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crisp ll ttle biogr aphi es, of th e men who hsvc thrilled y<111 
way back t o Vict orian ~s, with t he ir pen-names wher e they 
used them, and wbere pos si bl e sp ec imens of th eir hwldwri.ting 
end photogrophs •. Should the r e be ony particular auth or you 
are interested in, s end bi s name al ong and we will do our best 
-to:"-includ e , and, of cours e , i f you can supply acy inform ation 
we shall be very pl ea sed to hav e it. 

Still anoth er fea ture will be a list of the "Libraries " , 
-tbos ~ published t wo or more e.t a ti.mo, lik e th e Boys ' Friend, 
Sexton Blak e, Di ck Turpin, Nugget, and ·so on. ' Thi s will b e 
on the lin es of t he Weeklies published last year. 

_Numerous oth er arti cl es are taking shape, but of these 
more l at er, Our slogan's going to b e "Batter than Last Year". 

_:And with t his issu e you 1lill be getting the order f orm. 
~.e "8-N hoping th eae will be returned fl.S promptly as possibl e , 
f«r it is imperativ e we sh ould know Just how ~ copies to . 
order. Things won:ed out splendidly lsst y osr, for only one 
copy was l eft over and tbM will pro bably go . 

Well, more news next month. 

Those Errors 

At t he Jun e mee-ti.ng of the London members we were gently 
chided about th e errors whi ch have e habit of cropping up in 
the C, D. Well, y es, we pl ead guilty; t hey do .occur, but 
then, how often csn you pi ck up a dai ly p ape r wi tho ut f~ 
some, de spite the fact t hat t hey ha ve "re aders" whose f ull 
tim e j ob it is t o sp ot th em befo r e t he paper goe s t o be d"'l 

Now, 88 you al l lmow, producing th e C ,D. is by no means 
a full time j ob. Quit e th e contrary. It has t o b e prepared 
in odd moments aa opportunity of f ers. Jlost of th e errors 
are due, I em afr aid, t o 'IIIY handwriting, never too clear at 
BZI¥ time , .And quite often I hav e t o prepare cop7 with one 
hand, whilst pushing plqgs into a awi tch bo ard at t he rate of six 
a mi.mlt e wit h th e other, framing e sent enc e about Bunter one 
moment, passing "Whitehall 2}2}", "Belfast }80ll"the next. 

Then, later, mqb e scribbling a no te on top of o bus, aa 
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some thoU8flt occurs to me. 

Howe.er, you probably have heard of the plea of the 
servant girl who had e baby 11ben sh e shouldn 't; "Pl eos e , it 
was only a little one . " I can oniy IIIBke the same defence 
about ~ errors. I think there waa only one though which 
might hsvo got me into trouble. That waa when I was made to 
call our youngest member a "ch eeky" schoolboy , whereas I had 
written "oho e:cy". However , I humbly apol ogised end was 
forgiven . 

Still , despite all our di fficulties, we have never 
failed to ge t t he mag. out once a month , end that is something 
of en achie vement in those days , I can ass ure you. 
Miss ing Pages 

We have rece i v od one or two complain t s lately of papers 
being bought with the four centr e pagos missing. It is not 
sugges t ed this was done intent io nally, for tb9se l oose secti 
in papers lik e t he Uagnet had El habit of getti.ng separa t ed . 
But you know how exasp erating i.) is when one secures some 
much wantod number to find it ien I t comple te. So please 
just giv e your copi es a l ook-o· .rer before parting with them, 
and avoid disappointing someone you were : probably SllXious to 
pl ease . 

Coll ectors Meet 

Vie who li ve in th e provinces have not. the O'ppOrtuni.ties 
of getting together like those who live in London to,rn , yet 
we do manage t o clasp hands occasional ly. For instanc ~, 
Jack Cook of Newca stle came down t o Yorkshire recently and 
met quit e a number of his fell ow men. He tells you all obout 
it in anothe r pag e . 

Then Bi ll Colc ombe has spent severa l day-a with 11\7' co­
edito r, 88 no doubt the latt er will be telling ;you al.s o. I 
bad th e pleasure a£ a. few words with 13111 on tbe 'phone , end 
it didn 't need telev:j.sion t o realise he wee enjo ying himself. 
I knew bis face wsa beamizlg ,even if I couldn't see it. 

And tsJJdng a£ the 'ph one , by its aid I know quite a 
l ot of the members of the clan, even th ough we have n.ever met. 
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Among th em Len Allen , Frank Snell, Bernard Prime, Jack Corbett . 
Roge r Jenki.n s , :Bob White r , John Gocher, Colin Dain es , 
Bill Martin, Fr ank Pe tterg ell, Arthur Harris, J ohn Robyns, 
Jin!IQ' Hunter, and Dick Bawden . Anyone hearing us chat tlng 
wouldn't believ e we have nover s oen eac h ot her, suc h l s the 
f ri ondlin ess th e b est of al l hc>bbies i~ires. . Nevert heless, 
t ha t we E!!!l meet in th e fl esh s omedny is . th e wish of 

YOU1'1S s incer elT, 
./ A 1 :J ~ , ~ 1;. . .J..,7..:.-______ 

P . 5 . Any more of you avail.abl e by 'phon e? If so , haw 
about s ending alo ng your 'p hone number? 

j WliliTED F.arly I ssue s of Gem, Magnet, Pluck, Dre!ldnougb t. 
A f ew Magnet s and Gems fo r disp os al, and Red-c over ed Magnet s 

. f or Exch8J'l89 only. Eric F~e , 2} Grove Road , Surbiton , 
Surrey. 

WAlfi'ED Aldin e Publ i.ceti ons, Dick Turpins , Claade Duvals , ot c . 
E . R. Landy, 4 Nuneaton Road, Degeuhom, Essex . 

WANTED "Populars" 1924 Md 1925 years only. Odd numbers or 
runs welc omed. Good condi t i on pl ease. L. P!lekman, 
27 Arch dal e Road , East Dulm.ch, London, S .E .22 . 

"\'/ANTED Most Urg1mtly, 81)3' "magnets" betw een 1922 and 1928. 
Have later editions fo r exchange. J. Corb ett, 49 Glyn Ferm Ro , 
Quinton, Bi?minghsm , }2. 

ROR s;:.T.E ANT> !ANTED l(sgn et s , Gess, Popularst Union-Jacks, 
Belson- Loes, Sexton-Blakes, Marvels , Bul.lsey es , Surpr is es, 
Tru e 13lue , Nuggets , Thrill ers, Plucka, :Buffal o Bills, Dick 
Turpins, Schoolb oys-Owns, Boys ' -Friend, Hotspurs, Boys• Cinema, 
Beys• Realm, Footbal l and Sports Library, Robin Hoods, Greyfri 
Heralds, Holiday Annuals, Monsters, etc. .ill enquiri es: 
Bill Martin, 9} Hills i de , St onebrid&e Park, London 11.'\'l.l O, 
Telephone Willesden 4474. 
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CoUecting pap~ seems to have run in our faiftily' ,, for w 
, granWl!Other hnd a ·st'llck o:r P~h ¥~ines, I 'lrell ~~~­
~ Mother :follo• sui .t and I re~l" iher pile ot old ladies' 

. , journals m th their quaint dre ;sses of the early Victo~an ~ 
· very vividly. So it was a naWral $equenoe •that I s®ldd 

follow collecting some type of paper end so keep up the faml.ly'­
tradition. 

Hc.w this came about, and ill9td\<ntally lltY' first introductio1 
to boys' papors, was the , result of go~ one day for the meat, 
and finding 8ID<>ng its wr'tl,pp~ 11 copy of ''The Jester am1. W~eJ • • 
ThQ.t paper henceatter beosme. my: fav.ounte .and in a few neks~ 
time (~.:17, Mey 2nd, 190j) · I :t'Ciimd myself 1,1aytng j;ne ~:ea. · 
every W69k. 

Another ravoUl"ite was "T~ , Col.ou;rad Comic" with tho well 
remembered Aunt Tozer as its "f~t _p~~ :c~8Qte~. I also tool 
"Coin:.Le Cµts" end ''Bj,g 13)1dget" irregulai'Ji. i'he . latter !leemed 
to be sold out most •of tho time, hQW.:evor, _I 4!,dn't s ave an:::, of 
th e se • 

. In 1904 "Puck' '. st~eq. Elild I kqpt . these for q'li:i te a tillufr 
and also "LQt..o-,.Fun" which :was started in 19Q.6, b~t " ~ i9l,9 
I destroyed oopi'!S of ~:th, ~ping only ·su: cop4..a.s of the £1tsl 
numbers of the fonner, , end No 's l e.nd 2 of the latter. 

Still, however, I 'tgok the "Jest er" Slid. "Wonder" in right 
up to 1921 ·fllld. kapt thOi:l. Somehow I never I,iked de13t~ 
th em, and when Joseph Parks issued his iicullectorti Miscellany'' 

' r.ound 1~21 and mentioned _'these olli; t~ i>.Btieril, l ~ee;en ~o ~ 
of maldng :a c. olleo .tion of them. 1J(y "Jef!ters•• ·, '1tl!ch, tH~oueh' ~ 
they lack sey.~1'81 JiUmbertJ" lie;:,e and tb.erei ~ . ~pis ~ ~ e~· : , 
and I lsented ~ deeuoyi.Eg ,:tbe others ,~, Then t etlCJsUi r¥ t\~ 
"Big B1,1dget•", .. t Without resiilt, but I did: s~e, in 1-925, 
:the. first f'ive vtil,umes of. .,Comic cuts" end ~ ·euls". And 
t,h~ then -w.q .~ ~oiig., long, l$piflJ ihtp ailende '.lliltil 1942,. wh~ 
to m:, ~t · joy, 1'r. · Bl.oh sold me. ¢optes 9.f ''The J.es,~ 8l)il 
iim4.~ · of :th• pm..Qd •1'1ien I f1rlt took it ·in and also prior~ 
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I shall e v er be grat eful to hill' 
and th e Buns ey Boys w~r e gro ut 
da ys in t his paper . 

.>r t hose copies . HappJ Ike 
,vo11ri tes of min e in tho ;,1. 

