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Now Seriay, ]

“ Ane] wa don't went o set Vg »
Govd Little G l"  mouroise
Haliy, “Let "emd iy aenl god o withi,
peve prop, Sy

en gk an ddow

“Lin snd bery W, sod geb your
prep done.

I don't know whether | ought to
whip . wid  Jdwaey. A ehap
dewsn't waat to ke o the line of
being  supesior to Ws  peighhoars
All ihe saroe, 1l aughin't 16 e
wllowed 1o gu om That orow wees
bael anogil bofore Marnington eatoe.
bt b maling tham wores. | fhiak
& Vit of a fright would de them good.
Bogposn they heasd Hoatles st tha
dewir  whilsa they'rs going  siromg
what 1"

The Co. ehucklod

WT8 would soare them out of their
grinuad Tozell T But we're
wail tod gong to bming My
bodlen dermn on them,  This study
Lanen aneakinig.”

“Whe's welking about stsaking,
Lo

Fou A
“Well, Teales won't come of his
wwtt weeoed.  [Bootlee nevar soepects
weiyhesdy of wrything *
Vou Yngw Tootles® voiee?”

“Eh ! [ aupposa s

“Iye baen  practwing iL"  said
Jimmy Kilver. * Bootles Jins & voion
thet anyhody conld mitate-~s oroms
Lietwoen thn btk of u dog and the
Lok of & frog T oan do fE s trast,”

"Yes, T've henrd zou  Petter pot
let Hootles hear you, 1l wouldn't be
flatternd if ho beard whet i toot wan
really Jike."”

“ ' omet going to let Bootles hesr
ma, fstkond. T'm geing 1o let thess
endn 1n Meorny's study hear me—
theugh the doae*

gy 1

e

“That'e the et eaid  Jimmy
Milvor, with eonsiderslile satiafsetion
1 rather think they will t3ke ma for
onre respmoted Formommater, as they
i’ aen through the door And 1t

will give them a hiet of what they'd |
i ) 11 o fool like if they ween really bowled
VR W well | oitowhat 2

/,‘V’
0 !

“Ha, ha, ba 1"

‘ ! | o, - Jimmy Bilver ross fram tha stody
(" [ ) ) ) ! s ' tahio
([t 7 b /! / “Come an " he said
L \ e Y What about prept” seked Raby
dondtfnlly
S e “Blow  prep!”  roared  Jimme
— Hilvwr, “Plese prop! Thust {
- m,
- In's thin & firstcinss jape, yon 1-
- ing ksl
- “Oh, all Hgih! 1 your wonol
:.n"'
Inwn Thit 14 was Marninglon, ths slsdker
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' v, wnd lelug a4, § ethir ond of the o th
V L ) il tained in in 4 i pamage, near the
bl (A dramatie stans from our magnifisent Ling somplete tula of anhool Ufe eoutoined n this lemsi) sair. ‘) eriuning i wers
volloetad,  ‘The denr of Maraington's
T i -

wtndy wan clossd wivl looked, bat the

Ferth Formers soomod interested in

, what was golog on in that seady,
Frow within there was oo oocasional

clink of coin, wul an  otessionsl

rormark cauld b hwargd
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All the better for the little game,

Mnd not a word.*

“ What's the gnme?” asked Jomes

minor

“Yeu'll son.”

Jimmy Silver adeanced to the door
ef the stidy and tapped

TAp'

"Oh, clwar off 17 came Morning-
ton's within * Don't
!:.,ri;»-y, _‘ 0 We're not oponin®
1'\-~ i

\Iu'r ington 1
There waz a gusp of mercimant {rom

the juniors in the passage, For
Jimmy Silvor, in uttering that word,
had exactly the somewhat

imitated
5 of Mr. Bootles, the
‘ourth. Had not the
soen him with ther
1wy would have supposed
Mr. Bootles who was

was

And the juniors chuckled
hoy

hoard an exclamation
ey anside the locked

The 2nd Chapter,
Something Like o Seare!

yors in
Only

enorg,

Mornington’s
Mornington
enongh to

blades of the Fourth stared
door na if mesmorised.

