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The 1st Chapter.
Mornington is Mysterious !

““Soen Morny?”
Erroll of the Fourth asked

at Rookwood, addressing nobody In
particiular.

Every MVonday

Published

“You don’t feel inclined to chuck
it up, as a protest against your best
chum bein’ dropped from the team?”

Krroll looked deeply troubled.

I can’t very well, Morny, old
chap. I wish you’d be a bit reason-
able. BSilver had to leave you out as
you're not in form. JI—I wish vou’d
let Oswald alone, Morny.”

“You think 1t was rather high-
handed to pitch inte him, because he
bagged my place in the team?”

“The place was given him, and

' you've made the fellows think that

| you

| just,

him: for the
I know 1t’s ur -
what they think

wanted to crock
match to-morrow.
but that’s

! now."’

| that :
question in the junior Common-room

It “was getting towards  bed-time |

for the Fourth, and .most of the
juniolrs® were in the Common-room.

But Valentine Mornington was not |

to be seen there. -

Jimmy Silver shook his head as he
met Krroll’s glance.

- Not since ? Jimmy began, and
stopped. | |
Arthur Idward Lovell chuckled,

- and tintshed the sentence for him.

licked him in
That 1sn’t

“INot  since we
Oswald’s study, Erroll.
very long ago.” |

Erroll made no reply to that. After

- & rather worried glance round the

Common-room, he turned and went
downgthe corridor. |
H> paused at the foot of the big
stawrcase, and. then slowly mounted
the stairs, and went to his study,
No. 4 in the Fourth.
The quarter-past nine had chimed

“They’re right,”
“Morny ¢

“1 was goin’ {o give Oswald a
decorated visage that he couldn’t
possibly have taken over to St. Jim’s
tor a cricket-match.” vawned Morn-
ington. *“ Shocks you, old bean,
what?”’
I should say so!”
deep breath.  ““If that’s the truth.
Morny, Silver was quite right to
interfere, and vou de:erved the Form

Krroll drew a

| licking you got—every bit of it.”

“Thanks! You always were a
candid friend, old bean. But some-
body mayv be sorry for that Form
lickin’, all the same,” said Morning-
ton, with a glint in his handsome

eyes. ‘““Do youw're goin’ over to St.
Jim’s  with the merry cricketers

to-morrow, Erroll?”?
6k e ‘l 1?2
Certainly !
““Leavin’ me pinin’ on my lonely
e l}‘.ﬂ
OWIl! .
“You don’t ask me to cut cricket,

Morny. because you’ve dropped
practice and lost your place in the
| team 27

“Oh, no! DBesides, you’re vice-

out; and, so far as Erroll had been |

able to discover, Mornington was not
in the School House at all. He had
looked for him in the study, in the
Shell: passage,
he Wwas not to be found.

out of school bounds, he was in

1mminent. danger of discovery, as he

would .certainly be missed - if he did

" not turn up for dormitory at half-past
- nine. ~ And Trroll, knowing that his
“chumi was in a bitter and reckless
- mlood “that evening, was worried and
_a lhittle alarmed.

Heoe gave a slight exclamation as he
caine up to the door of Study No. 4.
Ho h#ad left the study in darkness,
but the light was on now.  Erroll
pushed the door open quickly.

“Morny,!”

Mornington of the Fourth was

geated in the armchair in the study,

his hands in his pockets, and his feet
on the table.

He fiodded coolly to Erroll as th
latter came 1n. .

I Hallo 1*° -

“You here, Morny

“Nothin’ surprisin’

29

in findin’ a

- ¢hap i his own study, is there?”

“Well, ‘ves,” said Erroll. “T've
been looking everywhere for you for
the last half-hour. 'I—I was afraid
you’'d gone out of bounds.”

“Liookin” for me?”
ingtoy, - ** Well, I've been for a trot
in the ‘quad.” '

“I ditdn’t see you coms in.”’

“Oh.- I got 1n at a window at the

back!”

Erroll’ compressed his lips a litle,
but made no rejoinder. He knew
now that Mornington had been out of
the school after lock-up. |

* Perhaps 1 went a bit farther than
the quad,” said Mornington med:-
tatively,  “ Perhaps 1 dropped over
ithe wall,” and, took a little ramble
along - the high-road 1n this giddy
moonlight. = Perhaps I met a man,
and had a little chat with him. Why
1170) AALTES 5

The dandy of the Fourth seemied
qjuite . cheerful, almost merry: but
there was'a sardonic, mocking light
in his. eyes that Erroll did not like.
Certainly Morny did not look like a
fellow who had received a Form lick-
mg & short time before—the effects
of which he must still have been
leeling. Erroll sat on the edge of the
table, rd&garding his chum with some
uneasiness. ._

“And to-morrow,” said Morninglon
thoughtfully, ‘18 the merry cricket-
maich with St. Jun’s. You're goin’,
Jeryolbadst i

“Yes, as' I'm 1n the team.”

and downstairs, and |
If the |
 scapegrace of Rookwood had gone

captain, and if anything happened to
Jimmy Silver you’d be wanted to
take the giddy command.”
“That’s not hikely to happen.”
““Stranger things have happened,”
remarked Mornington.  ““Somethin’

might prevent Silver from goin’
over. Then you’d be wanted. Sup-

pose that, were to happen, you’d play

| your own pal in the team, although

yawned Morn-

!

Silver thinks he 1sn’t good enough-—
what?” |
Erroll gave his chum a startled
look.
“Morny !
3 o : | iy :
can’t have been playing any trick to
keep Silver away from St.

to-morrow! T1t’s not possible—"’

By OWEN CONQUEST.