S i.n ee I hove b e:cn ab l e to btain a fe w volum e s of tl w 
c lusivu " Big Bucleet" which I h . ·e b ee n tryitt g to get hold of 
for y, ; a:rs . fluppy llooli. gan :md · 1oo iey Gus vier •, c hu rac te rs i: 1 
t h is I r c v oll ed in . I have a. :o gu t ho r ed ocld copi N1 or mos t 
o f th e c,t.! ,er c ,)~ i.cll . ''Chip r," wi. J, its l 1!v ,•::..Lti·111,, ' l11•1ry 1",i l li r; I 
and Tir e d Tim, "Halfp e:nny r•o1'\i c ·· , " Larks " , "C,1:"i ..: ilom.., Journ a l", 
"Fu!Ul "'Tonn " "" ·•?. .·-·. s Comic" and "£lutL1c_;·f'l ;f" rn1·l c-r. ::<:?nt l y i 
cop ::.~s o f t-;,o hi t !t0rt ._, ''UJ1knovms" to me ·uorc, ::Jd , ·.J !.o ,,:; j 
c.vllection: '' Dnn Lei1 0 'E Comi c " and "lzy Funeybo n e ". I 

To-da,y my co 11 ... c tio n co nt u i.ns no fewer tl10n 1 , 700 comi c 
pop or fl o f t he: pt rio d 1890 t o 1914 anil the co ll • .. c t i116 OL thvm 
h o 13 f ound m,:, so m"1 vvr iu t .,i .. .; LL15 J'.r l ,:uc!;; i.n fi01'1Jo r L Lock ,mt,y , 
J v :..c:. l! ~·i,n· af t, Ha1Ty Dowler an d 1.i'i l li r>m H. Gande r l.o whu;i; I owe 
mu c h grotH ,nlu 1\ , r 1, l.d.1 v l uo b h, h;::;l p •nd dot o . 

(Not e,: On our co v e r we re pro duce t he fr on t p .'ig~ of No.1 o f I 
"D::m Leno ' s Gornie Journ al" t ~ke:n from o co py of "Tho Big Buw;,et"i· 

1 Thi s fi rst numl,or a pp c :lr ed r'vh "w~r y 26, 109!3, 0 n pink p:ip<H· , I 
pric e { d , l :it cr inc r, ,e oed f;o a p0mw . .Jud1:,:ini; l:ty th e n~1U c c s 
whi ch opp cm-ed in the J:j. B. :! t .,vid, ,11tlJ r r·n so i;i..i ,;co d :.;0ri :.-l s I 
by Si dn ey Dr .. w, li ·=m"Y l•'·1rm,,r , Cl r.ric--. 1 00 k nn d ot,he:r s . Y.:t it ' 
only r nn P.bout tw o y t)nrs . Mr . Fr1rris pos s csnc, ;:: n copy of llo.1,l 
the onl .Y c opy of the pnp,,r wi.; know to exist . - H. L. ) , 

,__ ___________ --- -- - . 

Lett ers 

De ar Mr . Leck enby, 

Lik o This Puts ff .,,w Life Into Us l 
14t h .July , 1948 

Va ry many thnnks fo r your l e tt er, to \'/hi.ch 
sorry n ot to have r ep li ed bef ore this owing to con.sid.n-a bl e 
pressure of work in g et ting the two new books f orwa rd. 

I r·' 
I As reqU1,sted , I have much pleasure in e nclosing n number of 

,irdo r fo rms which I h op e will be us eful to your r eade rs. 
I ha v e seen several c opi e s of the COLLECTORS' DIC:.1:>'T, which 
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is an J dmirabl e magazin e , nnd I have intend ed long bef or e this i 
to subsc rib e t o it . '7.:iuld yo1.. please l et me know how many b:.1e 
numbers are av,iiln b l o so th1;1t I c:m send you ';l r cmi ttance f or 
t hem and a forward subscript i on . I have been int ~r ~stP.d to no 
t he r e~crk ebl e nows s ervic e conc erning all deve lopmunt s in j 
r espect to Fr;mk Rich erd s ' ef f ort s . / 

I do not know if you h,·we hellrd,h owcver , th nt R.J .Mr·cdonaldl 
was se r i ously i ll f ol l owing an accid ent in hi s garden in th e ! 
Spring :md thi s has m&ruit t hat publication of BILLY BUNTER I S I 
BAMKNOTE nnd BILLY BUNTE!'!'$ 13ARRING-OUT h1.s.a been dela yed t o som:I 
ext ent. Howr:ver, all th~ illu str n t ions hnve now been compl et ed\ 
an d th e work i s g0 ing fo rward w1c:ll so that the books should be 

_publish ed in Sept (;mb~r with rm;y lu ck . i 
Yours since r ely, 

1 CHARLES SKIL'POM LTD. 
Charl es Skil ton . I 

l 
! 
I 

Fr ank llich ard a Rec~ls th e Old Days 
J uly 15th, 1948. 

Dear li~r bert Lecktnby , 
Many tb a"lics f or your l etter with the C.D. \ 

Ther e i s an articl e, in it by R .A .H .Gc,oilyonr whi ch woke up a l ot • 
l f old memcri es . Appar ently wc w~r e r eocli ng th e seme old papers 
r t the sone ol d timo t It i s quite tr~ e , ~sh~ r eoarks, th at th 
y oung r eade r coul d l earn fl l ot of hist ory from t he old hist oric a 
st ori os . Some ,,f th ~s u v1C:re vrJry well writ t en, t oo . No doubt 
s, ,me of it w.-is a littlo fan tastic , as ho snya: but eve n s c, good 
an outh or es Scvt t is hardly t o be trust ed in hist orical uet nil s l 

t one h:::d to separ &te t he wheat froc the chaf f . I used t o lik e 
wri t in .; hi s t or i cal st ori li:s in my young dPys . Some of t hes e we.re 
publish ed in th e 'nin eties : t luJugh g<.ocln ess knows whot has beco e 
of t hem sin ce . I th .ink I told you r.bout one , which was publlsh e 
by St evens . in th e Strand , I beli eve about 1697: a sto ry o~ 
Fr anco in the six t &enth c entury . 

I (;llll jus t now concent r a t ing icy- powerful intellect on t he 
cross-w ord puzzl e , which oeems t o me v er:r ing enious. 

R0neld Bunt er ' s lett er is very inter esting . Luck;y man to 
be r olling down to Ri ot 
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I encl ose the copy of "Billy Bunter• s Birthday Present" 
in Braille. It looks s puzzle, doesn•t it? 

The Eldi tor, 

Sir• 

With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 

hank Richards. 

There's s Living Nelson Lee! 

62, Queen's Gardens, 
Bey-swater, W.2. 

17/7/46. 

Ten yesrs ago, when I was about to become a father, I hit 
upon an idea for immorta lising Nelson Lee . 

At that time the N.L.L. had ceased publication, although 
the adventures of the St. Franb3 juniors continued to run in the 
"Scho olboys• Own Library". But for me the Nelso n Lee was 
"alive" as ever and in conjunction with 11\Y wife -we decided to 
ce.11 our first - Nelson Lee. 

I sent Mr. Edwy Seerl<ls Brooks e phot o when he was a few 
m~1nths old and was th anked and congratulated. 

Now Nelson Lee Cook is 10 y ears of age , and whil e he cannot 
read a:ny further activities of his name sake, he finds solace 
in the two monthly Sexton Blakes , Whether he will rise to such 
heights Lee attained in the Ii t er ature realms, I cann ot f ores ee , 
but he shows great pr omise as a leader. 

Yours e tc. 
James W. Cook. 

WANTED: Odd Adventure Books, Boys• Friend 3d. and 4d, 
Henderson's Al dines, eto . Exchanges. 

Advertise in the Annulll, 2d. word 
Name and Address Free. 

Have fou Returned the Questionnaire Yet? 
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Once again TOM ARJ',UTAGE con tributes ll short but extre mely 
fascin a ting articl e . This tim e he t el ls us about his 

PURPLE PERIODS 

I aJ.ways maintain that 1920 was icy pa.rticular favourite 
y ea r in boys ' ficti on. Most coll actors hP.ve th eir own "Golden 
Age" ond "Purpl e PE:oriods" ranging fr ;,m th e ol d tim er s who swear 
by "Bi g Budget" "Boys Her a ld" end th e Aldin es , to the f a irly 
newcom1:rs who lik e the later typ e such as "De toctiv e Wee kly", 
"Rcver", "Wi za.rd" <Jt c . and th e very groat number in between who' 
fin d th e ir 1.;-rea t est int eres t in "The Magnet", "The Gem", "The 
Boy 's Fri ,md " and "Sext on Blake Library" e tc . So of cours e, 
each has his ovm sp cciaJ. liki11€ nnd prob ab ly his _f avourite year 
,l.nd sv , as rllin0 is 1920 per hops I might be r ais ing some po ints 
of interE:os t by s t a t i ng some of icy r easo= f or tha t year a.nd als 
t o r s ca ll what vms t hen to be had by youthful r eaders of 
Sch oolb oy anu ,, t hcr fiction. Well, wo wer e (inly two y ea rs aft 
th o firs t Wl)rl d 'ifar but what a diff er en ce t o now. Even the 
Sun sh on;:: bri gh tly , or sc: I th cught . The shops vmro pretty 
full cf a t.{rca t number of it ems and as for r ead ing, well one 
couldn't go wron g . Besi des t he old di ... -haxds such as "Th,3 Boy 
Fr icmrJ" th f;r e wer e cmmtl ess ot.her books . "Pi ctur e Show'', 
"Ci :1emn Chf:lt", "Pi ctur egoe r", "Buf fal o Bill", Dick Turpin", 
Robin H,,od", "Nick Cart er", "Dix on Hffi'lke", "Dix on Bre tt", 
"Tubby Haig ", "Pe t er Flin t" nnd Pirat e st ori f:s. Als n th ere 
wer e t he ever incr e asin g nuobe r of magozin c;s . Red , Yell ow, Blu, 
Viol e t, Gr ee n, Royal, Novel, Gran d·, New, Ct' rmir, e tc. otc. The!' 
th <.: r ange of 2/- nc,vels, Tarzan e tc. nnd th e Zene Greys ~d 
B . ii . !lower wes t erns, not f or getting the vli d.c r a1ige of Comics , 
c1,l ours and oth erwis e . In our par t icu l ar fi el u th ere wer e th e , 
"Boys Fr i end " , "Magne t", "Gem" , "Popul ar", "Union J ack", "Marvel", 
"Boys Realra", "Doys Cinema", "Beiys Her ald" , "Nelson Lee ", "Young ·t' 
Britain", "Boys ':"{eekly" and many oth er s . Also the "Boy• s Fr ien 
Libr ary", "Sext on Blake Library" , "Boys Own", ''Nugge ts", 
"Prairie", "Robin Hood", "Dete ctive", "U oyds adventure " , Schoo+ 
and Det ectiv e . Also "Tr ea sur o Trove" and "Buffal o Bill" nove l lf. 
One could buy several each day and each differ en t. Yes , I thinJt 
1920 was a truly "Golden Yec.r" , espec i nlly the summer turn- out ·1 

of ~.11 the various publications. Just as a s oapl c , let us s ee 
what c ert ain famous Boys' weekli es put out during th e peri od -

'----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--''--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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June 7th to August 28th, 1920. Starting off with the "Magnet", 
here are the stories. "Billy Bunter's Speculation" - "Bunter 
the Farmer'' - "The Greyfriars Minstrels" - "Fun in the Fifth" -
"The Remove•s Recruit" - "Her Brother's Honour'' - "ChUl!llling wit 
Loder" - "A Third Form leystery" - "Bunter's Bluff" - "Bunter's 
Baby" - ''The Schoolboy Artist" and "A Bid for the Captaincy". 
Now the "Gem" - same period: - "At Figgins Expense" - "Talbot• s 
Find" - "The TUck Dopers" - "Australia to the Rescue" - ''Dick 
Brook's Trial" - "Troubled Waters" - "The Final Reckoning" -
"Grundy's Great Raid" - "Th e St. Jim's Overall Club" - "The 
Tyrant Tamers" - "Beaten Hollow", and "All Through Baggy". 

