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I FROI: THE ~DITOR'S CH<iffi: 

· In this issue v.e reproduce the openin ~ chapters 
of the very first Sexton Blake story. My colltrague 
will have something to say about it , here I shall 
just like to say the page photographed splendidly, 
and I am hoping it will come off the duplicator as I clearly. r:e it does, it opens up nll aorta of pos­

: eibilities. For instance, how About P.. complete re-
1 production of the first "Magnet". How does that 

strike you? 4nywn.y, .more 1P.ter. 

llong with that t Mr.rvel No.6, I hnd the :fort­
un~ to receive quite~ goodly number o:f copi~B of 
thP .t pP.per And its compnnion, Pluck, r.nd the Union ! 

i Jnck. 4s I hr.d bo~n sef'.rching for them for r-. gener- ! 
: 1>.tion their {:<.Te..:n, yellow nnd violet covers wer~ ; 
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lgood to look upon , especiRlly as they were as immacJ 
,ulate as the day they ca.me of:f the press - some of ' 

1

. their pages even llll-cut , and f'<lmost the first thing I 
that caught my eye was a note by the editor in one i 
of them - e~~id he "The first numbers are already I 

I 
out of print. Tnke care of your copies . they will , 
be worth fl. lot of money some a.ny. " How ri ~t wua I 

· he! For in ,riew of present controversies I hR<l to I 
grin over thfl. t, r-nd I couldn ' t help wo.ndering where 
the copies hP.d rested for over 50 ye,u-a, for i ta i 
P. long time. They were cPrefully bound in no pt'.rti-1 

· culr.r order , pro br'.bly by nn r>Jllf'.tt:iur , yet r .s I aF\y, I 
I some of the pP.ges •·•ere un-cut . Th.:re mi p:ht be nn 
I interesting story behind them. 
! Most of our r~P .dt::rs , I b.:lievti . ! 1'lill brve rec­

eived tht: l nt<:st iBSUb of the S. P .C, thr. .t fin0 lit­
tle production r'ny printor •·'ould be proud of. i\nd 
on& is plt:ns~d to a~t: grr' .dur .Uy getting b:' ck to 1 
the aie.e Wt!! kn.aw of yore. Congr,• .tulntions Bill, 
nnd I gut:sfi t lt~t Gre yfri:"t .rs GP.llary is lN ing to ke...: 
you busy for a0 ne tin11. 

And thttt'e P.ll for now, fo~ l 'v~ got to gr:. pple 
with the old problem . h:1w to get n quart - or shnll 
I ae.y r: g!·llon - into r-. pint pot. 

11\nt Minute F l t: ah: Ur . 1 ric Fnyn1:3 h:'.s gener c-usl 
of:fered £1 f' .S I". priv.tt in P.nother little c ompetiti on 
DetRils in June issue. O:f ~ truth th~ C. D. 111'.s soz.v 
good friends. 

Yours aincer(:}ly, 

tn interesting ::i.rtiole, 111 Visit Frr.nk Richnrds 
by Mr.T.Johnaon, will r.ppeRr 1n the June issue. 

---- -
sELLING OUT - OFF TO AUSTR~LI4: S.0.L'a; Mngnets; 
~ms; Populnrs; Bo,1e l'riend M:onthli~s; Lees; etc. 
Str.te wP.nts t>.nd }tl'ioe of:feNd. J. l3P.guley, PdnsilvP . 
Cornwnll. 
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Contd: 

THE CAPTllm 
by 

L. M:. t. llen 

Mr.ny ::itht:r ffl.ooua P.rtistes ~ot:d its p..".gt:s, I 
such r-:.s H.11.J3t".teonn, Ton Br owne, Chris.Hanps, Hef'.th 
Robins on, Stnnl.ey L. Wou d (th1: originnl illustrntor I 
of er. ptr.in Kettle) nnd th oae peerlt:ss depictors .of ; 
the sch :.:·.'lboy, Too Peddie, H.:M.Brook, :md Thos.Henry . 

i A galaxy ef talent was presented on the writing 
, side and readily to mind come I'. G. Wodehouse, who 
I contributed six instalment school aerials, Gunby 
I Hadath , Richard Bird, Hylton Cleaver \Vf'rren Bell I ~l:fred Judd, ¥.&rold 4very, etc . Adventure serials 
. were catered for by ,J.obn Buchan, Bourne Cooke, Her­
~ bert Strang, and many others. 

] Another f'en ture of the pp.per WHS tha spp..ce Rllo~ l 
j t Eld to hobbius nnd, in turn, Cycling , O.T.C, ,Photo-
grf\phy, RP.dio, Str-.mpa, took pride of plr .oe . . 

I ~ppP.rnntly the origillE' .l intt:ntion of the publish~ 
' 0:r wrs t o build circulr-tion from Public Schools ~.nd I 
for th;; ±'irst tEln yenrs spP.ce ·,•m.s given to tho Publib 
School Sports events; in fr-.ct , th~ df'.y following 'l;hu; 

l
publicntion of the first number the University Bont I 
Rn.oe \-Jl~S held 1-.nd the op portimi ty w1-.s tr.kt:in to fl.d-

i. vertis.: thti wt:>.gn ·,.inc: by mtmns of n lr.unch p:--.rnding 
thE: cours~ sui tnbly lnbull~d. Dur1ng r-.nd ..... fter the 

1

1914/18 wnr, however, this ft:!nture, wn.s grndUl"\lly 
diluted prob~bly due to the chnnging .public spirit 
Rnd th o grm'lth of the vr-.rious school mr.gr.zinus. 

Th.: End 

OLD BOYS I :BOOK CilJB I 
1:btei,; on th~ a1::cond Mt1eting held r-.t 70F. . Lords1:df 

!Ant:, W.Jod Green, London, N.22, on Sundny , 4tl::. f.pr+l ·r 
1948, Rt ;_o p.m . 

Th~ a0c ond meeting got P.wr,.y to " fine sti ,.rt f'.ft~l 
tfiftotm co ll~ctJrs lmd gnth~ro.::d tog1::th~r nt the nb ovJ 
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; P.th1raas. The muster inoluded Measra. R. Elythe, F. 
, Keeling, J.P"'-rrott , J.HerW'..n , M.HPswell , E.Fnyne, 
; H.Sldmler . R.H.Hunter, fl. W.Ir.weon , t..Holgnte, 
'. C. Wright , Il G. Whi tf:r, L. J?n.ckmP.n r.nd Mr. & Mrs .R .H. 

I 
Whiter . 

