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FROM MY CO-EDITORS' OHAIR:

Yes indeed, my chat this month is being pre-
pared under very different circumstances to those
which usually prevail. Instead of discussing mat—
ters by correspondence and over 300 miles of wire,
we have, this Sunday afternocon of 15th June, been
chatting from & couple of chairs in the ssme room.
Two years-ago we exchanged letters, "Dear Sir",
since when we have penned hundreds of others which
rapidly grew in cordiality. Yet a week ago we would
have met face to face in the street and known it
not. That can never be said again, for, 24 hours
8go we met at Cardiff station end exchanged o
hearty hand-clasp. It was & great smd thrilling
occagion. Within 5 minutes we were talking shop
fnd probably will go on doing so throughout the
coming week, snd some of the things we shall have
said will appear in leter pages. '
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One of the subjects which will oeccupy a good
deal of our thoughts is the "Annual". We think we
cen sgy in £1l modesty that this is something which
is going to please all subsecribers. Since we, or
rather my colleague, first thought of this idena,
all sorts of possibilities undreamt of hnve develop
ed. For this w; ha:etﬁo ghank in no small measure,
our good friends & e duplicating agency. Th
take a great, unselfish interest in owr nttlee%ag-
azine snd are always coming along with suggestions.
We were proud of our No.l, but when it is compared
with the sixth of the series I think it will be
agreed that great progress has been made.

Oongratulations have poured in since that No.6
was gent out. Robert Whiter's latest is universally
voted to be "his best of all" snd the prompt re-
production of that certain telegram amd press re-
port has ceused a good deal of surprised comment £g
to how it was done. There was certainly a touch of
drame sbout it all.

It occurs to us that some of you may like to
have the address of the people who turn out the’
¢.P. for us. Well, here it is: Wood's Typewriting
Office, 20, Stonegate, York.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT IECKENBY.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

Single copies 1s.1d post free. Three copies
3g5.3d post free. Six copies 6s.6d post free. Postal
Orders to be made payable to H.Leckenby. at York,
un-crossed.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES:

Small advertisements 1d per word (nsme and
address inserted free of charge).

WANTED: Bound volumes of early Magnets; also loose
Megnets, between 1908 amd 1929, Good prices paid
for good material. Eric Fayne, 23, Grove Road,
Surbiton.
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Eric Fayne, who gave us that fine "write up" on
Pierre Quiroule for "Blakisna'", now steps into the
Miscellaneous Section with something to get the
"Gem" group in particular, thinking. It bears the
provocative title:-

by Eric Fayne

Por several years after the birth of the Royal
Femily of Boys' Papers, - the Gem and the Magnet -
the circulation of the Gem was almost double that
of the Magnet. The Gem, in the yenrs between 1907
and 1914 was the most prosperous of all the numer-
ous papers for boys which the publishers put out
from their premises in Bouverie Street. The Magnet
Just paid its way, but that was nll. It wes completd
1y outshone by the brilliemce of its elder brother.

Then, as the first Great Wer dragged on its
weory woy, the Magnet gradually cought up with nnd
passed the Gem. It took 2 mighty lead in the ocir-
culntion field, which it kept right until the fin-
ish. The Gem first found "heavy going" in the last
two years of the war. It reduced the lend of the
Magnet to a certain extent in the period 1924-1927,
but between 1929 and 1932 the circulction fell owry
perilously. In 1933-4 it went chend ngoin, cnd set-
:%ed dgwm to n fairly comfortsble circulation until

e end.

Why, then, did the Gem take the lead in the
early yeara? Why did the Magnet win the lead event
ually, and keep 1t? The same writer, Charles Hamil-
ton, had created both schools, snd wrote the greaten
proportion of the stories in both papers. Yet the
Magnet, apart from a brief period in 1916-11 when
the oirculation fell almost to danger point, always
flourished, while the Gem, at different times dur-
ing its oareer, was weighed in the oirculation bal-
ance, and found wanting at the Fleetway House. WHY ?

Trpe, the Gem was first in the field, "ahd had
& lerge ecirculation when the Magnet was born, which
sccounts for its lead in early days. Some say the
reason is to be found in the faet that Charles Ham-
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ilton wrote more Magnet tales than Gem — but that
does not apply. for at the time when the Gem begen
to lose the lead, he was writing regularly for both
papers. The renl reason goes deeper than that.

In my opinion the reason for the Magnet's lead
over the Gem was definitely a psychological one.
The backbone of the circulation of beth papers was
composed of idealists - those who stuck to their
favourite characters year after year, and who almoat
imagined those characters as really existing, It wa
those idealists who complained bitterly of the "sub"
writers, chiefly beceuse the "subs" handled the
characters in a different mammer from the master.
The rank and file did not know their S%. Jim's and
Greyfrisrs well enough to know any difference -~ but
the backbone did. The idealists were grimly cond
gervative. That is why some of the sub-writers, who
were admittedly first-class in their own sphere, .
failed lomentably in their work in the Gem ond the
Magnet.

The Gem lost 1ts big circulation because its
cheracters were mishendled. Even the maestro cannot
escape all blame for this fact, though I am assured
thet he was neting under the direction of his Edit-
ors.

The Greyfriors chrracters were handled far more
consistently than those of St. Jim's. Again, the
St. Jim's stage wns nllowed to becone far too
crowded. The seme mistoke wos not mede with the Mog
net. Though far too many newcomers were introduced W
in the years between 1916 snd 1919, they were loter
dropped from the stories. Between 1927 and 1940,
though meny fine characters came along ond lived
their day, Lamkestor, Crum, Vnlentine, Warren, Car-
boy, Stncey — they were dropped at the end of the
series, and not left to clutter up the scene.

Herry Wharton snd Co. were always the ocentral
characters, even though the main plot concerned
somebody else. From the first to the last, there
wag 1little fundemental chrmge in the Co. or Billy
Bunter, or the Bounder. The limelight was on then

the whole time — and we idealists were sotisfied.




181

The Gem's history was very different. It had its
own inimitable characters - particularly Gussy, who
was often imitated but never equalled. Some say the
Magnet's success was due to Bunter - but Gussy was
far more original than Bunter, had he been plugged
with the same gusto.

