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Vol.l. No.9 | Price 1s.1d Post Free

Next Issue : Eﬁtoar 1947

Editor Misoellansous Seotion:
Hearbe: , Telephone e,
¢/o. Central Registry, Northern Commamd, York.

FROM 'THE EDITOR'S CHAIR:

in apology to the veterans for a stert this
month, for it is prebable t had a feeling they
were rather negleoted in our last issue. It would
be a legitimate grievance, but it wes for a reason
beyond oy cantrol, one conce thet ever pres-
ent bugbear - paper. Even our no egt Yittle Mag.
had to take i%e shere of & cut in rations, conseq-
uently, '6ops which was scheduled but had not been
typed hed ‘%0 bé held over at the last moment. How-
ever, we have fried to meke nmends in ‘this issue.

I should just like to mentiom, though, that
there is rather a scarcity of articlea on the pap-
‘era of the leng €go, and in this respect we shell
keenly feel the loss of thet great gtelwart, Frank
K.Waaﬂ.ng‘.mSo if these of you who were lads in the
davas of en Victorie will get your pems to work
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we will do the rest.

One of the pleasures of my 1life these deys’come
from reading my morning meil, snd I only wish “fhere
wag room for more of them in the "TLetter Box". One
doe¢s- appeer this month from & correspondent who.
tormp himpelf one of the "little men". Well one of -
our ‘main motives in star the 0, D..was to get tha
rgal collectors together and we thinkiwe oan olaiin
weé heve gucceeded beyohd oupr hopes. And in the "dn
nual’ if aﬂmr{‘one- plays. up, we.will offer-s complyte
"Who's Who". Then maybe’ those who nre fortunate
enough to possess n few duplicntes will be s#ble to
goan its pages and then hold out a2 friendly hand te
those collectors like Mr.Prime.

Another of my correspondents tells me how just
over # yerar ago he rend that very interesting interd
view with "Frenk Richards" which appesred in "Pict-
ure Post". It brought beek memories of happy days,
it geve him a longing to rend the old stories agnin,
He began the hunt; the second-hmmd booksliops
were visited in senrch of Gens snd Megnets, need-
less to pay without success. He then had mn inspir-
ation - he wrote to Frenk Richrrds. He got a kindly

reply, fnd some useful ndvice, Wow Bhat sorrespondent

can grze upon © stendily growing ocollection, so trky
henrt; Mr.Prime.

I have a fellow feeling for collectors like
these. Way back in 1941. feeling the effects of long
hours in 8 plage where life wee heotic and grim, I
too, had the longing to start oollecting again. I
was lucky enough to get away to a good atart. Now
I often sit back end marvel -~ in those aix years I
have found through the hobby more genuine friends,
more jolly good fellows, than in all the other 50
years .of my life which had gone before. I possess
pepers of my youth I would not have believed existed
that day in 1941 when I made my fifst move in quest

of & new eollection. So there's no need to despalr |

you "little men", of the c¢lmm, even though some of
Lthe pepers may be in short supply. :
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Harking boack to the "Annual?, subscribers will
find in thia issue an order form. With ever %row-
ing costs of production we are hoping for a 100%
response if we are to belence the budget with a
charge of fs.0d4 post free. We naturally do not
wish to order more copies than sbsolutely necessary
so we should be grateful if all intending subscrib-
ers would let us have their prdera before 31st Oct.
We feel confident we shall be able to offer them
something never before attempted, and reel good
value for their money.

. Yours sincerely,

P.S: We shall also wel;ome adverts. for the
"AnmaAl". GCharge for these will be 24 per word.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

Single copies 1s.1d post free. Three copies
38.3d post free. Six copies 6s.hd post free. Postal
Orders to be made pwrabfe to H.Ieckenby, at York,
un-crossed.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES:

Smell advertisements 1d per word (name and add-
ress inserted free of che.rge?. o

ELI@: Nelson Iees, 0ld Series, particularly 102,
103, 220, 230, elso about 80 issues between Nos.1l
and 271. Neme your own price. Have hmndreds of dulp-|
licate copies for exchange. J.Murtagh, Selwood Rd.)
Hastings, New Zealsnd.

ANTED: , Sexton Blake Iibraries, Union Jacks, &nd
eq

W.
Deteotive Weeklies. W.Colcombe, 256 South Avenue,
Southend-on-Sea, Essex. +

WANTED: 04d numbers sny Boys Books. Please send
lists. A1l letters answered. Henry J.H.Bartlett,
Peams Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.




Editor's Note:

Here, grephically described, is & romence in
resl life. Where in the pages of the popers we
treasure, could you find anything more moving then
this true etory of the boy, grown te men's egtate,
who from his editorisl cheir was able +to welcome to
his steff the editor he had idolised in his boyhood
days. 1t thrills me each time I rend it. So it will
you, I am sure, when you lefrn -

HOW THE "GHAMPION" STARTED

Although the Champion first appeared in 1922,
it hed its origin at leagt sixzteen years earlier,
in the mind of 2 boy of 12 years of age living A000
miles awey from the Fleetwsy House!

