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The Collectors Digest ' :

Dear Fellow Collector, !

Probably you have been aware of the illness of |
our good friend, William H.Gender, and the suspen-
sion of the "Story Paper Collector" as a consequencs.
Happily, as these lines are being written, he is
mach better and it is possible that, ere long, we |
may see once again that popular little magazine !
devoted to the hobby of story paper collecting. !
When it does ocome, however, it will, he advises us, !
be of necessity, in reduced form. That is the reasor
for "The Uollectors' Digest". It occurred to us ;
that, in view of the growing number of collectors
(or at least the number getting together) there was
a good case for another paper, partly to mmke good ;
the loss in size of the S.P.C. In saying this we |
are not forgetting the other excellent mgagzine -
"The Gollectors' Miscellany", published with the i
same commendable object. ertain it 1s, the mter-|
ial to be drawn upon is sufficient to keep several |
such papers going, if only it ocan be made use of. |
Anyhow, here is No.l. In passing we may say it has|
the cordial support of our good friend across the |
gea. How good a friend we realised when the quest-!
ion of putting the C.D. out in printed form was !
considered. We learned quickly how much the ocol- |
lectors owe to him, for a production equal in art- :

|

istic merit to the S.P.C. would have cost £10 for
the first 100 copies. That, of course, was a sheer!
impossibility, hence the C.D. as you now see it. !
We feel oonfident that, taking everything into con-.
sideration, you will agree that a good job has been;
mde of it. ;

Now as far as this particular issue is concerned
payment is optiomnl. 4 few enthusissts are prepared
to cover any loss. If it meets with your approval, .
, and you are prepared to give it your support the ;
- coat of future issues will be ls.0d per ocopy (see
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' subscription rates below) and you can, of course, |
'pay for this one if you wish. For the present we i
'have no definite schedule for publishing, issue |
.appearing as soon as we can possibly get them ocom- |
‘pleted. 4s time passes they should appear more fre- |
gquently and possibly at a reduced rate. It all de- |
‘pends on Y(OU! |
| 1

: Our intention is to publish articles on the hob-;
by appealing to colleoctors of all periods, and all |
 teastes. If you are of what might be termed the "Ham-|
iilton group" there will be something for you; if one!
(of the large number of Sexton Blake devotees, there !
'will be ample fare; if a staunch collector of the |
("Nelson Iee ILibraxry", we shall try to please you; or:
|if yom aze one of the veterans, interested in the
| grand old papers of long ago, you will not be neg- |
;lected. ;
! We want to make it a real live, intimate paper !
| the "golleotors own paper". If you want to know the:
'number in whioh & certain. story appeared in "The '
'Boy's Friend Idbrary", snd if you arecurious about a
certain "Magnet" story, the name of which you have
; forgotten, if you want to know when some favourite
- paper started its career, ask us end we'll try and |
‘give you the answer. !
! If you are keen to get hold of particular num-
'pers of a paper to help your ocollection ask us, we |
'may Jmow someone who is willing to part with them.

'In short, in every way possible, we are at your ser-,
'vice, to help in the grand old hobby of story paper |

' colleoting. ;
I Yours sinocerely, |
| HERBERT IECKENEY. !
| H. MAURICE BOND. |

j
i

‘Wphe Qollectors' Digest" Subsoription Rates:
Sj_n?le copies ls.0d each, 1s.1d post free. Three}
8 ;

- oopie gent on publioation) 3s.3d post free. Six
Eaopies gent on publication) 6As.Rd post free. Postel
Orders to be made payable to H.Ieckenby, at York, _
and are NOT to be orossed for payment through a Bank.



Advertisement Rates:

Small advertisements, 1ld per word (name and ad-
dress will be inserted free of charge). '

|
i |
E Oontributions intended for publiocation are, if !
. possible, to be typewritten on quarto sheets (as ‘;
; ¥hds paper). .
 WILLIAM H. GANDER - 4 TRIBUTE: by Herbert Leckenby

r If this had been the "Story Paper Oollector" !
! this would not have appeared, for Bill Gender is not
!in the habit of talking about himself; but as he is
'not editing this paﬂer it goes in, for I think g

lword or two about the man who, for so long, produced
! that magnificent little magazine, is long overdue.,

f I have never seen Bill, I only ¥mow him through !
i his cheery letters amd the S.P.C. Oft times I hmave
| tried to picture him out there, four thousand or _
j more miles away. It so happens that in the long ago -
i I learned something of the printer's ocraft, and each
i time I have examined a new Esaue of that Rirzjﬁ%e of

ihis I have marvelled as to how, with his ted .
i plant, he could turn out such a high class specimen

| P

i of the art of printing. J

: I have piotured hinm then, settling down after !
! one's days work was done in the gorner of his store
! which housed his cases of , his little side i
! lever, hand-power machine, s mallet and his plane,
' his "chose", and all the other equipment necessary |

! for out a printing job. In my minds eye I |
! ooﬂmﬁm iokpug his composing stick, sorutin- |
! ize the ocopy, ghen, etter by letter, word by word, |
| line by line, set_up_ the story concerning Greﬁiara,
| Sexton Blake, or Billy Bunter, ever_and anon tﬁ— i

i ting his brows and saying t 8 below his brea
| conce the soribe, mybe thet_fellow Leckenby

: whose handwriting was often not all it might have
i been.

I .
: Then Bill would have to prepare it for press.
| Phe svarage printer would run it off eight, or mAybe
! the whole aixteen pages at a time, by motive power. .
! Not so Bill on his Iilliputian machine. One page at
! n_time for him, and the power that of his own right-

|
[
|
i
i
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" arm. Before he started on a run he would read over

- the page carefully, in search of any possible error
' that may have crept in. How carefully he did that |
. can be realised if you run through that Volume 1. i

411 the typographical errors you can find therein |
Ilmgtmmntee you onn count on the fingers of one |
nd.

And having run off the whole sixteen pnges, ;
%,000 or so printings, there would be the folding, |
the wiring, the addressing, the slipping into envel-
opes, the stemping thereof, and one or two other !
little things I have not mentioned. i

Bill once told me that in the setting of o cer- |
tain pege he ran short of certain letters, therefore
having to do the page at two printings. That would !
need very careful feeding so that the join up would !
not be noticnble. I exnmined that page, and I defy !
anyone without a Sexton Blake mngnifying glass to |
say which was the last line of the first printing = '
and the first of the second. I raised my hat at the |

- gki11 of the men who 12d done that, ~ll for love of |
- & hobby.

