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FROr.! THE UlITQR18.~ 

Thr,nks i: Lot J~ by the bouquets, the Msroh issue seems to 
hcve hit the high spots. Well, it certainly did 

provide plenty of rellding egdn. Thct letter fl.-om Frcnk Riclull:, e 
come elong efter the Letter :Box hBd been 11111de up, but so tull of 
newB ll'lll it thet we simply hnd to get it in S0111eho,r, even if it 
mel'nt the expe!llJe of f"ou.r more pcgea. 

As for our greet scoop, the ''Valrell Scott Dieriea", it hsa 
lteen o reel tre at to reed the c0111Dente, especiolly from the old 
timers, who reed hie etirriilg atoriN by gsalight or the aid ~,. 
cott96e lemp when the cs:itur,r ffll8 young. In this issue 7ou "1.L 
see our ooll8!:8U8 Jeck Wood bu BOt properly into hie stride, 8Jlj 

thQt'e ar& · !JD7 number at intereating renl.etiona to oome. Thie 
110Dth'a instelmsnt giftll 10ll e good illwstretion at lleDell 
Scott•a poinsteld.ll,! end ooucienUoQe methods. .&n4 thq wiiid. 



.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~ 

to on ll B11thon for boys lik.i hlm. H•,c!c-writers& 

''The C .D. on the alert eg,:,1n" ;ves wbst someone h Ad to soy 
s!ter re s dillg Ollll' Nlll!lrla! on the gentleman who got Woatiin•e \'lorl 
cGDf.Wled with Sexton Blake Libreriea. Yes, we tb1nlc we c,m se, 
the JIDrch issu e 'Im& worth . relldill8• 

For Toar Eers John F. !luckl r..nd, o lilember of our cirol a , b!ls 
\ een co:Il!llissioned by the B .:B .c. to '11'1'1 ta th e 

mueio -for their production, Henry V, on the oir, Aoril 2}rd. 
~e s note of th l1 det e . 

Looldng ..he!!d I l!m not goiDg to ooloul ote ho• maiv shopping 
da;re th :.."'%'9 sre to Chrisms, but thllre ilf ,m 

1q>ortent svent which t eke11 place ebout thet time P..ich ill alree 
giving me !llllCh !ood for tholJ8ht - the public ~tion of ~ .AI:nual. 
!lreedy Yre hev6 r..ceiv ;:,d ord ers . ~nd BTJ'f e:nount of suggestions. 
All th ese will hove our c~refUl consiier,,tion, so continu a to 
send them nlong. It is ol ~~r th at it is impers tiv e th et there 
11111Bt be e "Coll ector's Who's Who" rgrin. Thot it s&...ns c.ust be 
en .Annuol avant, just like th e cpp aerDnce of Dabrett•s Pe~ e 
end Whitaker's .;.J..mll~c. It will probably b e on th .:; S!'n:a lines 
~s this year's with the addition of meiv n'3W Mt:1as. 

~meon& s~id to mu th .. other day that they th ought tho 
6rtiets nevar got the credit th91 deaarv<J.i. I l!gl".oe, so how 
about en Arti st 's '.'Ibo's Who on the lines of thst of th e authors? 
The Author's r:'ho's Too Ps so populPr, by t he wry, that"' " heve 
had nu:nerous raqu es te for more. Ok1>yt if you gi ve us shc rt 
bi.ograpbi tls of your own p P.rtioulsr f Evourit es, pl ..eee send along 
No. 3 hes t o b;, b 11tter trum 1lo. 2. Pbewlt 

+ + + + + 
:tore Limel.ij\ht A week or twt' ?go t he Nawa~onicl.;, devc te:l 

h8lf of one of its centre, ; ~ e to" vary in ­
ter06ting article "In Def ence of Our Comioe" wit h reproductions 
cf front p!lges of Chi:;:,s and Ccmic Cuts of yeste.rye:u- . A dny er 
two lPt er e couple of letters , rGOP.lling poyuler seri~ls , wer e 
publii_ihed. 

Then, ss will be s,;an here, Bunter hs .s been in the haedlin 
again. Further, after th e sixth I'OWld cup-ties, John llsc sdem 
of the ''Dsil.:J Eicpre1111" 111ade u.ee of him to get sn effective 
heeding to s report of one of the gemes. 



T• l:14•, Bunter bll1 pe11ed into th e English l o~e c11 

IIUftly ee Felstiitf 11114 Ir. Piolari.clt. .l8 tor hb post P l ord.er, 
it 1 • es fRl!IOWI es Betty Grsbl .i • s - er - neth er lilllbs, Bernari 
Sbtrw•e post-o ards, or \7inaton Churchill'• otgt n. lnd t hl' t 
reminds !liO of e little sto17. Not long riro I'll optimist sent n 
postal-order for one ebilllng to someone moet of you know with e 
requ11t for "oae dosen Jfagnate, not too mau,r of th e l11ter 

Jlllll:bere". The p.o. waa returned to him with s good~ 
aqgeetion th et he send it to Billy Bunter, 

And thct'e 11110IJ8h from me !or this month, 

Yours sinc erely, 

mu!liRl' m: J:ENBY 

~1 Early Issu es of Gem, )([>gnet, Pluck, DreedJWU6ht. A 

tn l:!!Jgneta end GeC8 for diap oeel llild Red-oovared Uagnete for 
Jllcohenge only. - Eric Feyne, 2} Grove Roed, Sllrbit on, SUr1'97· 

UIITli,'D UlmllTa: Ga. 10 11 }56, 358, 359 11114 }75. Top prices 
peid. LealW'd Paclman, 21 Arcbdele Road, Beet ])U].wich, 

LonJ.on, s.1.22. 

!!!!!!l, 1 Aldine Publlc eti ons, T'.upina, Duval s, Robin Hoods, eto , 
E. R. Landy, 4 Nuneaton Roed, Dsgenhsm, Essex. 

J;CIU.M}E: Offka, Detectin Wee~ l-50l Sexton Blues, others. 
1'SDted, Boys' J'riend Librsriea , Farrers Lord, etc. H.J .H.Bertlett 
Peee Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset. 



