That Pcpula.\: “Pop ulas”

By Eric Feyno
In some weys, the Populer wes the most remsrkeble periodicnl which

cver eppeered, meinly beceuse, with few cxceptions, the stories which it
conteined were re-prints of yarns which had previously eppearcd in other
publicetions,

For well over twenty yurrs it wes “populsr" with the young end the
not-so-young, end, cven though its oirculetion may never heve been gigentic,
it mst heve been e profiteble enterprise for the Amelgemeted Press.

THE PENNY POPULIR

It wes on Fridey, Octobér 11th in the yeor 1912, thet the "Penny
Populer" first greced the bookstells. It conteined three stories, end
one cennot but feel, et first sight, thet they made ourious bed-fellows.
One cen sefely essume thet the three stories were of the three most popular
cherectors which the A.P, hendled et thet time, but these three chrracher:
mst heve eppealed to three entirely difforent clesses of rusdere. -

Tom Merry of St. Jim's, Sexton Bleke of Baker Stroet, end Pete, of
Jeck, Sem, and Pete feme. Tom Merry obviously ropesled to the schoolboys
Sexton Bleke woudd eppesl more to youths in their loter teems; I cemnot
determine at all to whet closs of reeder Jeck, Sem, rnd Pote eppesled. I
cennot think,however, that the Tom Merzy fons found much to their 1il

in Sexton Bleke, or thet the detective enthusiests cered much for the school
stories.

Be that es it may, the policy wes obviously suceessful, for the Pemny
Populer cerried on in this style for seversl yeers.

For eny Toeder who found that his teste included a1l three teles, -
end I doubt if there were meny, - the Penny Populer offered grend velué
for money.  Printed throughout on green paper, it contained 32 peges, end
o8 it carried very few illustrations or edvertisements end wea printed in
neet, smell, but eesily renirble type, it presented & wealth of rosding
mettor.

Ia Tumber One wes "Tom Merry — New Boy". Here we have cleer proof
thet the "Gem" wes e more populer prper than the "Magnet" in 1912, Tt s
not surprising. In the Gem in 1912 Mr. Hemilton wes writing some of the
finest Tom Merry stories of his cercer, end the Mgnet wes ploughing elons
in the wake of the Gem.

In "Tom Merzry - New Boy", Tom's form-mester et Clevoring wes Mr.Quelchy,
the Ceptein of Clevering wes Wingete; endWingete's pel was the prafect,
North. Mr. Hemilton often dupliceted the nemes of his chareoters in those
deys, but one cennot but feel that they would have been suiteble altered
in "Tom Merry - New Boy" if the Greyfriars following hed been particulerly
lerge.

Somctines they used old illustrations, - often very deted, - in the
Penny Populer, but Meedoneld drew & new set of illustrations for the
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Tom Merry stories. Though, in 1912, thet fine crtist hed not been illus-
treting the Gem for mony yerrs, his work hed become irrevocebly associsted
with Tom Merry.

The first Penny Pophiler cover bore three pictures,- one from erch
story,- end this policy was followed for o coneiderrble time. Editors
were perticularly conscrvetive with their pepers in those deys, snd it may
heve been the unchenging style of the pepers which endearcd them 8o to old
readers.

"Tom Merry - New Boy" wes o re-print of "Tom Merry's Schooldeys" in

No.3 of the Gem. The Juck, Sem, end Pete stury, by S. Clerke Hook, wes
“Voleeno Islend", probebly reprinted from the "Mervel'. The Sexton Blske
yern wos "The Cese of the Tressure Hunters", end onc sssumes that this ceme
from the "Union Jack". Perheps Mr. Bond, thet ruthority on Bleke, cen
verify or refute this.
THE FIRST XMiS NUMBIR

No.11 wes something of & Christmec Number, though the
only tole introducing the sesson wes the Sexton Bleke item, called "The Orde
of Relesse".
HiHRY WHARTON ARRTVES

Unherelded end unenncunced, 2 new seriel sterted on
pege 30 of Number 18, This wes "Herry Wherton's Scheoldeys". It was e
serielised version of the first story in the Megnet. This ended in No.23,
end Herry Wherton deperted.

