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Editor, Miscellnneous Section
Herbert Ieckenby, Telephone Exchonge,
C/o0.Central Registry, Northerm Commnnd, York.

In this issue we reproduce the openin;; chapters
of the very first Sexton Blake story. My colleague
will heve something to say about it, here I shall
Jjust like to say the page photographed splendidly,
and 1 am hoping it will come off the duplicator as
clearly. If it does, it opens up all sorts of pos-
: Bibilities., For instance, how about = complete re—
production of the first "Magnet". How does that
strike you? Anyway, more lrnter.

dlong with that 4 Mrrvel No.h, I hnd the fort-
'une to receive quite A goodly number of copivse of
| that paper and its companion, Pluck, rmd the Union '
| Jnek. 4s I hrd been serrching for them for » gener-|
Ation their grecn, yellow and violet covers were

|
| FROLZ THE EDITOR'S CH:IR:
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lgocd to lock upon especially ss they were as immscd
‘uwlate ag the day they came off the press - some of
| their pages even un-cut, and #lmost the first thing |
that caught my eye was a note by the editor in one |
'of them - #~id he "The first numbers are already ]
'out of print. Trke care of your copies +they will |
‘be worth a lot of money some day." How rizht was |
‘he! Tor in view of present controversies I hsd to

'grin over that, #nd I couldn't help wondering where |
' the copies hnd rested for over 50 years, for its |
'» long time. They were errefully bound in no prrti- |
‘eulrr order, probrbly by ~n rmateunr, yet ns I any,

'some of the prges -ere un-cut. There might be nn |
linteresting story behind them. :

- Koat of our rerders, I believe  will hrve rec-—

lgived the lotest issus of the 5.01°,C, thrt fine 1it-
$1le production rmny printer ould be proud of. 4nd

lone is plersed to see grrdurlly getting brck to

| the gige we knaw of vore. Congrritulntions Bill,

|nnd I guess thnt Greyfriars Gellery is gzoing to keup

| you bugy for sone time.

&ngd that's ~11 for now, for 1've got to grapple
|wi‘th the o0ld problem. how to get n quart - or shnll
I sey r grllon - into n~ pint pot.

Inst Iinute ¥lrsh: Ilir.tric Fayne hns gener-usly
offered £1 r8 A prize in ~nother 1little competition,
Details in June issue. Of = truth the C.D. hss sonu
gnod friends. I

Yours sincerely,

An interesting article, "I Visit Frank Richards'
by Mr.T.dJohnson, will rpperr in the June issue.

SELLING OUT — OFF TO AUSTRALI&: 5.0.L's; Mrgnets;
Gems; Populnrs; Boys Friend lMonthlies; Lees; ete.
State wents rnd price offered. J.Brguley, Pensilve,
Cornwnll.
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i THE CAPTAIN
|

b ¥
' L.4.410en
| Contd:

|

: Unny other feoous ertistes grreed its pages, i
| such =8 H.M.Brtennn, Ton Browne, Chris.Henps, Herth
 Robinson, Stanley L.Wood (the originnl illustrntor |
|of Crptnin Kettle) nnd those peerless depictors of |
| the seh: 1boy, Tom Peddic, H.M.Brock, =nd Thos.Henry.
|

i 4 galaxy ef talent was presented on the writing |
. side and readily to mind come T.G.Y¥odehouse, who :
| contributed six instalment school serials, Gunby
Hadath Richard Bird, Hylton Cleaver Wrrren Bell
\Alfred Judd, Harold Avery, ete. Adventure serials
'were catered for by John Buchan, Bourne Cooke, Her- |
' bert Strang, and many others. ;

! Another feature of the prper was the space allot%
ited to hobbius and, in turn, Cycling, 0.T.C. ,Photo- |
graphy, Redio, Strmps, took pride of plnce !

| tpperrntly the originel intention of the publishs-
ur wes to build circulrtion from Public Schools ~nd |
 for the Tirst ten years sprce wmg given to the Puhlib
' School Sports events; in fret, the dny following thu
| publicrtion of the first number the University Bont
|Race wes held snd the opportunity wns trken to nd- |
|vert13c the wegavine by merns of s lrunch prranding
the course suitably lnbelled. During rnd ~fter the
11914/18 war, however, this feature wrs grndunlly
idiluted probebly due to the chrnging public spirit |
and thc growth of the vorious school mrgrzines. |1

The End

Wites on the second Meeting held nt 706 Lordshi
Iane, Waod Green, London, N.22, on Sundny. 4th April,
1948, ~t 6-0 p.m. ]
‘ The second meeting got Auny to - fine stort nftel
(fifteen collectors hnd gnthered together nt the nboq%

OLD BOYS' BOOK CIUB L




r = 128 —

|

‘address. The master included liessrs.R.Blythe, T. |
Keeling, d.Parrott., J.Hermron, M.Herswell, %.Fnyme, |
‘H.Skinner R.H.Hunter, A.W.Inwson, 4,Holgnte, -
C.Wright, B G.Yhiter, L.Prckmrn ~nd Mr.& IMrs.R.H.
1\'-'!‘.'111:61‘.