l 
LEli.~ FROltl ·uw. L.Li.JU j,S OF ~ soorr 

Continuity by J ohn P. 'iood 
~~~~~~~--...... 

II 

?o whom di:i Maxwell ~oott I 
c,ra much <>f his ins pir ·n i cn ? Who 
,,rns "St !lin Ccrtl.iy''? !Ji:,w c.id I 
.t..l!XTfflll Scott chcos.i bis n;Jl!Hi~ 

plume? And the name of his ;' r 
femcue d~toc ti ve? How wps th e 
riv el Sext on Bl sku bull t up into 
'll'Orl<!-'l'i da f Cl!:e, ::nd why': 

With t hee ~ qm,riea I en6.e-! 
'/!13 first dip into 1;n.; di aries of 
~~ell Scott. This ::.unth I pro­
vi d& tb a S!!.s-...,rs ea r -,vo~l.Jl! in 
th., notea of th e f clllOUS !'Uthor 
w.meel:f, er in t hv V:<>rds .:if bis 
eon. 

~ .; ch i.;f li t er : ry influ ancc; 

to ID'.1ch DT. S1.-miforth was in-1 
debtc:i ?:cs undoubtt<cily t M t of i~: . 
r:o= :>:iyl a . lie wne s &T ee t ! ' - ,,, . 

mir dr o!· t hu Sherl .:>ck Hclm .. e ~ -
st ori.;,s, :i.::.d t!l;, f3ct of th eir 
b eing writt 1:.n by <' f .Jllo w me.ilcRl rn~n cN ve"sdt li. ir int :!''"et 
f or hm. ?l:.a us ., l!Wde by CC!l.fQ. Doyl . of r;i,,d.ioC>l t ;;chnio i,li ti es 

I in ficti on ehoww hi:n t he pose ibil i tbs of thie ldn -! of 11fot , "nd 

I his ecril tiet st ori es war e cften beee1 on prcf aeaiu n,,! t~ - s ~nd . 

I 
hcd o docto r for e l:.~ro. An exi-.::ipl;, of t~a period is t h.i 
Dr. '\7r:t .. r h, ,use s eries he wrot e in Sheffi r:l d . 

Vr.sn he =te red the r e~l.ms cf bcya 1 fic t i on , t he~fc r a , i t 

ll'!'S n!ltur r.l thet the H.ea sil.:iuld occur t ? tim of l - il ~ in tr.l e 
fi ~lJ. whe t Dr.tl c hod do:ie f er r.nctil ur o:!.r.ss or r -,r ·i,;1r - POl\lJl Aris 
t b .. tl :em'> c.,f i ;:;t~ction . It mfly .,.,...,u b o , us hu rJ.:;:.s .;,lf r 9!;1Britud.1 

h!'lf-s1:ri ous l,y, tb !lt b'.lt fo r his o;,n icl tet ion c! the 3ol.mus id.ea 
in his ?:e lson IP-e ;y5rns fo!" tho popul 11r Press, Pol n~s =Ii net 

; hsve beBll 110 p<li)Ular and sc, fruitful r 'b!lsis f or tut= writEtrs 

lof thi~ typ~ of fiction fer boys. 



'j'j 

Scott's earlier work was .all written un~er t he name of Stain 
cortley ws a result of e lett er bui.Dg so address ed to him by 2 

corr esp ondent who fowid t he ueuel dif:ticulty in dacipheriJlB e 
doctor's handwriting !illd signsture . When he beg e:n to write for 
boys• papers, however, be edopted th e more fe!!liliar pseudoeym of 
Marwall Scott - o compound of his wife's m11idert DBlllEl of M.o.nell, 
and that of. an old friend, Mr. Scott, ll'ho had recently died . He 
had e feney that this psrticulor rhythm of syll ebles wna II me.scot 
for him, and it i& noticeabl e t hat he never departed from it in 
the nWDes of his heroe s. His four det~tive heroes ell follow 
this theme - Nelsen Lee (Herimn.orth public:,itions ), Keeyon P'ord 
and 1lernon Reed (C • .Arthur Pearson) snd Jfllrtin Dale (Chums) - es 
does al so hie mdn rivr,l l'nd imitetor, Saxto n Blake, not to 
!:l.ention Dixon Hl!llke, Dixcn :Brett, Ferrera Locke, end others. 

The n'l.Le ?Telson Lee WllB invented on the spur of the moment, 
end without aey ide a of the 1:aq)ortenoe 1 t wee efterwnrds to have. 
It was due t o the ,;,ccident that he had recently noticed the names 
pf A Mr. Nelsen end ll Mr. Lee, both st?'llJl86N to bi.m, amonget 
th& various lett&rB en.:i circw.u-s in his morning ms.il. 

The time c8llls, however, llhen there were disegre91Dent11 betwe 
Scott 8Jld Hemsworth' 11 aver tl;).e remuneration for the stories. 
Scott felt that es he coul d rarely leave his 111>rk f or London, end 
wss cons equently out c,f regul ar t ouch with the fin r.noiel side of 
the papers for l'lhich he wrote, th.et advantage wee sometilnes takan 
9f this t o keep him in th e derlt about current r ates of pey. 

It wee e discgr aee bl e surprise to loern c,ne dey fron; hie fri 
R. St.John Cooper that Ccoper W.'38 being paid cur e f or st or i es 1lhi 
Cooper odmi.tted were no better box-..,f fice drm111 then the Nelson 
Lee seried. He wee, therefore, not willing to llgl"99 to the fim' 
desire to print lfelll<ln Lee yarns from other pens, while the fim 
were naturall7 amd.ou io fNP'e ae 11181\f stories of theu 110ltt 
popular oharecter ae poaalllle. 

'When Scott l'81'Uaed to nrramder the c,opyriBht in hia om 
at'oriea, Earmnoorth retaliated b7 bQildhlg up Sexton Blake wbo, 
over II number of 7esrs hed appeared occaeionalq in the id. lJnion 
Jeck end Jlarwl, mainq in oomplete atoriee. The pem!J Unlon 
Jsclt t ook him onr pel'11181111ntq. Tinker b8C8118 a riffl to :lipper 
mid Pedro the blood.bound wu 1ntroduoed. .An BrlllY of 11Uthore 1188 

Mt to turn1ilg Ollt the etoriee by the dosen ?JOt on.q in this 



ccnmtr.Y wt aJ.eo 1n America, v.hare Herminrorth bed syndicated 
rigbte. Nevel'tbeleee, M!!XW9ll Scott, playing e lone h!lnd, 
succeeded in keeping h111 own detecthe e very tol'lllidsble rivel 
to Blake for sever11l more 7aara. 

Towards the end of bis lite when hie awn illnea11 and tha 
illness of bis wife ~~de it impossible to cerry on hie literary 
work, Scott sold th e oop;rri8ht of the Lee chsrect91'8 t o Het,118-
worth's, who were contemplatillg the re-issue of thEll!I in the fem 
ot the Neleon Lee Libr 1J17, which did, indeed, continue -for l!l8t\7' 
yeers. 

It is worth me.ntio~ th et in P.11 bis stories Scott in­
eist ed on the C{.mplete eccurecy of ~ry dete il. If Nelson Lee 
took e 9.17 train from London to KE:!chester, or Hile!! from 
Liverpool oy th e Aquiteni a en th e 27th of J!Ul\U!X'y end srrived in 
Hew York an Thursday the 1st Februnr,r, or sta;;red et tha G111le 
Face hotel in Colombo, it f1Jl!Y be taken as c.JrtP.in th at every onE< 
of these fect11 had been laborious~ ferreted out from the eotual. 
reil,roy end steaD1Bhip timetables current et the time, 

He never took a llb ert, with facts, however trivisl, and 
would wr1 te f or euide books end travel folders from pl aces ea 
distant es J epen ao that bia street names, hotel nemee, eilinga 
etc., might be e'!,aclutely euthentic. And tbia for e public of 
lede, even if it did edd to the trouble of authorebip and slow 
down hie ou~ut. He elweys felt, that he would not belhve in 
hie o,m cllDrcctere if he knew tru:t the,- were d.::1Dg things that 
coul d not be done by e re l'l person. 

The conatzuotion of e detective sto27 end the deduction 
illgenious clu es were e form of intellectu.!11 exercise which apper- ad 
to bia soientific !ll~ trelned mina, He lldmired, snd oftan cri­
ticised, the construction of the Sherlock Holmes atoriee from 
sngle. Re took, in feet, to the writing of detective atoriee 
from the seme motives thet ettrect other peopl.J to crossword 
puzzles; though in wri tillg for ~ • pe~ • the intellectual 
side of detection bad to be eubordinete1 to the more eeneatiomi 
