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Ca1_1.tral '{iegistl'y, N9rthe111 P,ommand, Y9::rtk • 

PROM i'HE 1:J)!'rOR'S CH.Al.lf:. . .. .. . ' . . . 
· . . Comment& on- the Annual have a'r'rived ·'bt_ :rlmos~ every mail ei;nce ~ur last ~S!Ble,. 1n<!lud~ : e.ome by air ~rom ovePSeae. · · ~eT"have b'een a veritable ' joy to ~ead end we a~in puj)lish a, ~ .~tr$cts. Our since re th ~nka to all and ~ sp ecial express-ion of grat-i tude to . i;hoae 1Jh<i se~t .a·"! 11 ttle ~ · · · extra' as the:, put it, to help reduce th e deficit . 

. 'f~.imvt3: a.le;o .bad ·to apologi8.e to -W.ee :·wti~-have 'been ~emb~~s of the circl e of coll ectors f 9r .q~t e a .lorut •time, foi7-·by .some eb-=e ovcreim,. 
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their names were omitted from the !.!-~os, Who". The 
thre~ who had a right to grouse weie Wilfred 
Darw:v,. ( who drew that excellent pa ·ge- of s ~ton 
,~e · oharacl~r ·e), 1'om S&:tehell and Fro.~ fl(eJ.ing. 

'· e1"l'ors ·have also lfeen brought to otii' ~aj ioe, 
lly sh owing ho~ carefully the Annual hns 

ead. We propose th eref ore when we feel 
sm e , th;er e are , no more, to pU:tilish thes e errors 
,e,ffl1• omi!l!lionii '- s o th ut hold ers .~of g.ppies .can o.mend 
rtft'.e,m\ f9r , w,e d ,., wish .to 'i:mk'E! f¥t:ts il;g1'1>¢t1ous ef ,fo r t 
o,f ,oll;l's ns a,uth en tic as ev!!l", )>.Qf!Bi~ . ~- .t'" qf, ~1~~ . .,... + .,.,.. • J' • . ~ 

:· • 0:t)e thing we rire sure ·we ·ca'h B!J.Y wil.tij odnff~ 
aehe if, • tl<!'.!"·tf'r10·,:"3 J.e~ters hr.•re been Eixch ?.nged 
=ong collec 'tors sinc e the publi c"tti•m c f the 
Annw1l ti:,,:n c>v er be f 0r e , ::-.1: 4 th :it re J!lj nds Il '.:1 ·'.f c. 
nice lit·tle gestur e, on the p i rt 0f one c f th e cl:-.. 
1'1or,:: th an on e -'! r::y cr.rrcsp ond "n":s hnv .;, t old me 
th::!t on Crristm~s morning they r eceiv od a copy of 
one of th e popul P.r pnpers with the sender's good 
wishes. The lllemb.er who th ou.ght of this kindly 
idea wns qarry Dowler, of Longsii;ht, Manchester, 
and I can a ssur e him his acti· 0 n wo.s greatly appr.;:c 
i u ted. I have ~e ~son t o hel5 ~ve he de~t quit2 a 
nu:::iber, 

We c.re alrel'!dy r eceiv in g suggesti c.ns f or next 
ye ':).r' s Annual. '£we, c,·rr 0 s p,-~,.,,1nts W''P.l<l li k v t~ 
see a complete list of 'f,1:1.gne.t • titl es. l'lh ilst 
we apprGci: ~ i;e th e ir .:nthusi nsn, I am af r a id this 
is · hardly a practical pr.oposi ti nn for th ose 1600 
odd titles would talc? up about half th e page s of 
an Annunl the size of the pr esen t one. H,>wever we 
can assnri; m.;mbers "'f. j;he Hamil t on gr oup th at th e 
wi l l again be pl enty , about their f nvouri tes, We 
nr e thinking of a hist or y of the Magnet mid maybe 
-the Gem, with pr ob,~1.l~~y., lists of th o 11ore popular 
series like the tr ~v~ls abroad and s o on~ And oh 
yes, th ?.t reminds co ·· 0f !l fri,mdly word '.)f advic(;) 
I wish t o give to ~h pse who in their enthusiasm 
have an urge tp : writ~ St. Jims or Greyfriars stor 

I ies and send th en h opefully to some publisher. 
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T.lle ;idvic ~ ~e the e::we o.e Mr. Puneh v:ri.ee gave tu 
:thoec · a.b, ut to .s.et. n'.!l'ried - llon 1 t. · For th~~e da ye 
t~1fe ie _ onl:i ol'.le tailiviuu. ,1 ,,h., has o. rigb1 to 
pen e-;ories ::1b.011t the . foooue ohnraof_ers, . an.a l;ho.t 
,;,eight iE} _held by t.t?-e wi'iter who or-ea<ted ·th.em"' 

Just as :we were _going -to pr1::es we reeeived: a 
very interesting lt;,tter fi'oilt Ml'.E.'S. -Bro-;ke, . m-ittex: 
to 1.;r.R0bt:rt Blythe. It is all the u,Jre tinely in 
vi 1:,w uf the duel Qetweenr«r. Fa~e and the r.eeitea. 
You will find iii :in tb-e Letter Box feature. 

He:i:-e l,e sor1et.l).i11g else d'. great · intere~t tc 
c ·.lleot ·re. M;r .• Blythe tells De he is arranging tc 
hnv .e nont)l ly l!le.ei;inge, .probably on Sundays, for 
th 0se in the London area,. It la intended t, , hav e 
c.iscussi ·ins, :iuoti , ne, 1:1xch::mges, .etc .. All th c-ee 
intE!re{!ted shr ,uld get in t ouch with li:t . ~J.ythe. Of 
c0lll'ee, tn os·e further afield are oleo crn!d:1:-illy iil~ 
lvi ted if they can arrange t•> atten(h · 

So t)leru I A ::in,,ther step f rwo.rd in the pi,td:s .e-­
!w,.,rthy id#a l'.f gl,!tting the lli:!11burs of. tl\e cJ.un to 
beet enoh ,,ther. . 