Perhaps it originated even earlier: ~ for it was
when thet boy was scarcely nine years 0ld that he
firsgt wrote to "Arthur Brooke" (4.C.Mershall) then
Editor of "The Big Budget” to tell him that the B.B
was his fevourite paper. Arthur Brooke replied
| promptly emd there then begem a correspondenoce which
was meintained until it culminated, in 1916, in 2
personal meeting between render rmd Editor at And-
arton's Hotel in Fleet Street. The render, now &
young man in his very early twenties, wfs on a vigit
to Englend from South Africa and went brack to that
oountry almost nt once. But the fricndship thus esd
toblished remained umbroken to the day of Arthur
Brooke's death, only a ye&r or s0 Ug0. Indeed, on
the very lsst ocoasion on which editor and render
met, borely six months before Arthur Brooke died,
the lstter geve him two volumes - one ench of the
01d B.B. snd the Boys' Lender - fs souvenirs.

Thet agtonishing friendship, begun under such
wmusurl ciroumstences, moy indeed be snid to have
sown the seed of whet wes rftermards to become The
Ohompion, beesmuse it was from his sdmirntion of the
old B.B., with its strong "persenal touch', thot
he conoeived the idet of n paper which should be ns
mach like it £s possible. y 20
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ployed as & very Jjunior clerk in an auctioneer's
offioce, that this youth solemmly declared to himsel
that one day he would heve an office desk in Fleet4 .
way House, and would produce "smother Big Budget".
He mentioned this ambition to two or three people
at the time and they all laughed at him. "Who do
you think you are?" they said, "a mere office boy!
Where's the money coming from to get you to Eng-
land, to start with?" In his enthusiasn, he made
the youthful misteke of constantly talking about
his ambition until it beceme a sort of stock joke.
1gt1i11 here?" his friends would say As time went
on, "Thought Jou wore going to London to start o
new peper?" "I am" he answered; but wos owkordly
silent when they wented to know when! It was a8
mach ag he oould do to pe¥L his wfy on his solaxy
£g o junior clerk - and the railway fare to Cape
Town alone from Salisbury, ren into at least &
soore of pounds, while from there it would need
gomething like three-times the amount to get to
Eﬁlﬁ]ﬂﬂd. No- wonder his friends lsughed emd teunted
. ‘

=]

Nevertheless, he was seated at a desk ingide
the Fleetwsy House in less than five years after
he had boested of that ention! ;

(Oontimied)

GREAT NEWJ!

Do you went to know when certain original Nel-
son. Lee stories eppeAred in "The Schoolboys' Cwn
Library"? If you do, consult the key list in the
C.D. &mnual. '

GOOD PRICES offered for Blue-covered Gems, end
Red-covered Megnets. Have some for exchonge. T. Sa
chell, 84 Ankerd%niaﬂreaoent, Shooters Hill, Wool-

] On, - .S_- . rh gt o




‘EDITOR'S NOTE:

In our leet issue we referred to the interest-
ing article by an old reader of the stories by Mr.
Hemilton, which appeared in the "Manchester Guard-
ion" on 27th April, 1947, and promised to publish
it in‘t-is number. Well, here it is. We reproduce
it exfetly as it appeared in that famous paper. We
are sure readers will agree it looks quite effect-
ive.

'YAROOH! LEGGO! BEASTS!

By R. G. Jessel

‘Becavse my father's taste Io Richurdsy tales of TResso Bunter
MMecature  was  admirable the " "5"“";,““;:' i T;‘d S '“l’a'“'

series  which  sti ‘. ut
" Magnet * ‘“,5 not one O! the lon me, a staunch (e man, the
periodicals delivered at home in m¥ [.0)ows at St. Jim’s e as fa rond
childhood, and it was a little late In the pale as & HimgholiT bov, The

Lfe that ] made the acquaing-|[swells fram rival avudemivs  are
beastly outsiders. fr.9)ous asses, and

ance of Harty Wharton, Bob Cherry, e

i f nobedy's biznev. Trevfriars (founded
and Billy Bunter. Still, : bolad M’lbefﬂr?- 1600) is r, tirst and enly love.
'-"W“Ih_ te be a child 2 stern Dr, Locke is bewd master of my
the period when Frank Richards was jyte, und Wingate ol the Sixth is
writing in the " Magnet ”, the series cantain of my school
began before Lloyd George's first  One’s redl schoul

compared 1o

Budge} and ended with the fall of Grevlviars. proved ner a g
France. Today 1 huave forgotjen appointment. Nct asingle boy hud a
and Walter fiver a wrek for povket money.

every word of Henty
Seo't. but the characteis and tradi- Prefecis did nol patiol the passages

tions of Greylviars School ave fresh
in my memorv, and | belidye that in
most male gathciings of persons
between the ages of filty-five and
uwenty  vou will find a greater
familigrity with Coker of the Fifth
and  Mr. Guelch than with Mr
Pickwick or Henry Esmond.

The mystery of Frank Richarfs has
now bheen probed. and every ex-
schoolboy knows thut his real name
s Charles Yumiltor, that from
the same _vencrable pen  (ume
Martin Clifford’s weekly saga of
St. Jim's m  the “Gem.”  lliida

brandishing the vlernal ashplant, and
rotters were rotten in different ways,
Masters occasionaliy teok off their
cups and gowns: nor did they drag
‘cne before the head on the flimsiest

circumstantial evidence, easily
shattered by o proved alibi. There
was'not quite the same | gap

between the kids snthe Third and the
nen in the Sacil,

of the furm; il un inter-form football
(match was piaved the crucial point

iwag not whether to play the brilliunt;

Leentre furward who was also a 2d

In my achool we:
did flot even buther to have a capiain’

