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‘to usc your brains,” said Gunner.
‘wouldn’t do that—I know you haven’t

junior captain, has refused 1it.

I

13/5/22

. The 1st Chapter.
A Deep-Laid Plot!

)3

¢ Otherwise——
‘: Bu‘t 33 i

“Otherwise 1 shall kick you——"
éé Bi.lt‘““*"”

“Hard!” said Gunner.
Dickin-on minor looked worried.

His study-mnate, the new junior in

the "Classical Fourth at Rookwood,
was quite a nice fellow 1n some ways.
Being the heir of Gunner’s World-
Famous Hardware, Peter Cuthbert
Gunner had plenty of cash, and be
spent at right royally, which was an
excellent thing for Dickinson minor,
who found one of Gunner’s ten-
shilling notes much more useful at
tea-time than one of his own three-
penny pieces.

But there were drawbacks.
expected to be monarch of all he sur-
veyved 1n the study, and he expected
Dickinson minor to be his humble and
faithful subject. He was prepared
to punch Dickinson’s head if he re-
belled: indeed, hé had
punched it several times, and Gun-
ner's punches were hefty ones.

As a rule, Dickinson minor gave

Gunner his head, so to speak. But

there were times when he ‘‘jibbed.”
It was one of those times now.

“Tt’s as easy,” said Gunner, *as
falling off a form. I know you're a
silly owl, Dick—I’ve mentioned that
lots of times. But this job 15 so easy
that even you can do 1t.”

i‘]gut 33

“It 1sn’t as if I were asking ygli

any,. 0ld chap. It’s lucky, when you

come’to think of it, that I've got
brains enough for two. You’'ve simply

» Jb )

rot to go to Jummy Silver—-—
“But——-"" ,
““ And tell him that his new bat 1s
i the top box-room. A fellow put it

there for a lark.”

“But——"  objected  Dickinson
feebly.
“T wouldn’t ask you to tell a

32

whopper,” explained Gunner. ¢ The
bat’s there. I've put 1t there. Just
mention it to Silver, and, naturally,
he’ll ‘go there for it.

for the cricket mateh.” (G
“ But——"" murmured Dickinson
Moy, ‘

“Were you brought up in a family -

of billy-goats?” asked Gunner, with
pieasajnt S&til‘ﬁ. - Oﬂﬂ’t you d(} any-
thing but but?”

“But——"  Apparently Dickinson
minor couldn’t. * But——-"

“The Classicals are playing the

Moderns  this  afternoon,” s?,ld
Gunner. “You know that! I've

asked—or rather demanded—a place
in the Classical team. - Silver, taking
a mean advantage of his pos_:l;i;‘ion as
‘“But you can’t play cricket, you
know——"
“What ?”’ roared Gunner.
Dickinson minor Jumped.

“1T—1 mean, Jimmy thinks you.

can’t !” he said hastily.
“That’s a very different matter,”
said. Gunner. ‘“He thinks I can’t

because he doesn’t know anything

about the game. See?” by
“IT—I see!” gasped Dickinson
minor.

“T’m left out,” continued Gunner.
“ As a punmishment, I'm going to see
that Silver 1s left out, too. He goes to
the top box-room for his new bat. I'm
hidden in the cupboard on the land-

Every Monday

Gunner |

already-

" once and wait for me in the car.

that. ‘
‘personality, and he was a very high-

ng.

; Must have"
missed it already, as 1t’s close on time

- vised Lovell.

As soon as he’s 1 the box-room,
- L whip out, and lock the door on the )

Publishad

By OWEN CONQUEST,

Author of the Tales of Rockweood appearing in the ‘‘ Popular.”

outside. I've put the Lkey outside
all ready. No other way of getting
out of the top box-room ; and as soon
as 1've locked him in, we get off in
the - car for the afterncon. I've
ordered a car from Rookham for to-
day, and 1t will be waiting for us at
the gates now. I'm taking you for a
motor run, old chap, and a spanking
dinner at Rookham.”

Dickinson’s face brightened.

“That’'s good !” he said. ‘“You’'re
a good fellow, Gunny. But 7

““We clear off the minute Silver’s
locked 1n,” resumed Gunner. ¢ He
can blow off steam in the box-room,
while the other fellows are playing
ciicket, and while we’re having our
run. We get back in time for call-

over and let him out.”
“But—Dbut our side may be licked 1f -
- Silver doesn’t play

33

“Rot! One rotten player more or
less can make no difference,” said
Gunner airily ‘“BSilver’s only a dud,
and they can play another dud 1n-
o e 23
stead.

! ¢ But 3

“There you go again—billy-goat-
mg !” said Gunner. It won’t make
any difference to the match—it can’t
—but 1t will be a lesson to Silver and

{ show him that I'm not to be trifled
“with.”

Dickinson minor wriggled uneasily.
He did not like having a hand 1n
Gunner’s masterly schemes. In choos-
ing between a kicking and a motor-
run of that sunny half-holiday, 1t was
easy enougn to make up his mind.

Gunner rose to his feet.

“That’s settled,” he said. “‘Now,
I'll get upstairs and get ready. Give
me five minutes, and then tell Silver

about his bat being in the top box-

Then you cut out of gates at
Tell
the chaufieur I'll be along 1a a tick.

rYoouni,

See 77
“Yes.. But—"
“Don’t you understand ?” snapped

Gunner.

“Yes— But 0

E“If' you understand, go ahead. I'm
0 .'.,,

Peter Cuthbert Gunner left the
study. Dickinson minor almast

groaned. He felt that he had to do |

it. Gunner was not a bully—far from
But he had a very dominating

handed youth. Life in Study No. 7
would have been simply intolerable, it

Dickinson minor failed to keep on the |
‘right side of Gunner.
auotor-run and a dinner at Rookham |

Besides, a

tempted Dickinson. And he simply
hated the i1dea of the alternative kick-
He told himself that 1t was only
a jape, after all, and he brightened
up as he remembered what a silly
idiot Gunner was, anyhow—it was as

‘hkely as not that he would fail to

entrap the wary captain of the
Fourth — much more lhikely that

Jimmy Silver would spot him 1n time

and give him a hiding for his cheek.

 That happy thought quite bucked
Dickinson minor, and he was cheerful

as he walked along to the end study.
There was a sound of voices in the
end study—one of them wrathy.
That was Jimmy Silver’s. Appar-
ently the captain of the Fourth had
missed his handsome new bat.
“Where’s that thumping bat?