Yr,u:ra since .rely, 

.::)~~-~~"' 

~e C0llcot,)ra '' Digest" Subscripti n R~t e 15: 

$:1.ngl., c ;pi~B ls. ld p,:,st .fi'ull. Three e ;pie .a 
(o n publicati•)n'.) Js.}d p,)at free. Sj,x oopieli!. &s,.6d 
i)oat . free. P:'..\s:tnl Ord .1:rs to be crmie paya.l>le t o - · 
B,Leckehby =it J:>l'k, Uncr ,:seed.. . . 
IA:(!v._t.rti~euent Rateat. . · · · 

· . . so~ll A<1vertise:!lents - ld per wryrd (n=e and 
k:iddr.e:ae, i;llserted .free of cnnr~i'/). -
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(Mr. Fr:mk Pe ttingell ne eds no intr, .lduction. Lond on ers will ~ave heard hin Qn the w~st End st ag, oore will hove se~n him from a se ~+. l,ll ·o cin~~a ~nd -milli ohs heard him oJl -the rttdi o • .''.fl.ere he give an intri~ng ac .c-ount of his exper ,iencee whil.st appearing' in a play concerning the no ;.:torioue Sweeney -~odd . •or~ of your delight:fUl reminisc ­e11ce1r, p-lease Mr •. P_ettingell - Ed,) 

"Sweeney Todd the Demon Barber of Fle e t S1;reijt, or, The string of Pearls" . A legendary Drama., in Tv10 Acts ·. l'irst · perf,irmed at the Britannia Thee.tre,1842 ·11• 

Such was t,lle title of t!le first · play about th monster barber .. I am not sure wh'"th et- this was th first occasi on upon which th e--English ·public encountered this .grim name . Probably a "blo .od" of the late .30's or. early · 40'a had launched hi.Iii int o popula r knowl edge. At least, thi ·s was tl:].e initial physical pr cs ~ntment in a gory drama written bf Geor ge Debdin Pitt. The 11!. S.S. would b e valuable if it co.uld be fowi.d. (Incidentally I possess a hug e col l ection .o~ manuscript ~l ays which I purch­ased during the wo.r. Those a l l caine from the arch ­ives of t he Br:i,_tannia , H.oxton . ) I have had , but uni'ortunately do.n •·t still possess , the as .sigmnent book of these p],nys, o.nd in many instnnc es the allotting of co~plet o rights of ownership and f~od 11ction o.re scr;\.l)bled by the p-oor authors on bo;cks of cnv e i opes or bits of fo olscap, moat ~f tnem be-ing part ed with -for }5/- or 50/ - ! · · 
This driu:ia go.ve to the patr ons of the Britt­ru'lio., many thrilling sit11 0.ti-ons; in the first two nutts the chair was r ev~rsed , plungin g Mark Ing ~s t r i i, t o the ce,11.aI;.J>eJ.ow. A il.1 ttJ. e later Todd eturne ·d , wi t,b. th~ c~4,01µ1-l y carved casket c· · · · ~-
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containing the string of pearls and his very next I 
customer was the "well known la pidary, Jean Parmine '· 
The jewels were offered to hil:l, and he became "a bi~ 
awkward", thr ea ten ed enquiries and was incontinent 1 
ly "polished off" too. Then the barbor' e boy, Tab.I· 
ias is clapped into an asylur.1 by Todd, and Todd's 
partner in tht1 pie making business is shot 'b;. him 
and that scene cl oses with Todd dragging th e body 
to the ovens. This episode is preced ed by a. scene 
where th e new furnaceman, the "comic", eats hear t­
ily of the stock of pi es until in one is discov ur­
ed a button. Fr om then onwards it is suggested 
that the juicy items are composed of Todd's vic­
til:ls, done up in nice crusts f or Mrs. Lovctt•s 
cust ~rners. It is nearly thirty sev en years ago 
since I played in this gloriously creepy play. I 
was cnst for th e keeper of the ~adhouse, J onas 
Fogg, and for Jenn Parmine. I had sustained f our- J 
teen parts already that week, my fil•st with that I 
management, and we played "East Lynne" (in which I 
had two parts) before Sweeney Todd that Suturfay 
night. When it came to my scene as Parmine I• q t.1 t ~ 
menta lly exhausted by this time, mixed up so~e of 
my li nes to Sweeney ; this was a difficu lt scene 
always, for it was full of sums of fl2,000, £50, 
and fB,000 resrectively. I wo.s quite a. bit rmddl­
ed and uy enployer , who w.:· :i pl ::ying Todd , th ought 
the best l!.ethod t o Sll.V<i t11e ai tu a:ti on wna t,) cut m:i( 
throat with u blunt razor and muttering "you dcn 1 t· 1

1 
know it" gave the signal to the st:ige hands t o re­
verat.l the chair. Down I plunged t q the cellar on ; 
t o 'l r:;:ittress, o.nd t ,, th e signal ,,f "I've polished ! 
him off" ! tore upstairs t u cho.nge into th e cake-up; 
of the oo.dh:,use Doctor. I 

I hc.ve never read any Sweeney Todd stories 
though I've read many publications dealing with I 
Dick Turpin, Claude Duval, Sixteen String Jack, 
Spring Heeled Jack and others who really existed. 
_Yet Mr. Todd never came under my eyes until "this , 



week when I pure.based a short story about him. 
This has no illustrations, no mention even of the 
publishing firm, but is, I think, a penny issue 
about 1903. 

Our friend Henry Steele this yea:r sent me a 
programme of "Sweeney Todd" produced at the Ele­
phant and Castle, 1928, with Wilfred Lawson as 
Ingestrie, I should think that he and I ard two 
of the few modern actors who have played in this 
11epio 11• 

Of course, Sweeney Todd is as much a legend­
ary creation as Sawney Beane, the Soots cannibal 
of the 15th century, who lived in a cave with thou 
sands of naked kinfolk and pickled and ate the 
travellers along the desolate shores of Scotland. 

I look at my copy of "The Blue Dwarf", in 
which Turpin, Tom King, Rob Roy, and Jonathan Wil<i. 
appear. The first two even go Indian fighting in 
J.merica: after adventures amidst hordes of Mohi­
cans, led by one Chinjackgood, a name suspiciously 
like Chingachgood of the Fenimore Cooper novel -
they return, they make their journey to Scotklnd, 
still on the side of the distressed beauty, and 
having, in Turpin's words "acquired a tnste for 
deer shootingtt :ind still arrayed in Prairie out­
fit, slouch hat, fringed trousers etc, they en­
counter Rob Roy! This was a Hogarth House public­
ation. In "Bl ac k Bess, or The Knight of the Road" 
Turpin encounters Sixteen String J a ck, Claude Thival 
and others who lived at a different period from 
these. 

These a bsurd anachronisms; yet, 1n spite of 
all I prefer thee to the outrageous ff8ures who 
flourish in my son's comic nnd adventure papers. 
They include Captain and ),fury Marvel, who fly · 
without wings a.nd whom no bullets can 1n;lure; Bat 
man, who flies in a cloak and is also shot proof; 
lire-man, who, is a sheet of flame in the shape of 



.!J. ~. ·These . are, ' I agree, in Canadian and · Ameri­
can comics, ot whicll the»e seem . to be- thoils rmcfs in 
this co.untry. But what tripe, with their "Gee's", 
"Scram", "Get outs. here" etc, and their tough, 
small brained heroes and dizzy girls, 

I should think th e most popular ond contin­
uous hero of the juv eniles of this .. ond last c.int­
ury was Dick Turpin. Our friend, i<lwin J. Brett 
the propag~ter of so mnny fine boy's journals, 
seemed to be the one publisher who didn't use Dick 
as a vehicle for romance. 

