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CMH\I: .0t near condition)

{Benctes ocpilea in Duplicata®)

850-1 g32* 85%
870 878 BRY
925-36 947 4951
gaQe 961* 962
gbbe 957* 966
961 to 970 972-4
978% 980 942
1000-4 1007 1008
1012 1015-21 1023
1037 1039 1050-2
1064%-5¢ 1067 1073-5
1110 1116 1128
1169-74 1189-90 1196-8
1247 1249-54 1263-5
12764 1281 1297
1319-25 13258 1343-5
1429 14612-70 1471
1498-9 =
in Bulk

£

855
9223
955

2

1009*
1027-31
10557
1077-83
1131-2
1213-27
1268
1300-T7
13547
Lli72.80

1 all

to

Jd. @brbnut 4, (?Q}h.lthﬂ\ Rosd
Quinton, Bkn\u\yw

1080
1155
1239-43
1270-3
311-16
1313
18925
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- Next Issuec February
Editox, lﬂ.sael’mm Section

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR:

A Now Yeer smd o New Volume, The-yoer of grace, 1948, is
dying ss I write, ond in view of the faot ‘that we still hear o
lot obout rations (one ounse of bavon ¢ week) in short supply,
emstority, utility, and the rest of fem, most of us will de
inelined to say "Good Riddsmce”. But there hes been gomething
to lighten the darinmcss - hobly, ' Thet hes gons on from
strangth to strongtli, end for that reason I ahsll slwnys” remenm-
ber: 1948 with affection. Billy Bonter, Sexton Bleke, Nelson Lol
&nd. others we kndw 0 woll have frequantly hit the hesdlines in
soures of newspepers'énd owr owi Lindon 014 Boys's Book Club got
quite a good eplseh In the “Sundsy Dispetoh™, as will be secn

quite o mmber of them resl entinsifistd. There's just one ssd

(701.3) No.25 oo Pi'ieeig':!:d&‘r mt o |

from the reprodustion in this 19eyes.: :(Nice work, Bob snd Bilech).

'y

fosture - wo have lost two by the‘hsiids of the Grim Resper, poor
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1ittle Alan Kellow, and thet Hndly soul, R A. Il. Goodyear.
God rest their souls. e

the C.D., we have mery aplendid, 1nt3§%-k

n hgmd, but that ism't to ssy we t¢-wantt more.
th your pens or. ¥ypewriters’.- We aﬁ dgtsrmined
me 3 hgtter then either of ﬁs predec#ahqrs
ma]f my mail bag grows’ smd ETOWE ;. h\lt‘jhﬁ more I

Eagter I Like it.  And here let me tako ihEwfportunity
g sincorsly ell those who sent me chnrﬁnds\greeﬂhga

i .:;:a-ifacs-.‘.-a..
ik b 4 F
* Thet-@lering frror. I bet yom locked at thHe ocover of the

December is¥ue with a puzzled frown, axitl no wonder, Ttwea e
mix-up, Wosn't 1t? Yet believe it or not, when I got delivery
of the coples I wes so snxio¥hfio dofi¥hém off thet I just glanc
st the ploture, thoughi "Okpwlymud dgggot helf of them wrapped
before the caption oanghv W—- i . 1611. it's 2 wonder you
got your copies =i el o 1 '; I neerly hed hesrt

fellurel FPhewi Whe B gd 1t bﬁﬁnos{e;-ev

Well, it heppened 1ike thi tm, 1 hed in"f:emlad ueing the
Chsigtmes Txeule Numbur cf. the Mepvel 1905 @deip £45 the 111u8
tion on ours. . It showed Petu -f Jack, L, Sam and Pete fome,.
prooinently . Unfortuqauq],y: t wes found ihst it m-m}.-d’—np‘t—é@:me
out saiisfactorily, -ac thg gover of the Union Jack cm-iatmse‘ b

Double bpmber 1905 had " fQ bg substituted, ~ Due to g Wad J‘? 1....1

at the sgéncy the captiqn {intemlof'. For the l!urveﬂ.*

used, #nd if that was.sgh mmish in préporiig 1% 1948 wes o35

wei tten instesd of 1005 . Mr. Widy
to; convey his sin
mhidr hean. nd.gzla g
toittn I might’s : 158
till 1ate at nzgg”ggpug»u%h‘ meﬁ,, Mag Fe
ba%elear For'the “dgntal. ‘33" B e of wrbiou]

Adyway, wa'll sat aome consoietim by @ eting that aom
daj thatcover inyw“ie AosRIdT ui»on stk purt osd 4  phd ogpiee -
valued for it mlgie;nme w:yiu‘ E”ﬂﬁw 'Hﬂ W stamp.

1 e

expt tu send in rep‘la- but I think’ allx appreciatp

[

“

LTt
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I am sure sll
ted to lesyn thet an ex-
' hition of papers from oy
collection (smd some

5%;
_. ’

Fx

BOYS' LITERATURE

kindly tc be loaned by
fellow ccllectors) is
being srranged et the
York Public Librery, to
be held from Jamsry 17
$o 29th. A preliminery
notioce which sppeered int
‘the, ¥ ire Evening : i}
-| Press,. Decembar }Oth, 1is{
reproduced on this page.
This thanks to a membey
of our circle, Mr. Jeck
Wood, who was mainly
responsible for the

S
had Jon
characteyrs ?
to the presen)

{iten ol
Vicierian d:%ug.‘:

i C o
Y
-
val in
Ty
o

bays
of the readets’

Wit deim e
quasticn is (3 et bas .

AND ITS EFF

exhibition being brought §é%‘ '
sbout. &3

Should eny friends E‘g‘%gggﬂ%
within essy distence £ , srRal TP
they would ldke to oome o TeR i
$o0 Yorl 6 seé 1t, I should S T

bew.w-blitibd to ses thr.

‘i Yours sincerely, ) o

WANTED: Eaxly Isswes of ?’cﬂﬂ.w?, "Pluck®, "Dreednought®
A few Megnets and Gems Tor ddepossl, snd Red-covered Mognets
for Exchonge only. Erxic Fayna, 23 Grove Roed, Surbitom,
Surray. R B

‘ Alatne Publlisations, Tuping, Duvals, Rebz Hoods, ete:
E. R. Lendy, 4 Nunseton Road, Dagenham, Bssex. -  --- - T
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(This is the firet erticle by Peter Wolker. A1l will, egree it's
just the thing for the C.D. The humen touchl He shys most
collectors have s sense of humour - he's certainly got it himseld].
Note what he ssys about recelving two lettors.in feminine hend-
writing in one dsy. Peter - I cem ~ wsll, never mind{ T em
plessed to sey we have more of his erticles In hend just as

good. ~ H.L.) T
' THE POSTMAN'S KNOCK

L4
P. A, WALKER.

