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Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange,
C/e Centrsl Registry, Northern Commsnd, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHATR

A Ten tes! Thrill: There was # telephome in the room
where the May meeting of the 0ld Boys' Book Club wes held, eand
by errangement I put & csll through in the evening just after
the meeting was over. That men of idess, Lem Packman, had
evidently all the geng lined up, end I wes eble to have a few
seconds chet with each. It worked like a chewm; in rspid suc-
cession without interruption they came. Pirst Bob Whiter, ther
Charlie Wright and Mrs. Wright; followed by Johnmy Gesl; "Robby"
(John Robyns)}; Bob Blythe; Bernerd Prime; C1liff Beardsell; Ian
Whitmore; R. Mortimer; Frank Keeling; Ben Whiter; rnd then to
wind up Len himself egein. You could sense they were in high
glee, especielly the Lee fems; end no wonder, seeing thay had
been listening to Mr. Edwy Searles Brooks for neerly en hour.
You'll be sble to reed all sbout that in other pages. All I'll
say bere is thst Bob Blythe hss told me more than once that he
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would never been content until he got Mr. Brooks to & meeting
Well, it wes your hour, Bob, and no member of the clan will
begrudge the Leeites if they felt a little cock-a-hoop.

As for thet 'phone call, T thoroughly enjoyed it, It wes
well worth the special welk to meke it.

Death of W, H., Neate Once sgain it is my mournful duty to
snnounce the desth of a member of our circle - William Henry Nea
of Wenlock, Burnham, Bucke. The news came to me in a letter
from his father steting his son passed ewsy on Merch S5th., He
Ghll?";v of us were femilier with his cheery letters, end many
bhad the good fortune to obtain some fine and scarce copies of
[various papers from him, He could always be depended upon for
& square deal.

411 members will deeply sympsthise with his father,

Mr. H. J. Neate, in his grest beresvement.

The Passing of Leonard Shields: Another of the well-loved
figdres who helped to make happy our boyhood days has passed om.
Aotually, he died in Jamuary, but it wesn't until the "Sunday
Expresg" Ten 8 story on Moy lst arising out of the publication off
the will that the news became generally knmown. A well-deserved
tritute by Bob Whiter eppesrs olsewhere in this jssue, but as I
have admired Mr. Skield's work for over 40 years I fesl I must s
a few wurds nere.

The "Eipress" story says he was an almost unknown artist.
1911, meybe he never aspired to be "hung" in the Reyel icedemy,
meybe Sir Alfred Munnings had never hesrd of Lecnsrd Shields, If
he hed I am sure he wonld heve looked at his work with an appro
aye, for there waes certainly nothing Picesso-like sbout it.

I am no art critic, btut I cordislly agree with Bob Whiter
that Leomard Shields was the better of the two Magnet artists of
the later yeers, By his hand the Femous Five were reslly
attrastive, manly looking boys; Mr. Quelch seemed not quite ec

a-ingprbly He weed, $00, & more kindly poneil whers the jeas
reputabla cheraclers were concermed. Vermen Szith wppoared nob
quite so much a "voicuder”; and Bunter a little less a rascsl,
[For axample, his besming covnteusnce on the cover of Magnet 1151.
During his long associaiion with the Amalagamated Press,
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Leonard Shields must have illustrated thousends of stories, for
he drew not only for the boys' papers but for thome catering for
women %00, and no cne was more edept et portreying a charming
than he. .

Although he did not drew the first Bunter, he hed one claim
to fame, for he did illustrate the very first St. Jim's story
dealing with Jeck Blake's arxrivel there, and & few weeks later
geve the world the first glimpse of elegent Dfircy. Thet was in
"Fluck", of ccurse, in 1906, before the excivel of Tom Merry.

There wes & touch of pathos in the statement that he went
drawing with crippled hands during the l=st two years of his 1ife
He hod no need ¢ o so, of course, (I wes told by e fellow ertis
when I was in London last September that br. Shields was com—
fortedly off apert from his earnings with his pemoil) but he
worked on beceuse, like the sctor who tekes his-last call, then
dies in the wings, hia art wad his life,

Through fifty yeers he gave pieasure to millioms; hu woe e
good trouper; msy the earth lie lightly on his grave.

That Broadcest: I ssked for opinions on the "Boys Will Be
Bcys" brosdeest. T got them in vo uncertsin feshion.  Summing
them up, on Gailcop Poll lines, the result would eppesr to Le
pometning like this: -

207, ®njoyel 4t immensely

5% @ood in narts

205 Rether a "flop"

10% Deciledly e flop
Wiich would mske it cnpear L1 ween't quitu e populrr ee =
"Hewe & Go' programme, et least not where the fazithful were con-
vemmed. Vas tansh teceuse we er2 too sensiilve g'om:d: our
fovourites, I wonder,

There wes one Lrief section sbout which ell were in sgreeuoeng,
for 811 enjoyed hearing the voice of Frank Richerds. The only
grouse was he did nct spesk long enough. h

In striking contrest there was s howl of protest from the
Lee feme over that strange error of the commentstor's concerning
the suthorship of the St. Fremks stories. If his ears were not
burning it's a wonder,

The Hamilton group were not too hpppy either about the
Greyfriers episode. The general opinion sppeared to be that thd
boys -teking part were too young. “Not & bit like the msnly
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[Harry Wharton, hero of & hundred fights and sdventures” was
the cry-