I recollect th e wet nights in Mmichcster when 
I first s aw 1pur gloriously colour ed pictures . on a 
bill outside a little newsag~nts shop; · and annou­
ncoment of the forthcoming production of th e "Die.:: 
Turpin Library". Thes e pictur es w~re the ~plendil 
work of Robert Prowse, a Bohemian who lo oked lik e 
a large Buffalo Bill. They were issued four 
numbers every ·and later in thit year " 
"Claude Duval Libr ary" made it's bow. The covers 
by Prowse \1.iru .~.rtistica.lly grouped and "th e cost­
uning and li ghting" were nagnifioent, Very un­
obtrusively "The Robin Hc.od Library" was running 
conjunotly, ng'.'.in illustr:'.ted by R.P. "True Blue" 
covers were ·usu ally his work t en , t o my mind there 
has n,;vE:r b1Jen n boy' s artist t o ccr:ipare with hln 

· in effective sitlllltion, grouping and col ouring , 
"The Red Rover Lib2:ary 11 was very well written, and 
the covers were in black, white and diu -red. · 
"Spri?l8 Hee l ed Jack" followed the st ories by Char­
lton Lea, who seemed to prefer that nll his heroes 
should be young men of hi8h birth, the unhappy 
ward of wicked uncles, and whose stories with the 
exception of the "Blc.ckbeard" (Red Rover~ series~ 
quickly palled. · 

One character Lea created was John Bonadverit­
ure Hepburn, a Scottish of fortune with Duval .• He 
-was a magnificent braggart who died too soon for 



~e. ~·-e ;a;tllte11 p:ood"c~ ·a line ;a~~ iii Jl81l'stoti. 
Mo-oit'. ;Reo:··_d"ut,\,~ -~(pfavo~iti i lio'g~- • a m&m17 · 
ac-0u.ndrel calling hJ..llllfelf · l~in ,J:o . .Silli th of ~ 
l5ii.4Q~~; .;-: ?(~;r.~l'). i:J..~.e~ :;;i. _JU)lendid. h .i , . .rioal Wl!iter 
f or the .Ama~t.ed- Press, was .well known 1,ll\der 
=other name as an author who di .d fin e work for 
":Ba ttle.a of tl;te Nineteenth Century", and ulso for 
many magazines. 

Henry T. Johnson wa.s ::i. versatile writer, both 
historic a l n.nd sch ool st ories crune equally easily 
from hie pen. To r evert to comedy , do you remem­
ber _in "The Jesttr" the doings of Happy Ik e (Ameri~ 
can, ·tramp) tmd the Bunseiy Boye? Thes e la t t er ur .e 
still before mce as th e Ko.tzenjOl!ll!ler Kids in a: 
Yankee Cor.11c and ray daught1,1r is l ooking ::i.t them 
with enjoyuent_. 

Thie has be1,1n u w:mde:t<ing contrd.bution hasn't 
it? But I wa,nt ed it to be chatt1 roitl. c.ol!lfortable 9 

as I am, whil e I writ, , it on t his n ild Sunday 
afte rnoon. Let th .e cynics sneilr a t ua, who,. well 
int o the - fifties, find happine£s in re-opening 
the Df'\g:!:c. pae;e!!I of_ our old fri ends who ue ant so 
mu.c~ t .o us when yo uth was new en d pennies sc .:-.rce . 

Aft erthought s. 
Frank Pet ·tingell. 

_ "Chuns", published mony yarns· by Mr. S. 
W::i:lkey who wro ·te pir c.t tJ eto;riee, grand stuff, too. 
The varie ty of chnracterieation, an d the wonder:tu 
c.ontre..11ts in 1iype were worthy of more experien:ce ·a 
appreciation than af we b oys! 

Derwent Mio:11 wrot e- exquisite .e.tories f or 
Hend ers on firm, historical and podet"n r ol!lUl!lCe, a. 
well worth re...;pul;>liehing. 

P.P.-



The Leeites Repl y to Mr. Fayne. 

14th January, 1948. 
Dear Mr. Editor, 

Our old Friend Eric Fayn e confirms what most 
of us already know and lamentably regret - Edwy 
Searl<:?s Brooks' inter ust in th e "Old L"'"' Days" is 
d"'ad . 

But does it r eally matter? The people who ! 
count ar e sti ll v ery much aliv e ! Nelson Lee , Nip-I 
per, Handforth and the r e st ar e a s viril e as ev er 
th e moment a well pr us erv "'d cov er is opundd. St . 
Franks is not dend , ::l!ld that's what counts! 

Door ~r. ~di tor, 

Yours sinc er ely, 
Lesli e Vos per. 

3 , Montg omery Driv e , 
Sheffi eld, 7. 

Cert ~inly Mr. Eric Payne's condemnati on of th 
Le~ st ori es was ruthless but apparently he is s o 
anxious t o s t ~rt a controversy th ~t he ocits to 
give us any runs o~s for hie dislik e . 

I sh ould be very surpris ~c to l u,U'Il th at nny 
au th or of old boys' bonks creo.t0d st cri us simp ly 
as t, la bour ,,f l ov e and I can re ad ily unde rstand 
Mr. Er ooke's attitud~ in dese rtin g a sph<:?re thnt i 
no long er of gen~r (ll int erest. 

Yours truly, 
L. M. All en. 
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M~: .,~'?-.. P.~_&t,9.t~_,a t~~ ~pe .; 

_, ___ ,. __ ~ ·: __ -,·-~--~~~ .. .,,~~: .. :·~;~~~h i~a~-· .' . 
. Dear Mr. Blyth~, · · 

M-a.n.y th.~~ for iour +etter. I was very 
glad to· h:ear. .f .ro-m sach a stain .rt old reader of m 
eto .~.ies ~s you.rse+f• To 8et right down to cases, 
E think the ·real reas0.1 why the Nelson Lee Librar 
oease .d publication was due to tho f:a·et that the 
11ubli<: . lost . ;i.Jl,t9~c,st in it. It was . in qompetitio 
wl"tn ~e ikl~E?t and $..em, and thet were no-t;: only 
mu.ch Older puQliqatiQns, . ou.t confined th ·emselv~:a: 
gtrie'-tly to ·sdiool storieei. The N.L.L., on: tha 
othe r band, had to have a detective interest in 
the tale!!..-...."t?ee~uee ?fel13on Lee hi111-Qe+f was ,,. det ­
~et.i ve. Thi&, in my ·epil!),io!'l, a.lway~- t andaq, -+;o 
divide . tbe il3'sli•el'eSt;. .s:b'ic.e the stor:i,es .w:e·:r,Lnei,th 
er true . scho ·ol st .cries~ · nor true de:t,ectiv~ ej;o:rie , 
but fell betwee» two eto ;o1e... · 

