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e, sitting up, and once moro alert,
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- tha hank being a steep oncj but from
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ﬂ"ll & daalied old fresh-water pirnte

Mier & rat 1" grumbled Job Rusell.
';TI old ink-Lottle's full of pike. 1'vo
beggar, who hangs about thin kpot,

'y hx,,:l out of the water

1o Rivg
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aching
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you
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THE - MissING TucK.

A
RATTLING
COMPLETE
TALE

OF

JACK
NOBLE
AND
PELHAM
SCHOOL.

WAY 1" murmured  Jack
o drowsily. -
was lying on his back,

oneed by the long grass that
Jance on the banks of the
the side of which he and
icri Warren's
from Tclham,

xl two miles

ind, the day being excessively
cemg paraphernalis’ hnd - taxed

to the ntmost.
« samo comfortable attitudo of

e Jay Bob Ruwell, Valener,

s, L owun
| lenieney on Mr. Slaney's part

been able to select a xpot so fyr

heir Form-master being in “a
able mood  when Jack  had
fhed the required permission.
| the two miles in record time,
ane, until they reached the

you?"  repeated  Jack
at the insect he imagined w
serinutions over his proboscis,
Leggar—e-s-sish | Gerraway,

much-battered
Il over hin face, to shickl his
iess of the

n
use of th
Iny, und myriads of
tting through the still air;
wo agpraveled him
of uny of these.

nsation that
i attention

th the end of which he
» nose. = ;
nearly  delirioun  with
e had

L that was not there. )
into

that?"  ejaculoted

Jistening for a repetition
rearouscdd  him into
ple the rest followed when
s exclamation,  There  was
Ieyond whero they

hi

" many a  ftime
Il bet my boots! ~Just listen

¢ Mankerous old beast splashing about !
mough for a whale, ian’'t he?
tion of

hty temper, that is,

naug|
w to havo has

he

t;:l.";':nt;_' k,” said Noble, '*Any-

got to?'" wuddenly

& faint yoice chokinzly.
pike!” “eried Dob

hat's
himael to the edge of the bank,

the waler, * There's some-

ruth fo aee the thing Bob's

R to. DNelow, two Jong arma
E the shallow water, the bouy

Out Next Thursday,

_Lawson Miner Takes a
Ac_""l':",':.';,‘!nnau. Mokes a Fearful

handa looking ridiculously liko big,  webbed
e

CIUs & blessed amphibiositus, that's what it

ind" eried Tafly Bvans, * An’ amphibiositus,
Jook you, pgentlemen, is an almost  extinet

specien, (hat aticha it bonk in muc, and whinles
with its wings,  Amonzst the * plubis other
poculiaritios nre a horselike mane, and o voico
closely resembling the human'
¥ mimickedd Mr. Slaney's voice o perfee-
I the rest lnughed upronriously.
lup!" blentesd plinging manster,
Why, it'n Lawson " cricd Jack, with pre.
tonded ampzement, * Can't yon ehaps recog-
nise the long snout ? son, you ans, what aro
you doing in the water?"
“llellup! Save me !
© et on to your feet, fathead I 10 isn't deep,
Catch hold of That willow, and pull yoursell up.
When you get near enough, wo'll lend a hand.™
The spluttering Lawson managed to gain
foothold on the broak's slippery bottom at last,
and weizing okl af the brunch Jack had drawn
:-i»; attention to, jerked himself within rench of
help.
“ Back to the land,” grinned Valence, eare-
fully avoiding the dripping form that crawle
ae t Paugh ou've ko
e bottom up!  1ts
walking scent-bottle you've mude of yoursol
The best thing you ean do, okl chap, s o cut
back to Pelliam, and get old Snark (o dixinfeet

u
T Bbebeastly,  ererotten cold1" - shivered
Luwson, scooping the mud from oul hin eyes,
CDadidn’t think the wew-water could ba so
dashed e-c-cold "

“That's beeauso water and you've Deen
rangers so long,” remarked Noblo unfeclingly.
“Cold? Why, we're dwindling away to gronso

Whint on cart i i

lrulll h mado you jump in with
ull your toga on?'

*“It was a sheer accident, Noble, T wax—was
Wmlchill;{ a water-bug, whon I Jost my balanco
and fell.”

