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FOREWORD

Dear FbllOV Collectors, :
% It can safely be said our first Annual was a real sugcess. We

shall not easily forget our feelings of gratification when the congratu-
" lations began to pour in immediately ‘after Christmes. ' We received Just
one adverse .comment from & reader who said he expected more for his money.
Well, we didn't, trouble to reply to that one. Instead, encourgged by
‘Tthe' knowlédge that we hed scored, we immediately settled down to the pre-
paration of No, 2 with the d(tormlnamion to make it if posgible even
‘better.: . Whether we have succeeded or not remeins to be seen.

We have again had eplendid help from e grend pandiof loyal contri-
butors, some of whom have joined our ranks during the year. . We thank
- them one and e2ll, with a specicl word to those two enthusiasts across
sthe seagy William ‘Gander .in Cenada, .and Gordon Kirby in far off Australia,

We are surc it will ‘be agreed that we have 'smohig us quitc a8 number
who know how to write a. good readable article, and also .several really
“gkilful ‘artists. And all help with' no thought of gain, but just er

~the love of im<hobby. St

There were others, too, who submitted erticles, but which we were
unable to use for lack of space. To these our apologies. However,
their efforts will not be wested, for there's always the monthly.

In conclusion, the old, old wish, o Happy Christmes, a PrOSperous

New Year, and, mey we add, may your collections grow.
e 8

Yours sincerely,

HERBERT LECKENBY

H. MAURICE BOND:: J

\ . . o e
b 3 L€ KRS . 1l
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iboys' journals in the Victorian ere like Tdwin J. Brett, Charles Fox and

that it didn't deteriorste. The stories mey have been as good but they

The Authowd Whos Who

s e— - o -

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby
(with acknowledgenients to Len. M. Allen,
Herry Dowler and others for veluable help)

Bt ——

It will be found thst the great:-majority of thé'authorq whose names
appear here are those who were in their hey-day in the first quarter or
so of the present century. There ig & reason for this. Publishers of

Guy Raynor did not believe in giving their suthors much publicity. - Fre-
quently seriale eppeared without eny neme et all and when they did it was
meroly a line of fypé. There were a few cxceptions like Bracebridge,
Hemyng and Harcourt Burrage, end earlier, Thomas Peckett Prest, who wrote
many of the notorious Lloyds "bloods", but the lot could almost be counted
on the fingers, ' ki

One could perhaps exclude James Henderson from e list of those
publishers who adonted this short-sighted policy, et any rete in the
latter years of his firm ot Red Lion Houge. In the "nineties" papers
like "Nuggets" did let their rerders know something about "Roland Quiz",
Murrsy Graydon,® Capt, Mzitland and: others on their staff,

But it wes not untili Alfrsd Harmsworth entered the field in 1893
with the 4d. "Marvel" that the suthors found a place in the sun, This
was emphasised when the "Boys' Friend" was launched in 1894 with Robert
Hamilton Edwards in the editoriel cheir. Tor years he boosted authors -
including himseclf - in the headline, foot-note und editorial column.

This shrewd policy was followed when Pearson's started the "Big Budget".
Both Arthor Brooke (A.C, Marshall) snd Hamilton Edwards frequently pub-
lished photographs and short biographicel sketches -Of their authors -~ '
end artists - thus adding greetly to the interest of the étorigs: ....That
it was a good policy is proved by the fact that to-dey ‘men Who were at. .
school in Victorien and Edwerd VII days remember the authors and artists
of the time with pleesure and sffection. Frequently old stegoers write
to me and gek "Who wee Sidney Drew?", "Can you give me 8 'list of David
Goodwin's school stories?", end so on. My contention is further proved
by the fact that when the A.P..et long 1lsst decided to revesl the suthors
of the Sexton Blake stories the policy created sn anormous smount oF v
interest., The merits of the more prominent of them, Hamilton, Teed, .,
Robert Murray, Gwyn Evens, E,S. Brookes and othars were discugsed and
argued about, making the "Round Teble" in the U.}. worth its’ price for
thet reason elone.

Then when Mr., F. Addington Symonds started the "Champion' in 1922
he was quick to follow the example of Hamilton Edwards snd the editor he

hed so much admired in his youth, Arthur Brooke. . Compare the ""Champion"
under his regime with whet it becsme in later years ond then dare say

didn't eppear so for sll the personality 2nd intimecy had gone.




The same applies to all the pepers for boys of the present day. Cen
you visuelise anyone writing to the editor of the "Collectors' Digest" in
1978 and saying '"What & good author ——-———— was who was writing for ————
when I was-a boy". Of course you can't.

‘Now just e word about the pen names which ere given wherever possible
This is something which hes intrigued me for years, snd the informetion
has been got together in vorious woys; e declded style which easily be-
trayed the writer hiding another namej slips on the parts of the editor-
ial staff; admissions from suthors and editors themselves and the help
of good friends with o simllar bent.:

I used to wonder why authors .2lready popular under one neme wanted
to write under snother, or othersj _on occasion one could understand it
when he was writing for e different type of paper, es Devid Goodwin wrote
for "Answers", for instence, or when Henry St. John chenged his Christisn
name to Mabel when penning 2 serial for the "Girls" Friend". But why
was he Henry St. John one week in the "Boye' Friend" and Lieut. Lefrevre
another? = Then there weg John N. Pontelow,  As will be seen he hed e
string of pseudonyms, yet his stylc was so distinctive thaet one could
place him no matter what neme he wrote under slmost as easily as we could
recognise e photograph of W.G. Grace.

Some of the names appesred in esrly issues of the "C.D," in the
feature "Autho¥s snd Their Pen Names", We were unable to continue that
feature end'wei.thought it ‘best to have them all together in one compre-
hensive list for those who love to linger over the magic names of the men
who chaermed them in the days of yores Mexwell Scott, Harcourt Burrege,
Henry St. John, Stephen Agnews they have posged on but their memories
ere with us still.

AGNEW, STEPHEN Hs Took up the Aldine Dick Turpin stories where
Cherlton Lea left off. Lea's stories werc full-blooded enough, but
Agnew had him beaten hollow. Here are some of his titles - "The Crime
of the Golden Cross", or "The Red Spiders of Seville'"; "The Mystery of
& Mzdstone'" or "In the Clutech of the Inquisition"; "In Tcils of Terror"
or "The Men in the Crimson Closk"; '"The Dance of Death" or "The Chese of
the Great Pink Peerl"; and here is en exemple of his picturesque des-
cription of & country road ot eventide: - G
"Hard gripped by the chill Jenmary cvening s strenge silence held sway
over the lonely Great North Road. In the far distence a2 grey haze.of
smoke, curling in spirals through the thin zir into a sullen sky betokened
Northempton, but otherwise the bleak countrysgide wasg given over to an
almost primevel solitude and gloom. Tor mile upon mile the untrodden i
snow stretched away like s winding shect and the leafless treece stuck
their gaunt, white laden arms upwerds, as if appeeling for mercy from the
sombre clouds that hung heovy snd ragged overhead., As far ng the eye
could see no living thing was to be seen on the frozen waste; saving only
for an evil black rook that drifted with hoarse, melancholy eroak and
clamourous flapping of wings through the still eir of evening."

Then when Dick Turpin and his bend’ come along things began to happen.

Penned numerous other stories for Aldines. Alsorwrote for "Chums",
An announcement in that paper in 1915 gove the news that he had been
killed in action on the Western front.
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.c.. BIRD-. RICHARD. Schoolboy story author's "nom de plume'; real name

Williem Barradsle-Smith. Contributed many sliort and serial stories to

. ."The Qaptain", "Chums!", "B,0.P."; alsc contributed many adult stories
. to "The Strand" and sipiler magazines. Although his school yarns were

primarily humorous, they slways had e strong humsne interest and a pro-
found knowledge of the schoolboy, Bird being 2 schoolmaster by profession,
Stories include "The Morleigh Mascot", "The Ripswayd Ring", "The Ace of
Stamps", "Hooligan Hall", "The Sportlng House", "Dipcote Skippers", "The
Big Five at Ellerby". . An Ommibus volumeé of the Bird school stories has
been published by Mitford. iy

"'BLAIR ALLAN - real'name;W111iam J. Bayficld. His first serial appeered
in the "Boys' Friend" in 1901 entitled "Pluck Will Tell", This hed a
Scot for hero and was followed by "Only s Highlend Laddie" and "A Lad of
the Lowlands" which appeared in the "Boys' Reelm". Pcor boy climbing

the success ladder was a fovourite theme of his, for others which eppeared
in the "Boys' Friend" and companion papers were "A Boy in a Thousand",

"A Led o' Liverpocl", "A Boy of Birmingham" and "Only a Jew Boy". There
were several cthers of verious types.

Alsc wrete quite a number of Sexton Blake stories. In these you
will find that Bloke usually sddressed Tinker as "laddie" which-seems to
suggest that Allan Blair had Sccte blood in him remembering also the
stories mentioned, above. One of Hemilton Tdwerds' best discoveries.

BLAKE STACEY (born Bradford 1878).., Scme of his best stories concerned
Moreton Stowe, Special CoerSpondent",-whlch first awpeared in the "Big
Budget" at the beginming of the
century. When the "Champion'" was
started twenty years latex Mr.
Addington Symonds, its lively editor,
engaged Blake to rcvive the character.
Other popular characters he cresnted
were Captain Kettle Jr.,(Big Budget)
and Captain Christmss for the ”“tnny
Pictorial, il

Stecey Blake ¢1lso wrote several
Jexton Bleke yarns into some of
which he introduced Ceptein Christmas.. . ) - STACEY DL AKD™
Other serials of his were "Bleck Diemonds" (Boys' Lo rder), and
"Wilbur Wright's: Apprentice" (Boys' Friend).

Mr. Addington Symonds describes him es s keen faced man with
twinkling eyes ond e great sense of humour.

{

BLYTH HARRY Known to fame as the writer of the flrst Sexton Blake
story. It has been stated that the neme has been coined by some unknown
member of the Harmsworth staff end thet Blyth wss commissioned to write
a atory round it, but one likes to think that it wese the author himgelf
that gave to the world the vnique name arcund which more words have been
written then any other in Fnglish litersture. Actually wrote the first
story = $d. "Mervel" Dec. 13th/1893 under pen name, Hel Meredith,. Wrote
meny storics of various types for the Hermsworth #d. papers. Invariébly
started his atory with the spoken word, ' 'Mr, Frank Flleby wishes to see
you, gir.? "iGocd," answered Sexton Blakg.” Blyth, it has been atnted,
diedat an early sge.
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BRISBANE COUTTS Probably not his reel name and he had several other »
pen ones including Reid Whitley. Wrote numerous Blake stories end
created Dr., Ferraro. Said an editor who knew him - "Big, jovial, happy-
go-lucky, o men with some extraordinary idess for stories especially in
the realms of fentasstic fiction. The merest sketch of an ides from the
editor was enough to produce an elaborately worked out yarn. full of
excltement end surprises."

BRANDON JOHN G. (born Austrelias 1876). One of the most prolific of

the Sexton Blake suthors in the 1930's; also contributedhto "The Thriller
To-day writes "whodunits!" for the bound book class. Locale wes usually
this country but could write equelly well of foreign climess Titles
include "The Sign of the Serpent", "The Secret of the Surgery", "The Red
Vendette", "The Bluec Print Murders", "The Mystery of the Murdered P.C.",
"The Mystery of the Green Bottloe'", "The Apache", "The Pigeon Loft Crime".
Hig favourite creation for the $.B. yarns was the "Hon., Roneld Purvale!.

BROQKES EDWY SEARLES Pen names, Robert W. Comrsde, Charles Wentworth,
etc, Bust known for his St. Frenk stories in the Nelson Lee Library,
for they ran for 16 years. Nelson Lee wes n very different character
in F.5.B's hands to what he had been in Mexwell Sgott's, his crestor, and
often only o shedowy figure in the Librsry which bore his name., The
plots were very often very fentestic, but nevertheless very popular and
much sought for to-day. Wrote several series of stories about the
detective before taking him to St. Frenk's College - "The Green Triangle",
"Jim the Penman", "Eileen Dare" omong them. Also created -Weldo the
Wonder Men", opponent, sometimes friend of Sexton Blake. ‘

As Robert W. Comrade wrote "The Iron Island" end "The Brotherhood
of Iron" two of his best efforts, also "In Trackless Space" which first
appeared as 2 sérial in the N.L. Iibrary, later publiched complete in
the B.F. 4d. serius. Wrote meny Blue Crusader footer stories for Boys'
Realm, Of late years his stories appear with the dignity of stiff’
covers. As Berkeley Grey he describes the adventures of Norman Conquest,
nothing to do with 1066, for Normen is s modern sdventurcr, who first
came before the public through the medium of "The Thriller". Also as
Victor Gunn writes Inspector Ironsides, another "Thrillcr" creatiom. -

BULLIVANT CECIL HENRY . - (born 1882). Rditor Boys' Herald 1904-T.
Wrote numerous storiecs for Amalgamated Press paners as Meurice Evererd.
Other pen nemes Henry Turville, Robert W. Tiixon and Alice Millerd.

BURRAGE E. HARCOURT (born 183%9). Onec of the most prolific of the
Victorien authors. Wrote countless school stories including the femous
"Island School" and "Lambs of Littlecote" for Aldine Co. sbout 1895,
stories which were re-published egein and egein. He himself went to a
school in Norfolk which he admitted wes of very little account. Also
wrote hundreds of adventure stories of all descriptions. To-day's
grondfathers remember with affection "Handsome Herry', "Ching-Ching", and
the rest of the merry crew of the "Fighting Belvedere",

In 1888 started, edited ond wrote nearly sll the serials for
"Ching~Ching's Own', a peper which hed quite e good run.

In the early years of the present century was adopted by Hemilton
Edwards. This was rather qurprlqing for he had always been identified
with the "bloods", papers which mede 1,E. raise his honds in horror.
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Nevertheless "Ching Ching', "Handsome Herry and Co." suddenly appeered

in the "Boys' Realm'" in a series of long complete stories, given front
page status and other publicity. Several serisls also appeered including
"Tom. Tarter at School" (re-published yesrs later ss s serial in the Nelson
Leé) 'and "The Fengate Schoolboys". . All these stories were probably
re-prints. Strange fellow, Hamilton Edwards,; Burrege also wrote
another serial entitled "The Island School", this time for girls. It
zppenred in the "Girls' Realm" in 1910. Died Merch 6th 1916 at

168 Station Road, Redhill, Surrey.. el

CARR KENT Writer of school stories in the early 1900s. Considered
by R.A.H., Goodyear to be one of the best in .this period. Serial stories
appeared in "Boys of Qur Empire" - "Hounded -Out" and "The Outsider".

CLEAVER HYLTON (born London, 1891). First #ppesred in "The Captain" in
1913 with a short story "The Red Rag". A keen sportsman, his stories
included many sporting events. Was with The Sportsmen's Battelion in
.the 1914/18 War, wounded, all the while contributing. to the magazine both
short end ‘seriel stories.  Wrote also many adult novels - "Gay Charade",
"Fogbound" etc,, now devotes his time to journalism. School stories
include '"Roscoe Makes Good'", "Brother O' Mine", "Second Innings" (first
appesred under title "Lucky Lorimer" ), "The 01d Order", "Forbidden Study"
and many Harley yarns such as "Captains of Harley'", "The Harley First XV".
Wrote also for the "Modern Boy" and under the pen name of Reglnald
Crunden for "Chums". Several scries of his articles eppeared in the
latter such as '"Touchline and Track" and "IListen to the Coach".

DARRAN MARK Real name Normamn Godderd. On the inside staff of the
AP, - had a terrific output. For a long.period in the anonymous days
he end Murray Graydcn almost sharcd Sexton Blake stories in the "Union
Jack'" between them, He created Inspector Spearing, one of the most
obtuse of the seversl Yard men who worked with Blake, end a great butt
for Tinker.

Darren also wrote a long series of steries for "Pluck" in which
Spearing appeered ss a smart,slert young policeman. Wrote several
other detective stories including those concerning "John Smith' of
"Dering & Co.". i ;

. Norman Godderd wes ¥illed in World Wer No. 1. -
DAUNT  ATHERLEY ~ concentrated on stories of the stage only. Me was
evidently of the profession himself for they had the real atmosphere.
His "Harry Brendon, Actor" (Boys' Friend) end its sequel "Facing the
Footlighte" (Boys' Hersld) were really first class. Wrote two other '
serials nearly as good, "Everybody's Favourite" (Boys' Realm) end”
"Fiddler Dick" (Boys' Herald), also a number of complete music~hall yerns
for "Pluck" about 1906. His real name was unknown, but th'ere is a
possibility he was really Arthur S. Hardy. %

DREW SIDNEY (born 1878). His real name was Edgar Joyce Murrey. For
many yeers p popular writer in Pearsons' and Harmsworth megazines(.i.Press)
He created "Groydon Garth", millioneire, inventor and Empire Builder.
First story esbout him appeared in "The Eig Budget" in 1897 - “The Vanished
Fleet". Amongst others which followed were "A Vorld in Arms", "The Myse-
terious Army" end "Peril Islsnd". Fine stuff theése. Created for the
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of the Deep", followed by o sequel

" '4d. series. Numerous others followed

in the 1d. "Boys' Friend" snd companion

 papers , including “Beyond. the Eternal R sl 5
‘Ice", "Through Trackless Tibet", "Thc oot 66 B R A o T e s

"Boyse' Eriend" a similer character -
"Ferrers Lord". Tirst story "Wolves

"Lion egeinst Bear" appesred in the

Blue Orchid" and "Twice Round the Globe! 3 o ‘
(Jester). Also wrote meny stories of i g &dﬂ?}?mi e
Ranthorpe and Calcroft schcols. :Ld“?r$9¥59~\

: Wrote in wicroscopic but very clesr

hand (specimen herewith) and often gave his editors hesdeche owing to
the late errivel of next instelment. Was writing for "The Champion" in
1923, aleo penncd quite o number of Sexton Blake stories.

Meny old-timers remember and reverence him still.

FDWARDS =~ ROCERT HAMILTON (born 1872, d. 1952). ., The famous editor, of
courge. Was more successful in the role of editor than:suthor for his
stories were very crude, perticulsrly his first "Britein in Arms" ond
"The Russian Foe". He followed with "Only =2 Pit Boy", "The Road to Fame"
end . "Bilver Blego", . - All thiese appesred. in the #d. "Boys' Friend".
osome years later he made' a grest splash with two serisls which he was
sﬁppogedtto write — with the help of Allen Blair, They were "Always
Honest" and "Honesty Wins" and appeared in the "Boys' Herald". If he

wes honest he would probsably have edmittod thot Bleir did the grester part;

of the work. :

EVANS GWYN ~ One of thé mest popular of the Sexton Blake authors, It
was he who made Mre. Bardell into e real character, ~ a modern Mrs.
Maloprop., - Also crested "Splesh" Page, the dynomic roporter of the
"Naily Radio'. Hed o slicky racy stylc ond wes fond of fantestic
bizerre plote. These started off with a bang but one got the impression
that he sometimes lost interést in his etory end finished it in e half-
hearted fsshion., Thic impression is supported by one of his editors who
said of him in s strikingly erndid criticissm, _
"A mercurial temperement, brilliant, cnthusisstic, out unstsble. C(aused
trouble by his unrcliable hebits, his unpunctuality ond his moods. A
charming personality, effable end obliging, =lways bubbling over with
idese - many of them extremely clever but had to be wetched snd followed
up, one could never be sure ‘'of him," ~
Poor Gwyn Fvens. He loved life and died long before his‘time.

FAKMER HENRY Was educated ot Harrow and Oxford University. ! At the
I8TTer represented his college ns an oarsman. In later life had edme

stege experience. As an author who was en the "Big Budget" staff from
the beginning and for years he was seldom ebsent from its pages. Ilis
serials were reel gripping stuff,incluléd "The Flying Phantom!, "A Felon's
Gold", "In the Grip of the Law'", "The Shadow of Vengesnce". "The Serpent's
Coil", end "Galbreith of St. Anselm's"

also many complete stories, In loter ygﬂt‘fﬁﬁg‘ ym sad — qac{

2
years he wrote' "The Watel Glass" for %AM e
the "Boys' Friend", One who knew hinm ‘u”??"ryf e o
described him ds one of the kindlicst B A e 4 j‘a‘ 2./

of men end & true friend. B\
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' “a long run in the early 1d. "Pluck" snd were' later re-published in the '”T

» . !"Phe Secret Society of the Map", "The Red Tribe'.
: P

FENN CLIVE R. Son of the famous Victorian writer, George Manville
»Henn, Contributed to "The Boys' Herald", "Cheer, Boys, Cheer", "Boys'
Journal", etc.  Also wrote several St. Jim's stories under the pen name,
Martin Cliffoxrd. ) :

“'FORDWYCH JOHN EDMUND Real name Harold J. Garrish, a member of the
A.P.who two or three yecers ago completed 50 years service and may be
there still. Was one of the ecarliest editors of the $#d. U.J, and com-
panions. VWréote stories then under his resl name and with slight varia-
tions.  Wes amazingly prolific and .for yeers he and B, Newton Bungay
wrote elmost all the serials in "Chipe'" and "Comic Cuts" and others of
the type between them. Some of his best work appeared in the "Jester"
including "Daddy, the Convict Eerl" and "Spring-healecd Jack".

“ " As Herry Belbin wrote the famous "Cooky Scrubbs" stories which hed

"Wonder" ond the "Boys' Friend". Had a real.gift for blending real
edventure with delightfully quiet, dry humour. , '

GILSON CHARLES (Captein) A prolific writer of adventure stories. Well
trevelled, all his yarns bear the stamp of euthenticity. Wrote for
practically all of the boys' papers including "Chums", "The Captein" and
the leading A.P. publications, Titles, indicative of his themes,

GOODWIN DAVID (born in 1878) - Not his renl name, but the one by which|
he was best known to readers of the A.P. boys' papers. Other pen names
John Tregellis, and John Goodwin - the latter when writing for "Answers"
end other adult papers. TResl name Sidney Gowing. One of the most "
brilliant of 211 the authors under the Hamilton Tdwards banner. In the
hey-dey of the serial story was supreme in the ert of leaving the reader
in o stete of suspense at the end of sn instelment. First serials -
"The Boy Barge Owners" (1903) for the "Boys' Friend" and "Gunfleet Jim"
for the "Boys' Realm", then on for twelve years or more continuously,
but for the A,P. papers only. Was smezingly versetile and never wrote |
a poor story. [Ixemples: "On Turpin's Highwey", "Middies of the Fearlessd,
"Den of Dogger Bank", "Rgjsh Dick", "A Léncashire Lad", "Berred", (nis ;
first school story), and;savgral stories of St. Simeon's School. As
John Tregellis wrote those remorkable "Wer with Germeny" stories long
before 1914. First "Britajn Inveded" (Boys' Friend - 1906) followed by
two sequels, These ren for two years. .. Others, "Kaiser or King",
"Flving. Armada", and "Legions of the Kaiser'. Latter was running in
August/1914: : o

Was not obliged to work for a living but did not believe in being
idle, which was lucky for boys of 40 yecars ago. Wheon last heard of was
in Kenys, ;

GOODYEAK =~ ROBERT -ARTHUR HANSON ) (born 1877),  Began suthorship while
at school with verses in "Best for Boys", "Ching Ching's Own", and with
short storiecs in children's magezines. Wrote serinl for the "Boys'
Friend" when 17, end later penned many stories for Henderson's "Nugget {
Library". Was then also on the outside steff of the "Athletic News" and
two other sporting newspapers, chiefly s=s football representative. Con-
tributed every week in his teoens to "Tit-Bits", '"Cassell's Saturdey
Journal" end "Pearson's Wekly", Hes since childhood enjoyed many
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suvcesse in llt\rary prize contests, including £1000 for a "Blighty!
leerlok last llnt.‘ Also wrote a large number -of flne school stories

Lwhlﬂh were ideal ag prizes. These. cen now be found in most: ‘piublic: .
“1ibrar1us, they actually are often "out'",so popular are they with the

boys of to-day. They ere rollicking stories with a skilful blend of
adventure, sport and droll humour. Titles include "The Coaptein and the

"Kings" "Mifth Form 2t Back House", "The New Koy at Baxtergate", "Three
Joskins .ot St. Judes", "Up Against tho School", "With Wat et Wintergleem',

"Forge at Foxcnby”, ”Tom at Tollber School", "mhw T'our Schools', "Boys
of ﬁastlu Cliff School". Some of these end others have reorntly been

: re-prlnt&d «Died suddenly November 25th, 1948.

CRAYDON WILLI\M MURRAY ~ (born Feb.. 4th, 1864, at Terrlsbrrg, enn—
sylvanl )., Pen name Alircd Armltyge. His output wee stupendous over
o period of half-a-century. In later years used dictaphone hours on
end. Wrote, for Henderson's,. aldlnes, Shurey's, Amalgomated Press and
other publishurs. Seemed. to know every country in the world and wrote

stories leid in most of them. Probably penned more Sexton Blake stories !

than anyone else, including at lesst two serials - "Sexton Blake on the
Congo" and "Acrose the lgquator'". = Had his own ¥ard men, "Inspector
Widgeon", also several other nrivate d@trotlvoJ,.includinp "Carfax -
Baines', "Gordon Fox", and "Abel Link".

Usually made Tinker address Bleke ag ”Guv’nor"~or ﬂlr and the detec-
tive enswered with "my boy". Wes .fond of the word "vowed" snd invari-
ably a character "tchoked with. . emotion" -or "o lump rose in his throat".

Wrote his historicsal StOIl(u usually es "Alfred Armitage"

GRAY ANDREW. - One of the old fimers, wro@e¢for.most"of tho A.P.
papers - '"Boys' Friend", "Boys' Ruolm” J'Boys!' Herald", "Cheer, Boys,
Cheer', "Boys'! Journsl",. etc, Main theme the dramatic story. titles

pelf explenatory, such 2 "Midst London's Millions", "Pitfells of London".

Also wrote school stories on eimiler lines - "The Scourge of the School"

‘and "Despised by the School!.

HADATH  GUNBY Schoolmaster, lyric writer, author. best known for
his public school stories with = strong humane interest. First wrote

sfor, "The Captein" in 1909 and repulﬁrly Cfntributcd until the fineal

volumes . also wrote meny stories for "Chums", Omnibus schoo]-story
volume published by Milford; seversl storics transloted into Rrallle

rand other languages. . Pen name John Mowbray. Titles include "Sparrow

in Search.of Ixpulsion', "Sperrow in Search of Fame", "Sperrow Gets Going'
"Pulling His Weight", ' "New School 2zt Shropp", "Carsy of Cobhouqe'p £iih
"Go Bang Gerry", "Fattest Head in the Fifth, "His Highness of lehfirld”

"Against the Clock', "The' SW1ngur" "March of Time", and sdventure yarns
"St. Palfrey's Cross", "The Seventh Swordsman', "Twenty Good Shipae".
Latest "Fortune Lane" filmed. In his dey well known club cricketer

for the Gentlemen of Surrey end.with P.G. Wodehouse regulerly anpeared
for the authors v Publlslors mdrch unch y(ﬁrr
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HAMILTON CHARLES To state that he was Frank Richards of "Billy
Bunter" fame, Martin Clifford who created "Tom Merry'" and the rest of the
dwellers at. "St. Jim's, Owen Conquest of the '"Rookwood School' stories,
is like saying "W.G. Grace wae a cricketer". = However, an Author's Who's
Who of Boye' stories without him would be as bad =¢ Hamlet without the
Prince. ‘

Most people know too that he was Ralph Redway who wrote the popular
"Rio Kid" yarnms, and the Hilda Richards who first wrote the words

about "Bessie Bunter", sister of Billy. Not so well known, perhaps, is
the fact thet in the long ago he wrote a series of circus stories which
eppeered in "Pluck" under the name of Harry Dorrian., Has been writing
stories to delight the hcarts of boys for over fifty years - over 3000
altogether. A brilliant serial, "King Cricket", was onc of the "Boys'
Realm's" most successful stqries. ~ "Rivals of St. Kit's'", enother serial,
appeared in "Pluck", ' i :

Still going strong, despite the foct that he has passed the allotted
span, "Bunter" books adorn the bockstalls but don't long remain there.
The blind follow Billy's sdventures in Breille and probably erc long,
his burly form will be scen on the screen. Quite » lot of nobodies have
written their eutobiographies and had them published; Charles Hamilton
wrote his and it haen't sppesred yet, which scems to prove there is some-
thing wrong in the publishing world.

HAMILTON MAX Méséu;ch name but sn editor once stated that it con-
cealed the identity of a women writer. Had other pen names toc, in-

cluding T.G, Dowling Maitland and Tristan K. Monck. Wrote séveral serials

including "The Bully of St. Simon's'", the second school story in the
"Boys' Realm", "A Pit Hero" (Boys' Hereld) and "The Streets of London"
(Union Jack). Also numerous sdventure snd complete stories for various
A.P. papers. Could tell e good story but pulled & long bow occasionally.
A front page of the "Boys' Realm" showed a remarkeble incident in "The
Bully of St. Simon's", 1In a fight on the edge of a cliff a boy has Wween
knocked over but insteed of being crushed to certh on the rocks below,
his fall wes broken by the gulitary stump of a tree hooking his belt.

Reading that ss e boy I remember saying, '“Goa, that takes some believing"|.

HARDY ARTHUR S, Second to none as a writer of sport stories, especi-
ally football., His "Blue Crusaders" end sequels in the "Boys' Realm"

@ were amongst the finest stories on the game ever written. Also wrote
among others "The Young Captein" which started in No.l of the %d. "Boys'
Friend", 1895, "The Outcasts" appesred in the final number of the same
series. (Greeted "Tom Sayers", sctor and middle woight chempion of the
world. - Stories zbout him ren in the "Mervel" for years., Had stege
experience himself. !

' Mr. F. Addington Symonds, who c¢mployed Hardy, says of him:- "You
asked him for - say - & footwall story nnd you mever bothered to mention

the plot or construction. He'd just nod, =nd say, "I know, can do
Monday week?" and the story would »e on the Kditor's desk according to
specification. Compotent, conscientious worker if a little unconventions
- Hardy was another ¢f the numeroue Sexton Blake suthors. Meny readeps of
the'l916/1924 period will remember that it wes essumed that the suthor
was really thc famous Aston Villa goal-keeper, Sam Hardy, a rumour which
did not detract from the sesles of his football yarns,

lll
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Sho"White Wings",

HARVEY ROSS One of the most popular writers for "Chums" in the
1920ts, ' “Main themes were footbsll and school stories., Was excellent
. with the - 'series'of complete stories so favoured at that time. Titles
.2 dnclude "Seving the Rovers", "Outlews and Rustlers", "Msyo's Term",
“"Phe Pud's Term",

e R

1

HAYTER ~ CECIL A grest treveller himself, wrotc meny capltsl stories

s Tuof mdventure in many lands for the A.P. papers, including "The Unknown
Seag", "Against Time", "Ned Kelly" and "Trooper and Bushranger". Also
penmiod @ large number of Sexton'Blake yarns, crceting "Spote ILosely" and
“Lobargu', the Zulu., Mo him went the credit of the three serials in
the "Boys' Herald", "Sexton Bluke¢ at School", "Sexton Blake in the Sixth",
"Sexton Blake at Oxford", in the latter of which Sexton Bleke again met
Tinker "for the firet time". He wae also responsible for '"Derwent Duff"
that immeculnte detective who svpeered for so many years in the, "Penny
Pictorial'. : .

Hayter died meny years ago snd long efterwerds the three Blake

. stories mentioned rbové were re-published in the "Boys' Friend" Library
with "John Andrews' giveh @8 the suthor.

HEATHCOTE CLAUDE ‘Renl neme J, Hrrwood Ponting. Wrote meinly school
and circus storice. “One of them "The Scapegrsece of Swishall School"
appeared in the first numbers of the #d "Boys' Friend". Others in that
paper were "Stars of the Circus" and '"Vel, the Boy Acrobat", the letter
re-published several times. Wrote also for the Pearson pepers, and,
under his own neome, school stories to lend veriety to the "Sunday
Companion", !

HEMYNG BRACEBRIDGE (b. 1841 — d. 1901). With the possible exception

of B, Harcourt Burrege wes the moet popular and best remémbered of the
writeps of Boys' journels in the Victorien era, journals of what is known
o8 thé 'blood' class, that is, Wes educated at Tton and became &

\Barrister of the Middle Temple, but it has been’'stated, never held a brief

Wrote the fomous "Jazck Harkesway" stories, which in their dey meent
go much to boys as the "Tom Merry", "Dilly Bunter" and "Sexton Blake"
" do to 20th century ones. o great a sensation did they crcate that
Hemyng wes persueded to go to Americe where he met with » reception
almost akin to Lindbexrgh of Atlantic flying fame, and caused as much

~bitter‘controversy between Tival publishers as a modcrn film star over
a scenario. :

Wrote numerous other stories, including "Schooldays of Jack at Bton'|

HERRING PAUL Had the distinction of writing the first story in the
+d. Unmion Jack (1894). "The Silver Arrow". This wes followed by meny
others for this paper and its two compenions. In one unique series in
"Pluck'" had.a charecter re-born in soven different periods of BEnglish
history. Was another who was also
writing for Pearson's at the same
time., In the "Big Budget" wrote a
number of stories concerning "Kit Carson'
a8 Buffalo Bill type of character, fine
Wild West etmoshere. Also wrote a few
of the very early "Sexton Dlake" stqries;
occasionally called the detective by his
Christian neme only, which was rather

unusual. (12)




HINCKS *C . *MALCOLM (born 1881)  Pen name Malcolm Dayle, Johr M.Howard
and ‘6thHers, including some fenlninc ones., .Was & sub-editor on the "Big !
" Budget" under Arthur Brooke ond wrote many _stories for that peper and
the "Boys' Lesder". Had a delightful crisp style end was adept et

getting his heroes into tight corners and out agsin, witholt any sbsur- ’

dities. Wrote also for the "Boys' Frlend" and two of his serials
"Phe Odds Against Him" and "On and Up Road" werec two of the best ever
written for that paper.

Hed few superiors es a writer of sport stories, egpecially football,
writing numerous serialg for "Football and Sports Favourite","Sports
Budget", e¢tc. . .In the days when girls took it into their hecads to. pley
football he wrote several stories ground the queint idea end made them
interesting too, a real tribute to his art. b

One more of the "Sexton Blake" band of authors.

HOOK S.:GLARKE - - Bamued, his Christian name, Black bearde@ and burly.
Nephew:of - the famous Theodore Hook. Wrote for almost all of. the boys'
pepers: of 'his time. Best known to fame for his "Jack, Sam and Pete"
stories which ran for 20 yeers in the "Mervel", Record was all the more
remerkeble becruse it wee elmost the seme story every week, An editor
who knew him said he wes a heppy-go-lucky writer who once let the com—
rodes find e 'pub' in the middle of the jungle and who would cheerfully
bring in a gireffe in the Arctic, or & beer in the desert. Owing to
the success of "Jauck, Sem and Pete" created others on similar lines, but
they were very short—llvod. j

Wrote scores of school gtorice with broad humour predominating,
ooca31onally used pen name - Maurice Merriman and probably others.

HORLER STDNEY © ¢ 'The famous thriller and sporting writer wrote ‘infre-
quuntly for several boys' pepers, with school stories ond football yarns.
Several of the latter appesrod in “Cbums" "Sports Budget" end the
monthly Aldines. Probably his flnvst "soccer" yarn was "Goal" which
appeared ‘@8 ‘a serial in "Footbell Weekly'", and has heen re-published as

a bound book meny times.  Others were "The Greet Game", "The Breed of
the Beverleys", "McPhee", "fxploits of Peter". "On the Ball", "The Streek'
"The Football Funk".

HUNTER JOHN (born 1891). = Pen names Peter Meriton, L.H. Brepning and

- Anthony Drummond. One of the Sexton Blake band of authors. . Contributed
for many years to practically ell of the boys' papers with sporting,
adventure and detective yarns, also to "Topicel Times"., Created the
character of'Captein Dack" for the Sexton Blake stories. First became
prominent after World Wer I with seriel stories to "Ghums' . Storics
must run into hundreds, amongst them "The Mosked Chempion' (boxlng)

"For Honour of the Team" (football), "King of the Speedway" (motob-réoing
"Before :Midnight" (edventure), "Gold from Colaredo" (adventure), - :
"Buccancer's Gold" (piretes). At present writing bound books under pen
name, but still obliges with a oexton Blake story in ‘the new Td. serieq.

