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FROi\ii TH!i: SDITOR ' S CHAIR. 

With No. 3 we present a designed cover and 
four more pages . Concern i ng the cover , co llectors 
will recognise the artist as one of the most 
enthusiast ic members of th e ci rcle . To him, and to 

the dupli c a ting a3ency which re produced it I f ee l 
sure it is agreed w,:; should say 11Nice work" . It i s 

hoped we shall b e able to offer oth e r sketches by 
Mr . ·~'hi tcr from time to time . 

As for th e four extra pagess as I have stated 
before, we hava planned twenty for No.l ; with the 
thi1~d i ssue we r e ach thirty - two . This is due to th e 

spler_did -r,ay in which hobbyists hav e supplied us 

wi t h copy . To us i t has b ee n more than en cour aging. 
We have a vari ed selection of articles in hand and 

if we hadn ' t to do other work for a living the C.D. 

woul1 come out oftener . This is not to say that vrn 
shall not we lcom e more, so koep your pens busy, for 

the more hands ther e arc at work the more variety 

we shall get, and variet y is good for the soul . 
In No. 2 we were privileged to make a sensa ­

tional announcement - the come-b aclc of the most 
famous character in schoolboy fiction, Willam George 

Bunter . Within 48 hours of th e copi e s be i ng d is­
patched we were inundated wi th requ ests for mor0 

ne~s , the address of tho pub li shers and so on ••• 
Incid ental ly, the news of Billy ' s return has been 
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announc0 d in severa l.. National and Provincial 
newspape r s 9 but remcmoer the C.D.got it first! 

Well, in this is sue we arc. pappy to present 
a furth er l e tt er from (Frank Richards' in which 
th e -._first t wo questions at ·1cas t a r c answered, 
to get he r with an i nt £Bsting account of our 
author's oth er activiti es . Amazin g man, Frank 
Rich ards ! Lik o Bunt er and the re st of the 
ch ara ct ers vie a r G soon to meet again; he' 11 
never gr ow old •.• 

Opinions on ::ro. l ar 0 b cginnin :; to :flow i n 
from overseas, and we publish on another page 
s ome of th e genc~ ous tribut es . Thanks, Canada ; 
t hanlcs , Australia! W0 '11 forgiv e you for 
ke epin g tho .so Ash es. 

Yours sinc ere ly, 
'HERBERT ~ CKENBY. 

11Th c Coll ec tor s ' Diszost" Subscri·otion Rates: -
Singl e cop i e s 1/l d . po s t-fr ee . Three copies 

(on publication ) 3/3 d. post-free. Six copi es 
6/6d . post-free. Postal Orders to be made 
pavabl3 to . H. Lcckenbv at Yorko Uncrossed. 
Adv e rti sement ratcs:-

Small advert is ement s l d.. pc:r word (n ame and 
address i nser t ed fr ee of charae). 

Contributions int end ed for publication are, 
if' possibl e 9 to b e typ ewl"i ttcn on sheets the 
s a.~c s iz e as this p age . 

---- -:---------cut alo ng thi s lin e ---------------

Please en rol me as a subscriber to 11The 
Coll ect ors ' Digesta and send mo, on publication, 

conse cutiv e issues commencing with No. 
I en clo se a postal ord er/money ord er/ch eque ~ 
(del0te those not appl ic abl e) valu e 
NaJT1e .•••.. • ~ ••••• Addr e ss ••••••••••.••.•.• Date •• 
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It is with gr ea t pl eas ur e t h a t we publish th e 
f oll owi ng a rticl e ":ri t te n by one of' t h e r ea l ' old 
boys ' an d trus t th a t reader s will s ha r e our enj oyment 
in r ead in g hi s anecd ot e s , h opin g lik e us th a t we 

1 1---s_h_a_l_l_h_a_v_c_m_o_r_e_· _f_r__:_o_m_t...:.h.:...c_s.:...am~..:..c___:::p_c..:.n:......:.a.:...t::__:a=--=l ..:.:a....::.t ....::.c..;;::.r__.:.d:...:a~t:...:e=--·:..._ __ ! 

·I T HOS E VER Y OLD B OYS ' P A P SR S 

by 

R.A. H. GOODEAR. 

Th ose li ve l y t r i p l e t s 11Pluc !c11
, 

11Gcr.111 and "Uni on J ack 11 

wer e b ab e s - i n - a r ms whil e I w1:1.s out gr owin g my p e.ssi on 
f' ()r t ?,l cs of s choo l r.nd qdv cntu rc , and v,n.s , ind eed , 
v:ritin c th em r.i.ys ::lf f or r· livi ng . I am m10.itin g on 
int 2r vi cr· wi t h E!. m?n v1ho knew llnxwcll Sc ot t, •:1ho was 
a phys ici an i n Hin do r ,'.1cll, a hap py vill age nea r th e 
North Yor k shir e c on s t . Th i s do ct or' s lit e r ar y a cti ­
viti 0s and rur nl i n t e r Gst s will b e d i s cu s s ed nt the 
int er vi ew , and I h op e t o p u ss on t o y ou a l ot of 
i n t erc sti~ g thin g s ab out hi m. 
My ov:n ne v e r - f ai lin g s t a--ridby in t h e s or r ows an d j oys 
of b oyh ood was c l ways a p enn y v1ockly - pap 0 r; a t first 
t he 11b oy s ' Comic J our nc.111 th en "Th e Boys of t he Empir e' , 
11 Th ,:: Boys' Popul ar 'Nccl u.y n an d II Chin g Chin g ' s Own 11 

( ' Bvst f or Boy s ' ) . To me , tho s e p ap e rs meeJ1t f a r 
mor e t han sch ool, game s of f oo tb a ll an d crick e t, which 
is s ay in g a gr ea t d ea l, for f ro m th a t tim e t o t h is I 
h a ve ev e r l oved wa tchin g R good match. 
Be t wee n th e age s of 8 and 14 I vrns a f e rv en t admir e r 
of E . Harc ou r t Bur1 ~agc , origin a t or of' th e inimit abl e 
" Chin g", b ut I find on l ook in g b ack, th a t th e " Boys' 
Comic J ou rnal" oft c::n c st awake s th e wild fl ower buds 
of memory within me . In it, my f avour! t(.;; s e rials we r e 
"Th e Spi e s of th e Sch oo l 11 and 11He r ewnrd th e tJnconqu c re1" 
I can alw ays viv-idly r oc a ll th e fr ont - p a ge illustratio 
which s h ewed th e hero and his chum ch a inin g the two 
spi e s to dog-k enn e ls p r ep arat ory t o g o ing insid e th e 
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ca tin i - n ou so and c on su min g t h e d i nn .Jr t hey ( th e 
sui cs ) h P.d orde r ed f ')r th oms0 l ve s . It vm.s h o t 
sn u s ag,.::.s and c h i p s, go l de n- brown , I r oe a ll. 
No ,';o n fl o r, I t ho u gh t, 11H0r ,::;w.:1r d th e Unc on qu e r•e d " 
an unc ommonl y f'in c se ri a l, for l :.:,.t c r on I f ,.)und 
t o my runa z .:;me:nt th c.t it 119.d b ·:c n crib becl. , in 
nn c1.bri dg"..:: f '.)rm bu t m:-ii :n.ly wor c1 f'or wor d., 
f' r or.1 Ch ~::."'l .:;s Ki n.::;sl e y 1 s f ::-c:ious b oa !-c 11Hcrcwa r d 
t l~o \-:oJ-:c n . 
I •,v2.s h u ge l y d.0l i g:.1t c d a n d i mmcnsc l ;i cxci t ed by 
t h e :f i rst m1:.1bcr of 11 '1:'hG E,:Jys o f th o Empir e" 9 

v:it h it s ,::.-.1 , ur od p i ctu r c2 :::me: r•i ch s me;ll of' 
-printin :; d l s . I n n y orr..1 c ,Jpy t ~:c c ,, l ·Jurs ho.d 
mi s~r i n t ~d, th ~t i s t ~~Y h 3d s li pped s i dc ~a ys 
on th e £''."·.cos ':lnd. cGstu: ;:os of' th '--' sc ri ~l 
ch nr ::-.c t -:;r·s, su c h 2.s i!~b .; 1::f'..st .Jr· of t he Swor d " . 
Th0 c C1l ,~ur s h Qc.1111 t ! I ~u n ~: , b ut j us t got . ou t of 
l in o :me. pl :-.c c , 1.-ii t h q_u:1i nt c:".'f,::;c t s . I sl:.Dul d 
h av e t r 0c.su r cd t h c.t f'i r s t nu.""'ber "ls n no v 0l t y 9 

whi c h you c , ll o c t ·)rs ::.f tod.:- .y '::Clu l cL h ~'.VC j '...u"ipcd 
a t ·,vi t h l ~:"'.p ing hcn r ts , 'b~t ".l ns ! my mother '.1nd 
si s t e r s qu i t ~ n .:i.t"..lrri_l l y :ros(::n t o r::, h ."'vi n e:; th ~ir 
c;u:pb o::i.r ds cl utte r ed up f o r yo ::ir s ·.:,i t h 1:11-:o.t t h ~y 
wr on g l y dc .:.mcd "p enn y b l oo d s " , ~t11c1 on o s p r in g­
c L .;s.n i n .:; -tir.1c t hey r:1rJ:l.0 a 'bon fj_r c; cf' th;:; l Gt. 
Ah , vrno i s me, one. '!rill y - ','.'il ly - ·;ml o;::,': ). sm,,_11 
f o rt un o , ~t t o c"'..:-!.y' s v ;::-,lu :1t ·i.. ,,n 5 1.0..-.:;nt U"'.J i n 
s:-nol-:~ rmc1 fL :unc . 
P a rd on :1:y conc:Jntrr .t i :>n ,)n b oys ' p r,!>~;rs p rin t cc. 
r11ru1Y ycc. r s b e f o r e mos t c f xo u 1.=r :::rG bo r n . I 
re c o gn is e t he g l ?.1710:;,~ous f n s ci n2.ti .Jn :)f t h e 
"~,1r-.311ct sll , 11Gcms n 9 "Pl uc ks ~' c.nd ;1Uni on J ac~rna , 
["Jld on l y wi s h I' c. b c.::m jroun g ~n ough t he n t o 
r ce.d end l ove n.n o. ch e ris h t hem as y ou do . 

