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(Vol.2) No.18. Poet Free 

JURE 1948 
F,ditor, 111.soellaneous Section 

Herbert Leckenby t Telephone Exchange, 
c/o Central Registry, Northem Comnsnd1 York 

FRCI! THE EDITOR'S CHAIR: 

Of a truth the pap ers 
which ploy such a big pm-t 
in these pages, and in our 
lives, ar e much in the news 
these days . For instance, 
the par ogr ephs re pro dnced }?.ere 
eppeored i n '.>he "Doily Herold" 
on May 3rd. 

Then o dl\Y or two l oter, 
·the l es t three words in 
Ion Mackey•s Diar;r in the 
"News Chronicle " caught IQY 
eye. The words were "l.fognet 
ond Gem"t "What's this?" 
thought I, then settled down 
to see wruit this lively 
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columnist had to scy about the popular two. 
t alking nbout the books one finds in wayside 
he finished like this : 

Well, he wos 
hotels. And 

. "If ever I come to run o hotel there will be a small 
bookcase in every bedroom. It will cont nin the books I have 
mentioned P.nd o f ew s ecular ones as well. Like Shl'k esp eore, 
Pepys,! Kempis, Boswell, Pa.lgrave, Mrs. Beeton, .Agntes's Egos, 
Bradsh aw, Whittaker, and I' boWld volume of th e MEJgnet end Oem."

1 
Goo d for I :m t He se ems t o be one of us. Evon though 

he was writing in whimsic ol vein, I think he honestly 
believed the f£1J11ous poir had earned a place in English 
literature. I can think of quite a few f e ll ows who would 
lik e t o pat him on t he back. 

And, when we f in d one of the moat famous names in English 
sport :writing an intr oduction to o book dealing with boys' 
papers one f eel s th ey ere ind eed getting e pl ace in th e sun. 
Readers will p erh aps be int erest ed t o heor t h~t I s ent o copy 

1 
of the May "C .D." t o Mr. E. S. Turn er and asked him if he could 
give us any ide P. of the da te of public oti on . In R reply just 
receiv ed, 11:r. Turner says the publishers, !tl.ch ael Joseph, Ltd., 
hope t o have it out by mid-Septemb er, With th e idea of c,aldng 
it a Chris~s pr e sent book. We hope t o r evie w it first 
opp ortunity. 

+ + + + + + + + 

In a r ecent issue we s oid we wer e hcpi ng t c publish e 
list of Mr. E. S . Br ook's b.--oks in s t if f c, ,v ers. However, 
it's not t o be , f or J ack Murte gh, of Uew Zeal and, end Robert 
Beyth, of th e Nel s on Lee ColUl!lil, who bo tP hnd th e s?me idea, 
have be"ln -tol d by l'fir . Br,x, ks th <" t ~0 <ko s no t th -1.:-.k r ender s 
of th e St . Fr ank's s t ori es wculd be in l;er ost ed in hi::; l ~'i.er 
boo ks, e.nd t heref ore he woul d r ath er ~ lis t did not appea r in 
C.D. I r:rust con£ es ~ I cannot s i.:e l\'lr. Br ook' s r easo ning nt 
oll. One woul d ha ve th ought he vtc,ul d only hav e been t no glecl 
t o still h ove t he supp ort of t hos e who wer e such f aithful 
f o llow ers of his in the days when he wro t e mainly f or t he 
growing boy. And even if his l a t er st nri es have not th e same 
eppe .cl., what harm woul d th er e b~ in publishing a list. Surely 
it cann ot b e th a t he is ns hruned of th e stori e s which once 
made f or h~ ra th ousan ds of fri ends al l over the world? Why, 
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efter all , as Blakiana showed a short tine ago, the gulf 
between the stories which appea re d in the twopenny weeklies 
and those which now can be found on the shelves of the 
twopenn,y libraries, is not very wide. 

However, we bow to ll!r . Brook ' s wishes. 

+ + + + + + + 

Qbi.te a nur.iber of ent ries were rec eived f or the little 
competi tion "Wby I Coll ect the Story Papers " , with a priz e 
of ii year's subscripti on kindly pnid by. l'l.tr. H. A. Smith . 
They were quite good efforts, making it rAther difficult to 
choose th e best . However, the winner will be announced in 
the next issue. 

:MeAnwhile, heve a go at the crossword with £1 prize 
gener uusly given by Mr. Eric Fayne . It will be fo und to 
have a f ew necessary alt ernatives. Entry f orm will be 
found one separate sheet in this issue. 

Yours sincerely , 

HERBERT LECKENBY 

FOR SALE OR EXCHliNGE: 50 "Boys' Cinemas" , 250 New Series 
"Nelson Lees", H-Jliday Jlnnuals,Vol. 7 Boys' Frien ds (not bound}, 
Magnets and Gems. Also a few Old Series Nelso~ Lees, 
triumphs and B.O.Ps. H •. A. Smith, 13 New Ro.:.ld, Scole, 
Diss, Norfolk. 

WAHTED: Ferrers Lord st .-rios from Boys' Friend 3d. and 4d. 
Library. Henry J. H. Bartlett, Peas Hill, Shipt on Gorge, 
Bridport, Dorset. 

WANTED: 5/- etich for Magnet 692, 11.Maulevere r•s Peril"; 
Megnet 903 , Sports Week at Greyfriars; Popular 251, 
Mauly-Swot. 50 Gems f or exchange betw een 532-1100 . 
Miss E. B. Flinders, Rose View, Gosoore Road, Nr. Hitchin, 
Herta . 
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EDITOR'S NCYrE Sv f ar as I am awar e , Mr. J ohns on is t he 
only member of the coll ect or's circle who hos had the good 
fo rtun e t o meet Mr. Frank Richards. I f eel sure, therafore, 
th ot th e account of h is visit will be r eed with no littl e 
int er est. 

A VISIT TO FRANK RICHARDS 

by 

THOMAS ARNOLD JOHNSON, L. R.A.M ., A. R . M.C. M. 

On April 5th, I h~ oceasion t o vi sit Mr. Richards 1Jt 
his home , "ROSE LA.tlN11 , Kingsg at e-o n-S ea , t o discu ss vari ous 
busin ess de t ails r egard in g my GREYFRIARS SUITE f or piano s ol o , 
and ols o t o conv ey some priv at e r ecordings of the l att er 
which I had made f or him at his requ est, int o hi s saf e keep ing 

I commenced my l ong tr~in j ourney fro~ Victo ~i a at 10.~0 
a.m ., arriving et Br oadsteirs et l p .m., had lunch at a ca f e 
cl os e to the bus sto p fr om which my bus w0uld sta rt at 1.40 
t o convey me t ~ my de stinati on - Kingsgnte . It wos quit e e 
sh ort run, pessing t hrough s ome l ovely Kentish scenery, and 
e t l ast, th e si gh t of th~ blu e se a conveyed t o me t he knowle dg 
that I was appr oa ching th e master's abode . The bus st oppe d 
a l..c:iost outsi de t he well-kn own hous e - "ROSE LAWN'' • '?Ii th . . , . 
gr ee t excit ement I opened th e gate and timi dly W$llce<l up t o 
the front door and knucked . Edith, - ( at l ea st, I presur:icd 
it was that good lady, - I knew af t erwards th at ey surrds e wee 
corr ect, and th e t her surn mne was Hood') opened it, and as ked 
me insid e . iu'ter an apol ogy fr om oe about orrivin g a littl e 
ea rli er t han I was expect ed , sh e l ed me in, sa yi ne th 8t 
Mr. Hamilton hod been r est i ng , but th at he would be clown 
pr e sently~ and s ,> I ml'!de myse lf comfort abl e in th e master's 
"den", sitting in an easy ch air before a l og fire , P.nd 
partcld.ng o f t ee snd cake, which Edit h s o kin dl y br ought in 
f or me. 