Tom Merry, for the first few years, was 14 yearg
0ld. a lovable young scamp of a schoolboy, straight
as a die, and ready for amy prank. As time passed
he became 15, and a quieter character. Then in 1917
we find him 16 years old - rather heavy and ponder-
ous — weighed down with responsibilities. Rarely
we had a glimpse of the fellow we had loved, usually
he was just a name, with little to show sny defin-
ite character. In 1932, with the re-prints, he be- |-
ceme 14 agein, then 15, and for a very brief time,
16. Then the Amalgamated Press wisely anbandoned the
re-prints, and put the master on to writing some
new stories.

Until about 1913, Tom Merry, ns the Gero of the
Shell, had beén the undisputed chief character in
all the yerns, no matter upon whom the plot center-
ed. Then, along came Tnlbot. The limelight swept
away from Tom Merry — emd did not go back. Talbot
wea o fine character for o series, but he was com-
pletely overplayed. The first stories by Charles
Hamilton on the "Toff" were excellemt. But for
years and yenrs, the Toff eame into the meain pict-
ure, the old, old plot being re-hashed and re-hashed.

From the beginning St.Jim's hed its own out-—
standing inimitable charscters. Tom Merry, the
ideal schoolboy leader; Gussy, unsurpassed in ony
walk of schoo¥boy fictiom, often imitoted but never
equalled; Simpole, the Socinlist; Patty Wymm, o
decent and lovable fat boy, unique in fiction; Kexy|
the detective; Lowther, the humourist, snd so on.

Yet, because Bunter has been a success in the
Megnet, Baggy Trimble had to be introduced at St.
Jdim's — a feeble imitation, and, like all feeble
imitations, a misteke. Then, because Coker was a
success at Greyfriars, Grundy came to St.Jim's.
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tnother mistake. So the limelight left the char-
acters whon we had loved for so long, and centered
for years on these newcomers.

Beeause the Bounder had reformed, Ievison had
to reform too. But Levison's reform was too com-
plete to be convineing. The coward, liar, and thief,
now became & hero overnight. To repléce Levison,
Recke was introduced. Racke was just the villian of
the piece - nothing more. That he could have stayed
many weeks at sny well-run school was unbelievable.
Very different from the sly but clever Skinner.

Racke, Chowle, Scrope, Piggott were just un-
pleasent nemes for unpleasant people. Nothing more.

Even the picture of Cousin Ethel was inconsis-
tent. In early days we find her, with her school-
deys finished, and, from this fact, presumably about
17. Then she went to St.Preda’'s in the Gem serial.
After the serial ended, we found her for many years
as the young lady with her schooldays behind her,
until she joined Spalding Hall, in that vezg trogic
period of Gem history, between 1929 =amd 1932.

I remember, in 1930, telling the Gem editor that
in nﬁ opinion the Gem suffered from the inconsist-
ent hendling of its characters. He replied "Ny dear
chap, you are thinking of the series &s & whole,

md you just can't do that." He was wrong. The suc—
ceas of the Mignet was due to the fact that its ser-
iea made & whole. The gemi-Tailure of the Gem was
that its series did not make o whole.

I would go eo for os to suggest that the intro-
duction of Warwick Reyholds as regular artist for
the Gem struck a blow at its circulation. In the

et, Chapmen carried blithely on, but Reynolds,
excellent artist of nature work as he undoubtedly
wag, could not draw aAttractive boys. Too often, his
work wes grotesque.

With the re-printing of the esrly atories, whichl
commenced in 1932 sand for which I can take some
credit, the cireulation of the Gem took & big up-
werd trend, snd I felt sure it would. As time went
on, however, the powers-thot-be felt thet the old
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yarns by themselves were not strong enough, at that
time of day, to hold the circulation together - o
misteken view, I think. The old blue-cover Gens
had consisted of 32 pages of snall print, with few
illustrations. The Gem of 1934 hed 28 poges, nony
illustrations, and larger print, ond the editor had
to cran in one of the re-prints, with, perhaps two
other stories. It meant drastius abridgnent - mmd
often the abridging was not very scientifically
done.

. We can note that when Charles Hamilton started
writing new St. Jim's stories for the Gem, in the
last year of its life, he centered his plots round
the oia.rsoters which had made the Gem famous so
many years before -~ Tom Merry, Fatty Wynn, and
Gussy. The extrameous characters which had taken
the limelight From our heroces fof too long were
dropped, just as he had dropped the overweight at
Greyfriaks in 1927. I believe that had the Gem's
career not been so tragically and abruptly termi-
neted by the war in 1939, he would have built up o
new glamour for Tom Merry amnd Co, and St.Jim's
would once again heve rivelled Greyfrisrs for the
lead in the ciroulation field.

WOULD EXCHANGE Megnets Nos.168, 178, 195, 317, 419,
420, 433, and Gem 404 for S.0.Libs. Nos.27, 48, £8,
70, 136 and 188. WANTED: Early Magnets, S.0.Iibs.
47, 79, 178, 181, 183, 192, H.Machin, 38 St.Thomas
Road, Moor Park, Preston, Lancs.

WANTED: Aldine Publications, Turpins, Duvals, etec.
Landy, 4 Nuneaton Road, Deagenham, Essex.

WANTED: Early Magnets, Gems, Plucks; would buy or
exchange. 5/- each offered for Plucks containing
St.Jim's stories, and Gems Nos.1ls & 22. John R.Shaw,
4 Brunswick Park, Camberwell, London, S.E.5. :

|WANTED: Megnets complete with covers, Nos.100-300
and 800-1090. Good prices. W.H.Neate, "Wenlook",

» Bucks.
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In our lest issue you read about some of the
authors snd artists who helped to make "The Champ-~
ion" a successful boys weekly. Here ia the second
ingtalment of the reminiscences of that paper's-
firet editor. We are sure you will find it of great
interest.

PERSONALITIES OF THE PAST - PART TWO
j on Symonds

5. Leslie Beresford:

A keen, serious minded men, who listened very
attentively to the Editor's remarks when discussing
stories and gave the impression that he regarded
his commissions as matters of great importance to
be carried out with meticulous care. Turned in his
stuff regularly and efficiently and was very easy.
to work with. 4 man with ideas which frequently
bubbled over and had to be sorted out. His best
story for "The Chempion" was "The War of Revenge".

