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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR: ..

This issue has been published almost a month
earlier than originally intended, amnd for this
there are two reasons. First, the further revel-
ations of swindling that is going on. These are
so serious thet we decided to sent out No.4 at
the earliest possible moment. The details of the
cases which have come to light since our emergenocy
issue will be found in later psges. Secondly, we
have a large number of interesting asrticles on
all aspects of the hobby in hand. One or two of
these scheduled for this issue have had to be
held over owing to the space teken by the less
heppy subjeet, but we hope to get over this by
publisking No.5 earlier also, probably at the
beginning of Mey. Thus,.with our emergency issue
in addition, we think we can claim the C.D. is
going ahead with & vengence.

To meke this speed-up successful it is neces-
saxry for us to appeal to intending sdvertisers to
send elong their copy &s quickly As possible aftex
reoceiving this issue. We require & fair number
of mdverts. to ensble us to balance our budget,
end, with the freuds in mind, we think there is
an opportunity to adopt & slogam - "Orooks Don't
gee the C.D!"

Following the issue of No.3, many tributes
for the effort of thet clever young ar'l:is’t Mr.
Noel Whiter ocame &long. Ve have & new sketoh of
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his in hand but this may not appear until No.5.
Compliments too are flowing in for what is termed
our enterprise in sending out our emergency edi-
tion. One which pleased us immensely was when an
0ld collector friend snid "In your introduction
to No.l you promised to do all you oould to help
collectors. You are indeed o ing out your promd
ise." Well, we have certainly en execiting
time lately, but if it has meant we have done
something to expose a soomdal, it hss a1l been
worth while. 4And here we must not forget to ex-
press our sincere thanks to those who helped so
handsomely toWwards the expenses of the emergency

issue.
Yours sincerely,

Gletotn Lo hone,

THE COLIECTOR'S DIGEST SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

Single copies 1s.14 post free. Three coples
38.34 post free. Six copies 6s.Ad post free. Postd
€l Orders to be nade psyable to H.Leckemby, at
York, uncrossed.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES:

Small advertisements 1d per word (name &nd
address inserted free of charge).

CONTRIBUTIONS intended for publication are,
if poss ;- to be typewritten on sheets the seme
sige es this page. :

AN EXCITING EXPERTENQE!

A good deal of thisz issue has been written
twice! Here's the reason. I had all the copy fox
No.4 prepared and on the morning of 25th
set off to the office of the duplioe: agenay.
4As most subseribers lmow, the aneiemt City of York{

£l
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has for several deys been like another Venice -~
there's even been water, water everywhere. I had
to make & long detour through narrow streets,
struggling crowds, held up by traffic, and

the edgea of brimming lakes. I had nearly reached
my destination when I found to my consternation
that somehow I hed lost the greater pert of the
oopy from the file in whieh I felt sure it was
secure, and which in ordinary circumstances it
would heve been. I was In despalr for in our en-
deavours to get the issue out earlier than origind
ally intended I hed no duplicates of a good deal
of it, as is usually the case when my co-editor
has time to type it out.

I made & fremtic search but of course it was
no use. Later in the dgy I called at the Police
0ffice in the hope that someone had taken the
ocopy there; but no such luck.

It mey turn up later; but there wes no time tq
spare. There wes nothing for it but to stert sgein
It meant an almost all night session but now near
dewn on the 26th, the task is nearly ocomplete.

If the story of the freuds seems & little
ragged, if some of the edvertisers find their
copy not quite as they had submitted it, or omit+
ted altogether, I feel sure they will bear with
me and bleme the eftermath of the worst winter in
living memory.

To some contributors I shell have to write
personally and orave their indulgence.

Sincerely,

Herbert Leokenby.

WANTED: Aldine Publicatiens -~ Turpins, Duvals,
ete. TLandy, 4, Nuneaton Road, Dagenhsam, Essex.
WANTED: The Gem "#drthur Castleton" Serieas, Nos.
%oagﬁs inelusive. I.eslie Voaper, 13, Kinlet Road,
| Woolwieh, S.E,18.
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MAXWELL __SCOTT

This was the yeer that saw the birth of the
"Boys Resln" and No.26, the first Xmas pumber,
canteined the opening of "Belson Iee's Rival". A
typical Meawell Scott tale, which was pictured by
Fred Bennett, & rather erratic artist, cepable of
producing the best but who often didn't. Never-
theless, he - degerved more praise than he reoeivali;
for he was really e clever artist, amd drew some
exoellent pictures for this story. The first few
months of 1903 were over before it ended, and in
the "Boys' Realm" No.h4, 29th Auguatﬁ came the
opening chapters of the "Hidden Will". Here a
millioneire's Will concealed in the back of =
picture which hed gone on its trevels formed the
theme of one of the author's most execiting tales.
Agedn Pred Bemnett supplied the pietures. There
were #ive Nelson Iee serials altoqether in the
B.R., the remai three being: "Out Yo Win",
“New Bowler", and "Bowled Out".

Well on its wey now, 1903 proved am important
year, for in it both the "Boys' Her2ld" eamd "Boys
Lesder" were launchéd on their inky voyeges. In
No.1l2 of the latter paper Mexwell Scott presented
his third detective Vernon Reed. One wonders why
a new detective insteed of the already Ffamous Ken-
yon Ford, but so it was, =md despite the change of
name Vernon Read seemed to tele to himself the
charscter sand fame of the up-to-date detective.
No doubt the magie neme of the suthor was respon-
sible for this. The "Iron Skull" wae one of his
longest and etest stories. Here is Maxwell
Scott's own Introduction:-

"Pate weaves some subtle webs &t times, bub
she never wove & subfier web than that in which
she entengled Herry Asgquith. It was. only &
web of oircumstantiel evidence woven round en
innocent men, yet ite fibres were so tough,
its meshes so close, its grip so deadly, that
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ere its viotim could be rescued, he was sen-
tenced to death for snother's crime rmd wrs
led to the sca&ffold in Armley Gaol. OFf the
weaving of this web, and of the herculeesn
efforts of Vernon Read to rend its strands
asunder, the following story tells."

And in the telling the detective circled the
world in quest of the secret of the Iron Soull;
but by different route to that teken by Nelson Ieg
in his chese rfter the Silver Dwarf, except that t
the trails crossed at Harvey Howerds Tea Plant-
ation at Ulapane. A fine story, merred only by
the fect that the ertists changed three times.
R.Strange, Val Reanding end G.M.Dodshon, ench tak-
ing a turn.

In the course of time, three serials of Ver-
nori Read followed, the "Red Hand" in the "Boya'
Leader" and "Hidden Gold" and "ILorimers Legacy"
in the "Big Budget". So ‘the brillisnt but all
tog ghort ochroniocles of enother greet detective
ended.