|
|
|
| As some of the members had not been present nt i
the first meeting, =~ brief resume wrs resd out by |
‘I\h‘.R.Bly‘bhe, tu bring 711 ecllectors uy to dnte on -
'the topica., Then followed r. discussion on ~dverti-

ging. It wes suggested thrt all ndverts for insert-|
'ion in C¢.D. should not berr "Your prices prnid"; =B !
this would tend to mrke the price of the books kewp
rising, as collectors would try nand ocutbid ench
sther to get hold of certrin numbers. i
| 4 member remrrked thet througn the derlers ex-— |
| tenaive edvertising mriny books otiierwise unknown i
“hnd been brought to light. He rdvrneed r puggestion
f v the Club to pool resources rnd to nlso rdvert- |
‘igv extensively, then for merbersa to Jdraw out of :
|the hrt for the bookes thie obtrined; rfter rmch dis-
eunsion the ide~ wrs dropped ns not being prectical,

| t11 menbers were now present nnd Mrs. Vhiter
taking nadvrntrge of this fret rend out letters rec—
eivued frun friends uwnnble ts nttend. These incluled
l:ssrs, . Horaey, J.uederaft, R.Cox, T.o5rtchell,
 G.C.Foster, J.Shnw, F,Pettingell and C.'.Drniel.

| Our worthy Editor. lir.Herbert Leckonby hrd his |
| letter of good wishes resd out in which he nentioned
thet he would be with the cirele in spirit. Then |
followed r friendly debnte "Greyfrirrs versus St. |
Pranks", ir.R.Vhiter lerd the nttock rgrinst 5t,

| Franks, the latter being supported by Mr.Blythe,

' who was rasisted by lMr.Prekmrn. A4fter much fricndl]
'nrguing. Mr.Eric Fryne grve » speech supporting
Mr.R.Vhiter's firet st tepnent. The debrnte ended
with honours even,

i The Robert Blythe rnmnounced thet the exvhrnge
| seseion would now strrt. This novenent provel guite
A success to All present ~nd wrny exchrnges, cte.

o
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were nnde. Whilst n1l this wes in progress, Mrs.R.
Whiter arrived with ters nnd light refreshnents
which to use n lngnet tern, were both grateful aAnd
conforting. The tioe was getting on nnd ms severnl
of vur friends hal distrnces to trnvel, the meeting
broke up. It wes ngreed by ~11 nenbers to hnve \
been A grest success. Ir.EBric Payne kindly offered‘
t, hold the next neeting nt hia estrhlishnent nt
Surbiton - vote was teken nnd his kind offer rccept-
]ed. (Next Meeting 2nd Moy).

* * *

Editor's Corment:

Well, the sceond neeting with fifteen present,
| Btens to hnve been quite nn intervsting occasion.
Herewith iy friendly ccrments. I feel sure the dec-
igsion that the ider .f collective advertising wns
not n prnctical ne, wea the only pessible decision,
| for nany remrsons. It would be toc rmeh of n gnoble
(rnd the results would probnbly have been found ex-
| trenely diseppointing. Better lerve thrt kind of
thing to thuse who know which prpers to choouse for
jmilvertising. 48 for the debote, rnd the exchrnge of
| papers, thnt prrt of the necvting seens te hnve been
enjoyed by r£11, in thenselves rlone, scnething to
neke the grtherings well worth while.

Now to the controversial subjects - prices and
dealers. '’ell your editor wears a worried look. I
have in my file a pile of interesting articles, some¢
of which have been there » long time 8o much s0
that the writers of them must be beginning to think
they are never going to see the light. In addition,
the subjects just mentioned have brought me a recor
mail, go 88 I think the views of others will prove
of more interest than mine, I am allowing A good des
of space for them in the Corruspondence Columns o£nd
say little more nyself. I should just like to ex—
press a hope that everyone will take nll that hns
been snid in good pert, nnd remenber thot even doct-
ors disngree.
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Postscript:

When I suggested in the April iasuwe that the

| derlers were useful becruse they brought new dlood
into circulrtion, I hnd not then seen the ndverts
which nppecred therein, but I think the ndverts
anply proved my contention, And within a week of
their mppenrance I received numerous lettwrs fron
grateful collectors who were guick to take rdvnnt-
rga of the opportunities offered.

WLNTED: C(Certain 014 Series Nelson Lees and Modern
Boys. For Exchange, Magnets, Gems, end New and Old
Series Nelson ILees E.McPherson, 80 Benediet St.,
Glastonbury, Somerset.

. SAIE OR EXCHANGE: Magnets, Triumpha, Modern Boys,
| Chums, Nelson Iee's, S5.0.L's. Opecial offer of
Nelson lee's. all large size 8/f and 7/f per doe.
Chums 4/f per dor. & few Holiday &nnuals for Sale.
Boys Own Papers. h/3 per doz. 411 Books Poet Pree.
|H.4.Smith, 13 New Road Scole, Diss, Norfolk.

ODD BOOKS - S4LE OR EXCHANGE: Iists exchanged,
complete stories, Boys Friend Libraries, etc. Henry
J.H.Bartles:, Pz2asg i1l Shipton Gorge, Bridpert,

Domeath.

tWﬂ.NTED: Eawly deosu-t of (za, Mijnes, i"uwelk, Dread-
'nought. 4 few Megnews anu Gems for disposal and
| red _covered Magnets for exchange only. Eric Fayne,

| 25 Grove Nload, Surbiton, Surrey.

HMAGNETS wANTED: Urgently - between 1922 and 1930,
Good prices paid. Have lMagnets 1936 to 1940 for
exchange. I. Corbett, 49, Glyn Farm Road, Quinton,
Birminghem.

