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3dit or, Miac.:Qen ;:.oue Section 
l!Gr.bGrt Leok rirtby. TGlophonc ~NlJliG ,. 

c/o Centrlll Ragis try, lforth ~rn OOl!llli::m, rork 

PRru fflE EDITOR' S OHAIR 

'l!brnlts, J eck.I Thero 1a quit e E lot nbou"t th!. ii'NO t <m1,Dt, 
th e York oxbibltion 1 in oth ur p~Sf bur u I must oey in my fire' 
son teJICe- tlwt t' gr<;rt dor.l. of tho cNdi t _ for :Lts ino GpUpn goos 
t o· J~ck Wood, jO\IJ:Jltllint nnd stlltmcb membvr M ' th e cl ~n . In 
f Gct , 1f it brdn•t been for hint it 1IIBY' never have hepponM ct el , 
Let me orplldn . • ·• 

For e long ti.ms· I had toy od with tho id e~; but I bod never 
got to th o poil:l,i" of epproeobing t1:io pOWGre th.ct be . '1'h6<!1. eomo­
~ hsppGtled. On&-cltly lset S~tember JllClc Wood t~ e euoll 
ciow You•e ancient StODSgt'to, J\lbt " etnill,)pt: it !114 .. · 
·results. In th& window of the dlzpllc atlng llg0Jl07 he spotted (' 
copy of t hEo C ,D. Being int erest ed f'°1? e reoeon thet will SOQn 
be eppsrun t, he wrote t o ·mo, md in'lited mo w tee , r -eccupted 
with eleority , and lot end behol4t I found-m- mil es 8Ylf11 f'JaD 
~ on bane a fellow .-tbll81aat nth • tine oolleotion, the 
Jielson Leee predominatillg, ( Jun · feJlOY', ho ' cl bce n ooll eotiilg 
f or 20 y .. era, yet . we h&d known· eecb other not.) 
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Wall, those of you -,,, haft mu JIU! will gues ~ ,met he ?~ 
next . 

~, et our second ,m,aetillg I rur.,pe.iied to ID61ition tlu! ids 
of en GXhibUion. , Jack t};o~t it a good one end off~ to pu 
:Lt to the Chief Librarian with whClll he had s busiDeQ #qllPtnt 
~ jumped ,~ the prop0&al . A fl1fl days later Ja¥ ~ellg d ne ~. 
the Lib .rerian wos ft1Tourab1f impressed, end w01'1d ~ to telk. i 
ovar . Thon thinp ~ 9,lli-~. .AB s.oon rus I :prodllc~ soma 
epeoimsn c!;llliea thQ th .rerien excl.~&d, "Wh.t', yea., I'll be 
doligh.ted. to m:ike fl diepiey ~ ~6111. °Wht't , ~qod ila1>t" Didn' 
,q heert giw a lx,andl A date. ,ms-.find ·stvigbt fl'<lfq, and. Iii 
subsequent talks the Libraril'll llbow9d as mu.ch enthusil!l!lll ea tr:a:, 
of ,us could h!Jve don a . And tllet, briefly, is how what ws be6n 
oa ll od a uniqu e diaplq !!lid t ho tll'llt or its kind ocme into llai 

·- But th et 1sn 1t sll J !'ok ·Wood Mei., ' for e good IDflll1 of th o 
papers on shOlf oeme from his oo'llection. And here lot me l'.lso 
cordi a lly express 'l!ff gtttitude to Cli-w Simpson, Bill Martin , 
'Jim Sh epherd, Harry Dowlor, ~ogor janld.ns and Arthur Rarris for 
losnil:lg sOIIIII very sp oei t>l tiamll . A gQOd comper,,y ours. 

Trying to do filsht by Ch1lrli e Wright. Oneof th e bi.ghli€ ht 
.of my London holidey 9 es II nine .bou:rs, dllak to dnn, oon-stop 
cbst by Cbl!rlie ilrlght 1a hospita bl e firesid e - Chsrll a gattin6 11 

word in II01I 8Illl again . On rif¥ return I rupeicl, ,him _by fPTg&tting 
,to send him one O .D. i than I m:1.ssed him out of th e "Collectors I 

Who ta Who" in. the .Annulll, wan tliou8h I wee of~ thiJlk1illr etbout 
him - o ceH of not being r bl c:i to !Jee wood to r the trees. 

• I p1'0lllia6d fei thfully I would make reporation in tho J l'l 
C .D. !l!o mr CC}?ISternetion nothi?lg appoered - but this t1m9 ii; 
iraan•t Ill)' tinll.t. Cherlle 1s c torgivi.ng fellow - we•ro still 
good friends. ~. I'll ae o it's 11,1 ~s tjm e if notb,ing 
slee t tis. So here' a whet should ha.va bean in th s Aimual., 

- -~~ \ .~, 12 .uh~ Roed., Greemdch 1 Lollllon.s .E 
*e~fJ~ 1 ~~ ~!f.;,l~}.; .(b) (ir) (d.). 
' • • 1 • 6 \•1 (lt ) . 7· 
H~ )>eellJ~~tt&d as e coll61)tor for ·about 25 J991'9. Geve up 
~ th o, wi,r b\lt etsr.tad agebl about two y el!N ego. lfO'lf 
get~~ quit, e -~ coU,ooUou togethvr • 

. lfre.! ~t .ia d.eo e Sea<m lllalr& fflD . 

"',!t!' .!!r Il .. --+---



.,., 
~hc,uld St. 'Frank•• .rile II§!~ OD ll!IOtb.er l)eg& epp8n11 11 

v,:q intftNSUllg letter boia Hr . '&. S. :Brooke. Orte wonden th 

-.htitbe:r hit ie qui,~ OOl!ft!!)t when he lle;JII the pr narart geD8llrtiOJJ 

bqya wan\a 11ometbiAg dlff-t to the t11laon J,ee 7'81!111 we know . 

What ebout the 8UCJlllH or ~ Buntar 'books? 'l'bo first h8B 1101 

gyar 25, 000. They oni, 111 ,u h"1I 'baen 'bOUBht 111 MRgnoti.tes. 

~ .not e ".lilppor of St . Pz:.4illal" on 111mlar 11.nea • . Wlult do 

th1Dk? JmrtBY, you qt"& p1ent:, oI opportuni t:, or roediJJg 

"E. s . llrooks, o.NCal i.t he's ~oed ea l!orle&la, Clrey or Viotor 

G11DD. 

TEI: YORK .EKBIBITIO!l ,.. Om:...T SOOC.liSS 

"SCl:IIE'l'FEG U5ISUE" IS ~ vmDIC'r 

BJ Horbert ~ 

I've bed oOl!le thrillo dllriDg the lest two 7eers - I cert e 

got enot her on& when I entorod tho 'Jhmt Boom' nt tho Yorlt Pub 

Librer,r on th& fi.ret waning of the 'El:htbition of Old Boye ' 

( J anu!!l')' 17th - 29th 194 9 ) • . Pio tun e llpll01oall r'Qal, bf8 e 

t o hold en eudien oe of 88Ydrlll bundreda . Right down tho oent 

two ran of 088GBJ f'l<mg th e wells nuapetper llt Onda - not 

elwwing the Times, Daily 111.rror, Yorlalhire Post end the rest of 

the deilloe, but th o pepere ,re t_olk ebou t ye r in nnd year o~. 

