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Four flushed and dusty juniors came rushing up the drive, and charged across the lawn. The Modern juniors all leaped to thelr feot In
recognised the Fistioal Four. '“Oh, tare and 'ouns!” yelled Tommy Doyle. * They've got away!"

dismay as they

The 1st Chapter. following  cffort  with  considerable
Cornered ! pride
Tommy Dodd j

b7
Tommy Dod, it chicl and

juniors at Ruok

were foot
d the sound

“THIS STUDY
FOR IDIOTS 1™

Mader

further

** Laa
Silver
grent sali

i
d a four-

My

from hiome
W

cheerin
if [ ke

delig

1 pound eamme

A quid

letter, and

car the

bere,
biking.

anfants ! ® Jimm«
tter in tones of

aid o

sl

dear Jemes,—T have heard
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from your father that you are now n
pupil at Rookwood Scfool. As your
school is vo great distance from my
I ald bo glad if you would
call npon me 1 one haif-holiday,
and hring 3

you like.

g'—

ather speak of his old
Hexay Brxyos.
coept the

little present, il &
ful, witkes schoolboya have tha'lm-(l
very much sinco my time. Lot me

kngw when to expect you, and T will
little prepurations.”

ke st

ol sport 1" eaid

Vo i bt

i chap niy, father knaws.

& heard him mention

: ,u Jimmy - He
i Pater

way Be'n all right

preparations.’ That means

“What a_gidly
rt 4

T mmlmu- d

w fellows fealing

. wo worship the

eronnd Ty an #ind (s
FOur paler’s pal ivites you w,” said
Lovel! saleinaly

*Dieln't wo tak
son fiest can

yom 1o e hearts
whe to Rookwaoed 17"
se, Tl

| i
\ull tried to boot

lver,
me out of the study.

“Abor 1 Lot the dead past burs
it dead.”  said N»v\ruum “My
opinion v that this old
be encoura

Iear, hea
Ol wports wha send you invita:
tious and gquids don't grow on e
Blackburry-bush,” said Lovell s.s.h
ou can overlook bis calling you

James.  Naturall docsu’t ko
any better,  Weo'll go."™
“Yes, rather !
Tnmuhm\ sfternoon’s a alf-
1% remacked Raby ensually

alwayvs beli
iran while 1t's hot.”
Jimmy Silver el

d in striking the

write and to

three ([ricuds to-morrow
v time 1o ke his
y tinns, "This comes
hike corn m Igypt. We'll get off

after

immediatel
and bike it
** Done 1"

dinner to-morrow

ver & Co. gathered ronnd
this sereen clean  while
that,”  smd  Lovell
fimshed we'll go out

ange that

ot
«

e
and post. the letter. and o

note in the tuek-shop.
Torminy Dedd snppressed o g
Before he bl time to think, Lovell
had taken hold of the sereen, and
pulled it out of the carner,
Then he gare a pall.
“My h

mmy  Dodd  made
spring across the study far the do
“Hold him I shricked Lovell. as lie
celed back from a vigorons shove,
odern ead ! Collar hi
Tommy Dodd reached

a:daperale

the
But Neweonme's arm u.r\ml ronnd his

door.
ed low." in
Rugg and Tommy
d exme to the Aaor with o crash.
with the two Classicals spraw

hitn.

i Raby

“ Nailed ™ yelled Jimmy
jumping np fram the 1l
the deor! Hold him! Now, you
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PAPERS

Modern worm, you are going to be
executed !

The 2ad Chapter,
Making the Pm shment Fit the

Jimmy Silyer & Co, gn]ur«d round
the Modern jumior as he cprawled on
the carpet.  Four heavy boots w
plauted on him to keep him there,

Tommy Dwld blinked up at them,
with a feeble grin.

The Fistical Four hud not bad the
slightest idsa that the ryider wag still
in the study ull Lo moved the
screen. Duf they were very pleased
Tommy Dodd was the person at Ruulk
wood whom they mast desired to s
just then,
ugcht

the

et
v inse afier the giddy
thumping duffers! W

in giddy suid
e

you_come in for "
Dodd.  “Td hase
placy dane in another ten

o
minutes

“Te 't bk i tan it
grinned Jimmy Sil

Ih-l you're not allowed in respectable
ssical quarters.  You seem very
rum; of mopping ik abaut. y
mop some up for your ?
i lvee, touk the inkpot from
nd e Modon. hers eyed

know,"” he ummnrui.

sery une
[ a lagh, you

Silver todded cheerfully,
sARd now we're, gaing to bae
lark.” he repliod, S We're anf

lark

Jimmy
the table,
im

3

Ly

3 \.m rinmed Lovell

Tommy l)«xﬁ made a wriggle to
wards the door. The heavy boots
grew heavices lia was ,,‘..u.ﬂ ;hw\ g to
the carpet my  Sil
the inkpot u w a larg nlmllqw Inm
Dodd, who had expeeted it on his
bead, watched him curionely.  Silver
ndded n quantity of treacle to the ink,
and Tommy Dodd's oxpressian grew
very serions. To the mixtare Jimmy
Silver pourcd half a bottle of gum.
Tommy Dodd’s expression wax &
study by that Lime,

But Jimmy Silver was Dot finished
elful of soot
fr. @ ¢ v. und stirred it in
the basin with « raler. Tommy Dodd
turne: d quite pale.

say, what—wh
to da with that

¥o

“he

going

asked
“ You’ in a minute, "

If yon put it over me. T'll
“Dan't be in a hurry
Nou horrid Classical

you dare

Get veur bats

Tf

worn !

ows,

7 said
away in-

§ 1 What do you
want bats for jolly well not
going to stir that muck with my bat.”
“*Tain't for stirring th
It's for stirring that Modern worm,
when bao's got this over him. He
won't be fit fo stay in a respectable
study.  He will have to be persuaded
to dispart suddenly
B o 1

| jumiors reached for
Tommy Dadd  made
another desperate wriggle, He was

jammed down again
Jimmy Silver ha

ircing. be laid down the ruler, and
took the basin in both hunds. Tommy
Dodd's cyes grew wite with appro.
Tension,

Rut Silver pansed.

muck up the earpet with
this,” he said thoughtfulls.  “1lold
vour head over the grate, Daddy
“T won't!” roared Tommy Dodd.
“Now. don't be inconsiderat
You don't want us to muck up oue
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“Can’t

lern mr}- have got to learn |

ng finished his |

study carpet, T nppu!r
pr

“* Move an

Modern junior fo il
head was' held firmly
U

yes,” suid Jummy Silv
Tommy Dodd anl;

He closed
eyes firmly,

of raiding our quamr-
mop up -wmr- odern i
Bilver. We

a lesson out of km-m

=

Dodd's

Tommy
firmly sealed.
Jimmy -!.ner grioned, and plaeed
the grate. Tommy

was suddenly  plunged

eyes

{iroooacop

sedl

1
“Yow !

kled

chie

bats were
ned he

arest ane el

* Yow-ow-aw.”

he shouted
you Mo

“Get out,
Nice state for a
decont  study.”  exclained
Silver indignantly.

Tommy Dodd made

anotl

| to the Fistical: Four.  But
buts drove him back.
Classical «
‘¥

Nc[ruuul Flynn of the
g in. “Why--— Ho
av Moses, phwat is that!
stared at th

h
“Bpecies )

i I|ub<

prwes

comred Tly
yelld

ha, ha
L you rolt

el

the nasty animal o
We
i

“* Driv
Lovell,
hike

that i this study

ny nm]w‘ retr
four lunging bats

befor

| and ink and g,
up with laughter i the

and rubbed his inky hesd

down the passage.
“ounds ©
i

“W hr
. ha, ha
“Logk af me ! Stop lim!
him. T’
There was a yell in

THE GEM LIBRARY —1d.
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pr
stopped na |
spend on his manly

anxious to impart some of the
i

! L

Bt Sy
puirs of hunds yanked the borrified
i\

ver
pen your mouth S AT

are to open his mouth.
“You ses, if you get into the habit
we shall get

wrathy, and one of these days we shall
M said

ide,

ally giving
Bavvy

T

ot n

Tommy Dadd scrambled farion

]nvnu r}ar.-w apen the door,

[l was a

a1
heen

v partially oheyed.
both lna mouth and his

Mind. this is only done out_of
kindness.” explained Silver. * You
understand that, Doddy

eply from Tommy Dodd. e

yuu open your eyes, Tommy

remained

ommy

Deodd, There had
bm 'n A h»a rific b from the basin
s v Dodd's hend was shoved
o it Tommy Dodd sat up as he
was released.  Ouly the top of his
head had goue into the mixture. But
as b up, it streamed down his
face in inky stresks, giviog him a
zebralike look that made  the
“Iassic laughter.
wasped Tommy Dodd,
S atroak UF KA Braceome MIECES
found its way int the corner of |
th ow ! You horrid beasts !

T 17

Rotten beastly trick—""

han inking o fellow’s
Jimmty

ticn at

y to

Vou

Bis foat £

“You rotlors " he roaded.
—grooh—bg 1l jollg well give
 fou
al Tlr ruskied at the Fistieal

n_hooligan !
w to be n i

Jimmy

Flynn

sebralike Tommy Dodd

with his eves almost starting from
his head.
* Ne

dern

o

order
hounders When
anointed mixture on

m shaw ferocity

ni.

o

iy

said

X: lmmimm.l Liensts
Out

you

ted 1o the deor
He
faiely driven oat, gueing with wrath
Flynn was doubled
passa,
Tommy Dadd clutelied him as he fed, |
f

was

g

wr the

Irish junior’s face and neck, and then
bol

Flynn.

v
of the worruld-—the

T'll serag

Pt
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e,

Townsend and Topham, the dandics
of the Fourth, were coming alang.

They stopped in astonishment at the
sight of the inky junior, but Tommy
Dodd did not stop.

e was buzmn

any

He rushed he
tween Topham and Townsend, and
caught hold of them both in passing,
and swung them together, and the
three rolled on the flonr of the passage
in a heap. Tommy Dodd s
and ran, leaving the nuts of the
Fourth sprawling on the floor, EREpID|

for hrea and simply reeking witl

ink and gun,

“(Oh, by Jave " panted Topham.

* 0w, gad!” stottered Town-
send.

Tenms Dodd disappesred round a
corner.  Topham and Tawnsend sat
up da . and blinked aroun

* What-a-at  was it stuttercd
Topham.

'-’-ngom he's gone—the baste—
h- ) oon—"

p:kp I'm smothered with some-

rt—rM the Fistical
“Tt's all right,
e :uL

and gum,
and treacle! Ha, ha, ha 1™
dandies of the Fourth
fists at Jimmy Silver
started in purseit of
" and then paused—they
did foel quite equsl to following
thiat gwarlike youth into the Modern
quarters. T changed their course
and steered for the dormitory.
Jimmy Silyer & Co.
their stidy chockling.
apon their quarers was wy: nged, 1
they were convinced that Tum
Dodd wonld stop to think twic
nnl three times, before he paid another

soot,
twa

to the end sty n great
I wour Jimmy Silver sat down
the letter to Mr. Benyon.

and the four chums sallicd sut to posi
i, and to change the currency note at
the tuckshop. The Fistical Four were
in high feather
The #rd Chapter.
A Regular 3

* What the
“ What the

the Fourth,
those  sturdled
tﬁpu:hvh: The teg

T nn\m {ux
e fraenthls Ty o5
the ( mmﬂ quarters
and _fearsome-looking
nmn}.mg along the presig
C e, and they jumped,

Drealid

Maondern

exclamari

figure came
froan the
Was

gueped the  fearsome
lw-l. a -xh: howled
'] mnmy Dayle, hat's  the
ther *
‘\.Mp “I'm smothered ! T'm
nearly  chook ok - chooked

gasped Tommy Dodd.  * The beasts

caught me—yoop !—and inked me
yowp and  sooty me—yah !—and
m-nm led me-—gr 00

a. ha, ha!

“What are you cakling at, you
mily owls®” roarsd Tﬂznmy Daodd
with an inky and s at lis
chums, s there ¢ Funny

of vourse not—ha,

k yuecr, that's all

Tommy' Dodd suorted,
for the Modern dormitors.

es fullowed him, cliuck-
Dodd had left the

1 he made his r .
by himseif w

i and out of Ehv

ok begai fo feel g
Pl Tefs thom
S i g DR WA B
dwwned npon Tammy
The chuckles of his chums
exasperated him. Lo peeled off hin
okt tnd’ ollis; - ylimgsd ina
Lcad ato’ W “batimw ok whter, “ Ha
Iathored soap on it and rubbed ani
serubbed, and serubbed and rubbed.

The seater was turned almost into
ink, il it had to be changed half
a dozen times before Tommy Dodd

made the least impression upon his
anointed head.

TMis faco grew crimson with hix
wfforts, and Cook  régarded
him with grinning faces, They were

Every

THE PENNY POPULAR.

sympathetic, but  they could nob
hc_lr thukag ..imv it was funn;
‘ommy d grasped a towdl ab
Inst, and bu{m to towel his head,
which was aching with the energy ha
had expended upon it. He glared at
his chums through the whisking of
the towel, and they tricd to Jook
rave. Tommy Dodd's crimson
hair, and & pateh
um still adhering to his nose, .
too mm‘n for their gravity,

¥
face and upstaudin
of inl

5 roare
{ chortling chumps—"" roared
Tntnmv Dodd indignantly.
“Hu, ha ha!”
Tommy Dodd's patience was ex-

he little he had left.  He
| a bolster and drove his hilari-
ous chums yelling from the dormitory.
It was nearly half an hour later
when be came down to the stady to
tea was etill red with ex-
ertion, and looking very rufled. Doyle
amd Cook had tea ready, and there
was an enticing scent of rashers and
toast in the study.  They tried to
look gravcly sympathetic s he came
in, but Towmy Deodd detected the
smiles lurking about the corners of
their mouths.
" Rippingg joke,
sarcastieally.
v done bro
rotters, what!

W't i7" he said
Awfilly amusing to
by those Classical

groein,
l"umlm Do,

said 'Fnlnm\ Cook

Tommy
lightly un-

said Dayle,
5 .
wmumion rashees, Tommy
Hang the rashe
< And poached eggs—"
“Bust the exgs 2
Cook and  Doyle gave it wp.
Tomuny sat down morosely (o

was 1 for
the chief af the Modern
great war with the

> an optimistic view.

Classicnls,

Cheer up nld man!” said Cook
at lnst. * We're gerting the worst of
it. If this kind of thing goes on we

m,n— as well shut up shap, and let the
Classic cads call theie side top side

at Rovkwaod. ™
.-

it m.hl A

wa'y
i

¢ downed us the ve
came. Then there was that
it scared  there

Lhey
n

we'il give ‘em the kvbosh.  You
o | think of something, Tommy,” added
i | Dosle, & the officacy of the soft

1 mu\r wrath

out all

on oy own, then,” he sid, Al you
fellows scem to think of is posched
epge and gammon rashers, and cack-
ta pal when he getsn Bttde ink

his napper.
“Well, did look funny, you
know,” pivemured Cook, his face
breaking into ® grin again ut the

recollecton,

“Oh. ratz!"
The chums of the Fourth pros
with  their grim silence.

Tommy  Dodd  was  evidently  not
coming rouml yet.
ubted fact " that vince
had come to Rookwool

cal juniors hed more than held

their own in the ineessant warfare
between the two sides of the school.
The Classicals, net, had quite

bucked up since Silver's advent into
the Fourth

o Tommy Dodd frowned darkly
and thonghtfully.  Ilis chums went
on with their tea, waiting for him to
came round. As a rule, Trnmy Dedd
whs 1 of humaur long
enly 'lmmln rmm < extremely
sorions face melted. The clonds de-
parted, and he aud the gein

/ﬂrw al

CHUCKLES—3d.
Every Saturday.

Friday.
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o P | ol of the Fowrth, They i at | between high rows of trees The 'lln\ is where you a five-bat
the Ulas only bulding in was an old ;
. barm hm there was something else b, hat”
i in s ‘om up herel” caliod
. A i Classical cvelists came level | ou 3 d from the ladde
with the old barn scven figures "L'hmk :u you mil\ sses !

rus! out mm the raad ahesd of
them.  The
the Modern

(Continued from the previous page.)

¥ Dinkd & Co.. wore | - divomy
ross the road. They | that  stat
. Modern juni

But at
i

punetore
an

! quar
clap=ed that he
that there

v a chuckle, and the
i into n roar.

waa followed
chuckle devels
“Ha, ha, hn!
What's the row
Coak, son
=11

ey simply velled:
" v're off iheir silly ro
passing that ab. | smd Lovell, in wonder, ¢
They _bestowed wrathful [ there funng about us going on a
s nponthe Moderas, ;
are vou up (0, you silly [ *Ha, ha, hat"
cianded Jimmy Silve Benyen wil 5
* Collar them ! s don't get there ael
!