Showing a copy ox the 5.P.C. to a printer Priend

' one day he said "mnice work) first class type, art- !
" igtic mke-up. A lot of mmtter in it, it would tnke :

' n week to set by hand". _

Well, Bill "set it by hend", in his spare time. !
Think of that! You acclaimers of the S.P.0. who grew
impatient if it was a little late in its arrival §
sometimes. |

owing to illness Bill has hnd to lay his "stiok"
down; we sincerely hope only for a time, and with |
regtorntion to health we are given the pleasant i
opportunity of seeing the neat white envelopes agnin.
We shall welcome then as one does sunshine nfter !
storm. In any event we shall never cease to be grnte-
ful to hin for the happy bond we have derived fronm
brousing over the S.P.0.

i
And, heving written this, I find I have not said

' m1f of what I wanted to say about he who worked o' !
: nights, not for finanecial gain, but through love of '
! a hobby and for the benefit of his fellow men. !
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| REPRINTED PIECES: by R.M.Jenkins

| (A review of the Schoolboys' Own Iibrary)

| The Secretary of the British Museum looked en-

rquiringly at the youth before him end remarked - .
i "Exactly which books do you desire to see?" The ans-i
iwer "The Magnet and the Schoolboys' Own Iibrary", '
| probably surprised Sir John; he put his finger tips |
itogether and stared out of the window in & reminis- '
‘cent manner, no doubt recal the time before the !
‘appointment to his present exalted post when he too
'followed the adventures of Billy Bunter and Arthur
'Augustus D'Arcy. At any rate, my request was gran-
:ted, Sir John declaring that the British Museum was
;the only place in the world where these partioular
. books were availoble in their entirety. He was still
i:ms:lng when I left him, slthough for all I know he
imy only have been considering the objections to im-
i porting & sphinx or two. But I like to think I had |
ireminded him of far-off days. :

! Within the hallowed portals of the Museum Idib-
‘rary I learmt that the Schoolboys' Own Idibrary com-
'menced on 3xd Agril, 1925 (two months before the .
‘Boys' Friend and Sexton Blake monthly libraries be-
'gan a new series). Two issues of A4 pages were pub-
: 1ished at 44 each on the first Fridagaof each month,i
- although they were always dated the last dny of the '
imonth. 411 the stories were reprinted from various
.Rubliuations of the Ammlgamated Press — mainly Ehe ;
. Miagnet", "Gem", "Boys' Friend" and "Nelson Iee”. :
(4 curious fTact {s that the reprints were done in no
. particular chronological order; very often glaring
i anachronisms became agparent - as for instance in

' Nos.50 and 55 of the 5.0.L. The latter number en-
| titled "A Rank Outsider" was reprinted from "('}ems

| Nos.129 and 130, and deals with Tumley- s
' arrival at St.Jims. But No.50, "Tom Merry's Snemy ", |
' the earlier number, was reprinted from "Gems" 153
" and 160, and related to events on the Outsider's |
| peturn to the school after his illness! When these |
| §ToTies were reprinted in the "Gem" in 1934 a s'!:ri-.:
oter check was kept on their sequemoce.* !
. % Tt is amsing to note t} -t Skimpole was referred
. to as the "St.Jims' Social” in "Gem" 159, end |
' 5.0.1.50, but in "Gem" 13¢  /hen the story appeared
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This was not the only instance of juniors' comin
'to sohools long after they had already been estab-
‘lished there. In the S.0.L. meny stories of famous
'‘characters' arrivals were published without any seem-
‘ing regard for ohronology. Instances of this are:- |
No.47 "The Greyfriars Hustler" (Pisher T.Fish); |
No.56 "The Terror of the Third" (Hardforth Minor); |
No.118 "Jimmy Joins Up" (Jimmy Silver); No.220 "Son
‘of a Ornoksman" (Kit Errol). In each of these cases '
‘there had been previous stories in the library feat- |
uring these juniors. ?

' In Merch 1928 the date on the books was ohanged
'to the aoctual day of publication, and in the follow- !
: month thet day was put back from the first Friday
‘to the first Thursday in each month - a procedure :
‘which remanined unaltered. By this time it had become !
'the accepted custom that one copy a month would be a '
‘Greyfriars story -(this had been observed every month
‘exoept March 1926 and July 1927%. In 211, 184 Grey-
friars stories appeared in the 5.0.L. and after 1930
‘these i,ere reprinted from the Magnet in a recognis- |
able order, the only noticable sw%_:ctw%hbac];: being Nos. |
301 and 304 of the 1925 Bunter Oo Series in Magnets
'910 to 916 which must have been overlooked. All other
‘reprints of Greyfriars stories at the time when the |
iSoﬁoolboya' Own Idbrary was in the three hundreds -
‘were from lMagneis of the early thirties. It mey be of
interest to some to kmow that, after Billy Bunter,
the oharacter to whom referenoce was most often made |
in the titles of the Schoolboys' Own Idbrary was .
‘Pisher T. Msh. - Among the epithets that graced the
titles of his adventures were:-

‘No.3 "The Greyfriars Business Man"; No.47 "The Grey-
friars Hustler"; No.94 "The Get-Rich-Quick Schoolboy"
‘No.113 "The Shylock of Greyfriars"; No.11l9 "The Boy !
 from New York"; No.130 "That Gey Fish"; No.239 "The
'Shylock of Greyfriers".

i There were many others - like the Hollywood Ser-.
'ies — wherein he played prominent parts alth hisg|
iname did not appear in the titles. Bunter's actual
‘name occurred ES times, but there were many allusions

for the Ehird #ime it was changed to the "St. Jim's |
gDe'hemﬂ.rr!.st" - Time Marches On ! :



fto him, of ocourse, apart from these.

i I
! A radical change in the meke up of the S.0.L. ;
:waa effected in Merch 1952 when each issue was - %o |
Iquote an advertisement "Permanently enlarged to YA :
i pages" and "Printed in the latest modern type". i
i Whether or not this latter improvement enabled the |
i stories to be "many thousands of words longer than |
| before" is & moot point, but the library certainly |
| became more attractive to look at and easier to read.
| But this increase in size brought with it certain !
‘oompllcatlons. One copy was now equal in length to !
three Magnets of the early thirties, but when pub-
! lished in the enlarged size it often beocame difficul’
't:o fit them in. (Of course the introductory pieces
,in the beginning of each Magnet were always ocurtail-
jed, but naturally this was not enough

: Once agnin, the Bunter Oourt series of Magnets
my be trken as an exnmple. The first three stories

iwnan‘!: into S.0.L. No.301, while the last four were

[oompreased into S.0.L. No.304, one of them with so |
imch cutting as to render it almost unintellignble. |

:Somet:.mes other methods were adopted. In S.0.L.No. |

1 216 "The Wizard of St.Pranks", of the original 8

I stories in the "Nelson Iee" (542-549) on:ly the last

! three appeared. These piecemesl reprintings were

| very unsatisfaotory and annoying, but were rnther

' the exception than the rule.

