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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHlffi: 
One issue o:f the C.D. :follows so quickly on 

the heels o:f another these day s that this chat 
has to be written quickly :following the mailing of 
the preoeeding one. Notwithstanding I have on 't11lf 
desk a pile of views on the proposed 4.nnual. They 
are ve-ry encouraging, too, :for so far eve-ryone is 
enthusiastically in favaur. Many offer suggestions 
too, all!: o:f which shall have car e:fu11 considera­
tion . 

The view o:f a bona-:fide list o:f collectors has 
indeed caught on. Well, there's nothing like tak­
ing tim e by the forelock so please send us as soon 
as possible det ails of the papers you colloot in 
order o:f prefer enc e , and i :f you like, some iden o:f 
the size o:f your collection . now long you have 
been collecting, and sc oa. 

I am sure it will be ngreed thnt if we could 
compile a really comprehensive "lfho's Who" of 
those who collect, the story papers primarily ns 
a hobby, it is sure to prove of the utmost vf.ll.ue. 

Another suggestion is that we should publish 
photographs of the editors and prominent contribu­
tors to the C.D. Wel;l., so :far as one of the Edi~ur1 
is concerned , that will toke f\ little thinking avei 
However, the progressive and enterprisin8 peopl.e 
who do · the typin8 and the duplicating for us say 
that 0811 now be done, so wci.'ll keep it in mind and 
thank Leslie Vosper :for s~esting it. 



.1. Al.ready we hr .ve received lllP.ey congrntulntiona 
on the new dress in which No,5 nppenred. We nro 
pJ.enaed to any thnt thnt energetic young mr.n, Bob 
Vlhiter, is nlready nt wor~ on nnother sketch. A 

!diff erent colour will be used for it to lend still I f"I J.1 ttJ.e more ver iety . 
I When the iden of the c . D. we.s first mootE:id 
, someone remarked to me "Y.ia, it might be nlright 
1 Rt :first, but won't you soon run short of copy?" 
I J.ook nt Jl\VL pending file , FIIld amilo n sntisfied 

: smiJ.e . We've reached No.6 and there •s certainly 
: nothing to worry about yet . And the best of it is 
i the articles therein are so splendidly varied,they 
I come :from lads who would have pulled up short if 
, they had seen a motor car whilst on the ir way to 
•school. dovm to young fellows who hail th e wireless 
' aa an aid to their lessons in the not so long ago. 
Thanks a lot , one and all. 

! ,.,,;;,;;m,,;;;; ~:-?J;:;~".'c' _ A - L-" J _ __ - ~I 

j- Sin gle copies -ls.ld post free . Three copies 
13s , 3d post free. Six copies 6s . 6d post free. Postal 
Orders to be made payable to H. Ltickenby, at York 

,:~:::::NT RATES:- ------·-- --1 

1---· Sma;J..l advertisements J.d per word (name and I 
· address inserted free of charge). ' 
1-- --- -·- - - - - - - ·- . - ·- ·- ------- ! 
!WANTED: Magnets before J.932 ; Schoolboys Owns, Pop- , 
,u.J.arsand 3d Boys' Friend Libari es by Charlos HEllll-

1

1 

1 iJ.ton . Also 100 Schoo lboys ONns for SADL Roger 
jJ enkins, 2 Town Hal l Rof<i . Havant, Hants. I 
I
WANTED by Australian Li\°brnry of Amateur Jou=ali:am / 
{ to compl ete files) Vnni ty Fm.r ( J. Parks) No .1, 15, 8, 

1 J.2 : Colh1ctora ' Miscellany (Par ka) , New Series Nos . j 
1
1

18,21,23 - Leon Stone , Elgin Street , Gordon , N.S.W . : 
. Austr alia ! 
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We take great pride on herewith presenting the 
first of a series by the founder and one-time ed­
itor of a famour boys' weekly "The Cham1;>ion". In 
this series the author will tell us about sooe of 
the authors and artists who helped to make his 
paper the great success it was. 

PERSOllALITIES 01' THE PAST 
by F. Addington Symonds 

Foreword : Those who helped to I:18lce "Th1:1 Champion" 
and its companion journals the great success they 
were, were essentia~ as individualistic as their 
work was often brilliant and original. Here are a 
few fugitive :cemories of some of the~ r.uthors 
and artists who were frequest visitors to the 
Editor's Office in the hey-day of "The Choopion". 
!_. A. C. Mnrshall ( "Arthur :Brooke" ) : 

· He was all that you would have expected of the 
Editor of the "Big Budget" whose one constant cl 
was that he was the real friend of his renders. He 
loved his work and he was genuinely concerned for 
every one of his readers. His clnim to be "friend" 
wns no mere journalistic eupheoiso; he really WAS 
their friend. A well-built, upright can, with n 
fine head, kindly, soiling blue eyes, E'.nd n quiet 
culturv.l voice . He hod the gift of nnking you feel 
th~t you were the oost inportnnt person in the 
world while he wee speaking to you. An expert hcrt 
ioulturist and a great lover of gardens, his hone 
on the ourskirts of Hounslow WP.an paradise of col 
our. He hfld a fascinating librnry nnd hie study wa 
a real Elllthcr•s "workshop" - co!Jfortoble, but pl 
ly f'u.rnished. file D£U1UScripts were node:ts of clean, 
cleAr typing, with few corrections and these olwey 
inserted with painstrud.ng neatness. He wns nlways 
veey punctue.J. in sending 1.n his nater:l.nl. mid olwey 
kept his promises. A man with a strong religious 
sense and a veey high personal.code, a real lover 
of his fell.ow men, a sincere believer in h::f.s work; 
a most generous and unselfish friend, to whom one 
at .least the Ed tor of "The Cham ic" d IID1Ch 
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1 more than he could ever re-pay . 
12. Stacey Bl ake: , . 
, No one seemed more surprised than he was when I he was approached to resust ica te the famour old 
' B. B. character Moreton Stowe for "The Champion". 
' He said he thought Stowe was well and truly dead 

and buried! /.. keer>- faced man 11i th twinkling eyes 
, and a great sense of humour. His MSS were always 

typed, somewhat erratic thou gh cl ea rly readable, 
· with 1,U1even epocing as if he wroto at whi tehllat . 
He never wasted VIOrds and his work therefore needud ­v e ry little sub-editing. He began at th e very top 
of the p&ge, sometimes omitting n t itle ond merely beg innin g "MorE,ton Stowe"? No chnpter hendinge. Ho· 
went s trro.ght on with h is story fll'ld sto pp ed v1hen 
h e 'd finished. 
Eg.:j. tcu: _'. e. }{9t(;l: .e. l ady onc e appronc hed r. mon in I Nottingham and snid "Excuse me, but are you Mr. 
Blake?" The man admitted he was . Rather embarras ­sed at her temerity , but nevertheless gratified 
at the chance of speaking with a famous man, the 

' lady ventured to compliment him on his skill and ; to say how th e reading of his stories had thrill ed 
h e r . Thu man, gratified in his turn , said he vias 
gl ad he had been the mer.ms of giv ing her pleasur\l . 
I nward],y he was wondering bow she knew him. It wo.s ,not until she explained th a t she recognised him 
f:i:-om hie pictures ond .mquir ed i:t' Tinkllr was w1 th ' h1m in the town, thflt he begRn to r ea lise tho.t 
something wa s wl.'ong somewhere . "I'm sorry", he enid 1 "I think therll mu.st be some mistake . I am not I 
SEXTON Blaka." "But -bu t~- you snid you were Mr. , Blake!" "So I fllll. 11 A.nd the mnn went on to tell the l 
lady th At he WF.l.a STA.CE'! Blnke and that ho \'lf'.S an I 
AUTHOR And NOT n Detective . As £>. llll\tter of fflct 

· St f.!cey BlrJce was one of the writers entrusted vii th 1 the tAek of fictioniv.in8 his more fnmous nnmosnke • s j 
Adventures. 

