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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR:

I don't a8 » rule step over into Blrokinnn ter-
ritory but &s an old stager I feel compelled to do
. 80 for once so that I can join in my collengue's
protest in what he cells the "Tinker Mystery". I
renember the led's first appesrnnce way back in
1905. I have grown old, or nenrly so, whilat he
hap, until recently, remAined in his teens. During
those 40 odd years he has always been just Tinker.
Its daft to chrnge it now ~ just as anft ns if
Harry Wharton suddenly found himself in the fifth
form after been just 40 yeers in the Rerove. Whnts
wrong with Tinker? Surely the 4.P. arn't afraid
Mr.Shinwell nade the name unpopular? Anywny, I
.refuse to recognise Ted Carter. :
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And we don't want a "knocking 'em back"™ Tinker
either. I prefer the cherry, if sometimes cheeky
(to Ooutts and Co.) loyal lad who addressed Blalke
as guvnor. To méke him different gives one the
| same feeling of resentment as if on re-visiting
"peter Pan" one found that youth enjoying himself
in a night club.

' Drop it, Mr.Editor S.B.Lib. please.
* * *

I have heard by air-mail from Jack Murtagh of
New Zealand, that he is sending along shortly rn
artiole which includes & list of all E.S.Brooks
gtories in stiff covers. under his various pen-
nemes. This in response to Mr.Hamilton's thought-
ful suggestion.

* * *

Would you like to have the C.D. for a year for
nothing? Well, there's an opportunity. Mr.H.A.
Smith, of Scole, Dias, Norfolk, has very kindly
| offered to pay the subs. to the reader who submits
what is considered the best article on "Why I Col-
lect the Story Papers", about A00 words, please.

Yours sincerely,

(DNebosrtz @mx

A VISIT TO & PAMOUS COLIECTOR
by
George C. Foster.

Many collectors of old boys' books will have
heard of Mr.Barry Ono, who died a few years ago.
He had, I think, one of the finest collections of
4them, whieh has ever been gathered, and he ended
just about where most people begin. I have one or
two books I bought from him still. Niecely bound
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copies of very early Boys Friend Iibraries. The rnmée
of time, over which the books he possessed were
printed, was considerable. I think that the first
was issued about 1840.

These early issues were quite well produced,
wiith good illustrations, although the reading mat-
ter wes not, perhaps, of a high quality. It was not,
ng far as I could see, until about twenty to twenty-
five years' leter, in. the "gixties" and "seventies"
that the term "penny drendful" began to be enrned.
I remember seeing wopies of some of these of the
period, which were Mr.Ono's proudest possessions.
There was "Varney, the Vampire", or "The Feast of
Blood", which he told -me was the book, which gave
the idea of his plot to the suthor of "Dracula.
There wae snother publication entitled, and sub-
titled (for they were all sub-titled then) - "The
Skeleton Cluteh, or the Goblet of Gore'". These were
by another author called Thomes Prest Lloyd.

Another publication he possessed was "Sawney
Beane; or the Man-eater of Midlothian" - & tale
based on the true story of that odd character the
Scottish cannibal and his family - all likewise
cannibals, who lived in the time of King Jumes the
Pirst of Scotlend. Mr.Ono mlso had & series on liny
Turpin, supposedly Dick Turpin's sister. I saw amon-
gst his collection "The Wild Boys of Prris", #nd An
American "blood" of the "seventies", which borsted
proudly "4 Murder on Every Page!"

0f one freak issue I treasured the memory for
e long time. It appeared that there was a series,
very popular in the seventies, of certain characters
which went on week by week, much as charaeters did
in the schoolboy stories of a later time. The authox
of these was paid weekly on a Friday night, and was
reckoned sober enough on the following Friday morn-
ing to write his story for the issue which would
appear the following week, - things moved swiftly in
those days. : ]
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One day:mnother similar paser offered him mere
money to com@ over to them, and keep his defleection
quiet from His present employers. He ceme in on
the Friday mo as ususl and killed off all the
characters:in the stoi'gein the last chapter by a
terrible shipwreck. blishers did not know
this, and the *paper went to press and appeared!

Even the.boys of that day would not atand this +
imagine the reactions of the modern doy before the
wer, - 1f sqmeone had killed off the whole of the
Greyfrifrs Remove in a final paragraph — So they,
the,. publishers found = new author, and he revived
the “charscters very speciously in the first chapter
of the mext issue. I saw these two issues, with
-bhre.‘r-tem,ina], paragraphs, .in Mr.0Ond's eollection.
.7 wiorathen Widle, the Thief-Taker" - "The Skel-
eton Horsemen" - "Sweeny Todd, the Demon Barbex of
Fleat Street" — "The Night Riders of Hounslow Heathf

and meny more. I often wonder what has happened o
gll Mr.Ono's splendid collection. ;

= OLD BOYS' BOOK CIUB

Resume of & Meeting held at 27, .Archdale Road,
East Dulwich, London, 5.E.22, on Sundsy, the 29th
.of Pebruary, 1948, at 6-0 p.m.

