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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR:

One issue of the C.D. follows so quickly on
the heels of another these days that this chat
has to be written quickly following the mailing of
the preceeding one. Notwithstanding I have on my
desk a pile of views on the proposed 4innual. They
are very encouraging, too, for so far everyone is
enthusiastically in favour. Many offer suggestions
too, alk of which shall have carefull considera-
tion. *

The view of a bona-fide list of collectors has
indeed caught on. Well, there's nothing like tak-
ing time by the forelock so please send us as soon
as possible details of the papers you collect in
order of preference, and if you like, some idea of
the size of your collection. How long you have
been collecting, and sc om.

I am sure it will be ngreed that if we could
compile a really comprehensive "§ho's Who" of
those who collect, the story papers primarily os
2 hobby, it is sure to prove of the utmost value.

Another suggestion is that we should publish
photographs of the editors and prominent contribu-
tors to the C.D. Well, so far as one of the Edirors
is concerned, that will take a little thinking ovex
However, the progressive and enterprising people
who do the typing smd the duplicating for us say
that can now be done, so we'll keep it in mind and
thenk ILeslie Vosper for suggesting it.
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| » Already we hrve received meny congratulations
‘on the new dress in which No.5 appenred. We are

| pleased to say that that energetic young mn, Bob |
‘Whiter, is already ot work on another sketch. A |
ldifferent colour will be used for it to lend still
ia 1ittle more veriety.

| When the idea of the C.D. was first mooted

| someone remarked to me '"Yes, it might be nlright
iat first, but won't you soon run short of copy?"
I look at mp pending file, and smile » satisfied
'smile. We've reached No.h and there's certainly
nothing to worxry about yet. And the best of it is
{the articles therein sre so splendidly varied,they
come from lads who would have pulled up short if
'they had seen a motor car whilst on thelr way to
school down to young fellows who hail the wireless
‘gg =n aid to their lessons in the not so long ago. |
Therks a lot, one and all. |

! Yours sincerely, ) |
| AR N s I

SUBSCRIPIION RATES:
| Single copies 1s.1ld post free. Three copies |
3g.%d post free., Six copies hs.hd post free. Postal
Orders to be made payable to H.Leckenby, at York !
un-crossed. B |

| ADVERTISEIENT RATES:

| Small sdvertisements 1ld per word (name and
address inserted free of charge).

|
[
1}
. i
WANTED: Megnets before 1932; Schoolboys Owns, Pop- !
iulars and 3d Boys' Friend Iibaries by Charles Ham- |
{ilton. 4lso 100 Schoolboys Owns for SAIE. Roger !

iJ enkins, 2 Town Hall Rogd. Havant, Hants.
'WANTED by Austrelisn Iibrary of Amsteur Journalism |

| (to complete files) Vemity Fair (J.Parks) No.l,6,8,
i12: Collectors' Miscellany (Parks), New Series Nos.!
'18,21,23 - Leon Stone Elgin Street, Gordon, N.S.W..
| fustralia. !
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We take great pride on herewith presenting the
first of a series by the founder and one-time ed-
itor of a famour boys' weekly "The Chamvion". In
this series the author will tell us sbout some of
the authors and artists who helped to meke his
paper the great succeas 1t was.

PERSORALITIES OF THE PAST

by F.Addington Symonds

Foreword: Those who helped to make "The Champion"
and its companion journals the great success they
were, were essentially as individualistic as their
work was often brilliant and originel. Here are a
few fugitive memories of some of the many suthors
and artists who were frequest visitors to the
Editor's Office in the hey-day of "The Chanmpion'.

1. A.C.Marshall ("Arthur Brooke"):

- He was all that you would have expected of the
Editor of the "Big Budget" whose one constant clain
wes thet he was the real friend of his readers. He
loved his work and he was genuinely concerned for
every one of his readers. His clain to be "friend"
whs no mere journalistic euphemisn; he really WAS
their friend. A well-built, upright man, with o
fine heed, kindly, smiling blue eyes, snd = quiet
cultural voice. He hed the gift of nmaking you feel
that you were the nost inportesnt person in the
world while he was speaking to you. An expert hort
iculturist and a great lover of gardens, his home
on the ourskirts of Hounslow wes o paradise of col-
our. He had a fagcinating library and his study was
a real author's "workshop" - conforteble, but plain
ly furnished. His nanuscripts were modeks of cleam,
clear typing, with few corrections and these always
inserted with painstaldng neatnesa. He was nlweys
very punctual in sending in his nmaterial amnd alwoys|
kept his promises. A men with a strong religious
sense and & very high personsl .code, a real lover
of his fellow men, a sincere believer in his work;
& most generous and unselfish friend, to whom one

T

let least (the Editor of "The Champion") owed muach |



| B.B. character Moreton Stowe for "The Cheampion".

| 2. Stacey Blake:

WS SO |/~ - [ P
more than he could ever re-pay.

No one seemed mofe surprised than he was when
he was approached to resusticate the famour old

|
|
|

|He said he thought Stowe was well and truly dead

and buried! 4 keen-faced man with twinkling eyes

|and a great sense of humour. His MSS were always
| typed, somewhat erratic though clearly recadsble,
‘with uneven spacing as if he wrote at whiteheat.

He never wested words and his work therefore needed

‘very little sub-editing. He began at the very top

of the pege, sometimes omitting o title and merely
beginning "Moreton Stowe"? No chapter headings. He
went straight on with his story and stopped when
he'd finished.

Editor's Note: A lady once appronched £ men in

i Nottingham and said "Excuse me, but are you Mr.

|Blake?" The man admitted he was. Rather embarras-
| sed at her temerity, but nevertheless gratified

at the chance of speeking with a famous man, the
lady ventured to compliment him on his skill and

(to say how the reading of his stories had thrilled |

(her. The man, gratified in his turn, said he was
|glad he hod been the means of giving her plessure.