Tluae they ware , from the BoyB' Own Poper to Pox• 11 Spring-Heal 

Jeck; from t r.at VTf%7 first Sexton Blake story in lll9' t.i th e 

Jlilllllll'7 1949 Sexton Blall:e Librol'Tl id-Geill end llep&t cheek by 

jcwl wi-th a 7/6d Bunter Booq lamber l at the lelaan tee L1 · 

end the fmt St. :rrankBJ Pluob tJnd Pilots - llervela end Jib,} 

Boye, Bo.rs of England., .Big Blad&et• 8lld Boys' Prionda; Scouts 

Skippers, Comrades l!Jld Chip11J 'Bleok .Bees and Boya ' Stendorda 

ell th&ee end hundreds morv. Veti~ "• more thlm one Wll8 bee 

tc.i a111: "Th<1ru' a nl1Y8X' b een l!fVtbing l.1lca tb1a shown in public 

bef on." 
It was e trGat t o boa:r e~ of tbs OOJ1111811t111 for inetl!DCG, 

the couple with 11hita in th&1r l:leh', pulliJI« up before a Boye • 

Friend of 1902. Said tba lmll\end , "Sitbe, I 1111ed to ~ that 
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when ,re ,n;r& coortins'' - end hie partner r eplied with o leugb , 
"qe, the did, and I Wied to tb1nlt you t bou8tlt more ebout i t t 
the did eboat me." A r oilweyman, nth 'llhom I got int o =r 
U on , so id , "Is there o ' Surprise ' ?" - I pointed out 11 CJPY of 
~t psp a:r, ritb its fsntt1Btio stor1es1 e broed grin spread 
bi s fac e aa be said, " Oosb t I Z'6!!Hlmber blqiDg that vory copy on 
lZI.Y w,sy to eo!iool." A 11ohoolbo,y axcl oillled , "Oohl L. ok , e c"llllio 
tr»: e he'peney ". - and e ohep in his tw6nt1 as 1, ,okad e t !I "MsgnGt 
end s ighed, "I wish it cme out now." Theso were just " fw at 
the ocmmunt a I hee rd. 

Tb.a Librerisn CDlll O round with e nlll!lbar of visit ors, Md.
0 

in 
ch ot with him e1'terwtlrd.s he eeid be believed i t wns gdng to pre e 
on e o:! tb11 ccst succ es sful exhibitions they hed ave r put ,-n et 
the Librer;r. 

I WG11t ht.mo wrlld.ng on PirJ c,ne of DtY fo ndeat drosms hod 
come through . 

Es rli~ s•D I br...rl b90!1 intervi ewed by e l rul,y co rr esponden t 
the Yarlcshir 6 Evening Press. You will se e whet sh e thought 
ebout it ell. 

Neturo l ly, I go t e gu, d de1:1l of peruc.nal eetisf s oti on out o 
ell this , bUt met pleases mo most 1a thet it i e such o aoore f (.: 
the b obb;r . Yvrk: i s f emous tho world ,, •or , 110 when th o City 
i'eth ere spons or e show lik e this it i8 en event of no 11 ttl e 
moment t o 114. Mot long ego we WGre inclined t o l ook upon our­
selves es kind of Cin1orell!'s in the collecting world - we • er a 

ea . eby of nd.m,.tti.ne we collue t ed t he pe-oere of our ycuth , tl8 e 
bo;r -ovar hie first lov e effe ir . However, in th & near words of 
t he • gr uedy, Bessi e Bunter-lik u girl in the l eto lament arl • It ma • 
''But it ' .11 all ~t nowt" 
Leet Minute Flash: Sinc e 1'ri ting th e ebove I have po.14 &ii'V8%"11l 
visi t e · to 'the exhi bition . I've been bo:nbardod with questions . 
I've been tol d doa!IIl.8 of timoe1 "It Is s reel treat" by both men 
ll1Jd 'lltJll8D. , in fe et, I I ve been aurprla ed at tho interest sh= 
'~ tne Iediee . Tea, ct s trath., we•ve rung the bell 8ll righ t . 

-o-o-(1-()-().. 

~ Schoolboy ' s Om, !Jos . 292, ,,4a B.O .P . Vol. No . 35 1 
Cep\ei.Da, c~ . com:1C8. L.M.ill.en , , Montgomery Dr1ve , 
Sh~ i e).d 7• . 
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G'Offi' ON 'l'HE ANBUAL J.lEETl1IG OF THE 1071DOll . 
READqUAlll'ERS OF THE OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB, 
HEW A1' 27 .AllCHDALE ROAD, E. DUll'IICH, ON 
S1lliDlI, .2nd J ANUAHY, 1949. - . . 

With th e arriva l of the NIIW Yaer, C8111e th e AmNaJ. J!eeting 
the Cl~b, end, in spit e of incl 8111ent •aeth er, '11'6 had e better 
IIIUBt.&:t:,tben tot:' Dec811lb er 1948. . 

w~ g ot tmJY. to 8 fine et er t at 6 p.m. with the reeding an4 
~ -~ th e mirtutae of the December mee~. .Mi;,,,. phai.rlilm1 · '. · 
showed th e Club the Minute Book hl wMeh alt · th n ·mil'mtee · from . · 
SQl)t~mber 6th bed bean wrltt=, and at At ed tha t·: ~e- wishl.n:!i'~ 
insp e ct it WqB 11t liberty to do so when they ohoee . The ·a!lllla .,, . 
sppUed to t he Account Book. 

Letters were ren d out ·, ruld l>eUJB mqstly f-rom members tlllllbl o 
to e tt &nd, wa~ ·s oon dea lt with. 

Th e Tr ooeurer gave bis re!)()rt, end. we were found to · oo' still 
in hand -rlth the funds . With regnrd to th e badge , Mr . '\Vbi,ter 
tol !]..J110111b ere tb11t th e fi rat deal had f allen through, bu.t thet he 
hrd~l!d enothel' ''id or. , that of o rubb er s tmrip end wood block. He 
reatt ·out tb:e stetoman t and this was found to be quit e r eesl)lUlbl o , 
Mr . Pr ime ~shd that e:n extra volunter,y subscri p tion should b 
collap t ed towerd.s it, end this woe seconded by Mrs. E , Whi ter, bu 
Mr. Chairmen said th.et it wou,ld be be tt~ it we l eava it over to 
the nEilt't mee t ing , end the matter cen be brought up ~ in . 

The next i t am on th e Agenda wne th& Ele ction of Officers. 
this wee th e Armu.el Mee ~ , the prooed\u'e wne l1BU8l, end th o emn 
offioore were el ect ed "en bloc ". 

, .. l!'ollo"1ng up Mr. Geel' a ide a with regud _to t he pos tc ard s, 
tbil ,Cheirmlln showed members a specimen which Mr . GePl hBd bad 
p~ecl, end brougl{t s long . This WDs Rpproved by all, end th e 
neoe.~ IIIODS1,}i)mded onr to Mr. Geel, who ia to pr oceed with 
t h,T ~ ~ting r.~hwi th. 

i ·:itt. Gelll .sl ap ~posed II se .t of rul es. Thea e were put to th 
Club ; ' one 11)' d!!ii~ ~ we:rv . 1111 l!!J,1llroYed 1111 t21.e,r ware, exoept far 
Olia,: llhioh waa altered eocordillgq . 'l'hoy will sppe e:r in th e C.D 
~ l ttii• re1x1fh " end in Ume ttU' IIIBDbare will h8'l8 11 cop7. Also 



epp ellrlng will b s a compl e t & list of ma111bers, this bein.ls sugges t s 

by llr . R. Bly-the . Thia woe wuminous ly o~ ac d. 

TWo llJG,lllb...rs wer a .:nr,ntionud es bui.n,r bcllind with t hair sub­

ao:r1_pt1one , 5lld one other m'4 bar Ilsa b oon ecrPtoh iid from th e Club 

being four months in err oera . 

Jotting& 'if&re discussed naxt, end Roolc1Yood wr.e inc luded , 

blas t er I en TI/hi tmore bEdn.; th e only mS!lbGr to doe l 1d t h thllt achoo , 

but :.lr . Pookman a cid tb.!!t he would gi v .: him t' bit of holp, by do 

somo himse lf . llr. 13, mi.it&r, who is in char ge of S&Xton l!l elcn, 

Ue o t ook oh er ge of tha Rookwood jottings. 

The m,xt meeting he s bean fix lid. f or Sunday 6t h F&brul'r,y, et 

706 :.Ordship Lan9 , : ,oo d. Graen, N .22, end 1 t is hopoo that e11 meey 

mmnblil'II es possibl e m.ll ett end , c-e this is th e f irst birthdny of 

th e Club. AB o littl e cel ebration we she ll be.'Vtl en &er ly t iln , 

so cen :nembere arrive by 4 p .m. Tber,3 will bo I! ehart masting , 

end e f sw grcee to merk tb G occes ion. 