sd sipposed thay they were
in the study. Mr, Boaotles
nesy vistted tha junior

14 were not likely
along av sn hour when the
re supposed to be hard st
pr 'hur proparation ['he
vokwood had locked theam
ily for a bigh old time
» their peculiar ideas.
ards on the table, and
d little heaps of money
on  the floor, and
1+ all sidos.  The atmo
f it ame wis heavy with

and pr

ride came that imperative

tapping nt tha door, and the voice of
Mr domanding entrance
The wnies was going an stornly :
Morpingtan ! Pecle! Townsend !
pen 1] ¢ oneg—at once,
my ! y nware :{uh«nw

1y

ngton?

porfn

What

furious
in the study
cared to despera

than
Oly, by
& Ohy o
o

adl " gronned Townsensd,
! (Caught st lnst
mumbled Poele
the Head 1" mul
llu s what it means
froom the Tead I
Morny 1"
o 1" want en the
in this door
I can actually
) Maorningion, anm
vdladd Will yon apen

tin by

¢y canght

Mosggis
teerol Tligus
y Mogging
You for
“Open thi

e 8l anes What—whnae 1**
whotter  open the  door!”
mbled  Topham:  “ Wo—we—we
n't knep Beotles oub.'
Maormington gritted his toeil
“ et the stady Lidy, you fools ! he
wnded, In o fler hy “Don’t mb
ther ) ol of 1 lhm_ fowln !
Gt th ¢ aut u{ sigght, opan the
Pl em, Mids ¢ arda | Get u move
L tat ¥ {
Quveke, T iell
Faer bt

e noiment irt" ralled out
Mesreningt I can't find the lnu
| It f I out of the lock.*

M f | fear that you are
provars Thur rmoking
goinm ot thi ' What
L 1} J

Ok, T Nothing of he

I e omnll  the
cigereites ['ve  hesy

ok thegy awny frem

A fage 1 [thought they ought to be
drnrn)'
*Oh, my hat!” murmured Peele.

Mornington's resdy wit had not

{‘orﬁnken tlm . and hul was  not
ampared scrupulous regard
for the huthmy“lnl« Mornington

was talking, the nuts of the Fourth
were busy. Cigarettes wero hidden,
cards hurried out of sight, fag-ends
picked up and tossed into the

Peele opened the window wide, and
Higgs and Topham wned news-
&.porl about to clear off the smoke.
dr. Bootles coulsl not be kem out for
long. But under Morny's able lead,
the hlades of Rookwood hoped yet bn
escape the consequences of their

lessress.

Tn tap, tap!
ave you not found thut key,
\Sorn;nglnn’ " ropped out the veice
ontsicde

“1—I'm lookin' for it, sir.”

“I fear wyou are prevaricating,
\1-;rmnplnn

h, i !”

“I have reason to bolieve that
smoking and nrd -pluying is going on
in this study.'

“Oh, sir] I assure you I am quite
ine nlubl.- of anythin’ of the sort!”

“1 trust =0, Momington—I frust
But I have o Yery sorious sus-
I have reason to balieve that
fs with o disreputable

uu-'p Hook, a book-

S0
pieion.
you have dealin
person named
maker of Coombe
'! I've never leard the name,
wir.

“ What—what2"

“It's the first time I've heard the
name, Mr. Bootles. T hope you do
not tlnuk T would sffiak to a’ racin'-

waan 1
‘I trust not, Mornington. That is
whati wa ghall see. Why do you not
open this door?”
“I'm Iooking for the key, sir.
Miggs chucked u behind 'she bookocase
for i joke, wir'
‘A very foolish jake, Higgs! T do
not like breing kepf wailing outside a
Junior stuc ly, Marnington {7

m awlilly sorry, nirl"
“Make hasto! Do Jou hear?”
"\'--5, sir—oh, yos !
‘O, you deep rotter, Morny I”
murmured Towngsnd.  * We'll spoof
lilm yet, BAY, w])ul, are you

with those fugs?™
them. ™

"

doan’
' Purnin'
got to keep it to
you idiot!"
A

up
Bootles,
YIS o waste
“Oh, dvy up!™
Three or four | s of cigarettes
ware piled in the fender, and Marn-
ington was sotting a heap of matohas
te  them The boxes and the
cigarettes burned sod smouldered.
“The smell of tobaceo is very dis.
tinet," eame the voice from without,
1 oam sire 1 am not mistaken !”
“It's thowe cigaretios ['ve been
burnin', air.™
“Tw that the

truth, Mornington 1"

“Yans, siv I felt they ought to
b destroyed.  Pernicious  things,
aird"

"Oh, wrumbs!” murmured Tap-
hinm 2 .

