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Attention Magnet ana Gem Collectors!!

The following letter pppearcd in thc Lceds
"Yorkshirc Bvening Post" on 4th October. I have
promised kr. Simpson thet C.D. rcaders will do a1l
they can to help his invelijd friend who longs to
find solsacc in thc papers He loved. I am confident
thcy won't lot me down. H.L.

]

MACAZINES WANTED
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(Vol.2) No.22. Price 1l1s.1d Post Frce

OCTOBER 16
Editor, mﬁ Sectien

Herbert Leckemby, Telephone Exchange,
/o Central Registry, Nortbern Coumsnd, York

.

FR(M THE ZEDITOR'S CHATR:

Grand Tour  Quite a lot has’heppencd to me since I wrote my
1sst chat. T have returned fyrom my wonderful week in London
invigorated, and feeling the world is a good place to live in.
If I can only write 28 I feel the C.D. will be bettaer then
ever befare. I have a good desl to say about my trip on
other pages, but I must add this hore - if the provincisl
members of the clan could see the enthusissm and comredeship
emong their London collesgues, they would be sstonfshed ond
a8 full of sdairstion as I wonm,

Owing to the fact that those cutaide Lomdon sre so widely
asgotiored it is moro difficult to get together, tat, o8 thoy
wiil see, abohr'sdolenofrmdm-dnwnhney to
Brighton, and thet's s tidy distance, so what sbomt it,
provincisls?

As for the Iondomers themselves, thora sre some Wwho hnve
not yet joined the {Iuhmsinly those interested im alder papars.
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They mey feel they are rather out of it, but I can assure

them they would thoroughidy enjoy themsclves. Even if they are
not pertioulsrly interested in the Megnet, and similar papcrs,

they would meet others with similer tastes to their om, so why
not ‘get in touwch with Secretary Zilcen?

And here's smother ider. Spenking to Herry Dowler on
the 'phone. on my raturn about the greet goings on, he exclaimed
"Why not sn Armusl Meeting in London opem to all?" Well,
why not? TWhet do you think? There's no telling where we
shall get to before we've finished. And to think not so long
ego we wore ploughing lonely furrowsi

There's quite @ lot sbout the London netivities in this

sug. but it's worth every inch of space, and we're inereesing
Hize sgein to cecommodote it anyway.
*+ + + 4+

Cen Fou Help Us? For the anmasl festure "A Iook st the
Libraries" we uire the atsrt-stop dates of ths Football and
Sports Library, the Champion Library, the Thriller Lidrory .
arnd the Wonder ILibrery, the lstter an AP, publicetion pre-first
Waor, with reprints from the comies. Also the total mumbers of
esch of the sbove. Ve sliall be gteteful for any information.

+E

Tho Anmuel is Crowing I have not much space to deal with the
Apnual this month, but T can say it's progressing niecely.

Orders are ccming in well, and during the first week of oy
holiday - =t Northampton —~ I mensged to complote the festure
"4 Look at the Libraries.' "The Authors' Fho's Wna” is also

finished and 1 think everyons will find it useful. But thers's|

e hesdeche coming — how to get in 811 the exeellint articles

received and promised. However, we'll get over it somchow.

Just a rominder - have you sent your Questionnaire in yot?
+H 4+t

A Plep Tihen I got back from my holiday T found a hugo pile of
Icttors ewaiting me. It was s treat to re=d thenm. Bult’ the
greot mejority require sn mmewer. I am trying to reply in
between preparing this issue. I am surc if anyone has not
received an amswer by the time he, or she, gcts the €.D. they

will forgive Youbs sincare]y,ﬁ
erbert Teckenhgy, . |
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Lost Mimute Flash We hesr that Mr. Kenneth Brookes, well—
known A.P. artist, hns consented to szttend the October
meeting of the London 0ld Boys Book Club, and that Mr., Eric
R. Parker, fomcus illustrator of Sexton Blake stories, may be
there a2lso. How's that for enterprise?

+++++ 4+

Billy Bunter in the House of Commons! In a very intcreating
write-up on Frank Richards which eppears in the "Nationsl
Tomaogent? Sept. hep {thy -1948, i% is-revagled.dhet e copy
of the firat Bunter Book was ordered for the House of Cormons
Library. Oh, if only we could secure & picture for the cover
of the C.D. showing Sir Stafford Crippo reeding it - & broad
grin cn his face! How sbout it "Robby", and you other
enterprising photographers of our clen?

++ 4+ 4+ + 4+

A Gem of 8 Sto Chatting to Clive Simpson, I heard of a
delightful littge ineident, Here it is: Mrs. Simpson end

Clive hed prid o socisl ¢all the previous Sunday aftermnocon.
Over tea their hostess mentioned she had kept up = pen friend-
ship with a lady in Austrelie for 29 years. When she sdded
“Yes, I got to lmow her through the correspondence colums of
& peper called the "Gem" in 1919%, Clive, ncedless to say,
pricked up his enrs, and e very interssting chet followed.

When Clive told me this I instently seid "That must go
in the C.D., for it's a2 "gem" of a stery. I'm sure all
recders will sgree.

I msy add that leter the lady wes surprised and delightad
when Clive tock her elong & parcel of blue sovered Gems to road

I o S

Owing to the large namber of entries, result of
Competition No. 3 has had to be held over wntil November issus.

+ 4+ o+

FOR SALE: Chums 192%; six volumes B.0.P.; Fun Almnnack; Judy,

VANTED: Comic popers, Bullseyes, Startlers. L.M. Allen,
3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffiocld T.
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NOTE — Once again we have the good fortune to be able to
present a contribution from the inimitable pen of
R. A, H, Goodyear. Ed.

JUICY NAMES FOR MEATY TALES

By R. A. H, Goodyear.

Yhen my Uncle Elijeh left, after heaving had tea with us,
I slweys knew there'! be e throepenmy-bit under my plste.
"See that he buys a book with it," he whispered to my father -
and the book I invarisbly bought wes a Weskly Budget novel.

I didn't lmow it then, of course, but I wes "investing in
futures," as they esy on the markets. Precticslly each one of
those Weekly Budget tulos showed me s return of 1004 and = bonug

Teke, for exemple, "Oriana, or, Tho Castle of Gold.™
Oriana was e peerlessly beautiful girl with » awordlike, keon—
sdged temper, whose many lovers thought her even more preciocus
than the shining gold of whichherfather's custle wes built.
liost of them died fighting for her. Only thc brovest sm? handd
gomest of the Montezuma werriors masters? nmd woh her in the cnd

Where I profited from "Orisna®™ was in the use I revecatedly
madc of her lovely nmome. One in vight of the novelettes 1
wrote in my 'teens had an Orisna in it. The very thought of
her glamorous name inspired me to romantic situations and
passionate love passages, Of course I was careful not to scrd
her more them twice in onc yeer to Lrett's or Herusworth'a, te
whose "My Pocket Novels" and "Forget-me-not" T regularly con~
tridvuted under 2 woman's name.