Now we must go bagk to the 15th dugust, 1903,
end the "Boys' Herald" No.2, which was chosen to
contain the first ohapters of "Nelson Tee's Pup-
il" in which Msxwell Seott introdueed Nipper
(Richerd Hemilton). 4n epoch meking event, for
this charscter beceme almost as populer as his
famous master, end was the forerumner of all det-
ectivea' boy essistents. He was educated at St.
Niniens in Sussex, where he had some very exceit-—
ing adventures, which were told in & mumbex of
fine school seri®mls. The best being "Nipper's
Schooldgys". Afterwsrds, Nipper eppeared with
Nelson ILee in sll serisls except six. He might
heve been called the fifth detestive for he fig-
ured alone in two stories "Detective mmm-" o
"Boys' Realm", and &g he flgured in the "Hernlds"
atart so elso he did at i%s finish, and "Nipper's
First Cese" began In the last issue, being con-
timaed in "Cheer Boys Cheer".
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Here is ¢ list of the "Boys' Herald" serisls
written by Mexwell Scott, additional to those &l-
ready mentioned. "Football Detective", "Nelson
Lee in the Navy", "Winged Terror", snd "The Iron
Hand".

Meenwhile, Mnxwell Scott hed not neglected thg
"Bo s' Friend" amd in No.1l57, 1lth June, 1904,
the "B.reat Unknown" began, being followed by the
"Black House," No.221, 2nd September, 1905, "Det-
ective - Verder Nelson Lee" No.237, Ath Ju.'l.y
1905. "Britain Beyond the Sesns" s‘ba.rted No.
353, 1l4th March, 1908.

On the 8th Jam , 1908, in "Chums" ¥No.800,
Maxwell Scott's fourth detective Mertin Dale, madg
his eppearance in "On the Wetch", a serial in the
suthor's best style and form. 4'will written on
the inside of a watch-cese. This suthor had a

4o kind of way with a theme like this that"
ust baffles description. Fred Bennett a , but
his time he produced some atrocious pie S.

The 318t Mag 1911, saw the coming of Martin Daleg
agsistant, Jimmy Readmem, in "4 Perilous Quest",

a story well up to the suthor's stendard. This
commenced in “Ohums" Na.977. I'l: was followed by
the "Secret of the Ring'. with intervals of
varying length between came the "Double Six", the
"Silver Key", YA Scrap of Paper", "On His own"

(a short peries of complete stories of Jimmy) end
finelly, the "Lost Will".

The record requires mention of the fact thet
Mazwell Soott also wrote of Sexton Blake. In +the
"Jegter" No.l74, 1lth Merch, 1905, came "Sexton
Blake, Detective", which had everything typical
of this suthor. He wrote cornplete stories
of +this great oharacter for the "Union Jaock", in-
cluding the "Scorpion" series.

Back to Nelson Lee, and in the "Jester" No.
23%, 2lst Aprdil, 1906, we find the "Soldier Det-—
ective", as uuual a good story end illustrated by
R.J. mdanald This serial ended in No.253. The
"Boys' Friend" No.459, 26th March, 1910, contained
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the first chapters of the "Golden (uest", and in
the same paper in 1911 was published "Iong Iive
the King". Nelson Lee was missing from the "Friend"
after that ended, until 1914, when he re-appeared
in the "Film Detective". The end of this a‘togi
was followed by "On His Majesty's Service'. 8
was the last serial of Nelson Lee, and probably
the lest story. In 1919-1920 there were some com—
plete stories of Nelson Lee published in the "Det-
ective Iibrary". They were suthentic Maxwell
Scott's, but whether new or reprints is doubtful.

I have endeavoured to make this record as com—
plete as possible, but limitetion of spesce has
compelled me to out out mmch deteil of both stor-
ies and srtists, leaving it I'n efrseid, rather
bare. Even so, I have far exceeded the bounds set
by the Editor end I dare not further incur his
wrath in including the non-detective serials, or
the complete detective tales of whioch there were
neny .

I meke no apology for any geps: the lengthen—
ing corridors of memory grow dim; time and <the
ravages of two great wars heve blocked many &aven-—
ues of research both humen emd meteriel. I am
indebted to Mr.Herbert Leckenby and Mr.Harry Dow-
ler for much information, fasts end dates. 'nd so
together we pay tribute to the famous suthor of
four great detectives.

In these blesk and sustere days our thoughts
go back to the bookstalls piled with brightly cov-
ered story papers, and &s we think with affection
of the meny fine writers who sontributed so obly
to them, we see, forming before our eyes in let-
ters of heavy type, the neme of one who was grest-
est of &1l - MAXWELL SCQOTT.

WANTED: Certain early Magnets, Gems, Plucks, es-—
peeially Gems No.16,22,380 snd 392. Would gladly
buy or exchenge. Shew, 4 Brunswiok Perk,Camberwell
London, S.E.5. (Lete of Oolney Hatoh Leme).
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ITS YOUR MONEY THEY 'RE AFTER
More Swindle Revelations

Imnediately following the despateh of our em-
ergency edition, further accounts of swindling
were brought to our notice.*

Pirst in the field was Mr.Ileslie Jasper, who
told us thet Bs long ago &s 1941 he had advert-
ised in "Exchange and Meart" for a few partiocular
copies of the "Nelson Lee mbr&'i;' He was parti-
cularly anxious to get hold of these. He received
a letter from the now familiar address, 70 Enigh-
ton Fields Esast, Welford Road, Lelcester, in which
the writer signed Miss E.Pearson, said she could
supoly him wifth the very numbers and the price
weg five shillings, The money was senb, but the
papers were not. Ieslie eveniua reslised he
had been done. In his own particulsr case he ad-
mitsg the smouht was trifling, but he remembers
the bitter dissppointment at not getting the pap-
ers cn which he was so keen, to this day.

Next came M,Alfred Horasey, who hes advert-
igec in "E.& M." for many yonrs., He heard from
the indefatigeble twister of Leicester even be-
fore Leslie:rdid, for'a lebter reached him ore Jay
prior to the war. A4t the time the lady was evid-
ently in _ow waier for the letter was unsizmped.
411 Alfrec was ous of pocket wes the surcharge and
the cost of a letter to Ieicester (with surcharge
envelope included) pointing out that there was a
strong urge to do business. There the acquain-
tenoe cetged..

Then on 13th larch came & letter from Mr.W.H.
Neate of Burnhem, Bucks, with a real story of
woe, He had heerd from Miss Pearson.

* £|_E.()'JIE: We might explain to our overseas sub-
8 ers and one orxgwo others who may not heave
received a copy, that we issued & specisl O.D.
oircular giving deteils of & series of frauds.
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She wrote hin first on 2nd February, telling
him she had 2,000 "Magnets", "Gems", ete. to of-
fer which had been left to her by her late bro-
ther. Note, that in the spece of a few deys her
benefeoctor had changed from the unele mentioned
to those whom she defrauded to one nore closely
related. Thieves as well as liars should hsve gooqg
menories. fnyhow, lMr.Neate sent her £5. Quickly
cane not the books, but mmother letter say
5,000 books were now sveileble, & further £1
entered her exchequer and then followed another
story - £5. £24 in all, Whilst this latter
anount was on.the way. Miss Pesrson was industri-
ously packing all the books inte 20 prrecels. We
venture to say it would not toke her long to pack
all the books ever in her possession. Nevertheless
flushed with success she was ag late asPn envelopg
post-marked 18th March, like Oliver Twist, asking
for more. We have this envelope before us &nd note
thet she serawls her nepe smd fddress on the back
end with bare-fmced impudence the words, "Books
packed for despatch". She does not state whether
they ere those already paid for by lMr.Coloonbe
end Mr.Satchell or those sold to & ILeicester deald
er &8s told to Mr.Jenkinsg! Well, lMr.Neate did
write to Leicester agein, but on this occasion to
the police of that City.