R.A. H. GOODTI:AR. 
~~~--~~~~~· 

Not o: We h ope th a t r:r . Goo dye ar wi l l s oon mee t 
th a t g0 ntl cman v:ho knew th e inimit ab l e Max well 
Sc o tt. We ~r e sur e he will b e a bl e t o t e ll us 
much th nt~h 2 s hit he rt o b e en unpublish ed. 



57 

R.A. H. GOory-~q - PROVIDER OF GOOD ~AR: FOR BOYS. 

by Her bert Lec ke nby . 

I n th i s i ss ue we h ave pl easu r e in pr ese nti ng a_n a rtic l 
b y Vir . R. A. H. Goodyea r v;ho, f or over h a lf a centur y 1 

h as b ee n ,.,.rri tin g sto r i es t o de li ght th e hear t s o:f 
b oys . I read th em in my yout h and do s o s till, s o I 
th ough t i t not in app ro p ri ate t o t el l he r e jus t a littl 
about th e ya r ns he has wr it te n wi t h h i s f aci le pen . 
I wi ll Gta r t of f' wi t h a good st or y s.bout hi m, one 
wh'ich I c an vouch f or b e ing tru e , unlik e some good 
stori es . 
Lon g yea rs ago , at the age of 17, he wrote a seri a l 
s t or y and se nt i t t o Hamilt on Edwar d s who had just 
got th e "Boys ' Fri cndn n ic el y l aunch ed on its lon g 
caree r. It was no t ve r y l ong ; mayb e t i:m th ou sand v1or ds 9 

and. it was ca ll ed 11The Footb al l Riv als 11
• Youn g Good yea 

fr ank ly menti oned hi s age but t h : man who was t o 
b ecome th e most f amous o:f all ed it or s of b oys ' p ap Gr S9 
impr e ss ed with th e story, was sc eptic al ab out th e yea r 
of his pr oduc er o:f th e story . He made en quiri es f ro m 
t he Barnsl ey p olic e , whe re ,,r .. Goodyea r liv ed a t th e 
tim e . I don 't lrno'.7 whe th er H.E. t ol d th em hi s r easo n; 
if no t, maybe th e men in blu e of t h,;) Yor lcshir e mining 
t own vroul d wonder wh a t 1-1ast c r Gooe:y0ar hacl bc0 n up t o . 
Anyway , th a t somewhat quix otic cd i t or of th e 11Grec__!l 
'Un 11 was evi de ntl y s a tisfi ed for th ,.:; st or y dul y 
appeared in t he fir s t Chri s tmas numbe r of t hc 11!d . Boy's 
Fri end", No. 47, in 1895. 
'Nell, he has writt en mo..ny s t ori es sinc e , s t or i es of 
a ll t ypes , but pa rticul a rly of sch oo l ::mn sp ort . He 
wr ot 0 f or Hendc r s ons, e spe ci all y th e i :- "Nugge t Libr ar y 11

9 

th e Harmsworth pa p ers o..nd th e Ll oyd s Adventur e Libr qr y 
b ef or e and be t ween th e t wo war s, s ometim es unde r a pe n-

. name, i ncludin g a f ominin 0 one when writin g f or th e 
womens ' pa per s . But his be st w0 rk con s ist ed of sch oo l 
st ori es in b ook f orm, gr and cle.m st ori es sui ta bl e f or 
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s ch oo l p riz es or Chr ist m~s g ift s . He wns a ctiv e in 
this f'iel 6. ri ght up t o th o outbr c:ik of th Z; l a t e; war. 
Th o y can b e f oun d i n the juv ,:m il 0 s.:.cti on of a lmost 
any li brary (p ubl i c ) . Th ey h av ;; th em in min e , but 
they a r c sc l c'coz;1 in. If' th Rt s 0cms an I r ishi sm, I 
1:1.e;ari th ['.t th 0 sh e lf a llott ecl t o th em h 11s r>.l ~·mys ::'l 

v nc 2-J."'1.t l ook i f o r th o b::iys of t odP.y e vi de ntly ~c:now a 
good b oo k when th e y SC (. it ·. One I managed t o se cur e 
th e 0 thcr c1f"l.y I s ee h r:s b 2 on out 19 ti m..::s in j ust 
6 months , ::. f ,c,J:t which sp 0 :1.lcs f or i t s-;::;lf. 
Th~ st o ri Ge ar c r ~~inisc ent of Tnl b o t R~in c s 200d ; 
n o bot tcr c :)rrrpl i l:lcnt can be pa i d t o n sch oo l st ory 
·:~11an tl :~.t . 'i:'hc :· h ."."..'t C a l: ~ho n e coJs r,17 in g r c d i 0n ts -
oxci t 0m-.;nt; fo u cls b ,')t 1.-.:-:;r,n r i val f' J rms Ol" h -:;,-·J.s.::;s; 
hum our of th e: qu i 0t , witt y br and; vivi d des c r i p ti ons 
::,f' f ,-iot :.::r ,.n(', cr ic J.c,:;-t g, :r,1-:...s . He r -:: r:r 0 s om0 t ~r-,~ic a l 
ti tl 0s of st ·,r i '-'s ~publis r1..:;r1 'by 1'.1o ssrs . Via r d. Loc k : -
11TD~:; Bi g f' ·n: th _; f.'if't h ·' ; 11Young P.ock\ y,:;od ~t Sch oo l :'; 
,:Th e i::i::--y s of :. in ,:?;in g oc:cu ; ,;F ensh av en fin ds it s 
F.:::eti: . Th c r.,:; l:lr•J l:'lnn.y m.:;.L'O, s0m.J publ i sh od b y 
M~ssr s . Bl a cki 2 ; Ne l s on; Bl ~ck . 
Coll 0 ct :) r s s i ghin g :fo::' t h~~ p 2.p0 rs of' o l d mi ght cl.-") 
·;1ors o t h 2n br cws o r oun d t h i!' own libr a ri es in 
s ear c h ~f' some or th ese . As I sn id at th o bcg innin g 1 

!-f:,, . Goo c.y08. r v:r ·-:,t ,:; h is f i rst st or y ov e r h n lf - a ­
c cntury ag:> , but, 1 i lrn th a t :Jth cr me.st ~r - crafts ms.n 
0f hi s tim o , C.:.1~rl o s P.a..r:1ilt on , r..i s pe n i s s till 
a ct i v0 a n d. h 0 vn" i t -.;s ·:; i t h the S P.Jno b oy_i sh 
onthus i a s m a s h e d i d. "'.)Il t he ( qy when Hami l t on 
~dwar d s ccll 0~ i n t he p8 lic e . 
'Nr i ti ng f o r b oy s s ee ms t o ge t one th a t wa y . 

FINIS. 

SOME COMING ATTRACTIONS. 

A -f:cw wor ds on SWEENEY TODD by F . N . Wear in g . 
Thos e we r e th e Days_. By F . W. Webb. 
Sentim e nt i n Sch oo l b oy Ficti on. By Tom Armit age . 
Th e Boys ' Stand a rd . By Harr y St ee l e . 

:-:-: ----------------- : -:- : 



- 59. -- -------- - -_i\noth~r n\.VJ c cn-tribut 0r ·.1i t h .:-.n ··r tic i.=- gurir rmt ccr1. to app.:;.al t o nll our r eade rs - Nels on Lee l :::iv crs in 
particul a r, for · it r eve a ls much ab out :-

MAXWELL SCOTT: ORIGINATOR OF NELSON LE", DETECTIVE. 

By Ste..nl ey Mai G.mcnt. 

St ori es wri tt cn by this ~uth or a nd publ i shed in the yo'i.r 189Lo. r eve a l li ttl c o f t he q_uali ty !'.Dd ch nract c r ­istics t:, b ...: r ~und in hi s 1 :-;tcr works . ':'~o se I h r:.ve b o~n p~i vi l~Jcc t : rc~ d s t nnc up wvll in compar is on v:i th "'t r.-:-r s :):' th::: s~.r."'.·~ :),,:i, i ..).=:., bu t .::mly h.Jr c o.n :~ th c r ·3 i s it ,-_,.::;si bl ,J t r, c'.:'.tch '1 gl i r:"tpsc of the br i ll ­iru1c ,.) t hat v·~,s t ,:-i b e . And yet it is i nter e stin g t o n ot e h o\1 <;_t:.ic ::ly th"t ~U".l i ty ~e:·,c l opccl '15 s t or y su ccecdc:: s t ,)r ~,, each better t hm its p r 8d.cc0s s cr. By 19 01 he :r._.--.c:. trav cll cc". S "' f;:,.:t "'.nc: so f 2r f r ::;;m th0 C".T.1'":­t eur j urn ~lis n fr c::: whi ch h0 st nrt ..:;:l th at ho WP.S 
ab l e t o p r ·)duc e th 'Jsc t ":o grco. t s t }ri c s "The Se ven St [':rs" '1n.:°: 11 Bir C..s ')f Pr1,.;:/ 1

• 

If h :: hnd. ho.cl n .) ) thc r pr·. f oss i on th an t hc.t o f auth Dr hi s out!mt w~·ul t. :i '1V t; b ..; ... n pr0c. ::gi.) US, "but no .se~r et h s s cv~r b~J~ m~t e ~f t ho r '1ct th at h 0 ~as a l s~ a d .Jct 0;, , F :::ir pr : f o ssi 0n"'.l rc .'1SJns hi-s neJTic, Dr . St ani ­f i:rth , \1 '°'.S not d.iscl '.)s ~d , end u...11::' e r th e pe n - n ame or 
~!~X\'/C;ll Sc ot t v70 kn ew him ::me~ as such r emember him . Very l i ttl e s -:.1..;ms t t· b ... la10•:m of h i s ea rl y days , but 
\·1c kn ,..11:; he was ed.uc'1ted Met t ook h is degr ee s a t a 

, L'"'nd 'ln Uni vc :::-si t y f'.nc1 -::Yontu nlly became Hous e - Sur geo n ~t rm Infirm a r y in a North e rn t or:n . The cramp ing c on ­fi nemen t of bric ~ and st one "~ pnrently bccnmc t oo irk ­s ome f or this 0ncr gc tic man , 3Ild it i s not sur p rising t ha t ha S '.):m t 0ok a mec'l.ic 2.l po siti on on the Yorkshire c oa st . Her c , betw een th e sea and the moors he l oved , ho f oun d the i de'1 1 envir onment and outle t f or the dynami c ene rgy of his b ody th a t wr.s e qu alled on ly by th e vitalit y of his pr oli fic br o in. 
Maxwell Sc ott ' s seri nls wer e p lann ed c ar efully and a map of events prep a red , t o whi ch were f i tted s ch ed ul es of tim e s, giving th e ch ara cter ' s exact pos i ti ons 



thr ough out th e st ory, thu s e nsuring t hat m~thc m~t ic a l l 
acc ur acy s o frunili ~r t o ~ is rc ~dcrs . But ~ r ~b~ bly his 
most nt tr cctiv 0 q_u~li t y l ay in his W'm c";crf'ully gr cph i . 
end des cri p tiv e styl e - th a t ini ~it 8bl 0 phr nsc ol ogy t 
t ha t wc,s uinqu t o h i ms e lf e.lonc ~rn.l was h i s signatur 
and h ,. 11- n nrk on every story . _'\.nanyr:1i ty c 0ul"cl n ,;vcr 
c ,)nc e;nl him, n :)r c )ul cl. r_ ' g h0 s t' wri t c r cvur h2vo 1 
writt en un ~c:r his n n.me . Bu t i n sp it 0 -:..--:f this, s ovcr a l 
~uth ors d i d ~r y t ~ maint a in th 0 ch~rn ct cr ~e ls on Lce 9 

I' but n 8 thin G ~mts t nn c.in g o r wor th~r of c orrrp a ris .. )n r1i th 
i ~:~,xwell Sc .::tt' s w-::r l~ 1· ·, .. s riroc1u c cc: . Si dney Dr ew -
! M2.xwell Sc 0tt' s p cr s :mc. l f':rLm d :md a f2 .. r:1'.)US \'/ri ter 
h ims e lf - w,:, .. s on e wh o ~.tt 0motc d th ;:; d i:ff'ic ul t t".sk, 
and it i s r z.th c r str'.:l.ng -:: h .:· ctict no b e tt e r, f :) r of h i s 
own G.et c ctivc Rn.ym.cm d 1.'.'c ir c h0 wro t :: s ~nL v e ry fine \ 

. thrill e rs f .Jr th-J 11 Glc::-i..rn11
• I w,n do r i f any ,·:mc rc 111cmbe:q~ 

I nm1·n · · D""'0 "d r-.r" n ~nv -.r B,..,1·,.., ... i, "r1 r l!Tl1c Or c~-. ..,1 r-.f J"S-:-) "r · 

I 
_ 1.., ,. \.;; '-''-- '-' .u •¥ I_; L'.. .. ~ -.; '-' •.. 0 1.., ,.. • .J , • .L~ ~ I 

Bo:,rncY . Th ese Vi'Crc e;q_uc.1 t ,_) E.::lg :1..r ... ,2 .. ll nc c 2 .. t his b e st . 