About twenty-five yeers #go, to the boys and girls of that
perticular periocd, there existed n certsin "etmesphere” which
wes more notigesble on Mondsy, Wednesdsy end-Priday mornings. .

The resscn Wee ithet, boceuse on Mondeys we stalked along to
the nearest nwsagei?hgzﬁ Libought wur shining new copy of the
"Magnat", snd our cavefully foided "Boys! Friend”. On Wednesdsy
we swoke with the realiedtfon t it wes "Gem" day, and on
Fridsy we invested in the ':Pan&l’ : %uq.ar". Thrills, which alesg
sre of the pest. . <

However, in 1948, it is-ja?z‘%aﬂ;le to recepture some of

thet ¢ld “"etmusphere™. For,y. oozp‘hw todey, exist large
pumbers of "old boys®, whose theery grectings in long pleasent
lotters are e constent reminder thot thede ers.many others who

sti11 find snjoynent in the recapture of that old thrill,” =

Once more, the postman's knock in the early merning might
meenr the errivel of 2 beeutiful percel of Gems., Or, probebly,
better still, e friendly note from Leonerd Peckmsn, or Bob Whitey,
or Eric ¥eyme, or Herry Dowler. Or it might meen the axrival
of the menthly issue of the 1ittle peper which hed brought do
many strengers together in one vest circle, the "Collectors! |
pigest". Ani, of course, it might even be the signsl thet &
jetter has errived from the "great man” himeelf, our tireless
gdjtor..

) Thié sircle of 6\:1‘3. is, to me, probebly the hest festurs
of ithe whole rether curious businese of colleciing oldl Goms and
Magnets. I mst confess thet todsy I prefer to roed sbout the
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herves of the past than the sctus! pepers themselves.

Those cheerful letters from pecple a1l over the country
desoribing thelr resctions snd senssticns on re-disdovering the
herces of &heir youth are very plessent indeed. We sit end
sontemplate about their writers. What sort of = bloke is he?
Is he 0ld or young or middle-aged? Merried or single? As time
gues on, more and more news sbout the fellow comes slong, and e
letter from him todsy is like a letter from samebcdy you heve
lmown all your life,

It wes reslly » result of snswering en edvertisement in
the "Exchmge emd Mert" thet mode us eware thet there existed s
mmber of pecple who were interestod in the ocllection of old
boys! books. A letter srrived from Mr. Jack Corbett of
Birmingham, end since them wo heve been quite roguler ooTTeapON-~-
dents. He introdnced me tuv the Story Peper Collsotor, a
Censdien emateur msgeszine dueling with the collection of books,
and subsequently we became subsoribers to the Collectors' Digeet
from the very first issue. It wes egain Jack Corbott who wes
regponsible for putting me in touch with Herbert Isckonby, and
in view of the tremsndous interest the Collectors® Tgest hes
glven ne, I =m sure I owe him 2 vote of thenks, .

Surbiton, in Swrrey, 1s a plage I have never visited,
elthough I wes stetionad nesr there during the flying bomb peri::
whilet serving in the Roysl Engineers. And Surbiton is, of oc
the home of Eric Payne, whog, it £8ppesrs, runs a S5t. Jims of his
own. Eric possesses e vast library of cld boys' books, and
is mndoubtedly an euthority on St. Jime, anad Greyfriars.

Bob Whiter is @ c.1lestcr who appesrs to edorn his corres—
pondence with besutiful line drowings of famous schoolboye of
fiction. At first, this cemsed us some embarressmant, ’as the
postmen used to grin wickedly ot us when handing over the letterd,
and pssa some comment pbout "nct having grown up yet". Howéver,
this was ignorel and the axrivel of 2 lotter eaddressed in sn
elogant caligrephy is a most weleome sign that Bob Yhiter is in
herness egain. On one -cocasion I wes oonaiderebly honoured to
reocive & lotter from Mre. Robert VWhitor, the herd-mcridng snd
chmudn&m.noraxyseorétmotthemndmm. As this coin-
cided with a lotter from Miss Flinders of Hitohin, T hsd some
4iffionlty in explaining to my wife thet I was not oerrying om
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some secret affsir! Row, Miss Flinders §s » friend in need.
She has loaned me Gems which otheywise I shomld never have had
the opportunity of reeding. She 1s & life-long admirer of
mmmmmm.mdhtobemmhted
on choosing such types 88 her herces. Mine, unfortunately, sre
Vernon-Suwith and Cerdew, and I have followed in their footateps
by smoking cigarettes dehind the wogdshed In my father's garden
et the tender sge of fourteen!

Another English oity I have never visited is Hull in York-
ghire, where s gentleomsn nemed lLoslic Branton lives and movea -._-
in en stmosphere of Hull City Pootbsll Club., A steunch ewpportir
is Leslie, who declares that Hull City are certsinties for prO-~
motion to the Second Division at the end of thie secasch. Hs is
a steunch supporter of Greyfriars and he writes as racily ss his
favourite suthor. He is snother of our circle who doss a bit of
living in the past, end who can Jlsme him in view of the preaent
On the seme side of England, but rather lower down the country
lives Mr. H, A, Smith of Diss, Forfolk.

¥r. Suith's letters to me Have elwaye been socompanied by o
cholce little parcel of Gems or Magnets, smd I amssure he will
be delighted to lmow that he hse choered my hesrt immensely.

It was with considersble setisfsotion that one noted the elzoti
of Mr. Leonard Packmsn es cheimmen of the london group. If hie
letters are any oriterdon, es I em sure they must be, then no
better choice could be imsgined.

Mr. Packmen's letters ere indesd s joy to recelve. Tncidend
tally, one reslises that precticelly rll these correspondents er
lucky enoygh to be blessed with s sonse of humour, Is this the
result of such long association with the St. Jims Greyfriars 85g87?

leonerd is sn euthority. He cen remember the mumbers and
titles of most "Gems" of note. Ho 18 very lucky, inssmch ss
-his wife is a "Gem” fan., Or 1s he?

He wellows in the old Telbot~ geries. And rightly.
For has anything been better them this period of Charles Hamilt
writing? I doubt it. -This eeriecs merked my first resl interegt
in the "Gex". At the time theme were originslly issued (1915)
I wap met quite old enough to teke in such papers, but obtsined
them in 1918 2s back mumbers et 3. snd 1d, eachl

-
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Leonerdts letters heve twought bsck thet period with e
vengeance! Nineteen eéighteen! The Zeppelins; the dimuing
1lighte; "It's e long wey io Tipperaxy"; Cherlie Chspling “The,
Funny Wondexr"s Armistice; Pesce egain, end the "Gem”. Still
going strong! T

Leonerd Packmen reminds you of Merie Rivers, snd Telbots
George Gore, Crocke, Levison, Fetty Wymn - "The Hero of Weles",
George Kerr, - "L Son of Scotland", end Eric Kildere of Ireland.
In those dgys the "Gem" scemed streete shead of 1ts nearest
yival the "Megnet". I have no doubt thst it wes.

