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More Publicity: ZIondon Evening News, 23rd March,1949.
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- 949, 971, 972, 982, 984, 999, 1004, 1009.

SEXTON BIARE LIFBARIKS: 1st and 2nd Series -~
certain numbers. Please state those available..
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Next Issue Moy
Editor, Miscellmeous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchenge,
C/o Centrel Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FEOW THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

Thenks € Lot  Judging by the bouquets, the Msrch issue seems to

heve hit the high spots. Well, it certainly did
provide plenty of reading rgein. Thet letter from Frenk Richords
ccme elong efter the Letter Bax hsd been mede up, tut so full of
news wos it thet we simply hed to get it in somehow, even if it
mernt the expense of four more peoges.

As Tor our great scoop, the "Mexwell Scoti Disries™, it hes
been o resl trest to reed the comments, especislly from the old
timers, who resd his stirring stories by gsslight or the eid of
cottsgs lamp when the cantury wes young. In this issue you will
see our collesgue Jeck Wood hte got properly into his stride, and
there sre sny number of interesting revelstions to come. This
month's instslment gives you a good illustrstion of Mexwell
Scott's psinsteking and conscientious methods. And they used
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to call suthors for boys like him, Huck-writersi

“"The C.D. on the alert egoin" wes whot someone had to say
sfter rending our ramsrks on the gentlemen who got Womsn's Worlds
confused with Sexton Bleke Iibrerises. Yes, we think we cen ssy,
the Merch issue wes worth resding.

For Your Eers John F. Pucklend, o member of our cirele, has

»een comnissioned by the B,B.C. to write the
msie for their production, Henry V, on the sir, Aoril 23rd.
iake s note of the dete.

Looking ahesd I »m not golng to celeulste how meny shepping
daye thire ere to Christmes, but there is =n Ly
importent cvent which tskes place rbout thet time which is elree
giving me much food for thought — the public~tion of the Anma=l,
Alresdy we heve received orders, o~nd eny emount of suggestionms.
All these will nuve our crreful considerertion, so continue to
send them nlong. Tt is cloer that it 1s imperstive thet there
mst be 2 "Collector's Who's Who" sgrin, Thet it scems cust be
sn Annual avent, just like the sopepronce of DNebrett's Peercge
rad Whitaker's Slmenec. It will probebly be on ths scmae linaes
z8 this yeer's with the sddition of meny new nsmes.

—omeone s~id to me the other dey theat they thought the
srtists never got the credit they deserved. I egree, sc how
sbout en Artist's Who's Who on the lines of thet of the nuthors?
The Author's "ho'e Tho was so populer, by the wry, that we heve
ked numerous requests for more. OQkay! if you give us shert
btiographies of your owm perticular fezvourites, plesse send elong)
%e. 3 hee to be better then Jo, 2, Prewll

++ + + +

More ILimelight A week or twe rgc the News—Chronmicle devcted

helf of one of its cerntre pages to = very in-
teresting article "In Defence of Our Comice" with reproductions
of front pasges of Chips znd Cemic Cuts of yesteryesor. 4 4oy cr
two leter e couple of letters, recrlling populer serirls, were
published.

Then, #s will be seen here, Bunter has been in the hesdlinep
egein.,  Further, sfter ths sixth round cup-ties, John Mscsdem
of the "Dsily Express" made ues of him to get an effective
heeding to a report of one of the gemes.
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== ‘BROADCAST BUNTER'—BRAILLE
LTI PLEA TO THE BB.C.

“Radic Yeres™ propramme. 5
Mr. and Mrs W P. Bawyer, of Tam- Mr. Ba ig alill an & Iniend
ﬁmnmmmm-rwwr‘z}'m adven- wlg of their adventufes. "m‘
z h—m' on thely wuetrs sel tures 86  Oreyfrism—throngh Abe Feadily agreed two yrars ogu to a
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mwmu&:«m.mmmnsmﬂem.wmm - 'ﬂ&ml“:_""“ﬁ;
the  Billy u'-e-.:go'w rnm’. Trip to lost youth cam verje o woris backing, I whe
Lond  Mawlevertt, us that

Afey gang Cem My, Bawper's regard for “Hamy Greytiars wha'd liks a
2‘ A of the o M-ﬂcw't--xacnmtmu:u:a" m..'ﬂ'fm,.am:

ou

Yes indced, Punter hes pessed into the English language ce
surely es Felstaff snd Mr. Pickwick. As for his pestel order,
it's #6 famous as Betty Grable's - er - nether limbs, Bernari
Shew's post-cerds, or Winston Churchill's cigers. ind thrt
reninds me of & little story., Not long ago en optimiet sent =
postel-order for one shilling to somsone most of you kmow with e
roquest for "one dozen Megnets, not too meny of the later
mumbers”. The p.o, wes returned to him with & good-humoured
guggustion thet he send it to Billy Bunterl

And thet's enough from me for this month,

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY

WANTED: Early Issues of Gem, Mrgnet, Pluck, Dresdnought. A
few Mrgnets end Gems for disposel and Red-covered Magnets for
Exchenge only. - Eric Fayne, 23 Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.

WANYED URGENTLY: Gems No'as 356, 358, 359 end 373. Top prices
peid, Leonard Packman, 27 Archdele Road, Bast Dulwich,

Lonicn, §.E.22.

WANTED: Aldine Publicstions, Turpins, Duvals, Robin Hoods, ete.
E. R. Lendy, 4 Nuneston Rosd, Degenhsm, Essex.

EXCHANGE: Offérs, Detective Weekly 1-50; Sexton Blakes, others.
Wented, Boys' Friend Libraries, Ferrers Lord, ete. H.J JH.Bartlett
Pers Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridpord, Dorset.
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LEAVES FROM 7HR DIARJES OF MAXWZLL SCOTT
Continuity by Jokn F. Toed
11

7o whom did Mexwell Scott
cwa mach of his inspirntion? Who
was "Stein Cortley”? How did
texwell Scott choose his nom-de—
plume? And the nsme of his .
femcua datective? How wes the
rivel Sexton Blske built up into
world-wide frome, <nd why?