“Ifom!  That'll do, George Washinglon|
You couldn't tell a water-bug feom a hippo-
potaning, you young duffer, to some of
your benatly litilo tricks, 11 bet you were, Yon
T botter cut along to whera the water is
cloarer, wkin yoursel, then jump in  ogain.
While 'vou are at it, wash your toga oul, (oo,
Mword, you do smell whiffy ! This apot must
bo o cemotery for defunct Your (oun
won't take u tick to dry in the sun, and whiln
we'te hinving our feed you can play tho pre-
historic man in hare akin, i, Pockly "

Poddles, the prize fat boy of Pelham, to
who Jack was calling, had not even troubled
{0 look up 1o sre what the cause of the disturh.
anee wak. He lay just as ho had cast himsell
down the moment & halt had heen called, his
fat hunds peucefully claxping that portion of his
person that protrudid most as he lay, with face

upturned,
To ono of Poddles's build tha heat wus most
trymg " .
e was in command of the commismrial

was fon
Tho
into

department; but, for the time being,

srostrated to be mindful of his_dutios,
unilly brought

pttersd  ericket-hag, !
requisition an such occasions, 'I&y at his wiclo,
Ionlkmg nearly an corpulent a1 Tdlon himaell.
w113, Pocly I yelled Jnok & wecond time,

Tho clod of moist carth ho abied fell short of
ite mark. It shattered itsell against the bulky
aidden of the cricket bag, the fragmenta of il
Talling in & shower on tho fat one's [ace,
[‘ml«lﬁ-l lay on, unheeding. Ie did not even
open hin eyon.

“In a l'ﬂlﬂnl
vouchsalgd. 5 i
m"f‘lnnl‘look al the aleeping bonuty ™ way
Noble's wrathful exclamation. I you don't
got a move on, Porkdy, wo'll tackle the grub

o " v
o“';“l‘lil:«lhn‘ll proved effectunl.  Tha mere
mention of catablos wa! sufficient (o arouse the
xtout ono from his lethargic meod.  As provider
of the lion'a ahare, ha © aimed the privilege of
diatributing the daintics.

L1” was tho only anmswer ho

Morcover, in & oertain compartment of (e

bag, enrelully shiolded from contact with

rest of the cat
rome ereations

could only be handled by a connoias
Cliums gt meddling with the bag,
not miss discavering theae, i

hvirriedly s
" lalfo !

taking u rest?
e

Winkle

tonguen

Ntir

of wore'non m

w pitieed
b s L

whilen, luy
of the

' Hln
What'th the matter ™ ho

Kith, yor
yoursalf,

ilion fret

the
o specinlly toath-
matrycouk's e, that
Y ol r

growledl,
“Why can't you let a fellow ulone when ho'th

¢ juvenilo Wip van
you f[at asm! Our
King for the want of
o'n o slorage cnpacily
in our innaeda crying

aut o b filled, Wil you et gy, wnd lintri

bt th geuly, ar shall e hedp
AL right, iy noble dook |
T eend ont thas Bkt of whint*th i the T,

that  you can

thultesl your hitt

St was

Ma

onrselyent'

Nefore Lapen ity
)

Cone

canfully  1'vo

with detuils, okl chap.

We'll tnke “oin an ey core, won't Wi, oya?
1 eonhil at bttt Gricks, 1m that shiep set,

amd wanh

Runsell,
thotsands of ¥
ing the Tutton:

potted fatirons, if
caliblestanes, stewes

dot

w
torture s with anspen

ncnstared, aned
wenee witl

<,
M Mol Met

1t Peockdlon wan deaf (o all entreatios
Although nearly rnvenous himself, he
intend to lol the nicction of the repast be spoilt
Dy wueh n haphozard selection.
Iinie's contents anylow  was too  much  like

descerntion.

