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- blessed—or the reverse—w 1th a com-

George

~that,” argued Lovell.

old Raby’s
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‘THE

ANOTHER GREAT STOR}‘ OF THE FAMOUS FISTICAL FOUR OF ROOKWOOD

The 1st Chapter.
Viorny Means Woll.

“This won’'t do!” said Jimmy
Siiver.

“It won't !” said Newcome.

Arthur Edward Lovell nodded
assent. He agreed that it wouldn’t

do without demur, which was rather a
concession for Arthur Edward Lovell
to -make. -

It was sometimes suspected, 1in the
end study at Rookwood, that Lovell
would wait for a fellow to express an
opinion, in order to follow it up xnth
a contrary one.

Undoubtedly Arthur Edward was a
little given to argument, and he was

plete amd unwavering £a1th in his own
judgment. |
But on the present occasion Arthur
Jidward Was in accortd with his com-
rades, and ho expressed the “fullest
nwreement with Jimmy Silver and
wa. come that it wouldn’t do.
“It ** was a rather serious matter.

The Classical Fourth had come cut
of their form-room after lessons; and
Jimmy, Newcome, and Lovell had
made a move towards their old chum
Raby, . now unhappily
estranged. - Raby,” without = even
&.eeming fo see them, had walked out

into the qnadrar gle cm nis  lonely
own,

A’ good many of the Fourth ha,d‘

observed that incident, and remarked
on it in- their own n'ays " Tubby
Muftin gave a fat chuckle; Peele and
(xower grinned f*arcastacally . Erroll
looked concerned. But Jimm Stlver
& : Co. did not heed the .
Formers.” - They were not worrying
about w hat the Fourth thought. They
had enocugh to worry about in the dis-
union of the end stud y—the rift in the
lute which had sep amted the hitherto
inseparable “Fistical IFour.”

‘It won't do!” repeated Jimmy
Silver. *““We've gnt to Hl&kﬁ 1t up
with Raby somehow.”

“The mlly owl oughtn’t to be keep-
ing- his back "up like that,” smd
Lovell. “We've told him we're
SQL‘I‘?.” RV | . | |

“Yes; but——"

‘“A fellow can't say more than
“We've even
admitted that we were 1n the wrong.
Not that we were so joliy much in the
wrong, either. It looked bad,
we——"" o
‘“And we made a fatheaded mis-
lake,” said Jimmy Silver quietly.
“We plaved the goat, and hurt poor

feehings. He’s not got

¢ QOh, blow his feelings!” said
Lovell. ¢ Fellow shouldn't have a lot
of feelings in the Rookweod Fourth.
Suppose we give him plenty of rope,
and leave hlIIl {o come round when
he chooses.’

“Cheese it, old chap!” said Jimmy
Silver.  ““If you’d had a bit more
tact, Lovell, we shouldn’t have rowed
with Raby at all, if you’d given him
time to explain. It’s time for you to
lie low, old fellow.”

““ Hear, ‘hear!”
heartily.

Snort, from Lovell.

over. 7

saird Newcome

i W'e ve got to manage Raby some-

“He's got
getting over

how,” said Jimmy ‘\11 rer,
cause to feel sore; no
that. Hallo, Morn ;5**

Mornington strolled up

plexed trio with a smlle on his face.
Lovell looked grim.. He did not want
anybody butting ' into the private
concerns and dlapums of the end
study.

Bul‘- Mornington did heed
Lovell’s grim look.

“I want vou chaps {o come to tea
in my ‘study,” he said cheerily.

not

ourth "

and

to the per-

Are you

A4 It’s time 1t ended.

“Frroll and I are standin' a liltle
spread,”

“Thanks, old seou’c ” said Jimmy
Stlu‘:l “but——m—

4 Oh do come!” said Mormngton
“I'm d.skm another fellow vou'd like
to meet.’

“The fact 13, I'm a bit bothered
just now,” said Jimmy frankly. *1
was trying to think out some way of
getting old Raby to come to tea in
the end study. Hes having tea in
Hall now, you know, except when
some fellow asks him.”

“Ixee» im’ his silly
know,’ grunted Lovell
up all this time !”

Mornington smiled, '

“The fact 13 'Raby’s the other chap
who's comin’ to tea ” he explained.

“Krroll’s asked hm.”
“Oh!” exclaimed Lovell.
Jimmy Silver smiled, and Newcome

laughod The three juniors under-—

stood now.

““You're a good chap, Morny;
Jimmy. “Nothmg like getting chatty
rmmd a spread to mdke tr&ublea blow
Qver.

“Just what T thoug‘ht » said Morn-
ington. ‘“It was my little idea; and
Erroll thought it a good one. = Ho
we' ve been blt)wm huge sums 1n
tuck ; and if Raby’s heart isn’t soft-
ened by o big (,ake and three kinds of
jam, not to mention tar*s—-—we[l =

“We'll come with pleasure.’

- “Yes, rather!” said Newcome.
*“ Half-past ﬁva, then 1 said Morn-

mgtion. t
** Right-ho !”

v alemme Mornington strolled awa
and rejoined Erroll JIIHIHV Silver’s
face was brighter now. '
- ““Morny’s a good fellow,” he said.
“1 dare say it will work all rlrrhi;.
Raby can’t keep 1t up when we're all
at tea together., He's bound to speak,
anyhow, if a fellow asks him to pass
the cake.”

“Well, we’ll try 1t on,” said Lovell,
with an air of a fellow mal\mfv a con-
cesston. “We'll give him a chance,”

“Mr. Dalton’s moticed that there’s
something up,” said Jimmy Silver.
I hope Momy .
stunt will bo a success. -We've all got
to be very civil to old Raby, and get
him to come back to the end study.”

Arthur Edward Lovell grunted, but
he acquiesced. And before half-past
five the three guests presenterl them-
selves in Mornington's study, with
their best manners on, so to 5peal~..

Study No. 4 1 the Fourth pre-
sented a festive appearance. Quite a
handsome spread was on the. table,
and a kettle sang cheerily on the fire.
Morny and Erroll gre uted the trio
cheerily, and the five juniors waited
for the arrival of Raby, ‘he sixth
member of the tea-party.

