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C/o Central Registry, Northern Command, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CEATR

4n Importent Event:- Since cur last issue something has

happened of resl interest to all eollectors of old boys' bocks +

the publishin; of “Boys Will Be Boys" by E. S. Turner. Incid
tally, this ie the book referred to in our No. 19 under the tit
"The Permy Blood". Thot was to have been the name for it but
has been changed since that issue appesred, snd we have s s
ides we know why, The suthors'note st the begimming of the
book maybe will give you a clus.

However, we are devoting & good desl of epsce to the book
in this issue for two ressoms. Firstly, it is of sbaorbing
interest to all rwaders of the C.D., whetever their particuler
favourites, for they sre all dealt with. Secondly, &nd even
more important, because of the wey it has been received by the
press, ¥han it is recommended by the Book Society, when
serious papers 1iks the "Sundsy Times™ and the "Observer”
festure it promipently, to ssy nothing of s host of other Sund
naticnal and prowimcia) pepers, it is somothing of no 1little
oignificsnce, in' these days when newspoper space is so precious

o &
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Moreover, almostsdl these papers proised it highly, end
gentlemen of the Fourth Estate (with the posaible exception of
AA, Milne in the Sunday Times) all admitted they hed been avid
veaders of the pepers in their youth, and now found real enjoy-
ment in the recalling of them, Thus we can claim that the
subjects of our hobby gets at long last a real’plece in the sun.
Collectors have oftaen told me that they used to be s little bash-
ful ebout edmitting they were interested in the pspers they reed
es boys. I used to think that wey too; I had an jdea I had s
hobby almost to myself. Needless to ssy, I think that no longey,
not likely, with my moil bdeg, and o certsin holiday still fresh
in my mind. No, there is no need to be shy, thore's no reeson
why we shouldn't proclaim our devotion to the papers of our youth
from the house tops if we want to. '

Well, at the time of writing this I have only had the book
for a few hours, but sufficiently long tc see th~t Mr. Turner
has made o grend job of it. He is slightly ircnic in places,
and I don't suppose wo shall ever have him in our rsnks as a
gerious collector, nevertheless, he has evidently thought the
subjaot of sufficient importence to make necessary several monthsg
of busy research, and I know what that means. It is gretifying
tc note tuo that he has mede 2 study of our collectors' megezined
he mentions some of them on page 18, and we seem to heve provided
hin with » few useful parsgrephs. Fur irtence, he seys "Onc
resesrcher spent many monthe during the eerly pers of the war in
exemining the school storics of the Gem snd ! agnot, nnd deter-
mining which were written by Charles Hemiltc , and which were not
e feat of literery rescerch which may yet ruceive wider recogni-
tion", Well, we all know thet wes John Shaw, don't we? And wo
hope the latier part of Mr. Turner's comment will come true.

Then I was amused to note that in the chapter on the Gem andl
Magnet he quotes extensively from that St. Jim'g story "Figgy's
Polly", for it brought back recollections of some criticiem I
made sbout 1t in the C.M. — end of the friendly difference of
opinion with John Shew which followed. Did my ‘tomments ostch
Mr, Turner's eye, and make him think that some quotes from that
umsual story would make good copy? I hope so.

Further, in the Sexton Blake chapter Mr, Tuxrner twice quotes
Rexr Cox's well remembered “Sexton Blake's File™ §n "Seturdsy Bookt
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end there are other items here snd there whigh strikc a ferdliar
note. Yes, I think we cen ssy we holped s little.

Phare ore a few errors, it would be strange if there wore
not in & book of that length, snd with 211 the difficulties of
rasearch. On page 125, The Green Triengle is quoted among
Sexton Blako's opponents. Meesrs. Dlythe, Simpaon, & couple of
coocke, snd a few other faithful Reeites will know the right
gngwer to that ome; also that the Red Terrour shculd be the
@ircle of Terror, and thet Lee, not Bleke, was st grips there
also. :

On psge 108, reviewing the 4d. Umion Jack, it is ststed thaj
after 100 numbers the megezine wes devoted to Sexton Elske
exclusively, tut thet didn't ccour of course, until the advent
of the penny series ten years later.

On the next page The Penmy Pictoriel ls referred to where,
obvicusly, it should heve been the Penny Populor.

Then on page 110 it is atated the Boya' Leeder was s com-
ponion of the Boys' Friend, Boye' Realm ong Boys' Hersld. If
Mr. Turner meens s stsble compenion, I am efrsid Hamilton Edwerd
will be turning in his greve. For, weck after week, month aft
month he solemmly warned "his boys” that he wes editor of only
three. The Boys' Leoder came from the House of Pesrson, and
when after s Tun of two yeers it died, Hemilton Edwexrds ecould
not resist o parting gibe.

Purther, on psge 178, commenting on the invasion storias,
efter mentioning seversl, he says "Britein Inveded", emd "Brit
et Bay" yam as end of the bock serisls in very short imstslment
emd edds, "The impressicn given perheps wrongly, woe thet here
the editor wes printing only because he had to". Heré he wes
referring to the "Marvel¥ for he ssys A.S. Herdy's boxing stori
end Jeck, Sam end Pete had pride of plsce. Dut strangely
in view of Mr. Turner's thoroughmess he has overlooked the fsot
thet "Britain Invaded", "Britein at Bsy” snd "Britsin's R
first eppeered in the "Boys' Friend" starting in 1306, hed nearly
elways the front poge, had very lomg instolments, end that the
thres stories combined ram for two yeers. They were the most
femous of the invesion stories. Moreover, besides being
lished in the "Marvel" they alsc sppesred in the "Gem".
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Then in the Sexton Bleke chspter it 1s stated that
"Hayry Blyth" was probably @ pen name of Hal Meredeth's. Aetual]q
it was the other wsy sbout,

And here's something of interest o Familton fans, On
page 207 Mr. Turner, commenting on the style of the Magnei-Gem
stories says "A typical exclemation passage in this description
of the punishment of Cardew of St. Jim's". He then goea on to
quote nineteen one-line peregrsphs, some of which are:-

Cardew struggled furiously.

Leviscn and Clive lcoked on grimly.

Cardew had asked for it, and he wes getting it now.
There wos no mistake about that.