(Author of the Tales of Rookwood appearing in the ** Popular.”)

|
|

|

!
‘

You—you haven’t—you i

Jim’s |

“How could 17” said Mornington, |

laughing.
- “Of course,
Erroll.

“But if it happened

“What's the
what wmight happen, when
practically certain not to happen?”’
said Erroll. .

“Things do happen,” wvawned
Mornington. ““Jimmy Silver might
be detained by the Head, or he
might have an- attack of apoplexy.”

Erroll laughed.

“But 1f you did happen to get the
captaincy for the day, Erroll, you’d
play me?”’ '

Erroll did not answer.

“Can’t you give me an answer,
Krroll 7’ - asked Mornington, looking
at his chum with a very unpleasant
hight in his eyes.

“How could I play you, Morny,
when you’re dropped from the team
because yvou’'re utterly off your form,
and not fit to take part in a fixture
of any importance?” said Erroll im-
patiently.

“So triendship counts for nothin’?”

“It wauldn’t in such a case. Why,
Jimmy Silver has left both Raby and
Nesvcome out of the eleven, though
they’re his pals, and jolly keen to
play. If I were in his place, I hope
I should do my duty as he does. So
would vou, Morny. But what’s the
good of discussing what won’t hap-
pen? And it’s bed-time.”

Erroll slipped from the study table,

vOou

92

couldn’t,” said |

good of discussing |
1t's |

“1 think you  would play me, all |

the same, if you had the chance,”
said Mornington quietly. “If you
had the chance, and didn’t stand by
vour chum, 1t would be the end of a
good many things, 1T suppose you
know that?”

Krroll shook his head.

“Then I'm glad the occasion won’t
arize,”” he said. “ When you’re more
reasonable, Morny, vou’ll agzree with

iny view. Anvhow. I’m not going to
quarrel with you over something that
won't ‘happen. . Let’s get off to the
dorm before Bulkeley comes after us
with his ashplant.” |

Mornington said no more, and the
two juniors joined the ¢rowd of the
Fourth 'on their way to the
dormitory.

The 2nd Chapter.
Ezadied Away!

daturday morning dawned bright
and sunny on Rockwood School.

There were a dozen juniors that
morning at Roockwood who were spe-
cially and particularly merry and
bright.

For Jimmy Silver’s team it was a
whole holiday instead of a half, and
the cricketers, who were going to St.
Jim’s, prepared for their journey
instead of for morning classes.

Raby, who was not in.the team.
was going with them; but theve was
lecave only for the round dozen, and
Newcome was staying behind., 1t

DT}

I
Ry !

_ sl . THE BOYS' FRIEND
A Splendid Story of Jimmy Silver & Co. at Rookwood School

Jimmy- Silver laughed.

** Newcome, old chap, give it a rest.
Frroll’
him 1 a cricket bag. Come over in
the afternoon if you can, and we’ll
all come home together.”

The Wistical Four were in the end
study just then, and there came a tap
at the hali-open door. Tupper, the
page, presented himself there with a
telegram 1n his hand.

“My oniy hat!” ejaculated Lovell.
“1 hope that 1s1’b from St. Jim’s—
can’t be anything to prevent the
match i

““ Master Sivey-—-—-

““ Thanks, kid.”’

“Mr. Dalton said T was to bring it
up to you. sir.” said Tupper. ¢ The
boy’s walting for an answer.”

Jimmy Silver nodded and opened
the telegram. He glanced at it, with
the same thought in his mind that
had occurred to Lovell: that some-
thing might have happened at Ht.
Jiti's with regard to the match fixed

? said Tupper.

for that Saturdav. His chums watched

him as he read it. They looked
anxious as they saw Jimmy's colour
change.

“Good heavens !

_ ' muttered the
cavtain of the Fourth. |

“They’re scratching !”” exclaimed
Lovell. | _
“No! No. It—it's not from St.

Jim’s 7 Jimmy Silver pulled him-
self together, but his lips were trem-
bling. “It’s from home ! Father -

“Bad mnews, old chap?’ asked
Loveli, his expression changing.

“ Jook ! |

Jiunmy’s chums read the telegram.
it ran: .

JIMMY SILVER ARRIVES HOME !

door to him. Jimmy started back viclently.

L]

needed all Newcome’s solid common-
sense to realise that Jummy Silver
was right m leaving him out for a
better man. Newcome did not quite
see, personally, that the better man
was better; and Jimmy’s selection
had shaken his faith a trifle in
Jimmy’s judgment. But he bore his
destiny with cheerful resignation, and
he helped Jimmy
Raby to get ready. They were start-
ing tor the station soon after the rest
of the school were due for classes.

“May give you a look-11i* in the

afternoon !’ Newcome remarked, ] !
think I'll come over and see the
finish. 1 say, Jimmy 4y

“Yes, old chap?”

““ As EKrroll's so jolly chummy with
Morny he might like to bhang on at
Rookwood and keep him company!”

‘“ Bow-waow !’
“He’s helping Morny. with his

Latin too and Morny’s swotting for
the Latin exam-——-""
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and Lovell and

,!

'

|

A grave-looking

“Your father seriously ill. Come
at once.—Phyllis.”

“1t’'s from Cousin Phyllis,”’. mut-
tered Jimmy. ¢ I—1 didn’t know she
was staying at the Priory. Father
1ll—1t must be jolly serious for a tele-
%%am to be sent calling me home.

Jimmy caught his breath. He
looked round the study rather
blindly for a pen and paper.

“"Bre’s a form, sir,” said Tupper
quickly.

“Jimmy took the form and wrote
hastily : | '

“Coming by first train.—Jimmy."’