4.s s ome o:f the members hnd n.Jt blden present nt 
I t h~ first meeting, R brief resume .\ ·JP.a re ,-..d out by 
I Mr.R . Blythe, t 1-> bring r .11 oo llect ors u~ t o dnte on 
, th~ t '.)pios. Then foll owed r. discussion on "'.dverti- j 
i sing. It 1'/P.S sug ;;es te d thr .t A.11 ndverts f or insert­
I i on in C.D. ah0uld ll {J t benr "Your prices pr•.id 11

; P .s I 
: this w0uld tend t o Erkti the prict:: ,yf the b ooks kui::p ! 
·rising, n.s c o.llect ors ,.,.-1uhl try P.nd outbid er .ch 

1 .Jt he r t o ,-set hold of c~rtr .in nlll:lbera. 
' i t. member re rnr.rked thr>.t through th1;i tl~~'.l1;irs ex-
[ t1:1nsive P.dvcrtising IP,1.y bo oks othurwist: unkn own i 
lln tl been brought t o light. He f'Qvr..ncld.d r . suggosti on 1 

' f 1r th& Club to p..>01 rt::sourol::la nn<l to r .la o r.dv~rt- ! 
I ly I ; is o extl::lnsive , then for ooi 1bers t o t1rr: w out of ; 

I 
the .hr.t for ·lihe books this obtr:int:id; r .:ftldr ouc h dis ... 
cussion the ider . wr s dropped n s not bt:iin g prt:cticR.l~ 

: t.11 ottobera werE:: now present nn d Mrs. Whiter I 
tRking ndvr-i.ntr-.ge o:f this i'nct rer .d out lattera rec- , 

: eiv1:1d :f~vn friends ~ ble t ~ r.ttentl. Th,es1;: inclu ,1udl1 
11'..ssrs. •,.Horsey, J .11tedcrf' .:ft, R . Oox , T. Sr·.tchell , 
i G.C.F 0stE.ir , J.Slmw , F. Pettingell 11.ncl C. \·!. Dnniel. 
l Our worthy Ed11ior . Mr.Herbert Leok onby hr.cl his I 
' 1etter of g -1~,d wiahldS reP. (l JU't in which hd nentionE::(1 

thP.'t h1:: w::iuld be with the oirolti in spirit. Then I 
:fo ll oweu n friendly debnte "Grey:friP.rs verSW3 St. I 
Frn:nks", Mr.~. Whiter 11*".d the n.ttP.Ok r.gP-.inSt St. 

I Frtuiks, th& lP.tter being supportud by Mr. :Blytht:1, 

1 
who wP.a P.Ssisted by Mr. :Fr•.okn '.n. A.:fter r...uoh :fri unJ 
nrguing , Mr.E:ric Fr.yne gnve ,,. speech supp:.irting 
l\!ir.R.Whiter ' B :first st r·tenent'. Thti dttbn tts ench:id 
rd th honours even. 

1 
The Roberl Blytht:: nnn0unced thPt the 1;1xvhf>.ngt:1 

1 sessi on would now str.rt. This noveuent pr ·:,v e .i. quite 
• f\ success t,.:> nil prt.1eunt r-.:i::d Uf.'ny uxohr.ng~e, etc. 
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were r..lflde. Whilst nll this wr-s in progress, Mrs.R. 
Whiter i:>.rri ve ,1 t\11 th t1;1f'.S nnu liGht refreshu\::lnts 

1 

which to use n LiJ\gntit tern, were both gr:"'.tdful nnd. 
conforting. The ti.De wns getting on n.nd r.s aevernl 
of our :fritnds h'l,1 distr.nces to trnvel, thto: neet1nc I 
broke up. It \VRS ngreed by P.11 nenbera to hnvtJ I 
been A gre~t success . ilr.Eric Fnyne kindly offered I 

. t J hold th~ next neeti.ng r.t his estr.bllshllent "t , 
Sur bi ton - vot'3 wn.e tf'.ken rmd his kind offer r.ccept-l 
ed. (Next Meeting 2ntl :Lt'1y). 

* * * Edit or's CotlDent: 
Well, the s~c (}n!l ueetine with fifteen present, . 

a1:ens t c> hnve be~n quite r.n inter,::stine occnsi on. 
Herewith ~Y friendly co!lllents . I feel sure the Jec­
isi on thr .t the id1;1n ..,f c:.>lh,ctivt:! ndvdrtising wna 
nut n prncticnl Jne, Wf'S the only possible ueciaion , 
f or D.f\ny reP.S ,)llS. It WJUL1 be tuv !...'UCh o:f r~ gru ible 

'I nnd the results 11:.,uJ.J. probnbly hnve 1>een f ount'\ ex-
treuely uiaepp 0inting. 131::tter ler.v~ thr.t k:inu of 

! thing t o th ..... sti whJ know which pnpers t .J choua1:1 f or 
1 ~.,1vertisin[;. 1,s f or thl.:l l1ebnte, r .ncl thl:l t3Xch1'.nga c,f 
I pApers, th1"lt pnrt of th~ net:tine n~c r1S t o hnvc been 
unj oye 1l by r.ll, in theuaelvea nlone , sc.nethine to 
r.ir.ke the t,-r..th arine;s well worth whil~. 

Now to the controversial subjects - prices and 
dealers . '.fell your editor viears a worried look. I 
have in my file a pile of interesting articles, some 
of which have been there R long time so muoh so 
that the writers of them must be beginning to think 
they are never going to see th~ light. In addition, 
the subjects just mention~d have brought me a recorc 
mail, so as I think tht:3 views o:f others will prove 
o:f more int&reet than mine, I nm allowing P. gaod der 
of space for them in the Corr~spondence Columns nnc 
say little nore nyse1f. I should just like to ex­
press a hope thAt everyone will take nll th.flt hne 
been en.id in good pr.rt, nnd r1;1neob'ar thnt even doct­
ors disngre1:::. 



Postaoript: 
When I euggttst~d in the 1,pril iaaue t.hr.t th"' 

dt:P.1t:ira wure useful beof'.uae they brought new blood 

l 
into ciroul.P.tion, I h1,d not then seen the ndverte 
whioh nppet'.red ther~in, but I think the ndvttrte 
ft!lply proved ny contention, P.nd w1 thin A week of 