I 3. J .H . Valda : I 
,- Perhsp JL the most enthusiastic and lo yf\l of all 1 
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the artists who worked for the "Champion". A trem­
endous enthusiast, he would think nothing of work­
in g far into the night on pictures for "The Cham­
pion" and its associated journals . Extreme ly con­
scientious, if the least criticism was made of his 
work he would readily offer to do it all over again. 
A delightful man socially, most unassuming and 
happy in disposition. 
4. Gwyn Evans: 

He was a member of "The Champion " staff as 
well ass contributor . A mercurial temperament, 
brilliant, enthusiastic, but unstable. Caused 

I 
trouble by his unreliable habits, his unpunctual­
ity and his moods. Time and again he was warned 

, about arriving late for his work and even stcyiil8 

I 
away altogether for whole days at a time without 
reason . 6. charming personality, affable and oblig-

1 

ing, always bubbling over with ideas - many of them 
extremely clever - but he h ad to be watched and 
followed up ; one could never be sure of him. He 

I 
would make solemn promises about his work or his 
writing and then break them . He would apologise 

, profusely and meekly swear to mend his ways - but 
a few weeks l ater the same trouble would break out 
a~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-; 

Next Issue Mr.J . Aa.d!ngton Symonds will t e ll us 
abou t more authors he knew ! LesJ*e Beresford, 
Sydney and FrRnois Warwick, A.S.Hnrily, Coutts 
Brisbane, and others. · 

WANTED: Early Magnets, Gems, Plucks; would bey or 
exchange . 5/- each offered for Pluck s containing 
St.Jims stories, and Gema Noa.16 & 22. Jolm R.Shnw, 
4 Brunswick PRrk, Crunberwell, London S.E. 5. 
WANTED: Sohoolboys Own Libs. No.282 (11trstery of 
St.Franke) end No.321 (Ghost of Barrington Grf.1D8e) 
offer good price; or will exohRnge early 191 8-27 
Gems or/end 1926 Magnets. Willinm L.Bewden, 7 Pen­
ryn Street, Redruth, Cornwnll. 
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OUR Sl{_);!!DIBS SERIES 

_The_ mP..n of m,~ Ali r:ae~':.. ~ ...:.. Shook 
Pef\~ _till "C::>.~hing In". 

We Write the kicester Po lice 

The re hnve been further developments in the 
nf f P.ir of the Two Tricksters. Whilst No.5 of the 
C. D. wns being t y ped we heord from rAr. Joseph Br.g­
ul-ly of Pensilvn . Follo win g Pn advert of his in 

•E . & M. he received f'. letter which made him smile 
broad:cy, for Fis P subscriber to the C. D. the story 
th& lett er contnined v11is fnmiliar to him. Yes , it 
vms the yr:rn of the tre:>.sure in the old of'.k chest 
once mor e . The Rov ing Rncketeer vm s hP.ving =other 

' go . He ~!E!.S b: 'ck in :3ri s tol ng r .in , r.t I ' differ(:n t 
f\ddress, an d no longer wns he L.~nc elot Pe rcivnl . 

-rirerriva le or Ger ald St.C l air, but Hugh Uontgomery ! 

Well , Mr. Bagi;le y ·sat dovm a:p.d wrote a re p:cy to i 

Mr. Montgomery thanking him f or his offer. l'fe have 
a copy of th a t letter and v,e have pleas ure in re­
producing it here in full. \'le feel confident it 
will bring a smi le t o the featu res of each and 

1 every one of those who re ad it. 

Dear Sir , 
"Many thenks for y oU11 letter to hand this 

morning with offer of a large quantity of · Mo.g­
nets, Gems, Sch ool boy s Ovms, and other boys• 
b ooks , in new ste .te . I shall be perfe ct ly happy 
to buy these at the price y ou quote, bu t I feel 
there are other collectors with a prior claim 
on these p e.rticulnr books. You mey be int e rested , 

· to )mow that whenever I buy I am pre parted to pey I 
a fair pr:ice for the materifll , and thnt it is . 
'I1zy' rule to pay app roxi!lll'\ttely twice the prices 
vihich you quote: but on the other hnnd , I make I 
a point of viewing the books first, before re­
mitting, nnd would not change this rule for nll 
the Hugh Roger Anthony Lflllcelot Percival Mont-

. __ --~':_~~:Y Merriv _:'lle CRrstfl:irs ' ~ - Bristo l . _J 
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Yours sinc&rely, 
J. Bf'.gul~. 

H.R.A.L.P.M.M . Onrstairs, Esq . 

. There's P- real sting in the t flil , isn't there? i 
I One would cheerfully hove given the price of aev- . 
II err .l pockets of Mr.Dnlton' s cignrettes to hnve aee t 

the look on the face of the mfln of JllLU1Y flliflaee 

!when he read th Rt letter. We hRVen't thnt plecsure 
but tmyW£r:!, it seems to have shocked him for he 
hoe disappenred into the blue , no more letters, or \ 

I
I fancy nrunes , having come to our notice np to the 

time of writing this . Good for you, Mr,Bflgll.ley. I 
! And now, once more, to the Leicester scene. 
'jMr.BRgll.ley's fldvert brought him n letter from 

1 

there too, but needless to say the writer wnsted 
i his stamps. A little l nter, however, we heard some 1 news that wns not so se.tisfflctory. In nccordiance 1 
with our practice of sending n copy of C.D. tl?ld fl ! 
warning letter to advertisers in E . & M. · one went I 
along on 3rd Mfl.y to Mr.R.BtuTow of Yen.don Leeds. ·1 

We received a reply i:i few days l nter Md to our 
chnrgrin we le nrne d thnt Penrson hr.id just benten 
us to it. He had seen E &: M. a day before we had I 

I 
the opportunity, as a consequence just when Mr. j 
Burrow was reading the copy of C.D. Pearson was 
adding ten gll.ineas to his plunder. Even then he wa~ 

Jnot satisfied for later he had written Mr. Burrows ,· 
again and with his usual audacity was telling th e 
old story of having received a better offer and 
asking for a further £10. He added that if Mr. Bur- , 
row's could not agree he would return his ten 'I 
gll.ineas. By that tim e , however , Mr.Burrow's had 
been ~o the police and needless to say he has not 
seen his money again. 

Perturbed at the evidence that Pearson was j 
still carrying on his impudent ro.cket , we had an l 
interview with an officer in the Army who deals 
with cases of alleged fraud. As a result he strong 
ly odvised us to place all tµe details before the 
Leicester olice with th e amount of the various 
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sums v1hich had been received by the man in quest­
ion. This was done without delay with a request 

1
that some action might be taken. 

We hf 0 ve also received two letters on the sub­
ject from Mr. John Medcroft. The first; through 
unavoidable circumstances (one being the flood 
mishnp referred to in No.4) has been del(Wed, but 
ns the fr?.uds ?re still going on it is still top- 1 
ionl. It will be sec:,n that fourteen years nfter 1 
the first or.me in cont~ct with Pearson he hns been 1 
flble to obtnin evidence that the Leic·~ster letter ! 
writer is still working the _sn.mtl rnoket. · 

DeP.:r Mr.Leckenby, 

64 , \Voodlflll.ds Rd. , 
Ilford , Essex. 

20 . 3. 47. 

