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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR:

Of & truth +these are busy days, the nonthly
0.D. to be prepared, the nateriel for the 4nmunl

sguare, oy

Greyfriars, St. Jin's, ond Baker Street, when I
should be concentrating on 4ldershot, Catterick and
other places where soldiers dwell. This is & rat-
her long-winded way of apologising to those who have
sent along their orders and adverts.for the Annmus

end at the same time thank everyone for a very fine
response. The orders received have already nearly



reached the figure we had estimated as the likely
total.

; 4nd as we grow nearer the day of publication
we £ind ourselves on the horns of & dilemma - how to
find room for all the features we have prepared, or
are preporing. ILet's have 2 look at some of them.
First the "Collectors' Who's Who".That alone looks-
like filling sabout +ten pages, but we're not going
%o cut that down, for it really is going to be use-
ful. Incidentally, there are still some who have
not given us deteils of their collections, so come
‘elong you who . haven't, even if with only & few
lines. TWhere we do receive no particulars we will
just insert neme and address smd papers in which we
believe they are interecsted. Next, the "100 years
of Boys' Jourmels". o chance for the blue penecil
there, =amd, with the introduction, another five or
gix pages are swallowed up. The "Gem, Magnet end
Schoolboy's Own Librexy Key List", +that remorksble
result of the lobours of Roger Jenkins smd John
Show. I'd serap the whole of the Ammual before
I would interfere with- thet. Ditto, the equally
aiseworthy effort on the "Nelson Iees" which came
m Jeck Murtagh in fer off New Zealend. "Seriels

of the 'Union Jeck'", "Pemous Charascters in Sexton
Bleke Stories", and other intriguing articles, tap-
ped out on my tireless co-editor's typewriter.
Shell I interfere with them? Not Pygmelion likely!

What else is there? Oh, plenty! "Mile-
s'tones of the Magnet and other Popular Papers",
"0ld Papers Never Die', 'Deteotives in Schoolboy
Fiotion", "How My First Collection Started". Well,
the latter, writiten by myself, could be held over
for the monthly as it may form the first of a ser-
ies "Reocolleotions of & Collector", +the second of
which would be entitled "4 Mountain of Bloods". Oh
and did you Nelson Leeitea Inow +there was onoce o
real individusl with the name of your favourite tec
Well, there was! He lived 100 years  ago and wrote

tomime. Thanks to M@, - W. Fennell we shall
e able to +tell you somet! sbout him. Well,
that's some of the factual " how about the

Piotion?  There'll be at least three stories, 8
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clever little Nelson ILee effort by Jack Cook "The
Careful Murder Case", & good humoured skit on the
"bloods" "The Gristly Terror of the Grisly Marshes"
by C.W. Demiel, amd thirdly "An Amazing Adventure"
by Jack Corbett. I'm not going - to tell you what
this is about, but I cen assure you it will grestly
interest the Hamilton group, &mnd others too.

4nd, oh,I musn't forget the illustrations we
hope to reproduce. Pamous No. 1l's, inecluding the
"Gem", "Nelson Lee", "Boy's Leader"”, "Boys Friend
Library", =a delightful page of Christmas greetings
from old Union Jack suthors, sketches by same of our
own clever artists, ete. eto.

Well, there you ere; it may be we shsall
offer more pages then we originally intemded, &and
hang the expemse - if we con get the paper! ay
we've got to get 'em all in and so, haoving whetted
your appetites I'11 leave the Annusl for the time

In the time that has elnpsed since No. 10,
quite & number of you hove been rending "Billy Bunter
of friers School", for the contents of my mail
bog tell me so. On other pages n selection fron
these letters cppear. We think the space devoted
to then is justified, for its r real event! You've
evidently enjoyed it. There's just o word of
eritieisn here and there, but its genuine, homest,
oriticiam, snd so no one will object to that.

s s .
HH LR H

In our last issue I published a letter from
Gramville T. Weine, in which he invited me to smnd
copies of papers nlong, badly in need of some re—
pair. I gledly accepted. Brck they cfme ngnin
in a few dnys'with covers securely replnced & look-
ing alnost ers good as new. A far different job
them my ownelumsy efforts with a pagte brush.Themks
a lot, Gremville!

.s s s
=2 i =:
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Any more adverts. <for the Annual. There's
not much time now!

Yours sincerely,

Hadrd” Ldct
i Esrag

THE EVENT OF THE SEASON
Greyfriars swekens from it's long Sleep
b

7
Herbert Leckenhy

"Billy Bunter of Greyfriars School", after
meny delays, is out at last amd a grand production
it surely is! The publishers, Messrs. Charles Sk~
ilton Ltd. ere bo be heartily congratulated, espec—
ially in view of the difficulties they have been up
sgeingt. The book is printed on excellent paper,
the type is just the right size, the dust jacket is
very effective, and will look well on the bookstall
though maybe  copies won't be sallowed +to remnin
tﬁere for long — not when the famous name cnotches
the eye.

The dust jacket olaims & print of 10,000.
Readers of the 0.D. know +that there is to be a 2nd
one of +the seme i sgive number. No doubt a
big proportion of these  will be claimed by those
who were avid readers of the "Hegnet" before it's
sudden demise in 1940. Already meny of these,
youths, fathers, and quite a 1lot of grandfathers

- will have been transported to +hat eorner in Kent,
thet mogic lemd of eternal youth, there to revel
with the inhabitants of Greyfrisrs once egain. It
will be sgreed +that the hand of the master has not
logt it's ounrming, +theat he hes risen from his nigh
eight yeor's rest like n gismt refreshed.