AT LA.ST THE GREAT MOMENT ARRIVED - nnd thro ugh th e dr.1or 
Mr. Rich urds ( his appear oncc so well knO\m to me through his 
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photographs,) with outstr etched band, which I heortil.y ernsp 
I was t>t lest f ace to face with the person who had cre at ed 
BILLY BUNTER, - the pe rs on I had ahmys edl!lired so much. I 
shall never forget this first handshake. Mr. ·Richar ds 
l ooked well, happy nnd contented , and as he set bef or e me on 
the othe r side of thQ fireplace, I could see the whole array 
of his femous .charact~ rs all around him in Dzy' imagination. 
Whenever Edith was r equi red, Mr. Richards had an or iginal 
method of banging a coal scuttle with a poker, -- which made 
a sound loud enough to waken the deed, but which served its 
purpose t o the full however, bringing Edith in, with a smili 
face, to know what was req~red of her . 

We talke rl and chattS;?d about ol il stori ei; . arul 111USi9, 
(for Mr; Richards is o. keen music 1ove1;",, ) and t~s in 
general for over on hour and a half, whilst he smoke d his 
pipe, and made numerous spontaneous wis e7 cracks on the we.y. 
The records I had brought were pl ayed over, and it was a j oy 
indeed to behold Mr. Uichards ' face es each number was 
unfolded on the air. The swish of Q.uelchy's cane, the 
Bunter "cackl e", Lord Mauleverer's yawn, the Bounder 's 
swagger and defiance, Alonzo Todd's sentimental meanderings, 
(all portrayed in my music) br ought a smile, ~nu sometimes e 
hearty la.ugh .fl'.om th e author of those famouo •oha.ract~rs as 
he sat th ere, otlivio us of all but the music. He compli­
mented me upon the way I had so ingeni ously portray ed each 
character, and I knew that Dzy' little token of high · esteem 
was greetly apprecia te d by him . I know now, t hat those 
rec ords will giv e f.tr~ Richards many hours of pleasure , nnd 
I was g l ad that I had suggested doing them for ·him. I wos 
amply rep aid for my efforts by watching his feotu,res , and th 
genuine and sincere oppre _ciation displayed by him. Lady Jan , 
the cat, (I must not forget her), came ond so.t on Dzy' shoul de 
as we li s tene1, and so I found that we had other interests 
in common - CATS, and gardening, for I learned thot during 
the morning Mr. Richards had been planting bulbs. . After a 
discussion re~ardi.ng the Suite and the possibi lity of having 
it publis .hed, f ollowed by o little recital on the piano, I 
realised that ciy time was growi .ng short. · 

I came 8'11ay from nose Lawn with the f eel ing that I hod 
been in the presence of a great genius, - an author who woul 
alwa~s live thr ough his stories,. - an flgeless person who was 
imbued with the spirit and gaiety of perpetual youth. 
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Mr . Rich ard s is still young in mind , and I know that thr ough 
his characters, - his dre am childr en, as I pr ef er t o call 
them, - he will always be with us. He speaks of all his 

1cha.racters as if they really DID exist, and many times during 
our conversation, I expect ed the door t o open and r eveal 
Ha rry Whart on and Bob Che rry in th e fl e sh ·• 

We ol der sch oolb oys will alweys be gra teful t o 
Mr . Rich ards, - - we owe hi m e gr ea t debt, f or thr ough his 
st ories he ga v e us a l asti ng ple asur e, and a rich herit age 
which can never di e . 

May he enj oy th e sunset of his lif e in happy contentm ent , 
to gether With th e knowledge that th ousan ds of his r eaders, 
bot h young an d ol d , wis h him good hea lth, j oy, happin ess, 
prosperity, and an undyi ng int er est in all th a t is cl ean and 
sinc er e . 

Thank you, Mr. Hicha.rds, f or all your y enrs of devoti on 
t o the sch oolb oy. Good luck in all your futur e ventur es . 
You have th e firm and st aunch supp ort of all past r eaders cf 
the MAGNEr. 

------ -
Read ers may be int ere st ed t o know t hat th er e is every 
possibility of th e first Greyfri ?.rs Suit e be i ng publis hed 
at a l at er dAt e . 

T. A. J ohnson, L.H.A-.M., A.Il.M.C • .lil. 
Raby Cott age , Raby Par k, 

Nest cn, Warr Eil, Cheshir e . 

THE OIJ) BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

A me e ti ng t cok p l ace on Sunday, May 2nd , ut t he l~de rn 
Sch uol Annexe, Sur bi t on Hoad , Kingst on. Muster inclu ded 
Messrs. R . Blyt he , L. Paclonan, J. W. Gaal, C. Roll ond-Skinne r , 
F. Keeli ng , B. Whit er , J . Robyns , M. Rall, M. Haswell, 
B . Haswell, E. Fayne, J. Parr ott, Mr. an d Mrs . Whit er, whil e 
Vincen t Pag e , th e younges t coll ect or of al l , was pr esent pa rt 
of the t i.me. 

Phot ,:,gr aphs of th e Member s wer e t aken in the ger den by 
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Mr. Rcbyns and l\Jr . B. Haswell. 
Mr. Fayne octed as chairman of th e meetin g , and expresse~ 

the pleasure of the club at the presencn c f two new members, - -
Mr. Robyns, who had travelled from Brighton , nncl Mr. Gaol of 
Kingston. Buok prices were discussed, and-,it wns eventually 
i:igreed that a certain scale of prices ~hculd operete between 
all club members . By keping good ~aitp bet ween themselves, 
the club oel:191ee that prices can be re~ at ed t o some extent. 

The next item on tlie agenda . was th ~,deba te on Greyfriars 
and St. Jim's versus St. Frank's~ . The arguments of 
Mr. J oseph Boguley, whose letter oppeared in the C.D., were 
considere d . 

Then followed a competition in the f orm of a "quiz" , -
a list of questions on the various papers nnd characte r s ~n 
which the club is int eres ted. \/inner was Mr. ':'fuiter , with 
Mr. Haswell sec ond . Parcels of Gems mid Magnets were awarded 
as prizes . 