6. Sidney spd Francis Warwick:

Pather and son. We dealt chiefly with the fatherp
Sidney Worwick, a real gentleman of the "old school"
quiet, dignified, charming in the extreme. Very like
A.C.Marshgll in personelity. A careful conscient-
ious worker, whose MSS were invariobly so cleanly
typed and so beautifully composed that it was hordly
ever necegsAry to sub-edit them. His outstanding
charscteristic was his old world courtesy which
made it alwrys such 2 pleasure to converse with him.
A man with & strict outlook on life but obviously
happy, especinlly in his family life. He had two
very gifted soms and & charming wife .amd his home
was redolent of the best of the Vietorien tradition,
quiet, friemdly, dignified. One of the Editor's most
valued friends.

7. Arthur S. Hapdy: :

One of the "old brigade" - a real "professional"
who lknew his job inside out. You asked him for - say
a footbell story, amnd you never bothered to mentiom
the plot or construction. He'd just not end sgy "I
lnow; Can do. Monday Week"? And the thing would be
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on the Editor's desk, strictly according to speci-
fication. Competent, conscientious work if a little
conventional. Typing not sbove criticism but at
leas$ readable!

8. Coutts Brisbene: (Reid Whitley and verious other
pen nmnea%:

Big, jovial, happy-go-lucky, a msn with some
extraordinery ideas for stories, especially in the
realm of fantastic fiction. The merest sketch of an
idea from the Editor was enough to produce an elab-
orately worked out yarn, full of excitement and
surprises. His fund of ideas seemed perpetusl and
he was an indefatigeble worker.

Editor's Note: Of recent years Coutts Brisbane
has mede quite a name for himself in the field of
Science Fiction. As recently as 1941 he wrote a
successful story of interplametary travel "Iaw of
the Universe" which appeared in the British Science
Fiction megezine "Tales of Wonder" (Worlds Work -
1/-~). We have just lesrned that he has been appro—
ached to write similar stories for the new magazine
"Pantasty" but apperently has now retired from the
authors chair. '

9. Alfred Edgar:
Tall, keen eyed, incisive in speech, very depend
able. Always gave the impression thet he kmew what
he wanted and where he was going; enthusiagtic, es-
pecially about his own particular line, which was
polioe and thriller fiction. Quietly gelf-confident,
poised, courteous, firm. And a very loyal supporter
of the Editor, both officially amd privately. One
of the few writers who could be depended upon to
turn in a story without first submitting o synopsis
and whose story could, if necessary, be "pagsed"
for press, with omly the most cursory glonce. His
typescoripts were always a pleasure to read, being
clean, straight forward, neat and efficient. Very
soon after joining the staff he qualified ns second-|
in-command, snd was alweys "in charge" in the nbsench
of the Editor, acting for him in =211 motters of im-—
poriance FINIS
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Iwo more brilliant contributions by Mr. F. Add-
ington Symonds will appear in our pages soon. The
first of these "How 'The Champion' Started" will
appear, if possible, in No.9, and you can believe
us that it is well worth looking forwnrd to. The
story of his youthful enthusiasm for "The Big Bud-
get" edited by Arthur Brooke and how he reached the
"editor's chair" at Fleetway House, makes superb

The second of Mr. Symond's contributions will
appear soon afterwards and will interest you trem-
endously. The title "Some Notes on Editorial Pol-
icy". An original article from which many mey lesrn
guite a lot!

. FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS
Sentiment in Schoolboy Fiction .. .+ Tom Armitege

The Shylock of Greyfriars .. deon . .Roger Jenkins
Authors & Artists I Disliked .. .R.4,H.Goodyear
Those Were the Days .. ain ve .F.W.Webb
Off the Besten Track .. o o' . .Rager Jenlkins
Masters of Greyfriars.. #i vo  T.W,Puckrin
These We Loved in the 01d Days ‘s .. Frank Osborn
Tim Pippin and Giantland .. .o .. B W.Wearing
Purple Periods .. % i &3 .. Tom Armitage
01d Boys' Books .. . ve .. Geo.O.Foster

Amalgameted Press Artik-ba o . i e .Nemo

WANTED: Early issues of Gem, Magnet, Pluck, Dread-
nought; early 1914 & 1925. Eric Payne, 23 Grove
Road, Surbiton.

WANTED: 3d Garfield ILibs., Vanguards: 1907-8, Black,
Highweyman, Nos.7l1 to 83. C.W.Daniel, 268 Toms- -
wood Hill, Ilfofd, Essex.

WHY NOT AIVERTISE
For Rates

See Page 178
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YOUR EDITORS' TALKING

(Pirst a few of the things that were said when
Yorkshire met Glamorgen.) .

H.B.Bond: Well, about the collectors' list, This
seems to be a v‘éry popular idea for the 4nmual.

H.I.aekengz: Yes, and details are already coming in
nicely. Some of the records of collections make very
interesting reading indeed. If everyone will pley
up and send their lists along it should be an in-
valuable feature. One can think of several reasons
why. Here's one for instance: Supposing a collector
for some reason has to dispose of his collection.

A list such as we hope tp have would help him
greatly. He would know exactly to whom to offer then.

B. That's so. And here's emother point. I've heard
of several instances where a collector has left a
nice little colleotion behind him on being called
up, and found that the papers had all disappesred
on his return. Someone, not realising their appeal
or value, heving handed them out for salvage. That
is bad enough, but one can think of something more
regrettable. Supposing a collector dies, for even
good collectors die, even though the hobby seems to
create a lot of Peter Pans, and those who are res-
ponsible- for winding up his affairs are unawere thead
"Magnets", "Gems", "Union Jacks", ete., are worth
meny times their original value these days.

L. Yes indeed, Mourioce, you've got something there,
Tor it's a metter which has given me, personally,
' {mich food for thought. If I had to pass to the
Elysian Fields I have a fear that my collection
might meet with & fate like that. It's a modest
collection compared with some I know of, yet it does
contain quite a number of items others might like
to possess. Yet the chences ore some of it might be
handed over to lads who would say "Poo! What
papers. I don't think much to 'em.- I'd rather have
the "Enockout" or the "Hotaspur"." Or a good deal
of it might go into the salvage bin even. Yot dis-

posed of judiciously it would bring in o useful sum
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t0 someone I left behind, and at the- same time be
welcomed by other collectors. Fortunately that is
not so likely to happen now as it would have been
if I had passed on some time ago.