. Dodd,

dinner—they xaid 0. Well
a party haps from ¢l
J the roml

sked Tommy

red Tom
b a thumg,

And |
" What
“And weut on to t
wluced

owed Lheir hikes

said Tommy
Mr. Benyon
on't we,

only hu e Moderns

ssivals with p v

U disupy

th T Moderns.
the Fistical [ = S
bikes wont
: chums of Look
thurnpis & ‘1"”’, up o tremendons wl for a
g A" Tommy hish i
Doad, S0 cour skl feed. and a high old tme—

to shove tlem
o What the

the
il

you worm,”
Benyon don't know you

*Of course he doe
met him,

“Uher iU's as right as rain. Mr.
Benyon won't be disappoiuted.  Yon
were woing to take three friends. |
suppose you vould take six?
A I'm uor going to take you
cads, if that's what you

ag I've never

you're mmg abiont

“Haven't I te
game " exclan
“Why, it's the wheeze of the
- the old chup would never know e

all what I mean.
wvou wouldn't tal
N Jnug fear

1 ehay
differe

"!mmm; Dodd went off into a fresh

Il of laughter. Whatever was the
vions e Uhnt was in
s brain, it evidently s him as

vers humorous indeed
“ Ha, ha, ba! Oh, my hu! Ha

and  Cook, exusperated, |
np. and lnid violent hends

of _ his m.m‘ B

ngnmiif thewall ‘of -the

«till howk

Ha. la

And the kind
- plensed

m

irely, you

* Ho, ho, ho!
* Bump his silly head against the

I\ " shouted (m)k
Dl..mu‘
W

said Tommy Dodd.
aee i T can
in my pocker
“Ha, he. ha
“You rotter ™ hawled Raby * Let
0! My hat, I'll slaughter you'

1 Tammy

s al last
ol it !
us what \Hn « chort

d again,
s of the segsort )
u fellows will have

v with thase Classical
Tommy Dodd ¥

1l knock you down
ain, von” burbling

i1, hal—toanoirow’s a

what  you're chuckling “Bure, yo ook a sight " howled Tommy voyle. “¥Yoop! I'm :mothered! I'm nearly chook-
chook-chooked ! " gasped Tommy Dodd. Trne beasts caught mo yoop! and inked mo—yoop! —
“ No, ass! You see. when those | and sooted me-yoo J

Ulagsic cads came in i.».h 1 behind
oxi sereen, and hid there Fistical
- they »u\x! sl me out
b ontoa letter he'd hey marche
OFf course, 1 eoulda’t help Fistical Fr d

only six e ol enemy

burl

Ha, ha

Tac Ath Chasier,
Fairly Dished !

written
Benyor
know tha
olf.  Wall

jumior i
uttered an sl

that Jumes all

It
Want

not
thes

Wl
nesday i !-u-n
hed mcde ¥ k i,
1

r dinner that
I

Tomimy
to I\\k\\ul)d in

ir Lames, to enjoy

tainment ul i

1, and afrerwards to the

all Reokwood amid howls

~ s ast

ful

juniors started to work
Rad they stasted when guite & crowd
ellows me into the shed f.
g to b n were
Jumes. | Moderns t smmies and
Lacy amd \\lhx and ol Iunt.

t1" said Lovell, at

nk\\ his

t ald town of ( ‘oo b
alled away
ond.  About & mllz- pas L the tawn

road  was

i
feed for dear
oing o their bikes after

onely, wing

Tommy.  Cook

Will you do Your Editor a good turn by asking a non-reader of THE BOYS’ FRIEND to read Owen Conguest’s magnificent sohool story -
“ The Impostors 1™
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(Continued from previous Pﬂxe-) They are | were in a state of temper that | open it with \\:ur ears, if you like,
t heing able to | approached the homieidal, nnri !h-u |\( it with your nose and
or vour kiud letter, sir.” The thonght that while thc? werc sedd (‘nr.] \m:‘ru such &
You wmst briug them another | ¢ their heels in the lonely loft, r silly idiot.”
time, James, : the Modern raiders  were  scoffing it out somehow,”

their welcome and their refreshments

at_ Oakwood made them  simply

wril Iw with ge.

the £

and great chicfs in

aml excursions of the ju
Rookwoad- -lf

“ Cortainly. said e determinedly. “"Whmh
i pocket is it in?
‘\ pocket inside my jacket.”

n;
fiem, then, while T get is

Tommy

the leaders
the alarms uur' o5

ed.  For some
o werd worry-

or
v had

complotel m«.h.w) i his tecth like s
i enrag t was s bulldeg. He gat
Y borne.  Only hdd to be o he got lis
Thix  was almost ton  much + was the rub. 1 f wocket ma.ulr

Tommy Dodd; and Doyle
nearly exploded, and the
1 an to cough viel

~in the pocket was
there was another

n Silver fastened his
ghily on the cloth, an
- had good tecth, and he

The beasts! The
o

exhansted

Er‘otm:m
woro thres  mar.
been  expected Mr.
evidently knew schoolboys,
iy Bilver: did tiot speak: T | others followed: i, not fesling uite | “2t FOrECten his okl selivoklazs,
feclivgs wera oo deop for words, | g0 assured as their  losdor. The

fook: charge of the | ot

v ok e
i6std” thin here like Tlald on
ey come home !
“Weo  shall never
the end of this. It will be a
i joke at Rookwood.
e cheeky beasts, Tsing my | exertion, and
i) 4 low  yone
And our feed 1" grunted Lovell, v
*And planting us nere hike this!
lluunml--ct come. " It's ton bad !

* roared Lovell, as thero
f wlat
ket to pieces,

migon with

sy Sily

The Sth Chapter.
I'he Tmpostors!
Tommy Dedd & Co. rode away

th,

« large enough for
nnl seventy 1
e wheeled  them away. | supplics they were, to
Poarmy Dodil’s unshaken assurance | porions faods nt Hoakwood, even on
s It he had | Gre’ night, when the fellows had
doubt, it is ex b from home, peled into
tremely pnrh.ﬁj‘v that the whole y
the | party would have iuuu—:t tail.
v It iz barely poasit

Whate dees
§ stter T Shnt op !
I'm going {0 get thatknife if T gnaw
you to bits ax well as sunt dashed

liadu't the lenst fea Figs & ham o
that Tommy | tongue, cakes and tarts, and scon
old barn was deserted, and never | Dodd felt an inward qualm, tho and buns, and oughnuts,  jams

useld now, and it stood in a lonoly | Bo did not show it.  He bad only | ynd  jellies, and The | with their b, v tald pot
spot. The priscners might  have | thouglt of japing tho Clussicals, and | Modern young rasuls were not fecl ¢ [ EIGT Ralcs e, Ty Sund v
shouted for twe 1 g i vathi late that | ing the dightest doubt or hesitation [ it deve P rhe jatider melow. " But
ont being heard. Tt was, another fellow’s their good | they could mot even appronch the
Dedd wlmitted freely, bard it be regarded seriously by Tommy Dodd for [ ey, COE BOL Cven Bppronon e
on the Classicals. But, as_th persons who did not take the Rook- m,” AR i P D R R R T
i waod junior point of view. Dut it that thoy \;‘);m'm t‘:}‘ “ 'Lugmu ]q;' them
was too late to retreat now. P “(T! n[ gl i oy
1 “Well, if ¢

Dodd wonld ot
of hesitation Lefuw noon eut you ki

v dregged and dragged at m.
rope tied round B

on the floor.
breathless

ng.
there's the kmfe,”  said

heoted

e Jimmy Sifver

back up auum the Mo, was to mm E s pal hke this!

your

Itm-knmdf And’ oven the Spanish Inquisition Tt was. roally aleioh ustiee thak the'| l8ve me b next time,
awaiting him instead of « fevd on the | Moderns shonld by the’ treat for grouncd <
lawn. Leer“could indemnify

The only regedt
scheme would wot
ey out twice, That
for rewret
the juniors st
put them
Not that they

A kindly dooking ol
wit h oA whitn moustac W
in a big n wrdden-chair

letter

i he liehind
clump " hawl
Junmy What did Lovel's

send }!u'\ that fatheaded screen

to perform,
> that T ¢a

Zahiord
onrl reading ot his 0 litthe surper. sl
dy Polunine | for a moment, He had expected four

e got my

The \‘\Y‘ﬁ Tanwnis

; <ts, and be heheld seven 3 ! m P before i thie Bl ul boknd
il dawn on Lim m !-“' fo seo V“" mY boye.” | bt o e feed would weieke m|mn ‘to the fillen 1:. Tut
hia bike, . | my okl Ariondh som, h LM 3 e

nt wag T
ML o Answer,

v wh =
P
wbjoctioft <. to

It was pearly teandic wer 'y
“They had good afpe- Sageoy besr
kot fomi N oyt RO ;1’&7::;:5..:“::’;:;;a'-e.: st
hackled  Tommy [ ha roplisd | dplodationlly. | “¥oh ; ; Porhaps it swas as well just then
5 | i meption the arwlice i soue "““Fh"” The Lind ol Sk thei b were
““Laok here, wove
of this.” said J

-]!1 ]
e tabl | comp It's o good jawing
g tahlo | SR¢ another: Tt's thane Wadecn cacs
the time of £y ol at If we wait here

n

hap ddid
m\.ud of him cll

them tue Lmu-

i to get oot
last

beckme, & Litle introduca them o me.” 1' i
anding in mrvmu\, owle, Wehbb, Lacy, Hunt, Cook, they come back. why, we shall
“the shiving river, was | Doyle, and me,” said Tommy Dodd, ot hear :hp of it. We shall
W distaner down the | performing  the introductions; and be shirtled to death. I've got a pen
the juniors all raised their caps a The 6th Chapter. knife in my pocket—got it cut some
It looked very imposing. Some of | second  time  and  blushed and = AR T N ow, Lov
the Modern youths began to look a | grinned Aperase § “iTow am T to get it out, when my
They had given littlo | * Jimmy Silver & Co. | beastly hands are tied to your sily

4 ving the time of their | paws:” =
|nmm Dodd, | “Can’t you get it out with your
back. Far from it, | teeth

kwood were having
their lives,

have you got to show
javket 2™ demanded
tdown and look

Medern cads

dane yet.
ahe in that
n my

you_ have (‘n.uunl your Meanwhile
saitl Mr. not b
Eh?” stammerad
r luke

thought o th
far as captur
concerned  an

i the Classi 8
hottling llwm ap in

tho old barn. Now that they had to You mentioned in your letter that whout half an bour after the | “Can I get my head into your fat-
aRles b ORkWods BomA would bring your three special had left them in the loft | headid pocket
n to feel that it was Lovell,” Raby, and New. li barn, they had shouted, Fon we a silly ass—"

nt hope that someborly
thens, and come to the

a serious business, o w ta howhng dummy
But Tommy Dodd did not falier.
s he noted the gravity

o over the faces of lis

“Look here—
ape pud i d away at last, T hae pocket-knife in oy
feeling somwhar husky | pocket,” snorted Lovell. *Get it out
oeal cfforts, aud they ' with vour silly teeth, if you can, and

=) k
.Eumm

my kni
b d mot
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quickly he hud expected; the

kn 10t mady to resist tsge

as
ke that. The bone handle we

“THE SL CKERS OF ROOKWOOD ' ’, o T Yllr‘ﬂ i”' ) s

A on the floar  Lovell's face was a

. study,  He lud given four-and six

Another Magnificent Long Complete School Tale of the Famous Chums = Tr'"(' e Falel dimmy

Silver tri w all ben

down again, and 1"l soon have hold

JIMMY SILVER & Co., .

.I:n ny Silver
blade \nl]| his

feoui’ ahir

“In le

ankv ™ o askel
said Tawle, * But—but

1
np who fecls 2 bit funky
A said Tommy

e,
go all right?

Acy.
e it will. fathcad! Ain't
demanded Tonuay Dodd

e at the
!umumnul nnd
i e
i loddg

came down fo open the uates
touched his cap respectfullys

dently a party of juniors was expected i
at Oakwood that afternoon cveedid in g

“Muster Silver? asked the lodge Hie had kb

S —— OWEN CONQUEST. SR

Daodd conll
sir. Mr. Tlenyon's in the
and tea’s Iaid nnder the

Ty i liken Order your copy of THE BOYS’ FRIEND in advance.

1. Jimmy
it the' binda. bl Sacnney
e r!u bepan to saw at the
1t was not au casy task. Pt

fuct a very diffienlt
ere was 1 sudden fiendish vell from
iy = Neweom :
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(Contiaued from the previous page:)

“Yow! Stop sawidg my wrisis, you iy

1)(.‘1.1 sta
le.

Vo morry idiot—""  panted

Jimmy Silver
Clink !

the excitement i
» could not hold

teeth and talk,

side
s ‘n

0.
The bisde was on the floor again.
and another period of stooping and
gropibg ensued. It was recaptured
and Jimmy Silver went on
The blade was not very
sharp, and Jimmy Silver was about
toll Lovell what ho thought ot him

for earrying a blunt k. lier S-rate . ) ,
he remembered himsell 0 Baw ol the bl M i
want to do any more ] i

¢lusive blad, Mo side is top

and the
“My i

1
wt,

it's ;:vlnq "

parted, and the ju
ng of their bouds.
sid Jimmmy Silver

Ih, was tryis
break them !”
blade from
could not t

Fartunately

ning.  Th

is
» call
the chums guessed his
¥ strained thoir wrists

mmy Dodd
coughed, Doyl

oy ¢
severed cord parted with a snap.
coiling cord whisked off their wrists
like a snake.

ey woro free!

“Dane it 2" roared Raby. * Jimm
ol man, yow're a geniv-a g
e

--ln.e;m to a putty medal, b

said Newcomo heartily him

we

come

Jov
“Lat

of oo, tht. knife will be oh
now ™ rem;'rkt'd Tovell, = Sail, | wite e be
“ it I osay that!  Let's| Dodd cudgelle

and was siruck
by a sudden i
+ Becausa-he

brains,
ars ]ual nu i

.| wn the

and the others foll tm-\d suit.

¢ o the bikes acros the
field to the road.

*Now, ride like thunder!” sid

Jimmy Silver. “We shall catch the
hw'nsh ..u right! They won't expect :
us! And ss soon as you Yem), | tomarked, “and Tiain
ko for 'em. Newver mind who's thor d to see that it is
lluu go for them, and give tl by fecling of
i the

led b
led bienns
W o sules, and that you
appreciate one

«\e(n.!od the o,
1 can

&« good

| cads
w0 bnd—1— mean,
Mu:lnu eads, of courst

‘The ,m Chapter,
rupticn.

his

fr
: Mu“ here but
9 ,;I I m Ld--pl Lho ald
nel
wiis evidontly
1o was one

you chump

o manners.

1 boy Dayle chid
1]‘- liked boys A surprised at e, vou
boys. Ha W

had d

'rr m the , you—you

the juniars buck  his

one anathe:

{ l\hl”\

1l
b.u..;~ call
oo

mor
wed

ke
It was

green lawn

sunin

hap,y

ringing out.
It came out that Mr

w

My des A

Jun
O

Nenyon was
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with thom "

» was nursing_ his fi

of the

sir
md

Neweome

and Webl

Lacy

ve the rotters socks!
. Carcooh !
Bump

my e

p— tramp ! lm:np‘

e a
gazed on  the
Trampling over |
among overturned
wnd Moders
The ad

K
w" Lthem ser
might of two [ellows at
they more than

Mr. Denyon
how dare you
s

Thua

" This way with thoso Classical worms 1" said Tommy Dodd.
tho four Classicals were hauled up towards the lof

And

that is to
v barring-out i

o we

' say, w

op i
Fammy
interpipio 4
ons t'n suny lawn,

Lior

Dindel’s Iy

rang ac
'here

i

up
flusk

were

Juniors
i catae

hey

ol
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lawn it A wi
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for tl

o cads socks

rmy

*Up tho iadder
t

s—we— | gans, how dare you! T hope you
+ tuck- [ ar =y
rain, thanks sid
abbing his nese with

ief came

o very

¥

g you:

Hr-w.u 1 \lm. ot r
faster Silver."”
with
<l and bs ! groaned Tom

all up now !

i w ov
md l\m beasts gel av

Oh, my

we've hml the feed!” mur-

I be the thunder
ook,

the
| to gy 1" muteered Tommy Coa
W I me w

rosred

That \lm\--:

been barrowir my
e
hurled  them. ng our feed!” roared
nepris ¢ the genvine article,”
[ Timmy Silver

wias o [ respectable s they're Modern cads

dismaged Tommy Dodd.  * Are you
wnes Silver, the son

thundercd Mr.
Then what does this

jape ™

1

L T'm Tommy Dodd,” mue-
Modern junior  depre-
Yo you see, we'rs up
against thoso Claasical cads, and we
spoofed them..  Didn't mean any
harm.,  We—we felt sure you'd
r have de Madorn chaps

nt.

u],md of those Classical worms,
0 we

“Sa-we came.
Doyle, helping hi
offence, sir, .
offind you for worrulds!”

Mr. Benyon's frown
A smile luiked round
his mouth

" waid Tommy

led away,
the cornera of

not Jin

» you are my Silver

unna! - T'm Tommy Dadd.”
“ You told me-
“ Oh,
whoppers
B

exclain

Tomms  Dodd,
" * Gnly
i sieal bounders, s
1y born to have ther

simiply
d

* You Classic ¢
“1' jolly well—"

“ You r:.h and try

ol ace ™ exclaimed  Mr.
Benyon, laoghing heartily.* You
aist not quarrel be

“Sorey, sir; but that Modern
3 n that Classic
horror

Gl “come!” You must be

said Mr. Beny

fuur boys onust be hung
and tell me about

t ono

it ied.
I on
wrath never

ihm burst inte a

ug for you, Jimmy

The 1 Fm:r s]\-w:-mrnl that

Fistica

¥ a
watter from

d th
y fact, ¢
1 dw

assared

or sont
T and the old
ing. asoured  (hem
vjoged that after
oave, Mr.

whole party
t shortly

Moderns—a fact

rised both partie In the

mpers,  eleven  juniors

....|\.||m wway down the road in the
1 lasted till they

in time ta

p:
er 1o calling
ilver and Tommy Dodd
mis linked quite affecti

but when they

over,

Jimmy
with their s

tely

o lh fir OWH quarters
arks w
“('nt of \cm \Ir.J. now

“Clear out

¥

Who s tied up in

had his feed od?

smmy Dodd triumphantly
er. B

plant

et — Wwhit ghsped  Mr.
Dadd an “Boy, why «do you not
nbrace. | " e stared steraly ot the
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THE FUTURE OF
“THE BOYS' FRIEND.”

ITH this, our fou Bumper
w Number of Tur Bovs'
Faewp, 1 should like to
thank my numerons chums most

heartily for the splendid way in which
they have backed up the old paper.