P.,·i1···.-i~ ::i "~""n 0f' ,..,,1 ,.,.-r>rrv " '!'-ir ' ~c t1· "n 1·t '""S 1· n ,..,,•1't,..,bl ,.., 
.._, - .L ... t::, «.. · ...... , " - - -'• \.J - 6!J .~ ...... · • \..• .&. 9 ... ~ p - " '- - ...., , 

I th '.".t i nci<lents fr :)m Mi:..)i..'Vic ll Sc ott's own .. ::v cn tful life I 
sh '"'ula h n..v c ~a.,:::.ce.. t o h is w1"'i ting th e qu ality 0..n d c ol::iur 
0:f' r cr_li t y . Io r i nstnnco , his ::r.':'n c x·, c ri..:m c c s b ,:,th ns 
f ~ :itb r> .. 11 ,:;r anc.. crick .:·t cr , c .:JU:i_::il cc1 v.•i th h is r c?Tir-.rlc .... _ble 
descri p tiv e p:::,wcr c.n cl ~bili t y t '.) tr o.nsl :1.t c int ~) c ol d 

I :7rint th e s .oc!. m d .:.1cti-:m cif a gc_rnc s o vivi d ly , c n -
j tribut ec-:. l :-,.rg8l :; t -:i the succ es s "'.ncl :;or ulnri t y yf his 

S1J8rting st ,Jr i a s, u f' which h ~ ,_,.-r -:-,t c s 0 m~u1y . His sc r i a 
1·H~.rcl Pre s sc c:11 wh ich r ~n in th e ' Bi g Buc: got ' 121-163 
( 1899 ) WRS pr ob ~bl y th e. first · f o .~t b;1..ll st ·:::,r y :-in'-l wc..s 
nlm ost a r ec or d f ~r l e n gth. 
Inspire d by his own pcrs~nal ~3 rti ci p ~ti 0n in mor e 
thm1 .Jne h nz c.r do us o.dvcn tur c in r e scu e v1ork i n c 0nn ­
oc ti on with sh i r wr e:clcs ':)ff th nt d.~n gc r ous c o ':'..st 

1 

M~.xwoll Sc o tt ' s ep ic st :Jri c.s :) f t he s co.. o.r c n ; t ea sily 
f ·)rg o t t en . S0m0h ·_1v1 or '.)thcr, th e s0e1. nnd ~Jos sibly r.: 
shipwreck, f ound its way int o most of his st o ri e s. 
Many exampl e:s of th e way in whi ch his ovm c.ctivi ti c s 
wer e rc:fl e ct cd in his l i ter~ry work c oul d be giv e n, 
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as f or inst :::mcc , in r ogrtr d t r:, his voc uti ons spent 
abro ud, p articul a rly in NJrth Af'ric a . But th Jse who 
h ave r ead his st ori e s n vcd n o r emin de r, and th os e who 
h ave n ot, woul d find it t ed i ous. 
However , I wJu l a lik e t o menti on th e f act th at hG had 
many ncti vi ti c s , r_,,p a rt f'r om bein g a busy d.-;ct ·:>r with 
a lnr ge pr actic e and 500 ir onst on e mi ners unde r his 
care , rn t it i s a wonclo r th nt h e. f oun t t i me t o 1ivri t e 
st ~ri ~s nt ~11 . But i n s~ it c of nll t his , he had an 
MlP.zin g outT)ut , [lnd as ear ly A.S 1905 200 of hi s t al cs 
hnd b ee;n :'._)Ublishe d . He v1r :>t c st ,)ri e s ar ·:mnd every 
concc iv nbl c th eme , but his b est, and by f er th e gre at ­
est nurr~cr , wer e de t ective tal e s . 
Among t ·h c r.1.my ch nr act e rs he cr eat ed we re 4 wel l- kn own 
detec tiv e s - Neis on Lee, Keny on For d , Vern ~n Read and 
Martin Dale. Of' thes e , Nels on Lee achi eved th e gre at es 
fame by r ea s on of having appe ared in more st ori es , in 
a gre ater number of j ourn als and f'or a l onge r pe ri od, 
t han th e oth ers . 
Nelson Lee mnde hi s first b ow to th e public in n com­
pl e t e story ent itl ed "Ne ls on Lee , Dete ~+.ive" in th e 
"Marv e l " da te d 31 st Oct ober 1894. The same year he re ­
r.ppeared in "The Adventu r es of Nels on Lee", f our sh ort 
st ori e s which wer e of i ndifferen t qua l i t y, and f ormed 
th e "Uni on Jack" No . 35 . Acc ording t o Maxwell . Sc ott, 
11The Fur th e r Adventur es ')f Nel s on Lee 11 was his first 
s e ri al of thi s de t ective , and appc nr ed in 1895 e ith e r 
i n t he " Marvel" or th e "Comic Home Journal" - most 
pr obably th e l atter . The similar i ty in th e titl e s i s 
confusing~ "Pl uck" No. 71 - 189 6 - cont a in ed a l ong 
compl 0te st ory "Nels on Lee , Detective ", afte r whi ch I 
h ave no r eferenc e t o miy ::>th crs until "A Christ mas 
Myst ery" app ea r ed in tho "Marve l" No. 158 - 1897 . Then 
bl ank Rga in t o 1900, whi ch gnve us II A Christmas Tr age d " 
- "Boys ' Friend" No. 308 Ol d Ser i es - and "Th e F!'l.t a l 
Fin ge r p rints" - "Boys ' Fr i end" No. 319 . 
Up t o 1900 Maxwell Scot t se ems t J have concentr a te d 
mor e heavily on th e Mai den Lane publ ic at i ons , p artic­
ul arly th e "Bi g Budge t" which commenced 19th June 189 7, 
and c ontain ed a l ong c0mpl c t e st or y •1The Secret of the 
Ruby Ring" , in whi ch the author ' s s econd detectiv e , 
Keny on For d , made hi s first appea ranc e~ Identical in 
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I ever y way with Ne ls on Lee , eve n t o th 0 m0dic a l Gcgre c s : 
h e w~.s n o nr m- ch n ir C:.etc ctiv c, an d vie s i mbu ed with his 
auth or's own t i r e less en e rgy. He ~ppe Rrod in only on e 
ser i a l but in mRny c ~mplo t c st ori e s , s ome b Gi~ g 7 or 8 
p a g e s in l engt h. Th e titl e s nr c int c resting 9 us th ey 
g iv e s ome i dea of' th o wi dely vnr i cu p l ots ov0lv od by 
Max wel l Sc ()tt' s f e rtil e brain. 1-.. full li s t Vi"'Ul c1. t nk e 
up t 10 much S!.Jf!.C C , but here ~r e ,: f ~w: 111':iy st c r y ;,f the 
York Exp r es s"; 11Th e i!iizs in g F..)rt7nr c111

; " St ol vn from the 
St a.ge 11 ; 

11Vh lf in Sh-::cps ' Cl -ith ing "; 11 The Ri v nl Blu0s"; 
i "S i gn o f' t h0 cr o ss,3 d Do.ggc r s 11

; Clu ...:-·')f th o C:r ?olcccl 

I '.i'humb" ; "Bir ds ·f' Pr oy· 1 
; 

11 
-~ v cngoc"i. on X:m".S D::y" ::inc II The 

Po is on King". In ::i.11, th 0r c wor e :"'.b ,")u t ti.o f")f th e s e 
Keny .)n F 0i-•c. st riries , r1hich rc ri.ch c(: :--. ve r y hi gh st rmd -
'lr d . Undo ubt edl y, u ·.J t o 1901, :Kony')n For c1. v;~s well 
".he ed of' Ne l s on Leo in p:)pul ~ri t y . Scv ,:;;r ".l 0f thes e 
s t ~)ri ·, s wor e illu st r ':1.t cd by hrthur Cl '1rku , rm "'.rtist I ~f c xc e:;;ti 1n ".l '1bili t y "Jld who s I pl:)rr octl y sui te e: 

· this auth Dr' s ch ".r ... 1ct ..::.rs . By th is tim e :(c n;r :1n F ')r d ' s 
s ucce ss mus t h ['.V ,.; b .;on 2-n 0 st r,bl ish ed f :-ict, f:nc".. y 0t, 
s tr nngc ly 0 11 ·ugh, his chr :micl c s ::t.)l)n.r cntly cnd!::cl. 
v,i th "Th o Se:v0n S t :-i..r s " , f '.)r I C:::!Il tr .0 .c c n ~ st ory 1:-.t c r 
th r .n t ha t-. 
However, c om:,;cns c.ti ·:in f ,1r thi s c .':J!l(; in th e f' ··r !'1 0 f n 
s ucc es si on of p ower ful scri:1ls i n ~n un b r ol~cn lin e 

;f r :)m th u p en of MGX\\'"c:ll Sc ot t. The fir s t ch r:·.~t ors o f 11Bir cls of.' Pr cy1' :1p1:C;r.r cd in th e; " Boys ' Fr i end" r,.r::). 1 , 
June 12th 1901. Th is st or y W '1S 1 0.t c r r en r int cd in the 
11 B".)ys ' Fr i en .. ~. Libr --.ry 11 nnc. :ig:-i.in 8.5 a sc ri r.l i n th e 
"Gcm1

i Nos . 24-4-2 63 . Th~ 11 Sil v or Dwri.rf 0 b o:3.m in th e 
fi rst 2 d . Xmas Numb e r of th e 1'B 'lys ' Fri cnd 11 No . 26. Its 
se qu e l, "Th e Mi ss in g Heir " st flrt ecl in No .42 - 1902 . 
This in its turn v1:1s f oll ov1Cd with out .".\ br cr-Jc by "A 
8 :-m of' th e S0ri.11 in whic h Maxwe ll Sc ott, writin g of his 

e l ov cd s e~ , w~s n t hi s b es t . All f our st ori es were 
illustr a te d by l'..rthur Cl nrk c . 

TO BE CONTINITTD. 
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That ke;cn stu0 ent of th e w,1rk of Chnrles Hamil t on 
ROGER M. JENKINS, st ~rts nn other b ~..11 r olling when he writes about: 

ST. FRANKS versus THE REST. 

Wi th out be in g unl{ind, I woul r. i mn.gino it woul d. t ake s omeone wit h the pr ovcrbi 11l mem1ry of nn e lephnnt t o r cm0mbcr th e ~ay when the l qst origin a l St . Fr':'lllks 
st ory n~pc~ re d . For this re n s Jn, I was sur p r i s0d t 0 he nr th t' .. t t h,,re :u>c s t ill s ome ;:-co..-..l t- vrh·::-:)r e fer th e !'", .a.: ... .£. ' work ,::,f Edwy i:icA.rl es vr ooks t o th :-i.t of' Chr-trlcs 
Hrunilt on, wh0se crc~ti ons i nclu co Grcyfr i nrs , St . 
Jime, R·v::ik w,1'"lcl, S:i_""'nr sh ott, C::rcr '.:>ft s Grimslede: , St . J Ki ts ancl many ')th ... r sch .iols t oo numer "'>us t o mention. 
The ,-,rim nry de!fect of the St . Franks ser i os was th e 1· l nck ,f r Gnlism . Their P..Utb or w0nt t ,-, f ant astic 
l engths t o ~r 0u sc int ere st , but the r es ult w~s no I mor e s nt 1sf ~ct 1ry t o th o r cnu cr thon th e st ori e s of pr ~r )st c r ~us nono ens c th~t ~~~c~r cc in such p~~e rs as 11Thc H·J:.spur a . As .... mrt tor of fnct , it wns c vcm more hurnili nting t o the i nt olli zc nc c , sinc0 ns ~ rul e sch '1ol st orivs wor e •:1ri ttcn Vii th 3Il eye t ,:, cr 0d i t a­bili ty, but th e even t s th~t t 0ok pl ~cc at St . Fr ?nks woult strain th e im'.1£;in a ti :-m of n.n .i:mge l - mas ters 
going mnd, th .:; sch ool b e in g de str oye d pe ri oc!..ic a.lly, visits t r.1 hi c,dcn worl Cs 0very v ~c .'.'l.ti on nnd ki c.n npp ing t hr own in every ter m. 
Nels on Loe w~s th e c~us c of th e tr ouble . More tbcn 90% ':>f the st :"'lri c s were c1etecti ve ycrns , ana nfter n whi l e it b ec['JJle more than n littl e ann oying f or every ~dvcn ­turc t o tu rn on ~ bnnc of cr Jo ks nnd their nof qri , us 
a tt empt s t -1 drug Ncls •Jn Loe Md tn.kc the compl ecent 
