THE tst OHAPTER

A Dramatic Meeting —The Lost
Ship - The Anchor's Weighaed.

ONDON  was al Tunch: the
siroeia 1 the Dusinoss and
commrTcial  quartors  were
fited with a soething arowd of all
sorte and condions of people, Treed
for one hriel hour from the wil and
worry of the office avd shop; and in
every estghlichment devoted 10 the
& suppiy of refresiments  waitern and
waitroeses had braced thenuselves for

* the rush ™

No legs boey then its meighbooms.

a lvis, ynpretenisus, yet ooy sod

" palnvY pestauradt 0 one ot

the eirevis wear Cbaring  Crows
whih run dowm from the Huwand to
the niver, was strugghog in the throes
of  “the rush™ Vaiters  bawled
wrrplio Mvwsages through o speaking-
tube  which doubtless lad to tha
mrsierious  fegioms  below:  athors
reccd 10 and fm with pdes of dishes,
i ¢ canoer whioh ought have turned
any crlinary juggler green with
envy o the odoeurs of & score of differ
evt dishos was wafted now and again
throigh the place, as {resh supplis
wery wefit up o the hitle elevator.

Scare & woal was vacant at tho
tsbire, and it sevmed as 1{ every man
thare had but ene object m lifo—to
finssh bus mesl and out, Bat
in anes corner. et a tablo large encugh
to sscommodate ux people, only two
nen wern soated, both of whowm ap-
Ll:l‘,rrr’ to be thinking ol saything

t the food before them.

Athietin 10
vl well d
slrching appoarance.
cach was (rank and open. sl the
caturws g similar that ooo might

been cucuged for presuming
thew @1 by brothem.

At every other bite they glanced up
lumw#{r at esch other, with & kind
of puptled expremion.  Then, ther
eyow nowung. one dropped hm fork
and knils upon s plate with aclat
ter, and leaned further over the wable,
prermg o the face of the other,
who had suddenly stopped rating and
war retattang the gase with
" Riek Hearn, of I'm s Duteh

“ Tod Howard 1™

Two paars of hands shot actoms tha
table aod met m o firm grip of [(nead-
ship, and they shook 4 [
over the platw that a waiter. who
boenn watchisg them, found himeelt
demma s to whether
¢ would pot b expedient to inform
the manager that * them two swell
p— corner 'sd gone off thewr
‘macds, me, and wauld ‘e call w Lhe

"

However, be was mercifully released
from this pweiticn, and admitted to
hunme!! that " p'r'aps thoy waa all
right.” when Rirk snd Ted. having
recovernd [rom the plessant surprise
of meoting, bad subwded nio o
ratonal dermesnoyr,

" To shink that alter all thoes yeqrs
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coal business
declared his hfe would only ba toler-
able in the Army, where decds of der-
nng-do might be committed by him
10 the sstonshinent of the world and
#lory of his country, was at that mo-
went quietly conducting & first-class

How Watson, who

butcher's business, as being the most
higodthirmty profession a man of four-
fort nrue could shine . How thm
how that. The resisurant was empty
ere thoy left for Ted's chembers in
the Adelphs X

* Now, Jook here, Rick. my boy."
sud Ted, as they acttled down to
cigars apd cool dnnks. * Now that
we hava run across each othor sgain,
1 dou't intend to lose wght of you.
'P;-M{nm. as I am just gbout to go
or B crulse 0 my new yachi, the
Scamew, you'va got to come with

me.

A perveptible shudder passed over
Rick Hoarn, and ha fsoe beceme
clouded as he answered, in a sad tone
whioh cuntrasted steikingly with has
PEOVIOUS gareLT -

“1 cap't, Ted, old chap. I'd go to
the ends of the carth with vou, you
know, but wot o 3t ensailed a w2
voyage. No, don’t stop moe " as Ted
wes about to (nterrupt-—""lot me ger
W over guwkls, avd never refer 1o
it again. Two years ago. my poor
old dad, with hw ¢hip, the Ovinoco,
wes lowt 1 tho Paciflc Gcean.  The
shock ol the news pearly turned my
brain, and I bave never been able
1o look st ibe sea sitwe Wwithout o
ternible fechng of sorrow. Don't
renew tho subject, fArase

But Ted was not ta bo so eamly

waried.

 And fnf you go melanchaly mad,”
he maid. “{ ahould bo & true chum
1o do that-—now wouldn't 11 Look
here, Rick, I've made up my mund
you're roming, and I gever unmake
my mind."”

At first Rick refosed to listen, but
gradually Ted's wiser counsels pre-
vailed, sa ho saw he was makmg
headway, he added the ona clmcher
poorasary to his arguments

"Bmuk:-." he concluded. "y?u':y
it was coly two years ago your father
was lost, and that he was trading
with tha natives of some slmost un-
known wlands, ont of the besten track
ol ships. Well, belore giving way to

flequ?.\r, did & not strike you to
hope '’

“ What can I P>

“Why, that ¢ Orinaon Yas
foundervd wlands, the

whole orew [ar snd unable as
yob to comuguaicele with the civilisad
world '

“You think that leasible™’ asked
Rick, starting up trom huw seat. ' You
NlﬂLbﬂnvo thero s hope "’

“ As an amedour kind of seaman, I
do believe 0. sud Ted. *And, if
you'll only agree to i, we'll gn
straight off to the owners of the
Onnoco and obtain & rough idea of
whem the vemel was supposed o ba
houad for. Then, with that informs-

ton 1 our packgt, Rick. my hoy "
wa sbould weet sgain!” crwd Ted | slapping him on the back. and pnp
*Why, we wery litle kide st Bol- | ping be hand 1 & _hearty chake-
dero's Audpmﬁ. L "o s cach | “aul ho! for the Faaiern sgas to
last.  Deas you bar, 1 Gad the % skipper} Hay you'll
k. . X go—now, will yout"'
Avd o fall half hour's remini

oregord
of the uld smhool Lfe (oliewed; of
thew  Joya,  pett eNTows.  thewr
s:onh. their ambitiops, and  (her
tenmingtions o lollow all kinds of
fammicos when gruwn up, each of
which mwers ta dring both (sme and
wealth beyend the dreams of averigs.
(f boye they had known. How
elover youmg Dighy wes a clerk at
two pounde @ Week, w lopes, tha
e In the

dunce, had @ade a

1 will, Ted; dnd » thoussnd hagrt-
felt thauks (0 you for the new hope
vou've given mo, and for your pro-
nn-lr:! belp i the svarch far my poor

“Well. well." esid Ted, waving off
tha thanka " I'm glsd ['ve made yon
wee penws, anyway, Rk, Now, f“.
gt & plan of procedure whereby our
sk will be much lightensd **

“Tail we, ' raid Rick. brightening.