Inwerdly he was wondering how she knew him. It was |
not until she explained that she recognised him
from his pictures snd enguired if Tinker was with

‘him in the town, that he began to realise that

something was wrong somewhere. "I'm sorry", he said,
"I think there must be some mistake. I am not i
SEXTON Bleke." "But-but-- you seid you were Mr. i
Blake!" "So I em." 4nd the man went on to tell the!
lady that he was STACEY Blake and that he wes an

AUTHOR and NOT a Detective. A4s & moatter of fact

Stacey Bleke was one of the writers entrusted with |
the task of fictionizing his more famous nrmesrke's
adventures. |

3. J.H.Valda: |
_Perheps the moet enthusiastic and loyal of all |
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the artists who worked for the "Champion". A trem-
endous enthusiast, he would think nothing of work-
ing far into the night on pictures for "The Cham-
pion" and its associated journals. Extremely con-
scientious, if the least criticism was made of his
work he would readily offer to do it all over agsin.
A delightful man socially, most unassuming and
happy in disposition.

4. Gwyn Evans:

He was & member of "The Champion" staff as
well as 2 contributor. A mercurial temperament,
brilliant, enthusiastic, but unstable. Caused
trouble by his unreliable habits, his unpunctual-
ity and his moods. Time and again he was warned
about arriving late for his work and even staying |
awgy altogether for whole days at & time without |
reason. A charming personality, affable and oblig-|
ing, always bubbling over with ideas - many of them
extremely clever - but he had to be watched and
followed up; one could mever be sure of him. He
would meke solemn promises about his work or his
writing and then break them. He would apologise
profusely and meekly swear to mend his ways - but
a few weeks later the same trouble would break outl
ageain.

Next Issue Mr.J.Addington Symonds will tell us
about more authors he knew: Leslie Beresford,

Sydney and Francis Warwick, A.S.Hardy, Coutts

Brisbene, and others. -

WANTED: Early Magnets, Gems, Plucks; would buy or
exc e. 5/— each offered for Plucks containing

St.Jims stories, and Gems Nos.l6 & 22. John R.Shaw,
4 Brunswick Park, Camberwell, London S.E.5.

WANTED: Schoolboys Own Idibs. No.282 (Mystery of
St.Franks) and No.321 (Ghost of Barrington Grenge)
offer good price; or will exchange early 1918-27
Gems or/=smd 1926 Magnets. Willirm L.Bewden, 7 Pen-
ryn Street, Redruth, Cormwall.
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OUR _SWINDIES SERTES
The men of many Alinses gets o Shock
Peorson still "Coshing In'.
We Write the Ieicester Police
There have been further developments in the
affair of the Two Tricksters. Whilst No.5 of the
C.D. was being typed we heard from lMr.Joseph Brg-

uley of Pensilvo, Following en edvert of his in
E.& M, he received r letter which made him smile

broadly, for ss £ subseriber to the C.D. the story

the letter contained wis familier to him. Yes, it
wasg the yern of the treasure in the old ork chest

‘once moreé. The Roving Rocketeer wns having cnother

go. He wes brek din Bristol ngein, rt » different
nddress, and no longer wrs he Lencelot Percivnl |

Merrivale or Gersld S5t.Clair, but Hugh lMontgomery !

Well, Mr.Bagley ‘sat down apd wrote a reply to
Mr.Montgomery thanking him for his offer. Ve have

a copy of that letter and we have pleasure in re-

producing it here in full. VYe feel confident it
will bring = smile to the features of each and

jevery one of those who read it.

Desr Sir,

Many thenks for your letter to hand this
morning with offer of a large gquantity of Mag-
nets, Gems, Schoolboys Ovms, and other boys'
books, in new state. I shall be perfectly happy
to buy these at the price you quote, but I feel
there are other collectors with a piior claim
on these perticular books. You msy be interested
‘to know that whenever I buy I am prepared to pay
8 fair price for the material, and that it is
my rule to pay approximately twice the prices
which you quote: but on the other hand, I make
& point of viewing the books first, before re-
mitting, fmd would not change this rule for all
the Hugh Roger Anthony ILancelot Percival Mont-
gomery Merrivale Carstrirs' in Bristol.

i
|
i
|
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|

: Yours sincerely, !
| J. Baguley. ‘
| H.R.A.L.P.M.M.Onrstairs, Esq.

| |
|
|
|
1
I

| There's 2 real sting in the tail, isn't there?
| One would cheerfully have given the price of sev-
ersl packets of Mr.Dalton's cigarettes to hnve seen
the look on the face of the man of mony alinses i
| when he read thnat letter. We haven't that plensure;
| but enywey, it seems to have shocked him for he |
hos disappeared into the blue, no more letters, or;
fancy names, having come to our notice up to the
| time of writing this. Good for you, lMr.Eaguley. !

' And now, cnce more, to the ILeicester scene.
M. Baguley 's advert ‘brought him n letter from

' there too, but needless to say the writer wnsted |
‘his stemps. A 1little later, however, we heard some!
/news that was not so spt13f9otoxy In nccordence
fwith our practice of sending & copy of C.D. and =~
‘warning letter to advertisers in E.& M. one went |
{along on 3rd Mey to Mr.R.Burrow of Yeadon ILeeds. |
{We received a reply & few days loter end to our |
| chargrin we lenrned that Pesarson hnd just beaten |
ius to it. He had seen E & M. & day before we had |
| the opportunity, as a consequence just when Mr. 1
{ Burrow was reading the copy of C.D. Pearson was |
‘addlng ten guineas to his plunder. Even then he was
jnot satisfied for lester he had written Mr.Burrows |
again and with his usual audacity was telling the
o0ld story of having received a better offer and |
aslkiing for a further £10. He added that if Mr.Bur-
row's could not agrece he would return his ten i
guineas. By that time, however, Mr.Burrow's had |
been to the police and needless to say he has not |

seen his money again.

Perturbed at the evidence that Pearaon was !
still carrying on his impudent racket, we had an
interview with an officer in the Army who deals J_
with cases of alleged freud. As a result bhe strong
ly advised us to place all the details before the
Leicester police with the amount of the various
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sums which had been received by the man in quest-
ion. This was done without delay with a request
that some cction might be taken.

We heve also received two letters on the sub-
jeet from Mr.John Medcroft. The first; through
wnavoideble circumstances (one being the flood |
mishap referred to in No.4) hag been delsyed, but |
as the freuds sre still going on it is still top-
ienl. It will be seen that fourteen years after
the first came in contact with Pearson he has been
nble to obbtrin evidence that the Ieiczster letter
writer is still working the sfme reacket.

