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Editor, Miscellaneous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange,
C/o Central Registry, Northern Command, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR:

FLOM SIRENGTH TC STRENGTH: Shid Bob Blythe,
speaking of cxhibitions at the March Meeting of the
0.B.F,Club. "What York can do, London can do also."
4nd, in almost less time than it takes to tell, as
llaxwell Socott would have said, another Exhibition
was in being, and a whiff of nostalgia could be dis-
cerned in the Public Library at Islington Town Hll.
Once mocre & great succeas for the hobby, for arranged
for a month, it was at the request of the Librarian
extended for a further two weeks.

Further, it received guite a lengthy notice in
the London Evening News (as would be seen from our
April number), and a nice paragraph in the Inily Her-
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ald, Tth April, in which live-wire Bob had a sentence
all to himself. Nice work, Iondon!

And now will say, "What York and London can do,
Ieeds and Idverpool, Hewcastle and Nottingham, Birm-
ingham and Bristol, and all other plances large and
amall possessing Public Libraries can do also." What
about it, ohums?

But the Islington Exhibition is not the only
event of the month. Mr from it, for the very same
| iggne of the Dnily Herald carried an account of
| another display of old boys books - one under the
jauspicss of the Iational Book League, Albemarle St.,
| Piccadilly: Onze egpin the Magnet and Gem were well
to the fore. Two reports concerming the prpers con-
nected with our hobby in one issue of a Hational Newssy
piper is something unigue.

On the morning of thc day thesc appeared, toree

of ay operator cclleagucs mng me up to ask me if i
hd sean the reports. They used to chaff me because of
my intoerest in the "bloods", ns they called them. One
of thex nov said *I'11 hand it to you. This ides of
your's seems to be spreading"; and the others snid
somsthing tc the snme effect. kinc was the last laugh
ind,I don't thirk it would be difficult %tc guess what
the great majority of you were doing orn the evening
of ~npril 12th, between 9-30 and 1C-30 - listening in,
i and it wouldn't be to the Light i rogramme, I'll be |
! bound. Fancy an hour of it -~ of a truth the subject \
! of our hobvty is making progress. You got a thrill ]
when you heard the Maestro's voice, d4idn't you. and
P I'11 bet you all ncticed that slip the commentrtor
' made just previously when he said Frank Richards was
| the author of the St.Jima, 5t. Franks and Rookwood |

stories. Well, there won't be space to go into the
broadecast in detail here, but I shall be pleased to
have your views upon it if you haven't already done so
wnen these lines appear.

{ ¥

GOOL NMiLAITANS: In our last issuc Ien Allen,




125

writing about his six favouriie stories happened to
rerark that hc had been trying to get hold of "Im
Trackless Space" for years, witaout success. He tells
me +that no sconer had the C.D. appeared than he vas
presented with s couple of coples by Fercy Smith, of
Mumby, and Henry Bartlett.

I had a similiar axperience when I begged the lcan
of the Wycliffe and Haygarth stories, for a &y or
two later Miss Flinders sent along every copy she
possessed. 4 great gang, ours!

THE DOCTOZ'S TOMIT: I receive some very inter-
esting letters these days, letters which are a joy to
read. Here are some paragraphs from a recent ome. Che
writer, Dr. Hotert Wilson, of Glasgow.

"I have a very busy medical practice in an indast-
rial area of Glasgow. For almost twenty years iy npIecs
ious {and precious few) hours of relaxation wers spent
in the company of Harry Wharton, Tom Merry and Jimmy
Silver, and very pleasant and congenial companions I
found them. In 1940 when they disappeared, the gnp
80 left was not immediately apparent as my additional
war-time duties had reduced my hours of leisure to
nil. The war over, however, I found that the gap
became an aching void, and feeling sure that therc
must be numbers of Magnets, Gems, etc. available, I
itried all the dealers in Glasgow and elsewhere in
Scotland without much success. Ky omly piece cof 1luck
was when I picked up 5 Holiday Annuals in excellent
condition for 2s.6d a copy - surely a bargain?"

My Doctor correspondenc gocs on to say: "I came
across a copy of E.S,Turner's "Boys will bu Boys" and
g% therein a reference to the collectors' négnzine,
and, a3 & result, am now I hope, & memser of the cland
I have assurcd the doctor that he certainly is.

I an sure, t90, that all will agree that what he
tells us in still another strixing illustration of thg
fact that the Magnet and its corpanions were, and are

!

far more than just twopenny weeklies.

=
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I might also say that through jo the Clan, |
Dr.Wilgon is now in possession of sufficient m@ue \
to enable him to forget Mr.Bevan for many a dy, for |
in a later letter he says "l ctin hardly believe my eyes
|

yet when I look at them and visualise the fea.st of
first—class reading which lies in front of me."

Yes. I really enjoy reading my morming mail.

iew
FOR LONDONERS' NOTEBOOKS:

Frank Petiingell has a fine part in "Daphne Iaur-|
:eolﬂ" now rimming at Wyndham's Thentre and he has
! received some fine notices. It looks like settling
down to a long run, so there's a chance of an enjoy-
able evening for those in London Town.