¥ We wul take shuard Lig Sepmey
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a cargo of cheap Brummagem jewel
lers, #, olc., and trade with the
nativea  lp that way we will not
only #sland a much hoiter chance of
hearing nows of the lost Orincco and
crew, bul we will make s substantial
profit on the top."’

Rick was delighted, and aot untdd
they/partedd at midnight did they stop
for one mament talking over ihe pro-
jooted trip and the prospects of suc-

orss.

Qu the {ollowing day Rick and Ted
repaired  togother to the offices
Matthew Blake—the owner of the ill-
[ated Orincoo— i1 Teadenhall Stroet.
Mr Blake was 1, and in a more ag-

vo and disagreeable mood than
Ewk had evor hefore seen  him.
Within the memory of his oldest
clerk, Matthew Blake never had been
a ©, but an this &urﬂculn morn-
wg ke was ina ternible mood.

" Woll," ba said, 88 Rick and Ted
were ushered in. “What can 1 do
for you? Btate your bumincss hriefly
and quickly, for I'm busy. Come.
what 18 1t

“Ouar businews can be siated very
hriefly.”” sard Ted oomlly, “and can
be speedily depe-cd ol, Mr. Matthew
Blake. Thie gentlemap
Captam Hearn, of ths Orinoen, and
ho snd 1 wirh to look over the chart
of ':li‘-m,} di-lated vemsel's route, Thar

i
“Oh. be banged " snapped Blake.
“Tha thing went down a couple of
years v and tho matter 1 o
“Bull. you have the chart,” per.
smted Ted.

“Amd sapy I wll you I won't
show 1t, nmi that you msy go and
mind your own busines

" In that case I have two m.\ul..l

to make to rou, Mr. Matthaw Blase.
Firstly. 1t is our busivess. i
Lloyd's* Now, come. He reasonable,
and don't put us to further trcuble
than s geoessary. or, coffin-ship owner
a8 you are. ') -

"' Enough, cnough!"' cried Blake.
“It was not miy intention lo hetray
s gentleman mto degrading himsell
with such language. I am ¢ penccablo
man. [ spologise if | was hasty, and
hnyn you will also—-"

‘I am sorre."” an Ted, when
Blake cut bim shore wich

“Well, well, least wmaid. soonest
mended. You shall have tha chart,
and if you can ounly discover the
Drivoce and carn the salvege, you
wil] be weloome 10 1t."

As he spoke, Matthow Blake went
to & safs and ook thewlrom a piecn
aof [oldad parchment, which he handed
w Ted Howard

__;'“\nl:\h- you, Mr. Blake' said Ted.

From the santre of the island a

mighty eelumn of

1s the son of |

r— |

Rap—rap—rap!

Hep::-v;lk:rprupf‘i by & series of
knuckle knocks on the door, follow-
ing close ypon which a stout, rubi-
cund ndividual, with & smiling face,
and wearing seafaring garb, entered.

* Matthew Blake, ahov!" he cried
eheerily, pulling b forslock. ' Ben
Bowling's onten a ship.™

" And what the dickens has that to
do with we, you laafing humbug!™
raared Blake, '* How dare you baunca
into mv private room thus, and inter
tupt me when [ am——"

* Pardon, sir; no barm meant
Oniy_want ® ship, sir ¥You know
Boo Bowline, sir. Don't be offended.

Offended 1"

Blske almost ecreamed the word,
2=, putting his hands on his desk, he
etood up, leaned lorwgrd, and glared
| at the intruder. ]

“ Confound you. sir' Get ous of
my officel And be hanged to vou
for an incompetent ne'er do-well ' ;

“You'll hexcose me. Mr. Blake,”
rotorted Bowhine, ' byt I've got good
| dwcharges {rom overy vessel I've bin

aboerd, and. thouzh T sails as mate, [
| holds & mester’a certificate. and——"
| Ere the sailor coul] Bnush hus sen-
tence, Mattbow Blake. in a paroxysm
{ of rage. horled a heary wetal ink-
i stand full at his face.
| With an adroit

movenent  the

——

ing at ten o'clock, and VN formy,
ongage you as math of the $oargey
said Ted. “ Here s my card "

And without another word (.
chums left the jolly saslorman 4, 4
made therr wav to Ted's fnds
where Rick had taken up his guarie:

On the following dav, Bon Bowi. .
duly put iN an appealaioe was .
gaged. and, when the cargn of By
magem was safely stowed 1y tha b,
tho Scamew set sl for the Paog
Ialands, where 8 amall fortane wu
to be made, and where Ruk Heyo
was to seek his father,

THE 2nd CHAPTER

An Myatary — Mutiry
Aboard—-The Mutineer's Logacy

o H DOX'T understand i

“It W & nveters i
Cannet  ¥ou suggest
solution, Ted!”
Rick Hearn and Ted Howacd w
oonversing In glotmy lones gy ¢

leaned dly over the taffral of <he

o
L2 2

'y

Seamew, whosa cloancut bows wers
ploughing throtzh the rid  blue
waters of the PacGe, g.m chumy

Iroked more thap usually anxmus ang
Ted's brow was knit in deep thaught

“{i » beyond we,” he eayd. A
cording to the calculations mads by
Captain Bance and myself, wo ahouly
have made the Tropic of Caprisera

and sighted the i:lands squth of
ten days sgo. Yet, hore we am
blundering around anywhere, unti|
not ope of us knGwy where we are or
whers we are hikely to pat jo.”

" Davy Jonea's locker, 1 shouid
ey, unless we strike lucky and re.
gain  ounr arings,”  sad  Ruck
thoughtfully. * But it_is not tha
only which wornies me, Ted; it s g
fact that crew, like that o

find

Coluntbus, when bhe didn't
America quick enough to pliase ‘em,
are getting more and mors din
contented every dav.  Unless =
cither sghr land or mgke soma

sailor throw huneell forward. allowing | definita statement ae to when wa

| the mumile tn pass harmlcesly over
his head and smash. with & Joud
crask, upan the lintel of the door be.
vond. In another wwond ke had
| dwappeared tprough the door, and,
| thoroughly dugusted with the be
| haviour of the dupownper— and baving

the required chart wr their poasvesion
{ —Ted and Rich left the office, mth
| & sesrccly-miurmured ** good-dav.”