A4, Woodlands Rd4.,
Ilford, Essex.
20.%5.47.
Dear Mr.Leckenby .,

I heve perused Emergency Bulletin No.3%e of
"The Collectors' Digest' with sympathetic in-
terest and note that the enterprising Leslie
Pearson is back at his old gemes again. Petty
swindlers of this type rarely know enough of
the subject to avoid errors which should be
glaringly obvious to the collector were he not
dazzled by the wonderful offer snd intent upon
closing with it before others of the 0ld Boys'
Book freternity scented the hare. Truly the
Great Barnum was right when he said "There is
one borm every minute".

It was way back in May 1933 that Pearson,
living then as now at 70, Knighton Fields East,
Welford Road, Leicester, obtained £3.10.0 from
me zmd & lesser sum from a collector frfend, by
similar freuds. In fairmess to myself I must
gtate thet my friend recommended Pearson to me
in all good faith but, unfortunstely, before he
knew his man. Hence, I accepted TPearson as gen- |
uine and did not take the precautions I normally !
adopted in all first transactions.

A week's delay and two letters of ecxcuses
. Quickly droused ay sumpicions and I commmicated |
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I
|with both the Leicester police and my locak 0.I.D. J
{A few deys later I had a call from one of the 19.1;—‘
Iter amd he told me that Pearson had been interro- |
gated and had confessed to the frauds and that it |
would be necessary for me to go to Leicester to
 prefer the charge. In the interim, I received a |
ip:i.‘l:if'u.l letter from Pearson admitting fraud, plead-[
{ing poverty and en aged mother amd throwing him-
|sel'f on my mercy, promising to re-pay the money if |
i I let him off. i

i I consulted with my friend who had slso con-

| tacted the police with the same result, and we

| agreed that this repentence wag too t:.mely to be

' genuine but as neither of us wished for the journey
to Ieicester, we decided to give Pearson the bene-
| £it of the doubt, first ascertaining that no felomr
would be compounded thereby.

However, justice was done for a week or two
| later the C.I.D. informed me that Pearson had been |
_eharged with & third offence smd asked for our two
icases to be token into consideration ot the trial.
'He was eventually sentenced to three months' im-
‘prison.mt.nt for the frauds.

Sincerely yours.
J. Medcroft.

- s 1

! 64, Woodlrnds Roead,

i Ilford, Essex. ‘
| 14.5.47.

| Dear Mr.Leckenby, }

Purther to my letter of 20th Morch re Pearson, |
I hoave more news of this enterprising individunl. |

Upon first hearing of the recent swindles I |
decided to insert an advert in the Exchange & Mart |
in the hope that one or other of these pests would |
favour me with a reply. Obviously, I had to use a |
Box number for the publication of my name would

scere them off
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To my surprise the third letter I received |
was from Perrson, still in his feminine role, |
with 2 staggering offer of books at o ridiculous |
price snd A partinlity towsrds speedy poyment i
by telegram. Incidentally, the description of i
the books, brief as it was, contained three ob- |
vious errors which should hnve werned o collect- |
ing novice. |

My first impression wes smazement that Penr— |
son should still be operating for this was five
weeks after the swindles had become general
knowledge. The answer was cbvious; not one of
his vietims had troudled to prefer a charge
against him at Leicester. Iy Ffirst impulse was
to 2llow myself to be defreuded of a small sum
and then prefer a cherge sgainst Pearson myself.
Upon reflection, I realised that the officials
might take an unfavouréble view of such an act-
ion and sc my public-spirited impulse waned.
However, all I could do was to forwerd particu-
lers to the Commissioner of the Teieester Police
and add one more small item to the list of
charges to confront Pearson - when he is brought
to book.

This will only be when one of his victims, i
desisting from licking burns amd feeling foolish,
prefers & charge against Pearson who will then
pay for his long ligt of misdeeds to the ultim-
ate benefit of the fraternity.

Sincerely yours,
Jd. Medoroft.

We hope to hear before our next issue appears
' that the Ieicester Police have been impressed by
all the evidence placed before 'I:hem.

WAN'.‘D]-_.D Aldine Publications, Turpins, Duv *13, ete. |
:Landy, 4 Wuneaton Road, Dagen.hﬂm, Essex. i

WANTED: Chums Bound Anmusl 1900. Boys Friend 3d, |
‘No0,100, Pete's Great Plot. Frank Osbornm, 24 H"rpur
Street, Bedford. . s
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| SIOP PRESS: 5
We heve received 2 letter from leicester Police!
| stating Pearson has been arrested, remanded, and |
!will appear on a charge of obtaining money under

. false pretences, on 3rd June. If possible, devel- |
opments will be added to this issue. !

i Yet snother talented member of the story paper
collecting world writes for "The Collectors Digest".
HENRY STEEIE, well knovn within our little cirele
,and lover of the real old timers, gives us some
‘deteils of one of the outstanding boys journals of
the Viectorian era. !

THE BOYS STANDARD
by
= HENRY STEEIE

: This grend old boys journal was born on Ath

| November, 1875. On the heading wes displayed a Lion.
' T must confess that the first time I saw this lion
I was not impressed by him, but this may have been |
due tc the fact that in my boyhood I kmew him not. |

When the new series of the B.S. commenced in
1881 they changed the lion #nd replaced him by =a
‘more convineing looking animnl. It was this one I
always remember. The opening stories in No.l were
| "Pollow my Leader" by H.Leemsms, illustrated by
{"Phiz", "Gentlenan Georﬁe - the King of the Road"
by J.J3.G.Bradley, and "A Sword for a Fortune". In |
| No.20 commenced Burrages fa.ous "Hemdsome Hearry"
 which introduced that immortel character Ching
| Ching. - ;
| It was followed in due course by other stories |
{ such ag "Cheerful Ching Ching", "Daring Ching Ching"
| and other by B.Harcourt Burrage. Some fine histor- !
!ical stories apperred such ss "The King's Champion"|
| (commenced in No.75). With regard to this tale it |
|is interesting to note that the hero's nane was |
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Regonald Dymoke. The death of Mr.Frenk Seemon
| Dymoke, The King's Chempion was announced in the
Press recently.

Another historical story in the old series was |
ngtrike for the King' (No.184). The first illus- |
tration was o very drrmatic one, showing a roon in:
Whitehsll, while through the window could be seen |
+the execution of Cherles I. No.288 wes the last ;
nuamber of the o0ld series and wes doted 7th Mey,
1881.