Now that my rcaders have beeu
giveu the greatest journalistic treat
aver set before the British puble, [

ow T can eount on them to
unue to give their w]mlu hmrml nn;:
port to the champiou of

The fact that

on
Tar Doys' FRIESD returns to its u

Wone WAy impair its sic

i
. forthcoming fenturcs ars
“g ach as will

nppeal o every Brit T do not

therdfare,  atbicipats sny fabing.o

in cirewlation ; and 1 look to my loy

chums 1o show their sppreciation of |

the superh numbors just issued by

coantimung to R{)\H
Frisxn \h ough e st o
mot think T hw i r'h|~

an the subje

THE FAME OF JIMMY SILVER

A few mouths ago the pame of
Jimmy Silver, schoolboy und sparts
man, was unknown to the world
Now, however, there is hardly &

houschald to which his exploits have
nut pumraml auc thers can bo
ou_that the splendidly-wri
of Rookwood School bold the
ficld against all comers. Next week's
story i3 & rare treat, teeming with
incident, aud glowing with dramati
effect.

There
stalments of our popular ser
and, altogether, my chums w
much pleasant and wholeso
tainment from next Monday
issuc,

will also be twa stirring in-
stori
derive
enter-
*s superh

AM ABPIRANT FOR THE LIFE
GUARDS-

R C. of ‘Faunton, tells me
that he thinks of joining the Life
Guards, He says he'is eighteen years

of age, stands five feet eleven inches
in his socks, and measurcs 37} inches
round the chest.

1 think my friend's measurements
are all right, but [ cannot tell him

that hr- would he accepted for the
wnds ki o has oo
ui by a medieal officer

ami :

But this is not the \\hu]l of
Faunton chum’s question. Tl
evidently  becn  telking  over

smbition pr his to hecome a wld,-r
of his frienc
they have been xn

him net 1o join, becanse
when he s in the
learning kow to sit a

Idicr, he will be treated
about

vOry roug vhl
in a som u\au_l.mu:] ]

Now. my friend to know if
this s true.  Let me assure him
straight away that it is not true
Mind you. I won't go so far as to |

say that his first few les:

a somewhat stff experience, but the

experience will certa - n
one. Everythi o
ds upon  his

FeBres bk s thing tipfe

than others. If he is quick at learn-

ing, then he will have no trouble,

because I van_assura him the

riding-master doesn’t want to keep

recruits in the riding-school longer
than ho can help, and the quicker
learn the better pleased he is

the

with them. . Bome young fellows, of
course, take a long time to learn to
sit & horse properly; and as they have

Will you do Your Editor a good turn by asking a non-reader of THE BOYS'

1 would like all my readers to look upan
real friend,
conie for help and advice when they are in doubt
or difficalty.
me ta be of s to my boy snd girl friends it
they feel they would like to write to me.

. . Write to me whepever you as
difficulty, Tell me about

somcone o whom they ein
readers who wrile to me, und enclose
. tcard, way Le sure of

1t in never *too much trouble

got to be licked into shape
with aadittlo delay as poe-
sible, they may experience
but t!

said over amd over agnin in
these columns—that'in me
yon have a friend whom

BOME Pressur in-

telligent, sensible lad who does b You can trust, to whom ycn can write
level L won't find the riding-school when you want information, advire,
anything but a very pleasant cxperi- ar assistance in any dificulty which
pris it Bl o ey e vou find impossible of solubion. 1
lessons. want you to regard your Editor as

|
wrse, if my Taunton chum |

t know how to rude a horse at
|

pet :
it G Fou ask for anything—if it
is humanly possible—1 will do it for

YOUR EDITOR.

1 CONTROLLER OF:

doesn
all, ho will find that learning to
do’ 50 1 like learning overything olse

some littla  trouble. - . - you.
is rather a libel to say that TRE. ROTS'- FRIEND," 1, —
recriits are knocked about and Every Monday. :
ireated Gwdly. A sidingschool, | | oTHE MACNET * LIBRARY, 1q. | | 4 SCHOOLMASTER'S TRISUTE
% not a nursery for mfants,
Among the many hundreds  of
] m for young men to be Every Monday. e R Ry
traimed v adldiers: gat. hendoes ‘‘THE CEM™ LIBRARY, id. cover communications from
ey ne dle

il il aepack b0iko ndividuals in high positiors,

| Every Wednesday.
epistles are especially grati

with kid

| "'THE DREADNOUCHT,” 1d. r\,,,g to me, since they e to show

b g | Every Thursday. | | that TrE Bovs' Faiexn, so far from

FROM ONE FRIEND TO ANOTHER. '“THE PENNY POPULAR.” | ‘L.*D‘ :1‘ at“'\(;,“;::n;;f:
Every Friday. il ?ugmhr‘r wholesome paper i'-r

I liave pleasare in_publishing the
followinyg poateard exact
it, ps T want io encours

8" FRIEND readers o writ
when they are i any diffic:
need of advice.

the boys of the
\,.p.mml is an extract fro
letter of Johannesburg
-ahu b shows how m
FRIEXD is Iupp' cinted in that

pre

E

# CHUGKLES,” PRIGE j
Every Saturday.

Arthur S.

Hurdy's boxing sarns are i

" Fulkes iso * tap-hole.

“* Dear Editor,—Your kind letter of | " N'-\:"ih(‘!u--ﬂ wishe H. P." m to appezl to me
advice came to hand a few days ago, - 1 am one of these
1 was vory thankful for your splendid Honestly, T may tell my host of hml:lulg up of bays'
counsel, and shall never forget you characters rar above brilliant scholir-

chums that [ shall be just as glad
o give thom a ltle help. or o roply
st af

pos
addr i»ned
their letter,

as long as I live.

“I am very fond of Tnr Bors'
Frigxp. and espeeially the .m;rh; of
Rookwood, which, in my

shy

P,
1 have been o
iy e 4 IR e

twenty-five, 30 1 feel mysell cam

yoursell ©
what yoi think of THE DOYS' Fai

you all to feel—as 1 have |

[
a stamped
receiving n

“When T tell

vou that nothing
| pleases’ me mere even now than to
join the boys in their games, and

that I was head of the bowling aver-
ages last year, you will seo that

don't feel old at ffty.
out geniuses from my school,
had a letter from an ‘old boy '
West a_week or two ago, in which.ho
says: [ thank you for your nice letter
and kind adva shall ever ba
grateful to you for all that you dil
r.w me during my school career; and

[ 1 am not able to climb to the top
of the ladder. | shll endeasour to.do
st and shall always try o do
to_disgrace the old school

1 shall ever remembe

ueli o letter ws that gives me the
oy work.
Breaking-

r editorial
commenes

and shall i
them when we

xeuse my lengthy letter)
heen going to write fo
' hmx time o

],mnuu.

it hanestly wy that I can

them among my

foct confidence, for

1our’ and

n your

took wucd

School are partieularly amusing, and

Mz, Conguest is qehiis ean
fer. Y

could not fail to lvpnl to -ﬁw bnr u T was to pm! it to JI. P. I want ! petent to speak with somc authority.

GRAND COMPETITION!

£10 IN CASH PRIZES!

First Prize, £5; Second Prize, £1 10s.; Third Prize, £1; and
TEN PRIZES OF FIVE SHILLINGS.

4th Coupon: WHICH ARE THEIR WEAPONS? No. 5 Coupon Next Monday.

Ne_ ! N°_
WHAT YOU NAVE TO DO. READ THE RULES CAREFULLY.
Above will be found two rows of drawings. The top row consists o1 sketel of different classes of
n serving under the British flag I in the hottom row are shown the weapons which these men use.
All compatitors have to do is to decide which weapon each man nses.  Having come ta a decision,
write in the space left under each wenpon the number of the muan who us:s that purticular weapon
which is shown ubove that space.

Having written in the numbers keep this form by you, for next week there will be given anather
set of pictures. Kcep your coupons by vou, and look out for an anncuncement in THE BOYS' FRIEND
as to where and when entries are to be sent in.  There will be eizht conpons given altogether. The one
given ahove is the fourth, aud coupons numbers one, two, and three are reproduced on page iv of eover
of this issue for the benefit of new readers.
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FRIEIIB to read Owen Conquest's magnificent school sto.

@ indecd fortunate
i a
| waité for your papers.”

Space  forh i to quote any
further from Iln letter o school-
aster wl: but [ am st grate
ful o him for his comphmentary
r mJ I hope the publication

portion of his lett

n any doubting Thomases who

may exist that this journal is in o

sy alliegd to hooks of the * blood and-
wrder.

ON _CAMBLING.

ader living at Heaton., New-
. has written 1 a very

on o ubjeck  of

svs.  He savs that he

imiber of other young

fellow . mt quite A
them make bets on horse-

arces nearly ovory day this in
spite of the fact that this is

now at war.
I am not an alarmist, but .ur-n. can

our
oming
It is all the

an
the

their money  without least

besitation.
A boy vho bee of the
gambling fever, serew
" in his v will
e any depth of

hity
boys, however, get sick of
betting when they discover that for
every win they “ger probubly ten
secs, and  discontinue  the habit.
Stll. there are a number of very

whe persist in the iniqui-

m to re
u\ t :mml by

¥ obtumined m the
form—in fac
uf robbery

ey

i,
 the
which
ut, be
nhnls th

opinion
should

ane
Boneat ke i
uscrupulous individual,

YOUR EDITOR.

ning.
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THE FIRST CHAPTERS OF OUR STIRRING ARMY-LIFE STORY

B@\Jca-flex‘/\ :

for in- was still feeling

v

P: n’ki

* B
very w
it

both
Mat

THE FIRST CHAPTERS, wixts yards shead of | The soldicrs trampe
] ; T ut rished on
FOM. BEVAN, and bia sister. | ™ Lom was gaming, but the wood was

are alonce in the world. | and s quarry was near the far

u, swallow his pride

le.

dow

Tn order to esape dets

says

v R

HEP.‘s'l 'ONIE,

. and at

elp from

sister.
Te knocks a® his uncle’s doo

ivi answer,

1 at the sitting-room, he is

prised to sco_ his uncle lying d

th floor, and an open cashbax o the |
i 2

g ho

Tefore

opposit

good-bye to b

in camp
fe

wan

great difficulty in paying

his uncle,
who has never shown |
affcetion towards him and ’“l

rﬂ qv‘ nrﬂ'!h“d for the mux

w Army an the

Tom fecls that hu
until_ he comes into contact
maed 1. Tk

side. A motor-engine mg strong

d away.

jJast Tom docides | ou fh road hard by, Packer w the
ToElUA | man jump on to ‘the road, he saw ied to walk alone.

Tom following, then he heard a cry. *What's up
i fault
“That -ruumir
now. 1 dido't pl
wmeant to catch hin
rheld ste)
wd s he

He ran on und sprang into the road.
& mator

Twenty
and | moving
~d

was
up
s at

yards away
awsy. rap
'l\m men wer

walks

- | dachboard w on

| the road on his back, his fave ghastly
pale, hin arms outstretched, his eyes
closed, and blood trickling from an

i Enish, sad you only

were knocked out of

| ugly gash over his right ten
s bt e ‘““dl;l Parker rushed after the motor. A | I saw that for mysell
cashies out of the ck to him s

moeking Taugh came
Eisie 3l At terrifie \m.-a

Y

i meant ha

r .srL ot \.l

name H
I'm not sure tha
more than

I'm not

riwn

BU"I

M got
Tum's

!hw And you weren'

v think,”
either

Luan

ing heavily_on Parker's arm at first,
Tom kept silent as they walked slawly
ory moment he was grow-
r, and his brain was clear-
ml:\onl‘ he shook himselfl free

rkot asked
n

gane

I bad Ium |lmhn

pped

totte

e in vk
tune,

In
ghink you put up an uncominon good
fooli

t I don
he saic
tint

along.

“You followed him up right ta the

hen you
said.
fact, T

toguess
i

v and captures hirm.
e 15 hol e man down, when
Barfield 4 up and exclaims opened his. & e did. b
“Tf that man is canght, 1 wearily.  Noxt 1ne . and he w
vou as murderer of Joshua | wide - open  aguin, rejoined. . Brooks,
Tleps . struggling to ris us Inok at this bu squi
What does Tom da? ask et e eried. | You've never dane anything of w
(Now read on.} bl o club | sou need be nshamed, vet yon're
- me down as [ jumped | big o fix as if vou had. “ad that's
Called 13 Account. on to the road. If it wasn't for that | rotten hard luek.
Nearer and peacer Parker and he lie gronned and struggled | “Barfield, Gke the cur he e, i
g ew, ranning at top | barder to gﬂt this knowledge  against
speed, Whilsc. Tom ‘stood white and | “Teke ¢ Tarker should you tell the
shaken. Perhaps his life was hanging | gested. for a conpld all this when the calonel
i the answer he would give, Again | minutes, be  all g? Isn't it the right and
Barfield shouted. Somers, up on the road L we can hit
hey are coming,™ he eried, = and | ready to_ march b Barfield, you I'n Batficld's track. and
I will denounee you as the murderee of | fall in with them II| 'Ssl‘l. ull E] o's pueding e, It
: You refuse 1o dot my | “Tm aot in -m squ take time, but U'll do it Then

takes
do m
vall

at th
t will you dot"”
I to

v daty ro m

Come on'!

He turned to »  his r i * What are they
again.  Dut Ihrhrm had play | ti r chuekl "
tinie, &nd his cunning bad won. Tn | d sop pretty  so
those few  nomel whilst Tom's | very dizsy. 1T menu givivg th
attention had bec rt man 15 stron ipster
had gob to his feet, and was runnimg tarcl " He's ton much
wway. With a yell, the lud dashed e for my liking.
afte Parker, leading the ofhers And now, lads, go ste T| camp you go to your tent and lie down
by ten Yards; burst into the wood. e ou to keepr up discipline youe. | and leave everything to m
saw Tom runping, and o man Tam was glad to take th

w and see for your- .-mn ' " “Then yor
4 in!"
the oath “Yau'te out of camy
cred firmly superior officer. Dot quict tongue. too.
K1 and country @ you a couple of things T

rammered. | sail in and win,

fix one

rker ! Come N
the camp.

aps yon
han you Uuul.

o
DBarfiel

If you want the BEST, buy only Your Editor's papers.

do

askr

think I'm justificd i

m going o keep
But there o

at s

advice,

doing.
another
glad that
asked

€,
re

* We had a bit of a

pipes,”
i top
Fos?"

l
e

vou didw’'t
The

th
¥ o

you
Iatton lef
ool us i Nmul T wtane.

had

down his

wall,

saw—

condition

colour #lo

]
o nul murtnIL

v
cnson,
the

age
. an
81

A8 SUrOIY & ANY I
W

he sud

as put

urln reec
!

Parke

show up

at, 1
u back

the room,

e
ation
wisoner,

bis cyes

wearch

muugh
question

want

0
am

urko

shaken,  wnd
ot st off in
of Captain

Hatton.
“Well,  sergeant,
how did  the  two
t on this
Hatton

racks showed up
well, sir,' Parker
d. 5

©

ht and his squad

Irooks
and

"rooks niade
and treneh ;un]

wasn't a bad pirce of
work."”

“ No.  Knight came
on WO fui I
suppose

“Yes, sir, but he

again.  Lust

ne they had a -
to, it was Kn
who beat Lirooks

v're  hoth
ving, and the

promising m

ton r
AL st 3
else you have

postpone
k For
was
been

sake
hre
el

mper across
pen our wind-
" the moh. nra

ho had been on
Joined in o's
il as wheezy as a
‘t come on & bit

noin the

o

Brooks knew him

nd spoke well of

atlention

¢ has just

very well
bbed from the

w's fuce, Was he about
rested?  Had suspic wllen
I don't understand, sic!” he
vou seem out of n‘nm.
][lHIuP\ continued,

ldgr you -m
sure, So I'm
o ordinary duty,

i

andl then ge
Ife is exp

1 Barfield
Parker
had said it

he  saw  himeeli
and hearing his
e saw the

the centre
with his back
indivlded. he

wdh a gasp, he looked round.
The evidence of his guilt was in the
orderly-room. If o sesrch was made

lh‘ dashed to hix desk,

But before he could find what he
sought he heard a brisk- step, and
next moment Somers waa in the
1o

m.
I've just Lmen -mn; hexe and told
ta hurry? u are to
go_to Sergeant f’ar;cr
Barfield tuzned. o delay might
nly cause suspicion.

All right " he said, and stumbled
cut of the orderly-room mind
u a whirl. How would Parker
him?

was

Tarficla Catches It,
Parker was sitting bofore liis tont

wpm amd jm eyes
1d appro
on hus m me (o
Barficld said nery-

ousl,

4 put you in very good
¢ son,”” Parker replied
The captsin wants me to
vou along and get you in con-
I'm just the wan for the job,

hands,
nialts
ke

dition

il I promuse you Il work hard.
o might go now to the gym in-
mil ask him, with my eom-

you |hmu h aa

s to weith you

and when you're

i [ won't grumble

pounds’ weight off you
Now, cut along!™

turned and hurried away,
heart, and et glad to
cant's quizzical eye.
knocked the ashes
nd strolled off to

furious

at
escape the

I‘mknr hlummi
out of his pipe

bave a chat with the men of the
platoen 2
On the following day, alter dinner,

red for field
marched off from
roads fur
ng up a laneway,
streteh of com
rae-bushes.  1n

Tinge of woords,
rprise, they saw a small
Tom awaiting them, and
ore of ambulances lying on

the pl
CXCECiseR,

camp along the country
two miles, and, tur;
they came

o

to v v

wd the work they
in that wood, and
he sid.  * Our
bombarding
ordered the
ey acrosy

and did
e was
mlh the smI‘ Bnces,

ched the
fuu.m'«
K

lm Emu plast
Th

rifie, ser
with o grin,
ul Ju-:unt the zround.
re's !Iw'\lllng for it but to re-
eaid Parker. ** Get back as
if you want to save
¢ up the wounded,
‘e along somehow. Every mo-
| ment 15 precious. Make a dush for
and A]u-\l your L
b \.ul the

le
whistle,

retreat I,. an
back in open ord
lly by any cover thal came
Parker watched the men
afi His: woipdid, snd Eaadenly be
caught sight of four men with an

| ambulance rushing towards Darfeld,
who was lying in u ditch

| the men went, and

A terrified

a great splash followad,
cry rent the air.

| Parker next mw B rficld’s head
{ and shoulders n]« ear the far
}side of the h. dozen
| hands him and pulled him
| back,

An
lowed. and

ther splash fol-
sther savage vell

They contain the BEST reading matter for hoys that
can be obtained.
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conseience made him hurry on. Abont
the camp he wandered all tho even
at reveille he Aung himself
‘down in his tent, having sbandoned

Trembling with fury and
Knigl

WITH BUGLE & BAYONET!