Now I am prepared to gemble, and I am sure John Shaw will
support me, thet thet wes not typleal of Charles Hemilton at all,
He must have been on holidsy or scmething at the time, and that
particulsr story written by one of what we call the substitutes,
duds, or imitsetors.

However, a6 I have ssid, the errors =md miaconceptions are
very few in e book with so much in it,

And now read {(if you haven't alresdy done so) J.V.B.:m
Hunter's review on snother page. For a lucid knowlsdgeable
eriticism on the beok I am sure you will agree it equels

which has appeared in print.

-+ F

Visitors: A few weeks ago, Harry Dowler, my first hobby friend}
opanf a8 short week~end in York. We had not seen esch other for
four yeers. Harry's achool yeears were almost identicel with minej}
his were spemt in Manchester and mine in York, He was keen on
the Boys' Friand, and its cumpanions, so was I, He ferretted out
information sbout the suthors - that Henry St. John wes slso
Mebel St. John; that David Goodwin and John Tregellis were one
and the seme, and 80 on, So did I.. But forty yeare passed
before we compared notebooks. Theanks to Collectors Who's Who'e,
ccllector's magazines and meetings, we arrange things better now
emcng those who heve 8o mmch in common, Needless to say, Herry
end I made the most of cur time together.

Then vn Sunday, the 10th, T had a surprise visit from
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Arthur Hsrris of Llendudno. He was scoompenied by Mrs. Hsrris,
It wes our first meeting. Arthmar Harrds, of course, possessas
the largest colleqtion of emateur msgezines in the comntry -
over 8000 of them. He is alsc the lucky owmer of 2000 comics.
On the Tuesdgy Mr. and Mrs. Herrie went over to Scerborough
where they spant an hour or twe with that grest friend of our
oircle, Mr. R.i.H, Gocdyesz.

They're red letter deys for me these meetings in my
netive olty. Thst there mey be more in the nesr future is the
heertiest wish of

Ycure sincerely,
HEHBEIT LIECKENBY.

WANTED:  Champions, Triwmphs, Champion Iibrsries, Rockst,
Pluck (1923-) end Young Britain., Also Anmunls. Plesse state
price required. John W. Gocher, Junr., Victoria Cottsge,
Constitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk.

WANTEDL Copies of "Yorkshire Evening Post" August 2Tth to
September 3rd, 1937. R. A, Hudson, 5 Thyoatls How, Middletom,
' Leeds, 10. .

WANTED: ©Eoys! Friend Threepermy Libreries, perticularly
Martin Clifford, Clark Hook, Sexton Blskes, M¥ognets Nos, 1 snd
2 only. Chume Bound Anmuole, Vols. 3, 4, and 8, - F. Osborm,
24 Herpur Street, Bedford.

OLD BOYS BOOK BIUB: Collectora! ‘Why Not Joint If you cen'{
attend meetings be 2 Postal Membor, Mra, Bileen Whiter,
706 Lordship fene, Wood Creen, London, NW.22,

VANYED:  Barfly Issues of Gem, Magnet, Pluck, Dresdncught.
& fow Magnets and Qaoms for dispossl, and Red-coverad Megnots
for exchange only. Eric Fayne, 23 Grove Rosd, Sarbiton,

#: Aldine Publications, Dick Turpins, Clsude Duvals, etol
E. R. Lendy, 4 Wuneston Road, Dagenhsm, Esaex.
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", vess. AND GIVE ME YESTERDAY"

By J.V.B. Stewart Hunter

There wat a chayscter in one of the melodrames of my youth
whose passionste request to the Almighty wes to "Turn back Thy
Universe and give me Yesterdeyi" Mr, E. S. Turner, in this
entrencing book, {ROYS WILL DE BOYS - E.S. Twmer: Michael Josep):
10/6), gives back to 81l of us, however far awsy these yesterdayy
may be, the long, henpy hours of our boyhood.

1 confess to onendng the volume with e feeling of trepida-
ticn. “ihat would the style be — the lsboured facetious; the
pcliticu-sooivloriesl & la Orwell and Disher; the wninspired
entalogue, or, (perhsps worst horror of s1l) the uncritical herot
worship. I need not have feared. Mr. Tuwrner hes s wide
knowledge, not only of his subject, but salsc of what has slready
been writtenr on 1t. His style is clear aml objective, only =
short-sentence comment at times betrays thet he is on the side
of the sngels —— a delicious exsmple is where, after describing
& mciern version of SYEENEY TODD which elimimates the esmnibsliss
tic pie-shop theme, he ssys: "A good companion tc this work

sucidng omitted."

The opening chepter, GOTHIC HANGOVER. is devcted to the
populer fiction of the eerly nineteenth gentury with its 'spectrg
gliding in a green phosphorescence, hege picking over the bonee
of charnel houses, desthshends in closets, helrs to grest cstateg
cheined in dungeons, forests. stuffed with rcbbers and werewolves
graves crosking open in the moonlight to let the vempires out.'
It is extremely well done, but 47 peges (12 of which are devoted
to SWEENEY TODD} allew us only e glimmse of that toeming sub-
litersture of the eerly Victorismn era. The neer—genius cf
Prest is recognised, but the considersble influence of Reynolis
and Egen receives only brief mention, amd there is no mention
of Frost and Lindridge. The preface says, tantslisingly, 'I%
would have been easy to fill this volume with an account cf the
Victorian penny dresdfuls =lone, The temptetion hes been
resisted....' Here is one reeder who hopes thet Mr. Turner,
remembering the views of Oscer Wilde on femptotion, will one
| day xive us thet volume,

would heve been ths story of Dracula with 211 references to blcoj—

PR
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HOGUES AND VAGABONDS carriea the story onwsrds through the
highweymen znd rcbber ers of Herrison end Lea, tut with three
whole pages devoted to the puerilities of CHARLES PEACE, surely
- the super-bloods cof the Newssgemta Publishing Compary deserved
some spsce. And where is BLUESKIN ond EDITH THE CAPTIVE.

The cdd schools amd scholars — and even odder schoolmnatens -
of the Brett and Emmett publicetions are covered, with the
JACK HARKAWAY saga deservedly reating a chapter to itself.