The plty of it was that es the yecars went by it became
secondery. The star of Bunter loomed large. The “"series"
ides becsme s fixture, eand one long magnificent complete stoxy
occupied fourteen consecutive issnes.

The middle 19208 esw the Gem detericrsting, later to revivq
a little with reprints of the old ysina, tut never to recapture ;
the spirit oftheﬂanaaIﬂrutknwit,inﬁstMlling
cover designed to eppeal to amy schoolboy.

Mr. Packmen reminds us of 211 this, and hecsuse of this
his friendly atﬁ.tude to I:I.i’e, 8 letter from him is more them
welooma.

Mr. W. H. Neete is another memberof our cirele who is al
willing to oblige, and 1 em indebted to him for helping me to &
meterislly to my collection.

I heve exchenged letters with Mr. Harry Dowler end Mr.Vosp
end one or two others, but the ocorrespondence hes been somewhetd
1imited,

Other letter writer: are often brief: They are tusy peopl

Mr. Fred Bottcmley coes not believe in wasting time over
nocstelglc reminiscence., FNeither does Mr, Bill Moxtin. .
On with the Job, they ssy.

Mr, Richord Whorwell of Rotherhithe is alscu brief. These
Igndoners very considersbly. Wherves Mr. Packmen end Mr. Whit
maet spend seversl hours per week in putting pem to pepex,:
Messrs. fvttomley, Mexrtin smd Co. do not. Nevertheless, their
1ittle notes are alwamys woloomae, and wo 1like the Gems end
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lanes and perapiring Bunters. All these, snd many others,
Horbert Leckemby hse reminded us ere memories which cen be
ravived, and revive them he does in his "Colledtors' Digest".

So the lmock of the postman can now mean, not necessarily
the deamand note for your rates, or your premium for your
insurance policy, or evem your footbell pool, but s letter from
8 member of s very henpy bend, who, slthough rether sentimentsl,
is & jolly decent bloke.

—o0—

THREE RED MAGNETS for each of the following Megncte: Wo. 903
"Sports Week ot Oreyfriers"; 692, "Mauleverer's Peril";

347 "Chenged by Adversity"; Populsr, Ne. 251 (1923)"Msuly, Swot'|
E. B, Flinders, "Roseview", Gosmore Road, Nr. Hitchin, Werta.

TWANTED URGEFILY Populers (1924) 298 end 299. Will exchange foi
Megnots or psy good price. L. Packmen, 27 Archdsle Road,

Esgt Dulwich, Lendon, S.E.22, : !

FOR SAIE Boys' Friend Libreries Originsl 3d. scries. Ko, 33,
94, 176, 189, 219, 220, 227, 252 (Tinker st Schuol), 243, 251,
253, 263, 273, 274, 276 (St. Jims), 280, 283, 307, 213, 321, 326
360, 413 (4d.ikcolwced). A1l in complete condition,

Nc's 42, 224, 247, 294, 295, 349, 444 (4‘5-)- These without
covers, 8tories complete.

Hendersuns ld Nugget Libs. 220, 229, 254, 260 (Tufty & Co. on
e Housebost - without covers).

Populers 322, 333, 388 ond others. Megmeta 503, 604, 605 snd
many others.

Three bound volumes Renger 1-86 lat series.

Also S.0.Ls, Gems, Pilots, ctc.

What offers for eny ,of the esbove? H.A. Smith, 13 Newhoed,
Soole, Diss, Norfolk.

%m_n‘ Sale - Exgchsnge. 014 Boya' Bocks, Fantssy, Fictiom.
fors Detective Weekly 1-50. Henry J. H, Bartlett, Pess Hill,
Shipton Gorge, ?_;iﬂpcrt', Dorset.
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Mognets which sccompany them.

hwsy up in the North, smongst the "brass-hsts®, lives our
wvery worthy editar. How in the world he finds time to even
write s short note we do mot kmow, But he does. And 2 letter
from him is something tc be ressured. Admittedly, it cften
takes 8 loh of decipheringt But sc dces my doctor's signature
4nd I heve no donbt that mine does, tool

Herbert's koenness is unparslleled, He knows all the
emaswers. His memory is estounding. And thsnk goodness, he ie
a St. Jims and Greyfriers fan, Herbert's enthusissm hes done @
1ot tu brighten the lives of meny in this sustere oge, when one
con delve into the pest es 2 form of esceplsm. He knows how
mach vur lives end thoughts have been gulded by the early resding
gbout the herces cf the Shell snd Remove. The influence of
these stories is raolly quite sstounding. Above all, they
disoriminste between right end wrong, decency smd osddishness,
the gentleman znd the snob.

Imagine life without wental pictures of the old quad st
St. Jims in the esrly December dusk, The tuck-shop being
bosieged after a heotlc battle on the footbsll field with the
Gramisr School. Smithy furtively stesling out 2% elevem =
otelock on & ¢old emd frosty night, end spotting the intruding
crecksmen Gereld Cutis, slipping into the Green ¥esn to plece
his bet with Benke the buokie.

The wood 8t Frisrdele cn s leafy June day, with the sun
shimeering cn the River Sexk. Courbfield Common esa the sutymn
gun sinks into the West.

The Femous Five psnting elong the dusty lesnes, without any
motor—cars in sight, putting on speed to prevent being late for
cell~over.

The village street at Rylcombe cn o hot sleepy day, end ﬂ;%

eab from the ststion clopping along bringing a new boy to St.J

The old Cloisters in moconlight snd shadow, es the Bounder
watch for the elusive crackemen. Tee in Study No.l with
the firelight glesming on & teble grosning under the weight of

The whir of bicycles om the footpeth bty the river. Duwly

PSPPSR AL -
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DEATH OF A FRIEND e

. by
Bexrbexrt Leckenby

Last month I hed to record the desth of one of cur youngest
members; now it is my sed duty to ennounce the passing of one
of the veterans, that good frieni emd comtributor to our pages,
Robert Artbur Henson Goodyear, He died in the evening of
November 24th at his home, Wintergleem, Whestoroft, Scerborough,
aged Tl. .

His -leeth ceme ss B great shock to me, for only a day or
two baefore I had received e letter mmd en erticle from him,
end durdng the very morning of the day he Aied I hed tried to
get him on the 'phone, quite unawere, of course, of whet wes
heppening. Hls end must heve been very suldem, for # newspeper
report stated he wae busy on 2 book until midnight the night
before.

