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"| eighth of a second and the pursuing bull struck

tho hedgo on the further side with a rattli
crash of rending branches, snd Bayno e::xeul(:ﬁ
from his Jeafy retreat inlo safety like m cork

oullfl a bottle.
‘' Yow, ow, helpl I'm killed " o
C]Iﬂ'ur(l.' ‘“Every bone in my‘ l::»dy‘n 1';2;:;(:

l'm\h]vm‘ing to death 1"
“ou utler ars!" hirxsed Bayno, sitlin
and rubbing that part of his snatomy Chidh
had coma in violent contact with the hard, un-
sympathetic ground. “You frabjous, fat-
headed idiot. It'a all your own fault. You
ought to be locked up in a lunatic asylum !
“Dolt! Buffoon! Lout!" wailed Marker,
crawling painfully to his feet. * This wouldn't
havo happencd 3if it hadn't been for your
maniacal idea of taking a short cut ncross the
ﬁnl(lI(A'__I hope you've broken your confounded
neck !

was bristling ‘with thorns like an angry hedge-
‘Do Jou think 1 arranged it for my own
ment 7"
_For the next five minules thero was a deep
silence, anly broken by anguished groans and
vells as Bayne and Marker rubbed their bumps
and bruises, and Clifford extracted six-inch
thorns from every portion of his body.

At last the “first-aid " work was concluded,
and picking up the muchly-battered hamper
the three Fourth-Formers continued their in-
terrupted journey to the school boathouso with
all possible speed.  Their arrival there saw their
waorst fears realised.

Drawn up by the bank was the light four-
oared skiff they had contemplated putting to
their own use that afternoon. Repesing in the
stern was Jack Noble, a commodious hamper
sot between his legs, while Dob Russell and
Fighting Mac were at the sculls, preparing to
push off. s

Clifford nearly choked with rage and morti-
fication as he realised that he and bis cronica
wnrhl have to make use of the unwieldy old
Ark.

*‘Iare, T say, you rolten fags!"” he howled,
striding down to the river's bank. ‘‘Get out
of ”".'" tub! We've bagged it for this alter-

noon, .

“TEh, beg pardon?” drawled Jock, looking
lazily up.

“1 say hop out of that boat, quick and
lively !"" “shrieked Clifford, turning purple in
tho fuce. ** We want it! D'you lear?"

“Go and chew coke!” replied Jack
politely and sweetly. *‘Push off, Mac. Den't
mind those tramps. Dy-by, Cliffy. I'll lend
you my eleamn yacht il you're good. You'll
find it on the mantelpicce in my study.
Farewell !" -

Mac attempted to push the skiff off from
tho bank with one of his aculls, and at the
same inslant, blind with rage, Clifford leaned
over and mode n grab at the bows of the boat,
intending to hold it back. Unluckily for him,
Mac's push-off was a good, strong one.

Out into mid-stream swung tho akiff, and
missing his bold Clifford lost his balance aa
waell, and pitched [ace foremost into three fect
of slimy, sticky mud. e landed with a
horrible, sucking squeleh, and & roar of laughter
burst from Jack Noble and his chums. =

““IIa, ha, hal Look at dear Cliffy diving
for cels. My hat! Yook at his face!”

“Taking n mud bath, Cliffy? What ,an
extraordinary chap you are! Ila, hn, ha!!

Clifford scrambled to hia feet, and a pitiful
spectacle he preseated. From head to foot he
was coated with slimy, dripping mud. Iis
mouth, cars, and noso wero full of it, and it
ran down his :’rml and dropped from his
fingers in great dropa

Clifford snncud,yellod. choked, and soreamed,
and ended up by losing his (oot(ng ond sitting
down ngain with_a smack that sent a shower
of. mud all over Bayne and Marker.

Then, just as Cliffy wos perambling out for
tho wccond time, s crowd of juniors came
running up, nnd burst out Inughing as they
caught sight of the unlortunate Shellite.

And then tha skiff skimmed lightly out into
mid-stream, ﬂulv‘ two rﬁuwcrn doubled up with
laughter over their sculls. .

