THE
MAY 1947 COLLECTORS 'lJ;oi..laL:lNoig.
June 1047 DIGEST Post Proo







Vol.1l: No.5. MAY 1947
Price ls.ld. THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST Next Issue
Post Free Eaitor: June 1947

Miscelleneous Section
Herbert Leckenby,
Telephone Exchange,

C/o. Central Registry,
Northern Commend,

York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHATR:

When our substantial 4pril issue appeared we
said "this cennot happen &gsin". But it hss, for
here is No.5 with the seme generous offering,
moreover it appesrs two months earlier in the yesx|
Progressi Yet some of our contributors turning
over the psges mey say "Whet)! No sign of my art-
icle yet?" Well, we cen only crave their indul-
gence. The swindle revelstions take up & consider-]
sble emount of space, but we are sure it will be
admitted that these rmust be deslt with whilst they
are still news. That they make an illuminsting
atory, end in plsces sre amsing, is undenieble;
you will find the lstest developments in later
pages.

Now for more mpologies. There were a few errors
in No.4. These were no doubt due to thst misadvent-
ure of mine during the floods, end a2 weary hesnd
whilst re-writing the copy in the early hours. On
the last line of page 83 our clever young ertist
Mr.Robert Whiter wss cslled "Noel”, =nd on pege
90 Mr.Leslie Vosper's surneme sppesred sg "Jasper®l
Thirdly, lower on the same pege referring to Nr.
A1fred Horsey returning the surcherged letter to
Leicester, he wes made to say "There wes a strong
urge to do business" wheress it should heve resad
"that was & strenge way to do business". Iy humble
vpologics, you fellows. And now to the future.

My colleasgue sprang sn ides on me the other
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dsy . Meurice is alweys getting brain waves, and
this one mede me rub my eyes. For it was nothing
more or less then & suggestion for s COLLECTORS'
DIGEST AMNUAL, to be published at the end of the
yesr. He, moreover, had some of the contents al-
ready plenned out, lists of authors and ertists,
famous charecters. & record of boys pepers with
gtert-stop dstes, contributions from the profess-
jonels we hsve the good fortune to know, etc. ete.,
in fect, & veriteble Collectors' Bible, enything
from 75 to 100 peges, price in the region of 3s.hd,

VWell, our friends at the dupliceting sasgency
gey they could tackle the job. so the next thing
is to get YOUR opinion. It would help 2 lot if all
those in fevour would ssy in their next letter "Go
sheed" scconpenied by eny idess. I'll sey no more
here except to repeat that the credit for the pro-
posel goes entirely to my emcrgetic colleague who
presides over the "Blelkiene" section, snd helps &
good deel with mine.

Here's more good news. A short time &go I rec-
eived & bulky pecket and when I set eyes on its
contents it even made me forget Mr.Dslton‘s new
commendment "Thou shelt not Smoke”, which had just
sent me into & fit of depression. For the packet
conteined severel contributions from lMr.F.4ddingtox
Symonds, first editor of "The Chempion" — that send
gationel success when it mede its sppearsnce in
1922. One of the resl romances of the Street of
Adventure. One of these contributors "Personalitied
of the Post" gives some delightfully candid pen-
pictures of euthors and srtists you all lmow:
Gwyn Evens, Coutts Brisbsme, A.S.Hardy, J.H.Valds;
you will know them better when you heve resd this
article. It will be & ster attraction in No.A.

Did you know The Collectors' Digest had been
mentioned on the sir? Well, it has! You'll see
something sbout it on snother psge. We've been in
the hends of the police, now the neme of our mag.
ie heerd by millions. No so bed for & new-comer!
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Finelly, we are heppy to present a new sketoh
by Mr.Robert Whiter. I mede & few suggestions to
him and lo! the sketch wes on my desk within four
deys. We think he has excelled himself. 0ld-timers
will have no difficulty in recognising the trio at
the top: for the benefit of the younger generetion
they represent faithfully, Jeck, Sem end Pete, popq
wlsr charecters of yesteryesr. The others reqQuire
no explaining.

Yours sincerely,

Tl e Banglion. © ™1
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: :

Single copies ls.ld post frees Three copies
3s8.3d post free. Six copies hs.hd post free. Post-
gl Orders to be mede paysble to H.Ieckenby, &t
York, un-crossed.

WENTED: Thrillers. Meny numbers required. Good cont
ition essentiel. Please state price required.dohn
W.Gocher, Jun., Victorias Cottsge, Constitution Hill,
Sudbury , Suffolk.

WANTED: Nos.12,13,14,15 Monstexr Idbrary, slso Meg-
net No.1672 of 1940. Must contain map of Greyfrisrg.
Jeck Cook, 178 Marie Street, Benwell, Newcastle.

COMIC PAPERS WANTED, 1890-1914: Comic Cuts, Ohips
Funny Cuts, Worlds 6011110, Funny Wonder, Lerks,
Comic Home Jourmel, Big Budget, Halfpenny Comic,
Coloured Comic, Jester end Wonder, Butterfly, Puck
I.g:i o' Pun. Harris, Cewbton, Llanrhos Roed, Lland-
udno.

WANTED: Boys Comic, Boys of Englesnd, Young Men of
Great Britain, Femily Herald and Supplement, Stev-
ens 3d & 64 Megazine of Fiction, Bow Bells, Half-
penny snd Penny Miscellany, London Journsal. 4.W.
%Egsgn, 11, Rever Street, Clerkenwell, London,

FOR S&IE: Bundle of 100 Nelson Iees in Bulk. What
Offers. L.Vosper, 13 Kinlet Rd. London, S.E.18.
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Most of our reeders will be familier with the
work of this, our lestest, contributor, F.N.Wesring.
Hig first srticle for the C.D. concerns & gentle-—
men with & reputetion second to none, so we feel
sure you will be interested when Mr.Wesring says:-—

A FEW WORDS 4BOUT SWEENEY TODD

Isgued in Mid-Victorien days, probebly one of
the most sought for bloods published in penny
weekly numbers is "Sweeney Todd, the Demon Berber
of Fleet Street™. lMost strenge =nd veried are the
tales concerning Sweeney Todd end from time to timd
much discussion had erisen in literary circles as
to the origin of the person himself, the story snd
pley. £s s metter of fact no sbsolute record of
guch 8 personage or erime exiats in oriminsl eunsld.
4 belief thet Sweeney Todd wes executed st Tyburn
long preveiled, but it is sepparently unfoundel.
There is & copy of "Sweeney Todd", & most delectabld
publication, in the British Museum, &nd founded on
this work there wes produced & dreme &t the Brit-
tanie Thestre by Frederick Hazelton, the stock
writer of "The 014 Brit". It has been suggested
thet the lste George f%gustus Sals wrote this penny
dresdful emongst msny others that emsnated from
his pen in his e&srly days. We know, from the &sccou-
nts thet are hended dovm to us, there wes st leaatl