!
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;thQHN”O HENRY: (T (born 1858). . Author with en amazing output. Wrote

_H”$h0 r’rld( of. the R1n“". This had 8o

. Seores of S(rlals .for Pearson's, Harmsworth's, Aldine and cther publishers

: Was %qually at homo with tales of Ancient Rome,. Middld Ases, steage, school

spo;t or .circus.. .. His most famous wag '

curlqu% hlstqpy .~ 1t first appeered in V.8 /§¥
the., "Funny Wonder'" in the later yesrs A e ol
of the nineties and ran for three yeors, R, Zomis
Apput 1905 the Alding Co. published it ' %;
in, book- form at 6d. . Then the A.P.ire- ; §&.M_. .
published it in the.!'Boyg! Realm Pootball uadfw. ¥iMm,.
Library" under the title,of "King of the e

Ring". About the same time Aldinés elso

brought it out egain in: they!MBoys! Own ;

3d. Library". Would eppear that Henry Mot Ut
T, Jobnson wag 2. business man and held . gu00f fp fdw sl Ol [fom
~, the coPyrl.s‘ht. A Few Qf his-.other, a’ ;M“Z,y o 7

stories taken at rendom-were "The King 1.41 hay dorit bl frie bat

Shall Have His Own Again', "Jhrough Muy 447 f” ik gt tonk._,,

Treitor's Gate", "The Scarlet Ster'y, 35?:7

"Spangles end Sawduut” "T'he Drudge of : =~ = '

Draycott. School", and ”The Almost Men!,

The herces worg of the stege melodrama "Young anlﬂnl" type, his heroines
- rejected the villains with biting scorn, as per example from "Phil

Gledwin, the Boy Actor!'s  "Dolly" he said", you drove me.to 1t.: I love
you madly -~ passionately,. Be mine end you are free at once, But - oh -~
when you spurn me ly lcve tumns to hate and I am capeble .ofl eny act,
however cruel,"

o "Go, Richard Lransome," she said, "Leave me here, o helpless perse-
cuted captive, leave me here to die, only remember thise, that I would
prefer desth itself rather than be yours."

Fancy Misse 1948 talking like that, or Miss 1898 for that matter.
Nevertheless, it was good clean honest stuff, end editors eerved it up
as quickly as he could vrite it.

Henry T. Johnson served o yeer as thor of Hemmersmith, and in the
word of a friend of his "was very proud of it".

JUDD AIFRED -  Primarily a school story writer. Contributed to -
"The Captain" "Chums' and similar megs., with short and seriel stories.
Titles include "Amber Skull", "Chums of Beechwood", "Nobody's Pal',

LEA CHARLTON Well remembered’ by readers of' the Aldine publications
of forty end fifty years ogc. Wh6 probebly mére responsible then eny-
one for weaving & halo of romence rovnd such dopbtful heroes as Dick
Turpin, Claude Duval, Jsck Sheppard snd others. Wrote the first 110
of the Dick Turpins and mingled heir reising deeds with slep-stick
humour. Penned numerous other old time yerns, including "Chronicles
of Newgate". Charlton Lea was probably a pen name, but, if so, his
real one is logt in the miste of time,

AT
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‘MARSHALL,vARTHUR eflt As "Arthur Brooke" wasg .editor of the "Big Budget'
..almost throughout its run. Was only eighteen when he took up the post,

H“Was an example to all editors, for he took & resl genuine interest in

. @ll his juvenile reeders. Also wrote stories as Carras Yorke. For e
 time was the editor of the "Boys' Friend".

Someone who knew him well sald of him:~ "He was a well built,
upright man, with & fine hued klndly smiling blue eyes and a quiet
cultured voice. fn expert hortlculturiet and a great lover of gardens,
thS home,. on the outskirts of Hounslow wae a paredise of colour.

e 4 SR with o real rcllga.ouc sense and a very high personal code, @
real lover of his.fellow men and a sincere believer in his work, 8 most
general friend,"

He died suddenly March 4th, 1945.

. MART ' DONOVAN ~(born 1874). Resl name, B. LeBreton Martin. Other pen

" neme Raymond Lee. For ycars was & reguler contributor to the pages of

'the "Bld Budget" ond the shorter lived "Boys' Leader". His stories
;;included "King: Como", "The Rivel Bushrangers" "The League of Dreed",
o Cﬂeuar or the Crusc" and "Brotherg, or Foes". ‘Under his real name
wrote.for papers like "Chums", "The Scout and "The Captain'. One of
‘his stories "Boys of the Otter Patrol' written in the deys of the Boy
Scout movement attained great popularity and was re-published as 2 book
puiteble for a school prize. As Roymond Leec wrote numerous serials for
"Blﬁ Budget", "Boys' Lced@r” - ete,

Three or four ycars 2go .2 short p«rngrapb appeered in an obscure
corner of a London PVbning paper.. It resd, "A feeble old men was
knocked and killed in ansington to-day. Hls‘name was E. Le Breton
Martin, o journalist." :

 MAXWELL HERBERT = ‘Hed the distinction of writing the very first

"Sexton Blake story in which Tinker wes mentioned - "Cunning Ageinst

SkaAll'y Usds Noe52:1d, serien;, Maxwell also wrote at least three
serials in the "Boys' Friend" concerning the two famous characters .
"Sexton Blake in the Railway', "The Schoolmaster Detective" and
- "Sexton Blake in America", but to be candid, they did not rank high
in the; Bleke lore.. ... . iy ; oy
Wrote peveral serials for - ) d
the "Big Budgot" in»ludinr "The
Terror of the Deep'", "The Secret,
of the South!, and "Ving of: the .. .
Pigmice", the latter a .modern
Lilliput story. Could write. o
good yarn, but he had & curious
jerky sort of style.

MUERAY ROBERT Son of William Murrsy Graydon. ' "Never did ‘the
mantle of & father fall more worthily on the son, in fact, in the opinion
of many. Robert was greester than William, Sometimes wrote 'as Robert
Graydon and one suspects that he was also Murrsy Hoberts, author.of the
"Captain Justice'" stories. Undoubtedly his greatest work was “the
Criminals" Confederation series in the "Union Jack', Had & capitel,
racy style, created plots which might appeocr fantestic, yet worked out
smoothly and convineingly., Created other opponznte for Sexton Blake,
including Dr. Satira and Peul Cynos. Also wrote many football and

school stories. Unfortunately,diad st & comparatively carly age.




- Was. greatly interested, . Ac Adglie Ascott he croated the charaqters

‘,and wrote many of the St Jlm! and Greyfrisrs stories., His beat school

|

B ? |

MARK Ru 1 neme John William Bobin,Othér pseudonyms, John !

: Vlctor NclsUn, end when writing for' glzl%"pﬂp(rs ~ Adelie Ascot

and Gortrudc Nelson., Curlous how many ‘men wrote for girls' papers, Was
one of the oldest staff writers on the A,P. #nd was writing before the

first. World War ond cuntlnu&d until his .deeth .- April 19th/35, which took ;

place an. uouthend his ‘homg . for many yoar“. il e 4

g Best known as, writer of anton Elakq utcrles for whlch he created
popula; characters, Geqrege Mnrsdcn Plummer aud Aubrey Pexter. klso

wrote meny serlals, especially about horqe rocing, a sport in which he

Valarie Drew, the girl deteotlvo end her dog "Flash",

PENTELOW JOHN NIX (born March'Q(th ‘1872). Pplhaps better known under
.~some of hig:numerous pen names - Jeck North,.John West, Herry Huntingdon,
Richord nendolph Jandolph Ryle were just o few of them. It was really
futile trying (o) dlBgU1SQ hlchlf, for hi had such e distinctive style
that his admirers, and he hed meny, could recognise him at .a glence.
Unqler ‘his real nome was busy writing for boye' pepers in thu late 1880's.,
His first appeared when. he weg about 15, TFor a period in the Keiser Wer |
was editor of, geveral.of th% AP, papers, including the "Magngt'! and ' "Gem"j,

. yarng,, however, were. thus« of it \ycllffv end Haygarth. Splendid stuff
these; but above 211 he will be remewbered ond revered for his oricket
gerials, the:finest on the, geme eyer written. - Most of them oppeared in
the "Boys!' R»dlm" and included "bml*h of Jtocklandshire'", "Boy Bayley,
Prof9881om1]“ ond "Younb Imrdluy", prophetic name for e cricketer, that.
Zpart from his stories, wrote extremely interceting articles on .the King
of Games, and wag cdltor of "Cricket",

When he died many yeers sgo there pessed on one of the kindliest
and friondliest of men and many & men of meture years treasures lepters
penned by him, : ) e . i i
PIKE MOKRTON | Real ramu . H. Perry. His speclality was the.histori-
ool . yern and under his pen name wrote many fine ones for the¢ "Boys' '
Friend" and the "Doys' Herald". First in the former was "The Red Rapiers
followed by a sequel "The Plack Dragoons'. Later several 8o rlals and
completes about Robin Hood. Three of the serials wexre "Puy of, the q
Greenwood" (Boys' Friend) "Longbows of England" (Boys' Hcralq) @nq ;
"King of the Woodlends" (Boys' Friend). ' Most of his serials were 111us- |
trated by clever Val ,Reading, who was At bis best with hlstorical yarns.,
Under his resl and pen name was a populsT writer for "Chums" snd other
papers. Was an expert on military metters on which hé wrote articles
and also illustrated them. o i

1"

POOLE MICHAEL Public school stories, contributor to "Chums'", "The {
Laptaln"'mnd similer.mags.  AlSG 'wroté sdéveral stories for the 5.0, and |
B.F. 44, Librorics. Many of his yarns alsc published'in the bound book
form, titles include "The Duffer! of Danby'", "The Wegoner's Halt Mystery", !
"The Sky Patrol", "Weke up, Nﬂrston“vv ‘oécasionally would produce a8
Sexton Bluku yarn. ' e S ~ e
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QUIZ ROLAND .(born 1833, died 1914). Real name Richard Martin Howard
_ Quitterton. Author of the famous Tim Pippin stories which first appeare
“"in Henderson's "Young Folks' Paper" and reprinted several times,
“delighting children of severel decades.,

Wy e
(40

1Q E§gg. TALBOT BAINES Author of school stories. Born 1852, died 1893.

son; of a Knight and M.P, Later became director of the Reed Type Foundry
Firet. articles and short stories were published in 1879 in the 0Py
for which paper he annually reported the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race
for many years. Although he wes slways a "day" boy at school, his /i
descriptions of public echool life were strictly accurate. Many of his
short and serial stories oppeared first in the B.0.P., lager being re-
publiched in book form, many re-printed to-day, Titles include,

"The Adventures of s Three Guines Watch', "The Fifth Form at St.Dominics"
(probably the best known ), "Willoughby Captaine", "lteginald Crunden",

"A Dog with a Bad Name", '"Master of the Shell", "Sir Tudar!, "Cook House
at Felsgarth", - his last story was "Tom, Dick and Haxrxry",

ROBINSON FRNEST H, Contributed to nany A.P. papers, also Cassell's
"Chume". ' An expert rifle shot himself he introduced the Sharpshooters!
League which had a membership of thousands of boys. Chiefly wrote
aedventure jsfories both as serials ond ghorts, titles include "The Black-
birder's Treesure", "From Schoolcap to Crown', "The scorlet Ariel", "The
Bemboo Rod". He also wrote many fine articles for boys' papers on such
subjeots as X-Key, Radio. ' Reached the renk of Captein in World Wer I.
ROCHESTER GEORGE E. A very prolific writer who contributed to most
of the latter—day’.i.p. papers such as "Modorn Boy", "Champion", "Priumph"
also to the later volumes of the RO Tackled any subject, adventur
school story and had a flair for the futuristic. Also wrote several
yarns for "The Thriller" and his story "The Crimson Flash" wags No.l of
the short-lived, though regrotted, "Thriller 44. Library', Other titles
"The Yellow Seven", "Captain Robin Hood", "Dhe Despot of the World",

"The Scarlet Squadron", "Porson's X10 Plane", "Ghosts of the Guillotine",
"Buckareo, Outlawﬂ, "Kaffir's Curse".

ROWE JOHN G. (Gabriel) - (born at Liverpool 1874). Another writer
with an amazing output - so much 80 that he simply had to have e string
of pen names, Some of them were Charles Lewis, Mortimer Austin, Capt.
Arthur Ferris, Gregory Dungtan, Chas., A. Ransome snd James Bright,

His firet successful story wae written when he was 16 — it was
called "Cupid's Dart"! Then for years he was busy turning out yarns
of all descriptions for Pearson's, Newnes, Shurey's, Aldine, Henderson's,
Lang's and Harmsworth's, His first for the letter was "The Traitor
Guide", #d. "Marvel" No. 38 in 1894, Wrote many of the popular
"Tufty and Co." school stories for Henderson's Nugget Iibrary". When
& child, through the carelessness of a nursemeid, he suffered from s
fall which left him disfigured. ' Self-conscious about this he, in
leter life, grew a beard to hide the scars.
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Rose Iawn, Kingsgate, Broadstairs, Kent.
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- STORM  DUNCAN Wiote nany stories for the "Boys' Friend" weekly. Most

" glamorous Yvonne. With the latter developed a love interest with masterly

¢ @ TUART +-«DONALD Yet another of the Sexton Blake band of authora.
cdeocWrote his first pn scrape of paper when down and out. His most noteble

achievement woe & stage play entitled "Sexton Blake" which was success-
fully produced at the Prince Edward Theatre in London in 1930, the Arthur
Wontner playing the title role. This wes later published es e story in
the "Union Jack" under the title "Mr. Midnight". Stuart also ccntributed
to "The Thriller".. Some of the. titles:— "Sinister Mouse", "Sinister
Quest", "The Three Who Paid", "The Bolls of Doom", "The Third Victim",
"Phe Motor Bus Mystery ", "The Million Pound Film Mystery".

populur set of cluractcx , were "The Boys of the Bombay Cestle", a school
ship which toured the world. . ,These were rether of the slepstick veriety,
meny later re-publighed in.the !'B.F'. 4d. Library".

SYMONDS F. ADDINGTON ;-rBest known as editor of "The Champion". Made
it s tremendous suecess from the very start in 1922 Vacated the
gditorial cheir a*tpr ‘rather more than two yesrs, and all the personality
and the vim went with him,

In addition to his editoriel sctivities somehow found time to write
s lot of stories, using pen nemes - Forle Danesford end Howard Steele
among others. Momy of these yarns were of the “off the trail" type, to
use his own expression, with tltlen like "Zara of the Rerth Nen" andL
"In Terror'& Lealm",

Waa also. one of the blnd of nbxtnn Blﬁke -utbora. For these
stories he crested "The Reven" and "Claire de ILisle".

In his boyhood was e greet adpirer of -Arthur Brooke., They corres-
po. ed end later became greot friends,  Vhen eventually he became an
editor himself he had the unique, expericnce of welcoming to his ataff
the. ,men who had 80 inspired ; hlm when assmakl boy.

TFED GEORGE HAMIITON Annf‘ar Who knpw almost every . lend -on the fece
of th@ globe, plainly appeared in his stories. . Best known as a Sexton
Blake muthor and many place him at the top pf the liet of e hundred or
more writers who penned stories of “the "man from: Baker Street"., Wrote
more stories about him than anyone else with the possible exception of
Murray Graydon. Created nuneroug opponents for Bleake, including the

ekill, Also took over George Marsden Plummer when "Mark Osborne" died.
Also wrote the first story in the Sexton Bleke librery - "The Yellow
Tiger" - probably the finest story in Blake lore.

Dlmd during the late wer, 1vnving a gap which has never been filled.
WALEEY 3. For some reason his name niweys appeared just like that,
but it is believed that hies Christian name was Semuel. fle wes best known
for his exciting, blood-tinglirg pirste yorrns which usually appeered in

"Chume".. ~Some of the titles were "Crossbonee Island", "Yo Ho for the
Spenish Mein", "Tsallifer Trueblade', "Thée Ten Piretes", "Under the
Fiery Cross", "Jack O'Lentern". The stories were alweys illustrated

vividly by Paul Herdy. Many of his yarns were re-publiched as bound
books together with others that had not previously appeared ss serials
such a8 "With the Redskine on the War Poth".

!
!
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.HMSpQJ,St. John.  One of Hamilton Wdwerds' star turns and his chief school
~gtory. writer. ;. Had queint ideas of public schools, however, for his

ST. JOEN HENRY (b. Nov. 3rd 1869, d. Nov. 1926) Add Cooper to get his
real name. Pen nzmes Lieut. Paul Lefevre, Gordon Holme, and quite often

appeared to be more like reformatorics. Was at his best with adventure
yarns, trezasure island, the Navy in Nelson's dey, circus, ete.

Thought nothing of having hslf & dozen serisls in process on his
desk at once. Would dash off an instalment of "The Fourth Form at .
5t. Baodl'd (hie favourite school), then nonchalantly change to Mabel and
prepare for the reeders of the "Girls' Friend" more of the sdventures of
sweet Polly Green. He made contributions also to many of the adult
magazines: such as "The Merry" with humorous stories written under his full
name. Ta his spere time was e breeder of bulldogs. A relative of the
famous actress, Gladys Cooper.

SCOTT | MAXWELL (born Nov.14, 1863, djed Jen. 3, 1927). Actually

Dr. John Willjem Stenifcrth, s doctor with an extensive practice on the

Yorkshire Coast near Whitby. Whilst geing his roundgy: steadying the pulses

of his patients, he wes plotting to quicken thosc of the resders of his

inimiteble detective steries. Mony o men now approsching pension age

remembers him with gratitude and affection. AR
Created four detectives: "Nelson Lee" for the A.P. papers,

"Kenyon Ford" end "Vernon Reed" - "Big Tudget" and "Boys!' Leadex", and
Mertin-Dale" for “Chume', FHis fevourite theme - vast estetes, villdinous
peers and missing heirs, .Loved "to take his detecti - on a chase écrogs
the world. WorkédyW?;ﬁfa'Eradshaw end e Lloyds shipping list before him,
If he told you that’a train left Newcastle at 1.23 end errived King's Croes
6.47 you could be'sure that it was so. A good exemple of his peinsteking
metheds is connccﬁed‘With "The Iron Skull" which appeared in "The Boys!
feader", It had o dramatic finale - e thrilling race from Leeds to Armley
Gaol to save a life. Vornon Resd errived at the last second. Whilst
writing it Maxwell Scott journeyed epecielly to Leeds snd checked the run
to Armley, ‘wetch in hena. '“* i s

Paradexically he had sgversl pet cliches which he used agein and
again, Read en instalment of sny of his detective serials and you would
be almost certesin to find "OGuivering with emcitement", "ILike an arrow from
a bow", "In the twinkling of en eye", :

A few of his detective seriels wsire "Birds of Prey", "The Silver Dwarf",
(leter re-published es 2 serial in the N,L.), "The Tron Hand" (also appeared
serially in the Lee later), "The Great Unknewn", "The Winged Terror",
"Nelson Lee's Pupil" (introducing Nipper); 211 Nelson Lee yarns., "The
Seven Stere", "Hidden Gold" (Kenyon Ford), "The Red Hend" end "The Iron
Skull" (Vernon Read). Also wrote £ number of sport and school scrials
but these not up to the stenderd of his detective,gtories, Mexwoll
Scott died soon after the first World War snd was buried at Hinderwell,
Yorkshire.

SHAW FRANK H. Contributed to many 4.P. publications. A world
treveller, ship's captainy he wog Commander of & Balloon Scetion in
World Wer I, later in thé"RﬂN.R. on "Q" Boat service, Adventure yarns
were his specislity, many‘eppeering in "Chums". Titles include "The
Brand of Mystery", "His Crowvnship", "The Red Deluge'", "The Mystery Ship
of the Seven Sees", "The Fourth Finger of Ii Chang Suey". Also wrote
many adult short stories for such mags es "The Strend", "Red", "Cassell's"),
"Penny Pictorizl" ete. Wrote glgo.under pen neme Grenville Hemmorton .




| i ‘w@gﬁ ROBIRT TJJLI‘Y (born 1871, died 1921). The founder and
E %fﬂ*~f1rstiad1tor of "The.Captain" magazine. Contributed many short stories
‘| end:serials .of publicischool 1life, Relinquished theé editorship in 1910,
with the 23rdivolumeé, but-still continued to write fér the paper. Titles
include "Smith's Week" describing thetrdale of a junior mester's first
term at & public echooly "Bleck Evang", "The Mystery of Markham',
"Playing the:Game", "Groen at Gréyhduﬂe", "Dormitory Eight", "Greyhouse
Days", '"The- Three Prefect“” ”The Secret Seven", "J,0.Jones",
"Jim Mortimer" S 1
i - ¢y -

, | WODEHOUSE }?Mﬂmw GRENVILLE vyc .o The famous humourist, In his early
A deys. contributed several public scHéol stories to "The Captein", all in ;
the inimiteble style that beceme world renowned., ' An expert boxer, ‘
cricketer and footballer himeclf, the sporting ineidente in his school
yarns ‘were supeyb. . Titlds - ”The‘POthuntars" (hic first), "The
Meanoeuvres: of Charteris',. "The White Feather", "Jackson Jr.", "Tales of
b Wrykin" {short storics), "Teles of St. Austin's" (s.u.), "Heed of Kay's,"
"' “The Gold Bat", "A Prefect!s Uncle", mmd the P: Smith stories - "The Lost

Lembs", "The Nuw Fold" etc. During this period of hie carcer Wodehouse
, also contributed to "The Public School Magazine", All his stories were
| i later re-Published many--times es bound buoke

WRAY KEGINALD- (born 1861) 8Q Wrotc as Reginald DY s W.B,Home |
Gall the latter probebly his ronl name., In his eerly days saw life f
.all over the world and turned hig hand to 211 sorts of jobs including
‘that of e lumbérjnck. Could hungle a pen ag deftly es he could an axoe
end probably found the- lighter wegpon more remuncretive., Some of his |
" "earlier work appeered in’the ¥d. "Boys' Friend", scrials ineluded |
"Britisher snd Yankee", ‘"Ths Three R's", "Tremainc of Uppingdene" and

| ek vYhen Britone Fece the Fuu” " Algo wrotg "The Red Roger" for the ,
"Big Budzet.' When the “Boys' Realm" started it included his "Quest |
of the Scarlet Star". Could write a good quick action yarm, but had e

E - rather exeggerested, melodrometic style, in "death ot glory" fashion.
Thies wes ev1dbnt in such stories as "A World et Steke" and "A Might for

* Bmpire" in thé "Boys' Reelm". When thege storigs were re-printed in

““"the "Gem" the author wes given ss W.B. Home Gall. s Also wrote numérous
school stories full of elapatick humour. . , .ijn @ e ol B
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FRIENDLY RIVALS : L

Por several wécks in 1901 the fam-
ous "Chips" pair, Weary Willie and Tired
Gl SRl ¢ LY appearcd on the front page of the, |-
Pht R "Big Budget" along with that paper's -.. ‘
1 Yecomie: couple "Airy Alf, and, Bouncing
i .' .‘,Blllylr J
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Dwellers in the Greyfraivs Remove

- 1 L R s~ apegane

By m. H. Gander

: Readers who first became acquainted with Greyfriars during the
latter two-thirds of the "Magnet Library's" run might be excused if

they thought that the statur quo of the Remove Form hed been maintained
unchanged right from the beginning. After the arrival of Richard Hilary
in "Magnet" No. 559 not one character wag permanently asdded to the
Remove's roll; slthough several Gam:, played their part, and then went
away .

But the Remove were not agsembled in the space of 8 few WeokS——-—
a8 wo knew it, thet it, in the later ycars -- though doubtless it had e
full quota in Februsry, 19086, It took Frank Richserds five hundred snd
fifty-nine weeks to gether together thirty-eight of the thirty-nine
charectere who are listed in "Megned" No. 1659 -— one of the thirty-nine
1s not his, In those 559 wceks there hed appeared on the Remove scene
et least B0 Removites. Some of them left the school, voluntarily or
otherwise, eome just feded ewey like the old =oldiers. A ‘goodly number,
most of whom may justly be ignored, were creertions of writers other than
Frank Richards.

e e ———— e &~

Two of them who deserve » little ettention ere Archic Howell,
brother of Phyllis Howell of C1iff House School, who bobbed into and
out- of the stories for quitc o long time, end Piet Delorey. Piet's
case is rather peculiaxr, Cre.ted by J. N, Pentelow (-5 wne Archie
Howell also), he weg missing from the stories efter "Magmet" No. 952,
but continued to spperr both in the "Greyfriore Hloreld" supplement snd
in the Remove list thet weg: printed occesionelly. Archie Howell must
1ove puzzled rceders. When he wes mentioncd, he wes o study-mate of

Herry Wherton and Fraonk HNugent, but he wes neover brought into yarnms
by Frank Richerds.

How did the fermenunt members of the Remove arrive. and in whet
ogder?  ‘Let us skim lightly through our "Msgmets" and see.

Although Herry Wrarton come into the first Greyfriors story, very
strongly in fact, the title being "The Making of Horry Wherton," he
does not eleim to heve been in the Remove longer thean znyone clse.
Alreedy ot the scheol in "Mognet" No. 1 were six Juniors who were still
there in the lest: issue. They were Frenk Nugent, George Bulstrode (at
thet time the bully of  the Form), Billy Buntcr (somehow » different
Bunter from the one we ceme to know sc well later), Dick Russell,
Herold Skinmner, snd Peter Hezzldene.

That first story of Herry Wharton's schooldeys is probebly very
well knovm to Greyfriars fens, for though "Megnet" No, 1 meay be very
scarce, the story hes been reprinted seversl times, So there is little
need to sey much sbout Herry's conflict with his uncle, Cclonel Wharton,
his going to Greyfrisrs, hie troubles there, end his eventuel climb to
leadership of the Remove, Herry nade = bad stert with Frenk Nugent,
quarrcling with him," #nd they came to blows, But they beceme
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reconciled efter Wharton save! him from a wa atery grave in the river
Sark, znd if there have buen “ifferences bétwéen them since, they 4id !
not lsst,

Herbert Trevor madc his eppearange in "Megnet" No., 2, never played
lerge port in the storlgb, and wes on the scene to the end of the

paner's run. 1In° lirect contrest’'is Dob Cherry, who also errived in
No. 2, His chéety ”FcllJ, hél1e, hellel" became well known in the
Remove pessege endidn: the pages of "The:lMaegnet!, though:I fail ‘to see
2 ki, fa in‘"Thu Teming!of Herry!.- 't Wherton was nct yet tomed when Bobjimet
himjfénd. the imcviteblerrweult woe thet o fizht between . them was foreced
fupon ‘Bob.. Harry wes soundly licked, for Bob was ¢ greet fighting men
from the firet. Later, Harry would heve given 2 hetter eccount, of “
himself, They -scon made up their differences end Bob beceme the third
member of whet wes to be known 28 the Femous Four -- later the FPemous
Tive. (o ool

‘The next junior to srrive -nl steoy becrme the fourth membsr off'that
group -~ Hurrec Jemset Rem Singh, the Nebobof Bhﬁnipur. His fi¥st
stay et Greyfriars wes temporery tnd wes ré cpr 91 in "Magnet™ Ne. 6, he
being intended for Hprr Rosenbaum's Ace A,my, Wblbh was opened neer
y.;{gyfmurs. But "Inky", as he is nffwctlgnﬂt(lv 0111u1, managed to
eome back to Greyfriars permenently.

"Mognet" No., 8 sew Devid Morgan, of Wules, come into the storicé, i
end, ey -too,: stayed. on, sellom being:in the limelisht, - Next come
Mihky Desmonid,s from Irelend, in No. 15, who is also one of the lesser
characters, though both he andl Morgen are rpﬂl guol fellows, Micky
was followed by o boy.whe did not remsgin ot Greyfriars, but who rates
mention here ell- the:ssme.,,. He wes Frnest Levison, who errived in
No. 18 and pursued s=n unsevoury carcer until No., 46 when he was either
expelled or, whet emounts to the ssme thing, rgqubstcl to leeve, Later
he went to St. Jim's where, efter fcllowing o similer shaldy cereer, he
got ‘his feet on the rizht path 1n a wull—rn“;mbero& series: of stories
thet appeared in "The Gem" during World Wer I.

Not until "Megnet" No. 32 did another permenent player anpesr on
the Greyfriars stoge. He was Robert Smith, generally known in the
stories es Smith Minor becsuse he has en clier brother in the Fifth
Form, Smith Minor is minor not nly in his yeers but also in the role
he hos played in the Form. Three weeks later therc sppeared one who
hes at times playel more important parts thsn Smith Minor ever did, “but
is & rather detestable charscter, due largely to his being sc much dnder
the influence of Herold Skinner. He is Williem Stott, and he arrié@d

.in "Magnet" No,. 35, o

Wun Iung, the little Chinese jJunior who has eppesréd in meny
gtories, came elong in "Magnet" Nc. 36, with his prevericetions, con-
Juring, pice with very mysteriocus fillingg, ond "N~ savvy"., He wes
fcrtun"tc to find himeelf in Bob Cherry's study, the burly Bob szeing
to it that Wun wos ‘not unduly impased upon.

et w1ll be seen that Removites Luutlnkl to atay long et Greyfriers
were coming into the sturies with que regulerity, smd seven wecks
after the leFnt of Wun Lunw there of mu_fn the scene Donald Robert Ogilvy
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An the yeosrs to come, the sction of this story took place at Greyfrisrs.

seholarship, Merk promptly encountercd the bitter santegonism of the

beedrie one of the must populer fellows in‘thé Remove, good et gemes, but |

in "Mognet! No. 43. As wrs the cese with some of the other enrly
members of ‘the Remove, Ogilvy ceme in without eny fanfore, elthough he
did pley important parte in scme leter stories. No. 43 wes the first

"Megnet" Christmes Number, but unlike s¢ meny Christmes Number stories

No, 45 Saw 'the errivel <f one who pleyed a leading part in the yarns
that tell of his struggles sgcinst heavy odds to estoblish himself at
Greyfriers —- lMork Linley, from Lencoschire. Fntering the school on o

worst fellewe in-the Form, sbetted by some who shouldsheve known better.
In "i Led From Lenceshire" we leern of his errival and of his heing met
et Frierdale stetion by o smell sroup of Remcvites, headed by ‘Bulstrode,
Their ettempts to "bsit" the new btoy were not sltogether sucdessful,
Linley being fully cszpeble of leoking efter himself. Bbut the cool re-
c:ption he got at the school nade him feel uncomforta™le, to say the
lesst, end for a time it wes touch-sni-go whether he would give up the
ettempt to moke o placec-for himself. - He 4id not, however, end in time

toc much given tc study tc teke » large part in out-of-Form setivities.

Sidney Jemes Sncop clso mede his first aeppeerence in No. 45, but
without eny fanfsre, which in his cace wes just es well, for he hecdme
one of that unsevoury trio, Skimner, Snocp, #nd Stott. :

New boys who steyed were coming elong less often now, enl it wes
five months before snother sppeared. But he wes worth waiting for, he
boing Tom Brown from New Zcelsnd, whose errivel is recorded in "Magnet"
No, 86, "The Chum From New Zealsnd", Tom ceme out of Frierdale station
rizht into o Form row, kemove vs. Uoper Pourth, and wes not slow to Join
in. Arrivin: ot the schuol, he wes sc¢ unfortunate s to "floor"

Mr. Quelch, the htemove master, with a well-placed kick of & football

into ‘the echeol duor, but, teing e new boy, adt off with e "wigeging" .
Tom Brown steyec. on et Greyfrisrs, quickly becuming one of the Remo¥e
stelwerts, and wes heerd of dovn through the ycers.,

Anthony Treluce is {irst noticed in No. 116, and epsrt from re-
cording thet he is Cornish, there is little to say of him, for he came
into the stories quictly snd hes dome little to attrect ettention since.

: but if Treluce ceused no stir, the same cannot be serid of the next
Removite to rrrive at Greyfriars. He wad Herbert Vernon-Smith, who
came in No, 119, snd if Frank Iticharde hed not sdded o notable name to
the Remove list for some months he made up for it now, Smithy's full
neme wes given es Herbert Tudor Vernon-Smith, but such a nifty name aid
not prevent him from quickly becoming knovm eg "The Bounder'", a term
which stuck to him cven after he no longer deserved it., '"The Bounder |
of Greyfriars'" introduced us to the arrogant, weedy, unscrupulous cnly
son of a purse~proud fether who did not hesitate to foree Dr. Locke to
allow Smithy to stay et the sechool When he ri¢hly deserved coxpulsion.
Smithy greduclly leerned better woys, the first improvement being his
becoming ethletic, though it was probebly becouse doing so would eneble
him the bhetter tc further his bitter antagonism to Herry Wherton and his

advertise in the Collectors' Digest
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* School, played en importent part. He entered the school during class

friends. He carrioed this entegonism to the point of pgetting most of
the Famous Five sent from Greyfriars, only to be foiled by Bob Cherry,
who rofused to leeve. In time Smithy mended his weys until he beecame !
almost & model cheracter, only to do-some bock-sliding in later yeors. !
In splte of this, he wae probebly one of the most popular of the Romov-
ites with '"Megnet" reoders.

Next to errive on the Groyfriers scene was the simple-minded
Alonzo Todd (No. 125), "The Duffer of uruvfrlars" Alonzo wee born to |
have his leg pulled, end pulled it wos, unmersifully. Alonzo weg f
featured a lot for £ time, but I have e feeling that he 7id not go over !
too well with readers —— I moy be wrong -— for laeter he venished from

Creyfriers and we were infcrmed thet his heslth wes not rebust enough
for school life., He wee met with Lcc:z1onally, however, away from
Greyfriars, »nl wes found in Romeve lists to the end.

Alonzc wasg swon follewed, in "Megmet" No. 128, by Tom Dutton, who,
efflicted with Jesfness thot seemed to be even more of en affliction to
his schoolfellows than it wes tc himself, is 2 good chep, but has not
taken z grest part in the aturlhun

The arrival of nc more pormanent Removites was recorded until

Noe. 150, when Ficher T. Fish, from Noo Yerk, breezed on to the scene
with his many schemes to get rich quickly =t thoe exnense of someone elsc.
I rether wish he had stcyed in little c¢le Noo Yark, for ths good of both |
Greyfriars znd "The Meemet", ond will pass on to the next newcomer, ]
noting meonwhile the reply of the Bditor «f the peper to "A Loyal
Canedian RHeoler" (who probebly felt s I do) in "Megnet" No. 40T:
"Fisher T. Fich i never intended to reprasent a typicel Americen, sc
keep. ‘cool .M T-wills

Johmny Bull, the fifth member of the Femous Five, arrived ot

Greyfriors right on the heels of Fishy, being first met in "Magnet"

Nove 25l » Juhn Bull Junior, as he wes then known, .wes about 2 Aiffer-
ent from Fishy 28 he could be, = blunt, outspoken iniiviiusl, as honest
as the day. But he¢ wes doomed to share Study Nc. 14 with Fishy, and
meny & time did he put & temporary end to the lotter's peculier: finen-
isl ectivities, Johnny's srrivel was rclatel in the story, "The Girls'
School Ch.llense", in which Merjorie Hezeldene & Co.l, of Cliff House

huurs,'unu the first' intimation the Jjuniors had of his presence wes en

|rthly weiling flcetins throush the corridors end down the steirs
mlvinﬂ them the impression thet somcone wes in mortel BIONY . It turned
out to be just Johnny Bull plsying his concertine. He never did lesrn
to meke swoet music on it, end must have ceased trying, for after s time
no mere wag heard ¢f the concertine. It was Johnny who first got the
idea of & junior woekly magrzine, which he eslled "John Bull Junior's
Weekly". Fiehy started "The Greyfriars Horald" later, only to have it
teken over by Herry Whorton & Cc. - The next week's story told more shout
Johnny, it being entitled "Jchn Bull Junior".

No Juniors came intc the Rumove to stay for seversl monthe, the
next being Percy Bolsover (wanut Noe 182, Y"The Coek of the W:lk”) of
whom 1ittle need be seid except that he more then filled the epot left
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vacant as Forw bully by George Bulstrode. L hulking brute of.a fellow,
he "1icked" the Remove!'s chempion fighting men for the time being, and
it was necessery to cell in the help of Sclly Lezorus, of Courtfield, to
put hinm in his place.

I'Mire weeks later Lord Mauleverer come to Greyfriars in "The Schoolboy
Millioneire", in "iz¢net" No. 184. Though festured in that story, Mauly

gsottled down to o rsther unceventful carcer, but we do remember him s
lesder of & "barring-cut! yecers later. T: wes too unenergetlic to exert
himself to the necessory extent tu come to the front in Form effairs.