Two other titles which stimmlated me were "Leurie the
Liftboy" and "Island of Etcrmal Ice". Some of the most
terrific he-men snd the most captiveting pin—up girls of that
period seemed to use the 1ift which Leuxis worked, and Laurie
sppeered to be helping helf of them in velusble faskion while

cleverly thwarting the other helf in their projected shootings,
stabbings end kidnappings,

I tried to improve on Laurde's breath—cetching adventures

te

by including some of them in oy own stories for boys. No one
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could possibly hove guessed whet good use I wes meldng of hin
even if they had reed "Lourie the Liftboy" at the same time as
1 4id,

"Islend of Eternal Ice"™ wos » heartrending story of
incredible hardships endured by a dmumtless compeny of Arctic
explorers, who apparently lived on sir for months sfter they
hal killed end esten o1l their dogs. I f.aumded half-s-d.zen
short stories and erticles on that perticular Weekly Budget
nevel, so thet I made fifteen guineas cleer on s expenditure
uf 33, su to speak.

With just cne other Budget novel I wes lese successful.
I wes tempted by ite title, "Tottered Ton", to introduce =
"Tettered MNetty" into & book I wrote for boys. Thet wes the
urly book I friled to sell. My usual publishers politely
ieclined it end I beceme convinced that their reluctemnes to
publish it wes due tc "Tettered Matty", who wes 2 recy smd
cutspoken toinbcy ond not the sort of character generally
essociated with "Reward" books, so ofteh presented as Sundsy
Scheel prisesa.

Only twice before hod I risked putting e girl into s boy's
book end the third venture ruined thu menuscript's chances.
"Tottered Metty" let me dewn. How had I celled her Orisnm,
how different thingss right heve been!

Theugh. 5o meny of tho Budget threepennies featured the
impossitly deshing feats of Puffslo Bill sgainst the unfortunat
Red Indiens - es 2 boy I waved those sside impetiently, not
2ecming them believable, though I knew Colonel Will Cody to be
& breve men in reel life - many of thc other books, bought with
my Uncle Elijsh's gift coins, gove me good enterteinment and
profiteble idess.

There will be emongst the reeders of this mngazine et
lesst = few last-century vetersns who will recsll with s
reminiscent thrill some of the Waoekly Budget novel nemes, with
their rich promiser of interest and cxeitement. I rsk you to
r0ll the following titles round your tongue - I think you will
find them &s appetizing ro I did:t Lost on Mount Megnificent;
Reckless Relph the Ringlesdory Msrooned Crew of the "Gallant";
Cessandrs the Balloonist; Rionsi, the Romentie Romem; Five
Years on Blue Water; Fesrless Frank's Adventurea; The Pirates
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of Adoration Bays; The Young Fire-Fighterss Bold Bem the
Bohemian; Green Rangers of the Forest; Jockey Jim, the
Epoom Midget; Tragedy of the Hermit's Cave; Rosina, Queen
of Amber Isle; Murder on the Lightning Express; Glen of the
Wolf Men; Tragedy of the Hermit's Cavey Maximilien the
Magicisn,

R. A. H. GOODYTAR.

I cannot quite gusrantee that the above 1list consists
entirely of Weskly Pudget titles, becsuse very occasionally
I bought =n Ancrican "threcpenny” and two or three pleasing
Yenkee titles pay have slipped in.  Alas, that I did not
retein the books!

To vegetarian readers I apologise for my own title.
"Juicy Nrmea for Meaty Tales". I never touch neat myself,
though 0t 2 vegetarian in the eirictest sense bacruse I have
to rely nowedays solely on milk tc keep me alive.

TEN SEILLINGS EACH offered for Megnets 998, 1118 and 1120 in
purfect or very gool condition to replece soiled copius and

to complete copies for binding, Airmail correspondence
regerding other ocopies aveilable within 1921-1929 ronge mack
apprecieted. Refund of postege guarenteed., R. H, HUNTER,
¢/o Royal Mail Agcncles (Brazil) Ltd., Avenide Rio Braneo 51/55
Rio de Jeneire, Brazil.

WANTED: 0Odd boys' books. 4nything., That offers! Exchanres
Doteotive Weekly 1-90. Henry J. H. Bartlett, Peas Hill,
Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

WANTED Megnete No's 1393, 1395, 1399, 1400, 1427, 1429, 1433.
John Robyne, 41 Friar Roed, Brighton 6.

FOR SaLE: 151 Gems, 1916-1920, Good Condition, 5.0.L. Nc.387,
The lLost World"; 393,"Ghost of Somerton Abbey"; 33 Detective

Weeklys 1935-7, 20 S.B. Iibs. 2nd Series; 40 5,B. Iibs.

3rd Beries; 17 Msgmets, 1938-40. Offers invited, S,A.E, pleast
%. H. Nerte, Wenlock, Burnhem, Bucks.

FOR SALE 4 Vol. No. 8 (26 numbere) Boys' Friend. €1.
T, ", Puckrin, 16 Willows Road, Middleshrough.
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YOUR EDITOR IN LONDON

[

Brief Stoxy of 2 Hundred Thrills

A Memorsble Sunday Eveming.

4 few hours ogo I deperted from Euston sfter the most
thrilling, astonishing, happiest week of my whole life., Now,
bock in Northempton with my own folk for a few hours before I
travel back to the daily grind; the hour two in the morning,
with just the ticking of the clock for compony, I shall attempt
tc tell just e little of whet has happened to me since I left
home. To tell it 211 one could occupy more then the whole of
en issuwe of the Collectorts Digent, and more than once I have
thought I should wake up snd find it all » dreem.

On Fridsy Septenber 9th, then, after s restful heppy week
in Northampton, I touvk train to Euston. There I found
Mrs, Elleen Whiter, energetic secretary of the London 013 Boys
Book Club, eweiting me. In a couple of minutes seated in the
anderground we were chatting sway as though we had known each

other for yesrs - mnd I heve the reputation of being a bashful,
awkwerd sort of fellow in the presence of a member of the feaix
sex; wespecially a pretty uvne. But here T wes quite ot czse.
Ohl the magic of the hobby! -

As the trsin rumblel on I was told much to my surprise that
nany members of the ¢lan were coming ti Surbiton on Sunday, all
becsuse I had eume to town. Verily thet's something I've neve
experienced befire,

Soon I wes gripping Bob Whiter by the hend, Bob who has
lone B¢ much to brighten the covers of the 5.P.C., and C.D.
& meol at & 1ittle cafe T got to know well in the following day
then & bus to Fleet Street to meet Eric Fayme. Prompt to time
we greeted each other, then further into the City to mnke the
acquaintence of Jimmy Hunter. Five ninutes more and we were
all chatting cordially over o cup of tes.

Then Eric and I jiurneyed out to Surbiton emd the Modern
School, where I wes introduced to the members of the Steff.
We disturbed a lady reading in her room, and lo! she weB
engroaged in & yern of Sexton Blske. I leorned she wos =
lcyal fan, and wes shown quite sn impressive cclleotion of
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S.B.L.s. Sald I -~ "Hera's something tc gladden the heart of
ecolleague Mourice, another member for his club.”

The rest of the evening was spent in inspecting the
famous Fayne collection.
Seturdsy Sept. 11th. More browsing over Msgnets, and a host
of 'phone calls. Arrenged to go over to Jimmy Hunter's. Wes
met at Waterloc by Jimmy and Mrs. Hunter, and wea escorted to
Mottingham where soon I was inspecting his grand collection of
Lloyds, &nd other entrencing "blcods".  After s splendid tes
talked hobby, then Tom Setchell came along, and scon we were
recalling the exciting days of the Pearson ewindles. Back to
Surbiton at 11 p.m., after an all too few delightful hours.