* * *

A1though & number of our friends were not able
4o attend, this first meeting was very succesaful.
Those present were as follows: Mr.R.Blythe, Mr.F.
Kuling, Mr.B.Whiter, Mr.& Mrs.R.Whiter, Mr.d.Parroty,
Mr.dJ.Herman, Mr.M.Haswell, and IMr.&. Mrs.L.Packmen
(of above address).

After general introductions had been mnde the
following matters were discussed:

1. Black List:- In view of certain people's methods
| of doing business it wns felt by all that some form
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of Black List was necessary. Various nimes came
under discussion and it wes agreed that the C.D.
be asked to insert m notioce in ench subsequent
issuc of the Collectors' Digest or Collectors'
Digest Annunl to the effect thet only those whose
names appear in either of these publieations are
recognised as bono-fide Collectors (unless, of
course, known personnlly to fellow-collectors).

2. Price Control due to Dealers' High Prices: It
was agreed that the C.D, should be asked to insert
e short article in the next issue to the effect
"Phat some demlers are charging higher prices thnn
cen be afforded by most collectors, ~nd thnt one
of the purposes of the C.D,.B,Club is to try to fix
n reesonsble price within the rench of nll ecollect
ors' financis." Prices, apart from specinlised num-
bers, agreed as a basis for snle snd for exchrnge
are as follows:-

1d, 134d and 2d Prpers (Amnl.Press, etc): 1932
to 1940, Ad to 94 each; 1925 to 1931, 1/- each;
1920 to 1924, 1/3 ench; 1915 to 1919, 1/6 ench;
1910 to 1914, 2/- each; esrliur, 2/6 ench upwnrd
ficcording to individunl mexrit.

3d and 44 Libraries: 193%2 to 1940, 1/~ each;
1925 to 1931, 1/3 each; 1920 to- 1924, 2/- each;
earlier, price sccording to individusl merit.

3. Advertisers: It is requested that the C.D. be
asked to arrange that only Collectors of 0O.B.Books
should be allowed to advertise and not to inelude

in the Collectors Digest such itens as Stamps and

Gramophone Records, or any similar extraneous aub-i
|

jects.

The meeting felt very strongly about this, as
it was understood that the Collectors' Digest vnas
for the purpose of 0.B. Books and not £ miniature
Exchange end Mart. Thce amount of money lost to
the publishers as a result of excluding these other
items could easily be recovered by incrensing the
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rice of the Collectors' Digest to - say 1s.Ad.
eryone present being only too ready to pay the
increased price per copy.

It was arranged that the next meeting will be
neld at Mr,.Whiter's house, T0A Tordship Lene, N.22,
on Sunday, 4th April 1948, at 6 p.m.

The Meeting concluded at 9-15 p.m. after a very
pleasent evening enjoyed by all.

ko *¥ ¥

Editorial Comments

Well, our London friends don'%t appear to have
wasted much time et their meeting on the year's
extra day, do they? Sure it is they struck topiecs
which simply bristle with difficulties, almost be-
yond. the wit of man to solve. However, let me get
down to showing some of them, though how I'm going
to do it in the space available, heaven only knows.

Pirst, the suggested "Black List". Phew! When
I pead that those who did not subscribe to the C.D.
should be comsidered "doubtfuls", I got all hot and
bothered. Whilst my colleague and I appreciate the
compliment, honestly we could not ‘accept it as a
practical proposition. To illugtrrte, let me give
s recent experience. Opening my mtil the other
mprning I found the first letter giving me a pleas-
ant thriil., It ceme firom a Sheffield friend and it
told of a very nice nction on the part of another
colleetor in the same Gity; how they had later met
end hed an enjoynble time, Said I "Nice work. Thats
the stuff". But, sad to relate, three other let-
ters thet morming gave me o feeling of sheer dis-
may. They all contained complaints #nd accusntions
against other collectors, My dismay increased when
T noted thet two or three of those mentioned were
gsubscribers to C.D. However, I am sure these are
exceptions, for I hnve always found the great mnjor
ity Jolly good fellows.
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Now I am sure it will be agreed that it is im-
possible for us to make public these complaints. If
we did there would be counter charges, until there
would be room for nothing else in the magaszine.

Lest year we did use a lot of space in exposing
the swindles. That was justified for everyone knoww
where Pearson is now. But that was something dif-
ferent.

No, we dare not go eany further than to promise
that we will certainly expose any case of plain
fraud sut ocannot possibly start a witch hunt gen-
erally. We will, of comrse, give advice in confid-
ence in cases where it seems clerr some collector
or dealer is not playing the gome.

