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FROW THZ EDITOR'S CHAIR.

With No. 3 we present a designed cover and .
four more pages. Concerning the cover, collectors |
will recognise the artist as one of the most
enthusiastic members of the circle. To him, and to
the duplicating agency which reproduced it I feel
surc it is agreed we should say "Nice work'. It is
hoped we shall bc able to offer other sketches by
Mr. "hiter from time to time.

As for the four extra pages, as I have stated
before, wc have planned twenty for No.l:; with the
third issuc we reach thirty-two. This is duc to the
splerndid way in which hobbyists have supplied us
with copy. To us it has bcen more than encouraging.
We have a varicd sclection of articles in hand and
if we hadn't to do other work for a living the .06
would comc out oftenecr. This is not to say that we |
shall not welcomec morc, so kcep your pens busy, for
the morc hands there arc at work the more variety
we shall get, and variety is good for the soul.

In No. 2 we were privileged to makc a sensa-
tionsl announcemcnt - the come-baclk of thc most
famous character in schoolboy fiction, Willam George
Bunter. Within L8 hours of the copics being dis-
patched we were inundated with recquests for more
news, the address of the publishers and S0 On...
Incidentally, the ncws of Billy's return has been
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sannounced in scveral. National and Provincial
newspapcrs, but rememoer the C.D.got it first?

Well, in this issuec w¢ arc happy to present
a further letter from (Frank Richards' in which
the -first two quecstions at lcast arc answcred,
togetrer with an inteesting account of our
suthor's other activities. Amazing man, Frank
Richards! Likc Bunter and the rcst of the
characters we arc soon to mcet again; he'll
never grow old...

Opinions on o.l arc beginning to flow in
| from overseas, and we¢ publish on another pagc
some of thc gencrous tributes. Thanks, Canada;
thanks, Australial! We'll forgive you for
kceping thosc Ashes.
| Yours sincerely,

HERBERT LIECKENBY.

"The Collcctors'! Digest'" Subscription Rates:-
gingle copics 1/1d. post-frec. Thrce copics
éon publication) 3/38. post-frec. Six copies
/6d. post-frce. Postal Ordcrs to be made
payablc to H.Lcekenby at York, Uncrossed.
Advertiscment rates:-
Small savcrtiscments 1ld. pcer word (name and
__address inscrited free of charge).
Contributions intendcd for publication are,
if possiblec, to bec typcwritten on sheets the
samc sigc as this page.

—- —-—cut along this linec

Please enrol mec as a subscriber to"The
Collectors' Digest” and send mc, on publication,
consccutivec issucs commencing with No.__
T cnclose a postal order/moncy order/chcque
(dclete thosc not applicable) value
NamMCesvesssseaee AdAPrCESBisssecreescsassss Date..
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It is with great plcasurc that wc publish the
following article written by one of the real 'old ;
boys' and trust that rceadcrs will share our cnjoyment |
in reading his anccdotcs, hoping like us that we
shall have more from the same pen at a latcr date.

THOSE VERY 0LD BOYS' PAPERS

by

R.A.H. CGOODYTAR.

Thosc lively triplets "Pluck', "Gecm" and "Union Jack"
were babes-in-arms while I was outgrowing my passion
Tor tzlcs of school nnd adventurc, and was, indced,
vriting them mysclf for = living. I am awaiting an
intervicw with a2 man who knecw Ilaxwcll Secott, who was
a physician in Hindecrwcll, a happy village ncar the
North Yorkshirc coast. This doctor's literary acti-
vitics and rural intercsts will be discussed at the
interview, and I hopc to pass on to you a lot of
intercsting things about him.

My own ncver-failing stondby in thc sorrows and joys
of boyhood was always a penny woeckly-paper; at first
the "boys' Comic Journal" then "The Boys of the Empirc'|,
"The Boys' Popular Weekly”" and "Ching Ching's Own"
('Bcst for Boys'). To me, those papcers meant far

morc than school, gamcs of football and cricket, which
is saying 2 grcat dcal, for from that time to this I
have cver loved wateching a good match.

Between the ages of 8 and 14 I was a fervent admirer
of E.Harcourt Burragc, originator of the inimitable
"Ching", but I find on locking back, that thec "Boys'
Comiec Journal" oftencst awakcs the wild flower buds

of mcmory within me. In it, my favouritc¢ serials were
"The Spies of the School' and "Hereward the Unconqucred
I can always vividly recall the front-page illustratio
which shewed the hero and his chum chaining the two
spies to dog-kcnnels preparatory to going insidc the
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cating-housc and consuming the dinnsr they (the
spics) hod ordcred for thomselves. It was hot
sausagz-s and chips, goldcn-brown, I rccall.

No wonder, I thought, "Hercward the Unconguered® .
an uncomnmonly finc scrial, for latcr on I found
to my amazcment thet it hed bcen cribbed, in

an abridgzed form but mainly word for word,

fror1 Charlcs Kingsley's fonaous book "Hercward
the akeh,

I wes hugcly delighted and irmensely cxeited by
the first nunber of "The EBoys of thoe Empire”,
with its c:l-urcd plcturcs and rich smsll of
ﬂrlntln”'fils. In my owm copy the colours hod
misprintcd, that is they had slipped sideways

on thc frcos and eostuncs of the serial
char=acters, such as "The dastor of the Swordg"
The colzurs hadn't "run®, dbut just got. out of
linc nd plaee, with ouaint effzets, I shkould

have trcasurcd that first nu-ber as o novelty,
vhich you e¢~lleetors of todeoy would have jumped
at with lenping hearts, but n~las! my mother and

sisters quitc natur~lly rescntec heving their
cupborrds cluttcred up for years with what thgy
"*anglj de:mcd "penny bl;adﬂ“, nd onc spring-
cleaeninz tine they madc a bonfirc of tho lot.
Ah, woc 1s me ané willy-willy=waley. A smoll
fortunc, a2t today's valuation, wont un in
smokc and flame
Pardon ‘zroanc*nfﬂﬁulﬂn on boys' p-pors printed
many yeceors beforc most cf you wire oorn. L
reccognise the glomorous fascinnticn of the
"Moznets”, ””cms“ "pPlucks’ and "Union Jaciks!,
qn& JHl“’VlSh I'@ bcon young cnough then to

cad ond love and cherish them as you do.

R.A.H. GOODYZEAR.

Notec: We hope that !'r. Geoodycar will soon mecet
that gentleman who knew the inimitable Maxwell
Scott. We ore surc hc will bec able to tell us
muich that~hes hithcrto been unpublished.




57
R.A.H.GOOLDY_AR - PROVIDER OF GOOD TART” FOR BOYS.

by Herbert Leckenby.

In this issue we have pleasure in presenting an articlg
by lir. R.A.H.Goodyear who, for over half a century,

has besn writing storics to delight the hearts of

boys. I read them in my youth and do so still, so I
thought it not inappronriate to tell here just a 1littlg
about the yarns he has written with his facile pen.

I will start off with a2 good story about him, one
which I can vouch for being true, unlike some good
stories.