Pereonally I mst say I was rather dissppointed w th 1t.
The book with its delicicus wit and delicete touch of irony gave
oven hard-boiled journalists a nostelgic trest; it was a fine
lboost for the hobby, for it gave many who reed it a wistful
desire to renew scquaintence with the herces of thelr youth. My
post-bag since its publicetion has proved that,

But, somchow, I don't think the broadcast would have the aamL
effect, even though it was mainly built up on the book. It
Hsaand to pley down to the subject, burlesque it, treat it in
rather joking fashion. As my collesgue pointed out last month,
for inatence, they had Sexton Blske completely out of foous. By aTt

|seising on = passing reference to & girl friend in & story writt
in 1895 snd linking 1t up with the Roxanne episode, they gave the
impreseion to the average 1istener that women played e big part
in Blske lore, which of course is sbsurd, Why couldn't they havp
given some pithy dislogue where Bleke was at grips with Plummer
or Kestrel, or scme deseriptive passages from a Hamilton Teed
story laid in foreign lands like The Yellow Tiger? That would
have been more like the resl Blake.

Then thay geve an ertract from that devastating atteck on
the "penmy dreadfuls" which appesred in No.l of the "Boys' Friend|
in 1895, with its sssertion that the men who wrote the atories
ware drink-sodden wretches who liveld in doss houses and scribbled
their 111iterate seveeds on dirty bite of psper. It may have
heen trme about a few obscure sheets, but it wes probably out of
dete even when it was written. It didn't apply to the real rivals
of the "Boys' Friend" of the dcy - the papers published by
Hendersons, neither those by Brett or the Aldine Co., full-blooded
though the stories mey heve been. And it certainly did not apply
to the mem who wrote for boys after the 20th century dewned, the

we edmire and reverance. But the B.B.C, seamed to fail to
cint that out. We lmow they were men of the public sohools and
vereities, of culture and wide world travel.

So it seems to me that the B.B.C. somehow got s little off
the rails.

<

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY.
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LEAVES FROM THE DIARTES OF MAXWELL SCOTT

by

And now we askip a year - to 16897, when Maxwell Scott writes
#on March 19th I received a letter from W.M.Mesa, whom I heve
previously menticned as a former editor of "Pluck”. He wrote
to sey thet he had joined the firm of C.Arthur Pearson,Ltd., the
publishers of Pearsons' Weekly, end Barmeworths' greatest rivals
He said he was bringing out & new boys' peper to be entitled
mThe Big Budget", and he wented me to write for him. He was
especially anrious that I should 'invent enother detective
character on the lines of the popular Nelson Lee' and that all
my detective stories in 'The Big Budget' should have this now
detective for thelr centrel figure.

n,_..Needless to say, I jumped at Msas' offer. I invented

EENYON FORD, THE UP-TO-DATE DEFECTIVE; mmmm;m
date of the first mmber of the 'Big Budget') to December 23, I
had no fewer then aix stories published with the ad

adventures of this wonderful hero, for each of which I ved
£8.8.0.

"By that time the editor of 'Pluck'" (who hed hed & dis-
egroement with Meoowell Scott in 1896, end hed shown an inclinatig
to drop him from the papor) “hed discovered thet I was not quite
so dependent on him as herotofore: and as I showed no unlue
heste to oupply him with exny more of 1the populer Nelson Lee
gtories' he celmiy engeged snother man to write stories sbout
Nelson Leel! T was furicus when T sew the srnouncement of the
first 6f the new peries. I wiied a protest. He replied that
he oould not admit thet 1 (the inventor of the characterl) had
1oy vested interest in Nelson Lee'. So I wrote to Alfred
Hermsworth himself, repeating ny protest and threatening tu send
the ecrrespondence to tne Procs unless I received & prompt
epology end an essurance that the of fence ahould not be repeated

nI received both; end by wey of & pesoa-offering 1 wrote
three more Nelson lee atories for "Pluck', 8ll of which were
promptly published and for one of which I received £11.11.0.
‘And on Dec. 18t he wrote to ssy that in future the should be
very pleased to give me £8.8,0 for all Belson Lee stories.'"
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(He hed previcusly _xdduced payment for these to £7).

In 1899, despite the break of & continental holiday, Mexwell
Scott's productive powers in the story-writing line showed no
gign of dimmtion. I wrote fifteen stories for the Big Bud
gix for Dan Leno's Comic Journsl, one for Home Notes, and one fo
the Union Jack, end five for & monthly peper known ss Homeland..d
Spesking of Homelend reminds me that my photograph was published
4n thet peper in July. Which sgein reminds me that an alleged
portrait of me was elso published in the Big Budget on Jume 17th
of this yesr. Both these papers applied to me for my
sbout the same time, and I sent them each & copy. The Big
Budget commissioned ome of its artists to meke a 'live drewing'
from the photograph.

wpBut the steries I have mentioned did not by any means
exheust the list of my productions. On October 8th I began the
publication of a serial football story ('Hard Pressed') in the
Big Budget. This story proved phencmenslly popular, and actuslly
ran for 43 weeks — until July 26th, 1900. I received & cheque
for 1t woek, 8 to the length of the current
§nstelment (at £l per 1,000) and altogether it esrned me
£205.16.0, the biggest emount I ever received far a single story.|'

On August 13th, 1900, his sister's baby wes born in Iondom,
end, writes Mexwell Soctt, "when the baby wea about & month old
I decided to go up to Lomndon to inspect her! I wrote to the
editor of the Big Budget telling him I wes coming up to Town and
4hat I should call to see him; whereupon he promptly asked and
obteined permizsion from hie proprietors (C.Arthur Pearson) to
orgenise a pienic wp the Themes at their expense in honour of
my visitl

nT arrived in London on Sept.Tth, and on the following dsy,
4n company with the editor and s mmber of Big Budget euthors
ertiets, I went up by leunch from Shepperton to Windscr, end we
gpent e very enjoysble day.