"Phg Magmet" hed now been published for three years, twenty-seven
of the permenent membersof the Remove had come into the stories, end
there were twelve yet to come, The next wes Dick Penfold, son. of: the

Frierdele cobbler, who won o scholarship. -~ He arrived ot Greyfriers in
"Megnet" No. 194, and ir*: iat 1y wes the-object of persccution perhaps
more bltt(r then thet direscted eerlier against Merk Linley. But he,

tceo, wes made of the ”rlrht etuff” an’l triumphed over ell obatacles,

The case of Peéter Todd, the cousin of the zuileless Alonzd who: !
looks like Alcnzc end is so differcent, hss me puzzled, Should he be
mentioned here becouse of his first coming to Greyfriers ("Magnet' .
Noe 205), or lutwr in the spct he occupied lue .to his arrival as a
Remevite? In "The Duffer's Double" Alonze met his'cousin awey from
Greyfricsrs and wes p;ruurﬂ¢d by Peter to let him g0 t¢ the school as if
he were Alonzo., The letter egreed, en’ the Remcvites had a great sur~
prise, four Peter was a doughty fighting man -- dcughtier, in fact, then
he seemed to be lateér -- and defeeted a2ll-comers, incluiing the burly
Bolsover, The masguerede wes corried on only to the end of that story

o

in controet to Billy and Welly Bunter, who, years leter, cerried’on their

switching of identities for weeks ~- 2nd Peter went away, not to .return

z#g & member of the Remove until "Magnet" No. 271, more than a yeay. later.

Eloven weeke pessed by snd then !fonty Newleond became 2 member of
the Remove (No. 216).. Monty Newlsnd is Jewish, end he immedietely came
up agoinst onti-Scmitism., Being o boy of strong charecter, he faced up
to it .bravely, but his future et the o0ld school lcoked black indecd when
it bu-aﬂp knovm thet Tr. Locke, the Headmaster, was involved financially
with & Jewish money-lendler, Moses Levinski. The latter, who was
ecq antcu w1th Newland, creceted & scene at Greyfriers when he ealled to
demand of the Head repeyment of e loen that k:l ectually been repaid
with interest emounting to fifty per cent. The wrath of the juniors
when they leerned of this wes turned against Newlend, who had & rough
time until it beceme public knowledge thot he had used his influence
with Levinski to furce him to return to Dr. Locke 211 the papers rogard-
ing the debt, Frém then on Monty wes well esteblished with all the
fellows whe mattered. He is @ #zood chap, & #00d ethlete, and well able
to gtand up for himself, ;

New srrivels in the Remove were now few ani far between ond it wes
the hetter part of o year before Richerd Rake hecame known to the
Rem vites ("Megnet" No. 258).. He was hnnLuIcA with o story in which

1}
?
!
1

A Happy Christmas to you all
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Jhe pluyed a lesding part, and he proved to be handy with his fists,
‘Ldtﬁr hg ubl om ‘cane to the fare

Poheeks later Bnothér new Removite was introlucel to "HMegnet"
readers, enl once ogein he wes one who 1id not often play a leading

.role -— though he 1id play onc more often, I think, then did Dick Rake,
“"He weg Oliver Kipps, who brou ht with him e mervellous ability to per-

forth conjuring snd sleight-of-hand tricks. Kippe hnd e good innings,

. anyway, in the story which introduced him, "The Schoolboy Conjuroxr',
'"Mdpnet” No. 268 — onc of his stunts being the pl,yinn of foothall on

hig¢ hands insteed of in the usuzl ‘menner.
‘YU T4 wes just over a yesr before "Megnet" No. 322 brought with it,

in "Fibley's Wheeze", William Frnest Wibley, the schoolboy eeter. When
he entered the school for the first time, he hesrd proceeding from the
"Rag" the voices of two juniors, on¢ threstening to kill the other,
Thoroughly "lﬂrmbﬂ, he rushed to the rescue, but found the Aoor locked

So he went outside, climbed through en open window, and rescued Frnnk
Nugent from decth ot the hends of Herry 'harton, giving the latter e
severe bump on the chin in the process. Wibley wes quite embarrassed
to find that, far from effecting 2 thrilling rescue, he had only
interrupted thu Junior Dramatic Scecicty in e rehearsel of "The Red
Rover"., Wibley is e very self-setisfied youth, s- he snologised and,
expleining that he is e bit of en sctor himself, offered to take a part
in the play. By wey of thanks he wes returned to the outdoors, quite
guddenly, by wey of the window through which he had entered the Reg.

But Wibley wasn't onc to blush, like the viulpt unscen, and it wasn't
long before he, and not Harry Wharton, ubu the lquwr of the Dremetic
Society. During his stey et Greyfrisrs Wibley hes pulled off some very
dering impersonstions, the lotest being that recorded during the last
few months of "The Mdgnet'. :

We arc now getting neor the end of the list, ond among the six
whose errivels are still to be recorded one stands out more in Remove
affeirs, perhsps, than any of the others. He is Sempson Quiney Iffley
Fi¢ld, whose errival wes told of in "Magnet" No. 343, "A Cool Card",
The date of this issue is September 5th, 1914, which indicates thet we
heve now come tC the beginning of Verld Wer I. No. 343 is onc of the
few "Magnets" thet I do not have, so I conmdt tell of Field's eyrival
at Greyfria ru. He immediotely became known as "Squiff", life being
toc short, ssid Bob Cherry, to say "Sampson Quincy Iffley Field', and
his forceful chorecter quickly cerried him to the forefront of Remove
affeirs. For & time, whem Johnny Bull sailed away to Austrslia, it
looked as if Squiff would teke his place in the "Co.'", but Johnny came
back. Squiff, by the wey, ceme from Australia to Greyfriars,

Almost two yeere passel, znd then, in "Magnet" No. 432, "The Boy
Prom South Africe'", we met Piet Dclarey. J. N, Pentelow, creetor of
Piet Delarey snd writer of this story, told a tole of =2 boy coming from
Scuth Africa fu Greyfriars in war-time,and meeting scorn and renroech
on the grounds thet he wes the son ¢f e rebel. The truth of the matter
eventuclly ceme out ond et the end of the story Squiff sayss "Delarey's
father is no more e rebel then minc, or Beb Cherry's . « o He was out

i
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with Bothg to bunp%icwnutbyarcbnls cee and noWrhe'!'s in: Bast Af%ica,

f¥ghting’ éé;l_‘l’:"f“'.;"'I._ﬁ.';.,-'x;vf:.tn remcmber that J NPT hed Delarey pal up
with Squiff ond Tom Brown to form e Celenial Co. in later Greyfriars
stories that he wrote, but, 29 alreedy mentioned, Piet Delarey venished |

from the stories efter "Magnet" No., 952.

A few more monthe pessed before Sir Jimmy Vivian, Boronet, was
literelly snatched from the gutter and sent to Greyfriars. This
happens in No. 471, "Sir Jimmy of Greyfriasrs'. Once he wes cstablished
a¥ the school he stopped being of much importance in the stories, but ot
first he did not fare tco well, due t¢ his rather crude ways end talk,
which smecksd of Carker's Rents, With the help of the better fellows,
including '"Mauly'", who is his somewhat distant relstive, Jimmy came
through the ordesl successfully and has remained in the Remove since,

. sharing Mauly's study. QU

£in Anotﬁar's Place", in "Magnet" No..517, brought us Tom Redwing,

son of e seilormen who lived at Hawkscliffe, & small village some miles
elong the coast f¥om Greyfriasrs. Tom saved the lifc of Vernon-Smith
when the latter's bort went drifting to sea. Then he met a8 fellow
going to Greyfriars, Clavering, who. would rather go into the Army, being
large’ for-his years. Redwing was persusded to take Clevering's place,
and went to the school @s him, little thinking thet the fellow whose .
life he had seved wes o Greyfrisre fcllow. What heppened made e fine
- series  of stories; and the time came when Redwing wee able, after

.leaving Greyfriars, to comc back in his own neme, where he has since
been Smith's closest pal,

Now wi hove comg to the last two to be pleced on the Remove roll
for keeps, Napoleon Dupont, who is introduced in "Napoleon of Greyfriors",
"Mognet" No. 540, and Richerd Hilery, whose errival is told of in
"Megnet" No. 559, "A Cese. of Conscience'. Neither of them pleyed
importent parts subsequently. Nap fell foul of Bolsover, but later
became os much 2 pal of the bully's as he ever had. Hilary's eéarly
days at the school Were troubled by his heving a conscientious objector
for a father, which was not celculated. in October, 1918, to make him
popular with his schoolfellows. But his father turned up, following
a change of heert, in the King's uniform, =nd Hilsry's path beceme
smoother. :

Thus we come to the end of the Remove list of thirty-nine boys as
given in “Megnet" No. 1659, which has been used in preference to that
in "Magnet" No. 395, the lotter showing forty-four fellows.

GIRLS' BOOKS WANTED: School Friend, Schoolgirl, Schoolgirls'
Own, Schoolgirls' Own Weekly (up to 193%9) also Schoolgirls'
Own Library, particularly by Hilda Richards, Marjorie Stan-
ton, Joy thillips, in old series of S.0.L. Also No.2 S.0.I.
(new series - post-war) "Miss Nameless of the Holiday Camp"
by Gail Western.

Gordon Kirby, 55, Forest Street, Bendigo, Victoria, Aust-
ralia. ‘
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. Reprinted: Stories in. the “Sexton. Blake Librarey
F b SR LT S

o TR L el '(
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William ‘Colcombe

Below ig 2 list of theireprinted stories that have sppeared in
"The Sexton Blake Iibrery" (2nd series). It°is complete es far as I
know, but it is Juct possible ;that . one or two others msy be reprints,
for instsnce, No.608 "The Bailiff's Sccret" mey be s reprint of No.l75
"Thu Man from hlo” .eng. No.656 "The Pjtal Fortung" ie most probably a
reprint of one of thv ehrlimr worke of Andrew Murray, for until this
story . appeerod h( d not writtmn g Bloku yarn' since the 1920's.

A11 of Plurru Quiroulc's 1ntar storlus were, reprints, mostly of ‘his

early Librery toles, but No's 540, 569, A0T7, 621, 630, A58, AB4 and 691
ere based on some of hiprwork in YThe Union Jack" #nd it may be that

Np;3491 is wlso in this some getegory. I am sure that No,462, 420 ond 423

are' reprinted let series stories, dbut I am unable to trace the originnls.

¥or the scke of complutenf gg it should be noted'thet No.4 (third

.series) 1@ o- rcplint of No.356.(2nd gerice) "The Hed"Stiletto",

Ber .o, Original Title Reprinted 2nd Scries Title end Number
1 163 The Secret of the Frozen North. 416 Deed Mant's Diary.
420 The Secruet of the Woods.
; 423 The Missing Spy
1 258 The Hiders Of The Sonds. 426 ‘The Riders Of ' Sands.
1 151 The Mystory Box. 4352 Thé Mystory Box.
1 204 The Seerct of the Rod. Mountain. 436 The Red Mountain.
1 221 The Phentom Of TLu Pdeific. 440 The Phentom Of The Pacifie.
1 193 The :Sedred City.- : " 1443 The Seored City.
. 243 TheCrimson Domino. $aEEy 448 The Red Domino.,
1 141 The Mystery of the! L%Ving %1 'Mhe Tiving Shedow.
n : q hsdow, £y A g
1 287 The Outlew Of Jugo Slavia. - .t455 The Outlﬂw 0f Jugo Slavia.
1 300 The Crse Of The 5 Dummy Books. 458 The Case of the 5 Dummy Books.
462 The Slavers Sccrot.
1 307 The Crimson Belt. .. 463 The Orimson Belt,
1 330 The Vanished Million, A6T7 The Venished Million.
1 352 The Forest Of Fortune. ; AT1 The Forest Of Fortunc.
1 318 The Secret Of The Black Wallet. 475 The Men With The Bleck Wallet.
1 217 The Cese of the Rejoh's Son. 479 The Mystery Of The Rejsh's Son.
1 339 The Case Of The Kidnzpped Legetee 487 The Sceret Of The Gold Locket
«} 111317 The Skrine Of Kali. . ' 488 The (urs@ Of Keli.
¢ 491 The nbcrrt Of The Armament King
1 374 The Riddle Of Thd‘Lost H7tE} "0 The I.v&na Mystery.
2 S The: Mystery Of The Plg t%guu 508 The Soho Cafe Crimes:,
2 18 The Adventure of the nlb“nl n 512 The Mystery Of The Albanien
ew‘,np‘:r ., «dAvenger,
1° 254 The Sign In The Sky.’ 520 The Secret Of Thr Tong.
1 303% The Lost Expedition, 523 The Lost Expedition.
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Reprinted Stories in "The Sexton Blﬂkp Librory" - 2
Ser.lo. Original Tltlb. Rbprlntud 2nd ouries Title & Number
2 45 The Ethiopisn's Secret. 552 The -Ethiopinn's Secret.
2 41 The Island Of The Guilty. 536 The Island Of The Guilty.
2 30 The Cose Of The .Long F% maa 55% The Case Of The Long Firm Frauds.
2 36 The Cose Of The Blaukﬂ 1 ed 563 The Cese Of The Plackmd%led
3, : aron Ay Aronet
2 9 The Qeee Of The Mcn ho w<ver 568 The Cese Of The Man Who Neyer
sl o Slept. el Slept.
2" 26 Phe Birton Menor Mystery. 576 The Curse Of The Santyres.
2 13 The iiystery Of The Sw;g%ﬁgt 582 The lMystery Of The Swenley Vinduct.
1 169 The Secret Of The Six Elﬂck 589 The Mystery Of Whﬂ Misaing sv1*tor.
2 19 The CGrert Canel Plot. ,,f5QOﬁThe Groot Csnal Plot : k
2 76 The Crook Of Flect Strest, ~ 604 The,Crook Of Fleot- Streets . |
2 77 The Terror Of Thngicr. 615 The Terror Of Tangier. o
2 65 The Excrvator's Seerct. 620 The Excevator's Secret.
2 115 The Priscners’ Of Peru. 623 The Prisoners Of Peru.
2 89 The Tiger Of Canton. 628 The Tiger Of Canton.
2 105 The Fatel Pit. : 631 The Fatal Pit.
2 121 The Caee Of Thé Pcisoned Tun. 635 The Ctige Of The Poisoned Pen.
{ 2 113 The Cnse Of The Disgiiis 640 The Cose Of The Disguised Apache,
A Jbll\ .
2 119 The Mystery Of The Fllg City. 644 The Mystery Of The Film City.
2 123 The:Gisnt City Swindle. 646 The Giant City Swindle.
2 124 The Secret Of The. Snows. 651 The Seeret Of The Snows.,
2 108 The Phantom Of The. Wi:11l. 659 The Phantom' Of The MI11l,
2 . 82yThe Night Club Mystery. 663 The Night Club Mystery.
2 102 The Riddle Of Théx imber Room. 66T7:The Sign Of The Black Festher.
2 131 The Riddle Of The Tes%t End 672 The Ritdle of ‘the West End
Hairdresser. ' Heirdressex|.
1 102 The Casc Of The Burmese Degger 675 The Burmese Dagger. .
2 116 Mhe Great Trunk Mystery. 676 The Great Trunk Wyotqry.
2 112 The Tpur Of Terror. 680 The Tour Of Terror.
2 33 The Impersonators. 683 The. Impersonaters.
2 144 The Case Of The Bogus Monk ' 687 The Case Of The Bogus Monk.,
2 145 The Cese of the Rejuvenated 692 The Cese Of The Rejuvenated
' Millionaire. ' illioneire.
2 147 The Rubber mluyvlurﬁ, 693 The Tubber Smugglers. i
2 151 The Fur Raiders 700 The Fur Raiders.
2 155 The Case Of ?hu Bhot: By O, 703 The Csse Of The Shot P.C.
1 86 The Red Heart Of The Incas. 704 The Csse Of The Sacred Ruby.
2 158 The Terror Of Gold Digger Creek.707 The Terror Of Gold Digger Creek,
1l 63 The Secret Of The Hulk. 708 The Secret Of The Hulk. l
i 28 Sexton Blake - )puc1 1 Constable, 711l Sexton Blake - Specisl Consteblle.
2 152 The Mystcry Of St rnVad Towers. Tl4 The Mystery Of Sherwood: Towers .
2 165 The ALVnuturr Yi 'he 8th 718 The Adventurce Of The ?f
Noire. VMillioneire.
2 171 The Cese Of ”V Crimson 723 The Case of The Crimson Conjuror.
(“un]urur.
2 32T The Consulting hoom Crime 726 The Consulting Room Mystery.
2 164 The Cese 0f The Jack of “lubs,;28 The Case of The Jack of Clubs.,
he Pwrnty Yeors Of Hate.
2 358 Dead Man's Bay. 734 The Riddle Of Dead Man's Bay.
2 344 The Ghost Trail. 738 The Riddle Of The Yukon,
2 335 Doomed Mer. 740 Doom=d Men.
1 %74 In The Night Wotch. 744 In The Night Wotch.
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_ Heigh-Ho rhe Holly

I i e o

e By Eric Feyne

" The most popular issue of eny periodicsl in eny yeer, — the Xmes
Numbert . These Christmes Numbers had something! Lashings of holly,
mistlefde,’end snow, - alweys it wes a "white Christmes", ~ the hips
and: hews bobbed on the-hedges, the ice wes thick on the leke, there
were turkeys and plum puddings, end slmost slweys, 2 festive ghost roamed
eround as the wind weiled through the old elms.,

Until 1917 there wes e specirl Double Number every Christmas, often
with 2 bright snd sessoneble coloured ecover. I wonder why the Double
Number cied with the first world wer. Maybe becausc the normel weekly
prices of the pepers hed risen, and the publishers felt that "doublc
size, double price" might come¢ too much of » burden, even for one weck
only. But, the bookstrlls were definitely the pcorer for the passing
of the Double Number.

I propose to glance over the Christmes Numbers of the Gem and the

Magnet., - It is impossible, of course, tc cover them 211, but it is
interesting to reeell the most outstending. ;

The. first Gem Chriatmas Number, s double one, price One Penny for
this week only, Usu:l eize end pricc next weck, conteined "Tom Merry's
Christmas". It wes doted 23rd November 1907. TFor years the Gem
Christmas number cpposred in Novembor, and the Megmet's similer desue
sbout three wceks loter,. It is probebly for this reeson that many of
the Gem Christmes Number stories were located at the School.

But "Tom Merry's Christmes" had e resl yuletide setting, It
had no: plot, but was just = jolly fcast of Christmes cheer. The story
occupied 2) pagec, but hed only two illustretions, which gives en ides
of the length of those early teles, L

Incidentelly, this Christmes was spent et Tom's home at Laurel
Ville, Curiously encugh, the lest Christmas story in the Gem was also |
cecntred ot Leurel Ville in 1939, S0 Tom Merry spent his first and his
last Christmas at Huckleberry Heath, I wencer whether Martin Clifford
realised this!

November 215t 1908 broeught e 60-page issue, illustreted profusely
by Werwick Reynolds, The story hed the hackneyed title "The Ghost of
“ St. Jim's, - though it wee not hackneyed at thet time. It was Binks,
the page, who pleyed the ghost,

. The Megnet wos now going strong, end on'December 5th 1908 there
came the first Double Number ¢f the Magnet, containing "The Greyfriars
Victory".

Have you joined the 01d Boys' Book Club

(30)




PTRP————————————R R ———

Nated November 20th 1909 wes Gem Xmas Number containing "The
TPerrible Three's Christmas Party". Tt was -one of a series of stories

.dn.which Tom Merry visited Frence. This story was reorinted in the

S0 LR insthe nxn&tﬂrn-thirti g, and, probasbly due to this fect, its
sppesrance as & reprint in the Gem was congiderebly belated. - It

acturlly wzs thé story in the 1937 Christmes Number, which, incidentally,

wes the last Gem ‘with the Red snd Blue cover. The 1909 Christmes
Number was the first Gem Dcullw Vumber illustrat.d by Macdoneld.

November 19th 1910 wes the date of the Christmss Number for that
year, ‘but the sstory i"Levison, the Schoolboy Detective" hed no Christmes
flovour. It hod evidently been written for £ normnl sized Gem, for the
igsue wes cthluted with two other adventure stories and two seriels.

"The Magnet thrt yeer geve "Bunter's Bust-U ", =nd this issue also
P
contained three uth,r stories end o serial.

November 18th 1911 brousht yet snother "Ghost of St. Jim's", end
this time the ghost was Mr. Selby's relative, This story wes re-—
printed et leost three times in the Populer, end it eppesred egein in
the Gem. Three weeks later the Magnet presented "Wingate's Folly", in
which the Captein of Gruyfrlaru fell in love. The issue also con-

tained e 8t. Jim's story "The Steors of the Circus", introducing Tomsonio's

fircus, of which Mr. Hemilton had written under his pen-neme of Harry
Dorrien., : ’

Nated Novetber 23rd 1912, the Gem Double Number presented & very
fintu =nd unususl mystery story "Nobody's Study". Though this story
was often asked for, I believe it wes only reprinted once, The 1912
Christmes Number 2lsc contained "The Grammar School's Triumph'", intro-
ducing St. Jim's and ylcombe Grommer Sch. ol. This t2le¢ was reprinted
from the old Lplr“ Librery, undur th» ~uthorship of Prosper Howard.
Many have SUjmu“t‘ thet the letter wes yet enother name for C.H., but

Mr. Hamilton does not claim the ¢ ut}grunip of the Grammar School tales.

'1913% is memcrable beceuse this year the Double Numbers flrut hed

! sppecial coloured covers. The Gem, loted November 22nd 1913, contained

feameus story "The Mystery of the Painted Room", - the firstieof meny
Christmeses which the chums spent et Eazstwood House. (When the story
wos réprinted in the Gem some 20 yerrs 1later, o "sub" writer put in cne
or two extre ohepters in order that the story might be extended over
two 1sn es.) That 1913 Double Number of the Gem also conteined "Tha
Showgas s Double", one of C.H.'s Herry Dorrian stories of the circus.
rupfintcd from Pluck. '

The Mognet, dated December 13th 1913, gave "Phe Four Heroes". By
November 1914, the war wes on, but the publishérs hed not yet felt the

\,pnpvr pinch, and the Double Number wes 88 large’ as ever. The Talbot

hed started, end Mertin Clifford naturslly turned out "Malbot!s
CLrlutmps”.

The seme year, & fow weeks later, the Magnet prescnted "Drummed Out

kl Greyfriers", one of the .'Feud with the Bounder" stories. This
deservedly famous story scemed a sombre choice for Christmas.

S——— i, B T



| November 1915 brought "A Stolen Holiday", complete with coloured
cover. In this 48-vege issuc, the St. Jim's chums visited an uncle of
D'Arcy., That year, dated December 1lth, the Megnet gove the much eriti-
cised "Harry Wharton & Co's Pantomime', end this issue contained the
words and music of a song "Relly Round". Part-composer of this song weas
Samways, who wrote meny '"sub! stories in the Magnet in his time.

The wer was dregging on, but November 18th 1916 saw yet another Gem
Christmes Double Number. The story was "In the Scats of the Mighty" by
| g "gub" writer, snd it wes illustrated by Werwick Reynolds, so the readers
| of thet day perheps did not find it too satisfying.

Then in 1917 came the last of the Double Numbers. The Gem had 32
pages and o coloured cover by Reynolds, - the latter e hideous effair.
The tale "The Shadow of the Past" re-introduced Velentine Outram. That
issue elso conteined a St. Jim's "Who's Who'.

The Magnet, soon afterwerds, geve "The Greyfriars Christmas Party",
a gsorry affeir written by J.N.Pentelow, the editor at that time. The
ssue also conteined o Greyfrisrs "Who's Who" as well as various short
stories,

So ended, for ever, the ere of Christmas Double Numbers. ILater
Christmes Numbers heve probsbly hod equal cherms. Many of the Gem
Christmas Numbers after 1918 corried "sub" stories, until 211 the above
mentioned early stories were republished in their turn. Can you remember
the Christmas issue which carried "A Christmes Berring Out", when the
8t. Jim'e fellows refuscd to go home because Tom Merry hed been expelled?
Or another Christmas at Eestwood Housc, when he had e feul with Cardew?

In the Magnet, do you remember "Harry Wherton's Christmas", spent
with the Bounder at Monte Carlo becsuse Herry had quarrelled with his
! chums? Herry then querrelled with the Bounder, and went to Jimmy Silver
at ‘the Priory to make the "Boys' Friend" Christmas Number of thet yocar.

Do you romember the Christmas at Meulever Tuwers when the Red Rarl
walked? Do you remember spending one Christmes st Combermere Lodge and
enother a2t Reynhem Towers? Do you rec2ll when Bunter reformed after
v reeding Dickens' "Christmes Carcl"? Do you remember one less attractive
J Christmas on the high sess with Compton of the Pifth? And enother Christ-
| mes at Hilton Hell? Not to mention o Christmss ot Coker Lodge, when the
Co. rescued thc ceptive Hursce? Do you recall a Christmes when Loder and
Wingzote fought in the snow? And whet sbout Bunter hiding himself in the
ettic et Wharton Lodge end spending Christmas there unhbeknown to anybody?

} Do you remember that Christmes st Wharton Lodge when the Head and Barnes, |
Y the Courtfield cracksmen, peid e visit? Do you recsll the Christmas when
| Wharton very neerly spent Christmas with Trumper, seiling round the coast]
And that last sed Christmes when Mr. Quclch had hcen kidnapped?

Yes, those Christmes Numbers snd those Christmes stories were
unforgetteble. Milestones of memory!

How meny ghosts were "lzid" by Harry Wharton and Tom Merry it would
i be difficult to sey, Or how many secre! passeges they discovered.

Jut a Christmas Number without enow smd 2 ghost would have been
like e Christmes dey without a pudding., As the Bard might have said,
"Heigh~ho the Holly, thosc Teles were most Jolly!"
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Collectors Whaos Who

o e o e e et g

The most popular feature in our firet "Annual' would appear to have
Time and time agein during the year
we have hoard how useful it has been in helping collectors of like tastes
It was, of course, essential we .should

been the '"Collectors' Who's Who'.

in getting to know ¢ach other.

bring it up to date and repeet it egain thie yeer.
Turing -the ycor many new members have entered
the renks, so thot if we again rove details of all collections we should
find this feoture occupyinz sbout one third of the pages.

up against o difficulty.

it ig this would be rather tco much.
collectionsonly where new friends
four who should have been
sight omitted. The four

Frank Keeling =znd Wilfred Derwin.

Compiled by Horbert lLeckenby

are concerned.
in laet yesr, but who were by some strange over-—
B, Flinders and Messrs., Tom Satchell,
To these we offered our sincere !

were Miss 1.

But here we were

Popular as
So we decided to give deteils of
There were however

apologies as soon as we beceme awore of the oversight, and promised to |

give particulere of their collections slso in this year's edition.

Where other old supporters are concerned, we got over the difficulty
by dividing the numerous popérs into gr
group or groups each collector is interested in.
at 2 glence where their comrades are, or their friendly rivels the
~ Also those who read the "Boys' Friend"
gbout 1902, and contend that those were
find someone who thinks the same.

Homiltonions, for that matter.
when thuy went to school round
the days, will scon be eble to

Here are the Groups:-—

1, Victorion Papecrs.,
2% Barly 20th Century.
5 Aldines.
4. 'Ceptain,
By Homilton Papers.

o) Megmet,

b) Gem,

Penny Popular,

(_9)
8

6. . Sexton Blake.

(a) Union Jack, o

b) Sexton Elake Libraries,
Ec; Detectibe Weekly.

Holidey Annuals.

Ts Nelson Lee and Monster-Iibreries.

84 Between Two Wars.

(Chempion, Thriller, Boys' Reelm (new series), Ranger,

Modern Boy, etc. ete.)

Boys' Own Paper, Chums ond similaer pepers.

Schoolboys! Own .Library,

oupe, ond then indicating which
Thus Leeites can cue
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A few subscribers, despite our appeals, did not return their
Questionnaires. In their cases we have indicated their preferences
to the best of our knowledge and belief.

ALLEN, Leonerd M., 3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffield, 7.
Age 42. Groups 2, 4, 5(a), 6. 7. .8,

Specially Wonted: ' Ceptain Vols 20, 21, 22, 30, 31, 32, 36, 37, 38,
594 4045 Chums, Vols: Years 1912 to 1919, 1921, 1927 to 1930.
Nelson Lees, 455 to 463 ond few odd numbers. Boys' F'riend Library,
"In Trecklese Space" by R. W. Comrade, Comic papers period 1914 to
1924. Bullseyes and Stertlers.

ARMITAGE, Tom, 205 Batley Road, Alverthorpe, Wakefield, Yorks,
Age 44. Groupe 2, 546, T :

Information and titles always welcome of papers indicated above.
Iispecially interested in everything published in 1920, also most of the
comice and Boys' Friend between 1915-20.

BAGULKY, Joseph, "Mooringse", Middle Hill, Pensilva, Cornwall.

Aze 35, Grodpes: 5, T, 8,
BAWDEN, William L. T Penryn Street, Redruth, Cornwall.
Group 5. .

BARNETT, Leonard. 2, New Street, Pittshill, Stoke—onJTrant}
hge 30. Group 5 (a) (d4). ; _
Wishes to exchange Megnets and $.0.L's (Greyfriars only).

BARTLETT, Henry J.H. Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.
Groups 2, 3, 5 (a) (4) (e).

Collects mainly complete story books. Requircs ecarly S.0.L's
(Greyfriars), Boys' Friehnd 3d and 44 (Adventurc, FWentesy); Ferrers Lord
stories; Aldines end Hendersonss Sweeney Todd. Some hundreds for
exchange.

BENNETT, R.V.3 * 64 Dudley Road, Tipton, Staffs.
Groups 5, 6, 7.

BOND, Herbert Maurilce, 10 Erw Wen, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
Age 36. Group 6.

BOTTOMLEY , Fred. 48 Downhille Park Road, Tottenham, London, N.17.
Group 5.

BRETHERTON, T.P. Heskin, Nr. Chprley, Lancs,
Group 2.

BRYAN, S.F. 6 City Road, Peterborough, Northants.
Group 5. :
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BAXENDALE, Vincent Anthony. 1 Vincent Street, Openshaw, Manchester 11.
Agc 29. i roups -~ All.

%peclally interested in Hemilton papers and Sexton Blakes.
Also Surprise, Bullseye, Startler, Boys' Cinema, Boys' Realm and similar
between 1915-1939.

BENTLEY, J. Breeze. 4 Grcnfell Drive, Bradford Moor, Bradford.
Group 5 (a) (b) (d)

Only startcd re-~collecting recently, but has already succeeded in
obtaining 400 Magnets (between 1200-1683); 350 Gems (1200-1663)3
100 $.0.L's (Greyfriars, St. Jim's and Rookwood stories only). Hopes
to increase materially, (Ppec1a1]y Megnets.

BLYTHE, Robert. 81 Alsen Roed, Holloway, London, N.T7.
Age 32, Groups 5, T.
Magnets required - any below 1000.
BRANTON, W. Leslie. 63 Thoresby Stroet; Hull.
Age 37. Group 5.
Present Collection. (just sterted) consists of 100 Magnets between

1425 and 1640. No's wanted, 1920y 1937 inclusive. Also No's 1426-28,

1433, 1440-1446, 1448, 1458-1465, 1469, 1475, 1508-1525, 1528, 1530,
1533, 1548-9, 1551-2, 1554, 1556~60, 1563, 1566-T, 1569, 1572~T5.

BURROW, k. 1 Albert Square,.Yeadon, Leeds.

hge 37. Group 7. , e

Requires Nelson Lee (old series) 17, 30, 78, 107, Al4, 396, 470.
Gem 1351, 1365, 1391, 1425. Union Jack (Vol.l) 1894, Marvel
(Vol.l 1893).. . st PR

CAIDWELL, Reymond L. P.0. Box 515, Lencester, Pa, If,S.4.
All Groups. W B
Possesges’ one of the biggest collections. in the U,Sfi:r Ie glso
interested in & number of the English ones, 'and always willing to trade.

. 'vj‘:{"vi)r’i‘

CHILD, A.C. 64 Gilderstone Avcnue, Birminghem, 26. L5
Group 7. i

CHIDWICK, Ronald. 96 Morehall Avenue, Folkstone. .
Age 15. Groups 5 (o)s-6 Ca)ilo)s Ts L Ao
Hos e modest collection of U,J's, N.L.L's and W.W's, but it die .
slowly increasging. Requires 1d Populers with Sexton Blake stories,
also W W's containing Radio serial. Been collecting one year.

CIOUGH, W.H. 3 Fonthill Grove, Sale, Manchester, ]
Age 47. . ., Groups 1, 2, 5 (a), 6(&), 7. i
Particulerly requiring Aldines, Dick Turpins, Pre-St. Frank'a,

Nelson Lees, Nugget Library, Peter Fllnt stories, and Boys' Friend,
Ferrers Lord stories.
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COLCOMB'I3, William Henry. 256 South Avenue, Southend-on~Sea, Essex.
v hge 2T Groups 5 (a), 6. e

Specially wented:~ Sexton Blake Libraries (2nd series) No's 198,
22T, 2554 266, 278, 302, 314, 334, 341, 346, 350, 363, 312, Al4, 481,

!

COOK, Jack. 178 Maria Street,Benwell, Newcastle—on—Tyne, 4.
GI‘OU.pS”j, 69 7, 8. ;

Wented Schoolboys' Own Lib. Greyfriors No's 1-157, 161, 167, 175-192;
1194-210: 212,213, 214,'216, 218; 220, 221, 222, 224-2%2; 256-250; 252,

254, 256-2603 262-27T3 510-3163' 331, 356, ' 3t. Jim's No's 8-144; 168, 176,
180, 200,204, 208, 210, 218, 202, 24, 228. Rookwoodl. Any up -to 210,

COOK, James W. 62 Queens Gardens, Bayswater, London, W.2.
Age 39. v Brongl T ol LoE DB e
L
COOK, Ronald, 6 Sudbrooke Road,. Clapham, ILondon, S.,W.12.
Age 26. Group 5.
and ob proscht ecsoscss PALtigulerly sBed 9o MaEneY 9757 nprber of jycers
three Holidey Annuals.
.+t Is & Custome ond Excise Officer which involves wandering round docks,
- breweries, etc, charging duty on articles lieble to customs end excise
duty - rether wn unpopular job, Mr. Cock decleres. :
Is also interceted in clessical music and hiking.

COKBEIT, John, 49 Glyn Ferm Roed, Quinton, Birminghem,
Group 5 (a). ¢

Al

lo, anxious .t6 ‘obtain Mugndts“béthen 1922 - 1929,

COX, Herbert Reginnld. 73 Cholston Roed, huislip, Middlesex,

Doce not now actuaslly collect, but is interested in 'all agpects of
the hobby, and writes obout it quite ¢ lot.

DOWLER, Herry, 86 Hamilton Roaa;fLOhgsight, Manchester‘IS.
Age 58, Groups 2, 4 ‘ ‘

DAINES, Colin, 209 Mile Cross Lane, Norwich.
Age 38, NG 0 lon G

Hes n fine collection of Nelson Les, old series. Requires aebout
66 betweer 1~-100,  Until recent1¥ had a consiffroble col%ecti n, of G%mi
end Magnets but disposed of them %o enothér collector. Heen interested
in OldyiBoys' Books for 30 yeors. : TE
St ) [
DARWIN, Wilfred. 76 Western Koed, Eest Dene, Rotherhem.
Groups 6, 8.

Hos been interested in old Boysf.papurs for many years, but only
actually sterted collecting in 1946.  Has now about 200 Union Jacks
(mainly 1923-1927), 220 Boys' Megozines, and a number of Sexton Blake
Librariee, Modern Boys, Newmes 34, Dick Turpins, etoc.

Possesses a gift for drowing, as is plesinly evident from his page
of Bexton Blake charscters in this issue.
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DICKENSON, D.C. 16 Addison Crescent, London, W.1l4.
Age 46, Group 5 (a) (b).

Particularly 1nter stﬂd 1n very old Magnets.

DOLPHIN Rex., 5 Brays Meadow, Hyde Heath, Amersham, Bucks.
Age 33, Group 6.
Interested solely in Sexton Blake publications. Would like dis~
posal lists from eny collector interested. Period of greatest interest
1924-1933.. "

“’

EDWARDS, W.E. Mill Green Park (f4nnexe), Ingatestone, Esséi.‘
g “Group 5 (2) ‘

FPAYNE, Eric. The Modern School, Grove Road, Surblton, Surrey.
F e : Groups 5, 6, 8. :

Requires a few Mognets and Gems to complete sets. Also Plucks
1906~7 containing St. Jim's stories.