P38




bg;t how to Und u reasonable team at! gamely on com,
a

it
But until IM0 any one of us could
?a.\' o tuppenie and see nt Chev-
riars whit setuni 0 ight 1o be.
The b=t time @ (LY
Weekly viall w.is dup w Hary
Wharton's study, wh the: Famous
Five (probably ~tili = tivuling fiom
a birching) would be devourng plates
of sausuges, sardines, towst. and jum
roll und discussing Remove poiities.
Bob Cherry might have received
postal order that day lrom home. In
a few minutes the.
Singh would drop in for a chat: his
lish pever got any better. it he
was 3 ioyal echo, and if one boy said
*Het" you rould count on
“The botfulness is terrific.”
Later Lord Manleverer would join his

e {

.
land him in trouble
by squeals of “Yaroch!
Leggo! Thess

real

form and honour mattered

(and needed) no school chapel, and

‘there jx no record of it winning a

university  scholarship: otherwise
Arnld of Rugby would have Bad

-nothing but praise for it,

Frank Richards wos wise not to
miankex with his qallery of immortal
thidacters. Nut even three decades
o public-s, b life bluared their
adividualiny, ©'eud~ Howkine went

or Yorkshire. But the bovs [

Grevirirs had |

ing his Funtasia in
D minor ani

arold went
on skeiching: younl%l‘l
i character never grew stronger.
1Greyfriars survived the first .world
war and twa Labour ts
without trimming its sails, It is frue
| that Etons mude wav for blazers and
a few minor characters faded away :
but T canmet 1emember A singie
member. af 1% Locke's staff being
appointed 1o a hwead-mastership
x g:p woenders at would  have
' I 1t Hemave if
ir immartality and
rcome to aduit stalus. Where would
‘the Nabob of Bhan.pur be to-dav”
Did he captain All-India at cricke:,
or become a trusied friend of the
Vieerov 3 Perha{q modern Bhanipur
is siudded with 2 dozen dusky
Greviriws One  hikes to  tlunk
“that Fisher T Fish 15 on e
| Semate’s foreign relations commitice,
I

tireless propusandist of Britain and
i igate sender of parcels.  Billy

owed | Bunter. one frars i still u big noise,

-this time .n the black market. Harry
Wharton would be high up in his
unele’s business. lmmlﬂ tn curb hix
dislike of contrals and of some mem-
beas ol his joint production com-
milter,  Bob Cherry. Dick Nugent,
and Johnny Bull surely beeame aces
m the RAF  Vernon-Smith, “the
Baunder.” tried bt failed to foin the
Army (unfortunsicl lus father could
not spare him) und to-day is richer
then ever, lw adines uncertainly for the
House of Londs oy Wormwood Scrubs,
Mark Linley ix a schoolmaster in

mast like to meet as men are the
totlers and rads like Loder. Some at
least must haie sgiled into smoother
waters and given up sneaking. low
company, and " the gees.” Perhaps
one or two entered Parl and
cven reached Cabinet rank. It is easy
to change one's name. and the details
in “Who's Who” are often incom-
te. If we must have .anNmnﬁun‘!
nuﬁ pue wou o
"e a mln A Grevtriars fellows
an A




JUST A FEW DAYS MORE:

As will be,seen from Mr.Hamilton's letter, pub~
lished below, there was a further postponment in
the publication of the Buhter Book, but we are
confident this is the last; our readers prolably
mow tt is illustrated by R.J.Mscdonald, and we
can reveal that it containe 240 pages, so his loy=]
admirers will be in for a good long read.

: 9th August, 1947.
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Thenk you for your letter. August has arrived
but Billy Bunter is lgte - mot & surprising
thing in Bunter, perhaps, who never was punot-
uel. Peper difficulties heving been overcome,
the bookbinders &re slow in delivery: and Sept-
ember 12th is now fTixed as the day of issue. No
more news of the film — everything in these
dsys is not merely late but lentissimo.

I em now getting busy on the second Bunter
volume. You would hardly guess how'merry and
bright 1ife seems to Frank Richarde when he is
writing Greyfriars - I have written.dogens of
other things, but come back to Greyfriars like
2 homing pigeon.

© With kind regérds,
Yours sincerely,
' Trank Richards.




241

A PIEA FOR THE "LITTIE MAW":

43 Mayfield Road,
Senderstead,
Surrey.
8th August, 1947.
Dear Mr.Leckenby,

Since the forthcoming "Anmuel" is much in
the news &t the present time, and ideas are about
I thought I'd butt in with a few facts concern-
ing myself and ocollecting. Magnets and Gems are
the books I collect but I have not been at it
for any gppreg%;‘bla length of time, Truth to tell]
I find the ho discouraging, as 08 one moy,
one (this "one" at any rate) cmma?‘éet some of
the early numbers one wemts.

Re facts of collection - and I think you
sald you'd welcome a few -~ I have such a terribly
meagre number - about 21 Mognets nnd no Gema, you
mst perhops think I out Mouly, Iord Maruleverer
léigaeﬁ in general lossitude. I assure you, sir,

on .

Of course, none of us need be ashonmed of
neagre collections, but some of us colleetors who
ore "very poor" would, I think, welcome n little
nore help and encourcgement fron contributors
who may happen to possess good collections. I
went to make a pled for a more "churmy" ottitude
tnong our little fratermity. I do hope the "Annun
will secure this &nd other benefits ns well.

The C.D. is a great little paper. Long life
to it. I should be pleamsed if you could publish
this letter in the C.D., in course of time, &nd
perhaps accept &n artiocle on our hobby at some
other time in the future.