Tupper took the telegram down-

stairs to be handed to the waiting

cricket.’”’

telegraph lad. i
Newcome had already got a time-
table out of a drawer and opened

it.  Jimmy, with a white face,
glanced over 1t for trains. All
thought of the cricket match had

been obliterated from his mind for
the moment.

“ Nine thirty-five at Latcham Junc-
tion,” he said. ‘I can catch that on
my bike, and leave the bike there.
You fellowge—e"’

“Tll get your

bike out!” said

Neweome.

Thete's the
~ Jimmy remembered that
now. “1 can’t go over to St. Jim’s.
Erroll will skipper the team and Raby

‘“Hold on & minute.

wall play 17

“ That's all right I’ said Raby.

*You can go with the eleven,
Newcome, as a dozen fellows are

s coming, if we have to carry

Price
Three Halfpasnce

, gentleman,
Jimmy’s breathiess arrival from

!
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zgiven leave,” said Jimmy Silver. It
was just like Jimmy to think of his
chum in that moment of deep trouble
for himself. “ T'll show this telegram
to Mr. Dalton and speak: to rroll.
You get my bike down to the gates
ready, Newcome !”’ K

“ Right-ho !’

Newcome cut away down the pass-
age. Jimmy Silver read through
the telegram again and put 1t into his
pocket. His face was pale still, but
he was cool and collected. |

**Good-bye. you fellows; play up at
St. Jim’s,”” he said. “1 must see
Krroll before I go, though {”

And Jimmy hurried out of the end
study.

He looked into No. 4, but that
study - was empty. He ran down-
stalrs, and came on Myr. Dalton in
the passage. The Fourth Form master
glanced at the telegram and looked
very grave.

“ You must go at once, Silver,*” he
satd. “ 1 will explain to the Head.
Let me know by wire or telephone if
you are not able to return to the
school to-night!”’ |

“Yes, sir; thank you,” stammered
Jimmy.

He hurried out into the quadrangle.
Mornington and Erroll were talking
together there im the sunshine, and
Jimmy spotted them. He hurried up
to Krroll.

The latter his
harassed face.

“*“Not time to start yei——"* he
began. -

“¥'m not going,” said Jimmy has-
tilv. “ P’ve had a telegram——""

** What !”

?

stared at palg,

who had evidently seen

a window, cpened the

‘“ Father ! ?? he gasped.

Erroil almost shouted the word.
“You're not going to St. Jim’'s,
Silver 77’ . :
“*No: 1 can’t—now—— ; |
Erroll turned a look, full, of black
suspicion, upon Mornington.- - He
could not help remembering Morn-
ington’s words of the evening before ;
in his mind was the irresistible sus-
picion of a trick of some kind, “Morny
did not meet his glance: He was
looking at the pigeons in the quad
with a smiling face and' whistling
softly.  His manner wis' “perfectly
cool and unconcerned., "¢ S
My father’s 1ill,” said Jimmy.
“1I'm called home—by telegram. I'm
catching the train at Latchdam Juno-
tion—on my bike.  You'll skipper
the team at St. Jim’s, Brroll #”
“Yes, yes—but S
**No time to waste. IT've told
Raby he’s to play, and Newcome will
come over with vyou. Beat St.

{39

Jim’s if you can!
“But—-"" panted Erroll,
“That’s all !” - |
Jimmy Silver said no more, but

started at a trot for the gates, where

Newcome had already wheeled his

bicvele.
¥iroll made a step after him. bnt

)

paused. He turned back to Momn-

ington, who was still watching the

plLEeons. |
“Morny e’

The dandy of the Fourth looked at
him at last. He met Erroll’s sus-

picious look with a cheery smile,

(Continued overleaf.)
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“Co the unespected
pened !’ he said, laughing.
““ Was 1t unexpected—to you
Mornington raised his eyebrows.
“What do you mean?

has

Rk

n;‘;,ﬂ
pe

able pater, could 1

“You were saying yesterday——
Irroll stammered. He had been un-
able to keep that black suspicion
from flooding his mind; but already
he was ashamed of it.

"

was only a coincidence !
“1 was sayin'—what ?"
[ [ . - . '
“1t doesn’t matier,” said Erroll.

“The—the coincidence startled me—

it’s queer enough. I-—-J—--"

“ Poor old Silver !’ said Morning-
ton. ““He looks s bit knocked over.
Let's see him off.”

He walked quickly down to the
cales, and krvoll followed him. New-

come was coning back into the quad ;

-1t was too late to see Jimmy Silver
Jimmy was on his hicvcle, and

oft.
the Fedals were flying round. With
his head bent over the handle-bars,
Jimmy bilver was racing to Latcham

Published
Every Monday

hap-

. I couldn’t
foresee the illness of Silver’s estim-

; {t was 1mpos-
sible—there could be no trick. It

T

came.”’
“Silver didn’t think so.” “
Mornington’s eyes glinted.
““Never. mind Silver,” he

“Silver’'s off the scene now. I'm
dealin’ with you, Erroll. You’'re

skipper to-day, and you can play any
man you like. Silver dropped me
from the team. 1 want you to put
me in again.’

“1 can’t,s Moray !”

“You mean vou won't?”

“No, I don’t - mean that, old
tellow,” said Erroli patiently. *You

ought to know that I don’t. If you
vere in your old form I'd jummp at
the chance of having you, we want
you badly enough. But vou know
how you lost the Classical side the
House match, and that was a trizl
matcn for this fixture. Silver had no
choice about dropping yvou. And now
we've lost Silver I couldn’t dare to
take risks with the team.”