It wee .EiUrl!GSted by Mr • .Bl.,Yt:ho that boclcs which ore knol'l'n w 

to eve.ryon& shoul d b e. bro ~ ht to oemb.ire • notice by netlore of 

eeme s&l '3Ctin;; e story , i. e , comicr l or ~st erioue, end , b;nni:; 

given ebout i hour, shou1d do r short pre cis of it, t':r , Iily th e 

will st ert with t he l<elson Lee Ubnr,y . 

It we s !!ls o ~ st o~ th ot Mr . ~ . s . Turner s houl d be 11okvd 

becot1e e memb i::r 8Dd • that lifr . Hqrbert Leolamby shoul d be t'leltod t o 

become s Vio 11 Pre flitl1mt. This wss ce rrl ad , 

Subs w..ro t~en coll &cte ,l . 

A Qui.z which bl!d been com;,il ed by U.ers. 'a!gh t end L. Pe 

ollowed, l!nd this wt' 8 won by Mr. Robert White r , with Mr, lion 

,bit er second , provin.i; th at tho:, are not only oapeble ot CO!llp 

"Qui:• s" but of ~ : th em. .t.!ra. J . Packmon -wee third, ruld 

• Robert 131,Ythe tourth . 

Tho mooting cl os ed ct a p .m. 

ttan denoe : )tr, Mrs eoo lilies Pllckman, ldr end ttrs . F . Keeling , 

• llJld :.mi. C. 1'/righ t , ill' end Mrs . R, 71hitar, lilies L. Butch er , 

essrs , R. Blyth e , J., G-eol, 13, Prime, end B. 1'1b1ter. 
EI.L:::Elf ':\"F.l'l'Ell (non . Seoret 

t e llcwe : Tbr, Febru8i7 met.ting of tho .O~!fe ' :!lm Club is 

unsvoidsb poptuoned rmtil s __ thfi i_ inBt. 
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OLD .BOYS I llOOJr CLUB 

~ 
1) ~ ThB Club a hall bG n!!Jlled the "Old i!oye I Book Club " . 

2 ) OBJmTS 
(a) To promo to and encourego the hobby' of coll ecting Ol d l!oys 

Books, _ 

'(b) To rte ell such lewful things ee may-be Conduciv e to the 
Attdnment of the ebove Object . 

} ) !G.!BERSl:IIP 

( e) 11:ny purson inter Gst61 in the Pa.st~e of ooll qc ting Ol d il 
.Books ehell bu oligible for Election SB c member of th e C b. 

( b) Candido tee fo r Election must !Mlto epp lic r tion on the Fom 

Pr oscrib e<!, snd gi va such underte.ldngs es mey b ·- requirod 

ThG Power or '.Sl octi on sh'lll r oot with th e Executi ve , "lho mn;y 

refWI& t o Elec t EDY parson without 11ss~ !' ren son f or 

doing so . 
( o ) riono1?27 mombers lllllY be El ected. 

4) SUl!SCR.IPnOilS . 

(a) Subscri ptions sh'l ll b9 et th e r nte of 1/- ;,ar month . 

{b) An:f ll!embcr whose subscription shlill. b& Tm> ( 2) months in 
erreera, and after notice hes boen gi~en, bo e !'urther 

month in e.tTeSTS, ( 1!11'.ldng THRSE (}) months in R1.l) shall 

cef!se bo bi, E' m6lllber. 

5) OFFIC~ 
( e) Th e Executive of the Club sh ell consiet of President, 

Choi=n, Soor etery &Id Tr ee surer. 
(b ), Th ulfa Officers er e to be Eloo t ed Anm.1111].y, st the Annual 

GonQ1'6l Mcetine, by' Members pr eeent e t th e 1'eoting, 

( c ) Any mallbar of not l ess then THREE O) months stllll~ llh.e.l 

be 1.1l~bl 'f for Electio n. 
(d) Th e Exeoutive she ll be in con~l of , end raeponsible for 

oll e.tfeirs carried on by', or on account c£ the Club . 

( e') The Executive shall a"l)Oin t Colllllitteea to undortake vsrl 
e ectiorls of t}le worlt for the Club. Eeoh Committee shall 

be responsib l e t o the Exec:utiw. 
(f) Nomipatione of members for tlKI Official Positions lllB7 be 

t\_and,ed ;to the Seoratl!l1'7 i,t the A.O .II . 



( 5 )( g) TiiE CHA.IR!.!Ali The Chei.rmlm sh.911 i:,r'\91'!e st ell meet µJ88, 
end sha ll bo rospo naibl e t or the prompt m:ocution of t he 
busin es s epper t e ini ng to the Cl ub . : 

(h ) THE ~· The Secrutllr.Y shall record th e procn.edi.D,!11 
of the Club 1n s Hlnute Boole, kep t f or tha t purpo se . 

( i ) THE TREt.SURER. The Tr .1e"sur&r sha ll be r os ponllihl e for ti ii 
fun ds of t he Club , and urovid o such st at ements or rGCOipt1 
and exp e~ tm- a ea m117 be roquirod. 

6) ~IllGS 
. 7T he AnmlJll Gener al ?Jve ting shsµ be )lel d in Jenuary • .. 

( b) SpGci Pl Genera l Ui..e ti.ngs of t he Club mey be oell,id et eny 
t ime bJ the El:ecutiT e, Qr on th e writt en requ est of Tm ~ 
(10) Members. 

(c) SeVG!l (7 ) cha r dsye notic e in writ ing of tt\ c, !, .G.l.4. end 
en::, S .C.M. , s he ll be s ent to ea oh .llambu , 

( d) Ordine.1')' meetiDgs she ll normally' bo h.il d on t he °Fire~ ( l) 
Sunday of ea ch mont h , ot prcmiae ,11 dec i ded by th o EJ:ecuti 'fl i. 

( a) No busin es s ahBll be tr ell88c t ad Pt eey mc-ot ing eave the t 
which 1.e at E1t Gd on th e Agende , 

( f ) Rep orts of ell Jd;,6tinge sbnl l be Pri hted in t he 
"COLLEX:TClBS' DIGEST" . 

7) RULF.s 
Alt er ations and(t>r) eddi t i ons to th es e rul es sh!lll be IDL'd& 
et f!rJ3' m&&ting f or di scussi on ot propoe ed lllil~t i.ng . 

- ----1 

Julvortis c 1n th o C.D. 
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I'l' IS GbTh'G TC' B;; LI1G OIJ> TIUES t -- --- ­

J anu~ry 13th, 1949, 
D'Jttr Herbert Leclronby, 

Thc:nk you fo r your 1..-tt c:r , oe w,.11 oo your l as t. I !11!1 

quit e es hP-1111,d t hllt I h.evo not sent on th ~ not .-, fer thG show: 
I WE B we it i.ng t o = it o ~ l etter wit h it: but here i t io i:-n,y}w.-, . 

The f ac t i'.'o tt, ,t Billy Bllnter , ::=!&esi i, Bunter, ':'o!l! l.!,;,rr.r, Jimmy 
Silv tJr end Co , , ond th e Cr rcroft f e ll ows , h "VG bei!ll 11 ter e l.ly 
swsrming ov.ir th e tr., ewri .t or, and corro spondance hrs b ~:1 t o go 
th & board. Even "K!ine ,;i: th ..- Isl Pn<is " br.s c~me in t o his own 
11gsint 

Many t hf'.nk.B for th e .1e l:4i btf'ul ~ l t oo . Thie i s a roPl 
f east, .But thur .. will be P lull in the !Ian of worcis sh ortly, 
erul t he n I will -.vri t e you e t ara st er length sbout tb s Armur l: 
I hsv v quit e !l l o t of things t o Sf:7 !lbou.t it imd th e. good thi ngs 
in it, In th o m1rentim e, bt;st of luok .ti th t he. sh ow, r.n.1 w1 th 
kind z-eoarda. 

To Thb Edi tor, 
Colloctoro' Dftrc:st, 

Dear Sir:-

Yours s in oor ul y, 
Fft.till.i!: lUCIWIDS , 

In ord..r t o die-pol erry mi88pprahansion whi ch eight mat in 
the minds of your r eoo.crs regarding my ettitud e tower.ls th e ol d 
St, P"rsnk'e stories,which I wrot e for so 1!1!11\Y y ears, e fev, roma 
trom me s &om to bo indio c,t ed , So here goes . 

