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INTRODUCT ION

Dear Fellow Collectors,

We proudly prescnt the first issue of “The Collectors! Digest
Amual'. We are writinz this, of course, before we actually sece the re-
sult of our labours. It may Do that we shall not find it fit quite as
perfectly as a corplicated jiz-saw puzzle. If that De so we &re sure
you will take into account the conditions under whioch it has Deen nroe
duced, paragraphs written in the nildst of our business duties, research
oft tines by the aild of nidnight oil. Anyhow, even with a few possible
irperfeetions, we can, without conceit, clain that nothing of the kind
has becn atterpted before and we have cndeavoured to nake it to story
paper collectors' something as useful as '"Wisdens'! is to cricketers. If
sore 1ittle query arlses ve want you to say “let's sce what +the C. D,
Anmmal says" and hope that you will find thercin the answere

Dut hard as we have worked, our cefforts would have becn futile
had it not been for the invaluable help we have rceceived from a host of
friends by way of articlcs, sketches, sugiestions, advice. To each and
every one we say, from the botton of our hearts, “thank you',

We st say a specinl word about our cover desgign. When it
first catches your eye we have an idea that you nay Juwmp to the conclus-
ion that we had becn able to engaze the sarvices of that brilliant art-
ist of the Sexton Dlake publications, Eriec R. Farker. That wasn't so
of course, though you night be excused for thinking so. It vms drawmn
for us, however, by a professional artist who is a nenber and a real
friend to our little circle. He prefers to sign hinsclf "Nemo", and
"Nerao" he rust remain. If your verdict is that the contents live up to
the cover we shall bLe content.

In conclusion we nay say we are sufficiently optimistic to he
already taking time by the forelock and preparing "Collectors! Digest
Anmual" No. 2,

Yours sincerely,

Herbert Leckenby.

H. Mauricc Dond.
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The Colleckorss Digest "Whos Who'
by Herbert Leckenby.

Introduction

Even though this list covers scveral pages it it not suggested
it is in any way cormplete. Despite our appeals a nuiber of collectors
already members of our circle have not sent us dotails about themselv-
es. VWhere possible I have corpiled a few lines fron their letters -
written fron tine to tinme. Then of course, therc rwust be quite a No.
who have not as yet Joined our ranks. This is evident because alnost
every week we do add to our nuwibers. Should any of our readers know
any whose names do not appcar in our list w¢ should be grateful if they
would introduce then. We may then publish additional lists fron time
to time in the nonthly C.D.

Complete or not we are confident it vill be agreed the "Who! s
who" will be of the utmost valuc. Collectors wishing to buy, sell, or
exchange will have before then the nanes of those best able %o help
then. In passing we might mention that since we started the C.D. the
only ctiticisn we have received is that we give two ruch space to the
"Magnet", “Gen", "Union Jack" and others of the "modexrn" papers. o
trugs a glance at our collectors various intercsts will Justify our
policy.

When recading this i1ccord as a whole it should he vamarhared thek
although it appears alphabetically it has been corpiled as  debails
came in, thus here and therc it may have a cart berore the horse eff-
ect as it were. This has been unavoidable.

In conclusion may I say that compiling it has been a lengthy
but pleasant task. As I set ny eycs on what some of 1y fellow collect-
ors possess it made me wish I could seti off on a nonths tour to browse
over sorie of them. I could for instance spend nany days in the anazing
library of Mr. John Medcraft and then come away, like Oliver Twist -
longing for more. It is certainly astonishing that so many tens of
thousands of papers have escaped the salvage collectors and the rave
ishes of time.
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COLLECTORS' DIGEST “'JHO'S_ WHO".

ALLEN, Leonard . - 3, liontronery Drive, Shefficld 7.

A staunch menber of the E.S. Books! group. Has about 300 Nelson
Lee €Librarics and all the 3t. Franks' stories in the Schoolboys' Ovn
Library. Alsc 30 + yecarly vols Captrin, and school storics by Hadaith,
Cleaver, Bird, Wodshouse, ctc.

ADLEY. Derck =~ 19 Braithwaitc Gardens, Stammore, Middlesex.

Interested in Gons, Magnets, Nelson Lees and various other A.P.
Papcrs. The vriter has not hoard from him recently but belicves Mr.
Adlcy is still keen.

ARMITAGE. Thomas = 205, Batlcy Road, Alvertherpe, Wakeficld, Yorks.

Docs not nctually collect but as recaders of the C.D. know from his
Ibteregting articles knows  lot about the papers of 20 - 30 ycars ago,
wridtes entirely from menory and seldom nakes a nistoke,

BAGULEY. Joscph = "Moorings", Pensilva, Cornwall

In a useful collecticn ilr. Baguley has a good proporticn of
"Nelson Loes" and early "Schoolbeys Own Libraries", an elnost conplete
run of 'Boy's Friend 4d Libraries" from 1924; nany "itagnets", "Gens'",
and "Younz BDritains". He is 34 years of age, 5ft. 1lins in height and
turns the scnles at 14 stone 10 1lbs.

BAWDEN, +illian L., = No.7 Penryn St., Redruth, Cornwall.

Another with an enviable "Masnet" and "Gen" collection, ncarly
800 (eight hundred) of each. "Magnets" complete from No. 1178 to the
end, Also has about 400 (four hundred) "Schoolboy's Ovm Libraries" and
14 (fourtcen) "Holiday Annuals".

BARTLETT . Henry J.id., Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Dridport, Dorsct,
Intorested in all boy's papers particularly to older oncs. Is
anxious to get a coplete set of Dreadnouzhts.

BENNETT. R.V. = 64, Dudlcy Rd., Tinton, Staffs.
Has a splendid run of Magnets from 906 to the end wilth the solitary

exception of No.98l. Can anyone oblige Mr. Bennett? A typical cxanple |

of the notive for this Who's Who. In addition has about 600 Geng and

scveral dozen Nelson Lecs, Sexton Bleke's, Populars,

Posteript: ir. Bennctt has now obtained 9811 Nice work!?

BURROW. R. = 1 Albert Squarc, Armiley, Lecds.

Puts "Nelson Lees' first of all. Started collecting in crnest in
1937, at onc timc had nearly o complete set, but at present possesses
about 400, includinz 1 - 112 of the first serices. Has also about 300
"arnets" and 350 "Gens",

Why not &tdvertise in The Collector's Digest ?
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BAXEIDaLE, VINCENT 4  No. 1 Vincent Strcet, Openshaw, ianchester 11,

One of the younger generation, and like many more of his tine puts
"Magnets", "Gems", "Union Jacks" and "Nelson Lees" first and has a fair
mnumber of each. Also collects others of the moderns not so rmuch in
demand, such as "Pilot", "Ranger", "Champion", "Dullseyc", "Modern
Doys" ctc,

DRYANT. Jarcs W. = 151 Methilbrae, Methil, Fifceshirce, Scotland.

Is speeially interestcd in Nelson Lee Xmas nuribers, also Xnas
nuribers of all old boy's papcrs, nagazines and comics. Mr. Dryant is a
Chief Cinema projcctionist, 41 years of agc and has been collecting
since 1912

BOND. Herbert, Maurice, Charles = 10 Erw Wcn, Rhiwbina, Cardiff, S. Wales
Collector of all publications dealing with Soxton Dlake. Also intercsked
in all Amalgoamated Press publications especially "Magnet", "Gem", "Nelson
Lee", "Popular" and the "fourpennies". Collection includes 1,100 "Union
Jacks " of the second series (1903-1932). Has a complete run from No.1000
to the end with the exccption of 10 issucs. lost copics in good condition
many mint. Volume 1 of the "Union Jack" (original series 1894 - 1903)
bound. 10 Boy's Friend Librarics containing Sexton Blake stories excluding
three copies hound as the original editorial file copies. About two dozen
"Detective weeklies" (all early copies). 130 of the 382 "Sexton Blake
Libraries" First Scrics, 320 of the 744 "Sexton Dlake Libraries" Second
Serics. 158 (complcte to date) of the "Soxton Blake Librarics" Third
(current) Serics. All four of the published "Sexton Dloke Anmuals". A
Sexton Dlake Dust. Various other items includinz the Arthur Jones
portrait of Dlake presented with the thousandth issue of the "Union
Jack". Dound volunc of No's 1 - 25 Willianm Gander's "Story Paper
Collector". Favourite authors arc George Hamilton Tecd, Anthony Parsons,
Gwyn Evans, Robert Murray and John G. Drandon. Favourite U.J./S.B.L,
characters include Dr. Huxton Rymer (Teed), Georde lMarsden Plumer
(Osborne and Tced), Dr. Satira (Murray), "Splash" Page (Bvans), Roger
Sturges Vercker Purvale (Branﬂon) and Gunga Dass (Hill, Drisbane and
Parsons). Favourite artist - Bric R, Parker. Favourite (purple) period .
the 1920's. Favourite Dlake story 'The Case of thd Bogus MNonk" with
"The Harem Mystery" a close second.

Age 35, heipght 6ft. marricd with two children both of whome he
hopes will grow up to love the greatest charncter in juvenile (or any
other for that matter) fiction. Is the ovmer of a private circulating
library, a member of the Dritish Amateur Press Association and The
Publishers dAssociation. Fond of Classical rusic.

If its Magnets 2nd Gems you're after, send your
numbers required along to WILLIAM MARTIN, 93, Hillside,
Stonebridge Park, London, N.W,10., 'phone - Willesden 4474.
Alweys a large selection in stook - both early and late
numbers. Prices upon epplietion. If I have not got what
you went, names are put on & waiting list, and deslt with
in striot rotation. setisfaction guaranteed.
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DOTTOMLEY., Fred - 48 Dovmhills Park Rd., Tottcnham, London N.17.

FPavouritc paper "The Iagnet™ of which he has six hundred hetween
1912 - 40. Also 250 "Gens" (1917 - 39), 120 "Denny Populars, 200
"Schoolboy's Ovn Libraries". Has heen collecting for 25 years. Mr.
Dottomley has often copics of the more popular 20th Century papers
for sale or cxchanze.

OACTHERTON. T.Y. = Heskin, Near Chorley, Lancashirc.

Intercsted in the anmalganated Press and Pearson Papers of the carly
years of the century. Doy's Fricnd, Doy's Leader etc. and is always
on the look out for additions tc his collection,

DRYaN 8.F. = 6 City Road, Pceterborousih.

Has only becen rcecollecting a few months but has already got toe
gether about 100 "Magnets" (his favourite). 100 "Gens" and about 60
"Schoolboy's Own Libraries".

DLYTHE. Rohert - 81 Alsen Rd., Holloway, London N.7.

Here is something really unique. Mr. Blythe is the proud owner of
a complete set of the Nelson Lec Library, believed to be the only one in
cxistenec. He can nmaturally clain to be an authority, and is always
willing to assist other Lee collectors on any matters concerning the
stories. Mr. DNlythe has alsc abcut 800 "Magnets'.

CHILD A 84 Gilderstone Averme, Dirmdingham 26.
One nore loyal adnirer and colleector of Nelson Lees.

CLOUWGH W,Hs = & Fonthill Grove, Balc, ilanchester.

Has been collecting about threc years, starting with the Aldine
"Dick Turpins" of which he is now ahout sixty. Has nlsc about the sane
nunber of "Doy's Pricend Threcpenny Librarics", and 100 assorted "“Gems",
"Magnets", "Union Jacks" ctc. 1Is desirous of getting together a
representative coll :etion of papers issued hetween 1901 and 1916.

COLCOMDE, willian H. = 256 South dverue, Southend-on-Sca,

First started collecting in 1940 and in the interval has built up
two fine collections of Sexton Dlcke Libraries and Union Jacks, and
through unavoidable circumstances disposcd of them. Is now in process
of forming a third and succceding very well for he has one hunred S.DB.Ls.
of the first series. Also has 500 Unlon Jacks and 50 Detective wecklics.
Has also started collecting lMagncts and obtained 200 so far together with
some 50 or so Schoolboyfs Own Libraries. Mr. Golcombe puts the S.D.L.
above all and has written some interesting articles for the monthly
C.D. He was born and bred in Scuthend, is 26 years of age, and is
erployed on the sccurity council staff of  local factory.

WANTED: 0dd numbers of Boys Books. Please send Iists.
A

411 letters enswered. Henry J.H.Bertlett, Peas Hill Ship-

ton Gorge, Bridport, Dorse

€.
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COOK J.¥W. = 178 Maria Strect, Denwell, Newcastle-on-Tyme.

& loyal nember of the "Nelson Lec" group, and through tircless
cffort has got to~dther a finc collection. dbout threc hundedof the
first (small) serics from 1986 to the end, a complcte sot with the
exception of about sixteen. Hasalso about two hundred of the later
"Magnets" and a similar nuriber of "Gems" onc hundred "Schoolboy's Ovm
Librarics", one hundred "Doy's Friend Libraries" (4d series) and a
rnuriber of "Sport's Dudgets", Jack's Paper", "Union Jacks" cte.

COX. Herbert Reginald = 73 Chelston Rd., Ruislip, Middlesex.

He has been guide, councillor and friend to many. Has had more
than one 3ood collection but at present hasn't any of the story papers.
Does, however, quite a lot of writing on the hobby, his greatest success
so far being his "Sexton Dleke File in Hutchinson Saturday Dook for 1947,

CHIDWICK. Ronald - 96 llorehall Avenuc, Folkestone.

Here we present the youngest member of our clan for Reonald is only
14 years of agec. Recently discovered Sexton Dlakc and looks like
developing into one of his kecnest admirers. 'Would be grateful «f any
help in buildings up a collection .

CORBETT. J. = 49Glyn Farm Road, “uinton, Dimiinzhan.

Is a "Magnet" fan first and foremost. Degan re-collecting in
1940 and has now about o commlcete set between 1929 - 1940. Has also
"Holiday Annuals" 1925 to 1930 and a few "Gems". Is anxdious to obtain
"Magneta" between 1922 - 29, Mrs. Corbett is almost as keen a reader
of the "Magnet" as her husband. Lucky Mr. Corbett! There are sone
colledtors who arc not so fortunate in have such understanding vives.
Mr. Corbett is also greatly interested in classical music and posscsses
eight hundred first class records.

DANIEL. Charles wW. ~ 268 Tomswood Hill, Ilford, Esscx.

Mr., Daniel calls his collection small; its certainly good and to
be envied, especially by the veterans. IMr. Daniel was born in London
on Septerber 14th 1884 and has been a kecn collector since about 1914.
His most prized item is 2 complete set of the very scarce "Ching,
Ching" stories. He has complete runs of the shorter lived journnls
such as "Doy's Monster weckly", "Doy's Jubilec Journal', "Doy's
Graphic (1902 = 3) ctc. Selections of "Doy's of England", Doys of
the Bwpirce", "Doy's Conic Journal" etc. Volumes of "Doy's Herald",
"Nelson Lee Library", "Gem", "Magnet", "Marvel", "Pluck", "Vanguard",
(Trapps Holmes). Representative collection of Aldines and Hendersons,
a fow Lloyds and others of the early "bloods". Yes, a very intcresting
collection. Mr. Danicl likes stories with a huncrous touch, school
stories with a plot, detective and wild west yarns but has no anterest
in spert or war stories.

Heppy Christmes and & Prosperous New Year to all Readers
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DOWLER. Horry - 86 Hanilton Road, Longsight, Manchester.

In 2 cosy den specially allotted to the purposc lMr. Dowler has
the folloving intercsting collcetion. Veolumes 1=17 of "Chums", Volunes
1-3 "oy's of our Ampire" (Melrose), Volumes 1-80 of "Captain", four
volunics "Boy's Ovm Annual", Volunes 1 =30 Strand Magazine, Volunes
1 & 2 "Hammsworth Magazine", mubers 1 to 26 of the "Doy's Herald",
nuribers 1 « 26 of "The Doy's Reali". The above are all bound. Also
nas 100 loose copics "Doy's Fricnd" (early) 100 assorted boys papers,
andl threc refercence books with valuable information on tho hobby.

DOLZHIN. Rex C. The Wicket, Hyde Heath, Amersham (Ducks).

Mr. Dolphin has bcen o devotec of Sexton Dloke for twenty ycars,
His collcetion is not as large as it used to Be but he has at present
about two hundred "Union Jacks" and one hundrcd and fifty "Sexton Dlake
Librarics". His favouritc authors are, (&) Anthony Skene, (b) Gviyn
Evans, (c) Coutts Drisbane, (d) Donald Stuart and (e) E.J. Murray.

EDVARDS W,E, = Ivydonc, Solidlanc, Doddinghurst, Zsscx.
Has for nany ycars been interested anil o celleetor of “Magnets.

FAYNE. Eric = The Modern 3cheool, Grove Rd., Surbiton, Surrcy.

Mr. Payne, after several years of paticnt scarch and extensive
advertising has descrvedly oot tomether one of the "star" collections,
the aain items of vhich are:- "Goms", "Magnets" and "Poplars" corplete all
but! . a {ew dozen; "3Schoolboy's Ovn Libraries" corplete, 400 "Doy's
Freinds", 200 "Union Jacks", first "Greyfriars Heralls" completc with
one hundred of the sec.nd serics, "Holiday Annuals" corplete, all the
"St. Jim's, Greyfriars and "Rookwood" storics in he "Doy's Fricnd
Library", 60 "Scxton Dlake Libraries" anl 200 "School Fricnds". A
feast of rcading indecd, and in adiition there ars about 2,000 duplicatesd

FENNELL. Hugh W. = &, Dixon Rd., Scuth Norwood, London S.FE.25.

The recal "bloods" for Mr. Fenncll. He has been 2 collector for a
great many years sclling hist first collection the ycar Signorinetta won
the Derby as he puts it. Let's see, that would be about 1910 wouldn't
it? He has some rare items in his prescnt collection but lacks "The
Wild Boys of London". Among Aldines he is cspecinlly keen on the
"Invention Library" (Frank Reade).

FOSTER G.C. = 26 Kclso Place, London «#,.8.

At onc tingc possessed a special collection cf "Gems", "liagncts"
"oy's Friends", "Zrpires" and other G.P., papers, but at present has
only a few Jack, Sam and Dete Doy's Friend Libraries and the carly
St. Jin's and Greyfriars storics published in that library. Has come
across the papers in a2ll sorts of unexpected places whilst serving
overseas. Is an author hinsclf having about 30 popular novels to his
credit, 2lso vrites as "Senforth',

Have you ordered your Next Year's coples of The
Collector's Digest yet ?
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FORD. Derck = 42 West Dond S5t., lMacclesfield.

An enthulastic Sexton Blake collecctor. Tossecss about 100 issues
of the 1d "Union Jack", a volume of the £d issues containing one Dlake
story, a nearly corplete set of "Detective decklies", a good collection
of the 1lst and 2nd serics of the "Sexton Dlake Library" and all the
third serics.

GANDER,Willian H. - P.0, Dox 60 Transcona, Manitoba, Canada.

This little Canadian town of Transcone houscs a zrand collection
for Mr. Gander 4s the fortunate owner of, anong others, a complete set
of "Magnets" with the exception of 49 and he has rcad every onc of them!
Can anyonec help him to get those 4902 In addition he has about half the
"Gers" and nearly all the "Empire Libraries" (hist first love), all the
eighteen lst issucs of "The Greyfriars Herald" and 1-30 of the 2nd,
the 24 series of "The Doy's Friend" corplete, of the 1d series 20 or
more vols; Doys Realm (new series 1 104 and odd copies of many other
papers. Yes, a grand collcction.

GEAL J.W. = 60 Flectwood 2d., Kingston-on-Thanes, Surrcy.

Mr. Geal collecks Miagnets” only and storted in 1942, He now has
over 600 hetween No. 850 ond the end. Just after he starteld he was
offered ovar 200 for Onc Pound = and the offer was genuine! Mr. Geal
is now anxious to get any prior to No.850.

BOCHER John. |
Suffolk.

John is one »f the younger generation so naturally pref'ers the
papers of the not so long ago. IHas practically all the Scxton Dlake
Libraries 3rd scrics and a good nany of the 2nd. Intercsted alse in
"Triunph", "Champion", "Charmpion Library", "Chums", "Thriller" and
"Detec.ive Weekly". Favourite authors arc Gwyn Lvans, Gilbert Chester,
Herbert Macrae, Clifford Gates and . Murdoch Duncan.

GRAINGER, George P. = Alcxandra Rd., Faynters Lane End, Redruth, Copnwall,

Here's a huge and grand collection, enough to make the mouths of the
veterans water. Bome of the main items arc: "Doy's Standard" - three
volunes; "Doy's Leisure Hour" - ten volumes; "Young Folks Budget" (and
Paper) - 42 wolumes; "Doy's Champion Story Paper" (Hendersons) -~ 3 vols;
"Boy's of England" - 17 vols; "Young Men of Great Dritain" - 14 volunes;
"Doy's Comic Journal" - 24 volumes: "Doy's of the Dritish Empire" = 4
vols; "Doys of the Ruapire" - nearly a corplete sct; "doy's Fricnd" -

24 vols (52 per volune): "Doy's Herald (AvPe) = 2 vols; "Union Jack",
"Pluck" and "Marvel" - 2000 copies and later scries. "Detective Weekly" -
complete set: "wild West Library - 160 No's. "Hanson's Dlack Desst e
complete: Hogarth House Complete Tales, 7 short of corplete set.

Aldines, 350 First Ratcs, 3000 O'er Land & Sea: Detective Tales,

30 short of completc set; 200 Invention Library. Tip top - corplete set;
Half Holidays - 24 volwacs. Cheerful Library - 20 volumes; Robin Hood w
complete set. In eddition mumerous Nugrets Library, Doys Magazine, Truc
Dlues, Dullseyes (Aldine) Diaronds, Dritish Doys, cte., cte,

Truly a collection to De envied,
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GALLOWAY. R, = 25 Westbourne Avenue, Gateshead.
Interested in and has a good collection of Captain, Chuns and D.0.Ps.

ARIS. Arthur - Caynton, Llanthos Rd., Penrhyn Day, Llandudno.

R very uniqueé ccllection here for it consists entircly of "comics"
or those serial story papers devoting a number of pages to comics, like
"Phe Dig Dudget". Mr. Harris possesses nearly 2,000 of them from "Comic
Cuts", "Chips", "Worlds Conic" "Comic Home Journal" ctec. of the 90's
onwards.

HARRIS. A;K. = 20 Dattenhall Rd., Worcester.
An ardenv "Gem" collector and his daughter is as keen as he is, In a
corparatively short time has got together sbout two hundred copies.

HALL. Maurice ~ "Woestenholme" 21 GraspercroAverue, Merton Park, London SW.19.

Started ccllecting in 1939 but did not really get going until 19456. He
has now over 1000 assorted papers. Mr. Hall puts the "Magnet" first, followed
by "Gen", "Pluck", "Popular", "Schoolboy's Ovmn Libraries", "Union Jack",
"Monster Library' and "Modern Boy".

HEWITT. H, - 14, Wood View Lane, Gawber, Darnsley,

Has a small Tbut interesting collection of Amalgamated Press and Aldine ?
papers mainly "Magnets",and "Gems" (including o few early ones of the fomer) .
WUnion Jacks", "Nelson Lees" "True Dlues" etc. "

HORSEY. Alfred L. = 60 Salcombe Rd., Walthamstow, London N,17.

For nany years has been well known to collectors and has helpcd them
substantially to build up their collections. He hinself has been concentrating
on the very early "Magnets" and "Gems" of which he has fairly larre collection
and sets more valuc on them than the Crown Jewels in the Tower of London - the
"Magnet" being his favourite. In addition he has many of the carly threepenny
"Doy's Friend" "Firefly" "Sports" and "Fun and Fiction". Libraries, Aldine and
Dretts. Mr. Horsey also colleects o0ld theatrical weeklies such as the "Encore"
"Performer" "Era" and "Stage" etc. and his write-ups on the shows at his local
music-hall the Walthamstow Palate have featured prominently in the "Stage" on
and off for some years-pest,and Qhrought him in contact with sonme of the B.3.C.
stars. In this comnection it may be of imferest ¢o readers of the C.D, to know
that the Editor first met lir. Horsey when he AR o flying trip to York in
1945 and after a very cnjoyable day, chatting and touring the ancient city
and taking a peep inside the stately York Minstcr, they celebrated the happy
neeting by a visit to the York Eupire. Mr. Horsecy is always grateful for any
collectors who can send him rusice=hall programmes from their own Cities and
Tovna.

FOR SAIE: Magnets Gems Schoolboys Own Iibraries, Sexton
Blekes (present series), Holidey Annuals. Stamp for IList,

please. P.Bottomley, 48, Downhills Park Road, Tottenhem,

London, N.17.
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HOLGATE. Alfred = 81, Fairlop Rd., Leytonstone, London.

Started his present collection in an intercsting way. He read the
famous interview with Frank Richards in "Picturec Post" and it gave him a
longing to rencw acquaintance. He began to haunt the second=hand booke
shops, needless to say without success. Then he had an inspiration = he
wrote to Frank Richards. A prorpt reply suggested "Exchange and lMart®.
This put him on the track with the result that he has now not only a nics
little collection of "Gems" and "Magnets" but also "Union Jacks", "Marvels"
"Plucks" and others.

HUDSON. Reginald A. = 5 Throstle Row, Leeds 10.

Is still another of those who renewed acquaintance with the papers of
his boyhood when the revelation about Charles Hamilton was made public. He
puts the "Gem" first of all. Has a fair number of issues of that paper and
the "lagnet". Has a son who is as kecn on the stories as he is himself,
Mr. Hudson once gave a talk entitled "Charles Hamilton" to his works
discussion group and was much gratified by the interest it aroused. A
large proportion of his audience had been readers themselves.

HMPHRTES. K. = 61 Long Hill Rise, Hucknall, Notts.,

One more of the numerous Nelson Lee group. Wonders if Mr, E.S. Brooks
realises how many loyal fans he has. lMr. Humphries is also intcrested in
"Gems" and "Magnets".

HUNTER. J.V.D. Stewart - 4 Lulworth Rd., Mttingham, London.

Now in his late fortics lir. Hunter has always been interested but
started assermbling his present collection only about four years ago, He is
chiefly interested in the devnrisht "bloods" of the early Victorian era,
preferably the adult type as published by Lloyds. Has about 300 volumes
including a cormplete set of Reynolds and nany addnents. Has had one or
two intercesting and unexpected finds. Came across a pile of about seventy
Aldine Dick Turpins in a shop onc day, and in a small country town spotted
the third and last volume of a paper of which he had the other two. Mr.
Hunter writes fiction himself and it hasn't all come back through the
letter box with a dull thudl

JENKINS. Roger M. Calpe., 2 Tovm Hall Rd., Havani, Hants.

Mr. Jenkins favourite, nccdless to say, are the Hamilton Group of
papers, and since 1932 he has succeceded in getting together some 800
"Magnets", 400 "Gems", 350 "Schoolboys Own Libs;. 300 "Populars" and
80 "Greyfriars Heralds".

KIRDY., Bordon J. = 55 Forest St. Dendigo, Victoria, Australia.

Interested in anything ever written by Charles Hemilton particularly
keen on the Cliff House stories. Is also amxious for any information
concerning the artists.

UNION JACKS, DETECTIVE WEEKIIES, SEXTON BIAKE's
Wanted. D. Ford, 42, West Bond Street, Mzoclesfield.

(10)
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LAIDY. Eric R. = 4 Nuncaton Place, Darenham, BsscXe.

