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* * 'I'

[FROM THE EDITOR'S QHAIR: R
4 New Year &nd & New Volume ! To our readers
over the world, heelth and ha g8 and
'auz'ber:l. ! be heard less in the land.
Eo.a, try our utmost to mske i
0.1. hn here let me aincere]r
Jsent me Ghrdstmas- Gree’ 3.0 I%, has
to aelmowledga all inddvi 5; 'bu:l: I
}li Year Resolution, ‘T don't weuslly,
ththetnnn&lautofﬂa —(mthetinebeing)
I meen to smewer my corres ents within & decent. in
[tervel. This, dospite thé faot thet my-medl inorenases)
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we menaged to get the dnnuel out ty Ohristmas after
all. What en exciting race it wes. It mdde me
think of Mr.Addington-Symonds vivid description of
the l#umehing of the "C ‘on" 25 years'! ago.

I em writing this at the end of the Christmes
breek, so there hes not been time yet to receive
weny opinions, but I did get some by aid of the
'phone on Ohristmas Day, #nd 8ll were encouréging.
ne did say 'Nigh on 100 pages, instesd of 60, you'll
be broke!"  Yea. meybe we were & little reckleas,
tut we're not worrying.- s co-~wditor Maurice said
in his 'phone chat. "It's boen worth it, and we
shell heve uxperience behfnd us for next year's".
Yes, we're already thinking of next yesor's,

On Christmas Lve I had the pleasure of a ohat
on the 'phone with thet good friemd to our hobby,
Mr.R.A.Goodyeer. Said he in the course of it "I
don't kmow how you do it with that switohboard of
yours. to logk after as well.. Well, yes, life is
r:;bézei heetic g; tim;si tut if allbwork was 88 cog-
genial, - hobby wor meen, grumbling, complaints
stz’-:i.lnaa,nzouid be things of the past. Oft times
during the year I have said to myself "What on
eerth should T have dome with myself if it hadn't
been for the hobby." As it is when preparing the
mag., reoding, and replying to my correspondence,

I feel o8 ag the boys of Greyfrisrs School.
And that reminds me, I owe lir.Goodyear sm &pology.
It was he who wrote that nostelgic little poem
"Stephrmie" which appeared in the last issue, Some-
how his neame wos omitted. Sorxy,.Mr.Goodyear.

--thg, we d'og-l’t lmgw wg:gii.gw haa_b:lnths-bore for
usg - re &re g ore! 8 abow e paper
si‘i:ustiotn, but we'll get the mag. out by hook oxr by
orook. « All the seme, if ény of you cen pick up &
ream or two.of decent foolscap duplieating paper it
wornld help us & lot. -

Yours sineerely, )
ekt Ko Kol
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In sending this contribution Mr.Goodyear said
tSend it back if you don't think it good enough.'
Well, it didn't go bmgk, It's just the kind of
thing to get you telldng, especially the older
ones. : Bd.

OLD v. OLIER OLD BOY STUFF

By
R. A. H. GOOIVEAR

Whet haed you 014 Boys thet we still Older 01d
Boys hadn't? I think it was superior letterpress.

Your illustrations were no better, though some
of them could perhaps claim equality with the
clever Boys of England end Young Folks' Paper pict-
ures. You definitely lacked those gorgeous col-
oured plates which were-given swey with Brett's -
rublications. "Gratis with our next number - o
splendid coloured picture of the Lord: Mayor of -
London klllirg Wat Tyler". Next week emother grend
historicsl pioture, printed in six colouxré; wil
be presented free, entitled, 'The Congpirtey;,or.
The Death of Rizsio'". - | R e

How pessionntely I loved the perfume of the
colour-printing oils used in the production of
"Phe Boys of the Empire"! I used to plunge my fnoof
into my copy- the moment I got outside the news- -
fgent's shop snd inhele the scent rapturously be-
fore even glfncing st the truly delightful ‘illus~
trations to "The Hrster of the Sword" rnd "Fore-
cestle Tom". . 2

"Phe neme of IEIGHTON BROTHERS will be o suffi
ient gusrantee of the exeellence. of the Colour . -
Printing," srid the 'Boye of the Empire' editor. -
It wos. From this famous firm come nlso the coloun
I%rinﬁa first reproduced by the "Illustrated London

ews" .,

Where you present-dsy 0ld Boys scored wes in
the guality of the storiecs. The very old-time far-
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thing-e-liners (I doubt if they were paid even that
mich - some of them -scarcely deserved to be) some—
times wrote the baldest of uninspiring stuff, broken
into sbsurdly short peragraphs end elmost whol:l{e
lacking in descriptive power. Such 2 thing os 1
progressive development of s cherficter on the lines
of Tom Merry and Billy Bunter never occurred to
them, perhaps beceuse It was quite beyond them in
any c8se. How elated wu should heve heen had they
given us the equivalent of & Sexton Bleke or a Nel-
son Lee! They hadn't the educotion to do that, for
populer educttion wrs then in its infaney.

Of course one mast admit thet Sexton Blake was
en impossibly idenl type of privete sleuth. even
more so thoen Sherlook Holmes wns before him. The
poliee will tell you how fratnsticrlly unlike rerl-
ity were the fents which Sexton Blrke rccomplished.
The ruwbhorities would never heve rllowed him the
wide margin of letitude in privnte investigation
permitted him by his suthors. "Dick Brrton, Speo-
ial Agent" is r ludiorous exemple of the srme sort
of thing in to-dry's intermineble brondensts. Even
in boy's fiction there is room for some smount of
fret, for "truth is rlweys strrenge, stronger thon
ﬁ.otion".