I am e lWBye del18hted, to reo eiv. l e ttere frQIII the faithful 



Oli Time:re who still hove e aoft ~ot in t heir hoane t or !IQ' • 

school stories. Indeed, I ' recEd. ve .l e here quit e ?106Ular"iJ !rm 
mzbar of them, and t.rom all over tt(s 'IVQrld... It g1-. ma gr;119t­
pl88BUN to know that · these old St. Frz!Iik:t'a etori&a, eltbaugh 
officially deed, ere •till TflrT mob alive ·to a certain l;Oyel 
tollowiJIB ,. l{r own attitude with ngerd to St . J'rMk'a can bo ,, 
1BU11111ed up in a Vf1r1 fe,r worls: at th e U11te of wpt±ng theaa 
atori ea I virtuell.y J:ivea with th e ohereotors, l!Ild to me thef w., 
Tfil7- rocl end humtin5 end every ~ and again I am gri pped bf e 
nostalgia t o toke rq pen in hand aid bring thom 1111 bock to lits. 
It ~ s gre et fun, writiJie ebout ~-)lel!dei\ ol..\ Bimdy ~ bis at 
cham.s, end el l the other cht'tp!J, t oo mmiarows t o mantion hare . 

Uni'vrtunataly, I ,Just l!ATen1t time. .Also, I \loubt H there 
i s e wort b -'llhil e m&rket for thes e l ei11t1rely • h8npy-g o- lucq achoo 
stories. The pxeaent genarstion of boyll u JD9re interQSt ~ in 
eneppiar, futer stuff• A na'ir jrelso.n toe Libror;r ;rould undoubte -
ly ·pl6Dse IIIBlV of th e N Oil.era of 7our excellent journol, but the 
greet lilllsses of t he sohoolbp,: p~blic 'IIOUld pzobsbl;f give it th e 
go-by. So , even H 8UCh s ~~tion ll'e1'e poesilll .e, I dO\lb~ 
if it IIIOUld be II fin8noiel B'QCCG~. ·: AM , after ell, ! 'TO Sot t o 
live. 

I am living in r ather e different kind of worl d now -
writing, und er th e lUllllll of "Be:rke,J.q . Ore)"', ebout e dared evil 
ohfln,otar call ed Narmtm Conquest. Hie ec!.venturee ere rel a t etl 
II aeries ~r novel.a, publisbed. i,y. lifeasrs. 'lrilliem Collina, SOll8 & 
Co., Ltd., et e/6 d. Ther e ~ 20 of the!l v booka in the Ubrsrl , 
enrl, I give you 11\T 'IIOrd, it tekse 111e ell rq tim e to keep up with 
this novel writing, whioh is much more asotblg then ,q earlier 
work . P11rha,ps SOIDe of your readers ere iiot l!Wer& of !1111 present 
activities, and if tha,y ere resll;f keen on the kin d. or wo:rlt I 
out, here' a II ohanoe far thS!D ;to - - '.re-qoquainted • It thiv lilc 
11\T sch ool st oric 'e - which, af ter ell , had e diatinot detectiTB 
tlevour - t h9T mi.pt lib thGSe . Or they 11113ht l~ "lron&ides 
C:rolllfllll ot tha X'EJ:'d" IIV'iin better, tor, ot course ., lli.11 Gromnll 
is e rvel detective, wh&rees Normnn Conquest iJI a · bucoanee:r lc1lld 
of adventurer. 

What's ell this about Cl'Olllfell of the Yard? Yea, quite. 
I f orgot t o m~tion that I also write- andar the name of ''Victor 
Gwin" - but pleeae keep thie llllder yaur .bats. I'm t ll:llillg 7ou 
thi.11 .quite uiio!!ioiU!:, end. off t!ia r&cord.. J(f 'lhoneido Crom.­
•ill" 'bQ_9]ai, now numbering ovvr e dosen, ere al110 publiah&d br 
11.!!aora. Collins, and at the 881118 price. The,y ere in all good 



42 
llbrorj.ea, too - ~ tb ;, Pllbllc libraries. So 1! you Old 
T:l:mera ~ boon l.llbouring unde_r . ~~e del)l8ion thn I'~ bq.sn e 
slacker, ·jUet pop 1"0Wll1 t 6 ;y.;ur l O;Cft]. T>oo.'alhop md. tek& e :look 
at - tlia ahel~et 1.otoal,ly, I 119pe you won• t see MT ~ . f1V booka 
cm tbose ablilws - be<f8Ulla , U you do, it' 11 .mean tbe.r•re- 'DOt 
Tart <popular, The point I'Dl_,~tt!:Jt& at ~ that I've ~ 
like stotIJh rmtr 8Ul06 th!! .• d~ old. St . Frank's storios teded au.t 
ond I t)U.Jlk yt,u will agree w1-th me th.at I lumm•t Illich Ume, 
theee deyn ,-f or revi _!'inB .!ll1 old kiDd. or 'll'Qff., 

I ' wO'ul ,i' lilt & t 'o , conclt¢e by tbank1ng lifY hoe.ta ot ol d Nld 
fsi thtul nedsra ~ugh tb.e modium of this haw, 11 ttl o journel. ' 
ot ::,aursi ~ .I ~!1 thGY rill. continu e t q enjoy au work in th o 

,newer madilJSll. · "It iii ocl.3 feir to ley'Sel! to sey thet 11\Y pcs i ti 
.is 'Yf1r1' dffler&nt from that Qf th o iJdm1-t.ablo r.tr. Charles llllmUt n, 
11'.hose brilli ant st c.rl efl r anj07 eil r eeding as e boy• for he ie 
still ~U11 if:Sohool ·qtoriG!J, and is thGrefPTfl ,abl e t o bop Jw, 
old che:reotirs olive. I have branch ed off in-to e -d.itfBNnt 
field, end ·it is .,111.:y Mturel thot thi s 119" field sbQUld olllim 
bot'h rq illter est mid 1111 time . 

Wieh1l:lg nU sw::ce88 t .o Coll aot <;>rs' Dig est, Md with 11\Y 
ldndeet r13gtlr(ls to ell your re aders, 

Sincertlly, 
El1tlY SEAllllS BllOOBS. 

A OIW!PIO?l OF WJ.mlICK Rt."'Il10LDS · 

Bri9t ol. Deo·. 2'1,\, 1948. 
Daer l!r ,. ~ tor, . . 
· ., , Ed.9 Fqne •·11 erti:cl u deel:ing with -the Christmas ])ouql e 
ltpl$.ars of the Gan atld 1Dlgnet;- eppea:rul6 in th e J.nnwil, i~ un­
q.oubted:ly en t,Xcttllen.t eff art ·. Howover, I do f eel that I . .ciwit 
,tflks .lip 'the ~l s on blibalf of We.rwiok Reynolds, the Gem 
arti.t · ~ dBYB gCmfl b;y. 
s.. t-..Jlto-; peyn e l!Lli.kes the atetament, end in DO 'IUIOerti,in terms., 
tlla~ · 11 cteeigil exetnztcn · b7 Rc;ynold11 for tbe Gem Chrl~ e No. of 
19,l:'f"-WU-~" . ,..!.' ' . 

I happen to po11Se11e tbis ~cul.pr number, end. curioual::, 
eJWU# ,Uhave- a.l1•e~•e oons1dered ·it to l) e on.9 of the beet coven 
enr--drtiwn :tor a ·Ge!D-»oulrlo ~. To r.chia,e the desued 
ettG;!)t..."in bo doloara; red 8lld 'bl~ . £11 w ~ teri, peiticu-
1~ .lciae-' OOD1Sida:re that th1a was pro.d~od .over JO yam . 

... t;. 