Mr. Landy oncc had a fine collection of Aldine Libraries but had to
part corpany with then during the war. He has now started rebuilding and
has succeeded in gettinz together about one hundred and thirty Dick
Turpins and a few Claude Duvals, Spring Hecled Jacks, etec. He also
possesscs that "millions of word" story Harrison's "Dlack Dess".

LAWSON A.W, - 11 River Strect, Clerkenwell, London E.C.l.

Here we have probably the oldest nember of the clan for he places
even Jack, San and Pete amongst the "moderns". His collection is, to say
the least, an impressive one, sccond only to that of Mr. John Medcraft
probably. Here is a selection: Vickers "Doy's Journal® 10 vols: "Doys
Comic Journal" 21 vols: BDoys of England 60 volumes, Boys of the Eapire =
two complete sets; Young lMen of Great Britain - &8 vols: Young Folks Paper
vols: 13 to 435; TYoung Englishnen 6 volumes; Young Driton 4 volunes; Doys
Standard No.l to 116; Doys Leisure Hour 6 volumes; Garfield Doys Journal
2 volumes; Doys Herald (Dicks) 4 volumes; Our Doys Paper = 117 numbers,
Boys world 6 volumes; Doys of the World 2 volumes; Alcdine Half Heliday
7 volumcs; Checrful Library 30 volunes; Our Doys Journal 10 volunies) Londo:
Journal 70 volumes; London Herald - corplete; Fanily Herald 60 volumes.
As I have said "“that's only half of it".

LECKENDY. Herbert - Telephone Exchange, c/o Central Repistry, Northern
Ccrmand, York,

Has been in succession admonished by parents, wife, son and probably
ere long by grandchildren for veing so intercsted in'™hese old papers®.
But he is unrepentant, for, due to his devotion he usually feels he is
invicorated by doses of the Greyfriars elixir of youth. As to his
collection it is continually changing, and groving. Secldor has tine to
read any of it and has only a hazy idea of what he actually possesses.
However at random he can think of Vols. 1 to 6 of the "Doy's Friend"
new scries (his first love) and a few 2d issues. Four vols and odd
copies of the "Boy's Realm", about 100 "Boy's Heralds", two vols "Doy's
Leader", two vols "Dig Dudget", about 100 %d "Union Jacks" “Plucks" "
"Marvels", some Hogarth and Drett romances and cdd copies of obout 50
Victorian journals. A muiber of Aldines, Charpions, lagnets, Gems, Doys
Friend Librarics, Sexton Dlake Libraries, Thrillers, Churs, RBobin Hoods,
Clatide Duvals,.Dick Turpins, True Dlues, Cheerfuls, Half Holiday, in fact
Jack of all papers and master of none. TFloughed a lonely furrow for many
years but now corresponds with about one hundred jolly good fellows in thi
country - and thoroughly enjoys it. Has vorked in a military telephone
exchange for over 30 years, taken nillions of calls, many dramatic, sone
tragpic, quite a number arusing. If he lives to be one hundred, he hopes
to spend the day preparing a number of the "Collectors Digest".

L")

Greyfriars Greetings from: Harry Wharton, Esg., Form Capt.

Here's to us and everyone,
Mey we all enjoy the fun
Of good old Christmas while it's here
tnd friendship through the coming year !

(11)



MACHIN. Herbert = 38 St, Thomas Rd., Moor Park, Preston, Lancs.

Here again we have a fine collection of Hamilton papers, for My,
Machin possesses 60 red covered "Magnets" and No.960 to the end with
only two missing. %d Greyfriars Herald complete and the scarce "Doy's
Friend 34 Library, School and Sport and "Rivals and Chums".

MAIDMENI. Stanley = Twnpath, Gobowen, Oswestry, Salop.

Another unique collection here consisting of stories by Maxwell
Scott only. Mr. Maidment is particularly interested in the detectives
created by that popular author when the "Big Budget" and "Doy's Friend"
were in their hey-day.

MURTAGH, J.R. = 509 Selwood Rd., Hastings, New Zealand.

Far away "down under" there is stored a collecticn which rivals the
great majority in this country. Mr., Murtagh is a grecat admirer of Edwy
Searles Drooks and only requires about 60 numbers of the first series
to complete a set of "Nelson Lee Libraries". He has, in addition, completd
sets of "The Monster Library", "Robin Hood" (A.P), "Detective Library"
and Scoops". Also about 600 "Union Jacks", 350 “Schoolboys Own Libraries"
and a goocd selection of "Thrillers", "Boys Friends", "Doys Realms" etc,
On top of this has a huge quantity of more adult fiction and 1} nillion
cigarette cards.

MARTIN W, - 93 Hillside, Stonebridge, Park, London N.W,10.

Is usually in a position to supply collectors. Specialises in
"Magnets" and "Gems". Is always willing to help with particular numbers
required to complete runs,

MEDCRAFT. John = 64, Woodlands Rd., Ilford, Esgsexs

The mightiest collection of all. We will let it speak for itself.
Range of Collection 1836 to 1916. About 2,500 to 3,000 items the majority
bound coriplete or in yearly, half yearly and quarterly volumes or similar
format.

Barliest books are "Legends of Terror" 1826, "The Tcrrific Register"
1826 - 7, and "The Calendar of Horrors" 1836.

The Edward Lloyd section contains 150 of the 200 or more 1d bloeds
issued by this publisher and inecludes rarities like "“Varney the Vampyre"
"The String of Pearls®, "Three Fingered Jack" and "Pickwick in America".
All of the romances issued by George Purkes are included and the majority
of those by conterporary publishers., wW. Caffyn, J. Dicks, G. Vickers,
WeM, Clark, H. Lea, T. White ctc. Noteworthy exarmles being "Charley
Wag the New Jack Sheppard", "Merry Wives of London" " Nightshade"
"Colonel Jack the Highwayman" and "Tyburn Tree". All G.W,M. Reynolds
romances amd the early works of Pierce Egan the younger. From 1860=70
the Newsagents Pub: Co and Temple Pub. Co. issued many lurid romances
which really did deserve the name of penny dreadfuls and the najority
of these are present including "Wild Boys of London" "Dare Devil Dick"
"The Shadowless Rider" "Starlipght Nell" "Moonlight Jack" and "The Dance

WANTED: Aldine Turpins, Duvals, Robin Hoods, ete., -
Lendy, 4, Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essex.

(12)
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of Death". Alsoc "Dlack Bess" or "The Knight of the Road" the longest
Qonance in the English language, "The Black Hishwayman" "Dlueskin
"Gentlenan Clifford" "Jessie the Mormon's Daughter" and others
published by E. Harriscn. The whole of the enorrious output of Edwin

J. Brett comprising all the ronmances and complete sets of "Boys of
England" 66 vols., "Young Men of Great Dritain" 44 vols, "Boy's Comic
Journal" 31 vols, "Doys of the Empire" 1l vols, and all other Journals
excepting "Jack Harkaway's Journal for Doys" and "RQovers of the Sea'.

All the Hogarth House (Ermett) completc romances and long runs of the
rare Journals including "Sons of Britannia" "Young Dritain" "Young
Englishmen" and "Young Gentlemen of Britain". All the Allingham (Ralph
Rollinzton) journals complete = "Doy's worls 9 vols. "Our Doys Peper, 3
vels, and "New Boys Paper " 74 no's. A nearly complete run of Fox's
"Doy's Standard" both series also "Boys Leisure Hour" 10 vols, "Doys
Champion Journal" and "Doys Half Holiday" plus most of the complete
romances including YSweeney Todd, "Spring Heeled Jack" M™urmpike Dick™ ™
"Cartouche" "Droad Arrow Jack" "School on the Sea" and %Poor Boys of
London". All the rare short lived journals of Dacre Clarke (Guy Rayner)
excluding only "Youns Britamia'. Henderson's Young Folks Dudget™ 49
vols, complete, the majority in fine original publishers cloth. "“Ally
Slo;er's Half Holiday" wvols 1 to 13 inc., originally the property of .and
signed by, Gilbert Dalziel. A complete file of "Ching-Ching's Own" all
series and all of E. Harcourt BDuprage's stories that were published

in book form. The Modern scction 1895 to 1916 includes Henderson's
"Nugpgets" 724 nos., "Varitics" "The Ger Land" and "Boys Champion Story
Paper" all complete files. "iild West Lib: 204 nos. (mimus 9 Nos.)
"Nuggets Library" first 150 nos fminus 5 nos) "Rob Roy" and "Lion Library'
both complete. "Lot o' Fun" a 6 years run. The Aldine section includes
"Invention Library" (Frank Reade) 276 nos. "Robin Hood" 88 nos. "Dick
Turpin" 182 nos, "Claude Duval complete sets, "Truc Dluc 2838 nos, the
large coloured cover series complete, "O'er Land and Sea" first 280 nos,
"Boys First Rate Pocket Library" first 340 nos, Long runs of "Detective
Tales" and "Tip Top Tales". All original 1lst scries. The Harmsworth
(later Amalgamated Press) series includes "Doyds Friend" halfpenny series
corplete and first 16 yearly vols of ncw series. "Boys Realm" 14 vols.
"Doy's Herald 8 vols both 1st series and corplete, "Zd Marvel" complete
and first 340 ncs of new series. "Pluck" 1d series Nos. 1 to 210 inc.
and "Union Jack" 1d scries Nos. 1 to 360 inc. The majority of the 1st
three items are in half yearly volumes from the original editorial files.
"Gem" 1d series and Nos. 1 to 1000 inc of nain series. "Magnet" Nos. 1 to
850 inc. "Dig Budget" 24 vols complete, "Doys Leader" 4 vols complete,
"Jester first four years, "Chips", nearly a corplete run for years 1896
to 1908 incl., "Puck" first 10 years. Addenda "Boy's Friend 34 Library"
first 160 nos. Henderson's "Young Folks?! Tales" the first 120 nos.

Mr. Mederaft necds "Loteo'=Funs" Nos. 1 to 100 inc, badly, or any.

I"oGREEVY. D. = 17 Edwards St., Lurgan, Co. Armagh, N. Ireland,

Interested in "lMagnets" and "Schoolboy's Own" and has been collecting

sincc 1941,

FPellow Greyfriars Enthugiasts! Will you please loan
me some Magnets or S.0.L's. Payment offered. Few Magnets

for Exchange. W.E.Edwords, Ivvdene, Solid Lene, Doddinghurst

5\

Brentwood, Essex. (13)
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McP’HERSON., E. 80, Benedict St., Glastonbury, Som.
Enthuiastically intcrcsted in "Gems" and Mapgnets" and anything from
Charles Hamilton's pen. Has put together a good collection.

MULHALL Patrick - Castlcconer, Co. Kildare, Eire.
Collector and real authority on the real Victorian bloods. Some time
ago disposed of a quantity vhich were greatly welcomed by thc veterans.

NEATE W.H. - "Wenlook", Hirh St., Durnham, Ducks.
Member of the Hamilton group. Is often in a position to supply other
collectors with "Magncts", "Gens" "“Union Jacks", and various other papcrsd

FEITINGELL. Frank - Highfiecld Lodge, Wise Lanc, London N.W.7.

A grond collection here for the old timecrs to browse over and envy.
Mr. Pettingell is, of course, the well known west End actor of "Arsenic
and 01ld Lace" and "Fifty Fifty" fame. Has appearcd in nurmcrous films and
you have often heard his voice on the radio. He has been a collector for
many years. Herc's his list:- ALDINS. Commpletc sets of "Dick Turpin",
"Claude Duval', "Jack Shepnard" and "Spring Heeled Jack". No's 1 to 4 and
6 to 8 of "Red Rover". 13 volunes of "True Dlue". 10 volumes of "Doy's
Own Library", 84 nurbers of "Robin Hood" and 18 muibers of "Dlack Dess¥,
Many odd "Duvals", "True Dlues", "Spring Hecled Jacks", Turpins',"Diamond
Libraries" and "Chcerfuls". ALLGALTED PRESS. Veolunics 1 to 4 of "The
Boy's Realm". Volwiacs 1 to 9 of "The Boy's Herald". No's 261 to 308 of
"The Boy's Friend" (halfoenny). No's 1 to 6 of "The Joy's Fricnd" (penny
scries). 300 halfpenny "Union Jacks". 50 Union Jacks" (penny scrieslg. 40
halfpenny "Marvels" and 146 penny "Marvels". 106 halfpemny and 89 penny

"Plucks". CHUMS. Volunmes fourteen. The Doy's Comnic Journal = 7 volungs

"Doy's of the Mpire" - 3 volumes. Many Skelt's Dranas (Juvenilc theatre).
One volume of "Comic Cuts". No's 1 to 101 of "The Doy's Leader". (five
niesing). Tw volunes of "The Dig Budget". "The Doy's Charpion'complete.

Two volumes of "MNupgets". Sceven muibers of "Rob Roy Library". Nos. 1 to 11

of the "Pocket Dudget Lib:", Many voluncs of the following "Doy's of the
Hapire", "Doy's of BEngland", "The Captain" and "The Doy's Ovm Paper®,

FRIME. Dernard - 43, Mayficld Rd., Sanderstcad, Surrcy.

Still cne more who started rc-collecting recently. Has now about 60
MMagnets" (including a fow early ones) and a fow "Gens". He likes tho
"NMagnet" hest.

READ E.C., = 2 Grove Rd., Chatham, Kent.
One morc loyal riember of the Hamilton Group. Has a féne collection
of "Magnets" and "Gems" but anxious for morc.

RODYNS. 41 Triar Rd., Drizhton 6.
Delongs to the Hemilton zroup, but as he only started re-collecting
recently, has only a amall collection of "ilagnets".

WANTED: Magnets between 1925-29. Good Condition essentiel.
Pleage state price. John V.Gocher, Junr., Victoria Cottege,
Constitution H11ll, Sudbury, Suffolk.

(14)
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OSNORN. Frank - 2%, Harper Strect, Dedford.

B Has a finc collcction whnich will bec of particular interest to older
nieribers as will be scen from the following exarples: 22 volumes of "Chums
including the first. 17 volumes of'the "Doy's Own Daper" including the
first. 900 "Gens", 397 "Schoolboy!s Own Librarics". 200 "Doy's Friend
Libraries" {3d series). 40 "Soy's Ovm Librarics' (Aldine). 4 "Plucks"
containing the first "St. Jin's" stories. Harrison's "Dlack Dess"
corplete.

PARKS Joseph = 2 Irvin Avenuc, Saltburn-by=Sca (Yorks)

| Though not of great proportions lr. Parks collcction contains some
ruch prized items including anong the Aldines, a corplete set of Claude
Duvals, Nos. 1 to 12 of the "Invention Library" and a nice lot of "True
Slues" and "Doy's Own Librarics". He has a murber of volumecs of "Doys of
Bngland" and "oys of the Erpirce" and a goodly nuriber of popular Hogarths{
He is lucky enough to havc the cpportunity to read, when he has time,
acveral of the carly volumes of "Doy's Fricndg", "loy's Realms", "Doy's
Heralds" "rlucks" ete and, of coursc, he has camlete sets of his own
"Vanity Fair" and "Colloctors ifiscellany" invaluablce to collectors of
the real "bloods",

r'ICK., Robert - 3 Stonegate, Grove, Leeds 7.
At prescnt has only a asinll collection of "Gens" and "Magnets" but
has been a great adnirer of the two papers for .any years.

£UCKRIN, Henry 4. = 12 Osborne Rd., Middlesbrough.

Does not actually collect these days but is greatly interested in
the hobby. Started reading the papers about 1912 and has an amazingly vivid
recollection of thom. Can vrite articles particularly about the A.1'. papers.
vurely from nenory and with hardly a single error.

PUOKRIN. Thomas We. = 16 Willows Rd., Middlesbrough,

Drother to the above. They might be twins for he has the same
extraordinary acnoxy and rites also with the sane precision. His
favourites arc the Aldines Robin Hoods original cdition.

RICKARD. Cedric F.F. = Room 5§, Durrard Dry Dock Co. Ltd., North Vancouver
D.C. Canada.

Backs up the "Gen" throuszh thick and thin. Has written seferal articles
singing its praisces, rYosscsses nearly 200 blue covered ones and 450 others -
650 in all., Also chout 100 "Magnets" First mumber of the "Gen" he bought as
A boy vias No. 499, Is a great adnirer of Warwick Reynolds Junior, artist
associated with the "Goa" during the first iforld war. John L. Pentclow
(Jack North) wvas a writer for whonm Mr. Rickerd has o lot of affection.

WANTED: Early Magnets. Gems, Pluck; would buy or ex-
chenge; 5s5.0d each offered for Pluck containing St.Jim's
stories, eand Gems Nos.1lh and 22, John R.Shaw, 4 Brunswiok,
Park, London, S.E.S5.
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SHAW. John R. = 4 Drunswick Dark, Camberwell, London S.E.5.

Mr, Shaw has only becen collceting since Noverber 1942 yet possesses
alrost a corplete set of "Gems" and "Masnets", all the "Holiday Annuals",
all the Rookwood "Schoolboy's Own Libs:", over 100 "Greyfriars Heralds"
and nunierous other papcrs. He puts the "Gen" first, "Magnet" sccond
fellowed by "Holidays Annuals" then any other papers containing storics
by Oharles Hamilton. "Pluck", "Chuckles", "Greyfriars Herald", "Doy's
Fricnd Librarics" ctc.

SHECHERD. James -~ 3 Priory rlace, Nether Edae, Sheffield 7,

Has quite a nige collection of "Gens" and “llagnets". "Gems" - 90
copies between 1009 and 1918 and a few later oncs. In addition 75
"Schoolboy!s Own Libraries" carly issucs, and a few "Marvels", "Union
Jacks", "Doy's Friend Librarics" and "Holiday Annuals". All these since
starting to rc=collect ahout three years ago. Once bought 180 "Gens" and
"Megnets" for +d each, but ncedless to say that wasn't yesterday.

SUDBOROUGH. Roy. W, = 27 IMilton St., Highom Ferrars, Northants.

A4 staunch "Magnetite!. Considers the characters therein far superior
to those in "Gem". Has wwritten a Greyfriars yarn and submitted to A.Z.
It vas hizghly cormended but the fim did not hold out any hope of any
revival or new publication at present. Is now trying his hand at a
Sextoh Blake yarn. Possesses 546 llagnets hetween 10245 and 1683, 23
S.0.L's and about a dozen S.B.L's. He is 29 yecars of age.

SMITH Y. - The Stores, Muiby, Nr. Alford, Iincs.

Has becn a cnllector a great many years, and has o splendid collection

of Aldines A.r., Henderson and other papers of the carly years of the
century.

SIONE. Leon - Elgin St., Gordon, N,S.W., Australia.

One of the staunchest of all Mxr. Hamiltons supporters. Some years
ago took a prominent part in a controversy which razed in an Australian
Journal concerning the identity of Frank Richerds. Has also a wonderful
collection of amatecur papers. Takes a great interest in cricket = has a
fine library of books on the gonc,

JLOWE. Dennis E. = 695 Aucsted Rd., Dirrdncham 22.
Keenly intercsted and has a zood collection of the stories., Is
greatly interested in the various authors.

SYEES A.L. -~ Cotan Lance, Tarmorth, Staffs.

A devoted of the older papers, particularly the Dig Dudget and Doy's
Friend. Is anxious to odbtain certain £d mwbers of the latter. Interested
in the stories by Henry Farnaer.

WANTED: Magnets 1 - 800 and various ninmbers to 1,400. Lists
gladly sent. Also Gems containing “wrly Greyfriers yarns.
J. W, Geel, 60, Fleetwood Road, KXingston, Surrey.

(16)
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SDMI'SON. Clive - "Nidd Ville", 36 Doroughbridge Rd., Knaresborough, Yorks,
' Startcd tTo re-collcet in 1941 and with considerable success as will bef
scen. Nelson Lee Librarics, 283 of the small scrics including No's 1 to 8, |
lot new scries all excopt No. i, 2, 3, 6, 7, 11, 47, &8, 74, 120, 123.
2nd scriecs, all except MNo,156. Third series, all cxcecpt No's 6 and 7.
Total: 653 . Monster Libs: 10 nunber, "Union Jacks“ 400, Sexton DBlake
Library 90, "lMagnets" 300, "Gens" 250, "Thrillers, nearly 500, "Holiday
Annuals" 7, Iliscellaneous papers 100, nany duplicates for exchange. Mr.
Sirmson is a staunch Leecite and puts the "Nelson Lee Library" ahead of J
nll others.

SOTH HoAs = 13 New Rd., Scole Diss, Norfolk,

Has Just started re-collecting Nelson Lecs and has so far about 120
f the first series. wWould he pleased to reccive offers and any of the three
1nrge scrics. He also deals in postage starps.

SINCLAIR. Tom = 9 Dranston Terrace, Leeds 10.
- About four years ago saw a story of the sceveral identities of Charled
Humilton in a Leeds paper. Wrote a letter to the editor paying tribute.
as a consequence the writgrof these notes got in touch with him with
hnapmy results for hoths Mr, Sinclair still renembers the thrill he got
vhen he opened a poacket one breakfast time an? found a "Magnet", the
first he had scen for yecars. Has now a modest collection of hoth "Magnets'
e "Gems". He has a prefercnce for the formicr.

BNELL. Frank - "Rathgar", 6 Chingswell St., Dideford, Devon.

Like nany others MMr. Snell zot the urgc to rc-collect when the news
Wout lr. Hamiltonsseveral identitics was revealed. Actually started reading
the storics about 1912, He puts the "lagnot" first of all and has o zoodly,
nrer of these. Also has 16 volumes of "Gens", 997 to 1663 abound vwith
the covers in blue cloth. These he would exchange for a sinilar number of
"Moonets". Hod nany more "Gens" which he lost in an unfortunatc deal
(sec C.D. No.3a). In addition has a few "Schoolboy's Own Libraries"
and "Nelson Lee Libraries'.

STEFLE. Henry ~ 204 High St.,.Wealdstone, Harrow, lildlesex.
A real anthority on the Victorian "bloods", especcially thosc publ:.shed

by Charles Fox. 411 the veterans and many of the younger collectors have becn

cntertained by his reminiscences. Only collects the papers he knew in his
youth, conscquently his collection is a modest onc. It includes "Doys of
the BEpire", volune 1, 2 and 3. Doy's Standard", two volumes. 1% volumes
nf "Doy's Comic Journal", two vols. "Zloy's Charpion", one volu:ua of
"Bvery Doy'!'s Favourite" (Fox) s two vols: of "Doys of Zngland", incorplcte
copics of "Dlack Dess" and "Dlucskin", eig hteen nuwibers of "Aldine Jack
Shuppard". Has been interested in a collection since 1915.

Top Prices Paid for Blue-covered Gems and Red-covered
Megnets. Have some for exchange. Good condition preferred.
T.Satchell, 84, Ankerdine Crescent, Shooters Hill, Woolwigh,
London, S.E.18.
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THOMZ'SON. Gordon = 85 Decrpark Rd., Delfast |
~ "Magznets™ a completce sun cor Mo. 1200 to the end and numerous

earlier papers.

THOIL'SON «,Hs - 114 Handlcy Rd., New hittington, Chesterficld.

There is an interesting circumstance concerning Mr, Thompson. He
is an adnircr of the Heanilton stories, nothing unusual in that of
course, hbut he puts those of Rookwood before even thosc of Greyfriars
and St. Jin's. He is now 39 ycars of age and has had a mania for
collecting, as he puts it, cre since he can remerber. He has had to E
padt corpany with thosc he collected in his carly days, but starting
again about 15 ycars ago hns succeeded in getting teozether quite an
impressive asscrtrnent. These include over 100 "Doy's Friends" (Rookwood
period), 150 "Doy's Cincnas" (No.187 specially wanted), 100 Aldines 24
and 4d "Duffalo Dills" 10 Holidey Annuals, 23 vols "Chuns", 8 wvols D.0.T7. )
3 vols Scout azm~", 4L vols YCrathin o 100 Ropular-ieéklies, B2r¥e0, |
Libraries:also - mmizrous bor's by Hoary, A .Ghed cax,.Stables, .Strang,
etec. Ir. - Theppson is an avcist of no little merit, though he only treats
it as a hobby.

VOSrER, Leslie = 13 Kinlet nd., Shooters Hill, S.I.18.

An ardent Nelson Lec fan. His riost breasured possession is "The
Schoolboy Magician series Nos. 543 to 540, bound in brown morocco leather.
Has also several other bound scries. In adlition has "Holiday Annuals"
from 1920 to 1928. The first vol: of Mr. W. Gander's Btory Daper Collectior

WHITER. Robert - 706 Lordship Lanc, Wood Lanc, London.
Is the fortunate ovmer of about 700 Miagnets™ (including the first
and the last)hal and a sinilar nurber of "Gens"

WHORWELL. Richard - 29 Aspinden Rd., Rotherhithe, London S.H.16.

Has Teen a collector for nany years. Intcrosted mainly in early A T,
papers, cspecially "Magnets", "Gens" and Boy's Friend Libraries". Also
keen on the Wictorian "bloods". Is often able to help other collectors.

WALKER. Peter A. -~ Chelsca House, Wick, Dristol.
Is one more of the "Gen" = "Magnet" group. Once he possessed the
first 500 of ecach but at present has about 100 prior to 1918.

WAINE. Granville T. ~ 3 Croft Lanc, Hollins, Whitcfield, Lancashiro.

Concentrates mainly on papers issued in the first few years after thd
First Great War, his purple period. Has about 400 copics of "Nelson Lees"
lst series, 150 Charpions, 100 "Plucks" 130 "Union Jacks", 100 "Young
DBritains", 50 "Doy's Friend Libs:", 100 "Marvcls", 18 volumes of "The
Holiday Anmual". Also a large nuriber of "Praric Librarics", "Robin
Hoods" (4.P), Nugzet Weekly, Pioncer, Detective Libs:, etc. cte. Has
also cvery story written by Charles Hamilton since 1945, under his
several pen narcs.

WANTED: Megnets between 1,000 - 1,200, 1ls,0d each. Also
St.Franks, Boys' Priend Iibraries, Kinemo XKomics, IFilm Fans,|,
1920-1924. G. Thompson, 85, Deerpaork Road, Belfagt.
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wsJLON G. Neville - "Holrmood", Short Heath, Comberton,Rd., Kiddexminster.

1. weston's collection is rather unique for he is interested only i
stories and articles with a Doxing interest and is alveys plcased to hear
fron enyone with stories to offer by Arthur S. Hardy, Malcoln Arnold,
Trevor Wignall, Andrew Scutar, Androw Groy, C.C. Dartlott, ctec. otes °

WARBING . Robert J. = 65 Winborne R, Pallings Park, Wolverhampton,

Hed at ono time a larre collcction, Including alrost eve ng
vritten Dy Z.8. Drooks. At Trescnt has © voluries "Chums", 7 volunos
B.0.P., 50 early "Chumions", 40 "Schoolboy's Ovms", 25 Doy's Friond
Librarics and 20 stories by Hylton Cloaver. Is apeclally intorcsted in
"The Oharpion',

WHEN IT'S YUIETIIE IN BAKER STREET

4 glimpse into the past consisting of excerpte fronm
pome of those " n Evans Christmesses'" referred to in this
month's "Round Table".

"Christmag ig coming", said Tinker, Mr,Sexton Blake's
astutc young assistant as he neotly deceptiated his seoond
breekfast egg.