POPLETS
* With No.31, ® competition called "Poplets" sterted. Though the
prizes were vory small by present stenderds, this competition wes epparentl;

populer, for it ren, off end on, for o long time in the peper.
- CURTOUS COVER

No.34 carried its threc-picture covor on the lest pege.
On the front wes e re-production of Lnmswors 25th birthdey Number, published
on June Tth 1913.
WHERE IS HE NOW?

In No.36 wes published the recsult of the lsb Poplets
Competition. The wimner of the first prize of 20/- wes J.E.Jones, of
37 Stenwell Roed, Penerth, neer Cordiff, I wonder if he is still living,
end what he thought of the Penny Populer.
NUMBER FIFTY

With No.50 the style end meke-up of the Penny Populer hed

not chenged in the smellest deteil. . There were still 32 green vagos,
with the three-picture cover. In this issue the Sexton Bleke story
“"Hunter end Hunted Too" wee placed first in the prper. The Tom Merry tele
"The Bogus Eleven", come second, nd third was "A Ieep for Life", the Jeck,
Sem, end Pete tole.

X

This yesr, Christuss wes not obscrved nt nll in this wnigus
peper. Tom Merry, in fect, wes ewey et ser, with St.Jim's eflost on the

r
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S.8.Condor,  hetuelly, this wes e summor series, but they nover bothered
cbout sessons in those errly Penny Populers.
COVER CH.NGE )

With Fo.71 crme thu first slight chrnge in the Pop. The three-
picture cover wes dropped from now on. No.7l hrd s full-psge illustretion
by Vacdonald, showing Gussy wotking e living npperetus, in his efforts to
sclvege the wrecked "Condor".

B il _OURS

In No.72, for the first time, the Editor hed » chet
column, under the heading "Botween Ourselves". He drew, thorein, ettention
to the cover imnovation, £nd mentioned thetHirry Lene hed drewn that week's
full-page illustration to the Sexton Bleke story. From this time on, for
some considersble time, Mrodonsld drew ell the covers, rlterneting Tom
Merry with Sexton Bleke. No.99, however, hed the reproduction of em old
Gem illustretion, drewn, I believe, by J.A.Cummings.
THE WAR . y
No.101, published Ssptember 11th 1914, hed on thé cover's plotur
of Saxton Blake face to foce with the Keiser. The story wes "The Imperiel
Spy", which seemed up-to-the-minute, »ut wes probebly an old Blake story
edepted.

ng now the mumber of peges wes Teduced to 28, end the covers
were frequently wer picturcs, drewn by our old fricnd Chepmen. Bub, with
Nou114, the peges were incrcesed to 32.

THREE YRS OLD ek
Nc.156, October 18t 1915, bore the heading "Three yoers old
to-dey,~ and still the bust complete story book". It still hed 32 neges,
and the three completo stories. But the Bditor, in "Between Ourselvest®,
stoted thet his peper's circulstion scmstimes geve csuse for "greve slerm!.
He commented "It is high time thet our circulstion leeped sheed," fhich
looked ominous for ths existing policy.

With No.207, the mumber of peges Aropped to 24.  But Sexton
Bleke, Tom Merry, snd Petc cerriod on until No.221.

CHANGE OF POLICY

With No.222, Greyfriers ceme into the picture. To celebrste

"The Chums of Greyfricrs" wes given ewsy

free. And it was Sexton Blake who fcll by the wey. No.222 conteined "The|
lieking of Herry Whrrton". the firet tele in the Magnet, snd the ono which
had been serielised so cesually in the Pop, three yeers before. ~In this
issue was "With Pick and Lemp", a Peto story, end the Tom Merry tele wes
"Tom Werry's Cineme". ind cach story mow oerried the 0ld end originsl
illustrations. :

th No.227, the number of peges was reduced to 20.