(Continued from previous page.}

His brain was in an agon,
LTS were s-wp;nn heavily.

gathere
hurried off to dry and brush his
uniform, added to his mge,

Parker ran to the ditch
Barfield was stesgaling with the

Parker de-

e illluck to upset the
eant,”” a recruit
yo—one of those with
cer had taken a stroll on
et ot S

the

ding & wounded
replied, in a stern
i the bullets sre
whisiling around you, you ought to
vemember what's due to a lallen
comrade. What's ing, standinyg
up th anyhow? hnd him
bandaged up for 4 broken leg!
“Hu won't stay quiet, serge
He wor't play the game.”
“This sin't a game, it's warfare,
Parker thundered. \
any of you. Get him in the ambu
lince. Drop down, Barfield; you're
not mpp..-ul to be able to stand.”
lnrm i b mikd
from Lis head
ked a deplorable

the bank I'l lie
* But here in this

down,”

rotten
“You can't movo a

with a br

rott

awb

ol
lancw, but that's
W Parker shouted
folh out the ro you must be
Be guie ot of you

Ihmdlu him

1 Barficld A.nd ﬂmug W
ta it so heayily

« water again, C opmq in
four grasped the poles  ami
ved up to the of the

1 Parker commanded
m out of the line of lire, auy
kow. That's right! Ak, you are
a clumsy Jat” '
or \\l‘lﬁ running  along, lmr.
stop.  Oue man  stum
.md ld the pole mo. Tarficld MI
mhm)n with & thid. They picked
him up and ran again, Parker follow.
ing and abusing them roundly, and
his shoulders heaving with langhter
When they got to the rear they
dropped the ambulance and began 1o
wmop their faces.

Barfield crawled out. His toetly
were chalbering, his cyes gleaming.
He knew well that his ms-forhmrs
had ot been dus to ac

As the other nnh\:].m(cv came up,
each carrying a dry and merry
sohlicr safely ensconced, Parker con-
gratulated the bearers and pointed
out the difference. Ther ho took &
most friendly interest arfield.

“Why, man, you're near perished
with_the cold,” hie said. * Yeu'll be
in  hospital if I'm ot mn.l‘u]
Knight, Gregson, run him back to
the camp as Auick as you can go, and
P In doesn’t stop on ihe way !

right,” said Barficld

. bandy words with me!
w for yaur good,” Parker
o ) offl at once!
Il put you in the guard-room if you
delag.” ¥
Barficld  sullenly  obeyed. e
headed  for the eamp, Knight and
Gregson on either wde setting the
pace, and Parker loaded his pipe and
pulled on_ it complacently. H
winked at Tam, and the latter j

him whilst the me st
" ¥e w the fun?” he asked.
“Yes, and you did it jolly well,”
Tom replied.” “still, s a hit
sorry for Barficld, hie men handled

him mast awfully, and—
“And it will do him good—that js,
if anythi \:Il{ could, l"'lrlm cut in

. mooddness knows,”

The platoon marched back to the
camp, singing all the way
swung irouch  the
geant Farby hurried o Parker

* Dismiss the men and come along
with e, “There's some-
thing [ want to tell you™

Farby's face looked grave, and
Parker did not loss tie. Soon he
had joined hir

“What's gone wrong now ™ ]
asked.

“One of the stalf from the War
(Jﬂhc }u; coma duwu

:
wiiform and put it befors i

ot ot e A G there, too—a doadly fear, ever since

lud e _on le carpet and "
ot

tiie canvas o rolled into 'hu open &ir.
e

and at Just vnrhod the o

Ha had sluok away whenever

the Jamp snd hrirried to the

M -ri:h both \mn\g Be tried

b
ke up + poler. wnd

seemed _quite mm-nl

under the nm,m.w surface

Darfeld.went. in sear b of Dempter with a_dull snap, the lock

At the call of “Firs

e ki lad out, and rushad to the soen.
in & moment u-- men were doing their utmast to guell the cutbreas

Chen l-u ok mJ to morraw [ heard about the detec-

cs, and I guess I'm going to
f

“You do knuw somerhing

;\gum 1i: bl £an ;uld
red footatep coming round by

Somennc was p.unu g there.
i

krm\\ llh game as ,: lm Mnnn Imn

;luml to crack, and lm

g glass as T u.u-y u

circumstanees T \muM take

\‘lumwl to meet you ]

a
o had heard of the detective’s
and had concluded that it was
i connevtion with himself,

“Tll be in the emp all night,’

. with a nad, he wheeled round

the stars occasionally.
And all of a sudden he jumped to
is fmet. Away to the right a streak
of smoke was rising steadily.

He hurried off m the direction of
the smake

He came near to the orderly-room;
he saw dense wreaths of smoko pour-
|ni‘m=: of the window. Ile did

¥ longer. Putting both hands to
his mouth, he yelled:

“Fire! Firel”

Llis strong voice rang clear as a
trumpet, wide, aver the
camp. Again Jie shonted, and again.

'he camp was aroused now. He
dashed for the \»mdc\\ His foot
tripped over something soft, and bo

Picking. himself. up, e -felt
i, and touched & human Form.
ed, ho dragged the man away
frum the smoke into safety. Then ho
knowing

was facing
Accident had brought him to the
spot, but, being there, his duly as a
soldivr was clear, and it did not oceur
to nim to shrink from it. All the
wpers were in the orderly-
room; it was cssentinl that they
should be saved. He sprang in
ﬂuw.gl. the window, and, gr sp\qg This

o smoke, he found ti
it across the
Exerting all his sm-ngxh. he lm.iu;l it
out.  Bui the ¢ was becoming
head was Leginning

kuew that in another
e must collapse without

a mlnu(u

his work \plished.

He tu dashed meross the room,
and flang limsell against the door.
Tt shook vielently, but did not yield,

i he fung himself st

b of desperation,

ashed ope He fell

the graund, picked him-
<h

and ho
L’wn whera tha ﬁm was lr\mlc«l In
a minute or Jess assstance was at
hand. Thoso reaching the spot first
. shed to see books, papers,
e the

ers were forming up
s, aud buckets were being
Suddenly Tom was

a swish

i e face

‘the window, and
im as he was falling. He

felt. himself  being dragged and

Justhal out, and shoved along from

hand 10

his eyes, and opened
thought only & few
. T his surprise, he
+ officers’ mess-room.  The

nel, llm PN’JIJ“ nt, Captain Huum
hy dozen other offic Ll
thore, too. - Hergeant Farby was
t wnd  Parker  was  leaning
I, lovking very whita and

ing ou the fluor, raised
is clbow.  The colonel

against a wa
il Tom,
himself o
naticed
Don't stir, Brooks!” he said.
“Liy where vou are, my lad! The
rogizient is iviid of yoll. It was you
who gve the alarm, wes :

Y irnl h;u risked your life to save

t

succooded.
kst You've
ulr-l not for the

: ansthing as yon
fire?"  asked the

Al that #s, T fell

Tom corrected hine

sel

o identify the T

i

S, S,
“There he is, Corp rrmks
the colonel rapped out
o licatic

Parker,

Tom panted.
ngmlw wrong.

r staggered forward

d vour tongue, Dirooks!” he
I° *This 18 my show ! And

ing to see it through!”
(Fid Parker sufer for Bariclite e

aetion © Avother cuthrailing  mstatuent
T Alorniays . Dow'C s e 7
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The 1st Chapter.
014 Encmics,

George Martin, promoter and bos-
ing munager, and owner of the St
Boxing Ilall, .,
rival eatablishment,
whose fortuncs w
job Lewis, in no e

rmingd
His fuco

glinted mulev

entered

and his cyes

s regulac attend

man T ool

growled the visitor.
' You'll find him
wered the attond-

ssedd the man by,

rge
md hureyin burst into the

office of the rival promoter as if lis
very existence depended upun  his
haste.

Bob Lewis Jooked up as Martin
came in, and instantly prepared hin
<If for trouble

i ;

eaid he.

isu't it
The ﬂval promiior gmwhd out

can
d Bob Lewis geni
e, answered George Martin,
“ And what's tha

Martin soized a hits el it
ap ..nm N d that in which Bob
Low Then, with fingers inter-
Taced, ho ot fowacd, fixing his eyes
on Lewis.

“Loak  here,”
advertised o big b
Monday night, wit
the princi

S on've

“And you've got young Uohen to
usenl fo go fifteen rounds against

Cohen is one of my own par-
ticular pets, and I don’t think it was
quite fair to select him, Lewis. You
might have chosen another lad, ser-
mg haw often Cohen has shown at the

- George's Hall.”

“Wajt a momen
“You haven't a monopoly
viees, vou kiow, George.
the boy was free sent for lus
manager. I offored a decent price for

the contest, and the other mide
accepted.  There’s an end of it as far
as I'm concerned. you th

you've got & griev
1s going to box for me,
manager, and have it out with |

) ¥ part of the troul
orgu Martin, with =

-\m\ what's the other®”

ix on next Monday

Rab
Rob

answered

of late, over sinco
:m.gm oung Tom B
the gates hav
Tord to stage a shaw on
Now 1 thinl
happens to be

o

Lewis,
Adnms

barring
on & box

+ Martus uttered a gront

Scontent

SWell, T don't eall it pally 1™ he
eried ‘v always opened the
st. George's Hall on & Monday, and
might have chasen <

), you do, do you '
Iy \\ln not '\m\. chosen

jay ursduy?  You
ot oith iy nuE thon
aud I'd

You could have your grab,
have anme, and we'd both get full
value for our trouble, What's youe

to

atr
fist

his

dxnchul

ver thought anyik

! d the
“You've
and I've ;nr mine
find it will make

orge.

con
moter muldly.

much differenc
Up leapt Martin,

had controlled his

) n.hhwuzh e was

Until this point
r admic-
I e

he

ab|

Beeause mine's & long-stauding
institut The pnhlu expuect me to
open on o Monday.

“Look here, said Bob
Lewis, and his mannct was so earn;
and quict that one could not doubt
his_genuineness, “if gou'd come to
me l:‘? have chliged you.

yor'd -

Y
't

THE:

RIVALPROMOTERS

A Mngnmcent New Long Complete Tale of—

ARTHUR S. HARDY.

m
.\uh-.m more
distanee, and
right full home on t
Luw

pligged a_ smashiog
point of Bab

cowardly blow. Yet, for-
» Lewis was leaning back
and gave as the punch

in le cha
came at him.

Its force, however, drove the back
of his head with a bang against the

. [ a

housamil stars ro his eyes.

w 1| a (r\ of defiance, the old

b i ® pt out_ of his chair,
P ddurked a lef f\ hook w5 aimed at

ake w

i
and instantly
fartin tooth an

e ather side of by |
went at Georg
sail,

Meartin bad done the werst thing be
could have done in weting like
coward. Dob Lewis's of fait
Piny wero sa docply ingraiacd thnt the
shghtest deviation from the lines of
true qpcrlsm.nns}w actod on, him like

But T4 ,,amd TAg. to. a

opening my Ball on Mond The ] Resides ha kmlu uhwhumul‘h!y
Star is only n musty old place com- | unscrupulons rascal Ger Martin
pared to your fine 1 never | really was, in spite of the suave aud
thought you'd mind ir objec. | polite way in which he condueted his
tion has come -tuo late. . hall.

my printing out, my advertise He remembered that Martin had,

aro already set in various sporting
and boxing papers, and all my lads
are cngag v e every pos-
arrangement with my staff, and
't alter tl

“I don't care a rap what you've
dono " shouted George Martin, in a
*You'll have to

repeated Tob Lewis.
strange words to use to
Murtin.  TI'm_ not used to

“Thase ara
mie,

i you've

complaints, perhaps you'
to go on with my work,
a lot o

ying to rhi

Ben Adama between you
w promoter. ' Yon've already

Iy son’s reputation lllrwugu
Im-. Belcher. Hat ther
If you refuse to alter Lhw rTmz
of next Monday's show, [l make you
wsuffer for it 1"

Bob Lewis smi
“Look here, Gearg: ericd.
“you ought to knaw me better. We
fought at the same time, and

e ¥
I unluckily last ona of aur s
contests on & supposed fanl which you

know I mever committed. and the
other two 1 won by putiing you to
sleep gl ey bais
yuar or b r man, I'm no
wore  afr now 1
was_thew. of ming
retains ite old an‘Lglb, mu\ n
as truc as ever it was. 1 couldn’t
u\n.g “une, but 1
anml

Bob

seamed
twok  stock

he was in very wuch L
dition  of the two, he
“What =" he cried. Wi

g your chancts againt
3 day of tl !
it rejoinder.

g e

angered

George

through the instrumentality ol
boxer named Morgan, drugged young
Tom Belcher when the lattor met and

TOM .

BELCHER.

tin for the second
dsa recollected that
1 his iall
he had

w Imd followed other
ces, and .;Flrnm-a

for his enemy'’s 1;I,
was to 11 st

rk, and e

per basket, which way under
waight.

D |.n got, breathing yengesne
and talking about the

gave

anrel

< aten
you dog®” said her
Hab, as he banged and slvmmed
with both fista. *I'll show you whe's
the better man [”

Georgn Martin got it all way
the head, on the hady, at the ba
the neck, and in the fuce.

And ﬁm.u;, with a groan of dismay,
as another heavy jab on the mark
douhln;d him np, he sank upon the

would 3o

on
% of

hub Lewis, B\m,u:l and excited,
stood pver him, prepared to continue
tho battle_the moment Martin signi-
to resume.

t any mors?
demanded the suecessful old brujser,
panting for breaih from his exertivne,

Murtin made no teply. Ho was too

dared breathless to utter a sound.
And now inta the office ponred half
n dozen ilar ottendents of

Th

ar.
y stared w amazement at the

fallen promoter, then grinned as they
realised that Bob Lewis was the
vil

“What's happened, sir ™" asked the
mwm]mL Hugne:

Oh. he | I'or trouble,” panted
Dol Lew he got it! Mo
Warted me s truwulor nevt Mandaz's
show to the Wednesday. Becauso I
wonldn't do it he became al .
Then r lE:i me. 1—well,
« bit of my bors,
all.’

own bac that's

Cenrg Mertin ‘himaelf

puiling.

together, ros is foot.
Ile'd hau enongh. A heautiful
black ey it Jip were anly

i ull damage he had
ained Lo his pereon and Teputation.
T

s he
gas like
now that you' onr gANg

nE hullics to
“Oh, I can mansge you without

them at any time, George, my boy 1"
roturnod Hob Lewis, not in the least
¢ uu:h«i by the taunt. “DBut at the
time l dow't mean to put up
of your muce.
scorge Ma

the

‘,ln-\ od ‘com-

il ¥
In the first place, they wero loyal
to their emplayer, Bob Lewis, who
fContinued on the nert paac.)

George Martin fall back befor.
wini

o & kail of punchol

and presently Fetalvedi A Diow:om Thel mih
ch hurled him into & waste-papsr basket.
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George Martin, “Only it's D("l\i be Hughes looked around hi and | O he ran, whilst Ben and Tom went

(Contioued from the

alwnys treated them fairly; and in
the secand, they werc imbued with a
sense of partisanship natural enough

when one considers that they wore
attached to a rival boxmg-hall.  And
lastly, most of themn had worked for
rge Martin at some time or other,
and had learned to dislike and to dis-
teust him.

And =0 they seized the fellow. and
despite his cri rushed him to the
hall, from whence they hurried him,
in spite of his cries of protest and
attempted resistanee, mto the street,

Thes gave him a final fing, which
sent him staggering wia the gutter.
and then, grinning, closed the doors
and bolted them fast

George Martin, hurling invectives
at Bob Lewis and everyone counected
with the Star Boxing Hall, then made
his along  the street, vowing
s he went.
even with

Boby Lewis for
“ U mske him
gver Jaid » hand on me!

1in

sorry he.
L'l ruin Biw, L swear [ will—T"
kim!™

The 2nd Chapter,

The Conspiracy.
George Martin was naturally & vin-
dictive mun After his visit to the
ould think of

Star Box all he
nokhing siss bul revenge.
Thanks to the advent of Tom

Belcher, who appeared to be s boxing
genius, the fortunes of Bob Lewis's
hull had experienced & revival, and
Grorge Martin could not ignore the
furt that any great suceess of the rivel
ball must adversely affect his own.,

It waz his duty to safeguard him-
sclf by doing everytling that lay
within his power 1o mjure and dis-
credit his business adversary.
ly taiking about

between
v Cohen,

test
Inh

sturdy voums boxer. and s great
locnl tavimeits, md Tomt Belcher ind
done quite enough alrcady to prove
-Im I was no b with the

thess w t
. Ayres, an Newl,
or e anen 1
e tipecttins Sl 1 T

Shart the deor ! he commandued,
as tho men camna i

the puy
\\nml. g

coming at once to
I want you to help me
my own bac Bob Lewi
hew w

il the guv'nor if
h. \umm\ |I|un to linve a tilt at Bob

r to have a friendly
chat  with him abont  openi in
spposition to us on & Manday,” said

Martin, with an air of injored inno-
cence, “amd look what he's dove to
me?" And lo pointed to his black

eye
“Did he do that, sie?”