& substrstum of fact in the sbsolute existence of
& berber who dwelt in Pleet Street &nd whose ceree
wea not free from suspicion. As the story goes it
shows how Sweeney Todd hed = shaving cheir fixed
to & revolving trap whieh had & similar cheir
stteched benesth, so thet whichever side was shown
the position of the ohsir end its appesremce were
the same. Whenever & customer who ceme into the
shop seemed worth robbing the berber would indicatd
to him the fmtsl sert, lather his frce, snd then
retire under the pretext of fetching his rrzor, to
en rdjoining room where wes the crrnk retusting thj
debolicrl cpprretus. Then suddenly the cheir would
turn helf s gsomersrult. hurling the ocouprnt into
r. cellrr fifteen feet deep, rnd powed with shexrp
edges of stune plewdd in » perpendiculsr position.
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If the fell aid not kill the vietim outright this
rgreerble Demon Brrber descended rnd finished the
job with & regzor or & lmife. The bodies were dis-
posed of by his confederrte, Mrs.Lovitt, who kept
¥ pie shop next door in Bell Yrrd, closec to Temple
Brr. Populsr rumour is supposed to heve suggested
thet the berber's vietims were mede into pies rmd
seusrges, fnd this idea is fully sustrined in #t
leest two dremrs that were seturlly performed on
the London stege. There wes one Barstick, & famous
berber in business in Drury Lane, who supplied much
matter to J.T.Smith for his work "The Ancient Top-
ography of London" who only casually mentions the
Fleet Street barber, and yet his reference is not
without & sinister suggestion. He makes specisl
mention of the women barbers who committed shameful
crimes in Drury Lene in the deys of Charles the
Second, snd who certeinly robber their victims.
"Sweeney Todd" the drame wes based upon a story
celled "The String of Pesrls" which ren as a serial
in Lloyd's "People's Periodical and Femily ILibrary!
1846-T7. The first drama on the subject was written
by George D.Pitt the suthor of such lively pieces
ags "The Drunkards Doom' end "IMerismme - the Child
of Cherity", end wes revived meny times et the
"0ld Brit." In the tale of the "String of Pearls’®
which is definitely ststed to have been founded on
fact. 4 seilor, who wes known to possess this
string of gems, which he wore beneath his blouse or
blue jacket, was given swey by some women who had
seen the pearls. Jeck hed intended them for his
sweetheert but he was murdered for their velue, amnd
this is the real origin of the story of "Sweeney
Todd"-the Demon Barber of Fleet Street", issued in
1883 by Charles Fox, 48 penny numbers, with senpe-
tion&l illustrations.

WANTED: Lists, Prices: esrly Dreadnoughts, Boys'
Friends, and Complete old boys' books. Henry J.H.
Bsc:tlett, Pess Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport,Dor—
set. :
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The Istest sbout the Swindles
Pesrgon Still Activel
"Cergteirs — Merrivale” Moves to Tondon!

Enter
"Gereld St.Clsir" snd "Hugh lMontgomery"
THE "C.D." HEIPS AGAIN!

This story seems never ending, more cases hev-
ing been reported to us, concerning both Pearson
of Leicester snd the roving recketeer with s flair
for ecrlislle names, opereting in the South. There
is resson to believe, however, thet they =sre not
finding it 88 luerative a business ss they did, en|
for this we think the "C.D." can cleim part of the
credit. Here is the record of recent events.

In our legt issue we smounced briefly some
drametic developments. One concerned e letter we
had received from lr.John Mederoft telling us thet
Pearson wes working the seme racket 2s long ego ss
1933, and that he got three months imprisonment &s
e gonsequence. Then we hesrd from Mr.T.Satchell
that he hed been interviewed by the police for &
couple of hours concerning Pesrson. They knew a
good de&l sbout this gentlemsn, so much so, thet
we would have thought en end would hfave been put
to his letest activities ere this. However, it mey
be that it is & cese of their methods being slow
but sure. Incidentally the C.I.D. expressed great
interest in our speeisl number.

Next, we were just in time to state that & well
known collector hed sent "Merrivele® £25, We cem
now reveel thet this wes Mr.Fred Bottomley of
Tottenhem, and we now go on to relste whet hos
happened since No.4 went to press.

Just as we were sbout to meil thet issue we
received a letter from Mr.Bottomley s&ying he had
received sn assurence from Merrivale thet every-
thing was 2lright, end he would be receiving the

o

books very shortly. Well, for lir.Bottomley's seke
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we hoped he would, even if it put us in an swhkwerd
position. We were so convinced however, thet we hed
made no mistake, that we did not delsy dispatch
of the copies. Here is the sequel.

On 15th April, we received another letter from
Mr.Bottomley. It started thus: "You were right.
'Merrivele’ is & swindler all right. Heve just hed
a letter to him returned by the Post 0ffice endor-|
sed 'Gone eway'."

Yes, Merrivele has left Bristol sll right end
if the Post Office or the police wamnt to lmow where
he proceeded to we osn tell them, es we shall show
in & moment.

Mr.Bottomley enclosed two letiers, one of these
wes signed "Spencer Merrivele" - steted to be the
brother of Lencelot. Quite an eristocretic sort of
Pamily, srn't they? Well, just weit ewhile. "Spen-
cer" explained that brother "Lencelot" had depsrted
for Harrogete to take the waters for his rheumeti
just before lir.Bottomley's letter srrived. (In pss
sing "Spencer" spelt Herrogete with & "w' just es
did "Lancelot" - perhaps &t Mearlbrough, or which-
ever publia sohool they were educeted they were
better at sports them lessons). He had been in
touch with his brother by 'phone and he oould assure
Mr.Bottomley thet the moment "Lemcelot" returned
the books would be dispatched. He (Spencer) knmew
they werec 81l reedy. Note that subtle reference to
Harrogate, fevourite resort of retired colonels,
wealthy meiden ledies, and tired business men. All
very convineing end shrewd if you didn't know
Merrivele's little gemes.

But we say without fear of contradiction thet
"Lencelot" never went to Harrogste, for with the
aid of & different pen-nib, he wrote thet letter
himself. So exit "Spencer" end as a matter of
fact "Lancelot" also, for on leaving Bristol he
%eft his "Lancelot Percival Merrivale" behind him,

oo.