"Ni p:.;ier" n h ost:1ge . Now it is i:-.n accc :itcd f'act th [lt th e more scns~ti JilQl ~ st ory is, t h~ m~re chmic c exists th nt it is n b:1d p iec e of writing . I soc no r e ns on t o cxce ~t th e St . Franks stories fr om this rule . 
The truth i s , I f ee l, th a t St . Fronks w~s b ased on Greyfriars and St . J i ms; it was roi att empt t o cnsh in on t he pop ul ~rity and success s o well - ea rn ed by 
Charl e s Hrunilt on . But this ef f ort d i d not succeed, 
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main:t Y b e c aus e of th 0 defec t s enumq.;-.at ed abpve- . Char a c · 
teri .s a ti on .wes nn o th ~r wct"lt po int, th e only p,ors qn ~-t 
st . Fran..l{s whp s t ,)od out b o i n2: Ha.ndf'0r t h , :1nd he Wa-S a· 
wcruc i mi t r.ti on of Oolccr ~ Ano. -as he was th e shmv;, i oc e , 
ho wP.S. clr P.gged i n t o cv0ry st er y, ,until one 'b.cc 0...me h en r1 
ily sicl-c of him . But th e c r ov/Ji of E c:.wy Sea rles Br o-::Hrs' 
u l ag i A..ri sra ·i,rns t o vr.!'it e t h at c"' .. ro~c"'.f'Crl st '.:lry 11Hand f o1"'th 
~.t st . Ji ms11

, pr obn bl y t in a t ·t cnr_pt t o wri t o succ ,GssfullJ 
with o th e r peOl)l es ~hara ct e r s . He f flil c.0 ini se r~~bly . 
The f a ct · th at }!.r . Br ooks r e fu ses t o Rnswcr c orr c spo nGl­
c nc c nbo ut h is s ch oo l 1,;;m1l c seem t o i nr.,)l ;\r h is d i ss r.tis · 
f '.'1.cti on wi t h his :)V-1"'!1 w 1rk ; i ndeed , m~ny p~ )j_)l c hr>ve 
as s er t ea . it t o "be: mor e t han th et . Bu t n0 t so t .he wc rk 
of Mr. Ha.-nilt on; s o strong hRs · b een th e d,:nnnn .:1 th n t 
Bi,ll ;v Bunt o·r is. t -:i no - a.pper-.r 2f tc r ne v.rly s ev en ya-ar .s ' 
nb sene o , t o t ruce hts 7 l t,;,c·c wi 'th th o n m~ ch ri.r nct e rs by 
t he sr..rn.c "i..uth or . The .secre t of r':r. Knr.u1.t on ' s s uccess 
i s f';J.uen t pr or:'..uc ·ti on ..)f si :,1"i eis of v nr i cc. t yp~s wit h 
d if t'e-rcn t chP.rL>.ctcr s c :>mi ,ng for\·fnrc"'. . t 'J t 'lJCC t ho st ~ge 
c.whil (e. Th e re i s n ~ p lu gg .i ng ; n0 i:>ac':.C.i ng gnd no i r .r ~l e · 
v :mt .e..c t .i on . Tnc mr.oh i n cr y of th e :;;l ot nave r cr ·e.aks; 
it runs on oil ed wh c:c ls • . An d ab ov e all, we ncv .1r f' ce l 
we h e.v e re f'..Chccl s~ tur "'.ti on p 1:in t . ThRt i s why I t hin:lr 
th o Se i n t s l ose. t o th e Rest b! fl hca ~.:c mo.r gi,,n of" po int.i 

FIN! S .· 

.M.\G}!3TS I M MJ>.L.'.i.Yi:..! 
I n th e ~n r l y uays of tb -c occu;p~ti on of' 1t!al aya , my ·so n, , 
Cliff o r d , d i-sqover ea n st ec-k of " Magn~t s" i n a Qhin ~s e 
shop-: ... C •. H.tiliSON, .30 , ST . M:.RG!~T ·' S RO_'\D, 1N~:.NSTEAD 
P~\RK, E . 12 . 
'( Wlmt e. d·eli s htful r emi nder of h ome ~ Wh.y, even a 
Chine -e kn ew th e a ttr ftcti on bf a 'Magn e t '' it seems, Pat. . 
Ed i t .ur) . 
IN REPLY TO Y OURS. 
T.P.Bre:thert on, Herki-'tj., rtr . Cho:rlcy •. • "Th e Far Fa r 
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N -:,rt h 11 (Boys ' Hcf nl c.) wns 17ritt,.m by l:ur t in Sl1Em; "The 

Radi um Seekc r s 11 
(. BoY-S' Realm) by Fen t on .:-..Sh. 

Le sli e Vos;:,er, l 3 Kinl et Road , Woolwich, S .E. 18 :- We 

c e rt P.inl y thi nk n Nols 0n Lee Club i s Possi bl e , Les li e . 

The Sext on Bl e.ke fan s have th e irs; why not th ose 

devot ed t o his grea t e st riv al? There a.re plent y of 

c oll ect ors who~ we are sur e , woul d be int ere s t ed . 

Per hap s th ey will get in t ouch with you. 

MORE .1U30UT BILLY BUNTER. 

We have p l ea sure in publishin g th e f oll owin g l et t er 

fr om Fr r..nk Rich u.r~s ••• Pre pare f or th e Spri ng ~ 

Dea r Her bert Leokenby , 
Thank you f or your l ett er thi s 

mor nin g. Your pr ovi ous l e tt er I shoul d hnve answer ed 

be f ore now, but I had b een WP.i tin g f or S:)mo dcf'i n i t o 

news about da t os . But t h i ng s move sl owly th ese post- wa 

days , r.nd th e Bunt er c.~tc i s s t ill "In th e Spri ng ". I 

thi nk I t 0l d you th at I compl eted t he first volume , 

c ru.l ed "Bi l l y Bunt er of Groyi'r i ars School" some li t tl e 

t ime ngo and th at Macdonal d i s doi ng th o p ie t uro s. I 

menti oned thi s f act in my Xmas br oad.ca st t 0 :~ustr al i u; 

a good mruiy peopl e "down unce r" arc int er es t ed i n 

Macdonald . I was very p l eRSed when tli e BBC r epe at ed 

thi s br oad cas t t o South Afric a on Xmas Day . The mor e 

th e merr i er~ I also t ol cl th o wi de worl d , ove r the air, 

th at i f they lik ed tb e first volume it woul d be f oll ow d 

by "mor e ond mor e nnd mor e 11 • So one must hope th at it 

will be lik ed . It will, -Of c ours e , mean a l ot t o Frank 

Rich ard s if Gr eyfri ur s goe s well in b ook f or m. h.s you 

kn ow, th e publ i she rs ar e Charl es Skilt on & Co. Lt ~. 

Thei r addre ss is 50, },J.ex andr n Rond , London, S . W. 19 . 

It i s very pl eas nnt t o kn ow th at you nre ge ttin g . 

enquiri es on th e subj ect ond th at you think th er e will 

b e a" gr ea t d emand : Mr . Slc.ilt an, f\f t cr r ettd in g t he MS •. , 

t ol d me th at it" SJ?o.rkl ed al l thr ough" wh i ch was ver y 

agr eea bl e t o hear . The book i s nbout 60 . 000 wor ds , or 

a li ttle mor e ; t'ull novel l eng th. Billy Bunt er is 

r ath er i n tr oubl e thr ough out, be in g t ol d he will have 
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t o qu it Grcy:fri -:rs if' he doc s no t men d his w;tys - whic l h e r c s 0l v c s t o c1 J : but h e c"'...Jos n ot h ::w c much luck as ' I n mcn c1cr of ways . In f nct, hi s wnys r ema in in th o srunc ol Q st nt ~ o f d isr cp~ ir •••• Yes , I h ~ve b ee n r a th er busy o:f l nt e, f ~r i n nd{ iti on t J th e h npp y resuscita­ti on of Grcyfri ~rs, I h RVC b ee n ? iling u p n m~unt a in of' 11 ·roph<>Jn11 and. "st . Olivc 1·s 11
• I thinlt I t 0l c:l y ,,u th r.t th o s e ~r e on s:->.l c nt W0ol worths. I h :--.vc b ee n us t onishcc by th e i n t ere st in mm1y qu ~rt ~rs in th e ~nn ounc cmcnt I th ~t Bunt er is t ~ r e turn . Y~u s ven t o h RVC se en th e very :cin d n.)tic (. thn .t :1.p::_;o:1r ct in th e D~i ly Hcr .... 1.::.4 Y .:n: c M be t I ·.v".S :."l -.sod t ::, t e ll __ ustr nli ", on d S . ~·~rric :: over th e r-.ir, .~.n cvc ni n'.; :9 .... :_:>e r h".S -:vcn a skoc: me t 0 wr it e ::-n ~rticlc -.n the subj e ct. I l r>.u ~h8c-: the ·) th c r 

I
" c-:r.y wh0n :->. l '")Cr-.1 r c :_):>r t e;r tr r1ile: C:. me t o my lnir f or nn int c rvi e~:·; it mn~r nmus c y ·--.u t , sec hi s .... r ticl c , s o I cncl ·JSO ~ c opy . I think sn!;10thin g is n;p.::n rin g in I the 11No·.:rs Rcvi ,:.w". I h "VC ~v0n b; _~.._ SJ ffi(, k in ~ ,:mc;_uiries 
1

1 

fr ,: ;n th u ,; .. p , ·,1h o s ;.:,e;n i nt-::;r cst ecl i n n fri (.;;n Ll y rmy • ."~l t ogo th c r, th e --ut l · ·~c s'"'cms 11 s e t f :1.ir" rm,1.. I P.111 ' f' cc li ns v e ry ch ee ry th e s~ ,1-~ys. I I rJTI v e ry i !1t0rc st ccl t o he r>.r th c.t your n ,xt numbe r wi ll I h r.v c skctch :.s by R, bort 1.:lhi t or . I h "VC s ome spe ci mens 

I o f his clr ~.wi nrrs which :-.r o rc mo.rk c.bly ..... , -.c:. I use -:~ t o c"!.r nw mys e lf, onc e ·l.l:.~on ~ time; th 1J1"0 i s .'.". ~,ictur e of' I r: ' ,·.rcy by r1i:rtin Cliff ord in n. v e ry .)l d Gem, but I I :pass it u p t o Rob ort: I 1".m very k ,,c n t o s co th ~t nu r.1bcr , wh...::n 1 t c 1m- s nl on:; . 
j ~ ith k in ~ r can r ds, I Yours s i nc0 r c ly, 
I F~'.NK RI CH.:JIDS • N0 tc: Th e ' News Rev i ew ' we ek - end in g Fr b .lst, c arri ~~ ~ :full pQgc writ e-u p on th e r eturn of Billy Bunter .-uid c omme nts on his ~ ~st hist o ry. 

BOUQUETS. 
:~ very good j ::>b in deed . Cont ,m ts n i c e l y v r.ri cd a.nd the h c ~vy t ype mek cs tho c ov e r l 10k v e ry ef'fc ctive. Hop e th e subs. will r o ll in : 1.V.H.Gnnd er , Transc on~ , Mnnitob a • 

• • • • •• • • • • • • T ,..,:,"'i ..,..,n +'r u·"lo --+.; ~ -+ __ ., - - - - -· 
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j ourn al. You have c oll aborated wonde r f ully, az1d th e print is re adabl e and th e matte r most int er e stin g and well-c onstructed. I do cord i ally admire your gr ea t work; Frank Pettin gell, Hi gbf' i cld Lodge , Wis e Lane, London N.w.7. 

Pl ease l et me s ay ~t onc e - I t hink th e ' C.D'. i s a sup e rb j ob . The pri ntin g i s be autifully cl ear , and alt oge th er t ho whol e mab. is a r enl work of ~rt:G or don J. Kirb y , 55 Forest Str eet, Bendi g , Vict oria , Aus tr ali a . 
I The C.D. i s a. very worthy ;ir o j 0ct an( wil.L, I f ee l sur e pr ovi de ol Q b oys ' ~~pe r f ruis wi th n fin e mc~ ium 0 ~ I kee pi ng in t ·1uch. It hrn..s rny compl e t e bened icti on. May it be n e.efini t 0 success - I' m su r e it will : Le ::>n St onq El gin St r oet, Gor don.: N. S . JN . : .us tr ::i.li a.. . 

- ~:- : - : - . . . . .. -:-:-:-It i s ver y good ; no frills but ch ock -f'u.11 of all t hct i nt er ests: C. F .F .Rich ~r ds, c/ o Burrrui d Dry Dock Co., Lt d . , North Vnncouv 0r, Bri ti sh C~l umbi a . 