I have perused Emergency Bulletin No. 3e. of 
"The Collectors' Digest" with sympathetic in­
terest end note that the enterprising Leslie 
Pearson is back at his old ga.m"'s again . Petty 
swindlers of this type rarely know tlnough of 
the subject to avoid errors which should be 
glaringly obvious to the collector were he not 
da~zled by the wonderful offer ,and intent u pon 
closin g with it before other s of the Old Boys' 
Book fraternity scenttld the hare. Truly the 
Great Barnum was ri ght when he said "There is 
one born tlvery minute' ' . 

It was way back in llay 1933 that Pearson , 
living then as now at 70, Knighton Fields East , 
Welford Road , Leicester , obtained £3.10.:> from 
me and a lesser sum from a collector fr1end, by 
similar frauds. In fairness to m,yself I must 
state that m.v :friend reco mmended Pears .on to me 
in all good :ffl.ith but, unfortunately, before he 
knew his man. Henoe , I accepted Pearson ns gen ­
uine and did not tflke the precautions I normolly 
adopted in a ll :first transactions. 

A week's dela y and two letters of excuses 
l~· _quic ~J.y aroused J1I/f suapicions and I communicated 
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with both the Leicester police and my locall: O.I.D. 
A few days later I had a call from one of the lat­
ter and he told me that Pearson had been interro­
gated and had confessed to the frauds and that it 
would be necessary for me to go to Leicester to 
prefer the charge. In the interim, I received a 
pitiful l et t er from Pearson admitting fraud , plead l 
ing poverty and an aged mother and throwing him­
self on my meroy, promising to re-pay the money if ! 
I let him off . i 

j I c~nsulted with my friend who had also con- ! 

ltacted the police with the same result , and we 
agreed that this rep enten ce ws~ too timely to be 

, genuine but as neither of us wished for the journey 
,

1 

to Leicester, we decided to give Pearson the bene- 1 fit of the doubt, first ascertnining thnt no felony; 
would be oompounded thereby . ! 

I ! 

I However, justice was done for n week or two · 
later the O. I.D. informed me that Penrson had been j 

I charged with E'. third offence nnd flske d for our two 
l eases to be tnken into consideration nt the tri a l . i 
He wns eventually sentenced to three months' im- I 
prisonm ent for the frauds . j 

Sincerely yours , I 
J . Medcroft. J 

. . . . I 

' Dear Mr.Leckenby, 

154, WoodlFlllds Road , 
Ilford, Essex . 

14.5.47. 

Further to my l etter of 2oth Morch re Penrson, 
I hnve more news of this enterprising individual . 

Upon first hearing of the recent ewL~dles I 
decided to insert an llaveri; in the Exchflllge & Mort 
in the hope that one or other of th~se pests would 
favou:.- me with a reply . Obviously , I had to use n 
Box number for the publiontion of my nR!lle would 
scare them off. 

i 
I 
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To my surprise the third letter I received 
v1as from Pel'.rson , still in his feminine rol1a1, 
with I'. stnggering offer of books at n ridiculous 
price And P. pe.rtil' .li ty townrds speedy pt>.yment 
by telegrrun. Incident nl'.cy , the de.scription of 
the books, brief ns it was , contained thre e ob­
vious errors which should hnv1:1 we.med P. collect ­
ing novict:i . 

My first impression WP.a P.mazement thnt Ponr­
son should still be operating for this was five 
weeks after the swindles had become general 
knowled ge. The answer was 9bvious ; not one of 
h is victims had trou bled to prefer a charge 
a gainst him at Lei-caster. I,iy :first impulse was 
t o al low nwself to btc: defra:udt:id of a small sum 
and t hen prefer a charge against Pear son myself . 
Upon refl ection , I r ealise d t hat the officials 
might t ake ~ 'l un f av our abl e view of such an act ­
ion and so my public-spirited impulse waned . 
However, all I could do was to forward particu ­
lars to the Commissioner of the Leicester Police 
and a dd one more small ite m to the list of 
char ges to confront Pearson~ when ho is brought 
to book . 

Thi s will on l,y be when one of hi s victims, I 
desistin g from licking burns ond feelin g fo ol i sh , 
pre f ers & charg e against Pearson who will then 
pay fo r his long list of misdeeds to th e ulti m­
ate benefit of the fraternity. 

Sinoerel,y yours , 
J . Medoroft. 

; We hope to hear before our next issue appears 
th at the Leicester Polic1:i hav e be en impressed by 

' nll the evidence pl nced befor e them. ,-- -- - --· ·- - -------------- - ----, 
lw.AN.T$I.1_: Al.dine Public ations , Tur pins , Du.vale , etc . i Landy, 4 Nuneaton Road , Dagenh(lJII, Essex . 
·WANTED: Chums Bound .Anmil'.l 1900 . Boy s Friend 3d , 
, No.1 00 , Pete 's Gr1:1e.t Plot. FrHnk Osborn , 24 Hl'.rpur 
Street ,. Bedford. ______ . ···---- -- ____ _ 



, -- -·- - -. - -- ---- 157 I 
&rOU RESS: 

I We have rec eived 8 letter from LE:licester Po lic e! 
stating Pearson has been arrested, r emande d, and I 

!will appear on a charge of obtainin g money under I 
1 false pretences , on 3rd June. If possible , devel- ! 

1
opments will be added to this issue. 

r : 
1 Yet another talen ted member of thtci story paper \ 

collecting world writes for "Th1e Collectors Digest " , 
HENRY: STEEIE, well knovm within our li tt l 1e circle 

1 and lover of the r eal ol d timers , gives us some 
· deteils of one of the outstanding boys journals of i 
the Victorian era . I 

T' .H E _ B O Y S _ S T A N _D A R D 

by 

HENRY STEEIE - --- -- -
. This grand old boys journnl was born on 6th I 
' November, 1875. On th1e heading w~s di sp l ay ed a Lio~. 
I I must confess that the first time I saw t hi s lion I 

I was not impressed by him, but this mew have been 
, due to the fact that in my boyhoo d I knew him not. I 

When the new series of the B. S . col!ll!lenced in 
1881 they changed the lion t'.nd r ~p l ncod him by n 

; more convincin g looking animnl. It was this one I 
, always r emeobe r. The opening stories in No. l ·were 
I "Follow ID/! Le Ader" by H. Leemnns, illustr l'\te d by I "Phiz", "Gentleoon George - the King of the Road" 

by J . J . G.Bradley , and 11.l sword fo r fl Fortune". In 
I No. 20 co= ence d Burreges f !l...lous "Hr".ndsooe Hru:-ry" I 
1 '.5:~:;;;;:;~;~:;:~~;:;;:r~,·" 

ond other ·by .R,Hflrcourt Burrn ge. Some fine histor­
ical stories apper.xed such e.s "The King's Chlll:lpion" 
(colllJ;l.enced in No. 75) . With re gn rd to this t~le it 
is interesting to note thnt _ the he:ro' s nf\Ile vms 
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! 
Regonald Dynoke . The d,mth o:f I.ir . FrPnk Seenr>.n I· 
Dyaoke, The King's Chempion wns l\Ill1ounced in th e I 

j Press recently. 
I Another historic11l story in the old se rie s wns 
I "St rike for the King " (No.184). The :first illus - / 

trntion vme n very dr r-<.mntic one, showing -a roan in , 
Whitehf>. 11, Vlhile through the window could be s e .. n I 
the execution o:f Chl'.r l e s I. No.288 wes the lnst 
nuo be r of th" old series nnd WP.s dn ted 7th Mny, 
l88l. 