4%
SCUTE AFRICAN BNTHUSIAST:

We have recently had the pleasure of welcoming to
| our circle Arthur J.Southwny, now residing in Souta
lﬁfr‘ ion. He is a real enthugiast if ever there wac one)
and we quote from cne of his letters in the corres- |
I’pondenoa columms. With regard to his suggestion that |

we have separate sections for sy, St.Jims News, !
| Greyfrinrs derald, and Rooiwcod Review, it has ccour—|
rred to me that we might combine the three and run o

- eolumn under the hending "Hamiltcnia" on the lines

of Bob Blythe's admirable "Nelscn Lee Scoclum". Any
volunteers for the job? And weuld cme of ouxr 9rtiata
}Jé:ike to do a heading showing D'arcy, Bunter and Jimmy
ilver?

I right also xontion tg Kr.Southway is delighted
and extremely grateful for the help already given ;
+him in compiling records by many members of the c.l.:m._
|He doclaresa "Gmnd lot of fellows read the C.D.".

’iz remark which is again heartily supported by

: Yours sinccrely, I
t
I L Herbert Leckenby. !
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ISAVES FROM THE DIARIES OF NMAXWELL SCOTT i
!

Continuity by John P.ifcod
_ I

The year is 1894, and in his diary ¥xwell Scott i
writes .. "I then began to writc a serics of shortd
{ stcrics with a doctor for the central character, but |
whilst I was engnged on this scries I received a lct—|
| tcr (it was in March, I think) which was destined to l
1

prove the turning point of my carcer as a writer of
atories." :

"The well-lmown firm of Harmsworth, ithe proprict-|
ors of "Answurs" and e dozen other pericdicals, had |
just begun to publish a halfnenny boys' papesr, under
the title of "The Halfperny Marvel'. It consisted of
sixteen pages, with four or five illustrationms, in
aa coloured illugtmted cover; and was .. let me be
perfectly frank .. an out-and-out 'permy dreadful’ in|
everything but price. It met with a phenomenzl suc- |
cess, and was speedily followed by two others, also
putlished by Harmsworth, precisely similar in char-
acter, and respectively entitled 'The Union dJuck' and|
'Pluck'." I

"The editor of 'The Marvel' was = mun nimed Sum-
ners. One of the other Hasmsworth editors was a ’
journalist named Stanhope Sprigg who had been assist-|
ant zditor of the Sheffield Weekly Indepundent at the
time my two serials were published (1892). Swmers
we.s in need of new writers, not only for the 'larvel'
but for the two new papers he was about to bring out.
He consulted his fellow-editor; Sprigg gave him my
name and address and hence the letter to which I have
alludcd.”

"Sricfly stated, the gist of the louticr was an
cnquiry as to whether I would write him some sensat-
ional boys' stories, 22000 words in length. Hec sent
me half-a-dozen copies of 'The Marvel' to show me the
style of story he wanted, and stated that he would be
prepared to pay me from £7 to £9 for each story, -
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accarding to merit." £7 for 22,000 words! - less
than 7s.0d4 per thousand. By 1902 Scott never got less
than £1.1.0 per thousand, and had rcceived as much
as 27s.6d4 per thousand.

NThisg letter was the subject of long and enrnest
congideration on the part of my wife and myself. Sum-
ners =aid he would be prepared to take a story a
| ponth from me .. which meant, on the lowest scale of
peyment, an addition of £84 A year to ry income. At
the same time, I did nst menn to become & writer of
| 'nenny dreadfuls'. I had high ambitions in those days.
‘I vanted to become a second Thackray, a zesculine
1George Eliot, an English Sir Walter Scott! But I
‘nlso wanted money, and I wanted it badly. The medical
ipractice, I 7as ccnvinced, was never going to be worth
imore then £200 or £250 a year at the outside. And how
iwas I going tc educats my son on £250 a year?"

| "The temptation proved tco mueh for me, I yielded.
' I buried my high ambitions, and although I made one
cr two feeble efforta to exhume them afterwards, they
jhave practically remained buried ever since. I wrote

| to Sumners and accepted his cffer. I became a writer

| of "sensationnl boys' stordies", and with few except-
iions I have written nothing else since."

i

‘} "The gtory I wrote for Sumers was entitled 'The
| Zhantom Dwarf'. He was delighted with it. He wrote to
'tell me so, and he wrote mgain later to say he had
been reading my story again in proof and he liked it
: 80 much he had decided to use it for an early number
{of his new paper the 'Union Jack'. He also told me
ihe was about to bring out a third paper 'Pluck', and
'he would willingly tnke one story a fortnight from
‘me, if I could supply them. (n 18th May, 'The Phanto
Emrf' appeared, and Sumers sent me a cheque for |
1£8.8.0."

i
J na1l oy stories up to the appearance of 'The !
Phantom Dwmrf' had been written under the pseudonym |
I
|

‘of Stair Cortley. fhen I decided to write sensnt-
'iorAl boys' stories, however, I dropped this nom-de-
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plume and adopted that of Maxwell Scott. With the
exception of the series of short stories presently
referred to, all the stories I have sven written
gince have been signed Maxwell Scott.”