Promptly at five thirty fooiutei}s
approached the door of Study No. 4.

‘“ Here’s Raby!” said Erroll,

The door opened

reorge Raby stepped in.

He stopped in the doorway al the
stight of Jimmy Silver & Co., and Lhe
cheery expression faded from hais
plum face.

“Trot in, old top !” said Erroll.

back up, you
“ Keeping it

" said

“Tea’s raady, old bean,” said
Mornington, with great heat Linesa,
“Give Raby a chair, Silver.’

““Here: vou are, Raby!’ smiled
Jimmy Silver.

Rdby did not move or speak. He
stood “staring 'into the 'study, and

there was an uncomfortable mornent.

Then he stepped back into the pas-
sage.

“Sorry I can’t stay to tea, Morny,”
he smd polltely “Phanks
came.’ 3 '

The door cloqed

“Oh!” murmured Morninglon.
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Mr. Dalton and Valentine Morm'néton try to
restore friendship between George Raby and

the rest of the Co.
tactless Lovell!

They fail owing to the

e i e

George Raby’s footsteps retmated
down the passage. Jlmmy Silver &
‘Co. looked at one another. Thelr
feelings were too deep for words.

Morny and Firroll’'s benevolent
little lot had failed. That was clear.
(Jeorge Raby, his back still emphatic-
ally up, had refused to sit at the same
labln with his old chums.- And tea in
Study No. 4 was not the happy feast
of rpconml:a,tmn that Jimmy Silver
had hopefully anticipated.

LOVELL THE PEA"‘EMAKER

the intention of putting an end to the trouble.
you want is a

a baby !’ he said. ‘‘ What
going to

§ 277 roared Lovall jumiping

. Tho 2nd Chapter.
Loveill the Peacemaker!

“Leave 1t to me !”’

Arthur Edward Lovell made that
suggestion, or rather, 1ssued that
command.

The three chums of the Classical
Fourth were 1n the end study, after

prep. -
Raby had not come to the study.

The end study was Raby’s qtudv
It had been shared by the F istical
Four. But at the tine of that un-
happy misapprehension, when Raby's
chums had found him gulty of funk
on' what had turned out to be decep-
tive appearances, they had testiﬁed A
desire to be relieved 0t' Raby’s com-
pany. Raby had taken fhem at their

word, and retired from the study,

and-not all the blandishments of his
repentant chums could tempt him

%baLL

What Rab felt personally about
this eatrangement his old friends had

no means of guessing. But the three

certainly felt it keenly enough,
though in -different ways. Jimmy
%llvm was distressed, Arthur New-

come was also distressed, but a little

impatient. - Arthur Edward lLovell
was undoubtedly distressed, but his
impatience outweighed his distress to
a very considerable extent.

BOYS’ F'R!END

i)

tegee ) TPImm }---

A

give it me ? 7’ inquired Raby.
at his estranged chum and vanking
him out in front of the desk i

"__LB&VG it to me I”” repeated Lomll._

“The fellow’s an ass! He's

Oswald’s study now, doing his prep
He won’t do it here Look here,
I’'m jolly well going to deal with

Raby !”
| “Don’t make matters worse, old
. chap!” advised Newcome.

“Rot! 1It's time Raby stopped
playing the goat,” insisted Lovell.
“I'm gomng to talk to him plainly.”

“For goodness’ sake, Lovell, don’t
play the goat ” said Jimmy “You've

| caused most of the trouble already
i with your fatheadedness.”

24 Rubbwh e .
“ Lovell, you ass—"

“Leaveo 1t to me!”
Arthur Edward Lovell rose Imm

' the table, and quitted the end study,

with an air of determination Jimmy
Silver and Newcome exchanged a
hopeless look., They had no faith

whatever in the dlplﬂmatw powers of

their chum Lovell., Still, Lovell had
faith enough for three. p

Arthur Edward = explored the
Fourth-Form passage from end to
end without finding Rabv. Then he
went downstairs,

Raby had s prep to do, and as
he was not in any of the studies,
Lovell looked for him in the Fourth
Form-room, the next likely place.
There he found the Missing junior,

Raby was at his desk in the Form-
room, at work. He had not fimished
his prep vet.

There was no fire in the Form-
room in the evening, and the room
was cold enough. Lovell grunted
with annoyance as he observed it.

There was the well-warmed end study,

with a cheerful fire, where Raby

0

in his masterly way Lovell
had coma after Raby with

““ You’re sulking like
good hiding !”’ ‘' Who’'s
‘! You couidn’t !’ ¢ Couldn’t

might have been doing his w ork had
he chmen Lovell knew that the
junior’s feet must be cold as he sat
at his desk in the chilly me -rooIn,
and his concern for Raby’s comiort,
somehow, made him more angry with
Raby.

“ Look here, you silly ass!” was
Lovell’s tactful greeting.

Raby glanced up for a moment,
and thbll looked down at his books
again, without answering,  Lovell

came up to his desk.

“T.ook here, Raby!”

No answer.

“Can’t you speak to a fellow?”
roared Lovell.

Raby looked up then.

i I‘m busy,” he said briefly.

“You ought to have ﬁmshed by
this time.”

“Well, I haven’t.”

“Rowing with Flynn, as well as
with your  old chums?”  snorted
Lovell, “You seem to be fond of
rowing,”’

Rabv made no answer to that.

“Look here, you silly owl. How
long are you going to keep in the
sulks 77’ demanded Lovell.

Stlence.

“You're making yourself a ridicu-
lous ass!” went on Lovell, appar-
ently under the impression that this
was the way to bring Raby round

Price
- Twopencs

end study.