We will leeve him here to report that a little

— (y—
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prior to receiving lMr.Boittomley's letter we had
also received one from Mr.Arthur Hearris, of Lland-
udno, owner of that famous collection of amateur
jourmals, stating thet he hed unfortumsetely made
the =cqueinfance of "Miass" Pesrson, wa&y back in
February, snd wes poorer by £5 in consequence. It
weg the ssme story except that in his case the
departed brother hed left & lesrge quentity of
comics, the papers lMr.Harris had adverjised for.
"She did not reslly Xmow much about them. She was
only & young women but & friend had told her they
were really of value”. Mr.Harris, not knowing of
the other cases at the time, found the letter so
convinecing that he perted with his money. However,
he too, hes now been interviewed by the police.

Now comes enother drametie development. In the
"Exchenge snd Msrt" for 12th Aipril, there sppeared
two edvertisements for "Magnets". We hsd not the
soguaintence of either of the advertisers, but we
thought it just ss well to give them a warning.
Consequently, & copy of G.D. No.4, was sent to esch
with & covering letter. Here is the sequel.

On 15th April we received & leotter from Mr.Resaf
of Chathem, one of the &advertisers. It started likg
this: "Never wes I so glad to get & letter ss when|
I received yours this morning." Yes, he hed been
epproéched - with & vengence, for he enclosed somse
letters. The now feudilisr writing of Pesrson, still
in & feminine role, ceught our eye. The esudsoity of
this crook leaves us bresthless. It would &ppesr he
does not find the recket &s lucrative &8s he did
formerly, for sfter writing on 3rd April and Tth
Aprdil, he went to the expense of & telegram on the
10th urging dispatch of cash at once, as Mr.Read
wes hesitating. Well, Pesrson is still weiting.

But that wasn't 81l1. Mr.Read enclosed snother
letter concerning snother tempting offer, signed
with & new neme to us, and written from 89 Talbot
Rosd, London, W.2. on Tth April. We oouldn't re-
8isgt 2 smile when we read it for though the neme
wes new the story was the now oh so familiar one o
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the 'old ogk chest', full of Megnets, Gems and
S.0.Library's. Osrsteirs - Merrivele hed surpassed
himgelf, for the signsture wes now - Ye Gods! — -
Gereld St. Clair! Verily he is advencing in the
social scsle. When next we hear of him we ghall
expeot to find him in possession of & title, pro-
viding Fete doesn't step in and he becomes merely
e number.

dnyhow, five minutes sfter receiving Mr.Read's
letter we were talking to him on the 'phone &nd he
goon knew all sbout "Gereld S5t.0lsir", Yes, the
Roving Reacketeer had depsrted from Bristol 211
right. By the wey, his collection seems to be sub—|
stentielly reduced, he hes now only 250 Gems end
188 S5.0.Libs. We wonder where the others have got
to.

Well, that's the story up to the moment of
writing. Probsbly we shell heve a postseript to
add. We had hoped to hear of drasstic police sction
ere this, but surely thet cemnot be long delsyed.
If we do hear of emy such developments between
dispatch of this issue end the preparing of the
next we shall be tempted to send out amother 'mpect
ial circuler'.

STap S:

ersteirs-Merrivele-S5t.0lair — is now High
Montgomery . An emising reply he got will appesr
in No.A. Look out for it.

WANTED: Nelson Lees, lst New Series. Nos.20-43 in-
clusive. For Ssle: or Exchenge — number of School-
boys Own. E.McPherson, 80 Benedict Street, Glaston}
bury, Somerset.

POR SAIE: 24 Plucks, Vol.1l(1-26) 1922. Bound.

, Vols.Bound, 1913,1914 & 1915. Holiday &nmuels
1923 & 1937. 36 Schoolboys Own Iib. between 189 =nd
313. Bound Vol. 40 Thrillers. H.Dowler, 86 Hemilton
Roed, Longsight, Msnchester. .

WANTED: Aldine Pubs. Turpins, Duvals, etc. Lendy
4 Nuneeton Roed, Degenhem, Egsex. ? ;
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TTER B

We esre heppy to publish snother letter from
Frenlk Richerds, with further proof of his versatiJ
elity, end keep your eyes on Odhems.

Tth April,1947.
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Meny thenks for your letter this morning
with the "Digest", which I hasten to esoknow-
ledge. It grows better end better: though cer-
t&d I wes very shocked to read sbout col-
lectors coming up sgeinst the underworld. I
could never heve dresmed that old Gems snd Mag-
nets would heve ettracted the sttention of
recketeers. I seem to remember seeing in "Bx-
chenge end Mart" thet they have & gy atem of
holding the stskes, &s it were, to cnsure feir
dueling to both sides: so if guch purchases
wepre cbrried out through the peper. everything
would heve to be &bove board. It is rather
risky sending money to strangers: though I must
admit thet I should not have thought of it in
this ocommection, but for the erticle in C.D.

No, I don't seen to have sny news, exoept-
ing thet the “"outs" seem to have slowed up
everything everywhere. I hope to see our old
fot friend in Mey: &nd I heer that new Tophems
end St.0live's will soon be chez Woolworth;
while "Pie", of course, goes on for ever, but
other things seem to be in & comatose state -
owing to the ups end down in industry ~ that
is, the hold-ups end the slow-downs! One must
hope that this business of outting everything
end everybody will not be oarried ‘o the Chin-
ese length of "demth by & thousemd outs"..

To tell the truth, of late I heve been giv-
ing Remington &m ocomsional rest =ad gravita-
ting to Bechstein. Sometimes T used to write
songs in the prehiatoric dsys before the lat
Wer, end now I am delly with the didea of &n
incursion into Tin Pam . So instead of the
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olick of the typewriter, the sir here is often
filled with oonsccutive fifths and esugmented um-
pteenths.

The public have hed & narrow escape of & Bun=
ter pioture-strip in a deily paper. The Feature
Editor osme to see me, and we osme to E happy
egreement on the subjeot — when the A.P. butted
in emd queered the pitch. I wish they would fore
get my existence! I should be so happy to forget
theirs!

By the way, perhaps you may be interested to
heer thet I heve written & short "Bunter" story
to go into & collection of short stories to Dbe
published by Odhems. It is cslled "Billy Bunter,
£ Booby-Trep". When the book will eppear is
still on the kmees of the Gods.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

. . .