B. Well, let's hope such an event won't happen for
& long time to come. S5till, it is an important
point, and if I was the first to go, well perhaps
I could leave it to you to see my Blakes went to
those who would most appreciate them.

L. O.E. And now, seeing I'm on holiday we'll changdg
the subject shall we? What about the size? We've
the choice of two. One, that of our monthly C.D.,
and the other about the size of a "Magnet" -~ per-
heps & little wider.

H. I think I favour the latter for the Anmual. It
has lots of adventages now that we have got the op-
portunity to reproduce illustrations.

L. So do I. And t&lking of reproducing, what do
you think to this? It's a proof of the title head-
ing, snd an illustration from the very firat St.
Jim's story "Jeack Blake et St.dim's" which appeared
in "Pluck", November 1lth, 1906. I had it prepared
the night before I left York.

B. My word! That's grest, hasn't it come out
splendidly? That's going to interest the Hemilton
group no end — amd others too.

L., Right them, that's the size settled, and T

fhere will be about KO pages of it. Now what
else is there? -Oh yes, Rogér Jenkins is working on
e grand idea - & key list to the "Magnet" and " Gem"
stories in the "Schoolboy's Own Idibrary". It's
esusing him a lot of research but he doesn't seem
to mind. And John Shaw is giving him a veluable
helping hand.

B. Jolly good. Just the sort of thing we want.

L. Then there's the start-stop 1list of boys' week-
es over 100 years or so. Shall have to get busy
that for I should like to have it as nearly &as som-
plete as possible. Only the other day I came scross
| some sdverts. for a "Jacks Paper" started by Pear—
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gsons in 1922, I've got the starting date but I
haven't the slightest idea how long it ran. I don't
think it was very long.

. Perhaps someone can help before we go to press.
ay a century of papers! Plenty of facts and
figures there. What else?

L. Oh, there's lots of ideas. Seems to me it will
be the same old trouble, what to put in and what to
leave out. Anyway, we hope to have reproductions of
the ocovers of several No.l issues, & selection of
titled of the real old "bloods", important changes
in the lives of the more famous pzpers such as the
passing of thr orange and blue covers of the "Meg-
net" and "Gem", mnd re-call some of the once popu-
lar detectives, Royston Gower, Frenk Ferrett, John
Smith, Stemley Dere. BEven if they never become os
famous as the chap you know and think so much about
they will be remembered by meny of the older mem-
berse of the clen. And ho, that reminds me. One
staunch Bleke fan suggested some particulars of
stories of that deteotive which had appeared in
Egpera other than those most oclosely agsociated wit)
8 nsme.

B. That's & good idea.

L. Um, yes. I thought you'd say that. being you.
But I mgree it is a good idea. It will require a
lot of research though, "Boy's Friemd", "Reolnm",
"Herald", "Dreadnought", "Boys' Journal" and the
others.

B. Never mind, there's no doubt it would make an
Interesting feature. There were quite n mumber of
original stories in the eorly B.F.L. alone. And
maybe some of the older members of the Sexton Blsoke
Club can supply some data. What's that? 0Oh, O.E.
Margaret - - - there's the wife calling us in to
supper.

WANTED: A Sexton Blake Bust. Any ressonnble price
paild. V.A,Baxendale, 1 Vincent Street, Openshaw,
HManchester, 11.
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LETTER BOX

The latest from Frank Richards. An issue of
the C,D. would not be complete without one of Mr.
Frank Richards' cheery letters. It will be noted
that those eagerly awaiting his Billy Bunter of
Greyfriars School, must be patient a little longer.
But meenwhile there will be Topham and St.Olave's
stories, and there's welcome news for 'Gemitea;.

H.L.)

13th June, 1947.
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Meny thenks for the new Digest - interesting
from cover to cover. The front cover is a gem, &and
the contents attract like a magnet! ‘

I pick up guite & lot of interesting informatio
from the artieles, about Harcourt Burrage especia
More years ago than I want to remember I was one of
his 'constent readers'. I wonder how meny other old
readers of "Ching-Ching" are still going strong!
The nention of Pearsons "Big Budget" is interesting
too. I remember that I used to write some short
stories for that paper early in the present cent-
ury , though I have guite forgotten then now, even
the titles. A very agreeable chap naned Wentworth
Janes was editor ot that time, and I used to see hirn
at the office in Maiden Tene. Loter he left and
begen a paper of his own crlled the "Glean" for
which elso I did & few things; though these also arg
hoard to remenber now.

"Billy Bunter of Greyfriars School" seems now
definitely scheduled for August. When the next vol-
une will sppear is on the knees of thengods! But
nore munbers of "Tophan" and "St.0live's" are about
to descend on the bookstalls. I begin to wonder
whether the peper shortoge hns settled down as n
pernement institution. Still, one rusn't grouse:
there are ruch nore serious shortages than that,
and one rmst be thankful for small nercies.

thanks for your kind opinion of my rather
exotia Crogs-word Book in a variety of languages.




191

t. publishey is.now pondering over it - apparently

[with one eye on the public and the other,on the

paper problem. In the meantime, I am keeping busy

with Tom Merry, Figgins, and Arthur Augustus D'Arcy

and between this, end the lovely summer weather,

Just enjoying life.

. “ With kind regards, _
: Yours sincerely.

Frank Richards.

New Zealand also-defends St. Franks
by J.B.Murtagh

Yes, Mr.Roger Jenkins, your unkind and uncalled
for remarks sbout E.S.Brooks and St.Franke heve
stirred up trouble even in this far corper of the
'world, and the fact that this article has been
flown 12,000 miles should go to show how world wide
the popularity of that greet school is. Mr.Jenkins
says he is surprised that some people prefer the
work of Brooks to thet of Charles Hrmilton. Well,
maybe he'll be speechless with smegement when he
finds there are other people in far off Wew Zetlnnd
who prefer the former. Homilton is grent, but with |
me Brooks comes first. Far from locking realism,
his charnctera, to my mind, nctunlly live, mmd I
find it hard to believe they axre nll o myth. Mr.
Jenkine nlso says that Brooks went to fomtastic
lengths to arouse interest. The St.Franks juniors
did NOT visit hidden worlds every vacontion for,
emongst other plnges they went to China, The U.S.4.,
the Pneific Islands, New Zealand, Australia, South
Africn, the Wild West. One of the hidden worlds
'visited, namely Northeatrin, was quite feasibly ex-
plained by voloenic notion. Obviously Mr.Jenkins
lacks ination and con be put with thet clnss ef
person who lmughed at the stories of Jules Verne.