Sunday Sept. 12th. An enjoyable run to Hempton Court with Zric.
More collection browsing a“ter lunch, then in ones and twos the
membexrs of the clan arrivei, Eileen will tell you elsewhere
all who came thet day., Wast s thrdill for me. Came tea -
(whe would have believed taet rations sre still the order of thd
day?) then the meeting. Kindly, generous things were said
about the C.D., and my heert was full. My thought trevelled
back to the deys when Maurice and I first planned it. Never
then did I dreem that within two years I should, up in London
Tuwn, hear a grthering of many collectors give cur 1ittle mag
the credit for bringing them together. A11 T could 88y was
that the C.D. mey have originated the idea, but it would have
come to nsught if many of the members themselves had not put in
8 lot of hard work,

Then I was called upon to moke e sneech. Having never mdf
a speech in uwy life I micht have besn excused if T hed got the
wind-up, yet 80 mach did I feel at home in thet friendly
gathering of jolly good fellows that what I managed to say did
not seen to go down too badly. Geel! did all this reslly
happen to me that Sumdey evening?

Then goodbye to the Modern Scheol, snd Fric, Madam, Mias
Sm2llpage, Mrs. Holleck. Vincent; for the time being nt least,
and a race tc oatch the last train to Wood Green; REileen end
Bob, neck and neck, myself a bad third., Supper and then to bed
past the midnight hour. Ehe end of & perfect day. '
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Mondey Sept. lgth. In the morning, thmmks to Eileen, 8 very
pleasant an @resting chat with lir, ¥olter Bell, an artist
eonnected with the A,P. for many yeers. In the afterncon a
stroll round Foyles and the West-End with Bob. Later at
Loriship Lene, desr old Alfred Horsey locked in, giving ne o
delightful surprise. Then Mr. & Mrs, Fronk Keeling came along
gdding two more to those I wes mosting for the first time. A
gquict and plessant evoning followed, ehotting sbout the ususl
topic.

Tuesdey Sept. 14th  Ancther eventful day. In the n roing a
visit to Bill Martin. Mountazins of Megnets, piles of Gems,
Nelmon Lees, end tho rest. He rmst have raked the ends of the
eorth for them. Then o 'phone call to Fronk Pettingell saying
I wos on oy way. 4 corwlicated, end somewhst lengthy journoy
followed, ond I eventuslly errived st Highfisld Lodge, hot and
scmewhet dishevelled. But rather thean miss whet followed I
weuld gledly heve walked a hundred miles in my bare feet. For

I received a welcome fit for o king, then » magic hour or twe in
on sstunishing library in which I would have loved to heve spent
n month. I wos left tc browse to my heart's content eriong the
books I loved so well in the days of long agu: - The Boys' Friendg
41line Turpins, 2nd Clawde Duvals; Boys' Chempion Story Peper,
snd weny oore. I was enchented,

. ropest end then to the B. ltens Thestre in Kensington
where Frenk (it hed to be christimn namos by then) is playing in|
toseer Wilde®. Half ~n hour in his Aressing-rour where I wes
initirted into the mysterles of mske-up. Bill Mertin arriveds
we t ok our seats in the little theetrs, th.m fur over two hours
sot spell-bound by o brillisnt pertraysl of thot tragic charmcter
of 1late Victorian deys, = performsnce which will live in ry

memory for mangy a dgy. Of a truth, there ore telented ones
in our 1ittle cirele.

Another visit to the dressing room, snd (u revolr to
Bill Mertin, then back tc my home in Lurdship Lone,

Wednesday Sept. 15th. incther vieit to the City, where I net
8till ancther f my pen friends for the first time, Eric Landy.
We were jcined by Jimry Hunter tc whom I introduced Erie,
unknown, in appesrence, to oyself five minutes before, rnd in
less than no tine cnce egrin throe fellows were chatting tc-geiﬁ‘
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over lunch 28 though they hed lgiown ench other for yesrs. Is
there anything, enywherc, whicn prestes comradeship so rapidly
as this fascinating hobby of ouras?

Back to now familiar Loxdship Lane, snd snother lunch
(hope the Minister of Food doesn't sie this), then out to
Greenwich to spend a night with Charlie Wright. Twenty seconds
in the house, and I wae at home. T said at the Sunday meecting
that one often hesrd the Southermers were unfitendly, and
difficult to get on with. I expressed the opinion that from my
experience, it wes a fallsey if ever there wes one. 1 meent it
theny I meen it more than cver now. Charlie and Mrs. Wright
made me feel it was good to be alive, Lucky Charlie! having
8 wife who understands e Nostolgian!

Charlie ond I tnlked the hobby until the wee' sma' hours,
retiring to bed at 3 s.m.

Thursday Supt., 16th. Returned to Lordship Lanme for the last
time. A number of 'phone ealls with spologies to those I had

able to call upon. A quiet aftermoon, and then to
Tt 2t B ololock, Battepeniti by For Ry o then to it

steomed out and the heppiest, most exhilnrating week of oy
life rad drswn to a c¢lose.

Back to Northampton, I learned I could heve left Buston at
seven end reached Northampton s scon. T swore below my bresth
for I could have had one more hour in London.

4ind there's a brief, insdegquete surmory of those crowded
hours. Soon I shall be back in the room in which I write most
of @y hobby letters. It will never be the same as when I left
1t. Tken the majority of those I had been writing to were but
shedowy figures, now I've met them, and in future ss I write the
room will be one of memcries, end o brighter place tc me.

I have only one regret; circumstences prevanted me seeing
some of those I hoped to sea when I set cut. Whera they are
concerned I sincerely hope it is only = pleasure briefly
postponed.

Maybe I'm & sentimental sort of bloke, but be that as 1t
may, I em not ashemed to confess thet oft times during the week

thera has been » lump in my throst, snd I shall remember
that heppened to me till the very day I die. or e




Frank Richards' Monthly Message
September lst, 1948.

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Many thanks for your letter and the September C,D. The
cover picture secms to me to have come out very well indeed.
R.A . H.Goodyear's article had only one fault -- it should have
been longer. I like hie reminiscences of the old sompositor,
I note my own name smong the suthors who gave him little
trouble with their M5S. But he never knew what he had cscapcd
— for my typescript often resembles a jig—saw puzzle with
interliming and marginsl corrections, in its natursl state —

but I always mede it a rule to re-type any page that was likely
to give the printer undue trouble: so it often heppened that

the most thoroughly “edited” page looks, when the printer
receives it, the cloenest and neatest, as if it hal never been
re—touched at all. Probably the compositor never guessed
that one!

It is very kind of you to say that you are interested in
the hymn, which I hope may materislise next yesr. The title
is the first line; "Help me, O Loxd, to keep Thy holy wayl®
Seversl people have liked it: though of course nc onc should
hope to produce anything so good ss "Abide with Me", or
"Neerer, my God, to Thee", Wo humbler folk must be content to
follow the masters st & respectful distance.