Now, that Price Problem. Believe me, that has
been giving us headaches ever since prices started
to sky-rocket. 4t first sight the table drawn up
at the meeting looks business-like and reasonable,
but when you probe further more and more pitfalls
are discerned. For instence, I take it the meeting
was thinking of the papers most in demand, but they
don't say so. But whnat about the scores of other
1 papers published over the period? If the table wes
accepted there would be the danger that it would
not be just taken as a maximum for the Magnet, Gem,
ete., but general for all. Someone with Chums or
Young Britain for 1919 to offer (to choose. nnmes
at random) might say "1/6 please, in neccordance
with the list". 4bsurd, yes, but there it is. It
me quote a case., Recently severnl collectors hove
shored hundreds of copies of & paper which follows
closely behind the Megnet in popularity. They came
from a dealer; they were in absolutely mint condi-
tion and the price was just half the one suggested
in the table. If those prices hnd been published
as a guide previously, would thnt denler have been
Justified in doubling his price?

Then the meeting said "apart from specialised
numbers". Well, whose going to decide what are
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"specialised numbers"? We know, of course, that
the St.Jim's stories in Pluck are woxth far more,

to most collectors, than any of the other mzm'bera
but supposing one ‘bhinks more about the Wycliffe
stories appearing about the same time, and sent us
an advert. offering 4s.0d4 each for them - have we
to refuse it becsuse it exceeds the price laid
down? One could giwve scores of similar illustrat-
ions. ' .

Now- & word about the dealers. I certainly hold
no bried for them. I'm one of those wHo can't resist
the temptation to buy if any of my favourites are on
offer, so no one wants reasonable prices more than
I do. But we must try to be fair; some of the chaps
who are doing It from a purely buaineaa point of
view have I know been spending considerable sums
in advergising.

I have been furnished with proof o:f this for
take it from me I have not been idle. Sometimes
their adverts. have brought good results, sometimes
not a reply. On the whole, however, the enterprise
has brought to -light thousends of papers. Some I
have heard of which have been unearthed from attics
or goodness knows where and have simply amazed me,
for I wouldn't have thought if possible st this time
of day, and they hsve been in mint condition too.

I have also seen some of the prices denlers have
been asked to pay and I am bound to admit that most
people, whether recognised collectors or not, seem
to ve a good idea what Magn.ets Gems, ete. are
fetching to-day.

Now hitherto, all too few copies have been pas-
sing round between collectors, a dozen fellows
eager to get hold of any one availabla until the
copies are falling to bits. Have the dealers a
case when they claim that they have brought much
new blood within the reach of collectors and thus
relieved the 8ituation? Moreover, isn't it possible
that ultimately, it will mean th&t pricea will f£al11l|
merely as a result of the law of supply and demand?




95

In passing I might say that one shrewd collector
friend of mine with whom I was discussing the pro-
blem on the 'phone.was of the opinion that prices
will fall for the simple reason that there's not so
much money about, just as they went sky-high when
there was plenty. I'm inclined to agree with him.
If so, the problem will solve itself.

Now just & word about the third resolution -
advertisements. It is true that in two instances
adverts were accepted for other than books. We con-
fess it never occurred to us that these would be
objected to. However, we are prepared to agree that
the mag. shall be 100% books. The loss in revenue
is immaterial, but we should like to be frank and
reveal that every copy of the C,D. we send out
costs more than the 1s.04 charged for it. When
everything is taken into considersafion, even with
the revenue from adverts, our budget isn't balanced,
When we started the mag. my colleague said "ILets
make it A good one. You'll get most of the work,
therefore, I'll nmeke good any loss". Well, since
No.l I think it will be agreed we heve inproved it
out of recognition, despite the fact thnt costs of
production have gone up 25%, as a result I oan assw
you that my colleague of Blakiann has had to re-
plemish the exchequer on several occasions. Despite
this we don't went to increase the price if we can
possibly help it even if our friende said they were
willing to pay s.6d (we greatly appreciate that
compliment). It would help a lot, though, if
readers would send their subs. along as quickly as
possible and if they feel they can afford it &
month or two in advance. We have nothing to com-
plain about on the whose, there are just a few who
are inclined to lag, probably through oversight.

Well now, I must stop, for the time being, or
there will be room for nothing else in this issue.

WANTED: A4ldine Publications, Dick Turpins, Claude
guwala, ete. E.R.Iandy, 4, Nuneeton Road, Daegenham,
S8eX.
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KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN !

14th March, 1948.
Dear Editor,

I have had a short talk with Mr.Skilton this
week who informs we that the third Bunter Book will
follow the second one very Shortly, good news &s
2 § am sure you will agree.

Yours sincerely,
Mavin Haswell.