 What silly ass has been sticking my

bat out of sight?

Seen 1it, Lovell 7”
“Not since

dinner,” answered

~ Arthur Edward Lovell.

““ Then where the thump——""-

. “You shouldn’t lose your bat, old |
‘man !” saild Newcome.

““I haven’t lost 1t !”” roared Jimmy
Silver. “It was here——"

‘“It 1sn’t here now !” said Raby.

! 23

‘“1 can see that, fathead |
“Well, vou’d better find 1t!” ad-

late on the ground. The Moderns
will be ready now.” :
‘“ Where the thump——7""

Dickinson miunor loocked into the end

study.

“Looking for your bat, Silver?”

he asked
- *“¥Yes, seen anything of it?”

4 Chap {old me that somebody had

“We don’t want to be 4

put 1t up m the top box-room for a
lavk.” -

“My only hat!”

Dickinson minor walked away after

giving - that nformation. Jimmy
Silver breathed wrath and destruc-
tion.

“Tll give him larks!” spluttered
Jimmy. *That idiot Gunner, I sup-
pose—just his style of a lark.” And
Jimmy Silver started for the staircase
that led to the top box-room,

‘- e

T he 2nd Chapter,.
Wir. Greely Investigates !

“ A very serious matter ! said Mr.
Greely. - ..

Mr. Greely, the master of the Fifth
Form at Rookwood, spoke 1n his usual
ponderous way.

Mr. Greely was a ponderous gentle-
mah. He was large, and he was
heavy, and he had a deep and power-
ful voice; and he had a manner that

indicated to the full the importance of

| MR. GREELY TRIES FORCE WITH A BAT
' room door, and the bat broke in two with the force of the blow.
on the landing outside.

his position at Rookwood. It may
even have indicated a little more 1m-
portance than actually existed. He
was conscious, himself, of being
stately. Ponderous was an adjective

Greely.

Mr. Dalton, the master of the
Fourth, nodded. He was busy that
afternoon, and not overjoyed by the
I'ifth Form master’s wvisit to his
study. He had a number of papers
to get through before he could get
out on his bicycle.

“Quite so,” he said. ' But——"’

“There is no doubt about the dis-

covery,” said Mr. Greely. *““One of
the maids found a packet of cigarettes

in the top box-room—apnarently con-
This -points to
secret smoking in the box-room on
person or persons.

cealed on a shelf.

the part of some
unknown.”’ | LR

““ Apparently.”

“Certainly,” said Mr. Gureely.
hope-~indeed, I trust-—that no mem-
ber of my Form 1s guilty of this sur-
reptitious and wunhealthy . practice.

Moge probably a jusior, M. Dalion.

sedulous care.

~with dignity.

(4 I

*¢Indeed !’

*Bome member of your Form, i
all probability.

Do wyou not think
so 77’

“Really, sir,. I see no reasqn what-

ever to suppose. so !’? said Mr. Dalton,

'rather tartly. |
{1 Mr. Greely waved & ponderous |

hand.

““I have stated my opimion of the
1t seems to

probability,” he said.
me a matter to be investigated with
As the cigarettes pro-
bably belonged to some boy in the
¥ourth Form—pray do not mterrupt

me,: Mr. Dalton—I have dropped in
to ask you whether you would care |

to join me in the investigation. No
doubt further evidences of these sur-
reptitious procecedings
covered on the spot. If you care to
accompany me, Mr, Dalton, pray do
so. Otherwise I shall proceed to the
box-room and inwvestigate the matter

1ndividually.”

“1 am sure the matter will be safe
in your hands, Mr. Greely.”

“Very well, sir!” said Mr. Greely,
“You may leave the
investigation entirely to me, sir! T
assure you that nothing will escape
my eye.’’

And Mr., Greely
the Fourth Form  master’s relief.
Mr. Dalton finished his last paper and
went out for his bicyecle—quite con-
tent to leave the exploration of the
top box-room 1n the capable and pon-
derous hands of Mr. Horace Greely.

That gentieman was about to pro-
ceed up the staircase, when he met
Monsieur Monceau, the French
master. He stopped for ten minutes

~or so to bestow the delights of his

conversation upon the Krench gentle-
man,* who submitted with debonair
outward  politeness and 1nward
groans. Mr. Greely’s conversation
was a one-sided affair. Monsieur
Monceau had only opportunities to

}

| going to his
“Gunner saw the situation. That any-
| body else was paying ay unexpected

“half-holiday
- mind at all. ' With the cupboard door

will be dis-

i of the lock. Gunner had

retired, much to |
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His viciim, all unsuspecting, was:
doom——that, was how

visit to so unfrequented a spot on a
did not enter Gunner’s

shut to conceal him, he could see
nothing- but he could hear!

And he listened ' gleefully to the
footsteps that passed the cupboeard,
and went on into fhe box-room.

Mr. Greely, as unsuspicious of
Gunner as Guuner was of him, strode

| into the box-room, to carry out his

investigations. 4 He left the door half
open behind him.

Gunner, scarcely breathing, looked
out of the landing cupbhoard.

The coast was clear.

On tiptoe, Gunner stole towards the
box-room door, reached for the
handle, and jerked it suddenly shut.

Click ! | - |

The key was already in the outside
- seen  to
that. To turn the key and jerk 1t
out of the lock and drop 1t into his
pocket, occupied Gunner a second.

With a grinning face ke bent to the

| kevhole and shouted.

“Ha, ha! Fairly caught, you silly
ass! Now get out if you can!”
With that Parthian shot, Gunner

turned away and raced down the
stairs. His work was done—well
done; indeed, better done ~than

| Gunner supposed. He had caught a

much bigger fish than he had ex-

| pected, 1f he had only known 1it.

Gunner was anxious not to meet

any of Jimmy Silver’s friends before
he could get clear. With the box-

| room key in his pocket, he scudded

down the stairs and whipped out into
the guadrangle. He scudded across

| the quad, and darted breathlessly out
| at the gates. & -

““Here you are!” sang out Dickin-

| son minor from his seat 1n the car.
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ejaculate “‘oui
vals. Mr. Greely was prepared to do
all the talking, and he did 1it.

: was permitted to escape,
while Mr. Greely ascended the stairs

“with heavy tread.

A rather narrow stair led from the
dormitory corridor to the top box-
room. Mr. Greely had a considerable
welight to carry, and he was a little
breathless when he reached that stair.
He went up . rather slowly, and
arrived at the little landing outside
the box-room.