w¥rilst I wes io fondon I enlled upon Bemilton idwerds, who
wes £t tant time edisor of 'The Boya' Friend! aad 'The Girls'
Friend'; both of which were published by Hermeworths. He hed
written a few deys previoe=ly to ssk me to write s serisl for
'The Girls' Friend!, and my objeot in calling upon him was to




157

explain that girls' stories were not in my line. Not to be
bsulked of & serial from my pen, hs then asked me if I would
write s deteotive serisl for 'The Bays' Friend'. Aa this inter|
view with Edwards reeulted in & long commection with 'The Boys'
Friend' and 'The Boys' Realm', from which I received undreds of
poqul.Iwni;: that oy ¥ t to London wes in every
ﬁsﬁluimtmmmim;

And on that happy note of optimiem for the future, I think
1% would be well to leave Maxwell Scott to turn the pages of
another century nert month, when we shall hear something of
wEirds of Prey", "The Silver Dwerf" and "The Seven Stars”.

BORTHERN D A feir mmber in the northern counties
have no Tom Sinclair of their intentiom to be
pmmtifadlmismmgod,bntmm‘rquindm-m
it e prectical proposition. So would those who are in favour
otﬁoﬂuplmnuihmumtat9mwm.
1eeds 10, as soon as possiblef Come on, northerners,
mtmmmmmhmt

If you have s COLLECTION OF OLD BOTS' BOOKS for sale, or
pert collection, consult Wm. Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge
Perk, London, N.W.10, You cen count on & square deal.

WANTED: Early issues of Gem, Megnet, Pluck, Dreadnought.
A few Magnets and Gams for dispoeel, end Red-covered Magnets
for Exchange only. Eric Feyne, 23 Grove Rosd, Surditon,
Surrey.

WANTED: “"Horribles", eny period. Buy or Exchange.

E.V. Bughes, "Caswell", 25 Eillboro' Rosd, Bognor Regis.

WANTED: Complete Fentesy Stories, Ferrers lord, Cepteain
Justice, etoc. Exchenge Sexton Bleke Iibreries.

Henry J. H. Bartlett, Pess Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport,
Dorset.

*IHE COLLECTORS' MISCELLANY" , & printed journsl for collectors
of old boya' books, Profusely illustreted, No.l5 now reedy.
Speoimen copy 1/3. Joe, Parks, Printer, Saltbwrn-by-Ses, Yorks.




158

ROBIN HOOD, AND" HIS AUTHORS
By T. W. Puckrin

In the "Story Paper Collector" some time ago I made some
reforence to the "Aldine Robin Hoods". As the rover of Sherwood
has & peculiar fascination for me, end I hope, other reasders of |
the story péaper magazines as well, I would like to enlarge = 1it
on the above topic. Much hes been writtem sbout Robin Hood. T
has even been suggeated that the bold Robin, like Charles ‘Mckeng
"\rs., Harris", never existed. But from the various legends that
heve been handed down from time immemorisl, it does seem fairly -
olear that s charscter of his descriptiom did have some place im’
H!’g‘gz .Historigal evidenoce of en sutbentic nature, it must bef
admi s 18 somewhet scanty. Pew people bar the monks could
write, and they were hardly likely to keep records of en outl=w
whose sttitude towerds estsblished religion wes, to ssy the lsastl
decidedly unflattering.

And ome proof of Robin Hood's existence can be brought im
evidence. Nearly every writer, efil their mmbers are
has stressed Robin's dislike of sbbots snd monks. The
beotwean Robin Hood and King Richard eppesrs without fail, wmo
matter what suthor deals with the subjeot. Fearly every smibhce
meyks him cut as 8 men above his folXows, and in every way
to stand up to the overbearing and cruel Normem Barcns. Time
snd legend may heve mede Robin e rether more picturesque figmre
than he reelly was. But the 1llth century wes & stern and some-
what oruel sge, and Robin of Sherwood wes s product of thet time.

What of the men who have handled this dering opposer of
constitutional authority. Our editor did some time ego semid ms

ddd not appesr on the title page. From the Victorien siyle of
writing 1t sppesred to have been writtem sbout 1850. JNost of
the incidents touched upon by the later suthors were there emd
far 88 I cen see it must have been one of the earliest modern
sccounts published. In 1902, the Aldine Publishing Coy. 1
Bobin on the market and he wes so popular that the first editioms
had to be duplicated. This edition was reprinted three times
mm.aﬂlhmthahst,thmmbatmm
Arthur Puckin has slmost resd it to death. A syndicate of
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suthors wrote this edition in varying degrees of excellence.
Escott Lynn, probably the best of them all; G.C.Glover, a good
second; Arthur Dare, who wrote only two, and two of the bestj
Charles E. Brand, whose style smaoked of Sir Walter Scotts
Singleton Pound, who cultivated the dramstic toush - robber
end packs of wolves hsunted his pages; A.S.Burrage, probably
the youngest of them all. It was said that he wrote his storie
at the tender sge of fifteen. Ogilvy Mitchell wrote nearly he
the series, but his style tended towerds the humorous. H. Philpo
Wright wes another fairly comstant contributor, bui like Mitchel
the dramatic touch was missing., There were three or four cther
writers, but the onee I have mentioned wrote the mejority of the
stories.