edventurous aide. 

He 111'0te of Ar::,y life so i,vll, slthough he hM nevu been 
inside e berrscu in his lite, tbet soldiers more then once ,rot 
to him end e11ked. if he had been in their regiments e11 they cl 
to recognise 110 lll8ZV' toQches of local colour. 11!! wrote of li'e-,y-



Lile th ollf:h hb hsd nanr bean on boi:1rd e 'IIU'llhip. He wrot e 1ll81IT 

fcotbell et orba, but naver plcyad, ond nwer sew e pro!888iO?llll 

gam<.1 in his life. He 'III'ote, too, of priaca life. thOUBh he bed 

nner boon inside e gaol. Yat t!ll hie st ories were oonvinci.ng 

becouse t hey were ell the produc t of apeoiel roaeeroh end re 

Re wcs e subsoribar t o lmdie'& li'brazy, 8n:i uaad to send the 

librarian en .:.rder for boxes of bookll on whatev.ir subj&ct he 

wiabt.'Cl. to write. Th.in he would et~ fl'ffiJ:1 book anrl meke 

copiOWI notes bat'orv atarti!lg his at o17. 
His sch ool stories did not start until ha bed e son of his 

o,m et e bc tirding school, snd hed thus estebliehlld some pers on.el 

oonneotion with th e life be wieheJ. to deecribe. "StJUnian' s" 

wes not e portrcit of Ch11rterhouse, 1'.is own son's aohocl, but it 

ill pro\ably tNe that he l:'Olll.d not hen \egun t o write obout lif 

et e ~eet public scho ol unl ;1ae ha he1 been ancoureged by his 

ecqurlntence with Chart orbouae end hie possession of e son t o · 

,mom ha could turn f or vorificeti on of doubtfUl details . 

Monell Scott travelled in Fronce enrl GerlllalV', end also to 

Gibrelter end Tangier, but th et '1188 the GXtant of his pereonal 

kno'll'led&e of the ! creian countries wMch pley ed so large II pa:-t 

in N"lson Lee's edventurua . 
He wrote for twboey except R:)1'1!18Worth, .Pellraon ond Cassell , 

the leat-nemed only for "Chuma" when it 11118 under the editorship 

of Ne1i1118D floJaJ:, , . Mo!lt. ot. Ml! ltlltk Jmti~ in the 1101' a Fri 

when the great HDmllt on ~ ?:88 the editoh cert111nly the 

moat importent Lee aerie.le of his beat period were printed in 

that paper. 
How die llenell Scott CODI(, to f orsake hie o1erli er a1;fle of 

writing in favour cf boys' fiction? Rw much di d ho J.'6cei't'EI 

for his first story of this kind, "The Phsntom Dwarf''? '\then we 

;i"lscn Lee first intru:l.uced, Bild ho• muoh did tha author receiv 

for this mesterpieoe? Porth.a enawora read next month's instel 

ment, in which sotual anraow tran J181Wall Scott• e dieriea 'l'1i 

be quoted. 
(Contlnu.ed) 

--<lOo-

WAl~i Leeaer-kncwn publications, 1900-19151 Seh, "Gra,-

fiim Harald", 18, complete. Offers? 19 "Pls7 Pict orial" 

vols. 1909-1924- la. each . E.V .Hll8hee, "Caswell " , 

25, Hillboro Road~ ~r Regu, S1111aex. 



~Note: 'iiiUrthis inter eet!Dg - ll!ld 81:11&111.ag - erticlo we 
walcoma M ol d fri82ld bllCk to Oll1' pagee. - H.t.) 

DBEA!Pi'IFULLJ ILLOSTRATFl)" 

!',y He?ll')" Steele. 

There is no doubt thet the old "Peruv llrefldfule" end "Bloo " 
uoseessed one greet ettr nction, the illustrations. Thes e wora 
~ften waird :md 'll'On<!artul, but teke them ewrr, end th e story woul 
lose half its ohal,n. The re sdar of th osa deye probably accept 
those picturea with e b!.in d faith end -perbBpe f'niled t o notic e 
the JJ.ecrepMciee with which they often abounded. 

In l1l8D1 of Lloyt\s' publ1cot1ons the aerl.y pictures wauld 
,i apict the c.)rr,,et i:,:1ri od , s~, the 17th C.in~, but towards 
tho and : Vict crian to p hats enu !re.ck cui te woul! creep in. 

In e stvry of the Mlddle ~, "Tha Roede of the Heedleee", 
s IDB?l 'A'aP~ ev,ming droas is ehownl The lest illustration to 
"The King of - thll P:,mpee" (YoUJ16 Briton", 187') ahowa ho lll8ll 
fighting e duel in e rcom, s third 111tn is holding one of them 
be~. In th ,a et ory this episode hkes pleca on the open 
Prairie ond there is no third IIIIIZl. In "Wer to the Jrnlte" 
(BoJ''e Standard, 1889) w & get f'OIU: ;!iff'erent perioa. The tale 
is placed in the 18th Century, bllt the opdng pict.uree show 
coat1mea of' the 15th Centuzy. Later on, thoee of Jl!lllliB I, than 
Charles II and ~innll.7 the 18~ Century. 

. . . ... . 
A story is t ol d of r.n Edit or who, v;t..ilo in Paris, bought up 

c ei:t of 'l'lt'od blocks which had been used t o Ulustrete the works 
of Dtmlee. When he r eturned to Fleet Street ho oolllltlesioned en 
author to writt: e story roun d these pictures. The result WEs 
"The Imprisoned Keir" (Boys• Stenderd). Thsy wer1:1 very fin v 
d:rsw.iDga end complete]Jr put the others in the elu!de. It l'ltle 
remarkable ®11' well they suite:i the st ory, or 'Perheps I should 
sey. how well th& st ory sui tad the pictures . 

.As a boy, r Wll8 very fasoineted b:, e stor;r oa.lled ''The T;yran s 

of the Sch ool" (Bcye of the Empire, Vole l & 2). I must edcit 
thet I wee n.>t th611 l!S cri ticsl over the pictures 11e I e:n now, 
They were oerteinl.y Ul'liqUB end I hllVB riot come scraBB nrr:, other 
tale illustrated 1n the same wey, The scho olboys WON o:rdiDar.,' 
CIDdern dress (1689) bu.t oldar chsrsctera were sttbe:i 1n 18th 
Century cnstumes. Thie ie to eome extent elC!'>lained by aeyi?g 



th i:. t th"8 i: m,;n were i!Wlllbers of e society ca.l.le.i "The Ref ... rmers ", 
but menti on is made 0f th.-. ~. snd that wvw.d t vk,3 the p,;riod 
baclc to Williac 'IV. In that case the bo7a I dress would be ell 
wrong. In "Pmll Cliff ord." (pub. Lloyd 1853) sulile of the illuatrs 
tions !l1'e 16th Century, eom;,, Victorisn end one abo'\<'B e Crusader 
on boraeback. 

In "Gisnt Jeck" (Boys• Standard) one of the cba.recters is e 
t:lJ!lid 1i ttla teilor celled "Snip"; he is clean-shev..n and a 
weelclJJ3e. In cne ;,! the illustrations he ia shown es e thick­
set men with e full beard end lt'N&tl.ing With c 'rll,l bul.l. 

In the old. deys tha Publishers eell!Dad to heva no compunction 
in using lliu.stretiona fr om other soUl'cea. In e st;:r,y "The Swo 
end th e TresllUl'e" (Ne..,, :Boya• Paper, 1886) two pioturt:s war e tabn 
from "The Three lifuaketeers", one fr om ''Visc ount de Bregelonne" , 
end one frcm "Tunty Years After'', ~e;r m dent).J had e 
partielit)' for Dw:ma. 

Ono csn on).J ::ooclude thet the copyrie'ht l aw mu.st h.eve been 
sOlllffhet alack. 

--:: : :--

I? YOU lit.VE A COµ.-WrIO!f of old Boye' Books for eel.a er part 
collection for sale , feir prices given. Consult William Ue.rtin, 
93 Hill.8ide, Stcn ebridge P!!rk, London, Jl .v: ,10, Willeadon 4474. 

?.iAGNEl'S TWO FOR O!rat I will Exchange Two !48gnet11 (Similer 
Period) for eny ona vf foll o'l-'in8 Noe.- 966 - 970 - 984 - 1038 -
1122 - 1123 - 1124 - l.125. J, Welsh, 345 Stanley Road, llr.kdde 
IJ. verpool, 20, 

FOR SAIE 53 blue and white G<>lD8 between 600 end 767, l/ - each. 