The New Ser :i.es o:f "The Boy s Standard II co omen ce d 
on 14th 1,ll'.y 188 1. Thi s WP S on rked by the co=ence­
oent o'f P. m,w seri nl by Charles Stevens entitled 
11 Li gh te nin g Bl n de , or , Th e Bullfighters o:f 1IP.drid 11

• 

In No . 9 (ifev1 Serit!s) started P~1.othe.c sto r y by this 
'fine writer II Jr .ck o I Clu bs II de filin g with I pre nt ice 
l if e in t h<a> drys o:f Jnoes I' . In No . 20 eppe nr ed 
"Gir.mt J nck" by thP .t gre nt boys fnvourite E ,HP.r­
oourt Burrage. In No. 52 po nn enced "The King of the 
Pnnpr.s II by Br ndley . The noteworthy fer- .turc of th i s 
story wre n recP.rkr .bly good plot. No . 78 sr w1 th e 
stnrt o:f P.nother r nther r eonr kr .ble t!:'.le by V . St. 
John entitled "The Link Boy o:f Old London". As one , 
go t into t he s t or y one found oneself engross ed in , 
the gri o doings of S\'leeny Todd the Denon Barber of 
F leet Street . Vii t h No. 87 oflrle "The Iuprisoned He ir ". 

1 Th is ynr n wns "obellished by sane very :fine illus-
tretion s tnken :fro o on " o:f :Cu.ems' nov1c1ls . I ncy 

j ~~~ii~ .;p~~~=d t~t t ~~n !e~f s!:~e!i!!~!i~~!1f;~~:
0

:h c I 

I 
Hero o:f Scotl=d", "Dick Whittington", "King Hnrry 
the Fifth", "The Hugenot Cap t n in", "Dicken the 1 I Pege", "The Dny s of the Merri e Monnrch", "The Sen- 1 

; tinel of Ponpeii". I 
I !he "Boys Stnnd P.rd " wns noted for its highw~-
1 oan s tories. Here nre a few th nt npp e Rrt!d in its 

I 
pnges : "J nck o' the Mist", "Turnpike Diak", 11Dnsh ­
ing Too", 11 stnrlight T~o" , 11 ClEIU.de Du:vf-11 11

, "Jl' .ck I 
, o • the Sword" , "Cnp t nin Rn1,.;,h", " Ti n Ne ' e r-do- Well' / . 

I . Tht! Ne~, - ~E:~i ~~ --ran _t~ 59n nunb e rs_, ~ h e l r.st one 
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J being drted 8th Octobt:or, 1892. Tht:o Edito r was I 
I Chr.rles Fox. In nll the jou:rnf' .l r E>.n for 17 yt:inrs 
I nnd was P. fo r aidnble rivnl to Brett• s "Boys of Eng 
l.f'.nd". There wf.\s sooething virile nnd robust nbout 
"The Boys Standard" that certainly appealed to the 
boys of its day, and it included some excellent 
writers e.mong its contributors. Men like George 
Emmett, Harcourt Burrage, Chal'les Stevens, v.st. 
John, Frank Mercer, Borlase and others, who were 
able to hold the interest of their juvenile read­
er s and pr ovide tham with thrills the memory of 
which lasted throughout life . To-d ay the volumes o 

1 "The Boys Standard" are rare and dif:ficul.t to ob- I 
tain and I doubt if there exists a collec tor who 

I 
possesses a complete run of the journal. 

As a boy I was greatly disappointed at the 
te rminatio n of Fox's journals in 1892 and I was 
quite ·unaware at the time that he issued two more 
boys• papers, namely , "The Boys of the Nation" in 
1895 which ran to only l} numl:er s, and "The Hal.f ­
peney Standard Journal" in 1896. This ran to 85 
numbers . The stories were reprints from "The Boys 
Standard". It was only when I had re ached mBture 
years that I realised what I had missed. 

WANTED: Bound volumes of early Magnets ; also loose 
Magnets between 1908 and 1929 . Good prices paid 
for good material. Eric FtWne , 23 Grove Road, SUr­
biton. 
WANTED: Nelson Lees, ol.:f series·, l/6 to 2/6 each 
paid for copies between l. im.d 230 . Have qufllltity o 
old oeries for exchange. Al!so wanted No.2 of Col­
l eotors' Digest . J.Murtagh, 509 Selwood Road, Hast 
ings, New Zeal.and. 
WANTED: Nelson Lees, Boys Realms, Nugget I.d.brr.ries 
~choolbays Owns, Bays Friend Librari es, r lucks, 
etc. containing St.Franks and Nelson Lee stories. 
Burrow, Albert Squnre, Yefldon, Leeds. 
WANTED: Mngnets 1924-27 inclusive . Stnte numbers 
and pr ice to J .Oorbett , 49 Glyn Farm Rood , Quinton, 
Bi rmin am. 
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More_ Grf.\T!..Uews froni. .Frrink: Rich,u,ds 
Th~ Return of .Tom Merry 

, VTe have the greatest pleasure in publishing two 
,1.etters recently received from Mr.Richards. Its 
.your turn faitlrlul. Gemites ! We oan pici.u.re the 
.delight with which the news contained 1n the seoand 
, letter will be received by a big proportion of our I 
· readers. Per.haps some of you too , will send along 
your v iews on the question put by Mr.Richards? ! 

I 
: DE;e.r Herbert Ltlckenby 14th May , 1947 ~ 

ll!' ny thank s for ·the Coll e ctors Digust . Not l 
' morely excellent . but uccelentissimo! : 

It looks nov1 as ii' "Bill,y Bunter of Greyfriars I 
Sch ool" may be elong in Junti. I havo jus t seen the 
proofs of .Macdon!ild' s pictures which I like very , 
mu.ch. Frank Richards is riow ' planning t h ti second I 

' volume . 
; By the wey , · y ou ma~, be inter4'lst tid to hear thr ,t 
l anoth4'lr publisher will probably be producing "Billy l 
Bunter's Christmas Annual. " in time for next Christ- I 

: mas . This will be e. miscell&Jy, containing stories I 
, by Frenk and H:1.lde. Richerds, Mnrtin Clifford, Owen I 
Conquest, Rv.lph R1:1dwoy, otc., with somo versos and 

.. cross-word puzzle, Flild so on - nll th e work of 'IIf! 1 
own fair hnnds! It is not s .. ttled yet whuther it 

1 may not be Cf.\lltid "Frnnk •Riohr\rds" Ohristmt1s Annun 
jbu.t , ns our old friend ~om Strntford remP.rkod , 
i "Whnt' s in a nnmti? 11 

' 

j Speaking of cross-woras , the idea has been JI 

I mooted of "Frank Ri chards" Cross-word Pu1>.zle Book • 
. This, if it me.terialises, will contain about two I dozen cross-word puzzles 1n English , end · one .each 

I 
Latin, French , Italian, • ·German , Spanish, and Portu­
gUese, by way of variety. I have always thought 

· that oros~-word puzzles in foreign languages would 
j be very useful to s~dents; indeed I think they 
~mi@t ·ve ry well be used in .schools . It _y ,ill be an 
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interesting experiment anyhow. Perhaps you may I 
have eome across my Latin cross-word puzzle in I 
"Modern Boy" about a dozen years ago , or the French 
one in an earJ.,y Grey:friars Annual. I was quite l 
surprised by the interest the readers seemed to I 

; take in them: espeoiall,y the Latin one which evok+ 
ed a great dea l o:f c~rrespondence. 

What you tell me about those old numbers o:f th e 
Realm is extremel,y interesting. "King Cricket" 
brings back happy memories . All the world wa s young 
when that story was written , and I remember how I 
en joyed writing it . It is very plei::sruit to re i::.d 
that you liked it. "Cliv eden" wv.s in tho Herald, 
end it last ed , I think, quite n long time . I rem­
ember my talk with Hamilton Edwnrds, when the s er­
ies \VOS moottJd, ns i:f it were yesterdrw; nnd it 
must bo :forty y,,mrs ago. Fr>.ther Time seems to ste p 
on the nccelorn-~or somo-~imes ! 