Cherscter study wes an outstanding festure of
your Gem snd Mepgnet Pluck end Union Jack yarns.
Your. schoolnasters weren't just ley figures, fash-
ioned on a plen thet had served for » hundred

ears, sherply divided between samctimony snd vil-

irny. Your boys did things differently end trlked
mch more paturally thrn the stereotyped snints
end snecks of our Older 0ld Boy schools. Those were
Jjust too good or bad to be believed in.

Some of our renders will possess those very
vivid pictures in "The Blue Dwerf", mcinly nbout
Dick Turpin and packed with turnpike-rosd incid-
ents. My perfect copy of "The Blue Dwrrf" wrs mfr-
red beoeuse I couldn't resist trking out the plete

and leing them on the wells of my study rs mn
1 inspirotion to me in the composition of the mrny
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. School and adventure yarns ‘I wrote for Hendersons
and Iloyds. Whenever I felt jaded, those boldly
coloured pictures were a stimdus to me. "Bueck up,'
I said to myself, "end give the deer lads something
a8 brisk and bright ss those animsted pictures of
Dick", and the mere sight of them galvenised my
lsggard brain into fresh action.

Finrlly, I sgy we Older Old Boys had the mdvan
tage in our illustrations while {ou got the pull
in your tales. Teke as an exemple the front page
of the Boys of England =g reproduced for us in
Vol.1l, No.l0 of this Collectors' Digest. That
reveals a brilliant group of romentic movement
which could have adorned the pages of Sir Welter
Soott. Y g

"The Collectors' Digust" Subscription Rates:

Single copies 1s.1d post free. Three dopies
(on publicetion) 38.3d post free., Six-copied Fs.6d
post free. Postal Orders ‘to be mhde pnyrble to -
H.Lockemby at York, Uncrossed. :

Ldvertisement Retes:

Swell Advertisements - 1d per word (nBme &nd
address inserted free of charge). ’

800D PRICES offered for Bound Volumes of esrly Mug-
nets, also looae Magnets between 1908 and 1929.
Eric Fayne, 23, Grove Road, Surbiton.

WANTED: Aldine Publicetions, Turpins. Duvals, ete.
Tendy, 4, Nuneaton Road, Dagénhm Essex. ’

MAGNETS WANTED: Urgently, between 1922 and 1930.
Good prices paid. Hewe Megnets 1936 to 1940 for ex-
chenge. J.Corbett, 49, Glyn Fmrm Rord, Quinton, -
Birminghen. -

WANED: Sexton Blake ILibs., Union Jegks, and Det-
ective Weeklies. W.Coloombe, 256. Sowth Avemue,
Southend-on~-Sea, Essex., - :
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The Nolson Jix Golunn.

Conducted by Robert Blythe, 8},
Alpen Road, Hollowsy, London,N.T.

. It may be said that despite
the undoubted superiority of the
Nelson Lee Iibrary over ite com-
panion papers (my own opinion,
let ne sten to sdd, but I bet
it will start something), ve::%
1little seemed to be written about
it. In all the eneteur nagoeines
thet I'ye read the articles con-
oerned with the "Mngnet" ond "Gen®
appenr to be predoninant.

I'ow ell you Lee supporters,
this is your column. It exists
to snswer your queries. It is to
encoureige you cheps who have the
furtherance of St,Franks ot heart,
to 8dd your quota to that which
hea slready been written on thia
subjeot. There must be meny &
F‘bu.dding genius hiding his light
‘,under a-bushel, and it is for the
1

benefit of such great minds that
this columm has been started. Do
. faets prevent your talking the

| plunge?  Then this colum is your
enswer. Please don't think how-
ever that I am setting myself wup
ag an irrefutable euthority. Far
from 1%, but if I don't lmow the
_] emewer, I'11 £ind out somehow.




\3

You oan help me too. For years I have wondersd
how meny copies of No.l there ere in existence. In
all the 22 years thet I heve been callegting I
have kmown only two. -.Ope is.in the .British Museum,
and I have the other. OFf & certainty there are
more, but how ? - If any of you posseas, or
¥now of smybody who possesses & oopy. write &nd le¥
me ¥mow, snd the results will be published on this

age. It is not my intention to do mch other
introduce the subjéet this month, but I hope
to write sm informal sort of chat in subsequent
issues. Howevep, it depends on you. Let me hear of
intmsmg items apnd I'11l either reply persond
or thr this co . So let's be hearing -
from you. ”

(To srve time, renders should send tkséir quer-

ies direct to Mr.Blythe. Ed.) b

I WANT YOUR odd Megnets, Boye Friend Idbs:, Bresd-

a8, friars, dnmacls. 411 letters snswered
Henry J.H.Bartlett, Pens'Hill, Shipton Gorge, Brid-
port, Dorset. : '

VANTED: Eerly issues of Gem, Mngnet, Plyck, Drend-
n , etwly 1914 mmd 1915. Eric Fnyne, 23 Grove
Rond, Surbiton. ; 2

EXCHANGE: Boys Priends, Boys Hernlds, Mrxyels,

Union Jagks, 1905-1910 for Magnets 1912-15,
or 1923. Complete copies. W.H.Neote, Wenlock, Burn-

L

NELSON ILEES for exchenge. Weanted Nos.542 -to.549.
Schoolboys Own No.216, L.M.Allen, 3, Mantgomery
Drive, Sheffield. 7. - :

WANTED: Nelson Lees, Magnets. Gema.‘ Gogd_@!:i‘lit:l_.on

required. Robert Blythe, 81, Alaen Romd, Hollor
wey, London, N.7. ; S i
WANTED: The Trensure of Stntn Marin series, pubduri
ing 1936 in the Gem, alsc Schoolboy:Wwns,. ei.'-zas j

Gems Nos,1518 & 1519. C.Hollrnd-Skinner,
ton Hill; Iondon, S.W.2.
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——— More Reminiscencies from Pronk Riohrrds —
18th December, 1947.