100 blue and red Gell)8 between 777 !llld ll8C, 9d . ee oh, Al~ 
150 'GantB wanted \etweeu 650 end 990. 5/- for lfegnet 90' 
"Spcrta Week at Gr~ri8Ttl", E, :B. :Plinders, Roa&vililf, Goamore 
Re.ad, lir, Hitohin, Be:rts. 

Elctrect frail a reader' 11 letter. "The re11pOI111e to IV' adva:rtia t 
1188 topping. I sold ....,. one ot the ;.a 1 ottam 1n next 
to DO time.• 

AdvvrtiM 1n the C.D. l\ ~ l'Ulllt.. 



.--~~~~~~~~~~~104 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~--. 

"lll GREn'R.IA.'1S U>RE" 

Bl R. li. H\mter 

Sc much hos slreedi been written and ssid about Charles 
,ce:d.lton•s celebreted sch oolboy chsrectera (tc aey not hing of hi 
?IISZliY " a lias es ") thet I woul d hardly dera attempt tc emulat e ".>r 
improve in any woy upcn th e apreseed judgment cf t h e mi,.ey kaan 
critics be f ore me. C .D. reeders - perticulcrly' thoaa ·J f the 
:!!!,cllton grou p - mey howevc;:r. be int erest dd in e brief review ot 
ey introduction to - and subeequentl,y lengtey acqua:intence with 
the Qruyfrifi.?'8 sk:riea end will,no doubt, bear patiently with me 
whilst I aprlnkl. e the p ages of C.D. with rq own particular brsnd 
of :aostalgie, 

!q v .iry fir s t intl"Jducti on to G:re~ria:ra( s lso Rooltwocd end 
St , Jima) wes vis the medium -if ei,:rl,y "Holiday Amr.ial.11" which I 
used to :r<1c,;i"\"e each y ea r tot Cb:riatm aa time during the period of 
the eerly sn-i oi ddle 192o•e. I Siil c littla V!lglle 811 to aetu8l 
d&tes or chr cnc,l ,:i,.1.0el order of st ori es and em quoting pur9ly f 
mBU11>:ey et this juncture, but I N?!leber quite clearly that of th 
thr ee achools, •}reyfri!lI'6 cer tured ~ imagillation from tha v ery 
start. Of t hese eer].y stories I remember very vividly "~t 
for his Honour" (featuring a deteateble new boy lll!!!led Heeth and 
N?rinted - as I discov &red lD81\Y :resrs later - from two early 
".Mae,-nete") - also a st ory dealillg with the remsrk:able W!!nderin85 
of BiUy :Bunter end !erturing "s ocial calls" b:r the f a t Owl et 
st. Ji.ms :md Rookwood . I oennot eccuratel]' nsme the title of 
thi s st ory but think it ·wu aomet~ like "The Wend;,ring School 
boy" . 'i't.en a lee Jo I reo ell "The Fom 1,1:lat sr• s Substitute" 
(::ibloy versus Pons :inby & Co.) end .e nov al, rath er ''Feuatiah" 
st .,ey intr ~ducing one Parldnaon or the Remove. Par ld r.scn , c 
weedy rebbit at sports ( 'llld whom I ventur e tc assert has ns11er 
been he erd ot bef ore or since es II Ramovite ) cs pired tc win glo 
on t he f ootb ell field . l!ow he succe eded in .loing eo (lltld ren 
a cricket sc or e in e Removd foot ball match) in return fo r oi 
evrny hie scul (in blood) t o "The Man in t he Grey C:.at" is dcli gn 
f'ully flold liDd well -reme:nb~red in this 7arn. If me:noey se rv .Je 
well, the title '1188 "Lucky° f or Perldn aon" :md oU :r911dcrs will 
undoubtedly egree t hat, as things turn ed out, :irt "Nee tnd ~ d l u 
f or th ., would-be Stne 11loooer. Per:tep11 I ms:r div ert f or e bri 
moment~ ponderiilg on the poeei bilit, that this last mentioned 
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stvry wee not 9 genuine Charles llsmll ton effort. Somehow -
end al1 01Ving for the foot teat I reed this ator,y !it 811 early ege 
I hardly think it was ot h~r thfln e genuine C.H. effort . I seem 
t o remember that 1 t '1188 t oo good to haT~ been 'ffi tten b)r II aub­
sti t ute writer. 

Fro m t he foregoing it will be seen thet I received e tho 
grounding in ~ . GN)'friars lore at quit e an eerly age end et t he 
time I purchas ed ley'" first or e-nge-c oVtn·e~ ''Magnet" wee rip e for 
more end more st ories. The firs t ''Magnet" I pUl'Cbased wee 
No.858 ''The P,rting c,f tl: e l!~a" (July 1924). the first of a 
short "Smithy mil Red.wing'' s erie11,cnd , lt h ough I cennot recall 
th et I med i at e ly bocsm.; e "r:::gulor -woek- -by----week--wi thout-feil" 
r E:eder, I de !mow tha.t net long eft eI'Vll:rds I beceme e coni'irmed 
111\!cgt:et" devots e i,!'ld sel oom - v "Jry s eld om - mise w. ·. '. issue. I t 
would be roun d about th e Su=e r of 1925 wton l!IY i r.t ~rest approec 
t op geer end I r emember r.leerl3 th e youthful uigern eos with whic 
I followed th.i adysntares of Ill// newly-fourui chums in the ''13untsr 
Court" ser.:.es ( Sl=ar 1925) end the ''Wingete v. Loder'' s eries 
{Autumn l'nd enly Winter 1925), Of the latter seri es , th e fine 
tele "Lc>der•e Last Chonce" {No,9}1) captured 1111' lmaginstion to 
th e N1th degree elld. this number is still one of th e most prized 
in WT oollection. 

Du.rinf( th e years th at fcllov:ad { and vs a sch oolboy llJ1eelf) 
I drenk deep ly of t he Greyfrisrs elixir of youth, and Ill though I 
am inclined t o egree with the previ ously expressed viewe of 
Reg.tr Jenkins c.mcernillJ the actual literlll7 superiority of let 
st ories ( ear ly end middla 193C'a) I QBY bo pard oned for ret 
1113 0?1D affeoti on - end some pref erence - f or tb os& st ories which 
app eared e few yesre previous t o the very 'best ;ila'i od. The 
p,1riod in question - and f or thti purpose cf this article I will 
reckon it as round about 1924 to 1928 - oontein ed so man;, fin e 
serios thet it is difficult t o llSDle any perticulsr runs, but I 
rtJ81 eey th ct llJ1 ..,IQI. personal prefarenoe end atteotion is tied up 
o good deal with that prolonged gllm;,ae of Ve:rnon-&lith in his 
moat "Bounderish" l!IC.'od which ,re Wllre treeted t o in 1927 • Reede 
will recall that this period commenced with the ''Delles" series 
{Uercb 1927) end cerriad through with the "South Sees cnise" 
series of the Sumer of 1927. The 1ronde~ chere cter paint 
in the ''D!' Coate" aeries of 1928 aleo made s deep impreeaion on 
ar:, schoolboy mind end this aeries remeins one cf llQ"' V&rT top 



tav0'1rltea, \eillg - in 1lff opln1on .. ot eren h18her literary meri 
than ~ of the later atorl•. 

I free]¥ ackJlowledga, of coune, thet Ill' attection tor the 
atoriea of the period inM.oeted baa probably \ean verr lllllCh 
coloured by the tact that they were rea:i at a more impreaaionabl 
ep than lster atoriee, bllt I think it is pretty ,-.el]7 agre 
that tbie IIIWlt elWBY'8 lie ao. Jl:>reover, rq appreciatlm of bt 
atoriea bes ni'Ver been impaired or in art/ W¥ le111111ed by the 
r etention of 8J>9Clel affections for a,:,me of the earli er atoriee. 
I heve in fact al'lffl7a been e keen observer - and k13enly appreci­
ative - of the high 11 terory qUP.litf of th e stories fran 1931 or 
1932 to around 1936. Here again it is extre.nely difficult to 
eeleot &!IJ portlculer rune for IIJ)ooial mention, but if I mention 
nro cf iqr own "apeciala" I ,loubt 'lib.ether eey =rs of 1ie­