‘I’'m fed up with your silly rot.

i ing hard,

 on nhis feet half a dozen

| rcom doorway.

up
There were wrathful exvlm.mtmm ot
' the doorway, as two juniors drove .
i recklessiy through the crowd and ran
{ into the Yorm-room.
| Siiver
| They were in too great a hurry to be

_ regpect@m of persons just then, gt

10/;20

and restore the lost harmony of tha
“ Sulking hke a babv
Rabv looked up.
“ Are you hound to come here {o
wag your chin, Lovell ?” he asked.
*What?”
“Can’t you wag it in the Commans

r!!

room ‘

“ Eh?”

“Or in the study?”

“You cheeky rotter!” roared
Lovell. “I've a jolly good mind to

mop you away from that desk and
wipe up the floor with you!”

Raby shrugged his shoulders.

o Do yvou hear me ?” roared Lovell,
greatly incensed by that shrug of the
Shl’)lll(f;l"s, which only too clearly
implied disdain.

“I should think you could be heard

’ ’?

over 1n Manders’ House,” answercd
Raby coolly. “I dare say they'’ll
thmk a bull has got loose in the
school.”

“Why, you—-——-youﬂ--—-” Lovell stut-
tored with wrath. “ Look here, Raby,

“I've been fed up with yours for

a long time,” remarked Raby.
v Oh you hav e, have you ?7” snapped
Lovell. d: It would serve you jolly

well right to give you a jelly good
hiding. ‘That’s what you want.”

" But who's going to ‘do it?” in-
quired Raby, with an air of polite
intorest. “ You couldn’t!”

- “Couldn’t I?” roared Lm'ell..

“ Not 1in your lifetime.”

Lovell gasped.

“I'll jolly well show you!”

Arthur Edward Lovell had come to

the Form-room after Raby, with the .

intention of putting the trouble to an
end, in his masterly way. . This,

- seemingly, was now he was going to

do 1t. He made a ferocious jump at

his estranged chum, grabbed him by -

the collar, and fairly yanked him out
in front of the desks.

“ Now, you cheeky cad 1" he gasped

“ J—yarocooh !”’

Raby whirled round in Lovell’s
grasp rather breathlessly, and then he
hit out. Lovell" {aught the punch

' with his chin, and staggered away,
L and went with a crash to ’t}m ﬁom Of
the Form-rcom.

Raby leanecd against a desk, breath-
and staring down at the
BDrAW lmg Fo*rrth Former.

There was a shout in -the passage.

£ The“m going 1t—Lovell
Raby! This way!” |
P{*fme Arthur Edward Lovell was
‘ mim ested
faces wera looking in at tho IMorm-
Loovell staggered up,
and rubbed his chm a,mi ngrfwl
Raby.

“(Come on, vou 101*0“* ? ho gasped.

He rushed forward, and RHL‘;J put
his hands promptly enough.

and Newcome did not heed.

“Stop it 1’ roared Jimmy St lver.

R C'hm*h it 1’ velled- Newcome.

Lovell and Fa‘)y showed no sign
whatever of stopping it or chucking
it. They were hammering auay
furiously.

But Jimmy Silver and Newcome
did not waste time in words. They

rushed at the fwo belhigerents and -

seized them, and dragg sed them apart
by main force. Jiminy granapﬁd Lovell
arnd whirled him away, and Newcome

collared Raby and rushed him back

towards the desks. x

““Now, vou silly asses——"’
Jimmy Silver.

“Let got” roarad Lovell.

He struggied with the caplain of
the Kourth.

“Let him go,”
“What are you
dummy for? He's asking
licking. Let him have 1t.”

““ You hear that?” spluttered Lovell.

gasped

holding the silly
for a

“let go, Jimmy Sllwr or I'll joliv .

well punch you!”

“ Keep that other silly idiot back,
Newmme ? said Jimmy. “Ceme on,
Lovell.”

“71 tell you Oh, my hat?”

Jimmy Silver fairly uhnled Lovell
out of the Form-room. The j
in the doorway parted to let them
pass, and closed up In the doorway
again, laughing loud and long. The
domestic troubles of the end study
seemed, somehow, to afford entertain-

ment for
Fourth.

B

The 3rd Chanter.
Pecle Does ot Pros pal'.

“Raby, you silly ass———"
“Nowcome, you silly f&ihe&dw—-’f
*Look here——" . |

“Oh, go and ecat coko’”
Arth_ur Newcome breathed hard.

In the tussle to keep Raby away from

TL.ovell Newcome had had an elbow

See 77

and . -

But Jmmy

said Raby coolly.

juniors

the rest of the C(lassical
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jammed into his ribs hard! Doubt- |
- admiringly.
"So for the moment |
Newcome’s temper was not at its best. |

less it was accidental; nevertheless it
was painful.

“T've a jolly good mind * began
Newcome, forgetting temporarily that
he had rushed to the scene with
Jimmy Silver to pour oil on. the
troubled waters.

“You haven’t,” said Raby ooolly.
“T don’t believe you’ve got a mind at
all. No brains, anyhow.”

“You cheeky rotter!” exclaimed
Newcome. “1 dare say Lovell was

quite right to punch your cheeky

head. Sorry 1 stopped him, now.”

“ Well, you can begin, if you like.”

“1 jolly well will1”

Jimmy Silver had succeeded iIn
getting Lovell along the passage. He
was urging his chum to depart when
he was interrupted by a delighted yell
from Tubby Muffin.

“71 say, Jimmy, they're going it!”

¢“Ha, ha, ha!”

Jimmy spun round. . |

“Eh! Who are?” _

“Raby and Newcome!” .

“Oh, my hat!”’ gasped the unfor-
tunate Uncle James of Rookwood.
He rushed back to the Form-room.

“Look out, you kids! = “Uncle's
coming !’ shouted Peele.
was a roar of .laughter
JUNIOrS. - - -

“Stop . that!” shriecked Jimmy
Silver, rushing into the Form-room,
where Raby and Newcome
scrapping away at a great rate. Uncle
James had barely succeeded 1n getting
[ovell off the scene when he was called
back to deal with Newecome.  He
dealt with him unceremoniously.
rrasped the back of Newcome’s collar
with both hands,
him backwards.

“Grooooogh !V’ gasped Newcome.