As :for Eric Fayne• -s assertion that my inter­
est in the "old Le-e Days" is dead, I am afraid he 
is quite right. I came to the conclusion , l ong 
before the paper CBEU!ed publication, that I was 
flogging a dwad ho.rse. There were many hundreds 
~f enthusiastic rauders who wanted more and more; 
but a paper of that type cannot bo kept going by 
a few hundred enthus .iaeta. The vast majori t.y ot 
the schoolboy pu.ri1,.io lo ·et inter~st, and . the ·cir­
culation therefo;i:,e declined-. As it declined, so 
did. my own enthusiasm . .It :ls ~ly .fair of Er .io 
F.aytlo? tg gompare mt:l ',}'it~ Frank Jlicijar<!s---in othe 
wO+ds .. the gifted and ever.gr eel} 'Mr: <;harles , 
H31i11:l ton . Ae far as .I know, he has inev1:ar w:ti tten 
~yth!lig eise '6iit boys• etol'.'iea ., ana. is s.tiil ' 
writing a'.bOUT. Greyfrj,,ars; the 1'efdre, his e:rithu'3:­
i$Blll is as l;:een as eier. On the oth:i.,r hand; I am. 
now writing thriller ' ·novels for the adult public, 
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and I think it is quite natural that my own inter­
est should lie in these. I was reading Charles 
Hal!lilton's inimitable school s ~orivs wi~n immense 
relish when I was a schoolboy myself-~indeed, I 
was a keen reader of the Gem and Magnet frJm th e 
first number of each of these paper&, But although 
I wro~e school etori~s myself later on, I also 
wrote---simultaneously---many det ec tive, stories. 
It is not unnatura l th er e fore, that I should now 
confine myself to th~ latter type of work. 

I hope that all your points are now cl~ared 
up, a nd with v2ry kind regards o.nd thanks for your 
good ,fi shes. 

Sincerely, 
E. s. Brooks. 

The St. Franks Stori es. 

Denr Editor, 
Further to Mr. Murt~gh's most ~xc" llent list 

of N.::lson Le,.; stori .::s in the Annual, I vould lik..: 
to o.dd also-

There was a number 411 School Boys Own which 
wo.s a r "-'Print of Nos. 421, 422 &: 423 Nelson L"-l ,; S. 
This titl" we.a tl1e 1,:1at copy issued, just ,!ft,,r 
th " C·)Jm:i,.mctJment of th., l as t war. 

Of the S.O.L' s he L,,mtions No. 4 we.a "nti tl..:d 
"Thi;; Fighting Form of St. Frunks" is No. 27 11Th0 
Riv .,r Hous e Hivnls". Of th \l stories I con say 
nothing :is I :mi not fortum~t,~ enough to possi;;ss 
them. Th<0re were :ilso published in th u "Boys Fri­
end Libr o.ry" Nos. 435, 439, 441 & 447, Cont'.lining 
St. Franks Stori.;s which I cannot tr·1c" a.a b.;ing 
reprinted Hos. 441 &: 447 were in the form of a 
seri al. 

E. McPherson. 
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Tnose Batche1or MastclTS~ 

Deo.r Mr. Editc{r, 
The excellent letter of Mr. Prime strikes an 

interesting note, It is curious that apart from 
the three Headmasters, not one of the Masters at 
Greyfriars, St. Jim's, or Rookwood was a 111arried 
man with children. 

I think thnt in all probability there was a 
strict ruling at the three schools ensuri~g the 
celibacy of the beaks. · . .. 

How well our Prince of Writers handled the 
ch aracters of these men, with tho exception of 
Ratcliff, Selby, and L!andurs, who were un~onvinc­
ing and the type of master who would not b-e toler­
a ted for more thlln a t el'l!l in nny school, · .But 
Quelch, the just beast - fussy Mr. L,-,_thom,. -
pompous Prout, - and th e nervous, r~ther £orgetful 
Mr. Twigg were gems of ch:-.r:,.cter painting •. · 

In pnssing, I fancy that the wives an~ f:im­
ilies of the Headr.Jasters w.::re not he:1rd of a fttlr 
the very early years of the old papers. 

Yours faithfully, 
Eric Friyne, 

Privat e Collector ExchcmDeS nn.rcels ( 11LEw11, "Mag­
net", "Gem", "S.O.L" etc) fa,vel Terms, Clean: 
Copies Only. 12 to 50 - Joseph Ef\guley, 111.!o·orings", 
Pensilv n, S.E.C ornwnll, 

Q9J.1.~ctors Duplicates ur~ ~nt1% w::mttld f or ~th er 
Coll.::ct or s, especially 11:r~gnc a, "Gems", ".t-opul:i.re' 
''S. O.L' s" "Annuals". Your prices p::dd. 
Willian l-!'1rtin, 93, Hillside, Stonebridge Park, 
London, N.W.10. Phone. iiillesd en 44::74, 



Conducted by Robert Blythe, 81, 
Alsen Road, Holloway, London, N,7, 

Although I was expecting a 
certain !llllount of correspondence 
as a res11lt of this column, I was 
ploaso.ntly surprised by the amount 
of letters I h~ve received express 
ing enth11siasm and support. It 
makes me feel that this column 
doo,e fulfil a no,ed, Representing 
as it dces all Nelson Lo,e support­
urs, this colwilll should be th~ 
first to refute Yr. Payne's orit­
icisn of E.S. Brooks. I thought 
it best therefore to contact Mr. 
Brooks hi~self nnd the result is 
publish~>d elsewhere in this issue 
inn letter from the author himsel. 

On.;; sugg1:,stion made by Frn.nk 
Keeling of Stannore, t·:iddx. is 
th~t re~dere could offer on loan, 
cooplcte series in exchange for 
others they wish to read themselve. 
In other words a Nelson L~e Librar 
in the true sense of the word. If 
any reader is willing to partici­
pate in this scheme let me know 
what is wanted and I'll pass it on 

By co-incid~nc~ two read~rs, 
Len Allan of Sheffield and John 
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I Herman of Southgat1.1, both ask if th1.1 st ories Nos. 
129-14 0 2nd New Seri oe aro r eprints cf Earlier 
M=~ .. ·.,:i..l &l>vt ·~s yarns. The answ or is, that they 
are not reprints of earlier Nelson Le e 's, and I 
think I a~ fairly safe in saying that th ey are not 
b~ Sco tt at a ll. In f~ct the onl y Maxwell Scott 
st cri1.1s thRt appea r ~d in th e Nels on Leo were in 
No 's 7, 8, 13, 48 Old Series . Then Herbe rt Smith 
of Norf ol k csks if Mr. Bro oks wrote th e early 
Ih, ls on Lee 's. I take this t r, oenn prior to No. 
112 O.S, as ~ve ry St. Fr~nks y3r n wa s writt en by 
hi:n. For your ini or nt'.ltion, lf.r. S::iith, and also 
for others who rn~y be doubtful, th er u is a co~plet 

I. list of th ,, b o(•ks written by E. s. Bro oks previous 
. to No . 112 "Ni pper at St.Franks" Nos . 16 , 21, 23, l 25, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 35, 37, 38, 39 , 41; 42, 
144 , 45, 47, 49, 50, 51, 53, 54 , 57, 59, 60, 62, 63 

1

64, 65, 66, 68, 70, 72, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 80, 82 
84 , 85, 87, 88, 90, 91, 93-107, 109 onwards, Just 
for the record it would perha ps be as we ll to !?len-

1 tion (as far as my records show) who wrote t ile 

I othe r st ories. Mos. 1, 4, 11, 12 , l, i , 20 were in 
all probability written by Willia::i Nurray Graydon. 