Long years ago, at the age of 17, he wrote a secrial
story and sent it to Hamilton Edwards who had just

got the "Boys' Fricnd" nicely launched on its long
carcer. It was not very long; maybc ten thousand words,
and it was called "The Football Rivals". Young Goodyean
Trankly mentioned his age but th: man who was to
become the most famous of all editors of boys' papers,
impresscd with the story, was sceptical sbout the years
of his produccr of the story. He made enquiriecs from
the Barnsley police, where Mr. Goodycar lived at the
timc. I don't know whethcer H.E.told them his reason;
if not, maybe the men in blue of the Yorkshire mining
town would wondcr what Master Goodycar had becn up to.
Anyway, that somewhat quixotic cditor of the "Grecn
'Un" was evidently satisfied for the story Quly
appcared in the first Christmas number of the"#d.Boy's
Friend", No. 47, in 1895.

Wwell, he has written many storics since, stories of
all types, but particularly of school and sport. He
wrotc for Hendcrsons, espccially their "Nugget Library',
the Harmsworth papers and the Lloyds Adventure Library
before and between the two wars, sometimes under a pen-
-name, including a feminine one when writing for the
womens' papcers. But his best werk consisted of schoéol
storics in book form, grand cleun stories suitable for
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school prizes or Christmns gifts. He was active in
this field right up to the outbreak of the latc war.
They can be found in the Juvenile scetion of almost
any library (public). They have them in mine, but
they arc seliom in. If that scems an Irishism, I
mcan thot the shelf allotted to them has slways 3
vacant look, for thc boys of today evidently know a
good book when they sec it. Onc I managed to sccure
the nther dny I sce hes bocn out 12 times in Jjust

5 monthe, = fact which specks for itsclf.

The steorics arc “‘ﬂlﬁlSC“nt of Talbot Raincs Rcoed;
no better eompliment can be paid to a schoocl story
shem that. They have all the necessary ingredients -
gxeitement; fouds but:kcn rival forms or houscs; )
humour of tqo Juicst, witty brand; v1v1d dbSCPl“tlonS
af Troter and ecricket gomos. Hoﬂ- arec some typieal
titlcs of storics publishsd by Tusbrs. Ward uuck:—
Wl Big Tor the Fitth'; ”Yﬁur" Rockwood at School';
The Boys of Dinzging . ock'; "Fenshaven finds its
eet'. There are many more, some published by

rs. Blaeckiz; Nelson; Bleack.

cetors sighing for the papers of o0ld might do

¢ theon browsc round th ir own librarics in
search of som¢ of thcse. As I said at the beginning,
Mr. Goolyear vrntc his first story over half-a-
century ago, but, likc that other mester-craftsman
of his time, Chrrlcs Hamilton, khis pen is still
active and he wreitcs with the same boyish
cnthusiasm as he 41d on the day when Hamilton
Tdwards ca2llel in the police,

Writing for boys secems to get one that way.

FINIS.

SOME COMING ATTRACTIONS.

A few words on SWEENEY TODD by F.N.Wearing.
Those were the Days. By F.W.Webb.

Sentiment in Schoolboy Fiction. By Tom Armitage.
The Boys' Standard. By Harry Stccle.
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Another ncw contributor with an -rticll guarantced to
appcal to all our rcaders - Nelson Leec lovers in
particular, for it rcveals much sbout:-

MAXWELL SCOTT: ORIGINATOR OF NELSON LE . DETECTIVE.

By Stanley Maicment.

Storics written by this suthor and published in thc
year 189L. reveal littlc of the aquality snd charactcr-
istics t2 be found in his later works. Those I have
bcen priviloged to rend stand up well in comparison
with othere 2f ths samc period, but only here and
there is it »o3sible to coteh n glimpsc of the brill-
ianes that was to Dbe. And yet it is interesting to

notc how quicizcly thot qualitydcveloped ns story
succeeded story, each better than its predecesscer. By
1901 he had travelled s~ fact and so far from the ama-
teur jrurnnlism from which he started that he was

able to produce thosc two great storics "The Scven
Stars" and "Birds of Prey'.

I1f he had had no other profcssion than thet of suthor
his output would have boen proCigious, but no seeret
has cver been made of the faect that he was also a
doctor. For pr:ofessionsl rensons his name, DPr. Stani-
forth, wes not disclosed, ond uncer the pén=-name of
Meaxwell Scott we knew him and as such remember him.
Very little scems to be known of his carly days, but
we Imow he was educated and took his degrcees at a
London University ond cventually became House-Surgeon
at an Infirmary in a Northern town. The cramping con-
finement of brick and stone aprparently became too irk-
some for this cnergetic man, =nd it is not surprising
that he soon took a medical position on the Yorkshire
coast. Herc, betwecen the sea and the moors he loved,
he found the idenl enviromment and outlet for the
dynamic energy of his body that was egualled only by
the vitality of his prolific brain.

Maxwell Scott's serials were planned carefully and a
map of events prepared, to which were fitted schedules
of times, giving the character's exact positions




G-

throughout the story, thus ensuring that mathematical
accuracy so familiar to his rcnders. But nrobably his
most attractive quality lay in his woncerfully graphie
and desecriptive stylec - that inimitable phrasecology
that weas uingu to himself =2lonc and was his signaturg
and hsll-mark on cvery story. Ananynity eould ncever
conccal him, nor c>uld a ‘ghost'! writer cver hove
written under his name. But in spitc =f this, scveral
cuthors did try to maintoin thoe charncter N*lswn Lee,
jput nothing s>utstanding or worthy of compafis with
i2inxwell Scoti's work was produced. Sidncy ““L? -
[Mexwell Scott's nersonal £ricnd and a famous writer
himself - w=s onc who attompted the difficult tosk, |
ond it is rether sirang:s ho did no better, for of his|
ovm Getceetive Raymond "eird he wrotc somu very fine
thrillers for the "Gleam". I wonder if anyone romembens

"The Dread of Denver Baine' and "The Ordcnl of Jasper |
Boync". These were couol to Elgar 7a2llnes ot his best.
Being a man of Jnc“gy ~nd retion, it wns incviteoble

thot inecidents from Maxwell Scott's own sventful life
sh™ld have added to his writing the quality and eolour
of renlity. For instonee, his own cxscricnecs both as
faatbellcr and crickoter, esupled with his P‘W"V{”blcl
deserlptive power and ability to translatc into eold
7rint the s cd and 2ction of a gome so vividly, ¢ n-
tributed largely to the sucecss =and popularity >f his
sperting stories, of which hé wrote so mony. His scrial
| "Hord Presscd” which ran in the 'Big Budget' 121-163
‘§1899) was probably thoe first foothall story and weos
almost a record for length.

Inspired by his own pcersonal 12Pt+clﬁﬂt13n in more
than onc hazardous adventurc in rescuc work in eonn-
cction with shipwrccks off that dangerous coast,
Moxwell Scott's epiec storics »f the sen aore not casily
forgotten. Somchow or sther, the sca and wossibly =
shipwrceck, found its way into most of his storics.
Hany examplcs of the way in which his own activitics
were reflected in his literary work could be given,
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as for instancc, in rcgard to his vacations spent
abroad,; particularly in North Africa. But those who
have read his storics nccd no recminder, and those who |
have not, would £find it tedious.