ST trust vou ura speaking with

city,  Mornington.  Have you
found that key yet?"
I can se0 it pow, sir’
Fiva minutes had heen gmnrd by

the young rnscals owing to Marning-

not

ton's  prosence of mind, In five
minutes the nuis of the Fourth had
dooe  wonders.  Thers was not »
glimmer of a eavd, the meney had

vanished, no cigarettos wore o be
secon save those burning in the fendar,
whieh woull acoount for the smoke
Indon stmeaphora The admiration
of the nuts for their leader was deep
and breathless Truly, Mornington
was & leader worthy of their adniira-
tint

Mornington turnod to tha deor, and
rattiad the key s if ho wers potting
it inte the lock, Then he turned it
The door wag thrown widy open

Tha nuts of Reokwesd  staod
coapectiully for iheir Form master 1o
sotar,  The next  moment  they
l"‘ll‘"ll

In tha doorway, Wide opsn naw,
VHare wis nnlhnux to be seen of Mr,
Boyotlom

Jimmy Flllvrr was standing there,

Talind bim was & crowd of lh‘
l'ourlh. nllmut ln

g ill
blnuhl; 1 eﬂamg holﬂ uxh ter burst
out in a runr

“Ha, ho, bat™

-

The Srd Chapter.
straight from the Shonlder.
a, hal"

mother av Mossal  [ls,

Classical juniors and
howhd and lhth od. sight of
nuts in the study was rresistible.
dornington could svarcely
balievs thdr oyes.
They bad had the seare of their
lives; "they had laboured under the
d excitement and terror for five
mortal minutes. And now that the
door was open they saw nothing more

dungerous than a swarm of
Juniors,
“I—I say—="" stuttered Town-
send. -
“Where's  Bootles?”  shricked
\Iomington X
Ha h'h'oh‘m d Hi
* Has ane AP igRe.
2‘ Where's he gom’ &ﬂmt s he gone
"H bt

"Spoofad "' :rellad Lovell. “Can’t
yfm m ,you're spool fed, you smokey
rotbe

$ W]m-a a-at!"

“1 am convineed,” said Jimmy
Silver, once more adopting Mr.
Bootles' tones—"1 am _conyinced
that smoking has been going on in
this study.”

“ Tla, ha, ha!*

<

Thnvo dene serious
‘Bilver wan

the 1

,,..z:.“]ﬁf;%
i

ﬂm.

j r ‘ | on - - 4
am'l';?'m:inwmw rouglf
ouly groaned in ro-

Murmnr‘m

owlod
m.‘nmmv 8
the nuts
** Now lsten to !m.
A1 ve 1 you a
isn't m
thing mon

ardism 't
ﬁomth Form of
good enough. 1 warn
1f there's apy moro

c-hc fender,

a{ out of iﬂ‘ wtudy,”

ﬂuhmg oyew turned on

he exclaimed
mqir that

t:owm, yﬁ? got some-

ind of black-

lmll,gmod It's not [ the

you o ookm.r%.
af it, vnu

get, handled—and pretty “severel

too "

out af the study.
Prole ol

the d
“[Turt, Moray "' he nk

Mornington sat up

fender.

“Hurt? Yes,
mumbled.

“Well, it serves

grunted Higes.

you fool!™

And with that, Jimmy Silver strode |

dazedly in the
he

you right,”

Y Suppose ynlL‘d

stunned  Silver with that inkstand

You'd
school.”

have been sacked from the

“Mind your own business ! e
Mornington stuggered to his feot.

"

Mnrﬁ:f:;;ngmt Pl SIS ety aciuted; Ile was pale with wage, and a
The Jjuniors yelled stream of critnsen from his nose
“I am led! You 1 his chin, and u’o over l%u

were o long time ﬁndmg that key, l“l]']g" H:r"b"_l::b}‘:;: al, vavagely

p— 9 W 0 oca

Mommgt?.-‘ hn"‘ pub= AT *You do look a ﬂﬁl. lnd no mis-
“You Apoofln rottar 1 cllfd m}gﬂ()h uarl;lr:?cfpy,ws

3;31:!' “It was you all the L ), RS

“Jimmy Silver!" gasped Pecle,

**Oh, ygu spoofin’ beast!"

4y Ynu—you awful rotter "

Mornington's brow became as black
as thunder rs he realisad how the
humorous Jimmy had pulled his leg.
The cigarottes—five shillings’ wort
of them—were smouldering away
merrily in the fender.