The New Series of "The Boys Standard" commenced
on 1l4th Mey 188l. This wes morked by the coomence-
ment of @ new serinrl by Charles Stevens entitled
"Tightening Blnde, or, The Bullfighters of Medrid®.
In No.¢ (Hew Series) started mmother story by this
fine writer "Jack o' Clubs" denling with 'prentice
1life in the deys of Joames I'. In No.20 oppeared
figient Jock" by thet great boys favourite E.Her-
sourt Burrage. In No.52 conmenced "The King of the
Pampas" by Bradley. The noteworthy feeture of this
story wrs e remarknbly good plot. No.T78 sew the
start of enother rather remarkeble tale by V. St.
John entitled "The Link Boy of 0ld London". 4s one
got into the story one found oneself engrosscd in
the grin doings of Sweeny Todd the Demon Barber of
Fleet Street. With No.87 crne "The Inprisoned Heir'.
This yarn was enbellished by sone very fine illus-
tretions tonken from one of Tumas' novels. I noy

| mention here that some of the historical stories |
| that appeered in the new series were "Wallnce, thec|
Hero of Scotlemd", "Dick Whittington", "King Hoarry

the Pifth", "The Hugenot Captain", "Dickon the i
Page", "The Doys of the Merrie Monorch", "The Sen-

| tinel of Ponpeii'.

The "Boys Standerd" wng noted for its highwep—
nen storivs. Here are a few that appesred in its
peges: "Jack o' the Miet", "Turnpike Dick", "Dnsh-

| ing Tom", "Starlight Ton", "Claude Duval", "Jnck

| o' the Sword", "Cnptain Ralph", "Tin Ne'er—do-Welll,

The New Series rem to 596 nunbers, the leost oné
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| being drted 8th October, 1892. The Editor was

| Cherles Fox. In all the jourmal ran for 17 years

‘and was a fornidable rival to Brett's "Boys of Eng-

{ land". There was something virile nnd robust sbout

i "The Boys Standard" that certainly appealed to the

i boys of its day, and it included some excellent

| writers smong its contributors. Men like George
Emmett, Harcourt Burrage, Charles Stevens, V.St.

| John, Frank Mercer, Borlase and others, who were

| able to hold the interest of their juvenile read-

| ers and provide tham with thrills +the memory of |

which lasted throughout life. To-day the volumes of}
"The Boys Standard" are rare and difficult to ob-

' tain and I doubt if there exists a collector who

| possesses & complete run of the journal.

i As a boy I was greatly disappointed at the

' termination of Fox's journals in 1892 snd I was

| quite unaware at the time that he issued two more
boys' papers, namely, "The Boys of the Nation" in
1895 which ran to only 13 numters, and "The Half-
penny Standerd Journal" in 1896. This ran to 85
numbers. The stories were reprints from "The Boys
Standerd". It was only when I had reached mature
years that I realised what I had missed.

WANTED: Bound volumes of early Magnets; also loose
Magnets between 1908 and 1929. Good prices paid
for good material. Erie Payne, 23 Grove Rosd, Sur—

biton.

WANTED: Nelson Lees, olf series, 1/6 to 2/6 each
paid for copies between 1 and 230. Have quantity of
0old meries for exchange. Also wanted No.2 of Col-
lectors' Digest. J.Murtagh, 509 Selwood Road, Hast—
ings, New Zealand.

WANTED: Nelson Lees, Boys Realms, Nugget Librsries
also Schoolboys Owns, Boys Friend Libraries, Plucks
ete. containing St.Franks and Nelson Lee stories.
Burrow, Albert Square, Yeadon, Leeds.

WA.NTEDE Magnets 1924-27 inclusive. State rumbers
and price to J.Oorbett, 49 Glyn Farm Rozd, Quinton,
I Birmingham,
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More Grand News from Frrnk Richards
! The Return of Tom Merry

i Ve have the greatest pleessure in publishing two
iletters recently received from Mr.Richards. Ite
.your turn faithful Gemites! We cen picture the
‘delight with which the newa contained in the second
‘letter will be received by & big proportion of our
readers. Perhaps some of you too, will send along
your views on the question put by Mr.Richards? !

'Dear Herbert Leckenby . 14th May,1947;

Meny thenks for the Collectors Digest. Not
merely excellent. but vecelentissimo! i

; T+ looks now as if "Billy Bunter of Greyfriers |
School" may be slong in June. I have just seen the |
proofs of Macdonald's pictures which I 1like very . !
much. Frenk Richards is now plamning the second |
‘volume. {

| By the way, you me&y be interested to hear thet ]
| another publisher will probably be producing "Billy|
Bunter's Christmas Annual" in time for next Christ-|
‘mas. Thie will be & miscellany, containing storics |
by Frenk end Hilde Richards, Mortin Clifford, Owen |
Conguest, Rolph Redwoy, ebe., with some versecs and |
cross-word puzzle, and so on - all the work of my
own Fair hends! It is not settled yet whether it
may not be called "Fronk ‘Richords" Christmes Anmual]
ibut, as our old friend from Stratford remrrkud,
| "Whot's in & name?" :

| Speaking of cross-words, the idea has been m
Imooted of "Frank Richards" Cross-word Purzzle Book.
| Phig, if it meterialises, will contain about two

| dozen cross-word puszrles in English, and one each ip
{ Latin, French, Italisn, Germen, Spenish, snd Portu-|
| gquese, by way of variety. I hove always thought

' Ehat cross-word purzles in foreign lenguages would
' be very useful to students; indeed I think they
imight very well be used in schools. It will be an ©




interesting experiment anyhow. Perhaps you may

have some across my ILatin cross-word puzzle in |
"Modern Boy" about a dozen years ago, or the French
. one in an early Greyfriars Anmual. I was quite
surprised by the interest the readers seemed to !
! take in them: especially the Latin one which evok-
ed a great deal of correspondence.

What you tell me about those old numbers of the
Realm is extremely interesting. "King Cricket"
brings back happy memories. All the world was young
when that story was written, and I remember how I
enjoyed writing it. It is very plezsent to resd
that you liked it. "Cliveden" was in the Herald,
ond it lasted, I think, quite o long time. I rem-
ember my talk with Hamilton Edwards, when the ser-
ies was mooted, @s if it were yesterdey; end it
must be forty yecrs ogo. Pother Time seems to step
on the acceleroator somciimes!