No doubt by the time this appears in print Mr.
Jenking will have been told off to a2 standstill by
some of the English readers for his suggestion that
St. Franks is & copy of St. Jims and Greyfrisrs. Evel
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Mr.Hamilton would deny this. Mr. Brook's characters
had totally different personalities. There had to
be a school with good and bad characters therein,
and there the similarity emds. If the St.Franks
stories were not a success why did they run for 18
years (25 years counting reprints)? A Moreover, I
understand that Mr.Brooks wrote EVERY St.Franks
story that appeered in the N.L L. Thig is a pretty
good record for this suthor who had a style of his
own that one could pick out immediately. Some of
his cherneters such ns Archie Glenthorne, Wm.Neapol-
con Browne, Handforth, Pullwood, the Trotwood Twins)
Timothy Tucker, clarenee Fe:l.lowa Tommy Watson oand
Reggie Pitt, were outstonding peraonalities at

St. FPronks and differed entirely from those of
other authors. I guite respect the opinions of
those who like Mr.Hamilton's stories better but
assert that Mr.Brooks cen be rightly proud of his
work in. the same field.

Mr.Jenkins is hitting below the belt when he
recuses Mr.Brooks of plegorism. It would be &
strange world indeed had we all the some tastes.
For my part my first love is St.Franks with Grey-
friars taking second place and St.Jims third. T
think Charles Hamilton is a wonderful writer to
feature so many schools and so manycharacters for
so many years, but at the same time take off my
hat to lr. Brooks the creator of St.Franks. H:T.s stor
jes have brought happiness into the hearts of count-
less thousands of boys end girls throughout the
world.

I haven't covered all the points in Mr.Jenkins'
article, but feel that others will have their say
about those I 'have missed. . »

FOLLOWING SCHOOIIB(KS‘ CWNS WANTED: Nos.l1,2,12,19,
26,29,32, 35 34 38,6 148 149 150,152,154, 159,
160,155, 170 éo é 247,548,549,%5
252,254,256, 261 263,265, 267 Roger Jenkins, Ga e,
Town Heil Road Havan‘h Hants.

Advertise in the C.D.
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THE SWINDLES EXPOSURES

The exposures of the swindles have, of necess-
ity, occcupied a good deal of space in recent issues.
We shell not require so much this month, fortunate-
ly, and thus find room for more pleasant topiecs, for
we have again deecided to mnke it 32 pages, so much
have we in hand. 48 we were able to briefly amnouncs
in No.hf Pearson duly appeared before the Leicester
Magistrates Court and was sent to the Quarter Ses-—
sions for trial. Under the circumstaonces it would
not, of course, be proper to make amy further com-
ment on the case for the time being. We understond
that the Quarter Sessions will be held townrds the
end of July, so we.may be able to announce the re-
sult of the trial iIn our August issue (No.8).

As for the mem with the many aliases, not a word
has been heard of him since lir.Baguley wrote him
that letter (see C,D.No.6). It seems evident he
realises it would be too dangerous to serve up the
gtoxry of the old oak chest any longer. It has occur-
red to us, however, that it would be a good idea to
give our subscribers a specimen of his handwriting,
Just in case he did venture to try again with a
chemge of theme, and, of eourse, @nother impressive
name.

9 b yv-l.u'.m o th, M

Schelloogs Qurno, 1 b 388, conocentbive
Gorns, 50 to 1425 compecskine
Melson " baes, 400 voeions OLD ANp NEW SERES,
"lﬂn‘, Jq w" Know wrficlher L Lo [y o §

L imbennted. I Cuve -iu-umt-h
m €5, ane axcellent ocheol _M"’S_ {

. ..:!l‘-umm H-u. r-r ﬂ‘b:]‘ibm.

And thére, for the time being, we leave the
subject.
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THE C.D. ON THE AIERT AGAIN

Those of you who are i, g
interested in the new :
radio serial "The Daring
Dexters" may heve noticed
that, in the issue of the
"Radio Times' dated Ath
June, the name of the
heroine had been changed
in the cast from "Solly"
+o "Sherry". Would it
surprise you if we said
that the "Collectors' Di-
geat" had & little to do
with that? Well, it was
so. You see there happened
+o be asnother "Sally Dex-
ter" and she was born
first (See C.D.No.5 back
page). Moreovexr, she is
the child of the brain of .
a sturdy supporter and contributor to this magazine
She is the glamorous, captiveting wife ond ocssist-
ant of Rex Dimond, whose adventures appear in the
breezy quarterly "Wit". When our contributor henrd
sbout the other Selly he promptly got in touch with
+he B.B.C. and asserted his rights. The p ople of
Portlend Place grocefully met him half- end
agrecd as soon ag possible to give their heroine a
nickneme, "Sherry", and drop the "Sally". So now

ou know, end we advise you to get acguainted with
the original Sally Dexter, you'll like her.

Subscriptions for "WIT" 4s.hd for four isswes,
should be addressed to BCOM/Bizarresqiie; or 14-16,
Indgate Hill, London, E.C.4. (Mention C.D. when
doing so),

SALLY PLXTIR

TO HARRY MANNERS FANS: Oollection of Kadak Magaz-
. ines for sale; Greyfriars Annuals 1920 and 1930
re red, also various Msgnets. Robert H.Whiter,
706, Lordship Lene, Wood Green, London N.22,
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AILDINE "DICK TURPIN" TITIES

This item was started in C.D. Vol.1l, No.3 on
page T3 but, as only 4 titles were given, we are
re-inserting them here.

