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THE ZDITOR S4¥YS - "THANK YOU":

43 Co—editors, my colleague and I are probably
rather unusual. Instead of discussing plans across
a table, or seated in £ couple of chrirs by & fire,
we sre over 300 miles apart. We have to confer by
post or an occasionnl 'phone cill. You can't say
mich in six minutes, and when you are suddenly cut
off £t the vital moment, ns hns happened more than
once, it tends to be exaspernting. Thus our tesk in
getting No.l published within five weeks of initiml
planning /a8 no easy onc. Moreover, in the besinning,
we had to meet numerous set backs and disnppoint-
ments. Optimisticnlly we fixed n date on which we
might hrve the issue completed, and we my be for-
given n feeling of sntisfrction when we sy our
objeet was achieved on the very dry. The only alten
rtion was, we gave eight more pages than we origin-
ally intended! No editor, sernning the first copy
of A newspaper destined for o mnmoth circulation,
could have felt prouder that we did when thnt dry
nrrived. Now the copies hmve been disprtched to thef
rr jority of English counties, to Vinles, Scotland,
Northern Irelrnd and Bire, to tustrnlin, New Jenl-
and, Geunndr mné the U.S.4. Not rmech tine hag elnp-
sed, but slrerdy expressions of opinion are flowing
in. &8 we re~nd thex we fecl it wns all worth while,
for so far, it is flowers all the way, kindly, gen-
erous compliments from all sides. Particularly pleas-
ing were congratulations from three masters of the
art of story writing. Mr.F..tddington Symonds, Mr.
R...H.Goodyear, and Mr.Charles Hamilton, and & very
generous tribute from Mr.Joseph Parks, publishers of
our contemporary "The Collectors' Miscellany". In
just one or two instances wes there a note of crit-
f{cism. One came from an esteemed friend who ha ppenedy
to be born before the great majority of us. To him,
neturally, there appeared to be too mach about what
he termecd "the moderns", but nevertheless he peid a
tritute ond wished the G.D. every success. Well theq
were the deys when there was a goodly company of col
leotors who valued "The Boys of England”, "The Boys
Stendard", "Comrades" and the rest, just as highly
as the younger generation do "The lipgnet”, "The Sex-
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vess wamne LLDrRYy " and others of the "moderns. Fut
enevitably, Pr.ther Time has taken his toll, and the
renks of the Viotorians are sadly thinned. Hrppily
there are still some who are as keen as ever, and
the jourmals of the nineteenth century have an hon-
oured place in the history of boys papers. We shell
endeavour to give those who are left their quota and
if any of the little band care to submit articles on
their favourites we shall be pleased to have them so
that others can see there were fine papers too, long
before they were born.
It 1s quite impossible for us to reply to all th
friendly letters that have come along nor to acknowl
ledge, so we say here to each and every one, "THANK

Yoo. . Yours -sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY .

W

P.o:

Ls we stated that payment for No.l was optional,
gsome of those who have not written possibly thought
there wes no necessity to acknowledge it, intending
to start their subs. with No.2. We are, therefore,
sending copies of this Issue to all who received
No.l. We should be grateful, therefore, if all who
wish to continue would let us know promptly to ennbl
us to calouleste requirements for No.3.

L1

"The Colleotor's Digest" Subscription Retes:

Single oopies 1s.1d post free. Three copies (on
publication) 3s.3d post free. Six copies fs.Ad post
free. Postal Orders to be mnde payable to H.ILeckenby}
at York, un-crossed. _

tdvertisement Rates:

Small Advertisements 1d per word (name and addrefs
will be inserted free of charge).

Contributions intended for publication are, if
posgible, to be typewritten on sheets the same size

as this page.
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STQF PRESSI Billy Bunter returns from the Grave

Just in time for insertion in this issue came &
letter from Franlk Richards containing some surprising
and remarlamble news. It will set his army of admirers
agog with excitement. Here it is:-

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 204 DEgy 2346

Very many thanks for your letter and copy of The
Collectors Digest. It makes very entertaining reading
indeed.

I should have written sooner to thank you for thij
but I have been up to my venerable ears in Greyfriarsk
Did I tell you that at long last I have decided To
let Billy Bunter come back ? The A.P. have now no
objection and in point of fact it was impossible to
refuse to do what so many o0ld readers demanded. I we g
agtonished indeed, thet is putting it mildly, by the
shoals of letters thnt followed the Picture Post art-
icle almost all of them ~sking for Greyfrinrs cgrin.
I don't understhnd it even yet. Nine to one went Grey}
frinrrs, not more¢ thnn ten per cent ssking for St.Jids]
nnd not more thnn two or three per cent for Rookwood,
In view of this Greyfrinrs hnd to come back, but you
crn guess that I was very glad to hear from the A.P.
that they hnd no objection.

"Billy Bunter of Greyfrirrs School", a story of
novel length, will be published by Chorles Skilton &
Co. Ltd. The price ig not yet settled but will pro-
bably be about As.04. The first volume will be fol-
lowed by more ~t regulnr intervals. It is rather a
new ides. to publish Bunter in the form of substantirl
volumes, the length of an aversge novel, and I shnll
hope that it will be =~ guccess. :

lerretts I expect, will be putting out 1ls.0d Bun-
ter volumes. Now that the fat o0ld bean is coming back
there will not be & Bunter shortage in the future.

By the wey, Topham and St.0live's are now on the
market. They can be had at Woolworths. The publishers
tell me they can't supply by post owing to stff

shortage. With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
. Frank Richsrds.

(8]
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(11, thet's grand news for the Iew Year! The
Tophan and St.0live's stories by the way are priced
434, and eppcar as the Mascot Schoolboy and School-
girls Serdies respeotively. One in "Top Study at Top-
hem'" and the other "Pemela of St.0live's". Editor.)

(Iater: 16th Dec. Billy Bunter of Greyfrinrs
School is now in the publishers hands).