*So that fat duffer, Raby, iz a
better cricketer than 1?7

“Not as a rule—not half so good
as a rule. But he’s better now, and

said. |

THE BOYS’ FRIEND _

“I think I should iﬁut up a good | after all! And it's my own chum

who's given me the boot.” |
“Morny, old man,” said Erroll
m;‘gembly. * ’
*Are you coming, Erroll ?”” bawled

Arthur ¥Edward Lovell f{rom the:
gates. “We're starting. You'll lose

123

the train

“1 must go. Morny!” |

“Leavin’ me behind,” said Morn-
mmgton between his teeth. “Yoaou
know I'd play you, if I were m your
place, if vou wanted me to, if it cost
us every win at cricket for the whole
season.”’

“T hope not—it wouldn't be pla-v-'

g the game. You ought not to ask

me, Morny. You -know you
oughtn’t !”’

refuse 7

“That’s enough! You
(W Sf'gs‘??
“That’s

mine ! ”
With that. Vaientine Mornington

struck full at Erroll's face., and his

vour answer! And here's

| open palm rang on the junior’s check

iyvoll staggered

like a pistolsshot. gere
and fell in

back with a startled cry,
the guad

i Price

wondered whether he was dreaming.
He had come home tortured with

fear and anxiety, to find his father

on a bed of sickness, and it was his
father who opened the door to him
obviously 1n his usual health,. '
The reaction was too much for
Jimmy.
‘He gave a choked cry and stag

gered, and would have fallen had not |

his father's arm caught him.
Mr. Siiver's face was startled and
anxious. . |
“Jimmy. what 1s the matter ?”

Jimmy tried to speak, but he could’|
were running fast |

not. 'The tears
down his face. |
His father drew him

opened from the hall.
into a chair, feeling utterly weak and
avercome. ' '

* Now, my dear boy, what is the
matter?” saird Mr. BSilver gravely.
“1 recetved wvour telegram, and was
very surprised to receive it.
have you come home, Jimmy?”

“TFather !” panted Jimmy.

“What bhas happened at Rook-

Thr&a_ Haifpence

, _ gently inio
the house and into the study that |
Jimmy sank |

Why

3/6/22

“Or sent someone?” sald his father,
Jimmy wrinkled his brows. 1t

came back into his mind that Morn-

ington had been missing after the
Form licking the previous evening.
He remembered how Erroll had been
seeking him. It had struek him
then that the reckless scapegrace of
Rookwood had goéne out of bounds.
Was 1t possible that Mornington-———

He remembered the attack on
Oswald who had Morny’s place in
the team. That was not much better
than this trick and as for an agent,
Morny could have found one egsily
enough. He had old acquaintances
at the Bird-in-Hand, at Coombe.
Had Mornington played this cruel
trick on him, in revenge for being
dropved from the {eam? |

Jimmy Silver’s eyes blazed at the
thought.

Was it possible?

Mr. Silver was watching his son’s
face attentively. Jimmy flushed a,
little under the old gentleman’s
glance. If 1t was indeed Morn-
ington whoe had descended to

Junction to (-?Jtc-h the express. The | you'd know it if you'd only be Valentine Mornington stood for a { wood? Is there some trouble at the | this business, Jimmy meant to reckon
LR PR R & ¢ > & : . : "t . . 3y = . . . .
L H“L‘@L natcyy — RQOL VW OOd ~reverys | rea-sonab]e.” moment. 1‘\'11'.}1_ a h at*eft_ll EIT[]I&! 0O1] hl-ﬂ i bChOOI ! “f-lth h jm, “;]Lh ]_.'115 Own 11313(}3_ B“t

‘““ Father. are vou well 7™

“ Ceartainly.” _

“You have not been ill

& NO- & |

Jimmy passed & hand over his
dazed brow. '

“Is Phyllis here?”” he asked.

“No: she has not been herve smce
the last holidays.™

thing had vanished now from Jimmy
Siiver’s mind—he was thinking of his
father, of the house of sickness and
danger, as he drove at. the pedals, and

i*ll}e.. dusty road and hedges flew by
5 PR '

to hint such a suspicion was umpossi-
ble without the fullest proof. And
there was no proof, only dark sur-
mise, only his knowledge of Morn-
ington’s reckless, passionate témper,
“Well, Jimmy ?”’ said Mr. Silver.
“If it was 3 Rookwood fellow,
father; if it was——+> Jimmy “stam-

lips, looking down at Jrroll, and then
strode into the School House,
Ervoll rose dazedly to his feet. He
put his hand to his cheek, and stood
still looking dazed, staring after
Mornington as the latter disappeared
into the house. Then, compressing
his lips hard, Kit Erroll hurried down
to the gates and 1oined the cricketers

“The long and short of it is that
vou won’t play me, Erroll "’ he

“*“1Lean'tl” |

Lovell and Raby and Newcome
came oubt of the School House with
Conroy and Rawson. They were
ready- to start. |

“Time, Erroll!” called out Arthur
Edward Lovell.

v23

The 3rd Chapter.

: y fe | 2§ ~t i - . . | v .S y 1 3 s
The Breaking of a Friendchip ! “T'm ready!” on their way to the station. “Then—then 1t beats me !” g.leled. But I.f h‘)pe 1(_31250?]1%}*“1';‘ ?a“' fl
*“Well 27 “Time for vou to get into the Jimmy  Silver  snatched  the | been. Dbut 1 1t was HR-9UL, -

—] don’t care so much for the
cricket match now-—now it’s all right
at home, dad. But if there’sa chance
of ‘getting to St. Jim’s——-" 1% ,

“1 am afraid not, my boy.  Your
friends must have left the school

crumpled telegram from his pocket,
and handed it to his fatber. ‘ .

He was quick to recover himselt
now. There had been a mistake—or
a deception. But his father was well.
That hurried journey of fear had been

Form-room, Morny,” said Conroy.
“The other fellows are gone in.”