The "lfolson LeeLi.brary" (same period again):-
"Th e Split in Study D" - "Th e Spy of St. Franks" - "The Claws 
of tho Count" - "Lord Dorrimore•s Quest" - "Bound for Brazil" -
"The River of Wonders" - "The Dream City" - "The White Giants" -
"The Modern El Dorado" - "Abandoned Amongst the Anzacs" - "The 
Trsitor Xing" - "The Battle of the Gt.ants" - "Th e Lak e of Gold". 

The "Magnet" and "Gem" were still 1n their wbi te and blue 
jackets and the "Nelso n Lee" in its usual Red, Whit e and Blue. 
All were then only 1-id. eac h. Other items I r eca ll ar e "The 
Nugget 3d Library" film story "Square Deal Sanderson" and the 
"Boys Friend Library", "The Circus King", also the Sexton Blake 
Library "The Case of the Cinema Star''. The "Union Jack" was at 
this time still in its pint covers and carryi.ng good detective 
yarns such as "Dirk: Dolland' s Dilemma" - "The Shadow'' and "The 
Island of Death", whilst in other papers were stories of Frenk 
Richards' Schoolboys. Very readable yo.ms of the scho ol in th e 
backwoods Cedar Creek. In these stories Charles Hamil ton wrot e 
under bi.s Martin Clifford pseudonym, an imaginative and popular 
seri es of bis other self Frank Richerds. There have been many 
reprints of these st ories and possibly feeling a bit solf con­
scious Mr. Hamil ton rather prudently kept "Frank" from bec oming 
too prominent and not at all like his most famous creation 
Harry Wharton. Bob Lawless did most of the reckless stunts and 
veme Beauclerc the heroic ones, which was, I thought, just as 
it should be. 

As for th e reat, well, the summer numbers o! the Comics 
Ice Cream, Cricket, ''Teddy Tail" in the ''Daily Mail" and dalight 
saving time. Yes, a pretty good year. What do the other 
fellows Sar! Which was TBEIR golden year? 
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THE OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

by Robert Whiter 

The !;~t est get-togeth er of the London Old Boys ' Book Club 
was he ld at "Cherry Place", 70E- Lordship Lane , Wood Groen, N. 22 
on Sundey July 4th at 4 o ' clock p .m., and wes D .:,TC at success • 
.Min e hosts were NII'. and Mrs. Robert 11. Vfni t er , whilst 
Air. Ecnj nm:in Whit er , br o ther of the aforesaid did sterling 
work fl S as sistont hoo t . In spit e of inclement weath er, the 
111,:,eting sh owed a very i;OOd atte-n danc e ancl in cluded :-
Mr. J ohn ltobyns of Bri ~hton , Mr. and Mra. Len l-'!ickme.n accom­
pani ed by th e ir young daughte r El een cr, already a s t allllch 
chempi on of th e Magnet, r.fr. and Mrs. Frank Keeling, Mr. Bob 
Blyth e, Mr . Goa l , Mr . Mc•V-Jn lfaswiaill, Mr . John Hermm, 
Mr. MEturic e Hall, Mr. Hol gat e en d Mr . Bro oks, the latter a 
n -.;;-wcomer to t b1c1 club. 

i\!r . Ruber t ':,'hit or act ed :::s chairman and r o::ad out l e tt ers 
fr<.im m~mbors unable t o com~, t o open th e m~eting . 

Points th~n discussed wor e :-

Mr . Bob Blyth e '::; ndvcrt. in th e Exc hang e & Me.rt t o inform 
non-mt)lllb,i:r S abo ut t he club end its nctiviti e s . This was 
rec e i ved with much opprovD.l. by all pr e sent . 

Price Con trol: All ugrued th ~t the t abl e o f prices should 
be 1:iore wid e ly advert i sed 1u1d th a t no member should pey the 
f !lll.t a st ic pric es a skud f or by some of th e coll ectors e.nd deal t:!r 
It was furt he r ~ -rc uJ, however, th at a s long es th o pric e a sk ed 
f or was a r ound t l i.~ pric e in th e t abl e , such as .'J. ma tt e r of 
coppers in differ enc e , t his was t o be: acc ept ed. It ,rns the 
t hre e shi l lin g or four shil ling per copy gentleman th a t th e 
club wer e out to kill. 

The next meet:in,; was th en discussed, !!nd August be in g e j 
Bank holiday 1110ntb it was agreed by all to canc e l snme and accep t 
Mr. J ohn Robyn ' s kind invit ation to hold the next mee ting a t I 
his house in Brighton on Sundey September 5th, Mr. Len Packman 
Bf;T eeing t o find out de t ails of the train s e rvice so that all. 
members could meet at Victoria and m.:lke the j ourney together. 

iJ. writt en quiz was then conducted consisting of a set of 
nin e questions on th e Magnet, nine on the Gem, nine on the 
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Nelson Lee Libraq and nine miscellaneous. This gave all 
collectors an equal chance. When the results were announced, 
Mr. Maurice Hall came first with 47 points, Mr. Packman second 
with 42 points, and Mr. John Herman third with ~8 points. Our 
two camera friends then got bUST and prepared the room for an 
indoor photo, llr. Hall having brought two flood lamps with him 
besides his c11111era. A nice group was arranged with the ladies 
sitting in front and the €entlemen standing behind, Mr. Hall 
and Kr. Robyns both taking several shots. It is hoped that 
good results will acrue therefl'om. 

Neit on the bill came the laughter session, each member 
took a folded paper from a hat and retired into the next room 
where he was given any- instructions needed, also any- s.rtioles to 
help. He then re-entered the r oom with all members present, wh 
had to gu e ss whst character he -was depioti.ngl It was a great 
successl 

To wind up, Ben and Bob Whiter gave a perfo:rmance of 
Bunter and Jolum,y Bull with his concertina - Bunter burning 
the instrument on the fire (see the story "Wh\in B. Bunter 
forgot"). 

Members brought thelr own rations and tcgether with cups 
of tea provided,a good time was had by all. The meeting 
gradually broke up, Robby and Mr. Gaal being the first to leave, 
owing to the former' s long journey back to Brighton! 

Thus ended a Ter,y enjoyable meeting. 

--oOo--

THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF THE .AMA.WAMATED PRESS 

June, famous for its roses and sunny weather, has another 
claim to fame amongst the collectors of old boys• story papers. 
June 1888 saw a new weekly topical paper first published and the 
name was "Answers" and the firm who published same was the 
"Amalgamated Press". A new venture and a success:f'u1 one, 118 th 
A.P. has now reached ite 6oth milestone. Before th.: paper 
shortage it published considerably more than the present "family" 
of 16 weekly papers, 12 fortnightlies, 14 monthlies, 10 fashion 
and kn1 tting periodicals and 14 anrn1sJ s. Alas, among the latte 
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.:re not numb1:;roo. several papers us boys and old boys enjoy ed , 
only o few of th e morel modern ones survived. Gone ore th e 
Magnet and Gem, Boys' Fri end and Nelson Lee Library victims of 
th•:; pap er shortage . However, from tha t Jwie day 1868, when 
"Ansvrers" first saw the li gh t of day , the A.P . has given boys o 
al l ages some very happy a."ld carefree reading matter, When 
cne t hinks of th e long list of boys' periodica.ls,am ongst which 
ar Ei the "lil3gnet", "Gem", "Boys ' Fri end" , "Boys ' Healm " "Marvel" 
"Ne lson Lee an:l Sext on Blak e l i brari es and th (;/ numerous gi rls' 
pape rs wr,ic h •.1er e turned out fo r sc, many yea;rs by th'" firm at 
Fl •~ct wey Hous e in the cit.Y of I..ondon, one cannot hulp but t hink 
(,f the qu ot at i on us ed in th 0 "Childr en's Newspape r" , viz. 
"Above t ho wet er s of th e ancicmt riv er Fl eet , th o cr adle of' 
t h" j ourn ali sm 1,;f th e world" . and sin cer e ly hope tha.t t he A.P . 
will co11tinu 0 t v flo uri sh , So I know th a.t a ll ol tl st ory 
poper coll ect or s vrill j<>i n in with m1J in t endc,rlng our hoarty 
ccngro t ulations t1> tho A.P , on the occasi on of th e ir 
Di em.end Jub il ee . 

Benj emin G • Vlhi t or. 

NOHTHERl~ TOUR 
By Jac k C ,ok. 

I ' ve: j ust sp ent an 0xci ting twelv e rlnys' t ouring Yorksh ir e !­
fi r s t, vu1· i; ,ud f r iend nnd foll ow c0ll uct cr, Mr . Cli v o Simps on I 
... r Knar osb cr o ,wa.s ki ntl enoug h t. , ha v ,:: mo f or A we;e k, From 
viewing Cl iv ,~• s r aally fin e cull oc tion I t r avell ed to Ycrk and I 
me:t our wort hy Ed , We sew Yor k, t alk ed shop , made a f ,;;w swops 1 
ond hed a dar n ~0 ~d t ime . 

From York I sp ed coastwa rd t o Flamboro and almost lost an 
ol d i d , Magnet on the bust Later in t he week I went t o Lee ds 
and contac t ed f e l l ow collectors Reg Hudson and T ern Sinclair. 
Mor e swops t cok place, gr ea t en thusiaso shown by bot h coll ect or , 
ll.lso t heir young sons t 

Lat o Sat . ni ght found me sp ee ding t owards G~ole with no 
f ewer th an 27 Gums (s ome of the ol d~ . and ld, Nos .) , four 
Magnet s , thr ee l ees, one Dot , Wee kly, one Sparshott, and one 
very old ld, Pluck , l\ly tour was a grand success - now you 
Northern blokes, how about forming a Northern Brroich? 