Members were then invited to give a brief talk on the 
papers which interested them th e most. Mr. Packman gove the 
history of the "Popular" in an inform ative t1;1lk which was 
followed. by members with keen interest. Mr.Fayne then ge.ve a 
brief review of the ups and downs of his pet pcpe r, th e Gem. 

Welcome refreshments were now served by the Matron of the 
Modern School , and, when the inner man wes sotisfied, an 
exchange session, of benefit to many, commenced. 

The meeting broke up just before ten o ' clock, and 
Mr.Blythe proposed a vote of thanks t o Mr.Fayne for his wcrk 
as host for the May gathering . It was decided that the nex~ 
meeting shall be he l d on the first Sunday in June ot the home 
of Mr.Packman at East Dulwich. It was prop osed nnd agreed 
that future meet i.ngs should be held on a rot a , successively at 
Mr.Packmen•s home et East Dulwich, Mr . "ilhiter•s home et Wood 
Gr een , and Mr.F~e's home at Kingston-on-Thames. This 
arrangement will mean that meet i ngs should be in r easonable 
reach of all living within easy re ach of London, and e member 
who finds himself with a fairly lont} journey for one meeting 
may find it a fairly short one f or the next meeting. 

A Dinner is to be held for th e ~lub, at Surbiton, in 
September. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS: The third mee ting of th e London 
members was evidently as successful es its predecess ors and 
8 good time s ee11, t o have been had by -au . Seeing Mr .Eric I 
Fayne, that man of ideos, was host , th at was n for egone 
conclusion . 

It Wil l be seen that o dinI?,er is t o behe l d in September . I 
No doubt all those members who woul d like t o be th er e will 
keep th e da te in mind . It sh oul <l be a grea t occasion . I 

It mey- be t hRt those \Vho were mainly·,1,espol)t1ibl e for 
starting thes e London meetings f eel they have not yet succ eed · 
in doing all th ey set out to achieve, but th ey cert ainly have 
the setisfacti on of knowing that, th ough some of th eir schemes 
have given ris e t ~ al l s orts of opinions, they certainly have 
create d an en ormous amount of interest. I'6y post-ba g pro ves 
that. Mor eover , th ey have br ought coll ect ors (the Lendon ones 
at any r at e) to gether more th en ever bef ore. ':Ii tn ess the 
photographs which were tak en a t the meetin g . To me t l:ey are 
more interesting then I con say, and since ge tting copi es I 
h ave l ooked at th em egoin and aga in. At th e moment of writing 
this I am hoping you will see a r epr oduction in this issu e of 
one of them, probabl y on the cover . Not the l east interesti ng 
thing about thorn is that they pr ove how our hobby appea ls t o 
all ages , fr om a cheeky youngster in a junior form to men who 
have l eft th eir sch 0ol d~ys be hin d th em quite a number of years 
ago. 

I might o lso mention that ~ost-c ar ds (S d . eoch) can be 
obtained from Mr. Mnvi n H~swell. 

They ar e wel l worth th e money, if cnly for the r eas on 
th at the p hot ograp hs are gre ced by the , r esence of chermin g 
Mrs. Robe rt Whit er. Ther e 'll be no diffc~o nc es of opini on 
about th a tt 

Well, whe n I study th e nile of l et t ers which have reach ed 
me on the pric e qu es tion, it is pl ainly evident that th e caus e 
of most of th e tr ouble , the ni tmer in th e woodpil e , the ro a.l I 
vill ain of th o pi ece , is - "The Magnet" . Ther e are oth er 1 papers which cause a little heartburni .ng, but with the Magnet 1 
wel l, let me put it this , way. Picture an auction with a 
de9irab le semi-d et nchcu vill a up fo r sale wit h vacant 
possession; th e peop le asse mbied al l young married couples, 
with all th e wives li vifie with th eir moth er-in-l aws, or in 
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ple ?e~ ~r.~.i:o he lf- -o-doze n w..:-:ncn hElV,;. k use tho sc:ae cook~-:'16 I 
foc1l1t1es. Can you bl ame the auctioneer if his hammer does~ ' t 

f a ll until a pr e-war £600 house has r oach ed th e r egio n of I 
£2, 500? \'/ell, that's akin t o the situation when Magnets come 

int o the J.la.I'ke t; and when they happen to be th e red-c overed I 

ones of yest ery ear, well, then you can no more prevent tho 

bi ed.ing being bri sk th an Canute of ol d could st op th e ti de 
coming in. 

Neverthel ess , th ere is a gleam of hope even f or the 
Magnet. Sinc e our l as t i ss ue I have heord of more of th o~ 

being br ought int o the rin g fr om cell ars ond attic s . And 

down in SUl11\Y Devon one of th e clan coul d hardly beliovo his 

eyes when he saw quit e a nice li t tl e pil e on a booksta ll . 
They weren't th ere longt And he l oomed that if he had been 

ther e ear li er th ere woul d have been quite a lot more. True, 

they were numbers nc or the end of th e run , even then a rar e 

sight these days. 

And th ere ' s anc ther surprise in t his issue - Mr. J ohn 

Medcraft's advertisement . If anyone had t ol d me, even twenty 
y ear s ago , that there was an opportunity of obt aining long 

runs 0f the pape rs of rny own youth lik e th ose I shoul d have 

f ound it difficult t o believe . 

It j ust sh ows you that you neve r know what 's going to 

turn up . So there ' s no need t o get despondent , l ads cf 

London t own. 

WANTED: Early issues of Gem, ?.mgnet, Pluck , Dread.nought. 

A few Magnets and Gems f or disposal and r ed-c overed Magnets 

£or exchang e only. Eric Fayne, 2} Grove Hoad, Surbit on, 

surrey . 

WANTED: Aldine .Publicati ons , Dick Turp i ns, Claude Duval s, 

et c . E. H. Landy, 4 Nuneoton Road, Dagenham, Essex . 

WAlfl'ED: Maxwell Scott;' s det ec t ive st or i es. §.fil : 

"Juvenile Dr ama" by George Speaight ; Modern Boys ' Annual, 

19}8, Geo. Rocheste r , etc . John Herman, 51 Burl eigh Gardens 

Sout hgate , London , N.14. 

FOR SAIE OR ElCCHANGE: Magnet s and Nelson Lees, 1919- }0 . 
trao'Crconditi on. M. Ha.swell, 19a London Road , Morde n , 

Surr ey . 
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No Stonewalling for Mr.Baguley 

"Moorings", Middle Hill , 
Pensilva, S .E.Corn wall. 

20th April, 194 

I have no wish to score debotin g points agninst Messrs. 
Fayne and Howes, whose letters appe ar ed in your Apri l isau e . 
I am sure th e misquot ation by Mr .Fayne, ( "~tories" end "Plots" 
are two differ ent things,) and misrepresent ation by ~.r .Hawes, 
( the best ficti on is usually very r ea listic in det Pils ) could 
eas ily hav e been f orecast. Whot surpris ed me was th e supp ort 
from Mr.McGreevy. Thanks , Meet 

The fAct remains th et every word of my ori g in ol l etter wes 
car efully considered - by me, I mean: evid ently not by 
Messrs. F. and H. Ther e r ee lly is no reply t o be made t o it. 
Expressions of loyalty ( se e Mr. Whiter) do not add much unl ess 
acc ompanied by r ea s oned stat ements of known f ac ts. 