For convenience we have agsumed that these
letters cane fron a nember of the 'gentle' sex,
though it is quite possible & mam wos the prine
swindlexr.

And now let us turm to that other individual
operating in the South, whon we mentioned briefly
in our emergeney runber. Roger Anthaony Carstairs,
& nore ronfmtic figure than the drnb Pearson, but
Just as big a twister as we'll show.

In the emergency edition we told how Oarstair
wrote to Mr.Jenkins fron a Seuthern address, tel-
ling a plausible story of n huge colleetion of
"Gems", "Magnets", snd "S.B.Libreries" being sto
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in an old chest , how moh pleasure he had derived
from then in his youth, and how he wished to pass
them on to B genuine collector. The terms were
prompt ofsh. Southsee being not far from Mr.Jen-
Jins home, he went over but found no Jarstairs.
The proprietor of the boarding house said he hed
received & letter fron & mem of that nene , saying
he was on his wey to Bristol amnd oontemplated vis-
iting Southsea for a few dags -~ would the propriett
or sign for emy registered letters that ocrme for
hin? His Leicester experience in npind, Mr.Jenkins
inforned the pollece.

Mr.Neete now aones into the pileture =&
Whilst letters were being showered upen fren
ILeicester one cane along from Bristol. This teo,
to Mr.Nesle's gurprise, offered a glorious ool-
leetion of those populsr o0ld papers the "Gen™,
the "Ma?mt" gd "S.0.Idbrardies". There woa &
story of how they hed rested in sn 0ld chest for
years treasured the owner. The letter was signe
oh no - not Roger Anthony Oarsteirs - but Imneelot
Percivai.tlgerriﬂlle! Strange eoincidence woan't 1t
or wes

But thet wasn't all. Hot on the heels of lir,
Nesate's letter came one from Mr.Eric Fayne. He
+too haed hesrd from Mr.Merrivale tel the same
story of the old chest, &n ultimetium thet it must
be cash 88 he (lMr.Merrivele) had been awindled with
dud cheques in the past.

We have now the letter to Mr.Neate befere us. |
We repreduse it in full - the errors in English
are m-.Merrivala'q own.

v

"15 St.Pauls Roed,
Bristol 8.
Merch 17, 1947.

ir,

Glancing through an old Exchange and
Msrt, I perceived your edvertisement for
boys megezines.

It is sometime &go, end you me&y have
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all you require, however, perhaps I can
interest you.

I heve Schoolboys' Owns, from 1 to 388
consecutive. "Magnets" fron Number 800 to
1308 in all 480 "Magnets".

"Gems" from No.517 to 1495, consecutive
except for one. In all 978 “"Gems".

I price them &t 4d each, which is I
think reasonable. e g d

388 Schoolboys Owms at 4d each 6. 9. O

MESEELI o n 22
Gems & eaoch .. .. .. + B,
£30.15. 0

If you desire to purchese then &l11, of
course the price will be lower, namely
£20.0.0 and postege.

I have no desire to nske & large profit
out of ry books, having alreesdr profited by
g.any heppy hours through then, in my younger

ays.
I do however nske one stipulation.

I will not under any eircumstances, des-
patch books unleas I receiwe CASH first.
I've hed these books many years and they ere
oftoo great value to me, to let them go with-
out receiving their value first.

A few years ego I sold ry collection of
Greyfriars Annusls through the post. I ree-~
eived in exechange a orossed cheque which wes
ebsolutely worthless. Needless to say, I wes
the loser.

So 1f you desire to purchsse ry books,
Pleasse send & open cheque, noney order or
cash. I in turn will fulfil ny part of the
bargain and despatch inmediately, on receipt
of cash.

I have & very str tes-chest with
plenty of packing, which will malke sn idenl
container for the megeagines, snd ensure
their safe arrivsl. i

I enclose o "Magnet" ond "Gem" +o give
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you some idea of the condition of the earl-
jer ones. There are only & few like this,
the rest are in new and excellent condit-
jon heving been kept for yeers in & large

If you desire the books on my terms,
plesse let me know by return, as I an trevel-
to Harrogete to teke the waters on
Thursdey. I will then hsve time to pack mag-
nzines properly fsnd at ry leisure, so that
you oan receive then by Thursdey or Friday
according to the quickness of the railway.

If however you do not relish parting
with your noney first, I shall not bleoe you
but will consider the natter closed.

Under no circunstances will I gell at
any cheaper rate. Fourpence eech, is oy
final, end rock botton price.

Yours faithfully,,
Lenocelot Percivel Merrivele."

Phe cool sudseity of Mr.Merrivele! We will jusd
sey this for him though. He was & little more gen-
erous than Miss Perrson for he did send to esch
recipiunt of his letter ¢ srople copy &nd so for
hag hsd nothing in ‘return.

Well, fs Mr.Feyné ocommented in @ 'phone chet
it does not require the brein of n Sexton Bkale to
deduce that Roger Anthony Carstairs and Tencelot
Percivel Merrivale rre one snd the sefme, and &s
honest men do not use one name in Southsea and
snother in Bristol we suggest Mr.Carsteirs-Mirrivale
is a roving rfcketeer. We don't believe & bit in
the existence of that chest full of "Magnets", etc.
If it does, is it psyked in his o&r, or on the
hendle-bers of his bike o he wends his way fron
Bristol to Southsef snd on to Harrogate "to teke
the waters"? Perhaps ere now he realiges that
Mesars.Jenkins, Nente and Peyne have baken his
story with = pinoh of salt, end he has lost the few
pepers he did possess.

We_rre hoping to heer more of Mr.OGarghteirs-Merd
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rivele fmd his rerl nrme when he stands at the
ber of justioce.

v Look to No.5 for further news fnd remenber
"Its your noney they're after"!

STOP PRESS: A Dranatic Development! Whilst this
issue wes being typed, we leerned on the rmrthor-
ity of Mr.John Medecroft, that Mr.leslie Pearson

gerved three nonths for frrud in 1933. See No.5.

LAST MINUTE FLASHES:

The Leicester Qase: Retribution coming.
Police teke action. C.I.D. see"C.D" speecial nun-
ber end pay tribute. ILook out for No.5 with nore
details.

27th March. We regret to emnounce that a well
known collector not nentioned above sent Merrivals
(alias Qarstairs) £25 over & week ago and has heey
nothing since. .