"THE LOVABIE D'ARCY" by Herbert Leckenby

Returning to my office one summer evening during
the war I stopped to speak to the military policemmn
on guard at the entrance. He wes 2 battle searred
veteran, of rether fearsome countenance, bvut quite =
hnraless soul when yow got to know him. The hour was
1ate and if he kept his wenther eye open he could
relax o little. Sticking out of my pocket was a roll
of "Gems", papers I hoped to browse over for odd mom-
ents during the night watches. We ohatted for a whild
then he seld "Got owt to read there - summt to pass
+he time on gfter ttofficers! been round?" Rather
beshfully I withdrew the papers; I was rather doubt-
ful about & "Gen' being of interest to a grim faced
tped-cap". But I got & pleasant surprise! The one
which eaught his eye hrhppened to be thnt Inst blue
oovered issue, "Under Gusgy's Protection" (No.436).
4 wide grin sprend over his face, transforming it so
thot the troops wouldn't have recognised him, and he
exoleimed, "W/ell, 4h'll be dammed, Gussy! Where the
hell did you get this?" He wns s excited as some
collectors' I could mention, opening a parcel con—
teining some long sought for "Mignets" or "Union
Jeoks". 'YBring back memories, do they?" I said.
"Memories? Ah'll say they do" he ohuckled, "Why 4Lh %

remember buying these, this very number in fmet, thi
very ruddy number. Ah'd just left school". (Yes,
het'd onoe heen & boy!) His grin broasdened, "Ee, how
1 used to laugh et Gussy. - What & begger he was for
falling in love with t'girls. I'll borrow this if yet
don't mind".

I seid I didn't mind, and handed him one or two
more, then passad on to duty' thinlking I had done my
day's good deed. & day or two later, when he handed
them ok, he was profuse in his thanks. As we parted
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he seid with a cimckle, "Pity t'Gem doesn't oome out
now. If it did &h wonder how poor owd Gussy ud' be
doing about his blinking clothing coupons?" I had tq
laugh at that illuminating thought. It did make one
regret more than ever that the "Gen" was no more. Hoy
WOULD D'Arcy, or Martin Clifford, have dealt with
thet perplexing problen.

#ell, the other night I was turning the pages of
that last of the blue covers and it recalled that
episode with my friend the 'red-cap'! when the nights
were grim. Then I fell to ruminating over the trials
and triumphs of one of the most lovable characters iny
the whole history of juvenile ficticn, or any other

fiction for that matter. His slin, elegant fizure van

ished into the shadows of ancient St.Jin's a long tig
ago, but his memory lives with us still. Let us re-~
call hin for a while.

The Honourable Arthur 4gustus D'Arcy, second son
of the Earl of Eastwood, was the leading hunorous
character of the "Gen", Jjust ag Billy Bunter was of
the "Magnet". But there the comparision ended, in
611 other ways they were as the poles apert. It says
rmch for the inimitable skill of the one we knew as
Frank Richards - Irrtin Clifford, that he could writg
week after week, for over three decodes, about two
guch diverse charncters and lenve one longing for
nore At the end as rmuch as one did at the beginning.
D'Arcy was slin and debonnire, Bunter wias obese and
slovenly; D'Arcy was generous, Bunter vnas greedys
D'Arcy was hnndsome, not even Bunter's nother would
say he had any good looks; D'drcy wasg good at gnines
and sat a horse with grace; Bunter hrrdly knew the
difference between a cricket bnll and a footbnll and
would hnve frllen off = donkey; D'4rcy, scion of a
noble house, wes a friend to all nen; Bunter, son of
a third rate stockbroker, was » snob. Yet, for over
30 years they ench mnde millions lepugh, D'Arcy's
lisp, his nonocle and his concern for clothes caused
a8 rmch arusenent as Bunter's famous postal order.
Ind there was even a difference in our mirth. You
lnughed AT Bunter but laughed WITH D'droy. You liked
to see Bunter get into trouble, but had an instinct-
ive wish to see D'ircy get out of it. 4nd even sone-
times there wrs something like & terr behind our

e
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leuzhter in the emse of "the swell of St.Jim's".
There were the occsmgions when he fell in love, for
instance, and, as the military policemen s=id, he
did quite often. Well, it was all very naturnl,
boys in their teens DO fall in love, even in their
early teenms. And D'Arcy like the rest, oft tines fell
a vietin to the tender passion with nembers of the
opposite sex whose yerrs were rAny more than his; rn
ectress mayhbe. On such occasions he showered her with
gifts, and ignored, with lofty oonterpt, the chnff
of his chums. Then in the end, when the lovely 1rdy
chided hin gently, pointed out that by the time he
had left school she would be in her forties and mey-
be bringing up a fanily and dismissed him with a
notherly kiss. You laid your "Gem" down with s sus-
picion of a luip in the throat and a sigh like "poor
old Gussy". It was all very humn, and 'Martin Clify
ford' handled the toueh of pathos with mmsterly
skill.

D'4rcy, ohivalrous fellow that he was, had a sub}
lime faitlh in his fellow nen. There was an occasion
when he ran awey from St.JdJim's, not on account of
his own misdeeds, but through some trouble his scally-
wag younger brother had got into. Tramping to London
he mede the scyguaintence of a tramp, and they journ-
eyed on together. They spent the night under the
stars, with mother earth for a bed. When D'Arcy woke
he found he was alone. He ocame to the coneclusion
thet his friend the tramp had gone dovn to o~ nenrby
gtrean for & wash. Dear; guileless Gussy! He come 19
learth & 1little later when he found his watch and mont
ey had departed too!

John N.Pentelow, in those delightful biographies
of the boys of St.dim's, summed up Arthur Agustus
perfectly in a sentenoce when he described him thus:

ugimple, yet no simpleton; proud without =

touch of snobbery, brave and tender hearted,

e very human boy, and yet a great gentlemen

in the best sense of the word".

Yes, that was Gussy exmctly. It was written when)
the "Gem" was only about eleven years old; he had
mny triels and adventures sfter that, but he re-
mined the same to the end.

George Orwell, that provoocative critic, in one of
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his essays, hag s sneer at the "Gen" and the "}rgnet)
saying they were full of snob sppeal with a deliber-
ste policy of makingz the youthful reader have & pro-
per respect for the higher stratas of society. Maybe
he wes thinking of T'Arcy and Lord Miuleverer. But
Orwell was talking through his het. irthus LAgustus
never onde any villerge youth raise his hnt one inch
higher to the squire, or ~. London boy step off the
pavenent for o dweller in Mryfnir. &Lnywry, the mnn
who was responsible for D'trcy effectively dealt
with Ir.Orwell.

D'Arcy, as J.M.P. so aptly put it, was s very
human boy. He had his faults thank goodness. He wes
stubborn once he had made up his mind, nothing would
move him. If he had decided to spend half-an-hour
choosing a tie, and & train he and his chuns had to
catch went in twenty minutes, they would miss the
train unless they got him to the station by main
force. He had also a firm belief thst he could sing
tenor solos, when everyone else was sure he could
not. Ie agaein had & high opinion of hig powers as &
sportsman. He had some justification there though,
for sone times he flew down the wing to secure a
vital goal, and on many occasions his flashing blade
hit off the runs just when they were wanted. &nd his
conceit was usurlly only = pose, for he was always
willing to retire gracefully in favour of 2 better
pan when the occasion required it.