- :-:--: - . . . . . . -:-:-:-No. 2 i s s i mply t er rific . It i s, wit hout doubt, t he be st pa~e r ·t hat has ever bee n ~ub lis hed ab out ol d c oys ' · I pa pers . I h~ve r e~d th e whol e i ss ue wi th tr emendous 0nt husi ~sm. It i s ~ p ity it c ould not be publis hed eve ry week : fl.Dowl er, 8& HP.milt on Rqad, Longsi ght, Manch ea t er -:-:-:- • • • • •• -:-:-:-

FOR YOUR .,\.TTENTI ON. i•:lr. J ohn R. ShA.W' s address is now 4, Brun swick P~ k , Cambcrwc ll, LONDON. S.E.5 • . -·-·-·­. . . • • • • • • -:-:- : -
WANTED: Ce rt ain early .Magnet ·s, Gems, Plucks, especi al 1: Gems No.1 6 , 22, 385 . Woul d gl ady buy or exch nngc .-Sh aw 4, Brunsw ick Park, Camberwell, London. S.E.5. 
WANTED: Al di ne Public A.ti ons - Turpins, Duva.ls etc. -Landy, 4, Nuneat on Road , Dage nh am Ess ·ex. 
WliNTED: Certain Uni on J acks between 1923 and 1927. Als c Boys ' Maga zin es: - W. Darwin, 76 Western Road , East Dene , Rotherham, Yorks. 
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V!i.NTED: Girls' P ape r s , 191 9- 1940: Sch ool Fr i end s, 
Sch ool g iri s' Own, Sch ool g irl s ' Weekli es , Scho ol girl 
(from No.~4 0 onw~ d); nls ~ Schoolgirls ' Own Li b r ari e s 
by Hil d~ R'ithards ru1c1 Marj ori e St anton : G. J .Kirby , 55 
Fo r es t Street , Bendig :, , Vict or i n , :~ustrali a , or c/ o . 
Col l c ct 0r s ' Digest . 

WANTED: Nels on Lees , 1st n ew Ser i es , particu l ar ly 
11Doomed Scho olb oy" Series : L .Vospcr , 13 Kinl c t Road , 
Sh oot er ' s Hill , London S.E . 18 . 

r; .. ·~rrED: Se xt on Blake Libra ry 1920 - 35 ; Uni on J e.ck 
1920- 32 ; Detec ti ve '":'ocltly 1933 - 34: W. Col c ombc, 256, 
South L venue, Sou th end - on- Sc~, Es se x . 

ir: .. NTED: Sext on Bl:tke Bust and Sext on Bl ri.kc 1.n."luals : 
V. J~. Bnxcnde.lc , 1 Vi ncen t Str ee t, Opens haw , Manch es t er 

Tom .:..rmi t o.go , 205 Ba tley Rone~, --'il vort h nrpe , \'.''lke:fic l d, 
Yorks . , woul cl li lce everyone i nterestcc i n Sch :>ol st orie 
csD,eci Rl ly- Nel s on Lee, t 'J wri to t o h im • .,\11 lette r s 
nnswcreG. . 

1//..(iNTED: Gems :mc'l Mngncts bef ore 1930 ; Popu l !lrS , Sext on 
Blak e Libr P.rics of Granite Grant and Ke s tr el; Girls' 
Friends, Homes nn d Rcad ors ; But t e rfly, Merry :md Br i ght 
Eric Fayne, 23 , Gr 0ve Road , Suro it Jn . 

M.l .. GNET 1359 W:.NTED ur gen tly and als 0 many oth ers U !.) 

t o yea r 1931 . Cer t a i n Sch oo lb oys ' Owns of int ere st . 
Ple ase send de t a ils t o Roger Jenkins, 'C ul pc ', Town 
Hall Road , Ho.vant, Hants . 

BOX:JJfG: Wante d Mf\rv c ls con t a inin g Tom Saye rs st ori es 
end any ot he r boys ' b ooks of bo xin g int er es t: G. Ncvill e 
VIc st on, Ho lmwood , Shor t Hco.th, Combcr t on Rd , Ki dde r ­
minst e r. 
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Le@s- I h ave ov e r 200 2n d . s e ri e s t o exch mige·. Det a ils 
and 1.ists ~r om Frank Ke e ltrt g , 93, /1ld~i dg e A-v-enu ~,, 
$$anm or<e, Mi dci'l ete x.. . . 
W.A:NTED.,: Boun d v olµm e s of 'Chums' b etw een 1920 and ·end 
ot:· s ~r-i e s. ~l ls o T·ri umphs ana. Champi on Li b r ar i e s: J elu"l., 
W.Gocher: J,unr., Vic't ori a Cott age , Constituti :>rt Hill, 
Sudbury, St1;ffol lt . 

W/.NTED: 'Chums' 1903; Cau t a ins; Beys' Re~.l ms l d ; 
Piet :,ri a l s ; b.11 Sp.o.~ts; ·s ports Bu,dg e t; Ol d Comics; 
Fo'J t bR ll Weekly; Foot bal l Favourit e : H.Dowl e-r, 8.6, 
Hamilt .::;n RoA.d, Mnnchc st er 13. 

WANTED·~ Magne t No .1624 an d oth e r s near it; Sch oolb oys ' \ 
awns Nu.~be r 185 (The Ph~n t om of t he Hi ghl ands ) , 321 
( Ghost ot Bnntiin gt oii Gr sn ge) e..na. o t h e rs • . G:>od p ric 'e'S 
p c.i d : Viilli run L. Bawden , 7 P e·nr yn St • ., R~d ruth, Corn wa.11 , 

Wii.NTED-: T~ C:OlllJ?l e t e a run - Uni on J acks .No ..,.1.243, 1244 , 
1245 end. 125 2 . Jmy r e:ns onab l e pric e pa i c. -f o:r t}le s e 
is~u e s: S . ~::.B ond , 10, Erw· Wen, Rhiw o in a , Gar d itf. 

WANTED!- The Gem ' A:t-thur Cas tl et on Se ri es' Nos. i.02·2-25 
inclusiv e·: Le sli e Vos:;;ror ., 13 Kinlet Rd . ·W:oolvrich, S. E·.1_ . 

W.t';ll"TED: Magn e t s be twee n 1925 and 1933; list su pp l Led Qn 
app li~ e.t i on ;_ a ls o G~ms rnd Boli da y . ~\I)nu aJ.,s 1920, '193:Q, 
apd 19:51. ·FO'.R DIS POS; .L: Wee kly ·'Flyin g $'; V!a..r Week lys; 
Tri ump:hs; Champ i m:is ane War Illustr _a:ted s. ·Lists sup:pl\ e 
on app ],ie at.f on: Rob ert . Wh14fe r, 706 Lo r dshi p Lane , · Wo0d 
Gre en, London N.22. 

WANTED .: .. Magne ts, Gems, sc ·h oolb oys' Owns e tc. -Fl e a s e 
se n c.". c1e t ·a ils . t o ; l,,.M.o: Ad l e y, FX775918 Air GunnGry · Se c­
ti on, Me s,s 3., H. M.S.G annc t, Eg li fig t ort , Co .D e rr y ,. 
North ern !D e l and . · 

WANTED: Magn e.t .s; Sch oq l b~oys' Owns; Ne ls on Lee s: FO:R $} 
Chil d rens' Boun d Books e£c; Childr e ns' Model Farm 120 
Toys) £3-: .r. Bagul ey", Mi dd l e Hill, Pensilva ., S ... E.C or:a.wail i 
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THE 'R OLID.,W• SERIES ( cone ,lusi on) . By Tom Armitag e. 

In 1921 however, we had not one but t w0 ho lidays in 
-foreign lamls . No's 305 to 311 dealt with ructi0ns 
and revolutions in an fma,gin ary B~lkan country called 
Mordan i a . Then 320 t o 327 was a Wil d West series wi t h 
stock situations and exp l oi ts . In 1922 crune a few 
stori e s about youn g Ching the Chin e se boy (360 to 
365) which were really a prelu de to a very lon g Holi ­
day seri e s fro in 366 t 0 380 . The _first :part was a 
sort o~ Robinson Crus ee adventure when marooned on a 
South Sea island . This w~s i mmediate l y followed by a 
most imag inative but very r ~adab l e set deal i ng with 
the discovery of 1'Nort1ie stri au , a sort oi' Old English 
sett l ement beyond th e south ern iee - fields . 19g3 
br0u ght us a ro~sin ~ advent~re seri e s acr.oss th e 
U .. S . ,ll., 424 t ·o 463 ( a s oqucl f ollowed in th e pi'ecmct 
of' St . Franks, 455 t o 463) . A s11arklin g Sahara series 
f oll .owoa in 1924, 477 t o 484, w11on th e S-t. Franks boys 
f ound thems elv es in a r o:plie a o:f anci en t Rome whence 
they ar-r iv ed by th e a i d of a marc11cll ous inv enti on 0f 
Mr . Manners, :f.a t h er of th e f D1IIou,,s Ire r e of the Moor 
Vi ew Sehool. This was the 'Ji.dventuror ' tha "Shi]? of 
the Sahar a" t o quot e one of t.he ti tl ~s . Another titl e­
in this s e t was 11 Chariot ·s and Gladi a tors" . From this 
nn id ea of ' th e stori es can be ga ined . The l ast holi ­
clay seri e s t o appear · in. th -G ol d seri es N. L.L. was 
c onta in ed in Nos . 529 t o 536 . It was a Pacific adve.n­
tur e and wns very good ~ead in g. Furth er h0liday 
e~ loi ts appeared i n the n ew e-nl .arged "Nelson Lee" 
durin g its ~un, but from then it was mos tly Handf orth 
first and the r ~st just ' suppor tin g ca st ' a s tticy say 
on tho films . I ve ry much do~1.bt if anything like 
th ese h oli day ; ,-, . . seri e s o"f almos t 20 ye ·ors ago 
wil l cv .e r b o see n aga in . Somehow, I do n 't quit e s ee 
th em in f'utur@ schoolboy ficti on . 

FINIS . 
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AUTHORS !Jill THEIR PEN N_.'.JfiES . by Herbert Leclcenby . 

(continue d) 
Othe r s c oul d be glean ed thr ough err or s or sh ort mem- I 
or i es on th e par t of th e ed ito ri al stnff . For inst ance , , 
when "The Bully of St. Simons" appea red in th e ' Boys ' 
Realm' t he ~uth or was giv en as T.G.Dowling - Mait l and , 
but l ater, foll owin g th e titl e of a st ory by Max 
Hamilt on, it was state d more th an onc e "Author of ' ;.. 
Pit Hero ', 'Th e Bully of St . Si mons' etc." lfenc c it 
was safe t o assume th ey wer e one Rnd th e sNT1e. 
Her e are th e det a i l s of som..:. of th ose I kn ew be;st, 
with ~- f ;]W pe rtin ent r cmarlcs a.b out ea ch. Oth er " ol d.­

tim ers" may , or may not, ag r ee : 
M::.xwoll Sc ott. 1·.uth or anc: doc t or. Had an ext ensiv e 
pr actice Il l.Jar Whitby , on t he Yorlcshire coa st. Roal 
name, Dr. J. :v. stanif ort h . Whilst goin g his r .mnds, 
st ce.dy in g t he puls e s of h i s pa ti ents, was plannin g t o 
qu i ck en the puls e s of th e th ousands of r eaders of his 
Nels on Lee stori e s , de tec tiv e s econd onl y t o Sext on 
Blake . Cr oa tcC:. his f avour it e ch ar nct.:;r in 1894. Pir st 
compl ete stor~r in th e ta .. Marvel. From then on , wrot e 
continu ousl y of him and had ex clusive rights for 20 
ye ars . Fir s t s eri ['.l "Bir d s of Pr ey 11 in th e Boys ' Fri en ~ 
1901. Hcd a r ~cy, ir somewhat racl odr~~ atic style . No 
consultin g-r oom soluti ons f or him , ror he l oved t o 
tak e h i s ch Rract ers on ch ~ses nll over th e world . 
Cr e~ t ed uls o at l eas t 3 oth er de t ectiv es , Keny on For d 
(Bi g Budget) , Vernon Read (B oys' Lead er) and Mart i n 
Dale (Chums) . Was mos t p recis e over his de t ectives' 
tr ava ls ru1d must have work ed with a Br edshaw and ?. 