With thes. queries I endel
my first dip into tae disries of
Maxwell Scott. This wonth I pro-
vide the engwers £a revesled in
e notez of the femous suthor
simgels, cor in the worde of his
80n. )

The chisf liter=ry influsnce
4o which Dr. Stmiforth wes in-
debted wes undoubtedly thet of
fonen Noyle. He was 9 greet -
mirer of th: Sherlock Holmee
stories, and the fact of their
being written by & £31low zedienl men Imorarssd their int-reet
for hiw, The use mode by Cons Doyl: of aedicrl technicelitias
in fiction showed him the possibilities of this kin? of plet, »nd
ris erriiest stories ware cften besed on professicn~l themes 2nd |
hed o doctor for & hero.  An exemple of thie peried is the
Dr. Wrtcerhouse series he wrote in Sheffizld.

g

When he #ntered the raclms cf beys' fictionm, thersfers, it
wes netursl thet the ides should occur t0 him of i-ins in this
£i1d whot Doyls had done for rncther clses of rurisr - populsrisg
tre thems of dstectiom. It moy well be, 28 hu bilumsclf ragarked,
holf-seriously, thet but for his own imitetion of the Jolmes ides
in kis Felson Iee yerns for the populer Press, Polnes would nct
hsve been 80 popular and sc fruitful r bosis for future writers
of this type of fiction for boys.
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Scott's earliar work was 211 written wunder the neme of Stain
Cortley ws o result of s letter being ec sddressed to him by 2
correspondent who found the ususl difficulty in deciphering o
doctor's handwriting znd signsture. When he begmn to write for
boys' papers, however, he sdopted the more femiliar pseudonym of
Mexwall Scott - a compound of hie wife's msiden neme of Mexwell,
and that of em olé friend, Mr. Scott, who hed recently died. He
hed e fency thet this psrticular rhythm of syllsbles wes ¢ mescot
for him, and it is noticesbls that he never depsrted from it in
the nomes of his herces. His four detsctive herces all follow
this theme - Nelscn Les (Hermsworth publications), Kenyon Ford
end Vernon Reed (C. irthur Pearson) and Martin Dale (Chums) - s
does also his muin rivel end imitetor, Sexton Blake, not to
nention Dixon Hewke, Dixcn Brett, Ferrers Locke, snd others.

The n.ne Nelscn Lee wes invented on the spur of the moment,
end vithout eny ides of the importsnce it wes efterwsrds to have.
It wes dus to the sccident that he had recently noticed the names
of a Mr. Nelscn end o Mr, Lee, both stirengers to him, amongst
the verious letters snd circulers in his morning mail.

The time ceme, however, when there were dissgresments betweer
Scott and Hormsworth's over the remumsration for the stories.
Seott felt that as hs could rerely leave his work for London, =nd
wes consequently out of regular touch with the finmnoiel side of
the papers for which he wrote, thet edvantsge wes sometimes taken
of this to keep him in the derk sbout current rates of pay.

It wes e discgrseesble surprise toleern cne dey from his fri
H. St.Jchn Cooper that Ccoper wse being paid nore for stories whi
Cooper admitted wers no beiter box-.ffice drsws then the Nelson
Lee seried. He wes, therefore, not willing to agree to the firm!
desire to print Nelson Lee ysrns from other pens, while the firm
were naturally amxious to feature es meny stories of their most
popular character as possible,

When Scott refused to surrender the oopyright in his owmn
stories, Hormsworth retalisted by building up Sexton Bleke who,
over s mumber of yesrs hed appesred occesicnelly in the #d. Union
Jack end Marvel, mainly in complete stories. The permy Union
Jeck tock him over permenently. Tizker beceme & rival to Fipper
‘and Pedro the bloodhound was introduced. An army of suthors wes
set to turning cut the stories by the dosen not only in this




country but elso in Americe, where Hzrmsworth had syndicated
rights. Nevertheless, Mexwsll Scott, pleying e lone hand,
succeeded in keeping his own detective e very formidsble rivel
to Blake for seversl moTe years.

Towards the end cf his life when hie own illness end the
illness of his wife mnde it impossible to cerry on his literary
work, Scott sold the copyright of the Lee cherscters to Herms-
worth's, whe were contemplating the re-issue of them in the form
of the Nelson Lee Librery, which did, indeed, oontinue for meny

2rs .
¥ It is worth mentioning thet in 211 his stories Scott in-
sisted cn the ccmplete eccuracy of every deteil., If Nelson Lee
took 2 9.17 troin from London to Meachester, or ssiled from
Liverpncl by the Agquitenia cn the 2Tth of Jenuery snd srrived in
New York on Thuradsy the 1st Februsry, or stayed st the Galle
Fece hotel in Colombo, it mey be taken as cartein thet every ome
of these fects hed been leboricusly ferreted out from the ectusl
reilwey end steamship timetebles current et the time.

He never took & liberty with facts, however triviel, and
would write for guide books and trevel fclders from places ss
distant ee Japan so that his street nemes, hotel nsmes, aailingu{
etc., might be ebsclutely euthentic. And this for = public of
lads, even if it did edd to the trouble of suthorship ond elow
down his output. He elways felt, thet he would nct belisve in
his own cherccters if he knew thet they were doing things that
could not be done by & resl person.

The construction of s detesctive story end the deduction
ingenious clues were e form of intellectusl exercise which sppes¥ed
to his scientificelly treined mind. He sdmired, and cften cri-
ticised, the construction of the Sherlock Holmes stories from
engle. He took, in fect, to the writing of detective stories
from the seme motives that sttract other pecpls to crossword
puzzles; though in writing for Boys'papare' the intellectusl
side of detection had to be subordinated to the more sensations
sdventurous side.

He wrote of Army life so weil, although he hsd nevew been
inside » barrecks in his life, thet soldiers more than once wrot
tc him end esked if he had been in their regiments ese they ol
to recognise so meny touches of locel colour. THe wrote of Nevy
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1ife thoush he hed never been on bosrd e wership. He wrote many
fcotbell etories, but nsver ployed, end never sew professional
geme in hie life. He wrote, too, of prison life, though he hed
naver been inside e gaol. Yet ell his stories were convincing
becouse they were ell the product of speciel reseerch end reading.
He wes e subscribsr tc Mudie's library, ani used to send the
librerien en crder for boxes of books on whatever subject ke
wished to write. Then hé would study every book anl meke
copious notea before stsrting his story.