Youes sincerely,
Bernard Prime,

MARE SURE OF YOUR COPY OF THE C.D. ANNUAL, NOW!!!




3, Croft Iene,
Hollis, Whitefield,

Lancs.

Dear Editor,

T note with great pleasure the letter from
Mr.Frenk Richerds in which he mentions the pub-
lication of 2 song "Tell me, what is Love". It
is over 25 years %I write from memory) since I
tried to obtain & copy of the song, and no msio
dealer I agked had & copy-

I cannot just remember the story in which it
appeared, but I can remember the words’ and who
seng them. Morjorie Hageldine and Horry Wharton
geng the song as a duet znd they come {0 my mem-
ory as fresh os yesterday.

"1Mell me - tell me what is Love,
That sets the world asighing,
Thot mokes o meiden shyly smile

Or dime her eyea with orying.'

The words awoke in these days the first pengs

of calf love, &t &an &8gé when we were.young and
all the world was bright. s

So it seems that after a generation I shall
be able to obtain a copy of & song, the words of
which heve lingered in my memory for so long,
without even guessing the identity of the writer
I thought it ‘was written in’ one of his stories.

A11 the best from,
Yours sincerely, ]
Grenville T. Waine.

Advertising Rhymes, Slogans and Drawings dome.
Documents, Dimmer Plens end Tickets written out in
Copperplate style handwriting. Posters, Bills and
Designs neatly executed, All work done to yowr in-
structions end satisfaction. Write to: Vincent A.

ll'

Baxendale, 1, Vincent Street, Openshaw, Manchester,

242
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In our No.?3 we had the great pleasure of pre- }
senting en article by Mr.R.A.H.Goodyear, famed for
his splendid stories for boys. ¥We expressed & hope
that we should soon be able to give our readers
more from the seme pen and this wag echoed in meny
of the letters we subsequently received. Therefore,
we feel sure that all our readers will, with us, be
delighted with this, his latest contribution to
our pages.

AUTHORS AND ARTISTS I DISLIKED

R. A, H.Goodyear.

Fond memory warms ny hesrt with admiréition whelj
ever I recall the neames of the meny euthors who en
livened my boyhood emd the ertists who illuminated
it. I have been privileged to praise bygohe outh-
ors and artists in collectora' magozines devoted tg
0ld-time papers for boys, tut I think readers of
the Digest will ogree that one need not clwoys be
g "yes" man, end that en honest selection, set down
without malice end from deep convietion, of writers
md illustrotors I did NOT like is quite permissibl
o the "hear both sides" principle. :

Authors and srtists I liked outnumbered those
I didn't like twenty to ome, but first emong ‘those
who geve me little pleasure wes Jules Verne. As
they say in Eost Yorkshire, I "couldn't get uvm%
with his "Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea",
end his "Clipper of the Olouds" though in adult
years I realised that each stoxy was sensationolly
prophetic of things to come - the submfrine and the
geroplane. I wonder he didn't write o tale forcaat-
ing the atom bomb. Perhnps he did; I wouldn't kmow.

I could never reod through to the end, mmy ser+
ial story or gift book by George A.Henty, Horry'
Collingwood, Dr.Gordon Stables, Mrx Pemberton, or
R.M,Ballen (no, not even his famous "Cornl Is-
1and", which bored me stiff). I found Mnx Pemberte
on's "Iron Pirate", which storted serinlly in the

T

first number of "Ohums", hord snd dull rending,




while my mates were consuming it with avidity. My |244
eyelids drooped sleepily over George Henty's his-
tory lesson thinly disguised under such titles as
IhTough the Sikh War/, or "At Agincourt". These
were slmost as repellant to me as gugar-coated
pills.

Charles J.Mensfield, whoe series of "Shaf'ts
from en Eastern Cuiver" were such a success in the
Strend Megazine - they followed on Sherlock Holmes
T believe - wrote school stories for "The Boys
| PFriend" which I deemed deadly dull end uninspiring
Charles Edwards contrilbuted stories to Cassells
saturdey Journal end "Chums" which congisted of
vnexciting forced plots and short, staccato sent-
ences with no colour or music in them, though that
very excellent editor of both publications, Ernest
Fogster - himself the author of a charming auto-
biography, "In an Editor's Choir" evidently thought
otherwise. Seldem did a month go by without at
lempt one full-page short story by Charles Edwards
appearing in both "Chums" and '¢,5.3."

L goodly mumber of your resders will doubtless
sey I "didn't know a fine thing when I saw it" -
T merely state facts and mske no apology for my
youthful impressions, which to me were very real.
T saw little merit in the illustrations which Paul
Harby contributed so regularly to "Chums' and
other Taule le Seuvage publications. Aweys I
thought them coarse in Jine znd of a weerisome
semeness; he seemed incapable of drawing & hamd--
some men or & lovely women and to me nearly sll
his characters were lanky in limb amd unpreposses-
ging in features.

Almost as diseppointing to me as an artist
was Charles Herrison, whose drawings all looked
alike to me, though they were evidently most wel-
come to the editors who bought them. It would, of
course, be blatantly stupid of me to deny that
both Herdy and Herrison were artists of distinct-
Son in their time. As a boy, however, I was impat-
. dent of their frequent esppearsnces in my favouritel
uﬂm«m@mm to demp my enjoyment me
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‘ials they adormed. I forget whot the stories were

of the letter-press. . |

I should sey in conclusion that artists whose
work I delighted in were W.Boucher, who worked for
Hendersons Red Iion House papers, and Alfred H.
Pearce, who excellently illustrated so many serialg
in the "Boys Own Paper". ZEarlier on Edwin J.Brett
employed seversl artists of outstending merit, whe
were sometimes far outshone the writers whose ser-

about, but the clever pictures which accompanied
then I can remember in vivid detoil to this very
dgy, efter sixty years of close personcl experience
with juvenile literature.