epprcmil would ',e heard. The two aeries which I 'll'Ould thwl 
honour are the 1100U111entel "Wharton v Quelch" aeries (1932) Bild 
the "Stece,r'' seriea ( 1935) - two ebsolute top-notchera. ill of 
which, however, cP.Uaea me to hark back to the 0011111enoe111G11t of 
erticle in which I suertad thst so me!IJ nen 3ud8ea of Charles 
Ramilton'• wolit hen already written on this subject that I coal 
~~ -Jy attempt to edd mu.ch concerning the hi8h quslit, of 
hie emn1zag output. 

•t a later date I 'IIIIJ1 perheps write et greater length oari­
cerniDg the euthanticit, of me!IJ SBJ>ecta and feetures llhioh 11'8ra 
illcorporated into the stories, this '!teiJlg a hall mark of Charlaa 
Ramilton'a work llbich alwqa ll!lda e vezy deep illlpreeeion on me. 
I hna often marvelled at the peinataldng 11ttention to detdl 
wbieh waa ao chareoteriatio of the Greytri:ll'S series - psrticul 
these c!eel.1llg with the mimerous holidey tl'f!Vel ~vant,n,es of the 
l est 15 ye.ere or eo - 11hilet the philoscphies of lite end haoan 
vi.rtuGe, so often erpreeeed by the cuthor thrc\lgh hia stories, 
llt.tl'G s al dom wrong. 

Aa iDdicate<i, I hope to write IIION of thia espeot et soma 
later c!eta. 

lf~ to 7ours&lt, "1-et•a aaaL 
Ia w:, sub. to the C.D. .dlle'!"' 
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ml'ORr ar THZ llF:mDIG m:U> AT 
12 IISJl!IU!!lffl:Ji PLACE, GRmrRICH, S. E.10 

Despite the .lnole:cen1t 'lf&sthar th- wee s good 1111Bter at 
genial Ch,rlie ·.1r~"ht'1 home on SUn~ lfarch 6th pt. 'We were 
all pleesed to see 011r ~ul11r cha 
e:t'ter his indiaposi tion of last month. 
The meeting opened et 5 p.111 • .aid after 
the 111embers hed agNed to :ieliate the 
second paragraph of section B, rule 3, 
the minutes of the previous meeting 
were reed end miQ' siened. C,>rres­
pondence 1'811 reed and discussed, 
espeoiell,y one from Herbert Leclamby 
re e Jlr. Poynter. :Full dateils of 
the matter conte.ined therein will be 
found in the Jlllrch issae of the C .D. 
Another letter about the :t'orthcoming 
aerial in the C.D. about Yomhire 1a 
&ift to fiction, the late Jlllmrell 
Scott, WBs loudly sccleimad by ell, espeoiall,y the !ile son 

The treeaarer then gave details of the club's sound t1nsnci 
podtion. 

The fprthcad:ag lillhibi tion , flt the Centrel Librer,r ,Islington, 
was then c!ieawised, the dates being openiJlg llondey )larch 14th, 
closing Setuzde,J .lpril 9th. Jlr. Robert 111.ytp ,rea oongretulated 
Oil his gcod work in connection with the exhibition. Bill ~in, 
Herbert ~, and other gc>O\l_ fr1enda heft lo,med s feast of 
good old . \ofa' books SDI! !IIOlll'bera ware treetll'l to II pnni.ew whiah 
was Br&atJ.T ,mJa,ed. Our wortb7 obe~ th8D atated thet en 
mibiticm at the C,sml)effell Pw>Uc libNrT waa cont1111plated. It 
19 to be hoped thet Dft m;nbera will be ettracted to the Club 
trom the ~te of thees exh1b1Uons . 

The IIIOllthl.y exobonge and mert hove by now becomt< praoticalq 
fiXhauatad; it ,ma proposed by R. "1hiter and seconded 'by R. Blyt 
thst we spproeohed llill IIDrtin for e suppq of boob each IIIOllth 
epprov ol for aale to members. This es 96Ned to uneniaouaq 
end R. Blythe undutook to visit Bill lilartin in OODDeetion with 
th18 matter, 



Ti1e chi:innan then announced e gift to the club by t he 
broth ers i'lhite r - a rubber stamp and a printer's bl oak of the 
club's badge . A hEierty vote at thanks 1'88 given to the efo r e­
asid gentlemen, and it wee agreed to order a SUl)ply of etation e 
f or members ' use, particUlerly th e postal ones. 

Tll6 next .meeting WllS fixed for Sundsy A'!)ril 3rd at a venue 
t o be decided lat er. Thie will be OOIIIIIIIUllceted to all 1119111bers 
ltiter on, The meGting closed et 7-4 0 p.m, 

A:t1 alphabetic al qui z then f ell owed anrl th a l '3tt ors of t he 
"?ifa8net" wore used, The r esult was John Geel first, Miss P. Pl k 
second and Len Peckman end Frank [ .. .,ling J o'..n~ th.ir cl. One and 
all gr aetly enjoyed t his !lCvel compet i Lion, 

Attendance: Mr. end ~:. - L.m PecJCDlln, Eleeno r Peckman, 
)!r. end .Mrs. ?i ·er.k KeE:li.:ig , Rc~iu t Bl;{tt.e , :oru:1 Gael , Ion Whitmo 
Mr. an1. Mrs. Cher li e Wr i ght , Miss P . Pluck, Robert 3lld Ben Whi t a 

BENJ~'IITN G. WHITER, 
Hon. Sec. 

om BOYS• BOOK CLUB 

Pr esid ,Jnt: - Frenlt P.icherds, Eaq, 

Lis t cf Membors 

Messrs. L. Psclar.!m (Bon. Chairman ) , R, Blythe, M. Bond, 
w. L. Brant on, a. Blunden • .Miss L, Butcher, Messrs . D. Broo ks, 
J, Dow, E, Fayne, G. C. Fester, Miss E. B. Flinders, 
Messrs. J . Gael, A. Ho::-sey, A, Hcl~te, R. J , C. Knf8ht, 
F, Keeling , E, Land:,, H. Leckenby (Vice President), 
R, 111ortimer, B, Prim a, v. Page, ~a . J . Psckmtln, 
Iii.es P, Pluck, :Mesers. D, Reoder, J. Robyn&, '!'. Stryp e , 
H. A. Smith, C. Simpson, C. Wright, Mrs, O. Wright, Messrs. 
I. Whitmore, R. Whiter (Hon, Tr eeeurer), B. Whiter (Bon.Secrets ) , 
lira. E. Whiter. 

-- :: :: Zl --



Conducted by liobert :Blyth'!, 
_____ Bl Alsen .!<oed, Hollowey 1 London, J1.7. ----- ~ 

In the letter wri tt.m tv me by 14:r. 'l'ebb, cf Birl'linghsm, 
I proi:rl.sed t o refer to, is th e fclloldng parsgraph - "lfo.2 was 
t he suthor of the Plmumer yarna - not by G.H.T~ed, as, although 
t he letter wrote the later G.K.P. atoriu, it Wl>S not until the 
year 1923 that he began doing so. Either lferlc Osbcrne, who is 
accepte d as the orig1J1al creator of PllDDMl', or llsrlt Darren, r.ho 
I feel sur .. wrcte a few stories about 1.he 881118 charecter previo 
t o his detith in tbe firat world 1111r, was the writer of thia par­
ticular mzmber." 

If r.tr. Webb is correct in his assertions, then it aeme tb s 
- lllQSt rovise our lists oonsic.erably. I sholll.d be inter;iated 
hear from sn,one who can throw Eddi tional lf8ht on this suthor­
ahip ques tion. 

'Yhile on this subject of t:11thorehi.p, it ocourrGd to me thet 
s ::.oe of you may know the authors of Ho's },5,6,9,10,18. 1her e 
is no :n;mtion in th.;&& boolal of other stories bf the Sl!!lll8 auth or, 
as wsa usual in the early Nelson Lee'a,ao tlwt if ar:ry of you 
h:ive i dei:e on the mibject, I should be ph!!ead to heer them, At 
least it should cause some controvaray-, ev·m if nothing definite 
woe prov ed. 

I,. quc,stion from :11(:ll 'l'ihi ter this month is s lot ,;eaier t o 
snawer tb!!l1 t h~t cf l est month, REI 'Wflnts t <J know who '.ff!& the 
ach oc.l porter. Depends upon whr;t pGriod you r,re referrl.Jlg to, 
.B11n. In the enrly stories it 1rea Warren, e crusty individUe1, 
wt l oter it 'IRIS .Josh Cnttle, a definite "oh!l1'6oter", 

A further list of the ueries this month brillge U8 wall over 
half way in th e Old Series. As f ollows:-

No. 275-263 Intro . :tick G'.lvdwin, the Sch ,,llb:YJ Invent or 