JIMMY JOINS UP

WHith No.236 it wos ennounced that "On Friday next Jimmy
Silver & Co of Rookwood will meke their eppesrence in the Penny Popular'.
So, with No0.236, Jeck, Sem, & Pete 88id good-bye for ever to the Popular.
Their finel tele wes cntitled "Pete's Motor Bike".
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No,237 bore the ennouncemsnt on the cover "The ill-School
Stery Peperl”  For some unknovn Teeson the Rookwood series did not begin
with the first Jimmy Silver story, but with e rether feeble yern cclled
"The Rockwood Wexworks" .
A STRLNGE COVER
And so the Populer continued with St.Jim's, Greyfrisars,
end Reokwood. For seversl months the covers elternated with re-prints of
0ld Gem end Mognet illustretions.
But the cover of No.267 wes extremely wnususl. It purported
to illustrete the Rookwsod story "The Terrible Thomes", and ropresented e
. bedreggled Smythe reising his topper to Dr. Chisholm. But that picture
* hed eppeered in "PLUCK" in 1906, illustratins en entirely different tale,
+ long before Rookwood wes: thought of. Why it was uséd, eléven yeers later,
to illustrete & tole in the Populer is a mystery,

CERISTM'S 1917
No.269 was thé first resl Christmee Nuubér of the Ponny
Populor, emd the only Double Number in the history of the peper.  The Pop
wes mow printed on rother poor quelity paper throughout, end the cover
showed Billy Bunter gezing et o ghostly Christmes puiding,  The issuo con-
sisged of 32 peges, cost 2d, and centrined "Billy Bunter's Christmes Dreem"
"Christmes nt Cliveden", ¢ story of Cliveden School, by Cherles Hrmiltons
The Ghost of St.Jim's", cn old Gem Christmes story which shored with one
:-other St.Jim's tele the distinction of being the story most often re-printod
end finelly e Rookwood tele "Snowed Up". It wes » tip~top Christmes Numbex
THEE END OF THE BRGIVNING
With the following issus, N0.2T1, the Pop was
reduced to 16 prges, end the print wes o smoll thet eye-strein wes ine i
evitobles
B 2 : In 286 it wes snnownced thet, owing to tho peper
shortage, the Penny Populer would be incorporoted with ™The Boys' Friend',
but thet when conditions improved, it v-uld eppeer rgrin. So, on Mrch
29th 1918, five end e half ycors eftor.its initiel rppeerence, the Pop
dieeppeered until heppier deys:
NEW_SERIES
Less then # yeer leter,- on Pridey, Jrnuery 24th 1919, the
“Penny Populer" wes back on the stells.  In oppéerence and ley-out it wes
exectly-the seme es when 1% hrd temporerily retired. The nome was still
"Penny Popular", though the price wes mow 13d. < ‘No.l, New Serics, hed e
cover plcture showing Bunter with his postel-order,— en old Magnet illustre-
tion by Lrthur Clerks. The peges mumbered 16, -nd the print wes still fer
too smell, The opening yerns were "3illy Sunter's Postel-Order"; "The
Rivels of Rookwood"; end "D'ircy's Dolusions"
With Number 1 wom givon e "Megnificent Art Plete of Billy
Bunter", by Chepmcn, With No.2 come e free Art Plate of Gussy, by
Mecdonald.
THE SUBS TikE OVEK
One con essume that the resurrected Pop wes not too
successful, for in No.17, New Series, it wes ommoimced thet from hence-