Whilst we orﬂ:l.nagyﬁmtals ared older by al-
nost & decade, we find the familiar faces just
88 of yore,and the Friardale snd Courtfield country
has not been chenged one whit . The kindly Dr.
Lotke, venerable in 1908, still rules over his boys
end the masters are unchenged. Wingete is gtill
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i
Ecapta;in of the school and Mr. Quelch still presides;
i over the unruly Remove. Even Uncle Clegg and Mrs.i
i Mimble serve out tuok; on almost pre-war lines. i

!
: It mgy be said that the story is reminiscent;
i of mlmi": one we have read, but who of the faithful
i e it otherwise? Bunter is as hopeless .asi
i ever,end is warned thet if he does not improve vasti
|y the end of term,his face will be seen at Grey!
! friars no more. As +the holideys approach the!
! owl sppeers to be doemed. Then, when the mester!
! of the Remove is being attacked by o footpsd, the|
i Btout one, who hes been hidden in & tree to toke;
i vengeance on his master, frlls on the villien, and,
i into the good graces of Mr.Quelch.. i
} ind so Bunter remnins &t Greyfrirrs to ent-|
jertain us onece agnin in the second Billy Bunter;
i book we are told is now in hond. i

| There are severnl illustrations by the vet-|
i mﬂn.J - Meodoneld, so fomilimr to lovers of the;
I " " I
! I put down this book, published at 7/6, <in!
itzll the dignity of stiff covers smd gry dust jocket;
; then picked up & slim 16 page, red covered "Mognet";
; produced for & helfpermy in 1908. I +thought of;
j those 1,600 odd numbers issued between, plus - i
i interval of nearly eight yeamrs, to this longest and!
i mich heralded Greyfriers story din 1947, and won-i
tdered if it was not the most remarksble achieve-!
tment in the whole history of story writing. If =mmy-!
!one cen think of & more extraordinary ane I should!
!be gled to hesr of it. i

L 2
Welcome Bagk, Bunter.

: For all readers of the "Collectors' Digest",;
i the event of the year has been the publication inj
i recent weeks of "Billy Bunter of Greyfriars School")
ifrom the pen of the womder-writer of the age, Fraonki
iBichards. The crisis, the film shortage, the endi
!;of the basic, the arrival of the twins, emd every-!

i
! i
i |
i i
i I
i i
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1

H I
| thing else, heve all faded into oblivion beside i
i Billy Bunter's comeback. We have waited seven long!
i years for this great event, reading and resresding

i the old stories in the meantime. We have heard the
pessimiste sgy that old Billy was deed - as if he
ever could be!

I
I
i
!
I

And now he is back. A tragedy of the war was !

the end, or the suspension at least, of the Magnet !
end the Gem. The triumph of the peace is the re- !
turn of Greyfriars. i
. Every reader must have been delighted ot the |
excellence of the publication of "Bi Bunter of i
Greyfriars". The type, the binding, the dust jack-|
et — all leave very little to be desired, =md re- !
flect greet credit upon Messrs. Skilton. !
1

Psychological erhaps, as far as we old |
readers g’;‘e canggmegaz"ig is g pity that either i
Chapman or Shields could not have illustrated the ;
8t . Mscdonald's work is first-claess, but he is |
tot associated with the Gem end Tom Merry. I i
doubt. whether, in thirty years, he drew more than |
holf-a-dozen pictures in the Mngnet. He is ns out |
of place with Bunter ms Shields or Chapmen would bei
wi Tom Merxy or Gusay. =

0f the story - well, the main 1thn1.'=
Bunter is back. T there is too mech Bunter in the;
story, we have only ourselves to blame. We sent up ;
‘the cry "We want Bunter", when what we really meant:
was '"We want Greyfriars". Mr.Richards has written |
to S&ease hig hosts of admirers - &nd he has suc— |
ceeded. The old gems of olever writing which we i
love so much ere all there. i

The story is not a great one as the "Stacey"|
series was & great one; it has no fine character i
paintings as the Redwing stories smd the Harry i
Whenten stories had; it lecks the bright, warm des-;
oriptions of the old holidey series; snd there are |
no tense, dramatic moments such as we lmew when i
Ferrers Locke was introduced. i

But Mr.Richards has done his best to plesse |
us all. He hes, ns fer as possible, introduced &ll|
the grand people we used to kmow. But the Grey- i




i friars stage is 2 crowded onme, and it is impossible!
to paint character pictures with huge crowds on the;
atage. i

Perhopa some of us are a little disappointed!
that, in this story, Mr.Richards does not seem to i
feel thet it is a great occasion - & dsy to be i
marked with a white stone. To us it is o very grect
occagion. We should heve liked a fanfare of trump- 1
ets on the opening page — = brief descoription of !
Greyfrinrs, nestling in its cormer of the Kent i
coast; we should have liked = brief iden of what :
hoppened to it during the wer - probebly Greyfrirrs
was evacuated to the north, for a great publio
school could not have remained where it wag; we
should heve liked, for one restful poge of pure
delight, a o2lm yet grandiose welcome home to fic—
tion of the greatest school anpd the greatest chor-
acters in living memory.

Though "Billy Funter of G-re;;frim School”
foes not do full justice to the most thri

I
1
i
1
1
i
i
I
event of the year, we lay it lovingly nside as the |
]
]
]
i
]
i
i
i
1

first Greyfriars story for memy moons, and wish to |
the msestro, Mr.Prank Richerds, many , meny more
years of successful work with our favourite char—
acters, Msy his output grow swifter and eswifter.
And, one day, we hope to see Tom Merry again

smiling et us from his attractive dust-jacket.
g Eric Fayne.

i
A Review

John R. Shaw i

i The long ewaited "Bunter" book having srrived
18t last, Megnet enthusiasts will be eager to comparé
iit with the Greyfrisrs stories of pre-wer days to

| see whether the charccters emd gemeral ntnosphere of
! the school seem the same ag formerly. It is inter- |
saat:!.ng to speoulate as to the reansons for such i
idiffereneas &8s mL-:e detected. The nuthor returned i
| to writing sbout beloved chorneters after momy |

e e e e e e e et e e e 5 e s e 3
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{ears ofﬁatr:ss and strain 1gf v{?i which had a n:l—j
owing -effect on meny people. 8 pot difffeult to
pereeéive that Frank Richords has on even grenter !
affection for Greyfriars, and its characters, than !
in past years. 4 story, the writing of which gave !
i

]

1

80 much pleasure to the suthor is certain to give
mich delight to an entlusiastic reader. The book
does this in full measure. ;