“You silly -ass!” roared Jimmy.
“You're as bad as Lovell ! A

“Ugh! Gug! You're chok-chok-
choking me!” spluttered Newcome,

from the

wriggling wildly in the grasp of Uncle

James. -

‘“Ha, ha, ha!”

“Gug-gug-ug t”’

Jimmy Silver, without relaxing his
grasp, whirled the hapless Newcome
to the door, and spun him out of the
Form-room.
Pubby Muffin.. Tubby was

Ing

doubled up in an excess of merriment,

“and he had no time to escape. New-
come crashed into him, and Tubby
went sprawling, with Newcome rolling
over him. 'There was a fearful yell
from Tubby Muffin, and a roar of
laughter from the thickemng crowd
of juniors 1in the passage. |
Jimmy turned back breathlessly
into the Form-room. He was quite

angry now—with his chums and with

Raby. George Raby looked at him
with a defiant grim.

“You—you—-" gasped Jimmy. .
. “Give us a rest!”’ suggested Raby.

“Vou talk too much, Jimmy Silver.
What are you chipping i for?”

Jimmy e¢lenched his hands hard.
The juniors looked on with delighted
anticipation, fully expecting a fight,
after all. But Uncle James of Rook-
wood restrained his wrath,
“J—I won’t pitch
Raby——"" he gasped. .
“Oh, do!”’ said Raby.
- “You’'re a sulky ass—-"

“ And you’re a checky rotter

Jimmy Silver choked back his
wrath, and turned away. A taunting
laugh from Rabv followed him; and
it almost made Jimmy turn back and
¢ush. upoen his old chum with his
hands up. But he controlled his
temper and hurried out of the Form-
room, "

“The giddy circus is over, gentile-
men !”’ murmured Mormngton.

mto  you,

‘!3

“Happy family circle in the end.

ptudy, 1sn’t at2?. -
‘“Ha, ha, ha!” .
Jimmy Silver found Lovell and
Newcome raging in the passage.

Both of them wanted to return to {

 the Form-room and finish matters
with George Raby; and, apparently,
they wanted it very much. |

- “Oh, cheese it, the pair of you!”
growled Jimmy Silver. “Let's get
out of this!”

And he almost dragged his chums
away. The crowd of Classical Fourth-
Formers broke up, most of them
Jaughing. Cyril Peele strolled into
the Form-room, where Raby was
dabbing his nose with his handker-
chief, - preparatory to resuming his
- work. Peele gave Raby a very
affable nod and smile.
Fourth, who was #hvays up against
the end study, was delighted by the
unfortunate turn affairs had taken in
that celebrated study, and anything
that he could do to make the breach
wider the amable Peele was pre-
pared to do with his whole heart.

Published
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Peele. s
Raby left off dabbing his ncse and

And there {
were |

He '

and fairly yanked'

The crowd of jumiors |
there jumped out of the way—except-

The cad of the |

Grunt from Raby.

“You stood up to that bullying |

rotter splendidly, "old “~man,” sad

looked at Peele,

‘“ What?”

“That bullying brute Leovell e

The next moment Cyril Peele met
with the surprise of his life.  Raby
hit out -with his left. Peéle ecaught 1t
with his chin, and sat down on the
floor with a terrific bump.

Raby glared at him. |

“Get up and have some more!”’ he
enapped. '

‘“Ooooooch !

Peecle sat on the floor, holding his
damaged chin in both hands, and

blinking at Raby with almost idiotie
~astonishment. ' |

Wharrer you up to? 1

“Groogh!
” he spluttered.

was only saying

“PDo you want some more?” inter- |

rupted Raby. *“If you don’t, shut up
and get out of this Form-room.™
Peele staggered to his feet.

" “Look here
“Outside 1” snappeg Raby.

“I'ean tell you
. Peele did not finish. George Raby

TROUBLE AMONCST THE QUESTS!

THE BOYS’ FRIEND .

“Good for you, Raby!” said Peele | e
N | | - Commaon-room,

Lovell slung Peele half across the
' He did not seem
satisfied with that, but started after

him, with the obvious intention of | _ i :
gshort time Jimmy Silver & Co. made

taking a goal-kick.

Peele dodged out of the Common- |

room. and fled for his hife. -

In his study he rubbed his chin and
rubbed his head alternately, and the |

observations he made on the subject
of the Fistical Four were emphatic,
and almost blood-curdling. There
never was any telling how to take

those rotters, he informed Gower and |

Lattrey; and Peele wisely made up
his mind not to take a hand further
in the domestic politics of the end
study. It really was not a paying
rane.

PLETRELTS AR

The 4th Chapter.
Vir. Dalton’s Tea-Party. .
“Tea with Dicky!”. said Arthur
Edward Lovell with satisfaction.
Jimmy Silver looked pleased.

Arthur Newcome looked up .from

the botanical specimens he Wwas
arranging in the study, and gave a
nod.

“Good !” he remarked.

“ At five,” said Lovell. ‘ Dicky’s
just asked me, ‘and told me to tell
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not act as Raby had done in Morny’s

sport a spotless collar and to have a
tie tied tidily, and so forth. Details

like that were not always carefully
observed in the end study; but in a
themselves beautifully presentable,
and they had a newly swept and gar-
nished look when they arrived at Mr,
Dalton’s study door. Jiminy Silver
tapped. 4

“Come in!” said Richard Dallon’s
deep, cheery voice,

The three juniors entered.

Mr. Dalton was not alone.

He was standing on one side of the
fireplace, chatiing cheerily with a
junior who was standing on the other
side. That junior was George Raby
of the Classical Fourth.

Jimmy Silver & Co. stopped dead
as they saw Raby. They were com-
pletely taken aback.

In a flash they understood, and
Raby understood. It was Moirny’'s
game over again, played this time by
their Form master. Mr. Dalton, as
they had suspected, had observed the
rift in the Inte in the end study, and

in his kind way he was trying to

bring the old Co. together agaimn.
It was an awkward moment. Cer-
tainly the newly-arrived guests eould

ot

Lovell and Raby, forgetiul that they were in a Form -
master’s study, closed in combat.