I have read 2 good deal of literasture concerning the outl
of Sherwood Foreet, but the Aldines were wundoubtedly the best.
There wes & mature ring sbout their wovrk, e srisp and compaetent
hendling which is the eriterion of the reelly gcod sutbor. You
could alweys reed them agsin.

Now for snother euthor of a liffereat kand, Headers of thg
"Boys' Friend", and the "Boys' Hersld", those who can go back for
forty years or more, should remerber "Morton Pike". He wrote
Robin Hood sluriwes ror both paspers. EHere ere three of thea.
"Guy of the Greemwodd" (1904), Boys' Friend. "Eing of the
Woodlands" (1908), Boya' Priemd. 'The iongbuwe of Englandd,
Ecys' Herald. The first two, T have repd. "Tng of the Tocd-
lsnds" has come into my possession lately. It is 8 good atory
cnd well written. There is £ difference l.eiwean Morton Pike snd
the Aldines. Pike's Robin Hocd wes not re elon —}dvewn 2e cr2
would heve liked. In "King of the Woodlends" I could have wished
for more of him, end & little less of Godfruy Fitzgodfrey. Iittle
John, Will Scarlet, etc. etc. do not seem to stend out in the
seme bold relief ss in the Aldine Publicetioms. In fact, Mortoy
Pike seemed to went to teke the "hlood" out of "bloody". Whether
this wes in deference to Hamilton Biwards' desire to keep
sleughter down to & minimum, cme cennot say. All thet I can e
is, & little more "bite" woulé have done iie sturies no hirm.
However, he was a good workmenlike suthor who knew his gob. The
of the remainder? Wingrove Willson, who wrote for "Chums" has
written wore then a few Robin Hood stories in bock form, His
style was decidedly jJuvaenile. Psul Herring, who wrote "King
Richard's Hansome" in the "Scout”, was tepid, nothing more.
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5. Walkey, snother "Chums" suthor with a flair for pirate storied,
nﬁdushmdatmmm'mforlm&modﬂ. This
would be written sbout 1911. It wes a gimiler story to "King
the Woodlands?, with a miesing tressure as the main theme, I
think this was the only venture 8. Walkey ever made with Robin
Hood, and of the two stories, I profer Morton Pike's.

Glencing es I do in shop windows from time to time, one can
slways see some juvenile literature devoted to the hero of
Sherwcod., It is & theme that never seems to pell. And while
stories of briek sdventure, the wide opem spaces, daring deeds
and the old, old story of the fight for freedom sgainat hopeleas
odds, etill hold us in their grip, let us hope that it never
will.

| (1£ lovers of gallent Robin &nd his merrie men dc not wish to be
disillusioned, I advise them not to resd "The Nutbrown Medd"

bty Philip Mscdonsld, for therein they are made out to be 8 sorry
bend of rescsle, end doubt 1s even cast upon the virtue of
"ewoet Maid Merion". - H.L.)

EEW_COLLFCTOR compiling deteiled cotslogues of storles froam
perers which published stories of Gruyiriarg,St. Jim's,; Roakwood
end St. Frenk'a, urgently requires sisistence in regari to the
POPULAR, IMUnGHr WERKLY, WUGGET L17RAN:, GEEYFRIARS HERALD,
DREADNOUGHD, 20?5 REALM, TRIUMPH, EFIEE, BOY'S TRIEN: (weekly)
CHUCKTES and ctherm. Cen YOT help? Plesse write eir-letter
(64) for particulers required. Postege refunded. Correspondencd
welcomed. ALL letters enswered. A.J Scuthway, P,0. Box 3,
Beeoonsfield, Cape Provincs, South Africs.

WANTED: Msgnets 880-B887 inclusiwe end most 650-880 Gems, pre-
183;1 "2d. Populars; S.0.L's; Nelson lee's April-June 1933;
Priumphs, Boys' Friends end old school stories. - P. Willett,
67 Ford Bridge Roed, Ashford, Middlesex.

WANTED: aldime Publications, Turpins, Duvals, Robin Hoods, etc.
E.R. Landy, 4 Funeeton Road, Degenhem, Essex.

M%’ Gens No's 356, 358, 359, and 375. Top prices
aid, - Peckman, 27 Archdale Rosd, East Dulwich,

ondon, 8.E.22.
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB

Report of Meeting held at Hume House, 136 Lordship Lene,
Esst Dulwich, London S5.E.22, on Sundsy May lst.

Thenks to the enterprise of our worthy chairmen, we had 8
fine meeting place in which to greet the famous Nelson Lee and

|Béxton Blake euthor, Mr. Eiwy Searles Brookes. Coming after his
ifine work in commection with the recent successful exhibitiom,
Bob Blythe surpassed himself, and to the immense delight of the
Nelson Lee supporters persusded Mr. Brook e to come along.

prrlﬂngat4.50p.n.,llr.nrookstookthechmmmum
sddress of weloome from Len Packman, very genislly snd good-

ne y enswered a barrage of questioms all about Nelson Lese
and Sexton Blake. He signed mumerous eutogreph books and after
nertalking of some refreshments, and a hearty vote of thenks in
his esrs, left ebout 5.45 p.m. Photographs were taken outside
his car end he went on to emother engegement with the expressed
hope that he would 1ike to attendi some future meeting of the club.,

The cheirman them commemced the ordinary business of the
club with en addreas of welcome to new members and visitora. The
mimites of the previous meeting were reed end duly signed. Then
followed the treesurer's report end the reading by both the
secretary end the chairmen of the month's correspondence.
poard Sutherlend of Vancouver, Cenade, hes written expressing 2
to become & member, this being egreed to.