A grunt emerged from behind the columinous peges of
the "Times" on the other side of the toble; thet, and the
emergence of & lean, sinewy hand groping nbsently for the
tea-cup, were the only indicotion of Mr.Sexton Blrke's presw
enoe in the dining room.

"Christmas is coming -~ good egg!" repented Tinker, with
en infectious chuckle.

The pages of the newspaper were lowered &nd the detedt-
ive gezoed solemmly at the 1lnd.

"Your glimpses into the obvious are most refreshing,
my dear Tinker. Am I to presume that the latter part.of your
pentence refers slangily to the approach of the festive
gceagson, or ig merely an appreciation 8f the celcareous $vum
you are sampling?"

"Eh, whet's that, guv'nor?" gasped the startled Tinker.
"I don't quite get the hang of the leost bit."

Blake's shrewd eyes twinkled.

"My dear chep, that is about the twentieth time in the
lest few days you h&ive ennounced the imminent arrival of
Christmas. It is apt to become monotonous. Are you practis-
ing & voriant of Coucism - hoping to hurry the advent of

Continudd on Prige 35 . .
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100 MeALS ‘%F jan;éséf Weeklics

by Herbert Leckenby.

Although this list of boys wecklices 4s of considerable length
it 1s not clainied that it is a corplete record of those published
over a century of years. To complet e such a record iwould be well
nigh an impossibility, for after all there were more failures than
successes and it is not casy to find data of some obscure wventure
vhich ran‘for a few short weeks, say in the far off'70s'. Curiously
enough though, it has been Just as difficult to get details of some
which ran at a much later period, and I have an idea that some are
missing which apoeared on the bookstalls for a short time betvreen the
two world wars. For the fact that the pre-1914 period is as complete
as it is thanks arcec due to Mr. John Medcraft, who checked the figurcs
and also supplied me with details of several additional papers.
The late Mr. Prank Wearing also gave rie much invaluable help.

Examining the carcers of these two hundred odd Jjournals,one is
struck by the fact that running a paper for boys was a hazardous
sort of Job, for onc finds that something 1like a third ran less
than a year, thirty or so of them actually less than siz months. Of
the publishers who had this unhappy cexperience, none could beat the
record of Guy Rayner (S. Dacre Clark). If ever there was a lcader
of lost causes it was he. His papers fell like ninepins and we
st sey he was asking for trouble when he started one with the
title "Dad Doy's Paper". It lasted 21 weeks. His biggest success
in length of run seems to have heen "The Doys Jubilec Journal" which
reached No.G6l.

On the other hand there were some 30 papers which ran over ten
years, about a dozen of them passing the 1000 mnrk.

Looking over the papers of the Victorian era one cannot help
being struck hy the patriotic touch about the titles; "Doys of...
England", "Young men of Great Britain", "Young Dritammia", "Young
Bnglishman", "Sons of 0ld England" for example. Alfrcd Harmsworth,
had the reputation, and rightly, of being a grecat patriot, but when
the fim bearing his name became a power in the land therc was little
attempt of appealing to the youthful reader in this way, the "Union
Jack" only having any suggestion of flagewaving in its title, and
much later on "Young Britain".

During the period under review, there were, of course, nn=-
erous other publications for boys, the penny and halfpenny romances
published by Lloyds, The Newsagents Publishing Co., E.J. Drett, How
garth House and others, the real honest-to~goodness "bloods". Again
the "Libraries" published usually four at a time at intcrvals notdbly
the Aldines and later the long lived "Doy's Friend" and "Sexton Dloke!
Libraries, the latter still with us of course. Thirdly the "comics".
All these, however, came in differcnt categories, each worthy of be-
ing put on record separately.
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'itle

Y uth's Miscellany
ntle)
« £ Girls I'enny Mag.
+a t'enny Novelist
“ham (Monthly)
vy Man's Monthly
'n Ovn Magazine
t's Ovn Journal
Ju & Girls Cormpanion
 »nion for Youth
wth's Instructor
r» Ovn Times
‘stons Mag for Doys
nthly)
roty Doys Magazine
1 Penny Magazine
/1 Miscellany
1 Journal (Monthly)
77 Friend (Monthly)
71 Companion & Sritish
weller
/4 Ovm Reader
/v of England

nz Englishmans Journal

Fron
1. 2.133%2

11.9.1832
1843

30, 4.1002
2¢5.1853
-.1.1385
14.6.1856
4. 441857
-.10.18858
=, 1853
-.1.1859.
~.11.1359

-+ 2.1862
e 111862
7341363,
1.1863
Gs 1064

15,5,1365

2.1.13866
27.11.1066
13, 4.1867

ang len of Great Dritain 25.1.1063
nng Gentlemen of Dritain 24,10.1360

ys Dook of Romance
ung Driton
ys of the World
v ntlemans Journal &
aths Miscellany.

M Home & Abroad

|

¢

3
&

tns of Dritannia
tns of Albion

ys Favourite
ys of Dritain
nng Folks

ys of Dritain

¢ vers of the Sea

+ vers Log

ung Englishmen
ys of England
¢ =issue)

204 %, 13608
18.9.1369
21.9.1869
1.11.1869

23.2.1870

14.3.1370
224541870

11.11.1870

22,11, ™
12.1,1871

1871
11.3.1872
11. 3.1872
19, 4. 1873
204 4. 1874

To

1.7.1323

Apl11853

1374
1,1.1857
9.,1853
12.1861
1859
12.1359
-+ 2.1863

-.9.18808
- = 1066
30.7.,1864
"--01871
8.10867
23412,1065

5. 6.1866

Total Publishers

17

319

—

74

30
33

23

' 8504 6.1899 1702

9.3.1870

154

17.6,1889 11X7

16.4.1370

78
24

20,10,1877 £33
16.11.1870 62

12,9,1872

150

21.12.13870 4%
(last Knovn ren longer)
15.7.1877 394
19.12.13Y0 31
(Last knovm ran longer)

15.9.1871 41
approx 45
13.10.1396 1353
approx 20
1373, 72
12.4.1873 59
6.9.1870 336
14.4,1335 574
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Sherwood Jones & Co.,
W. Hovrden

Adey & Co.
Sarppson Low & Co.
Deeton

1
Housston & Wright
W. Kent & Co.

Harrison

notledge
Deeton

E. Harrison
Vickers

H. Lea
Newsagent's Publishing
Co.

d.o.

Drett
Irmett
Brett
W Frmett
Chas. Stevens.
W.R. Ermett

E. J. Brett
Harrison

Eede
W. R

E.J.

H. Lea

Wile & Go Ermett
W. Willianms

E.J. DBrett

W. Williams

J. Henderson

Ritchie

E.J. Drett

Welie & G. Ermett
dol

H.J. Drett.

See Not



Lads of the Village

Youngz Man of Great Dritain
(re < issuo)

Joys

Doys Standard Elst seriesg
Doys Standard (2nd scries
Our DBoys Journal

Doys Herald

Charpion Journal for Doys
Doys Halfpenny Journal
Doys Sunday Reader

Doys Wweckly Review

Doys Ovm LYapcr

Doys Library

Doys Favourite

Doys World

Union Jack

Our Boys Taper

Doys Newspaper

Boys Illustrious News
Doys Leader (%d)

Doys of the Dritish
Empire

Youngz Englishman

Doys of London & New York
Doys Comic Journal

Doys Own Journal

Sons of 014 England
Every Doys Journal

Every Doys Paper

British Doys

Boys Leisure Hour

Domnie Doys of Dritain.
Young Britannia

Boys Champion Paper
Conrades

New Boys Paper

Doys Half Holiday

Boys Novelist

Doys & Girls

Boys Jubilee Journal
Boys of the United Kingdom
Boys of the Empire
Dritish Doys Iaper

Doys Popular Weekly
Young Dritains Journal
Ching Chings Own

Doys Guide, Phil. & Friend
Boys Champion Journal
Dad Doys Paper

Boyhood

Doys Graphic

Doys of the Isles

16.7.2.074
4,12.1874

.'1-1- JlB?S
6.11.1075
14.5. 1301
30.5. 1376
€.1. 1877
22.9. 1077
19.10,18708
8.1, 187
ending at
18,1, 1879
28.2, 1879
24.5, 1379

12. 4. 1879.

1. 1. 1333
13.11.13C0
15.9,1300
Ge4.1CCL
1301
0. 5.1302

21.7.1582
7113562
17.5.18383
17.5.1833
26.8.1383
12.4.,1304
14.6,1804%
1083
254341084
15,1071584
11.9.1385
26.9.1885
18,9.1886
2.10,1336
30, 4. 1887
13,1.1887
3047, 1387
16. 4+ L8387
26. 4. 188
6421888
343.13308
21.4.1888
16.6.13888
23.6.1803
2710, 1860
1.4.1339
5410.1839
29.3.1890
8.5.1890
22,1.1G8

17,44 1575
30.1.1003

53,1875
7.5.1001
13.6.1892
12.18C2
30.11.1878
24.7.1330
27.9,1379

title changed at

21.3.10083

still in progress

5. 1879

27.12.1306
25.9,1383
31.1.1383
26.7.1382
Ce 641802
1082
29.4.1084¢

8.9.1803
30.12,1899
Oe4.1808

do.
1334
74641334
16,8.1384

21.11.1351
114 % 188
7.0.1306
11.9.1886

94441887

25.2.1388

18, 7.1887

19,11.10837
0, 6411138
21.4.1888
22¢5.1893
19.,10.1839
19.1,1339
44 5,1889
17,6.1893
21, 3.1839
28.12.18901
1.3.18980
21.6.1890
20. 201391
26.9.1839
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40  Hogarth fiduse ™
430 B.J. Drott

10 Wardlgck & Tyler!
260 Chas Fox |
580 do.

330 E.J. Drett
100 Dick
147 Ritchie

50 J. Dicks

53 %o

216 E J. Drett
nonthly Religious Trusf
12 E.J. DBrett

10 Ritchie

404 Ralph Rollington
191 i
117 do.

08 Cassells

61 "

52 H. W, Jackson
104 E.J.Drett

59 G.Ermett Jun.
335 H. Walackson

7687 E.J.Brett

30 G.Ermett June

26 n

9 E.Maurice

10 ]

26 G.Ermett Jurk
379 Chas Fox.

26 Guy Raynop

50 "

51 f

50 (]

74 Re Rollington

12 Chas Fox

i Guy Raynoxr

61 L]

22 "
onT E.J.Drett

36 Aldine to 45

&L Guy Raymor

4_7 ]
261 E.H.Durraga

19 B, J.DBrett
144 Chas Fox

21 Guy Raynor

15 "

52 1

56 "



Nujzice ts

-Aldine Half Holiday
-Chums

Every Doys Favourite
Journal

Doys

Doys ‘eekly Novelties
Conrades

Jack Harkaways
Journal for Doys
Bits for Doys

The Frince

Drave & True

JMarvel Eiz-d)
Marvel (new serics)
Varieties
“Union Jack E%d)
‘Union Jack (new series)
Cheerful Els‘h series)
Cheerful (lhin serics)
Lads & Lassies
Halfpenny Surhrise
FPluck E%d)
Fluck (new series)
Garfield Boys Journal
.Doys Friend E%d)
Boys Friend (new series)
The Garland

Pals

Boys of the Nation

iDoys Leader

fa Standard Journal
Dritish Doys

Boys Story Teller

-Big Dudget

Boys Welcomne

Cur Doys

School & Playground
True Blue (3d)

Dullseye (%d)

Boys Stories

Comrades (2)

Boys Monthly Weckly

Up to Date Boys

-Irue Dlue

Doys of the Empire

Doys of our Erpire

-Boys Charpion Story.
Paper

-Boys Realn

Best Dudget.

75,1002
6.9.1892
14,9.1892
17.1.1892

15.10.1392
26,6,1392
1%.7.,1093
24. . 13893

24.6,1393
16.9.1893
7.10.,1593
15.11.1893
30.1.1004%
12,5.1394
27, 41094
17,10.1903
17,2.139%
7. 8. 1895

6e 30 1894
2.11.189%
24.11.1394%
5.11.1904
2649.1394
29.1,1895
15.6,1901
1.8,1096
7,10, 1395
5941395
11,9.1805
13, 3.,1896
12.12.1096
4, 541897
19,6,1397
21.7.1897
21.7.13897
12,1,1398
15.1.1890
20. 2. 1890
27.5.1398
16.,2.,13898
21l.2,1399
304 641899
9, 2,1900
20.10, 1900
27.10.1900
16.12.1900

14.6.1002
15, 3.1902

10. 3.1906
6.1.1910

10,1802

135.10.1394
14.9.1895

1.10.1895
22.8. 1093

0.9.1893
25.11.1395
30, 641394
25.1. 1904
224441922
25, 7.,1096
10.10,1903
13.2,1933
51.7.,1095
5.1811
11.10.1894
12.9.1906
29.10.1904
18.3.1916
316 7.1305
8. 6.1901
31.12,1927
26, 7.1900
6.1396
25.11.1895
14.2.1900
20.10,1897
3.12.1898
8.6.1097
20, 5.1909

16.7.1900
11.12,1809
25.1.1899
20. 2.1899
1.1.1900
28.6.1901
30.5.,1906
15941906
10,1903
25, 441903

20. 3.1916
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72%
904

104
169
142

16

12
11

535
9562
116
437
1531
76
049
20
Gl4
918
594

332

1385
209
31
13

229
ats

104

611

135

/A
2 4

52
45
104
330
311

153
120

TRl

James Henderson
Aldines
Cassells

Sarpson Low
Chas Faxa

Chas. Shrxcy
B.J. Brett

Dest for Boys Co.

doe
Amnl.Press

1] 1"
Jarnics Henderson
Anal. Press
Anal. Preas
Aldines
"

E J«. Brett
" 1

Aal. Press
" L]

Aldines

Anal Press

James Henderson
Chas Shungy
Chas Fox

H.W. Jackson
Chas Fox
Nevmnes

W.M. Stevens
Pearsons
Aldines

Chas Fox
Aldincs
"

F.H. Roberts
Chas Shurgy
f L1

E.dJ. Brett
Aldines

B.J. Drett
Mclrose

James Henderson

dnal. Press

11

12
13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20



Doys Coloured Pictorial

Doys Graphic

~Doys Herald

-Joys Leader

Doys Peep Show

Boys World

New Doys World

New Boys Paper

Soys of England

Ddys Star

Fred Leslies Journal

Vanguard (%d)

Gen E%d)

Gen (New series)

Boys Life

Magnet

Scout

Boys Realm Football

& Sports Lib:

Erpire Library.

Boys Best Story Paper

Fun -& Fiction

Cheer Doys Cheer

Dreadnought

Penny Popular

The Wonder

Doys Journal

Greyfriars Herzald

(1st series)

Firefly

Nelson Lee Library

Doys Realn(2nd Large
series)

Doys Realm (small ser, )

Robin Hood Library
rrairie Library
Cheerio
Detective Library
Young Dritain
1lst Series
2nd Series
Boys Cinena
Greyfriars Herald
(2nd Series)
Penny Popular (2nd
series)
Sports for Doys
Nugget Weekly
Adventure
School & Sport

24.5,1902
11.10.1902
1.3.1903
18.9.1003
1905
30. 5.1906
15.3.1906
12.11.1906
22.9.1906
1906
1006
4.5.1907
16.3.1907
15.2.1900
274441907
15.2.1900
10.4.1900
16.9.1908

19.2.1910
7.10.1911
12,10.1011
25.5.1912
0.3.1012
12.10.1912
4¢.1.,1013
12.9.1915
20,11.1915

20« 241914
12.6.1915
5¢4.1919

234 7.1927
10.7.1920
15. 441910
17501919
28,1019

11.6.1919
24.11.1925
13.12,1919
l’ 1. 1919

25.1.1919

9.10.1920
17.7,1920
17.9.1821
17.12.1921

GeD.1922 16
13.12.1902 10
13.5.1912 511
12.3.1005 101

1906 26
6.3.1906 41,
30, 3.1907 29
340641907 30
22.12.1906 14
short run

1] "
0.1909 120

Ce 2.1007 43
30.12.1939 1663
22.10.1907 25
11.5,1940 1633
still rannding
6.5.1911 64
22.6,1912 37

1014
5¢9,1913 63
12.6,1915 159
30.3,1910 276
21.3.1914 G4
0.1.2915 72
13.3.1916 18
31.3.1917 161
12.8.1933 043
16.7,1927 432
26,1.1920 3{0)
10, 7.1920 56
10.,7.1920 56
10, 7.1920 50
17.11.19235 232
5.7.1924 33
108.5.1940 1063

1922
7« 2185 G20
D.3.1921 34

still rumning

21l. 9.1922
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20

E.J. Drett

Chas. Strong

Amal. Press 21
Pearsons 22
Chas Strong & Co,

Cassells
1

E.J. Drett

"

Chas. Strong & Coe
n

L] ]

Trapps,Holnes ‘& Co,

Anal, Press
n n
Cassells
anal, Press 23
AI‘Jal- PreSS
n "
Nevnes
Arial Press
n " 24
1] 1] 25
" 1]
n "
" (1] 26
1] 1] 27
1 1] 28
it n 20
1| n
1] n ao
" t 51
1] n 32
n n
1 n 33
" n 34
1 L]
" "
n " 55
n L
1] 11
" n 55
D.C.Thomson

Popular Publication



harpion

port & Adventure
lover

Yoys Magazine
Jacks raper

luck

locket

Ianguard

'riurph

lodern Doy El series;
fodern Doy (2 "
Joys Favourite
‘hriller

Skipper

‘ioneer

Inger( snall serios;
vnee(large "
Startler
ullseyes
urprise

ted Arrow

ot spur

3CO0pS

Joys Droadecast ¢
Sports Dudget
ilot

111d West Weekly

NOTES: 1.

20.1.1922
20e%.1022
44 5.1022
27,241022
10.1022
23,10.19022
%o 201923
15.10.1923
6.9.1024
Be 2. 1920
19.2.19308
%s 85,1920
02,1929
6,9.1950

14,2.1931
53,1933

24,1,1931
25.2.1932
19.3.1932
29,1955
10.2,1934
27.10.19034
1.3.1935
27:49.1035
12,3.1950

still running
21.10.1022
still running

3.1923
304541924
16.5.1924
22+ 95,1026
25.5.1940
12, 2.1030

+¢10.1939

11.5.1940
1.2.1941
7.193%
29.7.1035
28.9.1935
138.2.1052

195%
0341033
still running
25.6.1934
20.8.1935

26

20
97
79
136
014
021
07

07
543

125
112

o2

20
36

Anal. Press

1] (1] 38
D.C. Thorson
E.HUlton later A.2. 39
Fearsons
Anal Press

] "
D, C.Thonmson
Anal Press 40
dnal Press

1] "
] L
1] 1

D.C.Thorison
Aral I’ress

" 1

D.C, Thomson
] "
I'earsons

Amal Press
" m

n H
" "

Only one in Dritish Museun. 2. Incorporated in "3Joys Own Magazine".

3 Incorporated in "Doys Ovm Paper. 4. Considercd first of the "dreadful journals,
5% Incorporated with Boys Ovn Reader. 6. Plus two supplenents in "Boys of England,

7. Edited by G.A. Henty and W.H.G. Kingston.

Jo Plus one supplerient with "Doys Leisure Hour".

11. Title changed to “Pals'.
to "Detective Weekly,
16. Halfpenny weekly, 12 pages.
17(a) Amalgamated with "True Dlue" %4, No,101l.
10. First 26 were $ds changed to "Doys of England".
21. Title changed to "Checr Boys Checxr".

pnerican reprints'.
1‘1, No. 26-
lonster Weekly".

nre $ds, changed to "Pocket Dudget".
22, Amalpemated with "Dig Dudget".
25. Analganated with the "Doys Friend.
Contimed as
shanged to "Doys Realm of Fun and Fiction'.
34 Amalganted vith "The Charpion”.
36. Amalganated with "The Marwvel",

J urnal",
7. Price %d. 208.

v "Nugpets Library'.
Herald" in last year.

14, Analgamated with "The Triumph".
17. dnalgoanated with "True Dlue:

a "conmic".

23. First 105 were %d%

Y . Successor to "Marvel. 39. Amalgrmated with

uith "The Charpion",
WMo e

Harmsworth Dros. Limited".

(25)

8. May have run a little longer.
10. Changed to "Doys of the Isles".
12. Title changed to "The Garland".

13 Title changed
15. Halfpenny, with

13. Changed to "Doys
20. First 0

24, Titlc changed to "Doys

26, Analgamated with "Dreadnought:

29. Amalpgamated with "Gem".
3L, 32, 33. Analgamated and title change

"he Charpion”.

30. Title

35. Title changed to "Doy':s
37. Edited Dy E.A. Hinton.
40, Amalgamated

The Amalgamated Press was knowvn in the early days as "Answer's Linited and



The Origiss of the GrexFriags & Stdinms Sicries in the
Schoolboys’ Own Library aaun'f&ﬂiﬂa%§ Annuals.

Dy John R. Shaw and Roger 1. Jernkins.

The following list have been campiled in order that ocllectors, who
purchase books merecly by referring to serial murbers instead of titlaes
nay avoid duplicating their ecollcction by ordering reprints of stories they
alrcady possess in another form. In point of fact, certain stories by
Charles Hanilton were reprinted as nmany as four or cven five times by the
Analganated Press, but we have confined our attention here exclusively to
the origin of storics in the Schoolboys'! Ovm Library and Holiday Annuels ,
which are the fom of reprints nost comon on the nmarket today.

The Schoolboys! Ovm Libroyy.

The Greyfriars and St. Jins reprints in the Schoolboys' Own Library were
confined in the nain to stories Dy Charles Hanilton. The Following St.Jims
stories, however, were rcprints of stories by substitute writers:

Schoolhoys' Ovns Nos. 100, 106, 200, 203, 224, 240, 274, 276, 350, .
350, 401

Their Gen origins nay be found in the list below No.l1l5 is the only Grey-
friars story not by Charles Hamilton, and to the hest of our knowledge it
vas written speeially for the Schoolboys'! Owm Library. It certainly never
appeared in the Magnet, at any rate. With the exception of the dozen nos.
mentioned above,all the storics in the list bHelow are by Charles Hamilton.
The Schoolboys' Own Library was in many ways unsatisfactory as a med-
ium of reprinting to the mind of the purist collector, at lecast. As it nay
be seen, one copy of the Library .ms reprinted fron as few as one to  as
many as five Gems and lagnets. This naturally lcd to some drastic curtail-
ing, and even alterations werc nade in the text. For instance, No.20C cone
tains in the last part of the Wook the reprint of Magnet No.1257 relating
the method in which the Dounder atterpted to gain the captaincy of the Rew-
move, but was foiled by a tie in the voting. He actually succeeds in a sub-
sequent election as Magnct No.1258 describes, but for the sake of brevity
this reprint combines the last chapter of Magnet No.1258 with the bulk of
No.1257. An even morc flagrant case of interpolation is instanced in Sehoal
boys' Own No.340 which is the last of the serics dealing with Harry Whartm's
feud with Mr. Quelch (Autumn 1932). Magnet No.1296, which relates Wharton's
reconciliation with his friends and his forme-master is omittcd in entirety
and in its place is substituted a weoak,bathotic cnding, conceived no doubt
by the office boy, and which scrves only as a futile anti-climax. As
Charles Hamilton has remarked in this connexion, ...."sometimes a bit here
and a bit therc cobbled together by a carcless hand, and cven bits added in
odd spots by some checky ass who had not sense cnough to lcave things alme".

* FOOINOTE. This list of stories by substitute writers may be taken as a
supplement to the incomplcte one I gave on page 24 of No.l of
the CuD...
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As it has been remarked clsewhere the reprints were done in no
~cgnisable chronological order. Even the tales in one copy were often
arranged somewhat clunsily, like those in Schoolboys' Own No.8583 which
{y composed of Gems Nos, 842, 413, 1220 in that order with a gap of six-
teen years between the original appearance of the second part and the
third. Apart from anomalics like this, there are no other rcasons for
~gserting that Schoolboys' Ovms arc not rcal substitutes for Gems and
ragnets.  For cxample, No.17 contains only two chapters from Magnet No.
(02, and No.207 contains only a few from Magnet No.l042, although these
Intter chapters were incorporated into the rest of the issue to make
rather more coherent reading than usual. It can thus be secen that Just
hocause a certain muber of the Gem or Magn & is quoted below 3t does
not necessarily follow that that mumber was reprinted in its entirety.,
but it can he assumed that cvery component of cvery story is quoted. If
the sane origin is quoted tvdce, it may be taken that <the story vas un-
avoidably split when reprinted. For instance, Magnet No.l217 was reprint
vl practically in full, thc first chapters appearing at the end of Schodl
'V, ya! Ovmn No.313, and the last chapters appearing in the beginning of
Schoolboys! Ovm No.316s Therc are only twe cxceptions to this rule and
those concern Magnets Nos.996 and 1034 No,996 -"Billy Bunter's Drain =
stom" is the classic story of how Bunter orderced food from Chunkleys in
Mr. Quelch's name, and thoroughly deserved its two reprints in School =
Yoys' Owns Nes. 209 and 237. The other, Magnet No.l034 was made to serwe
as the ending for both Schoclboys'! Ovms No.179 (a Greyfriars story) and
N>.365 (a St. Jims tale).

Not all storios in the Schoolboys' Ovm Library were reprinted from
Amnlg amatced Press publications No.136-"Who shell be Captain" is a story
Ly Charlcs Hamilton reprinted from an 111 fated paper colled School and
8port which was started by an cx-cditor of the Magnet. * But it has not
buen found practicable to include numbers like this in the lists; Booke
ywwood stories as well, have had to be omitted. We regret also that we have
not had the opprtunity of tracing the origins of the following Schoole
boys' Owns:

St. Jims stories « S.0.L. Nos.2.26.34.38,62.148.160
Greyfriars storiecs - S.0.L. Nos. 29.33.
If anyonc could give us information about theso, or would care tc lend
us his copics for checking against Gems and Magnets, we would be greate
ly obliged.

Finally, we must explain that where another number appears in hracke
ots after a Gem nwiber, this is intended to refer to the story's second
appearance ‘in the Gem after the policy of reprinting had been decided
upon in 1931, With regard to Schoolboy's Own No.1l49, we are certain
that it is a reprint of some, if not all, of Maznets Nos,.7489, 752. But
a8 we arc uhcertain cexactly which of these were roprinted, this  story
"loo 1s onitted from the list. This concludes the somewhat lengthy but
noceasary notes to our list.

¢ POOTNOTE. Nos. 64, 70 and 188 also werc reprints from this paper.



GUREYFRLALS STORIES.

Schoolboys Own No.

Title

Magnect Origins.