However, I would likc to mention thc faet that hc had
many activitics, apart from becing a busy setor with
a largc pra wetice and 500 ironstone mincrs under his
care, oné it is a wondcr that hc foun” time to write |
storics at all. But in spitc of 211 this, he had an
amazing output, and as early as 1905 200 of his talcs
had been nublished. He wrote stories around every !
conceiveblc theme, but his best, and by far the great-|
cst number, werc dutbctlvc tales. '
Among thc mnny chearacters he created were U4 well-known|
detectives - Nelson Lee, Kenyon Ford, Vernon Read and
Martin Dale. Of these, Nolscn Lee achievcd the greatest
fame by rcason of having appeared in more storics, in
a greater number of journnls and for a longer period,
than the others.

Nelson Lee mnde his first bow to the public in a com-
plcte story entitled "Nelson Lee, Detective" in the
"Marvel" dated 31st October 1894. The samc year he re-
appeared in "The Adventures of Nelson Lee", four short
stories which werc of indifferent quality, and formed
the "Union Jack" No. 35. According to Maxwell. Scott,
"The Further Adventurcs »f Nelson Lee" was his first
serial of this detective, and appcared in 1895 either
in the "Marvel" or the "Comic Home Journal" - most
probably the latter. The similarity in thc titles is
confusing. "Pluck" No. 71 - 1896 - contained a long
complcte story "Nclson Lee, Detcective", after which I
have no rcfcerencc to any 3thbrs until "A Christmas
Mystery" appcared in thc "Marvel" No. 158 - 1897. Then
blank again to 1900, which gave us "A Christmas Tragedy
- "Boys' Friend" No. 308 01d Scries - and "The Fatal
Fingerprints" - "Boys' Fricnd" No. 319.

Up to 1900 Maxwell Scott scems to have concentrated
more heavily on the Maiden Lanc publications, partic-
ularly the "Big Budget" which commenced 19th June 1897,
and containcd a long complcte story “The Secret of the
Ruby Ring", in which the author's second detective,

Kenyon Ford, made his first appcarance, Identical in
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cvery way with Nelson Lec, even to the medical degrecs .,
h¢ was no arm-chair deteetive, and was imbucd with his
author's own tircless encrgy. He appearcd in only one
scrial but in many complcte storics, some being 7 or 8
pagecs in length. The titles are intcresting, as they
give some idea of the widely varicd plots cvolved by
Maxwell Scott's fertile brain. L4 full list would take
upi too much space, but here arc a fow: “liystecry of the
York Express"; '"The Missing Forwnrd"; "Stolen from the
Stage"; "WHlf in Shceps' Clothing"; "The Rival Blucs';
"8ign of th¢ crossed Pazgers"; Cluce »f the Oraaked
Thumb" ; "Birds °f Proy™; "Avenged on Xmns Day" and "The
Peoison King'. In 211, therc were ~bout LO »~f these
iKenyon Ford storics, which reached n very high stond-
jard. Undoubtedly, up to 1901, Kenyon Ford was well
{~head of MNelson Lee in populnrity. Scveral of these
stori.s werc illustrated by Arthur Clnrke, an artist
tof cxeceptionnl ability -and who s> perfoctly suited
“1this author's chrractcrs. By this timc Xenyon Ford's
success must hove boen an ostablished fret, and yet,
strangcly cnugh, his chronicles apparcntly cended
‘with "Thc Scven Stars”, for I ecan trrec no story later
‘thﬂn that.

\Howcver, comensation for this coame in the £ pm ~f a
jsucecssion of powerful scrials in an unbroken linc
from thc pen of Maxwcll Scott. The first chaxters of
|"Birds of Prcy" anpurred in the "Boys' Fricnd" No. 1,
Junc 12th 1901. This story was lnter reprinted in the

"Boys' Friend Library" and agnin as a scrinl in the
Lir oY '
\"Gem" Nos. 2l4-263, Thc "Silver Dwarf" bezan in tho

First 2d. Xmes Numbcr of the "Boys' Fricnd® NWo.2£. Tts
scqucl, "Thc Missing Heir" started in No.lj2 - 1902,
This in its turn was followed without a break by "A
8on »f the Sen" in which Maxwell Scott, writing of his
bcloved sea, was at his best. A1l four stories were
illustrated by Arthur Clarke.

TO BZ CONTINUED.
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LETTER BOX.
That kcen student of the work of Charles Hamilton
ROGER M. JENKINS, starts =snother ball rolling when he
writes about:

ST. FRANKS versus THE REST.

Without being unkind, I would imaginc it would take
someone with the proverbial memory of an ¢lephant to
remcmber the day when the last original St.Franks

story a»peared. For this reason, I was surpriscd to
hecar that thore arc still some peonlc who nrcfer the
work of Edwy Scarles Brooks to thoat of Charlcs
Hamilton, whnse crc~tions incluie Greyfriars, St.

Jdims, R-okwood, Sparshott, Carcroft, Grimsladc, St. 5
Kits and many 2thcr schools too numcrous to mention.
The ~rimary de«feet of the St. Franks serics was the
lack ~f realism. Their suthor went to fantastic
lengths to arousc interest, but the rosult was no ;
morc satisfactory to the rcalder then the stories of ‘
preposterous nonsensc that appearsd in such paners as
"The Hoispur®. As = matter of fact, it was cvcen morc
humilinting to the intclligence, since as = rulc

school storics were written with an cyc to credita-
bility, but the events that took mlace at St. Franks
would strain the imngination of an angecl - masters
going mad, the school being destroyed periondically,
visits to hidden worlds cvery vacation and kidnapping
thrown in cvery term.

Nclson Lee was the cnuse of the trouble. More than 90%
of the storics were dctective yorns, and after a while
it become morc than n little annoying for cvery ~dven-—
turc to turn on a band of crooks and their ncfarious
attempts to drug Nelson Lec and takc the complacent
"Nipper" n hostage. Now it is sn accentcd fact that the
more scnsationnl a story is, thc more chance exists
that it is a bad picce of writing. I sce no reason to
cxcept the St. Franks storics from this rule.

The truth is, I fecel, that St. Franks was based on
Greyfriars and St. Jims; it was an attcmpt to cash in
on the populsarity and success so well-carned by
Charlcs Hamilton. But this effort did not succeed,
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meinky becausc of thc defeets enumerated above. Charac:
terisation was another weak point, the only pecrson ot
St. Franks who stood out beinz Handfarth, and he was a
woak imitetion of Coker, And as he was the showpicee,
he was dragged into cvery story, until onc beeame heard
ily sick of him. But the crown of Edwy Searles Brooks'
slagiarism was to write that cdreacdful story "Handforth
at St. Jims", probably an attempt to writc successfull;
with other peonles choracters. He Tailcd miserably.
The fact that i'r. Brooks refuscs t2 answer corrcspond=-
ence nbout his school moulsd ‘soem to imply his dissctis:
facticon with his own work; indecd, mony peoplce have
asserted it to bc more than that. But not so the werk
of Mp. Hamilton; so strong has.béen the domand that
Billy Buntor is to re-appesr oftcr nearly scven years'
absenee, Lo take his plesee witir the ncy charrncters by
the scmc nuthor. The secret of i'r. Hamilton's success
js Pluent profuction of stordcs of varicd types with
gifferent charscters coming Torwnrd to take the stage
awhile. There is no plugging; no padiing a~nd no irrcle:
vont action. The mochinery of the plot never creaks;

it runs on oilcd wheels. And asbove all, we never feel
we heve renched saturstion paint. Thet is why I think
the 8=zints lose to the kest by o hcavy margin of point:

PINIS.