J;;os . 3, 5, 6, 9, . 10, 18, 56 all show sini lariti e s 
with st ori es by ,fr. Grayd on 1:>ut th e au th orship is 
not c e rtain. Nos. 2, 15 , 17, 19, 22, 24 , 26, 30, 
31, 34 , 36, 40, 43, 46, 52 , 55, 56, 58, 61, 67 , 69 , 
71, 73, 79, 81, 83 , 86, 89, 92, 107, 108, wer e all 
by G. H. Teed , o.nd N0s. 7, 8, 13, 48 were by Max­
well Scott. 

So far only one chap, Mr. Kee ling, tells m1: h· 
is th e owner of No . 1. Thct mak.,s tw o . Ar e tl krc: 
any 1Jore? Well, that's about all th ,-,re's room for 
this rlonth. 

Has anyone any mor 0 qu,.;ries? 

GOOD PiUCJ$.§ of f er ed f o:r. Bov.!ld Volume s of c:::rly 
!liag n.its, als o l oose MagnJts b .. tween 1908 and 1929. 
Eric F3yne , 23, Grove Road, Surbit on. 
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rn:,mB~ 
by,:!!1e- Fape • . 

. "; .· . 

0lU' Editf>t , recently, in remil'l.iecent mood., ma,., 
de · an obsett'l,tlon ;to m.e- whieh eta.i'ted ·me thinkirtg. 

"Why is it", queried he, 1tth!lt . when 'Ne ape~ 
of, the Gel!l we .inv~'j,ab.fy tp.:\.nk o"f Tom M_erry, but 
'Rhen w1:1 speak of the Magnet it ia Biµiter 1 and .no ,t 
Harry Wharton, who corJee to ou.r 1"!!ind'lit' 

~l zj,:r-oQ8b. t'1{1 -!J.i,.13~ory. of the G.e~ Tom Morry 
'Vas· t).~ !Q.n~t f.i~. , Tho11.gij fo;r; ~ey . year~. -~ot;i Mq:!ffy 
did np.t play the .lead in a einglo story ... thou@. _ 

· Talbot ,, c.irdew, and .Wildrake , c.o.ptux.ed +,h~ e~ot ..... _ 
light and he ld it,~ as di .d Guss:, in i.lany de~*flil 
s eri\la, and Tr.inible and Grundy _in some sariee llf)~ 
eo de.l,igh:tful, and Lov;1-so,;i with hie ;re!orn and its 
resiate :---yei; · :for 33 year,1;1_ Too _Yerry and Geo were 

. eyun:nymous, tllld indeed, still 3.re . · 

Ae,tua:\.ly Te;,u Werry ws,~ Bap.ly; . neglep -t~d o.:f:ter 
th e Zirot :ecw yeura • . M~tin Cl,if.for .11. eeldon 
11:fe11tured" hill, while nothing th ·e sub-wri tere did 
was wo:i:-thy of consideration. ':((.t the Get1 was Too 
~terry . . 

Oldol:' reo.ll.~rEf,- who. ;i.•enemb1;Jr·ed thE? Tom Merry o 
i;he ear;Ly y.eni\S, when he · wa& th:~ firt,:t tmd · moat 
:famoUf! schoolboy in ficti ·on, w:~re probably loynJ. t 
hm ov.er the .years . Bu,t· renders !Rho joined the 
cla n o:t the, ei<l::th; thu -ninth; an d the eleventh 
hours, still t!tink o:f To1.1 Merry wtt~n- the - 'Ger:r is r.ae ~ 
;t;Loned,. , . , . 

How jw:,t; that 'Po~ ~err:,; shoald. flnve troae fnt 
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his own again in the last years before the Gem 
ceased publico .tion, when Mr. Hamil ton would tell 
~. I ~! .. i:tk, that Martin Clifford had a lreedom 
in writing, which he had been denied in earlier 
years. 

As Tom Merry stands for the Gem, so Billy 
Bunter stands for the Magnet. Though Harry 
Wharton played the lead in the Greyfriars stories 
far more often than Tom ruerry did in the St.Jim's 
yarns - though the Greyfriars stage was far more 
consistently managed than th at of St. Jim's - it 
is Billy Bunter, and not Wharton, who is syn ony­
mous with Magnet. 

I wonder wheth er Buntllr was really the most 
popul ar character at Greyfriars. "Billy Bunter's 
Own 1,eekly ", or something similar, was printed on 
th1a1 coV(·rs o.o: the Mr.cgnets, for th<.? last yea.r or 
two of th e 1'l.:1gnet' s lift!. But if n vot e of l!ngne 
readers had been taken, would Bunter have headed 
1 t? I very much doubt it. 

Thu third and fourth form of our clan would 
probably have plumped for the old fat man. But I 
d oubt whethllr the oldur merobcrs would have done. 
I certainly shouldn't have voted for Bu..~ter, 
though I love the Owl very dvar ly, 

Mr. Ha:ailton duplic~t .,d Bunt.Jr mauy tint:?s. 
There were Baggy Trimbl ,h 'l'ubby Muff in, Bunny 
Bootles, Chunky Todgurs Rnd oth~rs. Each w~s f~t 
untruthful, cowardly~ ea ch br:i.gglald of his wealth 
relntions, none was .'lilY good at sports ; each 
spelt in an aoazin g r'\Unner, E~ch was a copy of 
Buntt!r . Yet not one of thes e u;,.d.;, ou ch ir.lpr~sAio , 
while one - Baggy Triuble - wac o. blot on the 
Gla!D' s escutch eon. 

But Bunter (fit!ndishly mishnndl ed by thG sub 
wri tere) h ~.s be~n for oi'.tny y .. c.rs synonyr.;iur with 
Magnet, an d is tod oy , seven y,mrs nft<1r the sus­
pension of his po.rent pa per, the most f =o u-s 
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schoolboy in the fiction of all time, and th e name 
Bi~ly Bunter will U.ve for evtir. .. 