If wo met once or twice a year, say in either Leeds or York, 
it would help us to keep t og ether, to swop, to talk about the 
Hobby. 

Enthusiasm is the keynote to success in any Hobby -
I saw pr ,1ofs of this year's c oming Annual, enough to make 
e:n.y enthusiast co\Dlt the days till Christmas. 

Cheerio blokes, 

JACK COOK. 

REVIER OF THE "MODERN BOY" 

Much has bee n said of the "Magne t" , "Gem" And "Sext on 
BlakeLib.", but so far, nothing of a book that is not so 
remote from th e above as s ome would think . 

Th e Modem Boy had stories to suit all tastes, mostly 
written by som~ of the f oremo st wri. ters, :uicluding 

He wrote during its r eign of ten y ears, mainly abou t 
"Ken King Of The Islands" ,who appeared for a brief mome::it, 
in the s outh sea island · series that ran in Magnets Nos. 
1589-1596. 

Als o t o app ear in the M.B. were three S<:!ries featuring 
Len Lex, the Schoolboy Detective, which wer e reis sue d in 
s.O.L's Nos. 353 and 371. 

.Anoth er of Chas . Hamil ton's characters , t o grac e the pages 
of the M.B., was the Rio Kid, written under the pen-n arao of 
Ralph RedW!!l, It is interesting to note that th o Rio Kid 
popp ed up in the Wild West Yarns, (Magnets 1573-1562) and 
played a fairly l arge part in th o last thr ee or four numbers. 

So much for the Hamilton Section, but bef ore cl osing it, 
I would like to say that a serie s of "Told In The Tuckshop" 
tales, that began in the M.B., were reissu ed in the S.O.L, 
A number of these stories, not all, were reissued in S.O.L. 398. 

Other writers of not e were W. E. Johns, writer of th e 
fam ous "Biggles" ye.ms, Alfred Edgar, able to write arr:, kind 



g! · 7Siffl• ~ Se.ie.no.e Fie:'ff(in : \o ,li:>tor Cs.r Roch,g • 

1 . .. w_e: ~ -~ -to ~ R'ol>~,. who vu ~ible for 
tl¥lt d~ ad,ren'turer Captain Justice ., who mode ~8 t,ow, 
· a .croild ·:at , · in' '-~a : . in dri'al · 11 · "-0 ' t .. ~'- · J. · · · ce • • ~ ,. .. . , .. • .. -i1 ,. . ,. . . ~ ~ ap. - .~u 

• • : llfodeni .Pirate!' wbieh appeeed · m ,K.;B·. 146~ Re-qui~ 
.-4 .... d . f . ., .. · . .-.11 a few ...,,,ft,, .. l.at .. ·. a .• s."""'al at .a::r'Wd -. .. -~· -- ... ...._ . q, . . ,...... . . .. 

• 

• 

eritl~:ied' "T.be )!e~ oJ Capt~ Justice"_. 

it wu.,not,. ~, i.m'til Prefee .adr -Fl~l joined 
the littl~ )and .of.~ :, an4 addEld,hte ·eqlwi-tUio 
Jll8ff8_ls . to the 111111>;1 fights between-:J:wstioe, and inv.ent .ions 
bfil~ 'b)'· evi,l ~-, ~ .~ ~.•:en.al -i,il l,JQcle~ ~ 491 
"'the Lost of London", to 508 NPoat of Sinister Secrets:!'~ 

' that ~ ~oberts .hail to. m~• a Y'~ nit~ly ~ ..... ~t• J•ti.ce:. ·waa Qri~ -~ chsnct,~r, ~ <l:ia&ppe~ 
when tb..t, ,_. 1>.rolapt . the ·ndiff.,_..;toJ:'T paper. to a ·arid '.Qiid· • 

--oao- · --

FOR ~Ii$: 
)fAgn~ti, 1925-1959. Seed. WMtis. 

W. OolQ.oml,e, 
25~ , Sor:itl_l Avenue , 
S.ou.'thend. · 

•~r ;ut . ot:r till to..mo-rro.w, th$ Sub you oon 
send 'to..a.Bf·· 
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5'1'.§El!Jl'S mP lmi:>ImS ~ 
1*Y" B.~rlxlr.t .Lo¢kenby 

In a letter to me rocent'lg, , Mr. G~ear, that good 
:friend of oµr bobby cirqle, .said to me, 

••It just ooaµrs to me t~at an .~·tic],e op ~he York sho;is / 
which sold the mags_. you ley~ would have ·tl quairit in6rest, 
11181\Y p.erhap.s b~ i??, ~ton~Jlte, near. 'by 'Bootham Bar, and 
similar . histotlo ,qwn-ters ... .I , giut~s y:o:u 'mew them :all." 

-
So far as his , :J..ast sent~ce . is con~m.~, hqw right was 

he. I did know them ·all and to 'tell the truth I oft-ti!lies 
,r~der about the ancient streets cl6Se ~ the ~tatE1ly Jtiris.ter 
1n ~~ ~n1.ng, ·s dusk. I -p:~e by cert#n shops and picture 
·,t'1E!Jll as th~ used t.o. l;,e. !1:1, · ~ .,'llia.timi I put b~ above 
the -.na.owa the ~s that were- .c.;1Ce there, and fancy I can 
hear the jingle .of the hani:;oms ac.J. th!'J clippety-clop of the 
hQrses i hooves as thw pass al.Ollf" · cobbled streets. 

There was-., for instance, the, .shop of Peter Lawson, in 
narrow Pet,u•.gate. Peter_. a gaµnt, black-'be~~ man, tall 
and shsl,:by in appearance. He lived alone behind his shop , 
one with ~ large windows. If you had chanced to pa.es tp-at 
we:, spme fif~ years l!gO you wou!.d aimost cert ainly havo seen 
a line of boy:s - and . AAul1-s ~ wi.th their 1n.oses pres~!=l!l to 
the wind-OW1 gazing awost2'\,l,Ok·&t the p.ink pages of the 
"Police ~dget" - t,he "P_QUce News" strung right across one 
of the Windows, fro.nt pages~ back page .a, ,centre pages portr:;,-'..:;; 
the latest murders ·and other crimes of v,iolence. If they 
happened to bo murders Wi tp a "sex in tere st" depicting some 
buxom damsel sprmrled on her baclt, bespatt ered .with her life's 
blood, and with a. fril],y petticoat clispiavred coyly about her 
boot-tops, than the sp~tatora were ·lierore · th~ ·window the 
live-long dq. Yes, "Peter was a gooC,. ,dpdov dr&sser. 

I looked at the "Police Budget", of course, for I waa. 
j.ust ~ av.erage. bq.y, ~t · I ~ h~e!l~:1¥ ·..,. I ~ 111Qre 
interested in the p.apers more· sui t .t'lble to ·11\Y' age, and these 
,n;re disploied in profusion ~ the sloping boli.rd.s in the 
bottOlll' of the window - B.rette "Jack H~' s Schooldeys", 

• 
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~~ Dreadjisoaaght.", "J[ed limble- aaiang the llldiana", the 
;a. Plucd.t"; "Jla.ne;l"i th;e ga.tly c~ "ildjhe&"• the 
"Bo7&' ft,iend" tmd' t.be' reet ot ·the ·p8J>era wtllch gladdened the 
i.arill Of bop -. the oentvy wa ~ -~- · ' . . 

Jl-1~ ~~ $Gt to ~ 118 -,p.,: fo'F lll!l'V'',. ·tb.e JE!lq' 
1•~ paa•ecl .t,nr h1a «Nitter. The inside or the shop ~ 
~. ~ -.~ -•tiq, ~~ ·ai ·bt -(me -~e ~ j~t. 
·I wall ~' once~ how he lp;:ought Q!lt . f~ -i1e ~ sG!iaewhere 
about a dozen *1• "Bon' Prieadli" , . numbers t.b.en g.dte ·a fw 
yoais o1d · 8114 some . . I h8t!i never •• bQfore. I ~t "th• · 
quite · a find e-r~ . ~· fc;iw, t~ ;y~ a1, a ~O!DP:le*t ftll 
ot tb4t : ~e popular id. aariea baa wen ottered in the pages 
at th' "C.D."l 

0119 ~ the ~ reillaiDed oloeedJ and when later the 
door ~ - ~• PJ?•, B1801t l'eter ,,.. f<lq® bimgb,g f1'o!I( a 
lxlail, cir '98: it with Ma-~ ~t;? -Anywtq, he "88 . ~ 
u~~d~. · · 

ml the ~.Pott" ~· arid -~ "Poli.a. 8-" f111~ 
on in -~e ~ -~ tbeJ' -~ ~ ~. an,d the 'lli'&U'de 
ahown -~ for~. I • not .sun ~t• .t,Jle ~~ · 
eoene in P"~'a . ~ -was -- ~¢end ,:~ of " plliee b 
one or the later .Pfli898\ 

The &bop i.8 a-till a booksel ler• .a and nationerat -s, WI of 
· a ~re . di(P.1111.a ~· ~ ~ d:i:~ ~o·_shdllr in --~ 

wmd<1W9 the . "Police Bwlget'', "J.l<line Dick ~ina",and 
"Jack Hazkawtq •r:r SohOQl.~"' ~ ~ they C~d~ b\i1i l ott• 
see them there. :In l>SD11f aa' I pau that we,. 