MAGNETS IN MALLY/e

In the early days of thc occunation of lalaya, my son,
Clifford, discovered a stock of "Magncts" in a Chincse
shopt- CigﬂNSON, 30, ST. MLRGARTT'S ROAD, W.NSTEAD
P.ARK, E.l12.

(What = delightful remindcr of home.: Why, even a
Chinec knew the attraction of a 'Magnct' it seems, Pat.
Editor).

IN REPLY TO YOURS.

7.P.Bretherton, Herkig, nr. Chorlcy..."The Far Far
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North" (Boys' Herald) was written by Martin Shaw; “"The
Radium Scekers" (Boys' Realm) by Fenton ish.

Leslie Vosper, 13 Kinlet Road, Woolwich, S.E.18:~- We
certeinly think a Nelson Lec Club is Possible, Leslie.
The Sexton Bleke fans have theirs; why not those
devoted to his greatest rival? There are plenty of
collectors who, we are Surec, would be interested.
Perhaps they will zet in touch with you.

MORE ABOUT BILLY BUNTER.

Wic have pleasure in publishing the following lctter
fpom Frank Richards...Prepare for the Spring.

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Thank you for your letter this
morning. Your prcvious letter I should have answered
before now, but I had been weaiting for somc dcfinite

news abcut dates. But things move slowly these post—-war

days, rnd the Bunter drte is still "In the Spring". 1
think I tcld you that T completcd the Tirst volumc,
called "Billy Bunter of Greyfriars School" some little
time ago and that Macdonald is doing the picturcs. I
mentioned this fact in my Xmas broadeast to sustraliaj
a good many people "aown uncer" arc interested in
Macdonald. I was very pleased when the BBC repcated
this broadcast to South Africa on Xmas Day. The more
the merricr! I also told the wide world, over thc air,
that if they liked the first volume it would be follow
by "morc and more and more". So one must hope that it
will be liked. It will, of ecoursc, mean a 1ot 1o Frank
Richards if Greyfriars gocs well in book form. 48 you
know, the publishcrs are Charles Skilton & Co. Lid.
Their address is 50, Alexandra Rond, London, S.W.19.
It is very pleasant to know that you are getting .
enguiries on the subject and that you think there will
be a''great demand “Mr. Skilton, after reading the MS..,
told me that it"sparkled all through" which was Very
agrecable to hear. The book is about 60.000 words, OTr
a little more; full novel length., Billy Bunter is
rather in trouble throughout, being told he will have

By
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| to quit Greyfriars if he docs not mend his woys - whic
1 he resolves to ds: but he dscs not have much luck as
| 2 mender of ways! In fact, his ways rcmain in the

| same ol state of disrcpair....¥cs, I hove been rather
| busy of late, for in ~dcition t-5 the happy resuscita-
tion of Greyfrinrs, I have bcen »iling up 2 mountain
of "Topham" and "st.0live's". I think I told you that
these are on snle at Woolworths. T h-ove been astonishec
by the interest in many quartors in tho announcement
that Bunter is to rcturn. Y-u scen to have scen the
very kind notico that npmcared in the Dally Her~ld. You
can bet I was »1 ased to tcll _ustralin and S...frien
over the nirs in cvening paper has cven asked me to

' write on artiele »n thc subject. I leuzhcd the ~ther

i &ay when = 1oenl reooricr trnilcd me to my lair for
lan interview; it may amusc y-u t-5 scc his article, so
I cnclose 2 copy. I think something is appearing in
the "News RevicwM". I hove cven hn? some kin® enguiries
from the [.P, who scem intcrested in a fricncly way.
~ltogether, the ~utl -k scems “sct faip! and I am
fcelinz very cheery thesec arys.

I s very intcerested to henr thnt Jour n.xt numbcr will
hrve skctehos by Robert Whitsr. I hove some spceimens
of his drowin~s which nroa remarkasbly ~H-3. T use” to
draw myself, once unon o time; thure is = plcture of
D'irey by Hortin Clifford in - very o014 Gem, but I
rass it up to Robert! I =m very kocn to sco thnt nurber
jwhen it e-mes along,

! "ith kin? regards,
! Yours sinccrely,

FR/NK RICH.RDS.
Notc: Thc 'News Review! weck=cnding Frb.lst, carricd =
full poge write-up on the return of Billy Buntcr and
commcnts on his post history.

BOUQUETS.

Lovery good job indced. Contents niccly varicd andé the
hcavy typc makes the cover 1-0k very effeetive, Hope
the subs. will roll in: W.H.Gander, Transcona, Manitoba,

s e L LY s 2
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Journal. You have eollaborated wonderfully, and the
print is readable end thc matter most interesting and
well-constructed. I do cordially admire your great
work; Frank Pettingell, Highficld Lodge, Wise Lane,
London N.Wv?h i

Please lct me say at snee - I think the CiD', 18 a
superb job. The printing is beautifully elear, and
altogether the whole mag. is a real work of art:Gordon
J.Xirby, 55 Forest Street, Bendig, Victoria, Australia)

The C.D. is a very worthy projeet and wiill, I feel surg
provide old boys' paper fons with a fine medium of
kceping in toueh. It has my complete bencdiction. May
it be a2 definits success - I'm sure it will: Leon Stong
Elgin Strcet, Cordon, N.8.%W. ustralia,
It is very zood; no frills but chock=full of all that
interests: C.F.P.Richards, c/o Burrand Dry Dock Co.,
Ltd., North Vancouver, British Columbia.
No.2 is simply terrific. It is, without doubt, the best
paper-that has ever been published about old boys'
pepers. I have read the whole issue with "tremendous
enthusiasm., It is a pity it could not be published every
week: H.Dowler, 86 Hamilton Road, Longsight, Manchester

- - . - - .
- S - saw s - e Y

FOR YOUR ATTENTION.Nr. John R.Shaw's address is now
L, Brunswick Park, Camberwell, LONDON. S-B.5¢

-l e es e e

WANTED: Certain early Magnets, Gems, Plucks, especially
Gems No.16, 22, 385, Would glady buy or exchangc.-Shaw,
L, Brunswick Park, Camberwell, London. S.E.5.

WANTED: Aldine Bublications - Turpins, Duvals etc., =-
andy, L, Nuneaton Road, Dagenham Essox.

WANTED: Certain Union Jacks between 1923 and 1927. Alsa
Boys"' Magazines: - W. Darwin, 76 Western Road, East
Denc, Rotherham, Yorks.
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W.NTED: Girls' Papcrs, 1919-1940: School Friends,
Sehoolgirds' Own, Schoolgirls' Weeklies, Schoolgirl
(from No.140 onward); als> Schoolgirls' Own Libraries
by Hilda Richaréds and Marjorie Stanton: G.J.Kirby, 55
Forcst Strcet, Bendige, Vietoria, /ustralia, or c/o.
Collectors' Digest.