At the foot of the stairs Ben Bow.
lice wag standing, chucklng 10 Yum.
| #clf, and looking the very iupersoba-

tion of good-humour, notwithstanding
the duagrecable €xpericnce theough
which he had just passcd

“The master was somewhat curt,"
saxd Tod, ang.

“Curt! He's the most evil-minded
brute ¢ver a man had to wark for,"
ssid Bowhne, his brow darkening,
" (‘ugm him! One of these daya—'*
“ Never mind about revenge.'” said
Ted quickly. "1 know he's a
scoundrel and doserves all you think
of him.  But T believe your mam
obi(-u\ 1 Yung him was to obtam
a lwrth, You are a mate, 1 under-
stapd

“Lap'n, mrt

“Suil, vou'd fake & mate’s Lerth
g would, sir; and be thankful for

“Then call on me to-morrow marn.

| o

| | do w0, 1 fear there will be a

niutiny.”"

“ Nansense ' returged Ted 14
like to see the crow that fared i
mutiny  wiula Bep  Bowline was
sccond 1n command.  Why, biew voa
Rick, tn spite of his jol'y faen asd
hearty wanuers. Ben ‘Bowlie 1 a
dozew Captain Ketsles rolied mio ere
for keepuig men m order.”

“I only hope it 1, »0 ™ saud Bon
dabiously. ' Meanwhile, alj Yie g
1o say 1 that I wich [ was well o
of this megs. 1've missed the me
object for which 1 visted thess pare
and all my hope 1n that d reenm
kone, as we hayve discovered no t s
of my father. } must conclude wat
the worst bas happaned.”

A long eilence cnsued, dunirz
which the chums puffed heavily &
their cigars, and contrmplaind toe
vast wasto of wu around them. A
last Ted ssid:

* We shall bo protty rich when we
get home, Rick even if we don't &
another single dral, The staffl wet
bartercd at the 1slands we've alresd:
called at has broacht in s decen!
sized fortune spiece.'

But Rick did not arewer, H; &

not seamy to care how oven had ¥
ship been laden with diamonds Hs
thoughts were of tha beloved I
whom he bolieved 1o bave fou
€rave 1 thow legutifully blus &
g!arul waters which now fascitass
is gaze.
,Il'b!mrtive]y Ted dingned P=
chum’s thoughts, and glided slen®s
away, to enioy the remainder of &4
<igar and to talk aver the siuaron
with Captain Bunce in the late??
eatotooms  For some ume Rk
stood sock sl then, from fore o
habit, glancing at hw revolver W
assare himeolt of ps readines I
®rvice, he wandeped forard, mit
teriog strangely 1o himeelf.

Just then Captain Bunce came °
deck, and was making his way to 1%
b?“"“ when, just ae ho was about 7
Pace his foot upon the steps, 2 p3"Y
marlinspike was burled s hm 2
Ih_?;)o, .

o misile his slecve, ™
striking the :vr.:‘dnbowldﬂf clas
over the bulwarks info the ses

What swab flung that me’™
spike ' roared Bunce. as be leapf "
the bridge and came face to [
with jally Ben Bowline.

“’. B‘-n.lm_ x-_‘-"
" Well, now, keelhaal me o °

ool of ; T

s ST

marlin u?; bit you, me™ g

ou  hope a0, yon b

fatber  rared  Capean 807
jor

thund-‘mdd. T oy

“ Gantly, skipper, sasy ! Stand -5
now. " sad PBowhne wp

Some sweb had left that spit
bere, and | meantar shing it mb“ 1
ma. 1 neveg ased you comils
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bad—wall. drop o to Dayy Jones

I wouldu't ba boen more urrfulﬂ

.I‘rlx: wvrnv. ;wn l?::(“ I made & mus-
5, A m

ool there ain't no

There was no muhng the jolly
-»lonnun s easy, pl.nnlon
and, la -f at hun-ell {nr being a
crusty t, Bunce glanced at the
m-nrumvnl- noted the course, and,
fully lnrgmng Bon Bowline, re.
tur to his cabin to continue his
consultation with Ted, forgetting the
ipcident in a few moments.

But there was ono nan aboard that
ship who lud neither forgotten 1t nor
forgiven 1t

ick Hearn had, unsecn, wa
the wholo incident, and the Nlc:::
uence of his observaiions was that

@ nunutes l.kr ho crept stealthily

on the bridge. '{"‘w first thing he
n Was the mate had
the wheel; then he sam that heg

Bowline; with a small miotal nstru-
ment in his hand, was busy with the

om 1"

A- Rick coughed, Bowline turned
quaickly. o lonk of ruilty terror on
face. was quickly gone, how-
ever, and cucceoded by & saile of the
most pm.\l joviality.

na y. sir.'" he said. " Piry
o ain't got a bit o' canvas to ketch
the son'-wester.

Al what ho coneidered the finest-
acted picoo of hypocrsy ho had ever

winesed, Rick’ . tempar got the
bdt.«r ol him, and w inio an
uuxorrrnubm rage.

“It's s ity we baven’t got a
of hemp.” bLe said, “to fig the ntrk
of & oertain scoundrel 1 know of.
What were you downg 1o that cow.
P Ben Bowline, when | camo up?