WANTED URGENTLY: Nelson Iees, 1st Series (1917)
124, 125, 126, 128; Gems, 1111, 1115. 4lso Wanted,
Geme 1101 to 1110, 1248 to 1260. L. Packman, 27
Archdnle Road. East Dulwich, Iondon. S.E,22,

| fdvertise in the Collectors' Digest
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'Duer Herbert Iceckonby,

: In reply to your query, the new books hnave been
‘a 1ittle delayed by the illness of the nrtist, but
I am told thet the delay will be brief, and thnt
'Ho.2 will be out in the enrly summer, followed by
‘No.3 after a very brief intervrl. 'nd ot this mom-
ent, I am vngnged upon No.4, which will be enlled
"Billy Bunter in Brazil" - Bunter ns usunl, butting
ints the title, though he won't be nllowed to sterl

the ShOW- yi4h kind regrrds,
Youra sincercly,
lgim Frenle Richrrds.

.~ "Billy Bunter's Birthdny Presemt" in Droille, -
'will be cut in liny.

| * * *

! THEY MET 4FTER MLNY YESRS

22nd fpril, 1948.

Dear Editor

By now you will heve herrd of the successful
meeting here last Sundry. Of the fifteen present on
proved to be Charlie Wright. He reminded me thrt he
lest spw me at the Hugh Middleton School, Clerken—
well, 31 yenrs ngo. We recrlled how I hrd to put rn
issue of the Mrgnet in the wrate_pnper brsket, but
retrieved it lnter. Yours sincerely,

Ben. Whiter.
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1.1 41len Iooks on the Bright Side
10th April, 1948.

Dear Mr.Editor

I was very surprised to read in the &pril C.D.
the suggested publication of a Black Liat. Surely
this does not arise from the pages of your magzezine.
I have corresponded with many fellow collectora
hitherto unknown to me and would like to put on
» cord the sincere pen-friendships formed, with
never once A discordant note, thanks to llessrs. !
R.& H.Goodyear C.Simpson, H.A.Smith, J.Coock, L.Vou-
per, R.V.Bennett; J. Shepherd, H.Dovler, V.H.Gender,
D.McGreevy, E.lMcPherson, J.Herman K R J.Wrreing, youn
gelf end several others. i

T have also always been highly satisfied vith
my dealings with Messrs.W.Martin and Herbert Smith.
They mast have the hobby interest at heert for no
one can visualise a rich reward in the buying and
se]_'lj.n% of 0.B.B's, =nd the risk of accumilating 2
pile of junk

* *

Its the Inexorgble Low of Supply rnd Demrnd
that does i%!

ey Eddtor, 14th April, 1948. |
T \as interested in the report of the Meeting,
and I think you've covered it all sdegquately. Surely
they should kmow that these papers are like a used
foreign stamp — they've no value in themselves if nd
one wants them, but proportionately as the number
of people who want the same thing increnses, 80
proportionately the price rises. That's gimple econd
omiocs. The only wiy to keep pricea low is not to
buy ot high prices - but that's a counsel of per-
fection to any collector who bedly wants ~n item.
T mst rdmit I've some sympethy with the denler. He
is trying to make r living, and A bookseller who
has t& esrry ¢ lot of slow moving stock (rnd sone
thnt never moves nt nll) rmet hnve n profit on whet
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he does well. I egree entirely with you that the
deeler serves a useful purpose in bringing new iten
into the ocommon pool; 3 hobhy that depends on each
teking in the others weshing muat before long come
to a full stop.

J.U.B. Stewart Hunter.

* * *
4 Imanceshire Man Compliments r Yorkshire One
15th 4pril, 1948.

Depr Editor,

I vas exceptionally impressed with the clear,
dignified and masterly write-up in the current
issue oz the C.D. under "Editorisl Commenta". 1 agr
with all you say about the "Black List" and "Price
| Problems", of course, is impossible to print a list
of complaints. Deliberate swindling is o different
matter. To give lists of prices is silly. Anyway
you've said all I want to say on that. I agree,
though, that only ads. demling with books and paper
should be inserted nnd I think you ought toc charge

A higher sub. Horry Dowler

* 2 *

THOSE PRICES!

Dear Eaitor, 18th 4pril, 1948.
I have read with intereat the 'findingsa' of the
committee on 29th February, and agree some of the
prices asked for and paid are ridiculous. I suggest
s league with a gentletan's agreement not to pay
nore or ask more that the prices suggested by that
"comnittee", for I think they are quite fair in the
cages of papers like the Magnet Gem, Popular, Sex-
ton Blake, Boys Friend, Mnrvel, Union Jock, School-
boys Owns, and Dixon Hnwkes. There should be extra
for double nunbers, however. There are nrny pnpers
of course which are not worth more thnn Ad, of
course, but the conmittee could decide.
¥W. Neate.
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MORE COMPLICATIONS
Dear Editor, 1Ath 4pril, 1948.

Mrny thanks for your last letter nnd the 1ntest
copy of the Collectors' Miscellrny, which wns ns
interesting as ever. The nccount of proposed fixing
of prices for Mngnets etc. wns especirlly worthy
of note, but I can sec » lot of pitfalls in this
endeavour. For instnnce, Magnets of the 1918-1920
'period are far comroner and chenper then those of
ithe 1921-26 period. It is a fallmey to think thnt
the older the book the rarer it is.
| R. M. Jenkins.