\'li th kind re gnrds , 
Yours sineerel,y , 

FRANK RICHAP.DS. 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 
17th May 1947 . 

I t hink I mentioned in my letter the other d("\y( 
thP.t "Bunter's Annue.l" WP.S projected: but on sue- . 
end thoughts, proverbi::>. lly the best , thure hr.a been 
I". chnnge o:f plr.n: attract iv e :fellow PS W. G. B. is, ' 

I 
it is poss ibl e to hfl.ve too mu.ch o:f n good thing! ! 

I nm now getting busy on P. book-length story I 
. o:f Tom Merry Md Co, at St. Jim's, which will be j 
I the next to :follow "Bill,y Bunter o:f Grey:frinrs 

I 

School", expected to see the light in June now. 1· 

Next time you wr ite, will you t e ll me whnt you 
,

1 

think o:f this idea: and whether in your view Ol1en I 
Conquest might os well get busy on Rookwood :for 

I the t hird volume lnter on? I 
: I e.c told there is n very big demr.nd :for the 
, lrunter book in ndvf'nce o:f publicntion; but v1hother l 
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1 the e Ame we1oome wi11 be extended to Tom Merry fl!ld j 

I 
Ji.Inrqy Si1ver I just don' t know. 

Vii th kind regards , . · 
Yours sincere]¥ , I FRANK RICHARDS . 

I Verizy , this lively oontroversy hRs onused som 
hard hitting , r.nd Roger Jenkins in his reply does 

I no't concentrnte on etone-wR111.ng. It is on].y fe.ir 

I 
the.t the defenders of St. Frnnks ehoul.d hiwe their 
second innings , then I am afraid we 111Ust draw 

I 
stumps. When it is over I am sure l.ike all good 
sportsmen , no hard feel.~e wi11 be fe1t on either I side . H.~ 

My opinion of St.Franks stories ie sti11 that 
they are - .4. PLETHORA OF PMGIARISM 

Mr. Simpson has taken up cudgel.a in earnest , es 
pecia].ly over the Handforth at St.JililB episode. 
Perhaps I may remind him that the fact that Gem wa 
f1agging at the time was oaused by a number of un­
p e inoipled hack-writers - E . S.Brooke included - wh 
were using Mr.Hami1ton•e characters and pen-names 
without ·Jlis consent, and producing stories of a 
type calculated to deter even the most ardent St. 
Jima fana. In 1931 this practice ceased, the Gem 

I recovered from theee toxic influences, and absorb e 
the Ne1eon Lee in lees than two years time . 

I This .t ype of plagiarism explains why St.Franks 
I was baaed on the Hamilton schools. Does Mr. Simpson 

think "Handforth at St. Jime" an example of whnt he 
calla E.S.Brooks "inspired genius"? Or is he refe r 
ring . to the El 'Dorado aeries, an idea t aken fro1:1 
an ancient eyth and pa inet~ly exhausted in two 
different way1!J ('compare Gems 1344-1354 with School 

I 
boys• Oia1s 306, 309, 312)? More than once he r e­
.wrote his earlier tales either for want of rcy 

. .J2.etter idene or beoflUse he wns not sntisfied vii th 
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:his ovm work . Mr . Siopson ru.so clnios thnt 'tee yn.rns 
1appt:nr e d in only 20 of so oe 300 stories he selected l 
1But how often were the tnles written nround sooe · I 

'

type of onlefactor upon whoo Nelson Lee hnd been I 
keeping nn eye in his cnpncity ns deteetive? Of · 

:nll the st. Frmiks st ories thnt appenred in the Geo 
!ntter 1933, everJ one retniled the ndventures of n I 
crook either in Englr.md or nbro nd . The s r.ne is tru e · 
of 1'.ll the School boy s' Own reprints th <'t Flppenred 
ofter l936, with the excepti on of three. I renlly 
thought nzy-estimate of 90,: too conserva t ive . At any ' 

,rate, the non-fantastic , non - criminal St . Franks 
stories comprise a very s mall percent age of the 
t otal, and do not see m t o have merite d re printing. 

Mr. Simpson claims th at St. Fr ank s s to ries are 
more adult t han ones by C.H. Does he pre f er to have 
his headmaster drugged and acti ng like a wild bea s t 
his house master atte ndi!lg to ever ;rth i ng but his own 

' scholastic work, his school bein g burnt down, blown 
I down, or blasted dovm with maddenin g frequency, his , 
,quad frequented nightly by crooks of all national ­
ities jostling each other in their anxiety to admin,­

' ister knock-out drops, and his boys spending every · 
/vacat io n with past or potential inmetes of Penton . l 
·ville of Colney Hatch ? Adult, Mr. Simpson? Educativ · 
,Mr. Simpson? Or is it not a sign or in:fecundity of 
genius, a lack of ideas, a wild abAndon, a frantic 

/r ecourse to sensationalism to r etain the re nder's 
interest at any cost ? 

I I am sorry if I gave the impression of attack- I 
ing E.S . Brooks in order to support Charles Hamilto n!, 

'

actually I was a confirmed Greyfriars , Rookwood nn; 
St . Jims fan J.ong before I even guessed the secret Oi 

!th eir authorship . I wish there were spnct: enough :fo 
!me to discuss Charles Hnmilton' s merits nnd demer - I 
lits here; perhnps some dl\Y r.n nrtic l e of compnrison: 
between the two writers will nppeflr. In tht: mean- I 

'

time, I may remark that I ·am unrepentant of nzy­
he r esy, unconvinced of nzy-alleged errors, and ut­
terly antipathetic to all Nelson Lee stories. 

'·-- ----- - -- R , N. Jenkins. 
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' I i . F ORTl:!QO~ G ATTR4.CTIONS I 
1Personalities of the Past (Contd). ..F . .A..Symonds 
1Sentimen t in Schoo l.boy Fic ti on .Tom Armitage 
' The Sh,ylock of Greyfriars Roger Jenkins I 
I, Th e Ci rc ulation 1cy'atery. • • • • Eric Fayne 
Authors & ilrtists I Disliked. R . A.. H. Goodyear I 

i Those Were the Daya • • • • . • F . W.Webb , 
' Off the Beaten Traok • • • . Roge r Jenkins /' 
Maste rs of Greyfriars • • T.W.Puokrin 

, These We loved in the Old Days .Frank Osborn i 
I Ti~ P~ pp_~ - ~~ -~-=-~t _land _ • .. :. . __ :..: . • .F.W . Vlearing , 

I FIRST _ MEETING: 

. During the wee k from 15th June to 21st June, I 1947, yo ur co-editors Herbert Leckenby and H. Maurico 
1 Bond will be meeting for the first time at the hom& 
, of the latter . :Both think that the y would like to l 
; extend a welcome to any member of our circle who . I could see his or her way clear to visit Cardiff 
1during thnt week. It is obvious that we ahal.l neve~ 
I have a "full meeting" of our bnnd of collectors I 
, and sentiment nlists but it would be nioe to think 
j thnt wherever possible , personal contacts have beo~ 
made. As you RJ.l know this m~azine has been edi te di 
and produced in n unique fashion. When Messrs. Leck- , 

: enby end Bond first corresponded they little thought 
thnt th ey 11ould eventu nl]y prod uc e a mngnzine lik e · 

, the C.D. r.nd possib]y never gmre n thought to a , 

I
' possible meeting in the fl4'lsh. However , such wil l i 
be the oose in the neo.r fu ture, nnd so, onoe ngain ,1 
we any if YOU con come to Cnrdiff ANY DAY during I the ebove week .:ou will be nsaured of n hearty wel- l 
come and n renl friend]y ntmosphere nt th u head- /·· 
quarters of "Bl nkintk'\ 11• 

_ Vfrit~d let us know . immediate]y ! ! 
}'l'.~D: "Mort the Mill Girl" by Noel Ho.pe, or Mil­
dred Duff "Broken Earthenware" and "The A.ngel Ad­
jutant of Broken Earthenware" by Harold Begbie. -- I 

E . C .Read , 2. Grove Road, . C_h_a_t_h_am __ • _ ___ _J 
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BLA KIANA 
! 

