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PREFACE

the most interesting aspects of the history of Sherlock

Hotnes ta parody and pastiche is the story cycle. The first began

moh as early as 1893, and rather more recently the late
1-

to run in Pw

©
versuted mviily by Bipien of prisieh schoalboys betvess 1915 and
1925, has gone virtuslly unread in the United S and

very existence has been unknown to all but a handful of Saker Street
Irregulars. Yet this parody cycle about Herlock Sholmes end Dr.
jotson nuabers fully one hundred stories. It was published in the
Bricish boys' papers popular during the first half of the twentieth
centary, and vas authored principally by the most prolific vriter n
the English lenguage. This is its histo;

It is not, however, a comprehensive apprectation of the Herlock
Sholues stories as parodies of Sherlock Holmes. Originally it wa
the intention of the authors of this monograph to provide one, in an

First sub
nf “Herlock Sholnss, edited by Otto Penzler sad Subished by The Hys-
terious Press (2.0. Box 334, East Station, Yonkers, New York 10704).
It is the first step in closing the gap, and hopefully mot the last.
G. Lofts, a native and still a denizen of London's St.
m.am aistrict around Baker Street, is president of The Can-

bridge 01d Boys Book Club and coauthor of The Nen Behind Boya’ Pio-

graph.



THE HISTORY

Ihe school-story is o faniliar and standard theme in popular
British literature, vhether it takes the forn of the classic funo*
cence of Rudyard Kipling's Stalky & Co., the sentiaental nostalgla
of James Hilton's Goodbye, Mr. Chips, or the conically delinquent
behavior of their move recent successors, the girls of St. Trinian's
and Nigel Molesvorth, the Curse of St. Custard's. Today the school-
story s in something of a decline. But at one time it was the
principal featurs of the boys' papers that were produced in tremen-
dous quantity between the last decads of the Victorisn era and the
outbreak of World War II. Only the mysterious cases of Sextod Blake,
that other famous sleuth of Baker Street, rivalled it for popularity.

A sizeable industry existed to produce school-stories, as fodder for

+1s) vho did not attend a posh public school like the
bt who vere ‘en~
dven-

boye (and gl
Jegendary Rookwood or Greyfriars or St. James's,

Lied by what they elected to believe were the marvellous &

ehral
laces on

tures and misadventures that transpired in those glorious p:
virtually 2 daily basis.
The heart of this industry was Britain's largest and best pub-
Jisher of boys' papers, London's grest Analgamated Press Ltd. In
Lts golden age, 1t was doainated until his death in 1922 by Alfred C.
Barusworth, the illustrious publishing magnate who became Lord North-
Fron its Fleetway House in London came a stream of
weakly or biveekly schedule, in voluzes
The output was prodigious, while the
Marvel, Union

cliffe in 1905.
comlc and boys' papers on a
that stagger the imagination.
Jiterary quelity remained often surprisingly high.
Jack, Pluck, Boye' Priend, Boys' Realm—tales of mystery nd detec-
exploration, and sports; of war, espionage, and
all coexisted happily side by side for the delec~
the' chuns of

tion; of adveature,
foreign intriguet
cation of the young.
Redclyffe, of Chilcote, Rookvood, the great SE.
They poured forth, in those early year
ceasing torrent.

But always the school-story:
Iin's, a dozen or
more others. & of the twemti-
eth century, in

What fev people reslized at the time, by
school-stories floved from

what must have seemed like en un
ovever, was that the

greatest part of these Amalgamated Press
but a single pea. This trifling monograph is essentially the story™



—albeit only a small part of that fascinating story—of one of the
Bost prolific writers in the history of the English language: Char-
les Marold St. John Hamtlten. It 1a also essentially a long-overdue
Sherlockian tribute to Charles Hamilton, who in his writings did
most everything not only in a big way, but in a rather modestly face-
less way as well. Few people, especially in the United States, are
avare that Hamilton in his lifetime wrote, in the estimate of The
Guinneas Book of World Records, about sevemty-two million words, the
equivalent of a thousand full-length novels, vith his incredible out-

put masked behind twenty and more pen-names. Few Sherlockians, in
either the United States or Great Britain, are also aware that in the
process Hamilton created what is almost certafnly the largest Sher-
lock Holmes parody cycle ever written—The Adventures of Herlock
Sholmes, by "Peter Todd".