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Meny thenlks for C D, which I think stands not
only for Collectore' Digest but for Continuous
Delactation.

I like the Editor in reminiscent ifood. 4nd Rob-
ext Whiter seems to write as well as he draws:
wiish is saying, ss Mr.Runyon would heve expressed
1t, more then somewhet! & ocouple of little errors -
for Wood read Hood, and for "five hundred" pead
"some hundreds". But whet's a smell metter of or-
thography or srithmetic between friends? Robert's

ole ig top-notch: and even a Germanmepeeking
Editor conldn't hive "declined the article”,

. Prenk Snell's contribution is like n breegy
brenth from the wide spaces of Devon. Fronk Rich-
erds blushed with modesty mmd plersure £s he roed
“z;:m?w' ofter this Combined Operstion, rend it over
fgoin.

. The Boys Reslm on the cover brought bask meny
hemories. I see thet it is dated 1910, end by that
date I hed ceased to write for the Realm, be
toa wvith Gem and Magnet. It must heve been
as_fer back as 1905, I think, thet I had o serisl
e8lled Football Fortune, in that paper, but T omn
st1ll see myself sitting in Hamilton Edwnrd's room
at the old Oarmelits House disoussing it with him,
o8 1f it were westerdsy. ™ That wng long before
Billy Bunter edorned the pnges of the Nngnet: though
our fot friend wes firgt delinented rs long ngo rs
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1898 or 1899. He was born to blmsh unsedn - thcush'
he has mnde up for it since! T emme
T told you some time ogo thrt I heve been wri
ing some Greyfrirrs stoxdes. to be ‘printed in Braillp
Since then I have been dsbbling in that asystem of
writing on the principal. that one 4is never too old
to lenrn. I hove Tound it unexpectedly ensy, tnd
crn now write it. Here is my signature in 1le:

- . . .s . s 0w . .
) . s - aw e .
. . .

This is for eye-rending. Por finger-rending,
the dots hnve to be punched out in relief on very
thick poper. With kind regnrds,

Yours sincerely,
© Prank Richords.
 x » i
Erio thé Bold | _
Deor Mr.Editor, - :

So Edwy Senrles Brooks' interest in the wold
Lec Drys" is dend, Well, well!

Personslly, from my knowledge of the Lee étor.
ies, I ean well understrnd it. I never hnd rmy in-
terest in the Iee stories to dle, rmd they nre bet-
ter forgotien. :

411 the seme, it is unkind of this writer to
thme dempen the enthusiasm of these of his readers
who reoall his Iee work with pleasure. Unkind and
ungrateful. : -

Did not the great Bard onoe comment that "When
he once attains the wtmost round, )
He then unto the ladder turms his beok,

o Gﬁgornin’g the base degrecs by whioh he did as-
en 7 .
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* Shekespeare was not thinking of Mr.Brooks, but
the thought seems applicable.

Yours truly,:
Erde 1@;;

(Long years 2z0 8 book wrs written"Erio, or
little by Eittle" It hag often been dubbed n
nemyy p book. Well, #here's nothing like that
tbout th rio we lnow, Hé gets therc quickly, too.
But I've mn ides frithful Ieeites will wont to say
something. Well, if you do, try rmd sny it rs
crisply 88 he has done. Ed.s

* * *

43, Meyfield Road,

. Ssnderstead,

Slir, Surrey.
In & recent srtiocle in the C.D. by Mr.Puckrin,
entitled "Masters of Greyfrisrs" it is a matter for
surprise that no one, so far as my lmowledge hoes,
has wyor remsrked on the "singulsr' feot that none
of the Greyfrirrs Steff aggears to be married! Are

we to asgume, then, thut they heve tnken a vow of
oeii'nnoy‘ in the monner of Ostholic Clergy? I think]
not.

Although marrisge migh'a hrve humrnigzed the
Rem.uve 4oid Drop, & turned him inte more of o Pear
¥ the Her: w1v'ea of Greyfrisrs would have
olu. tered up the scene rnd spoilt the School Story

I feel sure Mr.Hamilton would rgree with this,
md elso with the worda P’ the Gilbertirn Opere
thnt "they'd none of miasad'“l

. Yours s:lmer
Bernaxrd '

(The vererrdle Dr. ook wrs wmryried, Bernard,
but I believe he wrs the only one. Ed).

*® * *
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4, Brunswick Pork,
Deaxr Mr,Lockenby, London, S.E.5.

Mr.Weine is quite in error in stat that Gem
No.890 is omitted from my list of imitations, En-
closed is a letter whioch perheps you may kindly
print in the next numbetr of the C.D.

The story "When Billy Bunter Forgot"-in the
Holidey Annuel for 1929 is a reprint of the story
"Poor 0ld Bunter!" which first appeared in "Magnet"
No.lR0 dated March 1911.

Yours very_ sincerely,
John R. Shew,

P.S: .

" The song "Tell me, whet 1s Love" is now on Sele
Copies can be obtrined from Messrs. Ascherberg, Hop-
wood £nd Crew, Ltd., 16, Mortimer Street. London,
W.1l. The price is 2s.0d. ench - plus posgtoge, of

course. J.R.S. i
(Insertion of this letter hns been. delryed.Ed.)