“Yes—er—iliat is lo s
Lis bullies m do it. He
dozen of n to me

iy ok o aleh
Kicked and punched me without giv-
s me achanee,”

e cowards !
like

doing

mn! Crow. “My
ve bin there while

word
thoy were

“And so,
war to the knife,

it!
Martin we

toon, “Cit's
T don’t

my lads,

OUR COMPANION
PAPERS J

really seo thal we've got
fear from Lewis's rivaley ; b

ssme 11’3 a bit thick of him to open
on o Monday agsinst us, when he
vould have chosen the Wednesday or

the Thursday instead. And I've made
up my mind to prevent lm upm
nis doors on Menday nex:,

“1 wish
Newland

it could be do

wanls o
ther, and the

¢ o you mean, sict” wsked
tell you," was the swift
“ Now, ppose vou lads

mind earning o fiver

apicce, would y

Would they? Well, zather! Their
éyes fairly sparkicd at the thought.
Fivers were not as plentiful as blac

berries in autumn at the St. George's
Boxing Hall,  Martin was not the
sort of manager who liked 1o part
“Just grive us the chance,” declared
Newland, ul we'll take it
“And so say all of ua

P
sir " eried

row
“That's agn‘wl then,” said George

FIl give cach of you
agree to do

what T nnm
“ Namo it, sir,” said Crow.
“It's this' returned the rascally
promoter. *'I want you to break into

the Star Boxing Hall—it won’t be
such a difficult job to foree an entry—
and once inside, I wanl you to set

fire to thy
Tt's old

dry as tinder
could burn_ the bricks.

boastly place. Let it burs,
The woodwork must be e
1 almost be
One

geta a hold, the bwlding will burn
Like a furnace. IE'll mean exit Bob
Tewis, and we shall yetain undis.

puted possession of ¢
The three men stared” b]nhkh al

their ma; then eyed ohe wnothe

askance. were propared (v

s wae a little

rous they con-

Lo most lengths, but
bit too risky and dan

he

do

£ can't see what you're

Jibibir * wrowled the promoter,

seowling & casier  than  any
' 1 1

ic
ol m[ \:mL n-rn

miss the bit ol

tl
\\. sl be u‘ﬁ with t
¥

I have secured

j
S0l they did nol appear to be over

keen,

And b " Martin added per-
anasively, re will be the great
o vour will all feel

own back on the

* said Crow, with

¢ of the

e it You'd
in voncert §m| d i mrr the hall
on the Saturday or Sunday night.
Two of you could remain on the

wateh  while  the other did the
A bottle of parafin would
to start the fire ad once it'd

il 5

«'d be no saving the

how.™"
wland was the first Lo show signs
of wavering

After he
don't know

..!

said,

All the
en. 1f you like,
\mk while you two w
The others appearcd
at that. If they were
ver  for  mere k
wateh, it might be worth while
Wi U e be paud b\fun the job
is don Crow

AN vou ke
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windaws at

T II rh. lln-

answoered

fired at latost by Sunday night,
five us the money, then, sir,”
Greorge Martin rose and quickly
walked across the room to his safe.
He uwnlocked the door, took out a
cashbox, unlocked th and
stracted three five-pound nof
handed cue each of these to
“There you are.” he cried
cautious, my lads, bul
strike quickly and get away
s s00m as ever you can, And, abpve
all, not a word to a soul about what
« going to do."”
l‘uv'uvr'"

band, wely
Wo'ra e b Pl ourselvvs in the
cart once the job's dope. And you
needn’t worry. There'll be no show
L r on Momday night. The
old place will burn like straw."

The 3rd Chapter,
Villains’ Work.

It was lute on Saturday m,.ln
rather in the eurl
morning, when Ayres
Crow made their
strects the direction of the
Toxing Hall.

Tt was a dull nigl
a stiffish wind blowing.
not have S0 a Iml-; zm
better conditions for their purpose.
rec men  bad,
8t George's Hall had closed (11
had been bosing programmes staged
ateach Tl that night) sdjourned to
a local  publichouse.
primed lhrmw v th lige
ing a little Dutch conrsge to aid them
in their purpose

Newland wore an overcoat, and in
the inside pocket of this was set a
ginger beer bottle coutaining a pint
of [u\ra!ﬁu

As they approached tho
ilu- Star they began to feel

cre was o ocvasion to be, however,
lm the streets were almost desorted.

The old building looked gloomy
and dirty in the dark Jig!

Time it was burnt down,

or

No “IW., and

ay through the
Star

the

growled

Crow, *Now then, boys, there's no
copper about. [ don't think we could
chous better tun Let's set to

work.
They were agreed that boldness of

action was fae more lkely to soeceed
than slower and  moro  eautious
method.

And w0 they passed at once it 3

ot or ey which ran aling

o of the Lulding. Crow
.u:mn-d hirdsolf at one end of this
alley, and Ayres at the other, New-

hmd they Icft to do the work,

wil of a
matter  of

and

up

passed within
lJ- then dr window down, so
uld any r happen to
¢ might fail to sce that the
I been broken,

that mome

the sound of apps : footstops
and saw o man come striding along
the street

There was no

ng round.
siun o Newland.
within the hall

v walked along th
Warnin through
Ayres nt the

|.!|n work all right now
s,

T've warned Lim.  It's all

5
Ayrea was equally keen on getti
away, So many of the Star men
knew him that he was afraid their
suspicions would be aroused if any of
them snw him banging about there,
nd so off the two went, leaving
Newland 1o his .
Now, wland

the

ad turned o
1

clectric light to work by,
refloction of this light thrown through
(ho window into the alley beyond

atiracted the attention of Hughes, of
the Star Boxing Hall, as he paused
at the ond of the alles sad Jooked
aloe i

rum ! mused  Hughes.
to!ml\ that @ light is ket on
er who did it?"”
His wondering caused him to pass
inte tie alley and to spproa
window. through which  the
s]mm with the -nuu«t caution.

It ai
in Il

the
light

As e neared it his et stood still,
Why, there was a window broken.
That was quite wnusual

THE GEM LIBRARY —1d.
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saw a paper lying on the ground. It
WAS A paper smothered with treacle,
and broken picces of glass wore stick.
ing to it

And then he knew there was some-
thing wrong.

There's burglars inside the hall.”
he muttered. go and futeh the
nnd case m red-hand,

Beforc he conld move, however, a
wreath smoke eame curling
through the broken window into the
alley, Then a smell of burning
assailed hia nostrila,

Why, the hall was on fire!

- The monl mw'!\l struck horror to
the heart of s, who knew how
the dnlapnhlud rfh place wonld burn.

And while he stood staring blankly
at the window it was suddenly thrawn
i, and Newland's head and shoulders

arcd.  Then the incendiary set
&I over the will aid prepared 1o
dm,. to the ground

“Tv's el right,

" he  said,
was  either
jobs done !
what's nn- game
sk,

bays,
thinking n..ghm

Crow or
"hy

that
Avres

u
:Lh the rm,
He dm.-l.».] him by the

nd drageed him bodily out
window, and felled him to the

W
Tannched
af & Liger.
throat,

gronnd

ewland fought hke a Jdemon.
Over and over they rolled, kicking.
plunging. striking, in a frenzy.

Hughes had the advamage at the
start, but the other was younger.
stronger, and more active, and be
sides, was nerved to a decisive effort
by sheer desperation.

And 8o in the thick of it he
manaucd to tnrn Hughes over, siruck
him several times in the face as he
l'\y at Im erc and then ping

v b ¥ as fast as his

Ir;.» u-uld rnrr) Tien.

Poor  Hughes!  He
stunned, dazed, and  utterly  be-
wildered where he had fallen, and a
full minate .-m.m ere he recovered
able to act

lay  half-

. and & eigmg noise
d b
was pouring
roken window in A stream now.
" I must find the vearest alarm, and
ving the fire-station  up he it
tored.  And, bracing himself up to
the effort. he turned and ran
He coulil harlly remember
ghe uearest fice ‘.l..m was

through {he

where

B e e il cottape in wiiich Bt
Adams and Tom
e s 3

elcher dwelt
ht burning in the
mn\ul that Hen
bed gt
winilo

}I-\ 'Inl- lnlmm e l ol lm

Ben—Ben 1 e eri
Opwen, old man!

g2
Quick

Huy
fooking at Imn mm it

and in
Belehor,
. and haid
with Hen, listen-
ing o the old brai stories of the
g and ring battles of bygone days.

wonderment on his face,
1 stond

room Tom

o
i

it
i

“What's  the matter,
wked T, Have yon been fight.
g’ You o death,

ool
Anyiling wrong
You,” spluttered Hi
man has broken ]
Uall, und set the place on fire
Bon Adams stared m.r‘d-mm\h al

o exclaimed.
Tve just come from
the  wpearcst  fire

fire-station, and get the engines a

L run the place gets well alight!
Lo dru or tming.
exclaimed  Honest  Bes.

cen fighting—that's what's
the matter with yau!"”
turn up with the incen
said  Hughes, soberls
caught the beggar as he
& Lo escape, and 1 scemed Lo
“him, to. He was loo
d too young for me, and 1
worst of it.  But for pity’s
Do

got the
sake don’t staml st sring there!
try and help "

15 what you say true?” demunded

Adams
swear it Ben
ht yoa are

Be

boy ! eried Den,

wy he swimg Bosclf through e
window. "M vou look after
the honse you come along
vou'll find the

You go

s ity we'll ke o cut for
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hurrsing away in the opposite diros-
tion,

The 4th c!mmer.
The Firg

When they got b it Ball. Bon saw
the smoke pouring along the slley,
nd poticed the flicker: light of the

flames on some of the side windows,
“Tom." he said, “we've got to be
smart if we want to save the old
r]am Here, come along with me!
s broak through one of the
windows here
He indicated somo  windows set
some five fect six inches from the

ground. lg 'I‘bm up, ho said:
“Here, my xp, bu_v'
Bhield your knmklos \uth and
smash tho window-panes
lom  obeyed; the g]_'ms went
nglmg o the gruumL
Naw climb up on to the sill,

push the window up, and get into
the hall.”

He }m 1 Tum up, and the boy
b
o Ib-' Jom Beleher Lad
deal to thank Ben Ad

a_ great

w and Job
Lewis for, and be was genuinely
grateful.  He was prepared to do

anything, even at tho risk of his life,
to save the old boxing hull, if it were
possible.

il.umx kot through the
and dropped to the ground,
looked down at Ben

“What now, Ben?™" he asked,

“Go o the front door. "y hay.
amd et me in. 'Il a a hose .nu!
hrdrant there T w fix it,
turn the water on, Wi
hall, or at least clieck Ih\ [iumt
the fire brigade arrives to do the rest
of the work '™

“Right, Ben!” said Tom.

. un Jknow the way, hoy 1™

window
T

g ngh: then; T'll join you at the
oo,

Ben ran round to the front entrance
of the hall, while Tom Beleher, bend-
ing 80 a8 to escapo as much of Lhe

suffocating  smoke as _ possible,
blundered through it, along  the
passage, and down Lhe steps to the

front hall, where he folt his way fo
the front door. he holts after
a bricl search, drew them, and let Ben
in,

Ben Adams  knew whn"l- he

i w and turned on the

i is they foutid
the ra.laund the hose. T set the
on the hose and the hose on

the hydrant was the work of a
minute or two. Then Tom Belcher
! an s the

Vof the f
turned  on 4

e elir
Adanmis

hing and hissing

e sty 1l
down on his K arder to support
Bl

It Tom ihat a whole
and thut the walls of

himgy out of the open

doar, had licked the ceili

Lrought the pluster  dow

wooden buattens were blazing fier
Again he sent_the water crashing

against the burning sk
It seemed to him that the air was
getting purer—that the smoke was
Ending snother outlet,
Encanraged by this fact, and the
wouting of Ben Adams, which came
echoing from the hall, bidding him
be uf good heart, Tom staggered up,

uu:i advanced to the very room in
the Wwas ra He swept
llnr- wells and Elnor \nnh lin stream of

water: and  then,
crumbling
walls fell o
and a

13
n of wood, dropping from

the ceiling. struck Tom  heavily,
felling him to the ground.

“Whore are you, Tem? Tam,
where are you?” bawled Ben Adams,

. me  cluttering  along  the

“hare was no reply.

“Hope the boy isn't hurt.” thonght
Ben, as he coughed the smoke ont o
Lis fungs. and bowed bis head o5 he
foreed a way onward.

Ho heard the water hissing. and
a flood of it come running
towards him.

“aw
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and then
p and soft

He passed onward,
oot str mmnlhm[g
whicl

ch lay at his fee
With an exclams mun of horror, he
bent down, (r‘ll‘ nd raised it. Tt was
a hwman forn

ie leknd mul the face,
to him by the glow of the

“It's Tom Hder " he mutter

revealed

action had saved the situatio
Ben Adams bed little do
what the hall would be saved; and
=0, caring only for the welfare of the
gallant hoy-boxer, whe had so ably
Him_in _preserving Tl
nghall, he stuggered

. Ko, and

weas
on his head ae bi
. and his fa

bruised.

swift
1 that
and he had
anticipate

no
any

scrious result.

e laid Tom gently
and stood gunrd o
whilst he watched the
rushing tho hose alo

and the police
£ into the crowe
He heard the ciashing of
wlass, the hissing of
it epluttered

ing building,  He sow snioke
steam and sparks  rise
1wa then e

d the crowd cheer.
A moment later Hughes

eame running up

Ben,” cried breath
The
hngnlli
he fire
o real
-!xug-r nmt I think the audi
e be entirely

s Adams drew in a
ath of reli
Thuuk gooduess for
that I he murmured. * And
now I'm going to take poor
Tos home! T dom't think

badly hurt, but I'm not

P

foing 10 lake any riske I'l]
get a doctor to come and
have a look at him.  Poor
little ¢

‘!!ti he's got to

5th Chapter
Martin's Last Gamble.

previous page.)

wsing o and
interposed.
“1t's all very well, s
“1 did my besi: and eve
run considerable risk of |
up for the damage,
into the arms of Hughes.
desperate ht, and 1
leaving bim lying senseloss
groum!. But if he recogni:

‘s that? erded
J theroupon fol
le the promoter lis
to his words, realising in
that Newland acl
s:dﬁrahi- risk.
“ Hut understand  this,”
“if by any chance you are
you arc to indignanily
4|m|y and my name is ot 1y
cven’ jn event

right, gnv'nor 1™ grow

indignantly

for T ran n..m
We had a
pot

away.
un

Gearge

it
ally did run con-

deny every

b

of con-

led New-

way in left
starm e

Tuae

work with, i
sure of yo
v
do By

nasty erad
injured while

out, they say; and T
bo able to show
mmmt Cohen.

&na
seems to me that
+ out of this job a

Tom Belcher had,
a nasty crack on the
falling joist.

effects of th
of course.

alter
ik

would-

On Monday morning
s, Crow, and Newlnds
o George Martin's

An
it

of Murtin,
scowling ut them. rusted to
you to sce that the work was properly
carricd out, and bless me il ven
N

Geargo
1

said New-

Is the hall burat
1 went along 5

t
*  The side
el up, and a
nside the

I s windows were
Jot of workmen
ilding.  Buta
little thi ng like that vlnn[ stap a
man like Bob Lewis.
o's poing to open to-night”

(

on 1" exclaimed- Crow ineredu

inspect the dan

given

the necessary permiission.  And w
no better off now than we were
before.  1¢'s cost mae fifteen quid to

give Bob Lewis's hall a fine advert
ment—that's what it amounis to !
nd he went on grumbling  aud

Will you do Your Editor a good turn hy asking a non-reader of THE BOYS' FRIEND to read Owen Con
"

the o soholus; form of Tom Beichcr in h

aking his way Into tho entranc

oo ! Aund I'll

don’t Jose
Then

sce

all a4 adverti
m;- lire ta preven
wwething’s got to
growled Georg Murlin,
care o straw
can spoil his gate
rln |ghlxmrh: o

this

after

lu crowd

5 adv
break in there, Tt would o
afew of us to show them n
Unee the boards were down,

what it is. #s long
He'll draw

Tf only
b

It wa

that you

and 1
I could
danuge

ball are

zh.r

with 4 few of
e the c

rowd to
want

example.

uue the

he ou,
partic

cours

himself
advisabie to rest
Ben Adums was in
e lool E
ove and

right. My lu.nl
blue where
me; but I'm ablr
I want to tox. 1
and Mr. Lews that I
The dector says n
Ben
Up sprang Tom Belc

trying to put

iith with the publi
her nail in his coffin.
you're

indeed,

without do
but it wauld be

only fair to

exclain
i iden!  Try
you a Int of
" w

¥
i el
if it comes off
ob Lewis any

ot,” put in
her's had a
He

was

Fomy to
wht, after

veceived
heid by that

unconscious  half
¢, and when h i
ently sick—the  aft

Towed,

w sound sleep
s ton, as any
he said that

ght te
ular

physical

a quandary

Fm
be black ar
beam struck
therw

hauld

o, muttered

He st

The Impostors ! "

| erowd,

[ been

terity of

* What
le asked,
to satisfy

and I
Ben.™
we'll see,”
commiteal answer,

Tom ate heartily that evening, and
ned very spry and bright.

faith

was the non-

And so at eight o'clock he accom
panied Ben to the hall, outside which
they  found a ghty  crowd
assembled

Ben conld never remember having
scen such a erowd outeide the Sta
during all the years he had kiown

t &3 a boxing-hal

ows of the had  atiructed
them. And, the growing re-
putation of Tom Belcher, the draw
i eard that_night, had brought

They were hemmering
and shouting for ad-
,||[l|ﬂ|\§l'| they knew full
rways mod passages

l with sports.
shrug-

1 hither.

way was being kept clear

ergeant and two men.
Hen 'Adaims and Tom Belchér hurvied
along it {o the side ¢ doar,
wssed into the building.
the windows Tom
em and saw  that
one of them was boarded vp,

ance.

ass
At

waiting to

{ing  down

Bob Lewis know. :
ndants round here quick we may

o bl
of the alley.