There wea 8 touch of pathos ebout his lest letter to me, fo

in it he said, "No cne wente to pay me in my old esge for what I 1
write, yet I go on through pig-hesded perseverence. It was
different when I wes in my teems - then wot 1% .f my mamscripts
ocsme beck." ind cur friend in Cannda, Bill Gander, tells me in
en eir-meil thet in the lest letter he received Mr. Goodyeer ssld,
At 71 I em quietly edjusting myself to ineviteble eerly depsr-
ture from this stom-threatened globe." One feels s little misty
shout the syes #s one pictures him seated rt that well-worn
typewriter of his until slmost the very hour of his deeth.

For over 50 yesrs Mr. Goodyear had been writing grand,
thrillimg, cleen stories to delight the hesrts of boys. Then h¢
woe 17 he submitted a short fioibell serisl to Hamilton Edwerda,
seditor of the "Bays' Friend". Hemilton Edwerds was sc impressed
with it that he got in touch with the police st Barmsley whare
Mr. Grodyesr then lived to get confirmation of his ege. The
story was then published, and it must hove been ome of the firat
atordes devoled to football. He later contributed memy stcries
to baoys': pepers, but he wes best known for his school yerms whi
appesred in book form snd which were extremely populer e school
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prises, and mck in demand in the juvenile secticns of public
libraries. . .

He will be greetly missed by ‘all who resd the C.D., ssd
those of us who were yoing in.a long ego yesterday, will feel »
twinge of regret ot the thought that the ranks of those who
thrilled us then gro¥ very thin. .

-
_" Tmmmgﬂmmmm
w0 by Herbert Leckenby

b 4

*'Yos, wo 013 1t ogoinl It wes & perfect finish. ‘“There ws
not the minute to midnight axoitement of last yeers navertheles
there were scme anxicus momente.

Visy back early.in Sepbepber me fixed December 10th for the
finish of the typing, Depember 20th for the completion of the Jo
M1 wes going well until sbout a fortnight before "A" Dey, then
I began to have qualms. For deys it wes sm effort to hold o P
I was hsunted by the fesr that I should have tc teke to my bed,
e place I heven't spent & day in aince I weg & sohoolboy - and
that's a long time sgo. However, determingd. thet "™The Ammsl™
Must Coteh the Christmss Meile" I shook my indisposition, with
the ult thet, thenks tc splendid suppcrt by the duplicating
sgency’y everything worked out exeotly to plem.. - -

On the evening of December 20th I set”cff there end found s
huge stack all cumplete. I picked wp & cupy, and-fif hesrt geve
a bound.  Gushi didn't it look guod, that result of meny months?
hord work, 4 hurried glence through the peges. Yes, 211 looked
perfect. Then with & contented mind I settled down to preparing
them for mailing. The envelopes were .all addressed snd stemped
ready, snd et nine o'élock Myr. Wood and myseif staggered down to
the nearby G.P.0. Before I set.cff happily for home 90% were on}
thelir way to their destinations, and the rest wemt the following
dzy. Yes, s perfect finish, not too early, mot too lste for
Cheistoen, ) S

Browsing .over s oopy -t thome; howover, I found thot, despite
ell the care that hed been taken over the “Colleotors' Who's Who
 three names had been omittad, curiously enough a1l London members
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I had met on gy visdk. Well, it wes a tremendous job compiling
that list, end .some of you did not make it any the essier

not returning your guestiommaires. Anyway, my apclogles, and
we’ll make good Wy gliving their detells in thia issue together
with any others that may come to light defcre we go to press.

Anart from these cmissions I think we can oleim elmost a
cleen sheet, for I believe the typing errors could be counted on
the fingers of ome hend, end they're smell ones at that., Not
bed .considering there's probebly over 50,000 words.

There wean't time to receive any comments by post before
heliday, but I hed seversl by ‘phone - Bristol, Birminghsm,
Bijeford, Sheffield, London, Herrczate, ani what they seld - well,
e blush mounted my cheeks. And when my colleague game through
from Cexrdiff end I heard over 300 miles of wire "Supax”, why th
I knew it wes $c be for me = very heppy Christmss.

Then, on retwrming to my office sfter the bresk I found s
pile of lotters sweiting me, & record for ome dey. IMore followdd
cn sucoeeding deye. What & joy they were to read — smple com-
pensation for the work put into the Anmuel over memy months, for
they wore sll in highly complimentexry tones. One thing I wes
pertioularly pleesed to note: many of you hed dcone as I wished,
given details of the erticles which appealed to you most. Those
whe contributed srticles heve a right to kmow how thay were
spprecisted, There is nc time tc do enything this momth, but
in our Februsry mumber I propose to publish extrascts from letterd.
It will be a resl Job, for if I published them all they would
£111 the whole issua.

.And now plesse, idess for Anmusl No. 3.

M "1 Volume of Union Jacks, S0 issucs, dated Sept.1880
tc_august 1881, Offera invited. Alsc Union Jacks 1921-1931
for: sale. ' ‘W. Colecmbe, 256 South Avenue, Southend-cn-Sea, Esasex

WANTED: - éhaq: dons and 'l‘rlumpﬁn, nlso-deteils of the stories
and euthors in these papers. lLetters amswered. Jolm Y. Gocher
Junr., Victoris Cottege, Comstitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk.-

- s
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These are the omissions from the Collectors' Who's Who.

HALL, MAURICE; 21 Gresmero Avemue, Merton Park, London, S.W.19
Groups 5 Ee) (v) (4) :
8 (Modern Boy)

HASWELL, MAVIN. 19a, ILondon Rcad, Morden, Surrey.
Group 5 {e)

JOBNSON, THOMAS, Hsby Cottege, Haby Park, Neston, Wirrsl, Choshii

Group 5 (a).

The following “wants" shculd have been included with
ETWAHDS, W.E.3 Mill Green Park (Amnexe), Ingstestone, Essex.

Schuolboys' Own Libreries 5, 199, 201. 203, 205, 207, 209
end 211. Especislly 207. .

D Lt ¥ —

WANTED URGENTIY. Meognets end Gams up to 1937. Plense state
price. W. H. Jesle, unlock, High Street, Burnhsm, Bucks.

WANTED:  Nugget Libreries (Petenm Flint series); HNelson Lees,
1d. series, 100 end serlier; Empire Libreries; Aldine Dick
Turp:ins &nd Black Bess; Boys' Cemic Idibrery end Boys' Friend
3d. Iibrery sbout the same period. A few buoks for disposel.
W. H. Cluugh, 3 Fonthill Grove, Sale, Manchester,

FOR SALE:— 107 Magnets, mainly between 1931-34.

Nelsum jmen, 4, o 5. L6 ist N.5, 15, 2nd K S.

Ligts sent ¢n spplicetiou. Robert Blythe, 81 Alsen Rued,
Hollowey, London, N.7.

Of Special Interest to Nolson Lee gollegtors.
A personsl letter from Bdwy Sesrles Brooks will
sppear in our Februery issue.