Mornington did not heed.  His

- eyes were fixed on Erroll. There was

- bitter chagrin and anger in his face.

' Lovell & Co. looked at him and at

Mornington uttered that mono-
syllable in an interrogative and very
sighificant tone.

it was close on time for, morning
lessons now, excepting for the ericket-
mg party. DMost of the Rookwood

The 4th Chapter,
A Surprise for Jimmy Silver!

Jimmy Silver sank back breath-
lessly in the carriage as the express
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deep in thought.

Morny touched him on the arm.

“Yes, yes, what 1is it?” asked
Eryoll.

“Thinkin’ out the giddy problem ?°*
asked Mornington with a touch of
Sal'Casill.

Krroil smiled faintly.

“lven ericket captains don’t see
eye to eye,” he said. “Jimmy’s put
Raby into the team, and 1 should
rather have picked out Putty Grace.
But they’re much of a mwuchness, so
I shall leave it as it stands.”

“You're ericket captain now!”

“For to-day!” assented KErvoll.

“You’ve a right to choose your
own men.”’

“*Well, ves. Butl it wouldu't be
auite the thing to make much of a
caange 1n the circumstances. After
all, Jimmy’s got good judgment, and
he picked out Raby for the vacant

place. I was only thinking that
Putty 1s a Dbowler, and we want
bowlers.”

“His highness didn’t stop {o think
of that,” said Mornington satirically,
“Raby’s his chum.”

“That wasn’t his reason.” said
Frroll rather sharply. 1 shall leave
the team as Jimmy left it.”

“Well, never mind about Putty
Grace,” said Mornington. I wasn’t
wastin’ time thinkin’ of him, as a
matter of fact. But there’s a vacancy
in the eleven, and you’re not bound
to play Raby.”

“It’s Raby or Putly, and I'm going
to follow Jimmy’s judgment. I think
it’s better so.” °

“What about hittle me?”

“You!” repeated Erroll, as if to
ocain time.

“Little me!” said Morny with an
unpleasant smile. *“I'm supposed to
be a cricketer.”

Erroll looked worried. .- ’

“It’'s no good beginning on that,
Mornv. You know you're off your
form."”

“1 know nothin’ of the kind,” said

Mornmgton deliberately,

1%

“In the House match—

“Hang the House match !”

“Well, 1t’s no good arguing.,” said
Erroll. “You've Dbeen giving all
yvour time for weeks to swotting for
the Latin w»rize, and vou've -cut
cricket. You don’t want to go over
to St. Jim’s and let the side down,
Morny.”

probably guessed what the ill-assorted
chums nad been discussing. They
walked on towards the gates, Lovell
shrugging his shoulders expressively.
Lurroll turned an almost beseeching
look on his chum. -

“1 must get off now, Morny—iwe're
walking to the station, you know.
You ought to be in the Form-room.
Mr, Dalton—-""

“Hang: Mr. Dalion !’

“Well, good-bye, Mornv ™

“Hold on a minute,” said Morn-
ington, hiz eyes glittering. ‘“There’s
still time, Erroll. I was determined
to play 1n the St. Jim’s match, in
spite of Jimpiy Silver. You know
how 1 dealt with Oswald? Well, [
failed m that. But I expected you
to play me when you had to take
Jimmy Silver’s place as skipper.”

“You -~ expected ——"" muttered
Erroll with a startled look.

“Yes.”

“But you couldn’t have knowi~—
vou couldn’t have {foreseen—--’

That black mto
Hrroll’s mind.

*“*Never mind that!” interrupted
Mornington. “You’ve got the
chance now to do me justice-—your
pal! Will you play me in the St
Jim’s match? There’s still time!”
o 17 g i

“Then what I've done .I’'ve done
for nothin’!” said Mornington be-
tween nis teeth.

‘““What have you done ?”

““Nothin’ that 1 choose to explain
to you, Kit Erroll.” |

“Mornington !’

Mr. Dalton appeared in the School
House doorway. ‘“You are late for
classes. Come, come, my boy!”

The Fourth Form master turned
back mto the house, suppeosing that
Mornington was lingering over his
good-bye to bhis chum, hittle dream-
ing of the rage and bitterness that
ran riob m Mornington’s breast at
that moment.

“Cut off, Morny !’ muttered Erroll.

Oswald passed on his way to the
gates with Van Ryn, giving Morny
a rather grim look as he passed.
Erroll made a movement to follow
then. .

“So that’'s the end!” said Morn-
ington, almost choking. ‘“Al tox
nothin’! I'm left out of the team

SUSpICIOn  came
“Morny !”’

He had caught the train with some
minutes te spare, and left his bike at

the station. TFor some *ime ‘he sat
breathing hard, while the express

rattled and thumped on its rapid
way. |

The journey was a long one, and it
seerned to lengthen out before the
anxious schoolboy.

A dozeu times at least he rvead and
re-read the telegram, and everv time
its signilicance seemed tc grow more

terrible, more - fatal. Unless his
father’s state was very serious, he

would not have been called away from
school suddenly like this without any
previous warning. |

And the illness must have been very
sudden. The last letter from home,
only a few dayvs before. had con-
tained nQ mention of it. The {fortur-
mg thought came into his mind that
1t was more than sericus—that per-
baps he would even be tco late. le
tried to drive the thought away, but
it recurred, and would recur.

He changed {ramms twice, almost
hke a fellow in a dream. It seemed
to him tha: ages had elapsed before
he stepped out ai lust at Denewood,
the station for the Priovy.

He hurried out of the station, and
looked round for a conveyance, not
doubting that the car would have
been sent tor him. But there was no
sign of a vehicle waiting.