I

! In October 1936 came another innovation - three
| copies were issued each month, the extrs copy con-
it@ining a story by E.S.Brooks, thus ensuring that
Nelson Lee fans would be compensa'{:ed for the recent !
oessa'bion of St.Franks stories in the "Gem". Hither-—
'lso, only 7 St.Frenks stories hnd appeared in the :
- 5.0.L. (Wos.4,27,54,120,212,216) but the total wes
brought to 52 by the monthly tales that appeared for'
| the next 4% years., These stories were neither orig-
i innl nor reprinted ones but a ocurious hesh of both, |
iE.S.Brooks having revised and slightly altered his
iearlier tales.

!. During the one hundred & eighty-three months in_
‘which the librnry appeared there were 81l tales of |
Tom llerry & Co. and 54 of Jimnmy Silver. ]

(Continued on Page 23) i
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| The llonster Iibrary: 4 Short Description by ;I
T.Armitage!

The "Monster ILibrary", one of the A.P. ventures |

| bas not yet, I think, been mentioned in an article. |r
- This is probably because it only ran to 19 issues, |
|
1

‘and was not as handy for collecting as, say, the
"Boys! Friend Library". Each volume, one per month, !
from November 1925 to May 1927, had measurements of !
about 11" x T3". So perhaps not many will have the |
gset or even a few. -Those who have, however, have
. the equivelent of 1A7 Nelson Iee Iibraries, and 29
"Sohoolboys Own Iibraries". The stories were reprin‘ba"s
of former St.Franks yarns in the "Nelson Lee and for|
' 18.04 one had a really good amount of reading to i
gsettle down to. No doubt lack of support caused the;
i end of the Idbrary, but I think that if the columes |
| had covered the Nelson ILee stories from No.l, 1915, |
the "Monster" would have been more sucocegsful as hav+
ing sppeal to those who missed the aotunl "Nwlson !
- Lee" 1ssues. As 1t was, howver, the publishers saw!
fit to commence No.l as an equivalent to No.158 to !
165 of the N.L.L. This was & holiday series in the
'Paoifio with buried treasure, cennibels and the rest.
4 good volume, but rather less interesting than No.l%,
another holiday story in Brezil. The remmnining 17
were of all types, Oricket, Barrings-out, Chinese |
Tongs, etc. etc. All the stories were further re- |
printed in the "Schoolboys Own Iibrary" from cutum |
1936. "The Monster ILibrary" volumes were rather i
sre. 11l print, hoving a great deal to cover, and car-
ried no illustretions barring the story heading. The!
covers were in good colour and inside usunlly carried
'a replios of the oover of the next number. The Tit-
les of the set were as follows:— :

: (1) The Schoolboy Treasure Seekers, Nov.'25; (2)
' Phe Blnck Sheep of the Remove, Deo.'25; (3) The Tyr-
ant of St.Fm , Jen'26; (4) The Boy from Bermond- !
' sey, Peb.'26; (5) The Bullies of St.Frnnks, Mar.'26;
| (gi- Expelled, Apr.'26; (7) 'Neath African Skies, IRy
1263 (8) St.FPrenks in London, Jun.'26; (9) The Boy :
from the Bush, Jul.'26; (10) The Spendthrift of St.
. Pranks, Aug.'26; (11) The Brrring Out at St.Franks, .
| Sept.126; (12) The Mystery Master, Oot.'26; (13) The
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! i
iVoyage of the Wanderer, Nov.'26; (14) The Ghost of |
iBannington Grange, Dec.'26; (15) The Boy who Vanish-
led, Jan.'27; (16) St.Frenks on the Spree, Feb.'27; |
1 (17) Prisoners of the Mountains, Mar.'27; (18) The |
'Remove in the Wild West, Apr.'27; (19) Rebels of the
{Remove, May.'27. t

@ No doubt many would be glad to colleot the "Mon-
'ater Iibrary" owing to its association with the pop-
‘ular "Nelson Iee". I haven't heard of anyone doing
!so, however, and now it is rather late to start, as
‘not many copies are likely to be existence. The 19 |
{ issues mentioned above would, I am sure, look very |
:well if handsomely bound, with six or so to a volume,
;and would be rather a good acquisition to a ocollesct-
iors bookshelf. |

'*There are quite a number of colleoctors and would-beg
jcollectors of the "Monster Iibrary", Tom, and we are
sure your 1ist will be of interest.” _ ' EDITOR

i THE IETTER BOX i

; A1l communications to be addressed to H. Ieckenbyi,
i Telephone Exchange, C/o Central Registry, Northern |
iCommand, York. :

; !
1 Dear Editor, !

|
’; I was pleased to hear that you propose starting |
;& new mag. devoted to Story Paper Collecting. I feel
i sure there's room for one more, and I wish it every |
isuccess. But let me make a plea. Don't have too rmch
iin about those over-rated papers the "Gem" and the |
| "Ilngnet". I could never understand why there wes so !
imich fuss about them. Think of the padding in them, !
iwith lines merely consisting of "Ha,ha,hn's", "Bump";,
I "Ger-off" and the like. As for plots, why, the sane 2
'old ideas were served up about every three nmonths. j
'And surely there was far too rmch of that egregious i
'ags Bunter. He was hardly a fit specinen to be n -
!lending character.
; You can use this in your first number if you
i like, but please don't publish my name. I know I

: shall tread on some corns and I'm all for & quiet i

1 1ife! "Pat",
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Iy word! You've started something now "Pat" |

|
' Thanks a lot. We don't blame you for using & non-de.
| plume, you've a right to your opinion, bmg: we're ° j

afreid the verdict's against you. The o0ld "Gem" gnd |
"Megnet" ran for over 30 years you know; and three |

'decades oan't very well be wrong. There were oertsin.