»oat tµ'tute, I em sur a-, will agr ee thot the drlJld.nB of ~ dog 
18 ~allc.,at, ~ in II techniqu e in Which 'l'/&niclt Brqnolda 
oxoeUed., antl the tmiaeneaa in the atti tu.l e c! Levia-otl mmcr· ne 
he ,holds the 18111}1 aloft- is . w_r,: ~ ll po~. The whole 
~.lour a!)h.ime is firilt r111t~, a!Jd!.~. as I remarked 11arliar, IIIIW18 
tar e t-1rst clees cw..r. - · · . 

0..-rtaiDly, ev61';ybody is entitlod )~ ~ own cpntou wb~ 
art ie conctn:ned. Unfo~eJy , cqi~ ere .treqwmtl;r ex­
PJ'i!SB~ . f~ p«ipla 1'hollia lalatrl~a of , o.~ial art ~a l1mi tod • 
~ OOlllllerci&l .artiafle will teU you tlJat ot1e of the worst 
tue~a of mslcb!,g drsw1Jl€8 fo r gBMr al publication .ia tho busi­
nes s of ti,yiilg to pl ea &G everyb~, eI)d, gJ: coars e , th e cuetome:i: 
cen• t be wrong. 

Ravurting, ho'llr.vvr, to ~a particw.ar dl'tnr.l:Jl8 of 'Raynolds , 
I diaegr!le whQlehe~ 1,ith l!r , F.a.vns•a ''hideous ", end 11riti?l g 
as e treina!I. comm..rcisl IU"ti11t, would like to C0111111ant that I 0011 
sider i'i~-wic k Reyno].ds I work by for the beat which over sdorne •! 
the pegea 1 of t he C~eniOII l'spera. · · · · 

Y cure U'O.ly' 
• ' p • J. • T/J.L1tm • 

Thi.is is th e sort of articl e which makes one soy, ~, j,.t misht 
h.sve been .ma. " I know 1fhen I reed it I had to smile et the 
Jial3crl pt ion of thu priz-e-givuig "nd P1lgrtm 1s Progr ess, furl 
bod elltos t euctly th e aeme ex;,erienc a , Nevertbeleee, c),espite 
stern 1>arenta, thB'J ware hap py d.eys l!h,en e pl!J!l:\Y' wse '"'1al th to 
e bey &.t sc !lool. - H.L.) . 

"THE .Ml!Jl!Y CORRlDORS" 

J3Y Frank Snell . 
"It ·" Gft ,,n eeid tha t oi d- age is more concerned wit h obil d­

hood deyc end m;;motl 1>e, rilther then nth the i11111ediate present 
anJ cc~ i'utur,I. · One rellfJon being that y011thf'ul 111G1110rios enft 
eecilpoaos stend- ,mt. ccy ete l clear, wbllst 1:he pre sent end futur e 
ere but dimly se tr. through th6 mlat7 parlicl6!8 o! obseuritJ, 

No doubt, this most peculier f ooling about th o prosent end 
.flltuN ::.a the Ullbappy lot of most of u.s todq, thDnki t9 the 
'POIF81'9 thet be ldlo -3wit liilllpl)' add, dlldiact, llllllt111U' 8l1d 4,bide 
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the msin ngceallitiee of life ee ~ the, were d with a 
flock o! sheep. As for tho pre 'eent and tu.tuN u tar ea I om 
0011oerned, well, I am lik e ona o! the lambs ip that fll4t nook, 
nesting tor · tho good ol d ~e. It IIIIIT bo dua to the tuiee• 
or it ma;f be that I am groidllg old whU&t still in the early 
etegea ·. JGYertboleaa, IJ11 mind is Vf1r'! often on e. journq 
throueh the m.istT oomdors o! put memor19s. Rem dq& l 
Gloriows momenta 1'ban time seaced.. to stand still and all that 111Sttered 1111s the th1!ig in hand . If it ,man•t school, it was 
e1><>rt, end 1! it ~·t sporl, th8Jl it waa books and potlodicala For the purpose o'f this e.rticl.e, it 1a the letter I !llll concfl'lled 
with, es t hlO" gtr'ld me III01'G pl easure, ond landed me in more 
trouble than eJl;,Tth1ng else r %'1i1Dember. 

CO!ll>ll1'9d. with ,70Wlg8'tera of tods1 , I certainly think I li 
.in. e golden ege , that is, es fC!r es read:inir matter 1a concerned • 
..l :!ff odd- coppers Willi often th e sum total of woolu.7 wealth, and th eso would 1181111 me poet haste to the nEl'ffBr.igent, To quot e but 
jw,t e fflW o! th e poriodi ods ee thl1f occur to !11J mind , I oan 
v1vidl7 ~I.Ill th e ·~on• Realm", prominent for ite eporting And sd'l'ullture Ja;"nJS . "Chums" , that gloriow:s lo11g standing publlce­
tion which used. to tlllpeer llllDUSlly beforv th e ,var, and now ales ~ 
oompl otel,y venished hem our kE>n. Its pegos were gild ed with. 
school, 8J)Ol'tillg and. thrlllJ.Dlf sdTimtuNe, end o!t-ticl os provid 
e peep et the Spsniah Mein and the Ertreahbuokling, buccaneering 
deys at o-1.d, "The Scout", with its slia:htl.Y more serious, but 
aplend;1d etori.Qs nevertheless, oppealing to the best that lq i.n letent youth . Advuntures, '8,J?Ortillg J'111'1lB, taloe o! heroic deoi , 
arul art1clee Tlith o thraed of morel uplift rwm±ng through t hem, 
The ''Union J eek" containing h8J>l?1 memories o! th e "9V1l'I'gr9!ill " sexton Blake, toget har _gtb 'l!inkm', Pedro, Inspeotor Coutts end 
quaf!l't old llrs . Bardell. The "Bo,s • Friend" and ooya• Friend 
3d t i'brary1 !foleon Lee's, e:nd a "trbolo host of oth er publlcsti 
includiDg tha deer old Mape~ .lllld Gem, 

I1l ua of the abortego o! sllillT coppwa , how ,res it then 
that I WM able to indulge in this formiilable llr1"8y'? Moinly dUB to the •tleeae mid lend" ~t, popularised during the war, but yery- IIIQCh in ffidonbe 8nd llpp9l'IIIOSt even in those f er off 
d~s . . Mr chief interoet lq in sohool yoms, and. this hsvillg • be stimlllated by the Jlapst and om, as ~er aroued by ~e dill cov of Tallk>t Baines Reod, '!'hoae atonea of PUbUo School lit 



-----~-----. onl,y l'Jiu1tt ed 'tftT yOlrtbtul. app6tit e !or moN. Str llDBG to 81\T, othar avenu,,s erplored by T.B .R. l of-t 1IIS complet e]¥ \UIIDQV9d.. titles ~ "Tho AdTGntUNe ot o '?hr&e Ouinse 1etch" end oth on of similar nature , ~ too mob of 8111.q wri~ rit eohool. I "e• muoh more ot home irith "tom, Dick mu1 Jt,err,11 • ·,'!l!be Cock Bc,uae et Fellagerlh" ; ,.The l'i:ttt 102'III at Si. Dom:in1ca"; "'l'he )leator o! the Shall .. , etc. 
The storr I remember moat -d'fidlJ of an, aua wbich •Un misty corridors a! 11'1 memox:r to the a.tent of beiJlg ~ th e moat pleeaent a! mamor.las WN that written of Berro!r 11y­R.A. v aohell , entitl ed "The Hill". The book is still 'in -, poss eaeion, end fl'ferf time I turn the pages o.er, 11 flood of" memori es comee aurg1l'lg beck. I -.u on holl d117 frcm school at the ti.me, ate;y1:a,g with :rel&ti.vaa, wbosa CJD4 !Ol'III of ree:l.hJg matorl.el was COD!inoo t o "Tho Lamplighter", "SWiss ~ Robins " end the usua+ ear.low, semi-reli gi ous type of those dnya . I 1188 bor ea , Bild I hi ed 11'flell to th e .J1B~11i bookahop ~ in o thin, pipbg wic o , eakeii fore echool 7r,m,.. Tha esa:inant t o a ah oll cant&iniDg e complete row of boo~ U!JWJ~ praeentlld 1111 S\llldsy' School Almrds. ReviDg . ab9adT ha4 'aom s11111pl_es of th eea, I thilllit J!11 hesrt mat havti shuddered• tor--I well J,'9!Zlot1bor seying, "It mu.et be a scho ol st orJ1" 'l'he a.esietent ST.Winlt:17 Jmew whet she wee abcut and what she was looking tor, for .sh e .illlll edi.etel,y pOl:DICod an e blue o.iv ared boot, md allllost J'IJV01'0nt plec ed 11S111e in front of me. "There , " eho slid . "f'9i:J obl.igbglT,-"thst's th o beet of th e whole bun.oh." R A •. Vachell o.nd ·~ o RU.l" ocinveyed li t t le t o me et t b.e time,. but tha !sot that it a aohc,ol yam wa11 aut!iciont, and I remember reoillg down the hi (etre:nee coi.nci d.ence , but it 111111 so) end retu:med ss teat ea CO" legs woul d oany me. 