Bunter ig told by Mr.Quelch that he will havtiT
i

I

I

1

to leave the school at the end of the term if he
ggea not mendt his ways. OFf c]t:zmlge’ow.u-ssa},]iwe Imow that,
ough Bunter just camnot 8 Weys, every-—
thing will come right for him in the end.
come right, but how should not be stated here - suf+
fice to sey thet Bunter saved himself from this pun+
iahmentbyperformingoneofhiarare—mqrrm—i
courageous deeds. i
The Greyfriars characters are as well depict-g'-
ed as in the old dmys: the boys ere the peme, but i
somehow more likeeble. The chapters.concerning Cokex
and Fish, are among the best in the book. There is ;|
also en cecellent chapter about Vernon Smith. Mr. i
Quelch is stern and unbending &s of old. Bunber is i
a8 greedy and dishonest; #hough one feels sympathy |
for him throughout the story. !
" i
Some readers will regret that there is only
one chapter solely concerning Herry Wharton and Co. |
There chief purpose is to met as foils to Bunter: |
i they are his stooges in this story. But what does |
i ¥his matter? The book is supposed to be about Bun- |
i ¥er: it is certain to increase greatly his alresady
i warld-wide populerity. .

1 % o*

]

i Extracts from other Letters
]

]

i . My word, its t; only one word of ordticidm
i There is perhaps just a litile too mch Bunter; - :
1
i
i
!

i
i
i
i
i
i

| nevexrtheless, I've thorolighly enjoyed it. I gueass
i Frank Richards will be anowed q:{- with eq ta-
ilatioms. .. .. .. .Jim Shepherd, Sheffie s T

: . Quite up to Frank Richards high stenderd.
i L:M.411en, Sheffield, 7.

T TN



! ® i
i Both my boy, Demnis, and I, are delighted |
i with the Bunter Book. To sey it comes up to expect-i
 &tions is, I think, high praise, for Mr.Hamilton

has always set such & high stendard. :
R.G:Hudson, Ieeds, 7

i :
; i
s I
i I received my Bunter Book to-day. Oh, boy! |
j Just now my son, Gordon, is buried in it, and for- |
i getting his dinner. Tom Sinclsir, Ieeds, 7. :
i
i
i

i (One likes to hear of these cases of father
iand son reading it. H.L.)

. T e
i !
i Here we present sn article that is different,
| an exrticle that has originality. It is written by
'yet another enthusiest, and after reading it we fee
! sure that all our readers will hope, with us, that i
Ewa shall have more from the same pen. i

i "These we howe Loved in the 01d Days" ;
1 ¥ i
i In the same way that the half forgotten 1ilt!
iof & one-time popular music hall chorus, heard on |
i the redio or recalled by some mention of the passiné
1of a star of the deys when we were very young, im- ;
! pinges on the conseiousness, recalling incidents i
'bitter—sweet to the memory, so did the perusal of |
i the first copy of "The Story Paper Collector" that |
,-omn: into my hands bring back to me the demr, dead :
i paat.

i
i 014 books and papers, old suthors and artists,
jthe old characters we loved, the faces of old pals !
iwith whom we swagﬁc;;ivn "Union Jack" for a "Gem", ori
_;af“Scou'I:" for a el" - all. flit before the eyes!
iof a sentimentalist. Shining through, there appears!
i%o be now, as I write, the picture of three happy |
!emdiling faces, the cover of an old "Boys Friemd 34 ;
}Idbmry" - "Tom Merry's Conguest'. I would give i
;moh to see agmin thet book. . i
i "Rogues of the Fiery Cross", the best serial!
{"Olums® ever published, by S.Walkey; "The Piretes of




El Dorado"; "Yoho for the Spamish Medin!™ &ll by th.e:

same euthor. Do you remember them? i

The early Threepenny Iibraries too, I loved. i
"Pete's Schooldays", "Pete's Ghristma" "Wolves of !
the Deep", "Idion again.st Bear", "Wings of Goldn")!
the lest three by that mester of the boys' story, :
S5i Drew, "King of Scouts" by Wm.Murray Grsydon i
end that wonderful story of Sexton Blake, "Lobangu i
end Troubletummy" by Ceeil Hayter, I dare swesr - |
"The Mammoth Hunters". i

"Ohums of Wyoliffe" by Jack North, "The Boys :
of St.Basgil's" Henry St.John, "Viscount Dick's
Schooldsys" by OCharles J.Mansford. These also I rem-
ember, snd meny more.

Nelson Lee is there also. And Sexton Bleke,
with Gordon lMersden Plummer, he of the agate eyes,
in the o0ld pink covered U. J'a, with Yvomne, Pro:fea-
sor EKew snd Count Carleec.

Jack, Sam snd Pete, where are these gallant
comrades now. I wonder? You happy, ocarefree world
wenderers, you were very real to me. I like to
think you are still globe trotting as of yore.
S.0lerke Hook, I salute your memory.

i
1
1
1
1
I
i
1
i
1
|
I

Heppily Cherles Hamilton is egtill with us. !

He who created Tom.Merry, Marmers, Monty Lowther, !

the one and only ‘wthur Lglmtus])'h-cy Herry Wher- |

ton, and the immortal Billy Bunter ond o host of :
othérs whose figures pass before my eyes in etermal ;
youth - he is still with us, with vigour undimmed. ;

Perhaps we shall meet them all egain, perhaps the |

quads of St.Jim's and friars will echo once i
agein to their merry 1 ter, perhaps once more i
0ld Figgy will blush when Cousin Ethel's nsme is i
mentioned, or he might ever asttempt to meke another i

end more powerful fig-pudding. Let us hope so. i
i

I

1

i

i

i

I

The old B.0.P. too, is not to-be left out.
Who can forget Talbot Baines Reed and.'"The Cock
House at Pe garth" or Gordon Stables' fine tales
of adventure on se2 and lend, or his hints on the,
keeping of robbits, white mice and other orentures
dear to the boya' hesu'ts?