What e confessi on we have had, - th a t he knows of no 
writer whose work is of importance outside his own limit ed 
fi eld ~ vlhat a monst rous asserti on th at 1st If it is true, 
what of T . S .Eliot , Graham Gre ene, '.'/-. Somerse t 'Maugham, Ignazi o 
Sil one , Se an O' Casey , Sinclair Lewis, Pri es tley, Huxley -
no need t c, go on, but an intelligent child will know th at it 
would be a very l ong list. 

Those who tr ouble d t o r ead my l ett er wit h an imparti al 
mind surely saw clearly enough its motive~ t ha t f e.tu ous and 
fulsom e prais e does credit neither to th e gi ver nor r ecipient. 
Cert ainly I r ead th e books, fo r relax a ti on: but th ey are re ad 
wit he du e sense of pr oporti on: much be tt er sc hcol st ori es were 
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written, f or example, by a now not overpraised writer whose 
initial~ are P.G .W. 

Is Mr .Feyne expecting us to swallow the whole of his , 
ridicul ous suggestion that sales alone Rre the criterion of 
merit? That seems to be the meaning of his concluding 
paragraph. If this were so , then the bes t newspaper that eve r 
existed, is the "News of the World"; and Shaw end Shakespeare 
wrote in vain. 

Dear Sir, · 

+ + + 
JOSEPH BA.GULEY. 

Sanders te ad , Surrey. 
3rd May, 1948. 

On Mr.Baguley's Side 

· Al though I am a purely Hamiltonian Collecto r, I think we 
must be fair to Mr.Baguley, so I am - rather unexpectedly I 
imagine - taking up the cudgels in defence of that gentleman . 
Only cne part of the letter I will criticise, i.e. the Magnet 
being more essentiall y interesting to an average smal l boy 
between 9 and 15. Why as low as 9, · and why not higher than 15 

For the rest, I think w~ blind ourselves if we fail to 
recognise the unreality of many of the stories and incidents. 

However, I have gl ways loved them and always shall. 

Yours sincerely, 
BERNARD PRIME. 

+ + + 

Call it a Drp 
Al verthorpe, Wakefield. 

Dear Editor, 
I have sat back quietly without comment during the 

publishing of the last few C.Ds., but with some impatience 
with those readers who have made it a battleground t o resolve 
on the merits or othe rwise of C.H. and E.S.B. Nothing has 
been said by either side ,rhich could be ot meteriol help to 
any cQllector. Let us all then, wash it out, end have peace 
in the home at last, and not least, get on to more articles 
ot constructive value. 

TOM ARMITAGE. 



154 
An Open Lette r To MY Two Favourit e Authors 

By Jack Cook. 
Doar Guvnors, 

For many years I 'v e collected , r ead and enj oyed 
y our yarns, both sch ool and tee. Harry Whart on & Co . a lways 
taught Hones ty , Loynlty, whil e Nels on Lee mado me Observant, 
Courag eous and Discerning. I'm shocked t o hoAr of such 
phrases as Malice, Unfoirness, Accusing ~ Reck.less Att ack, etc. 
being at tach ed t o my name - just bccf\use I try t o tell th e 
trutht I think th a t if you reed th1:: Wald o articl e car efully 
y uu'll find eoc h pPssage quoted chap t er and verse . 

But os I 'v e soi d bef or e, I se e nothing wrong in an auth or 
duplic a ting his f ormer pl ots, themes - even chnr acterisati on. 
Every fiction writ er is awore that th er e ar e only a certain 
number of Dr amat i c Situations - acco rding t o Geo . Pol tis' 
f a.r:ious work, "The 36 Dramatic Si tuations " th e:r o is only this 
number, but from them a writ er can evolv e lit erally milli ons 
of pl ots. I do app l aud you theref ore in giving us so mony 
gcod yarn s f r om th e same number of st ock plots year in nnd 
y ear out . 

Let me stre ss again that my articl es don't meen to give 
o:f:fence - like J ohnr\Y Bull I'm pl ain and outsp nken - I don 't 
t olk about "Small Beer", "Princ i pal throwing in th e sponge" 
e tc. I l ea ve th ot sort <if thing wher e it bel ongs - but it's 
st r ange th at you haven 't noticed t hese colJUilent s t Ye t when 
I cite phrases , incidents etc . which you hav e writt en - you 
bec ome perturbed. 

Sorry, guvs, but I ' 11 always r ead your yee.rns whethe r 
you r e-writ e them or not . 

Yours sincerely, 
JACK COOK. 

+ + + 

A HEll.RTBR.EAKING STORY 
by \1illiam L •• Bawden 

You ~ er moy not !mow i t , but f or the 111st two yea rs 
I have bon running an ameteur magazine by the name. of the 
'Vi aduct ' • Sc.me time ago I got permission t o r epr int any 
tw o ' Magne t• st ries from the .a.P., but have only now decided 



155 I t o make use of it . I run it as a serial on th e two bock pages 
It is "Magnet" No . 1,434, "Fishy's Holiday Stunt!'. 

I recently hurri ed up t o the printers a short dist anc e oway 
fr om my home. Going up the short flight of worn stairs I 
f ound the sh ort, tubby, printer of 50-odd in his office nt the 
top. 

"Pr ,·ofs r ea dy?" I asked. 

"C-- is just finishing them," he answered. 

We waited. 

I idly picked up the Ct-py of the "Me.gnet" on his desk fr cm 
which they wer e copying and mentioned how prices had changed . 
"Look," I said, "28 pages, all that f or 2dt And t o-day f or a 
quarter of that reading matter you have t o pay about 1/6t 11 

"Oh, t hat's pothing ," he r eplied , "I r emember when they 
wer e only id t" 

I gazed at him. Up to now it had not occurred to me h£ 
had ever heard of the "Magnet" before bringi .ng that copy ther e . 
CoQe t o think of it I couldn't remember ever having t old him I 
coll ec t ed th em. "Yes , sir" he went on br eez ily, "I remember 
the very first copy coming out end buying it down at H- ' s -
th at ' s B- ' s now. It had a r ed cover ••• " He rambled on. 
Consid ering that was some f orty years ago he had o good memory, 
but th en came the shock? 

"Yes, sir," he repe ated, "I t 0ok them up each week; I r ea 
them aga in and -again. I knew them so well I could t el l them 
off by heart, almost word for word? I had five C·)pi es of 
No • I I s. I WAS LOOKING AT THEM NO!' SO LONG AGO." 

I nea rly f e ll down. 

He continued: "I had them stocked up in a cupb oard , 
hundreds of them • •• " 

I grabbed his arm in a frenzy. 
them," I asked , "-have you?" 

"Oh, no , I BURNT TBEMt" 

"When?" 

"Oh, a month or so ago ." 

"And you'v e still go t 

"But why didn 't yuu tell me?" I cried. 
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"You?" He l ooked surprised. "~'?" 