Then ceme & presentation to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Blythe, to
merk the occasion of their recent marriage. This consisted of &
skestand and was mede on behalf of the club by Frank Keeling.

so a sultsble Nelson Lee drewing by Bob Whiter wes presemted,
and the couple were wished all the very best for their future
fere end happiness.

Club notepsper not yet to hemd will probably be distributed
postel members next month.

It was smnounced that No's 139, 140, and 141 Nelson Lee ll}t

series were unfortunstely stolem from the recent exhibitiom, =ad

- Meuundoonaotoﬂmuhdtohﬂ.pmm:ephdxot
ese books to Bob Blythe's collectiom.
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It was agreed to hold future meetingas on the third Sunday
in the month, commencing with the month of June. However, an
extra meeting will be held at Mr, Keeling's residence in Stanmory
Middlesex, on Sundey May 22nd. The June meeting will be held &
Cherlie Wright's home on Sundasy the 19th.

Then came en umasual diversion when the worthy vice-
president, Herbert Leckenby, telephoned the club. Most of the
members present had & few words over the 'phone and the gesture
was greatly asppreciated.

Jen Vhitmore handed in some more Rookwood research jottings

A wvery good quiz compiled by our worthy host and chsirman
was won by Charlie Wright, with Yan Whitmore second, and J,Waite
third.

And so concluded a meeting which must have brought a great
deal of satisfaction to not only the Nelson Lee aupporte:s tut
to all manhm of the club,

Attendance, - Edwy Séarles Brook s, len, Jose and Eleanor
Packman, Charlie and Olive Wright, Boo and Laura Blythe, Frank
and Mrs. Keeling, John Robyns, John Gesl, Ian Whitmore, A. Malony
J.E. Daly, F.C. Beardsell, B. Prime, R. Mortimer, E.P.K.Willett,
J. Waite, Miss P, Pluck, R. Knight, Bob snd Ben Whiter.

BENJAMIN G. WHITER
Hon. Sec.

LEONARD SHIELDS
A Tribute
By Robert H. Whiter

In Putney, South-Vest London, last Jamuary died Leonard
Shields, fsmous for his i1llustrations in the Magnet. Tius have
we, the collectors of that very fine periodicsl, lost a grest
celebrity of wide renown in the circle of schoolboy fiction.

Mr. Shields, as far as I can make ocut, commenced drewing for the
Greyfriers stories in the twentieés, but it wasn't until the aar];
thirties that his work assumed the brillient crsftmenship thst

distinguished 1t from his contemporaries. Mery people have in
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the past misteken his work for that of Mr. C,H.Chapman, the o
famous Msgnet illustrator, certainly there is s resemblance, but
in the writer's cpinion Chspmen was never in the same street as
the subject of this article. Chapmen's drewings suffered from
sgversel faults; his figures were alweys too angular, their feet
never looked natural, whilst the whole lay-out generslly geve

a feeling of heste on the part of the artist in completing the
picture. Shields always looked to detail, the backgroumd whet
tomn or country always hed an sppealing look sbout it. The
scunes in Courtfield with policemen or passers-by shown were
always drewn with meticulous csre, Who can ever forget his ri
scenes, the banks with ferns, and fences running dowm to the
edge, with the island in the distance most enticing on s June ’
the famous five rowing lasily dowm its course, keeping an eye op
for Sir Hilton Popper!

Shields drew the inside illustrations until the second story
in the Poker Pike series, No.1473 Mgy 9th 1936, Wwhen Chapmsn
tock over, leaving Shields in the most part to do the covers.
The lest time we were trested to his drewings ss interior srtist
was during the Holiday series on the Thames with Shifty Spoomer
55785, *PRalRER” oHAY agat A ERTHESVER WYL ER SR BTG YRS
covers, s combination which lested until the Msgmet's finsl
close down. Shidds did illustrations for mamy ot“er books,
including the Holidsy Annual, Film Fun etec. He also did the
first drawings of Bunter's femous sister, Bessie of Cliff House.
He did not of course create Billy Bunter ea an artist; that
distinction must go to Arthur Clark from the descriptions of
his real crestor, our own incomparsble Frank Richards.

WANTED: Schoolboys Own Libraries, 230 and 214. Good
coples. G.C.Foster, 26, Kelso Place, London, W.S.

WANTED: Magnets, 1930 and earlier. MR SALE or Ex-
change, 64 Magnets, 1930-1939. Iowes, 15, Edith
Street, Tynemouth, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Have you paid your Sabs yet?
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Caracture of Leonard Shields taken from

NEW COLLECTOR requirea DIGEST Nos. 1, 5, 7, and 13. Also
co 'S MISCELLANY No.l3, and STOHY PAPER COLLECTOR Nce.6, T4
8, 9, and 10 to complete sete. A.7.Souttway, P.0. Box 3,
Besconsfield, Cape Province, South Afrieca.
.¥ TNEXPENSIVE HOBBY Collect specimen mumbers of Victorian

T can supply Boys of England, Boys' Standard, Boys'
Boys of Empire, Young Englishmen, Boys' World, Black

, Sweeney Todd, Bluesekin, Tyburn Dick,

, Harksway and hundreds more, 6/6 per dosenm,

P e o 2% . 3 Pamd TYCAwA




165

THE ISLINGTENEXHTEITION [

The displasy of old bays' books at the Islington Centrsl {
Librery closed at the emd of April after several wecks successful
« It received quite a lot of useful publicity and the followy

interesting comments appesred in the Library Bulletin for
1.