forth the peper would contein THREE ENTIMELY ORIGIN.L Stories of the three
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femous Schcols, They didl  And they proved to be completely feeble
efforts from "sub" writers. L long end boring series of Greyfricrs stories
told of how the chums toured the counties pleying cricket. TWith No.32 e
character nemed Dennis Cerr mede his sppserence nt Greyfriers. He pleyed
the leed in these "Pop" Greyfriers stories for severrl months and he even
beceme Cavtein of the Remove, By tho time No.52 wes roeched, eer:
1920, the "POP" hed increesed to 20 peges, Dennis Corr still led the chums
of Greyfriers, but Tom Merry now left the peoer, and he wes repleced by e
serial "Mick of tho Movies"., With tw> sub stories of Groyfriars end Rook—
wood Tospectively plus & seriel, the “Pou" progremme et this time would
not seem to have been very attrective.
A CHINGE OF KLME ¥

With No.84, New Series, the Penny dropped from the title,
end the paper becrmo "The Populer". By this time, the eorly adventure
Rookwood sturies hed returned, but the new Greyfriers teles still contimued,
with Demnis Cerr in the leed. This No.B4 conteined » new serirl ™hs $word
of ‘the Temples" by Bdmund Burton; the Groyfriers story wes "Demnig Cerr's
Compect; -2 second seriel wes "The Exploits of Ferrers Locke, Detective!
by Meurice Eversrd; o third seriel "Fighting for Feme, being the life
story of film ster Eddie Poloj the Rookwood re-print wee entitled "Tommy
Dbdd's Misteke". Altogether, mot e very ettrective bill of frre.

RETURN OF THE B'RLY GHUYFRI K8 Y.INS

Wo.101 conteined "Christmes et Bunter
Court", the lest of the new Greyfriers stories ferturing Demnis Cerr. The
old Greyfriers yrrns were beck in 102, the opening story being "The Fead's
Secret", the story which t51¢0f the finding of the Heed's deughber, Rosie
Tocke,

BILLY BUNTER'S WEKLY

%ith No.107. "Billy Bunter's Weekly" mode its 1mt151
eppearence,  This new supplement wes to run, off mmd om, for some years
in the Popular. Though it reelly bore little rescmblence to eny genuine
school megezine, Bunter's Yeekly hed e dufinite chrrm of its own, ent it
certainly made the Populer progremme more attrective. Populer No.109 had n
femous cover, teken from on eorly Magnet, showing Lob Cherry holiing his red
scerf over the reilwey signel to seve o trein from creshing into the car of
lr. Verncn Smith. By now, the Pop wes essuming the form which wes hereld-
ing tho heydey of the peper. The mess of scricls hod been dropped end this
issue contained "Seving the Heed", en cerly Greyfrirrs yarn; "The Colominl
Co in Trouble", en carly Reokwood yernj Billy Buntor's Weekly Supplements
a Ferrers Locke seriel "i Merked Men"; end ¢ grllery column cf the mein
charecters, this particuler week's derling with Jimsy Silver. The old
Poplots competition returned, too.