1. The Greyfriars Players 57+ (Double Nuriber)
3 The Greyfriars Business Man 383. 301
5 The Schoolboy Caravanncrs 704, 705, 707
7 The Kidnapped Cricketers 437, 408, 439, 400
9 A Schoolboys Honour 660, 661, 662, 663, 664
11 The Duffer of Greyfriars 125, 137. Rest of 125)
13 The Tyrant of Greyfriars 501, 502, 503, 504, 505
17 Surprising the School 602, 640, 3G&.
19 The Taning of Harry Wharton 1, 2.
21 The Greyfriars Journalists 1583, 1590
23 The Schoolboy Balloonists 111, 126
25 The Invasion of Greyfriars 63, 69, 70
31 A Mill Lad at Greyfriars 45, 3G, 389, 920
35 The Boy froix China 36, 37, 3C.
37 The Outsider of Greyfriars 290, 30, 31
39 Aliens at Greyfriars 33, 34, 40
41 Billy Bunter'!'s Christnagd 056, 96
Pudding

43 The Scapegracce »f the School 3, b
45 Doss of the Study 141, 142
&7 The Greyfriors Hustler 150, 153
49 Rolling in loncy 154, 156
51 Harry Wharton's Dowvmfall 170, 176
53 Driven from the School 173, 174
o7 Barred by His People 177, 17C
59 The Greyfriars Sailors 52, 55, &6
61 Wingate's Chun 162, 167
63 The No-=Surrender Schoolboy 207, 298
65 The Schoolboy Millionaire 154, 203
67 The Captain's Minor 265, 269
69 A Disgrace to the School 147, 149
7l The Cutlaws of the School 100, 203
73 The lan from South Anerica 114, 115
75 Taning a Bully 103, 120
77 Alonzo the Great 129, 132
79 Schoclboys Abroad 123, 124
s Cock of the Walk 102, 195
33 The Fool of the School 134, 1360
85 A Traitor in the School 220, 222
07 The Schoolboy Cup=Fightors 199, 300
co Herry wharton & Co's Xmas No. 206, 306
o1 The Schonlboy Ventriloquist 140, 304

Nelson Lees (New Series) exchenged for 0ld Series
Nelson Lees, Meagnets, Gems, Populars, ete. Send for List of
Numbers. Frank Keeling, 93, Aldridge Avenue, Stanmore,
Middlesex.
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JO
J7
U
101
103
105
107
100
111
113
115
117
119
121
123
125
127
129
131
133
135
137
139
141
133
145
147
151
153
1556
157
159
161
163
1685
167
1GO
171
173
175
177
179

The Get Rich Quick Schonlboy
Wibley's Wonderful Wheeze
The Greyfriars Clovm

The Dounder of Greyfriars
Not Wanted nt Greyfriars
The Tyrant Head

Just Like Coker

SBunter the Dlade

The Schoolboy Juggler
The Irpossible Four

The Shylock of Greyfriars
The Kidnapped Schoolboy
War with Higheliff

The Doy fron New York

The Greyfriars Hypnotist
fival Japers

The Schener of the Renove
The Fighting Form-Master
Barrcd Dy the School

The loonlight Footballers
That Guy Eish

The Dounder!s Feud

The Corplete Outsider

The Broken Dond

Stand Firm, thc Rchels
Billy Dunter's Darring-in
The Nabob'!s Peril

Harry wharton & Ce. in India
The Joker of the Rerove
Dlack Pcter's Trcasurc
The Rival Treasure=Seckers
The Greyfriars Castavays
The Fool of the Fifth
Coker{s Christins Party
Darred by the Fom
Nobody's Chun

The Druiser of Greyfriars
The Call of the Ring
Conderwaed by the Fomm
The Dounder's Lesson

One Against the School
The Cruisc of the Silver Scud
The Toad of the Reriove

204, 242

322, 419

164, 169

166, 160

329, 330

171, 172

325, 327

366, %74

260, 475

271, 236

a72, 237

117, 318

311, 130

320, 320

157, 204

223, 220

106, 274

324, 331

104, 277

202, 298

200, 463

613, 614, C15
56, 847, 543
553, 554,555,568
743 ’ ?4'4' 745
056,057
964,068,968
067,063, 069
004,995
1017,1013,1019
1020,1021,1023,
1024,1028,1026
081, 902

003, 904
075,076,977
073, 979
985,906,907
968,989, 990
007,993,099,100
1001,1.002, 1004
1007,1008,1009
775,178,777, 770
1051,1032,1034

WANTEDL Megnets in

perfect condition in ocomplete volumes
for binding: No:.l122%, 1285, 1226, 1228, 1230 to 1273, 1242,
1245, 1250, 1268, 1287 to 1290, 1295, 138%, 1384, 157T.

Roy W. Sudborough, 27, Milton Street, Higham Ferrars, Nor-
thents.

1023

D
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101
103
185
137
189
101
193
195
107
199
201
203
205
207
209
211
213
215
217
219
221
223
225
227
229
231
233
235
237
239
241
k3
245
247
249
251
253
255
257
209
261
263
265
267
269
271
273
275
277

The Gipsy Schoolboy

The Doy with a sccret

The Phanton of the Highlands
His Majesty, King Dunter
The Schoolboy Hypnotist

The Greyfriars Rebellion
The School without a Master
The Foc from the Bast

The Schenecr of the Remove
Rivals for a Fortune

Dilly Bunter's Circus

Dilly Dunter's Jodyguard
The Joker of Greyfriars

Who punched Prout?

Dunter the Denevolent

Dilly Dunter's Convict

The Sccret of Pengarth

Harry Wharten & Co., in New York

From Scheocl to Hollywood
DBilly Bunter on the Films
The Schoolboy Sheik

A Filix Star's Vengeance
The Tyrant Prefect

The Trial of the Trike
The House of Terror

The Doy ifithout a Friend
The Phantom of the Cave
Coker Comes a Cropper
Dunter, the Dad Lad

The Shylock of Greyfriars
Kidnappers at Greyfriars
Pop o! the Cirous

Dovm with the Tyrant
Victory for the Rebels
The Call of the Bescrt
Focs of the Sahara
Ragzed Dick

The Star of the Circus
Dunter, the ilischicf-Maker
The Rebel of the Remove
The Dovnfall of Horry Wharton
The Doy without a Nane
The Voice of the Terpter
The Amatcur Rogue

The llenace of Tang Wang
The Tcrror of the Tong
The llandarin's Vengecance
The Degrar of Shantung
The Scallywag of the Third

319,020,321,0522,023

701,708, 708,704
820,629,030

763, 770,771, 772, 775

1050,1051,1052
1043, 1044, 1045
1047,1040,1049
1059,1060,1061
1062,1013,106%
1065,1065,1067

1069,1070,1071

1073,1074,1075

1079,1030,1031,1032

1042,1054,1005
006,1036,1037
1039,1040,1041
010,011,012
1002,1003,1094
1005, 1096, 100G
1099,1100, 1101
1102,1103, 1104
1105, 1106, 1107
1113, 1114, 1115
1118, 1119, 1121
1122, 1123, 1125
1126, 1127, 1120
1007, 1053, 1009
1129, 1133, 1134
996, 1137, 1016
1110, 1161, 1162
1163, 1164, 1165
1166, 1167, 1160
1169, 1170, 1171
1172, 1173, 1174
063, 064, 0G5, 066
067, 063, 06O
008, 007, 900, 909
045, 046, D47, 948
079, 830,80
6062,363, 85
005,006, 037,000
1105,1196,1107
1198, 1199, 1200
1201, 1202, 1203
1175, 1176, 1177
1175, 117., 1130
1101, 1102, 1103
1104, 1185, 1186
023, 924, 025.
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200 Captain and Tyrant 026, 027, 020

203 The Worst Form ot Greyfriars 020, 280, 931
206 Dilly Dunter Gets the Doot 874, 078, 076, 077
230 Harry Wharton's Qival 1255, 1256, 1257, 1250
202 The Swot of the Renove 1250, 1260, 1261
205 The Fugitive Schoolboy 708, 794, 705, 796
2J0 The Doy with a Jad Nane 7085 T97; 790, TUU
301 Bunter of Dunter Court 010, 9011, 9012
304 Goodbye to Dunter Court 013, 014, 015, 916
307 Coker the Charpion Churmp 1200, 1210, 1211
310 The Schoolhoy Cracksmnan 1212, 1213, 1214
313 The Doy ho Knew Too Much 1915, 1216, 1217
31C The Boy Fron the Underworld 1217, 12138, 1219
319 The Phantor, of the Towers 1244, 1245, 1246
322 The Terror of the Fom 1247, 124G, 1249
325 Dold, Dad, Dunter 1250, 1251, 1252
320 Detective Dunter 1253, 1254
331 The Dovmfall of Harry Wharton 1205, 1206, 1207
334 Harry /harton Declarcs War 1237, 1235, 1230
337 The Worst Doy at Greyfriars 1200, 1201, 1202
340 Nobody's Pal 1202, 1293, 1205
313 Harry wharton & Co's African 1220, 1220, 1230
Adventure
346 The Slave Trader's Vengeance 1331, 1232, 1233
349 The Schoolboy Slaves 1234, 1235, 1236
352 The Dorot-boy's Lucky Dreak 1239, 1240, 1830
358 Dilly Tunter's Christnas 1140, 1141, 1142
353 The lystery llaster 1143, 1144, 1145
3C1 The Master from Scotland Yard 1146, 1147, 11438
S04 The Greyfriars Cracksnan 1149, 115C, 1151
367 Nilly Dunter's Cruise 1312, 1313, 1314
370 The Greyfriars Tourists 1515, 1516, 1317
373 The Fighting Pormeliaster 1321, 1322, 1323
376 The Greyfriars Hikers 1331, 1332, 1334
379 The Kidnepped Hiker 1335, 1336, 1337
32 The Sceret of the "Holiday Annual" 133C, 1330, 1340
336 The Tough Guy of Greyfriars 1344, 13515, 1346
300 The Schoolboy Samson 1347, 1343, 1342
391 The Mystcry of Wharton Lodoe 1340, 1356, 1351
304 A Dupc of the Underworld 1207, 1208, 1209
307 The Schoolboy Forser 1300, 1301, 1302
0 The Doy vAth a Past 1303, 1304, 1305
)3 The Man fron the Sky 1506, 1307, 1311
FADY The Scerct of the Silver ox 1109, 1157, 1158
0 Southvard-Hol 1277, 1270, 1279
Y The Mystery of Study No.l 1271, 1272, 1273
) The Lurc of the Golden 3carab 127¢, 1200, 1201
10 Hid%en Loot 1273, 1874, 1276
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St. Jin's Storics (Storics not by Charles Hamilton marked thus - XXX)

Schoolboys! Ovn No.

Title

Gen Orizins

3

14

18

22

30

46

50

55

66

72

80

33

90

98

102

106

110

116

122

126

130
134
140
144
152

164

160

172

176
100 XXX
186 XX
190

196

200 XXX
204

200 XXX
210

214

218

222
224 XXX
220

230

His 3rother's Durden

The Outcast of St. Jims
The Milllonaire Doot=boy
D'Arcy of St. Jins

Ton Merry's Trust

School House versus New Housc
Ton Merry's Zneny

A Rank Outsider

The BEastwood House Mystery
The Swell of the Circus
D'Arcy's Cricket Weck

The Cockney Schoolboy

The Ghost of St. Jims

Tory Merry & Co. in llonte Carlo

The Schener of St. Jims
The Rival Patrols

The St. Jims Inventors
Snuzzled to School

Stl Jirlﬂ at Sea

Glyn's Mechaniecal Iiarvels
No Surrcnder

True Dluc

Kicke? out of School
Saints versus Grarmarians
Seven Schoolboys ocnd Solonon
Rivals on the warpath

The Cardew Cup

The Trial of Vengeance
Gussy, The Runaway

Chuns Afloat

The Scecret of Drere Manor
The Doy from Dootleg Ranch
A Schoolboy's Sacrifice
St. Jins in the Soup

The Missing Schoolboy

The Sicpe of Ste Jins

The St. Jims Ghost Hunters
The Toff's Sacrifice
Cousin Bthel's Chum

The Doy iho Hated St. Jims
Han?forth at St. Jims
Seven 3eoys in a Doat

The River Adventurers

404, 405, 496

408, 400, 409

145, 147 (1344)
139(1375),144(1343)
02(1321),03(1322)
261, 262(1450
159 15953,150 1394;
129(1367),130(1363
302(1504, 1505)

106 1535%, 107%1554%

123(1374), 124(1375
304(1452), 305(1460
41(1206)
111%15363, 11.2(1337)
27G(1465) 279
76(1313) 70
64(1309), 50(1320
60(1307), 61(1300
30(1231), 31(1282
220(1430), 102
211(1405), .212(1406)
213(1407) 214(1408)
221(1417), 222(1410)
200, 195(1402)
693, 699, 700, 7Ol
713, 714, 715
768, 769,770,771, 772
657, 650,659,660, 661
753,754,756, 757, 750
066,967,963
082, 903, 004
677,675,650, 679,603
006,907,903, 909
1001, 1002, 1003
010, 020, 221
098, 909
02(1555), 93(1556)
08, 000, 990, 991
051, 052, 953, 954
1070, 1071, 1072
1050, 1060; 1062
c12, 813, 0814, 015
816,817,018,0808

Advertise in The Collectors Digest - at 1ld per word
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i A Christmas Darring-out TGy T, WG, 770
236 The R[echels of St. Jins 730, 752, 783, 704
250 XXX Ton Merry's Ency 035, 006, 007

PR The Trail of Adventure JOl4, 1015, 1016
216 The Secrct of the Lone Pine 1017, 1018, 1020, 1021
250 The St. Jins Hikers 064, 065, 066, 0367
253 Captain and Slacker 024, 335, 026, 027
200 The Stick-at-Nothing Schoolboy 020, 820, 330, 331
204 Daggy Trimble'!'s Refom 1000, 927, 923

270 Japers of St. Jins 044, 045, 346, 047
MTe XX Carp and Caravan 014, 915, 916

276 Nippy fron Novhere P17, 918

pites ! St. Jims in Revolt 880, 720, 721, 722
217 Ton Merry & Co. Declarc War 729, 730, 731, 732
AL For Honour's Sake o836, 037, 8030, 039
32 Raising the .find 740, 749. 750, 761
311 The oy who Wanted tho Sack 070, 971, 972

A The Schoolboy Adrman 073, 974, 976

32) A Lion at £t. Jims 708, 709, 710, 71
326 Harry Manncrs' Feud 002, 033, 007, 022
332 The Mystery of Holly Lodae 806, CO7, 090, 099
%) The Frice of Loyalty 1006, 1007, 1162
3er The Saving of Selby 707, 023, 024

Y45 XL Grundy Takes the Lead 1026, 1027

18 XXX The Shanghaicd Schoolboys 1144, 1145, 1146
38 The Doy Who Came Dack 1031, 1034 Magnet 1034
h " The Doy They Couldn't Trust 852, 053, 055, 856
;1 The Great Grundy 842, 13, 1220

W& Put to Test 76G, 767, 733, 774
p IO A Guman at St. Jims 1192, 1193, 11907

» 1 XXX Cock of the ielk 1151, 1152, 1153, 1154

[lw Holiday Annuals

do bHolicve the following list compriscs all the Greyfriars ~nd St. Jins stories
that werc reprinted fronm the Magnet and Gem respectively. With rcgard
t Groyfriars and St. Jims storics other than thesc listed below, it can be
tkon ns a rough guide that most, if not all the short stories were by imitat-
ra and that all the longer stories were originals by Charles Hamilton. In  the
Iatter case, the words "Speecially written for the Heoliday Annual by Frank Riche
ar'a™ were usually inesertcd.
It {5 our opinion that the currcnt prices for Holiday Annuals are inflated bew-
n' reason vhen it is realised that the cactual reading matter by Gerles Hailm
el vxceeded the length of two Schoolboys! Ovms. If this list does o noro
\ an reduce prices to a comparitively reasonable level, it will have Dbeen of
¢ . vialue. Naturally, however, this censure is not meant to apply where the
v1rly Holiday Annuals are concerned, as it was in these volumes that most of
v'u otories specially written by Charles Hamilton made their sole appearance.

Union Jecks, Detective Weeklies, Sexton Blake's wanted.
“ord, 42 West Bond Street, Macclesfield.
s (33)




| Yenzw Title Origin
1920. t . Fighting for His Honour Magnets 173, 174
L
212} The Master's Secret, or How Tom  Gems(3d series)

N Merry came to St. Jims. 11, 13, 14.

A |
10282 To Save His Honour Gems. 361, 363, 34
1093 Captain of St. Jins Gems: 317, 310
1024 The Schoolboy Treasure Hunters Gems: 173, 174, 17
1025 The Dishop's lfedal Gems 313

The RQival Rditors Hagnet 306
1926 Grundy's Great Ideal Gem: 468
The Form laster's Substitute Magnet: 339
1927 Lord Bastwood's Experiment Ger: 127
Mugent Ilinor's Dad Start Magnoet 100
1928 How Horace Coker Got His Remove Magnet 145
1020 when Dilly Buntcer Forgot Ton Moymet 160
Merry's Ilinor, Gen. 296
1930 The Greyfriars Adventurers Magnet 179
1931 Mark Linley at Crossroads lNagnet 130
Troublesorie Tom. Gen (£ series):5
1032 The Vanished Elcven Magmet: 330
1933 A Yankee at St. Jims Ger: 294
Saved From the Sea. Iiagnet 301
1034 A Schoolboy's Honour MNagnet 303
Spoofed Gem: 799
1935 The Pootprint in the Sand Magnet 002
The Stony Seven Gen: 751
1936 The Spoofer Gen: 765
Billy Dunter's Dust up Magnet: 1408
1937 Squiff of the Remove Magnet 343
*FOOTNCTE A cert ain amount of rewriting was donc hore.
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1,30 Mutiny on the Spindthrift Magnet: 207

The Shadow over Dastwood House Gain: 724
1039 Dilly Dunter's Fearful Affliction Mognot: 715
The lMystery of the Christias Candles Magnet: 723
Grundy's Gunpowder Plot Gem: 717
100 Righting the Fleanes Gam: 695
Sir Fulke'!s YWarning Magnet: 776
1041 Dilly Dunter's Dusy Day Magnet: 042
Skirmole, the Star Gazer Gom: 976

Continued from Page 19

December the 25th? I would solemnly warn you against the
peril of over suggestion. The case of that industrious
scientist Herr Offenbach, occurs to me -="

Blaske pauged, and toyed idly with his tea spoon. His
face was perfectly grave, but there was @ mischievous twinkle
in hls eyes as he continued.

"The unfortunate professor was afflicted by the de-
formity commonly kmown as knook-knees. 4 firm believer in
eato-suggestion he repeated dailly the famous formula: JdEvery
dey my legs grow straighter and streighter{. Unfortunately,
his zeal overshot the merk ond he awoke one morning to find
he wag bow-legged."

Tinker choked into his tea-cup. It was rarely that
Jexton Bleke jJjested, and the led reealised that his leg hed
been suocessfully pulled.

KN %

WANTED URGENTH : Gems 485, 999. 10%2, 1037, 1057, 1089.
Magnets 451, A8lL, /92, 903, Will psy for typewrlitten ooples
if you can't part with them. E.B.Flinders, Roseview, Gos-
more Road, Near Hitchin, Herts.

*% ki *

WANTED: DNelson Lees, 0ld Series, perticulerly Nes.l02, 103,
220, 2%0, algo about 80 issues between Nos.l and 271, Name
your own prioe. Heve hundreds of duplicate copies for ex-
ohange. J.Murtagh, Selwood Road, Hastings, New Zealend.
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Charsabers in Sexton. Jrlake Dloried

Dy H.M. DOND.

A review of the maJor characters who fought with and against the
Man from Baker Street since his first appearance in 1893. It 4is
not claimed +that this review or the alphabetical list accompanying
it is either complete or strictly accurate. In many cases it has
been found dimpossible to give cxact dates of first appearances etc
but we feel sure that all readers, Sexton Blake enthusiasts in
particular, will find the information supplied of a most intercsting
nature.,

Many articles have been written in the pages of the wvarious
amateur papers dealing with the collection and preservation of old
boys papers eabout the most famous of all fictional detectives ,
Sexton Blake. We have been told that he is the most vritten of
character in the whole world of literature, a fact which scems
conclusive when one looks at the records of the storics about him
which have been published by the Amalgamated Press. Certainly
Blake enjoyed great popularity throughout the years, not only
through the medium of the print:d page but alsu on stage, scrcen,

and radio. And his popularity was not confined to the young,
for "boys" from seven to scventy rcad sbout his adventures with
cqual avidity. But although Sexton Blake became a  houschold

name, I think it certain that his risc to fame would not have been
so great had it not been for assistance from ti¢c many  characters
both for and agninst him. These characters, created by some of
the hundred authors of whom Herbert Leckenby wrote in a recent
issue of "The Story Peper Collect. ™, werc, in some cases, as much
looked forward to as the great men hiiaself, in fact cn many mnany
occasions readers have been thrilled tco know that a new series
featuring a certain popular criok character would soon bhe “in their
hands". The weekly and morthly appearance of Blake were taken
for granted, but the occasional appearance of say Huxton Rymer of
Monsicur Zenith was something to lock forward to, although I doubt
if any of them would have lasted long had Bloke been erased from
the stories and another sleuth substituted. Be thnt as it may,
Blake does owe a lot of his fame to those grand c¢haracters who have
appeared within the many pages of the "Union Jack", "Sexton DBlake
Library" and "Detective Weckly™. I have spent many hours of late
going through the plles of old numbers that form my collection and
I have discovered no less than one hundred and thirty five what I
call "major" subsidiary charactcers. Many of these characters made






but brief appecarances on the Sexton Blake stage while others cane
to stay, at lcast until Adolf Hitler camec along to shatter our quict
lives. I could fill many pages of this Annual telling you of the
innumerable c¢lashes DBlake has had with these characters but I am
afraid that *the paper situation will not allow of this so I rust
be content to mention some of the most irportant ones and leave the
minor onés to the list which accompanics this article.

I think it will be axgreed that the nost important criminal
character with whom Blake fousht was George Marsden Plumaer. So
many stories have been writtcn around this ex Scotland Yard man that
it would be almost an irpossibility to state the cxact number, but
it will suffice to say that Plummer is the ONLY criminnl in Dlake
fiction to have been featurcd in all three Blake publications, i. e.
UeJs S.B.L. and D.¥W. and on stage and screen as well., Yes, Plurmer
appearcd in a pre-1914 stapge play "The Clue of the Wax Vesta" and
was featured in several of the shorter Dlake filins produced in the
latce 1920s. Crecated by Mark Oshorne and later adopted by George
Hemilton Tced, Plummer was rarcly absent from the pages of the U.Jd.
or S.B.L. for longer than a few wecks and during his  adventurous
oareer hec mnet many of +the other characters who also played a big
part in the Dlake saga, notably Dr. Huxton Rymer. His association
with beautiful Vali-lata-Vali created great interest, but it scems
to me that he was a rmch nmorc sophisticated character in the hands
of Teed than when he vms handled by his ereator Osborne.

It is difficult to say whe cones next in the list of the rost
important sub-choracters. If one favoured the veork of Mr. Tecd X
suppose one might say that Huxton Rymer should take that position,
but we must try and view the whole Blake scenc impartially, for it
is obvious that every one of the 135 charrctors I have unearthed
have been favoured by sonie reader or other. I know of one Blake fan
for instance who thinks that Olga Nasmyth was the finest character
of all. Well, Olga only apneared in the pages of the old U.J. on
three occasions, the three stories being parts of one series. It
is the same with authors. Mr. John Gocher tells ne that one of
his favourite Blakc authors is Clifford Gates. To my knowledge,
Mr. Gates has only writtcen onc Dlake yarn, but ycu sce that one yarn
did the trick as far as John wvas concerncd. He ould, coven after
some years, feel very excited were he to see the nwe Gates on the
front of a 1947 S.3.L. So, if we forpet "favourites" I think X
should not be far vwronz in saying that after Plumer the 1nost
popular crook was Monsieur Zerith. Maybe the interest in this
peculiar individual +tmas due to his being of an cntirely different
naturc to all the others. For 2 start he was a polished crook
a crook vho cared not whether he lived or died. He knew no feax
and ~lways played the gane even when faced vith capture or death.
You will get a nost adequate picture of this unigque character, who,
incidentally, was crcated by Mr. Anthony Skene, if you turn to the
November 1947 issuc of the C.D. I think Rex Dolphin's article on
him will tell yecu all you want to know. aAfter Zenith one could
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think of many who could qualify for third place. Waldo the Wonder
Man was very popular, Dut what about Leon Kestrel, Mr. Reecc, Yvonne,
Wu Lingz, and others. There is no doubt that liadamoiselle Yvonne
was the "tops" as regards wonen characters in Dlake fiction.  Not
only was she a -fascinating crcaturce in every respect, but she was
the first woman to cause Dlake to realise that there was such a
thing as love, and although he later had many ronantic experiences
with liariec Galante, Olga Nasmyth and Madaroiselle Roxanc, there is
no dount that Yvonne took pride of place in his heart, that is if
a fictional character CAN have a heart. Personally I think that
the Kestrel stories were of an excentionally hizh standard, Thud
others would favour the Confederation series. This amazing sceries
featured many of the sub-characters all of whom were  extremely

well dravm. Mr. Recce, Professor Jason Reece, Sir. Philip
Champion, ¥Ysabel de Ferrc, Dirk Dolland (The at) arongst others
tock a prominent part. Incidentally Yvonne appeared in quite a

few of the Confederation storiecs, this being a crse of an author
borrowing a character from one of his colleagues, probably because
the said character wvos, at the time, high in +the estimation of
the majority of readers. It night have been casy for Robert Muarey
to created another woman character to take the place of Yvonne,but
it was a safer bet that an already established adventuress would
draw the public hetter than a new and unkncevn one. Dr. Satira,
Paul Cyncs, King Karl, and Pcter the Spider were all grand
characters too. The more I think of all these fictional people
the more I wonder at the amazing complexity of the history of
Sexton Blake. It is indeed amazing that one imaginery Tbeing
should have UDeen responsible for the birth of so many cothers of
gso many varying qualities. The reader who has Just been introduced
to the Blake story camnot have any inkling of the tradition and
background of this wonlerful achievment, ¢his building up of a
family of characters all Aependent upon the nane of one man. Yes
it is truly astounding and I doubt whether it will cver; Ve surpassed
I will now leave you to browse through my list and hépe that it
will recalle many memories for the older reader and encourage the
novice to aterpt to obtain as rany old copies as he or she can
in order to share the Joys that so mnany of us have shared in the
past.

The following list of characters featured 4n  Sexton Dlake
stories over a oeriod of nearly thirty years has been: ocrmiled
almost completely from ny ovn collection and although every  care
has been taken to assure accuracy it is possible that there are
slight deviations from actuality. Furthemore it has not been
possible to give the exact issue wherein some of the characters
made their first appearance and in these cases I have inserted
the publication and nurber of sane in vwhich the character concerned
appeared for the first time in my rccords. An asterisk dinde
icates actual first appearances. If any reader cen supply ine
formation to further the corpletion of this list I should %be very
pleased to hear.
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Character(s )

Author(s)

Appeared in:

Ah Wo

Dierce. Fifette
Dierce. Father
Deaudelaire
Jeaumaron Count
Drand K.C. M.P.
Drim. Peter (Spider)
Dennett. "Punch'
Darry

Donalli. Count (The Owl)
Degge Humble

Jlack Eagle. The
Jlack Trinity. The
Delford. Sgt.