THE P.C. WODEHOUSE SCHOOL STOTES
By lLeonard M. Allen

Long bYefore Pelham Grenville Wodehouse intrcduced his
famous charscters, Ukridge, Bertie Wooster, Jeeves, Archie Moffag,
Mr. Mulliner and the crowd at Blandings Caestle, to millions of
readers, he wrote 2 number of excellent public school stories.
Although he more or less sorved his suthor's apprenticeship with
these yarns they are by no means the lesst enterteining of his
work. Aoart from the inimitable Wodehouse brand of humour they
nlso included descriptions of sperting events, including foothel] ,
oricket sni boxinz, st esch of which the suthor was no mesn
exponent himself. Most of these stories were Introduced to his
Juvenile public through the pages of thet popular monthly magazige
"The Captein" end long after P.G, had sbsndoned this class. of
fiction,subscribers wore clamouring for more.

The first two serial ysrms to appeer were '"The Pothunters"
snd "A Prefect's Uncle". 'The‘letter was a diverting stury of
the trisls of Gethryfl , ¢ prefect of Beckford College, who is
inflicted with the custody of his unecle, o junicr at the seme
schcol. The next story fmm:! ihis 1llustrivus pen wes entitled
"The Geld Bet" which referred/e decouretion ewasrded %o the oaptain
of the leeding sporting house st Wrykyn College, the loss of
which under awkward circumstsnces formed the bssis of the plot.
Rugger enthusiasts were well cetered for by the inclusion of
paveral exciting msiches, expertly describedl. This appeared in
the 1903 volume and was followed by "The Heed of Ksys", snd, in
1905, by "The White Festher". The agtion of the latter took
plece egein et Wrykyn and introduced An wmsual type of hero,
one Sheen. The story opens with e fraces in the town adjoining
the College end illustrates the cowerdice of Sheem, who, instead
of sssisting his friends hard pyessed by the local rowdies,
deserts them and shows "the whitée feather". His subsequent
sheme and peinstaking endesvours to redeem himself mske sbsorbing
resding. Although the Wodehouse humour is not as comspicuous
sg in other yarns, this wes one of the finest school stordes
from F.G.
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"Jackson, Junior" following hard on the heels of "The White
Festher". was enotber tele of Wrylgm, this time introducing Mike
Jeckscn, who made cricket history for the college. The sequel,
oThe lost Lambs", considexred by the suthor to be his best schcol
yern, wee especislly noteworthy, for it introduced for the firet
time his famous cheracter, Psmith. Probably this wes the be-

of the end of the Wodehouse school stories, for so populgr
beceme Pemith, other stories hed to be written with this most
self-possessed character ss the eentral figure; these, in the
course of time, tock the setion into en adult world. The first
of these wss "The New Fold" which appesred in Volume 20, the stoxy
opened with both Pemith end Jeckscn et College, but they were
quickly projected into the busimess werld. The story wes later
republished ss sn sdult work ratitled "Psmith in the City" end
wes 8 best se . ir for years, Follcwing the suthor's visit to
the U.S.A. in 1909 enother Psmith atory appeared in "The Captein
and every advantage wes token of Americen experiences. The actidn
tcck place in New Yurk end concerned the leunching of a megswzine
“Cosy Moments", The story wes republished under the seme title
es & bound buok - "Pemith, Journglist”.

Wodehouse only contributed ome other seriel to the magezine
after the Psmith series, this was "The Eighteven Coret Kid" which
appeored in Volume 28 for 1912. The plot deslt with o new set
of charscters, including Ogden Furd, 2 rather repellent American
youth, end the scene wes set ot an English public school, Letexr
it wes republished by Methusn es sn edult novel wnder the title
of "The Iittle Nugget".

spart from the letter, 211 the atories mentioned were re-
published by Black's, several in their populsr Boys' Librery,
alongside such suthors ss R.S. Werren Bell and R.A.H. Goodyesr;
elso included wes e volume of short etories under the title
upales of St. Austin's®. This wes s collection of stories which
hed sppesred in “The Captein” from time %o time, tcgether with
some from "The Public School Msgazine" end sn originsl, "A Shoclkdn,
affair’. The two stories, "Jeckson Juniox" and wihe Lost Lambe?
were combined ss one whole yarn under the title "Mike".

Other Wodehouse short stories eppeared in the magesine be-
tween the serisls "The Gold Bst® snd "Phe White Peather”; these
deslt with Wrykyn Cullege, and in his preface to the latter,
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P.G. states, "I wented Messrs. Black to publish these, but they

waere light on their feet end kept swey - a painful oah:lbitim
of the White Feathex".

——000—_

mmmmww@mowm' BOOK CLUB
D AT 12° ASHBURNHAM PLACE, GREENWICH, 5.E. 10,
ON SUM. 5th DECEMBER, 1948.

We opened the meeting ot 7.30 p.m., after weiting & con-
sidersble time for members to errive. Unfortunately, we had to
remain &8 we were, 8 little band of ten. I would like to state,
before giving this report, thet sttendencd have bean getting
rether poor letely, end, (I'm spesking om behelf of the committeq
end the hosts) we would be very glad if members would cooperste
more, and if they find themselves wnsble to attend, to commmicsi
with the 8ccretery to thet effect. Our very genisl hosts,
ir. end Mrs. Wright, hed prepored £ wonderful spread with hapdly
enyone to est it, end there wes 8 nice arrsy of Christmss
nfalendarn, d-swm spoainlly by lir, Robert Tidter, awoiting ommore
a8 everyone present elresdy possessed one, He had to bring
81l back agein., A fair emount of business wee done, and if morg
members hed turned up, thoy woull-beve enjoyed a grond evening.
And now for the report.’

-AS ususl, the é:imtes of the Nevember mecting were real by
the Secretery, =nd signed by Mr., Cheirmen, ns being correot.

Sevarsl lettere were reed out, snd discussed, amongst which
wea an:offad By ¥, Colemiba . that of uevwz hisa bme for r Fatvred
mestdud . TL wn lenided theid Lhe Huoveiary shueld writa and
give him ceriain-dnformeiion eppurieining to the ¢lub, and ask
him 4o .become s member. We all 1iked the idee of a meeting in
Southend .

't, . The, party wes discussed, end it was decided to postpone it
to the 8th Jemgry, at Mr. Feyne's convenience. A ciroulsr
letter is to be 1spued to all mewbers, end replieca will be
NecEsenTy, .88 Jir. Feyne wents mmbers. Alsc we sgreed that we
would 1ike g8 nesr se posgible, equality of the sexes, as it is
more fun for gma, ete,
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A point wes refsed obout rules, smd it wee unenimously
egreed that s set of rules should be compiled in Jamary,

The Chairmen brought up the matter of [~ T

attendance and decided to write to
member, to the effect that the Club
would like to kmow, one wey or the .*
other, whether he wished to remein o
member or not, 88 the Secretoxy had
glready sent several letters over the
peat three months end received mo -
reply.