His school steries did met start until he had & son of his
o¥n 8t e bearding school, snd hed thus eateblished some personsl
comnection with the 1ifs he wished to describe. "53¢, Ninian's"
wes not a portreit of Charterhouse, hia om gon's schocl, but it
i prowsbly true thet he would not have Begun to write sbout 1ifp
et a great public schocl unless he hed been ancoursged by his
acqueintance with Chartorhouse eni his possession of 2 son to -
whom he could turn for verificetion of doubtful details.

Moxwell Scott travelled in Frence anl Germany, and slso to
Gibralter end Tengler, but thet was the extent of his personsl
knowledge of the fcreign countries which pleyed so large & part
in Helson Lee's edventures.

He wrote for nubody except Hormeworth, Pesrson snd Cessell,
the lest-nemed only for nChume" when it wes under the editorship
of Newmen Floyex. ,.Most of his work sroeared in the Boy's Fri
when the groat Homilton Bdwarde weas the dditor: certsinly the
most importent Lee serials of his best period were printed in

er.

— 1&;‘2 dié Mexwell Scott come to forseke his eerliexr sty}e of
writing in fawour of boys' fiction? How mach did he receive
for his first story of this kind, "The Phentom Dwarf"? When was|
sclscn Lee first introiuced, and how much did the suthor receive
for this mesterpiece? For the enswers read next month's insteld
ment, in which eotusl extracts from Mexwell Scott's diaries will
. be quoted.

(Continued)
— O O e

VANTED: Lesser-kncwn publicstions, 1900-19153 Sels, "Grey-
friars Herala", 18, complete. Offera? 19 "Play Tictorial”
wols. 1909-1924. 1s. ecach. E.V.Bughes, "Caewell",

25, Hillboro Road, Bognor Regis, Sussex.
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(Note: Witk this interesting - snd emusing - srticle we
welcome an old friend back to cur pegee. - H.L.)

“BEAUTTFULLY ILIUSTRATED"
By Henry Stesle.

There is no doubt thet the old "Penny Dresdfuls" =nd "Blood
possessed one greet attraction, the illustrations. These were
often weird snd wonderful, but teke them swey smd the story woml
lose helf its charm. The resdar of thosa deys probebly acceptef
those pictures with 2 blind feith end perheps failed to notice
the Jliscrspancies with which they often sbounded,

In many of Lloyds' publicotions the ssrly pilctures would
depict the corrsct period, ssy, the 17th Candary, but towsrds
the end : Victcrian top hets and frock eusts would creep in.

In e story of the Middle Agzes, "The Hesds of the Heedless",
2 men weering evening dress is shownal The lest illustretion to
"The King of the Pompas" (Young Briton", 1873) shows two men
fighting e duel in 2 rcom, a third men is holding one of them
back. In the story this spisode tokes plece on the opem
Preirie ond therz is no third man, In "Wer to the Knife"
(Boy's Stenderd, 1889) we get four 2ifferent periods. The tale
is pleced in the 18th Century, but the opening pictures show
costumes of the 15th Century. ILater on, those of Jemes I, them
Charles II and finally the 18th Century.

A story is told of sn Editor who, while in Paris, bought up
o s8¢t of weod tlocks which had been used to i1llustrete the werks
of Dumes. When he returned to Fleet Street he commissicned ean
sathor to write 2 story round these pictures. The result wes
"The Impriscned Heir" (Boys' Stenderd). They were very fine
drawings snd completely put the cthers in the shsde. It wes
remerkeble how well they suited the story, or perheps I should
sey, how well the story suited the picturss.

As a boy, I wes very fascineted by & story called "The Tyran

of the School" (Boys of the Empire, Vols 1 & 2). I must edmit
thet I wes not then #8 oriticel over the pictures ess I em now,
They were certeinly unique snd I heve not come ecress nny other
tele illustrated in the seme way, The schoclboys wore ordinary;
modern dress (1889) but older charscters were sttimed in 18th

13

Century costumes. This is to some extent exnlained by asylm
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thet these men were members of & society callei "The Refurmers”,
but menticn is made ~f the King, snd thet weuld tske the period
back to William IV, In that cese the boys' dress would be 21l
wreng. In "Paal Clifford" (pub. Lloyd 1853) scme of the illus
tlons are 18th Century, some Victorisn end one shows s Crusader
on horseback,

In "Gisnt Jeck" (Boys' Stenderd) ome of the charectaors is e
timid Iittle teilor celled "Snip"; he is oleen-sheven end &
weekling. In cme of the illustrations he is shown a8 ¢ thick-
set man with & full beard &nd wrestling with e wild btull.

In the cld deys the Publishers e=emed to heva no compunction
in using {1lustrstions from other sources. In s story "Thse Sword
end the Treesure" (New Boys' Paper, 1886) two pictures were taken
from "The Three Musketsers", cns from "Viscount de Bragelomne",
and one from "Twenty Years After'. They evidently had a
partielity for Dumes,

= Cne cen only conclude thet the copyright law must heve been
somewhet slack,

—f S ——

IF YOU HAVE A COLLECTION of old Eoya! Bocks for sesle c¢r part
ecllection for sela, feir prices given. Consult Williem Hextin,
93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, London, N.W.10, Willesden 4474.

MAGNFTS TWO FOR ONE! T will Exchenge Two Megnets (Similer
Periods for eny onz of feollowing Nos.—- 966 - 970 - 984 ~ 1038 -~
1122 - 1123 - 1124 ~ 1125. J. Welsh, 345 Stenley Roed, Kiridele
Iiverpcol, 20,

FOR SATE 53 blue and white G:ma between 600 and 767, 1/- esoh.
100 blue end red Gems between 77T and 118G, 9d. esch, Also

150 Gene wanted between 650 emd 990. 5/- for Megnet 903

"Sports Vieek et Groyfrisre”. E, B, Flinders, Roseview, Gosmore
Roed, Nr. Bitchin, Herts.

Extract from a resder's letter. "The response to my advertisement
wes topping. I s0ld every one of the Gems I coffered in next
to no time."