FENNELL, Hugh W, . 4 Dixon Road, Bouth Norwood, London,'S.E.25.
Groups 1, 2,3, ' '

FOSTER, George G. . 26 Kelso Place, London, W.8.
i Group 5.

FLINDERS, Evelyn B. Roseview, Gosmore Road, Nr. rritchm, Herts.
Mﬂ 38 Group 5.

Collictlon consiste of 350 Gems, 150 Magneto and: 70 8.0.,L!'s;
B.F'. Libs., Particulerly interested in Maulverer, Cardew end D®Arcy
family stories. Most wented are Megnets 903 and 692; Popular 251;
Gems between 600- 920 and Magnets 1917 and earlier. Al

FORD, Dareck, 42 West Bond Street, Mecclesfield, Cheshire.
: Group 6,
Anxious to obtain about 25 Detective Weeklies between 219 and end
to complete set. During year Union Jack collection greatly increased.

GALLOWAY, Ron. 146 Vernon Gardené; Whit?hmll Road, Gateshead-on Tyne, 8.
Age 45. Group 4.

Requires Captain Vols. 30, 36, 37, 45, 48-50.
Herbert Strang'es Annual, Years 1911-12, 1914, 1916-~18.,
Chatterbox, 1910,
Young Englend, 1911-13, 1916, 1918, 1920.
Scout, Vol. about 1911 conteining "The Crimson AurOplana", by Chrlstog

Boys' Own Paper, Vol.s 40, 42-44.
Purple Book for Boys (Anmual). Almost eny years bufwven 1910-20.

GANDER, Willism Henry. Box 60, Trenscona, Manitoba, Canade.

Age 50. Groups 2, 5(z):(b)

Of pre-1914 popers moinly intercsted in Boys' Frimnd. Requires
1922-1927. Requires about 50 Magnets to complete set.
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u';GOCHER,lJunr. John WooﬂWar*.‘ Victoria Cottage, Sudbury, Suffolk.
ket % ‘Groups 5, 6, 8.

GEAL, John W, 277 King's Roady Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey.
Age 27. CoiGraup 5i(a)”

Interested solely in I agmete’ having over 700, Particularly requires
1-200, - afd'“1161, 1261, 1?67 and 1274 1 i

Especially interested in exton Blak 8, Thrillurs, Triumphs, Modern
Boys, gtc. - , .

Favourite nuthors' W. Murdoch Duncen, Gwyn BEvans. Donald Stuart,
Herbert Macrae, and Clifford Gates.

GRAINGER, George P. Alexandra dodd, Paynters Lane End, Redruth, Cornwall.
Groups 2, 3, 4, 6 (a).

Requires Boys' Friends 523, 566, 568, 575, 577-581, 603, 604, 616,
1042 . X054, 1075, 1084,

1d. Union Jacks, Aldine Inventions, First Rate, O'er Lend and Sesas,
Detective, Holf-Holidey, Cheerful, True Blue, Bullseyes, etc.

MeGREEVY, D. 17 Edward Street, [urgan, Co. Armagh, N. Irelend,
Groups 5, T, 8 (Thomsons).

Specially wents Nelson Lees (old series) No's 3842387, 455-463,
502-512, 542-549., : -

1st New 8cries No.45 to end of series. The Deluge at St.Frank's.
2nd New Series 51-54.

Boys' Friend Librery (2nl Series) 580, 583, 599, ‘624, 651.

GROOM, William. 52 Wrexham Rozd, Fairfield Roed, Bow, London, Ha.j.
Groups 5 (&) (b) (d)

GROOMBRIDGE, Cedric H. 12 Bornwell Road, Kingsthorpe, Northempton.

Age 26. Groups 5, T.
HAKRIS, Arthur. iCaynton", ' Llanrhos Road, Penrhyn Bay, Llsndudno.
Group 9.

Mr. Herris wust have e special group to himself, for he collects
comics only, especially.those between 1890~1914

Among wants are Comic Cuts No.18, 13,9/1890 and after No.130.

Funny Cuts No.79, 9/1/1892, s Tk ban 130
.. .. Jesters 2-22, 64-68, T0O-T2, T4-T76, 79, 80. Bl Gl S10% a0 T 108
58 i o T 19 151, 64, 187, 190, 1917197, 209, €10, €12, 215,

Big Budgets 1-160. Chips, World's Comic, Funny Wonder and Lerks.

HARRIS, A.K. 6 Boughton Close, St. John's, Worcester.
Group 5 (b).
HARVEY (Mrs.) 123 Penydre;, Kthiwbina, Cardiff.
Group 5 (a) (b)
Has a slight preference for Magnets. Is also a lover of the
Biggles Wooks, and very keen on claseicdal music.
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HERMAN, John. 51. Burleigh Gerdens, Southgete, London, N.14.
Age 17. Groups 5(a) (d) (e), 6.

X Also interested in Detective Library and Boys' Friend Library of
Group 8. Very anxious to obtain Schoolboys' Own Libraries - Bunter of
Bunter Court.

HESS, George H. 40 North Missiseippl River St. Peul 4, Mias., U,9,4.
: All Groups.
‘Possesses & huge collection of American dims novels, also quite an
impressive number of English ones. Is particularly interested in the
Gem end Magnet, and is elways pleased to hear from collectors.

G T 14 Wood View, Gawber, Barnsley, Yorkshire.
~ .Group 5.

HOLGATJ, Alfred G. 81 Fairlop Road, Leytonatone, London, E.11l.
Age 38, Group , Y, (“)(b)(i 6(e)

HOOPER, H.X. 135 Powell House, Lower Clapton Road, R.5.
Groups 5. 6.

Viishes to obtain stories by G. H. Teed in Boys' Friend Library,
especially 523, Also Sexton Bloke lererlcs (2nd series) 647, 646, 615,
447, and stories by Gwyn Evans in S.B.L. and Union Jack.

Schoolboys' Own Lib. 279, 247, 328, 331, 355, and 376.

HORSEY, Alfred L. 60 Selcombe Road, Walthamstow, London, K.1l7.
Groups 1," 2, 35, 5.

HUDSON, Reginald 4. 5 Throstle Row, Leeds, 10.
Age 45. Groups S (4

HUGHES, E.V. "Caswell', 25 Hillsboro' Rozd, Pognor ng
4 Groups 1, 2.

Has ohly been co]lectlng & short time, bhut has got together &
number of,Vlctorlan bloods including Jack Harkaway, . Ndd Nimbles, Boys
of Englend, Boys' Comic Journal, Young Men of Grest Britain.

Would like to obtein papers betwcen 1905 1918

Is a journalist by professioni. i1

HUNTER, J.V.B. Stewart. 4 Tmlworth Rud& Mottingham, London, S.E.9.
AR 494 . Groups idsi2s 5 . -
Of groups 2 and 3 only requires popers read as a boy between 1909~12
Is interested in free-lence writing, and would like to hear from
fellow collectors with similar interests.

HUMPHRIES , Kenneth, 61 Long Hill Rise, Fucknsll, Notts.
: Groups 5, T.
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JENKINS, Roget Mi = Colpe, 2 Town Hall Road, Hevent, Hants.

Age 23. Group 5.

“Mapﬁéﬁs‘spéciaiiy wanteds: 1090, 1091 1100, 1114, 1120, 1122, 1129,
1158 1139, 1142, ‘1145, 1146,-1147, 1149, 1150, 1153, 1154, 1159, 1161-

1164, 1175, 1184, 1195, 1197, 1198, 1201, 1204, 1205, 1209-1213, 1221,
1223, 1225

KELLTNG Frenk. '95 Aldridpe Av<nué; Stanmore. Middlesex.

Groups 5, T. s
- Tdollection mainly consists of Nulson Tecs (old geries), but is a
render of most of the popﬁlﬂr papkrs : Hobbles also congist of Motor-

cycling @nd Photography. = Would like to purobasp very early numbers of i
Motor~Cycling end Motcr-Cycle. {

KIRBY, Gordon J. 250 Amess Street, North Carlton, Melbourne, Victoria, i
, Australia,
Apd 2%, Groups 5, 8.
In Group 8 ig particulerly interested in School Friend, Schoolgirls'
Own Library, Schoolgirls' Own Weekly, Schoolgirl. Also School TFriend
end Schoolgirls! Own Annuals before 1939.

LANTY , Eric Ry 4 Taneeton Road, Degenham, Busex.

Ia anxious t¢ obtain the followinw to complete sets. _
Aldine Dick Turpins Nots 105, 111 TI5,: 134, 1%, T dgdy: 172, YT,

180, 181. o
‘Claude Duvels: 5, 29, 30, ﬁl,”42,.45,,46, il 4

LAWSON, AW, 13, Charles Square, Hoxton, N.l.
Groups 1, 2.

‘Requires certein vols. of Boys of Englend, Boys' Comic, Young Men of
Greet Britein, Bow Bells, London Journal. Wedding Bells, Young Folks' Papeq
Boys' Standard (both series), Boys! Ieisurc ~Hour, and Family Herald. :
Want lists gladly sent.

LECKENBY, Herbert. Telephone Exchange, c/o Central Registry, Northern
% Command, York.
Age 58, Groups - All. ,
Is alweys glad to have offers of papers in Groups 1, 2 end 3, for
research purposes.

LISTER, R.M.S., Reymond Georgo.  Low Thatch, Test Wratting,'Cambs.

Age 30. Groups 5 (a )(d)(
Interested algo in /Pip and Squenk Annuals arid Bubbles Annuals.
Particularly requires 1924 copies and other early numbers.

MACHIN, Hubert. 38 8t. Thomes Load, Moor Park, Preston, Lancs,
Group 5.
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MARTIN, Thomss H. 37 Twinnell Street, Baston, Bristol, 5.

Does not now actually collect, but his interest is as keen as ever,
especially in Magnets, Gems, Nelson Lees, and Sexton Blakes.

MARTIN, Williem, 9% Hillside, Stonebridgé Park, London, N.W.7.

Is a progressive dealer who is elmost alweys in o position to supply
collectors with pspers in all groups. !

MULHALL, Patrick. Castlecomer, Co.Kildare, Eire.
Group 1.

McPHERSON, Ernest. 80 Benedict Street, Glastonbury, Somerset.
Age 32. Groups T, 8.

Requires sbout 40 Nelson Lees (old series) to complete run from 112,
A1lso Modern Boys (1lst series) from 1-160.

MEDCRAFT, John. 64 Woodlende Road, Ilford, Bssex.

Age 54, Groups 1, 2, 3. .

Anxious to obtoin: Henderson's Lot-o~Fun, 1-100 (1906-8).
Henderson's Pocket Budget Library. Aldine Robin Hood Library 81-88
(original serics). Aldine Black Bess Library No's 9, 16, 17.
Aldine Spring-Heeled Jack, Jack Shepperd and Red Rover Libraries.

MURTAGH, J.R. 509 Selwood Road, fHastings. New Zealand.

Age 35. Groups 5, 6, 7.

Main interest Nelson Lees, and is anxious to obtain to.complete set:
0l1d serien: 1, 4, 6, T, 115 12, 147, 22, 27, 51, 31, 55, 40. %2, 40}
495 50 51+ 534 59,60, 62 64-69, T1-73, 715, 76 78, 82, 84-v6, 88, 92,
102,308,220, 230, ;
lst New series 52. Monster Library 2=6 110, I ATy S0 Ve gl e
Many hundreds of Lees, S.0.L's, and Sexton Blakes for exchange for ebove.

NEATE, William H. Wenlock, High' Street, Burmham, Bucks.
Group 5. J

OSBORN, Freank. 24 Herpur Street, Bedford.
Age 52, Groups 1 to 6.

Anxious to obtain Tom Merry's Conquest and Jack Sem and Pete stories
in Boys' Friend Library. Rarly Scouts, Marvel and Kiddie of the Camp
(Leighton) bound.

Aldine Dick Turpins, Duvals, and Boys' Own lerarlos.

Chums, Vols 3 and 4 (bound) LT

14 Schoolboys' Own Libraries to complete set.

=

PACKMAN, Leonard. 27 Archdale Road, East Du1w1ch London, 8,.E.22.
Age 43. - Groups 5 (a)(b)(e)(d), 6(a),
Leonard Packman has been interested and a collector for over 30

ysars, and is well informed on elmoet-all papers published over that
period, including the comics.




PACKMAN (contd.)

‘He "disposed of a huge collecflon in 1943 whun he went to Spain |
on “"Diplomatic Service'.

Is now concentrating mainly on carly Gems and is alreedy in
possession of & goodly number.

Leonard has in Mrs. Packman an enthusiesst almost as keen es himself,
Iucky Len! i

He is, of course, also the liwve pr651dcnt of the London Old Boys' |
Book Club. : i

PAGE, Vincent. A, The Modern School, Surbiton, Surrey.

Age 12, Group 5.

Vincent hag the distinction of being the youngest member of the
circle, and is as keen as the oldest. Has quite & good collection,
including 220 Magnete, 30 Gems (including No's 1 and 2), 2 Holiday
Annuals and Modern Boys.

PARRATT, C. James. 99 Compton Buildinge, Goswell Road, London, E.C.l.
Age 38. Groupe 5 (&) (e¢), 6 (2), 7.
Also collector of "Thrillers" and American fentosy mags. Astoundiné
Stories, Amezing, etc. Would like to hear from other collectors of
thesgeo.

PARKS, Joseph. 2 Irvin Avenue, Saltburn-by-—iea, Yorkshire.
Grouns. Ly 24 3

PETMINGELL, Frank. Highfield Lodge, Wise Lan¢, London, N.W.7.
e T Groupd 1, 2,5,

Is perticularly interested in historical stories in 14, Marvels,
Union Jacke and Plucks, ond is anxious to obtein c« rtnin instelmente
of Boys of St. Dunstans in the U.J.

PICK, Robert.: 3 Stonegate Grove, Leeds 7.
Age 49 . @roups 5, 6.

Hes & few dozen Gems, Mognets and $.0.L's for sale or exchange
for others . before 19%6.

PRIME, Bernard. 43 Mayfield Rhoad, Sandersteed, Surrey.
hge 49. Group 5 (a) (b)

Particularly enxious tc¢ obtein Magnets 332, %36, 337 and other
early copies of both papers. Prefers the Magnet.
PUCKRIN, Thomas W. 16 Willows Road, Middlesbrough.
Group 2, 5 (&) (b)),
Specially interested in esrly numbers (including halfpenny)

PUCKRIN, Henry Adams, 12 Osborne Roed, Middlesbrough.
Group 2.
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QUAINE, J.P. 159 Commercial Road, South Yarra, Australia.
Age 65, Aronpe iy 28,

Might be called the John Medcrsft of Australia, for he possesses
5000 of the Victorian blocds, collected over 40 years, Has; never-been
to England, but hze o craze for old London. . Met and played host to

Barry Ono when he was on his world tour.
Is a second-hand bookseller and a free lance Journalist Has .

“written for the raedio, and pioneered Sweeney Todd 2nd other gory charac-
ters over the air in fustralie.

RHEAD, J.E. "Melverton", Osak otr\et Fe‘d oélle Vue, Shrewsbury, Salop.
bt 0502 2 G T L el Group P
Interestedidin’all series of Nelson Lees,particularly to the old first
series. 'ould like:to obtein séries where Nipper returns to St. Frank's
aftcr being secked. Also the Mysterious X series.

ROBYNS, John, 41 Friar Reed, Brighton, 6.
Group 5 (a) (d)
kequires red-covered Magnets‘énly. Also eerly S.0.L. Greyfriars
stories.

SIDAWAY (Mrs.) The Rise, 84 %Wensell Road, Rhiweine, Cardiff.
Group: He
Has been a devotéeof: the.Gem. and Magnet. for'many yecars with al
preference for the Gen, Has quite a good collection of them.

SATCHELL, Thomas G. "84 Ankerdine Crescent, Shooter's Hill, London, S.E.l
hge 45. Group 5 (a) (b). bR
Interested only in red-cover Magnets and blue-cover Gems. Has a

fair number of the latter which he would like to exchange for red-cover

Megnets. :

SHAW, John:R. 4 Prunswick Park, Camberwell, London, S.E.5.
Age 30. Group 5 (a) (b) (e)

Particularly wishes to obtain Plucks -1906-7 containing St. Jim's
stories., Also urgently wanted sre Gems (new scrice) No's 16, 22, 43,
T4, 99, 411 end Megnets 148, 339, 400 =and 412.

SHEPHERD, James. 1 Athelsten Close, Handsworth, Shetfl(ld
Groups 5, 6. ; :

Is always pleased to hear from collectors with early Gems and
Mognets to offer either for sale or exchenge.

SINCLAIR, Tom., 9 Brenston Terroc:, Leeds 10.

Lo Group 9.
SIMPSON, Cllve. Nidd ville, %6 Borobrldge Road, Knaresborouph Yorkdhqu
Age 32,7 i Groups 5, 6, T.
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SKINNER, C. Holiand 151 Brixton Hill, London. BuW, 2,
Group 5

SMITHi'HerbertVA. .13 New Boad 5001b, DlSS Norfolk. : \
i bt Groups 5. ( Y7, 8 ‘
Wishes to obtein Boys' Realm new S(rles, and Boys' Megazine.
} Sug gestu the publishing in the CuD. of 2 list of the non-Hamilton stories.

SMITH, P. The Stores, Mumby, Nr. Alford, Lincs.
Groups ] vigiee oty

: |
Is onxious to obtain Henderson's 3d. Budget Books, and Wild West- |

Library, also Beedle's Dime, Half Dime and Pocket Library, Arthur Wpstbrook'
Vestern Weekly and Street & omith'" Far West lerary. '

SNELL, Frank. Rathger, 6 Chingswell Street, Bideford, Devon.
Group 5.,

STOKES, John C.  "Lishegar", 6 Temple Gardens, Rathmines, Dublin,
| Group 5 (a)(b). . :

; Is also interested in The Scout, The Preirie Librery and Buffalo
Bills, and keen to obtein copiles of cach.

STONE: Leon, Elgin Street, Gordon, N,S.W., Australia,
: Group 5.

i Also possesses the Austrolian Librery of Amsteur Journslism con-
j gisting of 13,000 papers, photos, rwllou, the world's third largest
| collection, ' : g

; STEELE, Henry. 204 High Street, Wenldstone, Herrow, Middlesex.
Group 1. ]

i

!

{ STRYPE, Thomas S, 21 Cann Hell Road, Leytonstone, London, E.ll.

| Groups 1, 2. :

'  Wishes to obtain "The Pride of the Ring" by Henry T. Johnson and
’ volume of Captein containing "Actém's Feud" serial by Fred Swainson.

SYKES, A.L. Coton Lane, Tamworth, Staffs.

| LGToupET L2,

| Is anxious to obtain certein 14, Boys' Friends. Is also interested
in stories by Henry Farmer.

SUTHERLAND , Peard, 3950 W. 35th Avenue, Vencouver, B.C, Cenada.

g Age 46. ~ Groups 4, 5.

| Collection includes 37 bound vols,. of Chumg, earliest 1899. 14 bound
\‘ .vols. Doys' Own Annual, earlicst 188l; 10 bound vols. "The Scout,

I earliest 19113 6 bound vols, The Coeptain: 500 Gems (including 18 of

\ the 3d. series) meinly 1916-1921; 40 Magncts, 100 Populars: 40 5.0.L's

|
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SUTHERLAND (Cont'd,)
miscelleneous assortment of Sexton Blake Library, Union Jacks, Marvels,etc
Libraery also contains 1000 vols. including 12 vols. Strend Msgazine, all
Talbot Baines Reed's school stories, and others by Guntry Hadathe,
Warren Bell, .etc. etc. ,

Anxious to obtain bound vols. Chums prior to 1899, vols. Scout prior
_to 1911, Gems and Megnets for the period 1916-20 snd some earlier ones.
Also interested in early Penny Populars.

SUDBOROUGH, Roy Weolter. 27 Wilton Street, Higham Ferrers, Northants.
Age 30, Groups 5, 6, T, 8.
Anxious to obtein Sexton Blake Libraries by Dcneld Stuert and
Warwick Jardine. Chiefly interested in papers issued between 1921 and
1933, Modern Boys, Bullseyes, Skippere, etc.

THOMPSON, Gordon. 85 Deerpark Road, Belfast.
Age 33, Groups 5 (&) (d), 7.

Requires ebout 50 Magnets between 1000-1100., “Also a few Nelson
Lees between 180-260, and. S.0.L's No's 157, 193, 209, 211, 237, and 261.

VOSPER, Leslie. 13 Kinley Road, Shooter's Hill, London, S.E.18,
Group 7.

WAINE, Grenville T. 3 Croft Lane, Hollins, Whitefield,  Lancs.

Age 45. Groups 5, 6, T, 8. '

Is interested in Double Numbers of any pepers. All Amelgemated
Press Publications, 1919~1924. Boys'! Comic Iibrary, Henderson's Nugget
Librery, Lot O'Fun., Comic Life, Comic Cuts, Jester, Funny Wonder, Chips,
Jan.1913% = Dec. 1915, ;

WALSH, James. 345 Stenley Road, Kirkdsle, Iiverpool, 20.

Age 39. Groupe 5 (a) (d).

Started reeding snd collecting most of the school end detective story
pepers just after World Wer 1., . Now reads the Greyfriers stories exclu-
pively and requires Megnets T04~7, 1072, 1284, 1314, 1334, 1387, 1483 and
copiecs for Esster 1932-5-8.

8 .0uL 8 Nos B, 34T, 157 36T, 17115 215,227y 289, 319

WALKER, Peter A. Chelsea House, Wick, Bristol.
Groups 5 (a) (v) (c) (4)
WAREING, kobert J. 65 Wimborne Rcad, Fallings Perk, Wolverhampton.
: Groups 4, T, 8. '

WISTOﬁ, G. Nevillle, Hcluwvocd, Comberton Road, Short Heath, Kidderminster

Keenly interested in stories end sriisles on boxdng of eny period.
Ie nlso enxious to obtein enything corncerning %. G. Grace.
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WHITER, Benjemin, 706 Lordship Lme, Wood Green, Tondon, N. 5108
Group 3y &: 5, 6 7

AR

"WﬁfTER, EilPQQ¢I. M. 706 ‘Lordship Lene, Wood Green, London, N.22.

Age 25. Groups 5, 8 (Girls' papers).

w7 0 Anxious to obtain Schoolgirls' Owna (44.), Schoolgirls' Weekly (2d.)
.’afd The Schoolgirl (24.)

Alsco interested in Megnets snd Gems.

WHITER, Robert K. 706 Lordship Laene, Wood Green, N.22.

Age 24, . .. Groups 4, 5 (a) (b) (c) (e).
g N
WHITMORE, Ian. % South Bank Lodge, Surbiton, Surrey,
Age 14. Group 5.

Has been collecting for 5 year= and now possesses & modest number
of the Hamilton papers. Is very enxious to obtsin No.,l of the Magnets
also 1920 end 1921 Holiday Annuels.

WHORWELL, Richard. 29 Aspinden Road, Rotherhithe, London, S B,16,
Age 50. ' ifiroups 2,3, 5 (e) (bv) (d); 6 (a) ), T.

. WoOD, John P. . "Nostew", Stockton Lanc, York.

Age 34. Groups 5 (s) (b) (a) (e), 6 (), T.

Hes been collecting for 20 yeers snd has et present ebout 300 of
the Nelson Lee old serics end a big proportion of the later series.

‘Also many S.0.L's, Boys' Friend Libraries znd Magnets and Gems.

Would like loan or direct sale of Monster Libreries and various
Nelson Lees, old series. Would teke great care of any loamed.
Also requires C.D's before September 1948.

Addition
BOLAND, JJ.A, 12 Cullenswood Gardens, Merton Drive, Sandford, Ranelagh,
Dublin, Eire.
Age 17. groups 5 (a) (b) (c).
Puts the Magnet first. One of the younger generation who is as
keen as those who knew it in its hey-day. Has now about T0 Magnets
and Gems and eager for more.

ONE STORY, TWO PUBLISHERS:

There was something rather unusual about the appearances

of Henry T.Johnson's famous circus gtory "The Pridc of the
Ring". It first appearcd in the Harmsworth "Funny Wonder"
in the late 90's, and ran for three years.. Round about

1905 thp Aldine Publishing Co. tock it over and published
it in 6d. Yook form, advertising it extensively. (Contd

Pl 1 Pge 78)
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The Goloen Dages of the Gom”

By Leonard Packman

The pbpulallty of the "Meenet" is undoubtedly well merited, but I
would like to remind "Mognetites" that bed it not been for the success
of the esrly "Gem" storieas, the "iagnet" would probebly have never been
born., “The first dozen or go yuers of the "Gem" proiuced some of the
finest: charscters snd stecries it has been my pleesure to read, Let us
toke o brief survey of the "Gem" through the ycers both preceding’ the
birth of the "Mognct'" ond later, when "Megn:tites'" were absorbed in fhu‘
cechinnotions of the one end only W,.G.B, '

"he "Gem" wes borm on 16th i‘srch 1907, but Tom Merry did not make
his bow until No. 3, in "Tem Merry's Schooldeys" - 2t Clavering College.
This wes followed bi-weekly by "Troublegome Tem", "Our Captain' and
"Pom Merry on the Warpsth', Prom No.ll onwasrds there wes no breek in
the Tom Merry stories commencing with "Tom Merry =t St. Jim's," Ferrers
Locks appeersd on'the seene in No,16, "On the Treil", No.21 was "The
Triple Allisnce" in which th¢ Torritle Three, Study Number 6 end
Figgins & Co. joined forces for the first time. No.%3 was "Tom Merry's
Weekly", Nc,37 the first Xmes number, was entitled "Tom Merry's Xmeaa'",
ond No.42 the fomous "Figgins Fig Puidins", No.48 "A Curiocus Competi-
tion" completed the $d. esries, ¢nd with the advent of the "Megnet", the
"gem" Now Serics storted ite brillient cercer with "The Gathering of the
Clens' . Herbert Skimpole wes one of the most popular charscters et
this time, teking the 1lcad 'in such ss No.7 "Skimpole's Detector', No.l3
"skimpole's New Idee", No.18 "Skimpole's Crusede", No.21 ”"kimp*l 18
Fancies" end Nc.26 "Skimpole's Adrship". In No.5T S5t. Jim's welcomes
Clifton Denc in "The Feud of the Fourth" snd No.64 sow the arrivel of
Bernerd Glyn in "The St. Jim's, Inventor'. This was followed shortly
ofter by Herry Noble (Kenger.¢) in No.69 "A Scn of the Empire". No.75

brought the ene end only W.G.B. tc StJim's on e visit 4n "Gussy's Guest",

No.93, the Xmas number for 1909. "The Terrible Thr:c's Xmss Party", was
spent. in Frence at the Chateau Cerney. <

The next feeturc weg the introduction of Jerrold Immley-Lumley in
No.129 "The Rank OQutsider", followed by No,134 "Lumley-Lumley's Luck",
No. 135 "The OQuteider's Cheice', N¢.137 "Lumley-Lumley's Rival!, No.138
"Tumley~Iumley Hero", ond No.141 "4 Shed*w' in the School",

. Then ceme Levison in No.,145 =9 Cirl,tmv nunber "Levison the School-

boy Detective". This wes followed by .e Sseries in which Tom Merry had
gome financiel trouble’ ot home.. The scrics ren for 8 or 9 issues and
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resulted dn Tom Merry bringing the 1little {‘ckncy Joe Frqync for permanent|

residence in the Third ¥Porm, Mo.158 sow Immluy—uuml oy's Return" after
,ry neerly dylng in No.l41. ’ ’ i
uft(y o nmumbor of firet cless stories such =8 No,.159 "Tom Merry

v Jack Bloke"; Now163 "“Skimpole's, Seehepial i, 6 167 “"The Rtiival School" and
Nc.168 "Seints v Gremmeriasns' ceme the ”Trepsuru Islend" triov' of yarns,

closely folleowed by ~nother series of three with Tem Merry & Co in Africe.

|
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0.197 was another Xm~s number "The Ghost of St. Jim's". No.21l "The
New Firm at St.Jim's" saw the errivel of Redfern, Owen end Lawrence, the
threc New House schnlarship bOYu, followed by No.212 "Tho Great Barring-
out et Dt.Jim'e." Anothor period of fine "Shorts" including No.225
"Piggine!' Folly", No.224 "Gussy's Canadian Cousin', No.242 "The Prefect's

Plot", No.244 "The Flooded School", No.250 "Nobody's Study" (¥Xmas number),|

Nn.251 "Grimes of the Fourth", No,261 "Piggins & Co's Feud", No.264
"Fatty Uynn Professionel", No.277 "Tom llerry's Special Fumber', No,302
"The Mystery of the Painted Room" (Xwa; number) and No.304 "The Cockney
Schoolboy - introducin, Hammond, leed wup to perheps the most popular
series the "Gem" ever produced, the first sct of Tulbot tales sterting
with No.334 "The Toff" followed by No.535 ”H ro and Raucel', No.33€ "The
Hidden Hand" “nd No«337 "The Perting of the Yays', Some further ex-
cellent Tolbot yerns intersperced with other fine stories were No.351
wihe King'ﬂ Perdon", No.352 "Vorking His Wey", No.353 "Seving Talbot!,
No.358 "Tolbot's Triumph", No.359 "Talbot's Christmes", No.361 "The Cﬂll
of the Pest", No.362 "Crst Out from the School", No.363 "Loyel to the
Lest" snd No.364 "The St.Jim's Recruit".

No.380 wes the first of sn originsl four week ssries commencing with
"Kildere for St.Jim's", No,381 "A Son of Seotlani', No,.382 "A Hero of
Wales" and No.383 "Tom Merry for Englend.,

Probebly the finestTalbot story of all wes No.393 "The Housomaéter'q

Homecoming! (double number)., Then come ﬂo 594 "The Jew of St.Jim's
introducing Dick Julien, No.43%6 "Under Gussy!s Protection" said goodby"

to the desr old greeg (or pelc Ylua) cover, to be replaced by the blue
end white in No. 437 (Outrem)., Then came zome of the best blue and
white "Gems" including No.440 "NMoneybags Minor', No.441 "Too Clever by
Half", No.444 "Every Inch » Hero", No.447 "Holiday 'Camp", No.448 "Heroes
of the Fourth", No.451 ”L«v1oon Minor", No.460 "In the Scots of the
Mighty" (Xnas number), No.462 "Levison Ifinor's Luck ond No,468 "Leviso
for St.Jim's", * "Strange Secret'.

In No.475 C ardcv érrived in "Cordew of the Fourth"., Nos.506, 507
and 508, "The St. Jim's Porliament", "Grundy the Patriot" and "Pepper's
Gold" were the well known "Pepper'" series, ond No.510 "The Shadow of the

gt", the lest of the Xmas doublé numbers, reintroduced Outrem, with
L&Vl,on playing the leeding part. No., 513 "Manners Vendetta'" introduced
Roylance. No.527 "Rivel Worms", herelded onc of the longest, perhaps
the longest series in the history of the peter. Comprising about 20
numbers, every conceiveble kind of contest was angﬂynd in between the
members of the Shell and Fourth forme.

Then csme the 16 week serice in which 7.G.Bunter came to St.Jim's
in plece of his cousin Welly. This series ran from No.571 "Billy Bunter
at St.Jim's to No.585 "Bunter - and Bunter", A month or two later came
an @leven issue cersvenning serics commencing with No.595 "The Schoolboy
Caravenners" and concluding with No.605 "Ructions on the Road", the dete
of which wes September 13, 1919.

Leck of egpece vrecludes me from mentioning 211 the outstending
stories during this brillisnt 12-yesr poried, but I sm surc that many I
have nened will ewsken hapry memcxiea in theee of us whose filrst love

06 the "Dear 01d Gem".
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| t’}\ﬁ HMtOtg of the “Popular’

e By Rouger M. Jenkins

s € 6

he Pepular in my day seemcd inevitably connected with Rookwood

st)rle,, mainly I think beczuge the Holiday Annual used to invite us on
ite lost poge to renew our sequaintence with Jimmy Silver & Co. therein
each week. Yot the Populer wes never the special preserve of Roodwood
eny moro then it wes of Greyfrisrs, and thus it seems rather odd that it
shuuld be thought of execlusively in connexion with the stories Charles

Homilton wrote under the pseudonym of !"Owen Conquest'. Perhaps the
explonction is thet ofter the: Boys' Friend ceased publicet1on with the
issue on 51 Deci 1927. | the Populsr wee the only weekly peper in which
Rookwe od storiss appeered. The Megnet 2nd Gem holding the undoubted
swey they did in,those Qays there wes no necd to mention in the Hollday
Annuel thet Tom Mbrry and Herry Wherton also graced the peges of the
Populer. o8 well. 4

The Penny Populer, ss it wes cerlled in its eerly days, mede ite
first eppesrence on thé 12th of Octnbcr 1912, It was printed on green
paper not dis 51wil‘r to'that of the Boys' Friend, At firet, the conly
Hamilton school’ rwnr@scntnd wag St. Jiw'q by @ series of reprints of the

earlier stories,’ 'After & while Greyfriars rprlntS appuﬂred together
with Sexton nlrkpq Juek Sam' .end Pete storiecs, »nd many’ gthers. " As o
rule there were'only threc different ‘turlcs in each issues so the
combinations cheonged often.’  The first Rookwood ronrint'occurred in
No. 237 (dated 21/4/17) entitled "The Rookwood Waxworks", but Rookwood
seemed to be something Jf e Cinderella sister in the trl@ and was
alletted only four pages nt the end of the issue. Prom this time
onwerd, however, the c°pt10n on the front bbcrmb "Harry ‘Tharton & GCo. -

Jii Silvcr & Coe - Tom Merry & Co." ond thus t re d until t
mfnm¥p first f‘rluk bf)tbt Pg%ny Ptpulvr. it re pained ansil h& end

Befurc the paper shortege beceme scute in 1917 the Populer was
printed with two columns per prge with twenty-four pages per issue,
After then, however it wes reduced to twenty paub with three ohluTns

olour

: per’' pege. “The paper, whigch hed been getting & Tishter green in ¢

all through the war wes changed to white in June 1917 and’ remained thet

‘tolour, though it scemed to be o very off-white, and wes sometimes tinged
S with green, ~ In 1918 the print beceme very smell (somdthing like the
" lapt issues of the Schoolboys! Own Library in 1940), and on the 30th March

1918 tHe Yost issde of the first.series npxaaradln which 2 messege from
the Bditer. - 'indeed 2 rerity - ennounced that "During the laet year or so

"'the Renny ' Populor has incressed in popul rity by 1*~ps and bounds, but

in thesg severe times, when there is’ proctlcﬂlly femine in paper, even
sqme pf”the most populexr jcurnels are compelled to uuSp end publicevion."
4nd"s¢ the peper was ianrpor«te‘ in the Boys' Friend. . Heving suwvived

four yeérs of wer, it wee forced t¢ go under just when thw wor was almost
finished. -

WANTED DETECTIVE WEEKLIES, Union Jacks, Blake Librarics,
1st, 2nd Serics only. Cuttings. . D.Ford, 42, West Bond
Street, I\Ef‘lCCleflbld Cheshire.
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The Populer made its second debut on the 24th of May 1919. It
was still called the Ppn P pulery. but ove§ t ord "Penny" wae
printed en arrow polntin%Jtu '!LL“”.; 8 Lgn”o fhs times! This lasted
only until all the old reeders hud had time encugh to become ecquainted
with. the new serlus, however,.and in August 1920 the word "Penny" was
Jrogﬁbd There wog nothing c¢lse to distinguish it from the last issues

e old series of the Penny Popular, With No. 40 of the new series
itiwes. increesed to 20 peges with the words "Permenently Fnlarged" .on
Yhe cover.. No. 107 rsgistered only 16 .peges, but this-was due to the
Y@nclu31on of Billy Bunter's Weckly ingile which occupied 4 peges privi-
+leged to have-their own. numbering with Rommn nunerals!® "This privilege
'soon: ceaged, ‘however,.since, it wes no doubt eonsidered that the paper
might seem smaller: then it wes. - (Billy Bunter's Weekly appesred.:
originally in Nosg\: 673rend 679 of the Mawnct, anl in February 1921 ‘was
transferred to the ‘Popular,  Leter it was evén honoured with e place
in the Holidey ﬁnnucl') Finally, in 1922 the Populer was "Greatly
Enlarged" and boasted 28 pages which became its normal complement right

up to the end Its prlcr 2lso be Cﬂme twopunve at thiq time.
i

Tvrn the Ppnulur. which was nstgn51b1y a paper for reprints, did
not escepe the clutches of those ambitious scribblers who thought it
was the easiest thing in the world to turniout stories in the Hamilton
~vein with Hemilton cheracters. © In No. 18 48 the New Series the front
cover announced "Entirely:0figinal Schocl Tales", Needless to say,
one series at least wes nothing more than a catalogue of sporting events
(the Greyfriers one):in which matches were played ageinst every ‘county
in Englend, -During the eighty-three weeks in which these Greyfriars
stories appeaxed; the euthor of them - could i1t bevwd. N, . "Pentelow? —
succeeded in bringing a character called Dennis Carr int¢ every one of
them. Genuin¢:kRookwood stories returned in issud Nof 40 dealing with
the arrivel of Qdwald, ant it is interesting to note in this connexion
that these’ twwnty—tmo spurious ‘Rookwood stories were probably the only
ones whichiwere ngt written by Chorles Hamilton himself.  The last
substitute St 1 Jifi'd story oceurred in No, 51 after which St. Jim's
retired for e while. S5t. Jim's stories which had been so prominent in
the first series of the Popule T Were, very much 2 back number in the new
series.” Finnlly, in the last l"duhlhf 1920 - No, 101 - genuine Grey-
frisrs reprints anpesred once agein,

In 1924 the colcur of the printing on the front cover wes chenged
to blue, whilst in 192f red wes also edded; so the effect was not unlike
that of the Gem. It was on Aprll 24, 9“6 (issue No. 1298) thdt the
Rookwood stéries made their last aopunraqc‘ in the Boys!' Friend after
583 weeks of continuous performence therein, snd this nrobebly had the
effect of transferring o number of new readers to the Popular.  But the
Popular had by no meens adhered to its Lrlplnql policy of reprinting
stories of the three hzwilton schools, The rct had set in, so to spesak,
with No. 52 in which o ‘eineme story displeced St. Jim's, and from this
timé one "foreign" seriel ‘(or two when the number of pages was increased)
becdme the rule rather than the exception. In No. 82 Ferrers Locke made
his first appeerance in the¢ Populer, albeit oenly for three weeks, but,be
was svon back again and he appearcd from time to time right up to the end.
In 1922 those fomous mythicel stories ebout Frank Richards!' schooldays
at Cedar Creek were ccntrlbutbﬂ by . a gentleman who smgnéd himsolf 51
L PR Tt Tharg ) wreitliona by o i
It must surely be unique in frv «nnals of 4uory—wri%L v,.ii'o-:v'-zan avthordto
have usged one per - e in writing abou* .ne fictitiuuiu boyhood of another
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Ciiartin 01ifF par, They wéré, df crurse, written by Charles Hemilton.