When we published Mr.Roger Jenkin's little itep
ngt . Frenk's versus the Rest" we rsther expected &8
lot of protests from "N.L.L." fens, but we ezn
truthfully stete thet we did not expect such =
strong reply es thet given by Olive Simpson. He
commences: —

It isg difficult to imagine that Mr.Jenkin's
article wes not written with tongue in cheek delibf
erately to provoke. It would sppear thet he hes
rcad no more then & few odd copies of the W.L.L.
end those either very eerly or very lete. I em
rether surprised that the editors of the G.D.shoulf
allow such & welter of helf truths to sppesr in
the guise of informed opinion. Answering the ameiz
ing stetement that "more them 90% of N.L.L. stor-
ies were 'teec yarns" I suggest that smyone with
gufficient leisure exsmine the 300 issues from No.
463 (014 series) to No.194 (lst New Series). Of
these I oen find no more then 20 which rpproximete
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to the deseription "a bend of crooks", etc. Thus
R.M.J. is within 83% of accuracy, about a fair
meagure of his article as a whole. Few have enjoyed
C.H's. stories more tham I but why must current
Heprdltoniens affect such a superiority over their
fellows? Why should St.Prenk's stories have been
based "upon Greyfriars"? What indeed WERE they
based upon, pure and original historical resesrch
or inspired gemius? Would it be heresy to say that
school stories were being written before the Hamil-
ton era? That the St.Frank's stories succeeded
is obvious from the N.L.L's. run of sixteen years
and the fact thet the S.0.L. was increased by
enother monthly volume to cover St.Frenk's reprints.
UTack of realism" Mr.Jenkins? Think of the various
up-to-date series esppesring in the N.L.L. dealing
with archaeology, the bost race, the Test Matches,
ete. ete. So Mr.Brooks went to "fentastic lengths"
and his stories hsd "wesk characterisation". These
sccepted Facts, es lir.Jenkins calls them form gub-
ject for a full-dress debate, snd I think sadly of
such writers mss H.@.Wells, Jules Verne &nd Conon
Doyle being swept into the basement by R.J.M's big
bass broom.

Perheps Handforth did owe his inception to
Coker partially, but to say that the fully develop;
ed personality bore any resemblance is absurd.

I suggest that the series dealing with Hand-
forth at St.Jim's wes a publicity stunt on the par
of the A.P. in an effort to boost up the sales of
a flsgging "Gem" since the N.L.L. was, &t the time
at it's zenith.

I should heve thought thet C.H's. work was
sble to stend on its own merits, but Mr.Jenkin's
obviously hes doubts in his mind else why try to
bolster up that suthor's works by bludgeoning that
of esnother. I feel that the C.D. should now pub-
lish a series of articles compering end contrast-
ing the St.Frank's stories with those referred to
by Mr.Jenkins. Let us thresh out each point thor—
oughly

T

L
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Pless®, Mesars.Bond & Leckenby, do demend &
more criticel stendpoint from your contributors,
end if they wish to be controversial, let thenm
give chapter and verse. I am not ashamed to sign
myself a loyal "Frenciscan" of more then 20 yesrs
stending

i Clive Simpson.
Note:

Owing to lack of svailable speace Mr.Simpson's
reply has had to be considersbly cut, but the mair
points of his article are e8ll contained in the
ebove. H.L.

s - .

E PUBUIUS UNUM
I am 8 St.Frank's Fen!

I read Mr.Jenkin's article "St..Frenk's versus
the Rest". Now to run true to form I oughtto re-
taliate by teking up my pen end slating this gen-
tlemen hip and thigh. Well, of course, how utterly
ridioculous.

Goodness knows I am en srdent sdmirer of our
revered Cherles Hemilton. As & schoolboy I read
"The Magnet", "The Popular", "The Gem", snd in
addition "The Schoolboy's Own Librery", from it's
inception until it's final demiss.

But I also resd, "The Nelson Iee Library" end
enjoyed thet too! Surely that's better them being
prejudiced? '

It was, as I have alreedy told in "The Story
Paper Collectsr" from one particular series of
"The Nelson Lee" that concermed the activities of
Ezra Quirke, thet I gained the inspiration to makd
the grade as professional megicisan. Amd if Mr.Jend
kins could sec but once, the hundreds of heppy,

1 children who often form my sudiences, and
find the same music in their delightful chuckles
wvhen I conjure for them, he would sgree, I foel
sure, that I end thousesnds of others do thus owe
a debt to Mr.Edwy Searles Brooks.
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The resders of "The Msgnet", of the "Gem", the
"Nelson Iee’ znd all other boys' journsls are all
links in & grest and binding chain. I visualise
esch of these sections as 8 link bearing it's own
particuler number, the whole as & great brother-
hood - shell we ssy "The Freternity of the Idnks"
with membership open to all who once were readers
and meny epplying for the coveted Cexrtificate of
Enrolment. B85

Why! the "Colleotor's Digest" might even become
the Praternity's official orgéen.

Yes, enough of thisaword orossing. Is there on
emongst us who will tske on & higher and nobler
task ?

Is there ? I wonder?

Iealie Vosper.

Leslie's letter has had to be cut, too, and
there were seversl other indignent comments from
loyal Leeites, which we regret we camnot find room
for. Now its up to you Roger.

By the way, does =zmyone know Mr.Brook's pres-
ent address? H.L.

To the Editor of the "G.D."
Dear Sir,

Vr.Simpson's reply to my letter shows thet
in et lesst one ca&se he misinterpreted what I
wrote. I wes not comparing Bunter to Falstaff
end Isgo, but seid that they were skin in one
respect: nanely - that we do not actuelly like
thern, though we find them interesting and admire|
the skill with which they are depicted.

In suggesting thet Mr.Hemilton is not & gen-—
iug, Mr.Simpson is completely in error. This
enthor's exeeptional ability to creeste almost
innumerable characters of very veried types
should ensure & permenent plese among the gre&t
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egt writers in English literature. Thet, in
fact, the litersry experts mai pase hin by &8l-
together is due %o the feot thet most of his
work sppeared in weekly papers — in which one
does not usually look for grest writing.

I deseribed Mr.Hamilton ss "the only truly
(mieprinted "truet) great writer" nesrly &ll of
whose stories were intended for young reeders.
Of the suthors mentioned by Mr.Simpson only
Lewis Cerrol is worthy to be ocompared with Me.
Hamilton. > 4

In conclusion, it is desirsble to mention
thet my criticism is not unbalsnced, es 1. Sim—
pson suggests. Muoh as I adnire these sochool
stories, there are meny grest works of srt -
not &1l literary - that heve given me even
grester plessure; such &s mch of Shakespesre,
Wegner's “"Ring", Mosert's Music, snd Jsmes
Joyce'!s "Ulysses".

Yours truly,
John R. Shew.

ind with Mr.Shaw's reply, we regret we mst
bring this controversy, sterted by "Pat!, to &
closge. H.L.