But it is with the srrivel of Alfred Harmsworth, 'The Cuckdo
in the Nest!, that boys' fiction enters the ers which will be
best remembered bty C.D. reeders. This chepter, which treces
beginnings of the great A,P. team of boys' periocdicels, and
recoynts the Hermsworth 'crusede' sgainst the 'penny dresdfult
is, perheps, the moet valusble, as it is certeinly one of the
mcst entertsining chopters in this entertaining book,

With this chepter Mr. Turner enters cn the second hslf of
his beok snd, ebendoning the semi-chromolozical srrsngement,
trests subsequent chspters on & subject-metter besis. Inevitably,
the deteotives come firat, and here sre Nelson Lee, Nick Carter,
Dixon Breet, Dixon Hewke, the mumerous progeny of the Aldine
Detective Library, and dozens of others new to me,

Sexton Blake has, of course, the dignity of a chapter to
himeelf, and tv one who hes elways hed s wholesome respect for
the workmenship of the S.B. suthors, it is g plessure tc note
thoroughly Mr. Turner has gone into his subject. There are f
espects of the Msn from Daker Btreet which sre loft unilluminstell.
Such devotees ss Maurlce Bond will relish Mr. Turner's roferenc
to modern issues — particulerly THE CASE OF THE NIGET LORRY
DHIVER. They share his wonder 'if Dlake is quite his old
resourceful self.!

Other chepters deal with the invention, soientifiction,
sport, war, and wild west types, snd there is an interesting
review of the Dundes School, sptly summarised in the deseription
of the illustrotions — 'everything s little larger then life.?

But the greet mejority of C.D, resders will already have
turned eegerly to Chapter XITT, to consider that twenty pages
dovoted to the output of Cherles Hamilton is too brief trestmen
+f the Master. Although, 1o my grest regret, I sm one whose
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enthusiasm for Breyfriars and 5t. Jim's flickerel out when
schooldays ended, I em inclined to sgroes. Nevertheless, I think
thet even the most fanaticsl will agroe thet Mr. Turner is
serupulously feir. If he drsws sttention to the standerdised,
axclamatory dislcgus, and repetitious style, he equelly concedes
thrt the style had much to do with the success of the stories
and defied imitstiony in the Orwell-Hamilton debate he is plainly
on C.H.'s mide; he draws ettention to C.H.'s hebit (I have alweys®
thought 1t a cherming one) of sssuming thet hia resders would be
femiliar with his many litersry snd soedemic ellusions, The
closing sentence of the chepter is typlcally Turnerian: ‘Anycne
in “cubt sbout the present-dsy stetus of Dunter might like to
mow that his pdventures ere eveilable in Braille.!

In & book which ccvers sc wile a field, the experts will,
no doubt, discover errors of fact. [Ewen I, who em no expert,
would like to know where SAWNEY DEAN snd the SOCIALIST GIRL ere
t. be found, doubt that Rymer wrote V.RNEY THE VAMPIRE, end,
foood with the weighty evidencecf the Perisien lerivetion of the
immortsl SWEENEY TOOD, I still sey, like the obstinste old lady
confronted with the gireffe: "I Adon!t believe fti"

But these ere triflee to weigh' =geinst the baenefits that
¥r. Turner hes brought tc the ccllecting fraternity. A book
which the greet non~collocting public will find extremely
interesting will inevitsbly stirsct many converts to our rsnks.
For the new collector it brings within the covers of ome book
mich of the date which previously could orly be cbtsained by
Isberious dredging through btack mmbers of the collectors! *
journals, or by pestering the cognoscenti. It has, in my
opinion, sn even greeter value in widening the horizons of the
cclleoter, ant redoeminc the hobby from the constrictions of o
too-nerrcw anecislisetion — I lmow that I will not be heppy
until I know more of some of the charscters I have met, for the
firet time, in these pages.

Finally, I wish I bad a finsncial interest in DOYS WILL DE
BOYS, for it is golng tc sell e lot of copies. The eollector
who cen forbear from sdding his helf-guines to Michsel Joseph'a
receipts will be strong-minded indeed.
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Shenghei, nevertheless Sexton Blake would be at that Jistsnt
point conmencing next week. Sure encugh he wes, snd I still cex
recell the thrills I experienced while reeding the fine series of
Chinese Civil Wor st.ries which were, as I heve since discovered
written by that olessic Bleke suthor, George Hamilton Teed. FKe
wee incidentslly, responsible for thet "Black Den's Tressure"
yern which first introduced me to Blake.

Now, some 20 yeers lster, I can still recsll the pléssure I
hed from those yerns snd can, whenever I feel inclined, turn to
them, for they are, I em glad to esy, part .f my velued eollecti
of Blake stories. Memories come end go but these particulsr mn.a:
will remain with me for sll time.

These notes ere but pert of the recollections of some of thq
0ld papera that I get while aitting by that comforting fire on =
reiny sutumn efternoon, but all old boys of similar age end
interesis will ogree with me I am sure when I esy thet one oculd
not wish for any heppier memories. I hope thet one day my
children mry gein the seme delightful pleesures from remembering
the bucks emd papers of their youth, Time will tell if post-waz
children's papers will equel their counterparts of yesera 8go.

——000——

RESULT OF COMPETITION NO. 3

To decide this interesting 1ittle competition set us an
unexpected problem. Mr. Fayne's sesled solution showed 46 namesd,
end four competitors found these correctly, but three of them
found meny more and the other an sdditionsl one. On exsmining
the extrss » good meny were found to be too far-fetched, but th
were some which we decided should be sllowed in order to be per—
feotly fair. Therefore the prise of £1 wes divided between
Clive Simpson, Knsresborvugh, Leonerd Packmen, 27 Archdale Road,
S.E. 22, Robert Whiter, 706 Lordship Lane, london, N.22, end
Joseph Baguley, Pensilvs,
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OLD BOTS BOOK CTUB

Qctober Moeting

There was snother “gathering of the Claa" on Sunday October 3rd,
this time at 27, Archdsle Roed, Esst Dulwich, the home of

¥r. Packman, cur Chairmzn, We were very plessed to have with
us as our guest of honour Mr. Kemmeth Broockes, the oelebrated

artist of Gem and Nelson Lee fame.