It waa the most 111&gic dey I evar remember. .ti. aohi iol st o17 thet Wi!8 cmp l ete l,y dit!erEnt l o stertlilla ednnturea, but th simple tele of a fight f or a bcy'e acul.. Evan now, I em 11tW i.ntr.la,u;d with John Vernf1T, Ceeaer and Tha Deman. JfeGdl.eH t o sey, "Tho Hill" Wll8 iqy- constant c..mpllllion ~t those wonderful~ da711. 
Some time bnolc, e newepape:r: a:rticle referred to tht in­ettenti"11118811 of choir bo7a, eud the Ticar of tbq obllrch cone hit on the br.llUIIDt idea ot all owiag the boys to reed dlilteo.tive and othar ,Y1IIZDII "to OOOUJIT the sermon period. ~e incit\ant r{jl!d.Jll~ me of 1111111,J yee:n ago 1'ben 11enion.e were dry 1111 the yeq <hult, oJld 



in OOlllp 2?11 rdth two more briabt sperke, I 11'88 utilising tbta 
1m111e1D.ted peri <Xl in r eeaing e MegnatJ •oatal7 hi ddan se I thought 
bi the bright of tbe than t~ hone-beat pew. A111111 for oar 
hopes of eboat heU' an hour'• delight . !the preacher _poesose .~ 
g!mla.t-, · pfercing eyes of ~ ({Ullltv of our old :trien!! , 1.lr. Quel 
He ·aoon ' 8l70tted -the "~~~a bl e" end d~ecl the three of 
.ea misr.d~le sinners~ I" f oJPt DQW -the,. btw!l'.!-,iords he used, 
but need.11!lllr to a,sy we cougbt it in the ~ ; • It otlly the oi1,.. 
oumstenQGII ovUld """ transferred to the pre8'ent iley, I sh:mld 
probe~l.y atUl \)e reedizig the li!egJurt·, ~ ..U: the -oree ah.er was an 
old en.tbusim 111t& m:,eell' t I ;.~ sure te9 i,~quel ~uld have mEl8ll 
~ exchang e or viows f e pe t on -th~ bac k, . followed. by a "J.aeso 
l ,nd" e.rrangament CYt llegn eta :~"! G-ems. • . -. • . 

,Anot hvr ,tragi c ocC1D:1'9DCe1 r 'lfll).l reo ei l with. muoh sorrow 
pe:i;nt A distribution ar !tuhticy S,ohool barde et e p'=l'iod when 
I Wll'e :f'Ull of the A!Bgnet, Gem1 .Buf'fs+.o Bille end th& bl oodthirs 
epoch . Ona book I saw '11811 a school yero ; enothar of ~venture 
What '11'88 th e feta in stare for lllll? The Super:ln.i. endent , eviden t 
unde r th6 ~aee.1.on thst I ee lac~ ln oi,irl twll gu.1.dllnoe, 
p.resent e<l ms with e gAL.y athao t lve 't-oak of huge dioens-io ne. 
~ thrill of eager -antiol.petion wee s oon dashed to th e ground 
when I saw th.. titl e - "Plli;dm'I! 'Progro8tl' t:· To -Sey I waa <tis ­
appofnt-fid is to ·Bey t he very l eea t. :U.:!ect, t lilU§t heve bad e 
deah .ot "Th& Bovr..der ' 1:1" s;i ir :U h me 1)}:mt dsy , f or; POoped 
Jlueye:n • a 111118~'.1.e"e for l.wt1 or three :!lays' Friend · 'l'bre81l8lll1iee. 
Ob-. yes, I BQt !'t ell. i·lght .l'.:le4 I d-JJy errl ved ~. T failed 
t'q , produc o ~h.ing solid J!: 't t .;; "fleJ' of lHentu..'T'!s , but IIIY' 

.let1u,r vroo nc~ BO!ll91.W.ng llll.l"'h more R~li d "Nll:Lia latt me in ff ate e 
• "of' 1WCh ec:in"cM em pen . 

Tb.a =tl(cy edi ticn of t.h<J "C,J>." i;ni the acoesiollS ], issue s 
of th o- "Coll r.oto re 's Mieo&lJ of\Y" elweye eeml 111}' t .hau8h-t. sout t 
b8<'..kwe.rde. Tit l es of the old t1crlo-.i.ipe l e oonJure \Jil mngio 
:r .. collections . A glence down the list t!Jld ll curtain ~it l e etrlk a 
e clw.,-d or 111smor,y . I om_ on the verge of a gr oa t ,a13ocvu;ey. but 

:~;finplly bmen 'l:,y its r lusivgnees. :a i e as tho~ I cetoh 
Jl!JIU,.ght g'l)l!lpee of a pict\u'9, ay.ne veguo mu:t= J! f.11!UTBB an:I 
ool acu.~, !!ll!1 just 1fhan I 1!111 ebout t.o Took 11L it11 , C9Jlll)lil1:eness, 
cenva e b eoanea a l.lur end I am loft eJ.(??10 rl t h t he .111.ots. Per 
I BSther sOlll9 tb:J:'Qsda of a story , peop le d rltb ohere otere of lo 
930 , but st the precis e ~ . wh1111 I em a.1>out to l]Ut ~ e to 

,.t:he --., -'tbe mids bl o,r 1ll> ,again and I llm l eft ,rith e !'eded . . ' ... 
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.i:.il.u"n ' ;l:itur , 706 L ·r .:shi p I; -n~, :; · . . t;r t:on; L, n·'. ... n, i! ,2 2 . 

W.ia.:iTE;P u;:G:..:::TLY: Nu. · : .. t Lihr nrica ( !!1::: -..,r o, a' s ) c, nt 1,inin; · th ll 

"Tufty & c~··" s t . ri e s . I'!. "' h'"rs r~ tlir " !. .J, t,n H··b-Jns, 

41 Fric!r i:a.r.·! , ilr ie bt ·n, Ii . 

~; :.ny ?U.bliceti ..,rw 1900-1 916. r\ r s ,.l ,, , 2(-C '"Tie t · ri r.ns' • 

3,• e~ct. 1 "J !.Cl:. H~rkr'wLy :e:i, ·n,.: In !i '. ns" ,;s.: "iN th t hr. i!i:tr ·i:, .,. ~· 

5s; "Str , nds "; "Plucks"; "G'>tl-"l", lfl; !3 • .'.'s, 1925, 1')27, 192,, 

8e.S ,1. ::.. '.', h ll.!'.h .. e, ·•r.r .sw"! l", 25 Hills b··.r ,, i: ···' , :.'· -"'Tlc·r 

}:t.;~is. 

".'IA!n' !ll: Sch, db ::.y•s Om ll, s. 292, 3;4; B. ,') . ?. ·r, l. !·I. . }5; 

c r,pteins, Chums, ·: :.mies. L. iJ • .\.lhn , 5 1,,, nt, ;, ;c...ry Driv ;; , 

Sho.ffi el! 7. 