My friend the red-cap wondered how D'Lrcy would
have got over the clothing coupon problem. One al-
nost wishes the "Gem" could hsve continued if only
to let us see how that zrave situmation would be dealy
with. One thing we can be sure of, Gussy would have
played the game. He would not have dabbled in the
black rmarket, he would not have taken coupons from
the other fellows, even from his brother Wally, who
never bothered rmch sbout clothes. He wouldn't have
to hard out coupons for toppers if he could get then
Shiny suits would not look well with glossy toppers,
but Gussy would loyally have dressed that way even
} if it had neant & puckered brow and a heavy heart.
Unfortunately we shall never know.

D'.rey wes At St.Jin's & long time, but not = day
too long. He wns there before Tom lerry. Some of us
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knew him before the "Gem" was born, for we renmember
hisgisensational entry in the days of the yellow bP.ckedL
"Pluck". For over three decades countless boys
revelled in his escapades in that mgiec corner of
Sussex where all the inhabitants used the seme enl-—
endar for over thirly years, yet parndoxieally kept
pace with the world outside. One sometimes wonders
what would have happened if they had nl1l been nllow
to grow older like ordinary mortnls. Fortunately th
weren't, but if it had been so we can imagine D'Ar
in due course of time, becoming Captain of St.Jim's.
4nd we can be sure he would have made & good one. H
would bheve ruled with a firm, but kindly, hand, and
kept a fatherly eye on the tenants of Study 6 in th
Fourth Form passage, and the scallywags of the Thir

If that had been the policy we can visualise
D'Arcy doing his bit in what we used to eall "the
war". He would doubtless have been an officer in the
Guards, unperturbed and immeculate in the dirt of tm
trenches. We cen imagine his men saying "We'll foll
good old Captain Gussy and his window pane anywhere'l.

Then, when peace had come sgain, we might hove
read of D'Arcy following in the footsteps of his
brother, Lord Conway, and teking a party of a new
generation of St.dim's boys on & Continental tour ox
in & Gient eeroplane to the Southern Seas. Ister
gtill of him really falling in love, and not being
recjected as in days of yore. And then —— Well, I
think I had better stop, for by this time he would
have been - well no, no one could imngine denr old
Gussy at fifty-five.

THE 'HOLIDAY' SERTES: by Tom Armitage

During the run of three famous schoolboy week-
lies, "Magnet", "Gen" and "Nelson Iee", some of the
nost populer stories were those which eventually
becane known &s the holiday series. Of course each
year included reny one or two-week yarns with a holij-
day flavour, notably at Easter and Whitsun, but
those I wish specially to nention were practically
all mid-sumner vacation period and dezlt with the
always exciting adventures of our schoolboy heroes
abrond. The "Gem" didn't feature rrny of these stord
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ies, only mbout 28 to 31 "The Floating School!, 4h to
50 "Ton Merry Out West", ete., 1187 to 1911, South
Africen Scries, 1297 to 1302, United States. 1h41 to
1644 Brazilinn Congo series, 863 to 8,9 Inharn series|
965, ete. Indian series, 1017 to 1026 South Sers,
1099, etc., Hollywood scries, 1228 to 1236, Prcific
series. Whilst the holidmay stories in the "Gen" were
quite remdnble, one did not get the sene satisfnction
rs with the "l gnet" series s in these,; Frank Rich-
rrds gnve the nost deteiled and accurnte descriptions
of every foreign 1nnd in which his charncters sojour-
ned for = tine. But by far the nost consistent of hol
iday storics were in the "Nelson Lee Library". DBvery
fugust, with few exceptions, the St.Frank's boys'
vere to be found in foreign lands. Fortunntely they
hnd » kxind of pet millionaire, Lord Dorrimore, per-
haps the most populsar of =1l "globe trotters" in
schoolboy fiction. Mr.Brooks rather drew the long-
bow shrll we say, in some of his holidey stories, bub
8till, tine hms proved thet whet was fancy in, sny,
1924, wag fact in 1944. For instanoce, the wonderful
"Ship of the Sehern" which could journey on lnnd or
{sea by the use of caterpillnr trrctors. On conprring
. "Mrgnet? geries 1589-1598, with a "Nelson Tee" ser-—
ies 529-536, one finds thrt the Greyfrinrs storics
are nore detailed, perhnps = shade nore setisfying.
(Both nbove exnmples are South Sea stories). However,
one begnn to look forward to the "grnnd new suner
holidny series" in the N.L.L., and E.E.Brooks cert-
ninly gnve his readers plenty of enjoyable rending.
Let us run back over the years and see what we had 19
read about. No.158, 15th June, 1918, contained the
first of an eight weeks series "Captain Burton's
uest". This was the first of the holiday series as
the St.Frank's stories had only been running since
July of the previous year and readers were just beg-
inning to know the characters. This series was &
pretty good one, about the South Sea Islands, which
seem to be ever popular with boys. Reprinted in the
"llonster Iibrary" No.l, 1925. Next came an African
gseries, Nos.213 to 220. In 1920 ceme » rather longer
set of stories, 264 to 274, denling with the discov-
ery of a race of white gisnts in South Amerioa. By
now we were getting used to the situation. This was
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a really good series with all the favourite char-

acters in the limelight, Nelson Iee, Lord Dorrimore,

Umlosi, ete. (Continued)

IETTER BOX:

As we anticipated, Pat's letter brought an sveal-
anche of indigmant retorts. We can only find room fo

extracts from two or three of them. In fairness to

Pnt, however, we might mention that one oorresponden*
agreed with hin to some extent, but he wanted plenty

of news nabout the papers in guestion.