: * * * |
|

| ANOTHER ERIC IS FORTHRIGHT !
| 14th 4pril, 1948.

| Dear Editor,

| Thanks for C.D. which I found ns interesting

lns ever. Whot ~ crinme you connit if you nccept an
ndvert for books ~nd the rdvertiser slips in » few

| 1ines mbout strnps or « ninnture form! Dash it,

| you're slaving for love of r hobby nnd not for

| personal grin. Eric R.Irndy.

* * *

i THE DANGER OF LIHEL
| Denr Editor,

Might I say how rmch I ngree with your rennrks |
| nbout the resolution pnssed by the collectors nbout,
the Black List, Price regulrtion, ~nd so on. I 1
think it would be nost drnger-us to pillory people |
unless they hrve been guilty of frnud. I know fron |
ny journelistic experience how crreful one rmust be |
 over what one puts into print. The anti-denler |
conplex is nlso rather unwise, I think, bectuse ‘
idealerﬁ do rescue wnnted books fron oblivion nnd
| they have nore tinme to get out and sesrch for thEU_}

e e e

t Hugh W.Fennell.
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Thig errticle in Mr.Roger Jenkins best atyle hins
been in our file f.r over r yerr. We think it nbout
tire it wno put to better use. Ed.

THE SHYLOCK OF GREYPRI*RS
by
Roger M.dJenkins

I Some people have gueer hobbles; there are those
‘who like to deduce the private 1life of sherlock
'liolmes from the fragmentary evidence afforded by
Dr.iWatson's narratives, while there are some who
|find nothing more enchanting than studying the love-
| making of newts at the full moon. But whatever the
' hobby may be, it is undoubtedly & clue to the char-
|acter of the person who pursues it. Such ot fny i
|is the cese with the Shyloeck of Greyfrirrs, who
could find no oocupation so engrossing or diverting
S ipending ~ ploasrnt sfternoon shecking his mece-
ounts.

Pisher T.Pish enme to Greyfrirrs in "Mognet”

| H0.150 entitled "The Ynnkee Schoolboy", which App—

erpred on the 2.th December, 1910 n %ime in which

\ &nglo-Anmericen corenrd was, to sry the lenst, con-

Bpiciocus by ita rbscnce. It wes in the srme yenr

| that Aneriern sentirent wrs swnyed by the frmous

declrration of s senntor thot it would not be long

| before the strrs rnd stripes flew over 11 the Nort!

' Aniericen continent. President Wilson's unfortunnte
rennrk five yerrs lrter thrt 4nerier wns too proud

to fight wes the culoinntion of the i11l-feeling of

n decade, the British view of which is reutely de-

iinad in the cherrcter of the young &nerican school
0¥

For Fishy hed r11 the worst bnericmn nttributes
He was neen, cownrdly, borstful, untruthful, ovnri-
cious, snd endowed with peculier morrl views conocer
ing business. To sone.ne whose eye—teeth hnd been C
in No. Yrrk it rmst hrve been provoking not to hnve
been allowed to pursue one's naturnl - or unnoturnl
{ bent. But Pishy schenea never succeeded, no nriter

|
|
|
|
i
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Mrad Lo prodee.

The dm: -v.-_.;-'l;n
opened, and 1 tali,
bandanine man, whose
ahesks wera Dhronsed
by travol, and V'IIM
Erey eyes wers fwr
and  promioent, :f:
terml.

“Mr. Dlake, I be.
lisve ! he sail, ma
he aseill  on  the

“Very
‘:HII' srvice, - Mr.
“"rank Ellaby, Py
ake & seat, and let

. -_yaee . L U
Muelivurme sud enjoy
uursalvor

A fow daye after
we arrived thers I nosd.

lived, 1 there Jost
iu'timel:: bid ker

%ul-hy' for aver.
Hhe waa ]

» hear what I can Roso there, when sle
lo for you. Mir. (ler. lay on Aer deathbed,
vaiw prepared o for that [ wonld
& rivit from you, byt ber child nntll she
I a1 yiste un the dark came of Take
4 Lo the matury of ﬂuu-§hu-.

ol i e Frauk, so tiat I may
me e die in pasce.'
“ It will prove miure * There of
s er] oo S
gerins, mils,  _'“ILL BENDER aKI7EL A MEAVY 1OTLAsE WATAR Borrim wiom was thid Tequest at
tor,with » alight smile. ; . . momant, so
T will tall you my ;l:::;ul:ﬂnm: ::;’{’;“ IT HIGH AaBUVE BIS HEWD TRISD: "NOVE 4 most  solemmly

wary, snd then
will mwo:m_r what I wan:,

“ My slater nnd m ware Left
l-hh': our uhonlﬁ. Some frien
tisa. Itis . for with

MRBACaaTy =a ]
of my straggies for axislence, ' When m&uﬁs I,
ﬂhrﬂq“ﬂllﬂm'

Ho. 8,

" *In that cabinet, standing in the coruer over thare, yeu

will ind some papers which will explain who m
were.' my sister continued, speaking with .
foe life's ;; was st ite last ﬂuzﬂ. '\F:

l:rnodt.bum will soderstand how : sl
w i z?hthn:hhﬂlmﬁrh_
& womap snd cam claim hez owa t’

The opening Chrpters of the verv first Sexton

Blrke story - the Story 4.7, forgot.