“I dan't expect a land:man to
nmd-mnd sich things,” replied Ben
casily; “but I did thmk le biggest
lubber as ever was o hadu'c
50t no business on Ao bndgc

“ You »miling scamp ™’ creed Rick.
"1 have etpoctad you for some time,
and now I have discovercd you—
caught you red-handed' Tt is vou
—pointaing an accusing finger st the
mate—"* 3t 18 you who have sent the
Boamew scores of miks out of her
wourse by altering and tampering

LY YUU READ “THE BOYS HERALD " ?—1d.—EVERY THURSDAY.

his (%o companions

Fovilation, Ll o et Rick Hearn's

heated tones h
shouted at ﬂl!mu:ll: .
and the diorory he bl i
oW minutes pmneulv His oarnest.
ﬁ:t mckj_y r‘lpoukd th- m-rtl. of
s finished,
Lhnukhlllu Bunoo looked damd«ﬂ;

" You am sure, Rick.” said Ted,
after a pauso, lhu. your imagina-

“1 ull dml?‘
ou that
Ben Bowline e one of tl\ya fincat
actors bavo ever scen. Matthew
Blake is & scoundrel, and the scene
in bis office was o sheer ' plant.’
Thia man Bowline has determined lu
incite the crow to mutiny, and ca;
turo the ship. villain's ;mul
countenanco  hides the blackest
--clwim- that ever was contained
i—"

llm wnnj,

It was Ted who interrnpted, aa bo
beld “&‘ finzer to enjoin silence,

t is that?" he cried breath-
lessly,

A dudlv silence fell upon the trio
as, plainly to their ears came the
sound of lnmpmg feet overhoad.

"I wes foolishly rash,

previ pitated mat:
* The ecoundrel

once. Great Scott, Ted, what is to
be doue?”
“We shall verr scon fix up that

to the bndgnl and
iy up, keeping. for o
g e g

p—pmg over
Bea Bowlms
standing upon .hog-hu harangu-
ing & crowd of sailors which was
composed of the cutire crow of the
Seamew.

Tad and hm companions felt some-
noted the

laddet Tads
swarmoed m&l
few seconds,

.
secmed to be lending a willing ear to
the crafty rasal’s eshortations.
“ Stll, % said Ted, *‘the power of
that villain over the crew is litile
short of mervellous, and if he wern
left to himself. ho'd talk over the
entire crew n fifteen minutes.
Thank goodness. Rick, that what
soemed your fool , has_turned
out to Be your wisest sct. There
yot hope! When I stand up straight
in full view of thase below, de you
do the =ame, and if we don't Bip in
the very bud the eubtle plans of our
friend thn mate. why. my name isn’t
what it w—that's all.”"
Ted Howard had. in him some-
wbem implanted the secds of & first-
actor, and he had anbounded
belxer in dramatic effect, especially in
dape caso like thie l‘hz-n-l’ 3
ho ordered tho other two to remain
hidden and be cntrely guided by
him an their actions. All thres
elutched resolutely a pair of service-
able Colts, and such was their aim

with the com It 15 you who
have pl:nrcl A weeds of discontent |
in the fipest Britsh crew thav has |

over been signed on to a British
vacht by telling them of imaginary
.I-ngrr- “and offering them a share of |

Ls. krow you now, Mr. |
Ben Bowline; that was a beautifully-
planned and well-executed piece of
acung at Mr. Blake's office in Lon-
don. Thank Heaven my eyes have
been openod m lum- and  your
lebemﬂ will yet bo pipped s the

Ben Bowline bad listened quietly,
even smilingly. to this outburst, end

when Rick had finished. he sai
quietly and respectfully :
“I am very sorry, Mr. Hearn, to

sce you like this, and I would be the
last 10 offer you any indignity. Sull,
aboard ship discipline most be main-
tained, and as you are on the bridge
against all rules, unless you go below
st once, 1 shall bave to wee that vou ,
are forved to do so. That 15 all I
have to say, but I wili add that. for
your own sake, 1 will not mention
this matter to \lr Howard, uulcse
you do so voursell.”

Even 1n his rage, as,
ing, Rick descended to t
could not help notieinz vhe change in
Bowline’sa manner of speaking, aud
thig only increased his éuspicions as
he strode nuxnlv to the cabin in
which Ted and ﬂam Bonce were
seated discussing mwmn n.d
sndeavouring to
course which shou! onnuullv hrmg
them to land somewhere.

without reply-
he deck, he

** Aecording to my obunumuud moment. WL ading w“ld
Bunee waa saying, ** we ere | footst h:-rd but the swish of the

!
Egn:'m a circle, and if we keop on
us, we'll never be any 'on:ld"’l‘ed

e the thyee men in
gloomily. "Are vouv:-mn Bunoo, mh:.acrd‘:n ln;l'zmm. i7ee eniih
'mqmmm,.;':: If ever thero jif cmd-:mh::l: o m?r‘a:n(zn‘gmt:r:
wae'a truo compase it's fho o08 | Cubol their sight. Tod mas tho fint
absard  the mew. ool . .

“ Don't be s0 surs ™ * The swabs :v “:nh'!:lnd“lM(

It was Rick who spoke. and be | the bridge, s :“ i
hn:t into room with the excla- rascal Bo-llnr‘"_- hml'dmchnm"'
mation ae ko verbaard the cplain's | Are yoa both B preds e

For snewer, Bunco
e o hibited oach a pair of fully-losdoed

Bunce and Ted turned quickly and
eyed the now-comer sn mute sstonish-

ment. s (0 £
“ Don't be .u_‘»‘l:mv repnu:k R:;: Ph bzl:l'fgﬂi :’:‘hp bud, or we're as
excitediy. o A ‘wd as heing Davy Jonaw's guests 10

ong —all wrong!
:',::n :h:'}\:- altered it —r"

the skipper uttered the
-3;"..'..'.".1“,.:0«.1: as they jumped
Jn- \beur seats.
“ Ben Bo-hu—

A buret of bel

v lavghter from

have come to

Jove,

dietfict murmur of voices forwand.

the cabin, and, the trio,
cantiouly. snd

made
nd whatever -hhn they
eiohey "roached  the

! zre the sallor could finish his sentence, Matthew Slake. Ina parexysm

L

T

of rage, huried a heavy metal inkstand at his head.

matter,” saxd Ted, coolly taking out
a pair of Colt rﬂolvﬂs and glaoc
ing at them. “Iv would crrmnly
have been better e ‘yo.'u hae‘r:":
ma
Iittle more czuuou- u 'lhcn er
st face dzem 1 d-dnt beliave
Iv!:mt' story at first, Rick; but. by
seems that you were pot far

consultation between the
while the tramping and
Over) every

inc
t k-n‘u- the sound of

inst tho yacht's side, end an m

tapped mignificantl "k the

ke, Ted led the way from
A.b-opcﬂ i
n.bg-neum

Dotet |

their way on

companion-

that :n‘ a single man could possibly
reac
Vu)\ud have accounted for a serious
inju

"llun of the Scame

there is a fortune within

sp. Thi ship = laden with
treacure o make overy man.
independent for life.
between us end

Seamew,
your
enougl
k ol you
:;d what s
thems riches?

who dare pot rese & hand agsinst
us' Who, T ask, who 1s better en-
titied to the cargo than those who
hnvenmdushp;ndhmummmu
of securing it? N
“It w ossy.” hcwemou.'m
overpower thess threc men, take the
ehip to c South American port, ro
rensmed. Thore we
uauld u-ll her, realise on the precious
make a fortune mm.
Furdu-r when -o got home to
land, there ia Weuanoe money.
“amdmdnndlon!udlbm

A mlubet of the saiors greeted
this with an approving cheer,
but o were many there to whom
it was sbhorrent, and no specious
arguments of the mate scemed able
to alter their minds. A uilence fell

upon the
“Come, my lads! What do_you
think of the 1den? Every man

bursuuou. Come—yes, or no!”