I thought the August number the best thus for: but the
September issue certainly equals it. T begin to lcok for
the C.D, o8 I used to lock for the "Boys of Englend" in 1880.

Vith kind regerds,
Yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS




From My Owmn City

Nostaw,
Stockton Lane,
York.
8th September, 1944
Dear Sir,
ET 8 " t "
24 i W O n?f.""mfé"’é'hﬁ I Stoneents F waDigsps
enough to go inside and ask him for further information. He
very Idndly gsve me & copy, saying he did not think you would
mind, and I mst sey I found 1t onc of the most interesting
periodicels I have read for a long time.

I should like to hear more of it, and would welcome
a chance of a long chat with you on this feacinating subject.
I wonder, therefore, if you would care to come up snd see me
some Sunday efternocon for tee. I could show you a few
Nelson Lees, Boys Friends, Gems and Monster Libraries of my
own if you are interested,

Yours faithfully,
J. P, WQOD.

(Note - I promptly sccepted Mr. Wood's ldind invitetion end
found he had quite a hendsome collection of E.5.Brooks lore,
and he's been interested for 20 yeers, yot wo knew not each
other. But the C,D.'s altered all that. — Ei.)

+ + o+
Tribute from Vsncouver

‘ 3930 W. 35th Aven.,
Vencouver, B,C.,
September 17, 1948.

Dear Mr. Leckenby,

Enclosed fini a money order for 7s.9d. prH ent for
copy of the Collectors! Digent Anmual. MR v

I can't let the ocomsion pass without saying how much
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pleasure I derived from resding your "Stroets of Memories”
erticle in the August issue of the C.D. You'll be interested
to kmow thet I have in my librasry a copy of the very Welkey
book you mentioned, "Kidnapped by Pirstes". It is illustrated
by Paul Hardy, too. '
Regards,
Cordially yours,
PEARD SUTHERLAND.
+ + o+

OID BOYS' BOOK CLUB
The Brighton Meeting

Sundey Scptember 5th was a red letter dey for the Club,
s 1t was the date of our first meeting for two months. Owing
t¢ holidsys, August was deleted from cur programme., Our
lotest and best fixture took place at the home of Mr. John
Robyns, 41 Frier Roesd, Brighton 6, end 2 porty of thirteen
wended its wey from the metropolis, to arrive in Brighton st
11 2.,

Once there, we hal lunch, and a short wender round, then
we boarded the trolley bus which took us to Friear Roed, We
arrived st 3,30, and st 4 o'clock Mr. Robyns cupened the meeting
by reeding e letter of zoed wishes from Frank Richaxds.
Letters were slso read from those unable to sttend, ani other
letters were read out and discussed.

It wes decided to elect & committee consisting of
Chairmen, Secretary and Tressurer. This was socn done. The
committee is as follows:— Chairmen: Mr. L. Packman,
Secretary: Mrs, E. Whiter, Tressurer: Mr. R. Whiter.

The next item on the agends wes that of fixing s monthly
subscription reste, znd sfter some discusaion it was decided
thet members should pey 1/- per month, execpt for September,
when the rate would be 2/-, to cover some sdvertising and
initiel expenses. All members not present were to be
notified, which has since been done, and as Honorsry members
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sccrued, each would be sent bulletins from time to time, giving
full information of Club activities, amd salso informing them

of books for ssle. We 2lso decided to make out a detailed
oatalogue of prices, covering all the books throughout the
years. This will be done over a mumber of meetings. It was
suggested that the secretary should write to Mr. Nosl Coward,
Mr. Charles Hawtry, and Mr. Ian McKay, asking them if they
would honour the Club with their petronsge. This will be
deelt with in the near future. The neame of the Club came up
next, and it wes unsnimously agrced that the present name should
be retained. The Secretery then made sn important announcement
namely, that the BEditor of the C.,D., Mr. Herbert Leckemby, would
be visiting londen the following week, and thet = special
meeting had been called st Eric Fayne's scheol, the Modern Sehool,
Surbiton, for the purpose of as many members of the Club ss
could possibly eome, of meeting our friend Herbert. We then
adjourned for refreshments,

Regarding the refreshments, we were all very ast:unied and
not a little touched to find in the dirdngroom e table laden
with e galexy of cakes and sandwiches, and reposing in the
middle & beautiful big cske covered with pink joing, and a
lovely red rose and the worde: "To the Collectora! Meeting'
inseribed in red icing on the top, All arcund were cut out
figurce of thé cheracters of the books, and on top of the cake
wes Bob Cherry. Mr. Chairman cut the eake, while Messrs. Hall
and Haswell tock photos, and we all thorcughly unjoyed it, A1l
praise goes to Mrs. J. Robyns for that lovely surprise.

After tea, we returned to the mecting room, snd there was
a short bout uf "Bxchange and Mext". As time wes getting on
everyone settled down to the quiz which was won by Mr, M. Hall,
with Mr. M. Hoswell second, snd Mr. L. Packman third. This
was followed by a new idea, a Pictorial Quiz. On priaces of
card, objects snd plctures wure stuck or tied to denote a
charecter, t.e., thoere was a plcture of a Jester denoting
Monty Lowther; this proved very popular, snd was won by
Mrs. J. Packmen, with Mr. L. Packmen and Mr. John Leel joint
second. Third wee Mr. R. Blythe,

The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m., as some hai to catch an
early train, but they missed the “piece de rosistence", which
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we enjoyed as we whiled away the time, before we also caught
our train. This was a showing of one of the episodes of
"The Exploits of Elalne", with Pearl White, on Mr. Robyn's own
projector, and it gave us great entertainment for hslf an hour.

¥We left our kind hosts st spproximately 8.30 p.M., and
returned to London, having enjoyod a really wonderful day.

Those in sttendence st the meeting were: ¥r., Mrs,, and
Miss Paciman, Mr. and Mrs. Keeling, Mr. and Mrs. R, Whiter,
Messrs. B. Whiter, R. Blythe, J. Gesl, Houd R. Haawell,

M. Hell, 2nd lsst but not leaat, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Robyns,

Both the Pictorial Quiz end the Big Quiz wore compiled by the
brothers B. end R, Whiter.

EILEEN WHITER,
Hon. Secretary.

+ + o+

THE OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB

Specicl Meet.

On Sunday September 12th, o specisal meeting was celled at
Mr. Eric Fayne's home, The Modern School, Surbiton, end we worg
very happy indszed to have with us our Editor, Mr. Herbert
Legkenby. The weather wos most inclement, but in spite of
this, elmost all the members turned up, and Mr. Chairmsn
openad the meeting 2% 6 p.m,

The secretsry reed the mlwmutes of the Brighton meeting,
ond they were passed ond duly signedy then seversl gquestions
were brouzht up. One of these, sbout price control, wes
esked by Mr. Foyno, sn? quite e discussion ensued, but the
matter wea soon setiled. Mr. Herbert Leckenby then raised
our old bugbesr, the subject of specialised numbers, It wee
sgreed thet only oddments should be elsssed in this category,
end the next question being on the eataloguing of the broks,
we decided to desl with one per meeting, and sterted with the
Megnet forthwith. The method we adopted wes thet of aplits:
them up, according to the colours om the cover. A point wee
raised by Mr. R. Blythe sbout s difference in price of those
not written by Mr. Richards, but we decided to keep strictly
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to the year, smd not worry sbout that, Our price list is
as follows: Red Megmets, 1908-1915, sccording to conditioni
2/6, 2/- md 1/6. 1916-1917, 1/9 to 1/65 1918-1922, 1/6
o 1/35 1923-1930, 1/3 to.1/~ 1931-1937, /- to 9a.;

1938 to the end, 6d.