(1) Driven from Home, or Dick Turpin & Black Bess
seek Pame & Fortune. (2) The Masked Msn of Mystery,
or A Story of St{ﬂnge Deeds. (3) The Secret of the
01d Mint, or Dick rights am old Wrong. (4) The
Night-Riders of Bagshot Heath, or 'Mid Friends and
Foes. (5) The Fatal Word of Commend, or How Dick
held the King himself to Ransom. (65 Thet Rascal
Blueskin, or Dick Turpin emnd his Friends Abroad.
(7) The Dark Deeds of Paris, or Dick Comes Out in
his True Colours. (8) Dick Turpin's Mark of Vengencq,
or The League of the Death's Heads. (9) The Hero of
Hounslow Heath, or How Dick Turpin outwitted Jona-
than Ridgewsy. (10) Stand and Deliver, or How Black
Bess treated Dick Turpin to a Mighty Iesp. (11) Tom
to the Rescue, or On the Road to Tyburn Tree.
(12) Dick Turpin in a Hot Corner, or Hemmed in on
all Sides. (13) Teke Me Who Dare, or How Dick amd his
Friends got into some Serious Scrapes.:  (14) Your
Money or your Iife, or How Dick took from the Rich
to give to the Poor. (15) Hurrah for the Road, or
How Dick Turpin turned the Tables on his Enemies.
(16) The Mystery of the Lonely Heath, or How Dick
Turpin tracked a Monster Down. (17) Turpin's Great
Fight for Liberty, or FProm Dungeon to the King's
Highway. (18) Tom King to the Feont, or Great
Doings in Surrey and Kent. (19) Dick's Duel to the
Death, or The Masked Terrors of Evil-Doers. (20)
Ho, for the King's Highwsgy, or The Misfortunes that
overtook some Valiant Men. (212 In Desperate Straits
or 4 Story of Fire and Sword. (22) The Dark River's
Secret, or The Men in the Death's Head Mask. (23)
Shoulder to Shoulder. (24) He Feared no Foe or
Great Adventures in the North. (25) The Tragedy of
Shooters Hill, or How Turpin frustrated a Villainous
Plot. (26) A Fight to a Finish, or The Mysterious
Midnight Messenger. (27) A Traitor's Fate, or Petery
and Beetles to the Fore. :
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The suthor of our recent successful article on
Sweeny Todd. Mr.F.N.Weering, again returns to the
fold, with:- .

THE HALFPENNY BOYS IEADER
ITS ENVIRONMENT,

Our Editor asks me if I can throw any light on
this paper, of which he has acquired a copy. No.l
was issued by Henry Wells Jackson, 2 Red Idon Court,
on Sept.llth, 1895, 15 pages,.size 84" x 111" end rah
for 229 numbers when it was incorporated with "The
Boys of London & New York" an 8 page newspaper-size
K;Eer also published by Jackson for meny yesrs from

ericen stories from Touseys "Boys of New York". In
the early eighties Jackson had issued @ penny "Boys
Leader", 8 pageg, large sigze, and the 4d issue con-
sisted of the old stories broken down to Pit the new|
gize, which must have been a diffiecult job. Of coursk
the stories were American reprints, amd I recollect
some of the titles, "Billy the Bootblack" by Harrigoh
emd Hart (& po r song snd dance term of the USA.
early eighties). "Johnnie Burgoo® by Commodore Ah-
Look, smd "The Boy Pilot of Lrke Michigum"oby Howard
de Vere. Referring to "Boys of London & New York",
No.l Jamuary 7th, 1882, ran till 1899, a good run,
which proves there mmst have been a British Publie
for the Americrn reprint, amd most likely the cause
of its death was due to "The Boys of New York" pub-
lished by Frrmk Tousey, stopping at No.1l000., Thus no
more stories would be availeble. -

I take, from &an old scrapbook, an excerpt which
wes written by #n old collector who wona am euthority
on the bygone-boys papers:-— : ; ’

"Between 1885 and 1890 it was my good fortune
%o _hold the post of errand boy in & Fleet Street
publishing office, and a8 my pet hobby was reeding
a8 many highwaymen stories as my pocket would
efford it was quite natural that I should teke r
strong interest in the offices from which they efme
It was my custom to nlways buy copies nt the officed
themselves, and I must have become pretity well
Imown to some of the men whose names appeal so mach
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to us in these later days. Charles Fdx manfiged his
own business end had but one sssistant, He served -
me many times over the counter of the old Shoe Lane
| office which I must oBy was one of the tidiest of
them. The old yellow posters with page illustrations
from "Turnpike Dick", "Sweeny Todd", ond "Ching Ching'
delighted me most. The o0ld office of E.J.Brett in
Fleet Street was crammed from floor to ceiling with
bound volumes, and penny numbers. Wn.Cates trade
counter was a very small corner of-thke works in
Bouverie Street. It was furnished with 2 bookcase
showing all the Hogerth House stories which frscin-
ated ne. Harrisons, where Black Bess smd Blueskin
cane fron, was in a dark corner of Bride Court mnd
the Black Bess nunmbersa were all arranged in little
boxes along the wall. S.Dacre Clarke's (Guy Royner)
office at 85 Parrington Street was en interesting
plage. It wns the house in which "Tit Bits" wns
first issued in London. There Guy Reyner issued the
"Boys Populnr Weekly". I saw hin often in those
days sand used to wonder if he was the greet ventri-
loguist he was supposed to be. Hendersons, which
published “"The Young Bolks Paper" and many 34 story
books, was o well orgemised concern, which featured
the Tin Pippin stories by Richard Quittenton (Rol-
rnd Quiz). I was the first stranger who went into
"fnawers" office and paid a 14 for number one. I
little thought that Harmsworths activities would put
en end to all the wonderful old papers that then
seemed to me the most desirable literature in the
world. One more office was that of the "Boys of Lon~‘
don & New York". Jackson and a boy were all the 4
staff I ever saw there. In the late nineties it
was issued from Jackson Printing & Publishing Co.,
Station Road, Wigen - & bit rural after London.

DON'T LET DOUBLE SUMMER TIME
MAKE YOU FORGET YOUR SUBS.




411 Jorrespondence to
H.M.Bond, 10, Erw Wen, Rhiwb: Qardiff.

IHE ROUND TABLE

I am sure that you will all be delighted with
the fine heading which Mr.Wilfred Darwin has spec-
ielly drewn for this section of the C.D. Not only
does it look very effective, but he has menaged
to portrey a Sexton Blake in the true Erie R.Parker
style and ma&y well be proud of his effort for this
reagon alone. As you ore aware, we &re experiment-
ing with 811 types of illustrations by the photo-
stat and I think that as time goes by we shall be
able to reproduce meny items which will be of great
interest to all Blake fans. The possibilities are
limitless once we overcome a few small difficultied.