"After posting the manuscript of 'The Phantom
Dwarf' to Sumers, I immediately started another
gtory for him, entitled 'The Sister of Death'. This
was published in 'The Union Jeck' on 13th July, and
brought me £9. 'The Awenger's Quest' appeared in tig
same paper on 24th August, and added eight mineas
to my income. On 19th September in 'The Marvel'
appeared 'A Dead Man's Secret', a detective story in
which I first introduced the chareacter Nelson Iee,
who has earned me many hundreds of pounds since. For
this story I alsc received eight guinens; the lemgth
of +he stcries having by this time been reduced to
18,000 words."

"On 31st October, also in the 'Marvel' appeared
another Nelson Iee story, 'Nelson Lee, Detective'.
For which again the editor gave me eight guineas.
Then I dropped detective stories for a while and
wrote 'The Mountain Stronghold', which was published
in 'TPhe Marvel' on 12th December, and also brought
me eight guineas. PFinally I wrote four short Nelson
Lee stories which were published in the Christmas
gmgb?r of the 'Union Jack', and for which I received

10.

"I895 .. At the end of January I began a story
entitled 'The Jewel Thief', which was published in
'The Marvel' on 3rd April, and for which I received
£8.8.0. I followed this with another detective story
entitled 'A False Scent' which was published in
'Pluck' on 3rd May, and for which I received £8.
Then for two months from April to June 1 did no
writing at all." ‘

®"0n the 1lst of June I received a note from R.D.
Harmsw._rth stating that my character Nelson Iee had
proved to be very popular with boys and asking me to
write a serial story for 'The Comic Home Jourml' -
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. (anothexr of the Harmsworth boys' papers) founded on f
| the adventures of this popular chamcter. I mhua_'l.],yt
|comp1:|.ed with this request, and from that time to the;
middle of November the greater part of my writing wos|
| devoted to this serinl. ¥y title was 'The Mystery of
the Malton Moors', but- the editor altered it to 'The !
Further Adventures of Nelson Iee, Detective'. The |
rirst instalment appeared on 16th August, and the lask
| on 10th Janvary, 1896. I did not lmow at that time i
| on what scale serial stories were paid for, and I was
| too timorous to enguire. I received a cheque every
. | week, which varied from £2.12.0 to as low as 10s.0d. |
| Altogether I received £36.13. 9 for the whole story; |
| and me it was 66,391 words in length, I vas paid, [
| rouchly speaking, at the mte of 10s.6d a thousend |
} words." ]

np1though this serial monoploised most of my |
' time from June to November, I yet found time %o write
. a story of 20,000 words for the editor of 'Pluck’. |
. I entitled it 'The Black Buby', but the name of {
| Nelson Lee was evidently too big a drew to be omitted,
| and when published the story on 10th, the editor |
| entitled it 'Nelson Lee, Detective'.” ‘

"Dy this same editor, whose name was HMaas, by the
way, 1 suggested an idea for his Christmas Fumber. |
I suggested that he should ask two other authors, who

! were writing detective stories, to write a story |

| apiece dealing with their own particular characters. |
I snid I would write & Nelson Lee story, and also |
the necessary introducrion and padding to weld the i

. three stories together .. and he could publish them
as 'Christmrs Clues; or How Three Famous Detectives

' Spent Christmrs Day'."

f "He eagerly jumped at my suggestion. He sent me
the two stories, I wrote a third. ('The Dymamite i
Gartridgd) 1 edited the other two, wrote an intro-
duction, and practically relieved him of all work in ‘
conneotion with his Caristmas Number. And for all |
this he rcwarded me with the munificent sum of £3.10.0."
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Next Month - Kenyon Ford is borm. A guarrel with
" Barmsworth over the copyright of Felson Lee, cte.
ete.

Old Boses Book Club

Report on the liceting held on Sunday, 3rd April,
at 706, Lordship Inne, London, N,22.

The Heeting was opanced by the Chairman and an
unanimcus agreement declared the minutes of the prev-
ious reeting rcad and these were duly sigued.

A sound financisl pcsition was then declarsd by
the Treasursr.

The Chairman *her welcomed Leslie Branton frou
Hull and n new London Member, FPster Jushing He slso
read a letter from Arthur dJ4.Scuthway of Cape Province
South Africa, who has tucone a postal member and had
forwarded a year's subscription. The latter is a
very enthusiastic collector and shouwld be & very
welcoxze addition to the circle. Other latters were
read from visitors to the Club's Exhibition at the
Islington Public Iibrary, asking for particulars of
the Jlub‘s activities. These have bean supplied and
it is to be hoped that many recruits to the Club will
result from these in-uiries.

The afor:smentionzd Exhibition was then discusscd
and a motion proposed by Charlie Wright nnd seconded
by Mrs.len Paclman, 2 hearty vote of thanks was
afforded to Recvert Blythe for his very fine work in
malking the Exhibition such a grent success. The re-
port in the ILondon Evening News wns debated and the
Club were pleassd to welcome the attendance of Leslie
Ayre, the writer of the article. The latter collectcd
guite a good denl of data and facts for a future art-
iele and Mr.Packman stated that he hoped to organise
a simila~ Exhibition at the Camberwell Iibmary later
on.
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| John Gerl thon shewed samples of tho Club Note-~
|paper and orders werexplacod for individual regquire-
|ments. 1t is hoped to supply postal members with a
:qunntity of this paper complete with their addrcsses
{ thereon.