!

1y a few exclammtion marks on the stories, but there!
was also good solid story as well. It's true there |
was also repetition, but not just after three months.
As for giving the papers a show, well, if we find !
that 2 of our readers are "Gem" or "Magnetities" !

1t would only be fair if they got a fifth of the

spaoe. Anyhow, we'll hand you over to the "Mngnet" |
group. THE EDITOR ;

Tit-Bits from Letters: |

"Why should that washout, John Hunter, be nllow-.
ed to disgmoe the name of Sexton Blake?". :
"Disgusted"

- panionship for any length of time. One good example '

THE THREE MUSTETEERS of BOYS PAPERS by "The Veternn

In the history of boys jourmals there are not .
many instances of three papers running in close com-!

which did last for several years was that of '"The :
Boys Priend", "The Boys Realm", and "Fhe Boys Hersld!
They were ellied until the youngest fell by the wey.:
But the three which actually put up a record in this
respect were "The larvel", "The Union Jack", and -

*PInok". From November 1894, when 'Pluck” joined the |

' other two, to the day when it became a casualty of |
! the Pirst Great War, over twenty years later, they
' were indeed good companions - the three mmsketeers. |

'Especially was this so in their humble half-penny |
- drys when just as the poor are out to help the poor,!

~each was ever at hand to help the other along. Piok

ufﬂa copy of "Pluok" in 1899 and you soon could glean
what the U.J. and the "lervel" had to offer that week.
The appetite was whetted for the stories usunlly had
real full-blooded titles. :

This is how they started: '"The Hrlf-penny lhr- !
vel", March 15th, 1893, "The Union Janck", April 27th,
1894, and"Pluck", November 24th, 1894. They contin-



i

iued so until October 17th, 1903, when the "Union :
iJack" joined the ranks of the penny papers. The "Mar-
\vel" followed suit on January 30th, 1904, and"Pluck"
iassumed the same dignity on November 5th, 1904. As :
'I have said, the youngest, and probably always the |
imost delicate of the three, died during -the Kaiser |
iwar; the exact date was March 18th, 1916, the "Mar- |
lyel" continued on until &pril 22nd, 1922, whilst the
'grand o0ld "U.J." waved triumphantly until January
:29th, 1933, putting up a record by length of run fori
811l boys papers. Thus we have them rumming in har-
‘ness from November 2jth, 1894, to March 18th, 1916, !
over 21 years, a really impressive record.

; For the purpose of this survey however, I pro-
‘pose to deal only with their half-penny days, the
days when T ryself had to think in terms of half- I_
‘pennies. I have a neat little pile before ne now, ini
.any odd order, the green of the "arvels", the mauve!
iof the "Union Jacks", intermingled with the yellow !
iof the "Plucks". Some, especially the very early
' ones, are almost as immaoulate as the day ther canme !
from the press, making me wonder where they have been
all these 50 years. Often, when one of these papers;
' of long ago, came into my possession I wish it could;
%-bell the story of its wanderings. i

-! Now when young Alfred Harmsworth launched "The !
‘Mervel" he declared he did so with a motive, to X1l
' the 'penny dreadful', and for years the paper bore :
'the slogan, "sterted to suppress bad books for boys's
'Alas! disheartening is the lot of the reformer. :
'Throughout its career as a half-penny peper, stern |
' Pathers and teachers scowled upon it, and along with,
- "Deadwood Diok" the poor little "Marvel" beocame syn-—
onymous with "blood and thunder". However, it was '.
certainly a success, so I don't suppose the future !
' Tord Northeliffe worried very much. ' !

li Some of the titles had certainly a torrid touch
‘about then. No.l for instance, was "Dead Man's Iand",
.written by dear old S.Clarke Hook, and No.4 "The i
: Black Pirate" by Herry Blyth. & speoial note rmust be
‘made of No.h, for it was an epoch meking story. It's
‘title was "The Missing Milliomnire" and it was & yaIn
' of Sexton Blake. MNnke a note of the date, Decenber |

i
i



| 20th, 1893, 53 years ago! - and we're reading aboud |
| him still! That date is importent for it has often |
| been stated that fiction's greatest detective first !
i mmde his bow in No.2 of "The Union dJack", but that
| number did not appear until May 4th 1894, so obvio-
| ugly "The Marvel" and NOT the "Union Jack" had the
| honour of introducing him to the world. Moreover,

| two other stories about him followed in guick succ-
, ession, No.7 "A Christmas Orime" and No.9 "A Golden
: Ghost". Nos's.6 and 7 gave Hal Meredith as the

i suthor, No.9 gave Herry Blyth. There is no doubt, |
" however, that Blyth wrote all three, Meredith being :
i % o pen name of his. It is a ourious fact thet |
. the Amnlgamnted Press seemed to have forgotten the |
| exigtance of these three stories, strange indeed, in
| view of their importance to the legion of admirers |
. of Sexton Blake. 5

i No.l of the "Union Jeok" was “"The Silver Arrow" |
| by Paul Hexrigf, and No.2, the stor% just referred to
| 403 simply entitled "Sexton Blake, Detective’. No.4 |
‘18 also worth noting for it saw the advent of Nelson
Iee, who was destined to be for years, Sexton Blake's
| greatest rival, The story bore the sinister title
| iphe Phantom Dwarf! and the author was, of oourse, |
| Jaxwell Scott. Nelson Lee also appenred in No.35,
' in a series of short stories. i

l .
i upluck", in the beginning, was slightly differ-,
. ent to the other two for it was styled "Stories of |

. pluck" and it specialised in the heroic deeds o i
;golgiers, milogs, firemen, policemen, ~nd 'tg.e {ike.;
' Any airmen there were in those days usually travel-
i led by baloon, of course, though weird airships

| appeared occasiona . "Pluok's" cover was also :
| printed in red ink, t this, together with "Storled
| of" was dropped during the second year. Another min-
| opr difference was that it was mede up in three col-
| urms to & page, wherea%dits companions had two. This
:I lasted throughout the run. |
-, The earliest "Pluck" I can trace was No.29, a |
. stoxry entitled "Not Guilty". No.31 was "Shield and |
. Assegal" by Hexrbert Maxwell. i
: A1l three papers slmost from the beginning ran
' a serial story, early ones in each being "By Nelsons