1.
I
1
I
I
l
I
I
I
I
I'
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
f
i
I
I
J
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I




i . And then there were Kettle & Co. of the old |
! Aldine Diemond Idbrery; 4lec. Jim and Tinpot of the;
! "Boy's Best"; and the meany fine serials of the early
! mSoouts", of which mention mey be made of "The Phen:-
! tom Battleship" and "Kiddie of the Camp". i

£11 these we loved in the old days. :
i HOTE: Mr.Osborn wrote his article some time ago. :
1
1

i fe will now have had his wish so far os Greyfriors |
i is conecerned. :

| COLLECTOR'S MT. : The oldest Journsl for Coli
! Jectors of 01d %s %okﬂ. 96 rumbers issued. Pro- |
| fusely illustrated. No.10 (5th series) now resdy. i
i 18.3d post free. Paorks, Printer, Saltburn-by-Sea. |

| MANTED: British Pilm Megrzines espeoislly 1938-1947.
! Picturegoer, Picture Show, ete. loose or bound. i
! Please write whot you have. Will pey 1ld each for |
| ench single issue or trnde one U.S.Movie HMngngzine i
j for five British. C.P.Rickard, 2026 West 4lst fwe.j
i Vemcouver, B.C., Conndn. !

| Magnets WANTED urgently, between 1922 and 1930. Goofl
{ price paid. Have Magnets 1935 to 1940 for exchange.|
j Corbett, 49 Glyn Parm Road, Quinton, Birminghem,32. |

| WANTED: Exchenges - old boys books. Lists exchangefl.
1411 letters snswered. Anything old. Henry J.H.Bart-|
;latt, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset. |
| HANTED: Magnets between 1929 - 32. Good candition |
i essential. Please state price. John W.Gocher, Junr.;
;Victoria Cottage, Constitution Hill, Sudbury,Surfolk.

i WANTED: 'Early issues of Gem, Magnet, Pluck, Dread-!
i : early 1914 end 1915. Eric Fayne, 23 Grove |
iRond, Surbiton. i
i i
i%ﬁCNﬁ_for Sale or Exchange. Sexton Bleke Busti
i ers imvited. Allen, 3 Montgomwery Drive, Shef- !
!ﬂﬂld, v .:

EP@: Sexton Blake Idbs.Union Jooks, snd Detect—i
iilve Weeklies. W.Colcambe, 256 Souwth rerme, South- !
iend-on-Sen, Essex. !
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Lellek Box

18th October, 1947.

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Thank you for your letter with the C.D. Yes]
I like the cover - likewise the contents. I had
guite a spot of nostalgia looking at the cover of !
the old "Boys of England". How well I remember my |
cegerness for it on Fridays, wey back in the early
eighties. It reelly was a good paper. 0dd that it |
should heve lasted 33 years - just ss long =s the
Magnet in later duys. .

Mr.Puckrin's srticle on "Mosters of Grey- !
friars" interested me very much. I hope that i
spot of bother alluded to in your editoriel won't |
moterinlise -~ but reslly the paper position seems !
+to be going from bad to worse. [

The Bunter book really is out st lost, after
g0 mrny delays. I am told that post orders mre be-:
filled first, mmd hope you have your copﬁ by i
this time. Letters cre coming in nbout it, fll of |
them very plesscnt reading - but mony point out thot
Bunter's celebrnted check trousers are missing - o |
sad oversight on the port of the artist! I confess!
thot I missed this in the proofs. I rm trking the |
mntter up with the artist; and in the next volume
Bunter will receive his checks if he doesn't rec-
eive his postal orders! Some of my kind retders
tell me thot Bunter is immortel, nnd if this be so, !
obviously he cfmnot be mrde to pnss in his cheoks!

_Br the way, I have been asked to write some-!
thing sbout Bunter for produetion in for !
the entertainment of the blind, I like the ides,” |
end Bunter in *Braille" will be rether & curiosity.|

i



I am looking forwerd to the Armmal.

1

With kind regards l
ours cere]s |
Prenk Richards. |

!

1
The Yorkshire Evening Post (Ieeds) referred |
+to the stories in Braille a short time sgo, and men-
tions something that Frank Richerds doesn't — thot |
he wrote them without pnyment. Editor. !

* * %
ATTENTION! NELSON IEE PANS: :

By the courtesy of Mr.Jack Cook, we are able!
to reproduce s letter he received recently from your
favourite suthor. Its whet we have been waiting for)
but, oh, whet @ pity Mr.Brooks hes lost interest in!
those stories which charm you, his adwirers, ati%.il.l.i
* * * L |

13th October, 1947. |
Dear Juck, i

I've been so busy - working and holideying |
thet I can't remember whether I replied to the let-
i

E

tor (undeted) ih which you emclosed a stamped ad-
drcssed envelope. If I have replied, chmek this |
letter in the fire; if I haven't, here's saying I'm
sorry for the delay. !

Lbout the 44 Schoolboys Pocket Iibraxy; yea,}

yours truly is guilty, &as you guessed. I wrote quite
2 mumber of school stories for Swamn's, based on myi
old St.Frank's stories, during the early days of |
the wor, when, owing to paper restrictions my novel!
output was considersbly curtailed. Why they should !
heve printod one under my own nome I don't kmow. I !
hope you liked these school yarms - which in my H
opinion, are far and aswey better than my old St. i
Fremk's yorns. i

With regard to the stotement in the "Collecth
or's Digest" I am afraid this is perfectly true. Ny!
interest in the "0ld Iee days" is desad, same as!