T coremonionsly distributed (he napkins that
Defore diving deopor,

luy an the lop
fully  wroping
womething

hurrivdly,
i

e ol
for

ludicrons oxpression of
sared hard ot the well
moment 5 then, with o howl of rage, dived ill

iedly, (6 right aml

pric
stnrigg with bulging eyes
sw the tnpkine Iy o bunch of thislles,

podown with s oeean
pesor by vimbly Tading away 1™
an o pus

v e nothing 1o el foe
carn, il iy backlono's knocks
W off my wiislee Hve e

i

Bt Pesllles was already  scanning

lothen Ix

fwo or t

tnehad,
dunkeys.

whint

deeper into the bag, 1

e
Jeft, lw hurled an extraondinary " collection  of

e ik,

of

.

e horplhing

erlioes— i

Iy

his

¥
Adothien jom turts, one dothen centhiards,
- thlices—thpeeinl —ono dothen
inger-pop, two
andwiches - blonter-paste,"
lothen "

tlon of g

o remd

nnl - Nobl “ Don't
T take a jam-tart,

- Iwiches, to com-

a
ieel Talr Russell,

Timed in thae reat,

You will apprecinto
rend. With a
Kk nmozement, ho

7

|
nless articles, anengat whic

Iy woere a Tnndle of
ity geathered from a dust.

mge-cakes " )
T eare fully falilesd in
) 5

Wl aponges, ©
heatr, ) Taimilod *
A quantity of ol leather, care

epnpur, was narked, e
o pop beattles were filled with

now bore the pseription, ey gin
the eatables, upon whicl Poddls Tl cope
all his own’ ated dis chuma' spare eadhy, thers
wae not n sigt, AL e bettom of the lag e
came nernss nnethier note

“Chanks for the gruht We are laund for

e ol Priory this hall, and Marker, Dayne,
andd sours traly will do full justice to your grand

selection.—(

ol howled TPodidles, when Jie ronlised
the Tl extent of the encmies” depredations.
e wotten thieveal 10 thith dean't the very

[N

dathed
Nalle “Weo  knnw

Ol monned
Clily and Lis gang to he o pretty low lot, Tt
to pinel other

1 nover thought they'd st

follown' wruh,  Wh o, wneaking

jape ! The dirty cads !
"mlvllv--" face wis a stiedy. The magnitude

Al their loss seetied to have quite stunned fim

Ta slowly picked up the thistles again, nnd

eyrd theiedeooping heads i a howildered

way.

“The enly  thing that atrikes home!"
annppsed Rl Russell savngely. *You weee an
nrt, Toddy, ta loave the gruli wheee those
roltors coull get ot it! You micht have

pronel

minceed
y oo thing'll

list

i not

To toss out the

ITin care-
in_contact  with
withdrew  them

into the

wown writing for a

wnesend themo misernhln Shell iidvers would
wape at nothing, T 1o thineg son can e
to il nocorner and
e wetlers !
the wmpty bagg sl

AL Dt memnent Lawson ininor cnme® running
ek, Arhing on Jackts advice, he Jad oo
upe his clothes to dey, Being an pemiois kel
of wn individunl, 1o had mproviend a queer-
Yooking garment far hinsell by stringing to-
gothee somo huge  dock deaves, The nppears
anen he prosented, with his limbs sticking oot
of this atrangn costumo, wis extraordinary, and
mado hix ehums momentarily forgzet the loss
h hiel wustained,

' the phibi coma ashare ™" yelled Tafly
Fyans, *Tally-ho! Help me 1o catch the
Tggae white | pat salt on his til 1 Laok ab
tho nien new piony iCs got onl Whoa, you
almtrepnreous hieast |

Lot o, you asa!’ hissed Lawson wminor,
skipping smimbls ubout. 1 had to pul soine-
thing on, know, and Hhis was The ‘u-l thing
I could think of. Il nake myselfl decent
ngain nx soon as my logs are dey. Mar, you
wrinning image, if vou coma any nearer, [l
put it weross you ! Where's the blessed grub?*

It wis n painful rominder.

CThe heoligan ! Lawson minor gasped,
when ho hind been informed of what Cliffard &

‘0. had_done. ' Oh, L say, this is toc had !

‘0.
1'm famishing, and 1'm boastly shivery ! Now
T'II hinve do it with an emply tummy for over
an hour hefore 1 ean dreas ! And e Inoked
dike weepin

“I1'e two mileth back to Pelham ™ moaned:
Poddles.

~Mae wna striding op and down, ennmerating
in lawd tones the hideous tortures hio would
subject the Shellites 1o when he eame neross
them,

“ Look here, T know what wo can do ! cried
Jock Noble, taking the leadership, na ha

(Continued on the nert page.)