WANTED: Schoolboys Own Iibs. from No.l opwerds,
especially Greyfriars. Also Triumphs, Remgers, 80
to end. Good condition essential. Please state
price. John V.Gocher. Junr., Victoris Cottage, Oon-
stitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk. 5

MALGNET COLIECTOR requires certain numbers during

the periods 1921-1923 end 1927-1929 to replace .
soiled copies snd complete volumes for binding. Tod
prices paid for good, or possibly only, fair copies.
R.H.Hunter, 12, Braybrook Street, Iondon, W,12.

WANTED: Girls Papers 1919-1940; School' Priends;
Schoolgirls Own, Schoolgirls Weeklies. Schoolgirl,
from No.140 onward; also! Schoolgirls' Own Idbs. by
Hilde Richards and Merjérie Sténton. G.Kirby, 55,
Porest Street, Bendigo, Vietoris, Australis, or
C/o Gollectors' Digest. . :

—————
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THE ANNUAL REACHED YOU BEFORE GI{RISTMILS'
HERE ' S, HOW!
—-——-—--n-l-lb-ud-—-u-o

E'_Eerbergjeckenby

Christnss just pessed was about the happiest
for me since the far off s ‘when I believed in
Sente COlems! The reason?iWell, simply that, after
months of work emd enxiety ‘the 'mnual was out end,
in the great ma%on‘w of ceses, in the hends of
subsoribers by the festiwe da{e We had won through,
Yat only just. TLet me degeribe -the closing scenes.

Ten days before Ohris¥irs I wre in despeir, It
seemed impossible to get ft out in time. Excellent
progress weg bulng mode with the typing but some
speolal. stencils, neceas for the illustrrtions
had not prrived. despite being on order for. aevernlt
weeks, ‘86, on Tuesdny, 1hth Deaember, I got to word
on .o mmbt.r of trunk crlls. I felt more content ‘when
I hrd n promige thet the stencils would be des-
pn‘bdha Jthtt evening, end.more pontented still when

1u.ﬁmmed. on the Thursdry, evening they hrd m:rived

Ou.z-aaterling friends &t the dupliceting
then got to wor¥ on the lest lep in real earnest
determined to beat the clock. ‘nd here let me pay
& well deserved tribute; Mr.iiood and his steff howve
been re#lly splendid. They hove been ns enthmsinst-
i0 fg 1f they worked on . famous dress. for the
recent RoyAl Wedding, sg Keen ng a colleotor on the
traock of the laat “M.r‘gnet to complete his colleot-
ion. '"Twes n lu dry when I strolled down the
rmoient street oslled "Stencgrte” and mrde the no-
quaintence of Mr. PhilipWood.

Well, on the Sundsy efterncon I set off on whet
hed become my grimbge, md my eyes were
gleddened Yy the aigﬁt of-a oouple of adva.nne cop-
les ‘ewaitilig me. I ren through the pa anz:l.ously,
eagerg l great feeling 8f elation

me, for it all looked so good to me 4 fow
minutes 1ater a copy was on its way to my oolleagueJ
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Meurice, sharer of all the months of work amnd worry.
Bagk home agein I examined it from cover to cover at
my leisure. There was hordly a flaw. imong those
50,000 or so words the typing errors could be counted
on the fingers, the cover weuld look fine en fny
bookstell, snd the sketchés specislly -dome for the
job had ecome out splendidly. The resding metter;
well, there wae something for everyone. Yes, verily
the first Annugl was a sucgess! .- : o

Mesmwhile the agancy wee oerrying on assembling
the pages réady for the bogkbinders on the morror.
The. envelopes were all ed =md sddressed renfdy,
the long distence ones on %op, nothing was. left to
chance.

Then, on Mondsy mornifg, I wes greeted with the
news thet £11 the copies for the United Kingdom and
Eire hnd been posted before ten. We'd won through -
at five minutes to twelve, -ns 1t were. Orme Jhrist-
Eve, en indicator on my swibchboerd btureed. I rémmed
in & plug end heard an opordtor advising "Cerdilf
celling you", then Memurice's voice with &’ diatinet
note of elation in it saying "It's srrived. It's.-
splendid, wizerd!" That was 21l thet wos neaded o™
convince me that life is not so brd after all.

On Christmas Day, he in Cardiff, I in York, st
eleven in the morming, drenk = tosst to the Anmual .
end success to "The Colleckpr's Digest" in 1948,
Would that we cowld heve o@inked the glasses to-
gether. i BEP .

And, now, maybe, I shedl heve a little' lelsure
to anawer legion of colleetor friends more prom—
ptly - wn we get going with Armmanl No.2. Yes,
I've got some copy in hand- already!

WANTED] WANTED! WANTED! . Nelson Lee/Gem seriss of
%he Cmstlion twins. Good prise peid. L.Vosper, 13,
Kinlet Roed, London, S.E.18. e

1
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More Praise for Bunter Book

THE GREAT  ATTRACTION
U 'I.es“ ogper

The Bub:elcfb. of magn.e‘his_m was 3 favourite with
my old physics master at school. "A megnet has two
poles,™ he would emphasisi. "4 North and a South".