This was sgreed umenimously ss well covering the whole
of the run of the Magnet.

We then gave en officlal welcome to Mr. Herbert Leckenby,
and he spoke of the beginning of the Club, and of how it had
wgrown up and prospered". He mentloned the slmost complete
collection of Megnets which Mr. Martin hes obtsined, giving
us the story of how they came to light. Tt was suggested that
the Club should buy the collection outrizht, but this was
found to be impracticeble, Mr. Leckenby also spoke about
his association with the bocks, snd the eventa which led up to
the publishing of the first C.D., snd the resctiona to it by
reoders, He gave his present publication mumber as 130,
though originelly it was 75. (October 140, ed.)

In Teply to questions Mr. leckenby admitted that when cost
of postoges, statiomery, etc. was taken into account, there
was scme loss on the magazine. The meeting was strongly of
the opinion that this should not be ellowed to continue, and
that the price should be incressed to 1/6, as the C.D. wms
well worth it.

Mr. Leckenby replied that whilst he greatly appreciated
the compliment and kindly consideretion, he thought perheps
it would not be wise to increase the price at the present time,
and he wos hopeful that the incressing circulation would
eventunlly wipa out the loss, All present then declared that
gso far as they wore concerned they would as a voluntary
geature pey 1/6 in future end they hoped others would follow
puit.

Mr. Chairmsn replied to Mr. Leckenby ssying how mach we
appreciate our little meonthly "Digest", snd all the work which

is put into the compiling of this interesting and indispensable
feature.

OQur tressurer then geve his finencial report and collested




m

what gubs thot were outstending, end this wea followed by one ox|
two more suggestions. One of these ceme from Mr. Fayne, and
wasd that people like Mr. Chopmsn end Mr. Shields should be asked
to become patrons. The badge wae discussed, and a design which
had been effected by Mr. R. Whiter was shown round. It wes leff
to bim, as treasurer, to write to contects which he has of this
neture and find out an estimate.

The next meeting wes fired for Sunday October 3rd st
27 Archiale Roed, Bast Dulwich, S.E. 22, the home of Mr. L. PecI

men, cur Chairmsn. Mr. Packmen seid that he had the use of »

hall nearby which would serve our purpose very well snd suggest
that the meeting should begin at 6 p.m., though members should
arrive ebout 5.30 p.uw. or a little before, while for long dis-
tence people, his house would be open from 2 p.m.

Mr. C. Wright seid that he would like t¢ offer his home to
go on the rote in the New Year, a suggestion which we welcomed
heartily. .

Mr. Fayne spologised sbout the dimer, ssying that it wes
impossible at this time owing to the presence of the "British
Workmen", but thet he would like very much to heve & really gramd
Christmss Party inateed. Everyone wss highly plessed with thiq
suggestion, and it wes left to Mr. Fayne to make the necossary
srrangements, end then get in touch with the secretsry.

The meeting closed st 8 p.m., and the ovening was rounded
off with refreshments snd "awops® among the members, with a bit
of "Merit" as well.

Those in sttendence were Madem, Miss Smellpage snd
Mrs. Hollook, Mr., end Mra. R. Whiter, and Mrssrs. L. Packman,
J. Geel, B. Whiter, J. Robyns, E. Fayne, R end M. Haswell,

M. Hall, C. Wright, H. Lockenby, V. Pege, R, Blythe end

C.J. Perrct. EILEEN WAITER, (Hon. Secretery)

NOTE: With reference to the question of price raised st the
meeting, I hardly knew what to say in reply, for how can one
adequately express ene's spprecistion to fellows who sct like
that? I thought, though, that es money is not so plentiful
o8 it was, there msy be same who felt they could mot Pay moTe.
Therefora, officislly, the price is still 1/1 and no one will
be thought ony less about if they continue to pay thet
smount, - Ed.)
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The Nelson Jee Column

Conducted by Hobert Blytke,
81 Alsen Roed, Holloway, Iondon, N.7.

In a very interesting letter Len Allsn of Sheffield gives
the following information: -

"The creator of Nelson Lee, Maxwell Scott, first introduced
Nipper into his storles in 1903; the yarn was entitled
"Nelson Lee's Pupil" and ran in the "Boys! Hereld", starting in
No.2. HNipper was discovered by lLee carning o precarious living
selling matches in the streets of London. After meny exciting
edventures, Lec csteblished the faet thet Ripper was heir to an
estate valued at nearly helf s mllion, (Scott was alwaye lavi:
with the sums of money involved) and thet his baptismal name wa
Richard Bam¥lton. As the lad hed no relatives Lec was appoint
his guardien and arrsnged for him to attend St. Ninisn's Colle,
on the South coest of Sussex. His adventures there sre desa -
oribed in another "Hcreld" serial - "Nippor's Schooldays" which
eppeared in ¥904. THis chum, a dude type, wes the Honm, Moi.physL
Blackett-Bruce, who wes probebly the insniration for E.5.Brooke?
character. Tregellis West., When Brookes introduced Ninper's
real name he made nc explenstion snd was aspparently willing to
let tho old Scott yarn cover the matter, Haturally many
readers made enquiries but the author skilfully sideastepped :
ewkward questions by stating the affeir had too wany unpleasent
memorics for Wipper's pesse of mind."

He also adds the following note:— "Pirst came across the
details on reading the "Boys' Hurald" No. 73, dated Dec. 17¢h,
1904, a yarn by Mexwell Scott entitled "Nipper's Schaoldaye,"
The preeeding story covering the effair anpeared zs s gserial in
preceding numbers 1902/3 - title self-explanatory — "Nelscn Lee's
Pupil”. On checking through the "Boy's Friend" 1st series I
now find that both stories anpeared wnder their originsl titles,
a8 No. 19 (F.L. Pupil) snd No. 171.
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Now for L.P's query as to the numbers of the NW.L. containin
stories of the "Groen Triangle". (My remarks last month regardinﬁ
various stories appearing in later years also apply to the "Gre
Triengle" 0.8. 23, 25, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 36, 37, 38, 41, 44,
47, 50, 53, 78, 484. L.P. has also suggcsted that s history of
the N,L. woul:! be welcomed by collectors. Well, it would be =
long job, involving quite a lot of resesrch ani writing wp.

O G

Zhe Chapel, st frank's College

Witk Aacient House & Clock Tower in backgrouad.)
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I am preporsd to tacklo it, however, only if T fuel thet the
mejority of N,L. Supporters feel that they would like to reedi -
such a history. Perheps you woull drop me a line letting me
¥now what you think of the idee, Another thing I'd like your
opinion of is the sccompanying sketch of St. Franks. Our
eddtor has agreed to print a serios of them and personslly, I
thought it wes & good idea. However, I reccived from a resder
gome friendly criticism tc the effect thet geod as the skotch
was he'd profer to see the space tsken up by words. How do you
all fecl sbout it. Majority decides!