Jot fez -. 1- the tii\f -8~ q11&1nt~ -nailed fblp~ 
'lho.p~ Gate, a nme e.blp8' aa· long _ as the et'ioee.t t:belt. 
Just at the oomer- 'tbere was once the littl.e shop kept by an 
$201~t -~ ~ lfiU .~-. ott-t .1-8 &ho -CO'll14 be •een 
trottilt,g ~oag \ii$ et~ nearb7 in ald-fuhioneci gab. a 
p.athetically -.U suppq of •the m~ ~n . under her ana.­
Coal~ Jhe r9 ,tlam to-cllr¥ -~ a lffie 1188• qb'e in new of 
the "llw ~ she 1'01lic1 1- CO'i:Udd*Hil quit"e a 1aq, ,or ~&sld.ont · 
11188 ~ edded to her me~ 1mme b,t llG.W ciC the ".u ·· · " 
JaPt eeeond~ ~•~• but tile -. OI.U*· ~ : th-, OSI!* Oil~. :In 
the -~ _1diMlo'lj -~ • aJ.1'98 : ,a 41apiq of gl08IQ' "Dick 
!rlq:p.,, "RObih.ll®lla 11, and Cl~ INvaia, lending a ·d})lu!J 1 

I 



at col.oUr to ~ ~ab little ,:treet. <;>b., th~ ''Al.dine" c~, 
how at~tive they were to the , devotee of the "p~ bloods••t 

Bmr ViU Lan!J)~rt ~ -a itltter "® -~ )U,bd ~ Sb~,-
po.or ·soul, sQB1etil!!~, ~ to !~9k ~tep t _b,e ~p , whU.$t the. .. 
other was on her rounds, and thereby mmgs a tale, one of which 
1 ain mt ._tly p~ud. H61'ever, one ~, t entei;'e.cl. the s®p, 
a penJ\V 1n · -iv 1110ist paliih Tlie blind ·stifter~ dr.'eeseci: in ru.s'ty: 
bla.clc, . ~atpd f'1'Qlll the livittg-' qtta.rt~ . and in ~-~~e to -~ 
reques-t for ·a· i•DJick Turpin., ~eel ~o .. a. shelf behind: the 
counter, pasi.l.ed her hailaS ·'-10~ thli?' tittle piles, and in somi,i 
unosm,y fashion f .ound . the right ones. I picked . out the fow; 
n~ numbers,. exaptined · esch one· cr1tgia11y, . an!l could _ not decide 
which of two to take. Jleanwbile 'tbe old laccy- .stood . patieutl.y . 
waiting, her · sightless eyes ~tari.ng over IIf:! head. Teiiiptation 
.came to .me; I ··thotight · '1She can't se, - she -.rou14't ~ow." 
I dropped the pennt into h!n' ,hanti smng, "I - I'll i .~e this 
one" • Then a voice inside me ·soemed to sq, "Rob ~ bl~ 
pan - Shame on you"• I hurriedly put . down 011e of the · 
cop:i.es ;, .and. made ..!;or . the doQi;o •with · s~let oh&j3ks. 

It -±8 :a- radii) shop now. ·t i'ancy I can hear the vo.ice 
of li 1;.t1e Jti:~s I,a\libert -s~ -fl'Ol!f the s~oWf(I: "nadio - what' 
thai?" '· -Dear old lady, I :have o:ften been glad I AAdn't rob 
you that dO¥.o Mey your soul be -r estµig iii peac ij . 

A. :few Y!l.'t'.ds -arnq in c_~1~:t:1JWite ~here stood th~ flll"QI> I 
knew ·best 'of-'all • . I pushed open the little door -and he~ the 
tinkl-e of the bell . evet::1_ ~i3k for ~ tlwl ~nirtY' years .• 
Iwitnesaea th e owner, Mrs. 'W!ilke:t:, advance from a. St()Ut, 
pleasant looldng person ' in her tbirti~~ t to. one with bent 
shouldera and ha!.r of snowy white ., .end when . .first . I became 
a. customer flhe wolll._d eye me d4-sapp~lj: throueh ~he window 
as I pulled Up outside with the . pram, contahdng the 1~1:1t 
m<D.®.~r of the f~. Ixl .a.;t',er 70831'8 .sht,l jl_p .ille ·d,raw ~ -with 
another pnm - . with rily own otfspriJlg · iJJsi:de. By that . t:ime, -
h~er~ we ~ be9_~e ~ :f~ends, ap4 : -She.. W®I.d; somet-ilnes 
.BB¥, wi>th,' a smU_e., ''You•ve be~ . com1n.g here a go~ . 1J18A1 7.ears, 
~, : bav'Eiri' t y:ou:'?" ., &11,d I wo'Qll-d r:ei>b'.t "I .have an• 811". 

Op, what a grand Sh<JP it; w,µJi e. mecca, · a ~et, t .~ the 
"blood hUJ?tin-"·. .Al.Wf\18 th.ere wer.e piles in the ·window a foot 
high; . the a,atf1 .ildines", Hendi ~on • s ''Wilil ,1.~pt", ~ -"Budget'' 



217 

Stcny Boolms jd. "Union J-"clat", "Pluob" an4 "XarYele" and 
late),' the ld. ~• x,e(l~~ "lltlPe"'-" and blue-tinted 
"G-." and the reat of the complete story' peper.8~ In the di.If' 
1lb8D I wa.s a }!rlnter• s apprentice I pulled the shop 11811T tiJlea 
a da.Y, onm when I shouldn't. One d,v I '1)0tted a pile of 
~e Bluee 11• Ins ,ido I ~t and foand that tbe,y were allloet 
all i:lulabere· I .hadn't seen befQl'9.. I boqght .a dosen. When. 
I gOt into ' t~ atn,et ~ I aas "1 bou :t.n the , diatflnCe. I 
hurriedly :r81iiaied the papers Ullder 1111 waiatooat. l(r .-player 
stopped to speak to h1a not very 1-wltriowt apprentice. I 
stood, IIIJ' ans aoroaa 1117 cheat, :re~ expeotug ~ 
moment the "True . lUuoa• woul.d slide . down fran their place ot 
oonoeeJ.ment to the pavement at av feet. However, the., 
:rem.ained hid4en, but onJ;y until he, with a k1~ 110d, had 
passed on and tu:zned a conae:r. 

Oil mother oooaaicn Jira. Yalbr had ~ a bage 
ti:'- of 14. ''Plucb" . d tu .....-. ... c mmben ...,..,_ ~ 'll>.IID . ...., .· . . en . ~Clft- . . . , •"'- .. 

aeveri!d 7ea:ra. I reduced -her stock 8Qll8Wbat. One "1J .1 .• , 
ahdllins mi exciting aoene on the pa-bag of a · balloon, parti­
cularly took 1111,Y' fancy. illo1lg 8Cl9& copies of the ._ papen 
I bought only a t.w weeks ago I f'OIIDl.l the 'fflr1 .- nor.r. 
I baven•t aeenit in all the forty ,esn bel.thfWI 

Bot long ago one of 1111 oolleotor Mends paid me a nsit. 
Ye t~ "abop" all the attemoon. then 1JeJ1t off in aeeroh 
of a •al. The oates ·were buq, wt at last we toa:nd one, 
an m2pre'liallliQW1 aorl of a place, . hilt where, .at leut, we wan 
able to a~ief~ the lnner.111$1; Whilst we were waittng for 
the aeal to be aened, I atOJ)ped talldng, - for the fi.rat ttme 
end, no dOllbt, DIIT f:riend wond8Nd q. Yell, the reaaon was 
'1111' thought nre ~ez.., in the p~. Jun by where w we:re 
aitt.ing I falicied I •• a 00\Dltff 1aden with "Pemv' dreadf'ula" 
on the window to rav 1..rt tnatead ot ea\abl.. I lie• IIOff ·piles 
of "bl.ooda" Gt yeater ·-,ear. l turned:-., head, . al.Jloet 
mcpectillg to aee a.. Walbr ~OM alq baa the beck la 
reaponae to · t~ Unkle of. the ahcp bell. for we 119ft "'4ed 
in the place I had entered ~ of tillee ta the years 
that were gone, ln queat of ,another ld.nd ot •di . 

I paue beton a booltaeller'a in Oll8 ot the uta •veeta. 
It'• a dil~eent idDCl of booubop1 Dfffl' ill its lone h1nc:.,-



have "bl oods" ~pea.red in ·~e wii¥lowi!I or on the c.ounters 
iJiS.td~ ., wuess you. include .. ~hUl!IS" .Annu.a,l anc.i the ~.9.P. 
among "blooos"-. · Neverth&lesi:tf that !!,hop has JIJemories for 
Die, and IIIY ~t t,:svel bac~ · through the . ye~. I . ~ ~t 
lef,t school laid - loo]µ;ng r<i'imd tor a jo :i;. One evenil'lg 
I ,an in: tha local evening p~er twc:> sdvertisementa tor 
er.r.anll boys, one by: s <fonfec·tloner, the other by. a bo~kseller:. 
Nat !f>e~ .. very' ambitious, I •e .up mt:llib.i4 to app,ty ~tlio.:it 
sqing anything to ·~ people. · Th~-i I" to ~self, ''13,pls _or 
BQOks?" ' Which 'shall ·be. -fir.st? l3'ooks ~ont: T got t.h.l:l job 
and was · toi(\ to start on the morrow. ;t ha'!~ oft911 wcmd~ 
what m:T f'il~ lif e ~uld ha\ri:t. beeµ if the otner ShQp had got 
my: servi:ces 1ns-tea4. · 

.A few months .llB the mo~t humble member ~f the staftf 
th et:1 I t c,ok a moat ilnI!o~t Jttep. I be¢ame· ·a priliter• ·s 
apprentice ~o tli e same master and sot off eacb dq to t,he 
littl e ·ol .d..«oi'lil off' ic~ in th~ s~et ri~.131'.bY. Eaoh Cllristmss 
se~en~ ·110Yever, 1: had a ·temporar,r ·~. I w&s "promoted'' · 
t o Eih<)p ·~1 et.ar,:t, and took ·ll\t plaqe bQ1$ia tM counter in 
the shep to help cope with the ·.·c~stmaa rµsh. . Ori.a 23rd. DeQem­
be;r l we1,l re.!llember; 11\Y. inajft~t - and I we~ . holding the fert . 
t.ogothe :y' d~ the quiet oi the ltmch hpy.r. A ~one .oµstqmer 
c am~ ill ', a. boy wearing the cap of one of our oldest schools, 
~t . ~~4~r•s of York, . ~e scho@J. ·of Y:a;ro.~ey, .captain ·or· England. 
Tlre ¥..Y. ol:!Jlle up shyly t ,o the count .er and asked m, emp:to;yer, 
"Ha~ .you a.~ ey S. lialke;y , please ?" 1(1 ·m£iste:r knew no~ 
W~ey . an4 answered with a B'lulke of bis head, ''Walker.? - No, 
i am af:rs:i,<il. not, ~ beyt" But I knew :):>etter, I c~t in, 

· "Oh·, yes, ·sir, we have cm&,, oame µt thfa .morning." (Tactful, 
the la&t . s.entence. ) I darled to th e back of the . shop - I had 
a :fellow f eeling for that boy; ,.. end 8?18tched up a book from 
the bot;t;om of a pil~. leaving ~he . others all in a heap, burned 
back and p-l~ed befo.re bi:111 - "Kidnapped by. Pi.rotes" ·. ·Even '.!lOW, 

year~ ori,,, I c~ s~ that oo;rs eye~ '8' they ti 't up and he ar him 
say, "Oh, j~t what l nnted"·· . :Ke pl .8094 do~ his : }/6d. and 
=w~t o~t wj;th be~ face.. ¥.1.s hl1;izt-will now be tinted 111th 
grey; I .wonder .ll' he still ~bars that li:ttle in(ifdent as 
does the boy Q~ the :c~t~t that far ·off d2'Y. 