N1

As he Wﬁ‘a‘m Ted How-
LM w' .

clotb, a revalver in each band, point-

the bndge, each wtndgn.

" they heard |
Bea Bowhue shout—"men of the |

nhuxt"

I-tdﬂduﬂnrlm.ldﬁmmenhnr

bring more forcsbis bame the desper-

Was endeavouring 16 eorrul tences of hw pumou Summaornng
*The fret man wl s & hos | all hus courage urped. gave vest
nlo nmmmem dies!” he w0 a !mrfn] mj nl defiacer. and. a8

as WO mou purs of | ba low two of he nearest purss.
FC»h- :qnd over the of the | ere. hw own fellowers 100k heart L goad
llood ngﬁuﬂ Not so | denly. and the tude of beitic was

Ben Bowline. Nothuig seomed 1o | turned st one fell swoop.

disturb his ...mm.x Bui Ted's men were stul uam-
“That 1s the coward!" oried. | daumted. and fought braveiy for
**Now or never, my lads! Fallow evrry wnch of ground they lust as the

mﬁ "
spoke ho moved towards the
hr:rh;;d buat mm.h-r of the tro thereon

“ Mon of tho Beamew." bawled
Ted. ** Do as you plesse. Foliow ths
mutineer or me, whichever you like,
but I give you due natice that 1 am
on ths winoing side. Now, then,
ate. Al men who wish to up-
hold_their name as good Britsh tare
uuembk to etarbosrd. Skunks, to
por:.

There was oot much atrength in
Ted's res bat, backed up as
they wero by three pais of formid-
able-looking “Coits, and the tome in

which he had epoken, the wo: ad
cal effect. Hall the crew
ately few to the starboard
bulwarks, and, with A rul(mg cheer.
they ackuowledged Ted's bravery in
lum the mutineers.

6 shouted Blll
Keggs, the bo'sun. * Now
mutincenng -'ab. come en!’ A:

‘em, boys!
The words had scagcely lefs bus Lips l

&

|

|

ero the loul party had flung them-
selves tooth and

| mutineers, and a termble confct en
| sued. Each man picked up the near
et weapon y. belaying-

| and  allowed
! posts.
| that the only dangerous man aboard
| was dead. that they would break out

swang  sheir varoas
weapons wildiy and endeavourtd o
E;- a coup de 10 the victory

clash of wood

mutineers

Rizk thar’ they had been fightng for
houry, so well dxd they know the face
of every opponem. As they saw that
10 another five minutes the victory
must bo (o the mutimeers unlew some

violent offort were made, T-dm
to chums ;

& dosen shote flew 1nto the ranks
ol ﬂw mutineers, and s» many men
fell wounded—ono mortaily, and that
one was he who moet deserved the
IA'A. Ben Bow!me m ringieader.,

was an casy matler now o
m-um the fram whom il
mcl and scemed 1o bave

blown .-v ¥ the shots.

In ten mmnows all lh- anharmed

the wounded

were being attended 1o by the ehip's

doctor, and Ben Bowline, his wound

hvmg b«n dressrd and restoratives

as breathing his lae, wath

’I'od Rx:L nnd Captaun Bunos arognd
aim,

3(! Hum 1 dl-—r-vb!ho

he moaned

Tho threa men loaked at each otber
iz solemn sibenoe. and cherr lips
woved in r‘vrr as Ben Bowhne's
-pml took flight.

dra-i " Poor fallow!™
h wn Ted who n-nk: and, wrb.
another word, the tro turmed

THE 3rd OHAPTER.
Land Ahead—-Mystery u«m A

Happenings.
WO  dave later. the crew.
thoroughly repeatant  now

that they wera nd of Ben
Bowline's evil counsels, were forgiven
w0 resumeo their old
There was lntle fear, now

sgain. Tod was convinced of the
wncerity of their repe

l!umm! with cumasity u 10 the
contents of The myserioss package.
Rick would have given all be
scwscd to tesr it open at once. t

evidently contained documents ondy —
safoly away m bis cabin, and wore
the man’s rng apon his finger

It was a carious bauble, that rmng.
unlikc eny other Rick had ever s
eyes on.  Perfeotly msde,

| vora in that weloe,
| “‘Come. we must sea whn -c-.ndo cloger examination 10 be s
with tho butts. riul ntation of 3 sasle
Amndhwrthexmlndw ehin; it was made 1n exsct imitation
the bradge-rail, and se they swarmed | ©f & curledup snale. and for the
do-nmmdmkmvanm."«mdﬂraw-
doten shots wh over the beads | ®ointilating rubwe Ruck bad ever
of the mutineers,  Srowning the re- |®een were set n the bead. whiie the
ports in 2 nngmg shout of encourage- were of tiny bot justrous pearis.
| meat to their own sy, npn tons wpon. i by
“ﬂ.h:n.mmnu itation, and | chums were cut short by @ ery of
'N\‘RAL At of the: Ted, | “Land sbead'’ and, for the re
| Rk, ﬁ themselves | mainder of thet day when a thm.
| Py lmdn oL v infurated eta | dark hine appwared on the bormoce.
aod lLid about them 1 the tes!  OLCREmEnt Drevailed
| hnml- with beir clubbed nvoin- aboa o

‘}frmmv of thewr oml-u:ht M s
wupderful difference 1n the struggle.

| and, with many 3 cn vh
| mutineers ok, clasely’

| lowed by their loes. who

| litde merey. Indeed. 1t was & case of

all or vone: if the mitiny were not
iﬁmwhv put down now, n wouid
| mmplr break cut again. Therefore.
‘;ﬂ:dmgmg -ohthe Ibud of h“l een,
i :uhlni pstol eaer-
1"‘"5,,.