It was a surprise. Ile knew that
his reply telegram must have been
received. There was no vehicle avail-
able but the old hack that stood by
the Red Cow, and Jimmy, without
stopping  to think th= matter out,
jumped into it, and urged the driver
to get on speed. But it was a slow
journey over the mile ot country lane
to the Priory.

His home at last !

Jimmy jumped out of the hack,
raced up the drive., and reached the
door, which opened as he reached it.

It was opened by a grave-looking

gentleman, who had evidently seen

Jimmy's breathiess arrival from a
window, and had come out to open
the door to him.

At the sight of hun Junmy gave a
suffocated cry.

“Father/!”

“tJdimmy, my boy !

For a second or two Jimmy Silver

Mr. Silver read the telegram with
the greatest astonishment, and a
deep frown came over his brow.

“You received this at Rookwood ?”’
he asked.

** Yes.

3

And I came—~—-

A wicked, foolish trick !V said
Mr. Silver. *“It was not sent by
Phyllis. It was not sent from here.

My dear boy, vyou must have heen
startled when T opened the door to

vou.”  Mr. Silver understood now,
and  his  face became soft for a
moment, “My dear boy, 1 have
vever been better in my life. This

T'I!'

15 some silly praclical joke
Jimmy clenched his hands, almost
convulsively. '
"1 want to get hold of that prac-
tical joker, then!” he said between
his teeth.

His father examined the telegram.

“Handed in at Denewood this
moining,” he said. “1It was sent

trom the local post-office here by
someone who knows our affairs, or he

could not have used the name of
Phylhis. T shall give information re-

garding this at the post-office, Jimmy,
and the matter will be inquired into,
and the scoundrel found and punished,
whoever he is. But what can have
been the object of such a trick 1 can-
not imagme. And to-day, I think.
was the cricket match you have told

me so much about at St Jim’s. You
are missing 1t.”’ |
1 wasn't likely to think much

about a cricket match, dad. when I—I
thought———""  Jimmy stopped, with
a catch in his voice. “Thank good-
ness you're all right, and it's only a
trick ! But his father’'s words had
brought the St. Jim's mateh back to
Jimmy’s mind, and he rose to his
teet. *‘I—I wonder if there’s time
tO~——e ' -

Mr. Silver looked very thoughtful.

“This wretched trick has kept you
away from the match, Jimmyv?”

* Yes,; father.” ; |
“That might be the motive, vet
how could anyone at Rookwood c¢on-
trive to have a telegram sent from
this place, so many miles from the
school 77 ' i

Jimmy started.

“My hat! But it's impossible,
father. Nobody from Rookwood

could have come over here so early.”

““Soon after I did.”

“T'hen they must have reached St.
Jim’s before you reached home,
Jimmy, as it is nearer to the school.
You could not get there before the
afternoon.” : |

Jimmy drew a deep breath. Iie
had had a heavy blow. but he mus-
tered up his fortitude to stand it. Tt
was n# use crying over spilt milk.
‘The game must have started at St.
Jim’s already.

“Can’t be helped, dad.” said
Jimmy, with a faint smile. 1 hope
they’ll pull it off without me. It’s a
good team, and Erroll's a good
skipper.”’ ' '
- Junmy’s hearl was- heavy, but he:
siitled.  After all, his father was well.
He was let off with the fricht, so to
speak, and that was a consolation for
evervthing. | |

But as he sat at a late luneh {hat
day at his home Jimmy’'s thoughts
were with the Rookwood cricketers
at St. Jim’s, and never had he found
it so difficult to live up to his own
maxim, and “keep smiling.”

The 5th Chapter.
Under Suspicion!

Valentine Mornington sauntered in
the quadrangle at Rookwood, with
his hands in his pockets, whistling °
softly under his breath.

Lessons had long been over. -1t
was a half-holiday, and the Rook-
wooders had dispersed in wvarious
directions. Some of the fellows had
taken train to St. Jim’s to see the
finish of the cricket match. Morn-
mgton was not one of them.

Mornington thought he knew the
result of that match in advance,
Rookwood had lost their best bowler, -
as well as himself, and Kit Erroll
was not likely to be at the top of
his form that dav. Mornington’s
lip curled with cynical bitterness at
that thought. There was no remorse,
no relenting, 1n his hard heart.”
Remorse, repentance would come,
perhaps. There was good in Morn-
mgton as well as evil—more good
than evil—but so long as he was
under the sway of his present mood

(Continued on page 564.)
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unfolded beiore his startled eyes, the
oid sailor saw once again the truth
of the ancient adage that even the
most carcfully-planned practical joke
will sometimes go awry, and plunge
both the originator and the wvictim
into disaster.

The very mention of the whip-ray,
that scourge of the deep, more fero-
cious than the shark, more devilish
than the cuttle-fish, sent a shiver of
apprehension down .oe’s spine. In
the cold, ciear hght of the moon,
hathing the gently heaving surface
with myriad dancing silver points, he
inade out the black torm of Pieface
alternately diving and swimming to

avolid the long, straight rushes of the

s€a monsier.

(rrantley was already in the water,
cleaving the oily swell as straight as
an arrow {rom a bow, the open clasp-
knife gripped between his teeth.
Lawless, in the shadow of the deck-
house, was fast stripping himself of
all encumbrances. 'Ten seconds later
he, too, had cleared the deck-rail, and
was swimming strongly away from
his friend so as to approach the whip-
ray from behind.

“Liook cut for its tail !’ he shouted,
when within thirty yards of Pieface.
“PDon’t lese your head. Dive when-
ever it makes for you!”