lfext dtJy ~ · Christmas We ·an,a as . I ·l!BS· gof.ng tQ lunch 
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the boae 9&14 to 111e, "I'll p.e YCJ.lll Your Chrietmaa Box now, 
IIIJ' boy'1. I ptlUSed 1n en,tJ,c1pattQIJ.. Bow, thouBb jua .t ·end 
kindl,T, that tire, employer of. mine _. nc>t wnae] 17 a "lefY 
geDerowl one. - 11819 et the tiile W88 4/- D week, and tha 
previous year .y Cbriataisae Box bad. 8IIOQ1lted to just one f~ 
ot that aua. However, on thi9 oooaaion he wrou on tbe tUl 
roll, witbdnlr e coin, and placed it 1n a:r h-11'1thollt lettillg 
me see What it -. • Then he proceeded to tell me ho• pleased 
he was with the wq I had worked dur1Dg the year. I had 111!'de 
good progioeaa, he ~S8\ll"Qd •• mJ4 then 11'81lt on to 118b special 
referm20e to the incident of the dar bef ore, it hDd blpreeaed 
him ~ry much, ~ IIO on. ill the time he a• taJldng I wae 
tingerillg the CQin 1n ..., ~alm - tor J cow.dn' t ve-ry wll i ook 
et it - and tb1ntdng, "Pooh, a aeeaq. "tanner" - 110ZSe than 
last 7ear. llf8ht abow e bit more appreciation if I !Mn'e been 
ea SoOd ea that." The, witb n litt'le salute, be eoi.4 "Iow 
otf you go to . dimtarJ get back u -~ ~ 7111:1 can, and o .lla.t>PY 
Obri:atlioel. 11 "5$no to you ·, air, 11 I iliitt .ered and d.orled oft. 
The lllCJlllent I ... aft the d:00%Wtep I opened tffl h,end~ Then 11'1 
qea popped <l'lt of ..., heed, .y heart gave a great 3wl>, for I 
had not been fingering a 11eeal.7 "tailner" bQt a &}o:rf.ows, gle , 
gold en half-a~. Oh Joy, I nearly did a. hol'llpipe o.,n the 
pa:v.ement and then 8*1,e a bee-line fqr - .,,p,,,,- I ~q .you 
have guoaaed it, . -., tamnlrite shop just ·U"OIUld two comerJI. 
I bvught a goodly pile, and Jira . Walker looked at m.e nepicioua 
aa I banded her the precious coin. "It's ail. ri&ht," I grl.Dned. 
"It's 1111J1e , it's '111,1 Chris~ !oz.N 

Oh, good old lfalke.rl E1nd old bo!fsl Happy Chrietmaa, xrs. Welkerl Did I have a Jfen7 Chriatmata? I'll eq I didt 
Buried in bloode ! 

Boys of to-d.q with their pnerou poekot moQq mq · not 
f'l1ll7 appreciate 11\J mcoitement in th$ long ago. lo, perhaps 
not, but with aU their weeJdy walth, thq 1-.e never bad the 
tb1'ill of b•ncU1ng • gleadng, golden balf-ecmlll'9ian. 

'fhe o\her nen1.ag I had an Q1'&e" to viai t the aabarb in 
which I bad ap~t SIT ecbo(!).daye. 1· bildn't been that 118,F for yun ,. I pawsed ~ore a nen~t'• "1st QllOe bad beilD. 
"J'at\7" Glover' a , the ebop at wbioh:. Mab we-. I ,bad 'bo1lpt 
11W' "Bo.Ja' l'rlad". I recalled the Sa~ wben, a chJtd c:4 
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s·ix or seven, I had sat on the pavement all the aft43l'n0on 
awaitui« the , caning . 0£ the JlO;W "lfooks. for the 13ai:mstt, and. 
how Mrs,. Glover, at long last, capie ~lit .and tapped _ me on the 
bead :nth it~ Wey does . one remember tdn,y inciaents like that 
tbx:9w;}lo,ut tjle. yea:rs ·1 when mot-e impo~aii~ · events are f 9tg otte.n? 

I p~sed t;h~ hou.se whex:e · ''lrl-~.-, Clarke, ~ th whom I :used 
to swop, · once li,ied~ '.Nor ''l>i¢li;y'', he rievat ~e~ ~ the 
"el'imllpi~ 11 and the .,Rpcket", f or h~ 1'88 kill~ in the Kaiser w • 

I · came te the shop once . 'kept by ,a. grumpy so.rt of man 
'.called Milla.rd, who were . a. ti"Jlnmied_ poirit .ed beard lilce Captain 
Kettle. The same name was above the shop, but it bel()~ to 
a di.ffa"nt g~e:tatiori. Th.ere w:ere ''Hotsp~" · and ''Wiza:r.d$" 
i:!i. the window, ·but I knew it.- ·best when Aldine "T;ip-'fops" and 
"Comic Rome. J ourn('l].s,"· were di'$pleyed tn~re. 

:i; reached my' Ql.d school - Park Grov~~ The scl:!col.ars ha d · 
gone ·, anli the shadows were stealillfl, across the pleygr.ound. I . 
look.~ thr 2ilgh tµ e ~Unga et tte shelter - iI) wtiioh I had sat 
and read many a yarn. ~ gaze travelied to the !irs .t . fl oor ., 
i ·· cOUJited .t.f;le ~. Yes_,, :t~~ wopid ~e the ropm in wbicli on 
.atternoon "·s~ 14111&., the burly .teacher, had confiscateq 11W' 
,;Jeck; s·lil,11 '.~ Pete••. I recalled, with a smile, how I had · 
returned t'o the r o9m after P-~Y' £?l'S' in s·earch of it, and how I 
found •iS.amt!U'" ,. whQ never attondQd p_rayers, sitting "with his feet 
on the desk Nading it, and how he. waved me ~ w1 th an in!patie t 
gesture and. told me to ask for 1 t in the morning• · Often after . 
that h e ·wou.14 say t o me with a grin "How-'s Japk, Sam and Peter 
getting on?" . 

, Po6r !il&1111ey, he weigh~ _abo1;1t .:sixteen ston es then, ~t y:e!lrs 
l ater r read in on evening pap er how he h!,!d been found dead in 
ditch and a verdict had bean returned, "Died of Starvation" . 

I wended 'llJ3' wey home that evening of II\)' visit to the auburb 
wondering wha,t on earth I shpuld tp1nlc a~t if I wereh.'1 t a 
nostel.gisn~ · · 

Yes ·, in!leAA, .lfr. 9-09dY.E!.&J::, the Eiiicieiµ; stieets pt York held 
many golden memorie .s for me, of the d19s wtiwi a bumbl,~l peJ,'.l,ey 
bolli3ht ha,'ipiness iS11d conten~t. .. · 

Postscript: :Last it 'be thought that I spent all 11W' oo.,:.hQod 
d~a 1.iilbei'aed · in "'bl ood-" , 1~j ·_ ~ M.$t~ :to a,ay it ?!.SQ• not quite I 
as · bad a~ that. I pla,-ed q~te a l9t of qpck_et . in t.he ~er . 
that b_oY.a do and .I ~ow.d in fta proper p-la.ce. 'll'rlte quite .a: l ot I 
a.bout Grace and ''Ranji"J Jeas91> and Fr;ri IU.rsJ f:1 H~~ and oth•r 
Rients . in . the. ,i:olde1LM..Q_Q_LJ.~1tr '..g$'1le . t . he veJ.y DBm£..• 
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THE NELSOlf LEE l.lOLUllil 

Conduc ted by: Robert Blyth e , 
01 , Alsen Roed , Ho llow ey, London, tfo. '( • 

Last mont h Mr. Keel ing of St onr,or e osk od f or a lis t .>f 
th e Studi vs Md t h t:ir oc c o:pa11t s . I or.i only able to giv e tb cs e 
of th e Rer.iovv llntl Fou.rlh, be~mlSo , oo T hmre oenti oned eJ.aO"~i:Jer. 
t he Th ird, Fif th a...d Sixt h otudic e a~ · ne i t her Il1ll!lbered r.or 
lett ore<l. However ,. in a futur e !'..rtic l e I will give a li EJt of 
those who ore study mntes in thosa f o:nna. 

Ttus :nont h I 111 deal W1. t h t.he Ancien t ond West Rouse nerno,T 
and -noxt P lJ . tak e th e ~ode rn r.nd 'Eost Iious e Fourt h . 

I.t ~t be understood t hat period i s ot the end of the 
2nd New Seri es , 

Anc:i.ent House 
' 

Studies A: .Btirnard Forr est, Albert Gulliver , George 11ell; 
Bi Clau de Gore -Poorc o , Arthur Hubbard, Edlmrd Long; 
Ci Nipp er (R.1.cbo.r-J Ham.i.lt on), Sir Monti e Tr egellio..J.fest , 
Thomes \'fotoo o; D: Edward Oswnl d I!nndf orth, Arnold McClure , 
Wal.t or Churc h ; E! Archi bald ~finst on, Dbrek Gl enthorn e, 
Alfred Bren t; F: Gerald Dodd, Hube rt Jarrow , Cbnr l es 
(Boomerang) Uungs ; 0: Cecil de Vale rie, Duke of Somellton 
(Rubort Arthur Alario Cavendish) ; II: Sir Jomes Potts , Bort, 
Vivi l'.lll 1'r av l'rB , Vi s cowit (Skeets) Bellto n; I: Ralph Les li e 
Fullw ood , Stenl.ey Tlold o , Clive Russe ll; J: Alec Duruwn, 
IIerry Greshem, tillys es Spencer Adams. 
West ICc:uae 

Studies JC: Reginald Pitt, Jack Grey; L: Ni codemus 
Tz<>tlfood, Cornelius Trotwood, James Little; 1ft ow Pepys, 
J ohn Onions, Albert Onions; If: Hon. Douglas Singl eton , 
Husaig Ranjit Kahn; · O! Sola:aon Levi, Richard (foodrin, 
Morgen Evans; P: Augµstus Hart, . Jua.tin :8. Fnl'l!lon, J8III OB OWen, 
Haj .; Q: Clarence Fellowos, Timotl\Y 'fucker, Robert Canb81!1; 
R:. Harold Do7le, J.an7 Scott, l;ung Ching; S: Alan Castleton, 
Thomas Burton, L9rd. Pippintob (clennce ~tus Jerome Uarohant • 



:i: ban been aalted if arq of" the boya I peta have ov.er 
· reo e iv ed' men~1.on 1n ·.t~e ato.v ··~ . ThE: ~er to that l a -
- aeve:x,al · times ·. Qui0w a· flffi -o'f the - jlmi: ora own pe ts, but :r_ 

think that 
0

tho palm goes to Willy Badforth' e collectio n. It's 
q\dt e a menageri e . He owna !f&l'lll&duke a Monkey, P.riscllla a 
Parrot, Lightni._I!g & Greyh~ ', _Rupert a. ~ t , and Fernidsd a , 
Ferret. Bot}i -Marmaduko an~ . Pri s cilla ap-peared fr~>queDtly. 
Apart from ti-1.ly Hqndforth ...,.?fi.pper' pas. a spaniel called ".Boz", 
Nelson Lee baa an .Alsatien cilled Wolf, and J erry Dodd owns . 
a p<>D;Y. Other pets appearea, so inf requ ent ly as not to b~ ·, 
worth me,itio~ . . . 