Dear Sir,

Your reeder "Peit" whose letter apperred in No.l
of the C.D. is evidently not A connoisseur of good
liternture else he would not have mnde the remnrks
he did concerning the school stories in "The Gem"
and "The Megnet" Libraries. The writer of those stor
ies is a genius, and is the only true grent writer
nearly &1l of whose works have consisted of stories
intended exclusively for young renders. The stories
in "The Genr" and "The Magnet" were intendedto appeal
0 readers of & wide range of ages - from about
eight to eighteen - hence the need for mny of them
to contain a number of amusing incidents very simply
degeribed to attrnct Aand interest the younger rend-
ers. The enrly "Mngnets" were undoubtedly intended
for older renders than the "Gem", for they contrine
very few incidents of this type. Then, commencing in
about 1919, the now fanous character, William George
Bunter was rnde rmuch nore prominent, thus mking the
"Vegnet" appeal to 2 tmch wider range of nges than
hitherto. Conplete plots were never repeated, but
there were occagionnl repetitions of thene, which,
however, would not be noticed by renders thking the
papers every week, even over 7 period of mny yenrs.
W.G.Bunter can hardly be said to be likeable, but he

is, nevertheless one of Mr.Hamilton's. most brilliant-

1y drawn characters..In this respect he is like a
great meny other famous fictional characters that we
mey not actually like, though we are very interested
in them, and greatly admire the skill with which

they are depicted. (Comprre Shaksspeare's Falsatfl

kr 3
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and Sazo). The objeet of this letter is not Yo con-
vert your reader "nt" to en apprecintion of the
"Magnet! and "Gen" but A refutation of his recarks
is necessary lest they should nislend other readcrs.

Yours truly.
John R. Shaw.

Pat's letter armnzes nme. I did not think anyonc
could call the "Mamet" and "Gex" over-rnted. I dis-
ngree thet the sane sort of plots were “served up
regulerly. The mppenl of the stories lay in the frct
thnt they never affected the impossible; ns for Bun-
ter. he was never intended to be taken seriously.
Lnyway the proof of the pudding is in the enting. The
" gnet" and the "Gen' records trke some benting -
rnd here's ry nenme too.

Tonn Sineclnir, 9 Branston Terr.Leeds 10.

I think Pat is very hard on W.G.Bunter; ns Billy
holds & specinl place in schoolboy fiction. In ry
opinion the 'freak' chnracters of the Greyfrimrs
stories, notably Coker, Fish and Alonzc Todd, arc the
meking of then - with Bunter at their herd.

J.Br.gerley, "Moorings", Pengilva ,Cornwall.

WANTED: Certain early Masnets, Gens, Plucks; espec—
iaTly Gens Nos.16,22,385. Gladly buy or exchangze.
Shaw, A Colney Hatch Iane, London, N.1O.

WANTED: Dreadnoughts - conplete. Prige, etc. to
H.J.H.Bartlett, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge,Bridport,
Dorset.

WANTED: <4 Gens and Enpire Libraries, 2/- each of-
fered. No.30 Ton Merry & Co; No.38 Ton Merry's Con-
quest; Boys Friend 3d Library wanted, 15/- each of-
fered; 3d and 1d early Gens and Magnets. Interested
in all old Boys Papers.

Richard Whorwell, 29 &spinden Roed, London, S.E.16.

WANTED: Sexton Blake Iibraries; Thrillers; Cherry
Tree lLibraries; M:ignets; SBchoolboys Own ILibraries;
in good condition.

John W.Gocher, Jnr., Victorie Cottase, Constitution
¢ Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk.
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IET 1E _BUY your duplicates o Schoolboys Own, Magned,
Gom, llonster, Nelson ILee, Greyfriars, Popular, Your |
Britain. Special exchange service for Schoolboys
Own, 4/- dozen plus your duplicates; also buying
boumd volumes (only) of Ceptain, Punch (after 1925)
B.0.P. (after 1912), Wide World.
J.Baguley, "Moorings", Pensilve, Cornwnll.

BE QUIRED: Barly Mngnets, red covers; nlso early
ns, ue covers. Highest prices prid.

m.Satchell, 84 Ankerdine Crescent, Shooters Hill,

London, S.E.18. '

POR SAIE: Greyfrisrs Holiday &nnunls, 1937, 1938;
nlso 25 Gems,; 1918-20. Offers invited.
R.Johnson, 31 Argyle Street, Birkenhead.

WANTED: Mmgnets between 1925 and 1933. Idst sup-
plieE on application; also Gens and Holiday &nnuals,
1920, 1930, and 1931.

Robert H.Whiter, 706 Lordship Imne, Wood Green,
London, N.22.

WANTED: Mngnets, Gens, Schoolboys Own Librery, ete.
Plerse send details to:-

4L.M.0.hdley, D., L/FX775918, Air Gunnery Section,
H.M.S.Gnnet, Eglington, Northern Irelmnnd.

WANTED: /Aldine Publioations, Turpins, Durwmls, eto.
Ir.dy, 4 Nunenton Rond, Drngenhnn, Essex.

WANTED: Sexton Blake Library, 1920-35; Union Jack,
T9720-32; Deteotive Weekly, 1933-34.
W.Golecombe, 256 South Lvenue, Southend-on-Seg ,Essex.

WaNTED: Magnets and Sghoolboys Owns, to oomplete
set for binding. Send seriml numbers and price to:—
R.M.Jenkins, Galpe, 2 Town Hall Road, Havant, Hants.

WLNTED: To complete & yun ~ Union Jacks, Nos.1243,
1044, 1245, and 1252. Any reasonable price paid for
these issues.

H.M.Bond, 172 Oaerphilly Road, Birchgrove, Cardiff.

WANTED: Sexton Blakes issued 1920-1930; also Blake
Bust. Any reasonable Price paid.
Rex Dolphin, The Wicket, Hyde Hegth, Amershan,Bucks.
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BOUQU=TS: (4 few taken at Rendon.)

I like the paper very rmch indeed. The general
get up is excellent and I particularly like the cov-
er. Tae large type for the title is & great advant-
age. I have read the whole paper and like all the
contents especially the tribute to Mr.Gander, the
Crossword, and Mr.Jenkins article.

dohn R.Shaw, 6 Colney Hatch Imne,

Muswell Hill, N.10.

@ o .o LI}

Excellent material, varied and good. It should
certainly go down well with all collectors.
Jd.W.Geal, A0 Fleetwood Road,
- Kingston, Surrey.

L ] .=

Yours is a worthy effort. I &at down %o read it

at onee. It is a feast of reading. I am already awaif

ing your next issue.
W.L.Bowden, Redruth, Cornwall.

e = s e L]

A grand effort. The ley-out is good with clear
and easily read print.
M.Colcombe, 256 South Avenue,
Southend-on-Sen..

L L L

Extrenely interesting and very brightly produced
I hope it has come to stey and I should certainly
like to see future numbers.

P.Addington Symonds, 37 Holders Hill Drive,
Hendon, N.W.4.

L) L)

I like it immensely. 4 splendid paper.
Harry Dowler, 86 Hamilton Road,
Longsight, Manchester, 13.