I think thot there's just space for the noxt 10 titles,
No. 41, The Buried Invention; 42, The Great Will Forgery;
43, The Robbvery of Pon:lers Banky 44, The Doctor's Racchorse;
45, The Forged Merriage Lincs; 46, The Last of the Genghis:
47, The Ship of Doom; 48, 'hen Rogues Fall Outy 49, The Forged
War Orderss 50, The Greet Club Mystery.

(Note - We discussed the question of a history of the
tNelgon Lee" st the meeting, As Bob says, it will require s
lot of research, snd it will not be possible to have it in time
for this year's Annual.. Hewever, I urged him to go sheed and
we would make it a star festure for next yeer's.

Yes, we are
already thinkdng of No. 3. — Ed.)

WANTED: Ccllectors' Digest 1 - 11 inclusive, 14, 15, and 17.
1100 Nelson Lee's, 1st large series, and Monster Library, all
mubers, John Gurn, Milton's Head Hotel, Nottingham.

WANTED: E=arly Issues of Gum Hegnet, Pluck, Dresodnowght. A few
Magnots and Gems for disposal, anl Rel-covered Magmets for
oxchenge unly. Eric Fayme, 23 Grove Road, Surbiton, Surroy.

WANTED: Al’inc Publicrtions, Dick Turpins, Claude Duvals, etc.
. I, lLandy, 4 Nuneaton Road, Degenhem, Essex.

WANTED TO EXCHANGE: Bluc—govered Gems in good condition for
Red-Covered Megnets. T. G, Sstchell, 84 Ankerdine Crescent,
Shcoterts Hill, lLondon 5,E. 18. i

HAVE ¥OU SENT IN YOUR QUESTIONNATRE YRT?
“E SHOUTDE'T LIKE TO MISS YOU FROM THE WEO'S WHO.
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THE HEMARKABLE STORY OF A
COLLECTION

By the Editor

In our last issue thore eppeered a last mimute per stating
a nesrly complete collection of Megnets might become svailsble
to our cirele, ‘e could not say more, for it was then only e
possibility. Now I am plessed to say it is a feot, thanks to
the enterprising Bill Martin with his persistent advertising.

Now therc's o very interesting story behind this deal, ond
this is tle wey of it. The collection belonged tc an o0ld
seenan now desd whe hed been an enthusisstic sdmirer of the
Magnet over since it's stort, and who had, despite his voyages
over the Seven Seas, succecded in bullding up on ~lmost complet
collecticn, meny of the coples belng picked up in all sorts of
corners of the world.

Some time age his exeoutors saw one of Bi1l's adverts, got
in tcuch with him, end after some negotistions terms were egreed
upon. I cen vouch for the fact that the executors were quite
awerc that Magnets were valusble papers to have in one's
possession thesc deys, snd the cheque they handled was a sub—
stentiel one.

And therc was scmething else about the trensection which
intereeted me vastly. Bill Mertin hes on more than one
occasion advertised in pepers with hmge seles, like the Tondon
Ster, and gut not a single reply of eny consequence, yet this
deel ceme off as o result of rn sdvert. in an obscure county
peper with an insignificsnt circulation. Well, diin't I ssy
sume time ego that advertising for ol boys' papers was o sheer
gemble, beat left to those willing to have s go end prepared
to drop & packet.

Anywey, one cf the highlights of my London trip wes a :.
morning et Bill Martin's with those etecks of Mognets before me
Some 1500 of them inclwling a good proportion of the coveted

Ted coveral Actually, the collection would have been a comple
one hed it not happened thet some of the earliecst numbers had

e

been stored in a different place snd unfortunstely suffered




from the ravages of time. However, those in Bill's
possession are in quite good eondition,

Well, that's how the treasure trove sesiled into our pool,sn|

you who are lucky enough to get a shere, just gj_u@ 8 thought to
an 0ld sallor who loved the Msgnet and sought for them in sall
gorts of places when he sailed the seas.

—000————

PREFECTS OF GREYFRIARS

by T. W, Puckrin

The big public schools of bygone days have been renowned,

1 justly so, for their school boy heroes. Thomas Hughes,
the author of "Tom Brown's Schooldays", set & fashion in
achoolboy herces, which hag persisted to the present sy,
Talbot Baines Reed followed on and popularised a *fheme which
seemingly will never grow old. And finally, Frank Richards,
happily s%ill with us, hes created a schoolboy froternity which
will last as long as schoolboys themselves. Spealdng of
achoolboys, cne naturally thinks of the masters who tesch them.
But there is another cless of schoolboy which hardly gets the
credit it deserves. I refer to the prefeets, the noncommis-
sicned officers of the great public schoels. Tn his immortel
classic, Thomrs Hughes makes Dr. Armold lay special stress upon
the influencs exerted by the seniors of the school. This
influence could be, esnd often was. brought to besr on the Wron:
side. Prefects who enciuraged bullying snd goambling were the
causes of a good desl of curruption. It wes Dr. Arnold who
saw this so clearly thet he would hove no boy in his school who
told 2 lie. Prefcets were the naturel link between mesters
and boys, znd good prefects mede for good boys. In the
Greyfrisrs Stories, the prefects played & prominent pert, It
is the intantion of the author of this article to desl with thos
prefects who were outstanding in this respect. Wingate, Captaii
of the School and Huad prefeet neturaily comes to one's mnind.
It was Wingate who received Mark Linley, the Lancsshire lsd, on
his first appesrance et Greyfriars. 011 reelers of the
"Magnet" will remember Wingste Minor, .the ycungex brother of the

wr
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populer prefect. Wingstc Minor turned out to bo the very
opposite to his elder brother, pub hsunting sni card playing belpg
one of his many accomplishments. The "Femous Five" were pressefl
into service to reclaim the weywsrd youth from the primose path
of delliance. They made an interesting series of stories,
though the theme wore a little thin with conatsnt repetition.
A mighty men with the willow, Wingate figures in the usual
sporting rivelry with "Rookwood", St. Tom's sn? other public
schools that sppeared from time to time.

Speaking of Wingste brings one by eassy stages to Gerald
Loder, "the Sixth Form bal hat". The number of times "the
Sportsman of the Sixth" hes just missed-the "chopper" must equal
those of Vernon Smith, the "Bounder of Greyfriers". The number
of "fivers" Loler has risked on "Bonny Boy" for thc "Swindlem
Hondicap” would elmost be sufficient to pey off the Netionsl
Debt. But Loder never learned by experience, and must have

been & horn of plenty to Messrs., Cobb snd Banks of the "Green Map".