“‘Gonib e, old llick-lnlllovmufh’ Jack
called, and tho boat yanished around & éurve
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?l{]mn_ minutes. Jack steored tho craft skil-
!u yhlnto the pretty little creek, slmast hidden
o Ln casusl passar.-by by o rereen of green
'rlga.‘! 03, and Mae leaped out and mado it fast

'he bank of the island thore was carpeted
with salt  yreen iroes;  and out cama the
hamper with its succuleat contents, towels,
bathing costumes, and Bob's fishing-rod.

Ten minutes later the throa boys wers gam-
b(*“"‘,ﬂ and splashing in the clear watora of
the Pell. After a race to the other bank of
the river and back, which Jack won by a good
two longths, they emerged, cool and refreshed,
and dressed again,

Then Iob temporarily enlivened matters by
trying conclusiona with his fishing-rod, whilo
Jnck and Mac sprend out the tea-things and
lit the spirit lump. Bob's total cateh amounted
to two fin cans, and n mouldy old boot coated
with barnnclos, and o tiny roach three-
quarters of un inch long, which Bob significd
hie_intention of having stuffed and presented
to Dr. Iillingford.

Jack and Mac strolling inland in search of
a bird's nest while the kettle boiled, returned
to find Bob still gravely watching his irri-
tatingly immovablo float. Tt vius then that a
straneo discovery was made.

“Who's pinched tho plum cake?” yelled
Jack suddenly.

** And tha sacdines?”’ howled Mae angrily.
“They've gone; an' I laid them out thero on
the cloth myself!"”

“You greedy glutton, Boh!
well wolfed ther !" accused Juck.
% Wolfed your grandmother "
indignantly.” **I haven't moved
I had n bite fivo minutes ago.”

““Then whero the dickens have they—""

Jack stopped short, with & gasp of amaze-
ment, and painted to the ground.

Mac followed the direction of the out-
stretched finger, and suddenly was a prey to all
the emotions that must have overwhelmed
Robinson Crusoe on his discovery of Man
Friday's tracks. For there, plainly stamped
in the soft, moist earth, was a foofprint, and
the print of a very big foot at that, A yard
away was another, and thon ancther, leading
straight towards a dense clum; of shrubbery.

And then, before the three hoys could make
a move to investizate their suspicions, there
was a rustle in the undergrowth, the bushes
parted, and a greasy dirty tramy strolled into
view. Ilis face wos red and unshaven besides
being remarkably ugly, and in one hand the
néw-comer held the missing plum-cake, from

You've jolly

denied Bob
from here.

which a big, Irregular bits was missiog, and
in the other tha vanished tin of uxn‘:me-.d i

* Hexeuso me, youn ents,” leared the
tramp, in n by, beory voies. * Kin yer
oblign mna wiv & tin-hopenar?'"

Thero was @ moment's surprised silence, and
then Dob burat out with angry indignation:

“You dirty, rotten thief| What do you
mean by pmrhmrf our grub? Iland it over at
once, or I'll hand you aver to the polics I”

The teamp banished his ingratiating air, and
thrust his jaw forward ominoualy.

Naw then, I don't want nens hof yer lip I
he rcowled, advancing a ttep threateningly.
**Keep a curb on yer tongue )™

" You go and chew coke !" said Jack grimly,
and, his anger getting the better of his dis-
crotion, he stooped, and, picking up s naw-laid
cgg [rom the cloli’:, he let fly with unerring
aim.

Tha missile Qew true to its mark, and caught
tho tramp Inlrl{ on the forehead. The egg
burst with a plop! and the slimy yolk ran
down aver the greasy, dirty face.

For n moment the tramp scemed nonplussed
ot this defianco whera he had expected none;
and then, with a wild yell of rage, he flung
himsell at tho three lads, swinging his arms
likflml;il,u. i i B

“I'll 'arf murder you, you young scuts!’
ho bellowed. BAEEToRRS

But he had not reckoned with Jack and his
companions. Though they wero small and
light they were strong, fit, and agile; and,
before the tramp quito knew where he was,

Bob thrust his foot between his legs, and ho
.camo down on his face with a crash, Ho
struggled up, only to be sent flying for a
second time; and Mac pinned him down by

sitting on his head while Bob held his ankles,

“\What thall we do with tha thieving
rotter 7" panted Jack. " Give him a good
tanning 2" 5

"“No, no! Heave him in the river!" cried

Bob Russell. “The bruto doesn’t look sa if
he'd had a wash for ten years!"