WANTED: Oertein esrly Megnets, Gems, FPluocks, es-
pecially Gems Nos.16,22,99 & 392. Would gledly
buy or exohenge. John R.Shaw, 4 Brunagwick Park,

gambt)erwell, London, S.E.5. (Iate of Colney Hatoh
ana).

WANTED: 1914 Megnets, cspeeislly Nos.332,336,337.

exo henge 'ﬂ'oa.329,3g0,333 of 1914. Coverless
feir condition. Would purchsse. B.Prime, 43 May-
field Rosd, Senderstesd, Surrey.

FOR SAIB: 6 Vols.Young Englend, 1888-1900. Vols.
Geptain, 1908,1911. Holidsy 4nmuals 1930. WANTED
Megnets pre-1929. W.H.Neate, Wenlock High Street,
Burmhen, Buoks.
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NO MIRACIES E GTED: Peir price alwsys paid for
parce 00. s' Owns, Megnet, Gem, lLee, Mon-
ster, Populsr, Friend, Realm, Greyfrisrs. Herald,
H.4., Young Britsin, eto. Joseph Baguley, Middle
Hill, Pensilve, Cormwell.

WANTED: A Sexton Bleke Bust, if price reasonable.
¥.4.Baxendele, 1 Vincent Street, Openshew, Man—
chester, 11.

WANTED: Gems and Magnets before 1930. Populars,

Jcxton Blske Iibraries of Granite Grant and Kes-

trel. Girls Friends, Homes and Readers. Butterfly,

ngrry & Bright. Eric Pmyne, 23, Grove Roed, Sur-
ton.

UNION JACKS: The following numbers wanted urgent-
1y: 1002,1003,1004,1005,1007,1009,1061,1065,1076,
1091,1134,1243,1245,1252, 1292,1294. H.M.Bond,

10 Erw, Rhiwbins, Cardiff.

Here ig still smother new contributor to our
Paper. His story of how he beceme soquainted with
Frenk Richerds, hes those sentimental nostalgic
touches sbout it collectors' love =nd meke them
sey — "That reminds me of ...." We hope lir.Cor-
bett will write for us sgain.

I UNEARTHED A GENIUS
by_Jack Gorbett.

Iike meny people who have read the famous "Mag
net" end "Gem", elso "Populer" pepers, the thought
of course, often srose in my mind - who is this
writer {or writers) that cer give us such & vivid
humen picture of schoolboy life?

When & boy of sbout 15, I often had the dreem
of writing to the "Greyfriera" amthor, dbut there
egain, the idea that "Framk Richards" was not the
resl nsme of the mysteriocus euthor deunted me; end
sgain, surely so lerge & concern &s the Amalgamete
Press mist have thoussnds of such admiring letters
which possibly mnever resched the author in person.

T
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So there it was, snd rather tham write amd try to
get ‘through to someone I greatly admired snd per-
haps get no reply, I dropped the whole ides.

Then some years later, long after:I had given
up those happy schoolboy stories, I was unwrapping
some goods &t my business when suddenly amongst
the peper I espied the word "Magnet". Just imsgine
my joy &t picking up e practically new condition
copy of the "Greyfrisrs" peper bearing the date
1940 which hed been in the bottom of the box. We
were, &t this time, ebout three yeers into the 2nd
world war end how wonderful to kmow thet the old
"Magnet" wes still going strong. (I hed yet to
learn of it's untimely sudden deeth on 18th May of
thet year).

Well, I carefully put the'f£ind" in my desk, emd
that evening took it home, eand, I edmit, rather
sheepishly welked into the sitting room with it emd
showed it to my wife. I explained how fine were
these stories, how humen nature lived like unto ref
'1ife, end where boys could, while enjoying a story
learn geogrephy, facts about the world, genersl
Iknowledge, ete; but, at thet time, my good lady
smilsd benevolently et me as though I had brought
her & copy of "The Rainbow" or "Tiger Tim". You seé
fy wife was, until then, one of the few people who
hed never read about Billy Bunter, but certasinly
thet copy of the "Magnet" mede s big change in her
life, for from thet dey I started to advertise for
back pumbers, any yeers I could get, of both the
"Megnet" emd the "Gem", finally deciding to con-
sentrate on the former.

Now this explemstion of how the "Msgnet" came T
to me in later years makes the keynote of this
article, for, with greater force then ever, the old
desire to get & word of thanks to the suthor of
Billy Bunter returned to me, By this time my .
advertisements hed met with much success, and my

wife end I sat round the fire reading Billy Bunter

[]

with more than contentment emd interest.
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Around this time. I learmed that in some meg-
azine & letter had been written regarding some mat-
ter and signed by the sathor of Billy Bunter, but,
elas, no proper eddress was given, only Kingsgete,
Eent (this informetion wes given by our oversess
pel W.H.Gender), end yague though it wes I penned
off & carefully thought out letter and hoped for
the best. Some two weéeks later ny wife received
from the postmen in & nonchelent menner a letter
bearing my neme in (whet hss since become very fam-]
ilisr) purple type.

With Billy Bunter, just et thet moment, far
from my thoughts, the latter was opened, snd, st
the foot of 2 neetly typed letter, wes the hend-
written signature of "Prank Richerds". Por some
few seconds I wes quite speechless, snd then execit-]
edly called my wife to look; we really found it
quite difficult to believe, but slowly the truth off
the letter wes sppsrsmt, and in a friendly humen
way I learned of the blow our suthor friend had
suffered, snd to whet en extent the sudden suspen-
sion of the "Magnet" had affected him. One phrese
in this letter stands out very vividly in my mind
when he refers to the "poor old'Msgnet"” end it's
humble suthor”. Poor old 'Magnet' snd it's humble
author indeed! Surely there is no collector in
this world who would sesy snything but the grand old]
'Megnet! end it's wonderful suthor.

The cordisel invitetion to ask any questions I
liked wes extended to me, snd the weloome words
made one glow with & feeling of pride, that gewe
& grester realiam to those wonderful "Greyfriars"
yerns in realising that after 811 Frank Richerds
was gtill with us, and only too eager to heer from
readers.

Needless to say, very soon after I wrote again,
end leasrned meny of the secrets, ineluding the
origin of the greet Arthmur Augustus D'4roy, the
origin of Billy Bunter's postal order, and how the
pleture of "Greyfriasrs" was firat inspired (by the
way, those who possess back numbers of our compen—
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jon peper the S.P.C. I would refer +then to my art-
jole "Frank Richards - the founder of '@reyfrisrs"
together with & poem, in the s ial “Greyfrisrs"
mumber). Some few deys later I wrote and told the
good news to Mr.Gemder, end was he thrilled!