LETTER BOX _

Ls we thought, Roger, Mr Jenkins' attack on
St.Franks in our No.3, has brought & shower of
protests fron Nelson Lee Iibraty Fans. Our regul-
ar contributor Ton Arrmitage is one of these end
he replies to Roger as follows:~

In reply to Mr.Jenkins critical letter "St.
Frenks v. The Rest" I have one or two remarks I
would like to put upon record. To begin with, al-
though I have a greet respect for Mr.Jenkins' un-
doubted lmowledge of Greyfriers, St.Jins amd
Rookwood, I think he 18 g l1little hard upon the
"Nelson Iee Iibrary™. With sone of his eritioisng
I an in agreement, notably that the everlasting
erook plots, etc. were overdone, but regar
the stories as & whole I would like to say (a
for a long time the St.Franks stories were orig-
inal. Only in the vexry last years were there re-
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prints. (b) I don't mow of anyone who prefers the
work of E.S.Brooks to that of Charles Hamilton.
Rather do they re-soct to both asuthors with apprec-
iation smd the wish for more and nmore school stor-
ies. (¢) I would certainly not sgree that St.Franks
was based on Greyfriers amd St.Jims. St.Franks hed
quite a distinetive atmosphere of its own, quite
different fron Mr.Harrilton's famous schools. (d)
Hendforth was most certainly NOT a week initation
of OCoker. He had sbsolutely nothing in common wit
Ooker at ell. ‘nyone who hes studied the charact-
ers of Coker, Grundy, Cummer. eto., will Imow that
they were simply a ous butt to write around.
Not so Hardy. He was never a duffer at games or
mch else either when it came to the pinch. I
don't lmow whether or not Mr.Brooks refuses to anst
wer questions about St.Frenks, nor cen I affix
oriticism of the story "Handforth at St.J ", not
heving the copy, but I don't think that the satur-
ation point was resched ss regérds St.Franks if,
end provid the stories had kept to what they
were in the 20's. After the poliocy of the N.L.L.
changed with the lest two series, well then, IMr.
Jen]éns is correct. Refore that, No.

(Signed) Tom Armitage.
More -replies in No.5.

.e ae .

A Reply to & Reply to Pat!

Dear Sir,

A3 th there is much good sense in John
Shew's reply to 'Pat' whose remarks were, however,
not completely without foundation, I feel that
some enswer should be made to the former's sweep-

genertlisations. Much as I love our hobby I
feel that it should not be treated with quite the
reverent awe shown in Mr.Shaw's letter; there are
other things of interest =md velue inoluding &
balsnced eriticism of a1l forms of ert, perhaps
especislly of that literary ert in whioch our well-
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loved pepers fill only & small corner.

Passing over the phrase "a comnoisseur of
good literature" which is fairly open to argument
we come to the fulsome praise of Charles Hamilton
Modest himself, he would blush to be described as
& genius, but, to be spoken of as "the only true
great writer", ete., well 8ll I can wish is thet
Mr.Shew may in feverish dreams be visited by the
shades of Henty, Ballantybe, Fenn, Iewis Oarroll,
Beatrix Potter, and a host of others.

The rest of the letter is well said, though I
would hardly call the repetition of plot or theme
merely 'occasional', but to develop this would
need some factual research and en srtiole, Finally
I mst say that I was completely shattered by the
(sedly ris-printed) Shakespearesn comparisions.
Need I s@y more than that I recently had the plesg
ure of seeing Doneld Wolfit in the part of Iags,
thet double-dyed and dammed villian. I would say
Pistol, rether than Sir John, better still let us
not compare mice with lions. That Mr.Hardltons
shaeracters owe something of this conception to an
acqueintance with some of "the greet" is I think,
undoubted, in conclusion let me Qirect the inter-
est emd intelligence of Mr.Shaw emd others to thij
theme which affords a ground for much fascineting
speculation. ¥ . ete

(Signed) Clive Simpson.

POR SATE: Megnets (odd Nos.1350-1580); Gems; Popd
uwlers; Hotspurs; Rovers; Sexton Blskes (New Ser—
iea); Holiday Annuals 1924,1927,1937,1939,1940,

ete. WANTED: Schoolboys Own Iibraries; Osloroft
Mervels. F.Bottomley, 48 Downhills Park Rond, Tot-
tenhem, London, N.17.

WANTED: Nelson Lees, lst Series (new), particu-
larly “Doomed Schoolboy" Series: IL.Vosper, 13,
Kinlet Road, Shooter's Hil;_l, London, S.E.18.
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WANTED: Gems end Megnets before 1930: Populers;
Sexton Bleke Iibraries of Granite Grant and Kestrel;
Girls' Friends, Homes snd Readers; Butterfly, Merry
and Brdight. Erdic Feyne, 23 Grove Road, Surbiton.

BOXING: Wented Mervels cont Ton Seyers stor-4
ies; boxing stories by Capt.Malooin 4rnold, and any
other boys' books of boxing interest. G.Neville
Weston, Holmwood, Short Heath, Oomberton Road, Kid-
derminster.

WANTED: Magnet No.lh24 end others nesr it; School-
boys' Owns No.185 (The Phenton of the Highleonds),
321 (Ghost of Bemnington Grange) and others. Good
prices paid. Wm.L.Bawden, 7 Penryn Street, Red-
ruth, Cormwall.

WANTED: Megnets between 1925 snd 1933; list sup-
plied on rpplication; elso Gems and Holidey Annuals
1920, 1930 =md 19%1. FOR DISPOSAL: Weekly Flyingsjg
Wer Weeklys £nd Wer Illustrated's. Idsts supplied
on applicntion. Robert Whiter, 706 Lordship Lenme,
Wood en, London, N.22.

WAN! : Magnets; Schoolboys Owns; Nelson Iees.

: Ohildrens' Bound Books, etc; Childrens®
Model Ferm (120 toys) £3. J.Bsguley, Middle Hill,
Pensilva, S.E.Cormwell.

WANTED: Idsts early Dreadnoughts; Boys Friend; snd
sny COMPIETE old Boys' Books. Henry J.H.Brrtlett,
Pens Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

W.NTED: Boys Oinems; Buffelo Bill; Ploture Show;
c goer; Reinbow Oomic; Playbox Annual; Boys'
Reelm; Young Brittein; Reilroad Magaszine ( oem)
Boys Friend Idbrary. W.H.Thompson, 144 Hendley
Road, New Whittington, Ohesterfield, Derbyshire.
¢ Top price paid for Red-covered Magnets
also blue-covered Gems. T.Setchell, B4 Ankendine
Crescent, Shooters Hill, Woolwioh, lLondon.
WANTED: Megnets 1910-1915. #ny condition so long
‘®8 readsbls, wm'withogt oovers. Prioce-snd perti-
oulers to J.Shepherd, 3 Priory Place, Sheffield 7.
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COLLECTORS' MISCEL%@M: A Journsl for lovers of
o oys' books. printed pages, profusely il-
lustreted. No.8 now ready. Specimen 1s.3d. Parks,
Printer, Seltburn-by-Seca.

FOR SATE: B.0.P.Vol.l, 1879; Vols.1l9 & 25; The
Captain 1908, 1911; 52 Chums, 1910-11 bound.
WAJNTED: Magnets, pre-1929. W.H.Neate, Wenlock,
Burnhem, Bucks.

WANTED: Chums efter 1920; Triumphs; Champion Idib—
raries; Football & Sports Idbreries. Good condit-—
ion, essential. State price. John W.Gocher, Jar.
Victo:_fis Cottage, Oonstitution Hill, Sudbury.
Suffolk.