1th~ir P.ppenrnnoe I reodiV~d nunerous lett~ra froa 
grRtef,u. ooll.eotors who w~re quick to tnke P.dvnnt­
P.ge o:f thtj opportunitiee offered. 

~~~~~~~~~-! 

Wt.NTED: Certain Old Series Nelson Leas and Modern 
Boys. For Exchange , Magnets , Gema, end New and Old 
Series Nelson Lees E.MoPherson, 80 Benedict St., 
Glastonbury , Somerset. 

i S4 IE OR EXCHANGE: Magnets, Triumphs, Modern Boys, 
1Chuma, N~leon Lee ' s, S.0.L's. Special offer of 
Nelson Lee's , all large size 8/~ and 7/6 per doe. 
Chums 4/r:. per do7.. t few Holiday Annua1a for Sale. 
Boys Own Papers . 6/3 per do7.. A.ll Books Post Free. 
H.4 . Smith, 13 New Road . Scale , Diss, Norfolk. 

' ODD BOOKS - !34LE OR EXCH~NGE: Lista ~xcbanged, 
complete stories , Boys Friend Libraries, etc. Henry 
J. H.N'='U'tle<; ·;:, Peas ~'ill . Shipton Gorge , Bridport, 
ncz-f'';'l'!-; _ 

I w•NTED • E-.,-.~1.y ,· 0 cn~ , of ' r ' -· 11 : .J • 1 e·:- .. .,., ··c1
r Dread I u -- • ...... - .. : • -·"" • -· ! _•,;,. er.. , > .L ..... _ .. ' -

, nought. ~ few Magne1;s ana G1::.m.s for disposal and I red covered Magnete tor exc.bs.nge only. Eric Fayne, 

l 
23 Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey. 
MAGNETS WOT'rED: Urg~::1tly ·- betwel:3n 1922 and 1930. 
Good prices paid. Have .Magnets 1936 to 1940 for 
exc.hanga. I. .Corbutt, 49 , Glyn Farm Road, Quinton, 
Birro1 ngbam. 

W4NTED URGE?JTLY: Nelson Lees, 1st Series (1917) 
1.24, 125, 12,; , 128; Gems, llll, ll15. Aleo Wanted 

I 
Ge.me 1101 to 1110, 1248 to 1260. L. Paokman 27 
trchdnle Ro~d , East Du.lwioh, Iondon , S.E. 22. 

I ldvt:!rtiae in the Collectors' Digest 
i 
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!Dear H~rb~rt INokonby, 
21st ~pril , 1948 -

, In reply to your query, the new books hnvl;l be~n 
; a little delayed by the illness of the nrtist, but 
I am told tru>.t the delay will be bri~f, end th.?.t 

f Ho. 2 will be out in the bnrly aumm~r , followed by 
! No. 3 Rft 0r a very brief intervnL 1.nd f't this mom-
1 .;nt, I am cngng<:d upon No. 4, which 1"111 be onll~d 
I "Billy Thmter in Brazil" - Btmter :\S usunl, butting 
t int ::, the titl~ , though hu won't be nllowed to steP.1 
' th~ show. With kind regnrda, 

J 
Yours sinoerdly , 

!:I ~ 
: .c .!-'!: 

"Billy Bunter•s 
: will bu ,,ut in J!Jri.y. 

:Frr-.n1': H.ichnrds. 
Birthdny I'r\:lsemt" in Brnille, - · 

I * * 
TREY MET ~FTER Mt.NY YEt,RS 

D~P.r Edi tor 
22nd ~pril, 1948. 

By n ow you will h?vt: heP.rd of the succt:esful 
m~eting here J?.st SundP.y. Of thH fifteen present oni 
proved to be ChP.rlie Wright. He reminded .me thnt he 
last BP.VJ me P.t the Hugh Middleton School, Clerken­
well, 31 yenre ngo. We reorlled how I hl".d to put nn 
issu e of the Mngnet in the wnstt:-pr.per °bf'.Bk\;tt, but 
retrieved i.t lr.tcr. 

Yuurs sincerely , 
~n. Whiter. , ____ _ 



L. LY.t.llen LoJka on the Bright Sid1:1 

10th 4pril, 1948. 

Dear Mr.Editor 

I was very surprised to read in the t.pril C.D. 

the SUc:sgested publication of a Blaok List. Surely 

thia does not arise from the pa ges of your mat>,azine 

I have oorreeponded with many fellow collectors 
hithe rt o unlmown to me P.nd 1<\IQuld like to put on 

:r, cord the sincere pen-friendships formed, with 

neve r once A discordant no te, thmlks to Hessrs. 

R.~ .H. Goodyenr a . Simpson, H.~. Sraith , J .Cook, L. Vo~ 

per, R.V.Bennett s J.S hepherd , H.Do1·.1ler , ~T.H. GFnder, 

D.McGreev y, E . McPherson , J.Hermnn . R J. \ fnreing, yo 

sel.:f And aevt!ral others. 

I have also alwa.ye been highly ea tisfied with I 
my dealings with Messrs . W.Martin and Herbert Smith. 

~hey must hSVe the hobby interest &t hea rt for no I 
one can visualise a rich reward in the buying and 

selling of O.B. B 'a, a.nd the risk of ac cumulating n 

pi ld of junk . 
* * * 

Its the Inexorqbla Lnw of Supply '1.nd DeW'.nd 
- t lmt doe s it! 

Dt:f\r Edito r , 14t h {pr il , 1948.

1 I \·!as intereste d in the report of the Mee tint;, 

and I think you've covered i t Rl l adequat ely. Surel· 

th ey should lmow that these papers are like a use d 

foreign stamp - they've no value in thems elves if n 

one wants them, but proportionA.tely AB the number 

of people who wA.nt the SR.me thing inorer- ,s ee, so 

proportio.nAtely t he prioe rises . That 's simple econ 

omios. The only wny to keep prices 1ow is not to 

~uy at high pricue - but that's R counsel of pur­

~~otion to any collector who be.dl.y WRI).ts P.Il item. 

I must f!.dmi t I 'vt:1 some sympP.thy with the d1::mler. He 
is trying to I!Jf\ke ,.._ li v1ng, nnd A bookB~ller who · 

hf\s tb op;rry r, l ot of elow noving stook ( r.nd s oot! 

t hnt nev~r moves "'·t ~.11 nust hn.vl:3 n rofit on whP.t 
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he does •ell. I agree entirely with you that the 
dealer serves a useful. purpose in bringing new item 
into the oommon pool; a hobby that depends on each 
taking in the others wa.shing must before long come 
to a f'ul.l stop . 

J.U.B.SteWArt Rllllter. 

* * * 
l LAn.oP.shiro Mf\n Compliments ,. Yorkshire One 

Dl;lfU' Edi tor, 15th ~pril, 1948, 

I was exceptionally impressed with the clear , 
dignified and masterly write-up in the current 
issue og the C.D. imder "Editorial Comments". I agr 
with all you say about the "Black List" and "Price 
Problems", of course, is impossible.to print a list 
of complaints. Deliberate swindling is . a different 
matter. To give lists of prices ie silly. lnywRy 
yo"q've said all I want to say on the.t. I agree, 
though, that only ads. dealing with books P.nd paper 
should be inserted nnd I think you ought to charge 
P. higher sub. Hnrry Dowler. 

* * * 