There was a window on one side of
that landing, and a tall cupboard on
the other. The door of the cupboard

‘wvas closed ;. and naturally 1t did not
occur to Mr. Greely for one moment
that anybody was hidden in that
cupboard. |

But somebody was.

KEusconced in that cupboard, Gunner
of the Fourth was waiting to hear
Jimmy Silver’s footsteps pass into
the box-room. |

Gunner had not been waiting long
when footsteps came along.

He chuckled silently as he heard
thema i |

? The masier of the Fiith smashed Jimmy:
s Silver’s now bat against the lock of the box-

De. Chishalm arprived, a littie breathless,
‘“ Biess my soul !’ he sjaculated. -

or “non * at inter-

But
~he remembered his duty at last, and
& Mossoo
i that did not occur to his mind, It §
. occurred to others. .
“Very serious indeed !’ added Mr. .

locked the door on him

“Right-ho !”?

The chauffeur touched his cap, and
Gunner clambered into the car.. |

“Off you go!” exclaimed Gunner.,,
&6 - : i 1 131

Put 1t on—on the Rookham road.

“Yes, sir.”

The car started. |

Peter Cuthbert Gunner sank back.
in his seat, grinuing serenely. Dickin. -
son minor regarded him rather;
anxiously. B

‘““ All serene ?” he asked.

“0Of course!” said Gunner patronis-
ingly. “ When I figure it out to do a
thing, I do 1t, don’t 17”

“You—you’'ve  bagged
Silver 77’ gasped Dickinson.

Cunner chuckled.

“He walked right into the trap! 1
and cut.”
IHe tapped his pocket. “T’ve got the
key here! Ha, ha, ha!”

“]1—1I say, there’ll be a row if
Jimmy’s kept out of the cricket.”

“He’ll be kept out right enough,”
sald Gunner complacently. “No get-
ting out of that room till the door’s:

Jimmy,

uniocked—and we sha’n’t be back
with the key till call-over. Ya, ha,.

ha 1"

(Continued -overleaf.),
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.. 1t 1s sad to relate that Jimmy Silver

244

“I—1 say. Jimmy Silver will give

Every Manday

will be for that potty duffer. He

BOYS® FRIEND

“No, sir. It's a rather old-

“What was the epithet, Mz,

Thereo Halfpence

13/5/22

waxy., What? He,

- . he, he!” 1t was
you . an awiul hckmg " murmured | must be off his chump to play a jape fashioned key.” Greely Y7 exclaimed the Head, 1w | the fat voice of Tubby Mufin of the

Dickinson minor.

like that ¢n a Form-master,™

“Y must be released!” thundered

areat wrath,

Fourth.

“If Jimmy Silver ¢an hick me, he's “What has he L got up against | Mr. Greely, “1 wmust be released Mr. Greely coughed. Even to the Chortles, not leud bLut deep,
welconme to do 16! answered Gunner Greely, anvhow? asked - Raby. | immediately, without delay: Upon svmpathetic headmaster, he did poat | followed. Mr, Greely realised that *

cisdainfullv.

“We never have anything to do with

my word! The insolence—~the un-

caro to say thav he had been called

the news had spread, and that Lower

I.)_ic*killﬁﬁll’ mil}&r-ﬁtal‘ﬂ{i * Gl:f?‘ﬂlf= LS s J }_mard of audacity ! Silver, go and | 4 stlly ass by a jL_miOI_’ schoolbov. School boys were gathering on the
“But he’s licked wvou once,” he Blegsed if 1 know. There never | inform the Head st once of my—my “IHe—he mentioned the wame, | landing and the stairs, 1o listen to
sald. _ ,

18 any accounting for what Gunner

[_}I'e(jl it’l‘&ﬂ; ent | )

, ,l | ol . AL o L RS _ . | sir, of a—a quadruped, qualifying 1t } him, and to enjoy the situation.
pa !Ifh,:jt WasE div ﬂCCldﬂﬂta” d‘oe"‘:- Iﬁtff {]ﬂ{'] 111} fiulCl{*_? “ * \1 'f}'l"}' '“'E'].l, a1t *Bllt ]f 3701] dOl]t Vi'itll a (jll.'SI'ﬂ’S[JeL'tflil adjﬂctive?” rl‘h(l:-f‘ tl_loughtlﬂsﬂ ILnd lI’llS{_XUid{?&d
TOh " ' The Fistical Four started looking { mind my askmg—---" ' stammered Mr. Greely. vouths evidently' thought there was
“Don’t ftalk vot!” suggested | for Gunner, bui that youth was not  What?  What ™" . “Upon my word. Butis it veally | something comic in his imprisonment