Did you know that Sexton Blake and Tinker once
went to the school of St.Tristams? The C.D.Annmual|"
will give you the neme of the serial. It was a long
time ego!

GOOD_PRICES offered for Bound volumes of early Mag+
nets, also loose Magnets, between 1908 and 1929.
Eric Fayne, 23 Grove Road, Surbiton.

WANTED: Boys Own Paper, Volume 14; Chums 1909-10
Kldine Robin Hood ILibrary. For Sale or Exchange -
Chumg, Volumes 2 end 3. Sykes, Coton Lemne, Tom-
worth, Staffs.

WANTED: Negnets before 1933, 4lso School Qwus
and Boys Priend. 4ny quantity. S.F.Bryex, | Ql.t_y
Road, Peterborough. i ¥ e

WANTED: Mldine Publicetions, Turpins, Dngfi}la,, gtc
Iandy, 4 Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essex. -

WLHTED- Early issues of Gem. Magnet, Plﬂaﬁ;..ﬁread..

, early 1914 and 1925. Brio Fayne, 23 Grove
Road Surbiton.

HOW 1ONG DID IT RUN? THE C.D.ANNUAL WILL TELL ¥ OU!

S A R O L ek CREY T ) : Y



PCETS OORNER

Some time ago there was a little passage of armg
between s champion of Greyfriars and those who were
loyal to St.Franks. It ended with no real ill-feel-
ings on either side. Now, unknown to each other a
member from each camp has broken into verse, and we
are gure it will be agreed, an excellent job each
has made of it. We think it fitting that the praises
of St.Frenks smd Greyfriars should be sung side by
gide. L

ST, FRANKS FOR EVER
(With sincere apologies to that great olassic, the)
(late #r. Rudyard Kipling's "IF")

If we could journey bagk through time smnd space
When ev'ry Wedneadasy brought the Nelson Lee,
ind sit once more with equal pride of plece
At thet same desk (our Hwopemny on our knee);
If we oould scan agein with eager eye
Thet all familiar print we knew so well;
Nor miss a single line, nor let go by
Some passing phrase — some quip we might re-tell.

If we could yet re-tread that well worn route
Which we were wont to take oft in a day,
Absorbed in "BiffI" or "Crash" or "Shoot men,shood"
Whilst deaf emd blind to traffic (sed to sgy);
If we might turn again page after page,
Dev: g tagty tuck in Study 'DI,
Or e nt dear o0ld Handy in & roge,
And &ip the while & welooms cup of tea.

If we“ecild fly with Nipper on some chase,
The Guvnor steering grimly at the wheel,
And lend & hend when we were face to fage
With cornered crooks - and bring thbse orooks to
If we with all the fags might romp & Jjape, heel
(As once we did in fashion all our own),
Or see some barring-out plan taking shape
fAgainst & tyrent-Heed with heart of stome.

?.T.0.

bes
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If we in grand, united throng could meet
At that informel page close to the end
And there with outstretched hands be glad to greet
Each new found reader, voting him a friend;
If we might read "Between Oubselves" once mo're,
And note what others wrote in cheerful ‘vein,
We'd reokon Wednesdsy next a treat in store
AND MR.BROOES "OLD EDWY'" ONCE AGAII!
Leslie Vosaper.

"THE G-LOOI&E HEART"

You know those folk who rarely smile,
'Though one tries to amise them.

They seem to heve no sense of fun;
You really could abuse them.

Boyish devds of fun they scoin;
They ne'er indulge in Joking
While merriment or liveliness
They find it most provoking.

They shake their heads if you should ask -
"Do you remember "Greyfriars'?"

They have forgotten long ago
This encient school with grey spires.

They never ocapture memories
0f 'Greyfriars' life and ways.

They never think thet thoughts like these
Enrich the passing days.

0, that these folk would read agsin
3 Wharton, Quelch or Wingste.

Their 1ife would bloom in youth agein
Through F.R. down in Kingsgate!

Jack Corbett.

THE VERY THING I WANTED!:

That is what YOU will exclaim when you see the

Magnet, Gem, and S.0.L. key list in the forthcoming
G.D. Anrual!

i




The Lete Mr. Frank N. Wearing's Collection
Special Notioe

Miss M. Wearing, of 17, Worcester Road, Bootle,
Liverpool, desires us to state that she knows that
it would heve been her brother's wish that his ool-
lection which he hsd got together over the last 50
years, should be distributed 2s far as possible
among those he had correspondence with and who would
appreoiate the items most. The collection consists
almost entirely of papers published before 1900.

Lfter considerable labour lists heave been pre-
pered end if those genuinely interested would apply
to her she would do her best to see that they rec-
eived items which particulerly appeal to them. She
would be grateful if they would make offers which
they know would have been agreerble to her brother.

S0P PRESS

We have grest pleasure in reproducing = letter
received from the publishers of the Bunter Book,
even though i1t does announce another slight delsy.

We are plensed to say nlso that we shall heve n
few ocopies svailmble for subscribers and we should
be grateful if those requiring & copy would ampply as
guickly as possible. DPrice 8s.0d4 post paid.