For further

perticulars see Blrki-nn,
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ingeniously they were contrived; when in lMegnet Ho.l
1290 he took over the tuckshop and doubled the .
| prices, he was outwitted by the Remove wht set up |
a rivel establishment in the Rag; in No.381 his
l_Insurance Company for issuing puniishment policies

| was compulsorily wound-up when questionable methods |
|were employed by the Compeny to avoid payment to |
: the policy-holdera; and just as his effort in No. |
204 to start & pswnshop had met with 1ittle success
80, in Wo.4A5, his effort to invest on the Stock
Exchange money he didn’'t possesa was foiled by his
Porm fellows. But he met with least encouragement |
in hie money-lending proclivities. !

It is s”id that Orpheus with his Jute drew iron
tears down Fluto's cheek; but it took a gignnture |
to promise to pay ten—per-cent interest per day ;
tc draw money out of Fishy. He wesn't in business |
| for his health he told the vorld indignnntly, as he|
| counted his little piles of cmsh, losned his bunch |
Eof keys out at twopence nan hour, rnd bought iugen-t'*
| "Holdidny pAnnusl" from Bunter, Fishy wne spry, and .
' for this remson Bunter wes » persistent bul not a !
| Prvoured customer. It is not on record thet he wmi'
'1ent Bunter much money, but on the hilrrious occirs=—:
jon in Mrgnet No.A40 when Bumber went brnkrupt, poy+
ing = pemny in the pound, Fishy hnd mrde up ~ cred— |
itor's list for over twenty shillings, 30 presuntbly
there must have been quite n number of tinmes (like
the one when Bunter received = cheque from his !
father with instructions to display it md return it
jmmedistely) which induced Fishy to expend rn spret
%o catch n mrckerel, however frithfully he followed
| the precepts of his father, Hirnm K.Fish.

Mr.Fish was & well-known figure on Wall Street,
where, we understend, he lost considerable sums of
other people's money in sttempling tc corner grains
of various descriptions. His two moat famous appearl
ances in the Magnet were in Nos.1092 to 1107 when
he took Harry Wharton & Co to Hollywood to make
pictures for him on the nod. snd in Nos.1434 to 1439
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when he leased Portercliffe Hall to find some hidden
sovereigns. This series was exceptionnly amusing,
Mr.Hemilton interplaying with brilliasnce the opposec
characters of Bunter, Fish and 4longn Todd, ~l1ll of
whom had different idens on the subject of the dis-
poaal of the tremsure. Needless to sny, neither
Hirrm K.Fish nor his son Fisher Trrleton grined ©
red cent from their nefarious trrnenctions. The

| episode was fishy in =11 senses of the word.

' In A wry, Fishy wea badly trested by the Remove.
!He usurlly hrd everything except mornl Justice on

{ his side, but naturally schoolboys could not be ex-
lpected to venerate the written word with the anme
 esteem as their elders; if they borrowed monny, rnd
i found thet they had 51gneﬂ rn agreement to pny ~n

| exorbitant rote of interest, they conveniently for-
| got all about it. Fishy, with a1l his perpicrcity,

i never bargained for the rough justice his creditors
meted out to him. It was » crse of cunning over-

| reaching itself. Nevertheless, Fishy must hrve feld
|thnt it was the bee's knee, not to mention the ele—
' phant's side whiskers, th~t people in this goldurme
islend just didn't understanﬂ business.

Fisher T.Fish's character secemed to deteriorate
[as the years went by. Meny other characters under-
‘went a gradual transformation - like Mauleverer who
i later became less week-minded but more lazy, and
IBunter who seemed more obtuse each yemr. Fishy real
;developed his worst miserly instincts nfter the Iir
'world war, when the epithet - "Shylock" on the one
hand, and "Swindler" on the other were freely bandel
across the Atlantio at the time Americr demrnded pn;
ment on her war-debts. But not nll the 4merierns
who came to Greyfrinrs wsre objectionnble. Putmhm v
Duck, for instmnce, who appenred in Mrngnets Nos.l4A!
and 1471 to 1478, wns everything thnt Fishy wnen't -
generous, sporting, and agreenble - even to Bunter,
though he did dudb him '"Pat Jeck of the Bonehouse".
Fishy just couldn't mnke kim out. But then Fishy wn:
ir. Yankee of 1910 whilst Putnan vnn Duck wes r typler
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Americen of the thirties. The favourite pnstime of
Mr.Fish's son and heir was to peruse his accounts
book and check his spondulicks. This highly engros-
sing asctivity was one which he pursued for many
years, and it inevitably landed him in trouble, the
greatest of which was probably the time when Mr.
Prout chanced to find the ledger and had to be
souirted with ink before he would relinquish it.
'The blame for this subsequently fell on Bunter, and
\the Popper's Island Rebellion which ensued in MNag-
‘nets Nos.13T4 to 1382 is among the most interesting
af the meny revolts recounted in the pages of school
fiction.

But Fishy, despite (or probably becsuse of) his
gqueer notions, was one of the most popular figures
with resders of Greyfriars tales, like Bunter, his
oddities made him more interesting. Many have assert-
cd that after tales of Bunter, stories of Fishy's
exploits were in the greatest general demand. Some |
people have objected to the character of Fish on
the grounds that he like most Greyfriars juniors, i
'seemed too old for his years. But it would be equ-
'ally approprirte to level a counter-charge that St. '
iJim's juniors seemed too young for their years. Fro-
| bably there ie a little truth in both stntements.
But there is no doubt about the popularity of stor-
'ies mbout this American junior. and I feel certain
that when Hr.Hamilton's new Greyfriars stories nre
published, we shall hear » great denl more about
%the Shylock of Greyfriars.