Why? It will take ~ne lnr more clever than I 
run to give the reason. Maybe because Bunter fig­
ures in almost every Greyfriars story that was 
evtir written - but so did the Fr:unous Five. Maybe 
bec ause a large numbGr o-f ?iiagnGt stories hod his 
name ·ac tu ally incorporated in the title. Maybe i 
bec ause he nppenled to the kids, for whom the , 
Magnet was re a lly issu ed. More likely, becaus e hel 
was often the unint~ntionnl menns of righting a 
wrong - :1.lld because we all haven sneaking sympnthf 
for anybody who is always in a scrnpe. And most • 
of all, because of the uncannily clever writing ofj 
th e world's grentest author of school t nles. 

1 

Bunter cho.nged, of course, in the passing ! 
ytlnrs. In the beg inning, he was n sinple, kindly I 
l a d. As timtl passl:ld, he became n 1:1.enn, dishonest, 
unscrupulous bound er - not nt all attractive. Thti 
white.cov ered Magnets of the 1917-1920 yenrs wer e 
not kind to .Bunter, ;.ind I imngine that nt th .'"lt ti ' 
his popularity with reod ~rs stood nt its low es t. 

But wh~n we come to the ea rly thirti es , we 
find a Bunter who is uncannily lovrible - nore like 
thti Bu.~ter of the ~~ly years. 

Baggy Trimble wns n vil e , conteaptible chor~cr 
ter. I have never h eard n single r under say th at 
he likeu Trinbl e . For n considtlrnble tine, Bunter 
Bunter's ch~l'(\Otcr wns lik e that of Trioble, and, 
I think• lik ed little 11ort: th:m th nt of the St. 
Jin's sneak. . 

But~ about the tiue o/ th e ~dvent of theyel- i 
low .:md 1'1ack covers, Bunttir began to be differuntL 
Untruthful still, o.nd not too scrupul . ous nt tim es ,, 
but very l ovable, and, as Bo·b Cher37 says in tho 
Stncey series, though a fellow's tuck is nev er 
safe with Bunter around ·, the old fat mnn would , 

; 
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~ive r drearJ of t ouch~ng nny~ ing e):)'b .lll\f ,ch d:I:~ ~~ I · \jelong t o hi o • . ; .-- : , ' . . · · . ·. · 
·' With neAi-ly ·tohy _'jocr.~ of c~nu ~'*8 Bunt eir 

· t o:. l.ook back; .ap6n ;-· 1.1 is · i1_1'bere$ting to se .e th e· 
flpie odes which · st::',l'ld ou,t. .. · ·· ·-· : . ,.,, ' 
:, :: . ~µn-:f;,e! ·I,osing· :.~;s· rd~nory af~ci. / :1 ~Jiive _intd · on 
eCJlt~ -~wi~~atij _;_ . ~..r ref ~~ i11g ·. 9n two ,. -,. 
()ccas:1ons , ~4.tt · th s: ... ~µe1ie e of O;Qr.a• Q,u·elch f 
B~~'t.. gpin~ :::to . S't-..-Jim.l a - in-plaol}: i~ hie eouil in · 
Wally; the l a tt sr coni ng t o Grtiyfriars a s a 
master . (P oo r busin ves th e l ntte r series - per haps 
written by a sub} - Bunt er go ing t o Afric ::i. t o use 
his ventriloquism on the natives; Bunt ~r, very 
unattractive here , causing trcubl e nnong the Co. 
in th" first series 0f Harry l'lh~rt on ' s faud wit h 
Mr . Quelch ; Bunt0r trying t o kow-t ow t o the 
mandarin, and finding it difficult to do in E\U'OP­
ean tr onse rs ; · Bunt er j o ining n circus on a t l eas t 
tpr ee occQ ai 1ne - t he Whif f l es series · p~rhnpe th e 
be et; Bunt e~ Billi l"nnirin g ; · Bunt er :. ;i.n peril fr om 
his cousin Cart er; Buntt:r cc,nspicug us by his 
a bsenc e in th ~ t "nv thrillin g s tiri es wh..,re th e Oo 
went to a r e l ~tivt vf Nugent ; Bunte r as a st o~­
away ::i.t Whart on Lodge on.; Xr:ins. And th,e ini r.ii t::?.~l, 
Bunter Cnurt Bl.lries. Her e there w..,re certninly 
tw o Bunt,; rs. r rc th .. c,1nplt . t 1; .:iss, the r.·th.::r n e r•; , 
ce.lcul a ting oast er crioin.. '11 in th~ "P·l UJJUer" 
1:1anner. Ye~ the st r,ri c s wer e: convincing. Th.;re 
is n c end t o the h::ippy·nem<1ries whic h ccne cr owing 
bnck. 

And, beca use Bunt er is syn ,.,nyo ous with i\f1:iJnet, 
f or yenrs we r :-.ised <'l\,f v oic e in the cry "We wo.nt 
Bunter" - ~.1enning, p,;rlmps, we wnnt Greyfrinrs. 
Frank Richa r ds, nt any r a t e , has token Its at our 
word, CLDd given us a l ::i.rge p::irti c..n of · Bunte r in hi -1 
l q.:teet oae;!:erpiece , · 

So here's t o ram Merry f or th ti qem, and Billf 
Bunter f er the Mngn~t. 



'LL OORRESPOlmENCE TO 

H,M.Bo..>td, 10 Erw w~n. R'liwb:lna, C?rditt_ . -- ~ 

THE ROUND TABLE: 
Since my l ~s t chn t Drune Fortune has, in her 

usUD.l surprising way, smiled upon me. A week or s 
after Christn ~s I had the good fortune to obt n in n 
number of pink cover 1:d "Union Jacks " of 1906-7 vin 
~ e . In addition to being in Ja:int conditi on they 
cont ai ned a wealth of information, a l ot of which 
was new to ce. How gr ~nd it is to suddenly cone 
across c. fl:lW of your old friends of the pnst; t o 
eagerly turn the pag es nnc be confr on ted with a 
wealth of r eading and illus trations th a t t nk e you 
back to th e dnys of your youth, or, as in t his cas 
even farther bnck, for I did not see th e light of 
day until 1912. The first iten of interest that 
caagb.t cy eye was in U.J. No. 201 dnted 17th Aug. 
1907. On the last page cf reading aatter was an 
~dvertisernent for "Tht: Fe nny Popular" nnnouncing 
that a new series of Sexton Bl ak e st ori e s were t o 
comaence thc.t week. Th.:re was a r eprod ucti on of 
the cover cf th e paper concerned showing Blnke, in 
his shirt sleeves, with on P.ntiqUD.ted (to us) tel e 
phone on the desk bef ore hin. The receiv 1:r wa s 
pressed against one ea r and with chin in hnnd th e 
detective was saying •PUt ~eon t c Scotlann Yard, 
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I ~:UICK! ! '' Now thi s illustration of :Bl.ale . . e did np1; 