! J.. Sect .ion of the C.D. devoted to Sexton Blake. I 
!~11 letters, articles , etc. to be addressed to I 
!H.M.Bond , 10 , Erw VI~??-, Rhiwbina, Cardiff" -- - - - · j 

; THE ROUNp_~"ll!iE.: l 
I . Once again I have to thank many readers for 

their complimentary remarks upon "I Vis it Baker 
Street" and trust the .t the final instalment this 1 

issue will also please them . I am sure that y ou will 
all agree that the second Blake Crossword printed , 
in our last number was an excellent and ingenious 
effort on the part of Mr.Rex Dolp hin . I know how 
difficult it is to compile such~ puzzle. Did you 
get it right? The solution is on Rnother pnge to ­

'gether with the s~cond S. B. Qui z . Mey I ngnin Ask 
for co- operRtion re these r Ather entertaining fe~t­
urcs? Why not try ond mnk:e up n Blr.kc Crossword, 
or, for th at mio-.tter, ans-sort of Crossword so long 
c.s it d8P.ls with the subject of old boys papers. 

1And whnt r..bout n fe w Quiz questions from you Blr .ke 
lovers? All will be most welcome I assure y ou. 

Bill Col combe of Southend v1ri tes to say that he I 
,was very interested in Eric Fa:yne's article on Pierre 
Quiroule in our No.4 but wishes to point out that · 
"The Man fro m Tolcy-011 1"1as NOT the first Grant and , 

!
Julie story written by Mr.J ardine . He sa y s that an 
earlier yarn of these .two favourites was also by I 
jW.J. and that it we.a entitled "The Crime in Park 
Lane" . Probably Mr. Fayne will be very interested in , 

l
this statement, but I cannot confirm Mr.Colcombe's I 
assertion except to indicate that stories appeared 
in tho S. B.L . second series under both titles in 
, 1933. The f i rst was in Vol. 403 "The Crime in Park 
iLane" and the second in Vol. 409 "The Man from Tokyol' 

IThe first appeared in October of that ye ar n.nd the 
second in December. 

I Then Mr.Colcombe has a little more to sa y about 
.~r eni te Grant -~!....51 1:!-ote from his letter: _" /\not.her 
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point about Granite Grant is that o:f hie marriage . 
About this , the autho r 's memory and knowledge seems 
to be as bad as Mr.Fayne'e. I quote below the :fol ­
lowing f r om Pierre Quiroule 's story "The Phantom of 

j the Pacific": -
Then he began to pace to and :fro again like 

I a oaged tiger . Presentl,y he paused, and gave 
a low sigh. Then, taking the locked from his 

I pocket, he opened it and gazed at the two 
photographs long and steadil,y. The one was the 

portrait o:f the woman he hf\d loved - who wns 
now dead. For a f~ bried months of enchant­
ment she had been his wife; f\Ild then had come 
the blinding grief of a bitter ::ind dev1>.stnt ­
ing loss. _The other wns the portrait of the 
woman Vlho at that moment was singing in the 
stateroom, Madamoiselle Julie, one of the 
most trusted agents of the French Intelli gence 
.And as Granite Grant gazed again at these two 
portraits slowl,y _ the harsh lines of his face 
relapsed his mouth grew tender , his eyes 
sus pic io us l :-r moist . 
Well, · what do y ou s ay to all th at, you lovers 

of Grant, Ju lie and Pierre Quirouls? I:f this let -

lter results in a l ittle more controversy , than all 
Will be well, :for that is what we want in these 

lpages. Thresh the pr oblems out! 
: I have come acro ss another li ttl e Droblem tco ! 
!Ke en students of Blake history will recall that we 
iwere informed before the commencement of the Hitler 
iwar , that Zeni th the Albino , creation of Anthony 

1
1Skene was dead , that he had , in fact, been dead for 
a considerable time , was buried in a certain North-

lumberland churceyard and that all the stories that 
had been recentl,y published about h:i.m had been 

:taken fro~ an old casebook which Mr. Skene had bor-
1rowed from Baker Street! (See Sexton Blake Annual 
No.2 f or full det ails). Is it not strange then,that 
we should be given a taste of the red oubtable Albin 
still quite e.ctiv e during the war, to be accurate 
in March 1943? I refer to the story "The Affair o:f 
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' th e Br onzu Basil isk" . Now I know thnt theru hnd I 
I been numerous r uque ete for nnother by Mr. Sken e, i ndr 
fact I know of one who pr obe.bly hic,d n lQt t o do 

J with it, but I think it rRther strflllge for an e.uth 
, to revive a dead character and plrce h im in an up- j 
l to-date setting. Were he to have written of t he 

pRst, yea, it would hP.ve been O.K. but hnv i ng r ead I 
' of ~lbino'a demise years before, Pnd then find i ng 
him fighting with BlP..ke inn bombed hotel during J 

, the seco nd world wnr , well!! I hPve n feeling, I 
howevtJr, that the 4.-.P . thought that the ins ertion 1 
of th at announcement in the 4.nnual v,ould dispose 
of an old character g_ui te adequately . But they , 
eviden t ly fo r got that Mr . Skene was a. popu lar write:q 
and did not anticipe .tc pressure from readers for a ! 
r eturn of his character . And added to this it might 
have been that there was a change of edito rs in 

, the meantime, thu second one not having the ghost 1 

of an idea what responsibilities en editor o~ S. B. 
1 pub li cat i ons r eally had . We know to our gree.t r e­

gret that there is not the srune "'pep" there as 

I , th .ire was in th e old deys. Enough snid . 

I 

Cheerio for now , 
H. M. Bond . 

FOR__ ~TEST &WINDIE DET.t.J_:@ 
SEE PkG~S 175 nnd 17~ 

- ___ , 
I 

I N~ ~MCLES EXPECTED: F;ir p~~~es- ::'lw~y s pa i d fo r 
I parcels Schoolboys OWns, Mr.gnets , Gem, Lee , Uonste , 
, Popu l ~ . Friend , Reolm, Grey :frinrs Hern l d, H.A., I 
j Young _.Brit&in, etc . Joseph Bogul~, Middl e Hill, 
I Pens il va, Cornwall. 

~

WI.NTE]L: Ec.rly issues of Gem, Mngnet , Pl uck, Dread­
nought ; eo.rly 1914 & 1925. Er i c Fnyne . 23 Grove 
Rolld_,__Surbit .~on~· ~ ~~ ~ --~~ ~~~~- ~~~~~~~ 

REMEMBER! THE C. D. STUDIES YOUR INTERESTS 
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I VISIT BA.KER STREI~ 
by H.M.B. 

No.1 : Part 4 
Naturally I felt quite elated that the well J 

known assistant of Sexton Blake should be ~rested I so I picked up the specimen copy and handed it to 

I 
him. Tinker turned over the pages slowly and after 
a few minutes remarked: 

''You certainly seem to have . some enthusiastic 
I chaps gathered around you". j 
·1 "Rather" I answered quickly , "you'd never ored t 

the number that are really keen on re-reading the 
old papers of their youth, and many of them wish t 
form a collection too, nzy-self included". 