1
|



a8 "Iyvanhoe!,

gide" by S.Clarke Hook ("Marvel"); "Peter Slimj the,

Ventriloquist" by Captain Spencer ("Unlon
Jack"); and "Strong Arm's Secret" also by S.Clarke .
Hook, ("Pluck"). ;

When the "Marvel" was nearing it's third b:Lrth-
day, and the "Union Jack" had just passed it's sec-;
ond, someone on the staff had a brainwave; or per- |
haps it was Alfred Hormsworth showing us he was :
sincere when he said he wes out to kill the penny |
dreadful. fAnyway, we find, appearing on the flimsy

covers of these & papera, the names of the |
great msters, Sir Walter Scott, Captein Marryat, |
Harrison Linsworth, Charles Diekens, and compressed!
into thirteen pages or so were such immortal works '

Peter Simple", "Rookwood", "Oliver !
Twist" and several more. Some pooxr fellow would ge-’:
a few headaches cutting down those stories to the
allotted number of words. 4las! again, the boys of;
the period ap rently did not appreciate this attemT
pt to bring the classiocs within their renoh, for |
soon we find the old favourites, S.0larke Hook, :
Malton Whyte, John G.Rowe, Henry St. John, ete. had i
once again ‘tfle field to themselves. It seems, by :
the way, that "Pluck" was out in the ocold when the

- noble experiment was being tried.

When you come to think it over though, where IS

' the dividing line between a "blood" and a "olassi " !

Those stories I've just mentioned for instance. The,
Xilling of Nanaoy by Bill Sikes in "Oliver Twist" was
pretty gruesome. "Rookwood" it was which first to0ld !
of Dick Turpin's alleged ride to York, and I don't !
suppose there was any more blood in an Aldine "Robin
Hood" than in Scott's "Ivanhoe". I suppose it's |
nll a question of the difference between stiff amnd |
paper covers - and the price ! i
However, it would appear that Scott, Dickens,

t, ete. having departed from the pages of the!
%d "U.J." and the "Narvel" the powers that be for- |
sook their crusade and said in effeoct, "Very well,
if the lads WILL have "bloods" let 'em have "bloods®
for we find stories with these alluring titles 3
appearing; "Marvel No.l76 "Mysteries of a Madhouse",
"g.J." No.l19A, "in lvenging ye"- "I‘hrvel" No 199, '
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"The Death Ride"; "Marvel" No.187, "The CQity of the |
Dead", and "U.J." No.1l4l, "The Haunted Brig". ;

This, too, has the ring of an Aldine or Hogerth |

| House production ebout it; "The Wolf XKing or "The !

Wild Man's Revenge".  Weird! Startling! Awesome! by !
Herman Hall, engaged regardless of expense as he has!
achieved enormous success in a high-class monthly !
mgazine! That was "Marvel" No.l75. ‘

I
The Christmas numbers were really special events

' when the reader had somehow to find an extra half- !

. Phentom" end "Misers Gold"; "Pluck" No. 471 (1902)

P . He would menage it by hook or by orook, for .
where's the boy who oould resist seasonable ghostly |
fare like this? - "Pluck" No.370 (1901) "The Masked

. "Phe Ghost Dective" and "The Specire's Reward",

1y, J." No.344 (1900) "The Ghost of Smugglers Rock" |
Sexton Blake) and "I Will Avenge Him". "U.J." No.292
1899) "The Phanton Oruiser" and "The Plague of !

' Death". Yes, those WERE the days. ;

(Oontinmed)

IEAD MEN'S SHOES: |

In the "Boyé Priend ILibrary" lst series, there
appeared the following stories by Oecil Hayter. (they
had previously been published serially Jn "The Eoys

| Hergld"). No.l1l02 "Sexton Blake &t School®”, No.l05,
' "Sexton Blake in the Sixth". No.1l07 "Sexton Blake |

at Oxford". lMany years' later they rew-appeared in
the second series, lo.'s %88, 392, and 3%9A. The
guthor was given as John Andrews.

Still earlier (about 1907 ) in the lst series
sppeared "The Missirg Hedir" (No.l7) and "The Great
Unknown" (No.24) - old Boys Triend serials by Max-
well Scott. Over 30 years later in 1938 they weie |
re-published in the 2nd series, Nos.f44 and AR2. The
suthor again was John Andrews. :

In the very early days of "Phe Sexton Blake I;;[_‘r::_j
rary" lst series - 1915 and 1916, Andrew lurray |

- wrote several stories concerning those mrster crim-
- innls, Gount Carlro and Professor Kew. After mny |

yeanrs (1939) the stories mede their appearnnce again



i\vith the names of the villians slightly changed -

[}

the author once agnin - John Andrews.

Yet again, Wo.716, "The Boys Friend Iibrary" lst
gseries, May 1924, was "Smith of Rockandshire" by .
Riohard Randolph alias J.N.Pentelow. In June 1937, ;
1T Appeared in the "Football and Sports Iibraxy" No.,
518, disguised as "Wizard at the Wicket" and with |
the names of the characters changed. The author i
was given as, no, not Jolm Andrews, but John Drake. |

In each instance, when the stories re-appeared, |
the authors who really created them, Oecil Hayter, |
Mrxwell Scott, Andrew Murray and Richard Randolph, |
hnd been dend for years. Did the Johns feel ghostly !
fingers guiding their hands as they wrote their {

|

stories ?
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BLAKIALNA a

4 section of the "Collector's Digest" devoted |
to the Yan from Baker Street, Sexton Blake. A11 com-
mmications relating to Blake matters, includ
letters from members of the S.B.C0orrespondence lu'b-

to be addressed to H.M.Bond, 172, Caerphilly Road,
Birchgrove, Cardiff, South Wales.

Sexton Blake, Detective.