Charles Hemilton was born in Ealing, Middlesex, on August 8,
1876. Though not of particularly elevated family, he was privately
educated at Thorne House School in Ealing, an experience that appar-
To be the most prolific writer
A keen

ently made its mark upon his career.
in the langeage one needs start young, and Hemilton did.
reader at an early age, he became a writer as well in 1885 at the
tender age of nine. By 1890 he was already contributing copy, abua-
dant amounts of it, to the Trapps-Holmes (sic!) boys' papers: yeoman
service, vith stories and serials of adventure, romance, sports,

travel, crine, and husor.
be a professional writer. But even so, his two most fateful steps
were still to come. In 1895 he wrote his first story for Harmsworth
Brothers, soon to becone the Amalgamated Press (or more familiarly,
the AP); and in 1902 he vrote his first school-story, of Redclyffe
School, in the Trapps-Folmes paper Best Budget. The die, as they
say, was cast. As he vas eventuslly to become the best-loved of all
school-story writers, so the school-story became his favorite and
In his 1ifetine Hamilton created over one hundred

principal theme.
S0

of these schools, with a total of about five thousand stories.
well did he write them in his seening haste that vell over three
thousand of them have been reprinted in other publications, and al-



most three-quarters of the famous Schoolboys' Oun Library vas com-

prised of reprints of Hamilton stories.
By 1907 Hamilton was settling into a steady pattern of work for
the Aualganated Press, turning out school-stories under his own mame
and, more importantly, under the pen-name of Martin Clifford for e
bright new paper called The Gem Library. Crested by Amalgamated
Press msnaging editor Harold J. Garrish and edited by Percy Griffith,
The Gem began life as a companion paper to Pluck and The Marvel. In-
Stially it had a varied weekly fare: one week an adventure story,
the mext & detective story, the third a school-story, and so on.
before long the school-story took over completely, and Hamilton found
No small task to do that,

But

himself writing the main story every week.
and to do it as creditsbly as Hamilton did, with his still-popular
stories of Tom Merry & Co., and the dandyish Arthur Augustus D'Arcy,
the great Gussy. But in 1908 Carrish and Griffith sprang a mew idea
upon their faithful author: to produce still another weekly boys'
paper. It would have its own school, and of course its ova special
author—vhich of course (once more) would be Hamilton in yet another
literary incarnation. But it would be an unprecedentedly difficult
task for a single man to produce the entire contents of two weekly
papers, and Criffith was unsure whether it .was really possible. Did
Bamtlton think he could do it? He did. Years aftervards, Hamilton
recalled that the prospect of his trying to do it occasioned & great
amount of glee in Griffith's schoolboyish sub-editor, Herbert A. Hin-
ton. But Hinton, who had joined the Amalgamated Press in 1905, vas
eventually to realize that Hamilton's dopths of prolificity were
still umplumbed, and place even further burdens upon him.

The new paper was called The Magnet Library, and from its first
ausber on Pebruary 15, 1908, it rapidly became something of en insti-
tution in Great Britain. Soon the principal member of what became
known as the Companion Papers, it lasted thirty-two years, until
through no fault of its own it met its demise in 1940, after an ua-
broken stream of 1,683 weekly issues. Hamilton wrote approximately
1,380 of them, under his new pen-name of Frank Bichards, It was &

T fnelu ing once, under plea of urgency, requesting Hamilton
write an entire 18,000-vord story in a doy. Mamilton did it,
and never forgot—or tried to repeat—the experience.