Advertise in the C.D., It bdrings results.
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"MY{ CREYFRIARS IORE"

R. E. Huater

Sc much hos alreedy baen written and ssid sbout Charles
zemilton's celebrated schoolboy cherscters {tc sey ncthing of Lis
many "elisssa") thet I would hardly dere ettempt to emulate or
improve in eny wey upcn the expressed judgment of the many keen
oritics before me. C.D. reeders - perticulerly those of the
Hemilton group - moy however, be interested in s brief review of
oy introduction to - end subsequently lengthy ecquaintence with
the Greyfriers sptories end will,no doubt, beer pstiently with me
whilet I sprinkle the peges of C.,D, with ry own particuler brsnd
of nostalgie,

My very first introduction to Greyfriara(slso Rookwood end
St. Jims) wes via the medium of esrly "Holidey Annuals" which I
used to receive esch yesr ot Christmes time during the period of
the eerly =md middle 1920's. T om ¢ little vsgme as to asctusl
detes or chronclogierl order of stories and em quoting puraly f:
mewory et this juncture, but I remember quite cleerly thet of th
three schools, Gregfriars ceptured my imagination from the very
ptart. Of these eerly stories I remember very vividly “Fight
for hie Homour" (festuring s detesteble new boy n=med Hesth and
roprinted - as I discovered meny yeers later - frem two early
"i!agnets") - slsc a story desling with the remsrksble wenderings
of Billy Bunter end festuring "sociel calls" by tha fet Owl at
§t. Jims 2nd Rookwood. I cennot eccuratsly nsme the title of
thic story but think it was something like "The Wendaring School-
boy". Ther alsc do I recell "The Form Master's Substitute"
(vibley versus Ponsonby & Co.) =nd & novel, rather "Feustish"
story intrcducing one Perkinson of the Remove. Parkinscn, ¢
weedy rebbit st sports (and whom I venture tc essert hss never
been heerd of before or since es s Removite) espired tc win glog

on the footbnall field. Fow he euccceded in doing eo (snd ren

p cricket score in ¢ Remove footbell metch) in return for si
awsy hie scul (in blood) to "The Men in the Gray Coat" is delight
fully #old snd well rememb:red in this ysrn. If memory serves
well, the title wes "lucky for Perkinson" ond old readers will
undoubtedly sgree that, as things turned out, it wes indeced luda%

1

for the would-be Steve Bloomer. Perheps I mey divert for e bri
moment by pondering on the pcasibility that this last mentioned




stury wes not s geruine Charles Hamilton effort. Somehow —
end allowing for the faot that I reed this story ot sn esrly sge
I herdly think it wes other them s genuine C.H. effort. I seem
to remecber that it wes tco good to hevs been written by = sub-
stitute writer.

From the foregoing it will be seen thst I received & thorough
grounding in my Greyfriers lore st quite en esrly sge end st the
time I purchssed my firet orenge-coverei "Magnet" wes ripe for
more end mere stories. The first "Magnet" I purchased wes
No.858 "The Perting of the Ways" (July 1924), the first of a
short "Smithy 2nd Redwing" series,end elthough I csnnot recell
thet T immediately bocsme & "regulor-woek-by-week-without—feil"
resder, I de lmow that net long efterwerds I became e confirmed
"Mzgnet" devolse end seldom ~ vory seldom — misssd - issue. It
would be round sbeut the Summer of 1925 when my int:rest Ppproac]led
top geer end I remember clesrly the youthful esgerness with which
I followed the adventures of my newly-fovnd chums in tke "Bunter
Ceurt" series (Summer 1925) end the "Wingete v, Loder" series
(Autum end eerly Winter 1925), Of the latter series, the finsl
tele “lLoder's Last Chance" (¥0.931) captured my imaginstion to
the N'th degree end this number is still one of the moet prized
in my ocllection.

During the yesrs that fcllowed (and es & schculboy myself)
I drenk deeply of the Greyfriars elixir of youth, ard although I
em inclined to sgree with the previcusly expressed viewa of
Roger Jenkins ccncerning the ectusl litersry superiority of let
stories (early end middls 193C's) I mey be pardened for ret
y own effecticn - end some preference — for those stories which
eppeered 8 few yeers previcus to the very best puriod. The
period in question - and for the purpose cf this article I will
rackon it as round sbout 1924 to 1928 — conteined so meny fine
series thet it is difficult to neme any perticuler runs, but I
may szy thet my own persomal preference end sffection is tied up
8 good deel with that prolonged glimpse of Vernon-Smith in his
most "Bounderish" mcod which we were treeted to in 1927. Reedexns
will recall that this period commenced with the "Dalles" series
(Merch 1927) end cerriad through with the "South Sees Cruise"
eeries of the Sumer of 1927. The wunderful charscter paintings
in the "Dr Coste" series of 1928 slso made e deep impression on
my echcolboy mind and this series remeins ome of my very top

1
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favourites, being — io my opinion «~ of even higher literary merit
then many of the later stories.

I freely scknowledge, of ecourse, that my affection for the
stories of the period indiceted has probably Wesn very mch
coloured by the feot that they were reed et a more impressionsbl
age then later stories, but I think it is pretty generslly agre
that this must elwsys Le so. Moreover, my sppreciastion of lat
stories hes nsver been impaired or in eny way lessened By the
retention of specisl effections for s-me of the serlier stories.
I heve in fsot elwsys besn a keen observer - and keenly appreci-
etive -~ of the high literory quelity of the stories from 1931 or
1932 to eround 1936. Here again it is extremely difficult to
select eny perticuler runs for speciel menticn, but if I mention
two of my own "epeciela" I loubt whether any murmure of dis-
spprovel would Ye heerd., The iwo series which I would tims
honour ere the momumentel "Wherton v Quelch" series (1932) and
the "Stacey" series (1935) - two sbsolute top-notchers. All of
which, however, ceuses me to herk beck to the commencemeant of thik
erticle in which I ssserted thet so meny keen judges of Charles
Hemilton'e work heve alresdy written on this subject thet I could
notlseripusly ettempt to sdd much concerning the high quelity of
his emesing output.

At a leter date I msy perhaps write st greeter lemgth com-
cerning the suthenticity of meny sspecte and feetures which were
incorporated into the stories, this %eing & hell mark of Charles
Bamilion's work which alweys mede e very deep impression on me,
I have often mervelled at the painstekdng sttention to deteil
which wes 80 charecteristic of the Greyfriars series - particulsrly
those desling with the numerous holidey trevel alventures of the
l=st 15 years or so - whilet the philoscphies of life =nd human
virtuss, so cften expressed by the suthor through his stories,
were s83ldom wrong.

As indicated, I hope to write more of this sspect =t soms
later date.