THOSE PRICES! 

D(:!ar Editor, 18th !pril, 1948. 

I have read with inter~st the 'findings' of the 
committee on 29th February, and ngre~ some of the 
prices asked for Nld paid are ridiculous. I suggest 
P. leagt1e with a gentleJ!lan.•e ogreement not to pny 
more or ask more that the prioee sug gesttad by that 
"comoittee", for I think they #\re quite fnir in the 
oAses of papers like the Magnet Gem, Popular, Sex.,. 
ton BJJ\k.e, Boys Friend, Mnrvel, Union Jock, Sohool ­
boys OWna, nnd Dixon Hnwkea. Thel"8 should be e:x:trf\ 
for double nunbers, however. There nre Dl"ny pnpere 
of cours e which are not worth oore thnn fid, of 
cours~, but the ooonittee could decide. 

W. NtaAte. 
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MORE COMPLID 4 TIONS 

DeRr Editor , lnth April, 1948. 
Mnny thanks for your lnst letter nnd the lntest 

copy of the Collectors' Miscellr.ny, which wns ns 
interesting i:is ever. The P.ccount of proposed :fixin g 
of prices :for Mngneta etc. wna bspeciPlly worthy 
of note, but I cAn sec "· l ot of pit:fP. lla in this 
ende~vour. For inatn.nce, Mngnets of the 1918-1920 
period !'ll'e :fRr coz;.JDoner F>.nd che nper thr:n th ose o:f 

lthe 1921-2n period . It is ~ fnllRcy t o think thnt 
· th d older the book the rnrer it is. 

R . M. Jenkin.a . 

* * * 
ANOTHER ERIC IS FORTHRIGHT 

Dear Edi tor, 
14th 4pril, 1948. 

Thanks f or C.D. which I found ns interesting 
ns ever. Whnt n. crine you oorcl t i:f you n ocept f'IIl 

'indvert f or bo oks nnd the ~dvertiser slips in ~ few 
lines nbout str.nps or f'. ninnture faro! Dnsh it, 
you 're slswing :for love of r. hobb J' nw.l not f or 

I personnl gr.in. Eri: R.:'" ,nd! . · 

! 
i THE DANGER OF LIBEL 
i DeP..r Edi t or , . 
I Mi ght I SA.Y ho w r:ru.ch I f".greo with your rt:Jnnrks 
nb out the resolution pnssed by the c0lleotors nbout 
the Bll'lck List, Price regul, ":tion, nnd l!lu on. I 
think it woul t.1 be oost dnngercus to pillory peopltt 
unl.ees thtlY hti:ve been guilty ,):f frnud. I know :fro !:i 
rry j oUrnP,lietic experience how cnref'ul one nu.st be 
over what one puts into print. The Pnti-denler 
co o plax is nlso rnther unwie~, I think, °wcftuee 
deale rs do rescue wnnted books :fr on oblivi on rmd 
they ruw e nore tine to get out R!ld seP.roh f or then. 

Hugh W.Fennell. 
L-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- 1 
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Thia f'.rticl1:. in Mr.RogE:r Jc:nkins b~et styl1:: hr>.s 

btlen in our fil& f .Jr ovl:3r f'. y1::f'.r. \'le thinlc it n bout 
ti ne it \mo put t o b~tter UStl. Ed . 

THE SHYLOCK OF GREYFRJt,RS 
y 

R,)ge r M. J"'nkins 

Some peop]e have queer hobbies; there are thos e 

!who like to deduce the private li f e of Sherlock 
liiol.mes from the fragmentary evidence afforded by 
'Dr.\i /atson's narratives, while there art:t some who 
find nothing more enchan ting than studying the love­
making of !lt;Wts at thti full moon. But whntever the 
hobby may bo, it is undoubtedly R cluo to the cbar­

Rcter of th e per son who pursues it. Such nt nny rnt 
is the cc.se Hi tb the Shylo ck of GrtJyi'ri r.rs, who 
could :fin d no oocupRtion so ong:rossing or div~rting 
P.s spending r . pl ons rint f'.:fternoon shecki.ng his ncc­
ounts . 

Pis.lier T. Fish cnme to Gr vyfri r .rs in "Mr.gnat" 
ffo .15 0 entitl ed "Thi., Yrmkee 3cho ol boy", which n.pp­

eRred on th e 2 ;th De~ember , 1910 . ~ tim~ in which 
I ~uglo-Ame rioan concnrd w11s, to sr-.jr the le~st, con­
. apicious by its ,,,bs0nc e . :!:t \rc'S in the er·.ne yt:nr 

I t hn t 4.ocric 'r>.n senti e ent w,•s BWf!~d by th~ :fr-.oous 

de clr.rP .tion of f'. eenntor th r.t it would not b '3 lons 

I
I b1::1fore the str,rs r.nd stripes flew ove r Pll the Nortl 

. ~o~ric ~n continent. Pr esident 'rlilaon's unfortunr.te 
r e nnrk :five yeP.rs J.rt c:r tbr .t 4nericr. wr,s too proud 
t o fight w~a the oulninntion of th~ ill-fedling of 
r. clecl\de, the British vie 1-1 o:f which is r cutel y d"'­

fined in th e ch.P.rr.ctor of the young Andricnn. scho ol ­
boy. 

For Fishy ht'.d 1'.ll thtl worst ~o aric n.n f\ttribut t1s 
Hu \om.a E eF",n, cowr.rdly, bol'.atful, untrut~, r.vnri­

ci oua, P.mt 1:indowed with pt:Culit:?r oorr1 viewa oonoer . 
ing business. Tu s 0ne J ne whose eye-tet:th h:-..d bedn c· 
in No ., Yf'.rk it r:1\lJ3t hmo b...:un pr ovoking not to .bnv~ 
b liltm Hll owed to pursue 0 nt:: • a nnturnl - or un:nntlJX'1'.l 
bent . But Fi shy achenes n~~r succe~ded no rr ttdr 
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ingeniously th ey wore contrived; when in M.egnet No· I 
29 0 he took over the tuckahop and doubled the 

prices, he was outwitted by the Remove wht eet up ! 

I a rival establishment in t he Rag; in No. 381 his I 
Insurance Company for issuing punishment polioiea 

I was compulsorily woW1d-up when que stionable methods ' 

I were employed by the Compimy to ovoid payment to 

j th e polioy-holdere; an d just as his effort in No. l 

1

204 to starl a pa vmeho p had met with little success 

1

. 
so, in No.465, his effo rt t o invest on the Stock 

Exchange money he didn't possess WRB foi led by hie 

form f e ll ows. But he met wi th l ea s t enc ouragement t 

in hie money -l endi ng proclivitie s . ! 

I t is &:-\id thnt Orpheus with his lute dr 1:1w ir on ! 

t ears down Pluto's cheek; but it took a sign n tur e 
1 

t o pr omis1.: to pay ten-per-c~nt inter e st per dny , 

to drnw money out of Fi shy. He wnsn' t in bu::lin e aa ! 
for hie he t>.l th he told th~ \JOrl d indignnntly, t\a he 

c ounted his litt l e pi l e s of c~sh , lo ~ne d his bun.oh , 

! o:f kuye out n t two pe nc e r.n hour, :-.n d bought Nugent ' f 