Tho attendant took m grip on Markers coat-collar, and
the n t, sarryin astonlshed palr dangling
easily as If they been m

then mada for

pal before him as

ere babes.
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wuch emergencies. *“ Hlow much
in the crowd 17

of all theie pockets resulted
o shilling and cightpence hall-
ucht to licht.
exclamed Jn}\, ; ‘

g 1 tess up to find out who must cu
\h:“x 1.‘.‘)1““},” Rrown's tuckshop for as much
crubs ma e will huy.”

The spin of the eoin decided that he and
Beb el should be the messengers.

SNy bae! said Jack, ns they wers pre-
aring to st out. We'll be back under the
lu-ur You chaps can sit ro; and map out
somne extra special punishments for Chffy
hin lot for this bit of business.  Something

Ceep your eyes peeled, Lawson! If
that old sport we saw prosling about with
gun a little earlier on catches sight of you he
might take vou for a_new hind of spring
chicken. Dest log fint, Bob!"

usaally dulin
voin Bave we left
¥ 1

“Lanean, not s

THE Znd CHAPTER.

Jack Has n Find That Me Thinke May

Come in Useful—At the Electric Theatro—

Clifford & Co. Feal Put Out.

E caught sicht of it hanging up in
Maother Drown's, so we annexed
it remarked Jack  Noble,
amacthing out what losked like

u pla Tho little party had had their

delayed feed, amd were beginning to feel in

better trim. .

Besides tho one and cightpence halfpenny,
Jock and Bob had pledged themselves to
Mother Ilrown to the extent of mnother two
shillings, being quite unable to resist “the
dainties displayed on her counter.

All things corsidered, they had fared moet
sumptuoasly, despite? Clify & Co's low

tartios,

The bill Jack exhibited announced that a
cinematograph entertainment would be given
every alternoon wnd evening in Charbuey.
The little town was out of bounds, but, as Mr.
Slaney had not troubled to inquire in what
direction their destination' lay, his permission
would hold good for this nlsa. Unfortunately
they lacked thn funds that vould enable them
to indulge in the extra freat.

“ Awlully rotten, T wall i ghed Jack,
taring misnrably hefore him. t must be
rrible to b always stoney, like some chaps
aro. ‘In Gipsy llands'"—rending from the
bill. " That's the fine eet of pictures that are
taken fram that nobby yarn in *The Boys'
Friend." It's enough 1o make o chap go and
prawn his Lest Sunday tile—so it is! 1 wonder
3l that shortsighted ™ old chn(\x down nt the
marine store could be persuaded to give us o
couple of bob for this old cricket-bag? ™

“T have it!" cried Lawson minor.

If it's the cash, kid, trot it out!
thing else you are welcome to keep."

““It's the ncedful, Jock! My togs weren't
here when you were collecting for, the feed,
you know, I forgot there's hall-a-thick-'un
stowed awasy in one of the pockets, it
there last puy-day, 'con it happened to ten
bob more than my pater u-un‘l_\' sends along,
and 1 thought— .

Sever mind your thoughts, my aflluent
friend! They're alwaye amazingly brilliant,
but we won't troulile you to trot ‘em out juet
at present, Ten bob! My hat! Lawson, old
chap, "ve rescued us from the slough of
. that's what you've done! There was
absolutely nothing left for us 1o do but to sit
bern and watch the Kitterpalless—pittercallers
—hang the word ! —caterpallars eat, the grass
wrow, and listen to Tully's friend, the old pike
splashing about,  Consider vourself knighted,
easbov ! Tl chuck in this V.Coas well 1

duek deew out nosmall bundle of printed
Ietters, and, selecting the (wo particular ones
he required,. moistened  the gummed  sides,
then stuck them on Lawson's chest.

“ Found “em as we were on our way back

" Juek remarled, displaying his
think they're what tradesmen
use for sticking on their windows. There's sll
the letters of the alphabet here two or three
times over, and they muy come in useful some

Any-

ay. Let's step out, boys! If we cut away
now, we'll get there before the show's half
over, sud you can sce u Job of pictures in an
hour. Do “ston grousing, Poddy! Al the

grousing in the world won't bring back what
Clifly mausged to nick. You'se had = g
feed. w9 what mmore do you want? "'

1 wath thinking, Jack—""

“ Here's another chap starting to think | "'~
despairingly. ** Dido't you hear me fell Law-
ron to cheese it?  1t'N give you the pip, sure—
epecially in such Il:ml weather !