por tray the grant man as we have n ow collle to imag­
ine h il.1 t hro ugh the good work of Eri.c R. :Parker. 
He h od ~ l ot of h.'.lir , in f~ct he looked ae it he 
need .ad ' t h~irc11t b'.laly for the th en f a shionable 
sidebo r.rds wer e long 1.Ild shng gy, B~t oa sqon na I 
espied th~t cover sketch · I s ~ia t o myael~ , •1,b:er e 
h:iv e I seen tha:t :,efo r e" and w1s , f-ot & l!UJ!.~1:e .or 
two, p zzz led, f or I knew. :tha t this partic\ll~ 
COP¥ of the U. J . had nev er befor e come int .a my 
hands . A little th ough t and I dashed into the 
libr ~ry ::.~d r:ui throu8h my c ollecti on unti l I C'?De 
t o - Y .ES! Of courstll Mo . l of the now deceased 
"Det ecti ve Weekly". There s,:it l.!r. Pr.rk er's Blnk e 
co.:::iple te with no d ,.,rn dr e~ !:ling g 0vm an d r cv,11 vt:r, 
b ef •.,r u ~ oodern ' phon" with sin il r-r a t ti tu.de nnd 
s::iy i ng "Get r ,e Scotland Yard , Qi;JICK!" At onc e I 
wrnd 1:r ed if t he pnwers th a t be ,it the Fl ee tway 
H'luse h'ld bee n studying the r.1eth ods <'f th e Cn=el­
i t e House ·:•f 2, year s pr evi ous ond i t a track ne 
that ~s Mr. Ht:rbat Leckenby onc o e1id i n t hu S. P .C 
Sc xt .~n Blruc 0 IS "'t ernn l i ndeed . Onl y the tii:t ce 
ch ~tngc. '.(h,; mm hir.lself is still the s ::ioe nld 
Se x t on Bl:::ke , still thrilling ycw1g and ol d a lik e , 
;::nd I wisl1ed th '7.t t h e A. P . w·,alu ::idopt othe r ol d 
U . J. methods wh,m pr ..isenting th tJ r:;oJern Bloke. 

Th1. first issu .;s ')f t !1<: S. B, L. f ,,r 1948 lL ok 
g 0·)d ! Have y: u s e..:n thera y et ? I expuct l!lost <1f 
y ;·,u will li ·w eby t he tine y c,u r.,a d this. Rex 
Hnr tlingc str:1ys fr 0n his asa .'.11 haan t s in his first 
e ff ort f . r th e :;crtr. "The G.1rg ,)yl e of Pdge lly" 
ia n.s f :·.r r on <wul fr , i l his Chint,se nnd African 
at r.ri eo ,l e .·nc c ,; uL1 ioag~n e . I ct>nnot soy 1 was 
i.Jpress cd wit h th~ c~vcr c f this vol UJJe th ough. 
It attacked t C(.. much -:,f th e "che!lp thrill er", ec,r.ie­
thing whi ch the Librnry Sel don r esemb l es . The 
n ther Janu ary v e lum ~ by Lewi s Jack so n ( st ill go in g 
atr0 ng ) wns S'·L~et hins qai t c anusu nl, ruuncly a 
b oxi.ng •t ee ya rn. It is n l nng whi le sinc e t ha t 
n obl e ar t hr.a f ound 1 ts wny int n th e pnges - f I\ 
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Bl-:!ke public11ti r,n although, strangely enough, I I 
have just been 1~J.ding '!'. 1~27 U.J. dealing with I 
Blake's struggle against Peter Brim (The Spid~r) i 
in which the head of a second rate Boxing Academy.I 
one Profcssor _Crackstone plays a leading part. ! 
Incid entnlly I run following the Dr. Satira write , 
up with another pen picture of nn epic Sexton BlaWv 
struggle entitled "Dlake I s Stout,;,st Adversary" . 

1

1 

d :aling with Mr. Brim. 
Cheerio for now I 

H. l;J, Bond. 

1,;£1.il PBl:iAl,lc-! lili'r8 OE' ·rH~ SECu1iD &Elt!ES, 

bz... William Colcombe. 

Durin 1, the latter half of the• 2nd Sc-ri es of 
"Th(; Sexton Blake Library" there \?ere sev eral cha:d­
actcrs, who, for the want of a bett .er name I hav e I 
called semi-ptlrma.nents, th1.t is, •:iithout tho ~ 
stat us of, say, Zenith the Albino, Georg0 Marsd 0n 
l'lummer, Huxton Ryr:iar and Dr. Purraro, th ey plnye 
o pro n in.;-nt part in several stories by th·~ir ree­
p,.ctive authors. 