’ On the ocecasion of the marriage of Robert Blythe
and liss Inura Butchor, it was resolved to present
them with a suitable gift and this was left in Frank
Eeeling's capable hands.

The third "Picture Query" was them hold and al- |
{ though rather morc difficult than its two predecessors
'wpe won by our worthy Chairmn, Len Paclmfin, with Bob
| thiter second, Charlic Wright third, amd John Genl
‘e good fourth. * i

"Ger Jottings" by Len Packmen, and "Rookwood" oned
fby Ian Whitmore were handed in and suitably thanked
for.

Bili lartin having very kindly sent along a parcel
of books on approval erabled a Sale to take place. ‘
| This gentleman is to be thanked also for loaning sev-
| eral good specimens to the Zxhibition. :

: Charlie Wright is to be congratulated on the secur—
'ing of a complete set of the Halfpenny "CGreyfriars :
. Herald"™ snd also for hig article on the hobby in his
!workas steff magnzine. :

i The next KWoeting will be held under the Chairman's
,augpices at Hume House, 136, Tordsaip Inne, Bast Dul-

‘wich, DLondon, S5.2.22. ~ttendonce: Er. & Lrs.Len and |

Eleanor Paclmrn, Lr. & lrs.fmnk Z=cling, Mr. & Lira.

| Chprlie Viright, Peter Cushing, John Geal, Ian Whitmore
i Leslie Branton, Leslie ayre, Robert and lenjamin I

:lihiter. .

i Lrs.0live Wright wae the winnor of a fine basket |

{ of fruit in a popular competition. i

| STOP PRESS: Benjamin G. Whiter.

} Teonard Shields, famous Megnet Artist, is dead.
| See June C.D.
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The Nelson Jee Column

A1l queries and suggestions to Robert Blythe,
46, Carleton Road, Holloway, London, FNo.T7.

k¥

Ag some of you may know, I was married recently. |
This being so, it will explain, I hope, why my ans-
wers to those of you who have writtem, are SO be-
lated. Not that they are so numerous that I cannot
cope with them, but household duties of various kind
are taking up my time. You see, I am becoming dom-
esticated already!

However, this does bring me %o a gubject that I
have discussed with our editor. Congidering that
this space is given over entirely to Nelson Iee Col-
lectors, and is being written solely to help those
of you who are interested in what we can call the
1Statistics' of the old Paper, 1 receive very few
letters of enguiry or suggestion (about one a month
on the average). After all, ite rather difficult try-
ing to malke up on>'s mind what to write about if no-
one gives any indieation of what they want to read.
For cxample, at the end of the column, for months
past, I bave given a list of titles, {at Len Packmn's
suggestion), and a Start/Stop list of thc scries, to
help you when buying the books, on my own initiative.
In view of the dearth of comments on these two items
alone, I am wondering if they fulfil a need or
whether I am wasting so much space? Sc how about it,
yoi Nelson Lee enthusiasta? How about letting me ha
those interesting facts that you have discovered,
those possible lines of research we haven't thought
about? Rcmember thnt if it appears in this columm
everyona will be able to rend and comment upon it.
Thus we shall cnlarge our knowledge of the best of
the boys' papers to the interest of all.
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Having got thnt off my chest, 1'1]1 take s chance and
corclude ag usml, first with the Series, and second-
1y with the Titles.

SERIES:

258-365 Intro. and Xidmpping of Yung Ching;
366-%74 Adventures in the South Seas; 375-380 The
Discovery of New anglin; 381-397 Complete Stories
(No.386 Intro. Willy Handforth); 398-407 Borring-out
against lirs.Trumble £nd her 1ndy Teachers; 408-414
Tntrc. Alf Brent as ALlf Huggins; 415-422 The Remcve
on a Caravan Holiday; 423-428 The Remove in americe;
429-432 The Remcve as Slaves on Dorriemore lsland;
433-441 Intro. Buster Boots and the Moor View Girls.

TITLES:

No.151 The Barring-out of St.Franks; 152 The
Rebel Remove; 153 Sticking to their Gums; 154 A
Scrap of Paper; 155 Turning the Tables; 156 At the
End of his Tether; 157 The Fall of the Tyrant; 158
Captain Burton's Quest; 159 The Schoolboy Stowaways;
16C S.0.S. or Tricked by Wireless; 161 The Ieland of
Fire; 162 The Valley of the Unkmown; 163 lMarconed;
124 *he Fight for astery; 165 A Bid for Gold; 166 |
By General Request; 167 The Moor House Mystery; 16e |
The Cottage om the Moor; 169 Handforth - Detective; |
170 The Coming of the Serpent (Intro. Reggle Pitt). |

FIASH: Did you Imow that according tc the Brmdcastf
of "Boys will be Boys", the St. Fmanks stories were '
written hy Frank Richards? it N> comment. I'm

speechless! }

I
|

;foxd, Middlesex.

i

5.0.8: ZRobert Blythe had three of hias Lelson ]
Lee Idbraries stolen Trom the Islington Exhibition, |
thus ruining his complete set if not replaced. The |
numbers are 139, 140, 141 old series. Can anyone )
help? i
WANTED: Uagnets 880-887 inclusive, snd most 550-88C
Gems, pre-1064; 24 Pcpulars; S8.0.L's; Nelson Lees
April-Juns 1933; Triumphs, Boys Friends, and cld :
school stories. r.Willett, 67 Ford Bridge Road, Ash-




fiarmth from South Africa:

| ing those happy hours of their youth. I thin: that

P.0.3Box 3, i
Beaconsfield,
Marcih 22.1949. Cape Province.