I think that everyone who heard that Frenk
Richards was "still in the land" felt the same,
that greater reealism end intereat gurrounded thelir
fevourite hobby, knowing the genius who inspired
it was not inasocessible, &s ‘so meny suthors are.

Returning to our overseas collector, Iy . Gander 4
of course, contacted Billy Bunter's euthor, and
glso learned mmch. Then, I believe, other well
Imown collectors, including Mr.John Shaw, Mr.Leck-
enby, etc., esgerly expressed their praise end ocon-
gratulations to the "Greyfriers" founder, and one
end 811 hed pet questions to ask, which were all
enswered in & friendly, kindly, snd appreciative
wey . '

The mervellous realisation that readers lettery
were so welcome to so greaet a man is still the
golden thought to those who have written to our
literary friend. How meny less great authors end
ertists have never deigned to smswer, or bother
with, the lmmble reasder? This is the thing we &p-
preciete — that the PERSONAL personality of Frenk
Richards resches us, not just from sn agent or
secretary, but from the great msn himself. Surely
& golden treasure to &ll "Magnet" resaders.

So thet, my friends, wss, I believe, how we
first heard of a great mem. Of course, indiyidusl
readers, over & period of years, have no doubt
written to Frank Richards, but I believe that sineq
%9;0 we heve th;llmdalth:lma ourtain 1lifted on what o‘;aih

efore a o a8t le figw om
TS e S g g

So there is fate - en o0ld copy of the "Magnet"
coming to me in & box lined with pecking, a chence
letter in & journal, end & "shot in the derk" to
what seemed to be no peoper address, end to be rec
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eived by whom?

So let me say earyestly, thanks Mr.Gander for
that chence sddress, themks for being s factor in
unearthing - from an sccumlation of modesty =md
retirement, B genius, who crested not just a seried
of schoolboy papers over long yesrs, but who creeatd
ed en era iIn this life.

We regret that owing to pressure of space, we
have been obliged to hold over the continumation of
both "#uthors snd Their Pen Names' and "Aldine
Dick Turpin Titles" until the next issue.

FORTHC OMING ATTRACTIONS:
Personalities of the Pest : by F.Addington Symonds

Sentiment in Schoolboy Fiction : by Tom Armitage
The Shylock of Greyfriers : : by Roger Jenkins
The Boys' Stendard $eoopdaad iR by Henry Steel
The Circulation Mystery : : : by Exic Feyne
4uthors and Artists I Disliked : by R.A.H.Goodyesr
Those were the Deys : : : : : : by F.W.Webd
Off the Beaten Track : : : by Roger Jenkins
Masters of Greyfrisrs  HICHE by T.W.Puockrin

FOOTNOTE ¢

One suggestion for the Anmual is that we should
have a list of bone fide collectors. What do you
think to the idea.

Would intending sdvertisers send their copy
for No.6 as early &s possible, please.
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BLAKIANA

4 Section of the C.D. devoted to Sexton Blake.
A1l letters, articles, ete. to be addressed to
H.M.Bond, 10 Brw Wen, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.

THE ROUND TABIE:

The title of this feature will be immediately
familier to ell old readers of THE UNION J4CK for
it was under this heading thet the Editor of thet
dear old paper used to chat to his resders. I
thought thet it would be & good idea to revive thd
feature in "Blakiana" snd am sure that it will
meet with the approvel of sll readers. In sddition

to my discussing current topics of interest in thﬂs
©!

new "Round Teble" I shell frequently refer to it
of interest that once appeared in it's predecessox
&nd if any reader can help out by forwarding me
interesting tit-bits relating to Blake history,

I shell be delighted to consider them for inclus-
ion in future numbers.

Well, fellow Bleke lovers, this month we heve
& very importent subject to deal with. I refer to
the recent freuds which heve been responsible for
depleting the finemoes of several of our resders.
lMost of you now lmow the whole story, =s printed
in our speciel nurher (No.3a) and =lso No.4, but
we feel rather proud thet our little peper has
followed in the steps of the mester detective. 4s
Blake hes always been determined t¢ curb the set-
ivities of the big time orook so &re we determined
thet members of the collecting fraternity should b
sefeguerded ageinst the birde of prey (for so they]
are) responsible for bolstering up the hopes end
and then talking mona{ under false pretencea. When
I first heard thet the C.I.D. hed seen the G.D.
I was quite olated and thought thet it might re-
sult in & bit of welcome publieity for our peper.
Well, it might be so yet! For there is no doubt

[o]

that we heve been responsible in no small degree
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for the curbing of the sctivities of these rogues
and I trust thet all ny reeders will teke warming
from the experiences of others. A vast staeck of
U.J's. or 8.B.L's. is & rare thing these days.
Think twice before perting with & penny. In other
words, resist temptation wmtil you ENOW with whom
you are desling.

Looking through UNION JACK No.11l55 dated 28th
November, 1925, I sew, on pege 8, & little inset
that intrigued me considerably. It is the only
exemple of its kind thet I heve seen in & Blske
publicetion and it set me wondering if it was suc-—
cesagful. It wes headed ALLAN MeDONAID &nd went on
"who is & reader of this peper end who left his
home at lMershell Street, Edinburgh, in August last,
is earnestly requested to communicsate with his
perents, to whom his dissppearence has caused much
enxiety; or with Scotlend Yard or sny Police Stat-
ion". At that time Lhe TINTON JAUK was enjoying
Jarge circulation and the parents of lir. gor mester
licDoneld evidently +thought thet their son was suf-
ficiently interested in Sexton Blake to ensure thet]
he would not miss his weekly paper and wes thus
bound to see the smnouncement. It will never be
known whether or not this single "agony" ad. was
8 guccess, but in a way it is s tribute to the pop-
ulearity of "the msn from Baker Street'.

It is well Jmown thet Gilbert Chester was the
creator of Gilbert snd-Eileen Hale end that 4ndrew
Murrsy geve us the formideble Professor Kew. Yet,
in severel instances, these charscters appeared in
the seme story, notably in "The Adventure of the
Reilway Reiders" in UNION JACK No.1188 dated 24th
Jule, 192Ah. Are we to suppose that Kew was borrowed
by Chester (or viece versas by Murrsy in regsrd to
the Hales) or are we to heve yet esnother theory
aqueshed? After all, there ere memy who only reo-
ently found out that Plummer was NOT a G.H.Teed
creetion and it is quite possible that yet emother
error has been mede in that gigantic jig sew puzz:l.j

which charscterises the sags of Sexton Blake.
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As this issue goes to press I glance through
the new (Merch) numbers of the S.B.L. #nd see that
John Hunter has returned again, this time to turn
Tinker into & perfect specimen of the "spiv". 4nd
my word! thet young sssistent of Bleke's has cert-
ainly scquired & teste for the liquor! We trust
that the latest Lewis Jeckson novel which eccompen
ies the Hunter story, is not going to csuse the
critics to bridle egain! Mey we 8&sk, where is
Werwiok Jerdine who was promised &s & possible
return some time sgo?