The mesting opened et 6.30 p.m., snd the gecretary resd
the minutes, which wes Tollowed by "guestion time", A point
was brought up about the badge, end it was egreed that enquirieJ
should be made smd the bedges done as soon ss possible.

Following this, Mr. Cheirmen geve o heerty welcome to
Mr. Brookes, saying how honcured the Club waos by his presence,
and that 1t was & pity that Mr. Parker could not come as well.
He hoped that the Clubd would be seeing him s~om. We were also
vary plessed to weleome Mr. Herbert Smith of Seole, and his
brother, ani = newcomer t: the Club, Mr. Robert Mertimer of
Rast Mclesey.

The most important news uf the meeting folluwed, which was
in the furm of & letter from Mr. Frank Richards. Previously
the secretary had written tc him, asking him to become the
Honorery President of the Club, and his welcome and genisl
reply, in which he ssid it would be 2 very greet honour for
him tc sceept, was resd ocut. Truly this is an honour for the
Club, and it wes very enthusissticslly welcomed by all members.

Mr. Chairman then mentioned that the ccllection of Magnets
which Mr. Mertin had bought, was nesrly all scld.

The next point wes that of marikdng the front covers of the
bocks. This ie done by soversl people, by markings in ink or
with » rubber stemp. The Club would be very pleassed if this
practice could be stopped as it seriously sffecte the vslue of
the books, and is an eyesore to people who treesure them and
naturally like to mee them ss nesr to perfection ss possible.

The diery of Mr. Leckenby's week in Lr»ndon{; end part of
the "Editcer's Chelr", were given = preview by Mr. Choirmen,
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end everyone wos thrilled by cur dear friend end Editor's lsteat
literaxy efforts.

This was fcllowed by the Tressurer's Report. The forth-
coming adverts were disguesed, and the C.D, Armmsl was sdded to
the liat, while, thenks tc our friend Hexbert Smith of Seole,
"Hobbles Weekly" wes included. Mr. Smith also seid he could
get us & free 2dvert in 2 Science Fiction Magasine called
Pentesy, and this was welcomed by ell.

The Annusl Meeting wes discuseed, end sventuslly Esster ta:‘
decided on, as being the best time of the yeer, and arrsngement
ere tc stert forthwith., Ve would like t¢ know how Provinciel
folks feel sbout this, so let's hear your views on the subjeot!

A point was brought up by Mr, Smith cbout leniing bucks, L
but, as seversl members heve found thet they sre ususlly return
in o worse condition then thet in which they ere sent,this was
agreed as being imprsctiocebla.

Mr. Smith then br.ught up the question of nrices being
accerding to serisl numbers ss well ss yearly divisions. He
will be furnished with a full price list showing the coordinmstidn
betwsen the two. The next vaper to be priced will he deslt
with st the November meeting.

¥r. Cheirman them called wpon Mr. Brookes to give us a
roview of his experiences in the srtietio world, which he
sccordingly did, end very interesting it was tno. At onme polnt,
questions were literally fired et him, but he answered evaryone,
Mr. Brockes seid he had illustreted the Gem, Nelsom Lee
(St. Pronks Stories), Boys' Own Peper, Union Jack, Scout, Sexton
Bleke Librery, snd loat but not lesst, the Hclidsy Annuols. He
glsc told the Club thot he hss exhibited peintings in the Royel
Acrdemy, end is o member of the R.I., and the London Sketeh Cluy.
He seys he 1s ot his bedt when peinting landscapes, though he
likes the juvenile illustrstions ss well.

Mr, Chaimman then gave a veote of thenks to Mr. Brockes,
Seylng that he wes sure of s cordial welcome eny time he liked
to come elong. Mr. Brookes replied thet the meeting had been
varyd:;:teresting, &nd he would like to try end come slong sgein
one .
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The next meeting wes fixed and for this thore is s chenge
of dste, Tt will be at 706 Lordshin Lene, Wood Greem, ¥W.22,
on Sunday Rmber_y_l,th, go will all members pleese tske note,
The house will be open from 2 p.m. onwerds.

The meeting was then olosed, and refreshmints. and "Exchange
and Mart" were the order of the day.

The attendsnce was as follows: - Mr. & Mrs. Packmsn,
Mr. Eermeth Brookes, Mr. & Mrs. F, Keeling, Mr. & Mra. R. Whiter
¥esers. M. He.., M, Baswell, J. Robyns, J. Geal, H. A, Swmith,
¢, Wright, D. Brooks, B. Whiter, R. Blythe, and. k. Mortimer,
GILIEN WHITERj N
706, Lordship ILsne,
Wood Green,
Tondon, N.22.

Hon. Se’ﬁ%taxy.

-

"OHE BIG BANG AT GREYFRIARS"

By Robt, H. Whiter

Such wos the title of November 5th week of the Magnet 1937,

No. 1551, one of the many excellent stories written sround the
glorjous “fifth" at Greyfrisrs School. Certain typsa of storieq
always hed a strong eppeel for me, and the Guy Fawkes episodes
were an exsmple. Of the '30s the ome that stends cut in my
mind more then sny of the others wes the femous “Secret Seven'
series. With the Headmaster ewiy and Mr, . Prout in his place,
things were bound to heppen. Hoodwinked by Loder, Prout makes
him heed prefect, with the reeult that the Juniors have a bad
time of it. Lickings, lines, detentions erc the order of the
day. When Mr. Quelch, master of the Remove, intervemes, Loder
engineers his temporary retirement following hot words with
Prout. Thus was the "Secret Seven" born. Shell, Upper Fourth
and Remove banded themselves together so that whilst ome lot of
seven juniors were oar¥ying out reteliatiom, preminent members
of the various forme were alweys in view. Disguise wes affected
bty the wearing of bulky overcosts and Guy Fewkes masks, members
haed 8 secoret code, invisidble ponells end # thumli print recording

.
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kit similar to the fingerprints eystem of the ¢.I.n., Loder
1s ragged severcl times, once nesrly hoving his haed shoved,
Ecch time he nemes different fellows as the culprits, only to
be mode 8 fool of, the juniors slweys having perfect alibis.
On the sctusl fifth, following an explosion in his study by
fireworks heving been stacked in the firegraste, Ioder induces
Mr. Prout to issue sn order confisecating all fireworks.