Oharles Siilton Ltd.,
50, Alexandra Road .
CPS/ES. Iondon, S.W.19.

27th August, 1947.
Dear Mr.Ieckenhby,

Many thamks for your letter of 13th August,
together with 2 copy of Collectors' Digest whioh
I found exceedingly interesting. It is a very
oreditable venture.

I em afraid thet holideys at the binders have
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held up completion & little and it will not be
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published on 12th Suptember as had been hoped.
Nevertheless, publication will teke plaee in Sep~
tember. You may be inturested to know that I
heve already referred several people to the Col-
lectors' Digest for advertising purposes.

Yours sincerely,
Charles Sk:i.lton LItd.

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS:

Sentiment dn Schoolboy Fiction .. Tom Armitage
The Shyloock of Greyfriars .. .. Roger Jenkins
Thoge Were the Days i i 5 P.W.Webb
Masters of Greyfriars .. : .. D.W.Puckrin

These We Loved in the 014 Daya +. Frank Osborn
Tim Pippin end Giantlend .the late F.W.Wearing

Purple Periods .. i .. Tom Armitage
tmnlgamated Press Jxr'biata B i od . . Nemo
01d Boys Books .. il .« Geo.C.Foster
Merjorie Hezeldene & 00. ik Gordon J.Kirby

(Mgtralia)

and Beetles; No.4l, Merked for Vengance, or the

ALD DICK TURPIN TITIES
(Continued)

Compiled by Eric R. Landy

No.28, The Thief-temers Plot, or Staunch Friends
agalnst Inveterate Foes; No.29, Turpin's Great
Peril; No.30, Left for Deed; No.31l, A Dagtardly
Deed, or Dick Tarpin's Great Haul; No.32, 4 Raoce
for life, or Dick Tarpin's Adventure with the
Bloodhounds; No.3%, Hunted for His Iife, or The
Penalty of a COrime; No.34, Warned of His Doom, or
Beset with a Hundred Perils; No,.3%5, Dick Purpin's
Challenge, or against Terrible Odds; No.36, With
Sword amd Spur, or a Story of the Great North Road
Wo.37, Sentenced to Death; No.38, Horrors of New-
gate; No.39, On the Track of Turpin, or the Out-
witting of Filby Bilby and His Men; No.40, At the
Risk of His Idfe, or the Great Exploits of Peters




‘Turpin the &venger; No.51, Gnged in n Medhouse, or
Dick Turpin Trepped; No.52, An Accursed Life; No.53r

Ups end Downs of 2 Life on the Road; No.42, Running
the Geuntlet, or More Adventures on the Great North
Rosd; No.43, The Snare of Justice, or In and Out of
the Clutch of the Law; No.44, Who Goes There? or
The Ohallenge, and How -it was Accepted; No.45, With
Bu et and Blade; No.4A, A Deed of Derkmess; No.47.,
On the Wings of Night, or The Gatekeepers Secret;
No.48, Steunoh and True, or Dick Turpin'to the
Rescue; No.49, Fnoe to the Foe, or the Enight of
M¥altn to the Rescue; No.50, In the King's Name, or

The Secret of Turpin's Cave, or Turpin Chased for
his Idife; No.54, The Great Night Attack, or Filby
Bilby's Great Attempt to keep his Vow; No.55, The
Irvincible Seven, or Loyal snd True to the Leader;
No.56, A Gunpowder Plot, or Dick Turpin in his True
Colours; No.57, Fighting for His Iife; No.58, In

+the Clubch of the Bress Geng, or How Admiral Trunioh

Captured Dick Turpin; No.59, Among the Wreckers, or|
Chosen Captain of a Lewless Beamnd; No.60, 4 Midnigh
Reid, or the Coming of the Devon Men; No.hl, Fleun’
ing the Fates, or Dick Turpin at Bow Strcet; No.A2,
Dick Turpin's Double, or In the Jews of the Lion;
¥o.63, A Wild Dash for Idberty, or the Farther Ex-
ploits of the Masked Riders; No.f4, The Sword of
Pate, or Turpin's Great Fight-on Shooter's Hill;
No.65, A Life for & Life; Wo.6A, # House of Shadowd,
or Dick Turpin again to the Fore; No.AT, The Trail
of Pire, or Up in Arms against Dick Turpin; No.68,
The Flying Horsemen, or Dick Turpin Face to Face
with Hie Foes; No.A9, Traitor's Gefe. or Dick Tur-
pin's Revenge on an Informer; No.70, The Signpost
of Death; No.7l, Gsught in the Toils, or the Mis-
fortune that befell Dick in; No.72, Swoin to
Vengeuuee, or a Wild Chase ter Dick Turpin.

~ MORE TATER -

Make Sure of your Oopy of the C.D. #nmual NOW!
Nothing like it has ever been attempted before.
Paoked with Paots - Pigures - Fiotion 1!
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: All Correspondence to
H.M.Bond, 10 Erw Wen, Rhiwbina, Oardiff. .