Dlack Rat. The
Dardell. Mrs. Martha
Camillce. The Girl
Cartier. Yvonne
Chanvays. Lord Monteague
Carlac. Count Ivor
Cynos. Paul

Crecd. Laban
Christmas. Captain
Cavendish Eustace
Charon.Dertrand.
Council of Eleven. The
Coutts. Inspcctor
Confederation. The
Crime Minister. The
Council of Nine
Champion. Sir Philip
Cranston DBliss M.D.
Dene Gloria

Delisle. Claire
Death. Miss

Dass. Gunga

Dolland. Dirk (The Bat)
Dack. Captain
Dexter. Aubrey

De Ferre. Ysabel
Flanagan. "Dig" Ted
Fertune. Julia

Reid Whitley

Lewis Jackson
i 1]

L] n
G. Hamilton Teed

Ladbroke Dlack
Maurice 3, Dix
Allan Dlair
Andrew Murray
Andrew Murray

G. Hamilton Teed
Anthony Skene
Anthony Parsons
G. Hamilton Teed

G. Hamilton Tced
John G. Drandon
Andrew Murray
Robert Murray

Stacey Dlake

Edwy Searles DBrocks
Pierre Quircule

G. Hamilton Tecd

Robert Murray
Robert Murray

Robert Murray

Anthony Skene

F. Addington Symonds
Gvwiyn Evans

Hylton Gregory (:L)
Robert Murray

John Hunter

Mark Osborne

Robert Murray
Warwick Jardine
Anthony Skene

U.J. No. 1352
U.J, No. 815
U.J., No. 815
U.J. No. 929
U.J. No, 555
S.B.L., (a) 79
U.J. No. 1212
S.B.L. Eb; 661
S.B.L. (b) 571
U.J, No. 863
U.J. No. 624
U.J. No. 1048
U.J. No, 1228
S.3.L (e¢) 2
U.J. No. 701
U.J. No. 1210
U.J. No. 715
U.J. No. 498
S.D.L. (b) 397

U.J. No. 468
U.J. No. 1289
U.J. No. 410
U.J. No. 1247
U.J. No. 1354
Uo J- No. 1036
U.J. No. 555
U.J. No, 806
U.J. No. 1408
S.3.L. (a) 142
U.J. No. 829
U.J. No. 857
U.J. No. 1307
U.J. No. 904
U.J. No. 1323
U.J. No. 1006
U.J. No. 698
L. (b) 662
U.J. No. 551

U.J. No. 910
L. (b) 673
U.J. No. 1038

% * % 3 20 2B

*

*

Do not miss the Januery lssue of The Colleotor's Digest
It's better than ever
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Fane Hamilton

Fetherston. Reggie

Ferraro. Dr.

Fairfax. Sir Henry

Favm Fenlock

Grey Panther, The

Furg. Jim (The Fur Man)

Gale. "Glory"

Graves. "Uncle"

Garrock. Henri

Galante. Mariec

Grant. "Granite"

Gargoyle. The

Harmon. Joe

Hong Loo Sco .

Harfield. Roxane

Hanson. Ruff

Hale. Gilbert

Halc. Eilecen

Harker. Inspector

Hoang Ho.

Julic. Madamoiselle

Jarmson (The Moonslayer)

Kurtin. Fldred

Krantz. Frau

Karl. King

Kestrel Leon

Kew Professor

Kelik. Krock

LEPPBI‘T,I&T}.. DI‘.

Lord. Ferrers

Lobangu

Losely. Sir Richard

Lawless. John

Lipton. Sir Thonas

Madrano. Fifito

Marinotte

Maitland. EKathleen

Marl. Muriel (Gang Girl)

Menes. Prince

Mist. lMr.

Maitland. Ezra Q.

Maitland. Kate (Broadway
Kate)

Marsh. John.

Martin. Inspector

Men Who were dead

Nihil

G. Hamilton Teed
Coutts Drisbane.

G. Hamilton Teed

G. Hamilton Tced
Picrre Quiroule (ii)
Anthony Skenc
Stanton Hope.

G. Hamilton Tced
G. Hamilton Teed
Gwyn Evans
Gilbert Chester
Gilbert Chester
Levwis Jackson
Robert lMurray
Pierre Quiroule

Anthony Skene
Gwyn Bvans

Lewis Jackson
Andrew Murray
arthur Patterson

Sidney Drew

Cecil Hayter (iii)
Cecil Hayter (iv)
Andrevr Murray

Levriis Jackson
Lewis Jackson
lMark Osborne

G. Hamilton Teced
G. Hamilton Teed
Gwyn Evans

Mark Osborne

Gwyn Evans
Anthony Skene

SDL.
U.d.
SDL.

U.J.
UIJ.
U.J.

T
st hile

U.J.
UaJa
U.d.
SDL.
U.Jd.
SCL.
U.d.
U.d.
U.d.
SBL.
SCL.
Usds
U.d.
L.
U.d.
SBL.
U.J.
UlJo
Ueds
U.d.
[SP
SDL.
U.d.
U.d.
U.d.
U.d.
Wil
U.d.
Ua-afs
U.Jd.
U.d.
Usd.
U.d.
U-Ja
U.Jd.

U.J.
U‘J.
U.d.
U.Jd.

(a)

No.

(2)

No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
()
No.
(b)
No.
No,
No.

No.
No.
(2)
Ho.,
(a)
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
(2)
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
o.
No.
No.

126
877
185

*

170 *

916

12875

47
498
527
710
110

1531
713
1305
1378
1173
332
332
641
946
125
950
134
1038
1233
641
51
1288
100
742
565
565
550
569
639
929
671
1458
722
1277
572
572

322
567
1360
919

i &

*
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Nantucket. "Trouble™
Hirvana

Nnsnyth. Olga

Nc¢lson Lee

O'Flynn. Mike

Oyani

Ovl. The (see Donalli)
Onion }en. The

Potter, Jin

Prccee. Gideon

Pedro. (The Dloodhound)

Plumer. George Marsden.

Palner. Hammerton.
Pherison. Archie
Pge. Derck "Splash"
Purvale. Hon. R.S.V,
ymer. Dr. Huxton
neece. Mr,

necece, Professor Jason
RAaven. The

Mfant. Dr. Garlax
Berdrenis

Saddler. Sir Gordon.
San.

3tcele. Adrian
Severance. Junc
Sorierton. Algy
Satira. Dr.
Spearing. Will
Scorpion. The
Shanghai Jin.

Trent. Mary

Tenche Sanm

Thomas Inspector
Twyford. Cora
Tinker (Smith?)

Vali Mata~Vali
Venner. Supcerintendent
Von Kravitch
Wicketshaw. Dasil
Wu Ling

Withers. "Big 3ill"
Wibley. "Flash" George
iin1ldo. Rupert
Widgeon. Inspcctor
'Hu Fong

Zenith the Albino

Andrew Murray

G. Hamilton Tced
Lovwis Jackson
Maxyrell Scott
Stanton Hope
anthony Skcne
Andrew Murray
Gwyn Evans

G. Hamilton Tecd

Wae Murray Graydon.
Mark Osborne. (v)
G. Hamilton Teed
G. Hamilton Teed.
Gwyn Evans

John G. Drandon

G. Hamilton Teed
Robert Marray
Reobert Murray

F. Addington Symonds

Lewis Jackson
G. Hanilton Teed
G. Hanilton Teed.

G. Hamilton Tced
G. Hamilton Tecd
Robert Murray
Mark Darran
Maxwell Scott
Lewis Jackson

G. Hamilton Teed
John Hunter

G. Hamilton Teed
Cedric Wolfe
Herbert Maxwell
G. Hamilton Teced
anthony Parsons
G. Hamilton Teed.
W. Murray Graydon
G. Hudlton Tecd
John G. Drandon
John G. Drandon
Edwy Scarlcs Droocks
ile Murray Graydon

Aanthony Skene

SBL.
U.J.
U.J.
U.J.
SBL.
U.Jd.
U.J.
UeJo
U.Jd.
U.Jd,
U.d.
U.J.
Ul’J.
U.JI
UOJ!
ShL.
U.d.
SDL.
U.dJd.
U.J.
U.JO
U.J.
U.J.
U.J.
U.J.
U.Jl‘
UI Jl
U.J.
U.J.
U.J.
UIJI

SDL.

U.J.
U.Je
SBL.
ShL

D.W.
SDL.
U. J.
SDL.
0L,
U. Jl

U.J.
U.J.

(a)
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No,
No.
(b)
No.
(a)
No.
No.
No.
D0
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

23

No.
No.
g
b
No,

(a)

No.
3
b
No.

NO.
No.

102
1149
1269
686
713
837
863
1481
697
515
100
222
616
077
1167
397
526
41
368
904
1055
890
1023
o07
1019
1305
077
1206
105
3521
641
219
662

803
53
Tr
617

162
507
397
397
794

727
837

* & % =
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Notes:=-

(1)

(i1)

(1i1)
(iv)

Although the creator of Gunga Dass was Hylton Gregory, or
He Gregory Hill to give him his real nwic, the charac ter
was also used by Coutts Drisbane and dnthony Parsons (see

"Master Crook of the Orient" by William Colcombe, page,

170 of Volum 1 of "The Collector's Digest'.

"Granite"® Grant, King's Spy, creatcd by Pierre AQuircule

(W, W, Sayer) has also been featured in two stories by
Warwick Jardine (a) "Phe Crime in Park Lane" S.D.L. 2nd
series No. 403 and (b) "The Man fron Tokyo" 8.3.L. 2nd
scries No. 409&

Lobangu, chief of the Etbia tribe, created by Cecil Hayter
has also been featured in nany stories by lex Hardinge.

Sir Richard Loscly, H.li, District Cormidssioncer and schoolmate

of Sexton Dlake, created by Cecil Hayter has also been featur-
ed by rRex Hardinge,

Although George Marsden Plummer (and his daughter ! ) was
created by Mark Osborne most of the storics featuring hin
were Py George Hamilton Teed who develope-l the character with
whom we are all most familiar. It was Teed who linked Plurmer
with Huxton Rymer, Vali<liate-Vali, Ifuriel lMarl and others,and
it wos he who related the famous “Hawk of the Peak" series in
which G.M.P. took the part of an Arab chieftan.

Although the foregoing list deals vwith cach character separately it
mist be stated that in nmany cases two or more of them appeared
together in wvarious storics. The following notes are compiled

nainly

for the benefit of the comparative newcomer to the Sexton

Dlake circle and give details of the most irportant combinations :=

1.

P

3e

4.

Leon Kestrel, the American actor - crook knovm as "The Mast=
er Maumer and organiscer of the "war Profits Liquidation Syne
dicate" had the co=operation of Fifettec Dierce (knovm as
"The Princess Pretence"), her father (Father Dicrce), Madrano
the steeplejack, Shanghai Jiin, Semitamis the Greck and Marine
otte. Also featurcd in many of the Kestrcl yarns was the lmnch
back Beaudelaire, often supplier of informiation about the Syn-
icate to Sexton Dlake.

Gilbert and Eileen Hale nearly always workcd togethermy being
husband and wife.

Archic Fherison, Algy Somerton and Reggie Fetherston always
worked as a trio. They were popularly known as "The Three
Musketeers".

The Daron de Deaumaron was leader of "The Council of Eleven"
and often worked side by side with Dr. Huxton Rymer.

;...-"’-- _.,l:---.___L . ,jfz s J " ‘ o
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e

10.
11.
12.

13.

14,

15,

Huxton Rymer, although c¢ssentially a "lone wolf" had the
assistance of nany of the other Teed creations from time to
time, notably George lMarsden Flumer, Hammerton Palmer, and
his woman accomplice Mary Trent. He was knovn in scientific
circles as rrofessor Andrew Dutterfield and was the owner of
Abbey Towers, a large rcsidence somewhere in the South of
England. He also was involved in a few intrigues with the
notorious Hayti Voodoo fucen, Marie Galante.

Barry. This character was created by that fine author Allan
Dlair,who, strangely enough, although having written countless
Dlake stories right throush the period when'characters" were
the order of the day wrote cach one with a"straight detective
background. Darry was the only oft used character he created
and vas featured as an cxtra assistant to Dlake.
Superintendent Claudius Venner and his "handmaiden" Sergeant
Delford always work togcther as can be observed from the pag=
es of many aAnthony XFarsons storics in the current SDL.series.
Madamoiselle Yvonne Cartier, adventuress and owner of the
yacht "Fleur-de-Lys" often had the help of her uncle, knowvn
to U.J. readers as "Uncle Graves". Jim Potter was also
featured in some of the Yvonne series.

The Confederation series featured many of the most popular
characters. Mr. Recce, Professor Jason Recce, Sir Philip
Charpion, Dirk Delland, John Fade (not nentioned in the list
above) and "MMr. Smith" +to say nothing of Ysabel de Ferre
and the Chine.ian Hoang Ho.

Count Ivan Carlac and Professor Kew were featured together in
many stories, especially in the S.3.L. lst series.

Captain Dack of the "Mary ann Trinder" had, for his chief
henchnan (and Mate), San Tench.

Joe Harrmon and Mike O'Flynn have always appoored together as
"the two raggies" in all Stanton Hope's Dlake stories.

Oyani was the Japanesc manscrvant to Monsicur 2Zenith the
Albino and was always fentured in the later stories of this
series.

Sir. Gordon Saddler riost appeared in +the Wu Ling series ,
and was known as "The Mystery llan of Frisco". The character
San incidentally nearly always appearel in this series far
he was the next in command after Wu Ling in "The Brotherhoo 4
of the Yellow Deetle".

Julius Jones, the Welsh editor of "The Daily Radio" appeared
in nost of the Gwyn Evans "Splash" Page scrics.

Appendix.

In the characters list, when dealing with the $.3.L. (a) indicat-
es the first series of the library, (b) the sccond series,and (c)
the third and current scries.
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Friends at the ¥ard

by Rex Dolphin.

The editor of the U.J. once
received a letter from a reader
corplaining of the "impossibility"
of most of the Dlake characters,
and ending up, "Coutts 1s the most
natural character of the lot".

With that last remark I
emphatically agrce, Detective
Inspector Coutts is a typical
averagely=good man who plods stcadily
along with no flashes of brilliance,
doing a difficult Job to the best of
his ability, assisted by nothing
nore extra-ordinary than cormonsense
and training. One of Dlake's oldest
friends from thc Yard, Coutts has
worked many hundreds of times in
harness with the famous private
investigator, and there is a wam
conradeship between these two
utterly contrasted men.

There was a time, perhaps, when Coutts would enlist
Dlake's aid reluctantly. Dut hoe has got over that false
pride now, and when he finds himself with a sticky prob-
lem, it 1s his natural reaction to go and chat with Dlake
and smoke one of Dlake's cigars, and sooner or later come
to the point. After all, two hecads are better than one
even when one of those brains is bne of the world's nost
brilliant.

Coutts knows how much he owes to Dlake, and though he
often gets the official credit for Blake's work, very
often openly admits that he would have got nowhero vwithe
out the private 'tec. The classic cocasion of this was
vhen they had finally emashed the infamous Criminals !
Confederation. Coutts, in the full hearing of the Oaie
missioner and other important people, proposed a knipght -
hood for Sexton Dlaka.
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One of the Yard's nost capable officers, Coutts, when #
at work, is practical, level=hcaded, and despite the i
fantastic cases in which he has becn involved, a fim 5
disbeliver in the "romance" of crine. To him it is Just
a Job of work, and where there is an obvious solution td
a case, Coutts is not one to go delving below the surface
in search of anything morc subtle. Consequently he has
often picked on the wrong man in a nurder casc, and Dlake,
with his more imaginative outlook, has had to help him i«
cut and put him firmly but gently on the right track @
This has happened many times, bDut Coutts still gets bhe=
wilderced at the speed of Dlake's thinking and strategy, !
and often poch-poohs Dlake's morc "fantastic" theories.’
"You suffer from too mich imagination," he says. b

When conducting a routine investigation, +though ,
Coutts is at his best. His famous black offiecial note
book 1is much in evidence. He lets his victins know /fif
straightaway that he is the man in authority. ZIcrhaps he "/
enjoys "throwing his weight about", but he has found that
this technique gets results. The aggressive, brusque
attitude, with its +touch of sarcasm, the obscrvant eyes
and stern mouth, give his listcners the inmediate Lipres-
sion that here is a man who won't be trifled with. Habite
ual criminals especially have learnt to fear him. Dut his
attitude is often relaxed when he deals with woman and
others deserving of syrmathy, for he is a gem:inely kindly
man, and there are tines when hc hates his duty.

Like all police officers, he is an expert on oars
and tyre-tracks. Again, he often uses "narks", but despises
them at the same time. And of his personal courage, there =
is no douht.

The various portraits, notably Eric Parker's and pens
pictures of Coutts, give an easily recognisable picture
of him. The first thing that strikes you about him is
his bulk. Perhaps an inch less tall than Blake, he 1is
much broader, with wide heavy shoulders anid a well-padded
chest and abdomen. Where Dloke weighs around thirteen
stone, Coutts is nearer f'ourtecn. He has often bheen
described as wearing o hard felt hat ( in which, rumour
has it, he eats and sleeps too ) at an aggressive angle
and a "double=breasted bluc rcefer Jacket which scenis on
the point of bursting at the seans op usual." (Gwyn Lvans).

ey
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The next nmnost noticeable feature is his brick-red corplexw-
ion and his %bristling red noustache. Differcnt authors
have describcd that noustache in differoent ways  —ww-
"oristling", "scruffy", "strag:;ling", and even "toothbrush®,
but all are agreed that it is "sandy", "red", or "ginger".
Very probably the attitude of +that moustache varics with
the progress of a case, acting as a kind of barometer!
For the rest of his face, he has a heavy, bulldoggish -
chin, which is often bristly with razor-defying stubble ,
Tho colour of his eyes has been given by Rebert Murray as
"pale blue", and Gwyn Evars has crcdited him with ‘“promin e
ent ears'. His hair is short and bristly, rcd now turring
grey.

His Christian name is a source of nystery. The only
author who scems to have mentioned it is Gwyn Evans, and
he has ziven it variously as "William", George", and even
"Charlic". In any casc, it scems only natural that sucha
plain John Dullish character should have a good plain nane
of this type. "George", in ry opinion, suits hin hest.

Sexton Dlake and Georze Coutts often arsue about the
merits of different tobaccos. They scem to sce cyc~toweye
only about Dlake's choice cigars, to which Coutts absente
mindedly helps himself while chatting in the consulting
room. For thc rest:

"Have a pipe of 'bacca, Coutts?"

The inspector laughed. "Not rmch.

I had a pipe of your 'baceca onece,

Blake, and once is enough. ¥ can

gmoke anything from brown paper

to cut plug, but that stuff is only

suitable for drain testing."
(Anthony Skene)

Coutts'! favourite smoke is indeed a good cicarJdut he
seems incapable of choosing a decent brand for his everyday
smoking. He once offiered Dlake one === but Dlake refused
gently, saying he had Just loaded his pipe. "Couttattaste
in cigare was notorious --- very long, very ycllow, very evil
amelling. "

(Robert Murray).

The Inspector, though always at variance with Tinker and
Splash Page, doesn't really nean it. They know the good
humor that lies hencath his apgressive exterior. To hear
hin reprimand Tinker for disrespect: "Not so rueh of the
'0ld man', young fellow!" or say to Splash ¥age: “You
newshounds are a blooming muisanoce!" one might get  the
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Umpression that he is surly-natured, %but hc is really the
‘wat of pals. Splash, ospecially, hows how <+o handle
him with a little adroit flattery.

In his way too, hec is fond of Mrs. Dardell, although
ho is never quite sure what to make of her.

Coutts starcd at her un@ccidedly. He knew
of her wonderful treatment of the English language,
but could never be sure whether she was putting it
on or not.

"My rank is Detective Inspector, not Defective
Suspector," he ground out. "DPleasc try to remcmber
it in future,"

"I stand collected ===~ lMr, Scoots," rcplied
Mrs. Dardell.

"Pah!" growled Coutts, and stumped past her up
the stairs.

(Robert Murray).

Howewer, there is now a firm fricendship between the two
and during the Gyyn Evans Christmas romps, Coutts <often
finds himself partnering the worthy housckeeper. It takes
n lot to get him to relax his official dignity, but when
he does, he Joins in the rcvels with a good heart.

And he'll never forget +the comfort that Mrs. Dardell
gave to his wife during the bitter period when he  was
"Suspended from Duty". A crooked colleague framed him on
n charge of accepting bribes from a night-club queen and
it took the combined efforts of Dlake, Tinker, Splash Page
and himself to prove his innocence. The full story is tald
by Gwyn Evans in U.J. No, 1519. We arc also indebted to
Gwyn for revealing in this story some previously unrccorde
vd details of Coutts' background: the Edwardian villa in
Jrixton; the neat garden, which, being a keen gardcener, he
tends himself; his pleasant homely wife, "a Shropshire lass
vhom he courted as a young constable."

He was, I belicve, first introduced to the Dlake-rcad-
ing public by Robert Murray, and his most successful port-
rayers are Murray, Evans, and Skene, He has also pppeared,
in the cases recorded by Gilbert Chester, Donald Stuart,iex
Hardinge, John G. Drandon, R,L. Hadfield, C.M. Hincks, and
vthers, but none of these has nnde any attermt at charagter-
isation.

——————
s g e

o
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Coutts is one of the veteran Yard men in Dlake lore. He
has been appearing without a break since the 1914<10 war,
and is still in harness with Dlake today.

Next amonzg Dlake!s official comradcs is Detective Ine
spector Harker, who has probably been working with him
even longer than Coutts. Dut he comes sccond $o Coutts
becausc his characterisation has bcen less detailed, and
becausc he has been described by two or three authors only,
The +two chicf authors arc Lios Jackson, who first discove
ered him, and Coutts Drisbanc (alias Reid whitley). He still
features in Jackson's stories today.

For a general picture, I can hardly irprove on Lewis
Jackson's owvn deseription, taken from U.J. No. 961,

"The faous C.I.D. nan presentced, with Dlake, an inte

eresting study din contrasts. He was a 1ittle taller
than BDlake, but of a broad squarc build. Thore was nothing
of the ascetic about Harker. He had the anpearance of a

man who lived well, who let +the cares of hils oprofession
sit lightly, and vho kept himsclf pretty fit; his eyes
sparkled good humour.

"It was obvious that he had not the grecat mental foroe
the relentless 1logic, nor the mninute observation which were
the peculiar faculties of Sexton Dlake. Dut, on the
other hand, he had traits of singulapy dete'miination, vast exe
perience, and the somewhat rare gift of sheer cormon =
sense, the combination of which ==---= with the friendly
help of Dlake =e---- had won hinm fame at the Yard.

"Edward Harker was never without his own personality,
He could ncver have been a mere satellitc or a shadow. Yet
he had a tactful way of acknowledging Dlake's mastery, and
a 1i¥Me-expressed but very real admiration for the gread
crimonologist which made the ties which bound them much
stronger than those of mere professional acquaintanceship.

"It is said that the proof of real friendship amongst
men is the ability to bo rude to one another without feay
of giving offence. Blake and Harkcr secldomn met without
the passage of goode=humoured banter."

Auoting Lewis Jackson again, this time from a presentday
story, S.B.L. 3rd Scries No.1l39s-
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"A big, bluff man with an enommous capacity for work,
the detective inspector groused continually about his long
hours and the interminable drudgery of his Job., Yet Dlake
knew as well as the Cormissioner that Harker's work was his
sole and d&oninating preoccupation, and that retirement for
him would have been Just a mnild form of creeping paralysis.

"Mhis evening, the Yard man +took his scat at the table
with undisguised gusto, and devoured a huge ncel with an app=
reciation which set Dlake's eclderly housckeeper purring
like a cat. In the opinion of Mrs., Dardell who was not
without experience, the police could be divided into two
distinct categorics which she defined as '"the new lot",
and "the old sort". The former she dismissed conterpt-
uously as being finicky, ncrvy, and not worth catering fon
The latter she enbraced, metaphorically, as being manly men
who enjoyed their victuals. The inspector was one of thesc.™

Harker is of a sheerier disposition than Coutts,but an
equally efficient officer. He is, t%too, 1less affected by
the ups and downs of a case. He is a good organiser, a
good hand=to=hand fighter, and would have nade a good arry
officer. He likes to conduct an investigation in an orderly
painstaking way, shrewdly interrogating witnesses, and ab=

ove all 1likes "facts, as opposed to theorising." He
knows well +the value of "“information reccived" fron narks
and never despises thls avenue. He has, however,an alnost

superstitious belicf in Dlake's intuition in crininal nate
ters, and once expressed a wish that Dlake should Join him
at the Yard. But he has lecarnt now that Dlake would nevep
subrnit to the irritating restrictions that crarp the office
ial detective.

It is rather a coincidence that Lewis Jackson should ,
like Gwyn Evans, be doubtful as to his protegece's Christian
Name. For while he has given it as "Edward", he also onca
described him as "Dill" Harker.

Other authors have their favourite Yard men, 'Put in
general, have not tnken much trouble over their charactere
isation. There is E.S. Brooks' Chief Inspector Lennard, &
burly, square Jawed officer, who is quick-witted, patient, &
a relentless questioner of wvitnesses. Continually at emity
with Waldo, Lennard nevertheless has a real respeet for the
Wonder Man. G.H. Tced's Dotective Inspector Thomas, astute,
syrpathetic, tactful, and like Coutts, a lover and borrower
of Dlake's cigars. Hylton Gregory's Detective Inspector Rolle
ings, a dcop-chested, sandy-complexioned man with twinkling
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blue eyes and a sreastic manncr. W], Graydon's Detective
Inspector Widgeon, a tall man with a big fair noustache =
who dislikes Dlake's "highehanded methods." And Tierre
Quiroule's Dranloey,

The newest of Dlake's friends at the Yard are Supt.
Claudius Venner and Detective=Sergecant Delford. They are
the cexclusive property of Anthony Parsons, who has portray-
ed in Vemner perhaps the most brilliantly characterised off-
icial of them all.

Venner has mnany weaknesses and nany good points. One
of his weaknessces is his love of sartorial splendour. He
never appears in public without %being well-shaved and al=-
riost disgustingly welledressed. His usual outfit is a grey
homburg hat, a Savile Row suit, glecaming Lobb shoes, and
yellow doeskin gloves. A poseur, he loves the limelight
like a stage actor, and beans broadly when he is the central
figure. Doastful, conceited, self=centred, that's Claudius
Vemner.

According to Venner, Venner is the only officer at the
Yard worth his salt. He has all the nccessary brains,
resource, and intuition. He reproves Dlake for being all
test-tubes and theory. Pacts and brains are vhat's wanted
and I've got 'enld"

When he has nade an original discovery, he likes to
demonstrate it like & conjuror producing rabbits from a hat,
basking in the adniration of his audience.

Although he professcs to despisc theories, he's always
making then, but they are usually worked out too swiftly
and loosely to be of ruch usc,. He'll work on a casc, CONw
vinced that his theory is correct, yet at the same time have
Blake tailed to see if the private detective discovers anye
thing else. And then, brazenly, he'll claim the credit far
Dlake's discoveries, adapt them to fit his own thcory, and
be convinced that it was his own idea all along. A nan,
with no sense of shame ~-< but he docosn't succeed in bluff-
ing those who know him.

His attitude is genianl, blustering, sarcastic, by turns
according to whether he vants advice, is giving it, or is
questioning people.

Tinker loves to bait him, and Mrs. Dardell can't stand
the sight of him. "'In" she says, sniffing, when announc-
ing hin to Dlake.
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Not only does he pick Sexton 3}lake's brains, but also
those of his '"handnaiden", Sctective Sergeant Delford ..
For it 1is Delfcord, that $all, shambling, scedily- dressed
man, the perfect foil for Venner, who is the Drains of
the partnership. Dut Beclford doesn't worry. He lets the
credit go. He knows his boss ~-= and his placc.