FOR SAIE: Complete Sets 1lst & 2nd New Series Nelsor
Tee, 1/- copy; 3 only large Ghamgion, 3d, 1913 (0ld+
hams) offers invited; 12 early 3d Boye Friend Iib.
120 peges, 2/F each, 20 early 44 Boys Friend Iib,
2/— each; 1A early 1d Union Jacks 1/f each; 20 4d
early Sexton Blakes, 1/9 each; Permy Popular 40-76,
1919, leather bound, offers invited. Magnets and
Gems 1200 to finish, 9d to 1/3 accord to age.
About 400 Gems and Magnets 300 - 750 2/- to 2/h aau#.

L o

| Union Jncks coloured covers, between 985 and finis

1 : ?

- See Pnge 131




The Nelson JLee Column

Conducted by Robert Blythe

81 4lsen Road Hollowry. London, N.7.
' 1
i During a conversetion recently with ~ fellow .
‘eollector, the question arose as to who compriscd |
| the staff snd vmployeus of St.Franks, 4s I think it
'mey be of interest t¢ reeders of this colum, I am |
mAking P stert this month with the lirsters, followed
by general informntion concerning the inecient House .|
| Tn succeeding issues I will derl with the other '
Hougses. Incidentnlly, unless otherwisc stnted, the
iperiod is ot the ¢nd of the 2nd II.3. Right, off we
go!
| Herdmpster: Until 1928 Dr.Mnlcombe Strrnfford,
rftorwnrds, Nelson Lee.
| Housemasters: 4ncient louse until 1923 Nelson
Lee, afterwnrds, Mr.ilington Wlkes. West iouse,
'Mr.Beverley Stokes. MNodern House, Iir.irthur Stock-
1drle. Erst House, lUr.Barmaby Goole,

Forn linsterg: Ath Form NMr.ILrngton; 5th Forn,
lir.Prgett; Remove, Hr.Crowell;  4th Form, ifr,Pye-
crrft; 3rd Forn, Ir.Suncliffe.

. Other Mesters: Science, Frof.Silvester Tucker;

limthe. Mr.RKobert Grayle; Chem. Mr.Simpson; French,
'M.Henri Jagques Leblenc; Sports, Mr.Clifford, Swim-
ming Inst. Mr.Prancis Weston; Gym. lir,Blale. 4lso, |
Cheplein, Rev.David Smythe; Doctor Dr.Brett. |

'4DVERT. (Contd): 1/- to 1/3; complete reprinted
Confederntion series, 14 stories bound in one volume
£1. Detective Weeklies 1-130 in five half-yearly
vols. 27/6 vol. 38 04d Detective Weeklies 8d each.
tF@lm Companiea Photographic stills from Sexton Blrke
ifllms. Offers invited. Send your lists of nos, of
\papers required. W.Mnrtin,93 Hillside, Stonebridge
‘Park, London, N.¥/.10, Phone Willesden 4474.
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!
| Ancient Houge: Colours Red »nd Blue. Hend Pre- |
fect and Capt. Ath Form, Edgrr Fenton. Crpt. 5th [
Porm, William Napoleon Browme. Cnypt. Remove, Nip- |
per (Riehard Hnmilton). OCopt. 3rd Form, Willy Hend
forth. i
Motron: Mra,Poulter. Ingeboy: Tubbs, I

i

|

1

1

Around #nd nbout the Ancient House: 5th mAnd
Ath forn studies rre neither lettered or nunbered.
'The Renove sre lettered fron 4 to J. The Third
‘occupy A nunber of roonms, origia- box roons. 411
‘uxcept the Third fora sleep in smrll roons corresp-
onding with the studies.

‘DID YOU KNOWs:

Before coming to 5t.Franks Hrndforth, €hurch,
rand MeClure were at a gchool called lionkhurst? A4t
first they were hitter enemies owing to Handy's pug»
*nﬁclous neture. Irnter this animosity turmed to
‘friendship, which 1lnsted ever since. |

That St.Prunks hus n golf course of 9 holes, i
‘Also 4 hard nnd 2 grass temnis courts? 4

That +the aw1mmdng bath is siturted on the groun
flador of the School House? ]

That there is ~ privnte telephone exchnnge £t |
‘5%.Frenks opereted by two girls. Sthel Winters and |
Chrissie Yhite?
| That rlthough the Trisngle is so called, it is |
renlly » quadrangle? The term origin-ted from.the
-days before the school wee rebullt in 192n.

'WANTED URGNTLY: Footbnll Annunls 1919-1938. A1so
' Books by Franeis Vivian. John V.Gocher, Junr., '
‘Victorir Cottnge, Constitution Hill, Sudbury, mu*fc.irk

OﬂD BOOKS: onlw or Exchnnge. Lista exchmnged, com-
'plete stories. Boys Friend Library, etc. Henry H.

| Brrtlett, Pens Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dor—
get.

tdvertise in the Collectors' Digest
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Rebellion by Robert Blythe
(Continued)