• L.P .: of ~on 1ro11ld lfke to know the .numbers of the N .L. I 
con 1.airl,ng .atories <>£.Jim the Pemnan , Eile ~n Dare , Mr. Mortim er 
Cr arie ( the lll:8Jl With the four i dentitie s , . The Gr een Triangle 
end the Circle or Terr or (b oth with Prof . Cyrus Zil18%'ave) . 

I ' m a.fraid L.P . tha t th~re isn ' t room for all of t hem this 
month, but ! '11 t ~ Eil~n Dare and Mortimer C.rane now and 
deal. with the othe rs nert 1110ntb. No'-s of the stories dealing 
with Eil een Dare: o.s. 57, 60, 6}, 65, 6B, 70, 75, 77, 78, 82, 
87, 91, 95, 101", 106, ll 5 •. - All these st ories are versus 
"The Combi,Jle". Mo . 130 O.~s a story complete in itself . 
The re is also . a. s t ory ;ntxvd\1cing Mis~ Dare in . No. lB7 , 
lat New 5e:r1es . 

11. 
S_t 9ries . ip.troducillg Mr . Mortimer- Cr ane are O.S .• 55, 58 , 61 . . 
To fj.nisn off , here are a f~w more ti tl es: 

No.2 1. "The Terror of Troon Towers, 
22. Digea · of St eel , 
2~ . Tlie Leogue of the G1;9en Tr11Jll8le ( the fire t of the 

24, 
25, 
26, 
27, 
2&, 

' 29., 
30, 

The Cas e of the Tube. of Hadium, 
The Specialis t' s taat .Case, 
The Ciy~tal. Ul'en, . 
The G9lden .Ca-1ern, 
The "Forged ~-prints, 
The Thr'ee Jti:l.li<>n&U'e4, 
A 1111&~~ ~ Venice • . 

. . : --.--oOo-- . 

Triazigl e yarns), 

• 



ill C~e to , _ _ ___ .!f ... W. 101 ~ina
1 CeirU,tt. 

,._. in the clear .old "Union Jack' ' the "Round Table" tea~ 
preaenta the ~po.rtunity for ·the Editor t o di scuss topical aspe t s 
in the Sexton Blalat sage, and, aa wu alwe,ya apparent in the 
oriai,Dal feature in the "U.J. it is hoped that all Blake lovers 
"pther eround" each month and.- 418eat all that is cont~ 
therein. I am sure ~t the;r do, and I have often wis.bed th at 
I could eudd enl.1 Mpop in" an same of you S.B. enthusiasts &lid 
disCl188 the hobby we all love. I don't nppoae that I aha1l 
ewer p~ OOZ1taot the •jority of 1111 readen, much as I 
should enJo:, doing eo, end it,,.. therefore an oooasi011 to be 
110ted and underlined in red 11hml, clur1Dg the tu::st ..;aelt in Juno 
I had the ~--. pl,~ of nlCCl!ld.llg our mutual collector 
friend Mr. Bill Colccabe -to the "~" in which theee notes -are 
~ ooapu.a,. tan yeq I had the pleuure or meeting -., 
co-ed1 tor, Herbert Leckanby., 8Dd we bad 8()M ll08t enj<>f.able cha , 
this y~ it was Bill Colc(!llhe, Iii th whom I had __.. oJd;.nwap. 
:Believe me, it waa a Nal thrill when. I sto.od b;r the bookstall 
on c~t station 811d a. Bill's bain draw in to the platform 
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~':i.:;'~.: · , ·13.d at . ~ plpe in _p);e·~.--: ~le .. 11:'lt~~P-t :t!~~. ~ I . 'Otob .. ~-.: ., ... ~- : 
'the :maey arid van~ pasa .~ .a.Ught · t~ ~:tliat ~London ·tr.a1n 
:~ di •a~p '.@1'" ,intp the au~ amt ~ . ih-e ~ :"c'Sllle 1".'or lP.l 
,ana I to shake ha;ld.$, I felt tbltrt. ~liobby, wu lnd eed somet . 
.. .;.i;~·ch· ·· tood for e.n 1·d-ea1. ,rii .... ideal of .a ...... .+n .. 1 .~ ·nj · · l>il "''.., s .. ·"' . . .. " ' . """'!','!~ .... .. e .. era . e 
s}uaillg ~f 8, hobl:>,Y. whi~ ··-. , , f.ri~p s oiliet.ht~ ;--r.ea l and soti .• 
Had I .met s~ ~~-~~ ·:n .~ )Jf~ ,t I c~lll.:~,~ t h~E! felt lijQ~ 
of a thrill thsn 1lhmi J .shook". ~he band of s.otiieone who app~~ 
out" favour!,t ~ ~t1:1r . ~ 111.Uf!h as I ·did ~§ , _:µ', ... F~ ·th~ --~~ 
few d~s Bill and. I trtrielled a.round Oard.i;fi 'togeth~• ·and ·as .we 
di d · we :¢liiitted a1>out vad(oua aspeQta of ·.~~ ~ - j '· :ed SQ . . . , ·,,, ,, . . ., .,, · ',, , .· . " ,• ~,-, , . . .. ® 0:, 
ourselvces ,areat~. '.Bill locilted through ~ ~$>')J.@;ti~ ~ 

-~ ·"', · .. · · th:i:a at~;\ .. . ·.,.;;ca that s·to . ~- a-.;lj' · ~"> 'i)t:, · ed remar ~ ,;UpJ)Xl.. . ... . . ~ '"""""· .. , -~ ., . r::I . .-.... .... . .. 1 . m~ , . ~ - . me 
Here, . ·r thoug:ht, .fa someone who really ha&_ Sext:o_n Bl;akit. in his 
soul; som~e wb,o ~ e ally 11:n.°"8 what he _i;:s-'>ta.JJdng aboti.t. If I 
mel'.lt~one d su9h and sueh a, stor;r ·, Bill would . look up and sa;r, 
110h y es ,,. tiul.~ is S.B!L. sec o¢. ~~n,~ No. ·.eo and ' so. " I r eal ly 
dg _believe he o<m.].d: ~U ;~ 1.}le ~ :il ., ·. or ~ s,tot,y it1 ~he seco~ . 
seriee .w;i ~ l9(>Jdng ·up· 5£s fi'e oo1"ls. I' nnist. confess that ~ 
t hough 1 am ~ ke;en as qno . could ~e., I O().\lJ.d not do tlia.t . - and 
futheX'IDO~ - the ,WJJY-· it1 whicb .JU.;U. dueus'.sed the work of various 
.!IUt~rr, . .s~ . th~t he hact studied tbEilll de.eply and I t~ he 
.coul d pioJt ~ \ , tn.~. ~tk .of JIIQJl:f; of · them 8lll0ngst the fl'itings of 
a. t,11~~ au~o~ ~ Well _, O\U' few . dva '1;qge~be~ soon c!.inli3 t o 
an 'im\i, Wif.?~~te;cy' ~d we ;p(!,i'ted in pi,,acti:oally th e s~ 
spot ,. , t.Ji4t ~~ch · ~ .had JDe,t. :Bill hoped ttu,.t · we 'ti'heuJ:d. 
meet ~ :e~ lq ·.and .I most~~ echo bis sentiments. 
He tS:-b l oo!d,Dg forwarq. t .o meeting other ' 'llleJllbers of tlie oireie -
and ·,a~ ·sin i . ~ · · ·· · ·· · · · I 

. AA,Y~ .a.U kno1' ,, ·work'·is ·now .c.eriding on "C.D. Annual" · 
No,, i .~9Jleduled for publication 'in J;>~l311dler;: It is . lipped' oµce I 
again __ t(;) J,i]..c.lWie .,-. l®g @d: 1'1-'fi~s~ '-('Blaki'81la1i .section 
.tb ,~ ~ :.I MJ• :hoping -that t'.elloW' "Blt,ke '. ~<fy:-c~· W zjill.y . %'('.) 

~anii.JQPk; .~\.iCiQS .. I .sh®:1:d be v.ery-p-atef'ul . l.Qr a,q i de,e.s. 
f'oi.' · -the l'-~" - s~~ion and; would illda't ~~ -. ·· . ·.,. ·· . · ) Ul · · 
arlicl~St t~p, e~. ·e:to. Please do. mt pu~ .. liies. by ., 
PW~ o.n ~ectb:f,tlldng ,caps ·~ ·$9t thaa~ ·pep • . J,i.h .~· . . Qi;'d. let · 
'tile ~ ~ n,nut. · ; 

J. 



'l'BE. CRU1'0R QI cmlllrJI JWiSD!lf PLtM!!A 

~ notes on the 1'0rk tif )lark Oaborne 
bJ YilUM Col,~. 

Editor•• lfote; Regular :reader11 of ·~l .aldana" will reC$l.l. 
14r. Colcoabe .•·a brilliant 1¢ticle o:n the ''Master .of ,l(Yster.,t' 
~d S~ iii llo. 10 ot the C.D. ID this naw ~iole he 
again captures ~ attention when he tella w, ¢ SOiie of tile 
activities of a Blake author 1lbo was the favo~te of 98IV° 
for over 20 7eaz"8. 