I rust hasten to balance all this with some of Venner's
good points. Let me quote Mr. Parsons:

"In spitc of his boastings and his swashbucklings, and
his bulleate-a=gate nethods generally. Superintendent Vermer
had been a stoubt friend of Sexton DBlake over many years,
and his position at the Yard enabled him to render the
private detective many services which would other-wise,
not have bcen at his disposal. Moreover, therec was a
genuine liking between the two, for in spite of his manie=
fold weaknesses in the brains department, therc was nothing
wrong with the snocports heart, While when it cane to colde
dravm pcrsonel courage, there was no one Dlake would rather
have at his back in a rough-house than Supcrintendent Claud-
ius Vemner,"

Finally, but sirmply Dbecause he is in a different Cat-
egory, we have the Chicf hinself, Sir Henry Fairfax, Corme
issioner of Police for the Metropolis,

Sir Henry is an ex-dmy nan, holds the K.C.J. and still
retains in his rather precise speech some of that accent
acquired at Sandhurst and in the Punjaub. One author has
described him as tall, another as short, but all arec agr-
eed that he is an elegant middle-aged man with a neatly cropp-
ed Vandyke beard. He also affects, sometimes, a pair of cyc-
glasses on a silken cord.

His dress is as neat and precise as his accent. He wears
a black Jacket, striped trousers and spats, and a bowler hat,
and carries an unbrella.

He is a very fussy man, with a high opinion of his own
capabilities, which are very considerable. He 1likes +to
represent the Folice Force as infallible, but the existence of
certain master crooks forces him to admit that 4t isn't.
And he knows perhaps better than anyone how much the Yard
owes to the unselfish help given by Sexton Dlake, the world's
greatest detective.

For, apart fron rare occasions, Dlake and the Yard work
together in perfect hnrmony. ihich is at it should be.
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Sc:riaf],&' in the Union Jack Libca.rg (2nd Series)

Dy  H. lauricc Bond.

The Sceond serdesof the "Union Jack Library" which ran for
nigh on thirty years, offcred many unique featurcs to i%s yeaders
young and old,and therc is no doubt that in it's heyday it was an
immensely popular weckly. It is doubtful, however, if 1fs rccord
of serials can De beaten. Seventy-five of then appeared in twenty
nine years constituting just over two per year,although there werc
periods when serials were dropped in favour of longer SextonDlake
storics or because of paper shortages ete, Serials of all types
found their way into U.Js pagces and both fanous and unknown auth-
ors contributed to then. Allan Dlair, who started the bhall xling
in 1905 vas dostined to become a prolific writer of Blake storics
but never contributed a second serial to the pages of  Sexton
Dlakes Ovn Paper. Patriotic and school yarns predominated during
the carly years of the U.J. an? it is interesting to trace the list
accorpanyinz this article, for in sc doing one can almost sce the

change in popular tastc and can obserwe how,in the cnd,the crime
story scrial came into its own.

Some of the early school yarns by Henry St. John, were, of
course, reprints and ‘ran, in one or two cascs,for very long time
hundreds of instalments in fact. Our list of titlcsz shows, hov-
ever,that serials of practiocnlly all types appearcd from time to
time. Yarns of highwaymen, pirates, covboys, soldicers, sailors,
yes, and cven airmen adorned the pares of the old U.J. and many of
those dealing with more up-to-date subjects were strangely phroph-
gtic of the future. One, in particular, "The Atori Smasher by L.
H, Robbins,which aopceared in 18924, strikes a familiar note rith
life today.

Several famous books and films wore scrialiscd too. As
far back as 1914 we find "Orders Under Seal" instalients of which
were illustrated by scencs frop the £ilim then boeiry: shovn throuph-
out the country. Robert Louis Stevenson's "Treasurce Island" , and
Rafael Sabatini's "Captain Dlood" were distinquishcd examples of
the "classic!" scrials featured,2nd in the casc.of the latter the
instalments were again illustratéd by scenes from the old silent
filel version. An ccho of the past reeently occurred in conhection
with"Captain Dlood". The actor taking the leading role,
Warren Kerrigan, dicd in Hollyw:iod ot the age of 65.

Some years later othor books, plays and filiis were serial-
ised in U.J. One, "The Four Just Men" by Edgar Wallace, becarnc
world famous. dAnother, "The Silent House" was a very successful
West End Stase Play and vas later filmed. This was by John @&,
Drandon, another author destined to become a leading chronicler
of Sexton 3lake,
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The following list shows that the U.J. scrial firnmament
was indced studded by star vriters. Zven non - U.J. and SDL
recaders will recognise such naes as Frank L. ZPackard, Gerald
Verner, Gerard Farlice (now doing mood work in the steps of the
famous "Sapper") and Marzery Allinghan, while U.Js own special
writers like George Hamilton Tecd, Gwyn Evans, Lewis Jackson,
Gilbert Chester and Anthony Skens 2ll did their share. It is
signifiicant that some of the serials contributcd by the lesser
knovn writcrs eventually found their way into the "bound vol-
urie" sphere. For example "Hercules Esq" by Gwyn Evans became
a striking success.

Cormparatively few Sexton Jlake serials werc featured,but
those which did were of a very hizh standard. George Hamilton
Teed's "The Dlack Abbott of Chenyy Tu" is still considered Dby
many to be his best work, and "The Fox of Pennyficlds" by Lewvis
Jackson was definitely outstanding., From 1918,when the scerial
version of Cceil Hayter's "In the Hands of the Ilead Hunters"
appeared, until 1927 when "The Striking Shadow, came upon the
scene, Sexton Dlake was corpletely absent from the scrial pages
of the U.J. although Tinker had onc appearance in "Tinker's Do
hood." Strance that two morc Dlake serials should imediate-
ly follow "The Striking Shadow", i.c. "The Fox of Fennyfields"
and "The Black Abbott of Cheng Tu" and then another long spell
until 1932. The next onc to appear was the faaous " The Next
Move" Jointly written by Robert Murray, Anthony Skone,G.H.Teced
and Gwyn Evans and settinz a new style in thriller serals. This
story was the last of the seventy five mentioncd and conecluded
a few wecks before the U.J, became "Detective Weekly™.

One outstanding scrial was "The Adventurc of Relph Radh
leigh, which created quite a stir in literary circles. Several
cditions of this anonymous work have appeared since 1930 when
it was published in the U.J.

There is no need to say nore, for I think our comprehon-
give list paeints a very adequate picturce of the scope and var-
iety of the great serials which used to thrill us cach weck in
the old days, and proves that the U.J. was equally fanous in
the serial field as it was in presenting us #ith the adventures
of the greatest detective of all tinme.

MORE GWYN EVANS:

"Phat dratted varmint of a telegraft boy 'ad
the cheek to demend 'is Christmas box," emolaimed
the worthy Mrs.Bardell. "Which it's & week afore
Boxing Dey - though, if I 'ad my way with the
young limbs, the way they work the bell, I'd hox
'em on the ear-'oles., Calls 'emselves civil ser-
vents. Why, & more wncivil Lot 'o .....c00cn..
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1903

1904

1904
1905
19056
1905
1906
1906
12086
1907
1907
1907
1908
1908
1908
1909
1909
1909
1912
1913
1913
1913
1914
1915
1915
1916
1916
1916
1917

1917
1918
1918
1918
1018
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1920
1920
1920
1921
1021

SERIALS IN "THE UNION JACK LIDRARY" SHECOND

!n\IES 1903-1952

The Chums of Ashbourne School ..
with the Colours .,

Captain of the Guard

The Strecets of London .o
Ned Kelly wu  wu e

Trooper and Dushranger

The Pride of IHis School oa
Spy and Conspirator .o
The Dlack 4sscgnai ia ol
The Hidden City .. ..

The Slapcrash Doys ‘i
Ching Ching at School oo
Ching Ching Abroad a
Dattle and Droeze ‘e

For IEnzlend, Home and Bc 'J.ut v
Sentenced for Life

Convict 98 .. ..

The School Against Hinm aih
Charlic Gordon's Schooldays
Dick of the Highways .. .

The Tra;cdy of the "Okl'lhuna"
Mike Lanvton's Vow

Orders Under Scal

The Bogus roliccilan o
The Disnmond Dwarfs

His Littlc Lordship ..

The Doy who wasn't wantcd

The Sea Whaif iw @

The Aristocrat of the ochﬂol

In the Hands of the Head Huntcrs
The Red Raiders .. o
A Conspiracy at Sea
The Headless Robin
The Irofeasor's Bold
Fruﬂ.Schﬂol to Sca
dead Man's Sceret
King of the Dush
The Red Daider
The Cincna Athlcte
The Four Shadows ..
Curtis of the Fifth
The Fichting Scot
The Luck of the Cup "
The «orst Housc at St. +/nls tﬁna,
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Mlan nlﬂ.ir "e
Reginald Wray «. ..
Henry 3t. John

Max Homilton ..

Cecil Hayter wig
Cecil Hayter ..
Cecll Hayter K

Singlcton Pound ..
Beverley Kent .o
e Harcourt Durrage.
E. Harcourt Burrage.
E. Haicourt Durracc.
Henry St. John. o N
Henry St. John

Allan Dlair ‘.

Henry St. John
Henry St. John
David Goodwin
Cecil Hayter ..
Cecil ilayterxr
Lewis Carlton
liark Darrcn e
Henry 3t. John

David Goodwin
David Goodwin ..
anirovr Gray and
Aribrosc Harlo.
Cecil Hayter

Maxwell Scott
Maxwell Scott
Maxwell Scott
Charles Hamilton
Mnxcvell Scott
Maxwell Scott ..
Arthur S. Hardy ..
Walter BEdwards..

Edvray Searles Drooks
Walter ZDdwards

William E. Groves ..
Edway Scarles Drocks



1922
1922
1923
1923
1924
1924
1924
1925
1926
1926
1926
1927
1927
1827
1927
1928
1928
1028
1928
1929
1929
1930
1830
1931
131
1931
1932
1932
1932
1932

The Vengeance of the Tong
Tinker's Soyhood

Treasure Island

The Wirc Devils

The Atom Snmasher

Slave Island

The HNystery of the lMarshes
Captain 3lood

A Son of the rlains

From Prisoncr to President
The Three Just llen

The Striking Shawowr

The Fox of Tennyficlds

The Dlack &Abbott of Cheng Tu
Dend Han's Dock

The Silent Housc

The Devil's Mantle

Herculcs Esq,

The Isle of Strifc

Scissors Cut Paper

The Scevan Slecpors -
The adventurces »f Ialph Qmshled
The Oroocked Dillet

Chains of Pate

The Blue Envelope Iystery
Death on the Adr

The Liives Detwoen

Mive Dead Men

The Gyrth Chelice lystery
The Next lMove

h

L

G.IH. Teed ‘e

L. L. Stcvenson .o
Frank L. Packard .. e
L.H QRobins .o
Gilbert Chester

He'do Twyman oo

Rafael Sabatini

Arthur Patterson ..
Stacey Dlake .o
Edgar Wallace

Lewis Juckscon os
G.H. Teed oy ws
Sir Arthur Quiller Couch
John G. Brandon e
Frank L. Packard .,
Gwyn Lvans .o
Stacecy Dlake

Gerard Farlie

Frencis Beeding

Anon i
Draycot M. Dell = 2
zhyllis Lewis 4l
Frank L. Packard ,,
llerman Landon -
rhyllis Lewis

Anthony Skene e i

Margery Allingham
Murray,Tced, Skéne ,,
vans.

MORE GWYN EVANS:

to yarn over old tines.

Crhistmas in a hotel, Tinker? echoed Sexton Blake.

"I trust I sam fairly progressive, but this modern, new fang-
led ides of a Yuletide st 2 West End hotel, with jogz bands
end cocktails, 1s to me disgusting.
private affsir - where there is a re-union of old friends
I'm sfraid there'll be little of
peace on earth and good will at the Hotel Stupendous, with
its cosmopolitain crew of multi-millionsires snd dyspeptie
dowagers."

Xmes 1s essentielly &




Reprinted Stories of St. Franks

by Jack Re Murtagh.

As wmsa the caso vwith many other school stories of the period,
many of the early St. Franks storics were later rcprinted, and
beliceve me they werc well werth repecating. Publishing firms
do not reprint stories that arc inferior, so the fact that
these did appear morc than once speaks for itsclf. The circle
of Nelson Lec adnirers arc gencrally of <the opinion that
"The Monster Library" contained some of the finest boys yarns
that werec cver put out by The dmalganmated Press and it
is significant that the stories appearing in this outsize
in "Libraries" werc all reprints of those originally published
in "T'he Nelson Lec Library". It scems a great pity that only
nineteen numbers of "The Monster Library" were  published.
Mr. Tom Amitage, who contributed an excellent article on
this scries in "Collectors Digest" No.l was, if hc will pardon
my corrccting him, incorrecct in his statement that the cntire
contents of all ninetcen of "The Monster Library" were later
reprinted in "The Schoolbeys Own Library". In actual fact
the first seven stories in the former opublication did not
appear again 'in thelatter, although all that is "by the way".
From my ovn collection I have compiled the list wvhich follows
these notes, and a careful study of it will show th~t, in some
cages,somc of the yarns in the originel series of the N.L.L.,
never appeared in the M.L. (sce 13 and 14). Then sonc of the
reprints in the S.0.L. contained some of the N.L.L. stories
which never appearcd in the ML, and did not contain some that
did appear thercin (sec reprints in S.0.L. from ILL. No's 13,
14, 16, 17 and 19). Truly the ways of editors are attines
somewhat very strange. Many of the original storics were cut
down considerably to cnable then to anpcar in the S.0,L. for
it will be observed that while some contained stories  from
three issucs of the N.L.L. others contained the equivalent of
fours It will also be obscrved that the numbers of the M.L.
do not follow in the same order as the N.L.Ls.

EXCITING XMASES:

Mr. Prout: Christmas, 1886, found me
in the Rocky Mountains. T had trailed ¢
grizzly bear to a narrow defile between two
rocky orags, when it suddenly turned. And at
that moment I realised my gun was Jammed. Fig-
ure the pogition yourself. What did I do?

(A Bunk! - Ed.) (56)




Monster Library Nelson Lee Schoolbaoys Nelson Lee

Library Own Library. Library
1. contained 158 to 165
24 " 170 to 177
4o " 178 to 185
5- i 187 to 194
18 H 195 to 204
6. " 205 to 212
7 " 213 to 220

8. " 221 to 228 279 contained 221 to 224

282 " 225 to 228

g A " 229 to 236 285 " 229 to 232

See Note (i) 288 " 233 to 236

10. # 240 to 249 201 " 240 to 242

Sec Note (ii) 294 n 243 to 246

297 " 247 to 249

12. " 256 to 263 300 " 256 to 259

303 " 260 to 263

15, " 265 to 272 306 " 264 to 267

Sce Note (iii) 309 " 268 to 270

312 " 271 to 274

15, " 275 tc 203 315 " 275 to 279

310 " 280 to 283

14. " 8% to 290 321 " 287 to 290

Sce Note (iv) 324 " 291 to 293

16. " 204 to 303 327 " 205 to 298

330 " 299 to 301

333 " 302 to 304

17. " 304 to 311 336 " 305 to 308

339 " 309 to 311

O " 312 to 319 342 " 312 to 315

345 " 316 to 319

18. " 320 to 327 3483 " 320 to 323

See Note (v) 351 " 324 to 327

19, " 333 to 340 354 L 338 to 310

352 " 34 to 343

360 " 344 to 346

363 " 347 to 349

366 " 350 to 352

36¢ " 353 to 355

See Note (vi) 372 " 360 to 362

375 " 363 to 365

378 L 366 to 363

381 n 369 to 371

384 " 372 to 374

337 " 375 4o 377
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|
Monster Library Nelson Lice Schoolboys Nelson Lec
Library Ovm Library. Library
390 contained 370 to 380
See Note (wvii) 303 " 392, 394, 395
396 " 398 to 400
399 " 402 to 404
See Note (viii) 402 " 405 to 407
405 " 415 to 417
400 " 418 to 420
Notes:-
Ei) N.L.Ls. Nos. 237, 230 and 239 were X¥ias issucs and were not reprinted.
ii) N.L.Ls. Nos. 250 to 255 werc a series "no scrvants at St. Franks" and

werc not reprintecd.
iii) This series ran fron No.264 to No.274 in the N.L.L.
iv)  This series ran fron No.235 to No.293 in the N.L.L.
v) N.L.Ls. Nos. 320 %0 335 wore a football scrics and were not reprintcd.
vi) N.L.Ls. Nos. 356 to 350 vwiere complete storics an® were not rceprinted.
vii) N.L.Ls. Nos. 331 to 397 were all complete storics, However Nos. 392
394 and 395 appearcd together as one story in 3.0.L. No. 393.
(viii) N.L.L. 401 although onc of serics in N.L.L. did not appear in S.0.L.

In addition to the above, Nelson Lee Libraries Nos. 301 and 302 were ree-
printed as onc story in 8.0.L. No.54 and N.L.L. Nos. 306 and 303 appeared as
one story in S.0.L. No.56 .

St. Franks stories appeared in five other S.0.Ls. that can be traced,Nos
4, 120, 27, 212 and 216. It cannot definitely hc stated if all  of these
were reprints as all copies are not available to the compiler but it is Dbe=
lieved that $,0.L. No. 216 was a reprint (in a very condensed form) of the
"Schoolboy Magician" series which appearcd in N.L.Ls Nos.542 to 520 of the
old series, and it seems likely from the title that S.0.L. No.212 which oon-
tained "The Bootboy Baronet" was a reprint of "The Boothoy Baronet" series
which appeared in N.L.Ls Nos. 00, 91, 92 and 93 of the first new series. As
for Nos. 4, 27 and 120 of the S8,0.L. thc vwriter is unable to say whether or
not these were reprints, but any collector in possession of copics night be
able to advise. A very fow of the N.L. stories were reprinted in later isse
ues of the sane weckly, as follows:-

Heve you any friends who are interested in Col-
lecting. If so, do they get The Colleuctor's Digest ?
The more distributed, the more interesting +'ill heoome
the megezine!
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NeL.L. 3rd New Scrics N.L.L. First Secrics.

No.1l reprinted fron No. 112

" 2 i 1] ] 114

L 5 n it 1] 116

H 4 1 " 1 110

"5 " " " 120

L 6 it it L 122

L 7 " n it 125

n 9] 1 1] 1 14_8

] 10 it It n 149

"1 " " 150

12 # b "o15L

i - it 152

L 14‘_ it 1 155

1] 15 ] It n 154

» 16 " " " 155

" 17 1 ] f 156

" 5 ] " it 157

"o23 " " No,12 First New Series

" 24 " n ] 13 n H "
* " o5 1" " 14 n ] "

L lg 1t " n 8! n | "

It will De noticed that the first few mumbers of the First
(Original) Scries were not consceutive. This was becausc
Detective storics appeared in between the school stories.

* No. 25 of the 3rd New scries was the last N.L,L. published and
the reprint "China" scries thon running was corpleted as a serial
in "The Gem".

A scrial about St. Franks appearcd on the backs of N,L.Ls
munbered 143 to 155 in the Sccond New Scries. This was a reprint
of the storics vhich appeared in N.L.L. Nos. 21 to 25 in the PFirst
New Series. Scme of the St. Fronks storics on the “as™  of the
"Gem" were reprints from N.L.L.

Handforth, Gost Hunter in "Gem" Nos. 1399 to 140+ vas reprimted
from N.L.L. Nos. 34 and 35 of the First Nev Serics.

The Secret World starting in "Gen" No. 1405 wes reprinted fron
N.L.L. Nos. 36 to 43 of the First New Serics. The latter serics,
known as "the Northestria scrics" had a sequel in another series,
avout a return visit to Northestria. This scquel was contained in
N.L.Ls. 1656 to 170 of the Second New Series.
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Mystery Mill, starting in "Gon" No. 1432 was a reprint of N.L.L.
No. 102 (First New Series) entitled "The lystery of the Poisoned
River'.

Other serials which appecared in the "Gen" about St. Franks were
Mihite Giants of Tldorado" = "PMrcasure Isle" = "Ghost River RanchM
"The School fror Dovn Under® and "Ten Talons of Taz". It is
believed that these are all original setories, although there were
sorie with similar plots which appearcd in the N.L.L.

MORE GWYN EVANS:

colouring was & card on which were depicted three red

the following words:

"Gogh, a dressing gown!" sgaid Splash Page (who
shaded his eyes from the secintillating shot silk.

"L dressing down is what you'll get" exclaimed
Mrs.Bardell tartly. "I meant this as s surprise for
Mr.Blake.

Sexton Bleke had done many brave things in the
ocourse of his o&reer. He did another now. He strode

gallant gesture.

"A splendid present, Mrs.B." he remarked, with

& dregsing gown'.

out the strains of"

"For He's & Jolly Good Fellow!"

* * *

Atteched to the lopel of & dressing gown of riotous
robins perched insecurely on a piece of mistletoe. with

"To Mr.Blake, with the Condiments of the Seagon.

Rose is red, violets bdlue - until I'm dead, then

I'1l serve you. Yours trewly, lMartha Bardell."

hadopened the percel containing the dressing gown.) He

over to Mrs.RBardell and kissed her plump fingers with a

twinkling eyes. "I shall wear it now. I'm lost without

Deliberately he dommed that chromftio gorment end
from the minstel gallery the improvised Jazz band blared
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TWO0 NELSON LEES OF ONE HUNDRED Y5..18 aGO.

We are sure all Nelson Lec acmirers will be interested in
the following extract from "Answers to Correspondents" in "Reynolds
Miscellany" 138490. It wvas kindly passed on to us by Mr., Hugh W.
Pennell, 4, Dixon Road, South Norviood, London S.3.25.

"DRAMATICUS. = Nelson Lee is indisputably the best &
nost prolific pantomine author of the present day,
rapidity of action, and drollery of the most genuine
description arc his stock in trade, and he discloses
liberally of it at Christmas time to the delight of
thousands, both old and young. The nane of Nelson
Lee is considered by every schoolboy as a certaln
forerunner of a really funny pantoriine, and we are
delighted in heing able to announce te our Juvenile
friends that no less than five of these popular
performances will be vritten and arranged by their
old favourite at the following theatres: The City of
London, Surrey, Olympic, Astleys and Marylebone,"

Now for a strange coincidence. A few days = L had
written the above a nmurber of ancient JAnmerican boys'! papers came
into my possession. Glancing through one of them of a date in

1885, I pulled up short when this caught my eye:

"Heroes and Qutlaws of Texas. Nelson Lee's Escape!"

The article is too long to nublish in fuil but it explained
that Nelson Lee was a scout, and the adventurc related took place
in 1342. Here is a paragraph:

"Nelson Lee was the Scout who carricd the dispatched
to thd Rio DBrazos, when General Soncrville was given
cormand of the volunteer army who werc ordered to
rendezvous at San Antonio and persue tlt eneny into
Mexico".

Later it described:

"Although his revolver was crpty, Lee determined to
capture thesc rmen. His position was most desperate
Without hesitation he drcw his harmless revolver
and howic-=knife, and with onec of thesc in each hand
rushed, with a terrific yell, upon the two herders,
cutting them off fror their guns. They dropped to
knees in abject terror and screaned for mercy".

It would appear that this actual Nelson Lee had the same ex=
citing sort of time as thc fictibous onc created by Maxwell Scott
Just over fifty years latcr.

(51)



a8 YLUCK —~ Every Saturday, 1d,

tvoixr Becomnd Tong, CTomplete Hio -

7 SHRRLIES HRMHLT@N

An. Historie 8hor5

by Herbert Leckonby.

On this pag e we have been able tc reprouse <tho title
heading of an historic story, the story which gave the school  of
St. Jim's +to the world, destined to become one 3f the twoe nost
famous schools in Juvenile fiction. I%¥, "Jack Dlake of 8t. Jin's"
appeared in "Pluck" ycllow covered popular paper of the day on
Noveriber 3pd, 1906 Announcing the story the provious week the
editor wrote:

'Your second complete story will be from the pen
of Mr, Charles Hemilton, our popular school
story writc. Readors of his tale in this No,
"The Lyndale First" vill, without doubt, be more |
than pleased we have another story fron his pen
to follow sc soon,

His story for ncxt Saturday's"Pluck" will be
entitled "Jack Dlake at 8t. Jin's and I will

,- ask you to reca’l it carefully for this reason., It
P will form the first of a serics of school

{ stories vritten around Jack Dlake who I have not
the slightest doubt will specdily makec himself

| i one of the most popular characters who have ever
| appeared in "Pluck".
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well, editors' often exaggerate don't they? But I do not
suppose that cdior, in his wildest dreans, cculd visualise Jack
Dlake going strong over 30 ycars on, even if he was a little overw
shadowed by characters just a little younger.

I had the pleasure a short while ago of sending a re -
production of the beginning of "Jack Dlake of St. Jim's" %o the
man who wrote it. In a very interesting reply he said: '

'Thank you for the "Pluck™reproductions which ine
terested mec very much. I never thought I should
ever sce the first number of St. Jim's again. It
awakens a lot of old memorics. Tom lMerry had not
been thought of when it was written, neither had
Arthur Agustus D'Arcy, though the latter appeared
a few mumbers later I remember, but the cditor,
H.J. Garrish asked ne to introducc a character
somevhat on "Deau Drurmel" lines, and was modelled
on a young sub=cditor who was a sort of "“arbiter
‘elegantharum". Ton Merry did not come along till
the "Gem" canic into existence.

Forty years on - since then. Quite a lot of
things have happened in those four decades, a
couple of wars amongst other fhings! Yet, when
I looked at the pictures it all came back as fresh
as if I had written it the week Yefore last. It
was typed on a No.7 Rendington - the "visual!
Rerington was not then in existence. I was
living in London then, in those days seeming to
ne the brightest and Jolliest place on earth, and
Flect Strecet the Lrightest and jolliest spot in
it. Ve used to dash around in hanson cabs at a
great rate and feel trcnendous speed=merchants,
In those days you did really get a recal "quid"
pro quo, the days of "blest peper credit" had not
yet come. One of the carly Jack Dlake stories
in "Pluck" turned on a missing half sovereign.
They are all missing now! I had been writing
for only about 15 years or so when that story maw
the light. I remember feeling very pleased when
Garrish decided that it should be the first of &
serics which he thought would prove popular. A
Daniel come to Judgement! It did prove very
popular indecd, though it had to take second place
when 3illy Dunter came along in the "Magnet",
though Bunter was really the firstborn of the
whole happy family, for he dates actually from
1899 though he had to remain in cold storage till
the "Magnet" hapnencde.

(63)



well, I am surc that all who rcad this will vote these recollect-
jons from the naestro hinself very interesting and maybe someday  he
will tell us nmore about the Dunter of 13899,

One might nention, too, that H.J. Garrish thce editor refer -
rod to, is still with thce Amalgamated Yress, or at least he was a
year or two ago when he celcbrated his Jjubilee with the fim.

One wonders wvhat he thinks about it all, and the possibility
of Jack Dlake re-appe.ring cnce more in the year of grace 1943! -
Twelve storics of St. Jin's appcared in "Pluck" here are the details:

106. "Jack Tlske of St. Jin's  (November 10th 1906).
106. "Our Captain.