411 that, of course, mesnt very little to me znd
the impression wrs almost nil. But when he ofme to
pointing out thst the zing thing sbout the meg-
net was its power to attract I beoame rather net-
tled. In fact I dearly whnted to get up on my hind
legs =mnd argue that there wes nothing amesing ebout
the sttreetion of the Megnet, smd thet if the lear-
ned gentlemen would deign to read the periodiesl
tut onoe he would soon se¢ meening. The book was
o cked with exoellent quality thet it couldn't
fril-to attract. It was inevitrble.

4And esll thet wes a long time &go. Now "Billy
Bunter of Greyfrisrs School®" is in our hands. It
is, virtually, the re-incarmation of "The Magnet",
end it attracts just as mach as ever it did. Billy
hasn't sltered & sorsp; The Femous Five are every
bit the same; The Bounder, Toddy, CQuelchy amd the
reat heve not chenged, nor has Fether Time thinmed
their heir or dimmed their eyes. 411, all is exnctly
ag of yore.

My desr old master never wevered on his pet sub-
jeot. "Iike poles repel, unlike polés sttract", he
would repeet dengerously when our work reflected
gur lack of concentration.

He rivas;deﬂﬂ.:1![1‘:'@’:1-\'mg“sa'-":l:"su.- :a I wes concerned "The
Megnet" en Gem" wgren't poles apert, for they
were very mach &like, &rd goodneas alone fmowa
neither repelled one sgainst the other. They were
both centres of attrretion and very mich in tune
one with the other.

"The Gem"! Will it find the same re-incarnetion
_68 "The Mrgnet" hes done! Guasy  Tom Mexxry, Moniy
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Towther, Plgey end the othérs? I believe it will.

For this I stolidly meintain - every reader of
Frank Richerds "Billy Bunter of Greyfrisrs School”
would sutometically become a purchaser of -8 volume by
Mertin Olifford. I would go even further. If a Rook-
wood work by Owen Conguest appesred on the market
the same loyel stalwerts of Charles Hemilton would
snep it up just as amextly.

The greet attrection woild be there, just the

In the meantime, 21l thet remsins to be seid,
please, Mr. Hamilton, crrry on with the goed work!

* * *

HOTE: The second Bunter Book is entitled "Billy
Bunter Banknote" and in it The Bounder hoe & prominent
pert. It is hoped to publish it in the early months
of this yerr. it Ed.

FROM THE YORKSHIFE EVENING POST
Teeds) 1oth December

OME tima ago I ve. e hme
Bunter Comes 3 Pad & 0 %, S ettt Kemiitca 0%

on mov!; adepl at aequiring tuck, ne:::;
earted men (and-) brsve K L
women b thiking Wi render’ . De Savex his master Qiclch. :
who !"‘l‘m";:’““‘ :-?i"?m '“:iﬁﬂ‘u“ﬁ’:‘.:“':., periest, ending
ald ret”  and  "Cem' ur.'l.hml' e 1"““ ﬂuu‘ :

#totiey weto Do Jouger on sale, 5 4 3
evam Lent me park nrwmbers. for e8I AVEL T’:‘?’d’ m::t‘f: g
I am giad to sunounce, thereiomii m’{, 2" Buihce (& to Y
that & volnme has just been pibli-hed g AL e Ak
Mr. Frang: Ricbarde e "Biilve Nt WA e ety
O Groptriney Seont  This Tehert la more than Bunter in
is, of course, thé “Magnet’” character, e oty tiwy W
and 1 found the 9a0Kk as alsorbing we SAESK. Thers are Tirry Wherion
107 the weekly tales were. Here in | SB CD- Oty Triars,
Termanent formi we have the essente $ background o
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JUST WILLIAM'S GHOIg
The Dedly Erpreps, 20';!1 Becembe;', 1947, related
the following:

Julian Demham, "“Just William" of the radio,
looked carefully through £ilm books, nature bocks,
books of trains .... fastened gleefully on & hook
with & fat schoolbay on the cover - "Billy Bunter
g:f EGreyd) friars School™ by Fx-ank Riohards (Skilton

8

His father said "Som'bo 's been sgoi].‘l.ni’hia
iaste with boye comies." . Julien looke

should iuﬁeglmter Bpoil my tas‘l.‘eq'" he said.
Mr wes si .

(Good for Willi=sm. Ed4.)

POR--SATE: Mngnets 1500-1£83, 94 each; Gems 1500~
1666, gd‘eaeh, Dok {Newnes) 1-80, enohy
20 oaples Buffalo Bill with two emm.al - the -
lot; Pals (1923) 1-8, 1/- esch; Rocket hsz ) 1-26,
1/-’ epoh; 50 early copies Bays "Mngezine, 6d ench;
30 Gheer Boys Cheer, eazWMs, (1911) 1/- eﬂoh,
gems 1-104, bound in 4 vo 8 65/~ each volj; MP!
nets, 1000-1200 ench; 50 copies Schoolb
Idb. 1/6 erch; 50 copies Boys Priend, 1/- eno 50
o ies Sexton Blake Lid f each; Early Pluoka 3
Union Jack Bound f1913-15} Penny Populaz-
Un:i.on Jaok, t, Gem, @ccept high.es‘b offers for
these items. 50 Nelson Lees, 50/-, Gems 500-700;
%ﬁn&t 500-700, Eﬂ"j offers. 170 oopies Blamok and
te Budget (1899-1901) 1/w each; 2 bound vols.
Boys Remlm, 1-26, 27-52, 2/h esch copy equidalents
20 ﬁa Plucks 2/~ edohs 120 Vi ds end Dreed-
novghts firet issues 2/% emoh; 1-280, 2/h each
Mﬂgmtﬂ 400—560 2/6 emoch; 50 Moat Amezing Mm‘ders
Orimes, 20/~. W.Martin, 93, Hillside, Stone-
tridge Park, Iondon, N.W.10. 'Phone Willeeden 4474/

WANTED: Family Herrlds, Bow Bells, Boys Uomies,
Stevens 3d end 64 Magazine of Fiction. A.W.Lowson,
{11 River Street, Olerkemwell, London, E.C.1.
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Poets Corner

THE TT USE
Dedicnted to Fronk Richards by Jrok Corbett

When storm clouds gether, menecing and low,
O'er restless seas of derk nnd greenish hue.
The brightness of the hesvexrs fade and go.

i swir cloud reigns over sky once blue.