(Gunner. “Pva tf},l‘d vOou very often, | to be ‘f(_u.lml_ {]l_H(,‘l{]_t‘-r -or at all. By “(..‘-},H‘ V_C::l see a cricket-bat in the the caze that you eannot get out of | 1n a dusty bf)?{*l’f}'()lﬁ, nof malising at
Dicky, thai you taik rot, and you | that time his car was a good three | rcom, sir?’ s ! the room, Mr. Greely?” all what a matter of awful serious-
talk too much. FHaven't 177 .m_rilés away fx*_*orn Rookwood School, : “A {.'ftlffk;&l-bilt 1% repeated Mr. “1 have broken a bat belonging, I | ness it ma]]y ks AL
And Dickinson nunor sawd no maore. | amigmng strong. ) Vi T (;ree!;:. .S;E’-:S_ t-hhf_-re 18 Q {rfmlmtf-bﬂt think, to Silver, in attempting to | u[pam%, old Greely —hoxed like a
But he congratulated h“"*‘”fe‘f.._”‘at he Most of the Classicai junior | standing bl the corner. What does | fqre0 the lock, sir. I awm not & bird, | badger!” That was Jones minor’'s
would: tet ba in Peter Cuthbert | crickelers were already on lattle | 1t matter?”’ W - e Y : DR SGHNET S LAt ey .
1 ; i A B _ A 8 1 A ! o' M .. | to escape by the window. voice. “ Ha, ha, ha!
(unner’'s shocs  when that cheery | Side, waiting for their skipper. S Is my new bas, s, said “Quite so, quite so! But the bov “Ramping about hke & wild
youth returned to Rookwood at | Tommy Dodd & Co., of the Modern | Jimmy. “I want it for the game this | | o o 0e 1 e b s it " oo PR TR R Pubby Muffin, |
calling-over. | I (?Efltfh,t\;tfl:e 11-{{&‘111%‘_, L(}flt I i‘a_f'.‘mu?m?i“ sn:-.t “tl* USIE,! you mind “Yt sewvears that e has gone Sub “Hu ha hal” '
| KH:t frf::;:ethzrthuegﬁmyli*:}} i‘hgim;ﬂ; F’L?%—;ﬁai .f:flg et for the afterncon, with the key in “1 hear you. Muflin, 1 hear you,
The 3rd Chaptor. | $AP8 T 1 SR Ros i N e b & o2 il ol gl | his pocket!”” hooted Mr. Greely, . Jones!” roared Mr. Greely. I
bat, Mr.. Greelv had to be released if And letting it down from the W e skt it : A 1 Ut E At P T TSN N g S0 s
. Gunner’s Catch ! | i i . window ety _ i Il eran }:;ss,aiceby em;ﬁgL 1t: ; rI. :a._pmll report :[ih]r: msolence to  vom
Jimmy Silver came up the box- | High and low the exasperatea four “Wh-z-t? Silver, if there were ;fﬁ-e Sri;;a oiiii's eforpaﬁt‘ Ii;llrljer dtlg be : rj‘l"gﬁl i:’tlﬁemtf} I—{ didn’t say any-
room stairs two at a time—about five | hunted for Gunner. But Gunner | not a locked door hetween us, | : unrat ouceﬁ acat wiﬁ i g o P s, PN g g _'f;,, i Animbd It h}h‘ I{:I ﬁf‘!
minutes after Gunner had departed, | seemed as Arthur Edward Lovell ex- | would box youp ears! How dare you | *GH : i, AR ey WG SRS TR S ML

The box-room door was shut, but

drel ! came a deep, beefy, booming
voice from the box-room.
Jimmyv Silver gave a jump. He

- pressed 1t, to have done a comiplete

He had seen the hired car from Rook-
ham start, with Gunner and Dickin-
SON MNor 1m 1it.

talk to me about cricket-bats at such

L]

“Oh, very well, s’
Junmy  Silver  departed. e
stopped on the way to pick up his old

of the house-dame whether there is

The Head rustled away down the
stajrs.
Perhaps Mr. Greely was as patient

in alarm, “1 didn’t utter a word,

: - . . 0 x5 : ' b Dyag ¥ ..'.‘ ; - ; ', fl - = 3
the room: was obviously tenanted. | fade-through. He was not to be | a moment as this!” thundered Mr. a‘lm.th_"“' key to thls,lmk' g ay be s ! only said it was ﬂ *’hmﬂt to
Rl i ; . Wi o 3 ¢ i Setklhoe ) alls of Roskwoad | Creels patient, Mr. Greely! Gunner, of | lock vou up hke a lion, sir——
To Jlmn’ly s SUrprise there was§ a | touna witnin tile wallsg oI nNOOKWOO(. 1reely. | o ey . 1 b d v thi s PLT ! iy R : L 12
R g o B h “ Cror ¢ ‘haps ¥’ sugcested “Oh, sir, but I want——" course, will be flogged for this cut- Pab!  Ge away at onpce!

sound of a heavy list banging on the | = \«One Out. Pernaps:  suggesie i Y L R N R : rage.” A snort was heard from the | roared Mr. Greely.
inside. of tha door. : Ne.W{:O:EI]e - at last Let’s  ask ('-].0 h.to ﬂm’ H%ﬂd, atﬂ s s I box-room, and the Head coughed There was reireating fooisteps

“Why—what-——" ejaculated Mack. eredibly stupie boy. ang }BPO{t ol I Pray be patient, my dear Greely ! | But at intervals, thro t‘-*lfb tl ¥ o '
Jimmy. Old Mack, the porter, was able to | himm what has happened. Go this in- | -Y_t--; il-'“‘ y LY blr o L b i 9 ' (i: ‘;’-‘ﬁ Jua]‘\ & paln 1”
J : ! Ll L " L b —ige .‘1 L] = L W o Y v R I 8 a [y ; i . L3 | Pl

“Open this door, you yecung scoun- | give information when questioned. | stant !’ a3 Patienlt as——as DOSSIDIE. ours - ina oliowed, Mr. Greely

detected o sound of whispering voices
and subdued chuckles without. He
suspected that there was a regular

recognised the fruity tones cf the The Fistical Four blinked at one | bat in the end study. Then he called | as possible, but perhaps it was not | procession up and down the box-room
Fifth Form master. another. into Dr. Chisholm's quarters to give | possible for the unfortunate gentle- | stairs, to listen to him, and to stare

“Ige—ris—is that Mr. Greely?" he |
stammered. s

“You know that it is 1! roared
Mr. Greely. " “How dare you lock me
in this room!”

“Great pip!” .

“Gone out for the afterncon—with
the key-—afier locking a Form-
master in a box-room !" said Lovell.
“ A doctor ought to see that chap.”

Mornington came rvacing up . from
the direction of the ericket-ground,

the startling information that a Form-
master was locked in the top box-
voom ; and then he hurried down to
Little Side, and cheerfully dismissed
the whole matter from his mind

How Mr. Greely was going to

man to be very patient. It was un-
doubtedly a trying situation. Mr.
Horace Greely did not look patient,
as he tramped up and down the box-
room, breathing wrath and venge-
ance, He kicked several boxes out

at the door that held him a prisoner.
With every minute that passed, Mr.
Greely grew more and more velcanic,
until really he seemeéd in danger of

exploding like a bomb.
When Jimmy Silver & Co., cheery

“ Unlock the door at oncel” “You fellows ever coming?” he | escape from his amazing predicament | of the way--not that they were in { and ruddy from the ericket, came
“ Are—are——are. . you demanded hotly. ““ Ave we goin’ to | was a deep question. But a more | his way, but he found solace in it. { back to the School House in the

~ locked 1,
sir 77 babbled Junmy Silver. \

P

kick our heels waitin’

for vou till

important question occupied Jimmy's

He resumed his attack on the lock

goldan sunset, they found a grinning

“Vou locked me in, vou voung | dark?” mind-—~the cuestion of beating the with the remnant of Jiunmy Silver’s _f:l*mvd of jumiors downstairs.
]-'Eiﬁcal 1” — " — . e : , —— , -
- . . 3. A1 _ = = o . 1A
g T didut, el gasped oured Plate Given Free in This Wee “Popular”™!  7nis splendid plate of
Jitnmy. “‘I've enly jus : 1 . MOk et i BT L0 _ A AL i LA
stairs, sir 1 never thought {or a T T SR — - P s S——