* Yeth, but—
At this rate, we'll be

“Oh, ring off, do!
gelll'lfl'g there just in time to ece ‘ery coming
out !

. Poddles said no more; but he walked along
in an abstracted ctate, silently grieving over
the loss of the particular daintios he had so
carefully et aside for his own benefit.

It had taken nearly half an hour's haggling
to induco Mother Brown to give him seven for
a shilling. In his iruagination he could see
them disappesring down the throats of Clifford
and his cronies, uone of whom were capable
of properly appreciating the delicacy of their
flavour.

It was rotten hard luck, to »
Poddles war wrathful, and wi
He amote & visionary Chifford fair

v_the least.
Just cause.
and square

in, you fat idiol,” howled
Mac, “and you'll get & thick ecar!
What d’you mean by barging » chap who

wasna sayin' a wor
1 thought

wol
*Weally, I'o thorry, Macalpine!
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The Missing *“ Tuck ” (cont.

ath thome other duffer T wath thmacking

i o
T ought it wath Clifford T wath
hitting. I wath J..}: y\'l'|v~luy »ing the part 1 will
\ peet the ead !
Il:'\l,‘l“,':f;".i]..“il aguin, that's -.II! 1 can standd
A Lnnﬂ:; -l"mn {lm ;l‘]q-_mml 'u‘:
4 sur shoulder-ofl mutton fist is a wel
rf.?"..&.‘"hé‘;:\-' to h‘{ n kfl‘vl.ow unawares with.

o t'was o brick
1 ﬂ' ::nlu"(;\immg a _quarter to lour as the
chums were |m~\|ngvlh<\ church. As the enter-
tainment lasted until five, they had still time
fo see plenty for their money.

« Qix, please!™ said Lawson to the man at
the pay-desk. s
“Which seats, sir?
ixpenny ones.” . ;

“Yes, sir; certainly, sir! Morgan, kindly
conduct these young gentlemen to the stalls.”

Business was not over brisk at the =mall
electric theatre.  Sixpence was the top charge,
and half a dozen reats at that price, especially
when they had given up all hope of obtaining
any more patrons that afternoon, was n wind-
fall.

Morgan, a giant well over six fect, obse-
quiously conducted the boya towards the front
seats. which were more than half mn,-e_v. .

*Thank you, Goliath!" said Jack, edging

¢ amount of

past their “huge conductor when they were
inside. ** You needn’t trouble about us. You
can trdt back to the door and catch a few

more flies! " )

The place was in semi-darkness, out of which
the attentive faces of the mengre audience
loomed. The low prices of admission appealed
to the bucolic Charburyites,

As [ar as the chenper seats were concerned,
patronage was fairly plentiful. The machine
wns projecting o humorous series on to the
werern as the boys entered, and the laughter of
the country people was loud and continuous.

Jack and hie chums contented themselves
with seats about twelve rows from the front.
Abovn the roar of mirth, Jack soon detected
a sound that seemed curiously familiar to him

—n #hrill, enckling giggle. 1le peered through
the gloom, trying to locate this, but for a long
time was unsuceessful.  All at once he sprang
t s feet, glaring townrds the front row.

" yelled the people

down—sit down!
behind.

Jack sat down, quite content with what he
had discovered.

“They're here he whispered to Bob
Russell,” who occupied the next seaf.

““Who are here? The King of the Cannibal
Isles? The Rajah of Ramporoo? Who do
you mean, old boy? ™
*Cliffy and hi€ crew! The whale bilin' of
‘e are sitting in the front row, trying to look
like »o many little bloomin' dooks and earls!
I heard Bayne's «illy cackle the moment I sat
down, but couldu’t for the life of me think
who was making the idiotic noise. Pass the
naws along !