CHRISTML.S 1921

The Christmas Number of that year found the Populer contimui-
ing with this policy. This issue conteined ¢ Christmes story of the Rook-
wood chums "The Treitor Guest'; "Coker's Short Ieign", o re-issue of Coker
es Ceptein of tho Schcol; the Grend Christmss Number of "Billy Bunter's
Teekly"; on instelment of "The Invisible Reider", - Ferrers Lord serirl by
Sidney Drew, rmd the 47th edition of the new Poplets competition.
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1A BIG CHANGE o i
No.161, New Series, merked o new end prosperous phase in
the Iife of the Populer. The veper wes incrersed to 28 pages, snd the
price beceme 2d. ' For e number of weeks, frec coloured srt pletes of Reil-
wey Engines were given ewey. Let us heve p peep rt the programme in this
Populer Nc.161, in its new enlerged form. The Frank Richerds' Schuoldeys
et Ceder Creek stories now sterted, re-printed from "Ths Boys' Fricnd",
For some reescn the first story wes omitted, end the Populer stertcd with
whet wes reelly the second story of the series, "iestwerd Bound". The
Greyfriars story wes "Vernon-Smith Decleres Tier", the ovening of the famous
old series in which ths Bounder ceused ell the Fomous Five to be expelled,
one efter the other. Tom Merry wes beck, desoribed es the most populer
schoolboy in the world. The story wes"The St.Jim's futo-Suvgesters", the
first of e very poor series of St.Jim's tees by heck writers. These new
St.Jin's teles compered very unfevourebly with the excollent re-prints of
the other two schcols.  "Billy Bunter's Weekly" still ocoupied the cemtre
peges. * "Holding the Fort" wes the Rookwood story of an esrly rebellion
et the femous school. There wes ¢ peinting competition, in which reeders
weré Invited to'peimt Mornington's fency weistcoat. The sttractive new
progremme wes comploted by e now Sidney Drew seriel "Gen Wega's Ielend".
So, one imagines, the Pop cerried on, with ever-increesing circulation.
In No.179 eppeered the world-femous old story "Bob Cherry's Berring Out,
end the Pop cervisd the well-known picture from the old Megnet cover.
ANQTHER' CHKTSTMAS
The Christmos Number of 1922 hed little, if eny, Yuletidel
flevour. The progremme wes 8till re-prints of Gruyfricrs, Rookwood, end
Ceder Creek, and e new heok-written St.Jim's story, nlus Punter's Teekly.
The seriel wes now "The Rivel Sportsmen" by Victor Nolson. None of the
storics hed e Christmes setting. .
With N0.207, #nd for several wesks eftor, glossy photo-
grephs of "Famous Sportsmen" were given awey. oy

W,
THE OID-TIME SERIALS L
T For o long time, the Populer presented scrials in old-
time settings. Tho first,of these, "Stand end Duliver" by Devid Goodwin,
stertod with No.212. This wes followed by "The Outlew King" by Morton Pikd,
which commenced with No.223.  After this osme "The Leewuo of Seven', slso
by Morton Pike, sterting in No.234. Then ceme "Morgan o' the iein' by
J.R.Stemer, sterting in 249. 4

THE GEOST STORY AGAIN

From No.161, when the "Tupenny" Populer hed sterted
until §o.255 there wes no chenged et n1l in the policy of the péper. But
with Nu.256 the hack stories of St.Jim's hed ecnded ond the re-prints begrn
agein. The first one wes no other then thet femous Christmes yern "The
Ghost of Sk.Jim's" which hed buen re-printed beforc in the Populer Christmed
No. of 1917. This time it wes ecturlly divided into three seperatc storied
for three consecutive weeks, The titles were "The White Monk of St.Jim's"
"Mr. Selby's Mysterious Guest" end "The St.Jim's Ghost Funters".

CHRISTMLS 1923

Lnother Christmas Number found the Populer much more
Christmessy. "The Night Rider" by Morton Pike wes mow the old-time seriel
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The St.Jim's story wes the one lest memed in the previous parsgraph.
Rookwood geve "The Phentom Abbot". Billy Bunter's Weekly wes revlete
with snow, holly, end Christmes puddings, The Greyfriers tale wes not
seesoneblc - "Down in the Depths", » Vernon-Smith yorn. The Ceder Creek
tele, "Chunky, the Spoofer", was rlsu out of seoson. Still, it wes e
first-rete Christuos issue, o1l told.

ANOTHER CHANGE

Tith No.271, the covers were sttrectively printed in blue
insteed of black ink, end for e considersble time the Popular wes distinc-
tive with its blue ond white covers.

No.272 hed an ettractive picture on the front, drewn by
Macdoneld, to illustrete the re-printing of the femous St.Jim's tele of
"The Mystorious X". This story which had ocoupiod two issues of the Gem
ebout 1912, was extonded to three stories for the Pupuler,
AND.50 ON

hen the 300th number, new series, wes reeched, the megnificent

progremme wes unchenged, end one oen essume thet the Pop wes in its heydey.
With No,305, e Hobby Supplement wes intrcduced, end this. eppesred. elter-
nately now with Billy Bunter's Weekly, though it is probeble thet most.
roaders preferred the Veekly.