NOMEN L’
“Theny it' was some other woung
rascal ! Now I think of it, it was not
vour vaiea Jt was Gunner's vojce.
Is Gunner there?”
‘“ No, sip,”
“Well. unieck
Silver, and [ will
rascal myyself.”
“Certainly, sir.” , .
Jimmy Silver approached the door,
and wade the interesting discovery
that there was no Lkey 1n the lock,
“The key isn't heve, sir !’ he called
aut,
“What? Has thal yeung vepro-
bate taken awav the key alter fock-
g me in and addressing disrespect-

gasped !

the door at once,
seek the young |
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hoie ?i” E}Z}Euttm‘ﬂd the ' Wifth Formn - ‘C'E.Hl’ij bfﬁ‘ h@lpecl,” S-’tl{d Jlmmy’ _Medems at cricket. It was GI]IF in § new bat, but the lock was a Very “0Old th@ely 1 p&lﬂted' Tubfby

1i1m'-.=.tm*. ik i i Siver. *We Ve beg!] Eﬂ?hlllg for an 1&@1‘?&]5 of the game f-!‘}ﬂt Jimmy | old one, manufactuered i the d;;.-}-a f_llﬁ:nh ** ihd "-}:(-m k 110 Wevrmme: |

4Tt pot here, siv,” said Jimmy. escaped Jhmfm“f- Shan't be long ,ﬁil_h’-'gr remembered Mr. Greely, and | when locks were locks, and it showed | *“lsn’t he ocut yet?” ejaculated
“PBless my soul! Find Gunper at | HOW: I must tell Greely. wondered cheerily how he was getting | hardly a scratch when Mr. Greely | Jimmy Silver.

once, Silver. Tell him that he sh all
be flogged, and bring the key back.”

Jimmy Silver ryan back to the
School House, and ran up the stairs

Ol1»

was left with nothing but a cane
handle in his hand. He hurled that

“He, he, he!

W ; 'JNO fﬂ'&lr I’}
Great, Scott !’

“Yes, s, satd Jimmy. E’ﬂ t}wf’ top b?x”mm.lﬁ' Wﬂhm .,i‘hit The 4th Chapter. remnant across tho room with a “ Hasn’t Gunner come in with the
The cantain of the TFourth de- ""mlw“’%mt_* d”j‘fl‘f i ‘}”i-- ?"_”’t?' at’W]"' Briituts 4 A : crash, and resumed his pacing—or, | key?” exclaimed Lovell.  “Waell, of
sconded the stairs. grinning. What ment, he could hear the heavy sirides Mr, Qreely’s Happy Afternoon: rather, stamping. It was probably { all the potty jabberwocks-—re-

had possessed Guuner to play such a
trick upon a Vormemaster, Jimmy
could not guess, It was likely to be
a serious malter for the practical
1o0ker. | .
Form-masters could not be trapped
like rabbite with 1mpunity. It was
funny enough from the junior’s point
of view, hut there was a seripus side |

of the Fifth Form master as he paced
furiously to and fro. “
Locked in as he was. Mr, Greely
had ample time to carry out the in-
vestigations he had come {o the box-
room to make. But he was not
thinking of the investigations now.
Chigarette-smoking  was  a ‘
matter, but not nearly so serious as

gerious

“Bless my soul!” ejaculated Dr.
Chisholm,

Bang ! -

Mr. Greely had found a use for
Jimmy Silver’s new bat. He was
crashing it on the lock ef the box-
room door, in the hope of smashing
it—the lack, net the bat. Tlnfor-

half an hour—though it seemed to
Mr, Greely hours and hours—before
he heard a footstep on the landing
again. '

“Are vou theve, sir?”

It was the voice of Hansom of the
Fifth.

“I anl"

here, Hansom ! A

“1 wouldn’t care to be Gunner:
when Greely gets loosge!” remarked
Mornington, with a chuckle. v il

YHe must be fairly off his rocker !”?
sald Jimmy Silver aghast.  **Can’t
miagine what he’s done it for! I~
wish he’d come in, the awful ggs !

There was a shout from 'Tubby.

| + tunately, 1t was the bat that he suc- | ridiculous questior el T iin s

Vs : L ) etk b At AT e . N i ]t £ 18 10 L thal § °] s question to ask, Have vou , _

to the matter, too, for Jimmy’s bat | locking a }ff’ﬁ”l'mﬁ‘_ﬂe* 1._1”1 y *’“F box- | coeded in smashing. What remained | brought the key?” snorted M. “Here he conjes !” i o
was 1n the box-reom, and he wanted | room, SapeclLY | Wien 1'h]"—"J]'_ M= | of the bat was still beating a terrvific { (ireely. | And there was a rush to meet
it for ihe cricket match now due. master was Horace Greely. Mr. }

thought more of his new hat than of
the ¥ifth Form master’s predicament,
But he did. |
“Got %% called out Arthur
Edward Tovell, as Jimmy Silver re-
joined his chums in the lower pas-
Eﬂ;%e-* j
Ne.’

Greely could scamcely credit that such
an act of unparalleled gudgeity had
really taken place.

It was amazing, incredible, unheard
of, and many more things like that.
Buti there 1t was, Ie paced up and
down the box-room, muttering ejacu-
lations, fairly snorting in his wrath
and indignation.

tattoo on the stout, unmoved lock,
when Dr. Chisholit arvived on the
landing—very much perturbed. and
a little out of breath.

“Myr. Greelywe—"’

The tattoo ceased.