This month I am including snother fine Blake
Croseword by Mr.Rex Dolphin. This contributor has
undoubtedly burned much midnight oil for the sake
of Blekian& and I feel sure that you will all agred|
that he has provided us with a really entertaining

.item. Many thanks, Rex!

The Round Table feature is, to a certain exten
& unique, for it is being written while I am in th
company of my Co-Editor, Mr.Herbert Leckenby. 4s
you Iknow, we have jointly produced this magazine
while being more than 300 miles apart and this is
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the first occasion that we have been‘able to sit
down at the same table and discuss the hobby in
general and the C.D. in particular. We had hoped
that other members of our circle would be sble to
vieit Cardiff during this week but unfortunately
this was not to be. But it has been & very delight-—
ful week for both of us and it has been a renl
pleasure to enjoy the company of one of the renl
enthusiasts of the hobby. Next month the Round
Table will be minus one in actuality, but I like to
think th<t in theory you are all with me, as I am
sure you are.

Browsing through some of my collection of Union
Jacks for the year 1910 I came across the following
which I thought would be of interest to you all:-

"To Pedro":

Noble art thou, O hound of world-wide fame,
Sagacious, tender, stern, determined, mild;
Pedro! How meny thousends love thy neme?
Fierce as a tiger - gentle as a child!
Fierce when the vicious would their crimes pursy
Gentle when Virtue seeks thy deuntless aid;
Strong for the weak and quick for the true,
Thou dost not recognise the word 'afraid'!

An elmost human intellect is thine,

Canine of lion heart and peerless breed;

No frentic fear to thee brings whimpering whine
Thou ¥nowst 1t not, great dog of daring deed,
Heroic creature! All thy praises sing - -

Thou art of enimals a very king!

Chas. P. Forshaw, LL.D.

This tribute to Blake's famous bloodhound seems
rather "flowery" to the modern way of thinking, but
it does show, to a very great extent, how very pop-
ulor the animal wes some thirty-six years ago. It
would be well if he was as much to the fore in mod-
ern Blake stories &s he was in those days. 4s I tury
the pages of the Union Jack which featured the above
I note that he appears in almost every illustration,
and might add that this was the case in almost eversy

issue at that time.
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The June 1947 issues of the S.B.L. have arrived
as I write this. Once again Iewis Jackson and 4in-
thony Parsons are featured. I wonder why? In No.l46
(the Jackson story) it was announced that No.l45
weas by Rex Hardinge when it actually was by Parsons?
Looks mg if the A.P. are slipping up!

Cheerio for now, {
H. M. BOND.

Another article for the "moderm" collector. One
of our most active and enthusiastic young writers
presents a pen picture of an author who, it is hoped
will again write for the S.B.L. We feel sure thet
o0ld and nmew readers will be intereated in these
notes about:-

JOHN_DRUMMOND

A Sexton Bleke Idbrary Wer-time Discovery
by dJdohn Cocher. Jdun.

During the war yeers, several new suthors app-
eared amongst the ranks of the old esteblished fav-
ourites in the Sexton Blake Iibraries. Chief amongst
these, to my mind, anywey, was John Drummond. His
name was not unknown for it was this suthor who
created a cherecter who enjoyed jreat popularity
during the final days of the Thriller, namely, the
Red Sword, & rather fantastic character but, never—
theless, & colourful and adventurous ome. I think
I am correct in seying, too, that John Drummond's
stories of the Red Sword were reprinted in an Amer-
ican magazine, Popular Detective, This is nothing
new for other Sexton Blake mithors have had their
stories reprinted in similer magagines, Anthony
Parsons and Berkeley Grey being only two.

Therefore Drummond wes not exactly - unknown
writer when he nade his debut as a writer of Sexton
Blake stories. He had from the stert a distinctive
style which often reminded me of the mamer of the
mich lamented Gwyn Evens. He seemed to favour
bizarre situations and also enjoyed bringing to-

gether the main cheracters at the end of a story forp
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a startling denouncement. And he managed to do it
successfully. His first novel, The Essex Road Crime
{T1) showed great promise but it is alwasys rather
& poor idea to chose a policeman as the criminal
being a trifle misleading to the render. His second
The Msnor House Mennce (65) was much better, it wns
more subtle and with better characterisation and he
treated Blake more kindly than the majority of prest
ent day writers do. The Tragic Affair of e Stnt-
ionmaster's Legacy (80) mnd The Riddle of the
Leather Bottle (82) were commonplace mysteries, mnd
he rose to m much higher level with his fifth novel
The Prninted Dagger (86). This had a shrewd, well-
thought-out plot which convinved me there and then
that John Drummond was & really welcome addition to
the ranks of Sexton Blake writers. In this story
one could perceive the influence of the Gwyn Evans
school of thought.

But his next novel, The House on the Hills (91)
with its bisarre situations seems to me to have
been his best. Here Drumnond reclly let his imegin-
ation go to the full extent and the result was one
of the beat novels pebbed in the Third series to
date.

Then, contrery to expectations his final stor-
ies were not so good. At Sixty Miles per Hour (94)
showed little inspiration although the plot was
quite good and The Riddle of the Mummy Case (100)
was such a strange badly written novel thnt one
could scarce believe that it had been written by
the same man who hod created so excellebt n novel
a few bried months before. The A.P. evidentally
tired of Drummond or the muthor tired of his pub-
lishers, and since that date he hed not appeared
in the Idbrary. Why? Surely he wes mm impoxtant
discovery. Maybe John Drumnond is now working for
the Daily Graphic an their New York correspondent,
for a writer of that napme haos recently returbed to
the Kemsley Group of newspapers. Wag John Drurnond
of Sexton Blake fane the sane mrn who wrote n best
seller entitled The Bride Wore Black, which wnas
later a selection of the Book Club? Who can tell?
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The A.P. is unnecesscrily reticent when concerned
with emthors these days, slthough I can remember o
+ime when even papers such as the Triumph and Cham-
pion gave details of their writers, Donald Dane,
and others being given excellent write-ups.

Maybe the A.P. will give us details of their
writers as the years pass by as they did in the
1930's: maybe I shall never lesrn anything further
about John Drummond whod shone brightly for a year
and then faded into the past with no excuse er
apology .

SEXTON BLAKE CROSSWORD No.3: BY REX DOLPHIN

We have received many letters of congratulation
on the first S.B.Crossmsord which Mr.Dolphin com-
piled for our No.5, and it is with great pleasure
that we now present his second effort in this dir-
ection. We think you will find it even more ingen-
ious than the first for it certainly will provide
you with a few "teaseras".