" 284-293 Intr. Solc.dll8t1 Levi 

294-304 Intr\l. Ernest Lawrence and Kr. SD18le Pox ea 
lk>uaemeater. 



no. 305-311 AdvG:~tur as in roorclr.d.e i,,mong the 'i:'!lrgoese 
" 312-31~ Cricketing ser fo e intro. J err J Dodd 
" 320-327 Adv;mt>U'es on Justin :a. Famin'a Ranoh in 1'ontana 
" 328--335 ?ootb all Serie s. Feeturing Reggi e ?itt and his 

efforts t :i aova hie home 
" 336-346 The Kadnesa of Dr. Stefford and the Cot:lllllUliat Sohool 
" 349- 357 St. Franks Ce,ieta on Willerda Island · 

{No.352 introduces Archie Olent horne) 

.:.nci. so to this iDOllth1 a list of titl es. 

110. 

" 
II 

It 

II 

" 
" 
" 
II 

" •• 
ti 

" 
" 
" 
" 
II 

II 

It 

131 Th9 Hold-up of t he 8. 15 "li!Dil 
132 The l!yst o:ry Schoolboy 
133 Th!< Case of th e J ap!lllese Schoolboy 
134 Th& .t4rstery of Mocr Querry 
135 Th<! Secret Menece 
1.56 Th e Mystery 0f the Umrtomped Letter 
137 The Floo ded Sch ool 
136 The :Bosuna' Predicament 
139 Lost et See 
140 A Draed Secret 
141 A Terrible Lassen 
142 A 1,tya t ery of th e Night 
143 Th a- Sign of th o Purple Circle 
144 The Lighthouse Prisonlil'II 
145 The Secret Mission 
146 The Circle' s Venge ence 
147 Thu Clue of the Fancy vest 
146 Tho New Houae mester 
149 Hunter the · Run 
150 The Itemove in Revclt 

_.,_ 
WAN7ED: iiny back-dated copi es f or r efe rence Ccllect or a • Di gest, 
c, ,llect or' s llliscellony, "Parks" Vanity Fair. "Parks" . 
St at e quantity and Price Re;uire:l . WilliBID Martin, 93 Hilla11e, 
Ston e bri dge Perk, Lonn.on N .W .10, Will eeden 4474 . 

I 



Ul 

Deer ll!r. Leokenby, 

Very meey than!al for t he :.l!srch "Collectors• 
Digest" , which I h!lVfl re d with utrema interest Md aholl eend 
on to tey' Biaters, who I am IIUl"e will be no leee interested. 

The oover, witb ita repZ'Odllotion o! one of the old "Boys' 
Re&lms" that were OD0 -3 such s !amilier feature o! rq father's 
atud.T (t hq uaed t o be obout in haepe), brl.Jrga back~ memories 

19, III, 1949. J. H. 1.1, ST.IJITF'JR!'H 

++++ 

2211.d Jwch, 1949. 
Dlll!r Siz, 

I hc:ve ple asure in e=closiJlg cheque for 13/-d for 
renewcl of subscripti on to COLLJX:TORS • DIG~, which I trust is 
correct f er 12 i.esuea . 

I bev.., been very interested in recont mmibers , end 
tb1Jlk 7our megezi!le i.. edmirably 9'iitaJ.. 

Yours eino erely', 
Cl!.milS Sntzrol 

+ + + + 
( Cbul es Skilton, Ltd.) 

No~ Fronk R1charca wea llOr f!O!per Howerdt 

1'arch 24th, 1949. 



__________ _ 112 

Just st the 1110ment I am ~ ting II Chri11tma11 st ory of Tom 

¥e rr.r. P~rhlips :you may ll.lt e t o eeo t he ocrn of t he "l!endovll le 

NErRB" which I enclose. 
I f ound L;.onard Peckman's lett er in the C.D. about ' 'Pro&p.n' 

~" v e-ry interesting. I h"ve of cours e often been eslr.ed 

questions about this before. :ilu.t I don 't thilllr. thet I can cl ear 

up the "I!O'ste:ey''. I did oot writ e , and have never ree d, en;yt 

ebaut "Td~ :enter". But certoinly I did write the "School 
Under Cnnves", which I natur al ly exp-:1cted t o B!)ptler ea writt,,n by 

"llllrtin Cliff ord" 1 Rylcombe Gre= r School being an s;,pendege cf 
St. Jim's. Actuall)' "it <!id appear un dGr the name of Prosper 

Hownrd, for re esoIIS known or.ly to Hint on, th en edito r, and con­

ei derebly to lIIY sur;,riae. L!lter on, when I sew Hintcn egd n, I 

asked ebout this, end he told me, with his UBU8l be s:ointr Slllile, 
th et th e i dea llll!II t o give e spo t of "li fe" to c, Rylcombtl eeri as 

in mu th er paper. I nev er l ooked et t hat aeries, end don •t lm.ow 

whet it Tms lllr.e; but Hinton's i des !!T:'P&rent ly WPS that P lll~rtin 

Clifford st c:17 sppeering an.ier Prosper IIow!lrd I s rui:na ;woulj giv e 

thDt gentleman e leg-up - which WBs fl ~tter ing though irrit a ting 

t o me, and IIIU8t have b .. en irriteting without being fl etterillg to 

Mr. Howordt :But I navar, sc fPr es I know, met Mr. Pr osper 

HoWPrd, or knew wh!!t bis re el name ,rsa - only that it wean I t 

Char l e s Hamiltonl I s ee:n to reme!IIHr thet Hinton pl!l.ye1 this 

juggling trick with aomtl other stories writt en by ca , but don 't 

et the moment recell the dttai le . Thet is 1111, I think, t hat I 
can contribut e towards the aluci d.stion of th e "lll,Tete-ry". 

qith kindest reg~rds, 
Always youre, 

FR.WK IUCHABDS • 

(Ncte .- Th a A.P. di.i some queer thin8&, didJJ't they? To solve s 

th es e euth orship questi ons sev eral Sexton Blek.ea would bo require • 

How ebout O. Ic.. SalllWfl;ya, one of tha !l!Bgnat, Gem subetitut o writ 

es the outhcr cf the Gordon Oe;y Empire Libre:ry st ories? - H .L. ) 

Dear Ed it or, 

+++ 
lioN Favourite Sto ri es 

~ . l: . 

~ Monteomo-ry Driv e , Shef!i ald 7 • 
• ·, March 12/49. 

The six atori as which gav e me t te !IIOSt pl eesur e in 

lll,T l-oyho od -
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The Bleok Bex by ':1. llcurne Cooka Ceptdn 1913 
Sparrow in Seard!. ot l!:lcpulaioo seri es Ceptehl 1922 

by Gmlb7 Hedeth 
In Treclcl.isa Spaee b,r. Robt. VI. Coarede (E~Si Brookes) I 

serial • , fta eon Lee 1917 18 
Th.:: Green Triqle Series Nelson toe 1915/ 16 
The Old Order by ~ltOll Clel!l'fV captain 1921 
The Crim:intlle Collfederstion eerlee by Robert Murra, 

: ·. .pink 11nion Jeck 

I have re-se ed four of t heee stories mo~ times and 11:ith 
equel pleesure but I 1DUBt confess the Green Triangle yarns -prcv-e 
disappointing. Although I have tried t.:> beg, borrow or st eel e 
copy of "In Treckleea Spece" (it wea leter republished es a CCIIl­

plete etor;y in th e Boys• Friend Libzery) fer llllllV ye81'8 it still 
eludes me. 

Yo= eincarel.3, 
L, M, A1Lffi, 

+ + + 
llumby, D". Alford, Lines , 

Deer R-d.itor, 
HerG arG six outstanding stories from ,rq boyhood 

deys:-
Tnrough Tilck nn4 Thin (St. Jilll'e) by :Jnrtin Clifford 

Bo;re' Friand. 3d Libr!.1?'7 Jc. 276 
The Tendvrf oct b7 ,:;;ctl Hayter 

Beys' Friand Librsr)' No, 296 
Rive le end Clmms by l'r!!nk Richerd.B 

Boye• Friend Librar7 110. }26 
Buff al o R1ll•s Pledge 

Sold 1nt c. Sleve.r, (Jack, 

Buffelo Bill Libre:17 
(nilW aeries) Jlo. 131 

Snm end Pe ter} bT s. Clarke llood 
Boye' Friend Libre:l'T Ko. 217 
Boye' Own L1brer.r No. 7 4 Tam the Tenderf oot 

Thttae i hove reed~ ti.m98 OYEll', 

PFliCY s;am. 

+ + + 



(Note . - The following l'Ccomit of ,in earlier Book Club will 
intl!reat sll our readers, but, as will be ga thered fl'Ollt 
)Ir. 14edcrsft 1s seccnd psl'Elg1'8ph, the motive of the one :x,m by 
the enterprising Mr. Wilson 40 years 8f!'O was rather different to 
that of the one now active in London . - B.L.) 

m•mtt-GIN.A.L Olli BOYS' ~x Cll)ll 

BY John Medoreft 

The Old :SOJ'B' Book Club, ec ib ly :;rg>-nised and controlled 