I 11Wha:b is your collection made up of" put in . 

!
Blake, reaching for another spill from the mantle­
pieoe. "Oh, all •tee stuff" I smiled , and felt 

, rather hot under the collar wh~n I thought of all 
I those S.B . L's . ond Union Jacks I hnd on the shelf 
I at home . "Interesting" s n id Blake enthusinstionlly 
I "I suppose you hrrve n vnst number of Dixon Howkes, I 
I Nta!lson Letls Pond so on?" 

"/Ind a few Bla kes" I added modestly and then 
' burst into a laugh. "As a matter of' fact I have a 

few thousand of y our Adventures as yet unread " I 1 
said. "Guessed as much" smiled Sexton Blake "and I I 
expect some of them are as old as the proverbial 
hills" . Oh , only ba ck as far as 1894 or thereabout " 
I replied, still smiling "in the deys when you use 
to call n horse drawn cab instead of a high pcwere 
taxi". I wos now getting warmed up mid felt that I 
could talk to Bloke from now until doomsday withou 
flogging interest . 

While Bleke and I had been talking Tinker had 
been reading the C. D. Suddenly he looked up. "Jol 
well done" he enthused "how about a commission for 
an article Mr.Bond?" "Done" I cried enthusiastic­
al.]y II just whflt I wnnt". And then realising thnt 
Blake wns looking at me I added: 

"But I really wanted a few of Mr . Blake's reIDin 
isoence " 
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I "What\' with all those adventures of mine still I 
unread!" exclaimed Blake "you read some of . them up I 
I my young friend - they' 11 probably give you ideas 

1 for umpteen articles . " i 
· I looked e. bit crestfallen then , or at least I 
1felt as if I did . 

"Ch , don't let me dovm, Mr.Blake" I pleaded -
"after all it is for a go od cause, you know". i 

Blake laughed. "Alright, Mr. Bond" he said, ris -, 
ing from his chair and ho ldin g out his hand and 
grip ping mimas if in a vice ''You come along here 
in a r.onth or two and I ' 11 have l'.l few i t,ms for 
you". 

"Thanks a million " I excloimed waroly "you nre 
a sport , sir" • 

As Blake released my hand I turned a.nd clasped 
1 ~ inker's end must admit tha t his gri p was almost 

as vice-like as his masters . 
"Goodbye then" I said 118Jld thanks fo r a very 

interestin g chat" . 
"It woul d have been longer" said Blake "but yo uj 

se e we have somet hing rather urgent on hnnd". 
"A case?" I asked eagerly . 

. ''Yes" r eplied Blake "a case of 'find the joint' 
we,' re just going to have dinner - oheerie Mr . Bond" . I 

I had t o smile as the door ~f Blake's house , 
clos ed behind me and I ambled down the few steps to l 
the much worn pavement cf 3f'.ker Stroot. Sense of , 
humour? Oh yes, he oertain]y had that - but how I I 
r1ished that we were not on austerit y diet - some 

_of thnt cookin g of Mrs . B's . used to sound so good! 
_ FINIS _ --- ----- - ­

.W~J:'.ED: Li sts , Prices , Dreadnoughts , Bos Friends, 
Compl ete Bloods. Exchanges . Some for Sal e . Henry 

jJ . H.Bartlett, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, 
'.Dorset. , 

!WAN~~: Old Blue covered Gems r-md Red covered Mag- I 
,nets. Good prices offered. T. SRtohell, 84 Ankerd1J·ne 
:crescent, Shooters Hill, Woolwich, S.E.18 . 
I , _____ - - - ---
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Herewith we present another in.formative artiol 

this time on a character who proved to be one of 
the greatest favourites in Serton Bl ake stories, 
Gurlga Dass, the Indian Crook . Our contributor of 
this Rrtiole is ru..rel:\dy known to you. 

MA&rER CROOK OF THE ORIENT 

A Br:i.ef History of Gunga Dass 
by William Colcombe 

One of Sexton Blake's oldest and moat able op­
ponents was Gunga Dass, the master orook of the 
Orient. I say "was" advisabfy, for noth:i.ng has bee 
heard of him since earfy 1940. Gunga Dass had been 
an opponent of Blake for over 20 years. the first 

, stor:i.es ;Ceatur:i.ng him appearing in both "The Sexto 
Blake Library" and "Union Jock" just after the '1 

f:i.rat world war. The creator of this master of · 
Or:i.ental rqyatery was H. Gregory Hill, a regular • 
Blake contributor of the · enrfy 1920' a and stories J 

ab out him by th:i.s Emthor appeared up t:i.111925 . · 
H. Gregory Hill's stor:i.es include "The Case of the I 
Rajah's Son" (later re-printed with author given I 
as Hylton Gregory - see below), "The Rajah of Ghan-j 
];>Ore", "In Darkest Madras", "The Shrine of Kali" , 
(also reprinted later as by Iqlton Gregory), but 
t:i. tle altered alight]¥ to "The Curse of Kali", and 
two stories about the hidden loot of Nmia Sahib', a 
rebel leader of the Ind:i.an Mu.tiny, "The Great Mi;.s­
eum Mystery" and "The I.oot of Nona Sah:i. b". I A regul ar colleague of Bilflke :i.n his fight with 
DRas nt this per:i.od , wa s Detective Inspector Rol-
1:i.ngs , one of the few regulRr YRrd friends of the 
detect:i.ve to get killed in a story. 

After n lnpse of ten yea rs , some of H.Gregory 
Hill's earlier stories were (as hes been snid) re­
printed, the autho r's nnme being given as I:wlton 
Gregory . As I have · been unable to trace an origins 
story by th:i.s author I think that it onn be aa:fefy 
Resumed that he never existed outs:i.de th e imagina­
tion of the Editor of the E.B.L. The stories re-
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Jprinted wer u slightly modernised otherw.i.s e they 
lldiffered little from the originnls . j 

The next nuthor to introduce DPss wr.s nl so the 
icreator of the redoubtable Dr . Ferraro, in other l 
'jwords Coutts Brisbane, He wrote three stories of J 

the Indian crook for the S.B.L. 2nd series, vix : _
1 ,No. 534 "The Crim e of Gunga Dass", No. 550 "Jhe Trai .J.1 

of the White Turban" and No. 587 "The Masked Men of I 
the Desert". I 

The last author to take over Dass was in my 
opinion, the best of them all , namely .4nthony Per­
sons . Mr.Parsons, with his intimate knov,ledge of 

'modern India and his accurate charact erisation of 
the Indian People, was the id ea l choice to handle 
Gunga Dass, and it is a great pity th nt , in recent 

'years , he has forsaken the chnracter. 
, Gunga Dass was one of Blake's most formida ble 

!
enemies , a consummate actor, skilled in the art of 
make-up, a master of hypnotism , he combined the 1 

1recklessness of a fanatic with the wiles 1md trick- ! 
ery of a Hind u fakir . 
I The background of De.as vnried with the authors J 

,writing about him . H. Gregory Hill described him os 

lthe son of a depos ed Hindu prince intent upon re­
gaining his lost riches and position, while Parson 9 

1describ ed him as a deserter from the Indinn Aruzy-, , 
,a fanatical believer in the Hindu religion , intent I 
,upon driving the Briti sh out of Indin mid setting 
!himself up to rule in th eir plRce. 
1
1

' There is no doubt that the S. B. L. was the poore 
~or the loss of Gunga Dass stories and it is a 

,thousand pi ties that Anthoey ' Parsons cannot be per ! 
suaded to write again of The Master Crook of the 
East. 