Dagar Bditor.

Very many thanks for the back numbers cf the C.D
safely to hand. I am also delighted to hear from
Pzter Walker of Bristol, that he has sent me the lst
annual. I am sure this will be most useful fo me in
corpiling my records.

Now I see from one of the back numbers that the
¥embers of the 01d Boys Book Club wvolunteered to ,ay
1s.6d for taeir copies to help the C.D, pay its wav.
I certainly agree that it is well worth it, there-
fore I am forwarding my Sub. for onc year at this
rate.

Without doubt it is m Maghzine of great value |
and of absorbing interest, not only to collectors
of old boys' books, but anyone interested in recnll-

the Nelson Iss Columm is the most interesting and
helpful section (perhaps because it is of particular
intorest to me) and would like to sce similar col- |
ums devoted tc Greyfriars (not the Magnet onmly), |
5t.Jims, and that poor old Cinderella - Bockwood. I |
realise that all four appearing each month wounld i
rather crowd out the interests cf other collectors, |
and t¢ obviate this I would suggest that two sohoolsl
appoar alternatively, with the other two. Maybe the

i troublc will be to find someone with sufficlent }mow#

ledge of the magnzines to do this, but I feel sure
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there are those who would be able to deal with most
querics and to give insidc information.

Yeurs sincersly,
Apthur J. Southway.

NOTE: Our "Now chum" madc several other intercsting
suggestions, and to these we have replied direct, and
his comments here are referred to in my chat. Regard-
ing his generous gesture, I might say that the circul-
ation is steadily incremasing &c we are hopeful we

shall soon balance the budget. Whether or no it is
such a happy job running a magpzine like the C.D. we
have made so many golden friends that my co-editcr and
I are not unduly worried if just now and again we mv,aﬂ
to dip into our pocket meney. H.L.

L2 2]

Skip Rug-les! Freank Richards New Charncter!
13th april, 1949.

Dear Horbert Leckenby,

I wrote tc you rather in haste the other day en-
closing the letter”for R.H,Hunter., However, herec is
s word on the subject penticned therein. Frank Rich-
aerds, who as you know is a glutton for work - tu ecall
it work! - has added a new school to the long list of
scholastic institutions founded by him, and 'Felghte
School' now has a local habitation and r nane! Four
short stories of Felgate will appear in a sports bock
which will be published this autumm by forld Film
Publications, in the Gasys Inn Road, of whom no doubt
you may have heard. The title of the book is not yet
decided, so I cannot pass that on. I rather like my
new chamcter "Sikip Ruggles", but whether anything
further will come of him is =o far on the knees of

the gods.  yjth kind regards,

Yours sincerely,
Frank Richards.

%
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From a Famous wWriter to Ien Allen:

2, Zast 86 Street
‘March 28th, 1949. " “New York, U.S.A.

. Dear Mr.Allen,

Thank you f0 muci for sending me the "Collector's'
"Digest". I shall treasure it not only for the article'
about me but for the rest of its contents. Awfully !
iinteresting. !

! How long ago those Captain days seem. It really
'was a good magazine, but the catch, I suppose, was )
lalways the advertisementa. Boys have g0 little monsy
 to spend on anything, and the circulation of what the
c-all over here a 'juvenile sldck' 1s so limited.

Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
P. G. Wodehouse.

*

i For Your Library List:

43, M¥ayfield Road,
| Sarderstend, Surrey.
-Dear Editor,

I thought it might be of interest to mention a
‘new book dealing with the 3dwardian Feriod, which has
a.r interesting chapter on Cld Boys' Books. Dlszmpo:m‘t-#
'ment might be felt by Hamiltonians that nc mention is,
made of Magnet or Gem, but others of the jariod are |
‘mentioned, including the old Halfpenny Marvel. Other ‘
: Chapters in the Book, although not dealing with the |
‘0ld papers ars extramely interesting, especially to |
lany Edwardian 0ld-Timers. !

The Book is a non-fiction one entitled "101 Jub- |
‘ilee Road™, the author being Frederick ¥Willis, and i
‘published by Phecnix House, and should now be obtain-|
ehle £t most of the Public Iibraries. ]

! Yours sincerely, |
4‘_ Bernard Prime. H
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Here's Your Chance:
William Campion,

. Publishers
lst April, 1949. 26 Yanchester Square,
London, W.1l.
Dear Sir, :

It had occurred to us that many of your readers
may be anthors as well in their own rights in the
type of literature in which you deal in your paper.

We are on the lecokout for promising young authors
who specialise in the writing of stories for boys
and girls - stories of school 1ife, spzeawany racing
stories, adventure serials, articles on how to mnke
models, ete. In friet, everything that gous into the
making of a popular bbys' or girls' magasine cr
annufl.