One of the first to appear was a cr eation of 
John G. Br~ndon, The Honourable Ronald Stw.·6eas 
Verek er Purvale, (R.S,V,P, to his friends), Th~ 
eon of an Earl, grn.ndson of a Duk.,, this aristoc­
ratic he-L,"l.ll wit h u fondness of stokuholes and 
decr;;pit ships of e~il, with his inevitable mon­
ocle , s eemed t ,: h:tv, '.l genius for being ublo t o 
involve hi.I!lself in murder cnses of u nore seneu­
tional kind, or, ne our old friend Inspector Cou~3 
puts it 1111:.ik..:s ,: d:1;.-n,.;J. nuiso.ncc ~f h:iHself", 'Ni 
his broken nose end caulif l ower ear he was a 
distinctivu figure. He nri<fo his first ~ppeu ro.ncc 

~~~~~~~~~ 
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in t he $ . B. _L. No. 365, "~he Survivor's Se cret". 
In JGhn - G-'r Brandon 1 e .th,:j.rd· l?lll'V~ story, , 

tNo. 411 2nd Series S.B.L) "·fhe .Tro.~y of 1:he 
·wes't End Ac.tress 11 we al'e i.nt .roduc e d to twc morj:j 
charect-era 1iha. w11r e des'U.ned . to pl.a,y a, 9on e.tderClbl, 
p~ in future Brond on at1 , riea, n=e .ly no.ah 
G:eorge Wible-y-., :ex-cr nc kemBn who c t,u1d mak,i S'.lfee 
do :mytbing , -blit sing hymn!!_, and now valet tc Ml-. 
Purvalu, ~nCT Taxi can Big Bill Wither.a, one titi.e 
burgl nr !U'ld ll 0 \1 1;::,.rning t;I. living (honestly) as a 
to.x ·i-driv ,ir the owner ship of which Mr. Sexton 
Blake :::nd Mr. l'urv .~.le c nuld no doubt h:we told a 
lr ·t h'.ld they b,,.m in th i, hnbi t of tolling ,1f such 
things. These tr.ree, with th .., occneion a l appe:-.r-
ance of L,, rd Montr-.gu..: Chnnways rmc: nt h .;r cha.rac ­
t ,3ra, bec::i;w., o. r eg ul :::r fe::iture -~f ar:-md,.-n's 
stories ~d at - times eomewhgt ewG1Dpec. the rt:gul~r 
ch nr o.ctlalrs a! , Blake =d T·inker . 

In No . 3il=9 ·2nd Serie!) s.B.L. 11Cr c-1ke Loc:t", 
Wnr:wick 'J.a:r&lne in~r 'l duce t; a nc,w cr~c' k t o Blt>.kt: 
fans, "dearth ;Tall on , · intern.. -.ti 'Jilal :i.dventu.rer ; a. 
young Vara'i ~f inan, who, swindles OU t' of his right­
ful inherits.rice, determines to rev en8e himeelf"a,t the exilenae of Society. He quickly became one of 
:Slake ' s- _m:oe-t formid~ble oppon:ente arid 1-ater he was 
;joined by ~ ·femal e p11rtner Sandra Sylvester, ·wtio 
first nppli!ared in No. 369, 11The Sooret of tho; 
Sudan" under the :na:me of Sonia llarch , and appc.nr ed 
in two or three storiee with t.his nattc , but was 
then changed to Sandra Sylv<:!11ter fo~ some, r 1;,ason. 
Thuy l ast app .. a.r<ld in No. 543 "-Th.: Seaside Cafe 
Cri1!h1". 

TO BE COllTIITTiED. 

tGlttTS WANT.iill Urg,:ntly; betwoun 19.22 and 1930, 
ciod pri ·cee ' paid. Rave Magn..itJ:1 193:9 to 1940 for · 
vxch:..ng€. J .. Corbett, 49, Glyn l":~rn Rr:.~.d, (;:dnt <m 
Birmingh.'Ull. . 



The Story of Dr. Satira. Part Five. 
by H. M, Bond. 

Eveh the mo·st harden ·ed crimi1:1al might have 
felt a pang of remorse at the sight of his haplee 
victim lying on the floor in a pool of blo od. Not 
so Dr. Satira . He gave a uirthless chuckle as 
he gazed down at the dead medico and muttered to 
himself that "dead men tell no tal es". But littl 
time was spent on refl ection. The Doctor knew 
that be had to move f aet if he was to survive and 
so he hnsten ed about attending to his injur ed leg 
as soon as he had dw:.ped th e body of his victim 
int o u cupbo~rd . He w,s just ~n tho point of 
searching for acme fresh cl oth es t o repl uc0 his 
own tntt cln,:l and ,mrnt garnent s when there wc.s a 
sudden int errupti o~ ~s the house door-bell rang 
l oudly . Curs in g this fresh devei opment Satira 
drew ~s ide th e window blind nnd observed a car 
st..., nding outside th e house. Aft er quick th ought 
he dnshed t o the ct,p-b oard and quickly rel!loved 
slippers, gl1sses and dressing gown from the dead 
b')dy and in ~ f ew ninut es. ripened the fr ont door in 
~ leisur ~ly nn~ unhurri ed aanner th ~t would have 
deceiv ed even Blcli:e himself. It pr oved that the 
~,,ller wnc a ;".le, t .Jrist who had spr a ined his wrist 
and neede d it strapped up. Satira invit ed him int 
th e surg ery anL while he pr ocee~ed to m..1ke prepara 
ti ona f or tending his unwanted patient the lntter 
inf ort:1ed him that he h~d just land ed in England 
fro u s,;uth A,:,erica und wa.s dr iving t o Lon~:0n t o se 
his Lawyers regarding nn .estate he had cone into 
on the death of n neP.r relative. He had, he said 
no friends in England, n,)t having been in the Old 
Country f or 32 years, anu 0n hearing that Satira•s 
br1:1in worked r apiclly . He offer1: cl the newcomer e. 
drink - "You need a pick-ue - up" ilt:1 rt:,Darkec. ns he 
calm-iy prepared a draught that woulcl have killed 
an elephant! Dr. Satira certainly knew his stu.ft 



. .-,-.c-. ------- (.54).:-:-. ---,---,----....---, 

as regards poisons! As soon as his second 
victim had slumped to the surgerf , ;Q.l)o:ir, .. never to 
rise ag~in, Satira grabbed the bodb ·, atriP,ped it, 
and in~ matter of minutes had -tl'.Ll~~ ~e9~_ssnry 
informt>. tion regar<ling the viai tor :i:rom.>-S.ou:tal 

, ~erica, that he ne ,eded ,and Jf:&jl driving lir the 
latt~r'1:1 . •ear . i~ tj.ie ditec ,t:{on , of London. He· 
drove on fo~ ~qm~ _lltj.;I.e_s.) !!14. '!;hen-in the beam of 
the powerfu.l headlamps he observed a polic eman, 
hand r~ised. For r o ~onent he w~sr i~ -A pnnict 
csr : a nt11..r a panic as thti hard1m!;ld bro.in could 
o.pproac~ 1-AAd< .• ondered if h<l should dr_i've right on 
or take . he e<l 'of tt[e warriing ; to : a.top. . .tte chose 
tht:: la.tto.r · <il'Ourae-. As he hruf- ·teo.rt.Jd · the police 
w1:1r1:, on ~ . look out for Hlli! · .; 

. '\ < - TO BE CON_?INUED; 

. 'Ex.CHANGE of Mr.gnets pr:j,or to N~, 1370 - 16. Gem 
vS?'ll:D!les:, . -d'3<1i'gh:t.ful1y Mund .in. -blue : clot1'l(lfos ··· · 
997 th 1663) • Holiday Annu..~l 1941; 4 vols Cl].ums, 
192-4 1926(-2}, · 1940;- Bound vol Boys-Friend ·('1'.5i · 
to 156); Scho ol y~rns in excellent condition by 
following ~uthors:- tUchael Pt•ole, Gunby Hiv.:!l.\th, 
Hylton Cluaver, Alfr(:;(l Judd, Talbot Baines Reed 
and others; Captain vclume 1922 (Apl-Sept); 38 
S.O.Lib; 19 N.L'a and 26 odd Gems. Frank Snell, 
Rcthgar, 6, Chingswell Street, Bidef ord, Devon. 

51 MAGNETS for sale"' .~oo~ Co~d,tt~on, 9d. ea.ch. 
S.A.E. Y M, Haswell, 19a, -li<mden Road, Morden, 

. Surrey, 

WANTED: Aldine Publica 'ti <'ns. Turpine, Duvols, 
.. etc . E.R. Lanuy, 4, Nuneaton Roa.d, Dagenho.m, 

Essex. 

~ WANT.!ID! ·HANTElJ! Nelson Lee/Gem seriee of 
Arthur Castlet on twins. Good prices pa.id. ·· · 

4 L. iV'osper, 13, Kinl e.t Road, London, S. E. 18, · 
1 .... 
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·· Po~ s~Le 