~XTON BLAKE <JJIX No.2: I 
1<:@estions : 

I (1) Who created 
__ (2) Who was the 

the character "Useful Eustace "ii? 
extra assistant often employed 
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by Blake 1n Allan Blf!.ir stortes? 
{;5) J. dwarf appeared 1n the Kestrel sertes. 

G:1 ve h:Ls name and nationality. 
( 4) Which opponent o:f Blake do you ass~c:Late 

w:l th Abbey Towers. 
( 5) Who was Peter Br1.m? G:Lve h:Ls n:Lokname. 

Name the author responsible. 
(6) What is th e Chriet:Lan name of SUperintmd 

ent Venner? 

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS IN "BLAIIT.4NA11 : 

Sezton llll'lc& on Str . .;e, Scre'3n & Rfldio •• R'3x Dolp 
LP.ugh:Lng with Mrs . Bnrde ll H. M. Ban 
The Big Four of trt'e 3rd Series John W. Gocho 
Wfl.r-t1ce Discovery.. • . • • . • John W. Goche 
The House! t Desc ri ption of S.B's.reaidence(ae ri es) 
Regulf'.r fentures w:111 include Round Tf\ble, Quiz.&o. 

Don't forget! We wnnt nil th e nrticles you cci 
write rui.d wi 11 welco me the very lengtey Pnd the ve 
short equo].],y. 

Mr.John Gooher mak:l.ng his bow as a contributor 
proves himself a stout defender of the present day 
Blake story 1n : -
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I
I THE BIG FOUR OF THE THIRD SERIES 

Whatever opinions we hold with regard to the 
writing powess of present day authors in the Sexton 
jBlake Library, I think that we must all agree that 
!Messrs.~t hon.y Parsons,Gi1bert Chester,John Hunter 
Jand Lewis Jackson are to be congratulated on the 
tmanner in which they kept the flag flying during the 
:difficult days of the war and the even more difficult 
' days we are at present enjoying! j 
, The amazing output of t.nthon.y Parsons is a factor 
twhich is sometimes incredible. In the: short spncc I 
1of about seven years, this ex-officer of the Indian 
' l..rIDlf has contributed no less than 35 titles and I do 
lnot think thRt one of th ese can be clnssified ns n l 1 

1dud number. True, some have not reached the same 
·~eak as the others but the majority have been shrewd 
1well written and topical. Of hie most successful I 
·numbers, I think that "The "t'stcry of the Bombed r 
!Honastary" is the best. The plot is novel, the pres 
ientation excellent , and the characterisation .grand. 
,If you have been unable to read this novel , do so 
lnow, you will think it to be in the best trRdi tion I 

!
of Teed. Other stories which are inn clsss of their 
own are "The Ridd l e of Cubicle 7", "The Ct1se of the ! 

!Pribces• Prisoners" (Parsons is on his own ground 
here writing of a country which he understands and 
Jobviously loves), "The Case of the Swindlers• Sto -
1oge11 and "The Case of th e Sto l en Evidence". His two ! 

!
poorest efforts I thought, were "The Ya.Ilk who Clome I 
Bnck" end "The Case of the Secret Road". I think 
that the editor of the Library should nllov, Pe.raons l 
to tak e ove r the characters of Teed and use them 
Jin hie ovm stories . Parsons could mnke Plummer, I 

I
I:Jymer, Roxane and Yvonne livt1 age.in mid revive old . 
memories for the readero. l 

Many people consider that Gil bert Chester is not 
lnearly so good as he was when writing of the advent­
~es of Gil~ert and Eileen Hale . True . he has yet I 
to writ e a story in the Third series to equal the 
h'.;~iiliance of "The Gnomid" and "Certified Insane", 
~ne must consider his "Previously Reported Mis- . 
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1 ei.ng,Y. • . Mow" na one of the beat stories of the new/ 
aeries. Topical and criap],y written , one f:inda Tin­

/ ker in an amonous situation from which on],y Fate J 
'

rescues him . The idea was nove l to some extent and 
the story excellent . His l atest effort "~ Date wit 
Dange r" brings him right baok into the foremost 

! rank of writers of Blakes . Here is a novel plot, 
jwell written dialogue end the cr eation of a woman 

I of fixed mind who falls into line with some of GYi 

Evans • excellent stories of the past. But I think we 
I can s!:\fezy eey that Cheater wrote t1~0 of the biggest 
I flo ps of th1a1 s1a1ries fls well, name]¥ "The Strmge 
I Oase of the Foomnn' e Crim .i" nnd "The Secret of 

I 
Still wRttl r Mere". 

· And what shall I say of t he third autho r, John 
Hunter (alias Pete r Meriton)? I !mow that many of 

! the older gen eration conde11U1 this author but I have 
spent many a happy hour in the pages of his novols . 1 

' Mcybe he is not too happy a choice as a writer but I 
: one mtwt f.l.dmi t that some of hi s yarns show great 

I orig inality and the notion seldom flags c.s it does 
in th e work of some of his contenpories. His plot , 

l I fldrait, is chnngeleas, nnd the pr1=sence of two 
criminru.s, one large find dUI:lb, the other Sl:!lnll ond 

I clever, senrching for some i:wste ri ous tr oc sure, c~ 
b 0re one at times . But he has written s ome success 

I ful stories . Talce "The Great Airport Racket" , "The 

I Secret of the Grave" (b iz arre title whi ch echoed · 
th a story ) " The Man from Madrid" (as Peter Me't'iton) 
and "The Monopozy L\)rstery" were all e:xcellent. His I 
poo rest stories to 111/f mind were "The Devil of Dan~ · 
hurat" and "Barred from th1a1 V/est En d". But as a 
writer in another sphere Hunte r has his follo wers. 
Take for instance the success of "Oaptain Dack" an 
"Oonspiraoy" both of which sold well, and "Dead 
Man' s Gate" , "A:fter Darvray Die d" and "When the 
men Came". 

! . I 

Last but not least is Lewis Jackson. The da,ys of 

I 
the Mester Mummer are no more, and Nigel Blake has~ 
faded from the pages of fiction. Instead we have a 
I difrerent Jackson who seems inclined to pre ach pol 

cs by giving Tinke r a political beli ef, a facto~ 
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whioh I abhor s1;rongly. Nevertheless, Jaclteon, as 
alWlilYB, is a good writer. Some of hie recent stor­
ies hlwe shown a t~ch o:f genius. I think I can 
safely sa.:, that "The Oaee of -the Biscay P1rate ·s 11 

was a brilliant success, -i'eaturing as it did Leon 
Kestrel for a little while. l..nd eo too were "The 
Tenant of No.1:3", n'0n Compassionate Lewe" Rnd "The 
Case of the Five Red Herrings". With regn:rd to his 
poorest story I think that I can cite w1 thout argu­
ment that nondeecript opus "The Case of t_he Five, 
Fug1 tivee 11

• The plot in thflt story wP..s oompletel,y 
~eyond me, although I pride lJWBelf EIS f.lll nrmchair 
detective. The entire set up, wna phoney, the dia­
logue weak and the mnnner in which the story pro­
gressed boring to Btr;f the least . 

There you are then, the Big Four. ~ of you 
will consider the authors shadows of those of a 
past generation, but ae a member of · a y ounger gen­
eration, I uphold their efforts, although the names 
and writings of Gwyn Evans, - G.H.Teed ; Mark Osborne, 
and . all the others are bplliant to an extreme. 

T_b.e Presa CUttin8 oppoe-

Aleo received, woe the 
telegram which ie ~eproduoed 
on Page 176. 

• I 
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