WANTED: Nelson Lees, lst new Serics, particularly
Toomeca Schoolboy" Series: L.Vosper, 13 Kinlet Road,
Shooter's Hill, London S.E.18.

WANTED: Soxton Blake Library 1920-35; Union Jack
1920-32; Detective Teckly 1933-3L: W.Colcombe, 256,
South /venue, Southend-on-Sca, EsseX:

W/NTED: Scxton Blake Bust and Sexton Blake Annusals:
V...Bexendale, 1 Vincent Strcet, Openshaw, Manchester 1

Tom .rmitage, 205 Batley Road, flvorthorpe, Wakefield,
Yorks. , would like cveryone intercsted in Sehool storie
especinlly Nelson Lee, to write to him. All letters
answeret.

WANTED: Gems and lMagnets before 1930; Populars, Sexton
Bloke Libraries of Granite Grant and Kestrel; Girls'
Fricends, Homecs and Readers; Butterfly, Merry and Bright
Eric Fayne, 23, Grove Road, Surbiton.

MAGNET 1359 W.NTED urgently and also many others up
to year 1931. Certain Schoolboys' Owns of interest.
Please send details to Roger Jenkins, 'Calpe', Town
Hall Road, Havant, Hants.

BOXING: Wanted Marvcls containing Tom Sayers stories
and any other boys' books of boxing interest: G.Neville
Weston, Holmwood,, K Short Hecath, Comberton Rd, Kidder-
minster.

- BMTTT smamtdsae - Tasers vimhbheanr AF 1ot acoriecs Nelson
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Leess I have over 200 2nd. scries to exchanges Details
and lists from Frank Kceling, 93, .ldridge Avenuc,
Stanmore, Middlesex. "

WANTED: Bound volumes of 'Chums' betwecen 1920 and end
of series. Also Triumphs and Champion Libraries: John
W.Gocher Junr., Victoria Cottage, Constitution Hill,
Sudbury, Suffolk.

WANTED: 'Chums' 1903; Captains; Boys' Realms 1&;
Pietorials; All Sports; Sports Budget; 01d Comics;
Football Teekly; Football Favourite: H.Dowler, 86,
Hamilton Road, NManchester 13.

WANTED: Magnct No.162L and others near it; Schoolboys' |
Owns Bumber 185 (The Phentom of the Highlands), 321 ?
(Ghost of Bennington Grange) and others. Good prices l
paid: William L.Bawden, 7 Penryn St., Redruth, Cornwall.

WANTED: T> complete a2 run - Union Jacks No.l243, 124k,
12015 end 1252. iny rensonable pricc paid for thesc
issues: H.V.Bond, 10, &rw Wen, Rhiwbina, Cardiff. 1

WANTED: The Gem 'Arthur Castleton Series' Nos.l1022-25
inclusive: Leslic Vosper, 13 Kinlet Rd. Woolwich, S.E.18.

WANTED: Magnets between 1925 and 1933; list supplied on
application; nlso Gems end Holiday- .innuals 1920, 1930
and 1931. FOR DISPOS.L: Weekly “'Flyings'; Var Weeklys;
Triumphs; Champions and War Illustrateds. Lists supplied
on application: Robert Whiter, 706 Lordship Lane, Wool
Green, London N.22.

WANTED: Magnets, Gems, Schoolboys' Owns etc. Please
senc. details. to A.M.0.Adley, FX775918 iir Gunncry Sec-
tion, Mess 3, H.M.S.Gannct, Eglington, Co.Derry,
Northern Ireland. :

WANTED: Magnets; Schoolboys' Owns; Nelson Lees: FOR SALEE

Chilarens' Bound Books etc; Childrens' Model Farm (120

Toys) £3: J.Baguley, Middle Hill, Pensilva, S.E.Cornwall.
1
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THE 'HOLIDAY' SERIES (conelusion). By Tom Armitage.

In 1921 however, we had not.one but two holidays in
foreign lands. No's 305 to 311 dealt with ructions
and revolutions in an imaginary Balkan country called
Mordania. Then 320 to 327 was =z Wild West series with
stock situations and exploits. In 1922 came a few
stories about young Chinz the Chinese boy (360 to
365) which were really a prelude to a very long Holi-
day serics from 366 to 380. The first part was a
sort of Robinson Crusoe adventure when marooned on a
South Sea island. This wss inmediately followed by a
most imaginative but very readablec set decaling with
the discovery of "Northestris", a sort of 0l1d English
settlement beyond the southecrn ice-fields. 1923
brouzht us a rousing adventure serics aecross the
U.S.A., L24 to U3 (a scguel followed@ in the precinctsh
of St. Franks, 455 to 463). A sparkling Sahara series
followed in 1924, L477 to L84, when the St.Franks boys
found themselves in a replica of ancient Rome whence
they arrived by the aid of a marvellous invention of
Mr. Manncrs, father of the famous Irerc of the Moor
View School. This was the "'Adventurcr' the "Ship of
the Sahara" to quote onc of the titles. Another title
in this set was "Chariots and Gladiators". From this
an idea of the storics can be gained. The last holi-
cay series to eppear-in thc old serics N.L.L. was
contained in Nos.529 to 536. It was a Pacific adven-
turc and was very good reading. TFurther holiday
exploits appearcd in the ncew enlarged “"Nelson Lec
during its run, but from then it was mostly Handforth
first and the rest just 'supporting cast' as they say
on the films, I very much dovbt if anything like
these holiday ;. .. serics of almost 20 years ago
will ever be scen again. Somehow, I don't quite sce
them in future schoolboy fiction.

FINIS.
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AUTHORS AND THEIR PEN NAMES. by Herbert Leckenby. |
" (continued) i
i
{

Others could be¢ gleancd through errors or short mem-
orics on the part of the editorial staff. For instance,:
when “"The Bully of St. Simons" appcared in the 'Boys' [
Realm' the suthor was given as T.G.Dowling-Maitland,
but later, following the titlc of a story by iax I
Hamilton, it was stated morc than oncc "Author of - O
Pit Hero', 'Thec Bully of St. Simons' etc." Hencc it |
was safc to assumc they were one and the snme.
Here are the details of somc of those I kncw bcst, i
with = fow pertinent rcmarks sbout each. Other “old- |
timers" may, or may not, agreec: i
Mrxwell Seott. suthor and doctor. Had an extensive {
practice ncar Vhitby, on the Yorkshire coast. Real |
namc, Dr. J.W.Staniforth. Whilst going his rounds,
stcadying the pulses of his paticnts, was planning to !
guicken the pulses of the thousands of readers of his |
|
|
|
|

Nelson Lee storics, detcctive seccond only to Sexton
Blake. Crcated his favourite character in 1894. First
complete story in the Zd.Marvel. From then on, wrotc
continuously of him and had exclusive rights for 20
years., First serinl "Birds of Prey" in the Boys' Friend
1901. Hod a racy, if somcwhat mclodramatic style. No
consulting-room solutions for him, for hc loved to
take his characters on chases 211 over the world.
Crented also at least 3 other dctectives, Kenyon Ford
(Big Budgetg, Vernon Read (Boys' Leader) and Martin
Dalc (Chums). Was most precise over his detectives'
travels and must have worked with a Bradshaw and a
ILloyd's List before him. Paradoxically, he had ccrtain
pet phrascs which he used time and time again. IDxam-
ples: "Quivering with cxcitement”; "Likc an arrow from
a bow"; "As the reader may doubtless remember"; "It
was thcn a quarter to seven"; "In less time than it
takes to tell™; "Oh, dcar no". Nevertheless, one of
the most popular authors of his timc. He also wrote
sport and school storics.