pseudonyn that was to become the most famous name in the history of
Bricish boys' fletion, certainly much better knows than his real
name. And equally famous and insepsrable from that pen-name vas the
school that Hamilton created for his new paper: Creyfriars,
Greyfriars School had had its first mention a yeat before in a
Hantlton story written for the March 19, 1907, mumber of the Trapp
Holmes Smiles, but only in mame and with different characters. Now
1t sprang to life full-grown in Hamilton's 20,000-vord stories for
The Magnet. Creyfriars was a public school fn Kent (“the garden of
England"), established and maintained for the sons of gentlemen.
Originally it had been e Franciscan monastery dating from 1472, but
had been taken over by Henry VITI during the Dissolution snd con-
It boasted its

verted to its educational purpose soon thereafter.
oun ghost, the Black Mok, Somewhere within the grounds and build-
ings was reputed by tradition to be the lost treasure of the old
It was a socter

friars, often sought after but mever discovered.
Hamil-

school, competing energetically with Rookwood and St. Jin's.
ton's stories featured the exploits of Harry Wharton and his friends
(including the soon-to-be immortal Billy Bunter) of the Remove Form.
Greyfriars vas not really like a true English public school, of

course; but the great majority of Magnet readers had mever attended
one and did not know the difference. Perhaps it would not have mat-
1t was all such lovely stuff that the suspension of disbelief

tered:
haleyon vorld, mused The Manchester Guardian

was willing indeed....
1n a reminiscent mood some years ago,
in which the winters vere cleaner and colder,

bicycle rides through lanes incredibly leafy,
and even plenics by the sea.
It vas Hamilton's most inspired creation. The Magiet prospered
accordingly, attracting a leglon of falthful readers who pounced

gleefully upon each mew number avery Monday. So affairs rolled along

contentedly for seven years. In 1911 Percy Griffith hed left the AP,
and had been succeeded by the youthful Herbert Hinton, who was not

without ideas of his own. One in particular proved to be fateful.



In later Creyfriars stories the boys of the school had their own
school newspaper—The Greyfriars Herald, edited by Harry Wharton,
the Head Boy of the Remove. Its contents vere supposedly written by
various boys at the school—Frank Nugent, Bob Cherry, Mark Linley,
d in The Magnet from time to

and others—and extracts had app
The latter had proven ome of the most popular features.
the Amalgamated

tine. Yow,
in 1925, Hinton had s bright sad quite novel Ldea:
Press would put out The Greyfriare Herald as a separate weekly publi-
catton.

And of course the workhorse Hastlton vould have to write sone of
ite twenty pages weekly, in addition to his continuing-assignments
for The Gem and The Magnet. Aud of course he did. The Greyfriars
Herald—one ha'penny Every Monday—made its debut on November 20,
1015, "Ihe Yonday on vhich our little journal first makes its ap-
peazance throughout the land will indeed be a red-letter day for us
at Greyfriars," Harry Wharton editorialized in the first number:
"Eitherto ve have been conplinented in certain quarters on the merits
of The Greyfriars Herald, but few of us ever dresmed that our work
eckly by thousands and thousands of our fellou-

It was sazpped up eagerly by agnot

would be scanned
comrades throughout the Empire."
readers, many of whom had the distinct aad pleasing impression that

they were perusing a real school magazine. They were mot, of course,

but 1t vas a haraless and pleasant fiction fin which to indulge them-
lves. Hamilton's idemtity this time was buried even further under
ne particular pseudonymous Greyfriars boy, another creature of his

fertile imagination.
This schoolboy was called Pater Todd, and had first surfaced in
The Magnet years earlier. As with all his other cheracters, Hamil-
ton had given Peter Todd a distinct personality and backgrownd of
bis own. A halfback on the football team, Todd—the elder son of o
Bloonsbury solicitor—read lawbooks in his spare time and fancied
hinself very much es a real-life Sherlock Holmes. So when Todd made
his ovn literary contribution to The Greyfriars Herald, what vas
more natural than & parody of Sherlock Holmes? There it was in the
very irst number, under the collective title of The Adventures of

Herlock Sholmes: "The Adventure of the Diamond Pias", Writtes by



Peter Todd. It vas about 1,500 words long, it was not bad at all,

nd 1t was only the begianing. "D's the detective of whon Peter
Todd / Writes wonderful stories, mysterious and odd" ran the maga-
2ine's little ditty several issues later. -
By the fourth story the series began to pick up and get into
stride, and Hamilton established a pattern for the other parodies to
follov. He knew his Conan Doyle well, of course, and occasionally
would base a parody closely upon a particular canonical story—a
title like "The Freckled Hand" or "The Yellow Phiz" needs little ex-
plenation. But Hamilton had further u
tes as well.