"8 you were trickin' me!” yellod
Momington, advancing upon the
eaptain of the Fourth with his fists
clenched and his cyes g!nwnng

Jimmy Silver nodydr'd coolly.

"Exm‘ﬂy, " he !‘(’Phﬂl"

' You rotten oad 1"

“Haven't 1 dom you good?"
grinned Jimmy. “ You know now
exnctly what you'd feel like it Bootles
flm;ilimd on \nur little gamne."

“Took nul I" vellecd Lovell.

But Jimmy Silver was looking out.
Morningten, almost blind with rage,
sprang at the captain of the Fourth
like a tiger.

Jimmy olased with him at once,

Mornington's hands were forced
down, and Ius armx were pinned to
his sides by Jimmy's iron grasp.

Hn |iru;m|ml in that grasp with
savage fury, but he could not break
it Jimmy's sinews arms had closed
round him like a vice.

His forious  foce  looked into
Jimmy's ool and smiling one as he

almn_gled in vain, ;mnlmg for breath.
Keep smiling!”  said  Jimmy
soothingly.
“Let ma go, you hound!" yelled
Marnington
““n, ha, ba!™
'Lond me a hmnl. you  funks ™

\lr\rnmgmn howled. ' il on lim "
‘Yes, pile on, and we'll all pile
on,” seid Levell invitingly, “1' ||
look after you, Tawny, if you like™
Towny did not actept the nvita.

n.

YLet me go! TH-I'I1—"

“You'll sit down," ssid Jimmy
Silver cheorfully; and he released
\‘larnln%lnn sa suddanly that the jumor
plomped an the study carpet with o
resoundiog bump

There was a fresh how! of laughter

from the orowded passage as
Morrunm.ml st hllnhmx and nhng.
waa not  mueh wan I:r

Alnvk«r of the Fourth to tackle Jlmmy
Silver, the most redoubtable fightin
mlm m the Lower School at no:

a Got up and have some mors,
Morny, darling,” chuckied ?‘l‘ylm.
“Bura it's entortainin’ yo are "

Morniogton staggered to his feet.

ITis savage tomper sens quite owt of
control how. Heo made a spring at
the table, and grasped & hoavy ink-
standl. Ho swong round on Jlmmy
Hilvor with the | t-nnd ﬁn tho air,

" Look ol 1™ Tnvmnml

\lamy, you mul ulmi

ro Momingbon could steike I?
mw‘ od blow, which would cevtninly

on?" asked

ownsend doubtfully.

M (Irnmﬁton lnughed savagely.

Y No; m nob
cards now. 1

pm‘ on playin'

feel up to it

T'm goin' to get lmrol with Jimmy

ﬁllmr

“Not much use tacklin® him,™

aivid

Townsend, shrugging his shonlders.
“He can lick any c¢hap bere—even

Iiggs"

“I'm not goin’ to tackle him,”

“Bgtter  loave
mnrked Paele. * Aftar
a jape.  You needn’t
nmh & rotten temper,

“Leave him alone?
ﬁruwd his teeth, *

im alone—when he'
handled than
him lying  without
move— when I see

“Aro  you
Townsend,
the

oy ?"

: Bﬁommglon gave him «

him alone,"

o
all, it waa only
have got nto
Morny."”

" Mornington
Yes, 'l ]un\n
s heen  worse

Use boen—when 1 sce
bcmg ablo 1o
him-——
dotty 2"

in astemishment,
thunder are you drivin®

exclnimod
" What
at,

savage

* There are olhers who ean do what

1 ean't do," he mutternd,

“Thinkin® of tippin' a Sixth.
Former to Tk hm?"  snocred
Topham, — “There are some things

you can't do with yeur confounded

money, Morny. "

“Not man
on, his ?&x aurlin
've gonera

huu most things that

Bat I'm not thinkin'

Raokwood chap to

Silver. That wouldn't
"' Blassad

drivin' nt. then, "

“You needn't know,'

ﬂ

if 1 know

w L think.” sid Moen.