j 11Holid n.y Annur.111 fr om Bunter . Fieh,y 1ma spry , Rnd , 

; 'for this r ea son Bunter was "'· ue reist en t but no t n l 
! i'Fwour ed customer. It is n ot- on r"3oord thP .t he l:1V'U:f 

I 1E!nt Btmter much money, but on tht:: hilr .r ioua occ rs - 1 

1 
ion in Mt·.gnet No . Fi40 wh-m 13\mt1;:r went b:"nkru pt, :pnyl 

, ing .n. penny in tht:: pound, Fis hy hnd llll'd .J up P. cred- I 

' it or' a list f or over twe n t y shilling s , s o prtisumnb tj-

ther0 must hnv e been quite ~ number of times (like ·l 

th e one when Bunter received n che qu e fr om hi n 

fAther with instructions to diaplP.y it nnd return ir 
immediP,tely) which induoed Fishy to expend r.-. aprr. t 

t o Ot'l.1ich f\ JnP.ckerel, hoWtWer i'nith:f'ul.J.y he f oll owo:id 

. the pr e oepte of hie fnther, Hirr.m K.Fieh. 

I Mr. Fish wa.e a well-known :figure on Wall Street, I 
where, we underet e.nd, he los t considerable sums of 1· 

ot he r people 's money in attempting t o corner grains 
of various descriptions. His tw o most famous appear.L 

e.noee in the Magnet we~ in Nos.1092 to 1107 w.hen j' 

he t ook Harry V'/harton & Co t o Hollyw oo d to lllllke 

pictures fo r him on the nod , end in Noa , 1434 to 1439 
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when he l~ased Porteroliffe H.all to find some hidden 
sQvereigna. Thia series was exoeptionnly amusing, 
Mr.Hamilton interplaying with br~ll1anoe the opposed 
oharacters of Bunter, Fish Rnd Alon~A Todd, All of 
whom hAd different idons on the eubj~ot of the dis­
posal of the trenaure. Needless to any, neither 
Hirr.m K.Fish nor his son Fisher Tt>.rleton gnined r-,. 

I red c1:1nt from their nefarious trr.nanctiona. The 
episode WP,S fishy in P.11 senses of tht1 word. 

! 
I In R WP.y, Fishy WP.s bRdly treP .ted by the Remove. 
: He UBUF\lly h.E'.d everything except mornl justice on 

I his side, but ne.turnlly schoolboys could not be ex­
. pected to venert'\te the written word with the enme 
i esteem P.S their elders; if they borrowed monny , ~nd 
I found thl>.t they h.Rd signed P.n agreement to pny nn 

!
exorbitnnt rete of int~rest , they oonV'l:lniently for­
got P.11 about it. Fishy, with P.ll his perpio ::toity, 

1never bnrgained for tha rough justice his creditors 
meted out to him. It wns "· cl'\se of cunning over-

j reRching itself. Nw.:rtheless, Fishy must hnve 1'el 1 
thl\t it was the bee's knee, not to mention the ele­
pbP.nt' s side whiskers, thr- .t people in this goldurnec 
iel.E\nd just didn't und crstfl.nd business. 

Fisher T.Fish's character seemed to deteriorate 
1
as the years went by. Many other characters under-

1went a gTadual transformation - like Mltuleverer who 
i later became less weak-minded but more ln.zy, and 
,
1
·Bunter who seemed more obtuse ench ye~r. Fishy rea1J 
. developed hie worst miserly instincts nfter the :firf 
i world war, whtm the epithet - "Shylock" on the one 1 hRnd, and "Swindler" on the other were :freely bP.ndec 
El.cross the A tlantio nt the time Amerio:i. demnnded pnJ 
ment on her war-debts. Bu.t not f'J.l the itmerior.i.ns 
who oruoo to Greyf'riRrs were objection.".'.ble. Putnnm V'f 
Duok, for inatrmoe, who nppenred in :Mngnete Noa.146! 
nnd 1471 to 1478, wns ~erything thr.t Fishy wnsn' t -
generous, sporting, nnd Agreenble - even to Bunter, 
though h& did dub him 1'1'1\t JP.ck of the Bonehouse". 

I Fishy ju.at oouldn' t Ill1\ke kim out. But then Fishy wni 
,,.. Ynnkeo of 1910 whilst PutnP.n vnn Du.ok w,:i.s r. typicf 

• 



:1.,0 - - - -- -- - -­

tmeri oP.n of th ~ thirties. The fnvouri te pnetime of I 
Mr.Fish's son and heir was t o peruse hie aocounte 
book and chec k hie epondulioks. Thie highly engros­
sing ac t ivi t y was one which he pursued f or many 
years , and it inevita bl y landed him in tr ouble, the 
greatest of which was probably the time when Mr. 
Prout chanced to :find the ledger and had t o be 
s ouirt e d with ink befo re he would relinquish it. 
The blame :for this subsequentl y f ell on Bunter, end 
I the Popper's I sland Rebelli on which ensued in Mag­
·nets Noe.1374- to 1'8 2 i e among the most interesting 
of th e DllllY° revolts recounted in th e pages o:f achoo 
fiction . 

But Fishy , des pite (or pr obably beoaue e o:f) his 
queer notions, was one of the most popular figures 
with readers of Greyfriare t a les , like Bunter, hie 
odditi es ~de him more int ere s ting. Many h.Rve aee ar -
ed that after tales of Bunter, st ories o:f Fiehy's 
exploits wert: in the greatest gene:ml de:ioond. Some 
peop1 e have ob j ect ed to the chara cter of Fish on 
the gr ounds t bl>.t he like most Greyf ri Ars juniors, I 
seeme d t oo ol d f'or hi e yenre. :But 1 t would be equ-

1 
Rll.y appropri Pte t o level a count er-che .rge tbRt St. 1 

.Jim's juniore seemed too young for thoir years. Pro 
t bably t here ie a littl e truth in both st a tements. 

'

But t here is no doubt About the popµ]Jlrity of st or­
i ~s P..bout this !meric Rn junior , an d I fe el certRin 

' that when Mr.Hfunilton'e new Greyfri Rrs st ories n.r~ 
pu.blishtid, \>/9 ah.al l he ar P. greRt den.l. more 1'bout 
the Shylo ck of GreyfriRrB. -- - -- --- -- -- - - --l 
FOR S!\IB : Comp·l ete Sets let &: 2nd New Series Neleo 
Lee , jJ - oo py; 3 only large Champion . 3d , 1913 ( Old 
hams) of f ers invited; 12 early 3d :Boye Friend Lib. 
12 0 pa ges, 2/F:. each. 20 early 4d BoY.B .Priend Lib. 
2/- ea ch; 16 early ld Union Jacks :Vii each; 20 4d 
earl.y Sexton Blakes, l/9 each; Permy Popular 40-76, 
l.919, l eather bound , of~ers invited. Magnets and 
Gems 1200 t o finish, 9d t o l/3 acc ord~ to Elite• 