Bob's suggestion met with instant approval; «
and, despite his threats and whines for mercy,
the unfortunate tramp was lifted in the air,
and carried to the river's edge.

*'One, two, threce—and a ooshter!"” cried
Mac, as they swunz him backwards and for-
wllrd:. At the last word they released their

old.

Out over the stream shot the tramp with a
wild yell, and vanished with a tremendous
splash, to reappenr above the surlace a moment
later, pufliug and blowing. Though he could
swim, it was evident that he had not indulged
in aquatics since the days of his youth.

“You young scuts!” he bellowed. **Jest
wait till I get nshore! I'll wring your blessed
necks for you!" <

“You're not coming ashore here !" said Jack
grimly; and, grabbing up a clod of earth, he
hurled at the oncommg ruffian.

It caught him on the top of the h2ad snd
burst like o snell.

(Continued on the nexd page.)
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Jack Noble’s Picnic (cont.).

In a sccoud Bub and Mac bad followed their
thum's example, and a rain of missiles hailed
around the swimming tramp.

Hoe stood it as loug 08 ho could; apd then,
still muttering threats, he turned tail nnd swum
off around the uvper end of the icland.

As can be 1nagined, Mr. Esan Serubb—for
such was the name of the tramp—was by no
means in n very amiable temper, and one can
judgo of his surnrise, and his delight in a
small way as well. when, on turning the end
of the isiand, bo found himself right op posite
another picnic party—three more lads, who
were wearing cabs with the same badgoe as had
graced those of the threo who had cast him so
ignominiously into the river.

They were Chifford, Bayae, and Marker,
The' first nameil,. after his impromptu mud-

bath, not wishing to waste a valuable half-
holiday, had bolted bLack to the school and
changed his flannels. 1le had then returned

to the boathouse, .-uul, pulling forth the un-
wieldy old skiff, he and his two companions
had rowed up to Alligator Island, and had
Janded on the ecast side, little dreaming that
their three hated rivals were not two hundred
yards away from them.

At the moment of Mr. Esau Scrubb’s ap-
pearance they had just opened their hamper,
and were seated, in pleasurable anticipation,
around a snowy cloth piled high with deli-
cacioe of all kinds.

Mr. Scrubb’s beady eyes twinkled maliciously
as he waded quictly and unseen inshore. The
sight of that hated Pelham badge was 8s a
red rag to a bull to him.

Quictly he reached out his hand and eeized
a big, Mat oar from the Ark, which was lying
alongprhore. Raising it above his head. ho
brought it down with & tremendous smack on
the surface of the water, and a great fountain
of water shot up, and descended in a wave
sll over Clifford and his two companions.

“Ow! Wow! Hecllup! What the dickens
““Here, 1 say, uho tbe—where the—""
Bang! Bang
Smack ! bmnck
Mr. Esau Scrubb was enjoying himself

mightily.

Ile used his oar as though it werc a fail,
and sent great waves and spouts gushing over
Clifford, Bayne, and Marker. In five minutes
they wero drenched to the skin: in ten drip-
sing wet, and, amazed bcyund words, they
{-ent a hasty retreat, llnl:llllng they had some
dangerous form of maniac to deal with.

Then Mr. Scrubb ceased his exertions, and,
springing _ ashore, gathered up  the four
corners of he tablecloth, bundlinz all the
catables into the centre.

With this over his shoulder he leaped into
lhe Ark, grabbed up the oars, snd rowed off
down-stream as though possessed.

But Scrubb was not to escape so casily.

Attracted by Clifford & Co.’s yells, Jack
Noble and his two compaujons canie (hnrgul"
across the island, and took in the situation.

In a moment they had regained their skifl,
shipped the oars, und were giving chase to
the absconding tramp.

Isnd over hand they overhauled their
quarry; but, seeing thot capture was im-
minent, Mr. Esau_ Scrubb, without any per-
suasion this time, dived overboard, and, swim-
ming ushore, vanished amongst lhu thick
rushes.

With the stolen boat in tow, Jack Noble,
Mac, snd Bob rowed back in triumph to
Alligator Island.