"I col l ec t them1" 

' 'Well, fancy that, if you had only MENTIONED it I'd have 
been glad t o give them t o you. You could have c ome up and 
took them awe;y by th e cartl oad 1 I also had a lot of "Gems" 
and "Plucks" with the first stories of Gussy & Co . I r emember 
him arriving, and Sext on Blake, he was in the Union Jack . I 
had a l ot of those t oo •••• " 

"Why e v er did r ou burn them?" I sighed. 

"Vle ll, the wife was grumble, grumble •••• " 

I left in a. daze. To think I had b een going th er e f or 
TWO yea:rs, and t o think if I had only menti oned it , whe t a rich 
prize I would have he.d. 

I guess you can imagine my f ee lings. 

His name is Jam es Roberts of Prater & Co. 
a l o t of Answers end Boy's Friend. 

I think it's a heartbreaking story . 

He also had 

(Well, th er e 's a hard luck story if ever there was one. 
i'iben I receive d it from Dick, as he is kn own at Redruth, I had 
an urge to r.lng him up and sympathise. Even th ough we were 
talking over 400 miles or so of wire, I coul ~ de t ec t the 
rueful no te in his voic e as he went ove r it again, and no 
wonder. H.L.) 

GREYFRIARS SCHOOLBOYS arms WANTED betw ee n 135-261. 2/6 ea.ch 
offered, 4/- each for Nos. 191, 193, 201, 203 and '209. 
24 Magnets 1100-1200 and a few Sch oolboy's Owns for Exc hange. 
Gord on Thompson, 85 Deerpark Road, Belfast. 

WANTED: Nels on Lee Library, original. series No .16 and onwards 
to No. 50. Boys• Own Library 3d. Nugge t Library, Empire and 
Diamond Library. Particulars t o W. H. Cl oug h, 3 Fonthill Grov, , 
Sale, Manchester. 

-WANTED URGJ!JfrLY: Nelson Lees, 1st s eries (1917) 124, 125, 126 
128; Gems, 1111, 1115, .also Wanted, Gems 1101-1110, 1248 t o 
1960 . L.Paclonan, 27 .Archda l e Road, East Dulwich, London , S . E.22 
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REBELLION! 

L. des cripti on {,f th e bP.tTin g- out s t ories 
of the Nelson Lee Library. By Robert Blythe. ­

( Continued) 

The Govern or s come t o St. Fr anks and duri ng th e r esulting 
enquiry the Head has a. strok e and is compelle d t o l eave th e 
sch <-ol ( ! ! ) The Governors de ci de t c, put a r etir erl NEival 
commander in charge t o he l p r es t or e order . 

By a mistake hi ::; butll=lr, a Captain Boom, i s assume d t o b e 
the Co:nmander. Capt. B< .om thinks he can quell the r ebelli on, 
but his methods nr e more suit ed fo r th e Navy than to a boys' .. · 
sch uvl, with the r e sult th at o.11 th e Masters r es i gn. By this 
time a ll th e sch ool i s in revolt , and with th e absence of the 
Masters th e less tractabl e el ement ge t out of hand, and the 
sch vol is in dange r o f being wrecked. Neverthel ess, Mr.S t okes 
(who hasn 't lef t with th e other mast ers), mannges t o r es t ore 
orde r, end pr omises the .school th a t th eir demands will be 
satisfi ed. Another enquiry is hel d , this tim e th e true facts 
about Sinclair's hol d over Mr. St okes is br 0ught t o li ght, with 
th e r e sult th at Sinclair is expe ll ed . Sincl Dir, however, is 
instrum ent al in sa vi.ng anoth er' s lif e and is por done d . Once 
more the sch ool r et urns t o normal . 

It is Handforth who supplies th e r ea scn fo r th e l est < f 
t he "barring out" st ori es in what may be t ermed th e ol d styl e . 
Merrell and Marri ott, two of th e more unple as ant ch ar act ers, 
ar e r esp ons ibl e for a particularly ill-n atur ed j oke up0n 
Mr.Pyecraf't, the Fourth Form master. Handf orth and .hi s t wo 
fri enas are accused , and th e Head deci des t o punish th em by 
fl ogging . Hondfo rth, however, r efus es t o be fl ogged , and 
Church and :McClure barricade the msel ves in their study . Of 
course, they are s oon evict ed, but the r es t of th e Remove, 
knowing th e truth, decide t ~ help them . The sph ool stores ar e 
commandeer ed and th e "b arrine -ou t" commences in ear nes t. 

Gener al Carfax, one of th e Govern ors, tells the Heed th nt 
he is not using stringent enough measur e s t o brin g the "b arri ng 
out" t o an end and the Head, th eref 0r e , (yes, I'm af r ai d so) 
de ci des t o leave the sch ool until the r evo lt is over. The 
Gene r al conduc ts hims elf as if be wer e commanding a military 
offensiv e , bu t in sp it e of eve rything th e r ebe l s hol d out, 
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'lnd the ba..·r j tlg-c.ut is broUl",ht to a suc-:-essful conclu sion o,,11y 
when Merr ell and Marriot t are forced to confess . HandfDrtb , 
naturally, is cleared, and aJ.1 parties very pleased with th

0

em-
sel ves , go home for the Christmas Holidays. 1 

That more or l ess brings the story of the "barrings -ca t" 
to an end . To be sure , th er e are two mo.re, but they belong 
to the SecQnd Now Seri es and most Lee supporters prefe r to 
forg et them. Still, for the record - Noi=i.51-54 t ells how a 
ga ngster from Chic ago , call od Millionair e Mike , · tokco over the 
school and lnstals his gang ao Mast ers. But th e l ess· said 
about this seri es th e better . An arch aeo logist named 
Professor. Ogleby is the cause of th e troubl e in the last 
original barrin g- out tol d in the Nelson Lee . ( No.3a4 ~387). He 
disc overs a Roman encampment under the playing fields and bein g 
a Governor, de ci des to excav at e . The boys, to protect the 
playing fi elds , i.:.l.age a revolt on th eu to prevent Pr of .Ogleby 
digging them up. Tney win of cours e . To round things off, 

1 
apa rt fx-om th e Hunter r eprint (Nos.10-lS, 3rd New Series) th er e 
a.re two other stories. In one, (65, 1st New Series), tho 
juniors hold out in a power station against a cert ain Otto 
Lorenzo who has gone into the slavery business. 

Last ly, th ere is a short description of a revolt by the 
Moor View girls, (No.157, 1st New Series) but that is a brief 
affair, and th e results of a proctical joke played upon them 
by the St.Franks Remove. Here we have t he complete rev olt 
series ond at least 8 of them are among the best st ories that 
E .S. Brooks ever penned. 

w.ANI'ED: Schoolb oy• s Own Library No 's - 147 - 161 - 177 -
213,..-: .221 '."'" 229·; Magnets No's 1296 , - 1334, 1439 , 1483, and 
HolidSiY st ories prior t o 1930 . Will buy or offe r liberal 
exchanges of S.O.L.s (inc . earlier ones), Magnet s, few Gems etc 
(inc . few 1918-20 issues). J. Walsh, 345 Stanley Road, 
Kirkdale, Liverp col 20. 
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1le Ne~ol\. ~ ~olutl\.l\. 
Conductnd by Robert Blythe, 

81 Alsen Road, Hollow~y. London, N.7. 

A c~upl0 of months ago I rromised to give a list of b ooks 
written by E.S.B., but unfortunately .r shall have t o cancel tha 

1 
as he tells me he wculd rath er I didn't, es in his opinion none 

I would be interested. I don't agree - but his wishes must be 

I 
respected. 