Lloyd ' s List before him . Pnr ado xic ally, he h ed cert a in 
pc t phr a ses which hE us ed tim G l:IIld tim e ag ain . Exam­
pl es: 11Q.ui vcr in g wi th cxci t ement"; 11Lik c an arrow rr om 
a bovt"; "1·~s the reader may doubtl e ss remember"; "It 
was th en a quarter t o se ven"; "In less tim 0 than it 
tak es to t ell"; "Oh, dea r no". Neverth.:::lcss, one of 
th e most popu l ar auth ors of his ti me. He als o wrot e 
sport and sch ool st ories . 
HENRY ST.J OHN • . .".dd COOPER t o ge t his r ea l n ame. Rel a­
t ed t o Gl ady s, nctress And p ictur e- pos tc ard quee n. 
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Pen - n ames - Lie~t . Pau l Lefevr e , Gordon Hol me and quit e 
of't cn M2.bel St . J ohn . One of Hrunilt on Sdvmrds' star 
turns end his chief sch oo l stor y- writ e r . Had some 
qu a int i der>.s of pub lic sch oo ls h oweve r, for hds appear ­
ed li ke ref orme t ories . Was nt his best with adventur e 
y Rrns , tr ea sur e i slmids , th e Navy in Ne l so n ' s day , 
tal e s of th e circus et c. Tho u gh many of his st, r ies 
were humer ous , an ed it or wh o lm ow him da c sr i bccl him 
t o me as a str~g0, mor os e y e t kindly man . Though t 
n othin g of hRvin g half - a- dozen or m·:>r c scri:1ls in 
Dr oc ess on h i s des1c c t ,;nc e . ·;·Joule. d2.sh 0f nn in s t al -

1 mcn t of ' The Four th Form of St . B~s il s ' (his f av ourite 

l' s ch oo l) th en noch an tl y chan g i ng t o ~L'illEL, pr0p~rc f or 
th e re acers of the ' Girls ' Fr i end ' mor e of the udve n ­

! tur cs of sweet Polly Green . In his sp a r e tim e , he 
1 wa s n b r 0ed.cr of bull dogs . 
I J ohn Nix Pcntc l ow. I puzzl ed Rs t o whic h 0 f his many 

I name s t o put f irst bu t de ci ded upo n his r eal one . He 
was writin ~ un de r it f or th e 'bl oJds ' of th e 80 ' s . 
La ter u sec. pe n - names . Some of th 0m vtere J ack North, 
J ohn West, Ric hard Rando l ph , Randolph Ryle and Harry 
Huntingd on . Whilst ea.i t ,) r of' tho ' Gem' and ' MaE;net' 
was also one of th e substi tut c Fn rtin Cl i ff ord s ~.nd 
F r anlc !tichnr d s. 
'JVhy h e tro ubl cc. t o flit from one pc n - n rune t :i nnoth e r 
wa s n b it of n puzzle, f ·"Jr he c ou l d n o mor e d is gu is e 
his sty l e t han Geo r 6 c Bern ar d Sh ~w c oul d poss himself 
'Yff as "". womnn. Some mi gh t c onsider th at s tyl e w::.i.s 
t oo l e isur e ly, t oo ' p r ea chin g ', but in my op ini Jn his 
Wyclif'f e st ori es w0re some 0f the best t o.lcs of sch ·,ol 
ever penned. Had no supcrf or wit h st ori e s of Test o.nd 
County crick e t ru1d was .:=m autho rity on the game . ae 
bc li oved there i s good in th e w0rst of us and l oved 
g r P.clu al l y t o r efo rm his ch:'!.r ac t ors. . 
Here is an extr 3.ct f'rom " The Runaway " ( B:iys ' Fri end 
Libr nr y No. 82, 1st series) . Stubborn , waywa r d , lik eab l ­
Wil der , h avin 3 r un away fr om Wycliffe, c ont empl a t e s 
it in th e en rly mornin g .: 
"H e s aw th e n oble mass iv e buildings of th e ol d. sch :>ol; 



t he chee r ful re d- br i c~e d , cr eeper - cov ered mast ers ' 
house s , clust e red ar ound it , t he bro ad Gr een pl ayin g­
fi elds , a l i ve with ac t iv e i' i gu. es; th e wi de stream of 
Wyv ern c.ru1cin3 in the sunl i ght , anc1 f or the fir s t tim ..: 
he re al i sed how goodl y s p l ace it was . 
The birthpan g of l oyalt y t o 'Nyclif f e r e ciche d hi m i n 
tha t moment when he had me t'l.n t t o de s t roy th e l a st lin l: 
th e t bounc him t o he r . He d id not kno w it until lon g 
after war ds , bu t so it '!las . Neve r , thr ou~hou t h i s life, 
v:ill Cla ude /,.rthu r Con i ngs:iy Wil e.er f or r;ct th e br i c:.ge 
ovc:r the lffyvcrn at Ryl t on , anc: th e r ed sun ., l ow i n 
the unstcrn sky 11 • 

Senti ment , unusu ?..1 i n a boy ' s s t or-;,.r- :papcr , but scnti - : 
mcnt which rr.ade s ome , Rt lc ?..st , want t o rcn.d his 
st or i es over 8.Ild ove r aza in . , 
TaG~in g a s trin g of Christi .an n emes cs above was a l s o I 
typ i c al of PeP-tel o·11, an oth er of' those t ouc hes whic h 
ga v e h i m away . He d L:x1 r.1any ye a rs a6o, bu t s ome of j 

his s t or i es live nft er him . 
( cont i nued ) . I 

SOME COMI NG ~\.TTR'.~CTI ·2}TS ! 

, A f ew wor ds on S\'!ccmy Todd., by F . N. V:'ea rin g . 
·l'h"'~" ••.-,r e th ... T\ny~ ,-.,r 7 ;•· ; ·· r. ~ -~ . 
- _ \,.,O \.J •' "v J. V J...- ~ I:) • • • • • • t,,,;"' ',. • 1 • ... '27 W?Jtidb0• 

Sentiment in Sch ool boy Fict i on, b y Tom ;~rmi t :1ge. 
Tho Boys ' St a.nclar c1 • • • • •• b;-,r H9nry St c0l e . 

DICK TURPI N TITLES . 

Titl e . 
1 . Dr i ven fr om home 

2 . The Masked it.an of 
r·:1ys tcry . 

3. The Secret of t he 
Ol d Mi nt . 

4. The Ni ght - r i ders of 

Sub- Ti tlc •. 
or Dic k Tur o i n and Bl.:ick Bess 

s e ek f rur,c an~ ~or tun c . 

or A story of Str ang e Deed s. 

or Dick r i ghts an old wr on g. 

Bagsho t Heat h . or ' Mi d Fri ends end Foes . 
(con ti nued.) . 
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BL AK I ANA 

A Secti on 'Jf t~i:. 1 C0le c t .:)::>S 1 Di f·.:::st' c.cvo t c~~ t o th e 
Mnn fr om Balcer ..Str ,;:0t - Se xt on Bl n.k c . / .. 11 c ommunic a ­
ti ons r e l :::.ti ng t o Bl r~-:o r.1~tt c::.' s , i n clu c"'..i n,:: l e tt e rs 
fr om membe r s of t he Se xt on Bl'lkc Corr cspo ndenc~ Clu b 
t o be ::ic:.c,r 0sscd t o Ji . J.i. Boncl , 10 Er w ,,-:en ~ Rh i woi na , 
Cn.r c.if' f' . (Pl cri..s c no t 0 chmgo of 'l(:c~r 0 ss) . 

TIC .:::D TTOR S.,.Y'S : 
I n t h i s , t h..:; tl"!.i r ,, ch"t t0 '::1::.f 1'1,.;'\2.vrs, I c ":.n s:1y t hf'.t 
" El'.:lk i nn:.:.1' has b,J"'l"'. :.1 ~r..:;'l.t s u cce s s . :_1 tho u -:;h I r ,. th c r 
Cxp t:;Ct -2 t ,_:-r ~c .... iV<.J l.1~~ r l1..,tt 'JrS Critici s in C th e :imt ­
t cr it c ont~i nc~ or t he ~2y i n ~h ic h it · w~s l ni ( out, I 
11::vc been :·l C:ls'"tr..tly sur:_:,!'i S\..'~ ?.t th0 nun1bc1" of b,:m ­
quv t s . Y:,u .;il l h"YC so..;n ::.ll '"'nc\y- sor.ie: ,)f t h ,:; r cra--:.r k s 
mc(l0 by V"'r i ous rc :::..:-.Jr s so I \'"il l not S'lJ core ,:,n 
th i s sub j cc t exc ept t ) c ')IlV c y ny th~ir_~s t -:, ::11 i7ho 
hc.v c •,:ri tt 1.:n 'ln f. csp.: ci ~l l y t o t hose ·::-J· •. J h".vc cn t c:r cr: 
i n t ,J t h-:: spi:: i t of t h _ n ~'i: von tur c enc sen t in c on ­
tr i b ut io ns . T' t hcs~ 1-~tar fr i u~:s I B"Y - y our 
~r ticl e;s ·.vill '"';p J"'r' in ·uc c . u.rs ,.;, 'but i n t he r.m::>r.­
t i mc , y-,1 ::~.sL. sen::~ :-nr':! . :;1.. ·:· r nt ~a m,..n~r V "..r i ~-: :->.rti c l L-S 
9.S poss i b l 0 . 
The arti cl ~ 0n ~ric R. P~rkcr i n r- . 2 h~s b ~~n 3ur 
gr c8. t cst succ0ss . I h :.:v'"" ri,_;c"'i'1.::~ :~1'my l 0t t crs f r om 
rcn~c r s wh o ~n j 0y~t t he sryl c~~ i - tr i bu t e t o tho mos t 
t ."'l cn t cc. of ':l l .. . P . nrt i s t s ... n~ t ... -:11 tho s e who 
::!n j oycC.. it I c':m se.~r th 'l t i n 1.n c~rly i ssu- ~ nrio thcr 
'l.r ti c l c wi l l ~pp 0n r f rom th e; S".m(; pe n . The c r iticis m 
of G. H. Te c c1, \';hich c.l s o '1ppe or ec': i n ou r sc c ':'n·· m1mbc r 
c=:-~u s ~c'- q_ui t e ~ nu.'T1b.Jr of Bl '1kc f ru1s t o r;r i t o i n :.nd. I 
nm inc l u L:i nG a c oup l e of r ep li es i n t h i s i s sue . It i s j ve ry n otic 0<'\1)l c th ough , th a t of '.111 th e le tt ers I h .ri.v 

1 r ec e iv ed on t h i s sub j e ct , n ot on e of t hem h~ v c ng r ecd 
with Mr . Co lc ombc - i nd ic ~ti ng th a t G. H. s t i ll i s one 

I of th e f av ouri t c Blak ..:: auth ors . 
One r e<>.der was d 1s ap:point cd th a t a cr ~)ssw or c:1. d i d not 
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appear in No . 2 . So rry , but i t c ~ul t not be ~J n0 . These I 
puz zl e s c ~ll f or gr e a t c Jnc entr a ti on se e i n g th a t th ey I 
nr e of su ch li mi t cc1 s c e>::_)c, bu t I h op0 t o 'be r:.bl e t ·J I 
incl u :~ o nnr, th c r vc.r y SCh)n . j 
The s c.me r c ~2c r , who is ~ls ) ~ mcmb0r J f th e S . B. Cl ub , 1 
t h ink s t h'l.t th e J nnu nr y numbe rs of' th e S . B. L.c o.11 f or I 
nn oth cr or gan i sed pr ot es t t .:i t he :,.P. He thinks it is 
~11 wr on J t o i ntr JCuc c rc l ~ti ons 0f' Tink er 'l!ld s~ys 1 

t hn t e.u t ho r Lewi s Jncl-:s on r-:~Jcc s Bl~:!.c~ ' s r,.ss i st an t t a lk I 
lik e ~n il li t e r ~to 8Qst - enc juvcnil a . Summing up t h e 
st o:ey c .~nt r.in u( in 1'T . 136 o~ t he Li b rary he says i t is J 

11 P l n zy , r.ic~ i ng l c s s ser i -·s ')f c1ull c"'..c t a i l II an{' .. st::-.t es 
th ?.t Jc.cks Jn i ~ r cs p ·:msi b l) f J r v ~n,J nlism t ow~r ::'.s the 
B.::-.:-;:cr St r e e t t reil. i t i on . I slYlUL i. be p l0 0.sc c:. t ,::> l e arn 
wha t (~th 0r r 00.c:.crs thi nk ,:;f th is st ory . 
F1 ll )win [.'" cl os0 Uj;) '."m tho :~'..:.1.:•li c -:-·.t i :.n ,)f ,ur :r-:o . 2 came 
yet ~n oth c r r c~ in c1.e r of Zri c :t . Pn.r lcc r . Thi s t i me i t 
vns ~ , i ct ura 1t t w~ ')f h i m i n 'I ll u s tr ~t el ' d~ t e~ 