£ sareastienlly.

Iy notioed that meney

a follow Wants.
of gettin’ any
smash J:mmy
be any good.
what you're

said Morn

gtvn Roing tollmi

hete are you goin’, ‘Vlnmy m

Ld ﬁﬂh‘ o lmtho'm nose,™
nrnington A

&um m so0 Joey Hook. e o,
‘\“Y'}v,ulr}ll lmg:- not knpw.”

Vith that, ( of the Fouell
quitted the svudy, gx’s haud o ic?
rlll to Wis nosn. wnsend & Cp.
ooked ot onn another unpasily.

" What's he got in his mind now 1

muttered Poale.
Y Dashed if 1
Townsend. ' Askin’
most Tike
goin' to

have a

know 1"

Ted
for mﬁ'ﬁa

v. Whatever it u. T'm riot
g m it

The nuts were all Wd on that,
They bhad found un able leader in

Moraington., wore almos
i.etr«l. Y 'wf nate
ampar  and | mwngn nl oature.
And whatever scheme d in s

wero quim renalved

ot I
kmw nmhin; dmm
nutuhh‘

nf Ghﬂ Ghddy ta

i, have

| hm fnudis, hnd

LU

he waa morn

Iﬂ; r;lh nl
plsm, K- m&" eh. noble soake
L]

of Mook

Homeitmes he bad shown | f
¥ d' itacos "«!

good in hin waywa

Ll

[ that

head "' & groat
business.  People
keen to *back 4
time, and o the
obtutned from  the
kwna]h MrnMum
bjecs to him.
:tjaguhr horn nl
Morningion st
and hc was oI
oW

and

broughy &

R

ornington

he did not

though they were

heavy. An r. Hy

at his service, Ho wo

;i:ﬁmld much rmum‘ ~
with '
ho "ndurw.l

d

f-ountamptuou
tronage with &

ornington pud for K
and that was all Jogy
about.

Mr. Hook regarded
curiously as ﬂ'wm
bench under the 3
the most rockloss fo

W would have ca
Bml in Mand in |
it was very like )
Mornington's faoe
hiis eyes glearnoed, vlmd’
rod and swollen. M
that the jumior had |
some the ol
hi He was right,
Mornington took
Lm- tmﬂ '“"’"é'dh
mnkor pagse )
“Wat s ?!‘ this tim

give me a

Mmlny & aftors
it e

Mnmmgmu shi
-'11 want you to de sony

“1t'a not racin”

vy

command,

Pmud ro dn dugwng
iml!\)' 5

MJ‘ M
Yo e 1 'knu\r |l:“°

"?"au anrn like him gW
“No, I d :d" !-{nx}m
ours, 5
!‘ol he's yo\u-ll;' "Ta

"

nnr malice-
bt hirn‘ .
Y Wall,
waid M iyl
mu'mrnﬂu 'mm,'
your sexh.’ \
o | mmt im (e
W ]Fh
“ 1 sy wi
md Mnrﬂ?:mum
“Noj that’s gl
you mvvl—-—“
0%,
hushd M
q;lvvr «IM
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ho's done. T want Kim The St Ol hal 1 A
v Lhaprer, 3 ’ i |
! \'1‘.\‘,\‘ " mard Mr. Hook,  “1d Ay ) '“‘“:'.' Expedition, Faurth Formers, who Tind baeis look: | and never shall be. and 1 want to | arigthing to i
iov my stiok about e soum “ Who'll got ihge forward o that handsame spread, | haye nothing to do with you.” ign ol ..l 3 ﬁoﬁ% ; ;
"M - S b o vou £ Ther on Thicites NGRST s concurred hearkily., S Well, if you chooes t hear malion, f'll. go" ] !
e ins bt | was the question, of olil, Y You're simply full af good ideas, | the fallows will know what to thin ) = : ‘

P TG i my lines It wak \ Mamw” | e 4 ey I'vo | it o 'ln Ated o :
N ington  made an  [mpati “ war several duys Morng,™ amd — Dickineet  minor. | of ryou, So far as our row goes, 2 ¥ g, 1 !:‘"g-
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Jimmy Smnr to wndertalin the ex)

dition.  There was little difficulty

vid My, Hook.
» be thrashed so
on't be able to

Mornington.
o to han

blue. He will

' wp a fivht
rinned Mr.
y follers 1 was
regler  terrors

LN

Word had been passed to  Jooy
Hook that afternoon, aud Joey m
nexured i noble  patron that all
would be in readiness. ‘