s for the character and stor-
Herlock Sholmes also served as a versatile vehicle for
sone clever satire, much of which was probably lost upon the school-
boys who comprised the greater part of his audiénce: Hamilton hed &
breezy, punning style as a parodist, a zany gift for sppealingly lud-
4crous names, end a sharp eye out for the commonplace annoyances of

everyday life that could be turned into materdal for burlesque’ He
focussed his ire upon curremt events and popular styles and fads,
gloefully blistering such bizarre creatures as Americans, pettifog-
ging politicians, and especially government buresucrats. At firse,

wartine topics like shortages, food rationing, and special government
powers and red tape were among his favorite targets, but after the

ar he vas never at a loss for others.

For him, cubism fn peacetime
art vas

as unpalatable s American tinned me

t had been in wartise,
and the pompous self-importance of a prominent opera singer was as

much fun to deflate as an air raid varden's had been. Hamilton wal

2 ®an of no uncertain views, and the Herlock Sholmes parodies gave
hin the opportunity to vemt his opinions end tastes. What mattered
most was the barb, and from the beglnning he kept it honed.

But even the begianing of The Greyfriars Herald was the begin-
ning of the end. The Creat Var was well undervay, making it not a
particularly propitious tine fn which to launch a new publishing ven-
ture. Soon afteruards, in early 1916, Hinton took a commission in

the Guards and went off to war for the duration. One of them should

80, he told the rather older Hasilton, and the AP could better afford
to lose its editor than its suthor. Unfortunately, there was little
sympathy between Hiaton's wartime replacement and Wamilton. He had

had difficulty sometimes with Griffith, sud often arguments with Ain-



ton; but with this John N. Pentelow, "the stop-gap", there vas real
trouble. Wor had The Groyfriare Herald been receiving all the pub-
1ic support that it deserved and needed in those perilous times.

But 21l this scarcely mattered, really. Ultimately Ths Creyfriars

Herald fell victis, like so many other publications of the day, to
the paper shortage created by the war, Creyfriars boy Dick Penfold
bade it all a fond goodbye in his poem "A Farewell Fling" in the last
aumber of March 18, 1916:
Fremell, w werty 1icele mag,
conrade and adviser!
Sota gt ea my wad an 5y ko
Through that confounded Kaiser!
o oh x ok 2 & x
Farewell to you, friend Herlock Sholmes!
dieu, dear Doctor Jotson!
It must be odd for Peter Todd
0 have no plans or plots on!
Oaly eighteen isaues had appeared. But each one had contained'a
Herlock Sholmes story (illustrated by AP editor and artist Lewls R.
Higgins, vho vas to die prematurely three years later at the age of
thirty-four), and Hamilton had written them all.

There were 2 nusber of Herlock Sholmes parodies left over when
fhe Greyfriars Herald ceased publication, but while Hamilton contin-
ued to write for the other AP boys' papers, no more adventures of
Herlock Sholmes appeared for some considerable time. Though The

Greyfriars Rerald vas defunct 2s a separate publication, however,
itens were once again published in The Magnet as extracts from it;
and finslly, in the 460th number of the paper on December 3, 1916,
Eerlock Sholaes returned in "

erlock Sholmes's Christmas Case™. Five
more of Hemilton's parodies were published in e Magnet, until for
some unknown reason the series began to shift back and forth betveen

it and The Gem. Very likely the parodies were merely inserted whes

space domanded them. The Gem had a run of eight stories betveen
April 14, 1917 ("The Red Tape Mystery") aud July 21, 1917 ("The Miss-
ing Margarine). Herlock Sholmes returned to The Magnet the follow-
ing month in "The Hystery of the Dustbin® and remained there for

elght of nine further installnents, As a departure from the norm,



the final installment, "The Case of the Wissing MS." (Magnet no. 564,
November 30, 1918), was not by Todd; instead it was a rather slight
affair, poking fun at Arthur Augustus D'Arcy by ome of his conrades
at St. Jin's, Monty Lowther.