4bout 400 Gems and Magnets 300 - 750 2/- t o 2/li eac • 
Union J nclcS coloured covers • between 985 E\ncl finis , 

.....__ _ _ __ ___ _ See :Fnge 131 - - -- - --- --= 
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Co;!tducted__!>L..fu>bert Blythe . 
----=8=1:.......::lt~l::::s~e~nc..~R;:::o.=a~d'--~H;:::o.=l.=l.:::;o..:.:w:':....' .._y.._. -=Lo""n=do:.n=-, ....:N~. 7_. - - ·· _ -, 

I 

, During a convers~tion recently with n fl;lllow ; 
:colloctor, the qu~stion arose as to who comprie~d i 

I th e stnff l'l.nd 1::mploye,m of ;;,t.Frnnks. o\s I think it : 
:::iey b<:l of interest to readers of this colUI!Ill, I Re ! 

l Dlf\king P stF1.rt this month with the M::>sters, followe~ 
1 by generRl in:formr>.tion concerning the 4ncient liouae .j 
I In succeeding issues I will ner-.1 with the oth.:r : 
! Houses. Incidentnlly, unless otherwise stnted, the ' 
; period is P.t the (:nd of th1:1 2nd H. 3. Right , off we 
go! 

H(;:P.clmf\st1.:;-: Untii 1928 Dr.M:>.lcombe St~ford, 
rft1;1rwnrda, Nelson Lee. 1 

HouseW\sters: lncient liou.se until 1928 m~laon ' 
Lo~, fl1terwnrdo, 1'1ir.~lington Willes. 1//E;st House, 
Mr. Bwerley Sto~s. Modern House, 1!,r. tirthur :3took-

' dP lti. E , . st House , Ur. Bnrn.."'.by Goo le. 
ForJ:1 M?.sters: 6th Form Mr. Ir.ngton; 5th Porn, 1 

:iv:r.~ .ge tt; Re111ove, Mr.Crow~ll; 4th Fort!, 1'u-.P;ytj- : 
i crP,ft ; 3rd. Jforn, ilr. Sunclif'f~. 
: Qtl_ler llP.sters: Science, h'of. Si ·lvester Tucker; 
;':iBths. Mr. Robert Grayle; Chem. Mr. Simpson; .Frenoh, 

1M.Henri Jnq ,ues Lebl.e.nc; Sports, Mr . Clifford, Swim­
g Inst. Mr.Frm?-ci~ Weston; Gy,..!l. !Jr.Blake. tileo, 
plfl .in, Rev.lmvid Smythe; Doctor . Dr.Brett. -----

14DVERT. (Contd) : 1/- to 1/3; complete reprinted 
!confederri.tion series, 14 stories bound in one volume 
'I.Cl. Detective Weeklies 1-130 in five hal.:f-yeorly 
role. 27/6 vol. 38 Odd Detective W~eklies 8d each. tilm Companies PhotogrAphic stills froI!l Sexton Blr-.lre 

!
films. Offers invited. Send your lists o:f nos, of 

!
papers required. W. Mnrtin. 93 Hillside, Stone bridge 
FRrk, London, N. W .10. Phone Willesden 4474. 
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J Ancient House: Colours Red P.nd Blue. Hend Pre- 1

1 

::feet and Cnpt. 6th Forn, Edgnr Fenton. Cr.pt. 5th 
Form, WilliAn N',\poleon Broffl'l.e. Cnpt. Tienove, Nip-

; per (Richnrd Hru:dlton) . Cnpt. 3rd Forn, Willy Hnndi 
forth . 

~Jetron : Mrs.Poulter. ]?ngeboy: Tubbs. [ 

Around ~.nd nbout the Ancient House : 5th Hnd J 

.~th forn studies ~re neither lettered or nuobered. 
i The Renove Rre lettered :f'ron A to J. The Third 
' occupy R nunber of roons, origi.1:-.lly box roans. A 11 
; uxcept thtl Third for.:i sleep in sDP.11 roor:18 corresp-
1 ondi.ng with the etudiee. 
, D..:W. YOU KNOW: 

, Before coming to St •. Pranks llr-mcli'orth, lhurch, 
: and :McClure were at n school called Monkhurst? l t 1 
!
1 first they were bitter enemies owing to HElndy's pug~ 

1 nacioua ne.ture. IP.ter this animosity turned to i 
f ·riendship, which lnsted ever since. I 

That St . 1'"runke h!:l.e n gol:f course of 9 holes, ~ 
n lso 4 hard nnd ? grHes ter..nis courts? 

That the swimming bnth is sitw .ted on the groun 
; flihor of the School House? 

That there is I'!. priv11te telephone exchr..nge P.t I 
· St . Frt:lnks oper~ . ted b~r two girls : Ethel Winters and I 
, Chrissie White? I 
· Thnt ~lthough the Tri::>.ngle is so cnlled, it is 
1 renlly r, qUF!dr:tngle? The term originr .ted from the 1 
' dRys before the school w1~a rebuilt in 1926. ~ 

i~urTED URG'.tNTLY: Footbnll bmunla 1919-1938. Aleo I 
, Books by Fr1\ncis ViviMn. John W.Gooher, Jtmr., ~,-
! VictoriP. Cottnge , Coneti tution Hill , Sudbury, Su:.f"fo,r· 

I ODD BOOK~; Snlw or Exchnnge. Lista exc.hr>.nged, com-
. plete stories. Boys Friend Librnry, etc. Henry H. 
IBA.rtlett, Pe~a Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dor-
1e~t. , -·-·-

tdvertise in the Collecto .rs' Digeet 
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Rebellion b~ Robert Blythe 

(Con inued) 
I think tbFl1; wh1.1n Mr.Brooks wrott: his nt:n:t bn:r­

ring out storye (502-512 O.S.) he must bA.ve been 
thinking of Dicken' e "Nichol.f'.s Nickle by" for his 
d\c!scription of Mr.Grimaeby C~1:ip's MoP.t Hollow Soh­
ool i o r eminiso~nt of Squeers fl.nd Dotheboye Hall . 
The pl ot in this oaae is fairly siL1ple and centres 
mainly around Tommy Watson . W9tson' a father finds 
that he can no longer afford to send his son to 
St .Franks and as this new school is so ne ar and 
the fees leas, he is sent there. On Rrri v~l Watson 
so0J1 finds out whnt sort of n plnce it is . The boye 
are treated like oonviots fl?ld most of the le Rrning 
is done n la Squeers, by practicnl Rpplic :\t ion of 
work. Most o~ the pupils nt this school hnve be en 
completely subdued and hP.v'nt n modicum of spirit 
le:ft. Watson tries to nl ter this with unha ppy conse­
quences to himsel:f. He is Assisted by Nipper who 
mAkes R mysterious RppeArr>nce ns the "Phr:.ntom Pro­
tector" and !Ater l ~Ads "· bP.rring-out nt Mont Hollow 
All the usUl\l skirmishes, which one Pssoc i ntes with 
this type of story, t1'kes plRce. Fin ~lly they nre 
Hss ist ed by the St.Fr nnk s Remove, nnd Mr.Cre ~,::_:;9 is 
,:":, t .:'":l. Th"' cor.:'~_t.;_on'."' c~:1~-;j ...,-; in th'l sc· -:.,o-. ;-~ 
.ll!P.de public, P.nd i'dr. Creaps :..s H.rr1::i, ted. By ""· i;t r i'\llg.) 
coincidence(!) Mr. Wr.taon' s fortune revives .-nd his 
son is once more P.ble t o r.::tur :n to St. Fr ri.nks . 

Nos.553-580 O.S. brings ua- to Guy Sincl i:>.irs rule 
in th e West House. SinolP.ir by rt::Rson of r. hold ov11:tr 
his HouseJill'\ater, Mr. Stok es , hna succeeded in being 