Little did Jimmy Silver dresm of
the thoughts that were in the
mind of his bitter enenty. 0

The whole affair annoyed Inv But
he was far from dreaming thal Morn-
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THE
RASCAL'S
REPENTANGE!

by trees, was rich with the scent of
the hedges and the fields, Jimmy
did not dislike that walk at forbidden
hours in the moonlit lane; and s
for any thought of danger, it never
even crossed bis mind. [t would take
him twenty minutes, quick walking,
to get to Coombe, and he hoped fo
bo back in the Fourth-Form dormi-
tory in Rookwood under the heur.

He hardly knew himself. He was
thinking of the unsuspicions junior
tramping along the dark, lonely lane
-of thn paid ruffians who lay in wait,

Tawnsend blinked at him  sleepily | As'ho strode along through the keen,
from his bed. : soentod night air, ll‘w forgot his Annoy-
Why don’t you go to bed, | ance, and forgot Mornington and

gibes.

Hall.way to Coombe the lane
dipped, and ren in dark shadows
under overhanging  trees. Jimmy
Rilver whistled cheerily as he swung
on. The whistle died on his lips ss
he caught a sudden moving shadow in

Morny 47

“T'm goin’
sbruptly.

*Gain' out, by gad 1"

“Whet the merry dickens are you
goits’ out for?" exclaimed Peele,
“Goin' to lock after Jimmy Silyer?
He's all right," the gloom,

Maornington  did nat roply. He He had not expectad to meet ®
pushed the window np and looked [ podestrinn on the lonely road at ro
out.  Jimmy Silver bad long since Hu.tw an hour as half-past ten o'clock.
ﬂ'i);.’h";l' . Tt was dangerous to be seen outside

he dandy of the Fourth eame back | the school walls at that hour by any-
rels hie bod, and dressed quickly | one who knew him by eight. 1t
\.re rimfl».n-‘*ss. 3 meant u report to the Head of Rook-
You won't do any good l‘x_y BOINE | woad, and a severe eaning.
j“_'}]’_“ ""‘"[r' '\".‘;““””"-' -{;""]U’ _ The junior halted st onee, intend-
;.:, ' rIil‘(- th ;r :\Xlt :;;Z:t{\-.mg“ ow're | ing to dodge back into the shadows

“@et to bed, and don't be an ass,” whila tie pedestrian pases:
said Lovell.

Mornington  did  nol  answer.
Having linished dressing, he went to
and climbed out.

out!” said Mornington

There was a {muor of fect on the
road, and two burly forms emerged
'an}rln the deep shadows into the moon-
ight, &

the windaoy . 5

tgille asel™ said Townsend and Jimmy Silver backed awey.
he turned over nnd settled himself The two men had ther [aces
covergel  with  handkerchicfs, fied

down to sleep.

5 Mensed if T can make him out!”
growled Lovell, “Tf he wanted to
conldn’t he go without fairly

across them below the eyes, ovidently
for the purpose of disguising their
foatures. Jimmy Silver did not need

go, why ~

thoving Jimmy into 1t? telling that that meant that they were

“Oh, he's n dotty duffer!” said footpads. And the way they were

Raby advancing upon him showed him
. that he was their * game.”

Hoedless of what the Classical
Fourth might be thinking, Morning-
tan elnmbered setively down the ivy.
He dropped lightly to the ground,
and hurried acrosa the qlmtir:uu;!r,
tnking cara to keep out of the radius
of the highted windows. o reached
the gate, elitnbed over 1t and droppod
into the road.

There he stond, hositating, for some

lia heart beat « Iittle [aster.

It wns not a light matter to en-
counter a couple of ruffians on a
lonely road at w late hour far from
help. And he had Mornington's three
pounds in his pocket.