Down wrth 'em. my men! Don't
give in ull eun swab's in yrom.”
& good effect bpen

afier dawn
| a tiny nataral

by waving paims, tall trees of besati-

fal b which po obe where recog:
nwed. wely n sward duh\d

bere and there wnh Sowering shrube,
soped dowa fo the walers edge.
gving the place the apprarance of
sowe gurgeoas park whih had been
Jasd out at ggantic expemme.  The
water hore wos v than had ever
belore been seen. 1t kmng easy 10 e
the bed of the ooean many lathoms
telow, and waich the denizrns of the
deep ghding w uul out of the @ves
and waving eoa

lor Bowhae, 10 whotn
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tremendous shout went {rom the I on guard THE &th OMAPTER. deeds, whiis the othere odte. .
wland, which the m;‘:;... bhad ?ow-'mm mm - ﬁi’g"ﬁﬂn‘ﬂf, .:::pud ‘-ndr. ! Momeward Sound--The [Exiie’s | jetters whace, f u..{ were pood
bitherto imagiued 10 be unhabited, [ By dusk their entiro stock was | and aliowed the trio 10 enter. o i Nln‘:ﬂv.—unmnlﬂ—“ﬂ- an Engleh court of law, wou
and smultancously the air was | gone, and it was with dificulty they | terior ol the cabiu was 1n sems . elusian. scother maa sl present liviug
riven with tho beating of & bundred | persusded the bitlo vatives 1o leave | ness, and the chums, as they follewed EATED around the dining: First thung on the mofmits [,
fomtoms s over & od queer | the Many, n their disgust st | their conductor in, could j per- ssloon table, before s sump- | ing, the mysterous document o

lookmg natives rushed out from evn-
cedlment into the open, aud then
stood slock etiil, in evident amaze-
ment, g:‘uu a the vacht.

All ndy  asembled {orward, to
uﬁcﬁ: eottan o the curious crow
and revolvers were hucriedly eerv
out in case of & howiile demonstration
on the part of the natuvea,

Tho latter were diminutive in
stature, not one being b r than
tho avera, Enghsh chud of twn;
their heads were largo and mntel-
tectual in eppearance; they woro
Ywnlur costuines, made evidenty

rom leaves sewn together with fibre ;
and these were lavisuly adorned with
some of the maet wonderful precious
stones sot in gold that tho chums had
ever set eyes on. The spears they
carried l;g bejeweliod hnndh-,.':rd
were tip] with the precious metal.

It would be difficult to judge which
party were most aeioiushed, the
natives or the voyagers. For some
time t‘hn:: was dead silence, then, .(‘i
one o 0 pigmies ste) Qut an

g g al the yacht,
Ted's face lit up.

e v opo i
- up jech, W
turned out to bo a masmve gold
anklet set with & huge fortune in dia-
monds. “1 have hsd more experi-
ence among unknown and eavage
wribes than most men, and have no
hesitation in taking this s & mgn that
we are to received 0 & y

way.
The othere crowded round and
gazed in opan-mouthed wonder at she

precious e.
* Great Scott!” eaid Rick.

*“ This
seems like a page out of the * Arabian
Nighta," Ted. by, o they'll only

let as land we should be able to bring
away onough to make eve man-
jack of us multi-millionaires Life.
Vealth bevond the dreams of avarico
esounds paltry to thia!"
©Of coarso they'd let us land™
said Ted. * They're as iriendly as if
they’d known us for years.'
Mﬁd e:e:._tﬂ;nhom :‘md; first, and
wy some most gor-
£ o dressed of the tribe, return-

ing an hour later with the nel-
digenee  that the ies actually
spoke a little broken Eagleh.

The chart and marine-books were
yoferred to, and 13 was discovered that

! an mland as this was supposed
10 exmt, but thas the su wes
regarded as mere salors’ eu iton.

found

Up 10 the prosent uo ohe
.

8eeing at s glanoe how the mouths
of the crew watered at the sight of
the wealth evident on every hand on
the miand, Ted hit upon a novel plan
and put it into immediste exccunion.
Giving of the men two sacks,
ono couteming & quantsy of Brum-
magem jowelery, asnd the other
empty, he instructed shem to welk
about the island and do what barter-
ing they could.  Whatever gold or
precious stones they could obtain in
excha: for the worthless baubles
with which they had been suppled,
they had full permwsion to keep for
themselves. 8o much d—hﬂ(m
one single ship had never ore ox-
isted, and the men ecagerly began
their barguining, while Ted. :
and Captain Bunce went off to-
gother, each carrying two large sacks,
intent upon profit and i
i , for some
mysicrious reason a8 yet unascer-
tained, could make themselves under-
stood 1n English tolerably well, were
laboriously lite and ~ exceedingly
friendly. Tﬁ:‘y vhowed thomseives
willing to conduct the white men
t, show them a\'utﬁipnm-
eible, apd to exchango their y-
made baubies for the better finmhed
but worthiess Brummagem goods.
The chums could not help notwing
that there was no sign of any animate
thing save human on the island. Not
the shightest trace of any animal,
bird, or insect was to be discovered.
This fact seemod to give Ted cavse
for gloomy thought, but ha wisoly re.

frained from eommuuicating his
thoughts t5 his companions
In less than a of hours, the

tric had “'sold out,’" and. laden wrth
eoough wealth 1o bay several large
towns, they madoe their way beck to
the ship, followed by soores of natives
whe carnied 51«\( burdens of golden
articles and duwinond ormaments, gnd
who insuted upon coming abosrd to
make exchanges for things which, 10
their eyes, ‘were twouty times mere
beautiful.

Ted and Rick were nothing loth,
snd urti] dusk they worked liko
Trcjans. distribaiimg chrap e.,
ringe, and novelties, and receiving in
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vessel.
not being able to do more ese,
flung thew gold and jowels on the
deck. declaring brokenly that they
were not worth taking away.
The Seamow's curgo was now m
bably the most precious that

ever floated, not excepting the
Spanish galleons of old and the
treasurc-+hips of ancient pirates. The

seamen returned to the ship in high

foather, cach one baring a sack of

gold and dismonds as vy as he
to carry.