MATTERS OF MOMENT -
A New School Story Paper:

Heve you seen School Yarn Mrgrzine? If not,
get & copy for it contains stories reminiscent of
Greyfriars snd St.Jims. The school is Rippingham
in Suffolk, some of the characters — Fatty Briggs,
Dick Dorsn, end Jack Merton. The suwthor is Kenneth
E.Newmen, en experienced writer of stories for
boys. It is well printed on good paper end copies
cen be obtained from 93 Brownspring Drive, New
Eélzhm’ London, S.E.9. Subscription 2s.6d4 for

ssues.

Latest &bout the "Bunter" Book:

The publishers of Billy Bunter of Greyfriars
School have informed one of our ecirele that they
hope to give it to the world in Mey. They ndd,
however, that owing to the rising costs of product
%onsthgdprice, including postage must of necessity

e 8s.6d. 5

We advise all those who are eagerly swaiting
the return of the world's most famous schoolbay to
send their remittences to Charles Skilton & Oo.ILtd.
50 Alexendre Rosd, S.W.19; snd get & place in the
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Publicity for "O.D."

We are grateful to note a kindly reference to
the C0.D. in the bulletin of the B.A.P.A. of which
your co-editors sre members.

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS

L Few Words on Sweeney Todd - by F.N.Weering.

Sentiment in Schoolboy Fiction - by Tom Armitage.

The Shylock of Greyfriars - by Roger Jenkins.

The Boys Standard - by Henry Steele.

futhors snd 4rtists I Disliked - by R.H.A.Goodyeaxy.

Those Were the Deys - by F.W.Webb.

I Uneerthed 8 Genius (Frank Richards) by Jack Cor-
Off the Beateh Track - by Roger Jenkins. betd.

AUTHORS AND THEIR PEN NAMES
y

I_Igr_l(&ugx%nm
Continued

Mex Hemilton: .Masculine neme but concealed
the identity of & women writer, the only one I am
sware of penning stories for the boys' papers. Had
other pen names, too. T.G.Dowling-Meitland eand
Tristem K.Monck. Wrote many complete snd at least
two serials, "A Pit Hero" (Boys Hersld) smnd "The
Bully of St.Simonsg", the second school serial in
the "Boys Realm" (1903). Oould tell a good story
well up to the standard of her male colleagues.
Pulled the long bow sometimes however. A front
pege of a " s Realm" showed & remarkable incid-
ent in the school story mentioned. 4 boy fighting
on ‘the edge of a ¢liff had been knocked over, but
instead of being deshed to death on rocks below,
picture showed him dangling in mid-air, his fall
having been broken by the solitary stump of a treq
hooking his belt! Reading that as & boy I well
remember exelaiming, "€oo! That takes some believ-]
:Ht'téz‘;_'. Could never discover resl identity of the
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Charles Hamilton: Well, is this really necead
sery? However, pen names, Framk Richards, Mertin

Clifford, Owen Conquest, Ralph Re wey , -
ards, end another which is perhaps not so well
Imown, H% Dorrisn. Under this the S5.P.C. resd-
ers' fav e wrote some circus stories for
"Pluck" in the long &go. The suthor himself had
elmost forgotten he was ever Harry!

Enown to fame as the man who invented Billy
Bunter. Made him even better known than the Pat
Boy of Pickwick, or in real life, the fat-boy of
Feckham. Probably has written more words for boy
then any other euthor, alive or desd. Though thej
"Magnet" has been dead for six years he still get
numerous letters from old boys from all parts of
the world, and quite a lot of complimentary Press
publicity. At 70 he hms taken on a new lease of
life and is as busy as ever. Probsbly before
these lines appear in print he will have added
new pen names to his list.

Sidney Drew: Real name Ed e
Another of Hemilton Edwerds' star writers. For
years was seldom ebsent from the pages of "The
Boys' Friend", “"Reslm" and "Herald". Also promin-
ent in "Big Budget" and "Boys Leader". Was cert—
&inly kept busy end I have been told often gave
editors heasdaches owing to late arrival of the
next instelment. Wrote in a mierogcopic hand.
First serial appeared in 24 "Boys Friend" - "Wol-
ves of the Deep"; sequel "Lion against Bear".
These concerned Ferrers Lord, Ching Iung & Co.
Several others about seme characters followed oven
many years. These later stories were a mixture of]
world wide adventure and slap-stick humour., The
thrills were better than the mimour. He ereated
& similar set of charscters for the "Big Budget"
md "Boys Leader', Grsydon Garth, Lord Leokburn
& Uo., but here the slap-stick was less in evid-
ence. "The Vanished Fleet" » "The Mysterious"Army"
end “ﬁeril Island" were three of them. Fine stor-
ies these.
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Sidney Drew also wrote quite a lot of school
stories, many of them sbout Caleroft. One, which
appeared in the "Boys Realm" was "Charlie Chaplins|
Sehooldeys" but I don't suppose that temperamental].
artist would recollect the incidents. Also wrote,
memmowa]q, an invasion story for the "Boys
Friend" - "The Peril to Come".

William Murrsy Graydon: (Born 1861). Pen neme
Alfred trmitege. For output, Edgar Wallace was
& novice in comparison. Grsqr&on also, like Wal-
lece, used a dictaphone in his later years. Writ-
ing busily for Hendersons' in the 80's snd later
for Aldines smd the Amalgamated Press, continuing
for the latter until well after the first Great
Wer. Seemed to know every oountry in the world,
and wrote stories laid in most of them. Adventure
was his forte. Wroie in rather serious vein though
introﬁucinﬁ & little rather lsboured humour occas-|
ionally. A Pigh: with Fate" in +the "Boys Herald"
was an example. Yrote scores of Sexton Blakes,
including 8t leasi two serials. Hsd his own spec—
ial 'Yard' men, Inspcetor Widzeon. Also two pri-
vate detectives ol his own, Abel ILink and Gordon
Fox.+ h

Was fond of thée word 'vowed' - "vowed Sexton
Bleke'. Inverdzbly you would find in an instal-
ment of his story that some character "choken
with emoticn" or "a lump rose in his throat". A
remerkebly versatile writer though I cénnot rem-
ember him penning & school story. Ususally used
"A1fred 4Armitage" for his historioal stories.

Robert Murray. Son, of the sbove. Probebly his|
full name was ert Greydon for he wrote
oocagionally as Robert . so with another
twigt in his mame, Murray Roberts. The meantle of
the father fell worthily on the son, in fact, in
the opinion of he was the finer writer of the
two. Undoubted 8 best work was his Confedera-
tion series in the "Union Jack". Hed & capital
style, his plote worked out smoothly and convino-

: (0Oontinued)
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BLAKIANA

A section of the "Collectors' Digest" devoted
to the Men from Baker Street - Sexton Blake. All
communications relating to Blake matters, includ-
ing letters from members of The Sexton Blake Cor-
respondence Club to be addressed to H.M.Bond, 10,
Erw Wen, Rhiwbina, Gardiff. (Pleesse note change
of address).

EDITORIAL NOTES:

I wish to thank all those readers who have
written to me praising the first instalment of
"I Visit Baker Street". I had some doubts &s to
whether this feature would prove populer, seeing
that it was of rather a different nature to prev-
ious items, but apperently my fears were unfound-
ed, so, as long as you wish it the series will
continue, and this number contains episode two.