With lIdnd regards,
Yours sincere ely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

- e e

17th May 1947.
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

I think T mentioned in my letter the other doy
that "Bunter's Annuel" wes projected: but on seve- |
ond ‘thoughts, proverbially the best, therc hos been
2 change of plen: attractive fellow o5 W.G.B. is,

' it is possible to heve too much of n good thing!

| I am now getting busy on a book-length stoxy

. of Tom Merry emd Co, at St. Jim's, which will be
the next to follow "Billy Bunter of Greyfriors

| School", expected to see the light in June now. |

| Next time you write, will you tell me what you 1
think of this idea: end whether in your view Cwen |

Conguest might ag well get busy on Rookwood for ‘

| the third volume later on?

‘ I an told there is £ very big demrnd for the i
Bunter ‘book in advence of publicntion; but whether|
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| the s ame welcome will be extended to Tom Merry snd|
| Jimmy Silver I just don't kmow. ;s
i With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

H

| Verily, this lively controversy has crused some

] hard hitting, end Roger Jenkins in his reply does

| not concentrate on stone-walling. It is only fair

| tThat the defenders of St.Franks should have their
second innings, then I am afraid we must draw
stumps. When it is over I am sure like all good
sportsmen, no hard feelings will be felt on either

| side. H.L.

|

|

i My opinion of St.Franks stories is still that
| they &Xe - 4 pIRTHORA OF PIAGIARISM

Mr.Simpson has taken up cudgels in earnest, es+
pecially over the Hemdforth at St.Jims episode.
Perhaps I may remind him that the faot that Gem wa
flagging at the time was caused by a number of un-—
peincipled hack-writers - E.S.Brooks included - wh
were using Mr.Hamilton's characters and pen-names |
without his consent, and producing stories of a
type calculated to deter even the most ardent St.
Jims fans. In 1931 this practice ceased, the Gem
recovered from these toxic influences, and sbsorbed
the Nelson Lee in less than two years time.

This type of plagiarism explains why St.Franks
was based on the Hamilton schools. Does Mr.Simpson
think "Hendforth at St.Jims" an example of what he
calls E.S.Brooks "inspired genius"? Or is he refer.
ring to the E1 Torado series, an idea teken from
an emecient ryth and painstaldngly exhausted in two
different ways (ocompare Gems 1344-1354 with School-
boys' Owns 306, 309, 312)? More than once he re-
wrote his earlier tales either for wont of
better idens or because he was not setisfied with
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his own work. Mr.Sinmpson £lso clains that 'tec yrxnms
|eppeared in only 20 of sone 300 stories he selected.
But how often were the trles written around some -
'type of malefactor upon whon Nelson ILee hnd been
‘keeping on eye in his capacity ns detective? Of
.0ll the St.Franks stories that sppenred in the Gen
after 1933, every one retailed the adventures of =~
crook either in England or rbrond. The srne is true
of al11 the Schoolboys' Own reprints thet apperred
after 1956, with the exception of three. I really
thought my estimate of 90% too conservative. At any
rate, the non-fantastic, non-criminal St.PFranks
stories comprise a very small percentage of the
total, and do not seem to have merited reprinting.

Mr.Simpson claims that St.PFranks stories are
more adult than ones by C.H.Does he prefer to have
his headmester drugged and acting like & wild beast
his housemaster attending to everything but his own
scholastic work, his school being burnt dewn, blown
down, or blasted down with meddening frequency, his
quad freguented nightly by crooks of all national-
ities Jjostling each other in their anxiety to admin-
ister kmock-out drops, and his boys spending every
|vacation with past or potential inmetes of Penton. |
ville of Colney Hatch? Adult, Mr.Simpson? Educative
'br.Simpson? Or is it not a sign or infecundity of
genius, a lack of ideas, a wild abandon, a frantic
recourse to sensationalism to retain the render's
interest at any cost?

| I am sorry if I gave the impression of attack-
|ing E.S.Brooks in order to support Charles Hamilton,
{actually I was & confirmed Greyfriers, Rookwood and|
|St.Jims fan long before I even guessed the secret of
itheir suthorship. I wish there were spnce enough for
‘me to discuss Charles Hamilton's merits nnd demer— |
its here; perhaps some day en article of comparison
between the two writers will appesr. In the mean— |
(time, I may remark that I am unrepentant of my
|heresy, unconvinced of my alleged errors, and ut-
iterly antipathetic to all Nelson Lee stories. :

? __ R. N. Jenkins. |
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Personelities of the Past (Contd). ..F.A.Symonds |
Sentiment in Schoolboy Fiction .. .Tom Armitage
The Shylock of Greyfriars .. ve Roger Jenkins
{The Circulation liystery. .. ‘e .. Eric PFayne
| Authors & Artists I Disliked. . R.A.H.Goodyear
Those Were the Days - i . .. F.W.Webb !
Off the Beeaten Track .. .e ¢ Roger Jenkins |

Magters of Greyfrisrs .. Wi o« I.W.Puckrin |
These We Loved in the 0ld Days .Frank Osborm |
Tim Pippi_nf and Grantland i . .F.W.Wearing

| FIRST MEETING:

During the week from 15th June to 2lst June,
11947, your co-editors Herbert Ieckenby and H.Maurice
'Bond will be meeting for the first time at the home
jof the latter. Both think that they would like to
rextend a welcome to any member of our circle who
;could see his or her way clear to visit Cerdiff i
: during that week. It is obvious that we shall never
'have a "full meeting" of our band of collectors
rand sentimentalists but it would be nice to think |
. that wherever possible. personal contacts hove been
made. 48 you all know this magazine has been edited

and produced in a unique fashion. When Messrs.Leck-
| enby end Eond first corresponded they little thought
thet they would eventunlly produce a mngazine like
ithe C.D. e&nd possibly never gave o thought to a

| possible meeting in the flesh. However, such will ;
| be the case in the near future, and so, once again,
iwe sfy if YOU can come t0 Cerdiff ANY DAY during |
| the above week -ou will be agsured of a hearty wel—
 come end o renl friendly ntmosphere ot the head- |
quarters of "Blakimma'.