Crash! The strug-

gling Juniors lurched against the table and there was a crash of crockery on the floor :

was coming for him, with his hands

up, and his eyes glittering behind

them. Peele backed to the door and
dodged out, astonished and enraged.
Such a reception of his sympathy and
support was enough to surprize and
enrage any mischief-maker. |

Raby slammed the door after Peele,
and returned to his prep when he had
finished dabbing his nose.

Peele of the Fourth went into the
junior Common-room with a black
brow. Jimmy Silver and Newcome
and Lovell were there, engaged in a
warm argument. Peele joined them.

“Blow him!” Lovell was saying.
“T tell you I don’t want to make 1t
up now; 1'm never- going to speak to
the cad any more. If he comes back
to the end study now, I'll jolly well
boot himi out. I'm done with hun for
good—the rotter.”

“Hear, hear!”’ said Peele.

Lovell stopped his wrathful tirade
at once, and turned a far from ami-
able look on Peele.

“Eh?! he ejaculated. -+

“Just what I'd do,” said Peele.
“The rotten cad——"

“What? Who?” s

“That rotten outsider, Raby il

For the second time that evening
Cyril Peele met with a surprise.
Arthur Edward Lovell ought really

to have been pleased to hear a fellow
‘endorsing his views like this. But he
did not look pleased. He did not act

as if he were pleased. He collared

Peele before that youth had time to |{

finish his remarks, and there was a

sharp concussion as Peele’s head came |
.{ faint smile.

into violent contact with the wall.

Crack!

“ Yaroooooooh !

Peele uttered a fiendish yell.

‘““ Now, anything more to say about
R:byv !” demanded Lovell ferociously.

“Ow, wow. yow!
Peele. i

“Then get out l”

- regular hero.

junior matches.
-master

No!” yelled |

yoﬁ chaps. I saw Tupper taking a

parcel into: his study after lessons;

looks like a spread.” . .

The three juniors were naturally
pleased. Dicky was their pet name
for Mr. Richard Dalton, the master
of the Fourth. They hiked Mr. Dalton
—even Peele & Co. did not quite dis-
like him. Mr. Dalton was very
popular "in his Form. The Fistical
Four had liked their old Form master,
Mr. Bootles, but Mr. Dalton was &
He played football m
great style; sometimes he would
referce in a junior match, and he
knew the great game from start to
finish, and toock a great interest in
Tea with any other
at Rookwood was
honour, but rather a bore; tea with
Dicky Dalton was a pleasure as well

“as an honour. So the end study were

all pleased.

“T say, though, he’ll expect four |
- of us,” said Jimmy Silver dubiously.

“He knows there were always four
of us. He’ll wonager <

“Can’t be helped,” said Lovell
“Besides, I know jolly well that Dicky
has noticed that we're off with Raby.
He notices everything.”

“Yes, that’s so,” said Newcome.
‘“ Anyhow, we can’t take Raby, as
we're on fighting terms with hiun
DOW.?., _ .

“ T wish the ass would make it up,”
said Jiummy.

“Well. he won’t,”” said Lovell,
“and I'm not going. to ask him
again.” '

“No, don’t,” said Jimmy, with a

Raby keeping it up like this.  He
never used to be sulky. Dicky won’t
expect to see him with us, when I
come to think of 1t.”

The three made some little pre
tions for tea in Mr. Dalton’s study.

On such occasions it was needful to !

‘Dalton, with a smile, ‘ perhaps

a great |

rYeserve.

“It won’t do much good,
- the way you do it. I'm surprised at

para- |

study. Invitations to tea from-a Form
master were requests that amounted
to commands. Lovell frowned, New-
come coloured, and Jimmy Silver,
atter the first moment of surprise,
looked pleased. Raby turned red, and
set. his lips. |

Mz.
thing.

He greeted the newcomers

Dalton appeared {o notice no-

cheerily

"~ and heartily, just as if there was no

cloud on the horizomn.

“Now we’re all here,” said Mr.
you
will brew the tea, Raby.” ‘ ‘

“0Oh, yes,” gasped Raby.

“Tupper has not opened the jam,”
said Mr. Dalton.
perform, Lovell.”

‘6 Oh,- FOE.” : .

“Who can cut bread and butter
without entting his fingers?” 1n-
quired Mr. Dalton gemally.

It transpired that Jimmy Silver
could, so he set to work. Newcome
sorted out chairs for the guests.

In a few minutes the tea-party sat
down to the table, somewhat mute.

* Perhaps you will

‘But Mr. Dalton, not generally a great

talker, talked quite a great deal now,
in a very genial, chatty way., He
asked Jimmy Silver about the juntor

football, and the prospects for the

St Jim’s mateh, a topic that natur

| ally interested the juniors and helped

to break through the barrier of
He interrupted himself {o
ask Raby to pass the cake to Lovell,
and Raby passed it silently. = '

““Thanks,” said Lovell with an
effort. et

“Raby’s cup is empty,” said Mr.
Dalton. *‘ Another cup of tea, Raby?
Pour out another cup for Raby,

I Lovell.” 2l it

“Oh, yes.”
T.ovell refilled Raby’s cup.
“Thanks,”” gasped Raby.
“8t. Jim’s, I believe, are in great

form,” remarked Mr. Dalton.
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Jimmy Silver.

471

“Toppmg, 1 believe, sir,”? said
Jimmy Silver, * They've got a jolly. .
good front line, 1 know, and their
goalkeeper 1s a fat chap, but in splen-
cdid form.”