CHRISTMS 1924 :

Once sgoin the Rookwcod title wes "The Phentom LbBot", -
though it wes » differcnt ebbot this time. Abbots were well sprinkled
over the Ruckwcod yeers, I fency. "Coker's Infetuction" told of ‘Coker-in
love. The Hobby Supplement wes in the cemtre of the peper. i Christmas
Adventure" was the re-print of a heck-written Telbot tele. The Beckwoods
tele wes "The Ceder Creck Tressure-hunt', eni the old-tine sericl wes mow
"Dick o! the Highwey" by Devid Goodwin.

So 1924 pessel on its wey, with no chenge in the genersl
progTeme of tho poper, though the publishin dey Wes now Tussdry instend
of Fridey.

In pessing, the p— story in No.360 wes once.more .
entitled "The Phentom Abbot" for the third yeer in succession. Somebody
seemod to be lecking in imsginetion.

CHRISTMAS AGAIN

n 0,361, the Christmes Nuwber for 1925, good-bye weg said
to the Ceder Creck stories. 4s o Christmes Number, this issuc wesn't
With No,362 e series of Robin Hood tc1és commenced. They were probebly
re-prints, though whers they cemc from I cemnot sey. In 366 e Devid
Goodwin story comuenced its Tun, "The Schoolboy Mill-owners".

RED, WHITE, end BLUE

With the advent of the red, white, end blue cover,-
end very ettrective it wos,- in No.391, yet mnother stepping-stonc wes
reached in Pepuler history., This issue.was published on July 24th 1926,
end the first of a set ¢f ocut-vut figures of cricketers wes presented. The
stories were "A Cell for Help", the re-print of the first of those very fer.
fetched Levison-Dirk Power yrmms; then came "Peter Todd's Peril"; the
serisl, under the neme of cricketer Patsy Honzren, was "The Test. Metch Kid"
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F. St. Mers_geve 2 fine neture tele' "Iovell's tusiness Deal" wes well up
to the ususl Rockwood stenderd; the Robin Hood yarn wes "Sir Brien's Cartel!
end the progremme wes completed with sn erticle on "Bowling". A4 fine summey
mnber.
ROUND THE YULE-10G

This wes the title of the Bditor's cmc in the Christmes
Rumber for 1926. This heeding wes T of the t. Cen
you guess the title of the Rookwood tele in this 1seue? After "The Phanton
4bbot" for three yeors running, they mow geve us "The Phentom Prior", "het
8 burst of originelity! G.E.Rochester's scrial "The Fresk of St.Freda's"
wes now going strong. “Herry Wherton's Triumph" took place st the home of
Kerr of St.Jim's; F. St.Mers' neture tele wes "The Greet White Terrcr, the
story of 2 poler beer; "The House of Peril" wes Destwood House, with 7ildreke
in the lesd; the Robin Hood yern was "Normen egeinst Sexon". I wonior who
wrote these old-time mesterpicces.

SEXTON BLAKE'S KETUKN

Now, eftur & lepso of 12 yuers, Sexton Bleke returned
o the Popular, replacing the Robin Hood serics. The first story "The
Helderstone Peerls" sppeered in No.434, end as Tinker did not evpeer in the
series, they were, presumebly, very old yerns. At this time, the very long
series of Rookwood in the Wild West wes going strons.