By that time Hanilton was a very busy writer indeed.
end of the war brought about au easing of the paper shortage, the
presses of the AP began to work back up to full pitch. Hamilton him-
self quickly reached an astounding quantitative level, turaing out
about one and 2 half nillion words of copy a year by the mid-1920s,
for a confortable annval remuneration for those days of about 2,500
But payment for the Nerlock Sholues parodies themselvés vas

Once the

pounds.
not particularly high—at most perhaps two guineas apiece, half that
for the later shorter ones in The Cem aud The Magnet. Perhaps Ham-
ilton did not think them worth the return, since generally they would
have required more imagination end effort than the other Greyfriars
Herald extracts. So after these twenty-four parodies were spun out
in relatively quick succession, Merlock Sholmes vas left to languish
for another year and a half.

In the meantine, of course, the troops had been mustered out,
and the Amalganated Press staff who had gome to war returned to their
jobs—uotably Herbert Hinton and George R. Samvays, a young man who
had begun by contributing rhymes and verses to supplement his income

s a stockbroker's clerk and had subsequently been taken under Hin-
The Penfold poen "A Farewell

ton's editorial wing around 1913.
mways pressed

Pling” quoted earlier was one of his meny products.
for the resurrection of The Greyfriars Herald, Hinton vas receptive
to the idea, and Hanilton himself was not vawilling. Thus to the

surprise of the boys' Hetion-reading public, The Herald was revived
This tine

than 1its
of other

in 1919, with its nusbering commencing once more at No. 1.
The Greyfriars Berald looked far more & professional paper
first series had, and had contents wore in line with those

boys' papers. It vas now published every Tuesday, and the price had
gone up to a penny ha'penny per copy.
pages were devold of Herlock
of June 12, 1920, Peter Todd

was the first of thirty com-

For thirty-two issues the paper's
Sholmes stories, but then in the issue
published "The Missing Cricketer”. It



secutive "ripping" stories of "the World's Worst Detective”, as Todd
took to calling him, to appear in the new Greyfriars Rerald serles.
The stories were illustrated once again (as they had mot been while
they bobbed back and forth from Magnet to Gem), this time by a quite
talented AP staff ertist who has succeeded in remaining anouymous.
After the 6204 number of the paper on January 1, 1921, however, a new
parody series began to run in its pages—Narsipan of the Japes, writ-
ten by G. R. Samways. Two more Sholmes stories appeared,.in January
and February, and then the series shifted over to a less important AP
paper, The Penny Popular, for a couple more in March and April.

The Greyfriars Herald vas changing, too. It had already become
The Greyfriars Boys' Herald and was about to drop the "Greyfriars”
from the masthead altogether, vith its contents beconing exactly like
those of any other boys' paper. Greyfriare Herald extracts continued
to appear in The Magnet, hovever, and for five further installments
(aow bylined "Dr. Jotson") Herlock Sholmes found @ hone again.' On
Januaty 16, 1922, "The Lost Persian® appeared in the 727th number of
The Magnet, bringing the series to a close agatn for a time. Two and
a half years later it surfaced once more in The Popular, for ten more
interntttent installnents between late July 1924 and early February
1925. Then both Peter Todd and Dr. Jotson fell silent. In all,
ninety-one Herlock Sholmes stories had been published.

Most, 1f mot all, of them were by Cherles Hamilton. He enjoyed
detective stories, and had created several other sleuths of his own,
notably Len Lex, "the Schoolboy Detective”, in Modern Boy and Ferrers
Locke 1in The Hagnet.' But Herlock Sholmes was his favorite, snd he
414 not neglect to announce his authorship and clain his creation in
days aftervards. Reviewing the more famous of his meny pen-nanes—
Martin Clitford, Frank Richards, Owen Conquest, Ralph Redway—he
vrote: "And nobody at all, as far as I kuow, ever knew ‘that these
suthors were also 'Peter Todd', vho chronicled the adventures of that
But for even his ovn origin-

wonderful detective, Herlock Sholnes
T parodied later in The Magnet, probably by Samvays, as Terrors
shocke.