THE ROUND TABIE

I see that, for the first time in 15 years, the
Sexton Bleke ILibrary has had a reduction in the
number of pages. When No.325 of the second series,
together with it's three compenion volumes for
Match 1932 appeared on the bookstalls we were very
elated, for not only did it mean that we were to
have more Blake for our money but alsc that our eyeq
sight was not to be strained to the same extent as
hitherto. The chenge over was puch publicised and
after a few months had passed we were 50 used to
the new fromat that & return to the old type library

would have seemed quite 8 degrandation. At that time|

we had no iden of am impending conflict between
nations emd it became £ ritunl to collect our four
100 page novels from our newsegent on the first
Thursdey of each month. When the war did nrrive,
however, we had our Blake rations out by half snd I
for one, nccepted this reduction as inevitable. It

-




was gratifying to note that two volumes, identieal ! 52
in every why with the format of the four volumes,

were available and so it continued right througheput
the war indeed right up to until July of this ye&r,
the only major change being the elimination of the

two columm type page and the re-introduction of the
original "right across the page type" whieh the

S.B.L. used in it's early stages from 1915 onwards.
Now, in one fell swoop, &nd without any werning,

we are back to the A4 page, two colum issue, and
although this reminds us of the good old deys it is
rather disturbing, for we now wonder if this is the
first stage to even greater cuts. Buf I am eoncern
not quite so much with this return to the 0ld for-
mat so much as with the policy of the present edit-
or. Surely we could have done without the familiar
"Megazine Corner" for one month in order that he
might t€ll us about this change. It wouldn't even
have needed the space that the "Corner" takes up in
each issue. Unfortunstely, no amount of pressure
seems to affect the unconcerned A.P. staff these
deys, and I suppose we are lucky to be able to buy
two copies of the S5.B.L. each month still illus-
troted by the old master E.R.Parker. With o regret-
ful sigh we muet "count our blessings".

I have just received word that a member of our
Blake cirele, Mr.William Oolcombe, 256 South Avenuq,
Southend-on-Sea, who unfortunately hed to dispose
of his collection of S.B.L's., and U.J's. earlier
this year is now able to start collecting egein,
end it has oocurred to me that some of you might
like to give him & helping hamd. This disposel of
his ori collection must have been heartbreek-
ing to Bill, but it was necessary &t the time and
personelly I can quite understand how he felt when
valued old copies hed to be mked up and sent
ewey. It will probably take a very long time t¢
form & collection as good as the old one tut some
of us might be able to "speed it up" a little. One
thing is certein, Bill is going to get quite n
thrill out of this new venture. Look out those dupt
licates you have smd let our friend know!
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Thenks for meny compliments on the first instals

ment of the Sotirs story. I hope you will like
episode two. .

T have more good news regrrding forthooming
attractions too. Rex Dolphin, our star contributor,
has submitted yet another S5.B. Crossword for you to
solye. This will appecr in owr October issue. He
has also written o reclly smmshing article entitled
"Priends ot the Yord" in which he reviews such
charccters as Ooutts, Mrrtin, Horker, Widgeon tnd
Vemner. This lest contribution is & rother long one
md might enteil spreading over two issues, bubt I
crn assure you thet you will enjoy every word of it
Good work, Rex!

Tastly, I should like to appesl to Blake fans
for contributions for the forthcoming Annual. The
"Rleliema" Section of this publication will be, I
hope, most interesting, but there are a few spaces
that need to be filled up. So out with your pens
and paper!

Cheerio, for now,

Kot Bl

PORTRAITS OF BLAKE
by Rex Dolphin

This is not an attempt to tread on "Nemo's" toe
just to express my appreciation of my favourite
pertraits of the gpeat detective. Portraits which
have a special place in my own Blalkiane collection.

Foremost is BEric Perker's head =nd shoulders lij

drawing which formed the cover picture of U.J.1128
containing the Zenith story "A Problem of Proof!.

This portreit, although picturing Blake in a thought

ful mood, with leon fingers around pipe and pipe in
mouth, gives am impression of rugged determination
It is reslly remerkable for its combination of

g

Blake's two selves, the thinker and the man of act-|




ion. It is by far the most virile of all the Blake
portraits, surpsssing even the numerous brilliant
fction-shots that Parker has given us. Several time
since its first appearance, it hAs been used, in
reduced form, for advertisements mnd minor page-
headings.

Had I the 5.B. bust,uperhaps that would come 1

on my list is the "portrfit of n portrait" - the
photograph of-the bust which mppenred on the cover
of U.d. No.1169 (Story - "The Unse of the S.B.Bust")
Thig is nbout the nearest thing one could have to a
rhoto of the mrn himself.

- Next, another photograph, this time of Arthur
Wontner, from the cover of U.J. No.1422, A,W., it
will be remembered, played Blake &t the Prince Ed-
ward Theatre in 1930. He ‘makes a good Blake insofar
as facial features go but there is none of the .
Blake character in his expression.

first in my estimetion. t I haven't. So Number Tad

Meny Blake fans do not rate very highly the wor
of Arthur Jones. There is a certain stiffness abow
it; a preoccupation with the vertiocal lines snd dar
shadowing; all characters wesring slouch hats and
long reincoats ... yet Jones was reclly king until
ERP. come along, =nd he did practically all the SBIL.
covers from 1920 to 1927, not to mention & lot of
U.d. work. 4nd he has given us one or two good
portraits of Blake. Number four on my list is his
excellent profile-type portrait of S.B. in en easy-
cheir examining & piece of evidenoce, the cover pioct-
ure %o U.J.No.350, "The Clue of The Khald Armlet".
Date - March 1916. A rather Sherlock Holmesey port-—
rait, but quite recogniseble as our own detective.

Those are my special favourites, the four port-
raite between them giving a well-rounded impression
of Blake's appearance and cheracter. s .