* * *

Dear Editor,

Mr.Baguley in his letter of 16th Jenuary, when
speaking of the works of C.H. and E.S.B. remarks
that "they are escapist fiction with a shockingly
meagre besis of realism", a statement that proves
ridiculous under analysis, for what is it he ex-
pects to find in escapist literature but a 'meagre
basis of realism'? Surely a great necessity in
such work is the departure from realistic repres-
| entation, otherwise it would offer no escape, which
after all is the.quintessence of boys' stories.
Although lir.Baguley would appear to derive infinite
delight from his disparagement of escapism, he is
certainly not above indulging the desire for it, as
he admits, and there is no doubt that such n desire
may result in positive good if properly directed.
How are we ever to point a moral or inspire a young
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mind satisfactorily, and pleasantly, without tak-
ing advantage.of its natural propensities for the
atmosphere o6reated by extravagant settings and situ
ationa filled with the characters of the imaginat-
ion?
I suggest that Mr.Baguley examines the signi-
ficance of his statements in the future lest his
temerity shoud again lead him to make utternnces
which he is unable +to substantiate.

‘John Hewes.
% ) * ¥

15th March, 1948.
Dear Mr.Editor,

In connection with Mr.Joseph Baguley's letter
on the subject of Mr.E.S.Brooks, may I be permitted
to contradict his comment that "renders have heanrd
Eric before on the same subject". Prior to the
original letter on the matter, "Eric" has never
mentioned Mr.Brooks in the C.D.

Mr.Baguley mentions that C.H. and E.S.B. were
small beer outside their own limited fields. Con
he tell us of any writer who isn't?

Mr.Baguley pays & fine compliment to Mr.Hamil-
ton, when he suggests that the latter had thirty
plots in his stordies. I have heard it said that
there are four plots in the world of liternture,
and that the Bible contains them nll, If Mr.Hrmil-
ton really hed thirty, he must ne a supermon.

If, as Mr.Baguley suggests, the work of E.S.B.
was nore essentially interesting to an avernge
spAll boy, it is surprising that the Nelson Ilee
Librery wes incorporanted with the Gen in the nmiddle
thirties, while both the Magnet and the Gen con-
tinued their prosperous careers till the paper
shortage brought their suspension.

; Yours sincerely,
Eric Fayne.
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Dear Editor,

T think Mr.Baguley's letter rubbiph. I've no
doubt . you'll get plenty of protests _':E‘.'mm the clon.,

* “"Robert Whiter.

y 1 * * *
Dear Mr.Editor,

I agree with Mr.Baguley when he says Mr.Hanil-
on wrote thirty stories and he's been repeating
4hen ever since ... I can't understand vhy per-
gons went to collect a complete set of Magnets when
at the nost, two years' issues contain all the
plots and exhaust the interest. But I must say I
hed a particularly happy tine rending those "Thirty
gtories". :

Yours sincerely,

D. McGreevy. .

A

POR SAIE: Hundreds of Magnets and Gens, 9d. to:
1/— each; 700 Nelson Lees 1920-1933 (hundreds spall]
series) 1/- each; 1893-1915 4d &-1d Marvels, PTucks,
Tnion Jecks, 2/~ each. g :

2.000 various copiea of following; 64 per copy,
1y MTNT CONDITION. Gheer Boys Cheer; Boys Journalj
Pals; Rocket; Modern Boy; Boys Magazine; Champion;
Triumph; Kinema Comic; Meccano Magazine; Hotspur;
Skipper; Wizzard; A&dverture; Ranger; Rover; Scout;
between 1913-1939. . ;

32 Dixon Hewkes 1920-1926; 100 Boys Priend Libs
1920-193%9; 100 Sexton Blakes, 1920-1946A; 200 Schooll-
boys Owns; 2Pp0-400 Holiday Annuals 1920-193%8; 26
Modexn Wonders of the World. Best offers accepted.

W.Martin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, Ion-
don, N.W.10. :

WANTED: Nelson Iees, 1st Ser. Nos.112 to 130. Pe
Populars 1919 to 1925, Good condition essential.
pricgzpaid. 1. Packman, 27 frchdale Road,East Dulwich,
S.El22. y ' |
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The Nelson Lee Column

Gonducted by Robert Blythe,
81 Alsen Road, Holloway, london, N.7.

Since answering Mr.Smith's query last month cons
cerning the 'Holiday &nnuaT*, I can now state quite
definitely, thanks to BDob Whiter, that 1932 & 1936
were the only years in which stories of St.Franks

appeared.

Mr.Smith also wants to know why it was the E.S.!
wrote stories of Nelson Lee when the character was
invented by Mexwell Scott. According to Mr.Brooks
himself the facts are that he was asked to take ovel
the character by the editor. There was no other
reason.

Mr.Charles Wright of Greenwich asks "why did the
N.L. die out after a comparatively short life?" I
think it-can be truthfully seid that the deeline of
the Nelson Iee started about half-way through the
1st N.S. It coincided with a change of editors.
Hamilton fans will be interested to know- that it
was the "Magnet" editor who took over from this
point! This editor, for reasons unknown, deeided
to change the whole layout graduslly. The result
can be seen in the lsmentable 2nd N.S, Circulation
figures dropped continuously, until, after am effor
to save the old paper with reprints of the earliest
stories (3rd N.S.) it was compelled to cease publi-
cation. No doubt the then existing authorities had
reasons for their chenge of policy but to say that
it was not successful would be ‘an understatement.