Cheerio for now.
H. M. BOND.

One more member of the Sexton Blske Club joins
our list of contributors with his informstive art-
icle on the onoe popular Waldo. Mr.Dolphin also
compiled the Cross-word on amother pege, 2 good
start indeed.

"FIRST APPEARANCE" No. 1 RUPERT WALDO

by Rex Dolphin

The idea of this series is to trace the "birth
of some well-known Blake charscter, describe the
actual story in which he made his first appesrence
and to study the changes that later took plece in
him - in some ceses quite startling chenges. Still)
it is seid that the cheracter who "develops" is &
live cherascter, not just & puppet. Sexton Bleke
himself, for instance.

I have suggested to the Editor that sny reeder
who has the necessery first story featuring sny
popular cheracter should be invited to join in thil
sgﬁtles, For myself, I'm sterting the bell rolling
with: -

RUPERT WALDO, THE WONDER-MAN

Weldo meade his first bow in the Christmas No.
of the Union Jack for 1918, No.794, dated 28th Dec
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This wes & pink-covered issue, priced at 144, con-
teining 16 peges of close print on rough wartime

quelity pesper. Bleke resders had their troubles even
in those days, but et least World War I never halted
Blake's weekly edventures!

The cover wes by Arthur Jones, end bore illus-
treations of four episodes from the story, which wes
entitled simple, "Weldo, The Wonder-lien". We see
immediately thet we sre in for a circus story. Yes,
Weldo was sctuelly 2 circus strong-meni — & fact
+that hesn't been mentioned much by Mr.Brooks in
later stories.

Now for the story itself, supposedly related
by Tinker. Sexton Blske, having just completed en
investigetion in rural Sussex, has e long weit for
s train home, &nd spends this time yarning with the
locel Superintendent of Police, while Tinker &md
the Super's children go to the circus.

Tinker describes verious turns on the bill, ing
eluding Osiris, the conjurer, Lthel Henwell, & ledy
performer, end ..."Wsldo, the Vonder-mem. I serioust
1y thought of suggesting that we go home, beceuse
this chep wes reslly the strong msn of the circus
end I never care much for that sort of exhibition.
But the lest turn was Dursnd +the tremp cyelist, and
I wented to sec him. Purthermore, I soon found thet
Weldo wés like everybody else in this first-class
circus - quite sbove the-eversge. He wasn't & brawny
individual with huge muscles &nd 2 chest like Hercu-
les. When he first ceme into the ring I thought there
was some misteke, for Weldo turmed out to be quite
slim end not en inch sbove the sverege height."

Weldo does his stuff, and Tinker takes up the
ohellenge to prove thet the weights exe faked - but
simply succeeds in proving himself as ass.

Then — Dursnd the triock cyolist is found dead
in his tent, shot with a poisoned &rrow!

Pletcher, ©lias Oriris, the conjurer, is sus-
pected. The evidenoe is hezvy, end he is known %o
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N
haeve querrelled with Durend over Miss Henwell. He is
is srrested.

Pinker gets Blake to look into the cese. No nee
to go closely into the plot. Blske finally proves
Pletcher innocent end Weldo guilty. Waldo heas fake
the evidence sgainst Fletcher. Dursnd hes been black-
mailing Weldo, who is actuslly em escaped convict
nemed Williem Weldron end hes been serving ten
yeers for burglery with violence. His history cen-—
not be traced eny further back then thet.

They errest Weldo in his cereven, but he break
his handeuffs and hurls sn oil-stove at Blake, set
ting the carasvan on fire. They think he hes perished
but, badly burnt, he gets ewey end jumps & goods
trein. Pinelly after a rether unnecessary episode
bringing in Nelson Lee, Nipper and the boys of St.
Frenks', Waldo is brought to bay, wounded, burmt,
but feeling no pein.

Mr.Brooks defends himself by quoting an extract
from the Lancet describing the cese of & men who
could feel no pain, cold, nor heet. So the Lencet
may sctuslly be responsible for the birth of Waldo!

‘(In later stories, logicelly enough, he is
ahow:)n hendling heavy electricel voltages without
harm) .

The teil piece comes when Blske lesrms later
thet Waldo hes esceped. He receives this letter:-

"Did you think thet I would remein in oustody?
I heve you to thank for my present position, snd
I shell remember it. Now thet I em up against the
police - the enemy of &all men ~ I intend to stert
8 campeign of crime ... But my first effort, lMr.
Sexton Bleke, will be to get even with you."

Sexton Bleke comments:-

"Hang it 811, Tinker, the men's en sudsacious
rescel! I oen't help having & snesalking edmiration
for him, But he's & cold-blooded scoundrel end he
will assuredly emd his existence on the gallowa.'
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But the story in which Wsldo hangs hes never
been written emd never will be. In later stories,
Weldo's villainy wes somewhet watered down, snd on
occesions he even became Blake's ally.

But despite &1l the "Robin Hood" stmosphere
gurrounding the Wonder-Mem, we heve to remenber thet
he wes & dgrer, end thet, worse, he framed an
innocent men Tor mirder. For where fictional orime
ethics do sometimes excuse murder, thet crime is
unforgiveble.

I VISIT BAKER STREST

by H.M.B.
No.l. Psxt 3.

I spiled. "Yes", I replied, "you certesinly heve
_ B8 & metter of fsot 1t wes only recently thet T
reed the whole Setire series through for the third
time, snd ss I did mao I ocould not help but feel
thet he wes the most. dengerous msn you hed ever hed,
to battle with".

"and yet" seid Blake, "he had geversl opportu—
nities to put sn end to my cereer, but rether than
do so directly he slwoys evolved some mesns of alowy
death. Fortunstely with the help of Tinker end In-
spector Coutts I meneged elwsys to escspe the and
he hed intended for me".

"oy hed some very narrow esospes smyhow’ T
enswered, "tell me Mr.Blske, heve you &xny jides of
the number of times you have esceped from such dev—
ilish plens for your des&th? I ask thia beosuse it
hes been srid thet you, snd Pinker for thet metter,
have been lmocked on the hesd, gagged, bound, &nd
been in various tight cormers f8r too meny times
for credulity®.