At that moment the lights went up. The
humorous series had come to an end, and an
elderly female approached the footlights, to
commence warbling something about ** Sweet-
beart Days." 3

“Isn't she u duck?” whispered Valence.
““What n memory she must have to be able
to go back so far! I say, look at those con-
ceited beggars in the front! You'd think they
wore—"" :

“Shut up, can't you!" hiesed Jack. * Do
vou want 'em fo hear you? If they happen to

ook round, they'll twig us at once. I've got a
glorious idea ot the back of my head, if only 1
con get o chunce to carry it out. Something
that will pay 'em out for the rotten jape they
played on us. Il you chapy see me move oul
of my scat when the lights go out, don't try
to follow me.- Just sit atill and wuit for the
result.” -

The Clifford clique, little; dreaming there
were other Pelhamites in the place besides
themselves, continued to sit with their faces
directed towards the stage, waiting for tho
moment when the vocalist would disappear
behind the scene and for the pictures to re-
commence.

The  Shellites were on their best
behaviour.

They were clearly trying to creste the im-

v

very
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Poddy.,  The
“What Wo huve

onary,

our heastly  confections
m:

notte for all Tiritishers

OO hold ' You had ‘em, but you couldn't
keep ‘om. I0 T hear you grousin again, you
aro in_for a thick ear! Sit wtill, and Keep

‘our giddy optie on this child!”
)(f;v:omeunlunily Nohle longed for was not,
long in  presenting itsell. Th."-n"':]'.‘ that
separated his little party from Cli ||; s wero
mostly emply, the sixpenny patrons being, ns
Vleniea romarked, like currants in a railway
bun—very far apart, 10 he could manage 1,
get round and creep into the second row with.
aut attracting the attention of their rivals, ho
thought he could mcur-fhxlly carry oul the
plan that had suggested itecll. i
Immediately the lights were lowered again
he left his chair, sidling ncross the intervening
distance as noiselessly ns he could, his move-
ments followed by the eager eyes of his chums.
What Juck intended to do they could not
oven guess. l " 4
T[m':} could see him fumbling with eomethin
I extracted from his pocket, when he ha
reached the position he wanted; then, after
applyving the mysterious nrticles to his mouth,
reach over nnd touch Clifford and his friends
lightly on their backs. The Shellites did not

ccem to notice thesa gentle attentions. They
conlinued to stare hard before them.
“What's  the whoeze?"  whispered Dob

Russell, when the captnin of the Third was
back in his place. *What d'you mean by
playin' the benignant uncle and stroking the
+houlders of that rotten crew? Why didn't
you biff ‘em?"’ .
O wWait and see!" his chum whispered.
“When the lights go up there ought to be
some fun!"

But Russell couldn't wait. His curiosity
was fired. Tlo stood up on his chair vainly
trying to pierce the semi-darkness.
it dawn! Sit down!"” bawled out those
whose view ho was obetructing.

Morgan, the huge attendant,
and leaned over Bob's shoulder.

T mus’ really hinsist 'pon you youn' gentl'-
men keepin' your seats!" he began. ** Werry
sorry to complain, but 'em be'ind can’t sed
through you."

*1 can sce through you all right, Goliath !"
chuckled the offender. ““As transpurent as
1ulley's giddy comet, you are, my whisky-
breathing giant! lere's a nimble tanner.
Run away and poiuon the atmosphere else-
where, will you?'

The huge attendant's fingers eagerly closed
over the coin.

* I don't want to be nasty, youn' gentl'man,”
he wheezed, nearly overpowing Bob with the
lingering odour of rum, *but 'em be'ind 'as
'ad to shout ‘sit down' before.”

*“How can those behind ahout out before,
you big noodle? Oh, run awsy and sell pro-
krammes "

But Bob
offence.

Jack Noble's actions, after he had laken that
mysterious somrthing from his pocket, had
been carclfully observed by all his chums, but
Russell alone was in a position to guess what
that something was, and what the nature of
the trick Jack had played on their unsuspect-
ing rivals was,

Noble kept obstinately silent on the subject.
The rest could hear his low chuckles, and could
feel the enlire row of seats shaking under ihe
violence of his mirth, but confide in them he
would not.

* Wait and see!" wns the only anewer he
would vouchsafa.

The anticipation of something extra good in
the way of a jape quite robbed the pictures of
their interest.