From the vacht’s side a thunderous
report echoed, as Joe, taking swift
aim, fired a couple of shots from sa
long-barrelled pistol. They went true
to their mark, and striking home In
the white side of the fish, dved the
surrounding water with blood. The
effect on the whip-ray was electrical.
Tts snout rose a couple of feet clear
of the water. It went down, giving
a momentary glimpse of a long sword-
like tail, the point of which rested
on the surface. Then it shot back-
wairds, the slender blade missing Pie-
face only by inches.

Joe knew as well as Grantley and
Tawless that one prick from the
needle-point of that tail meant a swiit
and agounising end. There 1s no

poison in the sea or out of 1t guite

so deadlv and rapid in its action as
that thrown out by the whip-ray
when it strikes i1ts prey. |

The three-handed contest now took
a really dangerous turn.  Lawless
had come up beside the nigger, and
shouldering his way between him and
the ray, struck fiercely home with
hist long knife.
steel sank to the hilt and was drawn
out reeking. But the wounds seemed
to have little effect on the monster,
who turned in a mnarrow  circle and
came nose on towards its aaversary.
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Nervousness deprives you of employment, pleasures, and {
If you wigh to prosper and enjoy |
and regain confidence in your- §
thening Treats |

many advantages in life.
life, strengthen your nerves,
self by using the Mento-Nerve Streng

ment. Guaranteed Cure in 12 days.

D.CM.’s

Crosstalk, FParodies,
Diaglogues, Comic Sketches.

PATTER,

2 ED STAMPS, 64.,includ. Paraguay, Cameroons,
vl Slovakia (Fortress), Trinidad, Tobago. | v
7d.: 10 Nyassa, Pict., 94.; 1,000 Hinges, } f;
98, Bushey Hill Road, Camberwell, Eng. |

Jagua, Hong Kong,
25 French Col.,
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Pen CO.,

Nibbed Fleet Fountain Pen,
RBroad Nib). If only 1 coupon

od. being allowed for each extra coupon up to

Lo |

famous Fleef Pen to the BoYs’
tion guaranteed or c¢ash returned.

At each blow the

for
§ 400A Mead " Marvel "—the §
§ finest cycle ever offered on §
S, G-, 8 suchexceptionallyeasy terms. f
S o8y Brilliantly plated richiy ensg
g amelled, lined in two colours, f}

§ Sent packed free, carrings i

Published
Zvervy Monday

~and succeeded m tipping the

EI5 DAYE FRER TRIZL.

v Fully swarranted.
W delivery. Money refunded if &

{ dissatisfied, Old machines§
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The mancecuvre, however, gave
Tremorne the chance to pump in a
couple more shots, and though theyv
missed (Frantiey by barely a yard,
they reached their mark, one of them
completeiy shattering the ray’s right
eye.

Grantley saw the advantage, and
called to Lawless to approach him.

“RKeep on its right all the time,
and look out for that tail!” he said.

L.awless engaged a second time,
sott
body trom the throat to the snout.
In withdrawing his knife, however,
the fish made a snap at his arm,
missed his wrist, buu closed upon the
blade. . Though the loss of the
weapon was a severe blow to the
legionary, it served a good punpose,
for the snap of the jaws so com-
pletely transfixed the clasp-knife that
the monster’s mouth was held half-
open. ;

“We shall win yet!” cried Grant-
ley. But before the words had been
spoken the brute rolled in a red-
flecked froth, and. striking back-
wards, the sword tail rasped along
the side of his singlet. By a miracle
1t missed his flesh. ;

A rifle had now been brought up,
and as the combatants bhad drawn
closer 1n, Joe was able to take aim
with more certainty. One after
another he discharged every chamber
~f the magazine. Six of the seven
shots were effective, and, with his
head blown to pulp the whip-ray was
now at a great disadvantage. It still
continued the fight. however, follow-
ing its foes by the shight noise made
as they swam in difterent directions.

Once it was within a yard of
Grantley, but he dived, and coming
up directly wunderneath, drove his
long knife well into the belly. The
terrible wound. aimost a yard 1in
length. was not sufficient to close the
contest, and for a third time the
deadly tail came into action. Like
a flash of light 1t streamed towards
Lawless, but just as quickly the long
boat. fully manned. and dashing for-
vard under the impetus of five pairs
of arms, came alongside and received
the thrust. The needle-like point
sank home in the straking, and the
whip-ray. momentarily held, was at
their merey. A skilful throw from a
heaving-line made it fast. Enmesghed
in turn after turn the monster could
only struggle feebly, while willing

hands were outstreteched to help Law-

less, Grantley, and Pietace inboard.
“We've got 1t ! shouted Grantley,
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standing up and waving his
““Shall we bring it in?”
“Bet your’ life 1 want to see 1!

arua.

. Joe sang out, setfing down his gun.

—it’s the most delightful surprise you could possibl
[ good for their health, too—so pure and wholesome.

1 Sold loose by weight or in 4-1b. decorated
1., 1/6 and 2/9 | tins.

3  If unobtainable in your district, kindly send
postcard giving the nameof yourconfectioners

E.SHARP & SONS, LTD., Maidstone.

Then, under his breath, ‘*And I’ll
keep that tail as a reminder not to
play practical jokes again.”

I'here was great excitement aboard
as the boat, with 1is {remendous
burden, was slowly raised. and the

Wellin davits were swung 1.
Later, when the fish was quite
dead, tackle was rigged, and the
cumbersome brute was weighed. It
turned the scale at just over
half a ton. The * whip,”” which

Joe cut off, was a fearsome object
despite 1its relatively small size,
being only about nine inches long,
but with small teeth or barbs along
each edge.

“Doan tnink 1 hikeum your deck-
rall stunt,” muttered Pie, as he
wiped the water out of his eyes.