HENRY ST.JOHN. :dd COOPER to gct his rcal name. Rela-—
ted to Glaays, actress and picturc-postcard queen.




| tures of sweet Polly Grcen. In his sparc time, he
i was a breeder of bulldogs.

}
1
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Pen-namecs - Licmt.Paul Lefevre, Gordon Holme and gquite
often Mebel St.JdJohn. Onc of Hamilton Edwards' star
turns and his chief school story-writer. Had some
quaint ideas of public schools however, for hiésappear-
ed like reformetories. Was at his best with adventure
yarns, treasurc islands, thc Navy in Nelson's day,
tales of the circus etc. Though many of his stories
were humerous, an editor who knew him deesribed him

to me as a strangc, morose yct kindly man. Thought
nothing of having half-a-dozcen or more scerianls in !
process on his desk at once. Would dash of an instal-
ment of 'The Fourth Form of St. Bzasils' (his favourite
school) then nochantly changing to MABEL, prepare for
the reacders of the 'Girls' Friend' more of the adven-

John Nix Pentelow. I puzzled as to which of his many
namcs to put first but deecided upon his real one. He
was writing undcr it for the 'bloods' of the 80's.
Later used pen-names. Some of them were Jack North,
John West, Richard Randolph, Randolph Ryle and Harry
Huntingdon. Whilst editor of thc 'Gem' and 'Masnet'
was also one of the substitute Martin Cliffords end
Frank Richords.

Why he troublcd to flit from onc pcn-name to another
was a bit of a puzzle, for he could no more disguise
his style than Georgc Bernard Shaw could pass himself
off as = woman. Somc might consider that stylc wns

too leisurely, too 'preaching', but in my opinion his
Wyecliffe stories wcre some nf thc best tales of school
cver penncd. Had no superior with stories of Test and
County cricket and was an authority on thec game. He
belicved there is good in the worst of us and loved
gredually to reform his characters. _

Here is an extract from "The Runaway" (Boys' Friend
Library No.82, 1lst serics). Stubborn, wayward, likecable
Wilder, havinz run away from Wyeliffec, contemplates
it in the early morning:

"He saw the noble massive buildings of the old school;
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the cheerful red-bricked, creeper-covered mastcrs'
houses, clustered around it, thc broad green playing-
fields, alive with active figu. es; the wide stream of
Wyvern cancing in the sunlight, and for the first time
he realised how goodly a place it was.
The birthpang of loyalty to Wycliffe reached him in
that moment when he had meant to destroy the last link
that bound him to her. He did not know it until long
afterwards, but so it was. Never, throughout his life,
will Claude Arthur Coningsby Wilder forget the bricdge
over the Wyvern at Rylton, and the red sun, low in
the vastcrn sky'. .
Sentiment, unusual in a boy's story-paper, but senti-
ment which made some, at least, want to read his
stories over =znd over azain.
Tagzing a string of Christian names as above was alsoi
typical of Pentclow, another of those touches which I
|

by JRAY]

{

gave him away. He dicd many ycars azo, but somec of
his stories live after him.
(continued).

e the DAYS  ees «..0y F.0. Gcandrs, FOAEb.
n Schoolboy Fiction, by Tom armitage.
Jtandard «se «seby Henry Stecle.
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DICK TURPIN TITLES.

1. Driven from home or Dick Turpin and Black Bess

seck famc and fortunc.
2. The Masked Man of

Mystery. or A story of Strange Decds-
3. The Secret of the
0ld Mint. or Dick rights an old wrong.

L. The Night-riders of
Bagshot Heath. or 'Mid Friends and Foes. l
(continued).




| Man from Baker Striet - Sexton Blake. 4111 eommunica-—

" have written and espeeially to thosc vho hnve entored

Th

BLAKIANA
A Section of the 'Colectors' Digest' devoted to the

tions relating to Blalke matters, inclucing letters
from members of the Sexton Blnke Corrcspondencce Club
to bc addresscd to H.M.Bond, 10 Brw Vien Ehiwbina,
Carciff. (Plcasc notc change of qiircsss.

THTZ EDITOR SAiYE

| am including a couple of rcplics in this issue. It is

In this, the thir? chat to my reacders, I cen say that
"Blakiana" has boen a great success. ilthoush I rather
cxpectcld to reccive many lotters criticising the mat-,
ter it containe? or the way in vhich it was 1nid out, (T
have béen »leasantly surpriscd 2t the number of bou-
qucts. You will have esccn 2lrcady somc of the remarks
modle DY various readers so I will not say more on
this subjcet except to eonvey my thanks to all who

into the spirit of tho new venture end sent in con-
tributions. T~ thesc 1latter frienls I s=y - your
articles will -ppcor in Tue courss, but in the mean~

¥y

time, plcase send mars. Vo went as mony varicd nrticles
ag possiblc,

The artielc on EZrie R.Parker in N:. 2 hss besn osup
greatest suceess. I have reecive? many letters from
rcaZers who enjoyzC the snlendi” tribute to the most
telented of all ...P. artists ond to 21l +hose who
enjoyed it I can say that in an early issuc another
articlc will appear from thc some pen. The criticism
of G.H.Tecd, which also appeared in our sceon? mamber
ccuscd quite 2 number of Blake fans to write in ang I

very noticenble though, that of all the lotters T havg
rcceived on this subject, not once of them have agreed
with Mr. Coclcombe - indicoting thaet G.H.still is onec
of the favourite Blake authors.

One re=der was disappointed that a Crossword did not
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appcar in No.2. Sorry, but it c-uld not be donc. Thase
puzzles call for great concentration sceing that they
arc of such limitcd scope, but I hopc to be able to
inclu’c annther very soon.

The same rcaler, who is also o~ member of the S.B.Club, |
thinks that thc January numbers of the S.B.L.call for :
another organised protest to the A.P. He thinks it is |
all wronz to intrsduce rclations of Tinker and soys
that author Lewis Jaclkson nnkes Blake's assistant talk
like =n illiternte Dast-cnd juvenile. Summing up tho
story conteined in M:.136 of the Library hc says it is|
“a lazy, meconingless serics »f dull detail" and states |
thet Jackson is responsible for vandalism towards the
Bnakcr Strccet tradition. I should bhe pleased to learn
what cther renders think 5f this story.
THllowing closc upon the »ubliec~ticn of our No.2 came
yet enother reminder of Eric R.Parker. This time it
was ~ pleturc of twn of him in *Il1lustratec' dnted
v/z 1lth Jonuary. ‘
Vot ~nonther ncw Blake suthor has made his appearance.
Renders of the December set of 8.B.L.vylumes will gee
the nome 'Derck Leonz' at the huiad of the story. ‘ny
opinions of this ncw writcer's work will be welecomed.
Checrio for nnw.