It must surely be unique in the snnels of story-writing for en euthor to
heve used cne pen-neme in writing ebout the ficticiocus boyhood of snother

Bk hlu n m L%—plumuu

s Altb mash Ch rlog Herdlton mupnlied the lwrfyrpro“ortlon\f the
m3t6rial fer the Pc pul ey other cuthors 1ike D"v1' Goodwin end Gec. E.
Réthester (wha centributed the famous "Fresk of St. Freda's) elsc ren-
deréfl’ gervice. But ¢ne demmot heln coming tf thg conclusion that his

: Stvrlvﬁ'uur,_thu ' ut népul ry, Yakon oll in °ll,-“n on 2lst Jenuary
- 1928” the Ric Kid wes intrdduced 7 the worll via the ‘medium of the ~

T Populary;, Phis ¢ rla ron 1r m No, 469 tc No, 587 cortinuously, :and
+alee rdohpesred efter thety Twy Seerlos Brooks »lso supplicd some

materisl with St. J'ronk's renrints, the first one being in No, 489 and
entitled "How Remgle Pitt come tc St, Fronk's".,  These St. Frank's

| ‘Btoriee lested sbout - yeor end wiere then reploced by an obscure edven-
vfturs story.

‘The., illu trﬂtlons in the VOpul”r, g0 far as reprinted stories were

,concerneﬁ, seemed to have been tsken from .the pupers in which these

%o les originelly eppesred, ' Thie is the only explenation one can adduce

" for the shockingly smeteurish illustrotions that accomprnied the .
"St, Pronk's stories from Wo. 489 especiclly when compared with the Rook-

wood onesg, for instr nce, in the seme issucs, The Greyfriars ones et
this time, howcver, were exceptionslly fine, snd excseded anything in
the contemporery Mogmets; these illustrotions remind one of. the very
best in tho Holidey Annuel, with nothing overlooked - the cut of the
new Groyfrisrs jackets (which superseded litons), the femilier stripes
on the upholstery of ‘the ermchzirs, »nd even the shine of the wood on
the polished desks wes represented, - Now snd ogein cven for Greyfriars
storice origincl illustreotions werc used: in No. 626 of the Populer,
for instence. the cover was on zdopt-tion of Megnet No. 973, the story
wes pertly reprinted, ond two illustretions were exectly reproduced.

Looking back, one ¢cennot fuil to epprecints the very 1iburai'f?rc
which v& Were offered for tWOanC( ~ Greyfriars, Rookwood, St. Frank's,
St. Jim's, ¢fd th¢ Rio Kid .every week! Surely enougzh to setisfy eny
tastel but this ‘combinstion woe toougood to last, nnd soon efter
St. Frenk's discppeered, St. -Jim's fTollowed it. One senses that et
this point when the make-up of the Populer had reeched its zenith the
circulaetion was beginning to drop to its neodir, At eny rate, cheonge
seems to have been the order of the dey, ond in 569 Ferrers Locke wes
welcomed back ogein with o considerably more generous allocation of
spéce then he had eover been given beford. On the 12¢h of April 1930
en unprecedented stcip wes teken, snd.issue No., 585 anpeared without
Rookwood being represented therein for the first time since the new
series hod begun eleven ycars ngol It wns replaced by the Calcroft
school storice by Sidney Drew, and elthough Rookwood reappesred in
No. 583 one could not help concluding - rvmktr sorrowfully that it was
there by grece =nd no longer by righti" ' From th.n onwerds it slter-
nated with Celcroft. But resders must have felt that the Populer wesm
in very dengerous weters when suchan old-established serial eos the

>
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Rookwood one wszs withdrawn. Greyfriars wes thus the only school

vhich wes oble tc maintoin its position in the Populer right the way
thrbugh thw new series : ;

'In No. 587 ‘the Ric Kid mede o temporary retirement ofter his long.
run, and went into limbo until No, 600. He was replaced by o serisl
entitled "The ?up laki Petrol" by "Cherles Eomilton", curiously enough
the unly time hise nume cppeored in the Populsar. In No. 590 Frank

Richﬁrd schocldays returned, but this constent resdjustment wes uneble

to gove the PupuILr, ond it finzlly fell, Nc. 628, which wes published
on. thc Tth of Februery 1931, being the last issue, It wes replaced
by the Runger, which, according tc one contemporery advertisement, was
g "Sppnklnu VLnPly Treat!, As a2 matter of fact, the Ranger had very
little in ccmmuq with the . Popular; it really wes more similar to the
Thomeon pepers. . 5 -

Was the P(wulz # sucecess? Commercially spesking, the answer
mst be yes, for the first scries ron for five and o half yeers, while
the second lmotcd for over twelve, From the resders' point of view,
the answer is not eo certein, ”« the extont thet it ensbled 2 new

: wunurptlon b mlll rige itself. with "tLJl(u that hod delighted o

previcue one, it wes Jnf1n1t~ly in credit. On the other side of the
ledger, hUNCV(r, munt be recorded the dire ‘effcet of attempting to cram
so many different stories in esch week, This wes of nc moment where
the seriels were written speeizlly for the Popular, ss wes the Rio Kid
serial, but where it wes o cose of sdr ptlnr & long story originelly
written for the Gem or th: Megnet, the resulting r print in the Popular
wos often scverely hecked sbout. A8 Mr, Homilton himself seys, "How
one's poor werks were chipped, cbu“)ed m“ulxd and mengled to fit int\
the bed of Procrustes.... how they surviyed such hsndlinz is e mystery
Nevertheless, they were made to fit , end thb Rookwocd: onesg).came off
best in this respect since they hed never been o long: originelly es
the Greyfriers end St. Jim's ones. But despite all distortions and
sbbrevistions (znd the Populer in this respect was fer more culpable
than the Schoclboys' Own ler?ny) the Popular wess able at the time to
fulfil the growing demend for more stories sbout the Hamilton schicols,
end wes unique in the respect thet it was s form of weckly reprints of

JStories obout schiols which were themselves eppeering weekly in other

‘papers at the seme time. One ‘cannot help wondering whethor we shell
ever see the like of the Populer sgein.

e T S - PRER—

JANTED:  Boys hpalm Boys Magazines, 01d Series, Nelson
Iced, 1920 Holidny Annunl or any duplicatecs you have to
gparc. Lxchange welcomed for any books. FOR SAIE: 2nd
and 3rd Series, Nelson Lees, 6d each. Holiday Annuanls
1925-26-27-28. H.a.Smith, Scole, Dise, Norfolk.

WallTED s Schbolboy; Own Librery, No.371, in good condition.
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Frank Rlchardb, doso Inwn, Ylngbgqte, Broad stairs, Kent.
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iy With. Blake on t]yzi:c Spot’

By Williem Colcombe B -

e ot

During his lonz career as a detective, Sexton Blake has visited
nearly every corner of the globe on the track of criminals grist and
smell, Africa, fAmerice, North and South, the Barrcn Wastes of the Frozen
North, China, Iandie znd cven tho unknown land of Tibet heve all been used
.28 ¢ background to the edventures of the bist known detective in fiction.
Most Blake suthors have o fovourite setting for their stories, some ere ot
their best in smoky London, others in the Mill tcwms of Lenceshire, while
others use distent climes es e background. Much cen be leerned from e
atudy of different Puthors' works of meny peoples and londs both home and
sbroed., : : i

Feremost of 211 Bleke outhors in the description of scenes wes
George Hemilton Teed. Theore wes scercely o pert of the w rld thet Blake
did not visit under his pen. He will prgbrbly be best remembered for his
Chinese stories end meny reeders of "The Union Jock" snd "The Sexton Blake
Library" must have gained their enrliest knowledge of Chinese ways of life
ond' rlso the politics of “the flowery lsnd" from Mr. Teed's works. Amongst
the best of his Chinese yerns wore four that appecred in "The Union Jack"
in 1927, "The Adventure Of The Yellow Beetle", "The Tomple of Meny
Visions"; "Doomed ‘To The Drogon" end "The House Of Wooden Lanterns" and e
serial that eppesred in the seme pesper thet seme ycer entitled "The Black
Abbott Of iCheng Tu'yi’ Considerable knovledee of the intcrnel intricacies
of Chinese 1life ean be geined -from these finc storics.

Arother 1little kacwn spot thet Teed used es backeround was the island
of Heyiti. Pertured in the stories of this notorious islomd wes one Merie
Galente, o negress who wos e High Priestess ¢f the unhely cult of Voodeo
end with her es e centrel cherscter Teed Aeseribed some of the rites prec-
tised by fellowers of this terrible religion, such ss the offering of e
yaung girl es humen seerifice. Probebly the best story of Heyiti wes in
"Phe Sexton Bleke Librery No.376 (scocnd scries) entitlod "The Isle of
Horxror' .

"Sexton Blake Librery" No.707 (second series) "The Mystery of Gold
Digger Creek" wag & stcery of the islsnd of New Gulnes, . This islend off
the coast of Austrelisz seaw some of the harilcst fighting of the Pecific
Wer enl scme idee of the'nsture ¢f the terrsin cen. be got. from this.

G,H, Tecd story. Ancther'of his yerns set in New Guinee wes.fostured in
"Detective Weekly" No.l6 entitled "Gemblers' GdldV. \s you will have
guessed from these titles New Guines is ¢ gold mining aree and boefore the
war (end perhape even still to-day) gold ‘was flown across’ the Stanley
mountains to the coast for shipnent to iustrelia,

George Hemilton Teed knew Peris intimately (he lived in that city
for some years) and wrote meny etofics of the French capitel. He also
wrote of Morocco end some of his vest George Mersden Plummer stories were
when thet slippery individual wes second in command to the leader of the
rebel forces in Spanish Moroecco. His gtory "The Terror of Tangier"
gives readers a glimpse of the old and colourful city.
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.ditiong in /frich wes "the G ; JORRGE
‘Murrey Greydon. He wrote mostly of Eest Africe,

In contrest to Teed, Allen Bleir rerecly left Britain in hls stories
and even when he did it was never ‘ferther than the Continent. Bleir
wrote with first hand knowledge of the Southsrn Counties, mnotably Surrey
and Burkshire end these.countics were the ground ovwr which Blske end
Tinker followed Pedro on many a -treil, The two great Northern counties
of Lanceshire snd Yorkshirc olso featured in his stories end their well

“kmown renges provided e fine beckground to Pedro's often incredible dis-

play of cenine ebillity for trecking. A close study of Blair's meny
stories .will «iv..e reelly good idee of the topogrephy of these two
QORBYAER AL, . el n ‘ il 4

Anothor suthor who kept the sction of his storics at home wes

r

Doneld Stuwart. - .His specielity wes t#e smzll Tnglish country village,

thougzh he percly identified his beckeround with eny resl plece.  John
Hunter (who:stillnwritas regulerly for the Sexton Bleke Library) is

-another who r?thurflikcs his stories in the Bngllsh countryside, mostly

imeginary villuges-in Surrey. @ From thuse two writers 'the resder oen
gain a little ides of the layout of e typicel villege anid ‘the folk who
inhebit them,

Cecll Hayten, creetor of the Sir Richerd (Sputs) Losely and pobnnuu
gseries wes e superb writer of Africen storics nnd produccd many fine
talcs of the interior of ithe Dark Continent. Onc: of these wag rether
reminiscent of Bdwy Scérles Brooks "Lost World" series for the "Nelson
Lee Librery".’ It wes celled "The Forcst Of Ghosts" ond in it Sexton
Blike fichts prchistoric snimels in sddition to the usuﬂ; crcoks .

Rex Hordinge t¥rvelled extensively in Africe and this is reflected
in his meny offorts. He wes pctually morc et home in South ﬁnd”Sogth
West Africe, end in Rie first twe storice for "The Union Jack", "The
Black ‘loud" #nd "The Vietim Of The Veldt" he duscrib¢s400nditions.nnd
liféfon the Orensc £rrms of Southt Africes In gome of h?g later yorns
he gave e good ider of the perile undergone by explorers in their
offorts tuhonon up the vost trects of this larc:ly unknown continent.

j Yet‘athh;r.whg geve us somewhet vivid picturcs of 1life- #md con- .
; ' rond 01d Man" emongst Blake suthors, Williem
the territory now
knewn a8 Kenyo, Ugende ond Tengrenyike. He elso used‘IﬁdaTChi@m in :
severel storics which were, s feor as I know, unique, Tg; 2 cannqt find
any trece of Blaoku visiting this part of the world in yerns by other
euthors.

Another of the old timers, Andrew Murrey, wrote stories set in
meny climes, snd cnce agein he wes about the only one to, feoture Russin
(excepting perhaps Gilberﬁ'Chcster). One f hie stories deals with
Afghenistean, the country betwoen the borders of India end Russia, while
ancther, cntitled "Horth Of 55°% took Blake tc the lanl of perpetuesl
snow, the Frozen North. Andrew jurrey's nemesske, Rebert Murray,
author of thc now famous "Criminsls' Confederstion" serics,slso wrote
of the colder regions, one or two yearns being his only excursions
cutside England. : G i

But I think thot the best of £11 the yerns dealine with Aretic,,
Regions ceme from thet not qulte.sc well known writer, Le«-Charles . .
Douthweite end wes entitled "TherRiddle Of The Yukon', ' *In real life
Mr. D.outhweite had rether close connections with the Royal Canadian
Cenadian Mounted Pclice and there is no doubt that he knew his Nerthern
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territories like the pelm of his hand. The story mentioned above told

- rhow-Sexton Blake tracks a wented grock from !fontrezl.through hundreds of

miteeof - gnowy wastes: He was gided by the R.C.M,P. of course.

L. €. Pouthwaite tells us .in his own worde that '"the man who says that
wolves will nbt sttack man dees not know a hungry wolf pack," and the
attaok by a hungny rolf pack is only one of the exciting incidents of

......

‘éoﬂada is ai 60 the setting of meny of the "Moonslayer" stories by
gtanley Gordon, in ‘this cese it is usually 1ife¢ in the forests and :
lumber cemps that is depicted. @n the whole though, Cennde has been
rather neglected Wy Bleke's chroniclers. mhg creator of Gunge Dass,
H. Gregory Hill, wrote some fine ysrns of Indie 2nd set out some very
reslistic descriptions of the life ond customs of Indians both high end
low ceste.,  The grinding poverty of the peasent, the trickery of the
fekirs and the power they wielded in this land of untold religions, sre
211 touched upon in his stories. In two of them, "Thc Greet Museun
Mysteéry" nnd "The Loot: of N’na Sohibd! ho givrs an idea of the romence
thet livs in India's little knowm history. | H. Gregory Hill's modern
counterpprt Inthony Parsons, treets life in Indie from s different
nglgy . This time we see the country #s viewed from Government House,
the evgorts to hush up even the slightest breath of scendel ageinst ' the
ruling ‘ceste. From Persons*-work some littlc idea of the lives and .
work of the meny Englishmen who devoted o lifetime in edministering énd

OVCrniné the lend of over 180 millione, czn be got. Parsons also gave
sume ‘excellent impressions . of life in wor-time Cairo and Alexsandrie in
his: st011us "The Riddle Of The Disguised Greek", "The Crime of the
Cushierod Mejor" and "The Mystery of the Ceiro Express'.

~Though most Blike ruthors set stories in Londen at one time or
,ethher,‘nona excellecd John 6. Brandon in his descriptions of life in
the Metrpolis, whether it wee » Chincse den in the heart of Dockland,
nizht life in Scho, cr high life in the West End, he geve vivid impres-
sions of "the scene. FHis hebit of deseribing o trail through London
strecet by street helped resders fomilier with Londeon te build up & men-
tel picture of the unfolding story, end even one wh~ did not know the
Cepitel was helped by the mention of well known nemes #nd places. o

The Mill towns of: Lsnca shire werethe stemping ground of Lester
Bidsten. Nearly all his stories have e beckground., life in the cotton
mills. "The Mystery of Oldham", "The Phentom of:-the Mill", "Geng's
Prisoners", "The Cup Finaol Crime", "The Mill.of Pear" were aLl get in
Lancoshire mill towns, mest of th&ub stnrius belng written in the nine-
toen-tthirtics when the greot slump was et its Height and the life of
p,vmrty ond distress _of the people who lived in small, begrimed houses
in narrow cobbled streets, wes in the news,

Pierre Quiruulu wos encther versetile writer who visited 2 large
varlety of pla‘és in his stories. I remember the Island of Corsice in
"Tho Myst«ry of 'the Missing Envoy", Latvis in "The Venished Milliom",
India in "The Seered City", (ube in "The Hevene Mystery", but his most
interesting werg those set in the Balkan countries, such as "The Outlew

of Jugo Slevia" znd "The Mystery of the Albanian Avenger", interesting
glimpses of life and conditions in these¢ countrics, now hidden behind
‘the Iron Curtein were given.,




Coutts Brisbane was ancther who varied his background, smong the
mre iiterssting were ome or twe of the West Indies. These islonds,

T ftdous (BOT ‘their Benenn ond Suger plentetions, form s picturesque setting

f.r Blaket: go ‘ercok hunting. 7 Another fevourite spot of Brisbrne's
wasi Scotlsrnd, end his story "Secret of the Loch" wes the best I'vwe reod
of ¥his part of Britain. - -

e

In grim contrest to the tropic heet of the West Indies is the wet,
ccld atmosphere ¢f the mining aress of Durham and Northumberlsnd,
fevourite. spots for Anthony Skene's stories., . Yorkshire also figured
lergely in this author's works es it did in 2 number of cthers, notably
Gwyn BEvan's "Miss Deeth' series, ecach story of. this charascter being set
in e different Yorkshire city.

>
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Pt By .Joek Corbett o e .
e T4 i
'f?*" g Readers will recall the meeting of Mr. Croft (Mr. Quelch's"

LFTUE double ) and Mr, J. Corbett at brosdstairs, and here is
enother aiti@ledconcerning’this'igferestlpg gentleman,

One morning while my wife, kiddies, and sélf were having breskfest,
the front door bell suddenly gave o resounding peel. "Postman," I said
laconically, and my small Qon, Ian, lost no time in scempering swey to
fiteh the letter brought by that messenger of good and bed news - the
postmen,

"Here ynu are," cried Ien, pottering beck with e neetly typed
sealed letter for "Deddy". "Thenks, fly-blow," I said, patting my small
son's "napper', end then busicd mysc¢lf in opening the letter, I could
have shouted with joy 2t whot my syes beheld, ond could not ‘resist from
saying '"Oh, good," accompenicd by o thump on the teble, which brought e
remerk from lMedge, my wife, 2bout better teble manners in front of the o
childrenl! I reproduce the welcome letter here:- R

Sea View Cottage,
Peggwell Bey,

s 1 : Nr. Broadsteirs.
Desr Mr. Corbebt, oy 20/7/48.

i You will doubtless be surprised to heer
from me, but I am still mindful of our chrnce meeting in
Broadsteirg last year, when you recognised mc as
"Mr. Queleh's" wdouble. ;

.47 -Certsin business will necessitete my
being in Ywston-super-Mer: next week, and I would very
much like to sece you again, I believe the journey from
your city is comperctively short, end so sny doy efter
the 27th inst., will ‘suit me, and I lock forwerd to weeing
you when wg mry xosume our chat on "Greyfriars'" if we have
time, e 3

- Yowurs. very sincerely, |
HENRY R. CROFT, ; ; '

Feeling very eleted ly this letter from one whom you will recall was
the gentleman I met accideatelly whilc on holiday at Broadsteirs, I pessed
the nedtly written shect .over to Madg¢, while:our younger son, Barry, .
busied himself by teoking or imeginéry  letter from the torn-envelope and
putting 1t back sgein! ' ¢

After due considerstion I thought I would do well to trevel by one
of the mony luxury coech tri-s which give one sbout three hours or so in
comfort. 30 by the end of ‘that week all was set for = further meeting
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with the exect doutle of "Mr. Quelch" - in fact, one who was a close
‘friend of our beloved suthor, Frank Richards, and who had been for many
ycars the inspirstion for the Remove Master. -

Well, the eegerly seweited day errived, rather fine, but not resl
summer weether, but one muet be thankful for even o watery sun these deys.
After the goodbyes and good wishes from my family, I set off for the spet
where I boarded one of those streamlined gisnts of the road, and settled
back in well sprung luxuty for the :speedy run west. As we trovelled
nlong the sun grew more powerful, =nd by the time the eston outskirts
werc reachedy 2 blue sky, plus the smell of the see, wes everyone's
reword., The coech s smoothly on to the sea front, and putred its
way into the lorge parking plece midway elong the promensde,  After
elighting, I welked through o gep in t%e well thet led to some round
tebles pleded there by en enterpriésing cefe owner, from which point T hed
a good view of the car perk onil promenrie. ;

Just then I discerncd smong the geily bedecked holidey mekers s tell
figure in ncet clericel grey suit hurrying towsrds the spot, anf sure
enough it wes Mr. Croft. I crnnot help telling you sgnin how his like-
ness to Mr. Quelch wee vividly epperent - the quick grit snd engular
feotures, the '"sidebourds" ~nd ncet shoes, and ss he drew ncarer I saw
the knarled fece light up with e kindly smilh_plus 2 bright gleem in his
penetreting cyes. Stepping forwerd with hand extenled I received a very
strong hendshske, =nl he spoke in thet resping, yet not unkind voice of

Greyfriers feme. "Good mornin‘, and welcome to Weston" he seid kindly.
"You are looking very well, sir, ond I csnnot say how very much I appre-
cizte your taking this Sprl 1l trip to meet, er .-~ 'Mr. Quelch!.," We

both laughed heertily, -nd cfter rtturninb the grectings, we stepped
across the roed on to the Prom and observel the ses shimmering in the
werm sunshine, snd how bright the forecshore lookecd with the innumereble
geily coloured bething costumes worn by the holidey makers. The time
was then ebout 12.15 p.m. end it wes deeided that we should have a rest
and chat on the beach, so that we were soon reclining at ease in deck
cheirs, close to the rippling sea smid the checrful laughter of scamper-
ing children.

"This mekes one feel young agein,'" said Mr, Croft, settling himself
more oomfortebly. "I canmot reslly believe thet I ever 21d such things
myself beck in .the: dim past." I laughed and observed thet one is only
as old as one feels, which is reslly e truth that cennot he denied.
Matters, of course, simply hzd to drift towerds "Greyfriars'", and soon we

were discussinsg the "Magnet'!', Mr. Hemilton, the collecting hobby generally,

and lastly the "Collector's Digest.

"It is really smazing how Mr. Leckenby mansges to produce this very
excellent book combinsd with his busy ond somewhat nerve-racking post nt
the switchboard," observed Mr. Croft, "end it ° . certeinly proves what
one ¢an do under great difficulties when the inspiretion and keenness ere
there." I nodded essent and heve certainly marvelled meny times myself
ot "Leck's" feet of endurence in this respect. W

“What about ordering Next Year's /nnual ?

|
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“After chatting thus for some time, Mr. Croft looked et his watch. .
NI {h¥nk we will ‘wend our way back to my cousin's home, thra," he said
smilitig, "a good'meal would not, I am sure, be unwelcome. This idea
wéd very good in!view of !the sea breezeé and journey I had undurtﬁkon g0
leeving the pleesent bédch 'wo returned to the prom, from whéréd Mr, Croft L
cd me up one of those rather hilly side roeds which are = feature of
Weston—dupor-Mare I noted we were in the ares celled Pork Plece, and
after turning ¢ tHG right pest white stone housés frontéd by richly i
- flowered gardens; we turned left ond were in-e quis$’$6ad bordered by
large grey stone houses scr:engd:by low stone wnlld’" 1 "thick hedges.

}-‘

|

N&.;Oroft:thcn stepped sside for me to enter throush a wrought iron
gete which fronted # stotely house of srey stonc, its foréground richly
turfed snd bordered by meny bl\om 1f , l

In the comfortedble hell Mr. Pr £t 1ntroﬂucc- mz to his couuin,:
Miss Kimberley, who s'cmxﬂ esger -to mbke my acquointence. "Oh'y yus,
she gdeid in'e rich voice, "My cousin tells'me over and over aga in oy
your meeting in e 1little cefe ncar Broadsteirs, ond I read your:sccount
of it in Mr. Crc¢ft's, orvsHdll I say Henry's copy of the "Digest Annuel,"
I smiled £t this remerk, end seid I wes glad thet she too wes a reader
of our "yearly", and learned that old p”p‘re had » ‘fascinetion for her,
elthough she was not » collector. "WE1l come 1 w do gemple my dooking
while it's 11 nice 2nd hot, sir," seid our hCutyuS smilingly. S0 without
e second bilding Mr, Croft ond myself entercd 2 sunlit diningrcom, whose ‘
neet jeeobean furnishing geve sn 2ir of wermth and homeliness. Seated {
by a large french window, overlooking & beautiful rosé garden, we at~ |
a well served meal, afterwards reclining in our chairs over coffee and
cigarettes, where, once agein, the conversation switched over to
"Greyfriars" ond ite meny surroundings.

Somehow, during the dinner, the thought had occurred to me thst my
friend seemed pr@~nccuni<d nt times, as if some metter of importance was
weighing upon his mind, but I had dlumih sed the ldea, thinking that the
steep journey from the se2 had tired Mt, Croft for o man of his ycers,
In the course of our talk ¢ ft,r dinner, however, some of his replies had
®een sllghtly hesitent, e procpdurc 80 very unlike Mr. Quclch's double
thet I ventured to query my compenion weg fecling well,

&
!
r

"Mr. Croft," I said, looking fully nt him, "Excuse _my being personal,l
but out of interest, I somehow fubl you do not scem to be quite so well, |.
I hope you heve not o summer cold ‘developing duec to our wretched. nummer°"'l
Mr. Croft made & slight slmost 1mpuroentiblb start, =nd then looked
cornestly st me, ltsning forwerd in his cheir, he uookx. "I appreciaté
your concern ﬁnd thought for me, my Yoy, more than I cen express, but I
essure you my health, physicelly st leest, i very pood eand - ", went on} °
my friend in his olesr resping voice, "my athletic days’ at school stand
me in good steed, slthough," he smiled, "boys forget thet T ever was
really keen on sport, but -", here Mr. Croft's face beceme 'rather prlm,
"no man of my yeers finds 1t cesy to faoe the prospect of beginning o
new life in 2 new country." T could only look and wonder et this last
remerk. How this prospect could face my friend, e retired schoolmaster,
2 close friend of Mr. Richards, and one who had ¢ comfortesble home near
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Broesdstairs, scemed » complcte mystery, and I could scercely believe my ‘
eors. "You sec, Mr. Corbett,! continued my compenion, "a very dear {
fricnd of former schooldeys, and one who helped me to obtein my position
:éf;Reptoh, has guffered the sudden loss of his wife, ond being o man of

‘ few outside intereets, the poor fellow is completely =zlone far from his
T own gountryg in fact, his home is in New Zeelrnd."

; This informetion ond its obvious meening came as = bombshell. Thaté
8 man of Mr. Croft's. calibre would help » lifelong friend in .any way he
could was.quite understendeble, but that & men of his years should enter-
tein the idee.of going t¢ 2 new country to begin a new life wes more than
amazing, elmost hercic in fect. Then Mr. Quelch's double speke. 'You
see," he soid, "when I was e young men, in fact, during the time in my
life when every penny meent much to me, fete brought this gentleman. end
myself together, nnd through his believing in my prowess es one who thead
a genius for guiding and teaching boys, he did much to give me a good
place .in life, both spirituclly snd precticelly, sndy" - continued my

friend - "I belicve I have justified his expectations." "So that now
he is in nced of help, Mr. Croft," I seid, "you ere golng out to him in
New Zesland?" My companion nodded essent, end once sgein the character

! of the Remove Mester csme home t; me es portrayed by F.Re

"Whot about your friends, sir?" I oskcd quietly. "It muet need
‘courage to go to e strenge country where ¢ll is new."  Mr., Croft looked
hard et me, and his fece became very grim, slmost hord. "There ere :
things that I cennot think sbout, Mr. Ccrbett," he seid quietly, but in |
e firm tone - "All I know is thet 2 men who did much for me, at no small
effort to himsclf, is in need of me now, ond unusuel as it is for e men
4 of my years to secek edvepﬁurp sbroad, it is & call I cannot ignore."

Just then the door opened end our hostess entered the room. '"Well,
gentlemen," she seid in her rich voice. "You lock none the'worse for my
cocking, and surely s Mr., Corbett hes little time in Weston, you would
do well tc teke the sea bBreeze." Her cousin rose from his secet, and
resting one hend on his cheir, his ansuler feoce relsxed into a smlle es
he looked st this very plessent lady. "Yes, I think you are right,"
he said, end sdded mcre slowly, "I have informed Mr. Corbett of my
future intentions concerning my old friend in New Zealend.": Then :
turning to me, Mr. Croft remerked, "Of course, my ccusin thinks the idea
fentestic, but on the decision tc go I em quite ademant.”

Miss Kimberley set dcvm on the arm of one of the handsome jacobean
" chairs and nodded essent. "That is correct, Mr. Ccrbett," she seid,
"but after £1l, Henry is & man who knows his own affairs best, and is e
men of iron where duty is concerned, end sc I wish him everything that
is fortunate smd mey God bless him." A short silence follcwed thet
» lovely little speecch, end in spite of the bright sunghine, .ensair of
- sadness seemed t¢ pervede the room.  But Mr, Croft guickly rcesumed his
crisp sharp menner, and, looking et his watch, suggested a walk up to
Medeire Cove. Not having time to return to the house, I bade Mlss
Kimberley e heerty good-bye and thenked her for the kindly hospitelity
shown.

"A Sub paid to-day, is a Sub less toA-'morrow







§ NJ' Croft and mysblf then wa]kc . briskly dovn the hill on to the
promenddd and stroller 1 leisurely tows r4" the pleasant end of Weston where
the rocks end naturasl scenery ‘atioun? for the nature lover. "Well, my
boy," said Mr. Croft, ofter o few moments of silence, "I hove the news
hes not szddencd your dey, but I certrinly felt thet I would like to see
you before my trip lown uncur, ond I =n sure you will ‘egrce with my
decision," "Certainly, Mr. ﬁroft " I said quietly, "but it does not
nake the feet of losing someone as soci“tg“ with thinﬁs th“t 1 9nd mvny |

. Others, hold very deer any ecasier."

My friend smiled, "I preciate the prcﬂt Qompliment 4 he ssld,
"but understond, my boy, thug for myself the tegk is indeed o colossal
one., For as you cen 1m1ginu, it is no llght thing to lose such-en old

‘mnd' Highly esteemed friend e Mr. Richeard ond, I believe -~ ", here

Mr. Croft gave » short dry 1lough, "Mr. Riohar&s Will not like losing his
Mr. Quelch! But sees do not rerlly sever the cords that bind friend-
ship, only physically »t lec.st."

"Hove ybd seen Mr. Richards lately," I ssked, and Mr, Croft nodded
esgent. "Only recently," he enswered, "and I.found him in really
excellent heclth; while his new Bunter books are very well aheed, eond,
in my oplnlon, are a splendid opportunity for enyone to possess
“"Greyfriars" in well constructed permanent form,"

At lest we recached a flat pl“tu pu of rocks end set down by the
weter's edge. We get and discussed onimetedly "Greyfriars', collecting,
the future of boys' pepers 'nﬂ bcoks generally. When the time was
about 3.50 p.m, we Strull‘d back over the: shingle towerds the steps with
the 1ntcnt10n of' obtaining =z besch tray ¢f tee ond breed and butter, !

3 ]
g2 |
0 {

Just then I noticed Mr, Croft drew himself up suddenly, snd his
geze became fixed (n a section of high rocks. "Ycung rescals," he
ejaculated, end his hénd gresped convulsively on his welking stick. Oh,
how I wish you could heve seen Mr. Croft's facc at that moment! -
nothing could have been more like Mr, Quelch!! His face had become
grim, and - his mouth set in a tiyht linc¢, while his eyes were hard 'end
glinted like degger polntu. 'ollowing his geze I could have aughed ‘
had it not been for the sébious ond grim ottitude my friend hal adopted,
for holf hidden between two large boulders were two local schoolboys,
enjoying & quiet smoke,

There was silence for a moment, then with the agility of e cet,
Mr Croft almoct leapt across the rocks and reached the spot where the
y oung "sportsmen" were surprised by the sudden interruption of their
”manly” p”'tlmb. I followed up, rether *larlod by, M Crcft'u anger,
and ‘reeliséd thet his cld "form-ro ~m” m,pncr was sti1ll very much® flive,
My compsnion the pOku, his frce 1like thunder. "How dare you - T repeat,
how deore youl two scho.lbeys indulging in such en unhealthy corrupt
peatinet C«ecw smoking these,’ thvse cigsrettes at once."

The eI“Pr‘ f the two boyS'l cked started for a moment, but seeing
that it was a stranger who Spukﬁ, he quickly recovered his calm, rather
insclent manner, and ccolly replaced his cigarette in his mouth, but
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though his ycunger compenion looked helf inclined to follow the elder

! _b(y's (xample he looked rether ashsmed, and shcepishly threw his half

”‘JSmoked c1garettu away on to the shingl,.

_J’" The 'boys were obviously from e high school, both had badges on

‘- "their well. cut Blezers, and were well shod, The elder boy spoke then.
"Whet's it got to do with you, you interfering ©ld sss?"' he said in e
harsh rude tone. "You aren't our schoolmester, so screm, big poyl"

“'I steod spellbound; how Mr. Croft would take his insult, I dare not
think. But suddenly Mr. Queclch's double, leapt forward, and seized the
elder boy by the collar end shock him like a2 terrier shaking s rabbit.
!"Insolent, wretched boy ~" he thundired. "How.dare you, sir, eddress
mé like thet!" The boy then yelled and wriggled 1likc en eel, but the
strength of Mr. Croft's erm wes emazing, =nd the cigerette foll from the
boy'e mouth, end Mr, Croft ground 1t into the shingle with his foot.