Vernon Smith, the #ld "Bounder" who is blemed for the explosion
ond is in the presence of Prout when the order is given, writes
& werning on the back of 2 sheet of deponent varbs with the
invisible pencil snd drops it from the window of the study %o
the femous five weiting below. Loder sees him, but when
exsmining the paper can find nothing on it tut the verbs., Harry
Yihartun & Cc. empty the woodshed of n11 ernckers etc., efter the
mesgege had come to light in fromt of the study fire, end

i1l O' the Wisp like scamper sbout in the derk throwing fire-
works et the prefects, who give up searching ss & bed 4ob end
retire to the house, Leoder ien't sc lucky, however; he ie
collered, dressed in the Guy's clothes anl pareded rocund the
bonfire, despite the cries of "burn himi" from fellows not
knowing the reslnese of the effigyl Mr. Prout finds his duti-
ful prefect still in the effects of the guy, left unier the
mester's windows - thus ended the glorious fifth for Lodler.

The series ren on for five more weeks., [Loder finding
himself despsretely in need of a fiver, breaks open the desk in
Prout's study where lies Msuleverer's confisceted benkmnte, in
the middle of the night, little knowing that Peter Tudd hed
elresdy been down and hed xegged the study by giving it snd its
ccntents o thick cuating of white peint es & wrrning td Prout.
Neturally on the morrow the Seeret Seven ere Plemed for the
theft ss well ss the reg. Vernon Smith, however, tekes £ snapy
shot of the thumbprint left in the paint on the smsshed dArewer.
He being =s keen as & regor suspeets Loler end with the rest of
the follows forees the prefect to give an impression cof his
thumb - the prints telly exsctly. 'The Bounder wants to hold
it over Loder's head, but Mauly aeys thet it's not oricket nnd
they fight., Pinelly, the Remove ere given detention by Prout,
and Loder, grateful to them for kooping mum, lets them off on
his cwn sccount, whilst Prout is on s welk, Later on, Prout
refuses tc listen tc Loder snd is sbout to commit punishment
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when st the crucis! moment Dr. Locke srrives to tske over
hosdnaster once again end smooths everything over very quickly.
Hore then is & brief summayy of the femous "Secrst Seven"
series, one of the meny yearly series .ewolwving round the ammi-
versery of the celebrated Guido Fewkes episode presented by the
Magnet from the gifted pen of the Eing of Schoolboy Story
writers - Frank Richards.

N.B. The actual Guy Fowkes mumber of this series waas
entitled "Fooled on the Pifth", No. 1395. November 10th, 1934.

— L 2L L e

SALE: Fxmss Gem 1916. 21 Msgnets, 1916, Wonster
%%E’és 1 -3, 384 pages. Hobby Anmmael, 1927; Sexton Blske,
3d. No,35. WANTED: Msgnets, 1914-15. W. H. Neste, Wenlock,
Durnham, Bucks.

FOR SALE: Volumes of Fexrers Lord & Co., etories alsc included
Greyfriars Iyrics. Extracted from Boys' Friond and Meognet eto.
Libraries 1901 onwards.

Three volumes bound st publishers, stiff covers
slightly soiled, otherwise perfect. What offers.
WANTED: Halfpenny series Boys' Friemd 147-217.
Sykes, Coton Lane, Tamwoxth, Staffa.

WARTED:  0dd boys' books. Anything. ‘What offers!
Bxchanges: Deteotive Weekly, 1 - 90. Henry J. H. Bartlett,
Pess Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

FANTED:  1/1 each offerel for $.0.ls with Greyfriars Stories
also, Boys' Priend Pre 1916, Bill Martin, 93 Hillside,
Stombridge Park, Iondon, N.W.10.

— 1§ 31 3} —
LATE NEWS

Two reprints of "Boys Will Be Boys" within a weck
of publication.
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TAKE A LOOK AT THIS!
PART BILL OF FARE FOR THE ANNUAL

The Collectors! Who's Who: Compiled by Herbert Leckenby.

Dwellers in the Remove — How They Came to Greyfriars:
By W. H. Gander, Canade,

Mr. Croft Passes Ey: DBy Jaok Corbett.

The Story of the "Popular": By Roger M, Jenkins.

The Authors! Who's Who: Compiled by Herbert Leckenby.
Heprinted Stories in the Sexton Bleke Lidbrery: Dy Wm. Colcombe.
Golden Days of the Gem: By Leonsrd Packmsn.

Dr. Ferrsro and Hias Crestor: By Rex Delphin.
i Luok 8t the Librsries: By Herbert Leckenby.

Girls in the Limelight: By Gordon Kirby, Australia.

The Hobby Agesin: By Regineld Cox,. )
Heigh-Ho the Holly - The Lure of the Christmas Number.

With Blske on Thejr Spots: By “/m. Coleombe.

I Travelled for the St. Fronks Loagues DBy James W. Cook.
Tupicelity wes the Keymote: By H. M. Bond.

i Post-Yer Christmas st Baker Street: By H. M. Bond.

Cover Sketch by Nemo, Inside Sketches by Robt. Whiter,
W. W. Brenton, and others.

Map of Greyfrisyrs and District.

Something for Everybody, written by a talented band of
contributors — British, Cansdian, Australisn.

HAVE YOU ORDEx:D YOUR COFT?
YOU'LL BE SORRY IF YOU MISS IT.




The Nelson Jee Colum

Conducted by Robert Blythe,
8) Alsen Road, Hollowsy, London, N.7.

The most important news this month for Lee fens is, of
courae, the visit of Mr. Kemneth Brookes to the Londom Bock Club.

I think that this cen be regarded ss & distinct festher In
our cep, &8 Mr, Brookes is the first person who hed an sctive
pert in the production of eny of the 0ld Boys' Pepers, to come
to ocur meetings.

As you know, he illustreted most of the 2nd Few Series. I
won't go into deteils of what he spoke shout, as our secretary
will be reporting on the ocossion elsewhere.

Qur ambition now is to get E.S.B. himself to come slong, in
spite of his somewhet uncompromising ettitude regarding his
St. Franks' sicries. However, we in London have got all our
fingera crossed!l

T mentioned a couple of monthe sgo sbout St, Frank's storiea
appeering in other pepers. It msy be of interest to some to
know that the following storles appeered in the "Nugget" Iib.(3d.