**1s that wou, sir?” In spite of
his justifiable wrath and execitement,
Mr. Greely contrived to subdue his
voice {0 something like calmness in

“No, sir. Dr. Chisholm says will
vou kindly be as patient ss possible,
siv, with his sympathy, until Guaner
returns, The Head thinks he wmay
not be long, siv. And there’s nothing
to be done till he comes in, as the
door’s too thick to be broken? in
sip”’ |
Mr. Greely exploded.

|

(2unner.

imw

The Bth Chapter.
A Little Surpriss for Guoner |

Peter Cuthbert Gunner
airlly across the cquad. He swore g
cheery and satisfied look. He had
had quite a pleasant afterncon out.
Bo  had Iickinson

walked

minar: but the . .:

. 4 _ , N TSR x ‘ % : _ “Pish! "Push! '‘Nonsenss ! he | luttar wwna thitliimm of ' e
" Wasn't it there?” asked Raby. te swung 1mpatle§1tly to the door addressing the august Head of | roared. “The door must be broken l-flttm e thmlﬂ?lfg- of the trotble g
“That cheeky voung ass Dickinson | as he heard the sound of fooisteps on | Ryokwood. | o SRyl B Bt Moot B e Gunper did not seem to be
the la,nd;ug at last. | ' st B sl G 4l 4 prisoner Ul bothering about trouble.

pulling your leg?”
o ! Eiflg-mn_'t looked wet,"” grinned |

Jimmy Bilver. ‘“‘Greely’s in tie box-

room. Guniner’'s locked him in.”

El

“Bilver is that you?”
bb ‘*&:S, &Il"- I-' : q‘.l!. * |
“Why did you not return before?”

0 mie——n

“Yes, Mr. Greely. Eilver reports

""I sent him to tell Yy Ou., SIL. 1

it suits the convenience of an insane

* _ By some of
hts own wonderful mental processes

nhe justified his conduct to himself:
and the opinion cof others did not

s : 2 ' X e 38 - ; vaan 423 e _ 2 4 ' . . :
‘é Ca:ﬂ,t, : ﬁt lm l?lth{}llh [h{: 1{(3}"- VO Lept me vga_i]'t}ng S0 l(}]}g her@ ?!‘5 eli'fe‘e_?‘ f WC}I‘-{? ltﬁie;t it} ﬁpl E’ ?{ A H“E 5 .;4()1; I_ EOFJ.,&L } Il;l -(I:lel@:l.y;ﬂ .3':.011 pafcd now to 171331('3{15'@ t-!in}lﬁy Si!ver
Got to img Guoner and rvifle him,” | _ " I-—I was lookmg for Guuner, sir. ihi*tq- l;?:'?sjmba;:w? Pgﬁljﬂ; 1*.? are 1o tase Uve hundred lnes, Han- tromi  the box-room, and face the
said the captain of the Fourth. | = gfaar@}% eih 6"" m’:ﬁ' dsbh n feund herve by | som. music—if any.

“Tend a hand.”

“ Look here, there’s no time now !”
E_K-Clﬁimed | ﬁ;‘iihllfj lﬂdward_ _LQV@]L
“The Moderns will be waiting for
us. | . |
“But the bex-reom is locked !”
“ You ean use your old bat.”

R S e
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“Pish! You should have found
him sooner. However, now you have
: 3 ' |
found. hlmw
“J--1 haven't found him, sir.
“What?”

22

“He-~he's gone out for the afler-

noon it seems, sir,” faltered Jimmy

Yo my amaze-
ment, sir, the door was suddenly
slammed and locked on the outside,
angd Gunner, sir—the new boy in the
Fourth ¥orm, sir-—4 boy whom 1

suspect, sir, of not being quite vight

in the head-—this bay, sir-—this-—this

“0Oh, my hat!” _
Hansom of the Fifth fairly fied
down the statrs, He was afraid that.
if he remained another minute or
two, Mr. Greely might make it a
thousand,

Mr. Greely hammered on
the door. '

Lower boy to release me?” A
“Am 1 to tell the Head what vou

Muffin in the deorway at last.’

‘_" Here he comes !” shouted a dezen
volCes. | | !

Gunner smiled. KEvidently hig ex-
ploit had attracted general notice—
and Gunner did not object to the
imelight. He swanked rather than
walked i at the big Joorway. "

“VYes; but Mr. Greely-—" Silver. | ﬁ:retch-——i;hla depraved young rascal, "‘ljauaomf Boy ! Hansom! Answer “Here I am!” he said cheerily. .
“Bothéer Greely! He’s not our | *“What? What? And taken the | sir, shouted an opprebrious epithet | me!” Y Why, what —~ how —

Form-master,” said Lovell warmly, | key with bim ?* rpared Mr. Greely. | through the keyhole, sir. and fled; | But Hansom was gone. which——" He fairly spluttered at

“Teall a Fifth Form chap, and then “T-] suppose so, sir.” . Pleaving me, sir, locked in this Mr. _Lxr.et_a'iy whirled about the box- | the sicht of Jimmy Silver in the

COMe &16)1'_13";“:1 the cricket.” “Upon my ward! Is it IJUEEJ_}I@ l"OQﬂl.”_ _ f _ room in his rage. He ‘thmnped the | crowd of juniors. “You! How did
Jimmy Silver shook his head. that that wretched boy. that-—that “Is it possible?” eyxlaimed the | doer, and he kicked the boxes. He | you get out 7” i
“Greely will e:&:*}lﬂde if he's not let | young hooligan bas locked me in thig | Head, *"he dared to address you dis- | made remarks—mnot in a subdued | Jimumny stared at him.

out pretty quick,” he answered. | —this dusty room and left me——" | respectfully 7"’ ‘ voice. But he checked his flow of “What’s that *” he asked.

“The Moderns can wait a few | Mr, Greely choked. “Ilo vou kuow “He did, sir. He applied an | eloquence as a giggling voice was “You've playved in the match after

minutes. Let’s find Gunner. The | of any other-key that fits the lock, | epithet to me through the keyhele, | heard on the landing without. I all 7% ;l.'r:}m*m} (Gunner, '

sooner (Greely’s let out the befter it

Silver 727’

SE %S
S5ir.

“He's going it, ain’t he? Awfully
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“POLRUAN’S QUEST!”

By MAURICE EVERARD.
{Continued from page HZL)
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Frank Polruan were standing at the

vacht’s stern, watching a big Union
f..ea,stle liner bemtr nealed when across
the basin there came a small row-boat
in which two young men were stand-
ing, regarding the HKnchantress with
eager, curious glances.

As the boat drew under the yacht’s
stern, the taller of the two, a fair-
haired youngster in a much worn and
mended &mt. of white drill, made a
motion. o .the boys, and asked if he

might be allow ed t-o speak to Captain
Tremo-rne.

There was something in-
stinctively winning about the open,
manly face, with its wealth of crisp
gold hmr on which the sun played
fancy tricks of licht and shade, that
Frank’s heart warmed to the st anger,
the more especially as his clothes
showed signs of extreme poverty, and
his feet were encased i a pair ot
much-worn slippers through the gaps
in which his toes peeped,.