L

Stepping back, panting, my compenion turncd tc spesk to the younger
lad, who now lcoked rather terrificed, ‘but the clder boy gresped » stone
end flung it et Mr. Croft's heed vicicusly. Mr. Croft's keen eye,
however, had ncticed the eetivn, and mavinw swiftly to one side, missecd |
the stcne by half an inech, Then, raising his stick, Mr. Croft feirly
pulled the dboy up from the rock, and that bright youth yelled et the top
of his voice. "I cge, you old f 13 loose, I tell you. My father
will heve you for sseeult if you dere tc lay o fincor on me."-

Still grebbing the bouy's erm, Mr, Croft paused: after all the boy
was right, for heving no euthority tc deliver e ceaning, much zs the boy
deserved drastic punishment, he wculd be on the wrong side of the 1¢w,
now that the good cld deys when boys could be cened were past, The boy
noticed this, and whilst much of his insclent manner had diseppeercd,
he reslised he held the trump card, and jumped bsck.

The younger boy then spoke in a quict tone. "L ok here, Bob," he
gaid, "the gentlemen is riht, eand you 'rre e cod throwing a stone like
thet at him; enywey, I ncver rcally liked smoking, and aftor this
I've done with you." Thils cpen~faced lad then turned end dcoked up et
Mr. Crcft, seying, "I'm sorry for my friend's rotten temper, sir, snd
I'11 promise you thet this is my lest cigarette. With this remsrk he
pulled & packet of ten from his pocket and hurled them far across the
rocke. |

Mr. Croft's face reclexed for & moment, #nd he patted the youngster
' on the back., "Well seid, my boy, well said - I b(llCVL you, and gzood
luck t¢ your future °t gohool - you mey go." I smiled t¢ nyself at
this remerk; Mr. Crfft scemed to fency he wes senling a Woy from his
study ot Repton, 2nd appcercd forgetful of the fact that he was now &
retired schoolmaster a’dressing 2 strange boy on the seashore,

Then the elder dboy, left alone, rosc if, to go, but » sudden
gleem had céme inte Mr. Croft's eyes, end I n.ticed he was 1- okinﬁ
closely at the balge cn the dboy's blezer. '"Weston High School," he
barked suddénly et the boy, cetching him by the srm sgein. "Is Colonel
Wright e governor of your achoel, boy?" This question hed e stertling
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“effect cn the led; his frce went suldenly white, ond, losing ell his
'eir of errogence, pented cut: "Oh, yes, sir; but don't report me,
plegse sir, don't, ~ he - he is my fother." 4

lir, Crcft seeme] token sbeck, but rapped out at once, "You, a son
of e fine men like your father, what.would he sey if he knew of your
blackguerdly conduct, unheppy.bc ) A Not -weiting for o reply, my com—
penion continued, "You'dorel to hurl » missile 2t me e moment ago, and
I em strengly tempted to report you to Col, Wright - ¢ man whom I have
met in this town and highly respect, but take your choice, sir, bend over

that rock, and I will endeavour to impress upon you the folly of such
contemptible beheaviour; or I shell certainly visit your fether." The

18d clenched his hande, but silently bent over o rock conveniently shaped
by nature for such ¢ purpocse,

Mr. Croft then stepped back, and in @rim silence his stick rose and
fell on the boy's trousers, while I stood by and watched in silence.
Mr. Croft lowered his stick t leost, snd rather bresthlessly stepped
beck from the rock, aiving the wrotched youth a hard cold look.

Turningz his now rether white face towerds us, with o devilish look,
Wrieht Jnr. limped, awey ecross the r¢ -8, end we watched him vanish out
of sight elong the heach, Wwhere one cx two wenlering holiday makers hed
stered in wonder et the scene.

Mr. Croft then turned tc me, and seemed suddenly awere of the fact
that I was stending just behind him. "Bless my soul, Mr. Corbett," he
. sold, "Pray pardon my ignoring your presence, but raally, geeing that
wretched boy emoking, especiolly one leeding 2 minor astreyr, was reslly
too much for me, but - ', Mr. Croft broke off and lcoked hard.at me, for
et that-moment I could not suppress a smile for sLelnb, what to my mind
was & nevghty schoclboy having the "cosh", had o funny side efter ell.
My friend seemed to resd my thourhts, for hie fase broke into a crusty
smile., "Oh, sh - of course," he seid, "e typical episode from the
"Magnet" enacted over egein - well, Mr. Corbett, you certainly have scen
"Mx. Quelch" wield the econc after. sl1." -

Well, after this exeiting hoppening, we purchased tees 2nd bread and
butter from the neet white peinted cafe at the side -of the steps leading
from the focks, and I realised I had cnly half-sn-hour to go before
leaving Weston, #znd felt e little seddenecd by the fact that there was
" little chence of my seeing Mr. Croft egein.

oou know, My. Croft, NiT snid, "if seems a pity that things cennot
plways be the same. Look how the 'Magnet' met such an untimely ends;
this scemed to end an ers of my 1life st leest, and now you - & real live

link with Mr. Richerds end s11 he loves, you are leeving, too.”

Mr. Crgftrlocked very kindly at me the en snd spoke in a cleer but
quiet tones " "Yes, my by, it does ot first scem unkind of providence
to alter things end placc people apparently out of their abcustomed ways
of life, but was it not best for the 'Megnet', for example, to. finish et
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the heig ht of ite carecer, then tc heve, perheps, wene’l into e decline?

A Aftér oll .1t is much better for & thing we simire =and esteem tc termi-
nate its c.rwcr-ai a trlumphﬁntlhc ight, than tc have on inglorious feding

out for some unforeseen rescson,"

o e c$u1 see the Wlb(oﬂ oi the e, worde, end it crme home to me how e
rucket uoarq grendly into, tho skies w;th triumphnnt golours and fire, but
than whet - thc sperks °n! li Ht Just diec sway, #nd the ssh fells to earth
in antl—cllm ' :

oy

"And," resumed Mr. Croft, "the old order changeth giving plaece to
new, which is, perhsps, better for ue c11, although it sppeers to us et !
the time o cruel twist of fate, my boy." I cculd only serce with: this |
plein common sense way of viewing 1ife, but time spad on, and leaving the ;
cafe overlcokine the sesr, we strclled back towarids the casr nark, whers T !
espied my coach elreely waniting by the cefe well. We stonped by the sea
well, end Mr. Crcft lcoked herd at me ds if to read my innermpst thoughts.

"Well, Mr. Corbett, good-byes are not pleasent, but - I am more- than
glad to heve met o *Mogznet' reader, snd one who estoems the seme things
as myselfs - in faet, I feel o deep regerd for all the colleetors, from
Mr. Leckenby himgelf tc¢ everyone, end I am proud to have been Mr.Richerds'
model. for the Remove Mester - elthough ot first I 419 not reaslly epprove.'
: "Well, sir," I seid, "the stories of YGreyfriars' are nothine without
their Mr. Quelch. 2nd & finer cherscter to guide and look efter boys I
dt not think possible tc¢ imagine."

v Mr. Croft's rether severe featured reloxed into a 'smile cnce agsin.
"Thank ycu, my boy, for the sincerity which is conveysd tc me, and I hope
you will elweys think of me as & friend, and «ive iy garnest regards to
your fellow lovers of 'Greyfriars®." I »romised I would. do thia; and
after receiving Mr., Croft's ;recious consent tc put my dey's experience
on record for the "Digzest Annusl". we exchanged @ strong handshake, and
then I stepped ecross the road and boerded my coech.

After a few minutes oll were aboard, snd as the coach glided slowly
out of the car perk, I sew Mr. Quelch's double standing by the ses wall,
hie rather stern features seeming tc be cast in bronze as the evening sun
played ecross his fece., Thers he stood, e resl Mr. Quelch in every line

of Mr. Chapmzn's drewings in the "Megnet®. Then es the coach turned ' into
o side strect, he roised his hond in s2lute, end efter o few seconds had 5
' vanished from sight. !

Sittins by the fireside severel hours later, I wes. telling Medge,
my wife.”u( the wonderful day I had had, "Oh, well," she seid, "I:am
ever so glad you met him apgein, John, but you don't lock quite ss jolly
as you did when you left us this morning." I smiled, rather ruefully, !
"Well, nc," I seid, "but it is -not very nice to think that therec is little|
chence of seeing Mr, Croft ssein." Just then my son, Ian, came up to
.me and seid, "But, daddy, ycu will reed lots mcre about Mr. Quelch in
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The Hobby _Eléaixx ‘

mwém,BX Reginald Cox - s

‘o1 appeared in the first Collectors' Digest Annual, but it wes
touch and go -=- you sce, my position was two pages from the end of this
-.unique nublication; however, I wes 'in' -- I wes setisfied. TFor the
second issue, I've no objection to the inside - ney, even the outside -

\L“ pf the back cover, but I must appeer -—— I insist! 0ld - I refer not to

oge, but to collecting stetus - friends will know ms, others mey wonder
at my etyle — (I'm essuming I've developed one) but this is 'me', this
is the man,

I write for meny papers what editors went - whenthey went it; such
writing ‘is done to order. - In the cese of the 'Annusl', one cen write
from the heert -— I like it. Before getting into stride, I must reflect
upon my title end the strong term’ 'insist'; the title follows thet of
last year, ond if 'I insist' sounds dogmntic, I do not meen it.so., I am
qualified to contribute to our book -- I enjoy doing so -- snd if it is
considered thet I'm o ges-beg -~ 8o wee Doctor Samuel Johnson!

No longer e colleetor, my presence hes been explained elsewhere,
in short, I feiled to specinlize. I collected quentity instesd of
quality. == I went in for numbers insteed of certein kinde of papors, e
policyfdf much doubt; Roger Jenkins eoxprossed the seme opinion recentdy.
. Yet, in-gpite of it 2ll, the hobby is still o port ¢f me —- it elweys
- whkll be. . : .

"C.D. innusl wes » good job, but they overdid things e bitl" This
was whispered to me by o 1little bird., He was refoerring to the meny
letters inwolving 'pats on the beck' that quickly followed the big event
-— many, you will remember, were printed in C.D, I disegree., The :
veuture WAS an excellent job, it's oncther step, it's o very big step.
Journelistic blerncy ¢on my pert? No. == honest-to-goodness fact.

THEY DID NOT OVIRDO IT!

Story Peper Collectors (when is thet word coming?) sre indeed well
and truly on the hobby mep; from humble exchenge of letters we've come
a long ways esch hos done his bit. Shirking -- as I do at all times —
clossificetions, I must sey thet Herbert (don't know how he does it)
Leckenby has worked herd - very herd; he has qualified for his place.
lleurice Bon! sces wisdom in the angle of specializetion, he centres his
ectivities on one subject; is it nccessery for me to neme 1t? It goes
without seying that he - Mourice - is sn ~uthority -—— 'the! authority.

For o moment, back to myself:~ I contect ric Parker and 7.S,Brooks,
one day-I'll mcet them, I hold e serscn ticket tc the British Museum
Lidrery, yet do nct use it to the full. I meet Bob Blythe, and that
other stalwert Grenville Weiney both =re keen, Then, recently, I met

Have you got o standing order for the C.D.?
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‘uncerthing specialist' Bill Martin; it is not for me to provide him
with a free slvert here, I} \be brief « He*s’doing o good job. The
newly formed London Branch: #re-holding congenial meetings, it's nice to
see it ~- why, even the ladies join in! The 'S.P.C.' continues to

speak for‘ipyglﬁﬁf— it gives me pleesure to 49 that members of Britain's
Amsteur Prifiters Association hive expressed high opinions of Mr. Gander's
work. The Collectors' Miscelleny is another sticker, it has 2 wonder-
ful record. Hobbylst caters for mest of thc collecting hobbies —- it
should get more support. This is not o string of care¢less 'pats-on-
.the-backst, ‘it helps the wheels to turny o mention of C.D.-<to ‘the

editor of the British Mailbsg resulted in exchenge of letters batween

the editorsconcerned -~ that's hov it goes —- thet's how it ‘will alweys
gc - that's how it should go!® Megnets; Gems; Union Jedkss . Schoolboys!
Owns; and Nelson Lees'; scem to be.the most widely colleeted papeérs.
I'11 conclude by neming - in my opinicn - & few of the '‘where-have-they -
ell-got=to! clags.. Palsy Pootbell Fewcurite; Boys' Cinemsas - Kineme
Comic; All 8ports;. Children's Newspaper; Scoops; Fun-& Fiction
Dreadniughts Diemcnl Library; Schoolfriends Wonderland Talesy -—-—

even the desr old Mervel is not too.plentiful? Remember a1l these?

Encugh. I've snid my piecce,:I'11 dbe.back sgain next ycer.  Why
don't I contribute to C.D. $tsclf?~Because that paper hds plenty of ' .-
contributors; all sixth-formers - I'm only in the fifth: 'The Hobby!
is more stable then et eny time in the post -- it wevers not, it is :
firmly established. This secms to be & good note to close with, BOy, .
once ogein -- I'll shut up, : o

COLIBCTOR has_Bound Volume Original Penny Aldine Invention
Library containing, 28 numbers. Bxcellent condition. Would
consider Aldine Turpins, Duvals,.ctc. in Exchange. - g
Eric R.Iandy; 4, Nuncaton Road, Dagcnham, Essex.

Lk

ERIC FAYNE wants Magntts, Gems, Populars, ete. before 1930,

Must be in good condition. Somc for disposal, all years from
beginning to und. '

Eric Payne, 23, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.

WANTED: Boys Friend 3d Iibraries, particularly Martin Clif-
ford, Clarke Hook, Scxton Blikes, lagncts, Nos.l and 2 only;
Chums bound Annuals, Volumes 3, .4 and 8. ;

F, Osborn, 24, Harpur Strect,  Bedford. ' !l

INTERESTED IN all Double Numbers of any Paper. All Amalgam-
atcd Press Publications 1919-1924; Boys Comic Library;
Henderson's Nugget Library; Lot O' Funj .Comic Life; Comic
Cuts; Jester; Funny Wonder; Chips for January 1913 - Dccem-
ber 1915. £ ';ﬁg.w;

T.Waine, 3, Croft Lgﬁe, Hollins, Whixéfiéldlanncs.

WANTED: Aldine.Original Penny Turpins, Duvals, Robin Hoods,
etc., Several available for Lxchange'.

+E.R. Iandy, 4, Nuneaton Rga?, Ddééﬁham, Essex.
: I
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R Rl__collections of Cliff Housc and Morcove Storics

b S SA “ Py Gordon Klrby

s

Fanu of Billy Bunter nnl Gruyfrlar) vwill be awsre that Mr, Charles
Hemilton crebted snother Bunter, 2 feminine counter-part of the redoubt- ;
able Billy, and dnother school, ”liff.HouSL. whose scholars on cccasion t
appeared in the pages of the "Megnat".  Tut were they ewere that !
Mr. Hamilton's 0ro1t10ns heve tho cldim tolfqme that they became known ‘
as "the ﬂcut fumuuo schuolglrl’ on earth's ;
!
|
|

-

Mr. Humllton wrote these storice urder thu deme of Hil”a Richards,
the name under which his stories of "Headland: House" snd "Sgint Olive's"

NOW Eppear. It is interesting to see how the schooulgirl cquivelents of
the Greyfriars boys came into being, and'thbirxsubsequent COTRLTS .

Not that the cherecters were exect duplicates, far from it.
Mr, Himilton is fer tuo much of & ctreative wriber tc tuke such an essy
wey cut. Alsc, gince other cuthors took dver tho stories, the charec~
ters .naturally changed, It will perjops come ng o surprise to mony to
P find that some of the closest parsllels tc his charseters in schoolgirl |
fiction were the creations of other writers - a1l of whom were men, ]

: The first Hilde Richerds tale wes entitled "The Girls of Cliff
iy House .Scheol" mnd wes published iin' the first issue of the "School Friend",
dated Mey 17/1919. The ﬁm”lgqmoted Press published five more of these

stories from the pen of Mr. Hamilton, when he wes replaced by snother
suthor so that he could concentrnte on Greyfriars end St. Jim's.

The characters he crested were modified ever the yeers until they
becane minor mesterpieces of schoolglrl psychologicel observstions.
Though Mr. Hamilton continued to use them in Greyfriars storics, his
own schoolboy characters did not eppeer in the Cliff House stories -
new boys' schools were created, and Jack Tolhurst & Cc., and Jimmy Rich-
mond and Co. leter, were the equivalente of the famous "Mﬂgnct” chums .

Cliff House wrs situeted in Kent, end 8 "Magnet" reader instently
feels st home when hHe reads of Frierdale, Ccurtfield, Pegg end the River
Sark., Namese such es Clars Trevlyn, Phyllis Howell, Marjorie Hazeldene,
" and, of course, Bessie Bunter, are st once familiar too, from their
appearances in the '"Magnet".

Probebly the best of the new "Hilde Richorde" wes a man who wrote
as "Ida Melbourne". He had 2 grent fleir for incident and humour, and
e simple but vivid style which has ‘stcod the test of time and the
critical attitude of grown-ups remerkebly well.

He wrote for the "Schocl Friend", his last works ‘on Cliff House

(as far as I know) were twe yerns which sppesred in thr new paper
"The Schoclgirl' ot the end of 1950 <nd 1951. .
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When Cliff House '‘next appcsred a new suthor had tsken over and some-
‘“what remodelled the schceol. This gentlemsn,who edited & scheolgirl
peper for a time, hed a similsr gripping, though unedorned, prose style, +
and hed a remarkable fund of plot invention, znd 2 knowledge of such
exotic matters es Egypt, pleesure cruises, film studios, etc., that was
astounding. His detailed accounts of hockey matches, swimming carnivals,
,and other matters dear to the schoolgirl heert, were also very clesr and ﬁk
believedble. ' j

- Yot though Cliff House and its Elizebeth Gertrude- Bunter, the nearest
perellels to Greyfrisrs lads were thc inventions of e "Marjcrie Stanton"
who alsc wrote as "Joy Phillips", Stories by this author appeared in
every .issue of the "Schoolgirl's Own" from No. 1 (1920) to the last issue

about 1937 - which is e very fair record. They then continued in g
"The Schoolgirl" for ancther yeer or so.

"Majorie Stenton's" style was very distinctive end might have been
"imitated with a little skill; he elso had s son - whe mey have written
es "Joy Phillips" — so I am unsble to sey whether he wrote all the
stories himself. The Amelgrmated Press never stressed eny connection
between "exrjorie Stenton" and "Ida Melbourne" (or "Hilda Richerds"),
yet they colleborated on e play which brought their charecters together,
for the only time, I'imggine: it was entitled "The Biters Bit".,
"Marjorie Stanton" had o great tzlent for the more emotional side of
gchoolgirl life, and could convey an impression of ‘enxiety end melanchoLyJ
better than sny other suthor I heve ever resd. He could also descride |
two styles of life, poor and wealthy, with acute use of detail, which he
employed with masterly economy to "set the stage", as it were.

His stories of the struggles of the hercine "Betty Bartcen" to" over-
come¢ the snobbery of her fellew-pupils ot Morcove (arising from the fact
that Betty was & poor little mill-girl, sco popular in 1920 fiction),
would seem incongrucus in 1947, yet with very little skilled editing and
re-writing, should eppeal very much to the schoolgirl of to-day.

Lest all the foregoing should secm out of place in a magezine
devoted to the interests of ccllectors of boys' papers, I must justify
it as far as I mey by giving some deteils of the characters who are the
schoolgirl equivslents ¢f your Greyfrisrs favourites, or, at least, better
known personelities. ; 2

‘fFirst end” foremost of these, naturelly, is Billy Bunter's equally
rotund, equolly femous. sister Elizobeth Gertrudey Better known as Bessie
Bessie Bunter in the first Cliff H.use storics wes very much a Bunter,
fat, fatuous, greedy, incline? tc dishonesty. peérpetually secking a loan
on the strength of her expected postel order. ' ' She 'wss not over scrupu-
lous @bout her eppecrence, ond was e colossal prevaricetor. * She shared
with her brother » stammer, » huge znpetite snd & talent for ventril~quisd

As the years progressed, however, Bessie became more end more human
and lovable, till she wes referred te as "the beloved duffer". In
several stories sche showed herseclf capeble of extraordinery generosity
and selflessness, But she never lost her sppetite, her girth and her
incredible opinion of her own cherms.
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© "Bénies "6f "tho mlvcr” (Her father, sn ex-Secrct gurvzccnan, was e

_ No equlvalcnt of Hurree Jamset Rem Singh can be found st Cliff
HouSe “but at 1qrcova was the dusky Naomer, Her Sorence Highness Queen of
Nakare (e rather morb ‘than usual mythical klngdom of Africa). Vith e
2iznity, Naomer "scampered" round lorcove making life e
M1ﬂeny for Pauld Creel, whose orotesting "Aow - Bai Jove Naomer'" was o
uﬁendlnﬁ joke. :

roe i e
RN

I'pavld wes partly the feminine equivelent of the "lovable D' ircy".
The other charscter, oddly enough, was also & "Marjorie Stanton' invene
tlon, taken over by "Hilde Richards". Where Paula Creel svoke with
D'Arcy's cristocratic lisp. and wos the fashion plate of Morcove (when
ebout 1927, Pzule Ghinglei her blond hair, schoolgirls the world over
knaw: that' the feshion hod reslly srrived) Jemima Corstoirs was slim,
be-monocled end Eton-cronped with D'Arcy's fondnese for o reslly zood
teilor. '

Jeminz, however, wes as intelligent ¢s Poule wos slow - her speech
was witty, nuult snd beged, one would conjocture, Bdger Wallace's

commigioner in Wigeris, smong other thines).

Even Vernon-Smith Lad his oountcrparto. In the first Cliff House |
‘serics there were Helen qtonb end Auguets Anstruther~Browne. (v hose ?
nominal resemblence to Arthur Augustus D' arey was not evident In her %
beheviour), #nd in the second Rose Rodworth =nd Dien~ Royston-Clarke, '
end at Morcove Cors Grendweys, These zirls were ell rebels, rophiolcates§
end iconoclasts, but like Vernon Smith could be loyrl, coursgeous and
honest, 2%

Corc was perhups the most consistent villainess in 211 schoolgirl
fiction. . Yet she hod at leost the redeeming festure, thet when she ;
sinned, it wes on the grand scnle, The most unplessant schoolgirl of |
211, however, was undoubtedly Ursula Wade; a girl not cnly plain and
dowdy, but &g unsttractive morally ss she was physically. One parsllel
was the similerity betwen Leila Carroll, et Cliffe House, and Fisher T, i
Fish, Leils when she first ceme to Cliff Fouse, spoke very broad ?
Americen, and being the deughter of a film producer, had quite 2 social |
stending... but later evolved into » vory snglicised schoolgirl whose
only *Werlcan1nm wes the use of, the word "surec".

It scems tc this writer that the concentration on Schoolboy Papers
has led to 2 neslect by colleetors.cof their sister paners (or is it that
collectors a?o ohiicfly men?). In consequence.the present day collector
is under great handicap., any cclleetor who has informaticon on the sub-
jeets (or eny of the publications mentioned sbove) would be doing me a
pgreet favour if he were to get in tcuch with me through Mr. Leekenby.

(I hope the Bditor won't consider this too glarine a free edvertisement).
Leter, if this erticle dues not stir up a storm of pretest, I hope,
perhaps, tc be oble to supply further facts on the femlninu counterparts
of the boys of Greyfriars Schcol.

NOTE Since writing this erticle, T hoave ruccived permission from the
Tt euthor who wrote Cliff House stories, to use his name, which is

John W, Wheweys recders of the w:rly ”Phrmplnn” will, no doubt, remember
his sports storics. He still writes numerous scrisls and one can only
hcepe, for the sake of the present funorthon nf schLolﬂlrlu, that he will
one day write agein of Merjorie Hezeldene & Co. :
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i Topieslig wns the Keyrore.
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e’ By H, ‘M. _Bond ,-

R

That! well remembered weekly budget of Sexton Bleke fare, ””he”Union
Jack", ‘treated quite a number of recorde during its long life. It
prusonted an unsurpessed veriety of stories from 2894 to 1933 and employed
some of the finest artlsts ever to illustrate a weekly paper. ' Its range
of seriale wes most' 1mpreaalve, as I relsted in a special feature of last
yesr's Annual, and ‘the authors writing both these -end the full length
stories wore of the Highest order. One could never grumble and say -
"This paper is guttlng 2 bit of & bore," ‘¢r "The stories are all the
same' - a8 might be imagined considering that for the biggest part of

its life the U.,J. gave us nothing but detcctive gstories and these all
featuring the ‘seme detedtive, Sexton Blake:  No, one could always pick
up the paper and remerk - " Hm - this ic up-to-date end no mistake",
Topicality wae certainly the keynote in the U,J. stories, in fact, in
goue cases, topicality geve place to prophesy snd these peeps into the
future were not as fantestic es we then believed. We can sce that now
in retrospect., From ebdut 1903 onwards the paper presented it's readers
with ae topical g selcction of yerns as one could wish for. No matter
what wag efoot in this country, or in the Empire end even in foreign
countries, it was not long before our. favourite sleuth was teking part

in it, When the famous.suffragettes were astounding the world with. :
their deeds, Blake wes onithe spot. When the 1914 war broke out the
Man from Baker Street wes very active end his petriotism cerried him

into many o hezsrdous situetion. And let it be said here thet young
Tinker was not far ewey. ' And so it wes through the years. Every -
important item in our National progremme of eventé was faithfully re-
cdrdod by one or other of tho immortel mand of authors devoting thelr
energlus tc the Blake sage, end readers were given a pert fiction -

part fect story that alweys proved to be @ "scoop" for the old paper.
For the purpose of thig feature I have teken the years from 1923 to 1933
during which period numbers 1000 to 1531 of "The Union Jack" were pub—
lished, & most ‘eventful series of yeers as you will agree. Let me then
teke you on & review of ten o more years of Sexton Bleke history and
show you how "tOplcallty was the koynote" of the paper with the longest
rlml

By the time the famous "Detective Supplement" had reached its thirty
gecond instelment ft wae time for "The Union Jack" to celebrate its
thousandth number. = The Supplement was & fine feature for such a weekly
and it offered readers some really invaluable information cn crime in
general, Amongst other fascinating erticles it told us of "The Gentle
Art of the Con Man", "Ciphers and Secret Writing", "Exploits of the
Flying Squed", "The Inside Story of Sing-Sing" etc. etc. All thése
items were of toplccl interest in 1923, in fact the Detective Supplement
kept the reader of Sexton Blaske right up to date in criminal matters and
very often one of its leading features had ‘e direct bearing on the Blake
story of that particular week. But the Supplement is not really the
subject of this feature. Our idees is toacccmpeny Blake on cases of
immediate interest.
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Christmas time always brought us Bleke stories of a most scasonable
nature. U.J. No. 1002 "The Case of the Prodigal Father" was the fore-
runner of soume score of Yuletide yarns between 1922 and, 1933. No. 1016
gave us a grand yarn abowbitha’ 4Hen prevalemt 13116$t~d1amon1 racket in
South Africa. It was called ™t Brand of thé~T D B."&Ad featured that
famous character Modemoiselle Yvonne, indicating that the hand of George
" | Hamiltoa Teed was behinu it all, Teed, periaps more than any of the
; '-obhcv "old. brﬂgodo” of §.B. authors, wes responsible for many on up-to-
Cdate’ yp"n, - We hear from him again in No. 1020 with "The Mystery of the

Moving Mountaln” which was based on en actual ettempt to steal a con-

91gnment ‘Of gon bullitn in Costa Rica. Seven weeks later, in No. 1027,
we 'were' trouted to a most up-to-dete story desling with the Isle of Men
Pourist Trophy with Tinker playing e leeding part, in fact, he wes a
participant in the T.T. races for the yeern wes'.entitled "The Case of
Tinker's TouriSt Trophy". The very next issue: showed Blake's young

geistant in ¥ new guise:- "Tinker - Wireless Operator'. Remember that
Radio was all’ the regé, the sensation of all time; in 1923, Yes, e
MOST topical etory this, and so was the neéxt one in No. 1029, "The Battle
of Brooklands" or; Sexton Blake, Racing Motorist. ' This time the detec—
tive hlwoolf wag doing the snnedlnp,‘ nﬂ itiWwde just at the time when
Brooklands wes in the news! M ogig ke i

The U,J. su;ldl offured topical fare tbo;/fbl in No. 1038 scummenced
a.etomr by Jranit: JaoalgciEend. abnut the. notorious* American railway crooks,
NWThe Wice.Divils". . But No. 1041 wes, brilliantly topical. Teed again,
* this time with his famous "EGOptedP,character George Marsden Plummer,
the latter Hoking an ective part in the 1923 rising of Abdel Krim in :
Morocco. And, not surprisingly, Teed evolved an ingepioue sarles et i i
‘ gtories chT*nf with Plummer as Abdel Krim's first in commend, ° As ' {
- Sakr-el-Droog the mautar crlminal headei the Riffian Mldulon to London.

One of the main headlinesﬁln the newspapers in 192% wes the series '
of revolutions in the ‘small South Americen states. ” Téed once egain
gragped the OppOrtUu“tJ to put over e story about a phrt lof the globe .
he knew so well, cud ‘4thus we hod “Huxton Rymer - Prcnldbnm" in No. 1047@
No neud o emphesise the pusition here - the famous surgeon crook din: y@t

another daring cscepade,  Another famous Teed charactwr was fTeatured
in a topical yarn dealing with llLlcit emerald buyinv in the then.dan-
gbrouu Penema country -~ Marie Galante, high priesters oft Vopddoism,,

' No. 1050 "The Case of 1hé 5ix Rubber Balls" i Chrlstmns 1923 brought us
Waldo the Wonder Men in "The Fleming: Spectre of" Cloome";‘a title iwhich
almost expleins itoelf. A few weeks' pQOqu, during which meny stories
of an up—to—dﬂ,e chargcter appeared, then we returned to Huxton Rymer

who this time experiences the horrors of the disastrous earthqueke in

" Japan in 1923, wher the Southern Island was very badly effected,  Then
along camne the 11929 Werbley Cup Final which was the centwalitheme of

"The Penic Make="iiim No. 1072. Topical to the lest: degtee wee: this one.

J' From Wembley we hopped acrose "the big pond" in No. 1074 ‘where Blake head

a go at oma! hang_e rdther stlff proposition, the graft wystem. - Back i

agein at We orl Loy i No. 1078 after s successful Yenkee trip, this time ©

the famous erhibition of 1924 was festured. The ‘story: "The Great B

Wembley lyetony" . "V'The Olymwpic gemes in Paris came into anothér story
gbout this time, No, 1089 in fact, entitled "The Case of the Missing v
Athlete" s Twen Nov:‘bcr fogs came into the Bleke "pisld as was excmpli—

fied in Now. 1102, *The Teg Fiends" which incidentally uppear@d on the
bookstallg in Hovemher 1$24. Christmas comes eround 8gain and in

e




December of the same year we rcad about "Sexton Bleke's Christmas Truce",
e yorn that simply exuded the Yuletide spirit of goodwill, In No., 1111 ™
the science of Astrology came to the fore in "The House of the Horoscope"l
which was linked up with a factual srticle on the subject in the Detec- ‘
tive Supplement of that issue, by the seme author. 1In No. 1118 |
B, 8. Brooks gave us Waldo in yet another "yarn of the moment". "The ?ﬁ
Affair of the Romen Relics", for the discovery of various relice wes
much in the news at the time. No. 1129 "The Man Who Won The Calcutta"
struck a very original note dealing with the scheming of Huxton Rymer
to "1ift" the spoils from & successful sweepsteke winner. The follow-
ing week another topicel story czlled "The Case of the Wandering Jew"
- appeared. It wac an excellent portreit of Jerusalem by Gwyn Lvens
(who knew Paleetine intimetely). The World Heavyweight Boxing Champion-!
ship ceme to the fore in No. 1135 once again with the redoubteble Waldo
in tho limelight. = An importent story appeared in No. 1157, "The Mystery
of Mre. Bardell's Christmas Pudding", the first of the superb series of
.Gwyn livans' Christmas yesrns which proved to be the most topicel end
geaponable ever to appear in the 0ld Paper. Even now, efter 23 yeers,
this story is fresh and topiesl. It is one of MY Christmas treats
EVERY YEAR. : 2

The' Darwin theory and the much sought after "missing link" provided
the theme for No. 1167 "The Cese of the Missing Link" which was soon
followed by the first reel American gangster yarn "The Adventure of the

Bowery Tar-Baby" (No. 1170). This story wes one with suthentic back- *
ground and most up-to-dete at the time, Once agein the Cup I'inal comes
to the fore = this time the 1926 version in No, 1176 "Twixt Cup and Lew"
ond, o.little while later ceme No, 1190 with enother turn for the famous .

Brooklands car Pecing track to be "in the news".  The result: The
Spectre of the Speedwsy", A really unique story was "The Secret of
Shakespears's Skull' by Gwyn Bvens in Ho, 1192, featuring Ruff Hanson,
his breezy Americen detective., The story was besed on actual fact
snd Mr, Bvens ekplained all sbout it in the Supplement of the seme
issue. A séquel to the sbove story ,ppeared in the next issue.

Coal mines, strikes and Trade Unions, so very much in the news in
1926, provided the materisl for "The Cmse of the Kirkton Coal King' in
No. 1197, and then soon came the second Gwyn Evans Christmas treat,

Mrs. Bardell's Christmas Lve" and. it Wu@be treat too. ' Ome of the great
attractions of these Yuletide gtoriecs was the superb illustrations by
the populsr Eric R. Parker to whom we are indebted for the modern con-
ception of Sexton Blake.  Truly No: 1210 was and still is an issue to
keep eand cherish. That air of topicality sc eppearent in the Union "
Jack was even more so from No., 1116 onwerds, for now each issue con=.
teined an instalment of the now well remembered "Tinker's Note-Book'
in which Blake's sesistant discussed current events and often gave us
the real life stories behind the fictional ones. A case in point was -
that most topical yarn of the Grand Nationel in No. 1223 "The Puzzl?

of the Blue Ensign'" in which the horse "Blue Ensign'" won the race efter
a sencational jump in which it cleered both the fence and another horse
at Bechers Brook. - Tinker told us in his notebook of that issue thet
this had ectually happened in 1912, The famous horse "Jerry M" was _
the animal in question. We were even treated to a picture of "Jerry M"|

(73)




;;lw\Tinker played g very potent part in the events thare., These stories

Immediately after the "Blue Rnsign" story came that ne ver-to-bc-
forgottqn Chingse Civil War ‘series by G. H. Teed in issuse No's 11223 to
1225 1927 was .8 year of struggle in the "flowery land" and Blake and

faede

‘; »fé ppopably Teed's finest work, The author's foresight was amezing,
“ds can be judged efter 22 years. No. 1232 gave us yet snother racing
yarn - this. time it was "The Derby" thot was the topic in "The Case of
'the Disqualifi§d Dexrby"

|
‘43 Probablv the biggest event of 19 7 was the total eclipse of the sun |
by the nmoon on June 29th, and this rare spectacle was made the subject 2
i

of . issue No. 1237 in a yern entitled "™Welipse". Once again Tinker gove
us sowe- "ingide information" in his noteébook, Gwyn Evane wee tho suthor
and once agein Ruff Hanson an""Splnsh“ Pﬁge were "in the news",

f Next sporting event° ; You'll nQVer Puesm It was tho Cowes Ropettw
. Yes, this famous event' wos thu background Qf issue No. 1241 "The Great
v Yachting Weck Mystu:y" and s fine effort it was too., And then came
" another horse. rocd! This time it, was the Qembridgeshire. The story: )
"The Normsn Duke Mystcry" (No. 1253),  The third of the Gwyn Tvens
(iChristmas stories appparel in No, 1?60 "The Affair of the Black Carol".
B. R. Parker cxcclled himself herel it ot

Rex Hariinge's first Sexton Bloke eiery "The:Bléck Cloud" (No.1265)
is worth a mention’at this point, for, although thg subjeet was not
exaetly topicel it wes unuouvl, for, it Jealt with the citrus estetes of
the ‘Trensvasl, When it weg not topicel the U,J, wes usuelly unusuall
Some of the non-topical 1928 gtories dealt wish subjects which whre well
known, No. 1272, for 1ns€an0u, cqvqud the scengiof the Cheldes artists,i
while other storieﬁ reférred o toxtllus, mining, ete. . No,1276 brought
up “the‘disastrous Misaissipni floo& ©f 1928 ~ "The Mlsaiwsipni Myatery"
and then ‘came a series ‘that almogt Orrtalnly were based on H.G. Wolls
materiel’ - they introduced “the myqtgrlous Mr, Mist" who had the power

to make himself invisible,’ One of this series "The (Grest Bulget Con-
spiracy" wes' right yp-to- tho—minutc and go. wes its sequel "The Mystery
of the Missing Mine". Readers can . imp*inc the hevoe an inwisible crcok

could play in affoirs of national importence. These stories were really
top-linors and  once again it was the v*ﬁius of Gwyn Bvens bbhinu thum.