The Tressurer then gsve hs
report, and we found curselves to
be & little in hand with the funds,
efter all deduotions had been made,
inoluding refreshmente, Mr. Whiter
then reed out a letter from the firm
deeling with the bedge, who had steted
thet they might be sble to ocome to
terms. He informed members how he
bad replied, and steted that he hed
ot received sn snawer to hia lotter
up to the time of the meoting. Subs
weré colleoted. Members ore requested
to bring or semd their cerds, es e
fine might be instituteld for those
Jnot doing so.

Jottings fur the resesrch were
hended in, and these included s
page on the Msgnet, from Mr. Leslie
Brenton of Emll), » postal member.,
work,. Lesliel Mr, Cherlie Wright is
to be congrotulated on his jottings
of the Gem, which comprised am exerviss
book helf full, written in » mimute
hend. He informed us he had memaged [
to reed twenty-five. That, wo 81l
agreed, 88 8 marvellous schievement,
Mr. Blythe suggested that 2 member of
each circle be respomsibvle for the
Jottings and these nemed wore dogided.

Wanted:
Billy

8y Sunday Cupnteh Reperter
TT'HE O Boys' Beok Club.
swop. buy, amn seli schootboy

!':..llﬂ'-h. 29 to 30 years agu
ﬁm:ﬂ"llilm

(.‘i"nh omnr it

ariey ont,

Ic;:nw .. Bonier, 23 M4
Bendgus: in

- ondoe:. N, i
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The Magnet =—e— Mr, John Gesl.
L. The Gem . ——— Mr. (. Wright.
'@elelsm Lee — Mr, Robert Blythe.

It wes dec:la'& to heve & trisl with Sextom Blake, snd this is in
Mr. Ben Whitor‘tf e handa, 80 some on, Blske fems, send in
your jJottingst them to me, and I'll let Ben have them,

Next came the lset major book pricing, that of the Gem, Tt
wes decided io split up, ss for the Megnot, asccording to cover
colours. Thore eve slight differences in the prices of the laker]
Gems, snd hara is the teble:r-

Green, Stert to 1916 (middle of the yeosr) ;
sccordiny: to condition end covers. 2/6 to 1/6

Blue and White 1916 to 1917 1/9 t2 1/6
" om " 1918 to 1922 1/6 to 1/-
Coloured - 1923 to 1930 . 1/= to 943
1931 to 1937 94, to-6d,

1938 to the end -~ - 6a.

014 early numbers arecounted es gpecisliged mbars. T:ut 88 for
the other books, only ©dd pumbers wented to meke up s seriea. &
The next meet.‘mg is provisionally Sundsy 2nd Jawmtifry ot
Mr. Peckmsn's house, 27 Archdale Rcad, Esst Dulwich, 'S.%.22, but | -
of ccurse this depends on the date of the perty. Hemba:s wi].l bef.
notified. . ) -

A Quiz folliwed, snd this wms won by Mr. L. Psekman; setond]
was Mr, Wright, sand joint third Mra. E, Whiter, and Mr.B, ‘Hhitea.'
Two votes cf thmks were offerpd, one tc our idnd host, and
his wife, smd onc tc Mr, Robert Whiter, who improvieel the quiz
while the meetin; wes actually in progress, .
The meeting closed st 9,30 p.m. , " .
Attendence wes 88 fcllows:~ Mr, snd Mrs. Psckmen, Mr, end . |..
¥ra. Wright, Mr, and Mrs. R. Whiter, Mies Butcher, Messrs.
R. Blytha, J. Ceel, and B, Whiter. . - _ ;
(Bon. Seoretery). - g i
G Lo!dlhi}: m,

d Iquloh ﬁa oy
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Frank Richerds -~ Honorary President
Dear Mrs. Bob,

Many- thanks for your letter. I would have
enswered earlier, but that fot chep Bunter has been crowding
everything else off the typewriter. I am very plessed end
interested to hear that the Bock Club is progressing so favour-
gbly: sond if the members desire Frank Richards to be Honorsry
President, why, Frank, 1ike Berkis, is willing! I rgexd it as
® very greot homour, end if sll the members erc satisfled with
the selection, so be it

Pleese tell Bob that I wes very pleased end
amused with his cerd the other dAsy. At the first glence T
thought it really was Bunter; then I discovered thet the specs
hed been sdded by an ertistic hemd! I have Just- henxd from:
Mecdonald thet ho will be doing the sketch Bob wented, though
it will heve to weit e little — but better lete then never.

With kindest regerds,
Yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

Readers' Views on the Bunter Books

will sppeer in the Februszy issue.

EOR SALE: Bresking complete Megnst collection:

008¢ coples for sale in complete yeers (1917-22,
1923, 1930403 85 Udion Jacks; 55 Schoolboys! Owns
(Rockw.ood, Greyfriars); 52 Boys' Priendss
113 "Greyfriers Horelds" (including #d. series)s
25 Boya' Frienl libraries; 1938 Holidey Anmal.
John Shew, 4 Brunswick Perk, London, S.E.5.
Telephome: Rodney 4862.
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Conducted by Robert Blythe
81 Aleen Roed, Hollowsy, fondon, N.7.

The bock "Boys will be Boys", published s short time ego,
has probably proved 2 popular toplc of conversation smong enthusi
astie collectors, but although I found it both interesting and
extremely entertsining, it sppeers to me thet the suthor hes not
portrayed the Nelson Lee Stories in e fovoursble or even r fair
light. Indeed, to mc it seems the whole book is written in an
ironic veln, A-biassed resder of the N,L. who finds many
feults but confesses to hrving reai only e few (or even none st
211) would be excused for seylng, "I told you 80" and therefore
I think it sdviseble in the interests of just oriticism, to
exemine briefly what Mr. Turnex, hes to sey én the subject of the
N.L.L. Apsrt from certein references to Nelson Lee a8 a detee-~
tive, the euthor's comments on the school ere confined to the
description of only three of the stories, and osven in one of thede
he has Incorrectly presented the facts. In a stetement which hd
doubtless belicves to be e comprshensive criticlsm he summarizes
the sctivities of St. Franks thus (p.217) - "When their school
was not in the throes of revolution” (s roference to the "schoo}ll.?y
communist series) "or buing mechim-gurmed under searchlights, +
boye of St. Frenks had friendly controts with Ireme & Co of &
neighbouring school." The reader unfamilisr with the N.L, in
1ts entirety will naturelly infer from this thet St. Franks was
in 2 contimued state of fermenting commmistioc revolt interspersql
occesionally with gun battles with gengsters =nd orgies of
freternisaticn with the looel academlic belles. Exouse mel
Mr, Turner, but what rot! It seems tc me that instesd.of re-
viewing the Librery os a whole he has chosen to plek out one or
two series in order to furnmish suitsble materirl with which to
smse his resjers. Why, for instenoce, should he devote twe end
a helf peges cut of the five ellctted tc the N.L. 'tc the dssordp-
tion of ® series which is not in eny wey outetending, end ignore

r
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meny of the reslly fine stories which sre to be found, Can it
be thet it wes chosen in an sttempt to be topicsl?  And wea that
why it was considered importent cnough to be mentioned on the
dust—jacket? If so, I think 1t bed criticism to seorifice the
balenced judgment of e oriticsl review in ordier to psnder to the
prosent—dsy feeling of snti-communism., Apart from the stories
mentioned he tries to mske ns believe that the "smswers to
correspondents” guoted were gerulne, when, of course am we know,
they were entirely fictitious, supposedly writtem by Hendforth.