Another question that Mr.Wright reises is -~
"which series is the most popular?" Permsonally, I
think that the first Ezra Quirke series (Nos.542 to
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549 0.S.) is by far the most po; r. I may be
wrong of course so how about others writing and
letting me know what they consider to be the best?

Several questiona are asked by Mr.Burrow of
Leeds. He wants to know whether St.Franks and its
environs are based on actual places. Sorry to have
to disillusion anyone who thinks they were, but
the truth is that they are purely imaginative.

Mr.Wright also asks for details of Mr.Brooks?
life. I am unable to answer this satisfactorily as
I know only that he was born in Iondon,  -has spent
most of his life in East Anglia, and is at pres-
ent living in Iondon.

Another question he asks, reminds me that I
slipped up last month when giving the names of
artists of the N.L. He wants to know who illustre-
4ed the N.I. in the numbers around No.1l55 2nd N.S.
This was of course our old friend R.J.Marcdonald of
the "Gem" who did quite & number of drawings in the
2nd New Series. 5 |

. Have discovered two more No.l's. Mpr.Simpson's
and Mr.Burrow's. Mr.Simpson tells me that Mr.Stan-
nard of Chelmsford also posses a copy. Is that so
Mr.Stanmard? In any case, at the moment there are
only 5 known to exist.

Mr.Charles Hemilton has suggested that we pub-
1lish the titles of E.S.B's. novels. 4 good idea
Mr.Hamilton. Thanks for suggesting it. Here goes
with a few: "Thank you, Mr.Conquest", "Convict
10A6", "Meet the Don", "Six to Kil1ll", "Gonquest
takes all",

They are published by Oollin's and can be ob-
tained in paper covered edition at 1/-. There are
others, of course, but they'll keep.

Cheexrio! More next month.

* * *
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.THE C4LPTAIN |
by |
L. M. 41len. |

A Magazine well worthy of honourable mention
amongst the ranks of 0ld Boys Papers is "The Captai
Although not so widely circulated.as "The Magnet"
family it had & faithful following and attained the
ripe old age of twenty-five. years. Published throug}
out by Geo.Newnes Ltd. first saw the light of day.
on 22nd March, 1899. survived World War No.l, and
continued until March, 1924, when a curt four line
snmouncement in the Editorial stated publication
was to be suspended. Not even the satiafaction of
a merger with a more popular paper wos offered to
the presumably few remaining subscribers. A mpgazine
of the same name was produced in May 1934 by the
Wilmo Press but had very little resemblonce to the
original.,

The "Captain" was published once every month,
starting at Ad a copy and eventually rising through
the course of years to o 1/-. The price was probabij
the reason for its somewhat restricted circulation,
one could find the wherewithnl to purchnse r  cheape:
4.P. product for more easily. 4 hnlf yenrly annunl
was published however,; and personslly I found &
timely hint to relatives at Xmas and birthday pro-
duced the current volume. In fact on one occasion
my advance work was so thorough that the gift was
duplicated.

Throughout its career the Editorial was & feat-
ure, without being too formal good advice was of-
fered and answers to correspondents dealt with care
and thought. It is interesting to note thot the bloc
heading to this, drawn by Hassall, was used with
every issue. -

(Continued).




lo2
REBELLION'!

by
Robert B he
(Contd. ).

However, Martin gets bigger snd better ideas of
how boys should be governed, with the result that
once again the Remove, led by Nipper, rebel; this
time in the West Wing of the Ancient House. After
much exeitement, the Governor of the Board of Dir-
ectors is forced to sign 8 document absolving every<
one from blame. The element of detection is provided
by Nelson Iee proving that Mr.Martin was guilty of
a rebbery three years previous.

We now come to the series which although deal-
ing with a rebellion, differs from others inasmuch
as only part of the Remove are in revolt (Nos.336-348
0.S.). They are led in this case by Timothy Tucker
and Armstrong. They took this step beenuse of the
anctions of Dr.Stafford the Headmaster. Unknown to
anyone exceot Nelson Lee and Nipper he is being
firugged by the new Science Master, & Mr.Trenton,
{this drug having the effect of producing violent
paroxysns of rage, ond, as seems to be usunl, it is
the Renove thnt suffers; hence the revolt. However,
Nipper persundes several of his friends not to join
the Berring-out, and the two factions tern then-
gelves Ioynlists and Rebels. The Rebels hold the
Ancient House and the rising is conducted on the
1ines of » Boshevik Revolution, the partiea refer-
ring to each other as "ecomprde", and insisting upon
possessing equnl rights with everybody, including
the Head and the Masters!