These were all scaled up by Ted
and Rick, and deposited in the hold
with the rust of the cargo. cach sack
bearing a label showing the name of
the owner, and it was agreed that
this should o men's sharg of the
procecds, each one to receive his own
special sach of wealth when the Bea-
mew should put anto Eonghsh port.
No dmstinotion whatever was made
between tho ex-mutineers and the
others; and, with the true gemrw:f
of the typwal British tar, the loyal-
wia uever dreamt of suggesting any
difference.  Tho completest harmony

! , and every ono was wmore
than satisfied. All disciplme was re-

laxed now, and until the early hours
of the mormng the sailors lounged
about the d wonderful

plans for the future when they should
return to England, not as common
sailors, but as men of w.

On the following morning Ted
Howard and Rick Hearn went sshore
again, with the intention of lil.ldylr:&
the iwand—which wae some hund
of square miles in cxtont—and the
natives.

Oo all hands strange vegetation
and quecr earth-structure met their
gaze, and as thoy passcd throu h
each _Imlehuh..mlu t&ay co\;‘.d neztl help
moticing t everything of m was

o gold. The alind wes iiar-
scoted with ecores of rapid, lttle
shallow streams, and, upon examin-
ing these, the chums found tha: the
sandy beds were fairly glittering with
gold-duet and tiny nuggets ranging in
s1ze {rom a pin-head to & pea.

What puzzled them, most, however,
was the fact that, although, as far as
was knowp, this place—which they
had chrstened "h.rynery Island "—
had mever before boen visited by an
Engishman, the natives seomed to
know the language.

The mystery was soon to be solved.

During their explorations they met
the gorgeously-bedecked pigmy who
»had Hung the meo-oﬁnnng on to the
deck of the ® Beamew," and the little
fellow's face was the picture of arxious

perpicxity.

*“What's the matter, old chap?’
quericd Ted. L

** Bery much bad. White chief—he
go near die.”

The chums started. '

“White chief®’ exclaimed Rick
breathles<lv. *““ What do you mean?
Whero i« he* We did not know you
had a chief.”

He blurted out the worde inco-

| herently. .
| ‘80 vour chief s ill,”" said Ted.
| “Lead us to him. We may perhaps
be ahle to do him *
““Come, whites,”' was the only reply
the little fellow made as he plunged
into a thickot, and, striking s trodden
;mfh led the way alonz it until it
led into the most beautiful dell the

| ehuma bad ever seen. On the opposite | as ever 1've had

side stood a large log cabin, and for
! this their little guide made.

!
!

|

1 Just pes
cewve the form of a white man,
ragged European droes, and with a
fowing white beard, lying on & rude

couch 1 a corner of the room.

They stood stiil, at & little distance | cbiel
H ﬁrm‘.' wl:alo.tl;- pigmy ad- E bade it untiy the meal was disposed of, |

| and the four were comfortably setiied
While he was |

from the
vanced to the couch and endesvoured
to awake the sleeper.
thus engaged, the chum's eyes grew
moroe accustouid to the gloom, and
they could now plainly see the features
of the white man on the couch as,
awaking from his slumbers, ho turned
hie face towards them,

* Father!”

Rick fairly screamed the word. aad
the next instant he was shaking (be
invalid's hand wildly,

To deecmbe that dramatic meeting
between Rick and his father would be
impossible, It was a full hour ere
they ceased repeating oach other's
names, uttering  congratulations,
thanks, and declarations of their hap-
piness.

What rejoiced Rick most was that
father’s complaint was merely
gricf and melancholy, and his arrival
cu it like magic. When at
length thev emerged from the cabin
together, and joined Tod—who had
discroetly retired—Mr. Hearn was as
well as possible, and the little pigmy
ran off to tell his brethren that the
whites who had come in the big canoe
were magicians.

It was with some difficulty that the
little fellows were {nduced to take
leavo of their white chiefl when he
essayed to board the yacht; but at
length, on his promising to return
some day. they were pacified; and,
amid s thunder of tom-tems and &
mighty shouting, the two chums sad
tho white chicf were allowed to row to
tho vacht's side in the gig.

Orders were prompi given to
weigh anchor—for Ted feared the
natives might at the last moment want
their chief back agein—the engines
were , and, with a hearty
Britwh cheer from the crew, the Sea-
mew stood out to eoa at full steam.

*“Thank goodness, we're well away
{rom Mystery lsland!” eaid Ted, as
the vacht giided away. “I'd as econ
stand on the side of an active volcano.
Take my word for it, Rick, there’ll be
a tl.lt,pup carthquako there in about

Rumble—rumble—rumble!

Like the sound of distant thunder it
came. Suddenly the sea around them
tose in angry waves. The vacht was

itched about like a cork ; and, looking

dward, they could sec the ground
rocking as if 1t were liquid.

Then from the centre of the island
a mighty column of flame and molten
éarth shot up hundreds of feet into
the air. Then came a sound as of a
million pieces of ordnance being dis-
charged. and Mystery Island sank be-
neath the angry waves, never again to
bef seen by tho cve of mortal man.

Every soul aboard the Seamew was
awced by the grandeur and magnitude
of the occurrence. It was a sight for
the gode. Not a lip was thero but
quivered at the thought of the doom
thet had been spared them.

In e sca of boiling surf the island
disappeared ; then as suddenly as the
waves had ricen they subeided, and
the prow of the Seamew was pointed
to Eogland.

“ As near a shavo of beinc wrecked
™ mutt od, as
he led Rick and hie father below.
‘' (lome, we'll strady Our nerves, and

|  Two of the tallest natives on tho ' trouble Captain Hearn for bis story."”

tuous repast, Rick and
genal Captain Bunce wore burning to
near the uarrative of the ex-white
of Mystery leland ; but Ted for-

o wine and cigars afterwacds. Then |

Captan Hearo—who, after a vist 1o
the eup's barber and the wardrobe,
Jookod humseelf again——was about to
begin, when be caught sight of Rick's

nng.

"g\\'hqc did you get that?’ be
nnkuf eagerly. " I

“ [t was given me by & man .
killed in & mutiny aboard this vomel.

* Hre pame!”