Remember Billy Bunter?

While the name cf Dick Barton is kmown in every home in
this comntry, how many of us oan still remember the names of
Jack Harkewsy, Nelson Lee (eand Nipper) snd Sexton Blake
(and Tinker)? How many of us will deny that in our yonth
we revelled in the more youthful but equally impossible
escepades of the famous schoolboye Harry Wharton, Bob Cherry
and, of course, Master Billy Buntex?

The "penny dreadful™ and the "twopemmy blood" have
slways been sebused end derided yet meny of the warld's
greatest men heve publicly acknowledged their debt to this
type of litersture as en introduction to the world of books
and reading.

A specisl axhibition tracing the development of the
boye' magezines from the reel "bloods" cof the '"Eightiea to
such periodicals s the "Scout" of to-dey has been errangad
by the London "0ld Boys® Eook" Club end remains on display
in the Central Iibrery until the middle of April.

We febl sure that the colourful errey of well-known
favourites, including the "Gem" snd the "Megnet", while
arousing many adult nostalgic memories, will certeinly
excite the envy of our more youthful reeders.

Children's Newspaper, April 16, 1949
When they were young )
We suspect that quite s mamber of C.N. fathers hsve beci
meking & sentimentel pilgrimage to the Central Librexy at

Islington in London, to meet some old friends.

Daddie hes been sble to see there, in an exhibition of
boys' litersture, some of thé periodicals he used to read
under ks desk at school, and recall with a sigh the days
when he swopped & Sexton Blake for s Megnet or Gem.
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are also on show at Islington illustrete the changing tas
of sucoeeding generations of boys, for those semseticmal ol
yerns and pictures ere es amusing how ss they were dreadful
then.

Noxth London Press. Fridey, 1.4.49.
Comics!

After a spcte of political litersture it was refreshing to
visit an exhibition of children's comics end magesines at Isling-
ton Central Tibrery.

Like most other visitors, I would give & hearty pat on the
back to the chief conmtribtutors, the London 014 Boys' Book Club,
for providing, ss one visitor puts i "A heppy hour awey from the
problems of the world."

On displey st the library ere the "permy dreadfuls”,
ngkrillers” end "bloods" of long ago. One of the most interestipg
oxhibits is e copy of "Eoys of the Empire," cleiming to be the
first journsl printed sll In colours, with "fun, instruction and
romance," dated February 13, 1888.

Nost .8
= ﬁ%ﬂm section of the exhibition follows the progress,
through the years, of mngazines like the "Gem" and the "Magnet",
and the "Nelsom Lee" oad "Undcn Jjask" libraries with the sdventurés
of .Billy Bunter, Sextoa Bl:ke, ani all the other egeless charsctcin.
One visitor seys, "There. ¥ere many wistful looks on the fecey
of the elderly visitors #s they starel at Jack Harkswsy amd Sextoh
Bleke egain. I, a mere 40, ccld louk beck nostalgically only
to Nelson Les end Ripper. 1 congretnlate your library om a very
fine piece of work."”
Credit also goss tc the man who thought up the ides of the
exhibition, Mr. Robert Blythe, of Alsen Road.

The "penny dreadfuls" of the nmineteenth century vlhiol:{

(In view of its success snd the undoubted plessure it gave to
thousands of visitors, it 18 2 thousend pitiea that it was marvod
by 8 deplorable incident. A show-cese was broken into end tlLree
of Bob Blythe's Nelson Lee's stolen, The thief couldn't have
done more damage to & collector than that, for, as fer es is M
Bob's wes the only complete Nelson Lee one in existence. We were
sble to quote the stolen numbers in our May mumber,but as the

metter is so sericus, we repeat them here - 014 series,139,140,14}.
[ | Tf anv randor haa tham oand Poala he aav mnara tham. heral '
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= + All queries znd stions to Robert Blythe,
—_— g‘é Carleton Roadi gllo_-_al, Iondon, N.{.
Some time ago, when Mr. Kenneth Brookes came to & club
meeting, I said that we in London would not rest content until
amd parsusded Mr, E.S.Brooks himself to come., At that time,
althomgh we were hopeful, we were by no means confident., A tent

: eproach had been made and & hslf promise given, and there
we bad to Leswe it,

Howower, after his lettir in the C.D. in February, ancther
reguoest @s mods. ‘This time, you cem imagine our pleasure when

§

s peovicus engegemst, be would heve to leave ot 5.30. Well,
Be exrived st 4.35, mod 1eft st 5.45, aod obviously thorcughly
enjqred bimself. To him, I suppose, it must have been like reo—
of bis life when the St. Frenks charscters
paxt of ks world, now, alss, dead these 17 yesrs.

who sye perbeps wondering just what he looks like
pezheps thinking thet he mast de an old msn, let me

%0 sasure them thet E.5.B. is far from being old, either’
or locks. On the comirexy, he 31d not lock & dey over
£ifty. B ia & lxxge mm, not mscesserily tell, but brosd, with
Hght back.

H‘l!
]Il;ig

. Has e deep voipe
emd pcrhepe, most important of all, sm excellent sense of humoury.

was bomberded with questiong,

all of which he took in

the 0ld Peper

ingresscd in comsguemce. The guestioms snswered, unfortunately,

ware to0 smssrous to detsil heve, dat later I hops to write s
besed om his enswers.