ers from the di ru.(luu

he cried, *what o

sot sick of
@ 'bn:alu
Ba

-hn

at-

save the sitnation

OfT rus To + ha had

gone many pace of the

crowd sen pussage
leading to the auditoriun

barriers had evidently beon

. and it was neces-

nd so

» of the wnni»l

He was oeveral
of Bob L atiendants
had been rne nat the crawd wera

attemptin
aml the;

wh
right to ﬂ)<\ W

the blackened b

ickwork ab
around showing w the

this fime almast
that the fire hs
ho ma
Bob Lewis.
1 placed in the
and_sensational
romised,

caused by
wbviously e

was the higg

Tom t
ke bov's ¢
bruised

m swiehed it so. Ben kuew thut
1l the bay.  And, be
sroved that he could
ot Stand :\u racket it would bo a
simple matter to stop the contest at
any time

And so Tom began to leisurely pre-

grme. Ban Adams staggerod biindly along tha passage, and
specdily gained the strec:

. who I\ ul been nve,

<If, w
Adams found himsclf faced by
Craw wndd Ayres, of the rival boxing-
hall. They w:nnrnndmszm;Iw\\m-[r\w,

he crowil” iy

rush at
mon e

Crow,
attitude,

:
laugh, thrust the i

made at him aside, sud then
with lefi and vight sent himy
recling backwards ta the un-

o, throngl

man
boxing science,

" at {l mm
tipe fought the atiendants
w I,a forced him ba

“Ilere, come on, if you
don't want to lose. vour
chance 1" he yelled, turning
to the crowd.” “Thr way's
clear; these chaps don™t

1! the mob outside
ap o the win-
forward,

faced by

s darted fire, his
clene o
i fibre of his
traiued i con-

DBea

several body-
1 Teply

15 were

a I lum led the rush
the barricaded mmm\\,,

quest’s magnificent school story—
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had rallied. They burst through the
seething mass of humaniy now, beat
them roughly aside, and lined up in
front of the winduws, barring the

way.
Ben, with a laugh,
his comyade

oys,

then tumed to

* that'll _do!
but 1 don't
fter all, and

Anid if

e said,
Somo have got i >,
think they're =0 many,
Kept the rest ont.
Cieorge Martin was at the back of
won't he Lo annoyed®  For he
«]un any wood, and Bob Lewis
t hovse ‘m\ ever
ince he opened this pl as &
b mr' hall.”
And with that,
of the attendan

o

after advisin e
to wait on guard

there, Ben celured to the :\'nvnn.
room, wh found | Belcher
Calallit wikd confidsnily Sivaiing X1k

A remove Hw over

was  ba
being
almost lu

arm
muscles
the elbow

ron

as ‘m- logked st him,

My la it makes my
heart blovd to (h:uk of your boxing
vourg Cohen to-night! He's a clever
kid, and as artful as they make

He'll find your weak spot in a mo-
ment. And when he's in the ring
hi's a terror. s teader-hearted

enough outside it, but wit the
vopes he's like a raging lion."”

Well, never mind!” mnw:-md
Tom Belcher chnvrlu!t ** Let me
sce what I can do. last & round
or two, I think: and, if the worst

comes to the worst,
up the sponge and sav
Ben Adams looked sto
more he saw
youngster the m
Vinced that no odlinary
boxer. And if for one brief moment
he imagined that this was an sssum
courage, which would evaporate the
moment the lad entered the rm" the
iden was dispelled by
gleam in the boy's blue eyes.

The 6th Chapter,

Well Won !

g Cobien arriv at the hall
w host of friends,
dressing-room,
ticipating vic-

jml can lhrun
o1

ll} at ‘I‘um
of the amazing
v became con-

v
who crowded into
smiling

.
chattipion.
oy looked wonder-
. and smilingly an-
¢ to mike

try and get a [le(lp at
fike w kiew how he

shigpes
OIF went Abrahaims on his mission ;
be came back, smiling

i, you've
® Tom m\lhor s
. ob my. his
Ile won't

tod the Jew boxer
eagerly. eight or the |
“The right. And as | peeped in
throurh & chink 1 saw Ben Adams,
with  face as long as o Gddle, telling
Tom that e didn't think he cught to

n sel about his pre

with  thoe  greatest
ity

“I don’t like taking advantage of
aent e said- pe 5
u little sportsmun like Tom
i, T'v 1o win. But

'n as lightly as I can
soon ready; and then,
Limself out “between twa
summons 10
that he

warst of

v
the
tobihier,

with Towm I

Tt was
Tom Bele
into the hall
way tonards

previous page.)

e eould
densely-packe
eries, in the

move for
in the gal-
they were wedged

<0 tightly as to sway first to one side,
and then the other s they craned
their heads to get a glimpse of the

hardly
crowd,

The roar of applause which grovted

him was deafening. Tt caused his
face 4o fush, and Bis pallor vanished
Tom climbed through the ropes

a lad in w dream, but he forgat

3 aching bruises, and was thinking

of fhe 6 ta his

¢ and sat down Acbuns

and two other old boxers attend
ahice upon

lair was

4
other

with a ca

. I whed wonderfu

Were Imurmuring now.
had noticed Tom's bruised
bead, and the news rhat he
wwd taken part in the putting out of
the fire the nlll?f day swept swiftly
round the hal

or

for llw\
arm and

disability 7
Amidst much comment,

the gloves
woere produced and tied on. Then the
two boys crossed towards cach other
and shook ]mnds

* Sorry you're not in the pink." said
Young uhvu. “But at's my
fnuh

not

nwrrr'd Tom
ng, am 11"

but I hope that bud arm
your giving me o good

“hut I'm

won't_prove
fisghit.

Tom  smiled. who was
anitionaly watehitg i, Hotired ¥ie
emile.

*Can he do it 1" be wondered ;
ghed as e reckoned the |
chanee was a poor o

0 he van et through s Tonuds,
it's as able
manage,

o

wha wat
he cot
smilingly. chatted

timekeeper  suddenly  ordered  the
secands out
Den gave Ton
T shal
ent had come,  All
i machinatiops thas
far had come to nought He had
friledd to prevent Bob Lewis fro
opening the b And he bad failed in

Gilling the
erawd of

Bob Lewi
gate, whil
here wer

ball when opened wich a

secnred a splendid
at the 8t. George's Hall
erpty benches o be

i tn K pove: ke be
might yet win & teck in the game
0 sooner lad the word been given

‘ohen

and the bell rung, than young
leapt &t Tom ns i h
sweep him cut of the ring

Iis rush was eleetric, but it did not
Tom unawares,  Craftily the
young hoxer crouched, with
held high to protect his face
while his body was covered by a
double-length of forearm.

Cohen banged away at this
danced sideways, 4
dous blow mgainst

Then

i,
d geiting in
chhander with
rhed bis opponent's

close, un
the Ieft. Tom u
fic:

covered armed
ut when

1 iuh which

i up again,
against a torrent of blows,

least expected, loosed
. and then |
Young Cohen crept in

both hands.  He lau
o rapier thrust, then went o a
clinch, 1 del mway at Tom's
body like & madma

His aitack was so furious that a

selt

shout of dismay went up, Yet Tom
Beleher perricd the blows, and pre
sently, pushing his opponent away.
sent three successive lefts home on
the face, with force -and precision,
fushing Coben's face, and making bis
rs,;iu eye water.

The young Jew boy
tereific awing, but Tum

launched
nsily ducked

o

under the biow, and smiled at bis
opponent as Colien recovered his
balance, and grivned buck,

ontrived o lead, but the elang
of the bell put an end to the round.

In round \wo, (uhm r p( terdd lm
rushing tacti Beleher
Cavie up, Apd Tooked m if lhr
young Jew boy were making
vhopping block  of  him Ewrmml\
Cohen must have sent in at least a
dozen upm..-m have landed as many
blaws on the of Tom's neck, and
wasted double nm number inun
availing efforts to pumish the liule
wonder about the hody.

The audience  began  to  shout,
Somebody  velled referen to
stop the contest. as Lm\nn

usly in, T

face,
it bruised and stained
ing seriows and

Leen marked
a stauer

expested to s

Not sa; T
le

Shh b gl BT i retteatig,
brought shouts of joy from n]l lovers
of true milling w .

And  when  Cob
S bl st TR which
found ouly air, and-sent him tumbhng
o hin Lnees, they  rocked  with
laughter.

Ben Adams was -uw!lng now,

“Bravo Tom (" he or
T cound Wike: Cohse aeill-foresd

the lightwg, and Tom Balcher
cavered up.

The young Jew bay could mot
believe “that Tom would last much
longer.  Whenever used  his

am
e,

ns:hl as a guard, he wu
He must begin 1o wesken soon,

thought young Luh(‘n He can’t

win with only a left hend’
Al

a while, as he Telt his
oppunent’s efforts die away, Tom
eame out of his smother, and, darting

his left in again and again, got it
through the Jow boy's guard.

And in this way the bout went on.
until xix rounds had beet recled off,
aid Tom was still on his feet, and
what was most astonishing, did not
appear to bLe dis us  his
upponent.

But ¢ by
ont of himself
e had been cor

sl

24

1ot taken so nnch
a young €

ving his streng

whilst the placky m., Jew had
been lavishly aquandering his. Lt was
the misse sl this spehdihrite, aad
Tom, baving taken much of the con-
Adener strenuth out of Ins
opponent. t for him in the seventh
round, pinking again and again

with the left, ich
never out of Cohen's face,
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mer

ed to

The latter set  hiz  tecth, and
slammed in lefts and rights viciously,
and with all the force there was
b

tance e drove the left
in on one side of Tom’s jaw, and tl
right on the other. L1
marvel,” as the audience ecalled him,
senped both, his head shifting this
and then that, just that fraction

of space nccessary to canse the other
nswering
faltered, and_then

d knocked off with
. aleo from the left:
50 brmsed and

,,.:
lu fi mghu: mmJ lurn tack the
lead.

He either guarded.
stopped- most of Cohen’s efforts with
his cight, and then pasted his man
with the left whenever bhe saw an

parricd, or

« andience were delirions with
duliht.
ceal his emotion

dotted down the
whet a big halan
favour,
ot the

Ben Admm uxulq not con
The

glances

enst

atior mercurial voung

hoxer.
From the

of the eo

antil the

cighth round to the fmish
test, wh not come
bont - its nilh'rw\

lnst mmhl of all
Like

n madman,
while T
g nu vuln
was content to hnhl hin

kenowing full well that he had we
And when last the bell
amd Colien. i
with puffed lips, swollen pose,
black eye, uttered a  grin
despair, the audience rose en ninsse ot
the gallant youngsters,
And then the Jew Loy, with a half
mile, turned gracefully m Tom, \‘\hu.
now that the battle was
inclined to collapse. 11
Tom's gloved hands i
* Bravo, Belcher,” he mn\ 1 did
my best, but you were too good for
me.  But L m ¥ I'm proud to be
luinn by you. y o simartest
P've ever faced in the ring

er, seef

.,nm.m both

s anticipated the referea’s ver-
dict, you see, and Tom smiled hack
at b i think that his o
way such a grand livle spucisman.

When the nudience left the hall that
night, they were all talking about the
srent contest, It was the best they
Could remember having seen for some
It had been clean, honest box-
ing. without the semblance of a foul

v it, and the better lad had won.

And o Ils)l. Faewis scored all the
ri artin reaped o
are from his sowing

vengance,
Aud to make matters worse, people
were begpinning to say ¥ ugly
things about that fice. T were
wondering  whether  George  Martin

had had a hand o it

As 8o I ta the dress-
or gut e
Adarms
at on

was

anxiouy 1o geb him home atd

to bed,  The sooner the better, he
said.
1 so prosently they feft the hall
Lln- sihe entrance dour, lughes

mpanying them.
lh:mdc a migh

crowd was wait

"Shddenly Hughes uttered o cry.
aw & man i the erowd whom he
o t owas the man he'd
ng the hall an the night
It was Newland.
Hughes dashed ar him,

e fire.
Instantly

h
wrestled  Fercely
;um-nn] and fought like
‘I've got you., you
Hughes; but with o wrench
freed bimself, and got away, vamshing
in the crowd tike a streak of light
“Oh. was that the man, Hughes
mkml Ben Adam:
‘Yes, Ben, boy.
‘hen he's one of George Martin's
pets,’” growled Ben,
Is that 5o *" cried Hughes,
what are we going to do uhuul
Ten Adams ~m
Oh. never mind ied.
hm run.  The guy'nor’s rme:rd by
insurance. It mu{]ll be difficult 1o
prove.  And w had all the best
of it. Come on, llugh-w, my boy, let's
get along home.”
THE END.

(0T OF THE KECKONING!" it

thet.tleof nect Meniay's ima e mplete bozityg

Sary, Introdueiny Towe Belohor, the Bomieg
)

jaether,
il cats.

prize-winners-

Trish acquaintance, 1
the
Ye

NO WONDER!
“Waal, Pat,” said a E’nnkn‘ to an

th

e
0.

best runners in
nited States, som

off, and then jump
ate!”

* TALES TO TELL.

Our weekly
Look out for YOUR winning
storyette.

r reckon

w o man who ran thirly

l

“*s0 ho ought !

n
ALL COMPLETE.

Peeress (to her little son): " Do

you know, rling, some day you

will be a peer
Son and Heie

“And will 1 i)a\e

pavilien at the end of e, mummie ?
¥

Sent in

I | Woreestor.

BAD

Two old Scotchmen sat by the

smoking.

Donald
There's

s smookin
5 rmmn.i so tight, it win
Owen,

by Miss

THER WAY.

nak

ve

some_ither bo

in by

lluminln ‘1 ‘\\1]‘5.

Holland thst concrete
wan guns have been found there.

from Iolland;

“1 see

VERY LOW.

t

e is w rt‘poxl.

g

panse) :
e

a

Pearsall,

fire

from

‘Don't helieve & word you hear

says it is a lowlying coustry.”
Sent in by George Furey, anmg
am.

mamn mr

Bouica

“I hear bmbbler Ixu
bia pll)'l ?n the-boards

uuh to

stag up b

b, asd imo(l it in the snow-
Ne-Sent in by E.

I,

rbridge.

A LOSING GAME.

Onee

farm-labounrer

the geography book

iui‘ gne of

"

u mw a
goversign lying in the road. | Nob
knowing what it was, he atood look-

i
(-lh-rn‘d
0 Ixh(mnr told his fri

t it

a

+hilling for

s abou

nd & man who came along

at

it Inter on, and was langhed at and
told he hind lost nincteen shillings by
the deal

Some

WHaAT'S
- therd

re

Wan.”

o Wlli Ki

o

”l"hrr: ¥4

t

And when Knott_hud
wondered whether Watt ky
coming or not.

me

sovervign_ on

What is your na
\V..LI s Iny namc.

afterwards, he  saw
railway plat
sayun

il
: way,

in ln w

IN A NAME?

nre you, please?”

pleaset”

1ame
me s Watt,”
Vell, I'm oo

b, 1 beg vour pardon

will be i to-nig

tew
Sent in by Donale

Thomas, Carduff.

T lost nine-
w thing like you
t

ing o

ml me your name,
“Why won't you?"
my name is  William

d

Aul
Ahe
and *
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THE FIRST CHAPTERS

DICK MANLEY. his sister N
d JIM KLUX, are on
rs when a terrible

will bring your sister
we have to fnllnw ber

i

ot

with innumer

able  dangers, and  altér  seve
encounters with animals of enorm:
size, they lie down to rest, leaving
Dick an

Sudde q a huge
dragon.| ti\ es cha The fy
falls u_y imense bird, and

\Jl\l‘ is just 1m'[m g to shoot ‘the
when ive hears his sister calling

Before the lad can reach Nell, she
tehed up by an apewoman, and
carried off.  Dick follows, aud after
n unsuccessful search, he loses his
vy in the fore
iwo apemen,
but in the tre

There, whilst he is kept pri
nuL henrs the strange

and is captured by
their

and  taken 10

4

vOrsing. II.‘ cannct
langnage, b tha
are arg .np ether th kil b

eep him wlive.
(Nui read this week's instulinent.)

A Lueky Accident.

.lq he sat, i
treo-hint.

of the' apemen’s
uing, or, father. watching bis
ars \1151- sz his fat

Ever o hnd realised that he
md 11n losing himeelf in the
- bad bitcerly repented Lasing
B e oais athont
rousing hi for he
haw anxions they would be wbout
him

Bt he ddid not for a moment regret
: followed the elusive drmf@m
B was at the bottom of all

know
e was still
woman rose from the

“position the  adults had
before their prisoner, and,
up the 1 of twigs, de
| { c

the bone 1
il

then to a similar

sane |

OUR COMPANION |
PAPERS S

The Opening
and Thrilling
scenes,

ht

thoug

wniformity,”
Dick. ** If 50,
time I gat
Where's my
Ts had gone from the
lenf-strewn floor on whioh
he bad laid it After
him for some mi
1 to his herror that
and 2 charming sister
more like a young
wr brather, were lmu..!

saring abo

ouing idiole if
will 'get
as the boy

towa o
i grabbed him by the
e

hich could
illness or

Lo was,
go his ho
availe

bo
of
at the stock of the
young lady apeman v

the entrance to the
wize, snd-the Housric
o ]

Tt with har

hut leant over the heap of weapos
to which we have before referre
picking up one after the other and
ha]m\unu each, with the air of an
expert ere n-t ng it for another.

At lengh she fixed upon one of the
with
Dick

cavemen's stone axes, armed

nhth she took hir star

pointing to the skull she had t
from the wall, and back to Dick's
head, ax thouih to indicate the exact
part of hix head she meant to hit.

There was no mistaking
of the woman's gestu
t his heart
stepped b
distance a
her head.
Tao late Dick regre
mitted to his cap
- but known his I
y extricate

he mean-
Dick

¢ conld
{uuu

n o fies
hu \\Mh the aid n!
cwor and his chemical pistol.

it was too late, for
the apemen’s buge, clawlike fingers
encireled his arms like iron

Presently e saw the st
in its swing, and clesed hi
he might not s fearful
ward stroke.

b blow never fell

! can )
a riflo fired
held on
rustling of leaves,
el when at |

downe

mpering of
th Dick Mapley

On_th
his r
muzzle

happened,
or the rifie

o
- trugger, and

|nm rifle wo

it that
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which will hold the reader speli-
bound from start to finish.