——000————

gay to yourself, "let's sao!l
Is my sub. to the C.D. Aue™




REPORT ON THE MENIING AT
12 ASHBURNHAM PLACE, GREENWICH, S.E.10

Despite the dnclemenh westher there wes s good mster at
genial Cherlie Wright's home on Sundsy March &th lest. We were
81l plessed to see our porular uhaitm:ﬂ
sfter his indieposition of last month.
The meeting opened &t 5 p.m. und after
the members hed sgreed to delete the
secand parsgreph of section B, rule 3,
the mimutes of the previous meeting
were read snd duly eigned. Corres-
pondence was reed and discussed,
especielly one from Herbert Leckenby
re o Mr, Poynter. PFull dsteils of
the metter conteined therein will he
found in the Merch isswe of the C.D.
Another letter sbout the forthecoming
serial in the C.D. sbout Yorkshire's
gift to fiotion, the lete Maxwell
Scott, wee loudly eccleimed by sll, especizlly the Nelson Lee fe:I.

The tressurer then gave deteils of the club's sound finenc
position. ;

The forthcoming exhibition ot the Centrsl Library,Islington,
was then disoussed, the dates being opening lMondsy March 14th,
closing Seturdsy April 9th. ir. Robert Blytke wes congretulated
on his gcod work in commection with the exhibition. Bill Hsrtin,
Herbert Lewkanby, and other good friends have losned & fesst of
good 0ld doys' books and members were treated to e preview which
wss greetly enjoyed. Our worthy cheirmen them stated that =an
exhibition st the Camberwell Public library wes contemplated. It
is to be hoped that new members will be sttrscted to the Club
from the results of these exhibitions.

The monthly exchsnge snd mert have by now become practicslly
exhsusted; 1t wos proposed by R. Whiter and seconded by R. Blyth¢
thet we approeched Bill Mertin for e supply of books sach manth a*
epprovol for sele to members. This wes sgreed to unenimously
end R. Blythe undertook to visit Bill Martin in comnection with
this I.nﬂﬂ',




Tue chairman then snncunced e gift to the club by the
brothers Whiter - a rubber stamp and & printer's block of the
clubt's bsdge. A hesrty vote of thanks wes given to the afore-
seld gentlemen, and it wes agreed to order s supply of statiomer
for members' use, particularly the postel ones.

The next meeting wes fixed for Sundey Aoril 3rd at o venue
to be decided later. This will be commmicated to all membars
lster on. The mecting closed et T-4C p.m.

An elphsbeticol quiz then fcllowed and the letturs of the

"Magnet" were used. The result was John Geal firsi, Miss P.Plugk

gecond and Len Peclman end Frank Keeling jo'n* third. One and
all grestly enjoyed this novel competilion.

Attendence: Mr. end lrs. Len Pscimen, Eleencr Psckmen,
sr, snd Mrs. Frerk Eeeling, Rchert Blytke, John Gsal, Tan Whitmo:
Mr. snd Mrs. Cherlie VWright, Miss P. Pluck, Hobert and Ben White:

BENJ=MIN G. WHITER,
Hon. Cec.

QL BOYS' BOOK CLUE
Presidint:~ Frank Richards, Esq.
List ¢f Members

Mesers. L. Peckmen (Hon. Cheirman), R. Blythe, M. Bond,

W. L. Brenton, A. Blunden, /Miss L. Butcher, Messrs. D. Brnoks,
J. Dow, E. Feyns, G. C. Foster, Miss L. B. Flinders,

hiessre. J. Geel, 4. Horscy, A. Holgete, R. J. . Knight,

F. Keeling, B, Landy, H. Leckenby ﬁice President),

R. Mortimer, B. Prime, V. Page, lrs, J. Peckmsn,

Miss P. Pluck, Mesers. D. Resdor, J. Robyns, T. Strypas,

H. A, Smith, C. Simpeon, C. Wright, Mra, 0. Wright, Messrs.

I. Whitmore, k. Whiter (Hon. Tressurer), B, Whiter {Hon.Secrstary

Hrs. E. Whiter.

—_—i 1 3] ———
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The Nelson Joe Column

Conducted by RKebert Blythe,
Bl Alsen Xoed, Hollowasy, London, N.7. L

In the letter written fc me by ¥r. Yebb, of Birminghem, thof
I promised to refer to, is the following parsgraph - "No.2 wes by
the suthor of the Plummer yemms - not by G.H.Teed, 8s, although
the letter wrote the later G.X.P. stories, it wes not until the
yeer 1923 thet he begem doing so. Either Merk Osberne, who is
scccpted as the original creetor of Plummer, or Msrk Dsrren, wh:J
I feel sure wrcte a few stories zbout the ssme character previo
to his desth in the first world war, wes the writer of this par-
ticular number."

If Mr. Webb is correct in his sssertions, then it secems that
wu must revise our lists comsiierably. T should be interested
hear from anyone who can throw sdditional 1ight on this suthor-
ship question.

Thile on this subject of suthorship, it ocourred to me thet
sume of you may know the suthors of No's 3,5,6,9,10,18. There
is no mention in these books of other stories by the same suthor,
o5 was usual in the esrly Nelson Lee's,so thet if eny of you
hove didees cn the subject, I should be plessed tc heer them, At
lsaet it should cause same controversy, even if nothing definite
wes proved.

4 question from Bun Whiter this month ie & lot sssier to
shawer then tkvt of lest month, He wente to know who wes the
sckocl porter. Depends upon whet period you rre referring to,
Ben. In the esrly stories it wes Werren, e crusty individuel,
Wut later it wes Josh Cuttle, # definite "charscter'.