“But you are going to beat them,”.
saidd Mr., Dalton. L t

“We. hove =0, sir.. We've got a
good goal in Rawson——"? ~ T s
. And the forwards—"

“Mornington, and Erroll, and
Cook, and Newcome, and Raby,” said--
Jimmy Silver. d

Raby gave a littie start. :

“A very good front line,” said Mr.
Dalton approvingly. “I hope you
are keeping up your practice. You've
been rather giving the football a miss,
I think, Raby.” i
“Oh!” stammered Raby., “I—]
didn’t know you noticed, sip——"
iMr., Dalton smiled. |

1 keep my eyes on the junior
eleven,” he said. *“1 want to see
you win matches this séason. Prac-
tice together 1s the thing; and you
must remember, my boys, not to let
any little personal differences make
any difference to that.”
~And Mr. Dalton, without giving the
juniors time to speak, which might
have been a lLittle' awkward, went on
talking football; but bhis word in
season had fallen upon fertile soil, as
it were. Under the mmfluence of Mr.
Dalton’s genial kindness, and his good
advice, and tea and cake, the
estranged chums of the Fourth un-
bent; and Raby, rather to bhis sur-
prise, found himself' speaking quite
cheerily to his old eemrades, just as
if there had never been any trouble
in the end study at all.

Mr. Dalten noticed it, with a
glimmer of satisfaction in his" eyes.
He . liked all four of the cheery

- L

juniors, and he was pledsed with ihe
success of his little plot. = It “was
fairly clear that when the TFistical
Four left their Form master’s study
after tea, they would leave it on
friendly terms. But there is many a
slip twixt cup and lip. In the madst
of Mr. Dalton’s cheery flow of talk
there came a tap at the door, and
Tupper put in his shock head.

‘““If you please, sir, the Head would
ltike you to step into his study for a
few -minutes.” |
“Very good!” said Mr. Dalton. -
The master of the Fourth rose from
the table. | i
‘“Continue your tea, my boys. 1
will rejoin you in a few minutes,”
he said, and he left the study.

- Jimmy  Siuver & Co. were nego-
tiating a cake. They continued {o
negotiate ' it, with satisfaction. I&
was a large eake, and a good cake,
and there were plums i1n it—plenty
of plums, Mpr. Dalton knew youthful
tastes well, as that cake demonstrated.

. “ Any more tea in the pot?’ asked
Jimmy Silver suddenly. -f

“Blow the tea!” growled Lovell.
“If Raby’s going to-sulk after this
ripping spread o |
“Who's sutking 7’ flared out Raby.
“You are!” exclaimed -Lovell,
“and 1 tolly well think——"’ ' '
“You don't! You ecam’'t!”

“T don’t want any more of your

cheek, 'Rgby!” roared Lovell. “If
you're going to sulk, I say—"" -
“Shut up, Lovell? implored

Rubbish !

)y

“Rats!
ing to sulk
““Cheese 1t!” said Raby. “Can’t
you behave yourself 1m a Form
master’s study?”’ | |
“Who’s not behaving himseli?™
hooted Lovell. | |
““Lovell, old man
- “Rott! If Raby savs——" |
“Oh, go and eat coke!” smaid Raby
angrily. “No good talking to you.
You don’t understand anything but
a punch on your silly nose.” | '
Lovell jumped up. |
- “You cheeky cad—"*
“You ridiculous ass——"%
“Look here—" *
“Look here—"?
- “Btop 1t ! roared Jimmy Silver, as
TLovell and Raby, utterly forgetiul of
the. important circumstance that they
were in & Form-master’s study, closed

If Raby’s go-

” . {

in combat,

Crash! Tramp! Scuflle! Bump !
Crash! (AR * |
S0 my . ohat You mad
duffers——" |

“You silly asses—""

. Crash!

“TLevell and Raby lurched against

the tea-table, and it rocked. There

was a crash of crockery on the fioor.

Jimmy - Silver and Neweome stood
overcome with dismay. Xovell and
Raby.: lost to all things but their
mutual wrath, punched and struggled
with terrific vigour. They trampled

on the fallen crockery right and left—
they trampled the fender out of place
—they swept, half a dozen articlea

 (Continued on page 476.) .

« CHUMS REUNITED ! —That’s the title of next Monday’s great story of Jimmy Silver & Co. at Rookwood. See that you read it!
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fastening the rope
arimpits.
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and every sl.ocw{!mg nement added to
the danger of the ﬂame&, which leaped
through “the lower windows, igniting the

e

courso, but what can be the megning? -

Lis rocker—I mean, sir, that 1 thought

fright had crazed himn—for the moment;

vet I noticed afterwards that he ceemed

to let me stay
“This matter must be scen to—though
how to start, 1 do not know. l‘uorgan

THE BOYS' FRIEND
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_ Peice
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He turned towards the head-

needn’t
Millington, will
the lad until you are

set things right,
further. - Mrs.
you gtay .witn

B0 you

see that no ll(}h{’} is made near
this wing,"”

The Head stepped quietly into the
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TS Yogi tsz]ty the lid !aig;;cked v?ou im- ?aste{. 1 think that’s about all''l | = ==

medlately you enterec 8 room? "’ ave to say, sir, so will you please look | = | ==

“Yes, sir. Although he seemed to | info the matter, in case—in case I—"' | = 0“ Flﬁ!ﬁ'luﬁ TERMS: 2

THE' HAND OF FATE be quite unconscimzs, lie recovered " Yes, my lad, 1 shall have every- | = , ‘s iz =
; ,thut}c)l%m}lg quickly.” % s % t'h_lx’n% seen  to, ’t’ lthe doctor prmt?lsed = BY OWEN CONQUEST, —

~‘* Did he appear as though he wasn ‘““but yorr must lie still now and not | = S A LB R

BY EDMUND BURTON z,?‘?pgnslhl{a for hls mtmi‘ls, do you exﬁitel vourself. Secemingly, a great mis- | = AIRRCIRUe [T PAgesiiL) =

tink? '’ et take has been made—yes, let us say a | = =

. “*N-no, I thought he had gone ofl | mistake—but you havg dono your best s Hiil'il!HIIl'7!|I'Hlllll'hllllilllll i

fmm the m&ntelplere Tubby M'uﬂin 3

| : R ; 7 .+ i fat face bhinked in, scared, at the
Cay | L rid smoke y boards becoming d..lmoat uulrmmbly hot, { to be too - deliberately - bent  upon | relieved? Try to make him sleep; it ¢ e, :
*:‘J:c;z:tm%u%;}ﬁc i}:if‘l‘;;emfuufhe l)wi(élrcl climbed | even throiugh tbe soles of his shoes, | damaging me to be ex xactly panicky. In { will be best. Wilburr, come back to | deorway.
Brelrlbigh i e E}tlli almost tripped over the showing  that _tue room below must | fact, sir, though it seems almost like | my study and let us go into this affair “J.ook out! Dalton’s comine!” ho
(?ucumhmt s d5 So ¥ stooped down with | literally have been a raging inferno; | sneaking, I feel bt.llmtdl‘vlmgd.n inteaded }{Iiug?ughly ;. while you, Mr. Barton, bque & o |
’ ehind.” ' in ’