}I
|
;;
i




168
When the time ceme for him to leave, I'm sure he left behind
s most apprecistive gudience.

An importent sequel to his visit, is that he has promised
4o attend the next meeting heldiest Dulwich, when he is prepered tp
gtthlongefandwulmarasmqnantimumukato
put to him. This meeting is yet to be arrsnged, but the date
will be amnounced in good time to ensble enyone interested, who
cen meke the journey, to be there.

I was resther disappointed with the resulte of my sppeal last
month, uuapartﬁvnmormmintmﬁngundhslpm
1etters, I'm afreid that the situstion remains unchanged. Never-
theless, T an persusied that 1t 1s lack of time and not lack of
interest, that prevenis most of you from writing, end therefore
I mnmmdththalm-mdimofmtemt as ususl.
However, please feel thet if ot emy time, you have a quexy or havp
dfscovered en interesting item of Nelson Lee history, then this
amm is yoursto tell everyone about it.

ool

uﬁﬂua %‘?1?&!‘ Mawm %m?ahw:nmea.
Series

0.S. No.442-447 Intro. Ulysses Spencer Adams

" 448-154 Dr. Earnsok
L] v 455-463 The berring-out sgainst Mr.Willism K.Szith
" # 464-470 Circus Series, Intro.The Onion Bros. & Tessie Lovp.
" n AT1-476 Intro. Mr. Beverley Stokes
" w AT1-484 Sehers Desert and Romen Empire Series
" “485—492mwhichthenmwamthngoodmofst

" " 493-500 Complete Stories
" n 501-512 Tom Watson et Moat Hollow Sehoo

" n 513515 Complete Stories .
Titles 0.8. No.
0.S. No.171 The Boat Race Mystery 181 Going to the Bad
m " 172 Fipper in Disgrece 182 The Ancient Bouse Burglefy
n % 175 Expelled from Sty 183 The Arabe of El Safra
" " 174 The Remove on Strike 184 The Secret of thamgt
" v 175 Poor Old Handforth 185 Jeck Msson's Luck
" n 176 The Closing of the Fet 186 The Mystery of Grey Towers

" " 177 The Serpent's Rﬁgg— 187 The Soldier Housemsster

" " - 188 The Freek of St.Franks
178 The Boy from Bamﬁ 169 pline et Loose
" " 179 The Remove egeinst Him 190 Under the Heel.




Mcre for Tom Merry Fans
April 30th, 1949.
Dear Herbert Leckenhby,
Thank you for your note, enclosing
Dr.¥ilson'e letter, which I return herewith, and which I was very
pleased bo see. I have since had & very plessant letter fram him
to which I have just replied.

I have just finished ™Tom Merry's Christmas Quest®, which wil
be published in September. I think probably I shall go on with
"Skip" of Felgate, but I don't know yet., Now I am teking e ocoupld
of deys off to asnewer lotters ebout my brosdcest the other day —
It ie quite amazing whet 2 multitude of cold reeders seem to have
listened-in. But what pleeses me most is thet every letter is so
kind end cordial. I just love to read them.

With kind regards,
Alweys yours sincerely,
FRANE RICHARDS.
HE 33
We Get Nows About en 01d-Time Author

100 Broomfield Roed,
Glasgow, N.
28/8/49.

Dear Mr, Leckemby,

I have been reading your interesting article
the Union Jack in the "Collector's Miscellany". In your list of
popular suthors in the early days eppeared the neme ~ Julisn J
This st once loosed a2 £lood of boyhood memories. You gee — Jull
Jeckson was my vnele, and I wes wondering if s few biocgraphical
deteils would be of emy interest to you.

Youre very sincerely,
ROBERT WILSCH,
(Note.— Dr.Wilson went on to give some extremely interesting frot
concerning his uncle. John Park Wilson, proving that under his
pen-nanc Juilan Jackson he wes a most praolifioc writer for E.J,.Bre
and the Harmsworth papers, I hope to publish them in the form of

G

en srticle in en early issue. - H,L.)




and efter telling
Chinese guerillas

wopdered what the

the rounds® efter

copies osn be supp

mmgml Yet enother example of the disdain for

Sexton Blake was noticed in the firgt of the new B.B.C. series
nliving and Resding” on May 1st. The spesker, F.Spencer .
was telling us gbout some of his "books for the beck of beyond”,

none dey they ‘brought me Ivenphoe - how delighted I wast", them,
gfter o few more titles wend EVEN a Sexton Bleke, The Murdered
Mehout". Why shonll it not have been "and EVER 8 Zene Grey" or
wand EVEN en Arnold Bermett" (for he had these &s well)., I

paper cover 41lustrated with e superb trumpeting elepbsut by
gric R. Parker - if, of ocourse, he would have bothered to opediit
mrho Case of The Murdered Mahou " weg featurcd in S.B.L. 2nd

series No. 212 deted 3,10.29. Locks as if the copy had "done

the much trevelled Murrey Graydon.

Increass yet? Thincamlouldneuputnootmame. Or so
3t would meem. The 4.P. have just informed wholesslers that
they ere reprinting ocoples of the April 8.8.L.. and eny number of

us of some of the volumes brought to him by
when he wes deep in the Malsyen jungle, he saifi

-

greet gentlemen thobght of the modest little

more them 10 years. The guthor was, of course,

1ied if required! Wﬂlhﬂllﬂtﬂ
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or four libraries & month scon — and who knowse, that long ewaited
Blake Weekly? And I am very pleased to mote the befter.quality
of the stories these dsys. I wonder if they have seen the Red
Light? . ;
Jee versus Bleke., From first reports it seems that the visit of
E.S. Brooks to the 0.B.B. Club meeting on Msy lst was a bit of &
flop s fer ss Blake wes concerned. It is wnlikely that Mr.Broxs
will ever pen @ Blake story again, Why? And he wes only mildy
interested in thet Ironsides reprints business (see Merch fssue).
Cheerio for now,.