110. "The Divels" (illustrated by G.IN. Dodshon).
112  "The Swell of St. Jim's" (arrival of D'Arey).
114, "Staunch Chung of St. Jin's.

116. "Thc Milverton Match',

118 "Phe Mystcry of the House Master'.

120, "Mutiny at St. Jim's",

125. "Missinz".

125. "Misadventures of Ifarmaduke".

129. "The Reformation of Mamaduke".

132. "The shadow of a Secrct".

All these wstories, vwith the exception of No.ll0 were dillustrated
by Leonard Shields destined later to be closely associated vith " The
lagnet",

In March 1907, the "Gem" was born, for o number or two with a
non-school story, then with Tom Merry at Clavering. A short stay
there and he noved on to St. Jim's to stoy for - well, you know how lag?
Or do you? Isn't there a possibility he may STILL he found there in 1940.
However, in "Fluck" No.139, Junc 29th 1907, the following apnearcd:

Special Notice: The famous Jack 3lake, Augustus
and Figzy & Co. arc now appearing in the "Gem" price
one halfpenny every Thursday.

Ando so, they, the first of the famous characters of St. Jim's
disappearcd from the pages of "Pluck". One cannot help wondering if
the "Gem" had never Deen horn and they had continued therein,vhet-
her that yellow backed paper would have ha?l a nuch longer 1ife than it
had, or whether stories of the boys of St. Jim's would have ended long
ago only to be remembercd by those with grey in their hair. Fortunately
it didn't happen so.

WALNTED
0dd numbers of Boys Books. Plerge genf lisgts.
All letters enswered.
Henry J. H. Bartlett, Perg Hi1ll, Shipton
Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.
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Milestongs of some of the more Popular Bagfj Weekligs

1. "Thec Magnet"

No.1l published on February lst 1908 price 3d.

No.106 vas the first 1d numbe:r

No.397 saw the colour of the cover changed fromn ccerise to whitc.

No.410 the pages were increascd to 20.

No.529 the price was increascd to 1%d.

No.770 another pricc increcasc, this timc to 24, with a
change in cover illustrations, two colours being
uscd for the first tine.

No.155% saw the cover angain changed, this tine to salnon.

coloured paper.

No.1683, May 11lth 1940, finnl nuiber.

The muaber of pames varied between 16 and 28, plus covers.

No.l published on lMarch 16th 1907, 16 pp price zd. blue covers.

No.43, Fenruary 8th 1908. Last #d mmber (of this series six of

the first 10 were n-t Ton Merry stories.)

No.l published on Fenruary ..&th, 1908, 1d series. 28 pp.

No.437 Nurber of pages reduced to 16.

No. §539. Pricc increased to 11d

No..610. Pazes increcascd %o 20.

No.770. Nov, 1lth 1922. Pricc incrcascd to 2d, pages to 28
and cover illustration in two colours.

No.1557. Dec. 18th 1037. Lage size reduced to 11" x 73" number
of pages increased to 36 and cover nrinted on buff
coloured papecr.

No.1663. Deccuber 30th 1938, Final nurber.

3. ™'he Doy's Friend"

1st Series. Pricc }d. Fight Pages. Green Faper.

Noel on Jamuary 20th 1805.

No.332 on June 8th 1001. Final £d nunber

New Series Price 14,

No.1l on Junc 15th 1901. 16 pajges. Green Paper

No,575-579 = June 3th to July 13th 1212, Sorewhere between
these nmuibers Mc. Hamilton Edwnrds secmed to have
relinquished control.

No.715 on February 20th 1915, Rookwood story. Ilr. H.A. Hinton
probably took control vwith this issue.

No.887 on March 30th 1018. ZPricc increascd to 13d.

No.1119 on Noverber 18th 1922. Pricc increcased to 2d.

No,1298 on April 24th 1926. Inst of 584 Rookwood storics,

No.1385 on Deccriber 31st 1927. Finnl nuibor.
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44 “The Union Jack Library".
1st series. 3 issuc.
No.l. April 27th 1804.
No.2. 1May 4th 1894, First Sexton Dlake story.
No.494 October 10th 1©03. Last issue.
Note: After No.2 Sexton Dlake stories.appeared at
irregular intervals in this.

2nd series

No.1l October 17th 1903. Tink covers. Price 1d.

No.51 TFirst Scxton Dlake story in series.

No.53 First Tinker story "Cunning Against Skill¥,

No.100 First Pedro story "The Dog Detectivch.
Note:«~ Fror 1903 to 1914 the number of pages
varicd between 28 and 32. Detween 1914 and 1917
pages wore reduced to 20 to 28 pages.

No.,697 rages reduced to 16.

No.755 Price increased to lid

No.836 Pages increcased to 20,

No.836 Price increascd to 2d. Coloured cover introduced.
Poges increased to 24.

No.D69 Tages incrcascd to 28, Introduction of the popular
"Detective Maogazine Supplerient".

No.1523 January 29th 1033. Final nurber.

5. ™fhe Nelson Lee Library".
No.l. published Junc 12th 1915, price 1d. 56 pages 7" x 53".
No.16 Septeriber 25th. First story by I.S. Drooks "Tho Crysteal
Urn".

No.41l March 16th 1916. Pages reduccd to 4.

No.96 April 7th, 1917. Pages reduccd to 32.

No.112 August 28th 1917. Pirst St. Frank's story,

No.1l1l6 Contimous run of St. Frank's storics started.

No.141 PFebruary 16th, 1918. Tages reduced to 28,

No.147.March 30th 1018. Price incrcased to 1%d

No.228 October 10th 1919. Pages increased to 36.

No.338 Nov. 26th 1919. Pagcs increased to 44, price to 2d.
"Nippers" Magazine introduced.

No, 568 April 23rd 1026, End of "arnll" scrics.

No.l First large scrics. May lst, 1926. Sizo 6f* x 5§%
44 pages.

No.1l94 Jan.17th 1930. End of lat large scrics.

No.1 Second largc serics Fanuary 25th 1930.

No.161 Feb. 18th 1933. End of 2nd large serics.

No.,1l Third largec series. Feb. 25EBh 1933.

No.25 Aug. 12th 1933. Final muber thon analgamated with the
"Gem". All but 20 - 22 were reprints.
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The &eiscly Terror of the Grisly Marshes
an Old~tine Penny Dreadful.
By O.W.Daniel.

Our story opens in the year 1629 and the scene
is the Great West Road. 'Tis pitch daxk, and overw
head the full roon is shining down on the picture~ //
sque little village nestling in the Grisly Marshes. | K

The wind moans, for dark deeds are afoot. Pac-
ing with measured steps, fourtecen inches to each.
nizht have been seen, and probably were, two sine
ister figures, drest in slouch hats, and long cloaks.

In the hand of the lecader is a naked sword. In
the other hand he carries an undresscd pistol, whilst
clenched Detween his teeth is a nude dagger. Thoy
hault heneath the shadow of a clup of raspberry
canes, and are speaking.

"Hist!" rutters the first. \

"Hist!" replies his henchrman, who bears in one
hand a brovn-paper parcel, and in the other a ships
anchor. "Doth she cone ?*

"No, she dethn't,"

"Iwere the time. Hist] " -

Slovly, with solern majesty, the church clock

booms forth the hour. The henchnan grabs a handful
of rocks and places one covn in front of him as each

-

stroke dies on the air. As the last boorl issues he
counts them.
"Eigzhteen. Nine ofclock, double sumer tine,"

he murrmurs.

"Hist! She cometh, " says his corpanion. They
retreat into the deep shadows. "Speak not," cont-
imies the leader, "or she may spot us," and throwing
his sword to the ground, draws forth a cigar and lizhts
it with a match.

Blithesomely adovm the road advances a fair blithe-
some rmaid, singing a blithesone nadrigal. 'Tis an old
folk-song, so dear to our forcfathers. §Shall we pausc
and listen? Yes. Well, come over here.

The swect words corie in charmiing cadences fror. her
rose~bud lips.
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il all zot drunk last Suniay,
Had a ripc riperoaring tir 12,
de fou tht the copper

and knocked hin flat,
Punched hinm on the bake,

an? left hin on the nat,
The heak next morning said,

'You shouldn't do thot,
Tho! you may get drunk on Sunday,."

How little <drecomed this maid of the avful doon
awaiting her. Well for her vould it have been had
she heeded her father's bchest, crc sho quitted the
Towers that afterncon.

"where be going, slut? "™ he had asked, as he sat
by the fire with his fect on the nmantelpicce.

"Knov: thee not that I have a Aate at the pictures,
Pop?" she had answercd, with a blush.

Her father rcached for the poker. "Dang the
urcs! Go feed the svwine," he had romnrked.

The maiden Hlushed once nore. "Go feed the Arty sw
or = pigs yourself," shc had roplied, Mutifully,as she
skippel fro: the roon, Just missing her father's blcsse
in{_ﬁo

Her pop surveyed the damaged wall.
the decorator," he rmrrmred, glocmdly.

Ah ric! Ah 7ou! 4Ah Doth of us! Sc, all unwittingly
she aventurcd to her fate « « « » o .

Pict -

"Another Job for

"Is the lugzer ready?'  whispered the henchma ne
"Yea., 'Tis nwored on the banks of the Yeo."
"Yo, Ho, Ho, and & bottle of rua, "euoth the

nan, snacking his lips. And right well Jddd vhey descrve
gmacking, for allowing such words to asas.

The nmaiden approacheth; and then, vith cne wild
bound the villain has her in his grip. Ha, ha! he
crics, "At last I have thee, Gertrude May Butter-
burp heiress of Yatton Towers."

Does the mnniden shrink? Dees she turn palce?
she sheke? Not 'alf she doesn't.

Wilell mayst thou tremble, for
continuecs the vile scoundrel."

"No, no! A thousand times nol"

"I have said yes, an? thou knowest me to be a man of
ry vord."

Does

thou shalt Dbe rine.Y

Bleke, write to H.M.Zond, 10 Erw Wen,

|
! For cll netters concerning sSexton
| Rhiwbines, Cardiff.
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"I know thee not. Thou art a perfeect stranger
to me, Cuthbort Fitz-Albert Vavasour Claud Fitzffitz
base userper to the carldon of Toad-in-the-Hole."

"She knows ric not, but still she shall be mine"
rutters he. He takes the dagger from between his teeth.

The naid shrinks.

He replaces it.

The naid unshrinks.

what wild thoughts run through the mnind of this
fair girl, Just versing into wonanhood? Never more
will she see her native Alleghany nountains, never
nore roan the steep slopes of the Catskills, or climb
precipitous crags of Slippin-in-the«lud, and Wapping
0l1d Stairs. All is lost, with none to help, Frail,
timid, defenceless, she steps forward in a supplicat-
ing way, and lands the villain one on the snitch that
nakes hin sce double.

UTake that, you rat-faced son of a weasel! " she
plcaded. "'Tis not ruch but you can have sone nore
from the same bucket, if you wish, "she concludes,
sobbingly.

She has touched Cuthbert on his tenderest spot.
He holds his nose, and tcars run from his cyes.

"Marry me," he begs, "an' thou shalt be rich.
Twenty=-two feet beneath riy castle moat lies a sack
of golden guincas. Wed me and they shalt be yours.!

"Hope revives in thc maiden's hecart. "How big is
the sack? she asks.

"!Tis one I ‘swiped from the coalman:"

The naiden falls in his ams. "This is what I
have been waiting for, I an thine."

But at this nonent cones a sibilant voice. 'Tis
that of the henchman, a Spaniard, named Rudolpho.

"Say Doss," he observed, speaking in his native
tongue, and poking his ahchor into the ribs of Cuth-
bert. "hat's dis -« Ain't we going to pinch the skirt?
Tl'ought we was going to ransom her for a t'ousand grand!

That double=dyed villain, Fitzffitz, pauses. An
idea strikes him, another, he sces a third one coring
and dodges it, then staggering back he pushes the
naid awvay from him. She sits wupon the ground witha
yelp that sets the near-by church bells ringing.

"1Tis well you reminded me. We will away ¢o the
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luzzer, " he rmtters Detween set teeth, and taking
a handful of the naiden's hair, he 1lifts her tende
erly to her feeot.

“"Ha, ha! he laughs, in his grin, dctestable way,

"Ha, ha! cones 4in answer, as lightly Dounding over
the eight feet hedge, Harry Stoutheart,our hero arrives
upon the scene. Without hesitation he draws his trusty
blunderbuss, and not pausing to take ain, shoots the
villain through the heart.

The coward turns pale. "Phis is %oo rmch," he
eries. Iec had never heen treated in this way before,
and it hurt his diznity. "'Sdeath! hec hisses, and
blinded with rage, runs his sword through the nearcst
Person.

"Go casy bo," gz asps Rudolpho. “Anoder one liko
dat, an' you'll put ne out for kecps."

"Sorry, ry nistake," apologises Cuthbert,and tmns
{ to our herc. The hottle that ensucd defies deserint-
| ion, so we will not describe it. Suffice to say Rudolpho
picked up sne or two bullets wherc they did mest good,
{ whilst Fitzffitz reccived two fatal wounds, which in the
|' excitenent of the noment he did not notice. As for our
hero, he fired round after round without stopping to roe
. load. Dullets rained around hinm, but he flicked then
asidec contermpiosly. How lonz the fight would have raged
wc do not know. Harry had just pauscd to lizht a cigarw
i otte, when a blecodecurdling shrick rcent the air. Four
pairs of eycs turned in the samc dircetion.

There, scated cross-legied upon the hedse was a
skeleton. Grech light shone from its e¢yes, and it had
quite a boney appcarance. Slovly it descended, and
advanced in a crouching attitude, with its long ams
extended. It looked most unattractive. Then, from its
| gaping Jaws came a tonmue of scarlet fire,

With one cry, "'"Tis the Gristly Grinning Gaping
Terror of the Grisly Marshes," the (two cowardly
; sooundrels turned and fled.

Our herc and his madid also procceded on their way
There was nothing to stop for. Sonc helf ndle down the
road, they paused to 7et their breath, for they had been
walking rather fast.

"What hast thou in that parcel, Gert," asked Harry.
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EXCITING CHRISTMASES:

Herry Whorton: One year ot Monly's pleoe, we set
up on Xmes Eve to wateh for o ghost and eought o
! burgler. Next time we'll wnteh for o burgler, end
| perhops we'll cateh o ghost!
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"I knoweth not, 'Twas left by that Spanish duck,
but 'tis passing heavy, an! nethinks I'1ll take a peek!
To pull out her Dowie, and cut the string, was but
the work of a moment.

The paper unrolled, and they started back. A heap
of guineas was revealed to thelr astonished eycs.

"Come, ry lass, let us go," eaid tho nan., They pro-
ceeded. "iilt marry me?" he asked.

The girl turncd pink.

"This roney will pay off the mortage on ry farm."

The girl turned red.

"An' thou shalt help feed my pigs," he concluded,
persuasively.,

The girl turned blue.

Cane they to the bridge spanning the mighty river Yco.
Go not near, the parapet is broken," warned our hero.

A ship was floating towards them on the tide.

"ITis Cuthbert's 1lugper, an'!'twould be & good
deed to sink tho foul ship, =said she, wvirtuously.

"A right worthy dced," he agrecd, and stooped to
shift a loose granite block.

It was a great height, and the mnaid drew back
nervously. "'cll ne when it is beneath, she said
looking with adniration at her handsone, stalvart,
lover, and then at the paroel et her feet. There was
love=light in her eyes,

"Now," said Harry, balancing the stone upon the
brink. It was a parlous business. DBut a slight touch
was needed to send him hurtling to the depths beneath.
She lifted her foot, and supplied the nced. There cane
a crash as two heavy weights struck the deck below.

She pecred over, "Me, feced pigs, forsooth, " she
sniffed.

Far below, a fow bubbles marked the spot, wherc a
nenent before a gallant vessel had floated.

She turned, and lifting the parcel tc her shoulder
gally wended her solitary way homeward.

ERIC FAYNE -~ The Modern School, Surbiton:

Will pay top prices for Magnets and Gems,
between 1907 and 193%0.

Also wented: Populars, Dreadnoughts, School
and Sport, Early Girls' Papers, etc. and Boys'
Friends.
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. The eﬁb@ful Murder Zase

by -Jack Cook.

A short intecresting tnle of Nelson Lee and Nipper.

e T

"Here's the spot, guwnor," said MNipper breezily...
Jtone Lodge is an eeric cld place - Jjust as Detcetive Inspector
Lennar’ said. If a rmrder hadn't alrcady beoen done here Itd
say it was the ileal placc.

"Unfortunately young un a rmrder has been cormitted,"
sald Nelson Lec dryly." Ah - thore's Lennard at  the French
rindows = perhaps we can cautiously nake our way through the
shrubbery without disturbing any foorprints."

"Righto, guvnor," noclled Nipper. "I say, isn't this
soil soft? Just right for footprints."

The farnous detective and his younz assistant reached
the Prench windows to De greeted by their old friend, Det.
Inspector Lennard whe had been vith them on nany cases.

"I'11 show you the hody of Sir Henry Patton," said
Lennard. "Here, through the vindow = not a pretty sight."

"Stay outside, Nipper," saif Lec bricfly as he knecled
beside the hody.

Lee observed that the bullet had ontered the braing
death must have Theen instantancous. He toock in the froments
of pglass lying: heside the body. He looked up at the broken

window and frowned. His pgaze wandered around the roeom.
Scmething scened to be worrying the dutective.
"Wipper! " he ealled through the open vindow. "Search

near the winlowr and let e know vhat you find."

"I've already lonked, sir," replicd Nipper. "There's
the irprint of sizc nine shoe - a hit ragsed at the edgel
should say. Something to go on, eh?"

"he best of clues have a habit of going wrong ,"
murrured Lecs

"Got on to sonething, Lee? " Inspcctor Lennard was
cager, anticipating.

"Wait a while, Lemnard," sail Lee amocthly. "First,
I'11 intervicw Sir Henry's staff - vho are they, by the —y?"

"His aged butler, Mannering," said Lemnard. "A house =
keeper nacd Mrs. Fawcett, and his ncphew Jancs Archer who is a2
regular visitor to the housc. I lcarned from Mrs. Prweett
that Archer and Sir Henry hadl 2 bitter quarrel last night.
It was Moannerins who Aiscoverel the body this norning.™®

"Didn't the sound of +the shot awnken ‘cither of them 2
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"They say they never heard a sound," said Lennard.
"Here comes old Mammering now. Illannering, Ir. Lee wants
to talk with you."

that sounds did you hear during the nizht?" asked
Lee of Mannering.

"I never heard a thing, sir! " panted the old man
"And I'm a very light sleeper."

"I too am a light slceper," put in a quioct voice
fron the doorway.

"I supposc you're Mrs. PFawcett?" queried Lee of
the tall, dark wonan. "And you say you heard nothing?"

"I'm a mnost meticulcus person, sir," frowned the
housekeeper. "And if I'd heard any strange noise I would
have zot up t» find out. Now if you had asked ne about
the scene between 8Sir Henry and that fellow, Archer "

"I alrcady know of that,¥ said Lee. I'll call you
when you're necded."

"Wery well, sir," murmured Mrs. Fawcett, and she
glided from the roon.

"Don't 1like the women! snapped Lennard. "There's
something about her -."

"Officers of the Law shouldn't allow personal fecl-
ings to influcencc then," Lee rominded him. "Both, Archer and
Mannering arc canable of rurder - why,what'!s wrong,Mannering?"

"It - its nothinz, sir," rmurmured the old butler.

Lee shot the o0ld man a kecn glancc. Out of +the
gorner of his eye he too had seen the watcher at the window.

"Let me o, hang youl" the voice from outside
was vitrant with fear, The next mnimute a police officer
who had been patrolling the house came in by the vindovs
A slim young rnian was held firmly in his grasp.

"Prowling around he was, sir," growled the police
ma-n.

"ihat!s going on here?™ demanded the young nan,
I'M James Archer and -~ " his voice trailed away as he
caught sight of the still figure near the vwindow.

"Your uncle has been murdercd, Archer," Lee told
him. "What can you tcll us about it?"

"Nothing = nothing ! " panted Archer. "I was here
lagt night and we ~ we had words - I came back to apologise
- you = you don't think I killed him °"

No, sarcher, you didn't kill your unclec," said Lee.
"But I fancy I know who did | "
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"Lee ! You know the nuricrer ?" gasped Lennard,

"Not 1long ago," said Lee, "Nipper anl I cane
across the soft garden and the footprints of size nine
shoes led up to the vindov - yes, yours, Jrcher - but
no prints led away. and I supposc you're in the habit of
coning and toingz that way?"

"That's right, sir'® sasped Janes Archer, "Dut yau
know how it is after a quarrel ? You're mixed up and so
I didn't zo out that way but hy the front Jdoor - to give
myself the pleasurc of banzing the Asor Lehind ne."

"Not the action of a rmrdercr," sniled ZLec. "If
you had killed your uncle you would have left din a hurry
and by the wind>w so as mot to meet anyone. No, our
murdlerer was a very precisc person - cunning; too! "

"hat do you rican, guvnor 2" said Nipper fron the
window. What clues have we missed ? The bullet was
fired from outside -~ seco, the frasments of 7lass are
lyinz inside the roon. If the bullet had heen fired
from insidethen the zlass would Le 1lying here sn the
yath.

"Wot unless the broken picces hal Dbeen carcfully
swept up ond deposited insile the room," said Lec grimly.
"I noticed the faint marks of a2 hanrush on the path
this was done to give the irpression that Sir Henry had
been shot from outsidc. Qur cercful rurderer was  %oo
careful -« cven placed the broken frognents beside  the
body in a ncat pile. A genuino shot woulcd have scatterod
the frazents all cver the room, and its nore than possible
that some would have dropped cutsidc. As you know there vas
none. A silencer was used which accounts for ne -.ounds being
heard. If Sir Henry did sce the killer he only saw soncone
he already knew and so ma’c no outecry. This porson had a
motive of revénge = investigzations will prove they were try=
ing to cut everyone elsc out of Sir Hoenry's will. No dsubt
Archer cones in for the Mulk = hence the Jealousy and conde-
eavour tc incriminate Archer. With Archer out of the way I

have no doubt the contents of the will would have hHecn shored

by Mannerinz and Mrs. Fawcctt — you'd better stop. her,there
she goes, bag in hand. I think you'll find she's the guilty’
one. Mannering is slightly deaf, so he wouldn'ts hear the
sound of Lreaking glass. Catch hor before she mekes hor ged
away." '
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An H,él:ou.:\aln.& Aduventure

by Jack Corbett.

About late February, my wife and I were discussing the
holiday plans for July, and were sitting around a meagre lump of
sulky coal on a windy snowy night when icy cold blasts seemed to
penetrate through all sorts of unexpected places.

After looking over a guide book of Broadstairs, we fine
ally made up our minds to visit +this old and fascinating place ,
influenced to a large degree by the fact that between there and
Ramsgate much of the "Greyfriars" scenery was suggested to Mr. Frank
Righards - it's famous author. So plans werc laid, and now as I
write about one of the most novel and amazing happenings of my 1life,
we arc happily enjoying our holiday with blazing sunshine, ebout mid
July of this year, of course.

The cause of my writing now began one day when I aske
ed my wife 4if she would mind looking after our two kiddies while
I toured around the country lanes between DBroadstairs and Peggwell
Bay to pick up actual places, or at least places and landmarks which
made up our "Greyfriars" - gecography. Well, onc morning I wished my
family "Cheerio", and decided to take the bus into Ramsgate, and fe
there go to Peggwell Bay (this actual bay is the beal name for Pogg
Bay, so often ascociated with our dear "Greyfriars" chums).

Well +the large cream and red bus purred on into checry
Ramsgate, and I was not sorry to leave the happy but rather
noisy water front for +the bay, after walking through plcasant
Kentish scenery so like that described over years in the "Magnet",
and espying leafy lancs, the image of places such as "Ook Lanc" and
others in the storics. At last DPeggwell Bay was reached, and
quite frankly I was intrigued by the quiet and rugged cliff linc of
this part. Onc was reminded of the "Shoulder" (or what scemed tome
like it) around which the "Famous Five" had so oftcn navigated a
boat, and round the bend, from my point of vantage, a tiny cottago
rose into view, which I satisficd myself was Tom Redwing's father'!s
"hamble abode", around which many a fine yarn had been woven.

Further back from the peaceful rugged bay over grecn =
luscious pastures, I noticed some o0ld ruins +that may have ine
spired the old "Priory"; while a small densc cluster of 1leafy ,
ancient trees, bordercd by a footpath and stile, reminded =e of =
"Priardale Wood", and the old stilc where many a Remove man had
sat at case on half-holidays. I went on and reached a delighte
ful small cafe where my appetite, healthily increased by +the rioch
sea air, was adequatcly dealt with.
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Leaning back in one of the very comfortable wicker
chairs 1 cormenced a carefrece smoke, and idly rccalled "Grey-
friars! stories and characters at random, through the lazy

coils of tobacco snoke.

Casually loocking round the small rocm, now practicale
1y unoccupied, ny eyes beheld a gentleman, who had recently enter -
ed, sitting in a little corner seat =2t the end of the room. He
was fairly tall and very angular, with a suggestion of what we now
call "side-boards", and had a thin but not unkind. mouth. As
is often the casc, ny goze seemed to make itself felt on the
stranger, and lowering his cup to the table, he turned and nmet
ny gaze with his. Suddenly I realised, if ecwver the casc of
a double was apparent - here it was to be surc ! My scnses
secmed to burn with the rcalisation +that here was alnost the
double of Mi» Quelch = yes, Mr. Quelch of "Greyfriars", sitting
in a small cafe, around where only that very morning I had bcen
living in the imaginery world of the famous old Kentish schooll

Well, fellow reader, with a quick sense of tact, 1
gave the gentleman a half smile, and felt warmed d4in heart +to
have it returned in polite fashion, after which he pulled out
a small bock from his pocket and commenced to pglance through the
neatly bound volume. Sipping my coffee, ny ¢aze settled on thet

gentleman once more. Ycs, even to the buttexrfly collar, qgyict
dress and neat shoes, the impression of Mr. Quelch (as portrayed
by Mr. Chavman) seemed to relive in the flesh. Possibly my

imprescion was colourcd by the fact thet only a few  seconds
before I had been thinking deeply of the Remove Master, Just

prior to ny catching sight of +this rather angular gentlenan,

Again, as though the stranger felt my mental concentration on
him, hc met ny ¢yes, as the little Dook lay open before him.

Obviously he had been wvery conscious of my attention on him,

and o fecling of wvexation came over me for having caused any onc
disconfort or embarrassment. Feeling bound to offer scnme
apclogy, but not %being able +o disclose the truth of nmy bo=
haviour, I quickly stepped from my teble and approached the
corner seat, "Excuse me", I said rather quictly, ™ut I aom
gorry if -~ cr = I appear to have stared rudely at you, but me=- ",

then came that dreadful pause. I stood awkwordly resting one hand
on the little round table, and then contimied:= "you = er - see, I
thought you were someone with whom I was acquainted some years 230
in my home tovm = I an sorry, only = well, I was deeply impressed
by thc likeness. Pleasc accept my apologics".  Sharply I  turned
to go and resune ny seat, catching my foobt in the table leg, as
I did so = making a loud clatter, which only added to ny discome
fort,
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Just then, however, I fclt a light %Souch on ny o,
angd turned to find that IMr. (uelch's "double! had leanced forward,
and was half smiling in a genuinc, yet dry kinc of mnanncr at ne,
and fecling rmuch casicr inndind, T sat on a chair fzc'apg the
tall gentlenan. Putting his little book avay he spoke, PProy,
do not object to ny speaking; but I feecl cxtremely interested in
what has occurrcd: onc #oes not meet doubles cvery day, and I
should be riost chamied to hear a 1little more if you would care %o
tell ne." Well, if I had not seen this person, and only
heard the voice, the impression of Mr. (Quelch would have cone to
riy riind with startling rcalism; never would I have belicved that in
specch and looks was there a likelihood of actually meeting " Mr .
Quelch"; the kind, dry, yct rasp like voice, the genuine politeness
the precise, yct unaffected voice, were all startlingly apparent.