CERISTM'S 1927

‘s usuel, with the Populer, the Christmos Number wes not
particulerly seesoneble. The ghostly prior wee once more in evidence in
the Ruokwood ‘story, though the title this year wos "Texes Lick's Ghost Funt!
"Cerdew, the Geod Semariten” hed no Yule-tide flavour; Ferrers Locke snd
Jeck Dreke, re-printed from the Boys' Iiereld, hed repleced Sexton Blrke, and|
were “Dogged by Denger"; Billy Sunter wes king of the Cennibels on the
Congo, ond a seriel by Morton Pike, "Two Sworde for Cromwell", complebed thi
rether unseasonsble fere.

THE RIO KID

3

4nd now, in No.469, e brand new cheracter joined the Populer,-
one of the few originsl ettrections in the Pop's 20 odd yeers. The Rio Kid!
This series, which ren for e long time, wes specislly.written for the Populef,
y Cherles Hemilton, under his mew pen-nome Relph Hedwey. Nuthing botter
ever eppeered in the Populsr or in amy other paper for thet metter. The
Rio Kid stories were grand. Completely convinoing; geogrephicelly correct
to the lest deteil, originel in plot, end full of thrills, these Wild Test
tales hed unforgetteble cherm, I hope, one dry, to porsuede the Biitor of
the C.D, to sllow me to completely "cover" this superb cherscter. For
seversl ycers "The Rio Kid" rode the renges in the good old Pop.

ST, FRANK'S

In ¥0.489, the St.Frenk's stories joined the Populer progremme,
replecing the Ferrers Locke stories.

CHRISTMAS 1928
The 1928 Christmes Number wes moderetely sessonsble.
"Lovell's Christmas Adventure" wes the Rookwood offering.  "The Dovmward
Peth" featured Rushden of St.Jim's, but it hed no Christmes setting.
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"The Ric Xid's Christmes" found the Kid in the smows of the Fueces,- ¢

tip-top Christmss story. "Levison's Bremy" ws the Greyfriers tele.
"Seved by his Chum' wes the St. Frenk's sdventure.
ST. FRINK'S DEPS

St. Frenk's fell from the Popular stoge in No. 542,
end their plece wos token by o series of teles of the Pacific, featuring
the Four Adventurers,led by Dick Polruen.. This series rem until No.567.

CHIISTHAS 1929
The Christmes Ne. of 1929 wes No. 568. It contained o one-|

week olé-time tele entitled "Chempion of the hrema"; "Lovell Gets thet
Crristmes Feeling'; '"The Groyfriars Cevelier'; the pick of the bunch wes
& delightful Rio Kid story "The Treil in the Snow'; end & St. Jim's tele
“Catching  Terter". TWith this story, St. Jim's dropped from the Popular
picture for the last time. :
FERRERS LOCKE iGATN

In the next issue, Ferrers Locke wes beck in-extre-long
detective stories. Though he had, in suppcrt, Greyfriers, Rookwood, end.
the inimiteble kio Kid, the Popular seemed tc heve lost something with the
departure of Tom Merry.

THE BEGIANING OF TH END

Though there Were still meny months of life before
the Populer in April 1930, one sensed somehow thot o1l wes mo longer well ®
with the old peper. There wes e lack of consisfency in the programmes
presented, the ley-out lecked its old cherm, end cven the illustretions
lecksd quality. It is my opinion thet obout this time the Populer prssed
under new editorship. :

In #0.585 o series of Calcroft toles begen,- en
0ld series written long before by Sidney Drew. For » time these stories
ren intermittently with the Rookwood tales, C.mic strips were introduced,
end on unfunny pege by Willie Wengle, the Schuolboy Wizerd. Even'the
editor eceme fecetious in e pege heeded "A Chinwez with your Lditor".