In the last issue I gave a list of Masters and details of 

I 
the Ancient House, and this month I shall deal with the r est 
of the school: 

West House: Colours; Mauve and Yellow. Head Prefect, 
'I ..o.rthur Morrow. Capt. of.West House Remove, Reginold Pitt. 

I 
Matron, Mrs. Carr. Page-boy, Rodgers . 

Modern House: Colours, Green and Gold . Heed Prefect, 
Walter Reynolds. Capt. of Fourth Fo:nn, Bob Christine. 
Matron, Mrs. Hiley. Page-boy, Sprott. 

East Reuse: Col ours , Block and Orange. HeE?d Prefect, 
Simon Kenmore. Capt. East House Fourth, Timcthy .Armstrong. 
Matron , Mrs. Potter. Page-boy, Jelks. 

Round and about the sch ·:,ol: 'fhe Sch<:ol House contains 
only the .classrooms, laboratories, etc . The }rd, 5th, and 6th 
ere boarded equally among the f our houses. The Remove occupy 
the Ancient and West He>uso, while the Fourth occupies the 
Modern and East Houses. 

In an interesting letter J.P. of London asks severa l 
questions which .I think may be of general interest. 

1. The first Christmas No. of the N.L. and tho one 
introducing Jim the Penmen, Prof. Zingrave, and EilGen Dare wos 
No.78 C'.3. "A Christmas of Peril". 

2. The st ory oontoining the very first reference to 
St. Franks and explaining why they decided to go there was 
given in No .III o.s. "The Yellow Shadow". 
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3. Numbers of the N .L. containing st o1es of the Black 

Wold are a.s follows : O.S. No ' s 17,19,22, ~ ,26,30,31,34,36 
40,61,107 ,108. \ 

L.P. makes a suggesti on which may fulfil a need, but . it 
will be a long job. He would like me to supply a list of 
the titles of the N.L. fr om No .l. I pr . 1pos·e th erefore to 
give ton a month. Anyone who would like t o know the titles 
of any speciol series should contact me a t the addr ess given 
~t the head of this article. 

Here ar e the first ten, anywa;,. 

No.l. 
No.2. 
No.3. 
No.4. 
No.5. 
No.6. 
No.7. 
No.a. 
No.9 . 
No .10. 

The J.tystery of Limehouse Reach. 
The Case cf the Secret R-1om. 
The dlue of the Strew Sail or's Hat. 
The Case of the Interned Detective . 
The Greet Submarin e ?eystery . 
Stolen Property • . 
A miscarriage of Justice. 
The Convicts ' Vendettfl. 
Nels on Lee. Cracksman . 
Shad owed by Tw~. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Granville Waine recently 
and he tells me that he als o has e copy of No .l. That 
brings the t otal t o six lmown c , pies. · Not exoctly plentiful, 
are they ? 

Before I cl ose this month, I shoul d like t o remind N.L. 
collect ors once again that this column is being written f or 
their benefit, and apart from a few more from L.P. I've ­
answered all questions put to me. So how about some more 
queries? Pil e •em on, the more the merri er ? Als ~, what 
about the most popular series? 

4dvertiae in the C.D. 

I 



EAilLY EFFOHTS OF THE FAMOUS 

By Hon. Ga1lowa.y 

It is fascinating t o dip fnr bt1ck into the pa st nnd 
unearth the literary efforts of people th en littl e known but 
whose names are now househ old words . 

In 1910 JOHN MASEFIELD penned what must sur ely be the ' ace 
of all smuggling yarns - "JIM DAVIS". This appeared in 
serialised form in 'CHATTERBOX' for th at year, and this 
brilliant st ory simply pulses with exciting inci dents; no 
genuine lover of Boys j ournalism should deny himself the 
pleasure of r eading it . · 

Jim, {whom we are t old was born in th e year 1800) ge ts 
mixed up with a gang smuggling French lace and brandy cc r oss 
the English Channel, and th e battle of wits (and sometimes more 
leth al weapons) between the latter and the Prev entive Offic ers 
provi des thrilli.ng reading. Jim is earlier befriend ed by 
Marah Gorsuch, a member of the gang with Gypsy bl ood in his 
veins, and in retali ati on fo r our young hero having engineered 
the escape of two Preventive Officers whom th e gong had ca p­
tured, Gorsuch threatens to "tak e Jim t o seo with him an<l mflke 
a man of him". Lote r in the story this actually happens , e.nd 
the chapters leading up to the climax when the gang are sur­
prised and outnumbers by a superior forc e of Preventiv e Officer 
are supe r b . 

I like t o think that Masefi e ld used this spl endi d st ory 
as a stepping stone, as he later branch ed out into adult 
lit erature, whilst his poems ar~ of course world famous. 

Digressing for a moment, I think I mey remark without fear 
of contradiction how greatly enhanced and more interesting a . ' 
story becomes when serialised in one of our popular Annuals, 
by re aso n of the pictures which accomparzy-it. There ere near­
ly 40 magnificent full page black end whit e illustrati ons with' 
which "JIM DAVIS" is embellished, by an Artist whose nrune 
unf ortun ately I ca rnot decipher . In the book version of the 
s t ory, we have to be satisfied with one or two small illustr a­
tions. 

The 'CAPTAIN' f or 1909 was note worthy fo r a splen di d st ory 
in serialised form by JOHN BUCHAN entitl ed "THE BLACK GENERAL" , 
This stirring and intensely int eres ting s tory dep icts the 
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bre ath -taking ad ven tur es of a young Scotsman (it would have t o 
be a l?cotsman of cours e in t he tru e Buchan fashion) who is 
in strumental in foiling a Nativ e uprisi ne in South Afric a , 
whose chief instigator is a Black Preacher. 

If my memory is not playing me false, I believe this 
narrative ~ later published in bc>ok form as adult literature 
with the impr essi ve title of "PRESTER JOHN", al th ough I am not 
quit e certain of th e latter. Poss ibly some of your othe r 
r eade r s ma,y be able to confirm this. 

The int erest ing and inf ormative way in which Buchan writes 
of the African terrain , where many of the l eadine incidents of 
the story are lai d , is acco unte d for by the fac t th at in his 
earl i er years he occupied an administrative pos t with the 
s outh Af'.ric an Government. 

The inimitable + one-and - only P.G.WODEROUSE was a frequent 
and welcome conti:1.butor to the pages of th e ' CAPTAIN' in the 
yer.ra p:reaeding _World War I, hi s et ory "THE EIGHl'EE:N CARAT KID" 
appearing t here i i:_ as a serial in 1912. 