2 54 Autobiography of Feank Richards, London: Charlea Skiltom Ltd.,
1952, p. 3.



al detective characters Hamilton acknovledgad his debt to the liter-
ary geniuses of the past, especially Arthur Conan Doyle:
In nany respecta, of course, Ferrers Locke, like
all the marvellous detectives of these days, could
trace his descent back to Sherlock Eolmes: and
through Sherlock Holmes, to Auguste Dupin. ALL
such detectives are, in fact, the sons of Sherlock,
grandsons of Dupin: and great-grandsons, perhaps,
of zadig. There were giants in the earth in those
old days, vho laid waste many fields, and left
nothing for their successors but gleanting. Frank
[Richards] clains more originality for his "School-

Edgar Poe produced him, possibly with
o Fron Voltalse: Doyle popularised his:
since then innumerable writers have been' busy

turning the old coat, with more or less success.

1

But while Hemilton created the character of Herlock Sholmes and
the series—"somewhat irreverently, I must confess"—and certatnly
wrote (at least) the great majority of the individual stories, it
has never been altogether clear whether he actually wrote all of
them. Te once claimed to have done so, but on another occasion he
also clatmed to have written every Creyfriars story in The Hagnet, a
rather sweeping statement. It is inarguably incorrect, sn instance
perhaps of unrestrained parental pride, and so may be the former
clain as vell. The evidence on either side of that question is ia-
conclusive, and the most that can be done here 1o simply to set forth
the theories. One of them contends that Hemilton did in fact suthor
the eatire serles, and its proponents fnclude no less authoritative
& figure than Eric Fayne, the knowledgable editor of The Collector’s
Digest, a British journal dedicated to studies of boys' fiction.

Nz, Payne is actually a fairly recent convert to this theory, set-
ting out his viev after a re-examination of the shorter parodies
published in the second Greyfriars Ferald series, The Nagnot and The
Gem. Based upon an asserted consistency of content and style, this
View holds that all the individusl stories vere fron Hemtlton's own
T1bid, p. 55-56.

% See nis arcicls "olished Jansense” in The Cotleotor's Digest ot
July 1976, pp.




pea.
This would disallow the rival theory, which maintatns that Ham-
ilton did create the series and suthor most of the stories, but that
several other Analgamated Press writers also made contributions to
the series. Tvo writers in particuler have been believed to have
done so. The first of these is the previously-mentioned G. R. San-
ways, vho has clained to have written several Herlock Sholmes stories
before leaving the Amslgamated Press and striking out on his ova as

a free-lance writer in 1921, A similar clain was made (and has been

supported by Samvays) by William B. Stanton Hope, a substitute writer
ho had started with the AP as an office boy in 1904 and ended as an
editor before going free-lance after military service during the war.
Without impugning the sincerity of either writer, however, neither

clain is necessarily correct. Both could well have written and sub-

sitted soms Herlock Sholmes stories that never actually saw publica-
tion during thedr stay at the AP. Certainly most of the parodies in
the series, into 1921, do read incontestably like vintage Namilton.
That is less true, on the other hand, of the total of seventeen
and in The Magnot—published betueen

parodies—twelve in The Popular
It s the authorship of these

March 26, 1921, and February 9, 1925.
seventeen Herlock Sholmes stories which poses the greatest challenge,
for in truth these do mot read particularly like earlier Hamilton,

meither in content nor in style. There is an additional ancmaly con-
tributing to the doubt: while the story fn the March 26, 1921, nua-
ber of The Popular was under Hamilton's usual pseudonyn of "Peter

Todd", all of the other sixteen, commenciag only a few veeks later,
most vere by "Dr. Jotson”, while

appeared under different bylines:
Could Hamtlton have

one was authored by "Herlock Sholmes" himself.
objected to the use of his "Peter Todd" pen-name by another writer?
It seems possible, even 1f it 1s only conjectural. But the unusual
brevity and uncharacteristic subject matter of that esrlier parody,
“The Case of the Missing MS.", vhich vas signed by "Monty Lovther"
instead of Peter Todd, does little to relieve one's suspicions.
Troublesome and untidy it all fs. If the "Dr. Jotson” stories
are not by Hanilton, and both of the authors of this monograph are
inclined to believe that they are not, them in all probability they
are not by Stanton Hope either, for he had already left the Amalga-



mated Press some considerable time before. Some of thea may have
been written by Samways, but 1f so then for much the same reason as
Stanton llope 1t fs tmprobable that all of thes vers. One other pos-
stble contributor who has occasionally been considered in the past.
is William L. Catchpole, a young man who had joined the AP after a
brief career as a screenwriter, replacing Sauvays as a writer of
Groyfriars Herald extracts in The Nagnet. Catchpole wrote meny small
pieces in the Latter and in other AP papers, until their demise in
1939 and 1940, and could have been responsible for especially the
parodies published in The Magnet in 1924 and 1925. Bur this too is
conjecture, and it seems unlikely that the whols question will ever

be settled to everyome's satisfaction.