London .:nem\era of our c ircle for th e benefit ,ind eooiel inter­
course of nil inter ast ed in me.darn boys• p11pers. is new firmly 
est t1bliahe d end th e montl:Jy rEiports of its ectivitiea ero peruse 
bT the !llej .;rit, .:;! the ::i~nbers ,~ f our cl rm. 

But, ccntl'f'ry tu gane rel \elief, it is not th o first of its 
1d..nd for, iibout 40 y ears ego the late J .J .Wilson, s Londoner 
r~ident in Liverp oo l, st erted th u original Old Boys• Book Club. 
Yo high ide els inspired t he formation f or the Club wee merely e 
cloak for () bvok treding v anture, gc!luine enough es 811Ch, but 
controlled end officered s ol ely 'If J:iJDlv Wilson hims 1Jlf. 

The fir::i of Edwin J. Brett hed r .;,c.mtly closed doVill end th 
remainders were tloodi.ng the market, reviving interest in the ol 
Vict oriro1 boys' pepere . Teking tide et the fl.Jed, Wilson plll"­
ch!lsed large quantiti es, rn9rked them with the f e mU.iar rubber 
stamp of the Old Boys I Book Club ond list&d tbe!I! under this 
heeding tc the meey coll&ct ore and sentim entalists whose interee 
had awakened. When the huge rer.mind.er etocks of Hogarth House 
were rel ea sed e few 7eere l s t&r, ~ileon bought extensively and 
resold vie th e Old :Boye' Book Club. Re uaS'i to point proudly 
t o his fine Liverp ool house end deolcre that it wee bouett out 
of the profits on the Brett end Hogarth House remainders end h 
I Bll1 convinced he spoke truly. 

From hie boyhood in London, Vilaon lov&i the old Victorian 
pem:;r dreedhle end bo;J8 1 journsls end hie knowledge of them ;vss 
unsurpessed. On this subject he wea a frequent correspondent 
to Northern nnapape1'8, the Collector's Miecellan,y and lllllllY oth 
emeteur mageailles vp to his desth in 19}2. But original 1deea 
cf th e extent of literar., liceno& ellied t o e peouliu sense of 
hUIDour minimised Ula value of IIIQCh of h1s writing for, edept et 
drBWing th e l<mg 1>ow, hie IJl8ey intGreating articl r.s on th e subj t 
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w.,:r,1 Ul:lU!ll ly ·· 'llhm :.. ~'~ f eet e~i fict fo!: in .,·~;lµt uqutl' pc r cr-

ti ollB, !h,tnth s ts nd.ini th ,; ms:-..:; ~i!ll uin e fi i:lro o end f sntestlc 

titl;e& . fr >m whiqh to cb ~s .; , ""ilso n .id i ~ t .. -d b i nv<:r:ting oth 

t v the d~trlment of f ~ot en .I t h., co!lfUsi on '.•f l et ar stu dents cf 

th '-' loN cf th e Po?lll3' Jr.. ,~df'ul. Ji:v,.n th e bte 1.!ont egua SWll:61'111 

outh orit otiv e work, " Ch1th1c Eibll ce.".?'ep!\,Y" , cont nins .ixorapl as of 

thd i:IV~ntiven ese of J i.:!:Icy' '.' ile cn. 

·1roiey th eN Ol!ll b ,, nil ooll..ction cf Victorie n boys• journal 

:.nd roa&Mea, howev ... 'T 8-U'll, t b.t-t do-3s not inolud e e t l oeet one 

it eci msrked with th e once f'vr.ili er ru bber etemp a! thu originel 

Ol d Boye• Book Club. 
- ;; -

THiC "PURPLE" PEiUOD 

1r I,oonard Pr·ckmen 

Tho :,arr? - 1917. ?~ l'ge ? - twalve. "Magnet", "G.J1:1", 

111;.,l ocn r_,.,., .. , 11;.,:,y• e Fr i und" , "!Jnio n J ack" end "PilllllY Popul cr' ' , 

f .ii ff ,.r imt :;ie.,<ir ;,yery dny- - &Cll!e ti.'!loe twc - fr om Monday t o 

Fri c.ny . But 71:lit; s omething ev .m ; otter tbz:n t h~t, - Ssturd c,y­

"Bookhunting'' l Y.ie, e tour of tho loc d secon:i-h~nd book sbopo 

N.:!W Cr ;,es. T,10 shop s - ":.!11gm,t s" t r.d "OeCll!" tw o c p ,mey -

plenty cf th EID. Ur:.le r th o counter, ( popul er t hom 118 oow) Red 

".U.'s" rnd Gr(:ICID net ett. 
Choumert Ro·:,l, P<lc!u.P.m. ~. & Mro. R•;1=nd ' s st ell. Aey ­

tbin,,-1( you lik u, porticul erly "B..-y's Fritm d 3cl Lib rery' ' ( l id esch • 

":II", ":l", "P ,?'', "N .L", "U .J" ato. 3 f vr e pwm;r. 'Thu s t r l l ie 

etill tr. &r a l.':11 I BOE> !Ire. He=n d regul arly even now. .Uno, I 

~ s ~e t he ol ~ fe vourit eBI Th"1l c:.n to Upll!lld Reed e?l!l J nd e 

bill Roi::d , E.ust Dul.wioh, Fe.rest Hill . Brixt on and Sy,illllbam. .Ah 

,.,~. Syuer.hoo . I rB!l:wnbert - mdt-Sund1i;y - Gcth l' 2'1'i d , - \'lhit­

Mond"Y' - Willi: TI.< ::.yd enh£'lll t c. 1lrcml. .. y 1Ttvo-!e. - S·acond- hend 'llook­

shcp - io the ;Jin,ic. .. w - eraw G..r.:a sn•l r &i M1cn"tB -~ e,ich. ?ocltu 

mo::i.ey-? - 1/-. Twenty-four l-0v"ly "books - "N'!lk t o Bl'Oml.ey - l:r. 

but h...'PPY e ll :i.rry. Th~t nip ,ht in b<.i - gl oating over 1111 . " 

tr et1sures - jjlorv ell oual Aliia, t:: .as e sho ps bl>.ve ell die appe nra c., 

c.v.;ry- one. las . Hrmmond'B et ~ll th e .. mly Ur.it l af t wi th 1917. 

Thirty-two y eors she hos Jm:,wn me, :ind if\Tan now - AB then - kn 

fif/ first t c, laat fevourite pPper , b t okwards. Hei,py-, heopy­

"Purpl e" pmod . 
-1-c-:-
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THE ROUND TABLE 

Then:at to Wilfr ~d Darwen '!'e have a new Blald.llill! heading tbl 
1DODth. Whet do you think of it? I p!l?'ti'!Ul.arly Uk a the mini 
ture U .J. in the centre of the sketch and th;; addition of Tfnker 
and Pedro in the heeding scene is most welcome as I think yOQ 
will all agree, Tic ere pleased t c welcome Mr. Ben Whit;ir to 
pages Uia month. Ben has been doing e lot o! work in the Bl 
field of late SDd. I think we can expect more int eresting items 
tram him in future issues. I em alweys pl eaaed to have articl e 
both long ond. short as I told you the other month, but they are 
espeoially welcom3 when they are from new contributors. More 
pleeae\ I s ;ie that th e Merch issues of the S .B.L , are by 
J(easrs. Tyrer and Dl'UIIIDOnd, Quite a chsnge to have two of the 
newcomers in one mcnth, end both ere excellent atories. I am 
told on good authority' that more oopiea of the S,13.L. will be 
available this month owing to .the increase in paper BUpplies. 
Bow is your chance to introduce Blake to all thoea yoimg reed91'8 
yau. lmCllr, Buy •em oopiea end send !or pNSenta. We ll09l' try 
end create e new "Oolden Age" for our favourite. It's up to 1lB 
all to do our bit in this respect • I hBVe already interested 
acme twelve or more lade in the S.B . L, e:nd they ere most entbwli 
eatic. The A,P, hav e just dc.;oided t o introduc e the "Oracle" 
and "Miracle" Libraries oncv again, I! this can be done we 
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might ;rat have th ot llEIW "Slake Tl'tle!dy 'We ell dream about. And ho, 
sbo~t a 11:o.e to the B.B.C, asking for a Bluk e pls;r ~r aeriel? I 
se'3 that MeaSX'II. C?arl ee Skilton ore issuing e circul er latter t o 
lllmt er fen s t (J send 6 card t o th o B • .EI.C'. t e lling thtllll that th ey 
·would like e Bwlter bN edoast, so why not do tbfl same for Bloke? 
Aft er all, we have been treated t o so !!Vm,7 se .cond rete r odio 