It would seem that E1i t or s do , from time to tL~e , have sucl 
•l uscious far~" se rve d up t o them by contributors that no 
metter what they ch oose th e r es ult is bound to be a supe r­
vo lume . It was so in 1912 ' CAPI'AIN' , and not the le .est of the 
three brillian t ce rials appearing th er ein was Wodehouse's 
st ory . Al l Col l ecto rs, I sur,pose, have "pet" volumes -
vo l umes which, pe rhaps duet? the a~peal of some of the st ories 
or articles, rank higher in their affections than others . The 
1912 'CAPI'AIN' is one of such with cie. Wodehouse ' s yarn 
cent r es r ound Ogde n P.Ford, a very very pr ecocio us young son 
of an American millionaire, who, in an effort to escape the 
cos tly kidnappings -to which the l ad i s frequently subjec t ed , 
deci de s t o send him to an Engl i sh school, which is one of the 
priv ate typ e situa t ed in a lar ge country hous e in its own 
gro unds. Unknown t o Mr. Ogden Senior , c,ne of AmeriQa' s 
s li ckes t k.idnappe::-s ge ts wind of the scheme, crosses to Englan d 
and succeeds in obtaining a position as Butler at the scho ol ~ 
The whole t hing is brill iant farce, with a dash of melodr ama 
h er e and there when one of th e Masters is instrumental in 
saving the lad from the clutches of the kidnapper and bi's 
acc omplices. The t ale ends, I believe, with M:'· ,ogde?_l 
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offering th e kidnapper a. ;pel'lllanent ~cl . well-paid position t o · 
f oil other kidnappers, on the well-lmown principle of "set a 
thief to catch a thiefor. 

H. DE VERE S'l'ACPOOL ( of "Blue Lagoon" fame) mte an 
adventure story entitled "BIRD CAY", which appe ared as a 
serial in 'CHATTERBOX' for 1913. As I have not yet had the 
privilege of r ead ing thi~, I can make no comments at the 
moment. 

If' thi s ar ticl e brings nootelgic memories to some of thE 
"Old Boys", I shal l feel that th e time spent in its prepara­
tion has been amply rep aid. 

It. Galloway . 

STOP PRESS: Extra.ct from a rrank Richards letter. 
"Negotiati ons are once more on f oot for putting the first 
Bunter book on the air and the screen. This time it seems 
t o be taking shape , but you never can tell." 

Photographs of the Members present 

at the Meeting of the Old Boys Book Club 

held at London on ~d May, 1948 . may be 

obtained from Mr. B. Haswell . 



THE ROUND TABLE 

Do events taking plMe in this modern world remind you of 
Sexton Blake st ories of the pas,;? I fin d , very frequently, 
that a yarn printed many years ago has e dir ect bearing upon 
some modern occ urr ence and it is particularly interesting t o 
take n ote of the prQSent tr~uble in Palestine as an example of 
what I mean. Turni!'.g t o the Sunday newspaper this Whitsun wee 
I · read of the ending · >f the British Mandat e in the Roly Land an 
immediately my th ough.ts flew back to the yea.r 1925 and to a 
wonderful yarn by the late Gwyn Evans entitled "The Case of the 
Wandering Jew" • ( see U . J. No .11}0 dated 6/ 6/25) . This story, 
very t opi cal at th~ time of its appearance, seemed just as much 
so to-day , f or, on turnin{s it up in my U.J. files the first 
thing I saw was a reference to the Mandate, the only diffe r ence 
being that it ha$ only just been accepted by the British. There 
seemed to be just as much turmoil and strife in that land of 
Arab and Jew as ther e is t o-day and provided Blake with some 
ticklish problems. How good it was t o read a.bout dear ol d 
"Splash" Page giving his impressions of the "New Jerusalem" -
of his meeting with Blak e in the Holy Land an d thei r subsequent 
adventures t ogether with tinker . How they stopped a possible 
revol t thr eatened b the arrival of the thical 'Yanderer. 
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If you have this story in your collecti on I Ddvise you to re­
read it now. It is typical of Sexton Blake of the 1920's and 
nlso ve-ry much so of that clever writer Gwyn Evilils who, besides 
being one of the most popular yo~ men in Fleet Street et thot 
time was also an authority on matters reletin g t o the Middle 
East . If you want to have pI,"oof c,f this you cen refer to his 
special article in the Detectiye Supplement of U.J. No.1130 
entitled "Modern Jerusalem - the City of Contr as ts". I should 
very much like t o see Blak!i in modern 1948 Po.lestinc. How 
£itting it would be fort.hat popular current author, Anthony 
Parsons, to write a story or tw,, with e Middle East setting. He 
has done so in tlie past and bas proved that he t oo has enough 
knowledge of that part of the world t o give us some exciting 
Blake adventures therein. 

Did you spot m:, "faux pas " in tho last "Round Teble"? I 
told you that I was handing this feature over t o Bfll Corcombo 
this month f or him to tell you about some of the "semi-Perman en s 
of the Sec ond Series". Of course he had already done so (seo 
C.D. No's 14 and 15). I offer my apolo gies for this err or whico 
went quite un-noticed until after the publication of No .17. While 
on the subject let ma say that rrry recent declnrotion that I 
intended to make "Blakiana" consist solely of "The Round Table" 

· has not met with the approval I had hoped and so, with effect 
from this issue we are reverting to the old style end I trust 
that all Blake fans will now be satisfied with the layout of 
the section. . 

Once again I have t o congratul ate Eric R.Parker upon twc 
excellent covers for the May issues of the S.B.L. Although the 
new layout does not gi ve hi.cl the same scope 11s hith erto he has 
succeeded in making th e "thr ee quarter!3 design" mc.ist effective 
and my only regret is that he is not now doll'l(J thos e Page 1 
heeding sk etc hes ~hich ~ncd to be a f ea ture of the Libra-ry but 
which a.re now enti::.e : ,1 cu ·i; out. I noti -::e that th e companion 
publications '~l'oman' s World" and "Schoolgirls Own" Libraries 
both have th ese sketches and cannot understand wny the Blake 
sturiea should be treated differently. Evidently Mr.Parker is 
not lacking in talent as witness his excellent black and *1- te 
sketches in such publications as "The Knockout" . How 1:1bout 
it, Mr. Editor? 

Cherio for now. 
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Here we pres en t a new article trom the pen of Wilfret.._Da:rwin 
who con t rib uted " In troducing Georg e Marsden Plummer" h C.D. 
No. 3 ov ~r 12 month s ago . We ar e sure a l l readers will 
welco me his lJeturn to our pages . 

FAVOURITES OF THE PAST 
Some popular U .J -:-c 'na-ract e:rs and t he man who created them 

by . Wilfred Darwin 

Looking back t hrough UNION JACK }ii.story it is difficult t~ 
find a more popul ar or more talented contributor to 1 ts pages , 
than George Hamilton Teed. He created ma.ny famous personal.itie 
during his many ye ars with the old paper and I would lik e , as 
the subject of this arliole, to say a. 1i ttle about some of them 

Teed was not a writer of the conventional type of detecti 
story, but made hie name with several long series of y8Z'D8 of 
f oreign adv enture . 

