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URING THE DUFFER!

A Magnificent New Long Complete School Story, introducing
JIMMY SILVER & CO. at Rookwocd.

By OWEN CONQUEST.
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Dickingon major of the Sixth had
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without avail. Jimmy Suver & Go.
had raided his by of  lund
volumes and burned them to the last
page oul of sheer f[riendship, and
they had thought that that would be
the ead of 1. Buat lo and behold !
n wook, or h'r:-t. Ihekinsgon munor hﬂd
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(Continued en the next page.)
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Let me
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of u boy pirate,"
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nbv‘mt being a pn‘:leﬁlf';np :

, Brew up, and o on,
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ho was my age,
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as. me to
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“Oh!
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“Yes, I've got to whisper * Blood
and Bones,” so that he'll hxst;sr it's me.

nd now. you ean let me go, Jimmy
Silver  I'm not going to keep Mys-
tul.'goua Jim waiting to please you w
e th#y where you are, you burbling
idiot!”  Jimmy Silvor pushed the
new boy back on the bed. “I'm
gomg to explain to you, In the first
place, your Mysterious Jim is what
you took him for—a footpad. Pﬁa'n
i'our,ld out from your silly babble that
you're half-mad, and he's fooled you
with those yarns, because he wants to
be lot into the school, and the only

There's o password, is

“y,
7 You

W ok o a
chu.mmO"uld. If he
take

down to Mr. Bootles' room, and ex-
plain "

“You bet I said Oswald.

Dickinson minor eollspsed. Whether
hi= mysterious friend was burglarious,
or only piratical, he knew what view
the Form-master would take of the
matier,

The Fistical Four dressed then-
selves quickly. g 2
“aind that burbling idiot doesn’t
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Elew out the candle. i
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Flynn - 8
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the une of h
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is hands, and he could not escape.

the top of the wall.
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waonder. ]
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tey do anyihing
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“most i
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“Oh, 1 say!’

“ And then he'd bave robbed the
lac o taken everything ho eonld
I\\ his hands on, and you'd have had
to explain to the Head in the morn

alarm.

o thi

“Oh, dear!"
“Do you
orass idiot.?"
“I—1 don't believe 61"
Lovell was slipping on his clothen.
“T'me jolly well going to wake
Rootles,” he enid, " If that sconn
drel’s hanging about the school, the
polige onght fo by telephoned for."”
“Tlald on " said Jinmy Silver,
“Look hers, Jimmy  yon  da'’t
want the house to be burgled, 1 sup

understand  now, you

pose { e .
U1 don't want Dickinson minor
suckod for Boing w silly idiot.  As for

oan be obtained.

i Ho could not climhb higher without
‘““Now you're golng to have a lesson, you scoundrel |’

g and sil The four juniors, with
thew Liea vitng o hittle faster than
usual, crept silenlly down to their
st

But for the consequences to Dickin
son mimner, Jimr Iver would have
called tho Form-master at once.  Rut
the inevitablo rosult would have been
the “sack" for the duffer of the
Fourth Jmuny npoturally  shrank
fram thai.

And the Fistical Four had no doubt
about being eble to deal with tho

ruffian, who had taken advautage of
the new boy’s simplicity, They were
quite assured that when they hnd done
with him, Mystorious Jim would not
want to hang about Rookwood any

. e was evidont®e not a pro
fessional burglay, or he would not
have needed the sssistanco of the new
jumtor. Ve was undonbtedly a oot
pad, who had seen in Divkinson's Tolly
n chaneo of getting into the heus,
thero 1o stoal all that ho could lay his
greedy baids upon.

Tu_the end study, Jinuny staek
mateh, and sorted oul his crickstbat,
Raby and Nowcome ook a stump
cach, angd Lovell the poker.

papers, They contain the BEST roading matter for boys that

im by the neck and march ‘h‘m{‘ n back

e e et e s
if the T lgm
ment, he wus undo
outside school  wall™ at
moment. |

Quictly, the four juniors drew
pu(;l\'en 1 tkiw , In ﬁ:;:hm

o overhanging | ' n
ander the tree  the darkness ﬁ y

lense. 5
“But the dight souuds they made i
climbing evidenily canght pair of
shnrp.m}s’. lurdth:y hebrd o move-
ment in the road. 5 7

A dark figure was Jurking close to
the school wall. .

Jimmy Silver peered down.

“Jg that you?" he w edl,

Then he romembered the ridiculous
password _arrauged by Di L
minor, in keeping with the proctical
character of lh{; whol'v business.,

“Blood and bones '™

He could searcely n\-loi\'l a chuckle as
he gave tho password.

f‘g!f}re I am, sir!” said s hosky
VoI,

L“(,‘cu.no on, then; gi\'(: me your

Jimmy Silver graspad them.
the junior’s aid, the ruffian scram

ws the well, end ger his elbows an §
Then, to his & Tanwnit
algem, & peic ol stiemng harids gr
eagh of his wrists, and anot!
fustencd on his collar, .
“Ow " gnsped  Mysterious =
“Waol the thunder——"
“You rotten seonndrell” said

Jimmy Silver. “You're canght ™
*(Oh, my heye !™
“lold him, you chaps!™
“What-ho!™ ~ chuckled  Lovell,
“\Wo'vo gob him !™

The rullian made a desperate effort
to drop back iuto the road. DBut he
could not. e was held by both
wrists and hie collar, and Lovell and
Ruby and Newcoms casily supported
Lis weight., The poker and the bat
wore not required. It was a ericket-
stump Jimmy Silver proceeded to

use,
The vuffian was held with his chest
geinding on the top of the wall. ©
could not, elimb higher without the
wse of his hiands, and he could not
cscape.  Jimmy Silyer sal asiride of
the wall, and leaned over.
“ Now you're going to have o lesson,
sou seaundre! I o remarKed,
"|I':ll amugh you yel | I'll—— Ygh!

Oh!
Whack, whaek, whavk!
“ Yaroooh "
Whaok, whaek, whack !

Jimmy Silver Inid on the erickets
stump across the roffian‘s back and
showlders, with all the strength of hia
musonlar wenm,

Mssterione  Jim  wriggld  and
struggled and gurgled nnﬁ yelled.

“Yow-ow-onow | Lonmane gol I
won't doot no more ! Yow-ow-noop !
Oh, my heye!  Stoppil, you young
demon ! I'll out yerd 1Nl serag yer!
Yow-owow 1™ -

Whatk, whack, whaek !

The reseunding whacks echoed in
the nmight, as of Jimmy Silver had
Been beating 4 carmpel

Whack, ‘whack, whavk, whaek !

“Yaroool ! 'ﬁl v Yowowaw !

“Ha, b bel Bile i, Jingy 1

“T'm _piling o, am’y 10

Jimmy Silvers P gaving him gipt
' Mystorions Jim him ! Taka
vou robter, and tht—and that I

thae!"

SOh—on—yoi—y oponp!”

The vascal strogggled  desparatoly
yolling with anguish, Bt i
N‘!:iw did mot conso il s aro Witk
aching. il Y Ty
;"anv drop the beast!” hw i

ranuhy ! e
Tho ruffian went down 'lﬁ#‘

with a teritio souen

=

PVer,  gaAping - m

4
-

band, and T'll pull you up.™ 4
Ay, ay !” snid the husky voice.
The dark figiire drew close to the
wall just under Jimmy Silver. he ¥
ruffiah had no suspicion that the whis 8
pering voice did not belong to the &
foolish lad he had duped. * o
[lo reached up his hands, Y
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