BY REGINALD WRAY.

PP S

Holding on 1o enh
men forced him on
whilst the amiable mu.ur-u of the

wund his way,
st the trees)
he should be
his friends,

wae npwilling to Jet
them off with so light
a pmukhmull

Chapters of a Tale of Weird
Adventure, full of amazing

match
pack

strange iy
of the muny
the forest
L should

a sleader tb.
of

live ran
the nearest
another

e
his  <knll, ich & commo:

vot bat - that atn
would in due upper  world  that he

att of his hidecur. | Dick; au ho-clipbed s it without

when its full iy

wlly down the trun
A waste time H 8
might have been.
else of greater
importance at that moment. Although
Dick did not think the spemen woul
readily r om the «'th of the

in

with sou

uneone from his own world—in
utber words, by his companions, of

oy
With  trembling
tngled the rag

rapidly with

bands he disen-
he

he wa:
omm\(

Lhm the

n ;
i net
beasis

w h h Im
abont for
ent \:pun
wner upon

Iul ot 0 mnch
apemen could be -m If they nqn
anywhere near, they mast have beén
caling theniselyes,

L A.nd twisted,
v abundant in
are open the

what s

b fonnd
Breath]
e

Ui sign

(Continued n the next page.)

ax he
in the direction:

¥ |-!u..||\. s
Dic
searching  the

Though not daring to look round, Dick could hear the deep breathing of his pursuer close behind
him, and a hoarse, brenthicas shout escaped his 1ips ae he darted botween twa of tho enormous ribe -
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Overwhelmed with sudden terror, | them, from_ time to time jotting | T wanted, then you could have made
Be ran towards the skeleton’s taili | down notes in a large pocket-book as | » beast of yourself with the rem
then, as both the fearful creaturca | he did 5o, if you liked. Bah, toad! Carrion
followed, realised too late that he had | It was Professor Kendrick Klux, [ cater
made o falso move. In the com- ! whilss equally interested, though | Enraged at losin
paratively narrow space in which he | more cautious, Jim Klux
wow found himself he would full an | Byan hovered near hum, wow and elephani-gun, and advanerd towards
o the tiger's sweeping L again darting forward, and pulling | the collared lizard, evidently with the
claws, | him out of danger his en- Iu.uutmu of avenging himself upon

his specimen,
Pat | Professor Klux unslung his enormous

But, fo lis surprise and unspeak- | thusism for seicntific research carried
{:hln rnlplnn-lu the f- med u; hm\n lI;\ugﬁr:w-ﬁlV near the combatanis, Jm: {hix  watched his father's
: inve forgotten him, for, with arche With startling suddenncss, the movements i dismay, then, realising
(Continued from previous page.) bk and bared <' "r it s elurins | canne s conlusion. that ull attezapis a1 porsyasion woul
geand ol sh etock i snee | @Fer lis head at the frog-lizard | At the very moment when victery | be usele e cnught hold of the
B ;E‘m‘f_sil Beitia stock. from. wHenod L TR ety n. usbual snapotien | sevined about o declare wthe tiger's | professar’s arm, and, pomnting to the
, Barely had the resolve taken shape | (X300 bebween the two beasts, for | favour, for he hed forced the frog- | skelcton. said:
e bl e s somothing | | A'IW was h-;mhwi up. its lizard on o his back, and was worry- | “L wonder how that whale gob
white ing through the trees less | iml limhs saplay, its “short ing the life vui of at, he suddenly ' in the most matter aof Ilnr'l
than Bty vards oy relegs prossed Uigltly agai collapsed, torn Lo picees by his foe's | tones he conld command.
I'mlmg all His remaining o eround, its lideous lead draw foarful claws Dick shot a wontdering glanee at b
;. Fitited. its short, thick neck se But the victory availed the frog- | chum, but Jin had not lived with
wve disappeared nside its hud\ lizard nothing. father Tor several yoars v\lllml.t learn-
It was also evic lordly cn in death, the tiger refused 1o | ing how to manage him.
tiger od, s “‘d- the on s enemy's throat, Professor Klux had raised s fist

¥ vr two neffectual | as though o <|r|\u- his son down, but
tor uedriy a ihihute's st ruggles, lu shake itself frec of the | on hearing his remark came to an

which pierced  ats abm t halt, wnd glared at him under
frog-lizard coased  to

smallee but' mare repulsive-lonking
frok hurd. r gl
! d

anel th aggy cvebrows,
ho Tad ov e . wnd lay, its r.g}n; \uu, vou idiot! That is no
came apon 3 b i or ever i the whale's skeloton, but a surpriningly
high th ; ! Viitien A fort '"‘r"f']“i"- . i \‘J of deeth. perfect skelotor brute sim:lar
seraped with i o0 ¢ struggle ety ang of hix It A D r..".'_',fl‘ :\u.::.'.\l( S % 1o the one which 18" toar gz up my
ote o ably boing waged e ihts i " ‘ tiger," he snarled.
He bad just started off again, fired . o i t i6 ta frighten that dangerous opponent The Professor's Peril. strode furion stwoen twve
by tho theught that he would soon  of & glant, far | 5 I took a hurricd aim ut the s He strode futionsly botween two of

wortd wenk, extinet | o ¥ ul firec Pale and trembling, set overjoyed | the huge ribs, )

"'1'i,."§m"p"“°‘j o e red fuud himsel{ wnited to his comrades | Bver e a whale with a head

to Dicks | one more, Dick Manley staggered | like that?” ho boomed, pointing to

rather than walked fram the skeleton, | the monster’s prostrite skull.  “Or

“Hureoo! [t's Masther Dick, safe | one with a tail & dozen yards in

and well!” shouted Pat Ryan, dart- | length, or fect, v loge? Bah You're
forward aud scizing the missing | & brainless fool, sir !

- hand. Jin Kilux winked at Irick, then

old chap, defighted! [ | bowed his head as though  over-

d lost you for keeps | de his father's reproaches.

bl struck
rht to n
ar, which

iat i
1 b was bro
a booming
rehoed 1
fo

find his siste
her trail, wh
sudkden 1l by
ehood and
trees, hushog
cther soumls,
Fearfully he tu
'

idable even in death did the
|uok that at other time
L ta have

Bp for:

o i
went, the reptile’s huge hind
lews expanded liks stoel springs, and
clearing the which towards

4 1h e CHOTIIUS |4 il was a good twelve feet from
ribs were bui just wide cnough for | [ W M AS s e !
himi to pass between, and that benvatl AR iy
then be might Gnd ab lest n | SRS Al the tiger, which mo Sl
A s | weide Just to avoid the “m'?“ w

rned in the direction
fram whence the sound came, then
stood, rooted to groun

terror and amezement, as he saw &

i h

mporary respite from the % chatever ye .
huge viger, biggee than he bad ever \\[l, '.T" Iu ”:dmh\‘ f‘:mv:l © of that  enormons 53 of | clared Jim Klux. scizng his other f:‘h"'(;-" ;u call "i iire,
deemed it p e eould be, Lol sl B i hand, here on carth have you e inside this gintleman

steiding e ough  the hongh,_ bl daring o ok round commenced  fight such as no | been it rrnmx-d rnt yan.
trees i‘-‘ could hear "'“'d;‘“"i s mortal wan hns witnessed for at loast It's a long story, and al one time : |1\ n d l J ku'
way | i Ryt gy o voule . o tel out n short laugh, and slung bis rifle

1t was indecd & magnificent animal, | jo PUTEEE a million yeare, 1 feared T would » to tell it. g ung

ared, but | over his shouldor.

¥ ks ¢ one of you says Ao
whea he speaks,” he
are  have you

hough, by its retreat, the tiger | But here T am, badly scar
othersase sovnd i wind and linh

réplied  Dick, adding  excitedly :

*What's more, I've seen—

stauding a good twelve ength, ]M S diesl
and was stripad like the Bengal tiger | inormons _ribs,
of the it day. save that » grey

':."':, bk l':‘t('i[.“‘"‘iu_ ek AT me Jn-l‘\(-.L}lh the ,LTi: saurian’s haek The rest of  th ; he added, u- ling upon L'F:rlk‘

accust o soe on the mu e, which rose, like a ! drowned i a deafening roar, wham_ he seemed Lo notice for th
the jung| rafter, twenty foei abav Tl ook i f vorthy so

e el o of its u aw | ’ ing up, they saw s huge ﬂ.u.ma irst inie. ice trustworthy sentry

el ¢ ”"’:E wia fiche e (Sl heisas i g Booos CAN ENTER QUR ]| 15 ind iuriee harn the one on shich | you are o leave an miard. Deseres
around him quiv 1a dull, | 4 to be shot! No thunk o

iad his never-tobefor- | to anks o you w

d hea
leaden thud. mmglpd. vum el clash
of ivory on bone as the tiger. Turous
, Jaunched
£ ribs, evidently
Emp 4 to break them down by shioer

N b e golten puke, censhing towards them eaten in our slep.  Kine

ugh the moutls | of hare-brained thing a boy like you
i nder <you™ Hid arnse

re 1o sl
were, .md leave the

SIMPLE o
COMPETITION i/ e o e
TO"‘DAY! Prick aned Fat Ryuu t

a-tracks for us to follow, I kne

sholter of the skeléto, lmi‘hmfv R et ba o your Kindling

bad they faken a couple of step beewnso the  Apemen are not far
Lt they were brought to an abrupt bait | eaough ad
by hearing Jun cey. in sgoni | hus o o

need to have found aut
i
The First Three Sets of ton nobody hut

Despite its great
moved with the s m.\ grace of ils
tribe, as 1t pursucd a course which
must take it acros the ground over
k hnd run shortly

o, the tiger | 8L s

v
" ling on Lo

! knce, Dick ) \’dunlr) ]onlud with ml.a

% hope at the huge tiger now sprawling

ACIE tomad m""‘!“ why Yind of | o8 the ground from the force of the

waiching its movements in a kind of | 1iiL" and roaring furiously.

yeto and, of course,
ew 1

sigts o

hl].»r' For mercy's sake

I St A

stupor, b 3 Spitting and swearing, like o luge, Pictures e o Professor . Klux  had light the fire ax »
! A cold shiver shook the boy's frame cat, Tl st At e dead Gigrr's budy, and 1t was 1y lost sister who laid
ae he saw that the enormous beast ) gprawled on to tien e luge Appear an page s TRk fivhmere 1.
W gunng straii ot b Hemha shining ""l‘m- stared sgnoring. if he had not been 3o on. ejaculated
huge body cronciied to the ground. ae | forcely ot te insignificant creature Cover. grossed in his wark to hear, the tones which showed
though for a sprinr. self-prescrvation | who had so far excaped him. its long g "”“ Pradid i ; i et Bt
broke the spel] with which horvor had |yl waving slowly from s o side PO, idently " fhe o FliviEg i
baund lis li turniag ou Wi [ ng 0 crouched on to its belly, aud. voier seeured his attention, e| " Diek '\qul\l BT il e

5
heel, e darted it as fast as his fear- | deawing itself aver the ground with
i winged legs could carry him over the | 44 fore faet, pressed its hideous head
ground close ta the ribs
Ti

had shown ita wi ngness Tor peace, it | looked up with an impatient lmun about to re his adventures when

was evident that it would oaly accept | which incrcased,” rather than dimin’ [ Jim Khux Wikerpupeed hitis: sayli
e htmuuu and,  belug 1, when he recognized his perdl. ‘llold on a '|.ul old cha W

it awful roar rang througl : Sy g po | Pence with r v L4 P

2 dacandal oo peng hrough e st fmoment one, of do hugs | attacked. showe riler signs of en then he hesitated, as though | a little tuo near that big fallow for
1 aw r . ek only V3 d - 1his o 'l @ inte ¥ = e e . i e
shoulder, Dick saw ﬂ“\ ‘mighty beast wcapel the. g of Hie adiiter | shing 1o avoil ||! conflict 4 ant to luterrupt his measure- | my liking H 15 not a protty feeder,
Tollowing Hisfi fa.a-riding ral which | acaved. the Tticting an st IR o, ually sprang to the | and if he thinks us a mce damty to
Shapec cars by turned upon the froglizird with | ground and ran with a swiftiess lus | roimd off his meal, his horned sont

Tt et oF oot ol ko | to gpamabling to N frot, he backed | Lo Ry wiighiy s, which might | broadt amesir oy " aore i | ot oot neal his horucd
overtake his n he liked in ‘(‘hrh’fy‘l"'zl"’“ well ‘have ripped the huge monter | promise of, towards his three com. |  “1ts no word of a le you're
o " » i blow, but with 2 ¢, Masther Jim,” g
; tho tiger's gait which socmed- 4 hirn rage. reached for him with its blow, but with an agility | pas spaking \!l\;;'l.fllu”ri".{‘;‘ |:H:»Nllnl at

llu'k'ﬂ very blood 1o ice. » enormaone front paw stretched ont to
In le fun, darting now this way. | ity utmost, ita fearsome claws wide

uo\\ that, in v % 1o regnin | epraad to snize him.

| the comparative ».h.h.r <=! dm under- pqmm,mh for Dick Manley the

d itnpossible in so clumsy | With horror, the boys saw he hud | Hvan, o g
il reptile sprang back §put oF  lae i wo Imte. The |'of the same opinion. they stole
um.i th blow was wasted on cmpty | beast was quictly beneath the huge neck-bones
e professor's one. and ov to some undergrowth, along which
ad avoided the every stride, despite th they hastened for nearly a guarter of
tiger's stroke, the froglizard sprang | bullets the  three  British ere [ a mile, their steps quickeued by a
twenty feet from the ground, and ping at him, which ﬂ‘”.L- Pehd [t utburst of uncarthly roar-
lashing out with it lefr hind 1 ously off his and frumpetings,
caught the tiger in the side, its talon |,Alu.nz an clephant with g that other muonsters
like feet ripping a wound a yard it had arrived to share the feast with
ngth, then, searcely touching the an_of horror, Jim saw | the first-comer.
gromnd, hounded like o huge adia hideous hiead lowered were following some compara-
rubber ball out of reach of il cing prey. small_animal's track through
b, when Dick Manley, who

fily as it

auld not reach him by &

hover way he tarned the tiger gnud two yards. and, inspired by his
imitated s o 1 thus slowly | narcow cseape, he pn;urm m apen
bat surely heading Tim towards tho | fire on his foo as oo neryes
open country, where he would have nough to R"n\\ him to
o chaties whatsoever of escaping.

d his rifle to his
taking careful aim at
r's eves, for he knew

n Wh
. which,
to  dawp  the

' age that blused in s danntless Uv\.\yf"] m,u b lis rifle, its | oPponent’s SWECPIIE paws. he expected o see those
s imporcentibly but e e never: penetrate - the | But though sorely stricken, the | jans tlose upon his fathor, was lbadiag
iy from beaten. and as and every

e was about to

ainly sapping ih from

limbs, fira, w 2 most ove
n vain lie seanned ever a brea linost overpow v misshag
some Juw-hanging fa nd air, which swept aver face whwards
ho conld swing hm I path,

T lack of 1
k besten in by a er "
which bad wndonbtedly been
utely
It was the [ﬂnrlul nature of the
hadl filled the

snout
growling i a low
tore hug:

elf, and W turned,  the
\ulh mnm.l- the head of the skel \ m )
a8 & tApeTing anviit, thrust sidewsys, .
between the ribs, and a [ throat, and was workving it
row of shep sawlike fes terrawr would 4 rat,

mupped to within six inchos of s | Over and over the two
locked in an race  which but the neck
wis withdrawn he saw | only end i the death of on 1 weled by a metal
i hoth, for the 1zard was v ssor. ] £001ET oxa similar to the o
was pressed | both its front hind hy the apew wn whose g
the  skeleton | terrible effect on 7 his sister stroggling. and he
wcunrded by the tig whits stomach, step oxer the repulsive form

R

all the
the huge teeth mac ¢ r

the armour of the mighty hm.m
shared that foarful
. was drawing nesrer

v had seized i b

and nearer.

His breath w g in quick,
short gusps, his heart was beating as
though it would burst through his
i Die knew that the was

son Pt ure dewniption | So engrossed was Dick Manley i yond it he should see Nell's
s more froglike m rowhich had | this thl of mia that he could You're 1.
othing pre eollared hzard he had | never tell exactly when a form the only specin
his y red of beard an | sothed i . {Us Vel vafe. ur ks shie bon couelly .

n flasiual futs Ihek's mind, | broad-shool . 4
unequal | and h\- knew that he h Tow appeenred npﬂl the seen for two nnlhon If you'd
i one way, | even more dangerous foe than the of the ! from the fight mw anly kept way = langer, ,,‘.w,,.,,., af ,,,mm,,,. oy in
as became the o to contend against, '3, m.n.J.v danced  around © ' have taken all the messurcments ' wext Monday's uul 3 FEIEND.

icent sohool story—

derert by thednvage ivkabitants af toe litden
rld ? There il be another thrilling

contest could only
dic figlting to the !u.

Wl you do Your Editor a gocd turn by asking a non-reader of THE BOYS' FRIEND to read Owen Conquest's magni
“ Tha Impostors ! "
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HARVEY

tetertives, i

<|up1 s Beun vob
‘( Ji(c LE

—sesmimta of i
[Leene hu|d;- = 7. g's
tlor, a man n-nm l R'\I'B"R'E

" When Oliver reco
a dark room

There he ove
i1

Iad pla
latt

PART IL
The 1st Chapte
A Man of Mystery.

Nobody  wes

i
he Cirels

L3
« dumy fign
I in

and the dummy gure lying by
rench window,

THIS WEEHK:

Wiic i & v
b naon

Mo

the s
nunders
Oliver. " *Wha the
stein

* You shall have an explanation in
a-few words,” said the det
“ Aaron Mosenstein u. [y um,umms
fene o stolerproperty.

vevasions the of 13 have
disposed of plunder to this man. The
police learned that, and they passed
the information on to me.