This strte of affairs does not long endure; and
for various reasons, to numerous to discuss here,
they are pardoned and allowed to run the school
on Communistic lines a8 an experiment.

As this barring-out occupies only two booka in
the thirteen of the series, I shnll not deal with
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the details of the rest of the plot. Suffice it to
say that Nelson Iee saves Dr.Stafford from nndness,
lir.Trenton gets his deserts, and the Conmunists
ere finelly subdued. -

One of the most entertanining series wes that
which follows next, for the story of Petticost
Rule at St.Franks is certainly one of the most
eriginal of any of the barring-out stories.

Miss Jene Trumble hnd been elected Chrirmen of |
the Board of Governors, and chose to mnke fn app-
earance at St,Franks at a time when the Hend is
administering corporal punishment. She countermnndsg
his orders in front of the whole school, ~nd in
such a way as to cause Dr.Stafford to resign on
the spot. She thereupon decides to tnke the reins
heraelf, in order that she may put into practice
her ideas on the administration of =~ boy's school.

Miss Trumble was an elderly spinster with ex-
ceptionally curious views regarding bringing about
. this new stote. She considered everybody from the

Sixth to the Third were mere children, and should
be treated as though they were attending kinder
garten instead of a Public School. She tells the
Masters that in future the school must be run in
accordance with her views, but the Masters, not in
the least relishing the notlon of being told whrt
to do by & women of Miss Trumble's cnlibre, and
moreover, disliking her intensely, rcsign in 2)
body. Miss Trumble, now unable to find masters
to teach under her direction, decides to install -z
Mistresses. The prospect of St.Franks being run by
women Teachers is more than any boy in the school
could besr, and although, for the first dny or two,
the boys eppreciate the humour of the situntion, it
is not long before they become rebvellious, more-
over petty restrictions are imposed culminating in
a final blow when they are banned the use of their
studies. &fter the decision to revolt had been

taken, they take possession of & barn at the far
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gide of Little Side (Lee fans will I hope, know
where these places are) which they call "Fort
Resolute" and proceed to hold out in the face of
adverse conditions which included & tribe of gyp-
gies, starvation and floods. At one point Miss
Trumble calls for an armistice, and, on certain
conditions, the rebels agree to suspend hostilit-
ies and return to the school. Having achieved her
purpose Miss Trumble goes back on her word, so en-
raged are the rebels that they refuse to allow Misg
Trumble to remnin at the school. Newspapers take
up the story, and the Governors hold an enquiry;
with the result that the boys are exonerated, and
Miss Trumble and the Mistresses get their march-
ing orders. ' :

The William K. Smith series (455-463 0.85.)
which comes next on our list was another veg or-
iginal story, and is so full of incidents, that, in
order to do it justice, one would have to write
at great length. In this article we ean sketch
only & very rough outline, leaving unanswered many
a llwhyﬂ and "HOW".

W.K.Smith is a German-American multi-million-
aire who has purchased all the property upon which
St.Franks standg, including a great portion of the
surrounding countryside, for the purpose of er- :
recting several large factories. Through his mach-
inations Dr.Stafford is forced to resign and a Mr.
Ponsonby Small is installed in his stead. Mr,Small
is & "nasty piece of work" to say the least.

Smith very soon makes himself hated by the
boys, so much so that when Mr.Small, acting on
Smith's instructions imposes restrictions and
harsh punishments the school is soon ready for
revolt., Indeed, Handforth does stage a rebellion |.
but, in his characteristic way, makes no preparat-
ions whatever, with the consequences that he and
his supporters are defeated.

It is Nipper (as usual) who decides when the
time is ripe for a real "barring-out", and it is
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decided to fortify themselves in the Power House
which had been erected in the field adjoining the
school. For & time they are successful, and Mr.
Smith's schemes are handicepped, but not for long,
for Smith, using huge tractors and hundreds of men
soon break in, only to f£ind the place deserted. In
the meantime Nipper, knowing things to be hopeless,
has installed the rebels on Wilkards Island. This
is another thorn in his plans for erecting large
dynamoes. Ince again Smith employs his men to evict
them, with devastating results for the men, and
this continual defeat so inflames them that they
get completely out of hand &nd some of the boys are
in denger of being seriously injured. Smith is by
now so scared by the attitude of his employees that
he signs a document promising not to interfere again
in any way with St.Franks. However, it is too late,
for the mob has lost all control, and when they
finally over-run the Island and find it deserted,
(for Nipper gnd Co. have left by a tunnel) they go
gggpletely berserk and decide to burn down St.

nks. -

The whole school prepare to defend the college,
and in the ensuing struggle many of the boys axe
injured. The situation is only saved, at the last
moment, by the arrival of a regiment of Territorlals
who had picked up & wireless S.0.5. Mr.Smith of
course, gets his demerts and spends a considerable
+4ime in nmeditation in one of H.M.Prisons.

This series, snd I am sure that those of you
who have read it will agree, is one of -the most
exciting that Mr.E.S.Brooks ever wrote.