“I’'m sorry, old chap, but the
skipper’s not on board,” vreplied
Frank. “But if you care to wait an

hour or two, no deubt Le’ll see you.”

M THIS WEEK :

Free Real Photo of Johnny Brown, the boxer,
in the « BOYS’ FRIEND.”

Free Real Photo of John Crosbie (Birmingham
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The young fellow smiled and
showed beautifully kept white teeth,
Then he turned to his ifriend, and a

whispered conversation took place |

between them.

“It’s awfully necessary we should | |
| their hands,

see him—to us, at any rate!” he
called back. * But the fact 1s,
oo back, we haven’t enough cash be:

tween us
row us ouL agaln.

Tremorne will come 7
The hungry look on the two faces,

and the patched clothes, went straight |
| duce

| We're old pdls~—-went to Repton to-

to the hearts of the two Polruans.
“I say, are you two fellows really

down on yvour uppers ?”* Dick asked.
The &pokesm&n answered.
“We don’t want to complain, sir,
but we are a bit hard hit.

your sklpper up at the sailor’s rest,
and as we’re completely stranded, we
thought he :mlrrht hold out a helpmg
haud We don’t want money—
thanks all the same ”—as Dick made
2 motion to open his note-case. *‘1f
only we could get work on this craft,
I guess we'd be mighty glad to take
it, 1in exchange for focrd and travel.”
‘““Therse a.gam replied Frank,
“I’'m afraid we're not neéding any
hands. You see, we've 3, blf'“ com-

plement already, and we’re going a |
| selves scarce before he returns.’

;]olly long way
“My name’s Lawless—Roger Law-

less, and I'm an Enghshman. My
friend

Amuses and Interests All
The Film Novelty that
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Wherever Shown. The §EP" !
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cent Years. Powerful /4
Lens Stereoscope and
Picture Holder, 2% &
ins. long, and 100
RBeal Kinema Fllm
Pictures, only 1/=-;

Superinr,l!ﬁ. Post~

if we |
went to lllb belt

to ask this dago fellow ta | about that, sir.

I suppose you
couldn’t tell us which way Captain |

5 left us broke, we set out to try and

We he&rd _'
more than a good word or two about |

' Dick.

L "Tremorne.
| pline.

and I want to get east to !
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Singapore. I suppose you’ re not
bound that way ?*

The two boys exchanged glances.
It wasn’t wise to discuss their destina-
tion with strangers.

“T'm sure I couldn’t tell you,”’
replied the boy. ‘ You’ll have to ask
the captain. However, 1 don’t mind
taking you and your friend on trust,
1f you’ll care to come aboard.”

“That’s very kind of you,” said
Lawless. “But what about this
waterman? He says his tlme 1s up.’

Frank laughed.

** Never mind about hlIIl.. We'll
paydeiin off. You come up for a pow-
wow, ilere, Snowball, Creamy
Custard, or whatever your name 1s,
catch this money and bring your pas-
sengers round to the gangway, then
hop off.?”

“You think it’s
visitors on board ?7°* whispered Dick,
as they passed along the Hld@

bmnl{ looked his cousin squarely
between the ecyes.

“They’re Britishers, and they
stla,l ght as a die, th{mgh life h;_m used

‘em pretty badly Besides, they can’t
?

quite safe to have

IUQL

e - e

as we've got the crew
Seems to me the poor
The

do any harm,
all round us.
beggalq want a jolly good feed.

tall one’s as thin as a rake. 1 say "—
l as  Lawless and his companion
dropped to the deck and held out

are you hungry ?”’

Lawless’ gaunt hand
“1 don’t know
I think we passed the
hunger point some days since.
They’re good enough up at the rest,

- Hunﬂ*ry

| but you have to pay something, and
 we can’'t muster

._ a meal a day between
us. Oh, I’'m sorry, I forgot _to inelro-
my friend, Tom Grantley.

gether, and afterwards when the war
make our fortunes. Not too success-
ful, so far, but we don’t mind so long
as we can get back to our regiment.”

“Your wglrnent‘?” echoed Frank.

“Yes,” interposed Grantley. ‘“We
belong to the 1st Company of the érd
Battalion of the Foreign Legion, and,

to putb 1t mlldly——-well I suppose at
- this very moment, we’re posted up 1in
our regimental records as deserters!”

“Peserters !”” came promptly from
“Then I guess you won’t get
much of a welcome from Captain
He’s a stickler for disci-
No: the best thing you can do
i1s to have some tood and nmke your-

(Look out for next week’s ecxciting
instalment of this wonderful adven-
ture serial! 1I¥s great!)
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The Editor of the “Green Un?”
asked me to look into this new
scheme and give his readers the
benefit of my -investigations. Well,
in the first place, L must warn you
readers that this is not a “free
passage ofier. South Australia does
require a large number of lads from
about 15 to 18 (and the younger the
bettu.,,r) who are willing to be appren-
ticed{ tvo a farmer for one to three
years, on c¢ertain conditions.

But avew applicant must be able
to pay #%i} towards passage, and
have &% as lunding money, making
x12 1y all,

Without this sum it is useless to
do, as sc many youngsters did, write
or call at Australia House, some-
times framping long distances in
their eagerness. No boy can go to
Australia, under present conditions,
without paying some proportion of
the passage money. If you chaps
will get that f:iCt into your heads
you will save yourselves a great deal
of wasted effort.

Now, providing that you can raise
the tenner, plus the two pounds land-
ing-money (this, of course, 1s to make
sure that wyou are not absolutely
broke when you land in Anﬂtlaha)
your next step is to make sure that

.your parents or your guardians will

agree to your going to South Aus-
tralia under the scheme. Quite a lot
of youngsters crash at this fence!
They sail in for an application-form,
fill 1t up, then find that their palentb
bring the foot down-—more time and
energy wasted.

With  the parents’ consent-form
you have to have two good refer-
ences of moral character..

Therefore. the would-be appren-
tice has really four plehmlnalv ques-
tions to reply to before he can even
think of sendmg for an application-
form to Auqtrihd lI(utw' 1. can the
£12 be found; '8, is he prepared to
be apprenticed d,nd hdve balance of
passage-money, Ilmt 1S, the difference
be hmeﬂ uhrl’b ”E{Jil “ here (-‘910)
and' £26, d¥hieted gmduahy from
his' wages; . 3. parents’ consent;
4, two good references.