**No,” agreed Joe penitently.
‘““ And. all things considered, 1 don’t
think very much of it, either. How-
ever, perhaps 1it’s taught us all a
lesson, and there we’ll let the matter

|« ALL ON HIS OWN!”
By DUNCAN STORM,

|| Is the Title of the Grand
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this latesti and greatest
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Price
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Every
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end. Now get you off to your galley,
my lad. After youa’re dressed we’ll
celebrate m right royal style!”

Certainly, after this day of excite-
ment, there was no further slackness
aboard the Enchanfress. Not a day
passed but the boys kept themselves
in perfeet trim, either by physical
exercises or by courses of seamanship
under Joe’s instruction.

A week before reaching Colombo
Joe called a council of war, and out-
lined a plan which, for some while,
had been forming in his astute brain.

He said:

“Tt’s more'n likely when we get to
Ceylon we shall ind our ruse has
worked, and that, as a result of the
faked cable sent from Cape Town,
the Audacious will have steamed west
for South America. News travels,

e J
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POLRUAN’S QUEST! .
By MAURICE EVERARD,

(Continued jrom page 557.)
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however, just as strangely by sea as
by land, and, seeing that wireless and
telegraphy can beat us at every turn,
Bastwick miay get on our trail much
sooner than we anticipate. What |
propose to do, thereiore, is to repaint
the yachi and alter her appearance
generally at the first @ possible
moment. Between now and touching
Colombo. I want you boys to work
out & few ideas.’’

I'nis gave them all something to
think about, and at Dick’s suggestion
it was rescived to dispense with the
superstrocture whicn had earried the
aeroplane in the Sargasso, to erect
temporary deck-houses of lath and
canvas suitably painted, and to add a
second funnel.

Accordingly, when Colombo was
reached, and they learned the good
news that the Audacious, under Bast-
wick’s orders, had left nearly three
weeks before, paint brushes, wood,
and canvas were bought., and taken
secretly to the ship. She cleared
from Colombo, ostensibly for
mantle, but instead of heading south
for the equator, she steamed due east
for the Nicobar Istands. Under the
lee of one of the numerous coral
atolls she lay up a whole fortnight,
and in that time such a transforma-
tion was wrought that no one would
have recognised the Enchantress
which had leit Colombo ten days
before.

As soon as the work was finished
Joe summoned Lawless and Grantley
to his cabin, where the three chums
were already gathered, and told them
of his intentions. |

“You’ve proved your mettle, and

have served us well,” he said. “I’'ve
talked the matter over with my
owners—these young  gentlemen

here ”’—indicating the two Polruans
—“and they are willing to change
their plans, which included a round-
the-world tour, and to take yon right
through the China Sea to Tonquin.
At the first big port we touch you’ll
be able to learn the whereabouts of
the Foreign Legion, and wherever 1t
may be we’ll land you there.”

Grantley and Lawless were profuse
in their thanks over this unexpected
good fortune, for. above all, they
were soldiers to the backbone, and
the wish nearest their hearts was to
be in the thick of the fighting, which
they knew was taking place 1n
Annam. On the last day of the
month the -stark head of Cape
Romania was passed on the star-
board quarter, and the vacht
ploughed steadily forward, nosing her
way north into the terrible China
Sea.

(Another long instalment of this
magnificent story will appear in nex!
Monday’s Boys’ I'rRigxD. A photo of

Jrm Higgins will also be grven!)
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LEFT BEHIND!
By OWEN CONQUEST.

= (Canttnﬂgd trom page 260,) |
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of reckless bitterness there was no
repentance. . : -

[ was in the summer dusk that the
cricketers arrived from St. Jim’s.
and Mornington watched them come
®* They did not look like a V¢~
torious team. Kit Iirroll glanced at
his whuom chum, and flushed, but
walked on toc the School House with-
out speaking. He had not forgotten
Neither had

it

¥
1

W

T

Morny forgotten it. __

“How did 1t go? asked Morning-
ton, addressing  the cricketers
aenerally.

Arthu: Edward Lovell grunted.

“St. Jim’s won by thirty runs, i |
you want to know.”

“Dear me!” smiled Mornington.
“What a2 pity you left out your best
man?’’

*“Couldn’t help leaving out Jimmy,
as he had to go home.” ,

“1 wasn’t thinkin’ of the estimable
Silver, dear boy 7 ’

““No,” said Lovell, with a snort.
“You were thinking of your estim-
able self and of the duck’s eggs and
muffed catches you might have put vy
.’ SRR e (]

And Lovell snorted agaim’ con-
temptuously, and tramped on. Valen.
tine Morningtén shrugged his shm
shoulders, and smiled |

It was a little later that:' Jimmy
Silver arrived in the end study.

“We ” began ij.ovell.

“1 know,” said Jimmy, with "
nod.. “1I”7heard it from Tubby
Muffin as I came in. Hard luck!”

“Your father?” asked Lovell.

“ All serene. He hasn’t been ill,”
said Jimmy quietly. ‘“The telegram
was a trick to keep me away from
the cricket mateh.”

“Great Scott!”’ ejaculated Lovell.
“Then who—what——->"

“PBut it came from your home,™
muttered Raby. “Why should any-
body there——’° | |

“Tt came from the post-office at
home,” said Jimmy. “ But it was a
put-up job by somebody who wanted *
to keep me away from the match.
Scmebody at Rookwood V—Jimmy’s
jaw .set grimly — “somebody 1'm
going to find and reckon with.” o,

There was a silence in "the end
study. But one name was in the
minds of the chums of the Fourth,
one name, and that name was Valen- |
tine Mornington !

THE €ND.

(Tlere will be another splendid
story of Jimmy Sitver & Co. in nex?
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