I ‘should nlso like to honr from readers who arc
able to illistmic in line and colour or are able teo
gupply comic strips.

Our ratees of payment =re £1 per 1,000 words and
£1.1.0 for each dmwing acccpted.

would you also cnter us on thc subscription list
for the Jollectoms' Dijzest, which 1s a2 best publi-
eation of its kiud.

If we liie auy particular serinl, it is possibls
that we would bring it out in weekly ou fortnigatly
s an the lines of Schoolboys' Own Library and

exton Blake.
Yours faithfully,
T. Tambimuttu,
for William Campion.

This should interest guite & number of our
readers. H.L.

FOR S4IB: 130 Kagnets, 130 Lees, Few Fopulars. Stamp
for Idst. D.MeGreevy, 17 Edward Street, Iurgin, Co.
srmagh, Northern Ireland.




41l Correspondence_ to

H.¥,Bond, 10 Erw Wen, Bhiwbine, Cardiff.

i THE ROUND TABLE '

Inst month I announced-that an article entitled |
"Sexton Blake and the First World War" would appear |
in this issue, but regret to say that it is impossibl
to include it as I had hoped. It will, however, appea;
in the June Issue and its companion article in the !
July Issue. E

I have had several letters thanking me for includ4
ing lists of titlcs in the S.B.L. Third Series. It dl
(>

appears that quite a number of readers who are inter
ested in collecting the Iibraries have little knowle
of the three series and I would like to tell them thf'.}:
any informatior they require as to authors, titles,

| numbers, etc. ete. will readily be given on request, |

i that is, of course, if the information required is 0111

3

[record. Inmedintely upon the conclusion of the series;

i of titles of the third series I am commencing UNION

| JACK titles from Fo.1000 to No.1531, so, in due coursé

| readers will be able to turn any storxy they wish
by turning thc pages of the C.D. 4t the samc time a |

| new series of titles of the S.B.L. lst Series which |

| commenced in 1915, will commence. |

I must say o few woids upon the broadeast vermlion)
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of "Boys will be Boys". Those interested in non-Blake
pablications will find that my co-editor has given
his opinion of the broeadcast in the general sectiom,
put seeing that this is Blakiarma I must deal with o
slenth in Blakiama. Well, frankly, I was disappointe
at the meagre Blake ration in the feature. After all
Sexton Blake was the most written of character in
fiction, and still is for that matter. To include on
or two scraps in a programme lasting for an hour
geemed to me rather inandequate, and then the fellow
they chose to play Blake was most unsuited to then
part. 1 think the detective should have displayed mo
gentlomnly behaviour, whereas the radioc actor seemed
to think that he was playing the part of a bumptious
aps. And why include the love scenc between Blake
and Roxane. 1 was gratified to note that a Teed story‘
had been chosen for the excerpt, but tho author was
not given any credit whatsocver, and in any case his
original girl charactor Yvonne would have been the
obvious choice rather than Roxans, who was merely

a now version of the old. The otaer romantic affair
reforred to was exceedingly flimsy. Not one Blake
reader in a million, cven had he read the whole ser-
jes of storica from 1893 omwards would have rcoallced
onc small incident like this. And what about the
absence of Tinker, Pedro and Mrs.Bardell. Surely the
Baker Street Trio and thelr Housekeepor should have
boen mentioned. Probably the N.L.L. fans arc happy
about the treatment given to Belson Lee. He was

trea ted better than Blake, anyhow.

Cheerio for now,

SEXTON BIAEE'S GOLIEN AGE
A new article Rex Dol
Part III

Coutts Brisbanc, oreator of Dr.Ferraro, I have
already eunlogised in a previous article. He again,
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wag a mainstay throughout the age.

i In a class by hirsclf is Pierre Quiroule, another
| who Tor all round excellence of style, plot, charncter
|and background, often seems to me the best of all

| Blake authors. How difficult it is to pick the of this
| superb team! Pierre Quiroule, of course, means Fran-
jite Grant and Mndamcisclle Julia, for nearly all his

| stories were built round these two master spics. Hero |
iwas plot and intrigue, and the glamour of far-off

: lands. His masterpiece was probably "The Riders of the
: Sands" (S.B.L. 1lst Serics No.258). |

i |
i In the realm of real crime and detective stories '
i we had a first class section in Anthony Skene, Gayn |
| Bvans, Gilbert Chester, Edwy Searles Brooks, Mark i
i Osborne, Allan Blair, R.L.Hadfield, C.Malcolm Hincks, :
iand Denald Stuart. Skene was noted for the bizarre |
i Zenith, who was in the limelight throughout the de- |
| cade and was a U.J. meinstay. He also wrote several

i non-Zenith stories, his own "zenith" being reached in
E that brilliant story "The Broken Melody" %U.J. No.1321}
{ I claim he also wrote as Victor Fremlin that other
; msterpiece "The Adventure of the %hite Saluts". (U.d|
; N0.1348). Skene's literary siyle, iranic and gripning,
i delights me.