Further Details:

An applicant must realise that
some little time will elapse before he
receives final approval. And further
delay 1s probable when it comes to
- arranging the passage. It is advis-
able, therefore, for any .chap who
has emplo ment to remain at work
until he gets definite  instructions
about sailing. Boys are not being
shipped out haphazard. Farmers in
South Australia arc invited to apply
for these lads, and not until the
Government 1s assured that there 1s
actually a berth waiting for a young-
ster- will .that lad be asked to go.

I am giving you all the neces-
sary - details; 'but meanwhile, ,1f any
reader wants advice or help, I am
willing to do what I can. But for
goodness’ sake don’t write to me
ablung for schemes how to raise that
tenner! That is your side of the
deal,” but on' any other subject con-
nected with the scheme in general,
and the life out there, I shall be
glad to advise, or put you in touch
with the right people.

Here 18 the official scheme 1in

Pmmpt
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. detail.

It explains itself, and I par-
ticularly call the reader’s attention
to the paragraph headed ‘IFinancial
Arrangements.”’ It explains how
the balance of passage-money will
be paid.
that 4s. a week pocket-money is more
than most of the lads will be able to
spend, for they receive full board
and lodgings.

The tate at whizh the boys will be

shipped will depend largely on the.
number of applications received for
from ‘time to |

them from farmers
time. Such applications are now
being called for.

Term of Apprenticeship.

Boys between 15 and 18 years of
age (the younger the bEttLI') will be
apprenticed by the Commissioner of
Crown Lands and Immigration (who

will act as their guardian) to
farmers, ‘horticulturists, Wine-
growers, and pastoralists. The term

of apprenticeship will be for not less
than one year and not more than
three years. At any time the boys
will be able to make representations
to the _ommuissioner as to the con-
ditions under which they work and
live.
The Boy’s Wages.

The minimum wage to be paid by
the employer to the boy will be sub-
ject to the approval of the Minister.
Kxcept in special cases, the boy
live on the farm on which he WOI‘kE.

Financial Arrangements.

Kach boy will be allowed 4s. per
week pocket-money, and the re-
mainder of his earnings will be paid
by the employer to the Immigration
Department, and will be placed to
the lad’'s eredit in the State Trea-
suiy, where 1t will be retained at
4; per cent interest until the end of
his apprenticeship. Payments will
be made from this account towards
the cost of clothing and other neces-

saries, ncluding any lability for !
passagoe-rmoney. ; R
Passage~Money.

A portion of the cost of shipping |

the boys from England to South
Australia will be borne: by the State
Government. Fach bo will- be
liable for £26 of the a,mmmt of
which £10 must be paid beft»re he
The ba,la,nce of £16
may remain on loan, free of interest,
but must be paid (11]1‘111‘7" the term
of his apprenticeship. It desired,
the tull amount can be paid prior to
embarkation. Fach boy will also
be required to deposit .82 in London,
which will be wfunded to him on
arrival 1n Adelaide. At the end of

the term of his apprenticeship the
boy will be paid the amount to his

credit in the Treasury. He will then
prac-
tical farming education, and he
should be 1n a position to undertake
agricultural or horticultural work on
his own account.

All further communications should

be addressed to—
Director of Migration and
Settlement,
Australia House.
Strand, London, W.(. 2.
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GUNNER'’S
GREAT
CATCH!

AR Ran

“Played in the match ? Of course !”
“My hat' How did you get out,
ther!? Did you have another key
after all ?”’ howled Gunner, in wra,th-

ful d:mppmntment
“What '1s he burbling about i

asked Arthur Edward Lmrell
wonder. ‘““ Are you quite off your

AR N

=

vill

rocker, Gunner?”’ |

“T thought I'd fixed him all right
for the afternoon"’ howled Guxmer
wrathfully,  ‘“How the thump he gof
out of t.he hox—room beats me !”’

Jimmy Silver jumped.

““The box-room !” he repeated.

“Ha, ha, ha!” yelled the juniors.

They ‘all undarstood now. It was
one of Gunner’s many httle mistakes
—the latest and greatest.

“Oh  dear!” moaned Arthuyr
Edward I.ovell, wiping his eyes,

““That born idiot will be the death of
me yet! You crass duﬂ'er 1t wasn’t
Jimmy yon locked in! ha, ha!
You caught a whale'm te_a,,d of @
sprat !’

- “What! Who was it, then 77 stute
tered Gunner.

There was no need for the ]unmrs
to answer. Across the hall: came the

stately figure of the Head, and the

juniors fell back before him." Gunner

blmked at the Head. |
“So you have returned, Gunner!”
sald 'l.he Head, in an a,wful vmce,
“Ye-e-es, 511'”’ g
“Have you the key 0f the box-
room 77’
“Ye-e-es, sir—in my pocket su'
“Then h::md it to me at onee.’
Gunner handed over the key. still
blinking. Chisholm handed the

‘Il‘

to the box-room

['.H

Go up

‘“Silver !

“Yes, sir!”
Gunner’ staﬂ‘ﬂ'ered

SSVEr (_:rreel 19 he- sald famtl
“Recquest ’V.Ir Greely, Slver 6

| come to my study as soon as posmble
to witness the condign pumshment of

the bny who lockecl him 111 the box-

| room. ; o
| “TLocked him ‘in t-he bm: z‘tmm (i
mumbled  Gunner mechﬂmcally
“Oh crumbs!”’ *

“You, Gunner, will fo‘low mo !
said the Head grimly. -
| ““Oh dear! Yes, sir!”

Peter Cuthbert (xlllll’lbl‘ followed

the Head, limping. At one fell
swoop, all the swank had departed
out of Peter Cuthbert, ‘and: his knees

fawrly knocked together as he went.

O [ L7 L e -

Scores of eyes watched Mr. Greely
as he descended the stairs and he&ded
for I}r Chisholm’s study. Some of the

Juniors thought he looked like a wild

Hun—some like a famished cannibal.
At quite a distance from the
sounds of deep and
woeful angu1-h could be heard imme-
afterwards. Later,  deep

Study ‘No. T in the IMourth, wwhile in
every other study there was laughter
loud and long over Gunner’s’ (_rwat
Catch. - i A2

THE END,

(Another splendid story of Jimmy
Silver & C4." al Rouﬂwaod newt
Monday.)
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