At any rate, Herlock Sholmes lay fellow for a good many years
after that last story fn Tebruary 1925. Not wntil the 1,651t nueber
of The Magnet, on October 7, 1939, did the sleuth reappear; and when
he finally d1d, in "The Disappearance of Dumn-Brovne", it was in-
stead as Sheerluck Homes. Behind the byline of "Peter Todd" this
time vas concealed not the identity of Charles Hemtlton, but of
less talented Amalgamated Pross writer named Rector Hutt. The parody
was a short affaix, belov the qualicy of the earlier Hemilton stor-
Three more by Hutt were published, the sleuth's nase changing
Vhen the Final one, &

tes.
to Sheerluck Jones, but it hardly mattered.
dismal ftem entitled "The Ruffstuff Rhythm Boy
13, 1940, in the paper's 1,655th nusber, The Hagnet had mot much
louger to live. The Cem had already succumbed to declining circule-
tion and had been sbsorbed into o lesser AP paper, friwmph; snd vhile
The Magnet managed to falter along under the increasingly tighter

", came out on January

paper restrictions for a fev months more, the end was clearly in
sighc.

When 1t came, it was truly the end of an era for Charles Hamil-
ton. He vas in his mid-sixties now. For more than forty years he
had worked for the Analgamated Press (since 1921 quite plactdly under
his favorite editor, C. Maurice Down), until he actually thought of
himself as the veritable Frank Richards. And nov, quite suddenly,
it vas all gone: "The AP cheque, vhich had come along so regularly,
for so many years, that it seemed to Frank as fixed and immutable as



the lavs of the Nedes and Persians, had suddenly, sileatly vanished
avay, as 4f it had been a Hunter of the Snark suddenly confronting
the Boojun."’ To make matters worse, Hanilton discoversd that if his
fncome had disappeared, taxes certainly had mot; aad in short order
he found himself close to poverty in a country that was mow oo pre-
occupled with its ovn wartime struggle for sheer survival to give
much thought to such things. Worst of all, perhaps, the end of the
boys' papers abruptly destroyed Mamilton's principal means of escape
£rom @ world for which he really did not care. It was to the fin de
séecle days symbolized by Greyfriars and St. Jim's that his heart

really harkened:
cto Trank Richards the closiag years of the

Victorian era were a G Age. The good old
Queen still refgned: Spasal e ke sad, sos
©

Saened paosible, Indeed casy, for humn beings
to live fn peace with one another. parte -
was forgotten: and Bitler not yet heard of. 2
Whea World Wler II came to s end five years later, Hamilton vas
Liviog out a meager existence in obscurity. This unfortunate and
uholly uadeserved situation vas mot to last, however, and now the
fame that had never come to hin fn the heyday of The Hagnet began to
bloom. 014 readers remembered the stories of the Greyfriars School
chums, and clemored for them once more. The attraction of it all was
2 heightened longing for the nostalgic atmosphere which Ceorge Orvell
had remarked vpon shortly before the time of the papers’ demise:
"Ihe clock has stopped at 1910, Britamnia rules the waves, and no
one has heard of slusps, booms, unemployment, dictatorships, purges
% The London publishing houses of Charles

or concentration camps
Skilton, then Cassels, and finally Roward Baker moved to supply the

demand and began to publish old serial runs of The Magnet in book
form. Then the august British Broadcasting Company based @ televis-

1 the Autobiography of Frank Richards, p. 180.

2 1bid, p. 13.

Tho7s" Weskites", 1n 4 otlection of Seoays, Wev
7.

3 George Orwell,
1954,

York: Doubleday & Co.



fon series upon them, and for some years Greyfriars stage productions
bee

e something of a Christmas custon in London aad elsevhere ia the
British Isles. Charles Hamilton had arrived.