'bhe "elson Iee Library". I em fully oocupied with |
; those two blokes, "Berkeley Gray" amd "Victor Gunn".i

! Cohgratulations on the publication of your !
; firgt feiry tale book. I would very mch like & copy,

i if you can spare one. As for hintas on writing school

i tales, I'm afraid I can't give any. It's not a thing

i that cem be learned. You cen either write school i

i atoriea or you can't. I suppose it's a g:l:f't Fairy i

i tale writing, imagine, ia o similear Idnd oi'giﬁ:.i

With very best wishes, i

Sincerely, i

E. S. Brooks. i

]

I

1

i

Qf Interegt to "Magnet" fans and Music Lovers
Zenerally ;

I
]

I

I

1

i

I

I

!

i h‘.ﬂaomalJohnson,IaBAH., A.RMC—M.,O:({'
i Raby Cottage, Reby Park, Neston, Wirral . Cheshire,

i ingpired by the stories he read in the "Magnet" .‘nas'
i written a suite of piemo pieces concerming the fam—-.
i g:.s gggool BongCh te 0%.?3&;.1]3 six mvamg::s - :
i Greyfriars e Bunter, Mr lch, :
| Klohso Toad rmd Harry & Co. k dedicated copy
| has been presen'l:ed to Frank Richards, who was nat- ;
! urally mach gratified. i

When conditions are easier, Mr.Johnson h0pes’
to have them published. A1l resders will wish him
| luck. Ed;

|

| WANTED: Permy Pictorial Weekly (1920 period). St. |
i George's Mﬂﬁazine (s0ld in schools around 19%0) :
i Chatterbox 1911, Bays Friemds Nos.922,938,939,951, i
| 92,996 ormarda. Meny verious books to ofi’er :Ln ex—|
J{ change. W.H.Thompson 114, Handley Roed, New Whit— |
1

I

]

I

I

! tingtan, Chesterfield. i

i FOR SAIE: 50 Populars 1921-24, 53 Marvels 1921-22,,

g 1?5%1‘?‘5’“ i?_%"zﬁa 124 K:iaon Lees 1927-29, |

i Gems* - good condition. W.H.Neate, W

| ook, Burnhom, Bucks, o
1

i Advertise in '!:ha “Golleotor's Digest" 3




The second and final instalment of the late ;
P.N.Wearing's article on:- i
TTM PIPPIN AND OTHER YOUNG FOIKS' STORIES :
Where is it now I wonder? I was offered rec-i

ently, by one who specislises in juvenile 1iterature
of the past, & copy of the shilling edition for £3 :
fifteen shillimgs, so it must be getting scarce. !
When Henderson later on started "Nuggets", "The Gar:—
land" end "Varieties" the stories of Tim Pippin amli
othet Y Folks" serials were republished with |
the "Puck" (John Proctor) and Wm.Boucher illustrat-
dions. Proctor owed everything to the inspiration he;
derived from Roland Quiz. His drawings of gismts i
were wonderful and I con still remember "Gient Big-i
feet", "0ld Bodysnatcher", "Uncle Two Hends", whosei
coofa hat provided Tim Pippin with n ready-mcde "
boot. !

. 1
Proctor's vivid drawings are largely - respon-
sible for the memory. John Proctor's son became i
headmaster of the prinecipal school at Mefeking and !
his grendson distinguished himself in World War one;,
eorning the Victorie Cross. The illustrator who 'ber
i
i
I}
I
|

longed to the same school as Temniel was just as
tive as the "Punch" cartoonist. Giants were
wonderfully dreawn and remerkable for the combrast
and the dreame of expression. Somm of these giants
were terrible personsges, while others were by no
meams unaffable. "Young Folks" had meny drawings
by W.1I.B. (W.M.Bowles). I have & Xmas number of i
"Weekly Budget" 1891 which has a fine pover illus- |
tration, size 24 x 15 drawn in his characteristic |
atyle depicting a variety of Xmas scemes. I recol- !
lect a friend who hed a large scrapbook filled with
Proctor's "Tim Pippin" illustrations cut from i
" oung Folks". What vemdelism! He only wonted the |
pictures, the text did not interest him. 1936 saw |
a reprint of "Giantlemd" issued by Joiner & ‘Steele |
in a handsome volume, wncbridged with Proctor drew-
ings. Slightly reduced in size the price was 8s.6d.|
"Young Folks" attrected the budding writers emnd !
i Journalists of the seventies and eighties. !
them were A.C.Hermsworth (Lord Northeliffe later om)



| Peter Keary of "Pearsons Weekly", J.N.Pentelow, !
! otherwise Jack North, John CO,Rowe, who wrote memy = !

! fine yarn_for "The Mervel", "Pluck" and "Union Jack"
i in taeir #d days, Finally R.A.H.Goodyear, who has & |
‘ihfost gf‘;ell writtgn agl{g% atories to-his credit. ?d
: ITasue prominen ers, a truly worthy reco
"had " oung Folksn. :

]

| WANTED: Aldine Publications, Turpins, Duvala, eto. i

; 4, Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essex. !
i

1

i -
|

{ WANTED: Nelson Lees, 0ld Series, pegticularly Noa. |
! 102,105,220,230, also sbout 8O issmes betwesn Nos.l|
1
I

i and 271. Neme your own price. Heve hundreds of dup—i
i licate copies for exchange. J.Murtngh, Selwood Rondj
| Hagtings, New Zeclend. i |

| IF ITS NMAGNETS AND GEMS you're after send your num-|
i bers req d a to William Martin, 93 Hillside, |
i Stonebridge Pork, don, N.¥W.10, 'Phone Willesdon |
i 44T74. “lways & lrrge selection in stock, both early|
i end lnte mumbers. Prices upon spplicotion. If I have
i not got what you want, names put on woiting list. |
i Strict rotetion. Setisfoction assured. !
| GOOD PRICES offered for Bound Volumes of early Mag—
 ne¥s, also loose Magnets, between 1908 and 1939. i
i Eric Peyne, 23 Grove Road, Surbiton. i

i Specigl for No.l2 - “Forever Bunter" - Erio |
Fayne s% his provocative best. i

—————

Artioles with & Yuletide flavour will be
welcomed for the next issume. If writtesi on type-
writer, please gge %o 51 spaces per line or under
NOT OVER 51 SPA =

"&n Astounding Adventure” by Jack Corbett, :
of particular interest to "Megnet" Collectors. Its |
in the C.D.Anmnual. i
__________ b B e e ]

"The Qareful Murder Case" - & short story ofj

i
: Nelson Lee Jack Cook. It appears in the C.D. i
| formel . K PP i
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THE ROUND TABLE