vtj ,-,; 11 tl 1 J"'.Dunry . 
Ye t .':J."1')t ho r n ,.:,w Bl ajcc ·:mtll ·"lr h '.:'.S mn.:le h i s n.:,~cPr ::.nc e . 
Ro".c1 cr>s '.)f th ::: r:c c cmbc r se t ) f S. B. L . v ::l uml.)s -,7ill ~cc 
t he n rmc ' Dc::"c:.: Lr::n.:;' !=l.t t he h .:, ~c' ::if' th e s t ')ry • .'..ny 
,Jp i n i •) ns of thi s nc n wr i t 0r ' s w, r lc v1ill be ·:1-:;lc .)mcd.. 

Che e ri o f r:ir n '":w. 
H . ?.1. BOND • 

.Rba'.DERS ..".R:l: ;.SKED TO NOTE T:B N"31.Y ~'...DDR32-S OP ' BL_'.KLJ\Ti .. 1 : 

. 10 , ER','i '"/EN. Rl: I'.1:i'BI NJ:,,, C..'..P.DI F'F . S . ,:Vj.LE S . 

CONTROVERSY: 
Herc :i.rc t w{2 0f the r ep l i e s rc. c e iv cd t ') th e 2.tt .~.ck on 
t he wor lc of G. H. Teot. By Mr . ·Ym. Colc ,)mbe of s ~m th cnd/Se a 
"Nemo11 wri t e s: You r f orthri :'.h t r ep l y t o th e a tt Rck on 
G.H.Tced h a s my wh 0l chea rt ec su ppo rt. It wa s th a t 
' .. ·.uthcntic' a t mosphere o:f Toc o.' s t h a t he l pccl on o t o 
f or ge t th e n a iv c 1 c onvcn ti onnl thrill e r- p l ots 'J f le ss 
g ift ed a nc inf nrme t Bl nke wr it e r s . ;u1c , a s y ou s ay , 
th e li st of Teed 's ch ar ect 0 r s is suf'fi ci e nt in d ic a ti on 
of' wha t Blclci nn a owes t o him . 
Mr. 'Nilfr ec1 Dar win of Roth erhmn , wr i t os : Obvi ousl y 



76 

Member Bill Colc ombc d0 csn ' t lik e st ori e s o f f ~rcign 
ad ventur e . I ' m une.bl c t .:1 un c:0rst anc why . You will h av e 
r ea li se d by n ou th a t G. H. Te c ~ i s n gre ~t f ~v ourit c 1 f 
min e . I h ['Ve rlways f nurn l his w, r k v e ry f a scin a tin g . 
The v e ry quril i ty th r..t h s s mr>.c:o h i s s t -,ri <..s s ~ p opul ~r 
is c ')n clc'T!Iled. by Bi l l. I mean o:f c our se 9 th 2 t uniqu e 
bl enc"' o f de tect iv (.; ~·: .1r lc anC: f ·'lrc i gn ci.clv e nt urc of 
which h e '.V<:s su ch ". m'ls t c r . Ynrn s ..,f thi s lcin:. h :ive 
end l ess J '.)Ssi b iliti es . One tir Gs 0 f th o usu"' .l murky 
L.)n c"'.un b ~c kg r cun cl, and. th e S'1111C sl ic k cr n0 ks i n every 
dn y En g li sh o.p:1':.rel. 1'1c n0c :~. ". c hr'.1130 '..:if seen •.:. s ,:,:nc ­
tim c s, nm: Vr'.ri c ty is q ; 'J- ·. t hin~ f C'r c ve;r y- nc . The 
s trai Ght ck t Gcti vc - st •r y th 8.t Bill Wf.ll1ts c nn o..: b ,)ugh t 
p,t nny b ::-.,lcst'll l . G. H. Tcec": ··:::s one 0f th 0 U. J .' s . s t r.r 
nuth ors, one c f th os e br illi ".Ilt f .:..w th 2.t put t lrn t ;- ::,er 
on t :ip . I ')Illy wish t he r e r10r c mor e l i k e h i m. 

SEXTON BL..'Jili QUIZ NO. 1 . 

1 . 

2 . 

•\Vh .1 , in Bl '"Ike st .~rics , '.J':. S c r:il l cf.. 'Th e Lare. of the 
h.pc Men 1 ? 
1:~'h ",t i s th e ..._1nly surn" .mc th3.t h ".s t ee n su ggc st ce. 
ee l '"'n J in C t , Tink er , mic: who 1.,· ... ,s the ~u th ·::r wh ) 
c 2 ll c: h im t h is? 
\'/h o vrr }t c th e Blnkc v R:i.ff l cs ser i es? 
l'T[unc the Zulu ch ['.r a ctcr cr eP.t eJ by Cecil H(ty t c r ; 
In which st ,'.)r y ,'l i "1 Bl 31<:e ~n(( Ti n!co r qu cr rcl '"'.nd 
p'l. rt c om:9"J1y 1 ::m,' who W '"tS th e 'lUth or of.' it? 
I n v:hich ser i es of Bl ak.0 s t :-;ri 0s cH d th e ch'"lr a cter 
Oya ni ::-.:,pc r..r ? 

.iiliS1.'/E.RS ·::I LL BE GI V~N H ! NO. 4. 

Renders ~re askc~ t 0 su bmi t s eri e s of qu es ti ons f )r 
this f ea t ure, which wi l l b e pe rmanen t if eno u::;h spppo rt 
is f' , rt hc omi nc . 

COMING . . TTRl.CTIONS: In aci.di ti "ln t o th o se ['.lr eacly 



announcc c1 i n thi s is sue, l oo k out f ·:>r :· 
Pi erre Quir oulc . .• by Eric F~ync. 
The Big ~s ur J f th e 3r C Se ries • • •••• 

by J ohn W. 1?-0ch cr, Junr . 

I VIS I T :aJ· • .K.ER STREET. 1'~8. 1. By H. M. B • . . ._. . . . . .. 
·.-·i th gr e t:.tGr cc .s 0 t h r.n I hr:t. , 'lt fi rst , i mr .. :;i neC , I 
:f':'Unl· t :::ic h ,"'use . It '~i ,: n ,; t L ,:1lc , ny m::r,:; Li!IJ'JSin ~ th nn 

u...n~r 0 f th e ~ th e rs rr:-nrrc ( ·)TI C i t h 0 r sL '.o of it, cu t I I 
h r'.'~i :'l peculi " I' f rJc li !·<,: th ::.t I l1c1.c't visi t o(:. t his s~mc 

s r ::,t rr:x :y tir: c s b c :f':n' • 1.'!i th f i n..:;..:rs th n t sh ,)ok sli .;h tl ~ 

I r ".is cr::. my h pn( ~nt p r esso e. th e bell t e nc'. n.t th A.t r 

m0ml.-nt I h n.c'. 2. hun c".rc c'l r :::::.i ··1- f ir c vis i :ms :::,f mc'ny , 
:ri'.'1.Ily ,::-c D~)le nf v.rhcim I hn{'. rc :--.c1 i n c ountl es s Bl "'kc 
st '."ri ; s v:h,"- h"'.c1 p rc 2scc: t h ~~.t se lf s .r.me be ll •::hen c -:11 -

in g t --. s ec th e mo s t f ~~, us )f ~11 priv a t e ~a t cctiv os . 
I c au !,h t riy b Pcr .th ns I ho f'r ( n f ')")tf~l l fr :::>!:1 1:1i thi n . 
1N.)ul ;:: it be Jir s . B? Th r,.t s~ -:10 (c1J.r ol c1 s :-ul wh :Jm I h ~::. 

zr -:-,~vn t ·) l ove i n rnnny G•:.-yn ~v2.ns st c ri c s ? C .... u l c". it be 
Tinlt e r ? Could i t b..; , por si b ly , Bl o.ke hims elf? The c.:>:::r 

opc=;nc,:1., u n c1. I c:~ulc'- s ec t h~ t my first bc l i c f wr.s 
c or re ct . It ':"i.\S !-:rs . :Jc.r t.e ll , 2.Ilc". qu ic kly I r c::tli so d. 

hYN v.r"n('erf ully rn~r f' ~v 0urit c 3.rtist, Eric . R. Par;rnr 9 

ly / 1. ::iurtr ~ye ( th e · l ·'. ('_nJ>1c . I r ec ,..:,--ni se i..:. her n .Jt s :­

much b:'{ t h,., f~.ct s he V/~ S an cl--cr l y , •::hit c - h r irc r·. s 

h nml;ly - 1 -'.lo1ci ng 1 ~~-:"'..~r ns by tr. c il lust r [;t i ;>ns :·r . P:--.r!<Cr 
h~.d rn~.r1.e 'Jf' her . My th nu _zh t s wcr o sv.re;pt avrn.y a s shv sp ..:.,kc: 

11•• .. n :·· ' :--,:, ~re y ·m ~.- ''!"n tin c:, y · ui~G mo.n 11 she sn.ic •• 
11 I - I - I v1ishc ."'.. t '"' h .:.;vc n w.)r .-1. r; i th :·r . 3 1 ~~~;11 I 

rcpli u~ v e ry timi (l y . 
"Who.t nrune sh [l.11 I toll ' im ?" c.s ~:e C. ~:!rs . Brtrc.o ll. 
"Wcl l 11 I sc-.i c', 11my n?me i s Bon2., but • •• • 11 

11Monc~, i s it 11 she i n t orj oc t cr'; 11~·/ait • • •. 11 

11N.-,, no , n o t Mon t 11 I cxcl ni mGd hurri ed ly; "Bond; -
B- 0 - N- D'! . 

"Not fr om the m th e r e t en - merch ants 
"No" I s a id, n bit amus cc.,"I'm no t 
11 ' '"'l d on th e n" sh e so.id II I' 11 see 

will tc.lk t ,J y diu" . 

are y ou?" she cri ce .• 
sell i ng anythin g". 
if th e mas ter I 
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Wi t b fi ngers ti gh t ly cl a sped t oge t he r I waite d 
until onc e a~ain th o st out :ri gure appeare d at th e d J or 

11 ' e ain 't ' e a.rel of y ..,uu sh e s a i d "b ut ' e '11 s ee 
you if' y ou '11 st ep t h is way sir". 

F o ll owi ng h er, I wal k ~d up th os e s t a irs of' which 
I h a d r end s ~ much, but must admit her e and now th at 
I h ad n eve r imag i ne d sucl:}. e·xquisi t o furnishin gs a s 
c au ght my eye t h r -:)Ugh par tl y - opene c doo rs on th e s e c­
oncl fl oor . 1'Gosh 11 I mutt er ed "n ot even t he Davi d 
Pa rr a r fi lms p ictur ed. it lik e it re e4ll y is " . 

11.'1rs . Bar c1.e l l wa s t a.:':.,in g upo 1t a c".oor • ..:\. voic e c nl l cq!. 
f'r om vri thin "Come in" • ' 

O_peni n g t he cl~or , urs . Bar d el l ent 0 r ed , and with 
my b r ee.th hel d , I f o l l bwe c: her. 

"Mr . Pond si r " , she nnn ounc .eeq st aI):i1e i ng t ~ :Jne 
si d e t o a ll ow. me t o ent er th e r oom. 

I t wa s t hen th at I c augh t my fi r s t gl impse o.f 
Bl akc • .• Yes , i t wns he ••• Though t I, t h ~t bu st of min e 
IS lif eli ke , ~l ri ght . 

Ther e i s no no~d f ,r me t o ~G$cri o~ th ese ~se otic 
f' e a tu r c s; th at :fa.<':ec.cd ~e ssi ng- gown , t h n t b l ackene d 
b ri nr • • • th ey, wer e al l as I h ad ·i mag in ed t hem t o be 
f'or y cn r s • •• Sext on Bl o.lfe wa s s~ilin g . 

'' Th ank Y" U Mrs . BP..r dell 11 h0 s ai d qui e tly; an d as 
tb c de a r ol d s oul \Wi t hdro w - " and will y 0u sencl up n 
tr ay 0:f t e a , p l ea se " ? 

Tur nin g t 0 me, t he gr e at det e ctiv e h el d ou t h is 
hand . 

" Mr . Bonc!u he s ai d "I t ake it th a t is th e corr e ct 
n ame'''? 

"Th a t's ri gh t s.ir" I smil ed , still, f' ·ec li ng shaky . 
11.And what may be your bu s in e ss 11? a sk ed Bl ake , in d1-

c ut L~g me t o sit in one of th e .comf ort ab l e ar mch ~irs . 
"We ll sir" I sa id, "I h ave come t o int e·rvi ew y ou 

on be ha lf' of • • ,.,. '' 
Bl ake , who h ad b e en in th e act of' stuffin g hi s 1;>i_pe 

with t ob a cc o· :fr om n j ar 0n th e man t"l ep i e c e -, int errupt ed 
"I-.. r ep ort e r, eh"? he s a:t cl;" Well, y oun g man, I 

hav en ' t any st or y f .o t' y :,u this tim e" . 
11 "No sir, n ot a re po rter" I excl aim e d hurri ed ly; ·" I 
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am"'here on beh alf of an amateur pape r which is devoted 
to t he collection of old boys' p ape rs 11 • 

11Ah, that IS somethin g dif''ferent" repli ed Blalce , 
puttin g a match to his bri ar; "Is it 'The Story ­
paper Collector'?" 

"No sir" I replied; "Unfortunately th at exce ll ent 
little paper is sus pende d owing to the illnes s of its 
editor 11

• 

"Wh at a pity" said Blat :e, "It was alittl e paper 
which I came across quite by ac ci de nt when solvin g a 
crime at a pl ace in Yor k shir e". 