The serics camo to an ond at Iast, the lights
went up again, and a podgy-looking little man
emerged from behind the sereen,

This was Signor Blenski, described on the
programme as the world-famed tenor. The
signor commenced to mnke good this claim by
offering, in a very high-pitched voice, frantio
appeals to the object of his affections—named
Moaud—a young [ady who seemed to require
an extraordinary amount of persuasion belore
che would venture into a.certain garden the
singer veemed anxious sho should.

But even the signor's ferrific noles were

approached,

was careful not to repcat the

pression that they were per ges of import-
ance.

‘They had expended st least an hour's labour
on their toilet before setting aut. They had
donned their best clothes, and the toppers they
had so carefully deposited at their feet were of
the g:louueag dascrirlnliam

nd, so immaculate were their collars,

hull-lowered lights were reflected in a I;;m‘nl:\e
ous row upon ths gleaming surface. There
were five in the party, and each one had con.
trived to part his pamade-plastered locks in
ryecue]y the same way. Alloielher. Cliffy and
i

P

rolect gathering presented a most exeni.

wa

purloiners of their feed with
* The [rabjous idiota!
© ! The miserable grub.sneakin

If I only had a_squirt, an' soms of Stephens’
best blue-black, I'd soon spoil the look of thair
nice new collara!  They look like dummy
he“u;- p-: ping I}IVOI n u;'l:’ilewkuchlq-& wall X";

b muth weally go and ss ifford what he
did  with—" ge_g.n Poddles, when Noble
yanked him back into his seat with more force
lhcheramony.

“ Keep  qui you meandering elephant,
can't you " issed. * Didn't I say I know
how to get even with the beggars?! Leave 'om
lo your unclel Never mind grieving over

growled Bob Russell, eyeing the
.

lead | by the uproar that broke out imme-
diately the illuminations were .at the full

ugain.
He-haw ! howled

" Ho-haw!
penny patrons. .

“ He-haw ! He-hew !” echoed the few occu-
pants of the higher-priced seats. Thoss in 1he
:y-:pcnny sonts ame specially demonstra-
iv

“ He-he-haw they yelled. “Wag xeor
l‘l‘ul:! Flop z‘u'y'?\m: Go-uck! Salt! Sak!

ant any sadt! ny peelin's for the moke?
Whoa, Neddy! Go-ack, Go-ack!"

““What a beast]
haughty Clifford.
coming to these rhug
have to mix up with such a vulgar lot! I wan-
der what on carth the idiots sre velling at?
Don't turn round, you chaps! t the ignor-
ant riff-raff see there are = few in the building
who know how to behave themselves. You
don't happen to know what they a® shéuling
or, do you, Marker?'”

Murker, whoss painfully tight collar .was
icting agony upon its pwner, twist his
y_face into a supercilious ex i
Naw!" he lisped in afected tones. ** At
lesst, not exactly. Noble and his crowd are
here, 'cos 1 saw 'em out of the corner of my
eve a little while sgo.  They are sitiing be-
hind u t & dozen rows away.'

the four-
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the worst of
entertainments—you

y row
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ITis left foot, whi .
sloved in Markep's pret AT th
with both feet o,

now encased, (1
Mke a new kind of clumey puts.

Morgan did not wasts fime 15
The house was in a tersible o
had visions of the mansger m,»“‘,“
personal investigations, ik

*“Come hout of it!" he wrahea
lated. With the free hand he tect 5.
of Marker's coat collar, 4
nearest exit. carrying
dangling Lefore him as
been mere babies.

The pale-faced south who bad by
siding at the piano made hasta 15 ey
door, and before they could propedy |
what was taking place, Clifford sod 43
founid themselves seated upon the ol w)
ment outside the building when g
attendant had unceremoniowly fiung tee |
moment later they were joined by tn
dazed Shellites.

Bayne did not wait for such ongsi
ment. Ile saw Morfnn bearing 4w

im, and mado a wi '

d leap for safrr 3
hasto stoving in what was left of the Un
had been their pride, and had cod
nearly a month's pucket-moner.
Crack! Crack! Crack! went the s
ITatless and breathless he _rﬂ!hvd“”
Just in frout of him were bis hurlﬂ,"
in a row, and hurriedly retreatint !
Jdangerous a locality. They ha;l. 4
to him, of course, and what ke &
Dayne gasp. 5
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