WANTED URGENTLY: Schoolboys Owns,Libs. between
Nos.40 and 140. Good Prices paid for single copies
or bulk. _John Bucklemd, Hazlewood, Stejme Road,
Seaford, Sussex. ' ‘ (Contd.)
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ODD_BOOKS: Sale or Exchange, ILists exchanged,

complete stories, Boys Friend Iibreary, eto. 35

. Henry J.H.Bartlett, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bpid+
port, Dorset. .

N IEES WANTED: Nos.545, 559, 560, No.38 (st
New Series). Many copies for sale or exchange. '
..M. 41len, 3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffield, 7. ..

e

Y,

¥

_ ERIGC = PAY BB Al
wishes to -thank fellow=collectors and friends-
have written to him during the past few momths;
and to offer his sincere apologies to anyone who
may not have received & reply. Any seeming dis-
courtesy has been due to extreme pressure of work
and to a period of illness.

MAGNETS WANTED: Urgently, between 1922 and 1930.
Good prices paid. Have Magnets 1936 to 1940 for
exchange. J.Corbett 49, Glyn Parm Road, Quinton,
BirminghAam. g i

WANTED: 04d copies of red Magnets, Plucks, Empire)
Realm, Lot o' Fum, Nugget ILibrary, A&ldines and -
similer papers. Particulars and prices to :- e
W.H.Clough, 3,*onthill Grovem Sale, Manchester.

FOR SAIE OR EXCHANGE:

Pee Lees, S.0.Idbs., Boys Friends, Newnes Diock
Turpins, Sexton Blnkes, Gems, No.1l7 Monster Lib-
rary. Stamp for IList. D.MoGreevy, 17, Edward
Street, Turgan, - Go. Armagh, Northern Ireland.

Ldvertise in the Colleetors" Digest




411 Correspondence to

H.M.Bond, 10 Erw Wen, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.

THE RQUND TABIE

Imst month we published an article by Jack Cook
"Meet Norman Conguest! alins Waldo the Wonder Mean'
‘in which the author stnted his belief that the cur-
rent geries of bound novels denling with the advent:
-ures of Norman Conquest and written by Mr.Edwy
Senrles Brooks under the pseudonym "Berkeley Groy"
.were, in part at least, copies.of some of the
“"wnldo” series which originnlly appe~red in "The
Union Jack" and "The Detective Weekly". Soon after
-pablication of No.l5 we received a letter from Mr.
“Prank Richards, renowned nuthor of the "Greyfriars”
-and "St. Jim's" stories protesting thnt such an
-article should appear within the peges of the C.D.
~and suggesting that Mr.Cook had unfairly accused
| Myr.Brooks of "rehashing" his former stories. Mr.
“Rishards says that when such an accusntion is made
“it should be accompanied by nactunl quotations from
‘both stories concerned, in other words the nccuser
mast state chapter and verse. Now I can quite
mnderstend how Mr.Richards feels about this and
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quite appreéciate that one author would naturally
%eel a Ettle perturbed when reading such revelat-
ions concerning the work of a colleague, but I .
eannot see that Mr.Cook showed any unfairness oF
malice in his artd#ele. In the first instance he
did not fail to give details, in fact he definite-
1y stated chepters, dates and even pages and tit-~
les. Moreover, he suggested only that certain .
scenes in the Norman Conquest stories were rehash-
es of certain scenes in the Waldo stories. Thias is
very apparant when one compares the stories ment-
ioned, although I suppose the word "rehash" was &
Jittle too &trong as used in paragreph two of Mr.
Cook's article, Mr.Richarda goes on to sny thot
one may as well accuse Scott, Cutcliffe, Hyme,
Dickens, Cervantes snd even himself of such re-
hashing just because one charncter does the same
sort of thing in one story as another does in &

. gsecond story, but I will say here that this obser-
vation is, to my mind, just a little wenk, for it
was not # chase or Norman Conguest performing a
gingle act in the same monner as Rupert Waldo, but
of & whole series of acts with exactly the same -
background. The one about the dropping by parnchutqg
from a plane into the grounds of » mysterious e
house surrounded by & high wall with spikes, for
instence. And the subsequent attack by s large dog
Surely Mr.Brooks hnd not forgotten that his Waldo-
had done this %wars ago? It is very unlikely
that he should mak .Oonquest do the same thing
again without a thought of his previous story. The
same thing applies to the saving of the girl firom
the' track of the fire ine. I myself hnve ob-
gerved similarities in 1 Congueat and Waldo stor+
ies, too many of them to be sheer coincidence, But,
be that as it mey, the reak object of Mr,.Cook's
article was NOT to belittle the work of Mr.Brooks
so ruch as to show the reader that, contrary to
Mr.Brooks recent declarntion that he had "forgot-
$en" all ebout his old twopenny paper stories and
thnt he was concentrnting on "ndult novels", the
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author was fully aware of their success in the past
and was trying to repeat his former successes in
the juvenile field with his newly found adult
réaders. And anyway Mr.Cook suggested that we
should be pleased to see such things happening. I
agree, we should. I, for one, would be delighted
if some of the grand old stories were reprinted.
After 211, many other Sexton Blake stories have
been reprlnted and issued in "bound" form, and they
have been a success. & recent example was the re-
hash of Mr.fnthony Parsons "Ioot of Fronce" which
was published by Wright nnd Brown last year as
"Death On the Mall", and there are many other ex-
amples. No, I cannot see any horm in Mr.Cook's
article and am in entire agreement with his senti-
ments. How Mr.Brooks could ever deem the article
as "reckless attack" (to use Mr.Richards own words)
is beyond me. Were I the author I should be pleased
to think that my work hnd llved S0 long and was