Then breeks the storm with 211 Hell's smger free,
The ocean's heaving waters never still
The dvefening tumilt of the lrshing se
Where life is saved by nrught except God's Will.

Yet bravely etonds the lighthougse mid the storm, . .
4nd still it's light gleems. through the derkened sky.
Sending hope cnd making chilled hearts werm, .

0f those at sea who bravely do or die.

The golden light tells vessels where to glide,’
tnd points the way for human hand to steer.

0, noble light with lost ones you abide.
Preserving life snd banishing all fear.

4nd so when storn olouds derken earthly life.

When brightness dims, emd hope fades in the heart,
There gleams & light thet pierces through the strife,
The light of youth from which men loathe to peart.

The golden pages of those books we love,

That tell of youthful deys long, long fgo. »

They are the lighthouse given from &bove,

To steer us through dark hours when clouds &re low.

We travel on this unknown sen so vest,

Some glimpse through eyes now dimmed, the ‘Detter lﬂnd,

Exelting Herven for the golden prst,

The lighthouse of their life - to ever atamnd.
Jack Corbett.
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* Bouquets and no_Brickbats

As we go to Press eongratulations on the dmmual
are flowing in. We should not be humen if we did
not produce & few of them, chosen ata ~m. They
put us in good fettle for No.2.

* *

It is & very fine production and high oredit is
due to all collaborators, The list of boys' jourmald
is most interesting to me snd I really osmnot sece
sny omissions.

Hugh D. Fennell, London, S.E.25.

* * *

Far better than I even anticipeted. It 18 really
& splendid job ond rpart from its immediate interest
has £ greet volue ss n reference work ... I wns
smused by the "Pemny Dresdful" burlesque by C.W.Drn
iel, a grest yoom - rnd the meeting with Mr.Quelch
by deck Corbell intrigued me intensely.

Tom Mertin, Bristol. 5.

* et *
I received Annusl on Christmes Eve - quite a
lovely present. I em very plesged - so pleased thatlf

I hesten to order next yesr's at once.
Henry J.H.Bertlett, Pess Hill, Dorset.

* * +*

I sm astonished thot you oould produce so ored-
iteble a volume under present diffiocult conditions.
It 18 good from oover to cover. :

Frank Richerds. T

; ¥ x =
It 1s & source of constant amsgement to me how

you menege such & wonderful budget of hi, enter-
teining and interesting materisl. I+ must be pretty
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expensive and apert from thet it must teke wup all
your spare time. I must roally congretulete you.
P. ‘ddington-Symonds, Hehdom.
* * W

I mst congratulate you upon an excellent job
well done. There is something to appeal to every-

end o feast for the majority.

John Mederoft, Ilford.

L T

My hearticst congratulations on s Jolly %ood
piece of work. It hes certeinly come up to 11 oy
expectntions. ' :

Robert Blythe, London, N.7.

* * *

4 very fine effort. I hope it will turn out o
be an Annmual of e very herdy variety. ’
Roger M. Jenkins, Hevant.

#* * *

Excellent. & contains much velusble infortietion
and interesting articles, which I hope in the Puture
to spend some pleasant hours perusing.

John R.Shew, London, S.E.5.

* * *

Received the Annuel Christmes Bve. Vhot o thrill!
Its superb. The article on St.Jims wos good. I have
flwsys wented to hrve detrils of those stories.

W.L.Bowden, Redruth,

* * -

Congratuletions. Its ¢ fine effort end you should
be proud of it. It otme £t en opportune moment -
(Christmas Eve) and I sm in the midst of rending it.

G. Neville Weston, Kidderminster.

* * *




- ALL CORRESPONDENGE TO
- H.il.Bond, 10 Exrw Wen, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.

el =T e

THE ROUND TABIE:

I take this opportunity of extend my beat
wishes to 811 fellow Blake lovers for 1948. The past
year has, in some respects, been a rather dismal one
but at lesat we ocan sx%‘( that as far as our hobby is
concerned things have been better then ever before.
From letters received I kmow thet "Blakiana" is much
epprecisted smd fills r rether lerge gnp in the
lives of thosy of us who hrve followed the fortunes
of The Men from Brker Street for mrny yerrs. Before
I seriously stnrted collectinﬁel often yurrned to
contnet someone who thought the same of Blrke ng I
d4id and ay joy lmew no bounds when I eventuslly
became sware thet not one but , were of 2 gim-
iler mind. Well, I am now in touch with so memy
enthusiassts thet my 1life crnnot be dull. There is
no end to the discussions we cem all hold even

though they sre o "by post", rmd it is to be
hoged thet during the coming yesr we shrll get to-
gether even more snd not write to efch other

more often but slsc try to enlarge the circle of
those who follow the adventures of the most written
of charscter in English literrture.