Q

H.M.BOND.

RE/DERS ARE ASKED TO NOTE THE N3V ADDRESS OF 'BL.KIL.N.|
10, ERY VBN, RUTVBIN., CoRDIFF. S.WALES.

CONTRGVERSY :

Herc arc two of the replics rceceived to the attack on
the work of G.H.Tecl By Mr.'m.Colcombe of Southend/Sca
"Nemo" writes: Your forthrisht reply to thc attack on
G.H.Teced has my whonlechearted support. It was that

', uthentie' atmospherc of Tecd's that helped onc to
forget the naive, conventional thriller-plots of 1css
gifted and infrrmed Blake writcrs. And, as you say,
the list of Teed's characters is sufficient indication
of what Blakinna owcs to him.

Mr. Wilfred Darwin of Rotherham, writcs: Obviously
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Mcmber Bill Colcombe doesn't likc storics of forcimm
adventure. I'm unaeblec to understand why. You will have
realised by now that G.H.Tecel is a great Pavourite HFf
minc. I have slways found his work very fascinating.
The very gquality thet has mede his st-rics so popular
is eondemned by Bill. I mean of coursc, that unique
blend of detectivc work and foreign adventurc of
which hc was such n master. Yarns ~nf this kind have
cndless possibilities. One tires of the ususl murky
Loncon background, and the same slick croocks in cvory=
day English apparel. We necl ~ chonae of scenc §sme=-
timcs, and veriety is a zhod thing for every-ne. The
straight detective=-story that Bill wants can dec bought
at any boskstall. G.H.Teed wns one of the U.J's.stror
authors, one of those brillisnt fow that put that > per
on top. I only wish there were morc like hin.

SEXTON BL.AKD QUIZ NO.1.

1. +Whos,.1in Blakc storics, was ealled'The Lore of the
Apc Men'?

2. What is the only surn-mc¢ that h-ns tecn suggested
telonzing to Tinker, and who was thc authsr who
callcd him this?

3. Who wrotc the Blake v Raffles scrics?

L. Name the Zulu character crestel by Ceeil Hayter.

5. In which story 2id Rlake =nd Tinker quarrcl ~nd
pnrt company, and who was the author of it?

6. In which scries of Blake st-ories cdid the character
Oyani ~opear?

ANSWERS WILL BE GIVEN IN NO.L.

Rcaders arc asked to submit scries of questions for
this feature, which will be permanent if enough support
is £orthcoming.

COMING ..TTR/CTIONS: In addition to thosc already
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announce? in this issue, look out for: E
Pierre Quiroule ... ..+ by Eric Faynec. ?
The Big Four of thu 3rd Scrics ... <o

by John W.Gocher, Junr.

I VISIT B/iX®E STREET. DNo. 1. By H.M.B.

LRCI - e .o
=

7ith greater easc than I had,; 2t first, imagined, I

fun’ the house. It 2id not lodk rny morc iuposing
any of the ~thcrs renged on either sife of it, but
hed o peeculirr foeling that I had visited this same
spot many tirmces beforc. With fingors that shook slightl;
I rriscd my hend and presscd the bell, end at that
moment T had 2 huncdred rooif-fire visions of mony,
mony neople of whom I had rcnd in countlcss Bleke
storics who had pressed that selfsame bell when grll=
ing t> sec thc most famous of ~ll private Zaetectives.
I caucht my breath as I henrd a fnrotfall from within.
would it bc Mrs.B? That same dear old soul whom I hat
crown to love in many CGwyn mveans stories? Cruld it be
Tinker? Could it be, possibly, Bloke himself? The docr
oncned, and I could sce that my first belicf weas
correct. It WaS lirs. Bariell, and quickly I realiscd
how wonderfully my favouritc artist, Eric.R.Pariker,
hrd portrayed the 217 lame. I recosnised her not s
rmuch by the foct she was an gl erly, vhite-=hnirel,
homely-1looking 1o3y as by the illustrations My Parker

& Ay
h~d made of her. My thouchts werce swopt away as sho spoke:
'S 'en ape you a=vrnting, young men' she said. |

WT-I-I wishel t» have a word with !'r.Blake” I
replicd very timiclly.

Mhat name shall I tcll 'im?" aslted Mrs.Bardell.

"3e11" I snid, Y"my neme is Bonld, but ...."

"Mond, is it" she interjected; Rt e

"No, no, not Mond" I cxelalmed hurriedly;"Bond; -
B-0-N-DV.

"Not from them there tea-merchants are you?'she cricd.

"No" I said, a bit amused,"I'm not selling anything".

" '.14 on then" she said "I'11l sece if the master
will talk to yaou".
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With finzers tightly clasped togcther I waited
until once azain the stout figure appeared at the door
W'e ain't 'ecard of y-u' she said "but ‘e'll see

you if you'll step this way sir".

Followinz her, I walked up those stairs of which
I had read so much, but must admit here and now that
T had ncver imagined such exquisite furnishings as
caught my eye through partly-openel doors on the sec-
ond floor. "Gosh" I muttered "not cven the David
Faprar films pictured it like it really is".

Mrs.Bardell was ta-ping upon a door. A voice ealleg
from within "Come in". J

Opening the door, lrs, Bardell entered, and with
my breath held, I followed her.

"Mr. Pond sir", shec onnounced, stappeing to one
side to allow me to enter the room.

It was then that I caught my first zlimpse of
Blakes s ¥esSy, it was he...Thought I, thet bust of mine
IS 1lifelike, alright. .

There is no need £ r me to deseribe those ascetie
featurcs; that facdedcdressing-gown, that blackencd
briar...they werc all as I had imagincd them to be
for yoars...Sexton Blakc was smiling.

"Thank y>u Mrs.Bardell" he said guietly; and as
the dear old soul withdrew - "“and will you send up a
tray of tes, please"? _

Turning to me, thc great detective held out his
hand.

"iir, Bond" he said "I take it that is the correct
name"? !

UThat's right sir" I smiled, still feecling shaky.

#And what may be your business"? asked Blake, indi~-
cating me to sit in one of the comfortable armchairs.

"Well sir" I said, "I have come to interview you
on behalf of..es"

Blake, who had becen in the act of stuffing his pipe
with tobacco from a jar on the mantlepiece, interrupter:
ws peporter, eh"? he saild;"Well, young man, I

haven't any story for you this time".
u "No sir, not a reporter" I exclaimed hurriedly; "I
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am here on behalf of an amateur paper which is devoted
to the collection of old boys' papers".

"Ah, that IS something different” replied Blake,
putting a match to his briar; "Is it 'The Story-
paper Collector'?"

"No sir" I replied; "Unfortunately that excellent
little paper is suspended owing to the illness of its
editor'.

"What a pity" said Blake, "It was alittle paper
which I came across quite by accident when solving a
crime at a place in Yorkshire'. '

"That's interesting" I said. |

(continued). !

THE TRAVELLING DETECTIVE. (continued).