A brief chat this month, for the Zenith item
by Rex Dolphin is going to take up most of the room
we have allotted to Blekisna, but I met remark on
& new book +that has just been published. Again, a
disguised Sexton Blake hag been presented to &an wmn
witting publio. In his new book (the first to be

blished in bound volume form)"Murder on the Mall"
ﬂ?right & Brown 4s.6d), Anthony -Parsons introduces
us to Ruston Carr snd his asgistant George Mansell,
both ex Scotland Yard men, so the author tells us,
but in actual faot they are the ghosts 0f Bloke nnd
» Tor ‘"Murder on the MnliM is o rehagh of

"The Loot of Frange" (S.B.L. 3rd Series, No. 87).

of the characters mnames altered, but otherwise the
Teprint is almost word for word like the original.
I'm wondering what Tinker would say if he ¥mew that
HIS ghost is "big end buJ.k{ » With huge hands amda
round red face"? I have been woiting for the new
Parsons volume for a long while now but must ndmit
thet I wag disappointed to find that the A.P. hos
allowed n Blake story te be so hrmdled. No doubt



! the book will make a hit with those who don't kmow
! their Blake, but it will certainly not please those
who heve followed the magter detective through the

years.

THE LIFE AND DEATHE OF ZERITH

Thus rmms :
the inscript-;
ion on the i
coverstone of |
8 grave in i
the shadow ofi
ruined Iindis<
farne Abbey m!
Holy Island !
off the Nor: !
thumberlend |
coast.And yet;
we read of i
Monsieur Zen- |
éth in ﬁct?}_m’”

uxding World -i
War II, when |
he was o guerd
illa leader !
in Jugo-slav- |

8. H

of Zenith's |
death was men-
tioned in Sex-
ton Blake in- '
maal No.2, in

i which the ed— |

!
The mystery [

by
Rex Dolphin

Sacred. to the Memory of Zenith, who was
accidentally killed by a fa

wall

Zenith the Albing

&ur:Lng_tl_lg Storm of 30th April, 1918.
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i i
iitor geve a supposed explanation. He said that Zen-i
iith was indeced dead, and that cases published after!
i his death were of earlier adventures. These earlier
i adventures could not be published before, &s the |
! case-books cont the records had been stolen
| Zenith's gang. When Blake recovered the books, the |
E stories were then writtem up. i

1 & very ingenious, but entirely "phoney" ex- i
| plemation. Evidentg that editor hed not searched
;very deeply among the Blake files.

I
I
I
i
!
i Mr.Maurice Bond, Editor of "Blaki=mma", men— i
i tioned this matter in Collector's Digest No:6, and !
| gave it as his opinion thet the S.B.Anmmarl editor !
'had tried to "Ii1l off" Zenith. He was, however, !
! incorrect in this mssumption, as there notuslly ;
! exists & story by Anthomy Skene in which Zenith was;
jkilled. Being r lifelong admirer of both Blake mnd i
i Zenith, I mede it my business to senrch the files i
i for a true explensation, ond now give it, with full |
i docunentary evidence. i

; The recorded history of Zenith the Albino |

jsterts with the story "4 Duel to the Desth", publisi-
j @d in Union Jack No.837 dated 25th October, 1919. i

i Sexton Blake had been for some months engaged in i
jdifferent cases, the erimes in which showed signa of
ihaving been planned by the same master—mind - a mesd
i ter-mind who hed never shown hinself personally. i
iBlake wes staying at sn hotel in Newcastle-on-Tyne |
tduring one very stormy night, and after a terrific !
Jelep of thunder, a1l the lights went out. He told |
" |Pinker to re-light the gas. Then - |
i & voice cane out of the darkmess close besidd
:h:l.n — the voice of a stremger. "Iezwe it to me!"

]
i The rich deep toned were ocultured mnd con- :
inanding, yet bore such 2 burden of sadness that one i
glnn.gedtobehgldtha being fron whom they cone. !
1 3 . 1
= One by ane the gaslights were re-1it, and i
i Tinker found hinself gaming st & young ond hrmasone |
iD8n in full evening dress. i

1




"Ah, Mr.Blake", he said, "I must apologise |
for this intrusion®. He removed his hat with & floum-
ish and exposed the strange fact that he was a true |
8lbino, his hair being white as snow, while his eyes
glowed like rubies in the incandescent light. It

"I am afreid you have the advantage of me" |
seid Sexton Blake. i

"Alag!" said the besutiful voice of the strap-
ger, "Your feme is world-wide, while my name is un-—
known". Then he added with a2 bow: "I call myself ;
" I

It transpired thet Zenith had wished to meet;
face to face the man who had thwarted his’ schemes. i
That was the mamner, so typical of the men's child-;
ish love of the theatrical, in which Zenith intro- ;
duoed himself to Blake and Blake-readers, snd the |
long fight begen. i

Zenith, the Albino! The m&n's very appesranc
wase enough to exeite interest smd wonderment. ind |
thet apgearmoe was to become very well Immwm to
Sexton Blake, the police, the underworld, emd the |
followers of Blake's sdventures, during the years tq
come, i

The broad-shouldered, athletic, slim figure |
rerfectly fitted out in impecczsble evening dress scnd
8ilk haet, the elegent bearing, the elaborste memners,
the ebony stick end gold cigarette case. Lbove all, |
the startling whiteness of his face and heir ngainst
the black of his clothes, and the crimson-irised i
eyes. The colouring of his Fface rather took ones i
attention awey from its shape smd quelity - long, |
egcetic, vi e, intelligent, with a determined yet!
reckless mouth. :

His sical peculiarities were so accentu- |
ated that they were very difficult to concesl by dig—

i%uise, 80 usually he scorned disguise, fleunting end

Traz out his own unique personality. When he |
did use disguise, dark spectacles were & necessary !
feature, so we often found him in the role of a half-
blind beggar or en /nglo-Indien, though once he was !
8ble to get a chemical from Leon Kestrel which 'I:G::m—_!L