(‘Oh crumbs!”
Lovell and Raby separated at thatl. .

throat. and he was ' thrown off hisg | ToP€ and burning 16 tfhmugh beforec he | wWas very ser‘t?uqu burnt indeed,”” said | corridor, and Dick, after a last brief Mr. Dalton was coming back to his
Patos o fall against the wall with could make his own descent in safety— | Dr. Brown, In fact, it will be a long | glance at the figure on the bed, sileyly | tea-party. The study was almost a
mtdk i for the light ladder was already blazing, | time before he is out and about again— | followed. wreck.  Lovell and I{ab with their
e ]E_.ett o, Morgan, you mad ass! and an impossible barrier to pass. it over,” 4 Was just going vo wipe for piq collar*ﬂ rumpled theitr tf:as torn out,
D'vou uaEb wa: Hoth to be burnt to—=" The long rope, freed from its weight, father when you entered, and——"" 'The i1 } id “ookad iderably
'i'lunkmu that terror mmust have | swung slowly just out of reach of the | lead turned “sharply as the door reir hair ruffled, looked considerabl;
turned Morgan’s brain for the time | darting tﬂﬂgﬂﬁﬁ:_. but these were travel- | opened. “Yes, Mr. Darton? What is wrecked also. And Mr. Dalton was
botne. Wilburr was obliged to resort to | ling towards it steadily with each itr FOSY . ' | . Coml,ﬂg*“
rath?;‘ drastic methods., His fists com- passing moment. | It's about Morgan, sir, We thought | was obliged to hobble on two sticks With one accord the I‘lstlml 1"0111
nenced to pound his opponment’s face, And just as Dick gripped the hemp, | he was still unconscious whea the ! about the quad and playing-fields. He | ,ched from the study.

bound to leave the
but, thanks {o his

was, of course,
Academy shorbly;

doctor was makmg his examination, but

himself out
it seems he waan’t,

until fesh and bloed could stand it no | preparatory to swinging They vanished breathlessly in one

tie heard what was

{ E . S0y &g >3 - . s 3 !
longer.' Mttr)'e:}ls hmgmllwmiizeg rgtnlﬁ'ngs %ferrethilgi'lélzgonifig m%aﬁgfee!(ﬁ:ﬁt"?ﬁ; said, and plainly knows that his chance | couszin’s clemency, and the wisdom of direction, as Mr. Dalton approached
?tz!%;ﬁimgtta{-{;t \:pf’ it u%medmtely with | eve, and he hurriedly picked it up, { ©f A recovery isn’t tco good, - and-- f both the Jlead and Mr. Barton, the true from the other. '
ﬁgcuribus er,}:-—;i: seemed like one of dis- | thinking it might be some important and v ' Baboat . Ge Ve faf:tsl fﬁ*nﬂ&““ﬂﬁg t_h? aflalr “"'91;3 kept “Well, my boys—~—" Mr. Dalton
appointment. paper which had dropped from the & Heﬁé d‘:ﬁlgﬁ fe:o :;Il; If;ﬁférﬂ-ﬂWil: ';:’H ; 5‘1“ ?SEI p“t‘;“’b egtﬁ“rmg 16 re- | stepped into the study with a genial
But Diek was mnot to -be caught Fifth-Former’s pocket. SIS, ('sihr'"h it R o Mg Aimlerooewufézp:l?; o arono oo | Bmile on his face. Then he stepped
napping this time. A crashing rignt Gripping it between hig teeth, he com- S | S ctlde- his  stieks: %hﬁfﬂedh éhﬂ gd'u'ﬁ.;. “of  suddenly.
hander sent Morgan reeling away, untll | menced his perilous descent, covecing | Dr. Brown rosge immediately and e 2t o A I

Brown’s Academy from his feet for ever,

accompanied the under-master to the The study was vacant. His guests

his head came ammqt the wall with a | the: last fifteen feet or so at a terrific

and

resounding W hack, and he tumbled in | pace, which almost skinned his palms, | West wing, where a temporary Infirmary hurHJ“‘“&%;I"“L"I}:‘"f‘rt}h? ](ng :f l:f‘;rt?f were p;:mm. lendm and ﬁm—lrons and
Then, mt.h n crackle, the leaping | above, which parted and fell in writhing Dir{:-ix Wilburr followed silentiy. fu;i i a,ml bt iorthﬂ ol s r*mmr}.:-:-‘ad ruu ki mer*lﬂ*ned Chd,;l;
fi bhurst through the ficoring ntml coils about him even as he reached the The matron was endeavouring  to | 290 So & y :
hily b bk ldy of smoke ﬁ;h;rlmg round s ey S \ socothie the sufferer, but vainly, when Dick Wilburr—or, rather, Fred Morgan | Mr, 1)&1t011 gazed .at the startling
. sedcia i e e g - ' SR, r . P r Y PO r :
mgla ) ac €L 1-_} _ : & B they entered the long r Morgzan -~ lengin ern-:'-..,,tl trinmphantly, his | gcene, and drew a deep deen Lr*aih.- |
round the rocm. Dick retrcated a The 6th Chaopter le"%; Ui‘ ?re; d“’ Un}" 0{(}1111. £ I‘ claim established and the ownership of } i Ji S ,far & Co. were
Jine = oy swatiied In banda ossed on tiae Hel by v o N e Py g I what trme Jimm 1nv O, WET I o
little, choking, but presently groped The Fat:ful Message ! ¥ Bos - ‘ the hugoe mills 1}ruv&d to be his with- ; ‘ o5 -

his facé filushed and hiz eyes feverishly
bright: but when his gaze fell on Dick
he suddenly calmed down.