In 1928 the flying of the Atlnntic wau headline news snd the ﬁ e R

came elong with "Freud" (No. '1263) which.teld of ;en attempt to .obtain a
iforty thousand pound prize for an east tQ weat crossing by faleeipre-
tencesd, ~ "The Bandit of the Bank" in uo, 1295 deelt with the leoting of
the Bank of Englend. Krock Kelk wes the criminal involved hare, but: e
was rivelled 1n e couple of weeks by Peul Cynos in "A Million in ‘GolaM ™
(No. 1297). '* Not much leter, in fect in No. 1299, ceme: snother ‘sengr=
tional- theft' ‘This time Zenith the Albino "1ifted" thel Gront Seal of
England. = The woll known Oscer Slater cese became an §.R, affair in ©f
No. 1301y "The Maron ‘the Steirs",. but of course Sloter's namp! wes altéred
as wure those of the other people in the case. - Tt becamey -in fact,

the .Otto Slade cese. + The next reslly topieal story wes "Sexton Blake -
Lorfl! Meyor" which wag" based crd the famous show, -an snnuel occesicn in .
Lomdon ‘end other placés  (No. 1308). Christmas 1928 saw yet enother fine
yern:from Gwyn Bvans efiti<led "The Crime of the Christmes Tree" which iwés
basel on a strange vdclrrance. A man killed by en icicle! It was
.followed by an equally seasonable story '"The Mfsterv of the Sirpinn

Vampire.
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And we come agein with old Komen relics in No. 1334 "The Mosaic
Mystery" follcwed by the Police Centenary story "One Hundred Years After" |
which fitted intethe picture perfectly in many:wéyes See No. 1336.
The next week iM 1337 it was the turn of the Geomural Election (No.1337).
"Exposure", another of Gwyn Fvans brilliant efforte, wes the name of the
story and Ruff Henson "fresh" it steted "from the battleground ballots"
of Chicego. No. 1347 revolved eround the Boy Scoute World Jamboree of "
1929 "The Jarborru MVstcry"

"The Mistletoo Milk Mystery" was the 1929 Christmas story of Gwyn
" Fvans, ‘just as sensonable as ever. It had a sequel the fo]lowing ﬁeek.

The ‘next yesr, 1930, was notable for ite feilure to offer anything
topicel, unless one could ccll gangsterlsm as in thet category. There
were various gangster storiés all more or less based on the lewlessness

. +that wes rife in thé U.S,A. in the 1920'e. The year finished on &
topical note with "The Man Who Hated Christmas", another Pan Evans
gtory of . seasonablL touch.

1951 was enother year of bootleggers, racketeers, gangsters and all
the rest of 'it., To be sure the U,J. was topical in regard to this sort
of thing, but 1t was inclined to be too much of a good thing and I, for
one, was pleased to seé the'énd of the "reign of terror" and of the cycle
of such stories, <Fven the end of this year was not bprightened,for:the
usual Gwyn BEvens Christmas story wee missing owing to the suthor being
indisposed, but Wm. J. Elliott tok over admirebly, although:not with
the seme gusto as Evens. . His story was "The Phantom of the Pentomime." .

The Chino-Manchurisn war wes the highlight of 1932 as far as tcpical
U.J. yarns were concernéd — of course it was Teed who presented us with
vivid scenes of war-torn Chine, ond the result was ebsorbing to sey the |
least., Three stories covered this subject in No's 1494 to 1497. Later \&~
we had a new topic, it was the Motor Show at Olympia covered by a good
story by a newcomer to U.J., pages,, one Stawford Webber. '"The Motor Show
Mystery" was in No. 1514. It was closely followed by "The War Memorial
Murders" which story in No. 1517 dated 12/11/32 was really topical.

.No.1521 was an issue almest as importent as the last number of the
U.J. (not so far off now as 1933 came. nber) It was the last Gwyn Evans
Christmes No. The story "The Masked Carollers" was not up to his old {
standerd, but it lacked nothing in atmosphere and tOplcallty. C. Malcolmj
Hincks gave us enother Christmas yern, An’ No. 1522 "The Secret Passage
Murder" end, fa the first time we had yct -another story of Christmas
time entitlcd "The Crimson Smile" by Donsk¥fd Stuart, now so well known Ao

as Gerald Verner. |
the asep 1158 ChEiopes ver EOES g Enat °t ti’Bt“l nesl%?l"&ﬂ%ai i kog
18th Februery 1933. Altnough over ‘15 years have paqse& gince that iesue,mlr
was published, I still MISS the 0ld Paper. It wes fover equalled in the |
history of 0ld Boys' Papers and its successor "Deteotive Weekly", although“. i
topical to a certein extent, never foached the heights of the "old 'un",
:EVery week of every yeer °ince 1933 I have been reminded of #some U.J. 4
"_Btory by an actual occurrance. At Chrlstmas 1. automaticatly think of )
Gwyn Evens and his unsurpasseble Chrlst"és stories., - Mostvef the big
events of the year all bring back U.J. stories to the mind. Even so-day
the owner of a collection of topical S.B. sgories can always pick up
something that has e direct beering.-on life today.
It -is topluallty that helped the old U.J. to success and personally

I think that most of the etorieﬁ csuld be read avidly to-~dey.
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By Jémes Y. Cook Ok A s

My first introduction to The Nelson:'Les (Librery ceme from a school
“fellow round about 1917. © Heé handed it to me-in the ecless-room for no
cher reaggon then that oxther he had finished with it and wented to dis-
ose of it or hg did not went the teacher’ to know he reed such chesp
iterafure. But by that one aet of his hé 'made me his life-long friend
becausc iy hod fuund°scmethinv ntirély “out Of the ordinery run of boys'
Yooks, There ‘wos that something #Bout the stories ‘thet made you:look
forwerd to the néxt i8sue.’ I have often wentel to”knuw what that first
story wes, but it hus become lost in thc spéce of ycers. = There wes o
wom on then too,and qur.porticulsr district hed been receiving pointed
, ettention from airersft ncorly every might., It wos in 1917 thet my

o 8ehool wes bcmbed in dnyllrht, cousing the deeth of eiaht@cn children.

doem

i o I sh@ll be intlmutc myself end stote thot 2 lxved 1n en eres §0
beluved by writers, of fict;cn ond publicised 811 too fully.” I knew
Ghinatown more then I kyew Lfndon, 'nd I.often hod e laugh when someone

. oo rwould ertb about the Ezet-lind cf Londen ond give it o foney atmosphere.

'*t'i” That is" where Edwy §éadles Brooks 'ssored.  He knew'his Chine atown,

“he' pcrtrayed hig crooks:end hie ¢herscters from thet wvicinity to perfec-

tion. His désceription’ Jf'thé”weter~61de never‘wcnt astrey. - I know
"becpqu I 11Ved thurc. ~ ; j ;

O ' ‘ Ao X A o Sy

RS T 1 it wés 8¢ ' niee to reed about St. Fronk's, and if there ‘wére

“strenge he nprninrs eééh weolk et the schcol, ofter all, it wes only'e

atozy. ] '.-~ le w 4 i 3 .:,:.'_‘.

R I mennwc« to vct several othcrs 1nturcutf"1n the "Iee", end s8l-

thxugh T saved e.lot of the. b cks,-I geve many awoy . '

gk Time Went e ok v 341 th; intrgductlon of thﬂ St Frank's Luapue A
little before this I had won o prize in © competition which ron in the

_ Nelson Lee for neminz the cherﬂcturu correctly in e puzzlc stdry “The
‘winners were so numcrous that the prizes hed tv be changed to penknivus.
I wonder if any reeder of the C,D, has an ol' pwnknife with "Nelson Lee
}ibrpxy" ‘insceribed. tn the blade?.. yorne oownd

i thn the "St. Fr“nk's Leo pun" begen oy ~t »nce bpcame Orgnnioinr
Offlc T end worked hard 1ntrc1ucing very meny new reeders.,  This earned
me a ronze medal enﬁ 2 silver onec. 3

Al B

Then thprh wos the Pen—Pnls sectlon which brounht me letturs from

aii over.,ihe world, I wes surprised that the N,L.L. reached such ot |

.‘(of-the-wqy places like Fiji, Somos, F(lkland Islﬂnds, Hong Kong ctc.

three thbusana for went of room'

TeR—— )]



{ I ran no fewer than four correspondence clubs and mede meny trips

":over England to visit these corrbuponlcntu. Now I have only one, left

1 to whom I’ still writeé. Perhops therc mey, be one or two who are reeding J
vnthe Collector's Dlvust whom I know from those days, if so, T would like

to hesr from them. Yet, whet nemes I have already seen in fheimagazine
do ‘not bring eny recollection of the old days. It was nlweys an adven-
ture mecting corfeswoniénts because we both had to identify ourselves an
“$6° A6 'this meny were the devices we got up to.  One time it would-be e

‘certain flower wern, ‘enother 1) would be by holding & "Nelson,leg" or by
Jeseribing one's clothes.  Othsr times it was quite eesy by -just poing!
to the house where the pen friend livc* tnd being smmounced. But it |
wos not always es casy os thet becezuse & 1ot -¢f the mectings were sur- |
Peptitioud, why I lu not know, except pcrhxps that Nelson Lee was taboo:
to & mumber of sons and dsughters. However, we always got over it,end.

-in"mecat ¢os es wo Just continued to Vrltc towegch: othere i TaFe .

. ) o

bt e AT R
Bht'ndt ﬁll. Some ¢of those I COTrUSponded with were girls, and it
woe these whe were o bit difficult in thet we had to me et in clandestine
* momente, T qun't imagine these moments todey. - not in .these ‘hard—
boiléd times! One enterprising young ledy wrote ﬂnd ~oked me 40 -her
plasé for no other reeson —~ I found out later - then.to make her oy
friend jeelous! He wes, too, beceus: she wrote end. tcld me efterwarﬂal
"that ‘their quarrel hnd now buen n?tchcd up. o7 Sy -

Still, it wes to tflk abcut the St. Pronk's League and the St. Frank'd
stouries thﬁt mode-'theed" visits' their primary ‘concern, snd I enjoyed them
' very much. 5 rxmcm%gr a girl who esked me. to go end visit her et en

hotel. She wes ovér from Gormeny znd she hed scnt‘ e a wire~fromv 2
: Zurich. She wes o vkyy kcen resder end, e ByliBVG shc did 2 lot, to &et
.new reeders in Germany, At thet pcrtirulxr time I wes lesrning Gorman
snd she was e grest help. She utﬂyaﬂ 2t the hotol some consideérable
*{-time end we mot often,” But she wes typlc 1lly Teutcniei  She,dencunced
ta-fellow et thehotel a8 o spy be¢suse he wore glesses he 2idn't need!
~She maintsined thet he wore them' for the resson that he was eblo to sce
behind him by the aid of the reflection in the gless. Because- she wes
once ottacked in vhe Bleck Forest she invariably hal a wicked-looking
knife in her bag. After 2 time I feunl thet our cenversetion would
drift sway from 1tu mgin theme 'nu dhp was zetting idees about Tomence.
It was e bi¥ of & job Hettin" rld of her, but she flnally want bnck

to hor country és fmr as I knew. I have aften wonderel about her
beocause the hotel she steyed ot was singled out epparently by a bomb
during the first eir reids on this country in 1940.

't. I once went to muet somebody in St, Albans Pn” thoy (idn't turn up.
Deciding to go to his house in case hc ml"SLJ me, I founl that his
_fethor wes en underteker end I em rghemed to sey I cemeé eway immediately
end returned home. ; i ‘"ﬁ@@%. O

i Anoth<x one 2t Southampton qutcd me. %0 toke hih over the Fleetway

e and Gru"s Inn Rtoad yangd, Fhen whand I b4 shown him thet to give !

EQ onduciuﬂ tour cver th; vallngu of Bgllton'and Bﬂnningtonl b it

1 i b .f.,L M| A
i .
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« u; The first wes easy, but 1t was hard pcrsusding him there was no
such place a8 St. Frank's, The neerest I have got to the St., I'rank's

“”ﬂareb" is Seceford in Sussex. Almost 211 my friends who visited mé in
. .London wented to see Grey's Inn Rosd, the "home" of Nalson Lee, I wonder

whether Boker Street has the same sttraction for Sexton Blske fens? I
believe thet the St. Frenk's League, if it had ccntinued, would have come
to something big because it wes world wile and all its members had e
basic hobby, .but somehow it began to fall flet, It may be thet there
was insufficient support from the Amelgemated Press, znd towards 193%2
even the Nelson Lee exhibited signs of e don't cere attitude in the
presentation of its stories. : '

I have e dim recollection of being told 2 new editor wes pursuing
a new policy., 014 stories were being re-issued,but somehow they did
not go over es they did when they were first published. In my efforts
to promote the sele of the N.L.L. I used to leave them in buses, trems
end trains. I wonder if I collected any new readers thet way?

I had en idee once that a8 stetuette of the famous detective would
sell like hot cakes if .the Amelgemete? Press woul? sell them: They
were guite willing to do this if there had been the sunport. But
somehow, althcugh I got hundreds of readers to write in their promise
to buy one, I never heerd any mor: of it. Soon ofterwards a stotuette
of Sexton Blzke appeered et 3/6 cech. :

Another time I went to & lot of trouble in trying to get the edven-
tures of the St. Frank's juniors in the Children's Hour st the B,.B.C.
I got in touch with Mr. Brooks first 2s Broedcesting House had requested
I send in o specimen story. The series I sent were one elvised by the
euthor, but I did not think they would be ecceptable.  They were not.
Mr. Brooks wanted the '"Smale Fox" series, and I had suggested the
"South See" (1922) series. Readers mey remember the stories that dealt
with Mr. Smele Fox et St. Frank's, where & housemaster had a twin brother
who ot times masqueraded o a master. While the South Sesas yarns were
full of excitement, cennibals, Chinemen, earthquekes, etc. I om sure the
latter meries would have put even Dick Berton in the shade.

However, I am still enjoying my further adventures with Nelson Lee
and my earnest hope is that one day it will muoke a re-appearance. I
feay that the stories would be a lot different es we knew them because
I can imegine Handforth arguing over his sweet coupons and Fetty Little
eating somebody else's rations,

In e letter recently from the Principal of the Amelgamated Press
the writer expressed the hope of "reviving those grend stories", but
not at present owing to the paper shortege.

ONE STORY,- TWO PUBLISHERS: (Contd. from Page 46)i

Than it appeared in their 3d. Boys Own Library,
finally iy turned up in the Amlgamated Press (Harmsworth's)
Boys Realm Football and Sports Library ($d) with the title
changed to "King of the Ring+ and very much abridged. It
would appear Henry T.Johnson was rather more business-like
than some of his fellow authors.
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| . Dr. Fervaro and Nys Creator

Y
12

—r1 - r—ne. By Ttex Dolphin -, chzad
He w}bié qomefhing 1ike e hundred ‘Sexton Blake utorios, yet he is

raf.ly mentioned in "Blekians" and certsinly hes never dbeen singled out
for eny special praise. As he is one of my favourite euthors I'm asking

Ahimﬁhere to- takc a bow.-.'Gvntlcmen -~ Coutts Brisbane!

‘ An euthor is known by th‘ charscters he creates: a Sexton Blake
outhor is known by his secondary cheracters. In the cese of Coutts
Brisbane this mer s Dr‘ F<rrﬂro. L ;

A

: ;crrmro is one of the grpet "sportsmen" amohé‘énti—Blake'crim}nals.
-(The others ore. Zenith, Weldb ond Huxton Rymer). He first sppeared in
"Phe Sexton Bleke Library" No. 185 (First Scries 1915-1925) "The Men Who
.Forvot” Here he is shown o5 sm 0ld cnemy of Blake's, the detective
havinp smeshed his organlwetlun on their last encounter. Presumably
this stetement is to give Ferrero some background, .es no previous Ferraro

story is known, A distinguished scientist end surgeon of Italien origin,

Ferraro wes for yecors head of the Cemorra and master of an organisation

of "eriminals with bronchés neerly a1l over the world. , -He was & mén who, |

like Huxton Rymer, could heve won fome in the legitimate scientifie
world ~ insteed he: pr:ferrbd to pit his wits against society.

Likf Leon Kpstrul Furr11~ dle rorely uUCn ‘as himgelf - he is o
mester f disguise, We_can usurlly be sure, when in Brisbane's stories
We come aeross A benevolcnt old professor or kinﬂly.whitehaireﬂ dgetor,
thet hehind the disguise is. our old’ friend Ferraro. .Hé has even bheen
known to impersonete Bloke himself with grest success,. . hen he is him-
self ha is tellish, heovily built, miildle-seged, thh.blqck hair turning

slightly grey, a derk cdmpl»xion end e serdonic smile. He has been
kncwn both clean shaven and with e small pointed beard, He keeng him-

self in perfect physicel =nd mentel condition. His mamner is sarcastic,

elegantly-gharming, or brusque, according to the situation.

In the early stories he is deseribed »s evil »nd diebolieal, and
indeed he killed snd meimed without compunction., He wes elways setting
ingenious but grucgome booby~traps for his victime, Blake 1ncluded. All

this, no doubt, wes the result bf his "Famorr“” tralning, plus hfs in-
ventivc scientific mind, : 4

Ferraro mellows as time goeés'on, and whilu there is alwoys the
cheerful, casusl sort of pot- shooting with rifles end pistols thet goes
on in these yarns, no one gets seriously hurt, and the whole thing is
treoted o5 a sort of schoolboy gaies. A genuine respect develops between
Ferrarc ca’'the one hand end Bloke and Tinker. on the other, anﬂ occasion-
elly we find them calling a truce ond acting =2s allies.

The Doctor controls o nebulous sort of orgenisation, of which only

he knows the composition: He has no regular lieutenants, and the per-

sonnel varies from etory to story. He excrcises an 1ron diséipline over
them and will not eccept any excuse for feilure.,
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His schemes are usually very big, end involve such things zs die-
monds, gold, pletinum, estates snd scientific inventions. .All his powers
of persuesion, scientific. kmowledge, ruthlessness smd hypnotism ore used
* to bring these schemes to success. His most colosszl scheme perhaps
wes when he acquired the atomising element known as Nihilite, and
~threatened to destroy London unless he wes paid o rensom of One Million.
This &ddventure is releted in "The Union Jeck" No. 1290 entitled "“Hands
I‘ Up, Londen!" - one of Ferrero's very few appeersnces in this Sexton

“Blake weekly paper. s nks S :

Ferraero is:no stey-at-home, for Blake has chesed him across Africe,
Europe, end the Americes. Africa is especielly = favourite territory
for his sdventures. :

The wily doctor hes been morried et leest twice! In a very early
story in "The Sexton Blake Library" No. 24A (First Series) entitled
"The Werewolf of Hlphinstone" he married the zirl whom we are led to
believe is the innocent herpine, o Miss Alfrida Carney. Sevaeral yeers
loter he morried Miss Helen Del, en Americen woman sviator (see S.B.L,
2nd Series No.176 "The Atlentic Meil Robbery")., Did the author forget
the first wife, or essume that readers would forget? Or did the firset
one die? : \

Most of the Ferrero stcries ended on a set pattern, Ferraro eludes
cepture, and loter sonds Blake a letter exnloining what hoppened since
their last meeting. ' '

% The Doc had 2 very good runy I believe the last story in which he
' appeared was in 5.B,L., No0.610 (2nd series) "The Mystery of the Missing
Doctor". I don't know whether this was en originsl or o reprint.

. Coutts Brisbene wos not only master of the charecter series type,

but was equelly brillient at the .complete" type. Among the dbest of
these were U.,J. No.1242 "The Dyed Rots', 1336 "One Hundred Years After"

(Police Centensry), 1352 "The Gas Ring Mystery, 1367 “"The Judgment Men"
and 1462 "The White Black". ;

Some of the complete stories featured a young Chinese, Ah Wo, whom
I resented because he took Tinker's rightful plece, Brisbane also wrqte
a few stories featuring Gunge Dass($ee William Colcombe's apticle in
C.Ds Fo.b)e He contributed too to "The Boy's Friend Library". He often
used the alies "Reid Whitley"; in fact the Ah Wo stories were under this
name .

His style of writing was lively, naturel, breezy, occesionelly
flavoured by bursts of sohcolboyish "osths" such as "Geminie',

"Jehosaphat" etc. Despite this he was also master of gripping atmos-

‘, phere, Blake was always portrayed as the man of action rather than the
dreamer. Nothing here is the Sherlock Holmes dressing-gown stuff. Adven-

ture and colour predominate and detection wes of the physical and scien-
tific type rether than deep thecrising.

Brisbane's fevourite Yard Mon wes Inspector Harker, and there was
8 reel friendly spirit existing between him ond the Baker Street peir,

WANTED: Aldine original Penny Turpins, Duvals, Robin Hoods,

dto. -Several Turpins available for Exchange. E.R.Iandy,
4, Nuncaton Road, Dagenham, Essex.
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He hed on extensive knowledge of ships, trovel end animels, end ell
ere festured ¢ zood deal in his sterics. In cne of his best (S.B.L. 2nd
Series No. 156 "The Crcok Explcrer") the centrel ides concermed a hidden 5
velley in Africe which wes ¢ kind of naturel Zco.

! In my opinion Coutte Brisbzne w-s cne of the rerlly greet Blake
E suthors, end his best work could renk with the best eny British or ¢ ﬁ'
:  American thriller suthcr hos produced.

If its Magnets, Gems, Nclson Iecs, Sexton Blakes, or any
other papers you'rc after, send your wants to WILLIAM MARTIN,
93, Hillside, Stoncbridge Park, London, N...10. ('Phone -
dillesden, 4474).

aAlways a large sclcetion in stock - both early and late
numbers. If I hav'nt what you want, names arc put on a wait-
ing list and dcalt with in strict rotation. Satisfaction
quarantecd. :

daNTED: Boys Realms, Boys lagnzines, 0ld Series Nelson lees,
1920 Holiday annual, or any duplicates you have to spare.
Exchanges welcomed for any books.

FOR SAIE: 2nd and 3rd Scrics, Nelson Fecs, 64 cach; Holiday
Annuals 1925-26-27-28.

-
Hon.Smith, Scole¢, Diss, Norfolk. &

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB! GCollcctors, why not Join! If v
you can't attend mectings, be a postal member. All inform-
ation given regarding mectings.

Mrs.Bileen Whiter, Sceretary, 706, Lordship Ianc, Wood
Gregn, London, N.22.

WANTED: In good condition and original covers - Henderson's
Wild West Library, Nos.163, 179, 180, 263, 271, 277, 2178,
(94,280,280, 284 Henderson's Nugget Library, Nos.l1l9, 20,
89, 105, 127, 13%8, 139, Henderson's Lion Library, Nos.5, 6,
9 . 18, 20U Henderson's Rob Roy Library, Nos.l, 2, 9, 11,
Gem, No.64l. Magnet, Nos.160, 193, 164, 171, 229, 265, 270,
e8l, 282, 288, 289, 292, 295,-e9d, 29T, 259, 08, DIRE L IE

. 383, , : )
John Mederaft, 64, Woodlands Road, Ilford, Essox.

Title Curiositics: In 1901 there appeared in the Boys
Fricnd a scrial entitled "Beyond the Etcrnal Iecc" by Sidpey
Drew. Two or threce years later another scrianl with exaetly
the sape title was publishcd in the Boys Leader. It was
written by Baymond Iee, and "For King or Jaiscr" ran in the :
Big Budget (Donovan Mart), to bc followed years later by |
"Kaiser or King", a John Tregellis serial in the Boys Fricmd.” |
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el '.‘”‘._‘Pb/s'_t War Xmas it Paker Streer

By H. M. Bond.

Sexton Blake, world famed crlmlnologist, yavned, stretched his legs
'. and reached for his tobacco pouch,

"Well, laddie," he said, gtuffing hia blackened old briar with his
own special mixture, "I'm really looking forward to Christmas this year.
It is going to be an interesting experience."

Tinker, ‘who had been looking through a.copy of the latest
"Collectors' Digest"; looked up end grinned. .

"You're dead right, guv'nor," he replied, "It will be quite a unique
meeting or I miss my guess. Think what it will mean to have old Ruff
Hanson toting Willy and‘Wally again, . And it'll be a treat to heve old
Purvale here again, - It must be yeare since he vigited us,"

- Blake nodded.

wIt was well before the wer, I think" he sgreed, "But I know that
Page was rether cut up when poor John Brandon pessed away and I did hear
that he had gone over 'to the States to sece what 1ife wes like for the
other half. ' But he's a good fellow. Do you remember that Christmas
when we did the Charles Dickens act, Tinker?"

"You mean when you played Sidney Carton and I was old Tupman,"
grinned Tinker. "I sure do, guv, And I can picture old Couttsy in his
» make-up right now." S,

"Those were great days,' said Blake reminiscently. "I often wonfer
if our lives, or our cases for that metter, will ever be as exciting
agein., Somehow there does not seem to be the right sort of cases these
* deys. Too much of this asseult and bettery business. Just. think of
the tricky problems old Huxton Rymer and George Marsden Plummer used to
set us. To tell you the truth, Tinker, I am getting o bit bored."

"You'll have to do like the Saint, guv'nor," suggested his assistant1
"Ho seems to be having a hectic time over the other side of the pond."

Blake relit his pipe and grunted.

At that moment the telephone bell reng end Tinker picked up the
receiver.

"Hullo,'" he said, "Who is 1t please? Who? Bones? . Moans? : Oh,
Jones! One of the large family f%om over the Border, eh? Oh Caesar!
I'm sorry I didn't get you right. . How are you‘P What have you been
doing this past ten years?"

"Who the dickens is it, Tlnker," called Blake. "You are talking in
riddles, lad, don't beat about the bush." ; :

' Tinker smiled and looked at his master, '"You'll never guess who
this is, guv. Hold on & minute, please." .

"Who IS it?" snspped Blake.,

"Julius Jones," murmured his assistant without further ado.

] “Julius Jones of the 'Daily Radio.'"

- Blake lifted his eyebrows. "Thet old werhorse," hﬁ excleimed, ,
jumping up and grebbing the phone. '"Hulloa, Julius - what's to. do?"

The voice thet spoke to Blake over the 'phone %nd a distinctly
Celtic eccent as might be well imagined seeing that the Editor of the
well known "Daily Radio" hailed from the anq_pfwthg Leek - Weles, .

" (82) . {nk




- ‘cheerio."

"Page," seid Julius Jones, "You remcmber Derek Page, our speciel
reporter?"

"Do I?" replied the detective, "How could I forget him? TIs he theref

I understand that he is in, or has been, in the U.3.A." .
sy '"He's bac&, look’ you," cried Julius ex01tedly, "He's. just been in to
see’'me and says he is on his way to you."

"Sounds ag if something is afoot then," exclalmed Blake, "I wonder
what the trouble-maker has stirred wp now..

e1l Mun", said the "Radio" man, "I thought ke prepare you. for his
errivel ot Baker Street Bl &c ~ it will not be such a shock ~ indeed to

goodness.!" « ; P 'L fidh
"Any idea whlt he has——~—" started Blak\.
" Brrr Brrrr--—-Brrrr,

“'The door bell reng insistently and thu next moment Blake heard voices
from below stairs through the half Opened door of his consulting room.
"He's here, Jones," he celled into the 'phone, "Thanks a lot and

Dr0pp1np the receiver into its hook he dashed to the top of the
stairs just in time tJ see o well dressed figure escending. In a moment
the figure had reached the landing and Blake held out his hand enthusi—
astically,

"Splash Page, by ﬂll that's wondurful'" he exclaimed, "How are\you,
old fellow? How glad I am to see you agein,"

The brilliant® reporter of the "Radio" gresped the detective's out-
stretched hand equally enthusiasticelly and his grasp was firm.

"Blake, old fbllOW," he gasped, "It really is you -~ I had & horridble
feeling that you might be awey for Christmas, After all, it is a bit of
a cheek barging in here on Christmas Eve."

"Come on in," cried. Bléke, "Tinker's here - hey laddie! Look who's
here! Tinker rose from his chair a trifle dazed, for to tell the truth
he had been a bit bewildered by his master' § sudden dash from the room.

"Splash," he cried, "Qosh it's good to see you again -~ just like.
old times." Derek "Splesh"iPﬂge grasped Tinker'shend and shook it until
Blake's young ao81 stant gaqud "Hey — mind my orm, old war horse."

And so it was thet in .a few minutes three old friends were seated
comfortably sround the fire chattlny away likb w1l”f1re, with a fourth
equally famous friend occasionally opening the door and asking "hanything
helse, sir?" - to wit, Mrs. Martha Bardell.

"Where have you becn all these. years, 'Splash?'" asked Blake, offering
the "Radio" man his cigarette case.’

"Oh, all over the show," replied "Splash" with a smile. "I've been
in the qtates most though.

. "I often wondered what had happened to you," said the detective,
"end wondered if you had survived the war."

"Oh, I survived it well enough," said Page., "I did a few JObS in
the Far East, you know, but was never much bothered.

The Baker Street pair grinned at each other. They knew "Splash
Page" all right. id,

"But," continued Page, "I haven't comchere to tell you about myself,
but to say that I think I have a plecgant surprise for you."

"Indeed," said. ‘Blake, "Any sort of surprise woald be welcome in these
dull deys." : , i

b
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Page grinned. "How'd you like to meet old Rymer again, Blake?"
he asked. :

"Rymer," exclaimed the detective, "you mean Huxton Rymer?"

"No other," replied the reporter. "And Plummer too!"

Blake sat up straight in his chair., Plummer! Even now that name
stirred him as few others did or ever hed. ' "Is he still alive then?"
"Very much so, old men," laughed Page, "and you'll see him to-morrow
too." :

"Will I?" gesped the surprised sleuth, "and pray how will that come
about, 'Splash?'"

"Because there is going to be a sort of re-union party right here
in this household, that is if you cen mensge such e thing."

"Come clean, you newghound," gasped Tinker, who had been silent
for e few minutes, "What the deuce have you errsnged, you old so and so?"

And so "Splash" Page unfolded an amazing story of how he had spent
e couple of years rounding up all the old adversaries of Blake's and
arrenging for them all to be in London for this particular Christmas Day.

"And I've met 'em all to-dey," he concluded triumphantly. ;

"And they'll be here tomorrow?" gasped Bleke. "My word, Page -
you'd better have 2 chat with Mrs. Berdell., Methinks her larder is e
bit empty." ] ’ i

"Bust that part of it," cried "Splech" wating his hand impatiently.,
"I've arranged for bags of grub to be here for the reunion."

"But whaet - what - what-- " splutteredTinker. "Gosh, we'll
have & house. full of crooks and murderers.'

"Well — a few of 'em are retired now," explained the reporter,
"elthough I wouldn't put a little bit of dirty work heyond one or two
of 'em. But only if it were put in their way, mind you,"

Sexton Bleke looked properly bewildered. "Well," he said, "It'll
be & bit of a chenge to meet the old rogues agein - in;fact, it will
be a bit of a treat seeing that Ruff Hanson and R.S.V.P. ere also here."

+ "Are they,by jove," cried "Splash" Page cnthusiastically. "That'll
be great. Forces for good and evil ell in one room, eh? :

And the three fell invo discussica re the arrivel of the band of
old friends and foes to Beker Street on Chricstmas aofternoon. And
still that rather stout old housekceper kept "porping" in to see if
there was, as Sam Costa puts it, "something". ;

End of Part I.

WANTED: Boys Friend 3d Libraries, particularly Martin Clif-
ford, Clarke Hook, Sexton Blakes, Magnets, Nos.l and 2 only;
Chums bound Annuals, Volumes 3, 4 and 8. F.Osborn, 24, Har-
pur Street, Bedford. :

INTERESTED IN all Double Numbers of any Paper, all Amalgam-
ated Press Publications 1919-1924. Boys Comic Library, Hen-

dersons Nugget Library, Lot O' Pun, Comic Life, Comic Cuts,
Jester, Funny Wonder, Chips, ete for Jan 1913-Dec.l1915.
‘T.Waine, 3 Croft Iane, Hollins, Whitefield, Iancs.
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'When: Sex%ﬁn*Blake*1nvited me to call'in at Béker Street on Christ-
mas Day T amvstire that' he' did not eveh' dream thateuch a galaxy of
characters would be there to greet mo«éﬂ& I munt confess that when I
rang. thet door bé&il" ‘for the third. time f Tittle realised thet I should
be treated to''such a'great’ surpriae. 25 knew, of course, that one or
two celebrities of the Blike Worid’ would be there and I was looking
forward to meeting with theé buriy gentlembn with the famous cauliflower
ear, The Honourable Ronald Sturges Vereker Purvale, to say nothing of

. the American Qetedtive™ ﬁﬁo ‘had ben so often fostured in the Gwyn Fvens,
“Christmas stories, RUFE! Hanson, 1t would 'ndt have surprised me much to

. imeet up with'sdeHipeofleé ad'Big Bill Withurs,’"Splaah" Page, or Super-

intendent Claudius Vernndr, but when I hadl been invited up to the spacious

lounge on the Opposlte*éide of the passage to the famous consulting room
and sew the crowd of peédple seated ardund the axtended teble, I fclt es

~thotigh I should "pagdto®' from sheer excitement. ' Tihk¥#, who had met

me at the doorway after@i#. Bardell had answerdd” tﬁe‘?iné, caught my
arm ias I passed thro&gh'tﬂe ‘@30r of the lounge,'whisﬁered 'in &y b
(M think Ind "‘Better point-out o few importént pe $onag EN Mi Bondr"
MI think ydu'd betteér,” 'I'agreed, ‘focling very'n rvdus ys
idea that this crowd was going to be here - and I cé%tﬂiﬁlﬁ id Mo ﬁish
to butp in just as you were ‘all going t0 sit ‘Yovm 65 HoHrd Bﬁmas dinnerﬂf
\'Think nothing of' it,; old men," smiled THrK&R: ’“”Gﬂé?m&fg wot ¥t
moke, g, ek -of a differcnde." !''He clutohed’at*nw'arm tighﬂﬂf il dg
that: fiellowt with the Imperial over -there?" " 'V 'L"'r “”w
1Myt eyes’ followed his outstretched ‘finger to o rathor Ffr
looking individusl who was chatting witl a oharming blonde. '*
‘MYés," I breathedy, "Who is it?" o i |
"The chap you vekwritten sbout many times in the D" g¥ia Ti
"Doctor Huxton Rymer: - ‘and the dame by his side is: L‘Eﬁ%’&ﬂ&‘eéh surely
guees (who che is." ARLY ARG i) S
YNot 2 clue," I answered, "Who ibishe enyweyrit® ’“r‘
‘"The new 1948 model representihg Mary Trent"'wHis] ered Tinker.
.l gesped. I could not help iti'" I had imﬁgihéh i Tent to be
a ve:y.different type of young lady.' Not that ‘she! couYﬁ be so,young
after all these years. e,
"Goodness me," I said weekly, "And’ who is that othef bebrded éhap
ovar there?"

"Plummer," answered Tinker brlefly, "And Vali is’ sat besidoﬂﬁim." cﬂi,

"But-but-but-——-" I gtammerdd, "Héw - how the deuce can nll yhese
crooks and.vegebonds be here = in Suxton Blake'sown room?" &

"Agk,old " plash" Page,” said Tinker nod&iﬁg his head towards $he
handsome youn@ mén who wasd busy fixing up a sprig of mistletoe ovar: the X
door. “"ffe' rounded them up and brought 'em here and bvllave me, we were
a8’ surprised ue youl old man," '

| A
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‘"Hallo, Mr. Bond," a deep voice spoke in my ear et that moment, and
turning I found the famous detective at my elbow.

"Good aftermoon, Mr. Blsake," I greeted, "My word, you HAVE given me
s shoock to-day."

"We ere just sbout to sit down to Christmes dinner," smiled Blake.
"Will you join us, Mr, Bond?"

"Well, I'm eupposed to get back to the wife ond kiddies," I admitted,

«FByt this 18 the chaence of a lifetime, isn't it - I should never forgive
myself If I missed this chance, Sir."’ :
b mQuite right, quite right," sgreed Blake. Y111 announce you,"
piions nplease don't do that, Sir," I seid with alarm. "I'd rather sit
unobtrueively and wetch all thet's going on," 1
‘LivNonsense," laughed Blake._ "Ladiea end Geﬁtlamen - just ) moment,
plea&eo" ! i
‘The chatting ceaeed and ell eyes were turnéd 1n our direction. A
L thought ran through my mind. I hed relexed in my armohair at home many
times and r¢sd about the’ peOple deated s11 around that huge teble and
"now I wag "on view" to vhem."” T could see Huxton Rymer etaring a8t me as
though I were some iﬁtébesting type of becteria, I blushed slightly
as the deep violet eyes of Vali Meta-Vali gezed ot me inguiringly.