EXTT THE KID
With the deperture of the Ric Kid in No.587, the glory

deperted from Istecl with o vengeence. “/ith No,5688 ¢ serics of scouting
storics of the Popoleki Petrol commenced, end, though these were sarly
stcrios by Charles Hemilton, they feiled to ring the bell in this less
populer Popular. 3 :
THE KID'S RETURN

In No.600, the kio Kid wes beck in a further new series,
probebly es & Tesult of populer demend. In thet issue  motor-recing serie
by Alfred Edger commenced. Bunter wes there in thet femous Bunter Court
series. fnd lo, end behold, the old Cedor Creek series wos re-sterted.
Rookwood wes on the bill, too. The editor wes trying to revive the old
peper, but it wes £ losing wettle. In No.612 the Wtio Kid said good-bye
%o the Popular for the lost time. (Yesrs loter, thot grend choracter
oppecred in a series in the Modern Boy, though the stories were rot of the
seme high quslity as those which hed eppeered in the Populer).
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CLOSING WEEKS

The Populer wes desd, but for  few weeks it would not lie
down, No.613 conteined e hotch-potch of short stories, end only Ruokwood
remeined of the bright progremme of yester yeer.

he Greyfriers chums returned to support Rockwood with No.621
end ¢ Greyfriars yern celled "Poor Old Mossoo" ren as o seriel for severel
consecutive weeks. Poor old Populeri

THE EXD

It wes notsurprise when, in No.628, drted Februery Tth 1931, it
wes announced thét the Populer wos to be re-nemed the Renger. It wes
obvious to everybudy thet the Poo wes closing down end the Renger wes to
teke its plece. Of the old favourites, only Greyfriars end Rookwood were
with it et the finish. In its old rge, the Populer wes cumpletely cnfecble
end few could have cored when it discpperred from the stells. I wonder
how meny of the old supporters sew it through to the bitter end.

The most emezing thing in the Populer history wes its Tepid
detéricration. . In e few short months it changed from e populer periodicel
to o third-rete elsc-ren. It is sed to think thet e poper which cleerly
hed & wonderful history should have feded out. But we who remember the
hey-dey of the grend old Pepuler will elweys reserve for it one of the
softest spots in our sentimentsal heerts.

THE CLAUDE DﬁV L _LIBRIRY

48 issues only. (1st 4 Hos.
Cherlton Lee nrobebly wrote all the stories.

1, 4.10.1902. The Sword of Vengesnce, or How Cleudc Duvel 2nd Prince Rupert
‘buceme Fricnds.

2," v v Strike for the King, or The Bleck Masked Crvelier.
3’ w v TIn the Treck of Deeth, or Cleude Duvel's Fight for the

. Royel Stenderd.
2" b The Fell of the ixe, or Cleude 'mvel tekes to the King's

Highwey .
5, Sentenced to Death, or The Mystery of the Arched-Roof Jungeon.
€, The irmed Men of Alsetis, or Under the Young liing's Bemnor.
7, The House of lystery or The Story of e Hidden Trossure that Ceme to Ligh
8, Lt the Point of the Sword, or Fece to Face with Colonel Blood.
9, The Docm of & Spy, or The Fugitive of Destwick Grenge.
10, i widnight Crime, or in Eye for en Hye end & Tooth for e Tooth.
11, In the Nick of Time, or In the Shadow of Deeth.
12, The Justice of Revenge, or Judge Jeffreys in o Trap.
13, Three Fighting Heroes, or Uneesy Lics the Heed thet Teers e Crowm.
14’ In the Midnight Hour, or The Victim of & Bose Conspireoy.
15, & Ruthdess Foe, or Claude Duvel in the Toils of His Dnemics.
16, Loft to His Fote, or h fight /geinst Forrful Olds. 17, The Blick Death
or 4 Story of the Plegue. 18, Houmbed Treesure, or How Cleude Tuvel Broved
errible Dengers, 19, Ceught ond Ceged, or Claude Duvel's Desperato
Extremity. 20, Kidnepping o King, or Alsetie to the Rescus, 21, The Scerl
Shoe, or Cleude Duvel's Dive. 22, The Emereld Sneke, or In Rochestor's
Grip. 23, The Weir of Death, or The Doom of the Wolf.

2 (Cont'd on p. 33.)