P.ppointed H1::Rd Pref ect of th e Wust House i n pL",ce of 
Arthur Morrow. Even befor e the pri::aent episode hewn 
r e gRrded Ra r. bull.y, now he exoells hifls e lf; so well 
in fnct , tbP.t in n very sh ort tine th i:: \'fos t House 
juniors• rt'V'olt. Thi:: Hend tRkeB n dim view of this 
(No, he hAen' t l.e:ft th e sch ovl this time - r.t lenst 
not yet!) nnd deoid~s to use :force; t o suc h effeot 
that the rebels woul d be defe~tad but f or the intQr­
v enti on of- the Ancient Hous~, let by Nipper. 

Continued 



All Correspon1e n ce to 
H. M.Bond 1 10 Erw Wen "--~ wbina , Cardif':f. 

I
·- -- Th.E ROUND ~!BLB ~ 

The f r ont cov er and Jen tre pa gea of this issue I 
lo:f the c.D. will de f inital y ha ve interested the 

!majority of Sexton Bla ke :fans. My colleague and I ~1 
both thought that OU!' recent acquisition of "The 

IHalf'penny Marvel" No. '5 ron taining the very :first 
I Blake story ever publis h~d ria s an event of paramoun I importance and most cert:1.inly warrante(~ a "splash" 1 
in the ~arli~st number o= th e magazine possible. !s l 
I V..Ti te I have the much che rished cop y of "The tti s- i 
sing rullio no ire " ( the story in question) before me ! 
and I must sRy it is PJW,:,;ingly we ll preserved. And 1 
what a difference to the modern "Sexton Blake Lib-

, :rA.ry" • When this historic yr:irn first appeared on 
th e boo kstalls in 1893 I don't suppose there w1>.s a 
living soul who reA.lieed thftt the chP.rFJ.cter :feature 
tht:rein 1~ s destined to become one o'! the most frun­
ous of "Ill time, 1n f r,,ct it is cert "?.in thnt not ev~ 
th e author r eA.liaed that in Sexton Bl nkt:l he WRB 
cr ~F\ting fl detective in whom hundreds nnd t hous,.,,nds 
of boys not then born would be interested. But this 
Ft.ngle of t he "Ilil'm :f'rom Bnke r Stre~t" has been dis­
cussed lifl!IY timee before so I will not dwell on it 

, further. As will oo seen fro m the reproduction in 



:--- ·---- - -- - - - 136 ; I th t: cent r 1:1 pF\g,.;S of this iesu<: , the story v1as wr i t-

1

! 

l 
t-.:n by HRl Mer i:deth, nctu n lly H~rry Blyt h . He wr ote 
most of th(:: vn rly Bl nke stories, inc ludi ng th e one 
\11hich Tht:: 4an lgr .ori.t ed Preas for mrmy yeo.rs insisted I I \-ff'.s the "f irot S\:!:xton :BJ.ri.ke story " M mely "Sexton 
Blr .kv D1::t ectiv1; 11 \v'hich 1'pper red in No 2 of "Thld I 

/ Union JP.c k'' . To t he uni ti n tdd the Vt!ry ti tlt:: of thi~ 
story 1'/ould indic r-tE:: th r .t it Wf'. S indeed the first, I 
but thP .nkS t o pr .t i tmt res t:ir.rc h by the l r.te Mr. Wr-1 tt:i* 

I
Dext t:ir oost of us knt:lw of th1; existence of ~t 1~~st 1 
one sto ry in "The Mr:rvel" befo re tht:i "Union Jr .ck " 
P.rrivt:d on thv scen e . But fe w of ua knew th: '.t t h~ 

' first s t or y hnd P. se quel f\lld t ru .t it r.pper .red in th"' 
Ivery next is sue, No .?. (S e e r eproduct i ons on fr ont I c cJver uf t hi::: issue) . ~nd I : '.1-11 t o l d on vt:iry good 
1 Ru.thnr i ty t hr:t th ur 0 vms P.t lc~st one oth er bef l)re 
'. t hnt f r.nous ono in li . J. No.2 . It set:ic s strrmge t o . 
j n e t h..".t th (; 4 . ? . sh .;uld n ot hI '.ve bee n mr..re of thes\J 

early yarns of one of th eir best moneymaJcers . Shoulq 
the pr ese n t ed itor of "The Sexton Blake Library" be 
int e r es ted \ 'le coulcl probably giv e him quit e a lot of 
inf or matio n on the subject. l 

You will i mmediat ely notice t he very ere::&.t dif­
f er en ce between th 1.; old and th& now when you r ~A.n 
the page r e pr oduced in t he centre ~~gee, bu t never­! tht1l C::as I a..:n incli ned t o think th nt this ya rn would 

!
not be t oo much out of plo.co wt1rc it to e.ppear on 
th e bookstalls to-dl- 1.y. Th0 r..ut bor tells u s thl\t I 

1Bla kE:: b(;longs to "the new order 11f detectives " . He 
i do-.,s , in :fnct he al ,.oays did, fo r he ch;mged with t he 
I tim es nnd like .many other things which hn.ve ch nngt1d , 
1 t o suit mon~rn tast es and c onditi ons it hAs not nl-
wA.ys pr ov~d succ~ssful . To illustr nte my po int I 
woul d like t o mt:intion the c ontinunl populnri ty of 
th1: f P..r1oua Sh~rl ock Holmes. In his cAse o few st orie / 
hfl.v e li ved thro ugh the yenrs. No one worri l:)s nbout I 
th e difference s in wn.y o f living when th ey re ::id tha EJi. 

i lf Holn es t nk E::a t' CA.b nnywhere it is not th ough t of I 
1
~3 out- vf - dnte or old n.s t he hi lls, f or the r.ve r r.ge I .rt1r-.dor is nor e int~rest t:d in t he threri.ds of th e r•ct-
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1 st ory rRther thl\n the B!:lf'll inc1dant such ns I 

have mentioned. With Blake it ha s been rather dif­

ferent. He has had to ap peBl not ao much to the 
rea der of detective st ories r-1e to the ever changing 

moods of v-outh, Ile has been e. "boys' detective " and . 

alt hough he A.l ways hns Rnd still does l'l.ppenl to A l 

vnst number of n dults i t is the younger members of I 
the reading public who have been his most a rdent I 
jadmirers. Moat o:f them have oast him aside when the1 

1gre w up , and probably many of the m would l.Augh at 1 

't he id ea of men in their fifties trying to comple te I 
I certain "runs " of "Union Jack " or cherishing v ery l 

1
old copies of the s. B. L. Thua, when we l ook at th e ! 

'

modern Sext on Bl.i,ike, a lth ough we ee~ a very di ffe r - I 

. ent individ uAl to that featurad i n "The Missing • 

'

Millions .ire" , we re ~l ise that he still do es belong I 
to that new or de r - that new style of sleuth that '. 

lmodarn youth dotes on. Tha some ~~plied in 1938, I 
in 192 8 , and yes ,· in 1918, to o. Bl:i.ke W['.'1 n.l wnys 1 