"That's int e restin c·" I s a id. 
(continued). 

THE TRl'~VELLING DETECTIVE, (continued). 

His fin a l story 'Th e Fat al Fortune ' published in the 
S. B.L. 2nd seri es No.656 was a foreign story and re­
introduce d his 3 most famous ch ar acters, Count Ivor 
Carlac, Professor Kew and th e Hon.John Lawl ess . The 
l atte r character was a fri end of the sle~th, while th e 
oth ers were amongst his most formidable oppo nents. The 
thre e of them were fe a tur ed in most of his stori es 
throu ghout th e years . 
Pierre Quiroul e is th e next n ame th at comes to my 
mind. This au thor, who cr eate d th e ini mitable Granite 
Grant (Kin g 's Spy) and th e delightful and de l ect able 
Mlle.Juli e of' the Fr ench Secret Service, was a lso 
pe rfectly at home in most for eign countri es , although 
h e sel dom rov ed outside Euro pe in his stori e s. The 
Balkan countri e s provi d0d much scope for spy work 
betw ee n th e two wars and tr..i -s f'act i s Droba bly th e 
re ason for his c onc entr a tion on this continent. But I 
can remember one or two good Blake adventur e s in North 
Afric a and Etho p i a . The de t ectiv e cert a inly h as seen 
some exciting tim es when workin g wi th Grant and Julie. 
Geor ge Hamilton Teed was the most tr avell ed of all th e 
Sexton Blake authors and hi s knQwl edgc of vari ous parts 
of the world was very apparent. Born in New Brunswick, 
Canada, Mr. Teed ran awa~r from home when he was 16.Th e 
ur ge to see the world was strong in him and he h ad a 
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speci a l desi r ~ t o sec a pa lm tr ee . Th is de sir e wns f'ulf' i lled w.lien he f i rst e spi ed Wat li n g Islan d which was th e first l and Christ o:, hc r Columbus s m1 when s e a rchin g for th e New Worl c.. r.ir . Teed. subsequ en tly l ed a ver y v a rie C:. a nd adv enturous lif e . He •::as , ::unoni;s other tbi nJs , a sh 0~~ - f armc r in rlUStr a li a , ov e rs ee r of' a banan a p lant a ti on i n Cost a Ric e ; manage r of a j ute p l anta ti on on th e Mal aba r c o:l st o f In c-;.i a . Littl e wonder is it then th n t Bl alcc t ra vel l ed ext ensiv e l y wh il e i n th e c npa bl c h ?.ncls o f i:r . Tcec . But as \"!Cll a s be in g a t home in t rop ic cli mes , h e \7!" .S eq u l'..lly go,)d when wri ti ni:; c f P ~ri s rmc1 London ; i n f a ct, s ome of h i s st cr i os set i n th8 Fr en ch c2p it nl a rc emong st th e b 0 st i n th e hist or y rJf Sext on Bl '1.kc. Hi s ;;r e Rt u r ge f or c":.~t r-.il \;'C:.S a f 0~ti,l.r c of ~11 h i s st or i &s anc. h e m~de Bl~cc ~ r 0c l hum::m ch ?.r ncter . Just t o ~ iv c cx '"'.JTI")l cs of t h0 scttin [ of 7cQd yr r ns I run Givin3 a sh ort list o f S·')mc Df th e ti tl .Js : Scxt:::m Blak e Li b r a ry, ( 2n c s e r i es) .. . 

No. l ThQ secret 0f the Coco::tnut Grov~s . 
19 . The Gr oa t C?.n~l Plo t . ( P'UlOI~~). 
25 . Tho c ~s e of th e Chinese Pea rls . 41. The I sle.nc" of tl 11.: Guilt y . ( :i'1~Tti ) . 73 . The :rti clc:.l ,., o"!: th e Russio.n Go1c1. 

113 . Th e case 0 f t he Dis c;ui se c1 _',l) rlChe . (P nris ) . 129 . The :~clv::mtur c J f th0 E~~ s She i k . 
158. The Te rr or of' GJ l c~- Di :;ge r Cr ..:olc. (.h.ustr E.'.li 8.) If' you r ecn ll suchch r-tr".ct ~rs '1.S ··n Lin:;, San , Mar i e Ga l c.ntc , Yvonn e , Pri nce :nvn~s, The Bl a clc RRt , Huxt on Rymer , Ge )r ge !':-.r sdc n Pli. unmcr, Hsui Fs i m1~ :>th c rs, y .Ju wil l ;robr\b ly rcc" .11 J:1?.11/ of the Tecc"' .. st or i 0s i n which you onc e r e v e l l ee. . Y-0s , Sext on Bl nlcc woul d huv e st .. ,-:y.t-d at home much mor e h'ld t t n0t been f ::>r th a t y 0un g ln..d. of 16 w:i.nti nz t ; s ec ~ p '"'.lm tr <vc! l nrl i c.! There i s n o clo'1bt of the nttr ::-.ctiv c pos si b ili ­ti c~ on e c ~n c onjur e u p in one ' s min d when thinlcin g of' th ~t m2gic nmne , ~nd this br i ne s me t o ~n ~uth or who i s ~t pr ese nt do in g yeomnn work in th e Blalce worl d . I ref e r of- c ours e , t o the i nimit Rble t .n t hony Pars ons, once an Office r of th e In d i an Army. He ha s risen t o 
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I great hei ghts, and this can be giv en a doubl e mc?nin g , 
1

. 

for Par s ons st r-mds 6 ' 3 11 in his socks! But I actually 
1 

m0an 'that h0 h~s re nchc d a new hi gh level in th e Blake 
st ori es, f or it is he , in my opini on, who has been 
r e sp onsibl e f or th e more s oDhistic Fitcd Sextoh Blake 
with whom we ar o s o :fa.mili ar t oday . Gone are the old 
dRys o:f startlin g ded ucti ons; now, our sl euth t ackl es 
his cas e s in a much mora orthodox and convincin g mannerj. 
But - t o r e turn to In cUn • .'.s Mr. Pars ons h as liv ed so I 
l ong in th a t 'j ewel of the East ', he natur a lly has a I 
gre at insi gh t int o the native mind, t1I1d h as cons cqucnt]y 
g iv en us a seri e s of r eal ly first-class stori e s of I 
th at countr y . It is si ,:;nifi cant th Rt most of th ese 
st or i es 8r c cen tr ed a r ound. the British ~· .. aministr a ti on 
in In &in , nnd th e r e2der is cons tantly reminded of th e 
mony r p.mific ntilns that this inv ~lves. Scandal MUST be 
at all c 0sts h 0ld from native ears , and this is where 
Sext on Bl P.ke is e l w~ys intr oduce d . He and Tinker, in 
i mmacul ~t e whit e , s oon strik e a t the he art of the 
tr oubl e , and :.=:.11 ends as de sir ed . In his ea rly work, 1.r • 
Pars ons b orr owed th at d as t e.rdly Indi an thug Gunga Dass 
who was cr ea t ed by Coutts Brisbane many yea rs ago , but 
since th e start of the sec ond wor l d- war in 1939, we­
h ave not se en any o:f his evil work in the stories . 
;,nthony Pars ons is al s o very much a t home in Egypt , 
and his yarns of Cair o e..nd l~lexandri a nr e equal, in 
th e ir particulr-tr way, t o their In d i an c ounterp arts • .:-.ft r 
re ad in g one of his stories set in Cairo one fe els th at 
one knows th e city intim ately and c oul d walk int o 
She phca rd's Hotel blindfold! 
Actually, rt his a rticle coul d# be continu ed on and on_ 
until R verit abl e b ook h ad evolved , but I think I have 
s a i d enou0h to r ec all h appy memori e s t o old Blak e enth -
si as ts and set th e mind of the new re ade r thinkin g on 
th o wonderful t a les th ey h~ve unf ortun Rt e l y missed. As 
f or Blake - wel l, I su ppose h e will tr avel as much 
aga in in th e da ys t o come, but I think I am sr .fe in 
s ayin g th at his adventures in f oreign lands will n eve r 
b e t old better th an were th ose ol d adventures by the 
old auth ors. 
Long may th e worl d be Sexton Blake's stage! 

FINIS. 



, With this article we introduce ~ur re ade rs t o yet I an other new cont ribut or? WILFRED n~·~wIN :,f Rot herham , 

I 
Yorks . His subject is on e which will int ere st ~11 
l ov e rs of th e work o~ G.H. T~ed , f or it is: 

,,. 
INTRODUCING GEORGE M.i.RSDE:N PLU ::I :SR -

S3XTON BL.-.KE' S E!ITE~ff FO. l . 

~e or 6e tfars den Plummer w.ns one of Sext on .Blake's ol c.­
cst o~po ncnts . He fi ~"Urc d "Illy times i n Bl ake 

·~ Plumme r st ory wos alwny s n st ory i n th e old U.J . 
,~ very time I think of Plummer I a ls 1 thiP1t of GcorGc 
~~r.li lt cn Tecc , whJ ~r,t c t ~c be st 1f this ser i es . lie 
w~s a s~lendid ~uth ?r a t 'Uly time , WP.S Te o~ , but when 
lhv wr ~t c ~h0ut this ch ~xr.c t or he oc finitcly ex celled 
h imse l f . The mere mention of ~ fJru i Gn ~cv~n turc 71th 
3lakc v PlQ11tucr ncac c~ n o furth er ~~v0r ti s in ~ . The 

l r cn~er kn~w fr om p~ st enjc7able cxp cr i enc ~s uh~ t t o 
expe ct i n the vmy 'Yf thrills w( St.ns a ti '.)n . Thnt Plummer 
w~s a dcspor~tc criminal , c ~l ~, ruthless, cunnin ~ mi~ 
unscru 9ul ous, th e;rQ ~..n Dl? n o que sti :>n, but th ~t he 
possessed unt~ ub t o~ t nl cn~s end wns n~t with ~ut the 
fin er ""'gunli tics mus·t :tls,:\ bu '.l'fimi tta d . ~· .. bo vc al l, he 
h ".cl _;;re n t or grmisin .::; ri.bili t i cs , t o ju e_.:;c by his many 
cl eve r anr. C..?J'in z..; crimin.:u. C OUlJS ..nd wit h th e :;?O'.'·er 
t ~ rulv ~th er l css0r li 3hte of th-0 crim ~- uor l d . Thorc 
was n f 0c lin g of st~c~ gth n~0ut h i m t ~o, nnd h~ govc 
0ut a str nnge i mpressi onro r bre ed in g . His hnndsomc , 
bearded count cnoncc W"'l.S knorm t o every Sexton Bl -tlte 
froi and dist in 3U-isb ed him tr om o.ther crimin a l ch nr ac ­
tors . ( With the p0 ssible exce pti on ~f his c ont empor ­
ary , Dr . Huxt on Rymer. - Ed) . He h~d littl e t o do with 
the sn cnk thi ef, comm:m- cl'..vok V!l!'iety, -but mi;x:cd 
al wnys with th e best of his pro f ess i on . 
Let u s re cal l f or ~ momcnt't h i s amiizi n6 as s oci a ti on 
wit h Ji..bc"!.cl Krim, the Chief of the Riff's . Do y-:,u r emem­
be r Sakr - e ; -Droos or Tho li!'l',7k of th e Peak? ,.l. col ~urful 
qnd r oman tic ri gur e whv char ac te~isp d more than one 
Sex t on Blake st or y • 

.1--~~ --~--~~~--\c ont inu ed).~--~~~--~--- ~~--~ 