A further liet of the series this month brings us wzll over
helf wey in the 0ld Series. As follows:-

No. 275-283 Intro. Dick Goodwin, the Schollboy Inventor

v 284-263 Intr. Solumen Levi

" 204-304 Intrc. Ernest Lawronce and Mr. Smsle Fox es
Housemester.,
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Ho. 305-311 Adventurss in Merdenis among the Tergossa
" 312-313 Cricketing serius intro. Jerry Dodd
n o 320-327 Adventures on Justin B. Farmin's Ranch in Mentana
" 328-335 Football Series. Feoturing Regzis 2itt and hie i
sfforte to save his home

" 336-348 The Madness of Dr. Stefford snd the Communist School
" 349-357 5t. Franks Cadets on Willerds Tsland

(¥o.352 introduces Archie Glenthorne)

.nd so to this month's list of titles,

No. 131 Th2 Hold-up of the 8.15 Mail

" 132 The Mystoery Schoolboy

" 133 The Case of tha Japanese Schoolboy
" 134 The Mystery of Mocr Querry

% 1%5 Th= Secret Menece

% 136 The Mystery of the Unstemped Letter
" 137 The Flooded School

" 136 The Bosuns' Predicement

% 139 Lozt st Ses

" 140 A Dreed Secret

" 141 A Terrible Lesson

M 142 A NWystery of the Night

" 143 The Sign of the Purpla Circle

" 144 The lighthouee Prison=re

" 145 The Secret Mission

" 146 The Circle's Vengeence

" 147 The Clue of the Fancy Vest

" 148 The New Housemaester

" 149 Hunter the Fun

" 150 The kemove in Revclt

ey
WANTED: =ny back-dated copies fur reference Ccllectora' Tigest,
Cuvllscter's Miscellany, "Parks" Vanity Fair. "Pasrks".

Stete quantity and Price Reguired. William Martin, 93 Hillside,
Stanebridge Perk, London N.W.10, Willeelen 4474.




Hemories

Deer Mr, leckanby,

Tery meny thenks for the Merxch "Collectors'
Digeet", which I have resd with estreme interest and sholl send
on to oy sisters, who I am sure will be nc less interested.

The cover. with its reproduction of one of the old "Boys'
Reslms" that were onmce such a familier festure of my fether's
study (they used to be sbout in heaeps), brings beck many memories

19, ITI, 1949. J. H. ¥ STANIFORTH
-+t +

Bouguett
22nd March, 1949.
Deer Sir,

I neve plessure in exclosing cheque for 13/-4 for
renewel of subscription to COLLECTORS' DIGEST, which I trust is
correct for 12 issues.

I heve been very interested in recent numbers, and
tkink your msgezine is sdmirsbly editad.

Yours sincerely,

CEARLES SKILTON

(Cherles Skilton, Ltd.)
+ 4+ + +

No! #renk Richards was NOT Prosper Howerd!

Deer Herbert Leekenby, Merch 24th, 1949.

Many thanks for the C.D,, more than wp to
the merk this times. L




Just at the moment I em writing e Christmas story of Tom
Nerry. Perhaps you may like to see the copy of the "Mendeville
News" which I emclose.

I found Lsonard Pacimen's latter in the C.D. sbout "Prosper
Howard" vary interesting. I have cf course often been esked
questions sbout this before. But I don't think thet I can clear
up the "mystery". I d4id not write, end have never resi, enything
ehout “Teddy Bexter”. Put certoinly I did write the "School
Under Canvse", which I naturally expscted to svpeer =8 written by
wiprtin Clifford"; Rylcombe Gremmer School being an sppendsge cof
st. Jim's. Actually "it 2438 eppeer undcr the name of Prosper
Howsrd, for reescns known only to Hinton, then oditoy: and con-
gidarsbly tc my surprise. Later on, when I saw Hintcn egein, T
esked sbout this, snd he tcld me, with his ususl besming smilae,
thet the ides wee to give & spot of "1life" to ¢ Rylcombu series
in snother pepar. I mnever looked st thet series, end don't lmow
whet it was 1ike; but Hinton's idee spperently wee thet & Mertin
clifford stoery sppeering under Prosper Howerd's neme would glve
that gentlemen o leg-up —— which was flettering though irritating
to ma, =snd must heve been irriteting without being flsttering to
M¥r. Howerd! 3But I never, sc fer es¢ I kuow, met Mr. Prosper
Howerd, or knew whet his resl name wes — only that it ween't
Charles Hamiltom! I seem to remember thet Hinton played this
jugzling trick with scme other stories written by me, but don't
st the moment recell the dcteils. That is all, I think, that I
can contribute towsrds the elucidstion of the "mystexy".

With kindest regerds,
Alweys yours,
FRAFK RICHAHDS.

{Ncte.~ The i.P, did some queer things, didn't they? To solve all
these euthorship questions seversl Sexton Blekes would be required
Hew sbout 3. K. Ssmweys, one of the Megnet, Gem substitute writers
es the outher of the Gordon Gay Empire Librery stcries? - H.L.)

+ + +

More Fevourite Stories
s 3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffield T.
Deer Editer, - Ly . . . Herch 12/49.

The gix stories which geve me the most plessurc in
my voyhood -




13

The Bleck Bex by 7. Bourne Cooke Ceptein 1913
Sparrow in Search of Expulsion series Ceptein 1922
by Gunby Hedath
In Trackless Space B2 Robt. V. Conrede (E,S Brcokes}
serial .. Neison Lee 1917/18
The Green Triangle Sardes Nelson lee 1915/16
The 013 Order by Hylton Cleaver Captein 1921

The Criminals Confederstion sgeries by Robert Murray
- . -pink Union Jeck

I have re-pesd four of these etories meny times and with
equel plessure but I must confess the Green Triengle yarns p:
diesppointing. Although I have tried to beg, borrow or stesl e
copy of "In Trackless Spece" {it wae leter republished s & com-
plete story in the Boys' Friend Librery) fcr meny years it etill
eludes me.

Yours sincsrely,
L. M, ALLEN.
++ +

Mumby, ¥r. Alford, Lines.

Desr Editor,
Here ere six ocutstending stories from my boyhood

deys:—
ircugh Trick znd Thin (St. Jim's) by Mertin Clifford
T ¢ Bays?yl?riand 34 Idibrary No. 276
The Tenderfoct by Czcil Heyter

Boya' Friend Librery Ho. 296
Rivels end Chums by Frenk Richards

Boys' Priend Library No. 328
Buffslo Bill's Pladgs

Buffelo Bill Librery

(new series) Fo. 131

Sold intc Slevery (Jack, Sem &nd Peter} by S. Clarke Hood

Boys' Friend Library  No. 217
Tom the Tenderfoot Boys' Own Librery Wo. T4

Thuse I hove resd meny times over.
PERCY SUITH.




(Fote. - The following sccount of rn eerlier Book Club will
interest all our resders, but, ss will be gathered from
Mr. Medcrsft's seccnd parsgreph, the motive of the one run by
the enterprising Mr. Wilson 40 years ego wes rather diffarent to
that of the ome now sctive in London. - H.L.)