But neither Mosenstein nor the
gang know that the police snd mysell
possess  this knowledge, \llmi\ Wik
gleaned only o day or so ag
Judged  that it was likely m bo of
servicr lll some time, v

1y fl

to-nig
do with t g
“1don’t see the point vet,” replied
Oliver.
¥ ilo band of

Aaron

1 of melting

o probabls buen theie

thus T hall ha
!

I
cene nodded. and  was
t for a few mowments, garing into

had better——
He brok

telephone th
=hall

lithe figure’of the ¥
b .

u
a‘du-d lhr- bm \n.ar:‘-\-l m.m wh

jau

he locked nippers on
nd  dragg ne  seross

“\ by do you think so?

street tothis own place.” Baron
“And ¥ou escaped from him, did |+ Because it is impossible for me to
you?? think hi
o: he let me go.” The cliief

He let you go'" cried the chiel, | man of mystery is cu
Vou have Tieen trivked, you infernal | rades had fitel e no knowledge, was
idiot]  Keene must bave followed | the br the oraguisation,  He

;. ind smoked in silence for &

olly fear!" declarcd  the | fow moments. his mind bent on the
He have me fob- | shrewd deduction he had formed.

k Eecno knew where to

said, “would he have

.1 was too
1l tell you the

ther unlikely. come to
the Baron admitied,

3 is,” declared the
a -«hrnz of the shoulders.

And the Ferret explained how he
ad béen captured by Kecno, and
afterwards released.

Here you are, sir,” he concludod
“This is what Keene told me to give
to vou
nd he handed the cnvelope to the :
chief, who tore it open, and read | master.  But he could not guide him
sloud the brief mes: to the place from which he escaped.

He has ouly a vague itles as to whero
At nine o'clock to-morrow night | it s’
1 am coming to your riverside lair for | " Then why did Kcene send the
Lord Searming’s gold plate.  Kindly | bluffing message
have it read “For much t

led s lordship

and | we had a trai
pin | th
drap.
i the
i the

ag

same reason that ha
ve that
s0 that

with us,

e

have works <>
Harvey K

d gone to Princes
Barou, with a
1 <honldn't

and ot Iw intention,
teap for

the Ferret
would have
i as it was with

ot turned from

rk and narrow  alley
leutta \\ harf and the i
- h "

avens, sir, g
Red Rufis,

<o sure Tam right,

ne our  bidding
:

hief, and L-

lel-- Kovne de

n a h\hh e

1 kic

king voice,
king, wors:

It was the chiei wha spoke. and
mocking laugh that followed his words
llayed  tho penie, Al eyos. wera f 7, e hare leapt o i
wraed on hio. erampled the ie of firy that bis coni

detective’ vasige between | panions shrank from IH=| lmt when
1 i ol Srhita e eraat Hom s 1 o | N a0k s ek ad g e iy

to its ¥
> chicf h’mi He stared into

you have failed! How is

n’t my fault, sir. wa
Keone.  He hud & ;\um:m

coppad by o ta bl 5 sl lile
at his window, and he was hidden in | 1H¢ 18 7 -\‘{‘L'.‘.. e dwelling,”
the empty house.  After [ fired he he said, “I judged that it might be

on me, and with the help of

of use fo us at some time. 1 looked
ver it carcfully. - The

T am doter
wined that b shall
"o _p
drew his ehnir ol
to the tuble

The 2nd Chapter,
Craft Agalust
Cruft,

Moanswhils
vious wight

e b ot,

ol ,w- vr 7|-4 mmm
of vantage

) to observe wit

Thi rrnt tr.mbl.d in Koenc's unrelaxed grasp, shrioking
with t and all the while the amoke thickenod and the
fames soared highar and higher

ers were fo re
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can be obtained.



Publiched
Every Mondav

THE BOYS’

FRIEND

Prics
Qne Penny

10/4/15

.
(Cnn:muad from previous page

sts until they should receive u
certain signal from Keene.

Turle Street branched off 1 main
road, and as it was {n‘qlwuk‘d at all
l:nun- and lined with e ' barrows
and pretty shops, it oﬁmvd lcclhhen
or ge. Aaron
lived there for some yoars, ...d .u
warily that he had never been tripped
up by the police.

their po Gnger on you.

ben,™ said the chie

That 15 all, 1
aod-try

off.

| rung
g the

k. aad shook Dis head doubtfull
Ltis a complicated afair,” he
tored. T don't like it L wish I hae

Do you under-

your instrugtions are clour,

receiver on its |

plimng to him that it will be safer
for you ta negutiste, there Fa the pur.
base of the stuff. The Jad and [ will
Ve Hider-in (e, Sril whih
the man appears we will whip out
and cover him with our revelvers
Ahould any arsistance e reguired, you
give 1.
Meanwhile, 1 shall huve bloy
whistle as a signal to the
\m\ rush ito the house,

LA

police, who
They will

and hasten up to jou me.
anclerstand 2

ﬁs.'mi Kann
i now ftake

¢ detective were ed

shop to the office at the
! puseage 104
nded. Wh

they hud trnverscd another m
the Jew opensd a door and drew his
companions throug « bad br mm
a candle with him, and the lign
vesled an apartnient tant had
windows, and was furnished with a
desk, & couch, and a table. and

stepped
it

several chairs, Harvey Keen:
ard and peered in

! o enough,” he s,
K \'lﬂ« cnstein. Be sure
you :Inu r fail us.
Aaron Mosenstein withdrew, shut-
| ting the door behind him, and went

quietly  downstairs, laughing in his
|| sleeve at the thought of the chiel's

His house, No. 17. was a large, | never had anything to do with thr
rickety old hatlding of foar starie, | gang of e v TP chmrec, brie ondhie vl
and almost as tortuous as a rabbit He paveed, hearing the click of the i o N then ek el
warren inside steeet door.” He pased from the | 40 126 Wore stumdig in darkness at

An adjoining dwelling. No. 19, was | affee to the o op, and found there o | So% S LN SUUNECOOR indor
the that had been referred to by | tall,  shubbily-drossed  man,  with s:ﬂ)m.i rom o creviee of the b
the of 13, who had pur- ded features, and a fuir, R et g ! !
chused it i an assumhed name a month | moustache, who was 1 Olive i

rry
¢ forward il
opened Ggain, and ther
cagged y ith g

¥ similar to the | As he
and it was un
To enter it without being

or %o ago. 1t was ver
residence of the fence,
oceupied

ap)

mured Ol

3rd Chapter.

seen was not a difficult matter, since | also \:nrl a pareel un bi e I ¢
there was i« high-walled yard at the | two nrvpgull 10 \be Hieink ool
back, and » pate that led to an alley. | puwnbroker glaneod  at
Anron Moscnetein was & man of differenily o
sisty, lean and bent, with a booked | What have you got
uose, and w ragged, irongrey beard | asked. ; e
and moustache, e had the vision of 2
a haywk i he was.always oo hoo | e, tini v farge sk, snd st pushed
guard. “And thus it happened that the | | As he spoks, hir n.m\ il o i bl S s stopped

plain-clothes  constables,  eareful

thongh they were,

his

I nut escape the

and threw a furtive look about him.

atiention of g : There'he is.” said the lad in a low,
Le first noticed them on the morn- | Yea My K murinured e : i

ing of that Wediesiday, and not doug | famos deteetive Kuene aeeryied

afterwards there was delivorsd to him [ % What sort of o game is this?” )

by a boy a nusa said Aaron Mosenstem. .

o code, that Lo = | " Keene

whnt he suspected

angwer, and there matters rested und

carly in the evening., when the faint

wiir of & telephonebell summoned

him to the private office al the rear
his shop. Iie picked up the re

put it to ins var.

e called.

floated to him over the

You haven't

|.

Haven
ngs m:h the
- all themsely

never

s of 13
thetn, ex

he €
wed
from 1!\-- newspapers,

“You have Luugiw stolen property

ire

ng.
He will come,” declared the chief.
*A number of my comrades are now
in the adjoining hmw\ and I bave bud
a report from them. © certain | venor Sauare, will be brought to vou
that the men loiser m“ in Turle 8ttdet | some time tonight kb

ave Scotlind - Yard conatubles, which [ mombers of the kg
but vne thing. You will tis news

to tell you can be said in tmm words,
1 strengly bebeve that a valuable

What of vour deal- |
band of crminals who

of gold-plate, which was stelen from
Lord Scarning's residence in Cros.

one oF more

Apparently s

thongh (Hliver
I for two

|||ru|=|! from the > i

“Ia that Aaron? from them, Mosense: tention of concealing themsclves in

Ces, b i spenking. “Never, s'r, to the bost of my koow. | the cupboard, Harv \.‘. e took liis
(his is the chief. | lave o seen | ledge,” vowed the Jow 5 electric-torch from h

vihing of flarvey Keene yott “Btop lying. and |,m.U o me,” | cupboard was at the bmk s woon

No, not yet. I don’t believe he is | Keene intorrupted. What [ have | as he played the silvery glow towards

creaking sound,

it he heard a fai

t | and saw a spot |inl glittercd like n

point of fire, 7
1o be the reflec [wn
that was Llum.l(

him from a uny
he truth Hashed to
hird been ratehed

8 sit from the detestive, aiul ol perh s whispered as he ox-
be will faree you to nssist abomt 1.

ot t I can fore st Tt ke ) kel the dad
what e will want ye I propase to set thed Keen

“Am I oto do it? Auron Mosen. | o trmp under your roof. and you mast
help me.
OF course you are. Vou will obey | Aart stein hesitated.  1le
1 pretending o cas pretending to
lm.Ju...m And now for your Igug that it would be wise to show |

reluctanen.

“Right you are.” he a
< Tl not expec

s plate, but Tl do w

structions.  Keeue will tell vou thst
he experts Lord Scaruing’s gold-plate
to be brought to yuu by oue or more
of the thievea. He will doubtless wish
to buve a view of the street, sud you
will take him to the sitting-room
v o ham th

4 to the oftiee mc-
will signal (o my men in
Ward will be sent to me
will arrive shortly with the
You will take it up to Keenc,

There
i plain-c otk

¥

previously  promised Dt that you | want to st
would do so. on some plansible pre- | Where will I
text.  Meanwhile, he will have been Ty sittin
kept under observation by the )w,. or.”" said the
bole that was made this morui Has nﬂzuM
Aud while bie s looking at the staff, | “ Yes, sir, & ls
before be bas n chance to summon the “ much 1
Scotland Yard men, ke will be scized | elosely. Mosenst
and hm! inta the g dwell- | vou just what
K. Lie will be raised. cvent of the thieves coming with e
Ym will have nmmu tune o pat | plate. It s 1o be assumed that the
the plute i the secret hiding-pla will be at least two of them, an

aud when the police ultimately come four,
sugpecting that somothing has gone

ou will be in a position to
They will not be able
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-accompany

one man o
with the plate to

ited, inu
i any-

. you will have
you
sitting-room, ex.

and  was
They groped o the

ering strps
Thu darted in

staircase, and here
\.m.. Mosenstrs ¢

i MARG, snl-nith AR fEhar wila

g the ack that bad been

in the push

They got
.1{ d\\- ing Il.m

through t
sheot I

Awron Mosenstein squirn
eel, and i

was
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him the bag of plate, and, dropping
the eapdle, which was snnffcd. ont.
e tripy and plu hendlong
dovwn the

e

“Telp
Lottom.

yellod, as he
“RKeene

2,
Help 1"

crashed to the
after me !
From the
and ewrses,
dashed fron
oot we
door

v floor rox: th
bove, the men w
hiding inte th
hamme ring on the
Keene put his vl
blew” four

will feteh ihe

he

Harvey l\n ne led the wav, flash
mn his * »lqmu ol and the Tl
followed lugging the

a dared not go

wscend, on the

g
They hurried fra
ridor, from room to room,
that they wer: in a forluons,
bling retkery of a house
i of pm] in the very
deach. Yo _this

i
ram-
Aud inoa
h

hadow of
socking
hat scent,
were the bloodthies y members of thé
Lirele of 13,

" The cunming rogues |

Keene said

Iark. guv'mor! They arc
nlmnung'

“Yeu, the police have entored, and
are meeting with resistance.’

My word. it's like the Sidney

ing was &n inferun of

nose now. Banging 4\)\([ clattering,
and hoarse shouls, m o
rapid erackling

hael bearn
Kunowi
t

that the
from an adjoin

i

we are to do
‘his stout cour”
1 mstant

was Oliver’s reply.
They were still [

maze, and still the raveniog band

were searching for them. They went

indly op, this way u\d that, through

rooms that were L

that were lun

1
tike,
confusing

roph
in

In harrowing suspense, as fast wa
they scrambled up one

staircase, amd  come
. Up that they wout, and
the top bresthless and cx-

trapdoor was visible
above them.  They stumbled juto o
room 10 one side of the passage, and

they had no more than r their
s to the ceiling when, from be.
cath them Lhrn.- was a tremendoy

sion that L them off thew

oxpl
feat.

o DMy poor Loy |
e

" gasped Keenc, as

For n few moments the gheve lay
there in n stupar, thoir senses con
fuscd, while a cloud of dust curled
sowly around them. Thes had
been hurt, Bither the bamb 'NM
badly made, or the house i
“trong enough 1o witherand the shack
of the cxplosion,  Oliver was the first
ta rise, and thew the detective rose,
bauling the Ferret to hie feer

Was & ey v
all ixen killed. 7
top of the dwelling, ati
a holiow shell of wreoknge

Moor had spht and saug vd
roof wes bulging.  And what
beco & window was mow a

ragged gap moa tengled, bristling
Framework of splintered b uns and
fragcments of laths and plas
Iarvey Keene and his m..;pm.;.,.w
groped to the ope wre they
were clearly exposed to v om
below, The street was thro
and they at onc
s figures high above them.

Don't. jump!" they shouted.
“Dow't jump! Wait for the fires
the police?” Keeng

ell them to

drowned by

Id not make b

|!|lrul|l inereased, ring

aned Nouder. Billows qu
p:

elumour.
heard.

v now drifting
aitered window, and the goom |
neath  was  streaked  with

m.
explosion dud 5ok fire to the
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I uo fear. as the
ryinls the

ti iy ane's -unre-
ol with terror, The
e crackling

e

fiving  hued 5 et th ln\mnh‘d anad of & fireman
nmwh« within had almost o ® 3 It was s risky desent.
they v | through scorching heat and a show
3 } ef spard

ere
ridor. His band flow (o his

and he whipped forth a glewming
kmfe. The detective knocked it

from his grasp, and ap sed him on
the skull with the butt of his revalver,
Though it wax 1ot a stunning blow,
5 K i agninst |y
him far
ippedd hitn by

i the way o the roof,”

They ve
Tl me ol mear
108 whnd tI.u (]m! said.

o ow

md or t
[

As he
by il

hen hope reviced
ond him be saw,

from his wtric-torch,  the
shape of a stairease
There is a chanoe for us,” he |
ried Come, my boy. come! |
Hures !
rret was helpless with rn,m

Keone theust him wloag  wie,
hand, and mm the other plased o

toreh-aheay . - Aud the lad fol
lowed, ,.Ag.ﬁm under the weight
of the suck, which he had hoisted to

his shoulder
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Daown wenl + and his

prisoner, b heavy
burden. Aud ar bast, amidst a storm
of ¢ v reached the

street few moments later,
Just as the lireman got to work at the
Mames, the burng, shattered howse
collapsed into o heap of ruins,

Lord Scorni golil plate
been recovered, and the Feeret
be caught.  But the rest of

¢
zung had vscaped through the adjoin

ing dwelling, and not a trace of them
could be foand, 1t was a bitter dis
utrent to Keene, et the

suuph was sih him. s Dinff had
beaten the cunumg of

his adverearics.
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g his eor
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an he  begun o
would or a1
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iAo i hich was to put him

track of the
of 13.

THE EXD,

more o during

)
and insolent (

Nt M.
coutain wnoth v
dlarroy Keene's ifurt s
of 13 to justice.  Dow't i

Iaysa BOYS FRIEND will
wew drama drading with
to bring The (ivefe
ier)

CHUCKLES
Every Saturday.




THE BOYS' FRIEND EASTER PENNY BUMPER NUMBER.

v

(s

HUGE COMPETITION

500 PRIZES

Including
A Splendid Rudge-Whitworth Bicycle

Telescopes J Stamp Albums { Pocket Knives
Cameras Model Aeroplanes \ Fountain Pens, Eic.

BIGGEST OFFER EVER MADE
TO BRITISH BOYS

All you -have to do is to introduce THE BOYS' FRIEND to your chums. Show (his
copy to them, and let them read it. Then get them to sign their names saying which
story they like best. You can rule a sheet of paper in the manner shown below,
and the readers who send the longest list of names will win the magnificent prizes.

DON'T FORGET'! 200 PRIZES!

Write out your sheet in this form.

Have shown Tue Bovs' FriEND to my chums, who have signed their names on
this list, and after reading it the story they like best is the one mentioned against
each name.

(Get your chums to sign their names
on one side of the column like this.) (Name of story they like best.)

Don’t send your sheet in at once. The closing date for this competition and the address to
which the lists are to be sent will be announced shortly. The Editor's decision in this
competition must be accepted as final.
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for Rules sece page 730 of this issue.

drd Coupon: WHICH BRANCH OF THE SERVICE ARE TMEY IN?

FOR RULES, ETC., SEE PAGE 730 OF
THIS NUMBER.

Now on Sale
THE GEM 1D.
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Alsa containe

FFICER
AND
TROOPER!

and tale of Army Life by

BEVERLEY KENT. }°

Buy your Cepy To-day !

TAKE

GHUCKLES

—Price One Halfpenny—

HOME!

IT WILL MAKE
THE WHOLE
FAMILY LAUGH!

Grandpa, Grandma, Father,
Mother, Uncle, Auntie, Cousin,
Brother and Sister and Baby.

They all like CHUCKLES, ;*