I don't think it is necessery for me to enlarge upon the
subject, nor is it needful to urge collectors to reed the W.L.
for themselves, but I feel, s Mr, Turner's review is so inede-
queate, thet I sm justified in thus dsfeniing an unfrirly msligned|
Library of first—-class boys' stories.

There is Just space enough to =neswer the queries of two
correspondents. First, Mr. Smith of Norfolk, "The Monster" wea
issued monthly, end ren to 19 issues. 411 the stories were To-
prints of early St. Franks yorns. The cover artist was Valds.
The first 5t. Frenks stories in the "Gem", sfter the amflgamtiont
were reprints, but leter were entirely originel. E.S.B. did writ
ell the St. Fronks sicries, both in the N.5L. end the "Gam".

Hr. J. Cook of London osks, "Where is St. Fronka?" It is in
Sussex oni three miles from the cosst. Further informstion I em
uneble to offer o8 no more specific locetion hes ever b.en given
to my knowledgs. 4nd here, tor'ommd things off, rre the next
twenty titlos.

71. The Cese of the Reinocoat. 72, The Sacret of the Mertello
Tower. 73, Blue Diemcnis. 74, The Caves of Silence. 75, The
Night bveforc the Triel. 76, The Affeir of the Nabob's Jowsls.
77, The House of Hesard., 768, 4 Christmes of Peril (The first
Xmes No.)s 79, The Myatexy of the Closed Door. 80, The Mil-
Atlentic Mystery. 81, The Plentetion Mystery. 82, Harlo the
Hypnotist., 83, The Brokenm Vese. 84, Tracked to the Trenches.
85, The Circle of Terror (The 18t of these ysmms)., 86, The Grest
Alr Mystery. 67, Millions et Steke., 83, The Yellow Mask,
89, A Stubborn Cese, 90, Momm, the Miser.

Note: Through unsvoideble circums$ences, the Nelson Lee
Colwm wzs Just too lste for publicstion lsst month. H.L.)
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JIMY SILVER AND BESSIE BUNTER COMING BACK!

Rose Lawn, Kingsgate-on-Sea,
Eent,
December 21st, 1948.

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

T -think I like the C.D. better end better every time. Now
I em looking forward to the Anmusl, !
. Speaking of Anmuels, "Tom Merry's Stummer Ammmal® is ‘bocked
to appear in 1949, published by William Csmpion Itd.,
26, Manchster Square, London, W.1. 7T have Juet finished wri
& "Rookwood" story forx it.

Psge 3% of the C.D, records » really remsrkeble coincidencel
One could slmost imagine that Mr. Packmen had had telepathic
tip! Tom Merry certainly will de on the mep agein in 1949 — -
wa hope eerly in the yeer,

I don't know whether 1t mey intorest you to lmow thet it is
proposed fo publish some of my verses esrly next Year, Vil T evep
tell you that during the War I wrote s volime of verso oalled

"The Bnrorofl Dellade"? Like Schwbertis celobrated ‘oymphony it
remained unfinigshed — the Wer oame to &n end, so the volume of
verse did.not. . However, several of the "balladas" were dompleted
end one of %hose will probsbly see the light. B |

iy
] Now "Hilde Richards" is sbout to get busy with Bessie Bunter
I don't suppose that thel charming young lrdy will mske her
sppeeTence before next October; but Hilde is very hsppy to be
writing sbout Cliff Homse School sgain. It's a jolly old world,
isntt 1¢7
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Best of wishes for Christmas, my deer boy, and mgy the C.D,
in the New Yeer contimue to be 2 Constent Delight end »
Contimuous Deleotation.

With kdnd »egserds,
Yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

++ + &

SUFPORT FOR AIFRED HORSEY

706, Lordship Lsns,
Wood Green, London, N.22,
December 8th.

Desr Editor,

I would like to endorse our old friend Alfred Horsey's lett
regerding the birth of the meeting ides. I can remember wsy be
warly in the wer, Alfred meking plans for such meetings end the
dinner with our worthy Frenk Richsrde ss ohief guest. To him
I owe my first introductions into our cirele snd shell slways
be very grateful to him for ssme.

Yours sincerely,
ROBERT H. WHITER
+ + + +

SELECT YOUR SIXES

27 Archdsle Roed, E. Tulwich,
london, $.E.22. 23.11.48.
Deaxr Editor,

During s quiet evening last week, whilst thinking shomt th
varions 014 Boya' books and the many stories I had read, I trie
to think of the six which to my mind were the most outetanding.

This wes, of coume,a very difficult tssk, bus on dus refl
tion it worked out es followss
1. Fother Christmes Must Get Through (School in the Beckwoods),
2, The Housemoster's Homeooming (St. Jims). 3, School& Sport
(B. Priend 3d. Id.hrary.z 4, Billy Bunter's Reformation (Greyfri

s Figgins Fig Pudiing (St. Jims), 6, A Christmss of Peril
?H. Leo Xmos mumber). — Now,I sm quite sure that every resder
maﬁt“m“ Meubh rinted in hie memory, snd 1t ‘zi‘ld b
iﬁd de. How cnt a:iing 3 ‘aélgh"mugﬂ(’ gﬁs ilxgc Salt