- o .. L

Delighted to get the "Collector's Digest . I hopg
it may have a long and glorious life. It is a splen-
did achievenent. e

J.Parks, 2 Irwin Avenue,

Sa ltburn-by-Sea.
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THE TEREE :USKETEERS: (Continued fron Page 14)

0.385 marked an irportent event in the destines
of the "Marvel®”. The story title was '"The Ba=xle of
Death" and it was the first of the frious dack, Shn,
and Pete stories. &nother appenred in a fortnight,
"The Death Sentence’. Just over thirty of them appes
ed in the 3d series and when the price was incressed
S.Clarke Hook was busy writing them, with the excepy
ion of a few odd weeks, for nearly twenty years.
| Years later, too, some of these stories of the 3d
serles were republished in the "Ranger!" soneyvhst
revised and with the nnnes of the charecters chengeq

FEere are some of the authors, who, in addition
to S.Clarke Hook, wrote frequently for the three
papers. axwell Scott, Henry St.John, Reginald Wray,
Lrthur S.Hardy, Paul Herring, 4lec G.Pearson, lMerk
Darran, John G.Rowe (who also wrote under six pen
names), Herbert Maxwell and Charles Hamilton who, ag
Frank Richards, became the most fzmous of then All.

The ertists included “.H.Olarke, P.Braun, T.W.
Holmes, L.White, Pred Bennett, "Val", V.l.Bowles,
and R.J.MecDonald.

It is interesting to rnote that R.J.MnoDonsld is
8till Active and Pred Bennett's work was to be seen
not so long ago!

Looking through some very early issues recently
L cane across some of the fardilinr sketches of Geo,
Getcombe, he whose - of, so pretty girls, very hand-
some men, and stern hawk faced mistresses, appenred.
hundreds of times in the pages of the '"Girl': Frien%

In those early U.J's. I wns surprised to see he wro
the stories too!

And now T will tell a little story of Iy own.

Some time ago I was able to add a few more of
these three papers to my collection. 4s I looked
through one particular copy caught ny eye. It was
one of the "Marvels" with a Jack, Sem and Pete story
entitled "The Haunted Fort". I immediately sat up
and took notice, a grin spreading over ny feee., ly
thoughts went racing lmok through the years. The
teaocher was 2 burly, easy-going sort of fellow, al-
ways known as "Sammy". He had some quaint, unortho-
dox idess on teaching, some of which were Very pop-

Lular with the lads in his charge. For instance, ercH
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Friday afternoon he would say "Now for the next hour
you can read anything you like, but have your history
books by you just in case anyone comes in." Yes, as
I've sald, we liked some of Samny 's ways. Well, out
would come our "bloods" (I usually acting as a kind
of universnl provider) and for an hour we were nbsor-
bed in Dick Turpin, Deadwood Dick, and the rest,
instend of the doings of Henry VIII or Queen Anne.
Yes, there were times when we quite liked school.

However, one afternoon that was NOT FPriday, I
had done my sums And I noticed Sammy was busy rend-
ing » newspnper. From ry pocket ceme one of oy pap-
ers and I settled down to read it. It wns "The Heun-
ted Fort". I was unlucky, for I eame to with = sthri
when I saw Samry towering over me. "Hi, what's the
iden? It's not blood and thunder day" he snapped.
"Hand it over". I did as I wes told.

After prayers, I stole back to the clnss room in
quest of my "blood". Sarmy never went to prayers, and
there he was sitting bnck in his chnir, his feet on
the 1id of his desk, reading "The Hawmted Fort"."Whnt
do you went?" he growled. "C-c—cnn I hove ry paper
please, sir?" I asked tinmidly. "No, you ocan't. Clear
off! Can't you see I'm rending it?" was Smuy's re-
tort, as he waved ne nwny with n~n inpatient gesture.
Disconsolately I went off hone.

However, next morning he dropped the paper on iy
desk with a non-conmittal grunt. More than once afte:
thnt when he net ne outside he would sey with & grin
"Well, how's Jrck, San and Pete getting on?".

Sanryy died long years ago; I am rmch older than
he was when he confiscated oy paper, but I can still
when I feel the urge, turn to that very "Hounted Fort"
and the others which recall the days when I was young.

VANTED: Nelson Iees, Monster Libraries, Union Jaocks
Sexton Blake Libraries, Detective Weeklies, Thrillers,
Me.gnets, Gens, Populars and Schoolboys Own Libraries
C.Sinpson, Ebor Mount, York Place, Enaresborough,
Yorkshire.

WANTED: OChums, 1903; Captains, Boys Realms, A11

Sports, Sports Budget, Football Favourite, Penny
Pictorial. H.Dowler, 86 Hamilton Rd.,Longsight,

!_Magchesterq 15,
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AUTHCRS &WD THEIR FEN L4MDSs by Herbert Leckenby

When, sore three years 220, the truth becane
Imovm about the authorship of the St.din's, Grey-
frisrs and Rookwood stories, it caused g great sur-
prise. In fact I Xnow sone who had read the stories
for years who said they oould not believe it. There
were others who liad suspected at least o part of the
truth. This, maybe, was to sone extent due to the
fect that the boys of the three schools were well
roquainted with each other. But this, of course,
could have been an sarrangenent between three authorsg
as a ons-time editor of th papers rnther led us to
believe,

However, t&rcughout the yernrsg, the secret wrs
well kept. This wes really due to the fnct thrt when
for the tinme being Charles Honmilton wns Merton Clif-
ford, he completely doffed the mntle of Frank Rich-
ards, and vhen e wes writing About Rookwood he ford
got all about St.Jiz's. No one can sny, for instand
thet Harry Wharton wes in any wny n secand Tom llerry
There is no doubt that for ye‘ars he succecded in
being three nmen, and that wasn't either hinself or
Ralph Redway or Miss Hildn Riehsrds. That my seen
n 1ittle involved, bubt remders will know vhat T
nean. The foregoing leads up to the topic of authors
and their many pen nmames - a fasceinating topic whicH
has Intrigued me sinoe the far off days when I was
8. care-free boy. The details which follow have beey
gathered in verious ways; & decided style which easd
ily betrayed the writers' hiding under another neme
slips on the part of the editorisl gtaff: inforuwr -
tion from authors and editors themselveS° and the
help of good friends with a similar bent.