“O0ld on a minute, young pgentle-
nian,” said one of the roughs, in a
hoarse voice.
momentn “What ‘do you want?" demanded

Why had he come? Was it re- | Jitnmy Silver, na coolly as ha eould.
marae, or was it o desire o gee Jimmy It came into his mind that the two
Silvar's punishment administerod—to ruffians had been watching for him—
oo it with his own cyes? He could | for somebody, at least. He had had
hardly have apswered the question, | no time to dodge intp cover before

they wera upon him,  From the deep

s strange unoasinegs in his breast
was & surprise to himself,

Tut his hesitation did not Inst long.
e turned his back on Rnnkwmvn,
and startad down tho shadowy lane at
g rapid cun.

shadows where the lane dipped under
the trees thoy had been watehing the
moonlit rond.

“hat's Yim 1 said tho other, poers
ing at Jimmy's facs in the moon-
light.

“ ook here——"" began Jimmy.

[Te broke off as the two rascals
made a rush at him, g
Robbery, npparv-nlly. was not their
intention; they had asked him for
nothing. They were rushing at him
to attack him

The #th Chapter:
In Deadly Peril,

Jimmy Rilver steode away cheer-
tully down Coumnbe Lano tawards the
villsge. [t was a fine. cloar summer's
night, nod the desp latie, shacdowed

Jimmy sprang back and eluded the

rush,
"Nuil tim (" pantod ooe of the
! Boute ot him get awny 1
ugh Dot aa ey closed
ub it woa not vasy
:rod o two. A savage hand dropped
s shoulder.  Jimmy hit out
ﬁ,:mel), :ugf his knu::lg: :‘:’;ﬁd ‘gl;
| o Aqual
n.?nﬂf“}wu-d back wil 't gosp of
T'l:n other raseal was on Jimmy tha
next moment, and the achool
closed with him, and struggled furi-

ously, 4
W{m the attack mesnt Jimmy
oould not understand, Bub it was
olear that the two rascals meant to
sttack him and injure him, and that
be had to defond himaelf. Somehow
or othor ho had made encmies of
them, and they had found their oppor-
tunity now. He realised his danger;
but “the coptain of the Roockwood
Fourth was not likely to be an casy
vigtim, even at odds of two to one.
The ruffinn who had graeped him
was big and powerful, and Jimmy
was not much of o mateh for him.
But as thoy struggled, Jimmy hook:
his leg, and the raseal staggered, and
went | backwards  helplosely. =~ He
crashed to the fnlmd, with Jimmy
Silver on top of him, and the junior's
elbow driving fiercely into his ribs.
He panted with pain as he writhed
under the junior, )
But the other raseal was on his
foot now, and springing at the school-

boy.

Jimmy felt, rather than saw, him
coming, and he relonsed the man
under him, and rolled nside, barely
escaping a savage blow,

He leaped to his feet.

“QOut "im!” panted the man on the
ground.

“Tend mo n hand, then.”

Jimmy ocast a longing glnnuo“up

it

.the road towards Rookwood: 1

there was no chance of flight. Ilis
encmies were upon him.

Tho junior fought gamely.

Again cne of the ruffians erashed to
the ground, but Jimmy was i the
grasp of the other, and this tima he
conld not foll him. A heavy fist was
striking at him, and he recled under
the blows.

“Help!” yelled Jimmy.
help "

An arm was thrown ronnd his nock
from hehind, dragging his head back,
and stopping his cries,

Il was fnirly in tho hands of the
ruffians now !

Blawa rained npon him as he strug-
glod gamely in_the grasp of the hooli-
gans. A runping figure appeared in
the distance on the moonlit rond,
but none of the combatants obseryed

“Tlelp,

it.

Jimmy struggled desperately, still
hitbing out. He had given up hope
of holding hin own, but he was fight-
ing to lht lnst,

“Down "im 1"

Jimmy went down, still fighting, A
heavy knee wus planted on his ehest,
pianing him down in the dusty rond.

Blows rained on him from above,
and his senses wero recling.  There
was a rapid patter of footstops on tho
road.

“Stop ! Blop!"

“Tlelp ' panted Jimmy.