His final story 'The Fatal Fortune' published in the
S.B.L. 2nd series No.656 was a foreign story and re-
introduced his 3 most famous charascters, Count Ivor
Carlac, Professor Kew and the Hon.John Lawless. The
latter charactcr was a friend of the slewth, while the
others were amongst his most formidable opponents. The
threc of them were featured in most of his stories
throughout thc years.

Pierre Quiroule is the next name that comes to my
mind. This author, who crcated the inimitable CGranite
Grant (King's Spy) and the delightful and delectable
Mlle.Julic of the French Secret Service, was also
perfectly at home in most foreign countries, although
he seldom roved outside Furope in his stories. The
Balkan countrices provided much scope for spy work
between the two wars and this fact is nrobably the
reason for his concentration on this continent. But I
can remcmber one or two good Blake adventures in North
ALfrica and Ethopia. The detcctive certainly has secen
some execiting times when working with Grant and Julie.
George Hamilton Teced was the most travellcd of all the
Sexton Blake authors and his kmowledge of various parts
of the world was very apparcnt. Born in New Brunswick,
Canada, Mr. Teed ran away from home when he was 16.The
urge to see the world was strong in him and he had a
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special desire to sce a palm trece. This desire was
fulfilled when he first espied Watling Island which
was the first land Christonher Columbus saw when
searching for the New World. Mr. Tecd subsequently
led a very varied and adventurous life. He was, amongst
other things, a shecn=farmer in australia, overseer
of a banana plantation in Costa Rics; manager of a
Jute plantation on thec Malabar coast of India. Little
wonder is it then that Blakc travelled extensively
while in thc capablce hands of Vr. Tced. But as well
as Dbeing at home in tropic elimes, he wes cqually
good when writing of Paris and London; in fact, somc
of his storics sct in the French cepital arc amongst
the best in the history of Scxton Blake, His sgreat
urge for deteil weos a2 featurce of all his storics and
he made Blake =2 rcel human chearacter. Just to give
exrmplcs of the sctting of Teed yerns I am giving a
short list of somc of the titles: Scxton Plake Library,
(2né serics)...
Ko.1l The secrct of the Cocnanut Groves.

f 19. The Great Canal Plot. (Panama).

25. The case of thce Chinese Pearls.

41. The Island of the Guilty. (Hayti ).

73. The Riddlc of the Russion Gold.

113. The case of thc Disguised ‘pache. (Paris).

129. The .dvznture of tho BEomus Shecixk.

158. The Terror of Gold-Diiger Creek. (Lustralin
If yow recnll suchcharacters as ™ Linz, San, Marie
Galente, Yvonne, Princc lencs, The Plack Rat, Huxton
Rymer, George !'arsden Plummer, Hsui Fsi and others,
you will probably recnll many of the Teed storics in
which you onecc¢ rovelled. Yes, Scxton Blako would have
stoyed at homc much morc had it not becen for that
young 1ad of 16 wanting to scc a palm treo!
Indiad There is no Qoubt of the attractive possibili-
ties one can conjure up in one's mind when thinking
of th-~t magic name, and this brings me to an author
who 1is at present doinz yeoman work in the Blake world.
I refer of course, to the inimitable i/nthony Parsons,
once an Officer of the Indian Army. He has riscn to

-
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great heights,; and this can be given a doublc mcaning,
for Parsons stands 6'3" in his socks! But I actually
mcan ‘that he has renchedé a new high level in the Blake
stories, for it is hec, in my opinion, who has becen
responsible for the morc sophisticated Sextoh Blake
with whom we are so familiar today. Gonc are the olad
dayes of startling deductions; now, our sleuth tacklecs
his cascs in a much more orthodox and convincing manner.
But - to roturn to India. ..s kr. Parsons has lived so
long in that 'jewel of the East', he naturally has a |
grcat insight into the native mind, and has c“n8uquently
given us a series of really first-class stories of !
that country. It is significant that most of thcse |
storics arc centred around the British Administration |
in In¢ia, and the reader is constantly reminded of the |
many ramificatilns that this involves. Scandal MUST be !
at all costs held from native ears, and this is where
Sexton Bleke is elways introduced. He and Tinker, in
immaculate whitc, soon strike at the heart of the
trouble, and all cnds 2s desired. In his early work, i
Parsons borrowed that dastardly Indian thug Gunga Dassgy
who was created by Coutts Brisbane many years ago, but
since the start of the second world-war in 1939, we
have not seen any of his evil work in the storiecs.
anthony Parsons 1s also very much at home in Egypt,
and his yarns of Cairo and ilexandria are equal, in
their particular way, to their Indian counterparts. ftar
reading one of his stories set in Cairc one feels that
one knows thc city intimately and could walk into
Shepheard's Hotel blindfold!l
Actually, -this article could be continued on and on
until = veritable bcocok had evolved, but I think I have
said enoush to recnll happy memories to old Blake enthu-
siasts and set the mind of the new reader thinking on
the wonderful tales they have unfortunatcly missed. As
for Blake - well, I supposc he will travel as much
azain in the days to come, but I think I am sc~fe in
saying that his adventures in foreipgn lands will never
be told better than were those old adventurcs by the
old authors.
Long may the world be Sexton Blake's stage.

PINIS.
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' With this article we intreduce our readers to yct
| another new eontributor, WILFRED D.RWIN of Rotherham,
 Yorks. His subject is one whiech will interest all
lovers of the work of G.H,Tced, for it is:
1 ’ -
B FIRSDEN PLUNMTHR -
S ENEIY NO.1.

L

George Mnrsden Plummer w@8 onc of Sexton 3lake's oléd-
' e8t opponents. He Figurediinany times in Blake
|4 Plammer story was alwnys = story in the o0ld U.J.
jovery time I think of Plummer I also think of George
‘HZemilton Teed, who wrate $he best of this serics. He
‘was 2 splendid suthor at amy time, wms Tced, but when
he wrote sbout this chareetor ho definitely cxeelled
'_himsczlf. The mere mentiom of = forcim ~dventurc with
(Blake v Plumner nceced ng;furthcr advertising. The
|reader knew from past enjeégeble cxpericness what to
-expeet In the way of thrills -n? scnsstion. Thet Plummer
\was, e desperate epiminal ,Tecle, ruthless, cunnins and
unscrupulous, thore cmn Beino guestisn, but that he
possegscd undoubted talents and was not without the
finerhqualitics must nls2 beadmitted. /bove all, he
had great orgnnising rbilities,; 'to judsec by his many
clever anf éaring crimingl coups “nd with the power

o rulc. other lesscr 1lizh®s of the erime-world. Thorc
was a fogoling of strenzth gbout him too, and he gave
out a strange impreéssionnof brecding. His handsomc,
bearded counteénance was known to every Sexton Blake
fan and distinguished him from oStHer criminal charac-
ters. (With the possible éxeeption of his contempor=-
ary, Dr. Huxton Rymer. - E&). He hat little to do with
the sncak thief, common-efdok variety, but mized
always with thc best of hils profession.
~et us reecall for a momenty his emagzing associntion
with Abcdel Xrim, the Chiefiof the Riffs. Do you remom-
ber Sakr-e;=Droog or The Hfwk of the Peak? /i colourful
and romantie figure who cha@iracterisgd more than onc
Sexton Blske story. % ' X

{cont i!%d )