sl euths tha t c bit of boost for Blake -::oul.1 not be em:l.ee. 

Cheerio for now, 
H. Ma.URICE BOND. 

Su:.'.i'Oll BLiu:E1S GOWEN AGE 

~ n~'IY article by Rex D~lphin 

Pert II 

Enoug-h vf criticis m, now t u pr 11iee. s~ well-knit a t .. ea 
w;.N th "' Bl dte autho rs tt at i t is t!ifficul t t o giv g pri de of plAo 
t o eny on~. i3ut anong the best surely ,ms ftob'3rt ilurrey whc 'III' C. e 
thr ough out th e Gvl1 an Jige and :n~y t·l:nost b .. said t o hs ve sterted 
it. Til1,. vri8fncl "Conf ;;,:er e tian" ser i es (s .Jme dozen stories in 
nll) wer a runn1ns in "Th" U:::li.vn Jack" s t the st art c,f th .. .lec ede ; 
erul t :iey ".!'.;r e reprinte d in fuU, nth slight mcdarnisetfo !'.i at th ;. 
en,1. Tta S!;ri "'s wes ~ls r; l eter elor..;t>t &,i ~nd ran f .:,r many :r<:ers 
till about 1927, but the ed et uries did not SP.\,!!! tv equal th& llX­
cell..nce of the, orii(l.!llll ;lozen, Thi s l'les R:ib;..rt Murr ay's chi &f 
c t • '..ribution tc- the !llsk (. sa;ra, and s f ine. j 1,c it 'lf'JB. The 
Ccnfe:rer&tion st ories .r&re , however, chiefly e<lventur e an .: nut 
det ective st ories. N'lrl in marit among Murrey' s Wt ·rk, ldauric e 
Boru! pl eces th., Dr . Satire seriae. )q c,vm pref orcmco is th e 
Paul Gyn os SClri ea f e r its !!Up,;ri .ir cr e:l.i.bilit,y lilld humsn t ;;i,JOh, 

.Anothor ':Vho had bean s !ll 9k e =i t er f or s :,mi; y t1ers at the 
,·ute sit ,:,~ thG ,.:acsd., "1{!16 Ceoil Hs;rter, cr .. et .;r of "Spots• ' lc;e ;;ly 
= 1 wb,;ne-u , Sumatim e I think he was th ;; best Blake euth c.r ,.,f 
th e1:1 ~ll. Th<ll, en r :ifhctio n, I rc clis e r.e 1id not write tm:r 
de t ective et ,nae at ell. · They 11ere pur .. ednnture . !Jeyt&r 
had o d&ligh tful easy-t o-reP d styl e. He ~s e m5ater of nstursl 
dialogue and wee exc&llent st hendlilltf subei.li11Z7 chsrscters, Ho 
had the hlmlen t ouch. And sbovi- ell, bis bt:clcgrounda were superb 
Heyter• e trips into th e African intGrlor 1r9l'e en<i ere a j07 to me 
I1m with him on ".! ~el expec!Hion wery time. I 01111 reed e Heytei 
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story several ti mus without groldng tued or it. But r ree .d 1t ; 
fer .etmosph&ro . backgroun d and stJl o . Tr.le! plot d ~esn 't :n&t:t.ar. 

Lik e l!cyt 1-r, in tll 1;t th.,1 wrot a sd v t1nture and tr ew l r e t her 
tJ::on .ie t ectiv e st ,.,ri os w .. r e George Hemilt.in Tlle•i arul 1Ulliam 
l.!IUT !lY Gr e;rdon. T·i ..,d 's bockgr ... unds '""r", like lley t or "CB, vivi d a:1 
out t.-.mtic1 end bi9 ch:?l'tloters P.uxkn Tymi;r , Wu Ling, r.!Btill.:ll:.1is ell s 

lrv,,nuf:. ~·nd Roxl!!lu -;o1ith ?ll!ill.Y uthtJ rs, 71are e ~ i ustey .,f th E: JH~lrn 
1!4".gE:zin os ~uri!lg .ws t Gf t hb d<ace J e . T.eE:;l I s h appie st becq;r ::-und 
1m:s per lu:q·,a t ha Chin~sil se en;;,, s!l<! hi s st c,1·iu s ,:.f Sext un hl o;.& in 

I
Mrinoh ,.u·it> ( '1.J. 1494, 1495 end 1497) 11t1sorv e sp eoi el :::entiv n. !li 
st <•i'Y "Tb, 'l icti n Cf Bl !!ck ir!Bgic '' (S .:9. :.. 2n,! s &ri 'ls ,1•;. 1~4 ) 

· rlillk a 5111():0e r;:y f!<V:;uri t ... Bl ake 11tori .;s uf a ll tim "'. T·:·~J woe i;l o 
cm.:? vf t i:.u vtJry f ·.71 aut hvrs who dnratl. t i.· .,,-iv"' 3l ak& & l ove-:int tJr" t -
not to o happy im exp eriment. William '.·!urroy Gr e:, c!on WBB e pro-
lific wri t or during th e eor4 part cf th 1> il ocs,1e. His st ories 
were "c c.,mplet e" in thllt new charecters wur e us e:! in i!Pch. His 
styl e wee 11.eloJ.rocatic, his pl ot s warltillanl.1k& but tm1is tinguishetl 
but somehow he inj ecte d atmosphere in t o his st .,ri cs cnrl I r eed th 
with int <itNst en i occ esiollF.lly f escinetie'll. Ha hafl ~ l arge var1 tr 
of baokgrounds a t his ilspoenl. Tce:l end <>ra1 lo n, it s e..r!!ed, he 
between t he~ vieit& d most sp ots on t his e,rth. 

Wi ti: Rex HardiDgQ end Ccutts Brisb!'n e we heve enoth er pair o 
travell ers with much in evtm.1on. Eech ?ms mainly conc ern eu with 
AfriCS and In.!i e ; eech wrot e ·1n edo!iti on t<- tr&v el t r l es , llll'JJ;Y 
excell en t detectiv e at ~,ri es . i!11rling c 1s "The Men I :,ill ed" 
(D.W. No. 20) is pr obeblJ: th e best singl e st ory in all Blake l trr e 
HerdiJlge, who f or a tim e took ,,ver Hayt er• s I,.,se ly end Lcbcngu, 
is still writing Blclce, but with out t he inspir ation he once had . 

( To be continued ) 

RE3EARClI 

By Benj wnin "Whi t or 

Ccmpilillg a research on that femoua d~tecti ve or boy's end 
old bo;r's lit ere turG, Saxt on Bloke, is well nigh e ~ntic teek. 
When th e Ue e c,f research IJf old boy's stc,rj papara wee moot ed 
Robert B4th e , the Nels on Ltle expert, st one of the 'mootingtl of 
the London Old Boys• Book Club rec!l!'.lt}1,· it was egreed 1;~ l ea ve 
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I out the f11111cus l!akor .Sveet Bl~~- · Le.ter on, 1lhiln I waa in a : 
· peneive IJlld thoughtful lliuod 1 ~ to the oonolusion that U 111118 

not riFt to negleo.t Bla.lte, 1111d so I w.bmtae:red to do the r 
at a aube~t mqet1llg of the Club. With !Ill tha · islllllld mimber11 
of "The StcnT Paper Collector" end e good Jll8IV' ieaues ot "'?he 
Culleotal'B• D~" to h'1lf me, together 'llitJ? ltOJll!i retantiTIJ Ja;low­
ledge at IV' Oll!l, · I made a ata.rl OD ~8 1mderlaken t11u. Jo~ 
do1'-zl infol11f!ti .on on piecaa of paper, lat&l' c:,n to be U'!mllfened 
into a amall index J11Jtebook, I have i;wie coJ¥1idersbl e head,leJ' •· . 
under th 11 letter A, I' wrote the 9'J lmG'llll aa:tbol'II in alphllbetloel 
order, thllllkB to Herbert Leck~by's ,rtiole 1n an is!!Ue ot the 
sPC. This ffllll fcllcwed by other i tel!IB 6l1d war, letter of 'the 
alphabn hu en envy under it te:rmine.ting with Zllllitb the Albin c : 
rt has be!lll greet · !un and one Seturday night I burnt the iddnight 
011 1 ~ting up deb sitting up ill bed. . The eubjeot ~ unllmlted 
!r em the authorities en Saxton Bbk:e •l"D have contri'llute<i tc, the 
C,D. end S.J>.c .• , to the ai:.riel which rszi. in .the B.ll.Cl, ·p~ 

• 11:uicq Dip" which we11 broedoest 11'1 Thursdq efteriloo"1J end . unn:w= 
~ during one of the prtt-War rears. Ituadi.ng up ell the . erl'folea ai1ll. 
· dBta will DO . doabt prove to ba fl!1 valUl!bliil at the · forthcomblg 
~ nMbllloii of oE bola' sto:ey pepera of :rester,:ear at the . . 

Isl!.DpQD Public Llbrer:,, London, 'llben I licpe Blake 111U. lie in 
the forebont -Cf thQ q-qaetiona that rill lJe 88ked and ,!IJISWared, 
thmlD to the neelffllh t~t I hava i.nrl.Ulpl ' in daring the pe.et 
f flfl 'fteka. . -

Nut J4onthl "Sexton Tilak.o ll!ld the J'ir11t World 'N!Jr" b1 · H.M. Bond. 
I 

. Coming Socn1 "Saxt.,on::.;..;:E:::::i.:.ak:e:;.,.:a:n=\l...i· =~==-==~:......::,,...;.;H,:;•:.::111:.:.•..::11,;;0D=d::.i• ._...., 