THS 'CRIGINAL OLD BOYS' BCOK CLUB

John Medereft

The 0ld Boys' Book Club, e 7bly orgenised and controlled by
London members of our cirele for the berefit snd sociel inter-
course of 0ll interassted in mcdern boys' pepers, is now firmly
established and the montkly reports of ite ectivities sre perused
ty tke mej.rity of the menbexs.of our clen. g

But, contrery to gemerel belief, it is not the first of its
kind for, sbout 4C years ego the late J.J.Wilson, a Londoner
resident in liverpool, sterted the original 0ld Boys' Book Club.
¥o high idesls inspired the formstion for the Club wes mersly e
cloak for o buok treding wventure, gonuine enough es such, but
controlled snd officered sclely by Jimmy Wilson himsalf.

The firm of Edwin J. Brett hed recently closed down and thedr
remsinders were flooding the merket, reviving interest in the old
Victorism boys! pspers. Teking tide et the flvod, Wilson pur-
chrsed large quentities, merked them with the femilisr rubber
stemp of the 0ld Boys' Book Club snd listed them under this
heeding tc the meny collectors ond sentimentelists whose interesges
ked swskened. When the huge remsinder stocks of Hogerth House
were releesed 2 few yeers lster, Wileon bought extensively and
resold vie the 0ld Boys' Book Club. He used to point proudly
tc his fine Livervool house end declore thet it wes bought out
of the profits on the Brett snd Hogerth House remsinders end herdg
I em convinced he spoke truly.

From his boyhood in London, Wilson loved the old Vietorienm
penry dresdfuls =md boys' journals end his knowledge of them was
wnsurpessed, On this subject he wes a frequent correspondent
to Northern newspapers, the Collector's Miscelleany and meny othea
smeteur magesines up to his desth in 1932, But originsl idess
of the extent of literary licence £llied to e peculier sense of
humour minimised the velue of much of his writing for, adept et
drswing the long bow, his memy interesting articlecs on the subjed
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were ususlly = Wlepi of feet end fiction in ~homt squel’ propor-
tions, Notwithetending the mamy gennine fieree ond fentestic
titles from whick to chuvss, Tilson dc lighted in inventing otherg
to the dotriment of faot end the confusicn of loter students of
the lore of the paxmy drendful. Twven the lote Nontsgus Surmsrs'
suthoritotive work, "Gothic Siblicgrephy", contains oxemplas of
the inventiveness of Jimmy “ilsen.

‘Todry there cwm b. ne cuvllection of Victorien beys! journeld
snd romences, however s.c11, thet doss not include et lsest ono
jtem merked with the oncé fumilier Tubber stemp of the originel
014 Beys' Bock Club.

THiT “PURPLE" PEiIOD

3y Leonard Pcekmen

The yeor? — 1917. ¥y ege? - twelve. "Magnet", "Gem",
mizlacn Le<", "boy'e Friend”, Wnion Jack" end "Penny Populer'.
¢ diffurent pener asvery day - scretimes twe - from iondey to
Fridey. But weity somethdng even Yotter then thet, - Ssturdey
npookhunting"! Yes, @ tour of thu locel second-hsnd bock shops
Hew Oross. Tuo stops — "Megnets" end "Geme" tWo £ pemny -
plenty of them. Under the comter, {populer then s8 now) Red
w,ts" rnd Grean “Gls".

Cnoumert Rotd, Peckhem, Mr. & ¥ra. Hevmond's stell. Any-
thing you liks, particulerly "Boy's Friend 34 Tibrery” (134 ar-ch‘.
wyn ngn_owp ph WR TN, WYLJY ate. 3 for o pemny. The st=ll is
still there i I see Jirs. Hemmond rsgulerly even now. Alns, I
don't ses the old favourites! Then ca to Uplend Hoed end Undery
Bi11 Rozd, Eeet Dulwich, Forest Hill, Brixton ani Sydenham., Ah
yes, Syderhom. I remezber! — Whit-Sundey - gcthr rrid, - Whit-
HMondry — welk vic Cydemhom to Fromley Ticods. = S.eond-hend wook-
ghop - in the windiow - green Geus fnl red Mngnete 34 ench. Pocke
zoney? - 1/—. Twenty—four lovely books - walk to Brouley - mingty
but heppy £11 dsy. Thot night in bel — glosting over my - -
tressures - mervellous! Ales, ~age snops heve all diseppesrel,
overy one. krs, Hemmond's strll the only link lsft with 1917.
Phirty-two yeers she has known de, snd even now - a8 then = knows
ay first to last favourite peper, beckwerds. Heppy, hevpy
npurple" pericd.

-3 =GOt~




Al Corr enge %o
H.M.Bond, 10 Erw Ven, ; Comddff.

THZ ROUND TABLE

Thenks to ¥ilfred Derwen we hove 8 new Dlakiane heading thip
month. What do you think of it? I particularly like the minip-
ture U.J. in the centre of the sketch and the addition of Tinker|
and Pedro in the heading scene is most welcoms as I think you
will all egree. Wc ore pleased tc welcome Mr. Ben Whiter to oup

%his month. ©Een has been doing » lot of work in the Blakp
ficld of late snd I think we can expect more interesiing items
from him in future issues. I am alweys pleased to have articlep
both long snd short as I told you the other month, but they sre
especially welcom? when they are from new contributors. Mors
pleesel I see thet the Merch issues of the S.B.L. are by
Messrs. Tyrer snd Drummond. Quite » change to have two of the
newcomers in one menth, emd both zre excellent stories. I am
told on good suthority that more copies of the $,B.L. will be
aveilable this month owing to .the incresse in peper supplies.
¥ow is your chance to introduce Blake to all thoase young resders
you know. Buy 'em copies snd send for presents. We MUST try
and creete s new "Golden Age" for our fevourite. It's up to us
all to do our bit in this respect. I have alresdy interested
some twelve or more lads in the 5.B.L. and they ere most enthusi
pstic. The A.P. have just ducided to introducs the "Oracle"
end "Mirscle" Libraries once sgain, If this cen be done we

T
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might yet have thet new Blake weskly we sll dreem sbout, And hot
sbout 2 line to the B,B.C. asldng for e Bluke play cr seriel? I
se¢ that Messrs. Charles Skilton sre issming 2 circuler lstter to
Bunter fons te send & cerd to the B.B.C, telling them that they
would like & Bunter brouedesst, so why not do the ssme for Bloke?
After all, we have been treated to so mamy sceond rete radic
sleuths that ¢ blt of boost for Blake would not be esmiss.