Apologies for two rather startling errors in
"The Traveller Detecotive" (No.3). I wrongly stated
that Coutts Brisbane was the oreetor of Gunga Dasi
the suthors neme was asotuslly Gregory Hill end
the character of Dass was only tsken over by Bris
bane in leter years. Error No.2 concerned the
G.H.Teed story "The Great Jamal Plot". I referred
to the Penama Canal whereas it should have been
the Suez Canal. A full review of the Gunga Dass
series by Wm.Colcombe will appear soon.

The second Blake Orossword will soon be ready
for you to solve! Mr.Rex Dolphin is working on
the puzzle. p

More apologies! This time to Mr.Wilfred Derwin
for the very short instelment of his splendid
article on George Marsden Plummer in No.3. We
trust he will not be diseppointed with the space
allotted to him in this issue.

Welcome to yet another new member for the S.B.(}.
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Olub (25) John Hermem, 51, Burleigh Gerdens,
Southgsete, London, N.i4
Osn you write an originel article on some fs-—

peot of Bleke lore? We still want more contribu-
tors, so get those writing instruments out please;

We heve pleassure in presenting sn extremely
informetive article from the pen of lMr.Eric Fayne
of Surbiton, Surrey. This member of the Blake
circle has mede & study of the stories written by
Pierre Quiroule who was responsible for the splen-
did Granite Grent and Madamoiselle Julie series,
end his article on "the rolling stone" of Bleke
fietion should plesse 8ll our readers. 4s a kind
of prologue to this article I should like %o
quote & few passsges from a letter received from
the suthor of the stoxies by Mr.F e ending with
my ‘own personsl viewe on his remsarks.

Pirstly, 'Pierre Quiroule' says:

"That you should &t last heve .obtained a copy
of my first Granite Gremnt story "The Case of the
King's Spy" re&ther-dismeys me. I remember it only
es 8 very poor effort,, deliberstely 'writiten down
to the youthful mentelity' of my readers - so it
wes then urged upon me. Afterwards I was allowed
more lstitude. I married Grant off with the
thought that that was the end of him, but was re-
mueated to re-introduce the character and so hed
disereetly to dissolve his efrly metrimonial ad-
venture — hoping that none would remember it".

In his article which you are soon to read,
Mr.Payne is puszled &s to what happened to Grtmt'g
wife after that first story end the sbove is P.Q'Sd.
explenstion. Later in the letter he says:

fiNo, I do not think the spirit will ever move

me again to resusticate Grant and Julie. Tt may
be just as well, for the ereatures of one's imag-
ination mset also go the way of all flesh togethen
with the mortality of human hopes end +the Pugaoity




105

of humen schievement. Besides, the S5.B.L. no lan-
ger offers adequate scope for my creative insti-
nots which these riper yeeras of my life with their
more matured philospphy dememd".

Mr.Ouiroule alsoc made reference to the Sexton
Blake film adapted from one of his stories. This
picture "Sexton Blake, end the Hooded Terror" had,
he says, its premiere &t the Ritz Oinema in Lei-
cegter Square and was & money meker for the film
company , but not so mich for the humble author.

The illustrated brochure describing this film
was inecluded with Mr.Quiroule's letter and is most
interesting to peruse. George Gurgon played Blske
end the shief rogue by eminent Ted Sl ter.Julie
wes pleyed hy Greta Gynt, snd it is mest interest-
Ing to note that Grant was portrayed David Par-
rar, who, in later yeers, was to ast the part of
Bleke himself! I was partieularly interested to
see that Pedro was played By 'himself', this in-
dicating that a real Pedro did once exist.

£11 this information is very interesting, +
iculerly in the light of cur fortheoming artiecle,
but I mst oconfess that as a follower of Blake
stories for over 20 years snd & grest lover of the
Grent/dulie series, I wes 8 little perturhed &t
the attitude taken by Pierre Quiroule. Regrettably
he has followed the exesmple of the onee popular °
Edwy Searles Brookes, in desiring that his cher-
asters of earlier dsys should best be forgottien,
this despite the increasing demsmnd for old oopies
of the S.B.L. oontaining his works and the ro-
quests from readers for & return of their favour-
ite cheracters. Under his resl neme, W.W.Sayer,
this euthor has recently published a book called
"The Nemises Club" (Wright & Brown 7/6) &nd hoving
reed this I cennot esy that I noticed any chenge
in the 'ereative instinots' of his work. To my ming
the new book was mea'eli & poor copy of those ex-
cellent Blake stories he once penned smnd in no way
was it ean improvement on innumerable other Blake
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stories I heve read. Personally I should think
that it would please Mr.Quiroule to try and re-
trieve Sexton Blake from the rut in which some of
the modern authors have placed him rather than
leave the character who helped him to feme, to a
very uncertain future. The S.B.L. offers unlimited
soope for it features a detective who, if he hsad
proper treatment would probably regain his past
populari end bamish for good some of those newly
created sleuths who are but very poor copies of
s H.M.Bond.

Mske sure of your eopy of No.5 of the "C.D."
end read the splendid articles ineluded therein.

PIERRE QUIRCOUIE

Pierre Quiroule - the "Rolling Stone" - a very
appropriate pen-name for a writer whose stories
carried his reeders, in imagination, all over the
world, from the Frozen North to the South Sees,
from the Wild West to the stio Orient. A fine
suthor, in my opinion no other writer of Sexton
Blaeke ever equalled the high stenderd of Pierre
Quiroule. His work can be placed in the same class
as that of Agathe Christie emd Preemen Willis
grof‘l;s, the accepted leading ordime-writers of the

ay.

His choioe of English was slways beyond orit-
ioism - & faot which no doubt socounted for the
faet that his stories apgealea. to the more intel-
1i + readers of the S.B.L. He never used sen-
sation for sensetion's sake, nor did he ever meke
use of sleng, Americenisms, or bad lengusge -
faets whioh mey have lessened the eppeal of his
stories to the errand boy fraternity. His plots
were olear-out, with n%g:e , intrigue, and romens
oleverly interwoven. proeess o Blake's reas-—
oning wes given mimutely - built up step by step,
end holding the render enthralled until the myster]

was solved several chapters before the end of the |
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yarn. So intense was the interest until the solu-
tion was expleined, that the closing chapters,
where the eriminels were brought to justice; often
seemed something like am antielimax. 4nd if oco-
ineidence often snssisted Blske in his resso y
the build-up was so cleverly done, thet few would
critieist it.