Probebly the best example of the author who
gimply ocould not disguise himself was dear old J.N.
Pentelow. Call himself Jeok North, Richard Rendolph 4
or what he liked his dinective style stood out like
2 benoon light. Even when reading one of his short
gports articles there was no need to look for his
initials at the foot, for you were awnre of him nfte
the first few pﬂrﬂgrﬂphS'

Others were not so essy to deteot. There ves
Drvid Goodwin,; for instanoce. He hnd ~ crisp, unexng-

r

gerr.ted style with very few mnmerisms to betrny him




43

I hnd = suspicion, houever, he wag also John Tregel-
lis and I kept oy eyes open for information. Camc a
time when serisls by both authors were running in
two of the ‘malgarmeted Press papers at the same tine}p
One dny I noticed thnt the Christian name of the hen
of one story hnd slipped into the place of the otheri
I remenmber how I seized on that clue with a feeling
of self-sntisfaction. Iater Devid Admitted to me thaf
he was also John.

L)

(Continued)

WANTED: Bunter Court series of Magnet. Buy or ex-
change; or loan, please. 4lso Magnets and S5.0.L's.
in genergl similar.

W.E.Edwards, Ivydene, Solid Iene,; Doddinghurst,
Brentwood, Essex.

POR SAIE: Dective Weekly, 1 - 150; Thrillers;Chums;
Boys Heralds, 1 — 26; Champion, Vol.4; Pluck, Vol.l;
Holiday Annuals, etc. A1l bound.

H.Dowler, 86 Hamilton Road, Longsight, Manchester 13}

Tom 4trmitege, 205 Batley Road, Alverthorpe, Wake
field, wishes to thank 21l who have assisted with
titles for his records. Purther titles would be very
welcome. ,

WANTED: Megnet No.l,626, and others near it. Sch-
colboys' Owns, Number 283 (The Phantom of the High-
lands),284 (Ghost of Bannington Grange), &nd others.
Good prices paid.

William L.Bowden, 7 Penryn Street, Redruth, Cornwall}

ITEMS OF INTEREST:

Mr.PF..ddington Symonds tells us in a oheery let-
ter thet his prize novel with the unusuel plot -
"Vurder of Me" (Chosen Books) sold immediately 100, |
000 copies, and that it is to be filmed. Also that
another prize story is being published is a serial
by Pearsons. Purther, hc is busy with three more
novels. A1l this in addition to hig every-day voch-
tion. No 40-hour week for Mr..ddington Symondsi

.. e o e .
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1r.R...Hudson, 5 Torostle Row, Leedg, 10, spotte&
the following dimlogue in "The Hrnging Rope’ by Linr-
tin Kent (Eldon Press, Ltd.):- .

e lce tem fight it out, you'd be surprised how
mrny friendships strrt thet way .

nJjust like the school books", murmoured Dick,
"1Bob Cherry and Herry Whhrton, eh?"

Diclk snt up. "I didn't Jmow you were = lingnet
fnn. Just feney thnt now. You run ncross 'em 211 ovel
the worid.”

Narand days! Yes, I used to buy it on the wny
to school on Monday mornings, rnd rend it ~ll the
way up the road. I was slweys late on Hondnys."

Desr o0ld Harry Wharton & Co. Their napmes will
never die. Thanks, Reg. Magnetites will be interest-
ed. (Editoxr).

IIORE BOUOUETS:

warmest felicitations on your splendid venture.
I wish it & record long life for it is brilliantly
produced and edited. Your tribute to Ilr.Gender most
absorbing.
R.4 .H.Goodyear, \intergreen,
Whesz teroft, Socarborough.

. a L] s

Gongratulstions on & really splendid effort. Be-
lieve me I shall look forward to getting my copy
regularly in future.

Teslie Vosper, 13 Kinlet Road,

Shooters Hill, S5.E.18.

Very favourably impressed with No.l, and very
keen to see No.2. The dupliocating has been done very
quccessfully end hes been turned out much better
than I would have expected.

R.M.Jenkins Oalfe, 2 Town Hall Roed,

Bevant, Hants.

a . & @ e W
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BLAKIANA

L section of the "Collectors' Digest" devoted to
the Man from Baker Street, Sexton Blalre. 411 commm-—
ications relating to Blake matters, inoluding letten
from members of the Sexton Blake Correspondence Club
to be addressed to H.M.Bond, 172, Ceerphilly Rosd,
Birchgrove, Cardiff.

THE EDITOR SAYS:

That at the time of writing this second Editor-
ial I have not yet had any comments regarding No.1l
of "Blakiena'", but it has only just made its appear-
ance and so we must wait until the next issue in
order to discuss any brickbats or bouquets that may
come our way. I sincerely hope, however, that the
contents of No.2 will please you even more than
those of Wo.l. I was most fortunate to obtain, =t
short notice, the splendid tribute to the work of
that clever Blake artist, Eric R.Parker, and althoug
the author wishes to hide his light under the pProv-
erbial bushel T think I might sny thnt he hns some
clain to distinetion in the artistie ficld. I am sunm
you will a1l enjoy his article and I hope that I
shrll be able to give you more from his pen At =
Irter dnte. I should rmuch ~pprecinte comments on
this item by the wny. The second fenture of our 2nd
issue is contributed by myself. This ~rticle was
originnlly scheduled for publiection in "The Story
Paper Collector" but owing to the unfortunste sus—
pension of that valuable paper this wes impossible
and so I considered that it would be of interest to
you in "Blakinnn". I h~ad hoped to inelude another
Blrke Croseword in this issue but as you will renl-
ise the compilation of such ~ puzzle is far from
engy owing to the very limited number of nrmes And
words to be used, mnd so, nt the moment, puzzle No.?2
is still in the embryo stnge. I hope, howsver, thnt
some of you 0Olub members will try snd rmke up a puz-
zle of similar nature. We shall be pleased to pub-

3

(e

lish it, or any other type of puzzle for that retten
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g0 long, of course, that it deals with Sexton Blake
raterial.

The re-appesrarnce of Rex Hendinge with a story
in one of the October issues of tihe S.B.L. has
caused gquite & bit of controversy. It appears that
nost of the old Blake fans think it a very poor
effort and I rust say thet I agree with wost of the
edverse criticisn. In the first place the plot is
very weslk and the characters weaker! There did not
gseeri to be sny tangible olues, and, a&s one nenber
put it, the suthor alnost convinced him that Blske
wes the rmrderer! This, of ocourse, wis Aan exngger-
ation, but it certainly wss £ll very confusing nand
1 feel that Mr.Hondinge should be wnrned thnt he
will lose All his o0ld friends if he continues to
write in such a menner. As hns been the case in
nearly all the recent Blrnke stories, the atnosphere
vas very poor, and Blake n for from huren chnrncter
just another 'tec, in fret. We ~wnit the Aappearnnce
(rs promised by the Editor) of manother old contrib-
utor, Werwick Jordine, and we hope thnt he will not
mke the misteke of fnlling into the sape rut ns the
m jority of the nodern writers.