! I think that whon Mr.Brooks wrote his next bar-
ring out storyes (502-512 0.S.) he must hrve becn
thinking of Dicken's "Nicholas Nickleby" for his
description of Mx.Grimseby Creep's Moat Hollow Sch-
ool is reminisoent of Sgueers sand Dotheboys Hall
The plot in this case is fairly siuple and centres
| mainly around Tommy Wetson. Wetson's father finds
that he can no longer afford to send his son to
St.Franks end as this new school is so near and
the fees less, he is sgent there. On arrivel Watson
soaon findes out what sort of ~ place it is. The boye
are treated like convicts and most of the lenrning
is done a la Squeers, by practical rpplicntion of
work. Most of the pupils nt this school hsave heen
completely subdued and hav'nt » modicum of apirit
left. Watson tries to nlter this with unhappy conse-
cuences to himself. He is assisted by Nipper who
makes = mysterious appearrnce ~s the "Phrntom Pro-
teetor" and later lends » berring-out nt lMont Hollow
411 the usunl skirmishes, which one rssocintes with
this type of story, tokes place. Finally they nre
fgsisted by the S5t.Franks Remove, snd Mr.Creoo=s is
zytom.  Phe cor?ition? ormisiivie in the sehqo” rre
mede public, and Wr.Creeps 8 acresbted. By » st
coincidence(!) Mr.Wntson's fortune revives rnd his
son is once more ~ble to return to S5t.Fronks.

Nos8.553-580 0.S. brings us to Guy Sincleirs rule
in the West House. Sincleir by resson of r hold over
his Housemnster, Mr.Stokes, hns succeeded in being
=ppointed Hemnd Prefect of the West House in plrnce of
Arthur Morrow. Even before the present episode he wn
regarded ns A bully, now he excells himself; so well
in fret, thet in n very short time the Vest House
juniors' revolt. The Hend takes n dim view of this
?No, he hasn't left the school this time - ~t lenat
not yet!) nnd deeides to use force; to such effect
that the rebels would be deferted but for the inter-
(vention of" the 4ncient Housg, let by Nipper.

Continued




A11 Corresponience to

H.M.Bond, 10 Erw Wen, hiwbina, Cardiff.

THE ROUND "ABLE |

\ The front cover and »entre pages of this issue
'of the C.D. will definitzly have interested the
|majority of Sexton Blake fans. iy colleague and I |
'both thought that our recent acquisition of "The |
'Halfpenny Marvel" No.h containing the very first
‘Blake story ever publishsd was an event of paramount
|importance and most certainly warranted a "splash" |
iin the earliest number o the megazine possible. As|
'T write I have the much cherished copy of '"The MMis- |
ging lMillionsire" (the story in question) before me |
end I muet sey it is epmmzingly well preserved. And |
what a difference to the modern "Sexton Blake ILib-
rary". When this historic yarn first appeared on |
the bookstalls in 1893 I don't suppose there wns n |
living soul who realised that the character featured
therein ws destined to become one of the most fam- |
ous of =11 time, in fret it is certnin that not even
the suthor realised that in Sexton Blsnke he was
cruating a detective in whom hundreds nnd thousrnds
of boys not then born would he interested. But this
Aangle of the "Mrn from Brker Street" has been dis-
cussed many times before so I will not dwell on it
{ further. 4s will be seen from the reproduction in
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| the centre pages of this issuc, the story was writ-,
ten by Hnl Meredeth, actunlly Hrrry Blyth. He wrote|
| most of the varly Bleke storiea, including the one |
'which The 4prlgrmnted Press for miny years insisted
'wns the "fTirst Sexton Blrnke story" namely "Sexton
Blrke Detective" which npperred in No 2 of "The .
' Union Jeck". To the unitinted the very title of this
story would indicrte thrt it wns indeed the first, |
 but thanks to prtient reserrch by the lnte Mr.Wrlter
 Dexter most of us knew of the existence of nt lerst
| one story in "The Mrrvel" before the "Union Jrok"
rrrived on the secene. But few of us knew thit the
first story hnd n sequel and thet it apperred in the
| very next issue, No.7. (See reproductions on fromt
(cover of thic issue). 4nd I rm told on very good
cauthority thrt there wns ot lenst one other before
'thnt frnous onc in U.J. No.2 It seens gtrrnge to
e thot the A, 2. should not hrve been nwere of thesu
|early yarns of one of their best moneymalers. Should
| the present editor of "The Sexton Blake Iibrary" be
| interested we could probably give him quite z lot of
Iinformation on the subject. I

i You will immediately notice the very great dif-
ference between the old and the new when you read
the page reproduced in the centre prges, but never-
‘theless I em inclined to think thot this yarn would
‘not be too much out of place were it to appcar on

' the bookstalls to-dey. The author tells us thst
Dlake belongs to "the new order »f detectives”. He |
dovs, in fact he aliays did, for he chrnged with the
| times and like many other things which hnve chonged |
' to suit modern tastes and conditions it has not sl-
|ways proved successful. To illustrate my point I
|would like to mention the continunl popularity of
(the fanous Sherlock Holmes. In his case a few storie:
ihnve lived through the years. No one werries about

| the differences in wny of living when they read then
(If Holmes tnkes ¢ cab anywhere it is not thought of
78 out-of-date or old ns the hills, for the overnge |
‘render is nore interested in the thrends of the rot-
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I i
harl atory rather thon the prll ineident such 78 I |
have mentioned. With Blake it has been rather dif- l

ferent. He has had to appeal not so mach to the
reader ol detective stories ss to the ever changing
moods of youth, He has been & "boys' detective" and !
although he rlways hag snd still does appenl to a |
vast number of ndults it is the younger members of |
the reading public who have been his most ardent J
|