CQlues Across:

1.Tree from Hardy's init-
ials. 4.Cobfederation
character with wings. 7.
Blake's initials. 9.Re-
verse the firm which pub-
lishes Blake. 10.Middle
neame of 26 across. 12.
Gregory's Chriastian name.
13.He s in the dark.
14.Blake often sat for
him. 15.In which Blake
was born. 17.4A Blake fen,
no doubt. 19.4 Brandon
character has suffered a
reverse & lost 5/-. 20.
uged to cost 4d. 22.° A
Sin by Gwyn Evans. 23.

Stone's real neme. 28,In-
itials of 26 across. 30.

Bird of Paradise, known
+0 Plummer. 26.Much trev-
elled author. 27.Rolling

Title used by 34 across.
31.,A long Christian name.
33.Initials of Waldo's
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creat or.34.Alias Prof.Andrew Butterfield. 35.Creat-
ion of 24 down.

Clues Down:

2. Grant's profession. 3.Bleke's creator (Christian
Name). 4.Haclmeyed form of Laban. 5.Initials of

24 down. A.He is as a son to S.B. 7.Wherein we us-
ually meet Blake. 8.Gerald the archer hes lost &
men. 10.Stanton -<—-. 1l.Initials of 22 dowm. 12.
What Mrs.Bardell and Baker St. mesn ‘o Blaoke. 16.
Teke the D.A. from one artist to find enother. 18.
4 joint found in a Blake paper. 19.This stone rolle
and goce us Gromite. 21.Greatest triumph of 14
across. 22. Did Edwy prefer him to Blake? 24.0ne of
the Murrays. 25.Wu Iing was called o yellow one
(title of S.B.I.No.l). 26. Walter —————, 31l.Reverse
initials of Blnke's broadeanster. 32.King Korl or
Krock Kelk?

ANSWERS TO SEXTON BLAKE QUIZ No.2:

1. Edwy Searles Brooks. 2,.Barry. 3.Becudelnire -
French. 4. Dr.Huxton Rynmer. 5.An ndversnry of Sex-
zon Blake - The Spider - H.Gregory Hill. 6. Clrud-
us. -

FORTH-COMING ATTRACTIONS IN "BLAKTANA":

The Story of Dr.Satira .e .o oo . .H.M.Bond
Sexton Bleke on Stmge, Screen & Radio - Rex Dolphin
The House (No.1l) Nie &3 e e . .H.M. Bond
Portraits of Blake .. . ’e .. Rex Dolphin

Regular features will include e Quix, the Round

Teble, etc.iete. -
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LAUGHING WITH MRS.BARDELL
by H.M.Bond

411 the older readers of the adventures of Sex-
ton Blake recaell, with much pleasure, the great
prominence given to the detective's inimitable
houselzeper during the latter half of the run of
the old "Union Jack". To-day, she is very much
forsaeken & forseken character, due, I think, to
the inebility of the modern Blake suthor to find a
place for her in the "fast-mcving" story of to-day,
but whenever mention is made of the Brker Street
esteblishment we like to imagine thet she is not
fer away from the feamous consulting room. Probably,
with more years upon her shoulders, Mrs.Bardell has
ceased to give vent to those peculiarities of
speech which used to smse us so much ond which un-
doubtedly did much to popularise the old lady. Her
mis-use of the King's English wes alweys o source
of great amusenent both to Sexton Blake himself omd
to the reader, smd I con recnll mony renlly fumny
remarky she made.

Thanks to such authors as Gwyn Evans gnd Robert
Murray we were introduced to the real Mrs.Bardell asg-
often as possible. If only such was the case to-day;
somehow I can't understand why the dear old soul
should be so neglected but there it is and we heave
to put up with her absence from the stories, rely-
ing on our old numbers of the U.J. to refresh our
memories of her.

Mrs.B. once said that Bleske "has a lot of joint
in his falour, but is &n invertebrate smoker". I 1
wonder if the 1947 budget has affected this state-
ment? Probebly the old dame would "have come over
all of a trimble like an asperin leaf" had she even
dared to imagine such an increase in prices as we
have suffered (for she made the statement wry back
in 1932 - the halcyon days to us - now!).,

During my recent imeginary visit to Baker Street
I quite expected Mrs.Bardell to say thet the det-
ective "eouldn't decieve vou now., Sir". Probably in
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=in the worde of Blake's housekeeper. the sleuth
would have been "on the foam".

I think Y did hear her mention that she was
dead scared of "the resolvers amnd sutocratic pis-
tola" that her master had in the housge.

Her familarity with modern £ilm stars is an
unknown quentity, but she used to be fond of the
"flicka" and was once heard to mention that "el-
though Polar Negro hed staged a great comeback I
am fonder of Phoenix the Cat then of tmy other
fillum star". In more recent times she might have
talked sbout "Snowdwarf and the seven Whites". '

Recalling Gwyn Evans' treatment of Mrs.B. I
also remember HER treatment of HIS Characters.
"Splesh" Page was inevitobly "Crash" Poge mnd
rather them Julius Jones and Co publishing the
"Daily Radio" it wes, in her words o case of "pol-
ishing the Daily Radium". She used to like "the
installations of the serimls" in thot paper by the
way .

When Blake (as he often did) emlated Leon
Kestrel the Master Mummer and adopted a disguise,
his housekeeper eyed him with some degree of ad—
miration and often remarked to her sister—in-lew
Mary Ann Cluppibs that "Mr.Blake is a fair marble
at fake up and dispising himself". Blake, I am
gure, would rare despise himself but would pro-
bably agree that his make up was just as emsily
described as = "fake up". He had to amile one day
though, for, having disguised himself as a Celes—
tial he overhcad Mrs.B sfy that "he looked wonder-
ful as a Chinese mendoline".

I think, however, that when she told someone
that "Mr.B. has had = busy d in his lavatory,
doing comical experiments, melting things in cubi-
cles and penetrating the whole house with precoc-
ious diplomas" she just sbout enpped nll her prev-
ious unwitting attempts to twist the King's English.
I wonder if, under current conditions, she would
:;alk to Mery #nn Oluppins nbout such things ns
"Putility furniture" & "rationalisation of industryl