Cheerio for now,
H, MAURICE BOND.

SIXTON BLAFE'S GOIDEN AGE
. new article by Rex Dolphin
Paxt II

Encugh of criticism, now to praise. Sc well-knit o teem
were the Blike suthors thet it is difficult teo give pride of pleeg
tc eny onz. But anong ths best sursly was Hobart Murrsy whe wrof
throughout the Golden ige =nd msy slmost be said to have sterted
it. The originel "Confelerstion" series {some dozen stories in
£1l) were running in "The Union Jack" et the stert of the Jecede;
end they “were rerrinted in full, with sligbt modernissticn st the
eni. The scrics was ~lsq leter eslonerted and ren for many yeers
till sbout 1927, but these sturies did not seun to egqual the ex-
cellence of the originsl lczen. This wes Robert Hurrsy's chief
ec~ ‘ritution tc the 3lalke soga, and s fine job it wes. The
Cenfederstion stories wers, howaver, chiefly siventure anl nut
detective stories. Next in merit smong Murrsy's werk, Maurice
Boni pleces the Ir. Sstire series. WMy omm preference is ths
Paul Cynos series for its supesrior eredibility snd humsn touch.

Ancther who hed bean £ Blake writer for some yeers at the
cutest o the lecsde wes Cecil Hayter, crestor of "Spots" loeely
end Lobsngu. Scmetims I think he wes the best Bleke suthcr of
thex £11. Thzn, cn rafizcticn, T rezlise ke 1id not write sny
detective stiries at ell,” They were pur: edventure. [Iayter
hed 5 delightful essy-tc-resd styls. He wos £ mester of nsturel
diselogus end was excellent st hendling subsiiiery cherscters. He
hed the humen touch. And sbove 2ll, his beckgrounds were superb
Heyter's trips into the Africen intsrior were snl sre & Joy to meq
I'm with him on » reel expedition every time. I can reed a Heytex

@
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story several times without growing tired of it. But T reed 1t
for etmosphere. beckground and style. The plot doesn't matier.

Like Emytur, in thet they wrote sdveanture and trevel rether
thon detective sturies wure George Hamilton Teed snd Williem
sparrsy Graydon. Tesd's bockgrounds were, like Heyter's, vivid &ni

8

lguttonticy end his chorseters Fuxton Tymer, Wu Ling, Medamoisell
Yyorms rud Roxenu with meny vthers, were & msinstey of the Blske
{pugezines during mest of the dscade. Teei's happiest beclyround
iwre perhaps the Chin:se scenz, ond his stories of Sextom Blsie in
semelurie (7.J. 1434, 1495 end 1497) deserve specizl Cention. lig
\Bt;tw uphe 7ictim OF Black Magle" (S.3..1. 2ni seriss lo. 134)
‘rexks among my fsvourite Blake storiss of all time, Toud wes sljo
onc of the very fuw suthurs who dared o <ivu 3lake & love-intersgt
not toc happy en experiment. William Murrcy Greydon wss e pro-—
1ific writer during the eerly part cf the decede. His storice
|were "cumplete”" in thet new charscters were usel in erch. His
style wes melodramatic, his plote warkmenlike but unlistinguished
but somehow he injected stmosphere into his stories oni I reed them

of beckgruunds at his dispossl. Teed end Grayilon, it seumed, hed
between thep visited most spots on this eerth.

Witk Rex Hardinge and Coutts Brisbene we heve snother pair of
trevellers with mach in cumacn., Esch was mainly concernel with
Africa end Inlis; eech wrete in addition te trevel trles, memy
excellent detective sturies. Hordinge's "The Men I iilled"
(D.W. Ho. 20) is probebly the best single atory in s11 Blake lure}
Hardinge, whe for a time took cver Heyter's Losely end Lobengu,
is still writing Bleke, but withcut the inepiration he vnce hed.

(Tc be continued)

RESEARCH
By Benjemin Whiter

Compiling & research on that femous detective of boy's end
0ld boy's litersturs, Sexton Bleke, is well nigh » gigeatic taak.
when the ides of reseerch of old boy's story papers wes mooted byl
Robert Blythe, the Nelson Lee expert, st one of the'meetings of
the London 0ld Boys' Bock Club recently,. it wes egreed tc leave

with interest eni cccesionslly fescinetion. He hal n large varigty

4



| pensive and thoughiful mood I pame %o the oomolusion thet it wks

Jalphsbet has en entry under it temmineting with Zenith the Albin of

‘|*Ineky Dip" which wes broedoest on

| coming Soca!l "Sexton Plake and ‘the See

19 .

'mt the famcus Bzkear Street sleuth. I.ate:.: on, whon I was 4n s:

not right to neglest Hlake, =md so T vohmtéered to 4o the Tapesrch
gt & subsequent meeting of the Club, With all the issued mumbers
of "The Story Paper Oollector” end e good meny lssues of "The
Culleotars! Digest™ o help me, togeiher with soms rotentive Jmow-
ledge of my own, I mede a start on ihe undérteken tesk, Jotidng
downt informetion on pleces of paper, later on to be transferred
into & small index mciebook, I heve msie considerable bmdwa{.
TUnder the letter A, I wrote the 99 known suthors in elphseheticsl
crder, thanks to Herbert Léckenby's ariicle In sn issuv of the
SpC. 'This wes follewed by other itema apd every letter of ‘the

Tt hag been grest fun end oné Seturday might I burnt the midnight
oll, writing up dsts sitting up in bed. . The subjeot is wnlimited,
from the suthorities on Sexton Blake who have contributed to the
¢.D. end 5.P.C., t0 the scrisl which rem in.the B,B.C. programme
Trursdey efternions end. sveningy
auring one of the pre-war yesrs. Reading up ell the ertioles end
dete no doubt prove to be very velusble st the fortheoming
exhibithon of ol hoys' story pspers of yesteryear at the
Islingtan Pubilc Librery, London, whem I lope Blske will.be in
the forefromt-of tho guestions that will be seked and ‘snswared,
thsuks to tho resesrch thet I heve indulged in duwring the paet
fow weeks, ) .

Next Mouthf "Sexton Flake rmd the First World Wer® by - HM. Bond.
World War" by

. H.i, Bond.
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