At Home every Friday in
"THE UNION JACK" -~ 1d

|
|
|
1
i
|
I
!
!
i

The other day, while glancing at some of the ol&

. Blake stories in my collection I chanced to see the :

above, printed as an advertisement at the end of a
Blake story in "The Boys Friend Library". I could
not help feeling that this little reminder that

. Sexton Blake used to be "at home" to all his friendé

every week would be very welcome to-day. Although |
we know that it is very unlikely that the dear old |
"U.J." will ever return we are all hoping that the |

5 amalgnmated Press will realise once agnin what a !

fa.ne character they have in that fictiomal detective



 from Baker Street. I have never tried to disguise |
i my feelings towards some of the present Blake storie'p,
elthough I realise that their appeal must be for the;
: present generation. If we are to have a new Blake |
iweekly let it be based on the traditions of the old |
'"g.J." That imitation visitation card simply exudes
i that friendliness which we used to know in ghe old |
'days and there is no reason why it should not agnin |
;’oe printed, and with good effect. |

| This Seection of "The Oollector's Digest" will |
deal entirely with matters relating to the reading
‘and collection of those papers dealing with Sexton
'Blake. Articles are welcomed from any reader and we
! ghall be most pleased to include all those itens con-
' sidered worthy. But before sany attempt is mnde nt
printing erticles and anecdotes denling with Blnke
we think it only fitting to introduce you to the !
i Sexton Blake Oorrespondence Glub. Many of you are !
already members of this Olub, which was formed with |
i the intention of bringing all those interested in ;
iBlake, together, and glready 1t has been of great i
‘help in solving problems which have puzzled readers
' for years as well as enabling quite a few to enlarge
' their collection by purchasing from or exchanging i
'with fellow members, copies of "The Union Jack", |
' "Sexton Blake Iibrary" and "Detective Weekly". But !
\the first great task which was accomplished was the !
i series of deputation letters to the Editor of the
‘Iibrary. This deputation may or may not have been a!
 succesas, seeing that it more or less asked for a ;
i return of the old Blake we used to love rather than |
ithe shndow of & sleuth featured to-day, but it DID |
iat least mke the Editor sit up and take notice as |
it were. His reply showed that he was pleased to i
‘lmow that such an interest was shown in Blake, and |
'although he oould not promise anything definite, he |
'did hold out some hope that we might see a new Blnke!
‘Weekly in due oourse. In October of this year we .!
'nnd the first sign of a return to the old timers |
‘when a story by Rex Hardinge appeared in the Idb:m::'yi,
and we hope that ere long, mybe before this appears
in print, more of the old authors my return, pres-
' enting us with a more humn Blake and Tinker, to sny
inothing of a re-introduction to those other two fav-
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| ourites Mrs.Bardell and Pedro. Anyway, it is hoped
. that 2ll members of the club will support any fut- .
; ure campaign we may undertake and also that they !
- will teke the opportunity of commmicating with one!
i another thr the medium of the Club. It is now !
, possible, in this magazine, to let you kmow who the!
| actual members of the Club are at the moment and so!
| we are starting "Blakiana" off by giving you & list
| of the names and addresses of all ourrent members, f
| active or otherwise, and we feel sure that a lively,
| exchange of views will result, in fact probably more
| then views will be exchanged. So don't forget, send
. your Blake articles to us for inclusion and if these
! {tems are likely to cause a spate of correspondence
so ruch the better, for in research the old adage
of "too rrny cooks" does not apply. H.M.B

i
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The Sexton Blake Correspondence Club:

Here we present a list of the names and addres-;
ses of current members:- '

|
(1) H.M.Bond, 172 Crerphilly Rd., Birchgrove,Card- |
1£F, -l

i

(2) H.Leckenby, Telephone Exchange, C/o. Northern
: Comrand Central Registry, York.

' (3) J.W.Gocher, Jnr., "Victoria Cottage", Consti- |
i tution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk. |
: 54) ?.Mertin, 37, Twinnell St., Easton, Bristol. i
. (5) P.Armitage, 205, Brtley Rd., Akverthorpe, Wake-!
[ field, Yorkshire. '

i (6) J.R.Shaw, 6, Colney Hatch Inrne, Muswell Hill,
! London, N.10. :
[ (7) Jg.B.gtva;rt Hunter, 4, Imlworth Rd., Notting-:
m Y X
| (8) Gmnville T.Waine, 3, Croft Iane, Hollins, 5
o Whitefield, Menchester. i
' (9) £1lfred Horsey, A0, Salcombe Rd., Walthamstow, |
London, E.17. |
Eloz H.R.COox, 73, Chelaston Rd., Ruislip, Middlesex. |

i (11 Fig..‘gottomley, 48, Downhills Park Rd., Tottenham,
| ndon. |
i (12) ]i‘éE.S'mnmrd-, 37, Rectory Iane, Clelnsford, l

ssex. :

i
5’(13] Douglas Brooks, 34, Lish Grove, Palmers Green,
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i (14) Olive Simpson, "Ebor Mount", York Place, Knares-
i borough, Yorkshire. !
' (15) Wm.Oolecombe, 256, South ive., Southend-on-Sea, !
[ Essex. !
| (16) Wilfred Darwin, 76, Western Rd., East Dene, :
j Rotherham, Yorkshire. |
i(17 ) Rgioﬁglphin, "The Wicket", Hyde Heath, Amersham,
:(18) S;Ilﬁig.ment, T™wnpath, Gobowen, Oswestry, Shrop- :
| (19) Vinoent Baxendale, 19, Vincent St.Openshaw, |
i ‘¢ Manchester, 11. .

i (20) Derek sdley, 19, Braithwaite Gdns., Stanmore,
i Middlesex. f
' (21) Eric Fayne, The Modern School, Grove Rd., Sur- |
biton, Surrey. 'r

: There you are! Twenty-one enthusiasts of Sexton,
i Blake to date. We shall print subsidiary lists from |
 time to time. Members of the Olub are asked to i
iadvise us of any change of address. i

I

| Forthcoming 4ttractions: .

! "I Visit Baker Street¥ No.l. — — H.M.Bond. ;
|
|

i
]

i
,i "The Traveller Detective" - "The Art of Eric R.
| Parker" - "Baker Street Recollections" -~ "Blake's

i Scotland Yard Friends".

If YOU have any original ideas for Bleke artic-
les, please work on them and let us have the result.