“ Look put, Strauss "

“Btap 1"

It was Moenington !

e dashed up breathless, panting. [*

The two hooligans glared at him,
relioved to find that the now-comer
was only a school.
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ruffians the name
of Mornington was
unknown,  They
did not know whe
their employer
WhS,

o AN o
anvaj o

were ne m 4 Y;‘A
Jimmy Silvor, &

}li. awn. m:r o
oorangien s b S o
th a burly ' I
him. A henvy fist was beating upon |

him

tone.
i'l,ognd stenek, T
censhed full i
ubﬂ"Tx hl{m, on |
‘hﬁt &-1:5 u’i.du. and as la;a!o:ll::: I
Marnington struck ngain,
cr:url[l,i‘:: on :!m sider of the
head with terrific force. |
The man  gave & groan, and
dropped into_the road, where he lay
liko a log. He was stunned,
Mornington staggered to his foet.
Jimm, s“"""u.“‘él é"“,had;"a:.ﬁ,
are ing in tho dust, the Fourti=
;‘-;:“m::o o?snoakwoud gallantly hold-

Thers was a gasping ery from the
ruffian a8 the stone crashed on his
head, and he fell heavily, Half-
stunried, and wholly knocked out, he
Iny grasping in the road. .
“Mornington grasped Jimmy's arm,

“Quick | he panted.

The eaptain of the Fourth stag-
ored up. His senses wero roeling—
gn had {:wn hard hit.

“(omo on—quick |” " panted Maorn-
ington. ** Before they——""

“Right-ho!"”

The two juniors
towards Rookwoorl.

Jimmy's mission
to Mre, Wicks' shop in Coom

wns

quite forgotten now, It was neces
sary to get out of reach of the two
ruffians before they recovered suffi-

ciently to renew the struggle.
Like hares the two Rookwood
juniors dashed np the road.
They were close to the schoal walls
before they stopped. *There, breath.
Jogs, exhausted, panting, they looked
back in the moonlight.

But tho road was bare. Thero was
no patter of footsteps; they were not
pursued.  The two ruffiens
evidently given it up.

Jimmy Silvor gasped for breath.
Mornington  was  leaning  heavily
against the achool wall, his face white
ns chalk, ‘There was blood on his
faco, where savage blows had fullon.
One of his eyes was closed,

Jimmy - stared at him, hardly ablo
to believe, yob, that it was Morning:
ton, the slacker and dandy and blaclk-
guard, who had come to his rescin.
Bvidenfly thera wos more good in the
ead of the Fourth than Jimmy Silver
hadd ever deeamed. ¢

** Mormington 1"

suid  Jimmy at
lust,
Moraington I\mm}md sardonically.
Ho was beginning to recover himse
now.

“Tye surprised you'!” he romarked,

“Yes;, a little.  You camo out
aﬂr; mr«.?" asked Jimmy.
“ Yoo

“1b was jolly lucky for mo!”

“Yos, luckier for you than for
me!"”
“You're burt?” ssid  Jim
nn:iously. T
Not so much as they are' said
Mornington.  * Lueky I got hald of
o stone.  They'll rmnon;{mr it for

snmfl\ t!imo Ji
“T haven't the faintest §
they are,” said Jimmy. iy
on o, for no onuse that T oan undoe:
stand.  They didn't want o rob me
—just to knock me about, so far as T
could see. 1 suppose T've trodden
on their cornn st some time or otber 1
Mlnrmnglun Jaughed,
1t was jolly plucky of you to pil
in like ¢ M."pnu'd, J‘g\lnyl p.i.t!r
sha'n't forget this, Mornington.
might have been serio injured 1"
“You would hava n,"  kaid
Mornington.
S Wall, T othink they meant it Ti's
jolly cnrioun that they shonld haye
piled on-me Jike that—unlsa they mis.
took me for sor iy else.  They
woro whtching the road for soms.
lm'(‘l : T'm sure of that I
‘or you,” mid Moenington,
“Oh, ho; t::? econldn't have known
that 1 was n“ ont tonight. 14
wasn't deetded m} after  Deammont
collared tha tack in the dorm,” said

"ol him
nlone I punted the
Janior. 1 gell
you-—

“Knock hi
innto the ditch I'" x

t "ﬁ;‘mﬂ?hrﬂ :’ o
- U nziturl"

glfmmx---w it

dashed up the road :}%‘: 7

“"They ot | 1s

ing hi . With the heavy stone | him, a

i:ghi,n“ h?:(i, Mornington rushed to % ¥on cowardly ent

his nid’. fb:],}w“,! his “;g,_ 2
Crash | &a oW mﬂnhmmwv

U
"‘Pﬁgh @.‘;n W
Jimm,

he
e

Jimmy. “Bub il they could
o 1. e iy S