Sexton Blake stuffed more tobicco into his plpe
snd geve me & rather curious look.

"Phat" he paid "is what I was referring to when
I geid thet some of the muthors had bolstered up
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some of ry adventures in order fto thrill their

resders. I mast confess that Tinker snd I have been
in very mamy tight cormers, but there heve been in—
numereble cases of ohroniclers describing such ait-
uastions in & wey hardly competible with the txruth®.

"Does that meen that some of those situetions
you found yourself in during the Satira cese were
untrue?" I asked.

"Well, yes snd no" replied Blake, 'you see Sat-
ire DID plen to kill both of us in & truly devilish
way, but I am afreid thet author Robert lurrey
rather overdid things when deseribing them to his
reedera. Peke the time when Coutts, Tinker snd my-
self wers supposed to be burned to desth in the
village police stetion. The story told the reeder
that Satire stretched & cloth over the top of &
bucket of petrol and set the stub of & lighted can-
del in the centre so thet when the cendle burnt to
its end the cloth would cetoh fire emd fsll into
the spirit, ceusing en immediste explosion. Whet
actually happened is rather different. Setirs =nd
his sccomplices poured petrol over everything they
could find that was likely to ignite quickly, and
Just set slight to the building before their hurried
departurct.

"H'm, that's very interesting" I seid, "but
surely such a thing would heve been even more danger-
ous for the three of you sceing that you did not
have so much time in which to eseepe from the sit-
uation?"

"Ah, yes" exclaimed Bleke "but if you hed read
the story correctly you wonld kmow that we did not
aotually escape ourselves but were relessed by
police officers almost immedietely sfter Satira snd
his gemg had left the building. In faect, they could
herdly heve been out of sight".

"Prue" I sgreed, nodding my head "smd I think T
understand whaet you mesn by 'bolstering' now."

Bleke epplied & metch to his brisr. "Good" he
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geid "but answering vour question fis to how meny
tight corners Tinker #nd I hed been in - well, I'm
aefreid I've lost count, there have certainly been
meny ™.

4t thet moment there ceme & tap on the door of
the consulting room. .

"Come in" called Blske, glencing towards the
door. My heart geve another leap.

Y“This mast be Tinker," I thought, and as the
door opened I could see that I was right.

Bleke's youngiessigtent appeered much older
then I had imegined him to be, and yet there was &
certain boyishness sbout his festures thet indicete
that he was quite 2 youag men, sey ebout twenty-two

"Hullo guv'mor' gré¥eted Tinker, and then, on
seeing me s&t opposite his master, "Oh! I hope Tim
not butting in".

"Not et ali I geid, "I am only ..."

"Thig is Mr:Bond" interrupted Bleke, "He is en
aneteur editor, or rather the part editor of an
emsteur megazine." :

"Oh, yes," exclsimed,Tinker, "thet's jolly in-
teresting lir.Bond, I'm a bit interested in emateur
pepers myself."

"fre you really" I.seid, "but I wonder if OUR
type of magezine is YOUR type?"

"Doeamn 't metter sbout type" replied Tinker,
njts the production of the thing I'm interested in"

"Oh well" I said, "Ours is only & dupliocabed
effort you know, hardly what one could cell brill-
ient, but full of good stuff". (Contd.)

fu

SEXTON BLAKE CROSSWORD: By Rex Dolphin
Across: 2 & 12. Ag Welsh 28 his neme. 5. Setira
waes Lord of The ——— Men. 7. Bleske's closest rival.

9. Coutts is & member of it. 10. Girl cnemy & &lly-
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|
1l. Pemiliar signeture of the artist. 13. %ssociate
of 25 down. 1l4.Pedro, for instence. 15. Reverse 21
across. 17. One of the Stuarts. 20. 4ndrew or Rob-
ert? 21. Initisls of the Nasmyth girl. 22. The men
himself. 27. Sometimes used by Kestrel. 28. The -
Hove". 29. Muriel was her neme. 30. Initials of a
Hunter.

Down: 1. He wrote sbout the veldt.(Christisn neame)
3. Initials of & lovely ledy. 4. Tinker's sweat-
heart. 6. Hie plural is & famous Anthony. 7. Black
creation of Heyter's, festured by 1 down. 8. Anoth-
er bleek charscter, this time Teed's. 1l.What all
Bleke stories must do. 15. Richard is his name.
17. #mes' initiels, less & £. 18. Zenith's faithful
servant. 19. Oreed. 20. Evans' Invisible Men. 23.
Count Bonalli. 24. Reversed initials of Brandon.
25. Notorious professor. 26. Behesd 1 down.

UP_AND DOING:

Do you listen to this B.B.G. progremme? If
you do you mey have heard of your "up & doing" meg
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gelutations %o
"PHE GIRL FROM JUAEER STREET!

We hsve just been introduced to & new gleuth.
AB can be sgcertained from the &bove heading this
new solver of crimes is & women end she is the
creation of & member of the S.B. circle .ho wishes
to remsin snonymous. Her name? A rather atrange
one but reminiscent of another old friend, for it
is Qurlilock Ghms. This sophistiocated younz lsdy
detective is sppesring in a series of illustretionsa
in the new modern megagine "WIT" end with her long
cigerette holder snd somewhat chic dressing gowm
shc promises to give us &8 mich amisement in her
vwey &8s does Jenme of "The Deily Mirrox".

"WIT" glao containe long detective stories
festuring & new pair, Rex Dimend end Sally Dexter,
end we osn a2asure you thet you will find them quite
fescinating., The illustxations in this new nagazine
remind us very much of cur old friend, Zriec E.
Paerker, emd we feel bound to congratulete the art-
igt upon some really excellent work.

Maybe you will think it strenge for us to mon-
tion & mew Megepine in the peges of an emateur
devoted tc old boys pepers, but seeing thet it's
birth is partly due to one whose love of deser old
Bleke is undoubted, we Ffelt that it was the right
thing to do, and it really IS & fine little mag.

Subscriptions for "WIT" 4s.6d for four issued,
should be sddressed to BOM/Bizerresque, or 14,16
Imdgete Hill, London, E.G.4., (Mentionm C.D. when
doing so).

Contd. from Page 145:

The Collectors' Digest on the air. 4 recent "Hobby
Horse" section of this programme introduced by radqo
ster C.Denier Warren and feasturing &lso Charles

Hewtry eand Jock Mclearen was devoted to a discusai

on "p dreedfuls", Fnd the "G.D." emongst othery,
_m_mmgngd.