In conclusion, my I once rgnin nsk n2ll you
renders, nnd club nenbers in particulnr, to get
crnoking on those ider.s you hnve for nrticles! We
want 'en a2ll. If you nre n Blake frn this is YOUR
prper and we want YOUR contributions.

Cheerio for now,

H. M. BOND.
NEXT ISSUE:
"T yvigit Brnker Street”® - No.l.
Sexton Bleake Quiz - = RO

THE SEXTON BLAKE CORRESPONIENCE OILUB:

We heve plensure in welconing three new nembers
to the 0lub. (Lotunlly Mr.Stowe's nnme should hrve
appeared in No.l. Apologies, Dennis.) .

22) Dennis E.Stowe, /95 Queglett Rd.,Birng hnm, 2244

23) D.Ford, 42 West Bond Street, Mrcelesficld.

24) Henry J.H.Brrtlett, Pems Hill, Shipton Gorge,
Bridfort, Dorset.
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THE 4RT OF ERIC P4RKER: By "Nemno!

What is your conception of Sexton Blske? Of Tin-
ker? Of Mrs,gﬁraell? Of Insp.Coutts ? Wu Ling? Zen-
ith the 41bino? Plummer? Rymer? Sir Henry Feirfax?

Your answers to these and a score of similer
questions depend almost certainly on the impressions
you have absorbed of the work of one mn, Eric B.Psxr._
ker.

It is many years now since this brilliant illus-
trator first showed the followers of the Sexton Blake
saga how little they, and other illustrators, really
knew of the characters who were alreedy world-famous.
No portrait of the artist, so far as I on aware, has
ever appeared, to acknowledge the frot, but it is
quite eertnin that to 'BRP! belongs the credit for
the 'authenticity' and conviction of the mentnl por-
traits in the minds of severnl generations of U.Jd.,
D.W., and S.B.L. renders.

Not ~lways wns Erie Prrker the brillirnt draughtd-
mn he has now becone. By comparison with his pres-
ent polished technique and deft style, his early worH
wrs Aadmittedly crude. But nlweys - even in the enrly
nineteen-twenties, it wns in advnnce of the work of
his contempornries. Llwnys it hed ~ sliclmess and
mngnetism thnt enhnnced the attrnetiveness of the
text and gnve vivid renlism to the chnrncters ~nd
the atmosphere.

'Atmosphere! is, I think, the seoret of Prrker's
power. His delinention of the charneters has changed
with the yenrs: his ecraftsmanship hns mntured; but
the atmosphere of his work hmd slways been individus]
and unnistlmble - whether in the sorbre gloonn of
the Pnris crtncombs, the vast spr.oces of » 'Wegtern!
or 'Emstern' loenle, or even in those delightful
cenneos illustreting the hunours of 'Tinker's Note-
book! and the !'Detective Supplenent!'.

Of Sexton Blrke himself it is safe to sey thnt
Eriec Prnrker is the only possible portraitist. The
unique chnrm of the fanous Bust wes no more typicel
of the great detective thmn have been been = thous-—
and or nore blnek and white slketches. It has, in frnef,
been true thet often Brie Prrker illustrrtions hrve
presented a far better picture of the innortnl sleutH
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than hns the story they have illustreted.

and yet 'ERP'S' Blake hes not always been the
same! Onoce he was a thin ren with a mop of curly haid.
Iseter he becane rather nore burly and his hair pro-
portionstely thinneri: There was a period when he was
drawn too tall end gaunt for realism - but invariably
Parker's Blake was the best of his time. Blake in
egsence. Even the shape of the famous nose has varieg
from period to period - but in Parker's work the det-
ective oould always be recognised by his nose Aand his
poise — by the 1ift of a brow or the turn of an eye.
By his shrdow! Even in disguise!

&fter his portrayal of Blake hinself, Prrker's
greetest triunph, in my opinion, wes the penetrniing
representation of Det.-Insp.Coutts. Agressive, cock-
gure, burly, buoolic, Coutts as he should be; Coutts
ns he is - but Coutts as no other artist hns ever
portraycd hin.

But it was not only in the mcute perception of
physiognomy and physigue that Parker had nlways ex-
celled. Equnlly inportant hns been his nmsterly intrg-
duction of convineing 'props'. Whetever the scene or
the riood, sonewhere in the sketeh would be sonething
distinetive to heighten its renlisn. The peculinr
pernphernnlin of that perticulnr phrt of the world
wns alwnys exerplified by some unobstrusive but ess-
entinl detnil.

&nd too, in Prrker's wvork the clothing of his
oharncters hns rlweys been in 'chnrncter'. Essentinlg
ly 'right'. Right for the pharacter, right for the
oiroungtences, right for the senson, right for the
period. Not for Parker the elenent ry devise of port+d
reying all the villains in slouch hnts nnd long overy
conts. Not for hin thc dnted style. Is there o onr
in the sketch? Then it's the latest nodel! L Girl?
Then her dress and coiffure nre in the height of
frshion. L trble-lrmp? a chnir? n telephone? Then yoy
orn depend thnt they're ‘s 1n mode’.

Not for Prrker, either, the convenience of r few
gtook poses, the formule for » hond, the ensy pro-
file, the conventionnl perspective. Lnd yet, with it
n1l, he conbines an appesrnnce of nrrzing freildty.

‘nd his rmcial types. No pigtail snd nendarin's
oap to tell you that a Parlkexr character is Chinese!
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Totally unnecessary. In fact, one of his mpst typic-
ally-brilliant Chinese characterisations, Dr.Ii Sin,
appeared usuglly in Western evening-garb.

So one might continue the list of individual
traits in Parker's fascinating style. His brilliant
use of shadows (if the oxymoron is permissible). His
colour-sense, as exemplified in the 3-colour S.B.

Iibrary and '‘mnual covers, and in the equally disting

ctive 2-colour covers of the old Union Jack.
Seldom can it truthfully be claimed that any mAn
is indispensible; but to replace E.R.P. as an illus-

trator of Sexton Blake stories I can imngine literalgt

ly no one. He is in a class apart, and of him it can
be sr1d - as of few artists - that he reveals, by
virtue of his own brilliant imnginAntion, much that
would otherwise be indiscernible not only to the eye
of the reader, but to the mind of the author.

Tt was in Sexton Blake stories thet ERP found hi
metier and mnde his deserved reputation, and it 1is
fortunate that the S.B.L. still commands his brush.
Let us hope that the anticipated return of a Sexton
Blnke Weekly will evoke more of the unique skill in
black-~nd-white of his equally facile pen.