In the veJ:y early days of the U.J. Sexton Blake invarl.ab~ 
go t bis m.an and was more than s match for en::J wrongdoer wbo 
happened to cross bis path. There was a fina.lity ab°'1t each 
story and the oapture of the criJi1nal. W9S a f oregone conclu.eion 
Later, however, s change came abou t , for a s eri es of stortee 
f ound to be pr eferable to , sing l e ones, with a ·much longer z,m , 
for the o:iJninal in consequence . 

As we ell know, the exploits of some of the famous orimin a 
cha.rooters introduced to UNION JACK readers by Mr.Teed c overed 
good number of years and also p~ovided material for a. good many 
s to ries. Talce Geo rge Marsd en Plummer fo r exempl o . It would 
indeed be difficult t o estimate how many issues of th e U.J. or 
S .B.L. have been dev ote d t o this oharacter i n th e pa.st . 

That a series of stories was favourea to sin ~l o ones was 
pr oved by th eir populari ty . The "Yell ow Bee ·t:J.011 i,,erie s , for 
ex ampl e , whi ch s tart ed in 19 11 was still go in .~ otr ong. as la.ta a.al 
1932. If l ongevity is a go od test, her e is p~oo f enough. 
Prince Wu Li ng , the exalted head of th e Br oth er hood of the Yell -·w 
Beetle, was undoubtedly o.ne of Teed ' s finest criminal characte r s . 
I know of no greate r power for evil in the whole world of fiction, 
unless it be th e ins i dious Dr.Fu Manchu. This famous Sax Robmer 
chsrecter and Wu Ling had a great deal in co111110n. The7 both 
c ontrolled a vast underground movement intended t o disrup t 
Western civilisation. The stories about t h e Chinese War Lord 
were usually very topical. In othe r words when China waa in 
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II th e newspap ers, Wu Ling was in the U .J. His movemonts wer e , a 
a rule , carri ed out behind a curtain of war, and he di d in foct 
~nk c profit out of chaos. 

Looking at some other Teed characters we find th a t though 
they wer e every bit as populor as Wu Ling in their way, they di 
not hove eeything near as long a career. Most old re nders of 
U.J . st ories will remember the Yvonne , Nirvona and Black Engl e 
seri es . These thr ee very well known char acters disappe ar ed from 

l th e paper after a year or two . Taking Yvonne first, the st ori es 
about this y oung lady wer e unique in every way. G.H.Tec-0. never 

I cr ea ted a finer feminine character than the plucky girl who waged 

I
, a l one battle against the gr oup of unscrupulous business sharks 

who had swin dled her parents, or pro -:"!uced a more origin al s erie 
of st ories. 

f Abput 1932 Teed made an ott empt t ( rep eat th e success of 

I 
this ea rly seri es by intr oducing a similar female chnrncter t o 
U.J . r eaders. But apart f r :.>m th e feet that Ml'demoiselle Hoxan 

I ( as th e new charact er was call ed ) appeare d in D S .B. film, she 
I wos just an imi totion of Yvonne minus some of the qu o.li ties tha 
j made this ch aracter s u popular in the ol d dRys . I coul d go on 
1 singing the pr ais es of th e adorable Yvr,rme for ever , but before 

I 
I pa ss on t c, oth er stars of the p ost I woul d just lik e t o menti n 
in s ome det oil, one particuler st ory About her . This is U.J. I 
Ne . 963 "Th e Aff oir of th e· Pa tag ,.,nian Devil" and tells how Yvonne 
became a detective. The st ory is inter e sting as it sh ows 
Mademoiselle Yvonn e tryi~g to copy the man fr om Boker St r eet. 
However, bef cre th e cose was finally solved , Sext on Blake him­
self . t ,,ok over, after which you can be sur e the business WDS 

cleared up in slick style . 
Norvana was t o Tinker what Yvonne had been t o Sexton Blok e 

in earlier days. But in this cnse sh e was als o c1 link with th 
youn gst er's past l ife bef ore he he n kn own Sext on Blake and 
become f emuus as t he gr ea t detectiv e 's assistn n t . The victim 
of a ga ng of crimin als, it was entir ely due to Tink er that th e 
y oung dancer was r est ored t oe better life. 

Regar ding th e Black Eagle, as f ar as I am aw~re f our st ori es 
in all complet ed the hist ory of this spl endid ch P.racter in U .J., 
al th uugh I do kn ow that ha mude sever a l appearances in the S .B. • 
The Black Eagle was an artist ond might have be en ~n honest 
low- abiding citizen if the circumstances of his life had been 
diff erent. But unf ortunately his imprisonment on Devil ' s 
Isl ond for a crime of which he was enti r ely innocent did much 
t o embitter end turn him int o an out l aw of Society. Though 
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he may heve n~ n a little different to 2~~e~ criminal 
characters dr a:ated by G.H. Teed, I still !CC)nsid er him worthy 
of a place 8XI\Ongst th e fam ous ones of tbe, 1t peri od . 

And they' WERE f nmoue, th ose great characters of the past, 
f a mous at least t o th o ar dent reader who f ollowe d their 
exploits we.ek ' after woek. Th eir like h aJ ~ever be en seen 
since, for !:JV.Ch excell enc e was typical oii/f,y ·of t ho se far off' 
days when Sext on Blok e 's Own Paper r nret y,, ·if ever, gave its 
re ad ers a bad story. · 

Ther e !µ"O mPny ol d che.ract ers of the past, and many o ld 
Teed. characters' A f ew ,,f which I hnve menti oned in this brief' 
srticle. ' If, h owev er, I have not s aid ;e s much as I might 
have about these fav curit es, I think I ha,v.~ , a t l east, given 
s ome i d e!l· how much I l cved them. 

EDITOR!S N<Yl'E You ar e not a lone in t his devo tion to 
o l d T'ee(l ch a r Qcters, Wilf. Th ey sti ·ll liv e in the 
memcrl,es of meey Md will do so f or niBJ'\Y yoars to come. 

-------- ' ------- ----- ·------------ ~- ---- -
' 

Next ~onth .ijLAKIANA will present:- · 1 

Rep :z:,ints in the Se con<l Sories . 
The siory of Dr. Satir a Port 7 
News of th e S ext on Blak e Club 

;, I 

bj- Willi am Co lc ombe. 
qy H. Maurice Bond . 
bl' H. Mauric e Bond . 
/ 

DON'T FORGEI't WE NEED ORIGINAL ARTICLES ,FOR "BLAKLl..liA". 
G.Err' THAT ' PEN IN HAND MID LEI' US HAVE THE 'i~ESULTS. 

~ l 
Com:irig Soon: - "I visit Bnker Stre e ~ ~Aga in" 

The St ory of ?~t~~ the Spider. 
Then and Now ~a n ew topical seri es) . 

--ooOoo-