ohserved so closely.
*  o* %

My remarks last month re Tinker alias Carter
seem to have met with the approval of most Blake
fans and I have received many letters echoing my
gsentiments. So far no word has come from the Editor
of "The Sexton Blake Library" to whom & copy of the
C.D. concerned was sent but should one come before
publication date of this issue I will try and in-
clude it as & "Stop Press" item. Two volumes of
the Library this month do not seem to maintion
Carter although at the time of writing I have not
read the volumes. Let us hope that Ted Carter has
disappeared for ever! :

‘4&nother old Blake suthor returns to the fold
this month I see. Yes, it is n long while since we
had the pleasure of se91ng the nname "Moartin Frazer"
under the title of a Bleke story, not since June
1942 in fact, all but six years! I was also plensec
to note that Mr,Frager introduced Blake in the firsi
chapter. Far too-many recent ynrns hnve waited un-




4ing for delnying him the policeman asked Satira if

de'r further ~ they WERE on the lookout for him but
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41l alrnost the end of the story before the deteet-
ive was introduced, a policy that is not in keep-
ing with the traditions of the Iibrary. Anthony
Pnrsons seems slap up-to-date ngﬁm with his--1a%-
cat yarn "The Lost of Pakistan", in Vol.No.1lh4.
Eric Parker's best cover 11111&‘01‘&1:1011 for some
time too! -

It hos often been stated (and sometimes by the
A.P. thenselves) that the first Blake story appear-
ed in No.2 of "The Union Jeek" in 1894. Illost Blak-
ians have, for some time, known that this was not
the case and that Blnke first appeared in a story
in No.6 of "The Mnrvel" in 1893, Hopes of ever ob-
taining this issue had long since faded when ny
co—editor sent me an excited letter to tell ne ..

thet he thinks he will be nble to get hold of this
valunble item. For days I held ny breath (or so
it seermed) and then -~ "I've got it " he writes with
enthusinen "ond it's in MINT condition too - What
a scoop!". 4&nd WHAT a scoop it is. As I write |
this I have not yet seen the copy in question for
"Teek" says '"bags I first" bit already we have .
plans for a reproduction of the historic cover and
I hope to give you the real "low down" on the st_ory
next nonth!

With effect from this issue I am preaenting r_
"Blakiana" completely as a "Round Table" feature.
In other words I am not, in future, going to pub-
1lish articles under their own headings but include"
them in this feature. Not only will this save &
bit of space, but it will make the job easier Zor
the duplicating agency and will, T think, give the’
gection a more persoxm=l touch. Speak:l.ng o:f articles
reminds me that I have not been able to include the
further episodes in the career of Dr.Savira, so
here goes:-

THE STORY OF DR.SATIRA, Part 5. &fter apologis-

|-he bad geen o cyclist on the road. No need to won-




The
gucrionsed mnd thnt he was contiming to drive nt
own risk, but that 4id not deter Sntire one bit|
drove on strnight to London, esoonsed hir.-
salf in the suite reserved at the Hotel Cosmo by
mg and contagted one of his associates, ome
pe:r, of whom, more later. In the meantime Blakel

/Pinlkter and Coutta had given up all hopes of track-

S
Fecs

_ otor and had returned to
= « Blake was very pussled a5 to how Satira had
sluﬂ.adthsmandm foroed to wait for further dev-|~
elopments. Imagine his excitement when, after &

short intervel it came to his knowledge through
en‘4dtem in ‘the stop 88 oolumn of en evening papey
thﬂboﬂ.yofsst hed been found in the con-

gulting room of uw Village doctor! 4&nd %o

it seemed 't the Doctor
himpelf was -8ldo dead, having been Yrutelly marder-

deternination to lay hin by the heels beonme nluost
. obsession. He must be onught and caught quieckly
further reckless ter was to be avoided.
M although wireless 5.0.S. btulletins and news-
paper requests for informetion about the dead mem
_mﬁ:lad, no results were forthoomong and whem
_ mmtmthemdkﬁnomam.“
sheer chanece, for it wns thn@mqn of