““ Ben Bowline.”

e

ck gave it. i
* He Ki the man,” said Captain

closures were lad ® (4

Hearn, and for the rest of the +.,
the crew were at & iima to m-._'
why Rick and his father were o, ‘_j’
p-rtmh.dy high epirite Lo,
they were pustied 10 guems for
| reason Ted suddenly ordered in. .7

[

alierations made i the apprar,.. .
the yacht.
“* There,” said Ted, when the o,
} tions had baen complefed. “if 1.
any shipmog intelligence abousr
arrval of Senimrew
it n .
London, vou call me the longest
shoreman that ever breathed !
Nest dav the Seamew hem,,.,
amongst & {oreet of masts in the W,
Ipdia Dock.
dotermned to wunload

sy, before w. .‘.'

o
beg

Ted

Hearn. ‘ But, stay, 1 am antici [ with all posible speed her carze ::.
pating. I shall have bing 1o eay | trans --!‘;:l ; ‘"_S:rm basg
sbout that ring  pressatly,  Rick: | 1 o let them 1ouch for 5 fon

**It is noarer three than two years
sinco I eet sail for the Paaific
with the Onnoco, beicagumg to
Matthew Blake, and with & jovial-
faced scamp named Ben Bowime

aboard. Thst villan, after a suc.
cossful cruise, erad with natives,
surred up mutiny, with the result that

the ehip was taken by the crew. The
scoundrels robbed me of all my per-
eonal possessions, including that ring
which you wear, Rick, and eet me
adnift in an open boat, with one week's
provisions. How I lived through that
terrible week I shall never know. At
all events, when my provisions had
run out, and I was starving, I sighted
land. None too soon. Scarce had 1
set eyes upon tho dark streak on the
horizon erc I fainted, and when I re-
covered consciousnees it was to
myself in the midst of & howling crowd
of pigmies.

“To cut a long story short, they
were more than friendly. They almost
worship me, and made me their
chief. have, as far uslhma.l com-
fort was concerned, had all one’s heart
could wish for while on the island;
and, as the natives—who were just
about twenty times more intellectual
than average white man—quickly
picked up my language, I found no
difficulty on that ecore. Bat the eoli-
tude, the knowlcdge that you, Rick,
were mourning me as dead—the in-
tense longing to s a white face, to
ear a countryman’s voice, began o
tell on me, and I should have had a
complete nervoas breakdown had you
not turped up when you did."”

Such was Captain Hearn's story in
a nutshell, simple enough at fimst
blush; but it set both Ted and Rick
thinking deeplv: and, long aftér the
others had retired for the night, ther
sat in their deckchsirs aft, earnestly
discussing it 1n low tones from behind
tho two bright points’ light at their
cigar-tips.

T think you ought to do it,"" Ted
said emphatically. * The man's dead,
and what we do now cannot make the
slightest difference to him, although it
may ko a d to us. and—end
someone.

Rick seemed hard to convinece upon
the point, but at last vielded, and the
chums repaired to Rick's cabin, where
the mysterious packet left by Ben
Dowline was opened and: the docu-
ments it contained duly A

The main enclosure was a full con-
fession of the decad miscreant’s mis-
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days well knowing how quickly (i,
would lose their newly-acquired wea .
were they allowed to take 1t away o

once.

All this baving been srmnged ,
Littie party of four, conmsting of C,-,
tains  Bunce and Hearn, wih T,
Howard and Rick. chartered a fou
wheeler, nn:’i -emp dnunb::a all
x’od to Aldgate Pump, wi
ighted and made l’hu}: wa; e

of Matthew Blake, ;:-;f
Leadenhall Street. Leaving the othery
in the corndor, Rick entered ;..

office, and, after the usual prelim;.
aries, was admitted into the presencs
of the shipowner.

“1 have come to inquire,"" he mid

* whether you can give me any furthe
information mgng the fate of py
fathee’s ship, the Orinoco.” )

“ Sunk,” said Mr. Blake. “T,
all I know. What the dickens do yoo
mean by coming here and wasting z,
time with such foolsh questions® [
bad almost fergotten the wice
matter.”

“Bat I had not,” retorted Rck
“And  there are others whoe
memories aro as good. 1 waat you s
tell me all you know——-"

“1 have told you that your father
and all the crew went down with her

* You are sure she went down'"

Rick glanced keenly at the other as
he spoke, and Blake winced. Then e
flew into a terrible passion, and, order
mg chh;m, hso'pron(-d the door, ociy
10 come face to face wita :
Hearn and his two friends. et

Then followed a dramatic ecene a«
with Ben Bowlme's confessen and
other proofs dsplayed, Captain Hears
?:;Et Ehowijhke bad been m the

of sending out shipa, heavily =
sured, with Bowline : m‘yv.so
latter's dutv being to sur up muuny,
ku!l the captain, and eeize the ship.

Those vesecls, it appeared, were &t
once re-painted, re-chrisesed saued
for a small foreign port. and thers
eold, the proceeds bemg divided
amongst the crew, and the issurance
going to Blake.
one of these, and Ben Bowlive had
sailed on the Seamew with hus oid par-
rev . but in that case Blske was

vide the price the vessel would have
fetched the mutiny sucoeeded.

At the conclusion of the indictmen™.
Matthew Biake, who eaw before b=
lifelong imprsonment, turned asty
pale, the hunted look in hs eves

nged to one of terribie
and as Rick and Ted moved to
him he spraag from his weat, dashed
across the room, and, with a firnd
leap. went through the window, carr™
mHhu and sash with him.

_The chumse did their best to @<
him but tco late. When ther picard
him up, a few minutes later, Marthe®
Bluke was dead.

A tremendous fortane, whick *#
equally divided botween Captaid

of the crew "3
80 invested as to make each individas
rich for fife.
peThere in pothing to derkes i
W Dow, would -
to l;‘:h: in :he P o xmp‘;‘:é
our men who are happier 137
ed Howard, Captain Bunca Cepis’
Hearn. and his son Rick, who fou™
hum in 0 dramatic a fashwon whe”
having been mourned as dead, be ¥**
langzuishing in splendid solitude a» ¢
white chief of *‘ Mystery Jalaod.

WEDNESDAY.
THE MARVEL LIBRARY.

THURSDAY.
THE BOYS' HERALD,

FRIDAY.

THE UNION JACK
LIBRARY.

THR ENIn.
SATURDAY.
EALM.

THE BOYS' R p
PLUGK, AND JESTE®