_Write and let us lmow immediately! |

dred Duff "Broken Earthenwsre" and "The Angel Ad-
utant of Broken Earthenware" by Harold Beghbie.

i
! :
!WAIITE_D; "Mort the Mill Girl" by Noel Hope, or Mil- |
5 |
|B.C.Read, 2 Grove Road, Chatham.

i
I
|
|
|
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BLAKIANA

! 4 Section of the C.D. devoted to Sexton Blake.
411 letters, erticles, etc. to be addressed to |
H.l.Bond, 10, Erw Wen, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
THE ROUND TAEIE:

Once agein I have to thank many readers for
their complimentary remarks upon "I Visit Baker
Street" end trust that the final instalment this
issue will also please them. I am sure that you will
all agree that the second Blake Crossword pr:Lnted
in our last number was an excellent and ingenious
effort on the part of Mr.Rex Dolphin. I Jmow how
difficult it is to compile such ¢ pugzle. Did you
get it right? The solution is on another poge to-
gether with the sccond S.B. Quiz. My I again ask
for co-operation re these rather entertaining feat-
urcs? VWhy not try and make up o Blrke Crossword,
or, for that matter, any sort of Crossword so long
os it deals with the subject of old boys papers.

And what cbout & few Quiz questions from you Blrke
lovers? 411 will be most welcome I assure you.

Bill Colcombe of Southend writes to say that he!
‘wes very interested in Eric Payne's srticle on Pierre
Quiroule in our No.4 but wishes to point out that
"The Men from Tokyo" was NOT the first Grant and |
Julic story written by Mr.Jdardine. He says that an |
jearlier yarn of these two favourites was also by
W.J. and that it was entitled "The Crime in Park |
Leme". Probably Mr.Payne will be very interested 1n|
|this statement, but I cammot confirm Mr.Colcombe's
|assertion exoept to indicate that stories appeared |
/in the S.B.L. second series under both titles in |
11933, The first was in Vol.403 "The Crime in Park |
Lene" and the second in Vol.409 "The Man from Tokyo"
The first appeared in October of that year and the |
isecond in December. |

Then Mr.Colcombe has a little more to say about
'Grsnlte _Grent. I'll guote from his letter: " Jl'nother
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i:pozin'l: about Granite Greant is that of his marriage. |
|About this, the author's memory amd kmowledge seems|
'to be as bad as Mr.Fayne's. I quote below the fol- |
| lowing from Pierre Quiroule's story "The Phantom of
the Pacific":- !
Then he began to pace to =amd fro again like |
a caged tiger. Presently he paused, and gave i
2 low sigh. Then, taking the locked from his |
pocket, he opened it and gazed at the two i
photographs long and steadily. The one was the
portrait of the women he hnd loved - who was
now dead. For & few bried months of enchant-
ment she had been his wife; and then had come |
the blinding grief of a bitter =and devastot- {
ing loss. The other wrs the portrait of the |
woman who at that moment was singing in the |
steteroom, Madamoiselle Julie, one of the |
most trusted sgents of the TFrench Intelligence
4nd as Granite Grant gazed sgain at these two |
portraits slowly K +the harsh lines of his face !
relapsed his mouth grew tender, his eyes
suspiciously moist.

Well, what do you say to all that, you lovers
|of Grant, Julie and Pierre Quirouls? If this let— |
(ter results in & little more controversy, tham 21l
iwill be well, for that is what we want in these
ipages. Thresh the problems out!

|
t I have come across another little problem tco! |
|Keen students of Blake history will recall that we |
were informed before the commencement of the Hitler|
‘war, that Zenith the Albino, creation of Anthony |
| Skene was dead, that he had, in fact, been dead for!
‘2 considerable time, was buried in & certain North-|
iumberland churchyard and that all the stories that |
‘had been recently published about him had been
‘taken fror an old casebook which Mr. Skene had bor-—
jrowed from Baker Street! (See Sexton Blake Annusal
No.2 for full details). Is it not strange then,that
‘we should be given a toste of the redoubtable Albinp
latill quite sctive during the war, to be accurate |
in Merch 1943? I refer to the story "The Affair Ofi
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the Bronge Basilisk". Now I know that therc had |
| been numerous requests for rmother by Mr.Skene, in
faet I kmow of one who probebly had ~ lot to do !
|with it, but I think it rather strange for an author
| to revive e dead charescter and plece him in an up-j‘
| to-date setting. Were he to have written of the i
past, yes, it would have been 0.K. but having read |
of &4lbino's demise years before, snd then finding
him fighting with Blske in » bombed hotel during
' the sccond world woar, well!! I hove a feeling,
however, thet the 4.P. thought that the insertion
of that announcement in the innual would dispose
of an old character quite adegquately. But they
evidently forgot that Mr.Skene was 2 popular writer
and did not snticipete pressure from readers for a
return of his character. And added to this it might
have been that there was a change of editors in
the meantime, the second mme not having the ghost
of en idea what responsibilities en editor of S5.B.
publications reslly had. We kmow to our great re-

- gret that there is not the same "pep" there os |
| there was in the old days. Enough said. ]

Cheerio for now,
H. M. Bond.

FOR TATEST SWINDIE TETATLS |

SEE PAGES 17 5 ond 176
NO MIRACLES EXPECTED: Fair prices olweys paid for |
| psrcels Schoolboys Owns, Magnets, Gem, Lee, Honster,
. Populer. Friend, Realm, Greyfriors Hernld, H.A.,
| Young_Britein, éta. Joaeph Baguley, Middle Hill,
. ]?ensllva, Cornwell.

WANTED Barly issues of Gem, Magnet, Pluck, ]’.?reo::d—I
ght; early 1914 & 1925. Emc FPayne 23 G-rove |
Boad. Slu-'bi'ton. |

REMEMBER! THE G.D. STUDIES YOUR INTERESTS ;
|
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I VISIT BAKER STREET
by H.L.B.
No.l : Part 4

|

; Naturelly I felt quite elated that the well
{ mown asgsistent of Sexton Blake should be intereste
|
i

=1

so I picked up the specimen copy eamd handed it to
| him. Tinker turned over the pages slowly and after
a few minutes remarked:

"You certainly seem to have some enthusiastic
chaps gathered around you".