Edwy Searles Brooks, like Skenc, featured mainly |
i onc chataoter, the almost impossible Rupert Waldo. He
was intensely readable, but somehow undistinguished.
| Chester wrote singles mainly, but sometimes his rather
; flat chamoters the Hales appeared. Noted for his
| jerky style and jigsaw plots, some of his stories
| are near-zasterpieces. A typical example of kis best
iwork is "Buried Deep" (U.J.¥o0.1381). Many of his stor
ies contained a really good "terror" atmosphere.

lerk Osborne, creator of George Marsden Plummer, |
| wrote many stories in the earlier Blake days. He i
later handed over Plummer to Teed, who seemed to make |
| more of him. Csborne's stories are very good in a |
i quiet, unspectacular way. A typioal example of "Crack-
| ing Walls". (U.J. No.1342). '
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Allan Blair was another prolific writer - with
gome good idens but a style which I find unreadabls.
(Scope for en argument here I should imagine! Ed.). -

Gwyn Evans merits a place to himself for his brild
liant ideas and gallery of colourful characters.
"Splash" Pags the reporter was the finest of these,
put high on the list are Yrs.Bardell (almost Evan's
owvn! ), Ruff Hanson, King Zarl, the Robin Hood League,
the Shadow Club, Juiius Jones. #ith minor characters
he was not eo happy, being content to use sterotyped
caricatures such as Timothy Tubb, the rubicund jovial
publican. Bvans' literary style, too, was full of
eliches, but he could convey stmosphere, and his basi¢
jdeas were born of genius. His best stories perhaps,

" gugpended From buty" (0.J. No.1519), and "Death in
the Jungle" (S.3.L. 2nd Ser. No.390).

To be Continncd

The following item which is nn extract from the
Book "Iet's Walk dovn ¥eet Street" by O.W.Snepherd,
will be interesting to those who loved the work of
the late Gwyn Evans rnd is cspeeinlly intercsting
this month secing that Rex Dolphin deals with this
writer in his latest instelment of "Sexton Blakes,
Golden hge".

a¥ AUTHOR WHO UAS A 3IEAT "CHiRACTER"

Gwyn Evans was well-known in Fleet Streei, where
he was a law to himself. Tll and dreamy, wispy, eth-
eral, Gwyn died guite young, leaving a world in which
he alwvays seemed something of a stranger. It was odd
that such a gentle, poetical man should have been an
author of the "Sexton Blake" thrillers, beloved by
readers from schocldays to senility, but he turned
them out with incredible fheility, not only with in-
spiration, but with his abnormal speed on the type-
writer.

Kindly as he was, he could at times write with
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iacid instead of ink. He was ~n ardent Zationalist;
;he believed in nothing that was not proved, and his
tilts at organised religion were often confounding.
{(Hore, I omit a passage re G.E. & Dean Inge).

i Gwyn, unworldly as he was, could always deal with
:any of the fimancial emergencies with which Fleet St.
joften confronts those who work in it. Thus he told me
.of how he once found himself "a little near the kmuclkd
tle" on a Thursday. He was doing "Scxton Blake" at the
|time and was due to deliver a story which he had not
reven begun; and the money was essential to his immed-
‘riate progranme. .

i He rosc early on the Friday morning, and wrote the
‘first and last chapters of the story; then taking the
imiddle part of an cld typescript, he made sendwich
iwhich had a1l thc appearance of a fully completed
;story. This he took to his editor, who, he Jmow, had
:a way ¢f glancing at thce beginning and cnd of a story
jend leaving further rending wntil later. Thc editor
'glanced at it ard gave Gryn the expceted chit where-
{with to colleet his noney froxr the cashier.

By Monday morning, Gwyn had completed the middle
lpﬂ.rt. Bursting into his edtor's room, he exelaimzd:
"I'm awfully sorry, but I got my copy mixed up on
‘Pridny, and must have given you some old stuff. Herc
jiis what I meant to bring." ... All wes well.

i (There fcllows another long story of how G.E. again
‘broke, art on the stoeps of the Albert Mcmorial juggli
‘a hard-boilcd cgg from hand to band. He vxplained to
'an enquiring constable he belonged tu the Socicty far
‘the Veneration of ancient Monuments and did this at
different monuments every year. He then went away and
phoned a newspnper telling them of the ncourrence,

ing he was tcc busy to write it himself, but suggest- |
ing they send a staff rmn. They did. 0f course G.E. |
‘had gone, but staff man got story from the enquiring
,eonstable and it was published. Next day G.E. collected
;Lh:l.s three guineas for tipping the newspaper off.) {

l
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HEXT MONTH:

n"Sexton Blake and the First World War" by H.M.
ond.
"Sexton Blake's Golden ige", Part IV. by Rex
Dolphin.
"Epeking a Rod", by mobert Whiter; "S.3.I. Titled
for 1943", and, of course, "The Hound Table".

COMING:

nSexton Blak: and the Second World ¥War" by H.I.
Bond.

"Biake - His Barlier Days and Chreoniclers", by

Walter iebb.
nphe Housa in Baker Street", by H.M.Bond.