lohAngi.ng, yet eve r tha ec>.me. When bloodh oun ds bec r-.md 

Jpopular ~s m;'n hunt~rs, Blake acquired one , nnn it ! 
·s taye d wit h him fo r 'IN'Jl.Y ye P.rS . It ought to be with I 
jh1m. still, but the mo~ern F-.ut hor s do no t m~ntion 

!Pe.dr o th ose dro.ys . Fr.r to o slow I supp ose ! He Jlpd ~ 
1,m. 1:terop l P.ne \·1hen flying was in its in:fnnoy. He .hnd 

t o .bll.ve one to be modeirn r..nd to npper.l to the mode 

boy of th r t ~ r iod . His onr "The Gr ~y P.-.n t her" nl -

. th ough nl 1·,'f'.ys a Rolle vme renewe d f r om time to time •i 

!It hnd t o be t n suit the ne 1:1ds of th(.) moment. But I 
nevt:srtheleee BO.alee ie still Bl,"'\ke r.nd we lov e him. 

Hu .hA.a provided ue with countless thrills in the 

pr .et P.nd I hope will give ua m."'IJ..Y more in the futur • 

ru.s pt,rsoMli ty, hie deeds, in fnot his who le t?JP,ke­

up hr .a boen sooet hillg t o look up to. I :know thP.t Rs 

"· ._oy I th ought t hn t Sext on B~ WR~ t he 1:1aeenoe o 

WUlhood Md I still think of h1tl n.s r . :fiotionnl oh.n. 

Aot1::1r W1 th hw.Y'.n persoMli ty. It i s thrilling t :::i be 

able to piok up t his very first sto ry about him and 

realise that it appe a red over 55 years ago! 

,;__~ Bu.t the .eoquisi tion of "M::>.rvel "!To. Ii wne not the I 
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only 'scoop', for almost immediately after 110 manage1 
-~o get hold of "Union Jack" No .125 ( original series) 
containing the story "How Sexton Blake won His Spurs' 
This proven to be of a very interesting nature for 
it told of an adventure of the great detective when 
he was just out of his •teens. The Rction takes 
place in the year 1878 which indicates that Blake i 
now about 90 yee.rs old! His first "client" was a 
youthful companion who needed his aid to find his 
fiance who had diaappeo.rt!d. "Look here , Hnrford!" 
exclaimed Sexton Elake, "if you wnnt me to help you, 
I will do so; but you must leave the .!111'\tter entirel 
in my hands. For some time I hnve been intending to 
enter the det~ctivu profession. I .hPve been stud 

I and training for it for yefl.rB, smd hnve lately com­
pleted my ArrP.ngements. Now I nm quite reP..dy for R 

atP.rt. This sbnll bu my :first oPae. Will you ~ntrua 
it to me?" Hn.rlord r>pprovt!d end BJ.Ake continued: 
"Very well, I will tnkl-l it up, I ah?.11 1!11'.ke -it t\ tes 
OP.Se. I work in it AS your friend, ns rm. n.mP..tcur; 
but on my success will depend whether I enter the 
rruik.S of profeasionP.lism. RE:ly upon it, I will do f" . 

I cnn. My whole future 1·till depend upon the result. 
I shP.11 win my apurs through this ci~.so , if ever I 
r-.m to wenr them." And so we now know of th0 very 

· first CP.se - I think you will nll 11gree thr.t such 
in:for[llfl.tion is most interesting in the light of ell 
tb.e.t .b.Rs been snid of the enrly history of our f.r,,,_ 
ourite chnrncter. Is it not r.mazing to think of 
Bl~ko solving one mystery in 1878 (for of course he 
DID win those spurs) nnd r.nother, in fr-.ct severr.l in 
this present yenr, 1948. Seventy yenrs! The ~uthor 
of the ynrn menti oned is given ns W. Sbn~i Roe, but 
it is believed thnt it wns on~ of the JP.et written b 
the crentor o:f BL~ke, Herry Blyth. I hop~ to tell 
you more nbout these enrly copi~a before lJng, in 
:fact 1 t is possi blt: th,,t we eight me Pble to repro­
duce copies of them if our pJ..;,ns nre succ~ss:ful nnd 
wo get enough supp9rt, but more of this l~ter. 

l few weeks r .g o I ruceived :,,_ copy of r. nodern 
Ne\t ZenlP.nd bo s' R er lmown r.s "The New Zt:P.J..;,.nd 
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Chuos", consisting o:f 24 pRgea (ino. cover). It V/t\B dFt.t~d 6th November 1947, nnd \·.'R.B. priced "seven­pence f ortnightly". The c.>ver 1·1?..a just blr.ck nnd ,.,hit~ ,.,., wl'.lre nil the intern n l illuatrr> .ti ons Rnd 
th~ st ories i.ru,ide wer1:1 notion:fu.l ., bu;t I hP.d 1: bit o:f P. uhock when I opt:tnud up r•.t pnge lf; nnd 1:1spied 
11 The FlP.ming Frontier" by John Br~ar lay, a tale of 
intrigue and a battle of 1d ts \?flged againBt Britain I 

!
along the Indian Frontier. Nazi agents, inciting 
the tr1be21 to for m one gr1::nt fight1.ng confederacy, 
had mnde such heAdWP.y, And th e position wn a peril-
·, ous. One .man stood in the wny - yea , you've guessed 1 t SEXTON BL4:KE , war ld frunous deteo~i ve , nnd nO\. 
1Rcting as epticial fl.gen t for British Intelligence. 
:The story •vf'l.e told in eeriRl f'orm, bJlt that fa by 
the WAY, I thought you would nil be interested to 
l1:1E'.rn thP .t Blake was Btill popul.Rr "down 1.Ulder" nnd thP.t he wa..e f~~d 1n :". l)ft~r outside the eph.are 

1 o:f the l. P. The P,uthor John Rrer.rl.ey, will prob­
~bl.y eou:n~ fnmiliPr to you. I believe he did ~ lot 
o:f work for the A.P. pRpers bef ore the war . 

Well, I think I •vc just n.bout used up r.11 th e 
spac e. agnin this month , so I will sign o:f:f now, but before I do let me say t.hnt in No. 18 I int end t o 

I let Rn old friend, Bill Colc ombe, of Southend, tell 
you aom~t l1ing fl.bout "Some Semi- Pe:rlllf1.nents of the 

I S~cond S1:1riea" introducing The Hon.R. S . V . Purvr .11:1, 
!Dearth Tf!ll on . T1:1d Fl n:nn gnn P.nd other populnr B1flke 

!
·story ohP.rP,otera. So lo ok out for "Tht:1 Round Tr.ble" 
oonduct~d by Bill Colcombe! 

H. iii. Bond: 

In No.19 "The Story of Dr. SRtirn" , Pn.rt Ii. Com 
1ng Boon - 11Th1;1 OreF\tor of Gtlorg~ Mnrsdt:m Plumm~r" I by Bill Colo ombe. "I visit :Br>.ker Strt!et ngnin" by 

~ :M.Bond. · 

I Adv~rtis~ in th~ Coll~ctora' Dig~st 
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