We want to get Blke on the mop fgain. I kmow
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that the modern resder will scoff at some of the
old yarns thet we used to read amnd enjoy yesrs &ago
end an fully sware of the. fact that that lvpe of
literature is es desd as the Dodo. Wevertheless,
there IS a place to-dey for o series of stories, ©
sories of radio pleys smd/or n series .of well pro-
duced films dealing with Blnke. The Americems: hrve
rede ool use znd gocd money of Sir Arthur Comon -
DoyleTs grent detrotive,.Sherlock Holmes. Why, now
thet Yankee films rre to be tut, crmnot we lodk -
forwerd to some rerlly good Ttec films with Blrke
ng the centrrl chorncter. And look nt Dick Brrion.
The children ns well rs the grown ups drop everything
ench night ot §-45 in order to follow the rdventures
of n chrrroter who wes not oven thought of two
yutrs £go. Why not o gerivs of Blrke plrys on sim-
ilrr lines? There is no end to the possibilities
es you will rdmit cnd nlthough it sounds r bit frm-
togtic tmd probebly o bit orfnkish, we Blrke lovers
are TEE ones to put forward &ll the suggestions we
can to those who are in & poaition to use them.
Here's hoping 1948 will he a real Blake year.

"H. M. Bond.

MWENTY -FCUR VOIUMES AGAIN !

A Review of the 1947 issues of the 3.B.L.
hy H.lsurice Bond

The year just concluded hes not been what we
might call an eventful one in the history of our
favourite fictional detective, but I thought that
8 short review of the Iibrary bearing his neme dur-
ing the past twelve months might prove to be of in-
terest to meny. Probally the most important happen-
ing came in August. On the morning of the first Fri-
dey of thet month we arrived st our newsegents amd
collected our two copive of the S.B.L. Put found
thet they did not teke up so mich room in ocur pockets.
In sotusl fnot 34 prges hed been deducted from esrch
issue. Yes, foy the first time since the enrly 193('s
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we were offered & A4 page ILibreary. True, the reo-
ently edopted method of print right across the
rege came to sn end with those . t 1ssues end
onge egein we had a two column pegé, but this did
not entirely make up for the loss of those 34 peges
for the print was not mch amaller. Many, life my-
gelf, shrugged their shoulders and muittered under
thelr breath "um, Jjust another out - I atill have
my Blske ration snyway" but when we thought harder
we realised that even during the most diffiocult
periods of the lante War we were not rationed quite
so dresticelly. Fortunntely we still hewe the in—
imitable cover designs by Exie R.Prarker znd we sce
frmilor nomes of suthors so I suppose we must be
thonkful for smnll mercies tmd sympothise with our
logs fortunnte friends who love the work of Chorles
Hamilton ss we love the adventures of Sexton Blake.
Looking through my records I see that no new suthor
came to the fore in 1947. This was a pity for I
think new writers tend to relieve the monotony.
dnth Parsons agaein scored as the amthor with the
most stories, he wrote seven ocut of the twenty-four
The o0ld fsvourite Rex Hardinge who only returned to
the peges of the Iibrary in 1946 cmme second with
Pive stories. Iewls Jackson came next with four.
Gilbert Chester snd John Hunter three efch, and
Anthony Skene and VWelter Tyrer one each. The ysrm by
the last but one nsmed suthor came as rather & sur-
prise tut & very welcome one at thet. It is some
yeers since we were treated t0 one of those action-
ful yarns by the fine suthor of the Zenith series,
and% mst sgy thnt his new effort lacked none of
the zest we hrve come to associste him with. My
nn.'l,g regret wes the absenoce of the Albino. It would
be diffioult to sey what sotually wrs the best story
of the yesr, for, as the modern Bleke story goes,
they were all gquite up to steandard, wspecinrlly thos
of My.Parsons.,

We should like to heve the frenk opinionhs of
811 who got A copy of the "Anmuel". It will help us

in planning next yeer's.
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One of our youngest fellow Blake fans contributes
his first article to the peges of Blekiesna and we
think you will sgree thet it is of considerable in-
terest.

"DUPLICATION OF S.B. OHARACTERS AND BOOES"
by John Herman

In looking round for reprints of old Blake books)
one hes to be careful. liost of the suthors, e.g.
Brandon, Evens, etc., who héve chronicled Bleke's |
sdventures, have also written books desling with \
other dharccters. But some of these, ere merely re-
prints of their esrly Bleke s’tories, but since the
imalgameted Press owm the copyright of the nome Sex~
ton Blrke, the chrrreters names in them hrwe to be
jehrnged round & bit. This is ¢ frr from complete
|rvecard, end I would be grrteful to rmy render who
could ndd to this list.

Severasl of Gwyn Evens. S.B. teles hsve been re-
printed in bound book form by Messrs.Wright & Brown.
"The Clue of the Missing Link", is one of these. It
conteins two stories, both of which festure Splash
Page. It is interesting to note that the book was
dudicated to G.H.Teed, "who understsnds". This weg
probebly justified by the fret thet most of the
chereeters featured therein were invented by the
ésttuz — Dr. Huxton Rymer, Mrry Trent, Nirvrme, Lirrde
lGgrlrnte.

In this, Blske appeared ass Chester Brett, R.N,
(retired), end Tinker ss 'Ginger' Mullins. Pheir
residence wag shifted from Beker Street to Cheyne Row.

Also, Coutts wes chenged to Barker, emd Mrs.Bard-
ell, to lirs.Beale.