"Rather" I snswered quickly, "you'd never credit
| the number that are really keen on re-reading the
| 01d papers of their youth, and meny of them wish tg
| form a collection too, myself included".
‘ "What is your collection made up of" put in .
| Blake, reaching for another spill from the mantle-
| piece. "Oh, 8ll 'tec stuff" I smiled, =nd felt
! pather hot under the collar when I thought of all
i those 5.B.L's. md Union Jacks I had on the shelf
| et home. "Interesting" snid Blake enthusiastically
I "T guppose you hove o vast number of Dixon Hawkes,
| Nelson Lees snd so on?"
! "And @ few Blakes" I added modestly and then |
. burst into a lsugh. "4s 2 matter of fact I have a |
| few thousend of your Adventures as yet unread” I
j said. "Guessed as maich" smiled Sexton Blalke "and I
| expect some of them are as old as the proverbial
{hills". Oh, only back as far as 1894 or therezboutg"
| T replied, still smiling "in the days when you useei
| o call & horse drawn cab instead of & high powered
'taxi". I was now getting warmed up and felt thot I
jeould talk to Bloke from now until doomsday without
flagging interest.
1 While Bleke #nd T had been talking Tinker had
l'been reading the C.D. Suddenly he looked up. "Jollyl
iwell done" he enthused "how about & commission for
| an article Mr.Bond?" '"Done" I cried enthusiastic-
{2lly "just what I want". 4nd then realising thet
Blake wog looking at me I added:
l "But I really wanted a few of Mr.Blake's remin-—
|

|
i
i
1
i

igcences".
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"What! with all those adventures of mine still
unread!" exclaimed Blake "you read some of them up
‘ny young friend - they'll probably give you ideas
for umpteen articles."
| I looked 3 bit crestfallen then. or at least
felt as if I did. |

"Ch, don't let me down, Mr.Blake" I pleaded -
"after all it is for a good cause, you know'. i

Blake laughed. "Alright, Mr.Bond" he said, ris—
ing from his chair and holding out his hend and i
gripping mire as if in 2 vice "You come along here
in @ ronth or two and I'11 have & few itenms for

ou".

"Thanks a million" I exclaimed wormly "you ore
& sport, sir".

As Blake released my hand I turned and clasped
Iinker's and must admit that his grip was almost
a8 vice-like as his masters. :

"Goodbye then" I said "and thanks for e very
interesting chat". I

"It would have been longer" said Blake "but you
see we have something rather urgent on hand",

"A cage?" I asked eagexrly. i
: "Yes" replied Blake "o case of 'find the joint!
ve're just going to have dinner - cheerie Mr. Bond".|

I hed to smile as the door of Blake's house |
closed behind me and I ambled down the few steps to
the mach worn pevement sf Baker Street. Sense of i
humour? Oh yes, he certainly had that - but how I
wished that we were not on ousterity diet — some
of that cooking of Mrs.B's. used to sound so good!

FINIS

WANTED: Iists, Prices, Dreadnoughts, Eo s Friends, |
Complete Bloods. Bxchanges. Some for Ssle, Henry |
J.H.Bartlett, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, |
‘Dorset. 1

(WANTED: 0ld Blue covered Gems snd Red covered Mag- i
mets. Good prices offered. T.Satchell, 84 Ankerdine!
Crescent, Shooters Hill, Woolwich, S.E,18, (
1 1
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Herewith we present another informative articlg
this time on a character who proved to be one of
the greatest favourites in Sexton Blake stories,
Gurige Dass, the Indism Crook. Our contributor of
this article is already known to you.

MASTER CROOK OF THE CRIENT

A Brief Histo of Gungs Dass
by William Oolcombe

One of Sexton Blake's oldest and most able op-
ponents was Gunge Dags, the master crook of the
Orient. I say "was" advisably, for nothing has bee
heard of him since early 1940. Gunga Dass had been
an opponent of Blake for over 20 years, the first
storics featuring him appearing in both "The Sexton
Blske Iibrary" end "Union Jack" just after the
first world war. The creator of this master of
Oriental mystery was H.Gregory Hill, a reguler
Blake contributor of the early 1920's and stories
about him by this suthor appeared up till 1925.
H.Gregory Hill's stories include "The Case of the
Rejah's Son" (later re-printed with author given
as Hylton Gregory - see below), "The Rajah of Ghen-

ore", "In Derkest Madras", "The Shrine of Kali'
I(Jslso reprinted later as by Hylton Gregory), but
title altered alightly to "The Curse of Kali", and
| two stories sbout the hidden loot of Nama Sahib, =a
rebel leader of the Indian Mutiny, "The Great Mus-—
eum Mystery" and "The Loot of Nama Sahib".

A regular colleague of Biake in his fight with
Dass at this period, was Detective Imspector Rol-
1lings, one of the few regular Yard friends of the
detective to get killed in a story.

After o lapse of ten years, some of H.Gregory
Hill's earlier stories were (as has been snid) re-
printed, the author's nome being given as Hylton
Gregory. As I have been unable to trace an original
story by this suthor I think that it can be safely
saggumed that he never existed outside the imaginea—
tion of the Editor of the B.B.L. The stories re-
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iprinted werc slightly modernised otheridise they
!differed little from the originnls.

The next suthor to introduce Drss wrs nlso the
icreator of the redoubtable Dr.Ferraro, in other
‘words Coutts Brisbane, He wrote three stories of
‘the Indian crook for the S.B.IL. 2nd series, vix: |
No.534 "The Crime of Gungae Dass", No.550 "The Trail
of the White Turban" and No.587 "The Masked Men of _
the Desert".

The last suthor to take over Dass was in my i
opinion, the best of them all, namely Anthony Per- |
sons. Mr.Parsons, with his intimate lmowledge of
modern India and his accurate characterisation of
the Indien People, was the ideal choice to handle
Gunge Dass, and it is a great pity that, in recent |
years, he has forsaken the character. |

Gunga Dass was one of Blake's most formidable
enemies, a consummate actor, skilled in the art of
jmeke-up, & master of hypnotism, he combined the
irecklessness of & fematic with the wiles and trick-
ery of a Hindu fakir.
|

The background of Dess varied with the authors !
writing sbout him. H.Gregory Hill described him os
ithe son of a deposed Hindu prince intent upon re-
|gaining his lost riches and position, while Parsons
/described him as a2 deserter from the Indian Army,
18 fematical believer in the Hindu religion, inten
jupon driving the British out of Indin and setting
thimself up to rule in their place. |

, There is no doubt that the $.B.IL. was the poorer
izor the loss of Gunga Dass stories and it is a !
ithousend pities that Anthony Persons canmot be per—
egua%ed to write again of The Master Crook of the
Fast. i

|
|SEXTON BLAKE QUIX No.2:

;Questions: i
| fli Who created the character "Useful Eustace'?
. (2) VWho was the extra sssistent often employed
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by Bleke in Allan Blair stories?