Loder ceme into conflict with Wingste slmeost ns often es he 1i4
with Herry Wharton end Co. His chief embition was to become
ceptain of Greyfriars, and in time he succeeded. PBut Loder's
Gestapo methods went down bndly with the cheerful Removites, and
his sttempts to humiliete his fellen rival socon brought ebout hib
own downfsll. In the numerous rebellions which were = stock
fuature of the "Megnet", Loler wrs slways to be founl on the side
of the tyrenmnical Form master whose business was to bring the
Remove to heel, This wes snother theme which never feiled
Frank Richarda snd it was this cless of story in which he epperrpd
ot his best. I om bound to confess I elways liked them and the
ingendous way in which Frank Richerds rang the different chonges
on o well worn themes. Like Billy Bunter, Loder wes s thoroughly
detesteble charecter, snd like Punter, Greyfriars would not have
been the seme without him. Loder elweys mansged to evede the
"asck", his luck wes proverbial. Arthur Carne, his study mete,
waa £ lesser edition of Loder and plsyed "Cassio" to "Ingo",.®
Carne lacked Loder's subition and stremgth of mind. It wee his
fete alwoys tc plsy the less@r scoundrel, Of Stephen Gwynne
little cen be seid except that he wes Wingste's study mrte. Onel
hes to go back a number of years to find en instence of ¢ Sixth
Form prefect getting the sack. Corberry was the culprit, but I|
cennot remember the circumstences unier which it tcok ploce.

% 5ee "Othello, the Moor of Venlce",
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Golng further back still, very old resders will. remcmber
"Ionides" the Greck Sixth Former. "Ionides", a danly in dress,
was mach sddicted to sconts snd pomsdes. I have alresdy made
referonce to his clash with the "Femous Pive" in a former
srticle. 5o there is mo need to labour this point over again.
Ivnides soon venished from the precincts of Greyfriars, and
there were none to lament his passing. The Sixth Form prefects
with thelr "esh-plants" end their Greek plays have played their
parts on the Greyfriars stege. Ahd no mesn part either. It
was Euclid the mathemsticisn who said that the "whole wes
greater than the part". %The prefects of "Greyfriars" hove
ployed no mesn part in the "Greyfriars" anthology. In view of
Frank Richsrds' latest venture into the fields of literature,

it is = part that will be looked furward to with interest by
the writer of the present srticle.

—c0o

FOR SALE: N.L.L. 542-549 (complete Ezra Quirke set) £1;
N.L.L. 137 - 139 (1928) "Return of Fara Quirke" {complete set)

5%~3 N.L.L. 72 — 75 (1927} Alsn Castleton serie: lete set
6&—; N.L.L. 118, 120, 122? 123, 135, 135 (a1 ep{comlote wet)

condition) 10/63; GEMS, 1022, 1023, 1024, 3/—; Holidey Annuals
1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, £4. OR THE LOT £6. L. Vosper,
13 Kinlet Hoad, S,.E.18.

THE ANNUAL. Just rececived by Air Meil from Caneds —
"Greyfriers Removites. How They Arrive? nt the School™, by
W. H. Gender. Great stuff.

Auturm's In! But is Your Questionnaire?
Advertise in the “Anmusl"., 24. word.

Do You Want the Bunter Books?
We Heve Some Order Forms.

Have You Ordered Your Anmal Yot?
You’ll be Soryy if You Mss 1t,




THE ROUND TABLE

Heny thanks to those who wrote last month aaying how they
enjoyed the extra long festure "I Visit Bsker Street Again”.
It is good to know that this kind of {tem is apprecisted end I
think that it makes s welcome chenge from the more informative
Idnd of erticle. This month I am including two articles by
members of our Blake clrcle who hsve provel themsclves srient
fens during the lest couple of yesrs and I think you will sgree
with me thet they have once »goin given us “the goods". The
orticle by Rex Dolphin, "Sexton Blake and the Supernatural™
strikes an entirely new note and ss he himself seys, it shows ug
yet another engle of the complex cheracter whom we love so well
The second item "Known In Other Fiolds" sgain shows that John
Gocher spends e lot of his time on resesrch, snd although it may
not bo @ completely "Blakisn" article, it will give restera n fg
interesting sidelights on some of the populer puthors who have
contributed te the Blske field,

I mst not tekeup £ lot of spece this month, for we MOUST
meke room for the interesting story of my co-editor's rocent
tour, which will interest you Sexton Blake fans as much es anycge
else. So I will close with the hope that you will have enjoyeq
this issue snd thet yom will let me know your views on the
contents of Blekiena., I want bouquets snd criticisms, emd I
olsc want more snd more erticles, Next month I hope to contimje
(if not conclude) the story of Dr. Satirn. H, M. BOED.

€
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SEXTON BLAKE AND 1{E SUPERNATURAL

by Rex Dolphin

The supernatursl is normally out of place in s detective
story; if it existe there it has to be finally explained eway
in terms of logic and materislism, in other words, it must be
proved to be faking,

So, most ceses where Sexton Blske has been up against
"supernatursl" phonemena have been resolved along those lines.
After all, e detective 1s a hard-hesded practicel men, not
addicted to superstitious beliefs.

All thes more surprising, therefore, that there shoull be,
in Blake history, four outstending stories of the supernaturel i
which the menifestsations sre not expleined awsy. And Blske
himself is uneble to explain them except in terms of maglc. Inl
every one of these stories, morecver, Blake is credited with a
Imowledge snd study of the occult.

First is "Union Jack™ No. 1111, "The House of the Horoscope
by Gilbert Chester. This is in effect en ingeniously contrived
story of hliden treesure, 21l the events being bssed on astrolog,
To solve the cape, Sexton Elake has to cest a horoscope!

Chester himself ssys, in a "Detcvetive Supplement” erticle i
the same issue:

"It may be thought strenge thst in my story I have
made Sexton Bleke, the modern, shrewd, hard hes’vd
detective, conversant with aatrology.... More
remarksble that I should have made him resort to
it &8 & mesms of solving the mystery.... Blake'a
conduct waa neither so extraoriinery nor so far
fetched as might at first sight sppear "

He goes on to say thet a Jmowledge of sstrology and other
occult sciences is necessary to o deteotive whose job 1t may be
to expose frauds rnd trickery based upont the said sciences:

""Consequently, for this remson #lone, a detective

would tske care to smcquire et lesst & suporficisl
working knowledge of the art. Moreover, since

u

n
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the signe an! symbols in astrology, together with
most of the methemsticsl calculations employed in
creating a horoscope, are also emiloyed in naviga-
tion, a highly educated and well informe! men such
as Sarton Blske would start equipped et the outset
with much information relative to ster-resling."

The second of these queer stories is also by Gllbert Chestep.
"Union J“k"-rg:. iJ.:ifl)o. "Fear!l™ (later rvp:’itgtedfin "]Jetact:g: &
We - 8 is rea 8 or @ 8|
Cy AP K o fhy o L Sl g N
e poltergeist, Black Magic cperatel by an Africsn witch-doctor
g1l combine to strike terror into the resder, anl the characters
even unto Blake himself. And the fact that part of it is
expleined by trickery somehow leeves & finel effect more
chilling than if nothing had been explained.

Another poltergeist is wp to his trdcks in "Union Jaek"
Bu. 1245, "The Haunted Hotel Mystery" (also leter reprinted in
“The Sexton Blake Libtrery" as one story of s two-story issue).
This yorn is mainly concerned with smggling but hes several - |1
genuine supernatural moments, and a most offective supcrnetursl
ending, with Blake ogein showing some messure of credulity.
Anthony Skene wrote this one.