Alnost in a whirl, I faced ny partner, agovad,  sas
calmly as I could:= "Well, sir, it is not rcally a double  ii-“the
true neaning of life, but you see, to ny nind, a well known charace
ter in a favouritework or scrics of stories, over vhich I an inten-
sely enthusiastic". I added rather hastily ="quitc a noble, and =~
and noteworthy character, I assurec yout'. I left off a litile short-
ly, and noted a glean of intercst and mild aruscment in those bright
penetrating eyes, and sat more casily in ny chair as I experienced a
feeling of calm, doubtless inspired by the like attitude ol Mr.Quelch
The sharp, yet kind voicc continued #*Quite remarkable, 1y dear sir,
may I enquire as to the naturc anid vocation of this personage?"....
"Well", I replied, now really keen to discuss ny favourite "“nz'c .
"He was a nuch liked, yet, cr -« , rather scverc, yct quite - 0 = I
should say very popular school master in those grand stories of''Grey
friars" School supposedly situated arcund herc *a Kent".

Now quite frankly, I had cxpected a possibly surprised, if
not keenly interested expression to dawn on the face before ne, but
only a rore pleasant smile than ever 1it up the rather knarled,
clderly face = a sort of look as though he "knew all about it"style
There was a pausc = then I rcceived the unexpectcd question "Which
nmaster at '"Greyfriars" docs ry appearance renind you cf then'.
"At Greyfriars" ! ! - why the gentleman spoke as if he hinself were
well schooled in this Mecca of such establishments, but I answered
quickly and ecgeriy; "Why, Mr. Quelch". The "double®" then leaned
forward and drurmed his fingers on the amm of his chair. " Well, =
well", he said, "thank you my good fellow - I truly appreciate it,
but, let mec sce -~ was not this person sometimes referred to by some
boys as being "Just a beast", but a just beast’? I just looked
words would not come. "“Then," I managed to starmer, "you « you
know "Greyfriars" very well". Really, it was hnxrdly complimentary
to tell a man that he was o "double" te someone »eferred to as "just
a beast, but n Jugt beast". My face cvidently showed mental diste
regs, for ry companion scened to read ny riind. YCome, corie he said



mYeassuringly, oikl iem uniy ny mancur, I fully understand your means
ing". 'StilL', he went on with that sharp dry laugh, "from a school
boy it is to be sure a cofpliment. After all, beoyz are candid, if not
exactly grarmatical in their obscrvations.

I laughed too, then, and really, fellew rcader, I felt quite
at home by now; it scened that “the ice was broken", "Would you have
another coffce with me, gir?® I asked, and receiving a plecasant nod,
called the girl, ho ultimately brought two steaning cups of  that
savoury smeliing lLeverage, and vith a rusical "elink" set $hen befoare
USe

MPell e, I said, "what is your knowledge of Mr. Richard! s
storics, and are wvou, %00, an enthusiast?? My friend nodded erphat-
ically = "I an, indeed, sir%, he said, "Nothing has ever been writte
en like these storics, and I am confident nothing wver will be."There
is no doubt", he went on, "rnot a shadow of doubt that the author is
a man of great understanding, and quite a storehouse of boys viays &
customs, tut it is singular “hat wvhile this is a fact, he never was
blessed with sons of his owii = very singular, my dear sir, but never
the less truec%. I nodded assant; all this I knew and more, but to
find not only a "double" froi F.R's. nany stories, but alsc to learn
that he was a keen "Bunter" fan was amazing! “I suppose you have resd
quite a lot about Mr. Richards?”, I queried, angd in answer, ny corpe
anion produced a recent copy of the “Story Paper Collector", togeth-
er with a "Collectors Diyest. T could only stare dumbfoundcdly. ...
"Good heavens’, I said ab lash, Wiais really is an cventful day for
me, sir. By tic way," I adied, voying with the two little books ,
Wiay I ask your ame; here is my card, sir.®  "Thank you", said ny
new found acquaintance, 4y nanme is Croft, Henry Croft, not, unfort-
unately, "qQuelch". W#c hoth loughed, and I observed that this would
have been a coincidense to be surs.

Mr. Crofi look:zd at his watch. "I an afraid, Mr. Gorbett,we
shall be outstaying ouvr weleceme”, he said, plcasantly; "but as tbday
is giving us such glcrious wealher, perhaps you would coere to stroll
along the cliffs for a while?". G adly I assented, and settling our
bills, we left the quietude o¢f the cafe and walked o the cliff path
where the pentle lapping of the sca, shirmering in the sunlight, -
blended with the rarm July day.

I explained what had brought me to this part +f the coast to
day, and told of ry very enjorable morning spent in "reconstruction'.
Walking and talking thus, we came at length to a stile, and then Mrn
Croft spoke:= "Tilie thought has Jjust occurred to me that you may like
to tekc afternoon tea with me, Mr. Corbett", he said, "it is not ny
custom to ask a comparative stranger to ny home, but under the wvery
novel circunstances = #; Here my companion tapped his pocket con =
taining the “YC.P.C." and "Digest" significnntly. "We have a bond
of fellowship I think that calls for such an invitation". "That is
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he adled, "if teca with "Quelch" has more attraction for you than for
a Renove boy", I simply roared at this good joke, and then Mr,
Croft's face took on an intent expression. "Mr.Corbett, he said ,
resting one hand on the stile, "it is only fair to tell you a cert =
ain fact, if only in return for your kind intcrest and feceling for
iIre Richards - a gentlenan whorma I uphold as a splendid author,and as
a personal friend whom I invest with the highest esteem and affect -
ion", In short, we are great, great fricends, and, of course,on leam-
ing your name, I realised, my dear sir, that you were the writer of
thoge interesting articles on his lifc and customs, which appeare 4
in Mr. Gander's and Mr. Leckenby's excellent papers, another reason
for ry wishing your corpany". My friend then turned and like a fell-
ow in a drearn, I followed hin over the stile, and, looking at hin as
he stepped out briskly along the winding path, again received the ime
pression of Mr, Quelch's familiar gait, when on his rambles a round
the school. Collecting riyself after this "bombshell" of information
I gladly acccpted, and chatting on different matters we at length arr-
ived at a littlc house by a neat garden flanked Dy a small by- pass
road; with beautiful stately trees forming a rich backazround. We
procecded up the neatly paved flower bordercd path to the haely
porch, where Mr. Croft felt for his key, and opening the door, bade
ne enter into a cosy square hall, not lavishly furnished but in neat
and good taste with a bowl of lusciocus plants set on a little white
wooden tablc. Hanging up ny coat, Mr. Croft piloted me to a door
and turning to ne, notioned ne to enter. "Phis is my study", he
said, "but I an glad, my dear sir, that I do not have lines to corre
ect tonight". We laughed, and passed into thc "den", and what a den
it wass If you can conjure up a nental picture of Mr. Quelch's study
at "Greyfriars", with its square large flat desk with drawers, down
each side, the diamond paned bockcase, the armchair across onc corner
the large screen, and, would you believe it, a morter-board lying on
a little corner shelf'! Again, seeming to rcad ny thoughts,lr.Croft
spoke, "Yes, I ar now a retired schoolmaster, but it is long since I
was at Repton, and sometimes for sentimental reasons I don ny norter
board - it makes a comfortable smnoking cap at least."

My new found friend now sat behind the desk, and I sat at
ease in the study armchair. For a zood hour we talked of "Bunter",
of old stories, of new F.R. books to come, and then Mr. Croft leancd
back in his swivel chailr and, after offering me a gigarette, spoke
very quietly. "You know", he said, "a schoolmaster secs 1life rmuch as
one sees a panorama of pictures; my hobby of boys books has been
greatly helped by ny knowledge of all types of boys, Just as you have
read, ny boys, in the "Magnet". I have taught boys similar to Skinn-
cr; boys upright and noble like Nugent and Wharton, yes, cven fat ones
like the redoubtable Bunter ~ in fact = ", Mr. Croft now smtohcd no.

(79)



closely, his eyes taking on that pentrating look "my description of
nany boys has been used by Ir. Richards for his "Greyfriars" charace
ers in nany cases; while some of my own mannerisns and habits have,
Mr. Corbett, been responsible for the Remove llastor = yes, anazing
as it is, Mr. uelch of the "Greyfriars" stories. Well, at first I
could not, sirply could not believe it, but therc was no nisteking
the quict sinccrity of Mr. Croft, and after all, what better model
could F.2. havc chosen; I asked rysclf how could this be when the
"Magnet" came out over thirty years ago. I put this to Mr. Croft,
and he sniled. "Yes, it seems strangze, but, renmember, Rome was not
built in a day, ny 2ood fellow, and considering that I am now in ny
latc sixties, I was not out of the picture when !r, RWchards, unknown
to me at the time, singled ne out for his model, but, of course, }r,
Richards is always striving after pure realism and life in his stories
and possibly several or many different people have inspired various
characteristics but I understand that - ", herc ifr. Croft laughcd in
his dry yet genuine fashion, "}r. Richards has held ne as his main
theric "in later yecers". I appreciated this interesting explanation,
and then Mr. Croft told me wonderful accounts of how he had met boys
like our "Greyfriars" chums, and after came the crovming story of,
perhaps, the "Magnets" most virile character = "The Sounder™.

"You knov", my companion said, as we smoked, "both lir.Richards
and myself knew a Boy at ny school who fitted in every way Vernon
Snith, if not in actunl looks as lir. Chapman portrays, but nany a
time and oft' have I feared for this boy's futurc - his real nane
was "Wilmott-Ley". Mr. Croft resuncd, "In sterling qualities he
abounded; in good deeds that boy did his share, but = ", here Mr,
Croft's facc assumed a very grim expression; so like Mr. Quelch
that I barely suppressed a smile; but for irpudence and cool check,
never in all my experience wos it so pronounced as in that boy, yes,
a Repton scholar, by the way." Then I said eagerly, "Was he really a
bounder in the way we used to read of, and was he -« " here I stepped
myself, being about to ask lMr. Croft alhout the "aockes" or "1little
flutters", but these questions seemed rather out of place in converse
ation with a man so like the Roemove naster. "Everything about that
lad I knew" interposed lr. Croft, "and I did catch him asnoking when
in reckless mood". Herc the speaker's countenance grew quite stern,
and I felt a little uncasy. Trying to turn matters into other channe
els I asked "Do you hear of him or other boys now, sir?" Mr. Croft
relaxed in his chair, and a polite, rather kind look, returned to his
face once more. "No", he said quietly, "At least, not from WilmotteLey,
that = that is not possible". This reply, so uncxpected, quite cone
founded ne, and a long, long pause followed. Then the Repton master
unlocked a small drawer in his desk, and drew out a newshapcr.
Scanning the pages he singled out a coluan with o DHlue pencil cross
at the side and possed it on to me. "Thank you", I said, as my
vision rested upon the follewing heading, after noting the paper
was dnted 1917.

(80)



‘?_D;SOBEYED COMMAND TO SAVE HIS COMRADES".

During a recent cncounter on the Western Front, Cpl. Wilmotte
Ley gave his life in taking single handed 2 small hill from where an
eneny nachine gun post was situated. Accurete firing had been intcnse,
and with ouf patrol now only a few in number, orders were given to
retire. Ignoring this cormand, Cpl. Wilnott=Ley crawled through long
grass and scrub to within a fow yards of the encny, and then hurled
a hand grenadec fairly on the post, killing three of the foe. He then
attacked with fixed bayonet, killing two of the gunners, and wounding
the survivor, not without susteining severe wounds himself. Hearing
the explosion his senior officer, Lt. S. Horton, rushed back towards
the hill, where he found Cpl. Wilmott=Ley who was just able to nake
known what had occurred. The surviving gumer was taken prisoner and
confirmed Ley's last words, paying tribute to his courage and daring.
Later, as a result of this brave deed, a fresh patrol occupied this
hill, cnabling our troops to makc an important adwvance into the
valley later in the day.

In silence I handed the folded paper back to Mr. Croft, and
he carefully replaced it in his littlc drawer. "Yes", he almost
whispered, "evon to the last this lad loved to defy authority. He was
his own law, but in this case, who shall dare question it - deeds
like that have given us our homes and frcedoi today". I nodded -
really words sccmed useless Jjust then.

A slight mist had rolled in from the sca, and the quiet study
was slightly dusky as if in gentle memory of that brave boy. Mr.Croft
stretched out his hand and turned on a small table larp, shedding a
gentle orange gleam over the restful room. He resumed his secat,
cupping his hands on the desk and smiled rather sadly. "A wonderful
lad" he said, adding, "Of course, do not be saddened should you rcad
of the "bounder", as you tena hin, in any "Magnets" you posscss. You
comprehend that this character was already living in "Greyfriars"
life, long before I met him at Repton. It sco happened that Wilmott=
Ley vas so like Mr. Richards' creation that I often told him of this
lad, both of us in time pictured him as the Vernon Smith we knew in
"Greyfriars" stories.

Just then came a tap at the door, and a silver haired little
lady entered and spoke in a soft countryfied voice, "Will you have tea
yet, sir, or a little - ". She saw me sitting there, and broke off in
surprise. Mr. Croft leaned back and smiled = "This is Mr. Corbett",
he said, "a fellow collector of "Magnets", and we shall be happy to
have tea for two, Mrs. Lamb, if you please". The frail oval faced
little lady gave mc a pleasant nod, "wWell, well", she said, then
beaming at her master, "That will please you Master, to be sure - tca
you shall have right away, sir, and, if I might say so, hadn't you
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better switch the fire on vith this dwrp mist about, sir, you know thanm
'orrible rheumatics do trouble you so" Mr. Croft coughed and went a
trifle pink. I had to smile at the way the motherliness of Iir. Lamb
obviously crmbarrassed my new found friend. "Yes, yes, thank you Mrs.
Lamb", he said rather hastily, and crossing to the hearth switched on
the fire.

Well, fellow recader, space does not permit .1e to describc that
pleasant tea; many questions I asked IMr. Croft, including if he knew
anyone like Dr. Locke and other characters of "Greyfriars", but he had
not, he said, met in person other folk of the "laznct"; althopgh Dr.
Locke he loved as a character, and often longed for him as his chicf,
Mr. Croft was writing history of Repton, and confidad to me that he
had from sentimental reasons made his little "den" raother like a
master's studyg

Then after looking over Mr. Croft's plain, yet pleasant cottage
hone, I left that haven of "Greyfriars" memcries, and concluded iy
visit with a strong handshake with Mr. Croft at the little cottose
gate, I walked briskly throush the misty lancs and woodland, to the
road where I reluctantly caught a bus back to Droadstairs.

Arriving at ny Qigs, I went into the lounge, where ny wife,
Madge, was busily engazed in knitting. "Listen", I said, ny voice
trembling with cxcitement, "Wonder of wonders, I have actually nct
Mr. Croft, a fellow who knows all about "Greyfriars". He is =". *ladge
looked up half smilinzly, "You are three hours later than you said
you'd be", she said briefly, her pins clicking avay. I stared at her,
then laughed out loud. Really the practical instinet of woman was
absclutely astounding! "Hun", I said, "Sorry dear, but do listen;
Mr, Croft, a man vho knows all abecut Mr. Richards, and -« ". My wife
put dovm her pins and looked at me, snilingly. "Alrizht", she said,
"but tell me in the morning, you look so tired. I'll ring for our
cups of tea before bed". Well, fricnds, I Jjust gave ny wife a long
expressive look, almost pitying, and took her advice.

In conclusion, Madge did enthuse over nmy wonderful experience
when I told her next day, and then hurled the challenge at me “Whyever,
didn't you tell me last night?" = Well, isn't that Just likc a woman,

BREGC P AYNE
The Moderm School., Surbiton.

Wil% pay top prices for Magnets and Gems between 1907 and
1930.

Also Wented: Populers, Dreadnoughts, School &nd Sport,
Eerly Girls' Pepers, Boys' Friends, ete .o
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The Hobby

by Reainald Cox. (H.R.C.)

"There's one thing - you'll never he stuck for words!" A London
theatre nagnet said to me recently. He was wrong. I have Just sat
herc for fifteen minutes Jugzling vith ny title and opening paragraph.
I continue, knowing full well that the title is a poor one, yet an
editor once told me (and this is a point of ruch doubt) 'Never mind
the title - its what follows that counts.' However, we'll see what
kind of a show I put up = and I'1ll come back to the title later.

Lord Daden-rowell, founder of scouting, maintained that a man
with a hobby was a happy and contented soul, and Prank Richoxrds
once wrote, 'I cannot uniderstand pcople who have time to kill!
a snmall observation to which all Story Taper Collectors ( when are
we going to find one word for our hobby) will reply, Neither cen
we Frank Richards.!

A boy's best friend is his nother, and the best tinme of his life
- his school days. I had two worries at school, searching &or the
lowest cormon factor, and finding enough noney for ny weekly visits
to Mrs. Chapnan. The rizht-hand section of our big side-board was ry
world, and the lady newsagent = well, she carne next to ‘'rmum!. But
about this 'world', lct's unlock its roush door, an action, I remene
her, - carricd out with rcverance. I'm getting into my stride now. I
refer to the term describing the serious cerenony - 'reverence'; you
see, my dictionary cxplains the word:- A fceling of decp respect and
esteam mingled with affection; and doesn't that sum wp our hobby ?
THE HOLOY. I play on ny humble title a bhit now for I am rcminded of
Granville Waine; I'1l zive hin no introduction - he requires none.
Waine, = I can afford to writc in familiar strain for we are fim
friends - during the coursc of our many talks, talks involving the
splendid work of Wm. H. Gander and his paper 'S.x.C.', Joseph Parks
and 'C.M.', 'C.D.', and the efforts of Herbert Leckenby and Maurice
Dond, always says 'The Hobby'. Say it quickly, or casually, and you
have to say, 'The 'obby' -~ but the sincerity's still there. It tends
to imply that there is only onc hobby =« shall I leave it at that”®

But the stained door of the 'safe' 1is open; what about the
contents? Rough idea? Of course you have. Gems; lMagnets; Union
Jacks; Marvels; ropulars; Doys' Fricends; Nelson Lees; and Realns.
Others? Fun and Fiction; Dreadnoughts; Cheerio; Nugget Weckly;
Tubby Haige; Turpin; Duffalo Bill; Robin Heod, Football Favourite;
All Sports; Nick Carter; Greyfriars Herald; rYenny Pictorial ;3 and
Young Dritain. A host of others could be ad'ed, but I'1ll repeat
rmyself saying, 'Shall I leave it at that?!
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Don't ask me how it heppened, I don't remember. Somehow the
scene changes. I'm in another world, a diffcrent world, an irpcre
fect one. How diffcrent to the one at Greyfriars, St. Jims, and
Rookwiood? A pgreat deal - a very great deal. Nelson Lee, Nipper,
and Lord Dorrinore had set ne certain examples; they were clean
and straight. Wasn't it the same with Dob Cherry & Co? Act the
goat and it was the fountain. Smoke and play cards and it was still
the fountain. In Wharton and Vernon Snith, Charles Hanilton taught
us right fron wronz; he knew his Job. The highest honour we can
place upon him is to call him the MASTER; I expect no disagrecrents

It is real 1lifc now. Working for a living, responsibilitics of
marriage, sone uncmployment, mnoney troubles, fighting for a fair
status in ones industry, war, firc-watching, bombs, and crisis. 4
puzzling real life with some teaching "Honesty is the best policy-
- after you've tried everything else." The co=cditor of this book
had the answer when he quoted of Sexton Dlake, "He acted towards
the poorest as he would the richest." If cvery mne could live up
to that ideal.......

Then one day, while ambling through an old market, I came upon
a snall pile of Nelson Lec Libraries. Chance? Well, in 1940, I
should say, 'one in a nillion'. Amnid the hustle and bustle of that
market setting, though I knew it not -« I had just Deen initiated
into THE HO3DY. Then followed my contact with 'Exchange & Mart!
Dob BDlythe, the 'Lee! cxpert, Dill Gander, Henry Stececle, Herbert
Leckenby, Maurice Dond, Alfired Horsey, and Les Vosper. I want
to add others but I've one eye on ny word=length for space is short;
John Gocher. Vin Daxendale, dJohn (Mﬁgnct) ShoNT e e s0009 ve L OWS
them much. Exchange of letters, papers., ideas, confirmations,visits
comradeship, understanding,and ny tribute to them is simple, they
are Jolly good fellows. I ran a duplicated paper called 'The Dull-
etin - some will remember it. I have hampered collectors, I have
helped therie I have worked far into the night,built up collections,
then sold them again. Old hands at 'the hobby' require no  advice
from me; I'm still in the fourth. To the newer members, and you'll
agree there are many, I'm going to say this:= Take youwrcollecting
seriously but take it slowly for there's plenty of time; =  those
'wants'! will come along. I rushed my fences - I fell., Failure is
a good teacher. Today, ry main hobby is writing, it's been hard
going but 'I am getting into print every week'; this time slowly
but surely. Over indulgence in anything is dangerous. 'Daily Mirror!
head lines for October 26th, 1946 ran:- "STAMP COLLECTING MY CURSE
SAYS A HUSDAND. Tt upset his wife. A man who annoyed his wife Dy
talking stamps at the breakfnst table and throw his breakfast to
the ceiling when she complained, later offered to pive up stamps."
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The nman lost his vife. Where? In the divorce court. I work for five
days each week. Saturday I spend tnking ocut ny fanily; Sunday is ry
day - hobby day. I stick to this routine, it's fair and works out
well; and I still have ny wife - I'm a lucky nan.

In offering ne eirht hundred words in the 'C.D. Annual' Leck !
- all things considered = has been kind. Why don't I write for C.D.
itself? Decause the chaps in the fifth and sixth arc doing a good
Job and they're stickers. I wanted to be in the ANNUAL, I'm in. It's
a privelege, I'm satisfied, and hope that you'll enjoy my chat for
it is little more. I am at the point where we cane in - floundering
for more words « therc is so much that I would like to touch wupon,
yet . . .

The Hobby is a pgreat adventure, go to it. Enjoy the receciving
of 'C.D.', this ANNUAL, give the editors a ton of suppert, and -
again to the newer meribers - no over indulgence. What I'm trying to
say is, "Don't ever consider swapping your wife for 500 'GEMS' - it
won't come off." Then having said all that, I'll shut up.

GREY FRIARS GREETINGS:

From: Pisher Terleton Fish, Esq.,
Of New York. U.S.A.

Sey, you guys, a merry greeting,
Heppy Christmas and the rest,

May your Christmas fun went beating,
May it be the very best!

Sure, you're pretty safe in betting
This child's being paid to write,
Twenty cents a line I'm getting,
ind I'm working here all night.

(The remaining 848,3A6 lines of this greet-
ing have been omitted owing to lack of space. Ed.)

* #* *

FProm: Thomas Dutton, Esq., Remove Form:

What's thet? Eh?
What did you sa&y 7
Oh, go cwey !
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The Quaintness of Me. Hdward ﬂogb

by HEDED LECKENDY.

Edward Lloyd, of course, was as‘responsible as any nan for
the expression "blood and thunder", "penny dreadfuls" etec., becon =
ing part of the English languaze. Just 100 years ago the stories
he published were in great demand. There was nothing pink about
them, they werc dovmri ht hundred per cent red blocded tales of
dreadful decds, devastation and death. It was he who demanded
from his authors "blood and then morc blood" and to those who mnade
the wood=cuts "the pictures rust show sheir eyes sticking out of
their sockets". Dut Mr. Lloyd rust, in addition, have had an
impish kind of humour, he was also a pionecr in the art of canou =
flage". Here are a few extracts from Chapter 55 of a story pub=
lished in Lloyds Tenny Weekly lMiscellany in 1844.

'With a savaze howl the ruffian who was so partial
to the knife, rushed forward, but at the instant
that he sent his foot within the cabin down cane
the cutlpss vhich Charles had prepared with such
trenenlous forecc that, umprotccted as was the
fellow's head by anything but a woollen nightcap,
the blade sunk deep into his skull and with onc
gasping groan he fell dead upon the threshhold.
Charles nearly fell over him and hefore he could
recover he vas rushed upon by the captain who,
clutching him by both amms shouted:

"Put dovm the light and take the cutlass from him
d==n hin, he's done mischief enough - vwrench it
from hind"

The other did sc, and then he made a slashing

cut at Charles heal, hut the Captain pulled hinm
on one side saying:

"Dewen it, don't kill it, it's toc snsy. We'll
riake hin walk the plank yet and he cursed to hin
Curse hin! Well, Dind his hands - yct stay a
ninute = drag hin on deck and get a plank ready,
we'll have an execution in less than a quarter of
an hour. So Steve and his knife arc settled at
last, and a d-~-=n ness he's making in ny cabin.
There's a lot of blood to come out of one follows
head",

Charles zave himsclf up for lost and he exclained:
"Villians, God sces this act and a day of cone
tribution vill come". -
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"You may talk and armse yourself by it as ruch as
you like" said the captain, "hut overboard you go
for all that. Now come on with you. Take the
cutlass and givc hin a cut or two if hc don't follow",
The Captain then took a clutch of Charlcs' neck
which very ncarly strangled him, while the other
ruffians followed, inflicting in purc vantomencss
several flesh vounds on his arms and shoulderse.
Then they rcached the deck and poor Charles cast
one anxious agoniscd glance around him, but no help
was near., He wvas alone on the wide waters, at the
mexrcy of barbarians who knew not such a heavenly
quality. Death was Defore him in all it's terrors.
He trambled viclently and onc convulsed sob came
from his throat. With a loud Jeering laugh the
Captain cricd out to his man: "Here's a jJoke! He's
zoing to blubber" but Charles cried:

"No!  You nay rurder ne as by brute force you have
conquered me, but its you who should weep for the
consequences of your crime.

A terrific strugilc follows then:

Dleeding, exhausted, terrified and confused, Charles
paused and cricd aloud: "Mercy! Morcy!

"Hurrah" shouted the Captain "the fun's beginning. I
told you so ry men. Hurrah! Go it again =« the
fun's beginning".

"And thus it ends" cricd Charles, as with

strength lent him by his madness of despair, he
seized the oaptain by tho neck, and plank and
Captain and Charles Hargrove, with once awful

plunge went dovm into the sca.

To e continmued under our ncxt.

Well, unfortunatcly I have not the next instalment so I
shall never know what becane of poor Charles. Now what do you
think would have been an appropriate title for a story like
that? "The Duccanecr's Doom"? «  "Dlood upon the Deck" ? =
"Under the Skull and Crossbones"? You wouldn't have guessed it
in the hundred years which have passed since the story wes
written for it was entitled "LOVE" or THE THREAD OF DESTINY"
a donestic romance.

Yes, of a truth, the quaint lMr. Lloyd.
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