The tomst is : "Eric R.Pnrker - creator of 'tnlks

ing pictures!"

THE TRAVELLING DETECTIVE: By H.M.Bond.

Being s few recollections of the foreign advent-
ures of Sexton Blalke and some of the authors respon-
sible for recording them.

LR - 9

The more I turn the many pages of my collection
of Sexton Blake stories the more I realise what a

vast amount of travel that has been done by this famj

ous character. In the early days of the Union Jack
2nd series, between the years 1905 and 1915 there
were & considerable number of yarns of foreign .

adventure, but this number was far exceeded from thay

time on. Not only wes the Union Jack the only publi-
sher of these 'tec adventure stories of Blake tho

The very first numbers of the Sexton Blake Iibrary i
1915 were set in foreign parts and a vary large pro-

=

portion of the succeeding libraries were so devoted.
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Ls one wonld imrgine there hnve besn numerous Authorg
of Sexton Blake stories who have been world travel-
lers, some of them very well known to most old S.B.
frng, and they hnd the heppy kmnok of blending their
oun experiences into the stories. 4s is to be imrg-
ined this frot lent an air of authenticity to the
ye.rns and one felt instinetively thant a certhin
author thoroughly knew the places or charroters he
we s writing about.

The first author I bring to mind is Ceeil Hayter
who uns responsible for thnt sthunch nlly of Blnke's
Tobangu the Zulu. Mr.Hryter slso orented Sir Richnrd
Logely who wnas m friend of the detective's when both
vere ~t school. Actundlly the history of their sub-
scquent rise to fome in the upholding of the law,
onc in Iondon 2nd the other in darkest Afrien 1s =&
little hnzy, but long sfter Losely nppeared in Mr.
Hryters 'Sexton Blnke At Oxford' there apperred in
the old Union drck, storiles of their meetings in the
anrk continent, and Lobangu was introduced in one of
these. He cane to stny. Inter on that great trnvellep
Rex Hnndinge ~dopted Mr.Hoyter's famous chhracters
and the result wns good. T suppose it can be said
that Rex Handinge was, and gtill is, the nost trav-—
elled of Blake authors. His wenderings through
&frica have provided eterieal for an excellent travell
hoolt called ‘'South 4frican Cinderella'. I expect nost
resders interested in the older Blake stories will
recall his unique yarn 'The Black Cloud'. Yes, Blake
certainly hasd some spine chilling adventures through
+he rnediun of ™r.Handinge.

Andrey Murray ocaused Blake to travel to meny
different clines and seened to write with some auth-
ority on then all. His stories set in the 14dddle
Fast were of & very high standard and he was perti-
culerly at hone in Palestine. How many renenber hig
wonder tele "The Mosque of the Mrhdi' published in
No.52 of the S.B.L., 1lst geries? A& Tew titles of
Mr.Murrey's stories will oonvey to the reader the
type he gpeoizlised in. All the titles I quote were
published ih the lst geries of the Sexton Blake TLib-
rary. Ho.4 'The Rajah's Revenge'! (Indir); No.84
1Settler or Slaver! (Afrion); No.88 'The lkndorin's
Son' (Ohina)s No.36 'The Sheikh's Son' (W.Africn);
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No.53 '"The Becret of the Glreicr! =nd No.73 'North
of 559! (The Frozen Horth). There is no doubt thrt
indrew Iurr~y wrs indeed ¢ ost versetile writer and
he will be renembered with plensure for n long tine.

(Continued)

SOLUTION TO SvBi CROSSWORD No.l:

CONTROVERSY :

4s I stated in :y first editorial the C.D. will
welcone letters fro: readers especially if they are
of & critical nature, for there is nothing so inter-
esting as an exchange of views. We have just receive?
the following letter frox Mr.Wn.Colconbe of Southend
on oSes -

Dear Editor,

It has always been a puzzle to me the big ariou-
nt of adairation that G.H.Teed had envoked fron
Blake fans. Adnittedly a fine descriptive writer,
but surely the first thing & writer of Sexton
Blake stories should do is to write a detective
story not a travelogue on China or N.Afrien or
sonevhere equally remote, after all, if one wants
A travel book one prefers to buy one as such, not
a _book masquersading as a detective story which is
nll G.H.Teed's stories are.

Yours truly. ~
Wz, Colconbe.

No doubt many readers will wish to reply to IMMr.
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Jolcorbe and I shall welcome their remerks. is G.H.
Teed was, and still is, my own speclal favourite :
writer of Sexton Blake or any other stories, I feel
that T should set the ®all rolling and ssy what I
think. In the first plsce it was never intended that
LTI Blake stories should be sheer detective stories.
The o0ld U.J. catered for readers of £ll ages and
to.stes and meny of them were keen on stories set
sbhroad, not merely deteelive stories so long os they
Pentured their favourite character Sexton Elake. Be
ing that as it my it *took a very clever writer to
oombine sdventure withdetection and there has never
been anyone who oould handle such stories as lir.Teed
Not only Gid he bese most of his stories upon his
ovm personal experience.but he made of Blrke 2 mnn
who was & human being &8 well as a2 sleuth, not, ns
gome of his oontempornries; a man vith second sight.
Compere the English of Mr.Teed with that of most
other Blake authors nnd you wi.ll see the difference.
And in eny oase all higstories were not get in for-
eign eolimes, 1 oan givegdetails of dozens of splendip
yarns with looale not fr from London. And who crentp
the oream of the U.J. and S5.B.L. criminal chnraotersfy
Weg it not IMr. Teed wit%_;h_is Yvonne, Roxmne, Wu Ling,
Rymer, Houi Fsi, Sen, ¥parie Gelonte and £ host of
others. And agnin topieality! Every ITeed story I cnn
remembdr had some bearing upon e topienl theme. He
wns always on the spoty as 1t were, and grve his
renders storics thrnt breathed ~otunlity.

Tt is obvious that sfriend Colcombe is not a lovef
of Teed stories beocause ke is a lover of detective
stories ‘only and thereéfore not as keen s Blake fan
as he would have us believe, for i? he were really
100¢% for Blake he woul@rbe only toe willing to prai
Teed, the man who did Hore for the character we kn
and love than any othek writer. Very often & bad det
cotive story oen beaome s best seller simply because
it's suthor is & moters®f the art of writing. G.H.
Toed was o mester of wiiting the Blake story and T
think that if votes wefe oast he would inevitadbly
be at the top of the poll. The Paitor.