The more the merrier.

|
f
i
i
|

THE SEXTON BIAKE LIBRARY (2nd Series)

' , 744 Stories - The Men who Wrote Them by i
!_ Herbert Leckenby i

| Interest in the umen who wrote the yarns of Sex-
. ton Blake seem to never grow less, if anything it ]
| inoreases with the passing years. There are those |
| believe Hemilton Teed was the greatest ever, some |
' who are loyal to Robert Murrey, others who swear by !
' Gilbert Ohester, still more who think Gwyn Evans was
king. Quiroule, Skene, Brooks and Hardinge have !
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‘their supporters, whilst not a few have a kindly |
- thought for Blair and Murray Graydon, those veterans
‘of the little army. I am convinced, therefore, that
- the detailed list of how the 744 stories in the !
,S.B.L. 2nd Series, were shared among them will be of!
jno 1little interest. It has taken a great deal of !
jcompiling for, as readers know, no authors names !
were given until the series was well on its way. For
ithe fact that I am able to supply all the names I anm
iindebted in great measure to that energetic member
of the younger generation, John W.Goocher. He, with .
| sublime confidence, submitted & long list of titles
tto the Editor of the Iibrary and asked for the aut-
thors names to be appended. John must have o way with
ihim for he got them, every one of then. In helping
'make my list complete his help was invaluable. Nice |
Iwork, John! '

'- Well, after checking amd re-checking, this is
i'how the list worked out:-

; G.H.Teed, 78; Gilbert Chester, 64; Allan Blair, .
'59; John C.Brandon, 56; Ooutts Brisbane, 47; Wo.Mur-
'ray G:r:aﬁdon, 45; Dongld Stuart, 41; Pierre Quiroule,!
. 38; Ant Skene, 3h; Rex Handin e, 34; Gwyn Evans,
131] Warwick Jardine, 92; Welter Edwerds. 19 Paul |
i Urqubhart, 18; Merk f)sbome, 17; Iester Bidston, 13; |
'Hylton Gregory, 12; Stanton Hope, 1l; John Hunter, |
'11; Anthony Parsons, 1ll; E.J.Murray, 9; Edwy Searles‘i
;Brooks, T; Arthur S.Hardy, 7; Sidney Drew, 4; Imd- |
- broke Black, 4; Mnurice B.Dix, 4; Andrew Murray, 4; |
. L.C.Douthwaite, 3; Stacey Blake, 3; John COreasey, 3;:
; Barry Perowne, 3; George Dilnot, 3; Martin Fraser,
33 Lewis Oarlton, 3; F.Addington Symonds, 2; J.N.
 Pentnlow, 2; Hedley Scott, 2; Richard Goyne, 2; '
' H.Gregory Hill, Barre Iindon, H.Townley, Gordon Shnwi
'R.F.Poster, W.J.BElliott, Michael Poole, Richard !
' Essex, H.P.Vickery, John Ascott, Iewis Jackson, T.C.!
' Bridges, Vernon Prost, Geranld Bowran and Olifford
' Gates, 1 eaoch. Total 744, with 53 authors. :

i Comments: I say 53 suthors, actually the number
'was not quite that for it is certain that some of !
' them wrote under more than one nane. It is a fact,
~for instance, that E.J.Murrny and Sidney Drew were
- one and the same. lark Osborne was John Ascott, and
~there's a suspicion that Hylton Gregory was onother
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'way of saying H.Gregory Hill. There may hbe other in-!
' stances. Edwy Searles Brooks wrote one as Berkeley
 Grey, but I have included that in his seven.

An examingtion of the figures is really intri-
' guing. We find, for example; that although some 50
‘guthors contributed, eleven of them shared 529 stor-!
'ies. G.H.Teed, as was to be expected, came out well |
' on +top, though it has to be remembered that a number
| of his stories appeared twice. This applied to oth—i[
'ers also, inoluding Pierre Quiroule and Gwyn Evens. |
A real surprise to me was the number written by that
grand old timer Allan Blair. Until John W.Gocher |
‘came along with his "secret" list I had no idea he |
‘had been so active in the Blake field. W.Murray Gray+
‘don's record too, is impressive for the reason thot |
‘No.2A0 was his last. This was not surprising seeing!
that when the second series started he had been writt
' ing stories for some 40 years. I have an idea thnt |
if n complete record of the lst series ocould be com-!
piled he would be well in the lead. |
| .

@ Another striking ackievement is John G.Brandon's,
| for No.3h5 was his first story. To finish fourth with
' that late state suggests he was very busy writing :
'about Blake in the latter period of the series.

i Oon the other hand it is really surprising to note
| thet Lewis Jackson wrote one solitary story, and
i that under a pseudonym, Stephen Hood. Where was he !
'all those years? lMore remarkable still, the name of.
| Robert Murray, brillient creator of the Confederation,
' Paul Oynes, and Dr.Satrda, does not appear at all.
'Admirers know, however, that he was often ill, and
maybe the length of & Ldbrary story was too much for.

him.

|
I
|
|

Well, it a fine list of names of men who knew so!
'well how to write of the Sexton Blake we loved, and '
'the other dwellers in the famous house in Baker

Street W. Sad to relate, the ranks of the little
‘army are seriously depleted. Brilliant Teed, gay Gwyn
'Evans, prolific Graydon, fascinating Robert Murrey,
- Osborne, Andrew Murray, and J ohn G.Brendon, we know
. have joined the Great Majority; we fear there may be;
. others, for their ﬁirs were many when 1nst we heard;
' of them. Others, e Pierre Quiroule, E.S.Brooks, |

A AR e e i
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and Anthony Skene, still use their pens, but not to
write of Blake. It seems to those who have follow- -
ed the gdventures of the Man from Baker Street

- throughout the years, that no one has risen to take |

. wanted. Egpecinlly "Gems" Nos. 16, 22 385. Would
i gladly buy or exchange.

; the place of those that have gohe. Still, that may |

be just the old, old sigh that things are not so
good as they uaed to be, to which the retort is, they
never were, and I hnve s suspicion that so long as

' & Blake story is written, his bnnd of devotees w111'
' never be able to resist the temptation to peruse 11:.

Advertisements

Certain early "Mrgnets", "Gems", "Plucks",

Shaw, 6, Colney Ihtoh Irne, London, N.1lO.

Winnted: Certain "Gems" between 1932 and 1937;
"Irgnets" before 1916, any condition so long ns
rendnble., Any rensonnble price paid. "Schoolboys
Own Iibrary" for exchange for other enrly numbers.

Shepherd, 3, Priory Plnce, Sheffield, 7. !

Wnted: “Union Jacks", 1910 - 1914, bound or |
loose; highest prices paid. Also "Chums" 1919. f
Maidment, Twmpeth, Gobowen, Oswestry, Shropshire.