But the best ernctural story of all is George Hemilton
Teed's mrhg Victim of Black Megic® "The Suxton Blake Library|
2nd Sories No. 134. Thic is one of my favourite stories in #1]
Blekisne. Strange, becsuse I am sbsclutoly unbelieving of such
metters. This yern could essily rank with the finest occult
stories ever written., It is s tsle of Huxton Rymer snd Mery
Tront, with Rymor prootising the Black Art, of s dying msn whosg
body is entercd by the epirit of en evil Hindu bleck magicien,
of 8 glgentic white owl which cerries & man's scul from India ig

& lonsly place in the West of Engleml. In retrcspect, almoat
leugheble in its incredibility, yet, etart resling it end its
spoll gripe you. I tell you, when I res:! this story twenty
yoars egu my flesh erept. I lived in o lonely psrt of the
country; with brooding woods and the hight full of strenge
sounds, Scon sfter yeniing the story I saw in the weods » huge
white bird of an wnknown species. Today I picked the story wp
sgein., No longer does it terrify, but it certainly still
fegcinstes.
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And in this staxy Mr. Teed tolls ws definitely thet
Sexton Blske was 5 student of the sesmlt, that he had Hwed in
Tibet a5 sn ascetic and bed studisl the most ebstruse pheses of
black and white c. Hiuke wns » meslher of one of theso
Mndu cultz (Yoge?), had teloee part im meoy psychic demomntratiods
and bad sctuslly witnesasd » Mapley of levitrtion.

And so the eddition of yet mmothear mppoct of Sextom Hske's
meny-sided character is twawsht 4o Iight — m espect thet comot
‘Ye ignored os the three suthers omomme? are apong the elite
of Bleke writars.

—————

KOI0UR TN DTHRR PRIS
John ¥. Gocher

{Author's Note — The authors membicmed in this srticle sre 223
ropresented in the Second Gmrias of the Sexton Blake Iftwary.
I cennot call the list complote but here is the result of my
researches.)

During the lest few months I have become incressingly
interested in discovering detsils sbout the suthors who wrote
Sexton Blnke stories in the seownd serfes of the Iibrery and I
hawe, efter considexsble investigetion, begun to draw up & cle
pletura of these suthors' other Iiterary sctivities ontside the
reglms of the Amalgamsted Press. T present here some of the I
éisooverad,

George Hamilton Teed, who wrote the first title in thie
series, wrote sovarsl atories which were published by Messrs,
Wright & Brown. Chlefmugsthinaﬂurtu-—mnhl‘lminthn
Detective Weekly - was the Shadow Crook which, of late, haw becn
republished in the Mellifont Press Library. inother wrellent
book by this suthor wes "Eiller Abroad”, & reslly exeiting staxy.

Plerre Quiroule, taillisnt erostor of Cranito Crant and
Mre. Julie, is well imown under the name of W. ¥. Sayer, his
correct neme. (Only this year Wright & Brown have publiched his
latest novel, s pleasssmt 1ittle work entitled "Mine Sinister Hosit
which 18 reslly more of a fentesy thmn a thriller. 7w yoars
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previously, he published "The Nemesis Club®. Gwyn Evens noeda
no comment from me, seve that he Woe one of the most brillisnt
writers of detective stories whom thie country hes even known.

i few days ago I chanced to see a ninepenny thriller
entitled "The Ripper Returns" upon the counter of my newssgent
an¢, glencing #t it, folt r thrill of plessure when I noticed
thet the suthor woe finthony Skeme. It wes 2 tremendous story,
much beiter them the mejority of nine nnd sixpenny novels which
ome buye to-dsy. Skeffington's have published severel of Skene
novcle, chief amongst them belng "Grllows Mley”, 'Monsicur
Zenith", "The Mesks" (seriolised in the Detective Weekly mder
the title "The Book of Doom" and "Five Dead Men",

E.S.Brooks nceds no commeent either, nor does A. Symonds, or

Berry Iymdon, better known to us as Alfred Elger, but to thestret

goers by his firat mentioned name rs the telented ruthor of

"the Lmezing Doctor Clitterhouse'. Richerd Goyme is still
writing for the Rutchineen Group, while Domsld Stuert's brilliang
is well known to resdors of Sexton Bloke stories. W,J.Ellictt,
famed for but one title in this series, hos a long list of
successes to his eredit.  Messrs, Gorsld Swen Lt heve publisheq
at leest thirty of his novels rrenging from Americen crime stordie
usu:lly with » strong sex interest) tc historicel romences, and
hicrbert Jenkins published several of his stories in the nincteen
thirtics. :

hichord Essex who, t. my knowlerdge, wrote but one Sexton
Bleke, "The Crovk of Cranford Cuurt (256), wrote his Lessiter
stories for Jenkins, one of which hes recently been republished
in their now 5/6\‘1 series, and Steeey Blike wos not exeetly
inective in the reslms of bound fietion. Hex Harlinge wrotws
severel mystoerics under the nome of "Cepstrn" for Wright & Brown

onl, elsc, for the Mellifont Prese rmd Ledbroke Bleck, Michrel
Picle enl L.C.D. uthwnite cormet be celled unknown,

Purheps the must fomous of Sexton Blake euthors in other
fields — slthough he has never been e feveurite of mine - wes
Jchn G.Brenden whe hes s tremendous list of successes entitled
"B for Murder". I silmit this mystifies mc, ns I wes under the
impression thet Brandon hod joined the Great #Mrjority.

T.C.Dridges wee not metive in Sexton Blake circles, but h.
wrote dczens of novels, mystery and romsmeo, fir othor markota.

pE

w

. Mouriee B. Dix, Gecrge Dilmot, C. Vernon Frost, John Creesey
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ol John Hmter have all written many nevele for other marksts, |
pix for Werd, Lock Ltd, and Rohert Tale Ltl., Gzorge Dilnot
for M¥essra, Geolfruy Hles, Cresscy for John Ionir el John Hunter
for Cessclls using that neme, and for Hurst & Plrckatt a8
pater Merdton. (A now book hy this suthor entitled "Plunder”,
featuring Coptein Dack, will scon he putlished.

Gerald bowmar:, ox~R,.F. officer, editor of coms megezines
for the 4.P.Lid., has recontly hal n book publishel by
werner Leuire, "Fattern in Polson Iwy", a tremendous story
ahich is fully in keeping with thst excellent story of hls
oh Devil's O (584). Antbony Parsons, tou, has written
serersl titles, his latest belng "Dusath on the MNall" for
Mensra. Wright & Bromi Ltd.

There mast be memy other suthors who have written fir
publishers, but I hove o recort obf thelr sterios. It Becms
extrerely stronge to me that there is no reeors :
putting]%tgﬂﬁggby Gilba'th Chester, Murray grrayéx,k‘;grﬁgimhu
Jordine, Allen Blair, Coutts Brishanc. and Walter Wbwnrda on
the market, but there is slweys the possibility that these
mithurs and neoy othors wrotc unler other names rmd 413 we
but know the cormection, we should he sstoumled.

— 141

NEWS:

Kennoth Brooks atiended London heeting on 51d.
Gove tnterteining review of his work for the old
peapers.

Bester suggesivd for the first Annual heoting
in London.

W ANTED:

Gems 1916-17. Will exchange for kagnets.
L.Packmen, 27, frchdale Road, Bast Dulwish, S.E.22.