(3) 4 dwerf msppeared in the Kestrel series.
Give his name and nationality.

4) VWhich opponent of Blake do you associate

with Abbey Towers. o

(5) Who was Peter Brim? Give his nickname.
Name the suthor responsible.

(6) What is the Christisn neme of Superintend—
ent Venner? .

SOTUTION OF CROSSWORD (C.D.No.5):

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS IN "BIARTANAM:

Semton Bleke on Strge, Screen & Radio ..Rex Dolphin
Leughing with Mrs.Bardell .. Wi e H.M. Bond
The Big Four of tHe 3rd Series .. John W.Gocher
Wear—time Discovery.. P .o . John VW.Gocher|
The House! 4 Description of S.B's.residence(series)
Reguler features will include Round Teble, Quiz.&o.

Don't forget! We want nll the articles you con
write and will welcome the very lengthy end the very
short equally.

Mr.John Gocher making his bow as a contributor
proves himself a stout defender of the present day
Bleke story in :-
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i THE BIG FOUR OF THE THTRD SERTES

!
|

Whetever opinions we hold with regard to the
iwriting powess of present day suthors in the Sexton
Blake ILibrary, I think that we must all agree that
Messes. dinthony Parsons,Gilbert Chester,John Hunter
jand Lewis Jackson are to be congratulsted on the !
‘manner in which they kept the flag flying during the
[difficult days of the war and the even more difficult
days we are at present enjoying!

The amazing output of inthony Persons is a factor
‘which is sometimes incredible. In the short space |
of about seven years, this ex-officer of the Indian|
i has contributed no less then 35 titles end I do
not think that one of these con be classified as a |
dud number. True, some have not reached the seme |
reak as the others but the majority have been shrewd
iwell written and topiecal. Of his most successful
rumbers, I think that "The lystery of the Bombed
Monastary" is the beat. The plot is novel, the pres
‘entation excellent, and the charscterisetion grand.
If you have been unable to read this novel, do so
now, you will think it to be in the best tradition
{of Teed. Other stories which sre in o claess of their
jown are "The Riddle of Cubicle 7", "The Cage of the;
Pribees! Prisoners" (Parsons is on his own ground ?
there writing of a country which he understands and
fobviousil.y loves), "The fase of the Swindlers' Sto- JT
joge" and “The Case of the Stolen Evidence". His two!
\poorest efforts I thought, were "The Yank who Same !
\Back" end "The Case of the Secret Road". I think
that the editor of the ILibrary should ollow Persons
lto take over the characters of Teed and use them
{in his own stories. Parsons could make Plummer, |
Hymer, Roxene and Yvonne live again and revive old |
lmemories for the readers.
| Many people consider that Gilbert Chester is not
jnearly so good as he was when writing of the advent-

es of Gilbert and Eileen Hale. True. he has yet
E-t:o write a8 story in the Third series to equal the
(brillience of "The Gnomid" and "COertified Insane",
but one must consider his "Previously Reported Mis—

e

i
!
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|singy... Now" as one of the best stories of the new|
series. Topical and crisply written, one finds Tin-|
'ker in an amomous situation from which only Fate
regcues him. The idea was novel to some extent emnd
|the story excellent. His latest effort "4 Date with
!Denger" brings him right back into the foremost

! pank of writers of Blakes. Here is a novel plot,
iwell written dialogue and the creation of a woman
jof fixed nind who falls into line with some of Gwyn)
'Bvans' excellent stories of the pagt. But I think w
|een sofely say that Chester wrote two of the bigges
{flops of the series as well, nanely "The Strange

' Oase of the Footman's Crime" and "The Seoret of

| 5tillwater Mexre".

i

| &nd what shall I say of the third suthor, John |
|Hunter (elias Peter Meriton)? I kmow that many of |
‘the older generation condemn this suthor but I have
| gpent many & happy hour in the pages of his novels.
Meybe he is not too heppy & choice as & writer but
| one muet admit that some of his yarns show great |
| originelity and the action seldom flags os it does |
| in the work of some of his contempories. His plot, |
| T admit, is chemgeless, md the presence of two i
| apiminals, one large and dumb, the other small and !
clever, searching for some rmysterious trefsure, oim
bore one at times. But he has written some success-
| ful stories. Teke "The Great Airport Racket", "The |
| Secret of the Grave' (bizarre title which echoed in
| tha story) "The NVom from Madrid" (ss Peter Meriton)
| and "The Monopoly lMystery" were all excellent. His
| poorest stories to my mind were "The Devil of Dane—
| hurst" and "Barred from the West End'. But as a
writer in another sphere Hunter has his followers.
Take for instance the success of "Captain Dack" amd
"gonspiracy" both of which sold well, and "Dead
Men's Gate", "After Darvray Died" and "When the Gun-
men Came".

TLast but not least is Lewis Jackson. The days of
+the Msster Mummer are no more, end Nigel Blake has
| faded from the pesges of fiction. Instead we have &8
| difrerent Jackson who seems inclined to preach pol+
| itice by giving Tinker a political belief, a factor

@
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which I abhor strongly. Nevertheless, Jackson, as
alw% is a good writer. Some of his recent stor-
ies e shown a touch of genius. I think I can
safely say that "The Oase of the Biscay Pirates®
was a brillisnt success, festuring as it did Ieon
Kesgtrel for a little while., 4And so ‘too were "The
Tenant of No.13", "On Compassionate Iecwe" and "The
Case of the Five Red Herrings". With regard to his
poorest story I think that I cem cite without axgu-
ment that nondeecript opus "The Case of the Five
Pugitives". The plot in that story was completely
beyond me, although I pride myself as an armchair
detective. The entire set up was phoney, the dia-
logue wesk and the mamner in which the stoxry pro-
gressed boring to sy the least.

There you are then, the Big Four. Meny of you
will consider the authors shadows of those of &
rast generation, but as a member of a younger gen—
eration, I uphold their efforts, although the nemes
and writings of Gwyn Evans, G.H.Teed, Mark Osborme,
and all the others are brilli=mt to an extreme.

5 Accused Of False I
Prel )
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