THE SEXTON BInKS LIBRARY - 1344
Third Series. 63 - 86

63. The lan from thc Far Bast.. .. John Hunter. ..
44. Mo Riddle of the nidmpuec

Frisoner. .. Gilbert Chestcr.
65.%¥The Gusz of the Biscny P:Lmto . Icwis Jnckson ..
56. Previously Reo.,r‘t‘.d Eﬁ.ssmng -

Now ? . .» Gilbert Chestor.
67. The ..setar:, of the. Gairo E:g:mss anthony P.rscrs.
58. Thc Riddlc of the Italian Prig-

onGrs ee we ss e+ e John Hunter. ..
69. Thz Riddde cf the Fmins Icwis Jnckson ..
70. The iystery cf the Dt,mo‘boliaed

Sold.mr-- e e .. Gilbert Shusiter.

71. The Bssex Roed Crimb es e+ ee Jchn Drummond ..
72. The Omrse of tho Rc:nngxdu Iiﬁ'*nl

Officer.. . .. anthony Prrsons.
73. Burred from the Vg st End . =e d0ohn Hurnter. ..
74. The Man who wouldn't Quit.. .. Gilbert Chester.

75. Tas Innor House Lcnfce. .. John Drumncnd ..
76. The Case cf th: Indinn Lill..,n—
aire. . .» anthony Parsons.

- 17. The Case cf the 5 Fugitivos .. Lewis Juckson ..
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| 82, The Riddlc cf the Icather Bottle John Drumncnd ..
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78. Tho Man they couldn't Buy .. .. Gilbert Ghester.1
79. The Nystery of tho Bom‘bod Monas-

tery.. .. . Anthony Parsons.
B80. The Trmaglec (hae of the Station-
masgter's Legncy . .o s Jdohn Drunmond ..

8l. Thc Case of the Comnseript Lb.ncr. Wnlter Tyrer ..

83. The Bﬁb'stex'y of the Indian Relic. Anthony Parsons.
84. The Strange CGise of the Foctmans

Crimo. .. .. @1bert Chester.
' 85. The Gase +f Sgt. Bill Morden .. Rdcherd Standigh
| 86. The Painted Degger.. .. .. .. John Drummond ..

* Featuring Leon Kestrel "the astcr Mummor”.

CHANGE OF ADDHESS:

Jamcs W. Cook, late of 62, Queen's Gardens, Beys—
water, V.2., hag moved tc Nc.4, Ssmanston Path, Oxney
Estaj:a, Carpcnders Park, Nofr Watford, Herts.

meeting, on 3’}1@: 1st my._?fpgrt in June issue.

! the possibilities of a similiar one with the Iibrar-
ian of the Camberwell Public ILibraries. 4ll the

IATE NZWS FLASH:
lIr.B.8.Brooks attended the 01d Boys Book Club

Following the success of the Islingtor 014 Boys
Books Exhibition, Len Packman has besn discussing

Iibraries there, however, suffered tadly during the
raids, and are in course of repair. The Librarian is
all in favour and he promises at the sarliest possible

| monent to recommend his Committee to sanetion such

an Exhibition. i

WANTED: Any Gex Christmas Double Numbers - Beasomble
gi&:s paid. BR.i.Hudson, 5 Throstle Bow, Middleton, |
eda, 10.
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ain Justice, etc. 3 Henry J.H.Ba
Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

WANTED: Magnets, 1925-1929; Penny Populars; Grey-
friars Heralds. C.Hanson, 30 St. Margaret's Road,
Wangtead Park, London, B.1l2.

If you have a Collection of 01d Boya' Books for
sale, or part collection, consult Wm. Martin, 93,
Hillside, Stonebridge Park, London, N.%W.10. You can
count on a square deal.

WaNTED: BEarly issues of Gem, ¥agnet, Pluck, Drend-

nought. » few In gnets. and Gems for disposal, and Red
covered lingnets for Exchange only. BEric Fyne, 23,

Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.

Hoods, etc. ®.R.Iandy,. 4, Nuneaton Road, Dagenham,
Epsex.

WANTED URGENTLY: Gems Nos.356, 358, 359 and 375.
Top prices paid. Leonard Packman, 27 Archdale Road,
Bagt Dulwich, London, 5.W.22.

g_g__;[H.-EKPEE_,SI_VE HOBBY: Collect specimen numbers of
Viotorien boys' papers. 1 can gsupply Boys of England,
Boys Standard, Boys Comic Journal, Boys of Empire,
Young Englishman, Boys World, Black Bess, Black High-
wayman, Seeendy Todd, Blueskin, Tyburn Dick, Ching-
Ching, Hiriaway, and hundreds more. 68.6d per dozen.
Medcm ft, 64, Woodlands BRoad, Ilford.

SALE OR EXCHANGE: (Exchange preferred).

Kagnets - 1352, 1353, 1392, 1419, 1459, 1487,
1489, 1495, 1531, 1532, 1547, 1550, 1603, 1654, 1655,
1657, 1678. Gems 1228, 1242, 1243, 1244, 1247, 1430,
1433, 1438, 1439, 1495, 1504, 1506. 8.0.L. 250 252,
2&7" " 505, 327, 312, 514, 311, 380, 386, 395, 305,

ORT any Fantasy Books, Ferrers Lord, Oa{t—
s Sell. rtlett

{ANTED: 4ldine Publications, Murpins, Duvals, Robin |

Robert Pick, 3 Stonegate Grovesi Ieeds, 7. Also Holi-
| dav Appuals, 1933, 1936
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