the 40 the C.D.? chrsvvxys




411 Correspondence %o
H, #i. Bend, 10, Brw Wen, Rhiwhine, Coardiff,

THE ROUND TABLE |
4 Heppy New Yeer to rll fellow Blske lovers! Moy the coming
lyeer bring you all heppiness and good heelth, and mey the paper
retion be incressed to such em extent es tc ellow of the rosump—
tion of a Blske weskly end en incrense in the monthly issues of
the Sexton Bleke Library. 1948 wes not what I might cell en
gventful yeer in the life of our favourite detective and I again
have to deplore the lack of umen interest in the stories as com-l
pered to those of s decade ego. lLest Jamary I finished my
Round Teble chet with the words "here's hoping that 1948 will be
e resl Bleke yeer". Well, it wes certsinly not so, ot lesst =e
far a8 the Libreries wore concerned, elthough I must give credit
for e pumber of very well written detecctive stories. Then I a8y
"detective stories” I wish to comvey that the said yerns could
heve featured ény cummon or gsrden slouth ingtesd of Plake., In
the old days # Bloke story stood out ebove, or should I sey sp
from s8ll others of the seme {ype inessmach a8 they dbrought The
From Baker Street right intc your existence, The yerms would
heve been nothing without Blake,for he and Tinker were the ster
attractions and their everydsy lives were handled with feeling
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diseriminotion wheress the lastest efforts sre written purely ss
thrillers with little or no thought to the personslitles feetured
in them. But there I go again, I sm alwoys grumbling st the assme
thing and the himalgamsted Preas take nct the slightest notice of
my, or for thet feet snybody's, criticlsms, in faot & letter from
the Editor tc one of our band last yeer wes, to sey the lesst,
impertinent, However, we must not grumble toc much, time encugh
for mosns end grcans when cur beloved Blake dianppesrs from the
bookstalls altogether, though Heeven forbid that thet should ccme
sbout. Ye can elwsys turn to the past, thenk goodness!

Looking back through 1948 we find one or two chenges in the
S.B.L. worthy of mention. In February the cover desigm was
eltered slightly snd I, personelly, du not think the change wes »
good one for one especisl resson. That wos that for the first
time for many yesrs the author's name woe missing. Ome had to
turn to the first pare of the story to ses who had written it, =nd
althcugh this moy, to the modern resders smyhow, sesm & little
thing to grumble st, it was, and still is, the peseing of an cld
tredition tc us older resders. Somechow the title of the stoxy
encesed within & red eircle smd epperently beroft of outhorship
wag 8 most unfcrtunste change,end e most unnecesssxy ong to my wey
of thinking. Ancther thing, 1t d1d not give the seme soope to tie
artist designing the cover. He now hes only threc quarters of
the ccver spece. Needless tc soy, however, the estimeble
¥r. Eric . Perker still msmeges tc do his stuff in grest style.
What SHOUID we do without him, He seems to be the last rome:
link with the old days. I wonder if he ever studies his design
of the famous Sexton Bleke Bust?

Then in June encther chenge came, sgsin e very slight one b
egain dimpensing with smcther old link with the pest. It wns the
eliminntion of the Chapter numbers, Now we heve only the titles
to eoch chepter instesd of the génerelly sccepted Chepter One,
Chepter Two ete. etc. Ncw why on’eerth hed this change to come
gbout? hy, even the chespest of chesp thrillers have Chepter
Rumberst! Is it emy good asking the A.P., I wonder?

Once ogein cur old friend Anthony Persoms heeds the list of
suthors, whe incidentally number eight inm 11, with e totsl of
seven stories., His output wes the seme ss in 1947, I might add.
Second place wes teken by sncther of the old timera, Rex Hardinge
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He menaged gix yerns, John Hunter, sliss Peter Meriton, ceme
third with three etories (seme 28 ih 1947) aad Lewis Jacksca,
Welter Tyrer end Jolm Drummond s1l comtrituted two esch. Now
thare sre-some signs that the poople up st Fleetway Houde are .
plenniing to dispose of all the older elements in the Sextom Bl
stoty, unless, of course; we have Iost one or two writers for &
resgon or other. I wes sorry to mote, for insteance, that Gilb
Chester was not. one of the eight suthors concerned. It ia y
meny Yyeers sinmoe Chester eterted writing for the Litwery end 19
woa the first yeer in which he wes entirely missivig, During
war he was on top 1ine with Anthomy Pera-ns and even in 1947 he
contrituted three stories. Now slthough I have never been & Tes
Chestor fan I do think that he wes e mester of the gquick ectiomn
type of Bleke story and hes done much fine work for the ceuse,
It is therefore very regrettsblo thet he should be sbsemt from
Round Teble for so long end I only hope thst hid sbsence is not
due to his demise. -~ The A.P. wouldn't tell us, snyhow. I mast
iy andﬁndantmethmgabmtthumttermdd]lletm
know lﬂ.ter.

I was delighted to noté 4he return of two old favourites,
Ome of these, Werwiok Jardine, wes & great fawourite
m‘%he laﬂasr helf of the 2nd series, snd it wes he who was res-
{ponsible for the outstending "Ted Flamsghen” series. I hope we
shall sep more of him during'1949. His first story for the 3rd,
serics, "The Men From Algiers” {¥o.179) was an extra long end
interesting effork.. . The second old/new srpivel wis Martin !‘ralap.-
W& 1est hesxd from him with "The Fatsl V Sign" (3rd series No.26)
in June 1942, so he wae sbsent just over 6 yeers.

I thiuk the following tsble will give you all e better idea
of the 1948 Blake-progrsmme then could be put intd words, bat in
conclusion T would llke to point cut thet ocur very ldMﬂd
Tawis "Leon Kestrel® Jeckson hss been abeunt mince last May
(s long gep this time). 4 very welcome return to the fold was
John Druamond. I, smongst others, term him the
“new Gwyn Evens".
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get hold of omy or sll of the §.3.l. i8suse for 1948 we ere
printing s detailed list of titleh., This list will be the fors-
rurner of & series of such lists, latér ones Jeal'ng with tho
iaguies of previous yeors. In due course, therefore, ‘sll readers
will Beve e complete record of the Libreries from No.l of the
first Beries in 1915 up to dete. AlL the necessery dsta ere’
not at_the momeni eveilsble, but we kope to ccaplete o= records
‘ere long. I sheli welcome sll opinions. of thls schome.

4his oppotunity of thenking ell’those who-haye written to me
(2nd tu my co-editor) preising the Dleke srticles in the
Decudber C.D. and the Annusl,  ind plesse don't forget -
articles on Sexton Blake are urgently ssked for!

- i ik

g b Mt Mg "
Ind now, for the bemefit of” thode who heve not been sbla to

" o conclude this issus of Slekiena . should like to take

H. M. BORD.
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Third Serice 159 - 182

The Case Of The Doped Hesvyweight

The Gargoyle of Polgelly

The Income Tex Conspirscy

The (ase Against Dr. Ripon

The Mystery of the Shadowed Footbelley

The koot of Pekisten

The Ceae of the Stolen Mine

The Curse of the Track

The Mystery of the Red Cucketoo

The Men Who Went Wrong

The Mystery of the-Desexrted Cemp
The iffair of the Spiv'a Seeret

The Man “Who Backed Out

The Cage of the Africen Emigrant

The Motor Coech Mystery

Tha Secret of the Afriesn Settler
The Mystery of the. Ong Dey Aldbi

The Riddle of the Sesled Ruom |

The Riddlo of the Fuasien Dride

The Case of the Amertcan Touziats

The Wan from flgiers

The Mystery of Awvemie Roed
The Riddle of Highweymsn's Stona

The 'L‘om of Shadows
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