No. 49 The Amaging Schoolboy
* 51 The Qutsiders

™ 53 Expelled

" §5 The Pet of St. Frenk's

" 57 Hebels of St. Frank's

" 59 The Scepegrace of St. Frank's
" 61 The Cutecast cof St. Frank's

* 63 The Mystary of St, Frank's

" 67 The St. Frank's Professionsl
" 69 HNipper's Circus Chum

VWhether these were pctually writtem by E.S.E. I'm not
prepared to sey for certsin, as I have only read No.63. However,
in my opinion, No.63 wee not written by Brocks, therefore it's
foirly sefe to aseume that the others were not either. Lacking

p
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the books and infermotion t¢ the contrery, I shell have to leeve
it ot that., While I'm epbout it, I might odd that S5t. Frenk's
stories cppesred in the "Boy's Realm" 1$d. Lib. in the 1919-1922
period. Also a serisl entitled "The Crusoe Scouts" sappeered
from June 6th to July 4th, 1925.

The "Boy's Friemd" 4d4. Lib, slso printed St. Frenk's storiep
cceesionelly. Most of them were originsl, elthough, here sgein
I'm hompered by the fsct that I've never seen them. I only lmow
of them. KN.B, This list is by no mesns complete.

No. 514 MNipper at St. Frank's
" §33 The Idol of St. Frank's
" 708 The Kidnapped School
" 709 Phantom Island
" 713 The New York Mystery
“ 704 (?) Pota of Money

Did you know thet:—

When Alf Brent first came tc the school he edopted the name
of Alf Higgins and seid that he was the son of 2 bricklayer?

The Mcor View Girls were first introduced in No. 436 0.S.
in o atory entitled "A Rod cf Iron"?

The Heed has two sisters? One Moud, msrried toc a’ :
Mr, Cresswell. The other, Honcrie, is merried to Sir Tuclen
Dextex, & member of the Board of Govermors.

And #c to the titles (ot present rate of 10 & month I reckop
I sholl get through them in 7% yearsil! so I'm incressing them
tu 20, if there's space).

No. 51, The Hystery of the Moors 52, At Helf Tide;

53, Zingreve's Leat Cord; 94, The Mystery of the Mail Vanj

55, The Man with 4 Identities; 56, The Case of the Fatal Fight
57, Nelson Lee's Lady Assistant (Intrc, E. Dere); S8, The Crimspn
Disc; 59, The Ribbon of Light; 60, The Mystery of the Turrats
61, The Golden Buomerangs 62, The Ameming Case of the Loet
Explorers; 63, The Spectre of Scareroft; 64, The Plague Ship;
65, Ageinst the Lowy 66, The Mystery of the 10-20 Exprosej

67, The Crook; 68, The Grest Insurance Swindley 69, The
Mystery of Barron Hall; 70, The House in the Hollow.

—— 01 If e
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When waa Jonides Expelled?

Sanferstead,
Surrey.

Dear Sir,

In the course of an srticle entitled "Profects of
Greyfriars”, Mr. Puckrin mentions Ionides, the Greek prefect,
as scon venishing from the precincts of Greyfriars, even earliej
than Carberry.

Might I courtecusly puint out Mr, Puckrin has made a
chronologioel error here. Ivnides, as s matter of fact, is
mentioned #s late s 1916 in Magnet 436, entitled "Called to
the Colcurs™, though it is cnly pessing mention, He was
evidently still et Greyfrisrs, while Csrberry, if I am not
mistaken, was sacked from the school in the old hnlfpenny days
«f the paper.

Perhaps scmeone ean toll us when Ionides left Greyfrisrs.
I confess I duv not know.

Yours wery sincerely,
. BERNARD PRIME.
The Bunter Books Are Out!

50 Alexendra Roed, .
- e Iondon, S.W. 10.
Dear Mr. Leckenhy; 26tk October, 1948
Mony thanks for your orlers ‘f October 18th,

and remittance.
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T-doy is publication dry, 'mt in view of the very consider-
sble amount of werk involved in Aisposing of the édition, for
which as you will appreciste we hove meny hundreds of orders,
it mgy be thet some will srrive e few days lote, btut we sre
sfreid thet this 1s ineviteble.

Yours sincerely,

CHARLES SKILTON LOD.,
Charles Skilton.

MORE ABOUT "THE MODERN BOY™

By
! Eric Foyne

Your review of "The Modern Boy" is most timely. This
famous paper hos certainly been neglected by contributors to
the C.D.

Though I possess e complete set of the peper, it wes

never o periodical which I liked # lo%, though I imegine its
eppeal to teen-sgers wes foirly considersble. My best pel
always eulogized the Ken King stories, so I have no doubt of
their worth.

The mention of the "Told in the Tuckshop" series strikes
sn interesting note, I have seen them in the "Boys' Friend",
the "Modern Boy", the “Populer", end the "Gem", but I believe
that the atories were first published in the "Boys' Friend".
Can sny recder substantiste this point?

The Rio Kid, wes, of course, s “"Popular™ charecter,
sppeering in thet peper for yesre before he made his brief
eppeerence in the "Modern Boy". It is my opinjon thet these
atories were brilliant. So convincing were they, with such
perfect stmosphere, that I elwsys believed thet they were the
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work of one who.had trevelled & good desl in Texss and
Mexico. Though I had known for msny yeers that Charles
Hamilton wes responaible for most of the Greyfriers,

St. Jim's, Reckwood, Cedar Creek, and Benbow stories, and
could alwsys detsct hie hand, I wes completely amssed when
T learned that he wes also Relph Redwsy.

Strengely encugh, when the Rio Kid sppesred in the
Greyfrisre stories which your writer mentions, he wes, in
my opinion, & poor shadow of the lovable Texen outlaw of

"Populer” deys. Mr. Hemilton's storiee of the Greyfriers
chums in Texss contained nothing of the atmosphere which weg
80 convincing in his Rio Kid tales.

Alev remerkeble wes the fact that, though his Cedsr
Creek tales mede vexy pleassent resding, they had nothing

of the Ba.. s.cap of suthenticity which he gove the Kid.