"Magnets" and "Schoolboys Own's" wanted to com-
plete set for binding. Send serial numbers and price
to: R.M.Jenkins, "Qalfe", 2, Town Hall Road, Havant,
Hants. ;

WVanted: "Nelgon ILee's", "Monster" Iibraries;
"Union Jack's", "Sexton Blake Iibraries"; "Detective
Weeklies", "Thrillers" "Ma gnets", "Gems" "Popul-
ars" and "Schoolboys Own Libra.ries"

C.Simpson, "Ebor Mount", York Place, Knares- :
borough, Yorkshire. i

For Advertisement Retes see

Page 3.
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SEXTON BIAKE OROSSWORD No.l ;
by H.M.Bond

Across:

l. =~ Peel had such a horss.

7. Pamous Blake artist (abbrev.)

8. O0Oroock glmost a poet.

10. Urs.Bardell ensures Blake and Tinker does this

i with relish.

12. He was a steeplejack.

ild. Purg was familiar with this.

16. An extra letter makes an explosive.

18. Blake has no use for this type, useful though he,
! my be.

19. Beker - (abbrev.) ;
20. Blake, first and last. i
21. Beginnings of Evans, Rochester and Teed. .
23. Bileen reminds us of a kind of storm. :
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24, TPerrers name but not his title. :
25. The Owl plus these meke & strong ren. |

. o8 Aided s Ohinese Prinoa.

27. The 'Grey Panther' is Blake's - oar. i
29. Heads of Blake and Coutts sound very ancient. |
30. Why! This Blake author seems to have depar'ted:.

Down : |

l. Varwick is nearly a fish. !
2. His second name reminds us of a tree and an
exclamation!
3. This author sounds tough.
4. It had a record run. (abbrev.)
5. Mary assisted a surgeon.
6. Blake once met s black one.
9. These help to mmke Blake.
1ll. Second and seventh of No.l2 across.
13. Skene and Parsons hnave this in common. _
15. An associnte of this character sounded like
sore gardens. i
17. He created No.2f ncross. @
20. A poet, a doctor, and n detective. |
22. Pedro is this. [
26. Our hero is abbreviated. i
28. The latter helf of a Chinese detective, or is !
it his surmane ?

L8 will be appreciated, the compiling of this
puzzle hns been far from easy owing to the very '
limited number of titles, names, etc., available. |
I think that a2ll the clues refer to Blake or Blake |
lore directly or indireotly, and should not prove !
too difficult to understand. |

The solution will be given in the next issue.

Oontinued from Page 7: Re—printed Pieces: i

On a rough average, therefore, a St. Jims story;
appeared every other month, and a Rookwood story
every third month. But often there were long gaps |
like the one between Nos.226 and 262, during which |
time no Rookwood story appeared at all, every pronm-

_ — - — e —— e
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. inence being given to the saga of Dr.Ssmmy Spar- :
i shall of Grimslade which, when reprinted from the !
| Renger, occupied seven oopies of the S.0.L. between !
| August 1934 and Peb.1936 (Nos.232, 238, 242, 248, |
| 252, 254, 256). No doubt Rookwood devotees were ’
| supposed to be satisfied with the few reprints in |
ithe "Gen". i

|_ Sometimes queer anomolies oocurred in the S.0.L.!
i Let us take, for example, the story of Edgar Bright,!
' the "Toad of the Remove", who was at Greyfriars in !
' the Auturm of 1927. This tnle was twioce reprinted mi
.i the ILibrary but from different angles. As the story ;
- deals with Levison's return to Greyfrinrs to find an
- 0ld will, S.0.L. No.1l79 "The Toad of the Remove" is |
| "Prank Richards" and oontrnins no scenes at St.Jims
iwhile S.0.L. No.3A5 "The Boy who Came Baok" is by E
Mertin Olifford, and is almost entirely situated nt |
| the Sussex School, the sotion moving to Greyfrinrs |
' only ot the end. The very last episode in both these!
i numbers is taken from "Megnet" No.1l0%4; apart from |

' this they bear little resemblance to each other. !
| |

i Very few stories by substitute writers were ever;
' reprinted from the "Gem" and the "Magnet". The onﬂ ;
| gpurious Greyfriars story was S5.0.L.No.15 "Footha i
| geroes". St.Jims fared worse; altogether six 'duds' |
' appeared again, two of which No.1lB8A "The Secret of |
| Drere Manor" and No.224 "Handforth at St.Jims" were |
| palpeble forgeries. The latter was written by E.S.
| Brooks in his own style and he seemed to make little
L offort to imitate Mr.Hamilton's.No.240 "Tom Merry's !
| enemy" was an indifferent attempt. But the other

| three are quite & different story. They nre:-

r
i
|
E No.180 "Ghums Alfoat". ]
i No.274 "Osmp and Caravan'. 1
: No.276 '"Nippy fron Nowhere". g
i :

These were in &8ll probebility written by COlive :
' R.Penn, the only person who ever used Mr.Hamilton's |
- pen—pames without his disepproval. And one can app- |
' reciste the reason, for these tales seem to be writ-
. fem by the hand of the master himself. It is unfoxrt
unete that, if the employment of substitute writers '
' wa.s ineviteble, the 4.P. did not always oall first



s S il e St «

| on the son of Menville Fenn.

The last changes in the "Schoolboys' Own ILib-
rary came duri the war when in Jan.1940, the price;
was raised to 4§d and in July when the copies for
the last month of publication reverted to the /4 |
page edition with even closer type than that of the |
first seven years. Signs of the impending orisis |
vere the two Greyfriars stories that appeared each |
month from April to June and the absenoce of advert- |
isement of future oopies in the June issues. As it |
was, the Egypt series had only just started their !
reprinting. Nevertheless, it is queer to note that
the 1ibrary outlived even the "Magnet" itself by a |
few weeks. :

There is no doubt that the S.0.IL. has played a !
useful part in meking available for new readers the
best of the old stories that were so popular in
their day. That it had its failings it is admitted, ;
but they were by far outweighed by its advantages. |
Some collectors, I am aware, disdain to allow the f
S.0.L. to become part of their hoard on the grounds !
that it lacks the atmosphere and character of the |
"WMagnet" and "Gem". On the other hand, it is unden-
inbly more comvenient both to read and to store, and
I have no hesitation in prophesying that in the dim ;
future when most of these weekly papers we treasured
have gone to dust, there will still be nestling on |
the bookshelvea somewhere between novels and other |
' volumes & few copies of the "Schoolboys' Own Lib- |
| Texy". 5
! : I
| Abbreviations: "A.P." - Amlgamted Press. |
| "S.0.5." -~ "Sohoolboys*' Own Id.‘nrary“?

|
Il
i
1
1
|
|
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