The Fourth-Formers' grub was completely
upeatable, thanks to the rough hsndling and
the -cumg it had sustained ; and, taking cor

assion on their rivals, Jack and his chums
invited Clifford & Co. to share their feed with
them.

Marker and Bayne accepted with genuine
gratitude, but Clifford stuck his lordly nose
in the air ond refused with dignity. Ruther
than break bread with worm-caten fags he

vowed he would chew his own boots; so when
Jack Noble, Mac, Bob, Marker, and Bayne
repaired 4o the other side of the island to ‘oat
and make merry, Clifford sat him down by the
flowing stream and wept salt tears of rage and
chagrin.

When his chums returned he was as sulky
as o bear: and as the Ark made its way down-
stream to Pelham he sat in the etern, silent
and glumn. Onn thing was cortain. 1o meant
to get his own back on Jack Noble & Co.

The question was—how could it be done?

THE END.
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GLUB. NOTIGES.

Challenges From Readers' Own Clubs,
Are Inserted Free of Charge,
EARLSWOOD C.C.
require matches for present season ;
preferred. - Ground. Tottenham arshes.—Apply
ccrvlary. Allan L' Potter, 25, Ierndale Toad,
m)L\ TR ‘C.C. 2nd XL
-e.\L\ mqmr

Private ground, Streatham.—Apply t

gust.
Itnn. bcnm + F. W. ¥nday, 170, New Kent umd
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Y BO
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K ir
batter, only mm
——wpl) to P,
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.\ml‘l) to .M., 47, Howland Street, St. Pancras, W.

club in Kennington ur dﬂ(ncl —Apply to G.
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wn ground pre!rmd —ADply,
!ubwrlpllon. to A. S
berwell Gate.

These

(average age 16, medium)
howe natches
to

(average age 15,
home or away matches for June, Ju])‘.

A LAD (age 17) would like to join a cricket team for
Goad all round player.—Apply

B

xuh i lru haud

\OI TH (age 17) would like to join cricket club as
BOYS (ux.,m 16}) would like to join cricket

LAD (age 16) nuhﬂ m join a ericket club; one with
stating_gronnd_and
- 69, Uirusvevor Terrace, Cam-

YOUTH (age 18) wihen
crisket club in Toogton: willzg tg?q'g’

n\ppl J.: W., Linton Vi, 15, L
slington

ﬂU\LBlD !’\'ITED FL. lavenpag?
home and away matches for text seasze

miles' madius ; “all dates SpenApiy i E
\-:r\ A. Wooldridge, 5. Nayl Prera
WHITE STAR F.C. (a% Pn'-un..
quire players for conung seasu, 19111 u
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tary, C. 'lrrry, 03, Fifth Avesce, l:l

Enfield,
es to foin 3 meectle i

1AD m
(averagce age about 16, weak) for oert s
vicinity of North Londos. mm
letter n)n|,. to I1. ]\xchlr&s 18, Hama &

land Road, Hagge:

WANTED lor !oolbau club pert s
wingers, right aod Ieft ; alo m«m!nl"
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1H“Ny. by Irllmih(n Hon. Seereiary, 6
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e G 4.
7. Gongs, 10,95

club for
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Longsight, Tonmte
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next
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rism wing forwards.—.
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ly (o
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CRAIC, CRAIC & C0.,
Tlead Office (Dept. 5),
B, Dunlop Bt, CLASCOW.

12852

WA'I'LI\I ll.l lbp\.h Dnnvlllc
SOLID GOLD WATCHES FREE
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a% ouce with

un o Money: "We Trast ¥ ou~THE
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.
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packiog sed aad
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GIIYS TO ALL:—

Nickel Fan and Peoell

ey e -l':‘l&u' Sharprmar, fix Peacila,
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Potaria® Great or movey beck in fal.

o TREE | Tluinied of of saber
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ROYAL AJAX

FGH GOOD VALUE.
From

From £4 10s. upwards, or 8- te 20/
Per Month. Write for

D~ ART CATALOGUKE, POST FREY.

BRITISH CYCLE MFC. CO. LTD,
(Dept. C.IL), | mad 3, Berry S mg: m

Now on Sale! A New Number of The *B.R.” Football and Sports Library.