The war seems to have brought sbout the sbsorption of
the "Modern Boy" by the "Boys! Cineme", But the M.3. hed
been subjected to several changes of shepe end style in the
year before it emded, snd one can but wonder whether it

would have passed on, wer or no wer.

—00———

Hrve you ordered your Annual yci?




411 Communications to

H. M, Bond, 10, Exw wen, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.

THE ROUND TABLE

Once again I am pleased to be sble to publish snother
erticle by Mr. Wm. Colcombe. This time he has struck an entirdly
new note and I am sure that you will e1l read "Sexton Blake at
the Haces" with interest. His mention of the old VU.J, story
"The Puzzle Of The Blue Bnsign" recalled meny memories for me og
¥ou will guess when you rosd my own contribution this month.
"Impressions Of Boyhood" waes written four yesrs sgo when I wes
serving with the R.A,F, and wes criginally intended for publics
tion in our contemporary "The Story Paper Collector™, but wee
ehelved when Bill Gander fell ill and wes umrble to publish his
megeszine regulerly. In the light of Bill Colcombe's newest
erticle It should prove s fitting companion item for this issue
snd, although not strictly a Blske article, is nevertheless the
memories of most srdent Bleke fen, yours truly, And it gives
me en idsa, how ebout meking "Impressions of Boyhood" the subjech
of & series of articles for Blakiems, All you Dlake sddicts
have 8 story to tell. The story of how you first came to mest
the Man frum Baker Street. I shsll welcome sny srticles of thip
nature, sv, once agein I ask you to get your pems busy. Rex
Dolphin and Bill Colcombe together with John Gocher hsve been
only members of our cirele to come slong with srticles for meny
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p moon. Whet about you other chaps - and ladies tco 1f 1t
comes to that! It WOULD be a change tc see some fresh telent
in our pages. Look at the veriety the Hamilton fans get!

An unfortunate ervor ¢rept into our nages lsst month,
Johm Gocher, in his article "Encwn In Othor Pioclds" mentioned
thst Messra. Skeffington hed published several novels by Akthony
Skone. This is not the cese, znd we spologise to the publisher
in guesation.

H. M. BOND.

Fext momth Will Be Our Specisl Xmas Fumber. We will welcoma
any artiocles of sulteble noture for the December issue.

-—— 0 O——

SEXTON BLAKE AT THE RACES

By Willlem Cclconbe

Some of the best Sexton Bloke stories heve had the greet
sport of horse recing ss a background. The Sport of Kings is
woll fitted to play the part of beckdrop ¢ some of the detec-
tive's most interestlng coses. Blske himself hos owned 8 rece-|
horse. It was called Groy Phentom and 1t happened in r story
called "The Stebles Crime" by Mark Osborme (S.R.L, 2ni series

¥o. 378). In ettempting to clear e jockey who hod been "framedf

with & murder, he finds it necessery to purchase the horse and
48 successful in winning the Kempton Park Jubilee handicep and
slso finding the crooks in thelr efforts to land a hwge reoing
coup.

Seversl of the big racing events have been festured in
gifferent stories, amongst them "he Derby, Grend Natiomal,
‘$t. Leger and Cembridgeshire Hmmdicep., One of the most
intereating of these wes by Allan Bleir, "The Mep from Dublin”

(S.B.L. 2nd series No. 382). This story tells of the attempt tp

dofraud the orgenisaers of a Derby Irish Sweepsteke of £250,000
and ends with the cepture of the orcoks on Epsom Dcwns during
the wunning of the Derby. Details of the organisation of the
huge eweepstake is given in the telling of the atory.
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Another racing yomm by Allen Blair, "The Grest Turk Fraud"
(8.B.L. 2nd series Nou. 399) in which The Men from Haker Street
cleans up o gang of crooked owmers, trainers end jockeys who
control of important reces rmnd so be sble to rig the botting
market to the benefit uf their own pouckets.

"The Puzzle of the Dlue Ensign' (‘[!.J . No,1223) 1s e story
cf the Grand Netional Steeplechsse. 'Blue Ensign' is favourit
for the race, but Dleke and Tinker have thelr work cut out to
prevent a curming crook's efforts to keep tho hersée* from reac!
the starting poat, the young owner's future fortume demends on
his horse winning the rece. Another siory by Allen Dlair ,
"The Bechers Brook Mystery" elso mentions the Grend Notionsl,
only incidentelly end recing does not play e mejor part in the
story.

An mmasuel yorn with ¢ recing theme weg "The Million Pound

Double* which eppeered in U.J. No, 1151. A man backs two horsep

ot odds of a thoussnd to one in e double, thet is, the winnings
of the first horse ere sisked on the second, if the first horse
wins # thousand is stsked on the gsecond st s thousend to one to
win & million pounds. The first horse duly wins, but the
unfortunste punter loses his voucher and claims the bookmaker
with whom he made the bet has stoclen 1t end tries to persuade
Blake to recover iy for him.

The race for the Cembridgeshire Handicap on Newmerket Heeth|
is the beckground for snother U,J, story, "The Normen Tuke Myst
(No. 1257)., The four moet prominent hcrses in the rece nre
by men of different nstionelities, British, French, Gormsn and
American. Attempts sre mede to 'nobble' the British snd Fremc
horses while the American's 1s stolen, ¢ atebleman is murderaed
Tinker has a rether unnerving experience with # Phentom Horse,
he and his guv'nor successfully clear up the tengle, Phantom Hox
end sll.

It may be news to Tinker fang to kmow that thelr herc has
won: the St. Leger or even that he was a jockey #t 8ll. Aeoo:
to Mark Osbtorne in his story,"The Tour Of Perror”, he hos won
saversl reces and in this perticular yarn he is successful in
winning the last Clessic race of the sesscn as well ss helping
to prevent the winner being killed snd its treiner murdered,

Bo
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Arthur S. Haxdy 1s well kmown as & writer of sporting
stories and three of his Sexton DBleke yarns have s racing
interest, "Who Killed Trainer Iincoln", "The Crook Of Nowmarket"
and "The Bookmaker's Crime", the lest named being yet snother
with the Derby Stakes ss a centrsl theme.