( . ·~ Qsboi'lle, the creator 'ot George Jl&raden Plllmllr', WBB 
one of the ~Ueri Blab writers 1o make a Di!IIB for billielf. 
Bia :J"eal nae was John lk>.biil,, and when he wrote bis tint story 
be uaed that ~. in faot, th9" ,. · -~ ~·· un4er i .t ~ettor.a he ~opfid · 'the PBeudoW!I wbtcbi 'became sq. well Jmom in 
latw )'Un. · ·Jll>st ot his Blab lltoriea for the "Union .tack", 
tor wliich papfn' he atartec;l wrltlng before the 1914-1918 war, 
were under the n.ae of Jlark Ollborne, but, at a la~ date he al 
us~ ?the ~e-pl1m0 ot "John .Aa.oott" and "Victor Bel.son". 
Under .these ia~er namea a 1~ ,llUllll>er of atonm, appeai!ed · iJr 
"The Bo.r's Pri'ind til>rvy" f:roG bis pen. Be also wrot§ • J.,o.t 
for the various A.P. girls• pSJ!era using the n..- ot Adelle · 
.AScott and Gerhu1e Belson. It 1'88 under the forlll8r ~ that 
he created the. ®8,NOters of Valerie DNW, the Gul DetedtJve, 
aiul lier dog "Fl88h 1

' • 

ID the creation of George llaraden Plumer, Oebome intro­
duoed to Blab readers a crook who was 1o win ~ f.a.uuri tla 
than -~ mq Qtber in the Blab sap. Plwaer tint . :saw th 
ll4rbt of d'9' (.U' ~ch c.allld be -_d ~CNt q ftctioael ~t ) 
in'. ;5 at:017 c~~ -The Van From Scotlmld Yard". In this yam senon Blake 8:ltp088' De~ective S~ant Plumiler as a croelc. Yes 
Pluaiaer s~ his caner in tile P.orce, but IIOClD decided tba\ 
:ivrmt -ng • .-,.tb.~ 1M8 far more prqfi.table tbma ·rwm1ng with 
ho~, 

•. :JJI. . _e.~ly' clap Pl18118?' ~ 110rked al<llle, bQ..t­
OQQBUOIVAIT he -wu te sad "1th~ nener. mM1 together. t:tu~ 
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two :f.onted ap. ~eed:fJ'.!gly t~ . mt f .or &l• · to ~k. Plumer .n:a later taken- out . tit Kerk ·~tac li~ .-~ ~$cl over · tq 
~Ge~rge Hsmilton Teed~ , 

1he other c~k menti~~ -~' 4~"t>rey. -~eJ.", ~ . tm.othei­
er Osborne' f! creatia® .• ' ~e ,_ n9.;t; such a colour.ful chuacte~ 

. ~ Pl~. )~ext~ wa.s ?$713l't,Jl~lt1e~ s ~~oµh,,~ble l:>ppGD.ent to ; 
, "»lake, $111 thq f~ in 1DSl\Y f!Jl ·exci_:t:~ bat:t1~ ~ ; s, 0pe~od 

of ~ ,:~, . fi1l8l <J,y ~pe~ ht ~~e $.;B.L. (2nd: Ser.lea). 
N;,. j5.e: ''D'ad !ftm'.a·'. B~ f. 'Dexter ~ · not ~:11. a 1'1,1,~iSSS ~e 

·• :i~~~~ :!!i~!:;;1.~i~er ~~~:di!~ ::.pull 
·. off a _coµ:p or tnake . a get~. 

Osborne .was Ms e· responBi;ble for ·1:hQ .~top~ £'-ea~ 
''The C9W1Cil·,·Of ·ffi:ne,• ·. Pl.er ·~ one df th e members ot thi:~ 
CO).Ule.il ---id~t _aliy. .H\J ~:a~. ·h:34 iu.:e~ OWfl .t,e~ ~CQ~l~ .'());ri. 

· marh .·lie.1~:f1j.'N ~pootoi- ·J«~; _ the ~rototzy~ of' _c~tt~ _and, . 
,~r :~ ~ . *M'-t1(j~ ::~ -~ -~~""bl~ f P~Piialtg . 118 Qj,;~ ~ 
,ofi ,.these, , hO:~. , -~ .ifas · ~s1 ve, sho~~:te.l!q>ered:,, oftm:i. 
ple-ii(!laded, ~ s•e .t:imtftt: vez1 rwfe. ·.Jfe. 1iQ& pft.e.n ·et 1~ · 
'Id.ill· B;jeke ·over. a case ,~ lie' ,iipd· ~:t~ c~~<ta tn' Ms., ~ 
,theon~s ', wt, ~ · ioo.~ ot~~ - Yt.iii,., meri Iwl, .he le~-d ~ ­
experl:~nee tb&t the man from Bake; Stl'eq~ ~ : )!iO~ .• of~oti ~t 
~ h~ ·had ll · vetr" ·high~ fdt Bltlke's a.bill\; as a detec .tive . 
Des.pi:t .. e t.tne v,ui.t ··di:ff'erence ~ t~~~t i;he ·~ w.e:ra ~~ . 

. 'fnendlJ:.; tao~. - , . . . 
O~l>i?me '!'AA .ve-g ~9%'eAte<l' in hors~-r..acing tRtd e number of 

his i,j.toiriea have a l.'SOing baelrground anu are '~:t ·}de be st in 
~ o.pintQn.- He was the first .Sex~~ lUlllce author to feature 
tho ,detective in e s1.~ de~ wi'th : ·Greybowid ~ thi's 
... . S -~ ·"· (hi! ' S.!n'i.'91 Vllo~. 537' '"Tlie, 1Cenriels ··crime.1•. . ~e :-r~ 
'qiien~iy ·. used. finalleial ~,If. fi$ ~ t~ .~ . s~~ · to sp:eci.1:!l 
.i:Efe.' ~ ~ af · '-tbi:S ·v:p~ ·of· ~e • . · He. rarelq t~ :bis ~'­
ters ,,ab~, .pref'.~ to::a~J •'hi~ s~~!?l:I. in . :Bri;~f .~ f,~ had 
~hpm'e "t:qwn, ~~~.:on . .::li!Ja:..:as. ~ 'b~d, :whe~ ,he l,iv.~ 
!CU" p;· ·numbe (it · 7-ears -:Dl'l.!:l ~tually' ·"die«(~ ·· 

·t,i&rk'?,l>Qine . w~ one of' ·;lie· best ;rose ~ t~ ·in ~e :Blake 
.!,1'9t~1s .~., 9:X.q:ePf .f.9.!, s· bs,1>11 of dr.~Jn · ~ -~~seq 
roiliatlt.lQ · ~elite·, .. wa,e :among the ~ · 1'~ in tU& fteii,., 
! , ,. . .. . . • .~ ~ .,,.. , •. . . ·-·· • 
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Iv H. lllurl _co s.,. 
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When. ·Soxtofl Bl&b had llllC'Slldnod thD t1l't> ~ t~ 111 tM 
"lillete wrgex,- in aaquttli.s"G~ :ha botl · ~'Iha ·· "<;).JJ:b6Q · 
C.,GQ!f~ on tho \lad:~oth&a nf 01\b c.f 'ilb.eq., -'!'bis ftaJIIA Mani 
n~ to bi.Ill tzntil, Utm- NRblng lo the Hotel CoblO• .and 
Blt:em1ning the ~ or tbia lo.lat 1/'ict.im ct ·~ 1.n cold "1w.· 

• . he: l:ad tho iiloo oL- ~ooki.n@' ~ ·the Ro~el nsuviktion Usb 
and D111Cdng. it in ~t Coz the :11)C(md tae. in a v'i1:r7 8hort 

• pQ'iod. !il'l know s~ thA~ llkltlllll\ that Sli~ was tha man l'O!lpol*"' 
ible for thia fr,)IJh OU~O€!l, for it ,.,.~ v~ that if Cng 
~ r® .ary.xi .o. roQl!l at tbll Oosmos b~!ore Samo hod UIU%'dol'il'd 
liip, th~ · IIUlfJtOl" lll'ill!inuJ. hrid tlilren Q'.UJ pla,oe Dll(1 u»ed the 

, ~~l std t-e !ar h1o i:swn purpaBGa. As n matter at: teo:t,, ~ 
l~aat 7ieU: oi S4ti%s 1-!l ool.d.:-h_l~~ri , 1'l,1S ii ch.snoQ ~ 
AAti~ 9.( 0.1~t .a wliilii ~ 'lro8 on ·Ms 'lfflJ. ~ sou.th ~t®. 
~ h!ld m<it on boo.fll lUl4 boeci·~ ti'i.4tni!JJ,, m:ICl ~ t1o ant.~ 
,sj.' Load:cn ~be fir.st :th1fta -;hj.3 'ooqun.intanoc . did lf&a tlJ C4ll ut 
*1:ha llc-tr,l t o sue 1f ~.i.a ,a.e;i;iy !O'IJJi.:1 !"rl.$1;1 "!Ill tl'biiN 118 bo hM 

·boplld to be; ,i! his ~ hnd go na s:s arr3llB6d, M lfO'U Yill 
imo.g::lce, Stttira ·<lid n!)t ~ <>N' &t ,~ ·~o i!Dtl but . it '11\US 
-x-ettlar dl!'t~t wt th the puir .>f l iJ:1'1\ll"!! who }l!!/1 'th9' job ~ 
_µt oniillE: Cl.aban CrllB{f of lits 1,uhm-i \1311~, S'C>~ h~ ea.en 

· · 'Cr.r,.PJ bef (\t'C • th£1Y no.tu:raU,r mi.re fll ol <!Jd by SntiTa, !llld seei!!g · 
.th&t ha hm ,_nll his vicU:m' & dr:C'WITTSl:t.s tj;.i9 1ftl\1lt1 sppe.or to · ha 
b~ vr::r:, r.as:, •, en indoc-4 ~ t wna. S11:tJ...t,& woa d.el1<;ht&d t c: lGtt 
t.hefl 1.ncl.uded bl his inh~ t.nnt)e. 1/M .on 11'l lltld o!! tl\11 O(JS8t 

oi Cormrr..ll oallcd. "~ · laland", a eon ot fsm.l:ly 1'etN1.lt 
.fla'i) ha imllgin9d he ';ffll.il.d be pretty odG f':ro. Ule ' l\?!11 ot Ute 

1 lBI! ·l~ e ~e. provid.lJig h1e (tr()h o~ Blctlce htd no~ fQ!md 
011t ,'ffho Crll8g ro.all.1 "'"• (l l" .tndeed that he wao o~ .c, . all • 
. lie hep~, in ~t. that U .livlO.ld ~ iqloasU1l9 t:or s_. --, 
-to f c.llow him 1'unhar, Emd a:, he lQBde hia 'planne to ~l"Clet 
·to Oragg laint4. But at htl6 be@ \()1'1., . .Bl.D.lte om 't1ftl! ·cnn 
alxnrt Or&M, Md oomequmt.J.1 go, bl tO\l.dh ,with the ~in,pm. 
wuo· ~ hnrri!'ied to ·kn.air ~hat 'th~ hiizl been toll.ad v Sa111n .. 
1J'Olll thff9 on i.t wo obvio~ to ,s man nt ~m .•a. _iat~~tf~ t 
~ ~ -~e.g telAPid pan or ibo 1~ .. JQ:t . thlf . ~ !'11' 
tu ~"b. . ~ootor. llftd . tt · wa.s not li:m6 b.~°" be: -... .Clll tlle . .. .~ .· . . . . ... . . ' 
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