{porazd.]y coloured his eyes and enabled other dis-
I uises possible. ‘

I
!
] 1
i The men's mentel meke-up was equally start- |
! 1ing &8 his physical. His dominating thought was !
! that his colouring made him an ocutcast from aoeiaty.:
! He likened himself to & white rook. "The normal :
| black rooks meke it their business to exterminate |
i the monstrosity. He fights, fights, fights, until |
i he dies. And in the same fashion must I, Zenith, i
i the 4lbino, Pight - fight - fight!" 4nd yet, pars-i|
i doxically, because he was of royal blood, he con-~ !
! sgidered himself superior to ordinary mortals. He !
'was absolutely without fear, except of oaptivity.To:
!die would be a rclemse from his curse, but imprison-
!ment! "I am & wild creature, who would die a thous+
imd deeths rather than face captivity!"™ He carried;
i 8 poisoned cigerette against thot happening. i

! He liked to cleim freedom from zll humon pasq
!sions and emotions, lmowing no hnte, love, fmger or|
ipity. But thot claim was fm overstatement. He often;
i showed hims.1f to be humen, as in his desire for i
i friendship with Bleke, his hatred of treachery, hisi
ilove of power over men, his queer conception of !
i sportsmenship, his pnssionate love of jewellery (exd
icept for rubies, which he hated becouse they remin-!
tded him of his eyes), his superstition, and his i
!gesture of sending wedding presents of jewellery to;
l'the heroines of the "hoppy endings". Zenith was i
iedways hoppiest when fighting — becnuse the excit- i
jment snebled him to forget that he was an outcnst. |
j Opium flso helped him to forget. He often smoked
jopiun-lnden cigorettes, or, sented on & bleek diven
iin & room furnished entirely in black, indulged in
ic "pipe", wnited on by his Joprmese servonts.

i

i He exacted immediate obedience from his fol-
ilowers, who were for the most part loyal. Those
ivho weren't soon learned to be. As a prince of the
iLeague of the Golden Laat, that terrible secret
tsociety, he word was lew. But he had nothing but
contempt for these "jackals", ss he called them.
:Contempt, too, for the big shots whom he came up
i2geinst, especially the more brutish type. He wonldi

i
4
1
!
:
|
!
i
i
i
i
i
i



allow no men to address him on terms of familierity,i
except Sexton Bleke. !

I
His personal relations with Blake were as i
paradoxical s the man himself. He hated Blake for |
unsetting his schenes, for being the representative |
of society while he was the outcast. There wasn't |
room on the earth for both of them. He tried to killl
Bleke in & mmdred different ways. Yet of =11 the !
men he hod ever met, Blake was the only one he would
oell "friend", There wos & certain code of sports— !
nenship between Sexton Bloke end Zenith. They were |
enenies, yet there were things they didn't do. If
either pave his word, the other mew he'd keep it. |
There was no treachery. There were even occfisions |
when they fought side by side sgninst = common i
enerny . i

The physical tussles between the two were £ :
highlight of their sdventures. They were slrost i
equally natched in skill ot wrestling, boxing, fen-;
cing, =md rough-housing, and their fights were long,i
tough, md exheusting. Zenith was node of milk and |
steel, but his physique wrs not equnl to Bleke's, 1
being lighter ond undermined by opiun. He'd never i
ellow his underlings to touch Blcke, sfying thot the
i detective should hmwe n gentleman's denth. :

: The ndventure during which Zenith wos killed |
i is recorded in U.J.No.898, dcted 25th Decerber,1920.
"The Crse of The Toxic Tulips". Zenith's Ieague of |
The Last hod sone sort of offilintion to the Crin- !
innls' Confederntion, snd Bleke discovered that the !
Confederation wns holding n convention anong the !
Tuins of Lindisforne Shbey on a certain night. Therd
is s certnin discrepmmoy cbout the dete of this i
i neeting, for in this story it is given ns "the 26th"
'while Zemith's grovestone snys "the 30th'. Blake, |
| Coutts and Tinker nennged to get there on the oan— |
; vention night. They sew Kestrel, Zenith, Reece tnd |
i Waldo, draw lots for the chair of Honour, Kestrel |
= ]

i

} The detectives made em attack, but a terrifig
; tunderstorm, of more than tropical fury broke, &nd i
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escaped. A wall of the ruined abbey was blown downi
striking Zenith. J‘

Zenith died, quoting Shakespeare, and plead-
ing with Sexton Blake to shake hands with him, his |
greatest fear being that the detective would refusect
But Blaske took his hand. = :

"He reverently closed the eyes of the dead |

.. then he turned, and took a Ffarewell glonce ot |
thet which hed been Zenith. Inscrutably, the grect |
detective looked down ot the enemy who was an enery!
no longer. It mny be that in that lmmd of shndows, !
the curse of elbinisn, the white hair and pink eyes!
which had set Zenith snport fron nmemkind, was e curst
no longer. For the bloodless lips were smiling, os ;
if death were heppler them life. i
I

I

I reclly believe thot here, nfter o rim of |
Just over n yerxr, Anthony Skene thought he hrd fin-!
ally disposed of the Albino, in the smme woy thot
Conon Doyle thought he hnd once disposed of Sher-
lock Holmes. -

Then the U.J. editor begmn to receive letterb
aaking for Zemith bnek ngnin, nnd the pressure bear{:le'
80 henvy that sonething hnd to be done. The first ;
intination that Zenith wns returning cope in the |
story “The Casec of The Thirteenth Bowl", U.J.No.919,
This story fentured Nihil, “"Zenith's successor", but
Nihil was not @« chornoter to be conpared with Zen- |
ith. In this cdvemturs, Bleke specks ¢ few words toi
0 heavily nnsked nma, whose voige, that deep rich |
voice, was that of Zenith. Nihil is finolly over- |
cone, but the nenory of that neeting led Blake latct
¥o go bock to Holy Islmd to inspect Zemnith's grave,
he ;ga also awrre rgoin of o new power in the under+
wordd. . H

1

It is in U.d.No.928, "The Return of Zemith, !

the Albino" that the tombstone insoriptiom is pri- |
- This adventure introduces Frau Krantz, whom i
most Zenith admirers know. Blske is up against her ;
and the 4frioen secret society, the Leopard Men. He;
traces their hide-out to a disused pit. Here he i
meets none other than - th! ' : !

i
i
i
|

H



...................... i
i . !
i "You thought I was safely buried on Ho i
j1Is;laml‘? You have probebly seen the stone whiii i
i purports to cover my remains? So. A certain able |
i seamsn who died of pneumonia was granted the honour !
| of takjnihg place.” I @m, you see, very much &live.!
i I grant when you left me, on grey morning !
i after the storm, I was very near the Valley of the ;
! Shedow - very nmear indeed. But some.fool genius of j
! & doctor who had thrown in his lot with the Crimin-— ;
! als' Cohfederetiom, thought fit to return and dreg |
i me back to the world of men. He cered nothing for |
ime, or he would have let me sleep. I was sm exper- |
i iment. He trsmsfused into my body the blood of & ]
i negro who wag one of the crew on the yacht; and now!
he is writing n book nbout it, so thot other inter- :
!
i
I
1
|
f

fering fools mny do likewise."