admirers. lost of them have cast him aside when the
\grew up, and probably many of them would lsaugh &t |
\the idea of men in their fifties trying to complete |
Ecertain npms" of "Union Jack" or cherishing very |
'0ld copies of the 5.B.L. Thua, when we look at the |
imodern Sexton Blmke, although ve sec a very differ- !
lent individusl to that featured in "The Missing
Millionsire", we reslise that he still does belong l
to that new order - that new gtyle of sleuth thet !
‘modern youth dotes on. The same noplied in 1938, |
lin 1928, end yes, in 1918, too. Binke wng alwnys I
ichanging, yet ever the scme, When bloodhounds become
' popular as m'n hnters, Blake scquired one, and it |
stayed with him for many yenrs. It ought to be with
|him still, but the modern euthors do not mention
\Pedro these dnys. Far too slow I suppose! MHe hrd
'an meroplene when flying wns in its infrney. He hnd
+o have one to be modern nnd to appenrl to the modern
boy of thrt period. His car "The Grey Prnther" al- |
lthough nlwys =2 Rolls vins renewed from time to Time.,
Tt hnd to be to suit the needs of the moment. But '
nevertheless Blake is still Blake nnd we love hin.
He has provided us with countless thrills in the
pr8t £nd I hope will give us mrny more in the future
His personrlity, his deeds, in frnet his whole mrke-
up hrs been gomething to look up to. I know that As
n ®oy I thought thnt Sexton Blake was the wesence ofl
manhood and I 8till think of him Aa £ fictionnl chrr-
notur with humrn personnlity. It is thrilling to be
able to pick up this very first story about him and
reslise that it appeared over 55 years ogo!

But the_aoquiaitioq;g? "Hﬁgyel"ﬂo.ﬁ was not the |
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only 'scoop', Tor almost immediately after e manage
vo get hold of "Union Jack" No.1l2?5 (original seriea)
containing the story "How Sexton Blalke won His Spurs
This proved to be of a very interesting nature for !
it told of an adventure of the great detective whEn]
he was just out of his 'teens. The action takes J
place in the year 1878 which indicetes that Blake i
now about 90 years old! His first "client" wae a
youthful companion who needed his aid to find his
fiance who had disappenred. "Look here, Hrrford!"
exclaimed Sexton Blake, "if you wnnt me to help you,
T will do Bo; but you must leave the matter entirely
in my hands. For some time I hnve been intending to !
enter the detective profession. I hrve been stud
‘and training for it for yerrs, and have lately com-
'pleted my arrengements. Now I am quite ready for =
rstert. This shnll be my first cnse. Will you entrus
it to me?" Harford rpproved rcnd Blrke contimaed:
V"Very well, T will take it up, I shrll mrke it a tes
case. I work in it as your friend, ns nn nmrteur;
but on my success will depend whether I enter the
ranks of profesgionnlism. Rely upon it, I will do =1
I cen. My whole future will depend upon the result.
I shnll win my spurs through this erse, if ever I
rm to werr them." 4&nd so we now know of the very
ifirst cese - I think you will nll ngree thnt such
information is most interesting in the light of =11
thet has been srid of the enrly history of our frv-
ourite charneter. Is it not rmazing to think of
Blake solving one mystery in 1878 (for of course he
DID win those spurs) and rnother, in fret severrl in
this present year, 1948. Seventy yenrs! The ruthor
of the ynrn mentioned is given ns W.Shnw Roe, but
it is believed thnt it wnes one of the last written b
the cremator of Blake, Herry Blyth. I hope to tell
you more about these enrly copies before long, in
faet it is possible thrt we might me nble to repro-
duce copies of them if our plrms nre successful nnd
we get enough support, but more of this 1nter.

A few wecks rgo I received r» copy of ~ rodern
Nev Zenlend boys' paper known rs "The New Yerlrnd .«
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Chums", consisting of 24 pagea (ine.cover). It wns
dated Ath November 1947, and vas priced "seven-
pence fortnightly". The cover wes just blnek and
white as were nll the internrl illustrrtions and
the stories inside were snetionful, but I had - bit
of A ghock when I openud up nt page 16 nnd eapied
"The Flaming Frontier" by John Brearley, a tale of
intrigue and » battle of wits waged agsinst Britain
along the Indien Frontier. Nazi agents, ineiting
the tribes to form one grent fighting confederacy,
had made such hemdwsy, and the position wra peril-
ous. One men stood in the way - yes, you've gueased
it SEXTON BIAKE, world famous detective, nnd no..
jreting as special ngent for British Intelligence.
'The story was told in serial form, but that is by
the way, I thought you would all be interested +o
leern thet Blake was still populrr "down under" end
that he was featured in » paper outside the sphere
‘of the 4.P. The author John Brerrley, will prob-
Ably sound familirr to you. I believe he did ~ lot
of work for the 4.F. prpers before the war.

Well, I think I've just about used up r1l the
8pace agnin this month, so I will sign off now, but
'before I do let me say that in No.18 I intend to
let an o0ld friend, Bill Colcombe, of Southend, $ell
iyou something rbout "Some Semi-FPermrments of the !
'Second Series" introducing The Hon.R.S.V.Purvale,
iDearth Trllon Ted Flanngsn snd other porulnr Blnke
{story ckaracters. So look out for "The Round Trble"
teonduected by Bill Colecombe!

i H. . Bond:

In No.19 "The Story of Dr.Sntirr", Pnrt 6. Com-
ing soon - "The Creator of George Marsden Plummer"
by Bill Coloombe, "I visit Brker Street ngnin"™ by
'Fi. M. Bond. ;

j ddvertise in the Collectors' Digest
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