The focus of it all was upon a remarkable Eamilton creation who

went by the name of Billy Bunter. Bunter was one of the Greyfriars

boys who sprang to like in the earliest days of Tho Magnet. A most
unlikely hero, very rapidly the obese and bragging Bunter—" is for
Bunter, n need of a muzzle / Who eats mot to live, but lives just

to gurzle"—rivalled Sexton Blake as the single most populax charac-

ter in boys' fiction. Magnet stories became orieated more and more

around the Fat Ovl of the Greyfriars Remove, vith their classic 1l-
lustrations by C. H. Chapman, until eventually The Magne was persan-
ently subtitled "Billy Bunter's Own Paper”. His name crept iuto the
British lexicon to denote the kind of fat boy who was overly fond of
tuck, alvays expecting a postal money order (that seldom arrived)
from titled relatives of dublous existence, and exclaiming "I say,
you fellovs!". Bunter's fans were everywhere, and his throaty
"arool" bellow of panic was heard throughout the land. Rather than
killing off the British public's appetite for Buater, the cessation
of Greyfriars stories during the war had only served to whet it.

As Billy Buater's fortunes prospered in postwar Britain, so did
Charles Hanilton's. And with the surge of sttention, mew publica~
tions were called for. One of these was Tom Nerry's Oun, 2 handsome
annual written mainly by Hamilton and published for the Christmas
season each year betveen 1949 and 1954 by Mandeville Publications
Ltd. Tom Merry's had its ancestry back in St. Jim's and The Cem,
rather than Greyfriars, but in the second and fourth volumes Herlock
Sholues and Peter Todd reappeared again to make their final bows to

@ reminiscent and affectionate public. In the same year as the last

Herlock Sholmes tale by Hamilton, "The Case of the Perplexed Painter"
he published his autobiography; and characteristically enough, it was

entitled The Autobiography of Prank Richards and was narrated in the
third person.

He vas in his mid-seventies now, and while his youth
had long since gome, and his health and eyesight were failing, still

his epirit seemed wndimmed. His work was acknowledged at last and



enjoyed by many once again, and the acute physical deprivation that

had been his lot during the var was over. He lived quietly for nine

more years, passing away on Christmas Eve of 1961 at the vemerable
age of eighty-six. Tis death received great attention in the Britfsh
press and nes media, and vas mourned by meny throughout the English-

speaking vorld.

But even that last parody by Charles Hamilton, in Tom Herry's
Oun of 1954, did not prove to be the end of Herlock Sholmes. Before
his death in 1961, Hemilton lived to see something extremely rare, if
not unique, for an author—to behold his own parodies parodied. 4

nusber of initations appeared in print. Two were by Eric Fayne, soon

to become the editor of The Collector's Digest, and were published in
respectively, "The Boy Who

that journal's Anmuala for 1960 and 196
Lost Ris Foot" and "The Tragedy on Little Side". And in May 1960 The
Colleotor's Digest published "The Case of the Missing Tresty", s eo-
exy in the good-humored Greyfrisrs Cup Competition of that year, from
the pen of a Naniltonis collector named Roger Jenklns. These three

parodies of the Herlock Sholmes stories by Charles Hamilton brought
the nusber of tales in the cycle to an even one hundred—a record

which is not likely to be broken for some time.
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A Note on Sources
There is no public or private library in North America kaown to pos-
sess all of the issues of the various British boys' papers in which
the Berlock Sholmes parodies vere published. The Hess Collection of
Juvenile literature at the University of Nimnesota Library probably
contains the largest single nuaber of the issues in question, as vel

relating to the history of British boys' fiction and the writings of
Charles Hemilton. Other partial runs of the issues in question will
be found in the Artbur Conan Doyle Collection of the Metropolitan
Toronto Central Library in Canada, and the Sherlock Holmes Collec-
tion of John Beanett Shaw in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

In Great Britain, these magazines are in considersble demand by many
collectors of boys' fiction as well as of Sherlockiama. The princi-
al dealer in this field is Frank Vernon Lay (52 Oakleigh Cardens,
Theterons, London), fo vhon inquiries by Anerican collectors should
be addressed.