Zenith loughed, that femilisar mocking lmagh
which was gadder than tesxrs.

"ind now it appears that this fellow whose
blood flows in my veins was 2 medicine mam, & witoch |
doctor emd consequently I am ju-ju, or something of |
the sort. This precious society of his obeys me as |
if I were the great mumbo-jumbo himself."

! TThere is Mr.Skene's own explamation of the
- mystery of Zemith's resurrection, and I think we

; mast accept it, fentastic though it is.

i Curiously enough, the stories that followed

1
]
]
1
!
:
! the re-birth of Zenith were far superior to those :
: that preceded his "death". I believe that Mr.Skene
i
1
i
1
i
i

I

[}

1

|

1

1

1

: was goining experience and his inimiteble |
| atyls - thet has hardly nhmg’adr. :Bu% his power of |
; plogting &nga'atoryawed{mm{.nﬁ, md his inventiveness,

i hewve improved tremend .

1 The Ieegue of the Last gradually faded out,

! and Zenith became for the most pert ® lone wolf, &l
i

Y though he had associates with whom he worked from i
; time to time. 4Lpong the best known of these were i
i Frank Oyani, his Jap servent, Prmu Krantz, 3 &.m. |
i Smith, and Captain 1ight. : -
i Zenith appeared in meny emd varied sdvent-
! ures as _long @s BHlake stories were printed weekly. |



'Mamr of these adventures took place in Northumber- :
! 3end snd Durhem, which, I suspeet, oyre Mr.Skeme's
| "home ground". The unigue charsnctexr of the nen, th-g
| plend of thestricnlity with convihoingness, the ry-,
:atez-y of his background (royol blood, Eton snd Ox-_.
i Tord education, his mastery of the vielin), mede h:.r‘.z
i & favourite with readers.

' Menorable were the stories in which he joine&
forces with Leon Kestrel and Wu Iing, "for the pur-|
,poae. of selling Britnin's secrets to & group of i
i foreign powers md elinminnting Bexton Blrke". But |
i Blake rnd Tinker, Coutts, Hnrker, nnd Yvonne on his:
i pide. These cnhses nre recorded :Ln U.J.Noe.95h tmd
1 9R9,
I

i Then there wrs the frntestic ofise in which

i Zenith, the Bx-Kriser, and other dethroned princes
i rm@ pretendera plotted to upset Britain's defences
Iby- r fleet of [(planes raining corrosive neid on
!importent centres, while nn invnding sxry onnoe by

' 'pleme fron Europe. Here we nre told thot Zenith
wps o Prince of Rounenir — and pf:rt of. this plot wn
{to Yregnin his rightful throne.® (U.J.No.99A).

‘ In late 1930 Zenith neguired the chenmical
'lmcmn ns Forrmln 4, which could destroy nll known
smbstrmces except rubber. He used it to open acnfes,
nnd before Bloke finnlly deprived hin of it, he'd i
nnassed f nmillion pounds' worth of jewels rmd cash. |
,Then he cormemnced war on society with o gicnt org’n-,-
iisation and n fleet of trmks, but this type of thing
inrde n poor sto conpared with his old lonme-wolf i
iclvahea with Blnke. !
i

Zenith appeared in Detectiv - Week.'.ly in a geriesg
of non?Blake edventures, during the time when Blake |
Fator:lea were not being printed. Zenith was the'cen-i
i tral charaoter, the "hero", but these gtories were !
'not up to the Blake stemderd. He was always at hig !
ibest whon fighting Semton Bleke. Zenith had oppar— !
iently dome Englsmd o service on ¢ mission to Burope,
IzJ:nd. the poliee had given him ¢ clerm slihte. He'd met
iPrincess #stra fnd Prince Osenr of Milldnin in Bur-|
‘ope, and they béorme his nccomplices in Englrmmd, i

JE - S




i the three being Inowa as "The White Trinity", as
| they were al} white-headed. They had occasional !
i clashes withjthe police, but most of their warfare !
'was mgainst other orooks. This series ended with !
! Zenith being severely wounded and token to hospitel;
! Astra and Oscar were recslled to their native lend ;
! becmuse of o revolution. Astra left regretfully, i
{ belng in love with Zemith. Oymni gets Zenith out ofi
j hospitel. The doctor wrrns him he's killing himgelfi
i Zenith is merely cmused et this. He collapsed into |
i the ocer end asked for his secret address. :
! "There, unhempered by the restrictions of

fmzrses end doctors, tended only by Oyeni, he could i
i hide like a hurt wild ereature, forget that he was |
i & broken mén, end travel forwerd into life or back-|
wgi-ﬁ into the shadows. To him it did not motter 1
which".

!
i i
i .
i Here once sgein, it is my opinion thet the |
i suthor believed he hed written the final word cbout!
| Zenith. But the Albino sppecrs once ngein — in Sex-!
! ton Blerke Idbrary No.49 (3rd Series), "The Bronze |
!Brgilisk". He hns been a guerille lender in Jugo- :
:slt:vin., fnd comes to Englrmd to grin fundas for his i
; comrsides - by his usual ecrooked meons. i
|
I
1

! Zenith the Albino hes died -~ or frded out -
'meny times, but for his countless cdmirers he, like:
i Sexton Bleke, will never truly die. .

He is immortcl.

|
i
i
i
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