Dog racing hes also festured in at least two of Sexton
Dlske's ceses. S.B.L. No. 337, "The Kermels Crime" by Mark
Osborne centres around the eotivitles of = geng of dog track
erooks, this wes the first Blake stoxy to deal with the then new
sport of Greyhound reeing. An invitation from Blzke's old
friend Inspector Martin to go to the "Dogs" results in his wit-
nessing s mrder end eventuslly puts the detective on the treck
of a hold-up kdng. It 21l results in Blake taking up the
profession of bookmaker complete with Tinker ss clerk, the old
firm does ss well at leylng the odds as et crook catching, to the
benefit of the slouth's pet chmritiZa, The story 1s smother
Mark Osborne effort, “The Dog Track Murder”. (§.D.L. Fo. 454).

Y Y S,

IMPRESSIONS OF BOYHOOD

By H. M, Bond
A drowning men is ssid to seo his whole life pess, like eedi
inems film, thro his mind's eye. There is undoubt
S "1 thls heliof, ol aithough © am giad to say that |

I hsve never hed the experience, I have hed severel flsshbacks
of memory, in which many things in my boyhood days have appeared
vividly and reslistically. A quiet sfternoon beside & comforting
fire, plus & little concentration, has, for instence, brought
many memories of my happy hours (end some mot guite so heppy)
with the old pspers in my young days.

A lot hss been written about esch and every boys' peper I
can dring to mind, but s few more remarks of inddvidual imprea-
sions, would not, I em sure, be out of place., I remember, for
instence, my eager snticipation of es¢h 1ssue of "The Boys'
Magasfine”. At cne time I was onthrsllod by s merisl oslled
"the Reiding Plemot", in which the earth wes inveded by the
denigens of 2 mythicsl membar 5f the solar syatem called “Thor".
These beings, ™Thoriens™ they waere czlled, were hizhly sdvanced
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in svery form of scienge, and I ~op vory much impressed by »ll
the suggestions of varlous devices which hove sinca had soms
founistion in feet, In this wemx peper T ulso louked furwmnd td
cortain yoma of motor recing, festuring o charester esllsd
“fioxy Milligan" who wes the isrwdevil owner of e smpsrchsrmed
weaster, I yvedimbar this spoed ficad Yadng rble to 20 clmost
anything witk hie racing car; it ovem jumped cheems umptoem feo
nerned, 01l by wiannd driving nt devesteiting speeds! Shedus of
Jot propulsiont

* Then $0 my mind comss mother paper, "The Rocket”. It was)
I bullsve, Bhoyt livel, tnt I wes terribly thrillel with the Pirat
fesues I reod. One story, lesiing with liscoverios of mmmy
¢eBus in anolomt tomis I oun bring to wind mest vividly. Thia
story, b surinl, was yvusponaible for r nightmere.snd my subipe-
quunt rafuanl to qu to bel the following ndght, Tha explorver
the etory, upsned = unewy ‘asge, shd, Lo my haryor - "tha atill
fijure movedl" (euntirood next wack}. This finol soens so much
affagfad me thrt thet nlaght I izegined ennioent Emymtiras un'er
the had, 1n the ewplonrl, in frot my ioocination ean riot epd I
finnlly bad te e teken into 1y prremts’ balr.on befure I qoul?
alogp, MWy Dsthur geon got the treth of the metter emd T there-
efter hau grest ifficulty In seeine oy “Hocket”, elthough even
bs (my fothur) won intureste! in the serics of "Panous Fighte”
photuprivure cerds thss the paper dova frae for thy flret 12 wouls
«f 1ts ghort Lifs.

B cutirsy "rhe Mo.met™, “Gum” and "Populsy' werv gredf
fovourites with mov, 1 hed hod the firsd nmel poper bowsht fur
mo ench weuk Tor aume time as 1t wea oonmidered of & type suitet e
for me, Yut gne dsy o mrn koocke!l st the 4 or and geve oy mvthor
-0 begy bandle of Looke il papers of o1l types. It weg, 1 vemtu-
ter,®n nlvirtizing ptunt of the Amalponntad Press,  Thoy presa]-
ot o, complate TEowe f 211 thoir weeklies, suttelie fir 211 tasies
end eooes, amazst them wes o "Qom', the first '] seen,
¥ turelly, Leing elreedy s Groyfriers fon, I s un beoame equally
engrecaed In "St, Jime?, mmd thovoefter ¥ had the soot Dorbomse ¢
have the "Gim” avery weok. I urgod oy prrents to sec thet I MY
£t the "Poulsr every Tunedny s it, t0, centrined sturies sf
my feveuritws. Aftor r strusgly 1 triusphed |, rad thareefioe
cust thwm A2 per woek instesd of 211  “hen, scuetime leter, the




“Sthoulboy's Owe Litrary" stagxléd, howorer, I cly msnsged to get
anough coppern togetlar to Ty ope fiow.and then, I ed8 told thay
{1 bt to make e 4G aow Jant | + [ow wall 1 romoaber the firs
8.2.9.L. I maneyel 10 cbtalhii S3ily Dunter's Tnas Petiing” 1t
wap called. Wosdloes to goy it only lsstod untll T nod roml 1%
right through, ¢ ono sfttdngt
Othor papors snl oamios o0ms 46 @y mind too, slthough st no
time 314 I taks any of s regulerly. “Fils Pun”, *The Kinams
Komlo*, "(hips®, "[usteyfly", "Tiger Tim's Wockigh (s gresl favous
ite 1o oy vory yoang 28ys) and the nevor to ba fargutten “Funny -
Wondex'. I rusonber d¥elng dumdnze! that Tigar Tim wes r=al, Wi
1 "impressed” on my oldera that "4t was reslly o little Doy lressy
up'. Ab, hoypy dayel
Mony peges coull I £111 eith thess mamories, but cne veanot
@ en ror gver, 50 I will couglude by remeriingy dpon the grostest
of o1l my youthbful divooveries - “Juaton Dleka®. On ay in 1926
{aut 3o Jamg sev ke the clier mmbers of our sollecting cirels) »
young Trighl of gine ommt Lo our houte g8 compety for me while J
wan recovorisg frow =n 1llness. 1 brought #ith bis, r lerge pils
of "Unlon Jagka',  How sithongh T fima haer? of $his paper from
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