I should ‘1ike to introducd e rether importent arrivel," Blake wes
‘saying. * A" gnhfleman wihb' knows you a1l but who i , etranger to you.
Moot M Bond, & 'reeder Of our udventures for many & year end editor.of

o Boction of & magdsine dévoted to' ue. ' I say "us" for, while the seid
aeotion 18 called "Bléklana"'after myself, it is no less devoted %o the
affhirs of “you all," - gL

CalW T hestd volced seying, “Pleased to, meet you," and "How arg you A
. and then Bbmeone sterted to olap.  After e round of what I considered
réther unhecessary bppleuse the ohatting started 81l over agsin and I
was invitbd ‘to eit down et ‘the end of the 1arge teble, while. Blake end
Tinker made their way to the heed, = "Splesh' Pege haed fixed up hie
mietletoe and hedé his way 45 his sest and Rymer had pulled ouz Moy - :
Trent's cheir end settled down beﬁide her o few places from where I set.

The scene was gay and, altogcthar delightful.,. Holly end mistletoe
hung everywhers end decoratiéns Whlqh were obviously pre-wer adorned the
wells. The hesvily laden tablé seomed o glitter with glass and cutlery
and the blazing fire was beginni to throw ghedows on the walle as the
efternoon dusk seemad ts pr@gp into the room. The chetting of the men,
oooaaionally interrupted by peels of laughter fyrom the women seemed to
lond an'sir of gaféty to the whole scene and it wes very difficult to
imagine ‘thet on mery obossiont the man at the head of the table hed
fought life and doatn gtruggles with many of those seated eround him,
Rymer ard" Plummer both looked in‘s reflective mood and I wondered whet
thoir thoughte were. Then e glorious moment arrived! 2

57 The! ‘doot ﬁed and Mrs . Bordeéll appeared, .eccompanied by a thin
looking ' individual Whom I hed no difficulty in plecing es her sister-in-
law Mrs. Mary Ann 6lupnins. Thqy were both laden, but Mrs. Bardell
was tHe' eentral figura at that moment, for it wes she who cerried the
turkey, although it was as yet covered over on ‘the huge dish that seemed
‘» feathorweight fo ‘fhe ‘buxom housekeeper. ’

_1"Ah ha" cried Blake, "Here come the bird 2 end it 1s 8 beauty too,
Resred end fattened on my own farm."
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I listened in amazement. Blske had e farm? Well, well. Wonders
would never ceesse,

Cheers greeted the uncovering of the large turkey and Mrs., Bardell
looked with pride at her cooking. Then her syes ranged around the crowd
at the table.

"Wich I Nished ‘to wigh you all the condiments of the season," she
- .8aid, "end I 'opes as 'ow this yer bird will be a tender'un."

At that moment "Splash" Psge jumped up from the teble and shouted,
"Three cheers for Mrs. B., everyone," and catching the old ledy under
‘her erms he waltzed her to the spot where he hed places the mistletoe
i+ and., planted 8 kiss on her cheek,

“MHo, Mr. Pige," murmured Mrs. Bardcll, "You are a2 one - always the
one for a lark,"

"Why, 'tis ten or more years since last I met you," chanted the
irrepressible reported. "I've waited all thet time for that kiss, you
old dear."

: Mrs., B. Blushed and Mary Ann Cluppins cyed her sister-—in-law
anxiously. She secemed to be thinking - "Martha is a bit fest in her
old sge."

In & few minutes Blake had sald grace end the carving had begun.
And it weas not long ere we were all egreeing with Mrs. Bardell that it
was indeed a tender ‘'un,

I shall never forget that Christmas dinner. Not only wae it an
excellent one but the compeny arpund me were 211 so interesting and so
well known to me in the sense that I hed resd so much about them. I
chatted with Vali-Meta-Vali, who hed the most ettrective accent I had
over heard, and I had quite » shock when I spoke to her partner in crime.
George Marsden Plummer wag the essence of suavencse and his maonners were
irreproachable. Well could I imagine the eesse with which he had talked
his wey into various schemes, And Rymer wes the perfeet doctor. i
thought his manner wee rather clipped, but he was en intereeting charac-
ter and although I did not have the nerve to esk him anything about his
clashes with his present host, I rather gathered that he hed e very large
soft spot for the detective. His partner Mery Tront was altogether a
charming creature and one could imegine her being o big influence on the
somewhat crooked doctor.

Well, time passed and we had stories and nnecdotes from meny of
those preeent, not the least interesting coming from thet well known
aristocret-cum-sesdog, R.S.V.P. or, Mr. Purvsle to you if you like.

His henchmen, Wibley and Withers, were alweys willing to bolster up the
accounts of his clashes ond I had to smile now end again when Mr. Purvale
caught the eye of Inspector Coutts who scemed to silently disputo some
of the stories related, Officialdom wes represented by only three, the
other two being the depper Superintendent Venner and his silent but ever
wotchful "hendmaiden" Sergeant Belford. As the evening wore on fresh
figures presented themselves to the company, one of these being that
gtriking individusl Rupert Waldo, reformed again, but by the look of

him ready to break into crime et eny moment. I wondered what HE
thought of his successor Norman Conquest - not e Blake cheracter, but
dern near it.

4
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~ roiBvery now.end then something would brush past me.
the dear old bloodhound. A piece of holly had been fixed onto his |

¢| collarvand he lookeda;very bewildered dog indeed, TFirst he'd sniff at !
lPlumme andicgive a: low growls . then he would eye Rymer with a sort of

. oanine misgiving which only went to show that the animel knew his stuff.

I could imag1ne his doggy -mind saying, '"H'm, wonder why the boss has all

these wrong'uns ‘here today.' [ 7

It wes Pedro

o Mamy: things were discussed that evening.

The old Gwyn Evans

Christmas Wpirit..
stallg. ..
she was kidnepped?

Mrs. Bardell's Christmas Pudding. /-

The.days wheén U.J, dguble numbers aderned the book-
Rememberit?  And the time
When Rymer and Mary Trent had been:the Christmas

guegts of Blake once before, at the time.when the glemorous Yvonne hed
been with him at Baker Street. I wondered then what HAD happened to
Yvonnei - DidBléke still think of her? '«He must have done that Christ-
mas day, butiwere this thdughte more on the equally attractive Roxene?
And so it went until at last I had to excuse myself on the grounds
that I HAD to gdt ihome ‘to the family - end this wes quite legitimate,
for‘the wife would moet certeinly worider where I was. It had been a
unique Christmss day {though snd I wondered if ever the scene would be
repested. ' Wereiekl thoge beloved: charscters gathercd together for the
lagt time?! ' Would .Bleke 'dver c¢lesh with Rymer or Plummsr agein, But
it wes Christmes, not the time to think of clashes end Bloodshed. :Peace
and goodwill had reigned supreme thet dey and I heped that even if
clashes \did come onceé agaim: that ‘they would be the friendly ones which
we had. learnéd to expect from such as: G, H., Teed and Gwyn Bvans. . The
crooks haddtheir good pointe tao, you know! As I walked down Baker !
Street that evening a thousand thoughts ran through my-mind ag I Hummed

MGod Rest You Merry Gentlemen, 'let nothing you dismay ARG ORI S L
v o Merry Christmas T1ve,ryonei ERIENCE ) B . Rt R g AL SU R
« y * v AL J‘ P - ¢ - % . i X ™
YOI GO R W ) '1'1‘ \ { | 0 ¢ i
et AR RSB ORI E  fh N o  SRE G Y R e B Gusek Lo rodd e Do BABRE B
L e DO S T TR S S S e Y DA, ) '
E R [ e PRy (el e A Y Uy i B by A i o
il g et S apid e il B Sapta . R ; g
ot oo Yourycandid opinion is requested,
. mfpr future r¢ference, regarding which
(B 2 S A (e T e o : ] Rt
( A A,,@I}'Q;GJ,\QQ,}’D& llzyxe_ th‘el 'IbgsAt,_ plu:s all' T L
1 Cwooer e o Qbher comments with regard to this, e
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Fod : By Herbert Leckenbg: - fﬁ'

e

: One of, the most popular feetures in our first Annual was the list

of Boys' Weeklies; this year we have endesvoured to follow up with some |
account of the "Libraries". By this we ménn those publications which
'appeared two or more together;et monthly, or longer, intervals. It has
been’'a somewhet formideble tesk, requiring quite a lot of reseerch, and
we do not claim it is a complete list. Ve do think however, we have
sucececeded 1n goetting the main ones, those most sought aftﬂr by collectors.

One of our greatest difficulties was in flxinu the starting and
finishing dates, for the publishers, in the mojority of ceses, had, for
some reason, a reluctance .to provide that information. The Aldines'were
a good exemple. With them. we. were. able to trace some of the information
through sdvertisements in other of their publications, but even hore the
year was oftenemicsing., Possibly sn editor in 1898 never thought there
would e people interested 50 yeers leter.

It would eppear that. Jumes Henderson & Sons, that grand old firm, ‘i_
publishers of popular papers for ecversl decades of the 19th century,

were first in the field with their Budget Story Books. They were all
reprints of serisls vhich had. appgared in "Nuggets', "Young Folks",
"Weekly Budget" ete, They were published at 34 and were of hendy pocket -
gize, sbout that of the "Boys' Friend Librery'.

Much lster eppesred the "Wild West Library' which, as the title
indicetes, concentrated on stories of Buffalo Bill and other heroes of
the prairies, ' The ¢erly numbers had a yellow paper cover, and consisted
Of ‘48 paged of ‘clése print; good value for o penny. Then they dropped
't0:32 pages, with larger typu ond the cover in colours on white paper.

As will be seen, the "Wild West" had quite & good run. ;

Hendersons also published the neat little "Nugget Library" consisting
of storles of all types. R.A.H. Goodyear, known to all readers of ﬁhe
Annuul, contrlbuted qultu a lot uf ideal school stories. &

: The first to: go in for this Pind of reading for boys in A big way ,
:,pOWvV‘rp ‘was the Aldine Publiching Compeny. Oh the Aldlnes'? Arch

' purveyor of bloods! It was they who introduced Deedwood Dick o Epgland,hl
8 name synonymous with "penny dresdful". In the last decade of the 19th
century they nlmost had the field to themselves so fer as the "Libraries"
were concerned; '"Boys' First-Rate Pocket Iibrary', "Tip Top", 'Detective
Tales", "O'er Land snd Sea", "Invention, Travel and Adventure'. The' - v
great majority of the torlus in these, if not all, were Americen re-
prints, so British writers for boys had 2 thin time wherc the Aldine Co.
wos concerned. lost of obove mentioned would appear to have started in
1887 or 1888 snd the stories were reprinted again snd again, often with
a change of titles, Not only did they reeppeer in the "Libreries", :
but also in their weeklies, "Helf Holiday" and "Cheerful".
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The "First Rotes" consisted of 32 pages, about 84" x Sy with e

X somewhat crude ecoloured cover. They .seemed  to have got off to a rather
; mild stert, for tkd6&é were the first four titles:- No.l "Those Troublesome
Brothers, Tom Bfiggs” thor end Phil Briggs Miner". No. 2, "Our School

: and all about the Boys" No.3 "Sem Skylerk" or "The Middies of the Gunroom'
‘i No. 4 "Friendless Fred", a story of London streets. If the titles were
(71 anything to go by the stories might have appeared in the ""Boys' Own Paper".
But soon appeared titles like these:- No. 10 "Morgen the Freebooter",

No. 18 "Doctor Deathgrlp”, No.‘2o !'The Wild Gmrl of 1he Coast" and No. 22
""The Merciless Mutineer" .. ; ‘

l-; : Deadwood ‘Dick made his first appcarance in No. 54 the title being:
i "Eeadwqod Dick, ithe Outlew of tho Rlack Hills" . Qthers which followed
wwera, No. 35 "Doublo Deggors™ op' DeadWood Dick's Nefiance, . No, 38-

"The Phentom: Miner'" ‘or Deadwood Dick's Bonanza, and No, 39 "Deadwood Dick

‘in Danger" “or "The Masked Terror". About half the flrst 200 numbers

deelt with this character..: b : gt A LT SE

i The "O'er Land ‘and. Béag" Wure the samp pege. bLZu aa th@-”Plrat Rates"
but ren to 64 pggve’ «ild' cost 24, and” the stories. were of s-gimilar type,
“though thetre were|- pcrhaps, more yarns oi .$he.. gen. and bucconeers, The
first four weré: "No, 1" "Buffelo Bill, His Life _ond Adventures".  No. 2
"Phe: Comrade Scout' of- Buffalo Bi11", No, 3 "Tho Cabin Boy of tha Polly Ann'
or The Gardens of Paradise, and No, 'ﬁ'"Mexlcan Joe'",

cr 1Al few other typieal titles were, No., 34 "The Demon Duu]liﬂt" idf:the
League;of Jteél. No, 37 "Captaln Freelancw the Buccancer't, ¢ :No, 43
"Velvet Hand" or the Tron Grip of Injun Dick, No. 43 "The Pirate Prieat”

'3_'.

: and. NOJYI?Q "Fire Eyo the Ses Uyena"'“‘ Seductive titlee :those!
o LRI
e “Now the DetthlVb Talaam -+ These were elso 2d., about 7" x 5" and
96 peges. Again they were American rpprlnts, and. pregsented an. extra-

ordineiry assortmetit' of sleuths. For example, the: firet four:. . No,ili:
"Brant ddame, ‘the fhperor of Det€ct1ves" No.2 "0ld Stonewsll’ the: i
. 8hadower'", Nc.3 "he Dog Dﬁfbctlvo", No. 4 "The Combination Lock: Myqte
oT "Little Lightening", And thore followod No. 16 "The Masked Dotectlve‘,
Nos 29 "Kante Scott) the Deboy Detectlve" No. 30 "The Jew Detective", ;
No. 31 "The Demon  Détective', No. 44 ”Red Light Will, the River Detectlve"
and No, 54 "Lady Kate, the, Deshing Lady Detdetiven, Plohty o vnrleQY
tber&, ‘but none gained the rbputatlon of . wexton Bldku or anaon Lua.

A few words ‘sbout ‘the’ "Tlp Top“ w111 suffice. Its page size was
only 6" x 4".;end the priceé ldy 'The gtories differcd’ little from the .
three leraries glready mentionedw I have no record of the onrly numbers
but in 1899 .the following appeared: No. 262 "Heedlight Herry's Huht',“
No. 268 "Crackshort Daisy's Drop" and No. 269 "Gold King of Wﬁﬁlrd ﬁanyun"

‘Between March 1900 and Septamber 1902 only thirty-two "Tlp TOps”
LJ appeared, so it seems cvident they had had their.day, and, as'a matter
of ﬂadt there were only eight morg Jumbers, . e Bl I

‘ Perhaps the most interesting of this group of Aldiné’ "Lnbrarlu°”f'”
was the one bearing the cumbersome title, "Invention, Travel and Adventure‘,

popularly known as '"Frank Reades'. Once ngaln‘thoy were of American

origin and across the herring pond their counterpartv are much qought

after to this day,. . This'Aldine: pruduohion was ‘thé same size ‘and pr109
(90)
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‘and they were certainly remerkeble exemples of inventive genius, for

waird looking eir ships and fentastic submerines. The first four

- Wi A TRk R&igh?» tbadw the twotiwene really one, for the type of story was

as the "Pirst Rate", The covers bore the slogan '"Jules Verne Outdone
»

-

they told of steam men,eléectric horses, and leter the covers portreyed

numbers werd, No. 1 "Frank Reade Junior and His New Steam Man", No, 2
"Frank Reade with his New Steam Marn in No Men's Land", No. 3 "Frank Read
wi-bh! hiwt New StebmiMan: in Central America”. No. 4 "Frank Readé with his
New Btplam Man iim! Mexico!' 4ot Later on Frank Reade had to share the Library

exact Lyl the semgy): \ Typiegl oxsmples of later stories were the following,
published, ottf April, O th 2004: * Nos 253 'Tack Wright's Terror of the Seas",
No. 254 "Jack Wright's Preirie Yecht", No. 255 "Frank Reede's Flectric
'Téfbe“ﬂ’ﬁ%?f?ﬁélWﬁfaﬁﬁvﬁbaaﬁVs Blectric Team", Some years later there
Wera4thfwﬂﬂémptﬁ5tO'deiﬁcfﬁhp Library, one ot a halfpenny, but both
wore very ‘sHort«ldved, . ' &

3 .Now, comes a charagter around whom nossibly. more sfories have been
Writteq}thGnUanMOﬁc ulee with thw cxception of Sexton Blake; - Buffalo . ©
Bill! . Therd s & {difference Batween the two, of. ¢ourse, for the hero of
the pleing acthally lived, but if he had been through b1l the édventutes
placed to hle credit he would have been the world's oldest man, The
Aldine'Co, aloné published hundreds, though many of them made several
appaarqﬁbes probably . It is almost impossible to give an authentic
record of the warioug) edi¥ions published at 1d, 24 and 44. However,

the first started oml{'October Jth 1899 and the first few were:- No, 1 w
"Red Men's Hate" or/Buffalo Fill's peril in %the Far West. - No. 2 "Silver
Scalp” or "Hew Buffalo Bill solved a Mystery'“of the Prairies". . No. 3
"Hawkeye'y Mr Buffalo Bill's Ride seross the Rockies". No. 4 "No Quarter',
or'"Buffalo Bill's Brail on the' Apache Merauders". From then on, to well |
into the IP20's, stories of the famous scout were being published by
Aldinesy, bup the hHigtory of them is too involved to be, recorded here,

6o I will pass on'to a new phase.

With the é&dvent of the 20th century thé Aldine Co. turned to the
English scene #nd produced Libraries deeling with cheraseters glamorous -
or notorious = in its history. . Robin Hood, Dick Turpin, Claude Duval,
Jack Sheppardy Captain Kidd, etc. The covers adorning these were a
great advance ‘on those alreedy mentioned so far as being examples of
colour, printiny was concerned., The Dick Turpins end Claude Duvals
espocially wdng notable for their picturesqueness, even if the scenes
depicted thereon were gory and hair raising. Anywey, it is a fact
that to-day some collectors cherish them for their covers alone.,

The Robin Hood Library was first in the field and the first four ‘
numbers, published on October 19th 1901 were, No. 1 "Sweet Liberty
or Death". No. 2 "Robin Hood and the Tyrant of Nottinghem", No. 3
"The Fighting Friar of Sherwood Forest" and No. 4 "Robin Hood to the -
Rescue", The Robin Hoods consisted of 32 pages 53" x 84". The covers
had a yellow background and most of the illustrations were drawn by that
busy artist of the day, Robert Prowse, and ¥. W, Boyington, with J. Arch
appearing occasionally, Several esuthors shared the 88 stories including
AMfred S. Burrage, H, Philpott Wright, Charles E. Brand, Rscott Lynn,
Singleton Pound, A, W. Bredley, G. C. Glover, Ogilvie Mitchell and
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‘Rederick Dere., Round sbout 1912 therec was an sttempt to revive them,
starting with the. orlglnal No. 11. At first glance the new edition
eppeared 1duntical with. thé briginel, but there roro oartain Aifforaences,
the suthors' nemes were not given, a plain ﬁype haading took the place of

a(pioture one, and the advertlsements, of coursg, were differant.

A few years after the end of the First Greet War the stories eppeared

fggéin, at 2d., but in an abridged form and many of the titles ohenged.
'j;Even though they were the same stories to those who remanhorod the origi~-
e naia, they héd nothing of the same appeal.

The Dick Qu:pins, evidently the most guccessful in this olasag of
Librery, for: theyran  to 182 numbers, first appeared on April 5th 1902,
They were slightly larger than the. Robin Hoods and hed 24 pages. . Diok
Turpin! ~ What & nemé. to. conjure with, Gallent, handgome Dick, aatride

bonny Black Bess as displayed on the gorgeous cover of the Aldines. What .
a pity history declares he was o pock-marked, undersized qommon horse
thief.,  However, ‘asy the historians what'they will, Dick Turpin thrilled |
generetions of boys' and the Al@ines helped with the first four numbers
‘the titles of which were:— “No, 1 "Driven From Home"; or, Dick end Black
" Begk S¢ek Tame and'Portines © No. 2 "The Masked Man of Mystery" or,

A stoxy of Strange Deeds. ~ No. '3 "The Secret of the 01d Mint"j; or,
Dick Rights en'0ld Wrong! No. 4 "The Night Riders of Begshot Heath", All
four were written by Charlton Lee, e prolific writer of that type of
gtory. - He, ‘in 'fact, wrote' more thon a hundred of the Turpins, then
Stephen H. Agnew‘tobk:bVer:' He wrote the rest, with the éxception of
three which had thé name of Jack Tempust’ etteched to them; though who he
wae nobody geems’ to know.  Agnew's storice’were even more fantastic then
Charlton Lea's, - "'No.''137 "The Ritter of Fire" or, the trail of Ten Men in
Red, and No. 142 "The King of Terrors" or, "The Bensation of. London", Were
good examples. - Rober% Prowte did most Of the illuatrationeL !

The first four Cleude Duvels & puarcd on October Ath 1902. They
were: No. 1 "The Sword of Vengeance' or How Claude Duvel and Prince
Rupert Became Friends. No. 2 "Strike for the King" or, The Bleck Masked
Cavalier. NG. 3'"In the Track of Désth" or.Clsude Duvel's Pight for the
Royal Standerd., “WNo. 4 "The Fall of the Axe™ br, Clzude Duvel Tekes: to
the King's nghway. The gallant Claude, who had’ the’ reputation of
ddncing with lovely ladies on the King's highway, cut evem a more dashing
figure then Dick Turpin, and the covers were Robert Prowse' at: his wvery
best. Charlton Lee ‘again’ WTOtb “he grest majority of them, 4f not all.
They were fine, thrilling yarns, yvt for some ronson, thpre wera only
48 of them, “* BGH

i The Jack Sheppards, starting in 1904, ended with the 24th.. = The
page ‘gize was -glightly larger than that of .the Duvals and Turpinp and, not
a whit behind ae heir raisers. They started off with No. 1 ""The King
of Rogues", No. 2 "Gallowsbirds" or, The Thlef Taker. Meots His Match,,
“No, 3 "Trhough Bolts and Bars" or, Jack gheppard' g First Tscape from Old
 Newgate Gaol, end No. 4 /A Thief to Catch" .or, GalIOplng Dlok uwears ‘A
Terrible Revenge. : N

May 24th 1904 brought the szlng Heeled Jacks, outdoing all that
had gone before, as will be scen by these olluring titles: No. 1 '"Men
or Fiedd" or, The First Appearance of Spring Heeled Jack. Nob:25 :
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"A Mystery of Mysteries" or Some RExtraordinary Doings ¢f Spring Heeled
Jack. No. 3 "The Terror of the Lend" or Spring Heeled Jack at Home and
Abroad. No., 4 "The Shadow of Fate" or Step by Step in the Track of
Vengeance. What thrills for the boys of 1904! Yot, strange to relate,
there wore no more than e dozen stories and Charlton Lea wrote them.

One other "Library" of this type remains to be mentioned, "The Red
Rover'", It stortoed on Octobor 17th 1903 and finished soon after, for
there wore only eight of them in all, and thuy hod titles like these:
No. 1 "The Vengeance of Blackwoard" or, the coming of Don Salvo Quinave.
No, 2 "Blackbeard, the Terror of the Sees', or, The Cruise of the Avenger.
No. 3 "Marooned by Blackbeard" or, The Betraysl of Jack Skye. No. 4
"Blackberrd's Terrible Triumph' or, The Doom of Salve Quinado, Of a
truth, full-blooded pirete yeyns, yet only cight of them! It would
appear tastes were changing.

In 1908 came two new libreries of a different type, "The Boys' Own",

" a 3d venture, probebly sn ettempt to compete with the already successful
Amalgemated Press "Boy's Friend Librery“., 'The Boy's Own" was gimilar
in size and appearence, and the great mejority of the stories, if not ally
were reprinte, Henry T, Johnson wrote the first four, "Three Jolly
Britons", "The Scorlet Ster', "The Almost Men" and "The Gladiator of the |
Arena", ond meny others which followed, including the famous "Pride of ‘
the Ring" which, ycars before, hed run ag a gerial in the Harmesworth
"Fummy Wondexr!,

Though this library scems to have beon fairly successful at firat,
it could not compete with the "Boy's Friend". By the time the First
Great War broke out, some 93 numbers hed sppesrcd. Its title was then i
changed to "The Briton's Own Librery" bul in this form it had a very
short life. -

The "Diemond Librery" was & kind of ld. edition of "The Boy's Own"
and eimilar too to Henderson's "Nugeets". With the coming of the 1914
wer ite title waee changed to "The Diemond War Library" but once agein A
wer stories did not catech on and"the Diamond" also bocame a casualty. ¥

When Peace came the Aldine Co. attempted to revive old "ILibrarioes"
and start new once, but epparently the star of this once famous concern
was setting, for it fell on hard times end actually went out of business. |
Newnes bought some of the copyrighte. They revived, smong others, the 3
Dick Turpins at 3d., but they had nothing like the appaal of the originalsj

I bave devoted & good desl of space to the Aldines, for hitherto not

a lot has been written about them, yet they omce werc cxtremely popular

and do deserve a ploce in the sun.
]

The decline of the Aldines was probebly duc to the riee of the mightyf
House of Hermsworth, leter known es "The Amalgemated Press". Having |
launched numerous papers for boys they entered the "Libraries" ficld and
in September 1906 the first munber of "The 3d. Boy's Friend Library" G
appeared on the bookstalls. It waa a story of Jack, Sam and Pete,
famous characters of the day. A second, dealing with the same three
appeared o little later, then two numbers ceme along together, No., 3
being another Jack, Sem end Pete, and No, 4 & reprint of & popular "Boy
Friend" serial, "Birds of Prey" a tale of Nolson Lee by Mexwell Scott,
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; "The Boy's ¥riend Libraory® was destined to become the most successful
"Fidbrarv" of all time with the possible exceotion of "The Sexton Blake".
~| Tor o time two mumbers came out together, monthly, them three, later four,
end, for e time even fiva, The eerly numbers consistod of 144 pages,
y | woon dropping %o 120, printed wight across the page. Some of the mtories
i‘ were reprints of serials end some of the covers, especislly the early ones,
were very attractive.

s "The Boy's Friend Library" ron on unberturbedvthroughout the First
Great War, though, of course, the pages were reduced to 64, and the price
inoreaped to 44. ‘ o

By May 1925 no less thon 764 nmumbers had sppeored, The following
month & new suries storted, but sotunlly 1t wos simply » quastion of po-
numbering. Thie series was nlmost e sucoessful ae the firey, for, by
1940, 724 stories hod been published, There were some aigne, however,
thet 1t wes feltering, for & few months there had been some tempering
with the title, two of the etories each month being eslled “fhe Boy's
Friend Bullseye Library" and the two others "The Boy's Friend Knookout
Librery". It would .ppeer the ideo wea eventually to drop “The Boy's
Friend" end continue them es "The Knockout" omd “Bullaeye", However,
Hitler kllled all that and the meny others thet tregic momths “Tho Boy's
‘Friend" diseppeared from the bookstalls for good, Well, a wun of Juet
on 34 yeara snd 1486 numbers wes on iupreseivo record, ¥0 Any the leset,

Now to “The Jexton Blake Librery", In some weye 1t'p story is move
remerkeble then that of the "B,F,L,", for every single atory wpe centered
round that famoue character. I should soy, of course, hes been centered,

(| for ot the time of writing the "S.N.L." etill eppaers every month, and
¢ very shortly 1t will ectuslly have been rumning longer then the “B,F,L,",
even 1f the total numbers sre not so many.

The firet number appecred in Scptember 1915, It deserves a place
in hiatory, ite title was "The Yellow Tiger" and it wos written by George
Hamiltou Teed, 'het a grend.start it wes, for that story hes eerteinly
nevey been exeellod since., I hove pertioulerly vivid memories of that
yarn, for I reed it for o second time whilst on duty et my switohboard
durdng e Zeppclin rald on May 2nd 1916. So engrossed wes I thet T wag
Qllzgg oblivioue to the howbs dropping not far awsy, I read 4t agaln

2 1947 whilet on & vietd to umy ocollesgue of Blekisha at Cardd £, and

A‘ ound % b6 obagrbing ee 1 did over 20 years earlier, fo adewuntgiy
il my 6olledgue dunlt with the famous “Livrofy" in his vepdous writings

thet §¢ 1o whnecoomary fof o to oy much about 4t hepe,  4p 411 bo

doue rom the table ‘pqauaad. the second series pta;tadlét;tgé ame time

J' 83 that of the “B,F,L," piid yan to 20 nimbors nore, The Ird ﬁéiie?,‘ .
deapite the fect that only two numbers have beun dssusd monthiy, ts, . at

the $ime of writing; nearly up to 1te @ocond Gentiry: Tt has ofe other

distinotion ~ the price fof some years hab Been 7d,

The Amalgamated Pross published several other successful libraries
opd the first Thursday in every month brought e grest erray of tasty
sovere to the counters of every enterprising bookseller, They included
"The Football and Sports Librory'", usually three e month with over 500
in all, "The Schoobboy's Own Librery", which econsistod of reprints moinly
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of stories of four famous schools, "The Champion" and "The Thriller',
the latter o short-lived one,

J
L

Weay back before we knew what "Gruat Warg" were, the Amalgamated ‘v
Press produced another, "The Wonder Library". This specialised in B
reprints of seriales from comics like "Chips" and "Comic Cuts". These
papers published good serials in those doys, yet little is known of p
"The Wonder Library", end I have not hward of. eny collector who
possesses a gingle copy.

And here's another curious thingt In 1904 Pearcon's attempted
to enter the field by producing "The Big Budget Ligrery". They had
plenty of material at their disposel, for scores of rattling good
‘deridle ran in ‘the weekly which gove the Iibrery its name. Yet only
two ‘stories appnared~ "Perdl Island" by Sidney Drew, and "The Adventure
‘of ‘Captoin Kettle Junior" by Stacey Blake. Thoy consisted of 96 pages,
each pago being much larger then any of the others. Why no others
followed ie something of a mystery.

During the ysars under reviow many other Iibreries ,1ike Newnes
Tubby Haigs and Joe Pickforde and "Lloyds Adventura" appuared but they
never made the grade, and oxcupt to very few have boen long gince

‘forrotten.

So-called Libraries havo sprung up here end there since the war,
but the majority of them ere so puerile thot they ore beneeth contempt,

and one wonders if cver again we shalli ece on the bookatalls,
Librarice of the stondard of "The Boy'n Fricnd", "The Nuggets"

the Cleude Duvels, O'er Land and Sea and the rest of them we Nostalgians
revere according to whether our yeors sare twenty, thirty, or up to |
three score years- and ten. ;

¥ KR
In concluding, I mud¥ Aacknowledge the valuecd help of
John Mederoft, who went to o lot of trouble in checking the
list which follows. With the benefit of his unrivalled
knowledge of the earlier libraries, I think it can.be said
E?e details are ns near correct as it is posqible to pet
en, :

i g

For an e¢njoyable evening, join the London. Old Boys'
Book Club, !

Write to the Sceretary:- w0 onyd R

Mrs.Whiter,
"~ 706, Lordship Iane,
Wood Green,
London, N.22.




‘N j

T H B

"1 R ERL NS

Ll

James,HendefSons & Sons, Ltd.

Lo Ly e A M}._N.O_'E.

Budget Story Books (3d.) :

Wild West ; 284
Pocket Budget %1
Pocket Budget Library s 98
Rob Roy ] L [
Nugget Lidbrery = L 330
Young Folks Tales N 325..
Lion il za

y approx. 550

From

about 1885
=/1/1903
28/4/1903
23/7/1903
-/10/1903%
//10/1905
/1906
=/6/1909

Aldine Publiqhing Co. Ltd.
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. Garfield Library, 3d. 88
"Boys' First Rate ' 472
One at a Time ' ; v
0'er Land and Sea, 2d. A08
Tip Top y 328
Detective (2d.) . W ke AR
Home Librany of Powerful Dramaﬂic
; o .Tales 64
‘" Invention, Travel & i Advenhure ] 272
Buffalo Bill, lgt series .. L SRR
Robin Hood o 88
Dick Turpin 182
Claude Duval 48
Red Rover A7 8
Spring Heeled Jack e
Jack Sheppard 24
Tales for Little People approx 350
Tip Top Detective ' »
Dismond (1lst series) 213
Boys' Own. 3d. 95
Buffalo Bill (2nd series) approx 130
Black Bess 18
Invention, second series 452
Boys' Comic 26
Buffalo Bill (3rd series) 2d. 702
Diamond (2nd series) 58
Invention (3rd series) 12
Britons Own 12
Diamond Waxr 20
Buffalo Bill (4th series) 3d. & 4d. 342
Diamond Library (3rd series) 2d. 152
Robin Hood (2nd series) 2d. 88
Dixon Brett 4d. approx 20

./1//1886
-/~/1887
~ /=/1887
//./1888
£/1888

’;‘1/1889

L/-/1890 "
%4—41892
1/10/1897
19/10/1901
5/4/1902
4/10/1902
17/16/1903
19/3/1904
26/11/1904
2;/11/1905
-/~/1905
-?-?1906
-/~/1908
~/=/1909
~/~/1909
~/=/1910
~/=/1911
~/-/1912
—;—;1915
-/~-/1913
=/=/1914

I =f=f1915

L
-f - 2
B/5/

=/4/1910

To

-/-/1904
2/1909
//1903
1904
6/4/1904
—1915
~/1/1915

21/10/190%
~f~/ 0887
29/7/1905

T
-/2/1906

;/1271905
~/=/1909

-/:7I9o9
~/~/1906
/ 1/1904
4/9/1904
- </1906
/1906
~/~/1913
~/~/1914
-/~/1913
-/~/1910
-/:7I912
approx 2/193%2
/191§
~/~/1915

s

-/-/1922

e

0




Libraries List (cont'd)

Amalgamated Press ’
Total No's From To

Boys' Friend (lst series) 3d & 4d. 764 ~/9/1906 4/5/1925 a‘
Boys' Friend (2nd series) 4d T24 3/6/1926 -/6/1940
Sexton Blake (lst series) 3d & 4d 382 20/9/1915 4/5/1925
Sexton Blake (2nd series) 4d T44 3/6/1926 -/10/1940

‘ 3 1 serie - t 1
Sexton Blake (3rd series) 7d . £11/1940 Sr%é%esﬁ
Wonder Library 34 14 Date unknown
Football and Sports 4d 566 ~/=/1921 -/-/1938
Schoolboys!' Own 411 25/4/1925 +/6/1940
Thriller 24 ~/~/1934 ~/6/1935
Nugget : - — —

Nipper of Sts Ninians
by Herbert Leckenby

Yes, ye St.Prankites - St, Ninians! Nipper spent
several years there, during which he had many hair-raising |
adventures and quite a 1ot of fun long before St.Franks was"‘
heard of.

Moreover, the School was situated in Sussex (just like "Q

|

St.Franks) but near a little fishing village of Cleveden on
the mouth of the River Dene. There was a rival School near
by, but it was Gleveden Grammar School.

The first serial concerning St.Ninians was "Nipper's
Schooldays" which started in the Boys Herald in 1904. It
was written by Maxwell Scott, Nelson Lee's creator, as were
the othcrs which followed. Now there is a very interesting
circumstance about this story for it largely concerned an-
other ward of Nelson Lee - one Diclk Starling, a one--time
migsing heir and discovered by Nelson Iee., The two Dicks
were sent by Nelson ILee to Sy.Ninians to be educated.

There were threc houses at the School, School House, Mr.
Rant's, and Mr.Jermans. Nipper and Dick Starling were Ran-

The story, however, mainly concerned attempts on Dick Star-
lings life, attempts which eventually brought Nelson Lee to
the school asg a master.

ters and there was of course a good deal of house rivalry. ‘?

Iwo other serials dealing with St.Ninians were "The
Captain of St.Ninians" and "The Fighting Pifth" and it also
played a part in "Detective Warder Nelson Ice" a serial in
the Boys Friend concerning Greystones Prison which was near
the School. With the passing of St.Ninians, Dick Starling
pasgsed out too. St.Niniang never attained the prominence of
St.Franks, nevertheless the boys of its day used to wait im-
patiently for the next instalment. °
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