Blake, Tinker, Coutts and Mrs.Bardell sppesred
s the sbove, slso in "Castle Sinister' (e Teprint of
"Sinister Cestle" an eerly Evens S.B.L. book), and
in "The Cese of the Olimbin, Gorpse" (with Julius
Jones emd Sir Henry Fsiri’&xﬁ 1 of these -books,
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again, festured Splash Pege and were published by

One of Doneld ‘'g stories appesred under
the title "Dens of the Seoret Service™ by Gerald
Verner (sgain the publishers were Wright & Brown).
M.Julie and Grenite Gradt featured (both Quiroule
oharacters). Grant appefired as Michoel Desne, Blake
&g Trevor Lowe snd Tinker appesred as White, hia ]
Sacretary.

@.H.Teed's ‘"Orooks Vendetta" snd "4t the Bottom
of the Sugz" have also been duplicated (pudlishers
Oolumbine). "4t the Bo%tom of the Suez" was & re-
pr:i.nt of Fo.19, of the second series "Sexton Blake

" (later 590) entitled "The Gre&t Omel Plot
md deéels with a plot to blow up the Suez Camsl.
The book features # whole host of favourite Teed
chaxracters: Prince Menes. Wu The Bleck Eag].e,
end Guorge Mpraden Plummer (as Flesh Bready). Plum-
ber also sppefirs (with Gloria Raviass) in "Orook's
Vmﬂatta" In both bovks Blake is Gramt Rushton

and Tinker Tony.

No.638 of 5.B.L. (2nd series pub,1938) "The My-
stery of the Ice-Cream Men" Jom G. .
eppeared in book form By Wright & Brown, ", Pon—

Goes Nep™. The book was publiah.ed in 1940.
The Hon.R.S.V.Purvaele sppesrs with Flash Wibley,
the Hon.{.S.V.Pennington (He hes been duplioa'bed in
msny of Bremdon's books aa the same e. . "Mr.Pen-
Comes -Through", geg I.n",
eto., but whether all of theae ware reprinta
Blake tales, I camot’ 88y

Although Purvaele wes essily recognissble as Pen-
n:t.ngm (vice—versa) I still Find it herd to believe
thet thet excellent ch&racter Inspector Lelarthy, of
"MoOarthy C0,I.D.", "Bomus for Murder" smd a whole
haa-l: of other Braudon 'pooka, wos in reality Sextom

"Oapta.m ‘Dack" ‘(Raadara Ilibr&ry) by Peter Meriton,
wesg 8 reprint of John Hunter's "Riddle ¢f the Lost
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Ship". The name Blake wag changed (emd the whole
character too} to Lemgelys . _

With dnthony Skena's “Monsieur Zépdth", in
whioh the Albino festurud throughowt, I cemnot ecy
whother 1t wes e reprint ¢f & Sexton Bleks teale or
not, sinee I heve not rusd it : o

' Gaorga B.Rochuster's "Sky Brnitita* fentures 2
Goutts, rnd wne probrbly ons of hia S.B.L. atoriea,
principle sleuth In this orsp 1s Dexber Drilnu.

Tailplece: Gwyn Evens "Union Jeok" serisls -
"Heroules Egq"; "Tho Retitin of Haroules"; sndt "The
Homicide Club", faeturing Bill Kelleway, Sysphony
Sem, Hsnry, éte., heve 2ll ‘teen reprinted im bound
form by Messra.Wright snd Brown, with the ohawrriot—
ers nemeés, untouched. 7 T

‘THE STORY (P DR.S¢TIRA
PErt _Your
by H.¥. Bond
Needless to ssy Pr.Satira succeeded in eauaging
from the privete mentel home when it was found that
Sexton Bleke hed discoveped the wharesbeuts.of his
ageigtant, but before doing 40 he set firve fo the
- milding and nearly suoceddgd in losing his own Yife
For & long while it wes thowght thet he reclly hnd
porished in the fiye frem which Tirker was pPesousd
by the quick npticn of his mrster, but eventbus
it buctme eyident thet the pretor criminsl was still
at large. Yes, Satirs esosped by the akin of his |
teeth from that fire snd for some while s led
through the countryside hampered by & deversely burnl
ed. He hid in the hedges by day znd mede his way to-
werds London by night. On'the perticular night with
which we Ere oconocerned he wns hobbling prinfully
2long P nerrow eowy lane when he hesard ¢ sound
behind him. Hrilting, he realised thet someone wes
approsching him an & bickle, snd prompily dived intp
tie nearest ditoh. The rider %urhed out to be &
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policamen who ves oyeling on his bert betwosen two
villeses., Satirn pounced aut on' the unfortunste
offiocr snd meneged to get control of the bioycle
on whioh he prinfully pudrlled his wry. &g dswn
w&d begiming 4o bresk we find the infamous Doator
poering et the inseription on e trase plate cutside
B house in e small odMutry villege. He had dispasod)
of the bigyole and it woy his afim to find & medion)
men who conld render the necaustry eid for his now
almoet usslase leg. His oyws norrowed ne he srw
that hors indeed wes the very plroc hue wne secking,
thie residence of & Dogior. Without hesitetion ‘Saﬁﬁh
knociced up the medical man who turned ocut to be
tether elderly. 4fter he had attended to Setire's
lag the latler informed him who he was snd the ter-
rified Dootor tried to blati his wey out of an ex-
tremely aviwerd sitar¥ion. But the unfortunnte
‘madioo wog foomad from the woment hw knew whe his
pRtiant wrs for withott hesitrtion Srtire shot him
through the héng,

GOGD Primsr

offercd for Boumd Volwms F;'-' 86-:10_ ‘-
early Mapnets. ~also ‘
zm ghswtp bekargin.: This S}nce
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