,inntcd Urgently: Gvma, lloa,356, 358 an d 359, T'.lp 

pric e s p:~d. Loonnrd P!~Ckmnn, 27 ,..rchd a l c Rond, 

EA.at Mnich, London, S. E.22, 



A 11 C 'l'T""P""~ ,me a t o 

F:. I.'. il, nd., 1(, , . J'71 '.fon. L.r.iwbioa, ··~ruff 

C.uit ·. a !lll!!lb,;r " l s tt .. r s hsve a=ivod fr ·r.: Tclffb rs sin c e 1 
c, ;;ipl ,, t., .l th;, .Ja m.wry R:,un ·1 Tub; ~ . S .,:n~ ; f '..h,,m w.;r" cri ticsl 
-~:l ~ 3 l.J~1.; ·11vr e pre iain :-;. Tl".nt i s ju t1t ns "!" wMt it. : ·f cvurs e , 
but I vit. a t' bit ,ha rp;, , int., J that n, t .•n·, Ufa:f ul Hu.,·~:-,st i. ,n we s 

i L rth c . "tln._;. It !lru.St h~v.; bc ~n c b•rL us t ,. r.1, st ilbk" fans tbst 

1

1 r,nv ;; b ~!Jn ehvrt , f mr·t~rir] f ,·r Bl ok.ion!' f :·r '·"' 'll O ao n ths nC'W 
~r.spl t~ r ,,;,;,e tv 1 u.rg,:nt r .;.qu-.sts f e r artich,e. W1.:r 1., i t ne>t f , ·r 
:·n.s <lr two f!li thfu] m~mbo.r9 of our ban:l this e ,,c tion .vc,ul ·I l:av" 
b , cl! M d 1-3v n '1 .ff o rt, wt,.ich mi1:;ht be.VI; ;n v 0 n m1; a ,1.,al of 
ple;e aur t. , but ,i.,ul , hnvv b -,.;n e bit t .;,Uous to mllJ\Y r r;n J ;,ra. I 
know t r.c t tr .~r ,:, r.r u mrmy r ,_b,ular r csC:.srs of this 3t!Ctio n of th ,; 
C.T: . ;;he, '11'·~ as k -i.cD OS !!lllSt<>r <l C>D Bl ek., , i,ley I n 1,- in npp tsDl 
t o th ~m t v eir th vir "1.~-wa tn th~ s .; peges. ~ e wr.nt c on tr1buti o 
fro m ... v .. ryon ~ . Cr i ticis ma will t :11,n bu mc,re. vrolcc;,m, t ha n th ey 
~r ... rt th : mo:n"nt . On-, 1 ... tt.i r ( which wes add.r ~s s e:o.! t o iey co-
odit~r inci d0nt el lyj pr e.ie od r,y ar ticl ds in tha 1946 AnnuBl, but 
uxpr ~ssed dis t est ~ ~t 1111 Dr. Satir e e.r tic les. It woe IIIJ' int,;m 
tion to r}onclu de t hie sori us in th" nee.r future and I 1toul ·l lik" 
to kn GW if thi s is desired by r us<iers in g en erel. lfob o1y hllll 
sw;gus t e,l t h.et it hes boen e long tim e, sine & th e leot Sntira 



ertic1e appQlXX'ed, and this rothor indicates 
t ed in the euri es . Sholl I do ea this one l e tter 1JU88eete 1>nd 
them? This 11111110 l etter suggests that I llm r a ther inclined t o c -
fine nu articles to~ own speci al f11vourit911. ~te tight . 
writer of tho m1eeive hl!S ru;,na quite tho eem.e on snvr el ocossi 
in f eet, bli hll8 re pea te d himB~ so mob that we hBYa ll eGll left 
no doubt t.hat H1B c;wn sp ecial favourit ee WF.m: bead mid ehoul :lore 
above oil othlil'II. Here is one mor.a ror.son 1lh;y we shoul d hll\'a 
ertic1ee from a greeter number of rusJ<l...ru • 

.t..nothlll' re ed er II\J880et ed that I ruv! mode i,n error in ~ "Po 
wer Chris~ At Baker Stre et" it em. I roforred t o "aplesb" p 
8 8 hsv1.Dg ·been upset et th e rioeth of Jcbn G. Brandon , wber eee th 
reede r tbillks it shoul d have Jean Gwyn Evims . In on o sens e he 
corre ot, ! .euppcise , it should havr, been Gwyn Evans, in fs ct I 
originell,y int end ed it t o be so , on:l then I .thought t o 11\Yeolf th 
if it wer e. ind eed tru ~ tgat J ohn G. Brendon pa.seed ewey some y ee 
ego it would make the whole thing sound be tt er if th o character 
shoul d b o upset by bis dea th . It ll'OUld , in f oot, re thar str es s 
thst sutbc,ra l!Ild oh.erecters wer e t>arl of on.a bi& bepv., femil.y 
w1 thi.D the Blake circl e . In other word.e, l: ccul d just e s wall 
beve sai d that "SplBBh" wee sffeO'ted by th o doetb of G.H. Teed o 
Rob&rt Murrey. Bren don ' s nam.t just OPJ!l9 to r.\Y her.ti fi rst !Ind s 
it wee that the f eature oppcared es it did . I thinlt it cen be 
11sful,y sai d that J.!r. Brendon is deceeeod.. Can ,my ro oder con-
f irm this, pleeaa? 

Lo v urs of th o work of Coutts 11ris bene , or os tor of Dr. Fe 
ma:, b e int er es t ed to lgww that this IIUthor hes ju.st publish ed s 
LflW novel entitl ed "Whee ls of Fortun e" (Nelson 7/6. ) 11'.hioh is II 
hi&t oric e l odventuro et or:, deeli.ng with th e uses mado by- twc cf 
mlin of e wonderful st eem coech -in the fi8ht egsinst Nspo~n . ' 
Coutts 13ri sbene ro can t.l,y publish etl ll tbriller ontitl ed "The 
~n" in the some aeri es. It is app1trontly II V'frq" good Y'=, t o 
most a~ those rea ,lillg it have lik ed it. BuiJIR a llbrsri sn, I o n t ell you this . with CQJlfi~.enoe . It might be eoette r criticism 
cf t8,ll. ~p_ok than by ~ other meena • 

. '.~ · do you think of the roveleti cn by- Rax Dolphin thi8 
mobth"? Pl eese drop me e Un a and l e t mo kncnr yoar views . I 
oonteaa that hiS lat-eat article rather intri8Ued me. J.nd what 
)'Oil . th#* ~f the S.B .L. title lists sorioa? - .. '-' 

Cheeri o for nc;w, 
H. llL BOBD. 
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Onoe age:l:n we are sbl e to gi ve you en srticla from the pan ot ona of OW' most versstil o Blake fens. 

TRACKED DOWN 

or DOUBLE rnmm 
by Rex Doll)hin 

Tho, above titl e serves to introduce . not, as lllii!:ht well be imsgin od, a Sexton Blake stocy of the ol dor tn,e, but s short ! octuel ertiola about Blake nuthors and th eir psau.~onyms. 
ll!ost_ of th e llliss es sre now well Jr:nawn, and Ude is in no e11nee e list of th61!1 (far Bl!cb e list tb a reodEiI' eboal d coll8Ult 

th o !.uth or' s Who' B Too in TbG Colli.ctors • Digest Annual f or 1949 It is rath er e s eJ'iee of inci dents ebowi.Dg how I riieoovurei eom,· of th es e hi •l •!en i den tities !Qf8 6 l! - more , I hasten to P:1d, 
tb a publiehera' oorel ossn es a than aey Saxton Bl Pkc.ry of lllY' O'Mll 

Thay ga= John Hunter 6'fl8y by 1sau.1Dg on& Suton Bl&lce Library un.ier tho name of Petar Hariton. The styl e of writing 
"nS i c!enticol with Hunter•s. Even soma cf tho ch.erecters• 
were tl:.e aem.i ea those i.n previOUB Hunter stories . .Us o, c f cours&, John Hunter wrot11> of Capto.1.n Dack versus Sexton Bl ake in aerli& r stories, end Deck st ori es · ar a publish ed bJ' l'DOtbllr firm under t!eriton•s Dl!ID8 . 