Apart from these, I heve 8 number of odd port-
raits which are or particular interest for one reas-
on or emother. They are:-
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_ 5.B. in white propical iit against & background |
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"| letters. I've only one grouse - it doesn't bear

of Gibraltar, the Parker cover to U,J.No.1049, "The
Straits of Mystexry", by G.H.Teed.

Blake compared with an antique-looking Americam|
ttgo “"Penlock Fawn", from the cover of U.d.No.170,
"The Cese of The Rival Detectives". A very young-
loo Blake in drainpipe trousers - but recognis-
eble. Artist - H.M.Tewis.

A two-colour presentation plate of Blake seated
in en armchair before a fire. By Arthus Jones.
Hardly recognissble as the men we know, and of in-
terest solely because it is the only thing of its
kind end marked the Thousandth Number of the U.d.

An ERP originel drawing showing Bleke in action
presented to me by the U.J. editor when he was
giving away originals in exchange for interesting

the ERP signature!

ANSWERS 70 SEXTON BLAEE QUIZ No.3

1. Rex Herdinge. 2. The two-seater roadster own-
ed by "Splash" Page. 3. The Moonslsyer. 4. Two
neval "raggies", Joe and Mike. Stanton Hope. 5.
"In the Night Wﬁ‘t:ch" and "Raiders Psssed". Waldo an
Ceptain Dack, A, H.Gregory Hill, Coutts Brisbone
and Anthony Parsons. The charncter was Gungn Doss
and his originator was the first named euthor, H.
Gregoxry Hill.

=]

Time is getting on - have ycu sent detnils of
YOUR Oollection for the Annual yet?

.John Pade amd Dirk Dollend in Ehurdan, Dr, St\'t::l:m

THE STORY OF DR.SATIRA
Part Two
parently, some years before the arrival of




hed discovered the race of ape-men and found them to. -
be in possession of a large quantity of diemonds, 256
rubies and emeralds. By sheer force of personality
he gsined the confidence of this peculiar helf-humen
people 'but was unable to make them part with the
stones, whioch were quite unique both in size and
brillience. He maraged, however, to heve & small
replica of the god Darsha made, snd persuaded the
creatures to encrust this with the best of the valu-
able atones. Thus Setirs hoped that it would be
casier for him to seoure and mske off with -what must
have been warth at least & millien pounds. The jew-
elled replica of the ape-god was ‘pléoed in & nitdéh
at the foot of the original statue and thede it
stood, still ewaiting removal by the mastur orook,
when the two adventurers umyittingly stumbled aoros
the strange community. Satira, proud of his magte
over the ape-men and gloating over the jewels he
knew should be his, could not resist the temptntion
to_show the jewel encrusted statue to his prisoners.
Dollend, who was ms light fingered & gentleman &g
ever walked in two shoes, took quite a Pfamey to
Sntirn's prize and n~ 1little later, when the two of
them were able to estape by metms of nn underground
stresm (in a boat which Satire had had plased Te
for HIS getawey) he "1ifted" the Vﬂl\lﬂbié item right
under the doetor's nose and so, when they eventually
arrived in Tondon, "little Darsha" necompemied them.|

Now Setirn had quite £ rough +ime with his "sub-
jects" after the escape of Fade cnd Dolland, but
he determibed to retrieve his prime amd finally
tracked them to Englend. He brought with him, severg
of the more intelligent of the npe-men and gtarted
a campaign of jewel robberies that were unprecedents
in the ~mnals of erime. His ape-men were fble to
climb up to dizzy heights end enter buildings thot
were beyond the meope of the erdinary ont burglar.
Of course his medin aim was to get hold of the jeweld
led ape, but ©s he went nlopg he pioked up jewels
from all quarters and omised more than s hemdfiche for
Scotland Ymrd. In short space of time Satirm was able
to recoup himself for the loss of the ape but atill|.

=T
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he continued to prey upon society and it wes thus !
thet he first ceme up egainst Sexton Blske. One of !
his ape-men crushed = men to death and almost mur-
dered & young police constable. At first Blake was
quite "in the derk" sbout the whole affair, for it
was not until.after he had encountered the ape-men
that he heard =11 about Satire from John Fade. One
night he wes attacked by one of the crentures while
in his bed et Baker Street amd only by prompt actio
wes his life saved. Leter his clothes were impregn-
nted with n certain potent scent which had. the effe
of enraging enimnls of all types. This resulted in
him being attacked by Pedro smd nlso by: & horse.
One could imegine all this being bewildering to the
detective, fs indeed it was, for Sntire, at thot
time was quite an unknown qurntity and his ottocks
were quite unorthodox. However, Bloke boited Smtirn
with the jJewelled npe itself. He wos lured to John
Pede's London house together with one of his nipe-
men and during the subsequent sensntional happening
the latter was teoken prisoner sfter supposedly kil-
ling it's moster. This wes & fluke, however, for
when. the "body" of Sotirr was exnmined it wos found
thot it was thet of em unknown mmn weoring o mnsk
that was o replico of the vile features of the croo
doctor. Was this wmovn mon redlly Satira? DTid
the Doctor habitually weer the ugly mosk to conceal]
his true feotures? These were baffling gquestions
for Blcke, but it wes eventunlly discovered thot
the mswers to them were in the .negative, for Satir
soon made his presence felt ngain

‘e s .
‘e B i

Port Three will tell of some of the Eunnzing en-~

L2

couniters Blaké had with the menncing Dr.Satirn.

Make ,sui-e of your copy of. the
C.D. Annuel now! Nothing like
it has ever been attempted

before... ..o .0 .s e e
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