Maybe Pierre Quiroule's style was a tiifle
flamboysnt at times, but never outrsgeously so. He
often used the "flashback" method of writing -
for instance, st the end of one chapter Blake would
tind 2 body, and the following chapter would wind
back the hours and follow the victim of the orime
until he came by his death. fnother mrumerism,
rother infuriating at times, I must admit, wes to
give one chapter on Bleke, the next on Gronite
Grant, the third on Tinker, the next on Julie, mnd
80 on, lesving each in turn ot & prrticularly
drematic moment. This episode style of writing ©
chepter on each cheracter in succession, is rrther
carried to excess by Dr.Cronin in some of his books

Some reeders may criticise Pierre Quiroule as
being unduly descriptive. So was Sir Walter Scott.
But these descriptions were alwsys pleaseantly writ+
ten, and full of vivid interest and only the most
shallow of readers would be tempted to skip port-
ions. How clearly Quiroule made us see the Rue de
Ravenne, with the unpretentious ¥o.10, the stuc-
coed front giving no indication of the unostents-
tlous oppulence within. His many descriptions of
the "Damfigsk Room" were unsurpassed. Magnificsnt
ben-pictures! His character studies were ams per-
fact as his descriptions of places. His wes the
ideal Sexton Bleke, quiet, dignified, well-educat—
ed, and sound of reasoning, with @ deep sense of
humour which was never in bad teste. His Tinker
was little more than & lad - a lovable 1ad - eager
plucky, and very devoted to his famour messter for
whom he carried a profound admiration, very dif-
ferent from the "pub—orawling little horror" or
"cocky young man-sbout-town" of more reccent storied
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by less capeble writers.

Granite Grant, big-boned, loose-limbed, with
"queer blue eyes" & superb character study. Mlle.
Julie, still in her early twenties, but & women of
the world. "Who she was, from where she had come,
the secret of her immense wealth - all these thing
were matters for mere speoulstion and idle ocurios-
ity". Few would geainsay that Mlle.Julle, of the
red-gold hair, was the very greatest feminine char-
acter in the whole history of Sexton Blake.

The sure, master touch of the genius wes just
es apparent in the secondary characters of Pierre
Quiroule. Bertrand Ohsron, whose appesrance sug-
gested that he might be folded up and used as a
ping—-pong ball; Sir Vrymer Fane, pompous, but grim-
ly efficient; Dr.Beiley, the dry little scientific
medico; Inspectors Bramley snd Frenton, both types
of Scotland Yard officers who did not "pull" with
the private detective; even iirs.Bardell was the
dear old lady of our idesals.

Pierre Quiroule wrote every one of the Grent-
Julie stories, with one exception, of which more
enon.

The first of these Secret Service stories
appeared gbout 1919. It was entitled "The Case of
the King's Spy". I read it for the first time,
only recently, end I received & shogk. For at the
end of it, Grenite Grant married a besutiful act-
ress. She never appeared in En:li subsegquent story.
What happened to Mrs.gremt - whether she died, or
whether she ran away with the milkman, oennot be
gaid. Por ever after, Grant was the perfect bache-
lor, there was more than a suggestion of remonce
between him and the besutiful French girl spy, end
in ome story he proposed merriage to her. So even
gh:r‘gig—Mnad Englishnrd hed a skeloton in his oup-

o -

Medemoiselle Julie made her initial appearance
in the second story of the series -~ "The Mysteri
Wireless Mesasge". For many years I have sadverti-
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sed without result, for this story which I have
never read. In pmy opinion, the finest ynrm of thd
entire series wes "The Mystery Box", one of the
few in which the action did not move out of Brit-
ain, It was twice published in the S.B.L. Origin-
elly it told of the search for the "Bismrrck Mem-
oirs". When it was re-printed in the middle thir-
ties, the name of Bismarck was omitted zmd the
reference was to the Memoirs of r "certain German
Choncellor". Probably this was due to the Raspu-
tin case, when & filn company was sued for, ond
had to pay, huge denoges to the reletives of the
Russien Monk, who was supposed to have been maligd
ned in the film.

A particuler charm of the Quiroule stories wng
that they told ebout actusl places rmd countries.
I remember only once the use of o Ruritmnion cou-
ntry - Gothnia - in one of the writer's lost taled
for the I.ibmrﬁy. In one story, "The Case of the
Six Bleck Dots", Julie appesred solo, incidentnlly
one of the best stories of the series, snd re-pub-
Hs%}ad later under the title of "The Missing Aviad
toxr".

After "The Blrck Limousine" which appenred in
the niddle twenties, and featured Bertrand Chrron
(neither Grent nor Julie wes in this story), the
Secret Service stories ceosed to sppecr.

Yeers passed by, smd after continual pressure,
the Editor wrote me that he hed arrenged for Gront
end Julie to appear ogain, and that the first
story would be "The Men from Tokio". In the year
which had passed since "The Black ILimousine" & ne
fecture in the S5.B.L. was the publication of the
author's names to each story, sn nct of justice
long overdue. So, when *The Man from Tokio", by -
Warwick Jardine nppesred, it was noturnlly assumed
that he was the writer of all the Grenite Gremt
yorns. That is, one assumed it, until
through the first chnpter. But to enyone who knew
the original series well, it was soon olesr thot
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"The Men from Tokio" was & "sub" story. The style
was completely different, the beloved characters
were entirely false to type.

In justice to Mr.Jardine, who is no doubt ex-
cellent in his own field, it rust be mentioned
that he used the Secret Service characters nt the
request of the Editor, snd with full pernission
fron the creator of the characters.

This "sub" story evoked a storm of protest,
and the Editor commenced to re-publish the early
stories. The first of these wAs "Deszd Mon's Dinry",
by Pierre Quireule". Tt was f re-print of "The
Secret of the Frozen North", which hed appenred
some twelve years before. Therenfter, with the
exception of a few of the very enrly storles, every]
one of the originsl series was re-published, us-
ually under its original title. One exception in
the nmatter of titles, wna "The Mystery of the Lost
Battleship”, which for some unknown renson was re—
nemed "The Heyrma lystery®. It was nlways o ry-
stery to me why "The Cese of the Turkdish Agreenent!
was ondtted from the re-prints. It wes one of P.Q'd.
best.

In 1938-39, Pierre Quiroule wrote & number of
new stories introducing the famous characters,
though two, at least, had originslly appeered in
shorter form, in the Union Jack. P.Q. took the old
U.d. stories, extended the plots, edded dialogues,
and new situations, introduced Julie, and the
lengthened stories resulting were published in +the
S.B.L.

Inoidentally, though Pierre Quiroule wrote all
the Grent yarns in the U.J., Julie never appeared
in that paper. A pity!

About 1937, one of these Secxet Sexrvice storde
was made as 8 f1lm, and distributed by Metro Gold-
%n Meyer, under the title of "Sexton Blake and
the Be&irded Doetor". erre Quiroule adapted his
|stnr_{, and wrote the sc 0, and Greta Gynt made
'a splen

did Mlle.Julie.
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The last P.Q. story eppeared in the S,B.L.
soon after the outbreak of war. The return of
Grant and Julie to the Idibrary is long overdue.
Let us hope that Mr.Pierre Quiroule msy soon find
time to write another of these entrencing stories
for our edification. What a pity thet he did not
give us one of Mlle.Julie, working in the Rue de
Revenme, for the Free French movement, and trying
her feminine wiles and her breath-taking besuty
on Himmler or Goering, in the Damssk Room.

I VISIT BAKER STREET

No.l. Part 2.

"hy" asked the detective, "are you from York-
‘shire?".

"No" I replied, "I come from Gerdiff, but I
have certain smount of interest up North seeing
that my ?o-editor of the peper I represent lives
in York."