I h!ld long suspected from similo.ri ty or' styl e thDt Roi d Whitl uy "8B Coutts Brisbm o , but this 8Ullpici on Wl!S cl1ncbad 
an th u titl e pege of "Union Jeck'' Ho . 1567 ''Tho Judeemant Men" eppeer ed th o words "author of 'Thir.J!'olll' Bu!felo Billa ' etc." '!ho st ory or th e four ''Billa" WIIS e Ferrttr0 story, end Ferrero "li'8s Coutts Bria \oeno' s pet. This caption 'IIOUJ.d not have boon of 
sufficic.nt evidenc e in its e lf , iss the adi ~ often made miet akee in th ese, For instanc e , "The Union Jeok" No. 1411 "'!'he Last o! th e .[Jnna" ( C. Malcolm Hincks) is et eted t o be bJ' the author of "Th e Rate Doct or" ( Anthoey Sk&ne). And try ea I m.e;r I csn•t ea tbose t,ro authors ne on~. 

I onc e thought thet Hincks end Dannl d Stuiirt were th o aeme 
lllllil , o'll'ing to e similarity in the type of st c-ry they fevoure '1, .But cl os&r insp1>otion doesn't lend 1f1I1¥ colour t o this 8118pioion, end each auth or s eems t o haTO e known personal bo~ whioh el.1minetea tb1a possibility • 

.But there is no doubt that Donald Stuart en'1 0 11:reld vorner 

.. 
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ara one end ths some , Ss,roral st ories by Varnor publi ah.o.l by 

Mes s rs . '.'/r ig ht & Brown Ltd. ere · simply Doru,l•l Stwirt• e Bl oko 

eturiGB fith d cut with th G Ei;kl;r ·Strcet pair untl&r <lUfarant 
In thi.e oonnf:ction enot hGr IIIUlpici on intrv.dea - nemely thet Mee 

Wright & .Bl'\>sn ar & pert of Tho Amn18om&ted Presa! I want!ar how 

many p oopl o ·lfho turn t ha ir nos es up et Sexton Blek r, ero kaon Ve 

tan.e? AmusUl!,ly enough , I euf'ferc. J from this t,-p e or snobbery 
ivs e lf in on invert eJ fo rm, Seeillg obeep (1'1i t ione o1'. Verna r 
at orioa with th &ir rathar c:ruie oOY6%'8 on th e book.et culs I woul c 

pese t M m by cs not T.1:lrth l1li'f notice. W. then one woelt tho 
Detective ~,~ ezmouncad a forth coming sori ol by Verner . I · 

ween • t intetrest o-: - until th e first in.Btcl.munt 11ppol'r&'1 , leoor e t 

nth th e author's photogreph. I h oltlY.l - sur e ly that feoe was 
fomi.llar? TurniJllr t o sn ol d "Union Jaclt" I f;un d DC!lllll l Stu.-.rt• 

phot0@2'8Ph , end the c~ee woe ended . aft e r th et I b(,w,_Jit V<ilZ'Iler 
etc.rise, but wne dieepp ointe<I t o fin 1 tti,,t most of th lllll ;v,.ro 

rehaah es of BlBko . 
Meet of the other ill r.ees I knew ncthine; about until brough 

to rrq ett lllltion b:, ctb i;_rs. E1.wy Scorlee :Br,,oks on ! Berlt oley G 

far instllllc&. · I berln' t even rt."l:!Ot uly ccnn oot &,\ th em. 
BQ.t I hsve . one up rq el eav a , mi' 'llalla,r c it t o be P 'brp.n.i n , 

bi ~eri o UMUBpeoted :lls c Offry. '7Cltll.~ ~nr N e" cr who lui e t ham, 

pl eeee tum t o "Uni on J8Cka " t{o ' a 1348 mrl 1363 - ' 'The !,",ren tur o 
of th e ~,bite Selut o" an ·1 ''Th e J~eil ~ e .Mystery", Tho r ut h,·r is 
en.a Vietcr FrGmll:n , rulil \h ose ere hie anl,y et ~·ri ae , Bt, to:r es I 
e,rnre . Uh'J.n I first r ee 1 th w I gPVa th an r mont el :...1. R,;... 

reeJ.i.ni; th em roo w tl,y I b .icome e'l'!IT& ~f tho styl e e,f writim; -

th e sam e cs that of e fBVOUrit e auth or. St 11ooei ri, ir onic, in­

oieiv e, end exce ll ont !! D eoti on work . A burn:lno sw e cf juetio 
A trick at rep i;t1 ti on ,;e in th e eentance: 

"St eed,y," s 111·t1 Blake - "etee -.ly, Llr, Strickl.8)t. •:e l!IIIBt not 

jump . to ooncluai oDB." 
Cl oser i.nsp octian, en<l eomperis on w1 th st , ,ries by t .hot 

favourite auth or, strene--then od 11/Y convieti.:m thet Vict or Pril:!llln 

wee none other than Anthon,)' Sksnet 

--oOo-
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TBE S&ffllll BL..KE LIBB:JlY,. - 1947 

Thir .l .Seriee ll5 - ·158' 

135. A Date With D~r 
136, The Crime On The Cliff 
137 . The Secret Of The Veld . 
138, The Riddle of the Es cap ed P,0 ,ll , 
139. Aoccrding To Pl1111 
140 , Tho; Caa-3 Of The Dt.uhle Enmt . 
141 , The Affair or Tbe Missing Pera ohutist . 
142 . Th& Cesa or The Chinese Ct'1ll'ier . 
143. The Ri ddle, or T.ho Seil1Jl6 Vsi. 
144. Th& ~stery at t .he ere.shod. Air Liner. 
145. The Man hom Kmi.ye. 
146 . The Ri d1!J.e Of The Film Ste.r's Jewels . 
147. Tho Yellow !l'error . 
1( 8 . Thu EwJt(m. Ro.lld ~stfn')', 
149. • Warne d Off, 
150 , 'l'he Hclidry Camp 1,fyetery 
151, The Riddle Of Tb& Buzmes e Curse. 
152, The Cesa Of The ')ligh ting .Padre 
15}, ~ Men. Who Les t His Memory 
154 . The 's eoivt or The Jungle 
155 , 'rb.e Ni ght Of The Tw&ntT...ll'b1rd 
156 . The Gre!!t Currency ReQket 
<l57. The Men From M9n,golie 
158 . The tqstery Of The Whiteh all .Bomb. 

Gilbert theater 
Lewis J acpon. 
Rax l11J:ri:1illga, 
Antboey Pe.reona 
Lewie Jacks on , 
J ohn mutter . 
Anthon;r Par sons . , 
Rer ID!Mingu. 
John Hunter. 
Gil~art Chaster . 
Anth~ Persona . 
Lewi'! .Teckscn . ] 
Rm: Berill.nge. 

Anthoey Pf'TBODB] 
Jahn Hunter. 
.Vr.l t er T:;rar. 
...nthoey P ;\l'S v DB. 

L&11'is Jeokson . I 
1.nthon;r Sktmo . 
Rex. Hr;rdinge . 
Lam J aakson . 
Gil bart Chast&r. 
Rex Hlll'lllilge • 
Anthony Parsons. 

• With this issue the S..B.L. rwoned t o 64 pp 
issues with doubl e oolumn print. 
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stP.rtin g in lla.roh tss110. 
"Not es from the Dinries of Maxwell Scott, 

oroa tor of 'Nelson Lee ' • " Iii th th e kind permission 
of his aoo, th e :Iwv.J.H . M.St a114'0:rth. Continw.ty 
by J .P. Wood. 

Insid e Story! t\bs orbing i Intimntol 

l!'OR SALES 

Boys hi.end 3d Li.brarl.1:rs, lat Series , Nos.21,41, 
91, 94, 237, 481 , 517, 755, 756; Pric es la.Od to 
5a.Od. 

• Honderaon' a ld Nugget Librnries, llos.88, 164. 
Excellont condition - Offers pl enso. 

ll'our Gem Christmas llllD!bors, 197, 302, 407 nnd -
724. 

Gems (id series) 18, 35, 38 , 46. Gome: Six 
dflted 1917, ls.6d onah; 24 dfited 1917-19, le.3d 
onah. 

19}8 Holiday .i.nn.111\J., 6s.Od. 

John Slaw, 4, Brunswick ·Park, Lon.9,on, S.E.5. 
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