making themselves as scarce as they
JrOSS ll}’ could,

wrwar{l again towards the pomi;, where
he had seen the other drop. Alf’s night
attite was alight when he reached him,

doubt.
be one

snadow of
age, he would

'lelrllls’. a5
satme of

out the

“What are vou doing? Has any .
: g any When he.

accident happened to—youn know whom?

of the richest . . . : :

‘ \ Re + what is ab st: A1 cake ! % : nen in the world.
and, snatching up a blanket from tlLe Ru’ne‘rjnbii ’:.Vhdt is at stake, and wake “ That = Wilburr? » he muttered Jasper Morgzn. -broken by. the blow What' Ms~. Dalton thonghib. ot ‘th
hed, Wilburr smot iered the smoulder up :i—J. . weakly. “ Come here—close—and you, | <whieh had sent h% air-cagtles tumbling a8 E "
\ S W 11 “voru 4 It of his mlt-mrn he never con-

ing_blaze as well. as he could, though - £ ¥ : too, sir, piease! I want to tell you{ gqown about his ears, gradually fiii(‘d by i : r
Morgan's body had been severely burnt Dr. Brown laid the paper down on his | something, for I hear I haven’t much | pealth, and succumbed suddenly to a | fided 7to the Fistical Four, The
before he got to him. oo ‘ : study table, and gazed questioningly ab | hope of pulling thirough! ™ * | stroke of apoplexy very d(}rtju,r after | matter was not mentioned at all. But

16 was _bis ' own . lauk, pzlul...t-erfzc IMER S W IR, ; : ‘“ Pon’t think about that, lad,” that eventfu! night of the fire at the 1&: secemed probable that it would be o
the Fourtn-¥ormer, as hﬂ qgulic {i Ie- ‘* A most extl’aordmaf}’ affair! 7 he : 3N a’\CH-dEHIy. 10[”_7, IOE‘I{T tiTﬂE‘ l"!flf()l 'C) Jlrnn’l} 61]1"0‘1‘ &
moved the rope Irom his own waisy and said.  “ You're certain it came ouf of | by the bed. “Listen, Wilburr! I tried As for Aif, he left the country—prob- | Co. were asked to tea in thair I’mm
adjnsted it round the unconscious boy. I Morgan’s pocket last night——or, rather, | to get you out of the way,” said Alf. At B e COunry-—=—p e

"‘b '&.nd tllB f iy 11.

for oro of the Colonics, where i Ima ster’s study again,

€y}

or the last “Do you know why?

‘1 had to 1\11011\ himm Clllt ear]y this .n:g{'rnp:r?

i
|
@ L] e L] ®
But, thanks to careful nursing and
a good constitution, Alf Morgan slowly
recovered, though for many weeks he
:
!

Dr.
Brown’s tone was kindly as he sat down
chanco would h....,\'e g,rme—-—-loﬂks like “ 1 found it uqt hencath where he But  as Dick remained silent, the 13 1-0 be .hoped he made good. In any | in the lu‘uz* was still unrepcuwd
having gone as it is, in factl” fell, ' sir,” answored Lha boy, ‘‘and I | injured Fifth-Foriner continued almost | “#3¢ ‘;‘Jﬁ:‘“ h‘t’* ]‘;ﬁ?}:fn m‘f,“‘;“{eoﬁdth?

The slack of the rope, which had been | didn't notice it before he attacked me. | without a pause: E;}‘:Fr‘q fh;l"“"’ i & a5.E igaia o (In & Chuins Re-united?” peace -
coiled” over his arm, lay in a heap on |. Anyhow, I should scarcely have had “ Then I'il tell you. Your name is BRI onee more restored amongst “the
the floor beside him and he secured time.”’ - ' not Wilburr at all; it iz Morgan— THE END ,l-*,f'- 'I.F Mole sy fg;.F ding
thie fice end 1o tln.. iron bedstead. | = ¢ Curious--curious!* muttered the | Frederick Morg an-——an-‘l you are the Lo - ; ! e g . -,?"5"10(};1 __._Q,gr'- 2 Sure o ..m ;
Then, dragging Morgan to the window, | Head. ** Yes, I remember that he was | rightful owner of Morgan’s Mills, at “(l f;'?fm?*”fﬁt not - miss “Saving tie thrs  ripping Hook f"‘f’f’{‘l story by
and presm.}g his feef against the wood- | partially dressed, evidently having Nor},hhum. Your father and mother— | Shergy!” next Mﬂndfxg;s Jitte story &f ordering your Boys' FRIEND [from
work beneath, he lowered his burden | slipped hig coat on over his sleeping- that is, my Uncle Bob and Aunt Annie Arizona  Jim, and Slim Daavers and wour mnewsagent (o- tZe’w, and don’t
carefully, kee pin*" the tail of his eye I suit at the first alarm. These inttials, | —went down with the Lerontic, which |[.A'rank L“‘“bbdﬁr"- the two w‘m%# OUL- i [Urgrg there g'f-; a VREFK Hand- .,
“on  the -creeping flamies to rearward, { too, are Su-.picmus They would fit his { was lost about ten years ago ''—a start lawa, by ‘your old fm,mmf;.,, Gordon l codoured Phloto of John Marshall, )
‘until a shout came up from below, tell- | father's name—Jasper Morgan—but the | from: Dr. Brown--“and you, alsn, were ““ﬁilq;‘jt’ Aund seg that you gelt Lthe Middleshrowugh, pres TR m’h Sy
ing that all was well. writing is different from that in his other | supposed to have been drowned. But, | splendid FREE hund-coloured phoic cf . , 2SOTOUGIY, Pres " Dl

Bv this tmm Dick could Ieel thi‘ floor- | letter to me. 1t may be disgulsed, of | by -some chance, you weren’t, and— | John Marshall, of Middlesbrough.) copy!) | '
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