"Indeed" remarked Blake, "so you &re not mere-
ly a representetive but an editor as well. What is|
this mysterious paper called, anyway, and who is
your friemnd?"

"Well," I emswered, perhaps a trifle timidly,
"my friend's name is Leckenby emd our peper, which
was gtarted as & substitute for the S.P.C. is
called "The Collector's Digest". Sexton Blake
puffed at his pipe.

"I should like to seec & copy of that paper of
yours" he-sald. "I used to be very interested in
the articles desling with myself in the S.P.C.
Incidentally I am not without kmowledge of Mr. Leokt-
enty, quite spart from the fact of my having rend
some of his articles".

While Blake had been spemicing I had been draw-
ing & copy of our No.l from my pocket and at his

lest remark T locked up with snstonishment, |
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"fou surprise me, Sir" I exclaimed, "ry friend
has never hinted that ...."

"0h, I don't mean that we have met" returned
Bleke swiftly, "1t just happens thet his neme
cropped up in éomnection with a certain suicide
cage while I happened to be in York on ry wey t©
the village in which the crime I mentioned jua'l:
now took plece."

"T remember," I snid, "he did teel me somethin|
ebout it, in faet he rather fancied hinmself as s
enateur Sexton Blake at the time and did ssy that
the" experience he had reminded hin of some of your
own".

The detective aniled and applied another netch]
to his brisr. "I wonder why ¥ work should remind
anyone of enything" he sald, “believe me, young
men, detec-tive work is not half so glanorous in
actuel fact'.

"Don't tell me thet your cases haven't been
recorded truthfully" I said regretfully, "I should
hate to heve my illusions shettered".

"Well, sonme of them have been bolstered up
guite & bit for the sake of extrs thrills for the
reader" Blake replied, "but nost of those I have
reed have been bagieally true".

He held out his hand for the copy of the "C.D.
"Hin," he turmed over the pagea slowly, "& special
section devoted to nyself, eh?" /is the Man fron
Baker Street read 'thrcugh "Blakiane" a slow snile
spread over his froe. 1ly he f$urned over 'to
'bhe lagt page =mnd hsv-i:g eru.eed it, looked w

"Ouite o crediteble little effort" he renfrke
"is this the only copy out so far?"

"0h, no," I hurried to explain, "we've got our
No.2 j'u.s't off the press, or should I sey the dup-
liecator".

"tnd whet do you wish fron mef"
"Well," I seid, "I hod oontenplated publi
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some first hand information regerding some of your
opponents and friends, those of whem we have read
so mach in the past."

"Well" replied the detective, "go shead and
ask me some questions end I'll see if I can grant
your wishes with some measure of success".

A thrill of exoitement ran through me amd a
hundred and one gquestions resred themselves in my
mind. Should I ask him 2bout Yvonne? Or Roxene¥®
Dare I mention Nigel Blake? Or should I gquestion
him about those criminals we all know so well?

&fter & pause I took the plunge.

"Whom do you consider your most formidable op-
ponent" I ventured, at the same time hazarding s
guess as to whom the crimonologist would name.
Bleke rested his head on the back of his saddlebag
cheir and a few smoke rings drifted ceilingwerds.

"I wonder of whom you are thinking" he said,
as though reaﬁin§ oy mind "maybe I shall diseppoint
you young man". "Poseibly" I replied, "but your
c:piﬁ.ion is naturally of the greetest importamce evén
80.

Blake seemed to think hard snd his eyed closed
In that minute or so that he remeined silent I
eould piecture & long line of evil characters reng—
ing themselves before his mind's eye. Finally he
spoke again. )

"Well," he-ssid, "taking a1l things into eon-~
sideration I think that Dr.Satire has the ﬁreatest
olaim to the distinotion of being my most demgerous
oe". . :

Now I must be candid. I hed slmost been cert—
&ln in oy mind that the reply would be so, snd may-
be I allowed this fact to sonvey itself to my faece
for Blake then said "Ah, I see that T have fulfil-
led Your belief", :

(Continued).
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GEORGE MARSDEN PIUMMER
by W.Darwin

-

Oontinued.

By this high sounding neme was Plummer known
in +the savege Riff country of Morocco, where he
edopted the Mahommedan religion and beosne a
trusted ally of the desert chieftain. Por many
yeers he lived in this wild spot, & fugitive from
Justiece, but sn important men in Abdel Krims &rmy.

In most of his eriminal enterprises Plunmer
was accompanied by & feminine accomplice. Two
nanes spring to my mind at the moment. Those of
Vali Meta-Veli who was I think his most frequent
pertner and Muriel Marl, hetter known as the Gang
Girl. DMuriel, once a filn ster and &s tough a
ledy ®ss ever bossed o crook gang, entered the
stories in somewh&et more recent times. There nay
have been other women in Plummer's life, for this
handsone loo orininal seened to favour ferrin-
ine oconpani Pe.

4t sore time in his eventful 1ife George Mars-
den Plummer had been of all things & Detective Ins-
pector at Scotland Yard, a rather strange, one-
tinme occupetion for this daring criminal sdvent-
urer. I aﬁmﬂd inagine he found the routine work
of & poliee officer very dull. In fact it is dif-
fioult to reconoile Plumner the eriminel with Plun-
ner the poligenen.

I see G.M.P. as the world wendered snd orimin-
al adventurer as described by G.H.Teed, not the
Seotlend Yerd men of emrlier deys. The renegrde
Englishnen of countless thrilling adventures snd
heirbreadth eseapes fron the law, who hed the
whole world as his hunting ground, will alweys be
oy favourdite oharacter.

We heve resd of George Mersden Plurmer in
queer corners &nd in diverse circumstences, but
up in the world or down, he never seened to lose
his old self-assurrnce or his sbility to put over
sorne smert piece of villainy. His confliets with
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the Beker Street Deteoctive heve been numerous and
haeve filled & good neny peges of the good old
Union Jrck, ns well mRs countless nunbers of the «
Sexton Bleke Librery.

Though G.H.Teed who put George Mersden Plunner
in the forefront of ster charccters, hrs prased
on, leaving us with neny regrets, he hns left be-
hind these nenories. All nasterpieces of story
telling and sone of the finest yrrms ever printed
in & story perper.

It nicht be of interest at this point to men-
tion a certain Union Jack reader who hrwing prssed
a difficult school examinstion attributed his suc
cess to his resdinz of Sexton Blaske stories. Whnt
I =nn trying to point out in re-calling this 1ittls
iten which nctunlly appeered in the form of n letq
ter to the Editor in Union Jrok's correspondence
colurm is the educntional velue of Teed's work.
These yarns are indeed s Geogrephy Lesgon in then-
selves. Alnost every eountry in the world has bee:
visited by this suthor's pen. €hina, Morocco, theT
East Indies =md neny others hsve forned ~ beok-
ground for these stirring detective stories.

It is not easy to forget such a brilliant
author or the character he nade fanous. Ulhese werd
indeed stories to renenber.

Lnswers to Sexton Blaske Quis No.l

1l. Dr. Satira,

2. Snoith. Tewis Jackson.

3. Berry Perowne.

4. Lobangu.

5. The CUase of the Crinmson
Uonjuror. Gwyn Evens.

6. The Zenith series.