H. M. BOND.

SEXTON BLAEE'S GOLDEN AGE

A now erticle by Rex Dolphin
Pext IV

Towards the end of the decade we began to get s mumber of
real detective stories which did not depend on bisarre characters
or foreign backgrounds, end the authors meinly concerned were
C. Malcolm Hincks, R.L, Hadfield snd Donald Stuart (Query — Were
Hincks and Hadffeld the seme writer?)., Their stories were "The
Carnation Wreath Mystery" and "The Shedow Men" by Hincks, "Some
Persgons Unknown" by Hedfield, end "The Green Jester” by Stusxt.
(U.J.'s Nos. 1287, 1345, 1343 end 1379).
A specielist in "humen interest", spart from his frequent
gtories of Leon Kestrel, was Lewis Jackson, who wrote the Olga
Nesmyth stories in 1927 and had the doubtful homour of writing tle
first story for "Detective Weekly". This etory, howsver, was the
first of the Nigel Blake series, probsbly the best thing Jackson
has ever given us. The Kestrel stories I resd with interest, but
they left little impression on me, far I can't recall eny parti-
cular one.

Well, those were the stalwarts of the Golden Age. There wgre
meny others; their contributions were few, undistinguished, or |
not known to me, The record is sdmittedly inoomplete. Any reader
tho cen help me £111 in geps will have my gratitude.

Veriety wes undoubtedly the life-blood of the Blake pepers.
# had no Charles Hamilton who could write every story - & super-
men taak with school yarns but an impossible ome with detective

We hed the thrill of meeting Blake weekly, or oftemery
: suthor — the seme msn, but in |

aren
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different settings, with differaent problemes and opponents. This
is why the charscter of Sexton Blake stands out from the crowd -
we have sgen so many aspects of him.

Glancing over the whole of the vaet Blake scens, we see
every possible background. we see edventure, orime, comedy,
tragedy, romance ~ every human emotion. Sexton Blake is not only
a detective, but THE detective, as someone once seid. He is
even mure, He is the uriversel hero of fiotion except in the
ematory sense. He can eppear in practically any type of story
laid in modern times sgeinst s fectusl background., Of what othér
ficticnal hero could that be said?

To be Concluded.

Wealcome to ROBERT WHITER in the pages of Blakiena. He herewith
gontributes & moet ocriginal article:

PACKING - A — ROD L1

In the reslms of writing and illustrating, faults and mis-
takes are to be found, even in the work of some of the "wasters"
a8 wo so fondly cell them. In the numarcus stories and pictures
written and drswn sroond the famous slenth of Beker Street, firep
arms of all sorts were Bound to figure, and the facl tnat the
study of arms hea long been a hobby of mine is no doubt the reasqn
why any descriptlons cr pictures of lethal wenpous hes slways
cleimed my interest. Quite a mimber of suthors love to spack
ebout emtcmetic rev.lvers, whan in fact there has onjy teen cne
sutcmatic revolver, to my knowledge, ever made. This wes = lerge

stol made for the army by Webley Fosbhery 7al =455, a holster
ﬁelt) weepon much too tig to be used es a pécket or shoulder
holster erm by the averasge crcok ar detective, who would naturally
favour p emall pistol. Most artists, when drawing pistols asingly,
portray e hand with a tube like object sticking out from it., I
remember one very good drawing of e Webley & Scott pistol revol-
ver on the cover of a "Union Jack", or was it 8 "Thriller"? The
plcture depicted a chap in & railwey carriasge holding the said
wespon behind a newspsper, aimed a2t someome on the platform, and
if my memory serves me correctly, the pistol was fitted with a
moderstor.

Most of our good friemd Eric R. Parker's drawings are very
good, some showing excellent detail, end one can readily dis-
tinguish Browning pistols from Colt and Msuser from luger. And

[
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the illustrations of Thompscn machins carbines and Lee--Enfield =
survice rifles also show the same careful treatment. ’

J. H. Valda generally drew & convincing looking pistol, but -
his drewings suffered from a sameness, his pistols all looking
1ike a bresk sction Smith & Wesson. Arthur Jones of the sloush .
hat fame could drsw a good pistol, nearly alwaysof the self-
londing pattern (Erowning). But the fact remeins, 8o many
artists would portray a& self-loading pistol (sometimes termed
sutometic pistol) when the suthor olearly steted that "the croock
levelled & Colt revolver et the Millionaire!™ Otherwise the
story would read:- "Blake tightened the grip on his sutomatic" |
end the 11lustration would show the detective with a long-barre
revolver! Some people will no doubt say, "So whati" or "Wy
But I like to think of the saying "If a thing's worth doing it's )
worth doing well.” I would remind such people, however, that '
Meisonice, the famous French artist, would think nothing of
to China, just to mee how a Manderin's closk hung, whilst pein -

one of his pictures. (

! £] 1 In the Msy issue of "Blakdems" I regretted
non-eppearsnce of my new feature "Sexton Blake and the First Worl
War" owing to my inability to complete, andpmﬂsodthntitwulrl
appear in the June mumber, Since writing those words I heve
decided to extent the scope of the arlicle in order to give the
younger Bleke rsaders some ides of the sctuel stories printed
during 1914-1918. Thie, of course, mesns thei it will be quitie
impossible to include the whole feeture in cne issue, in fect, I |
very muach doubt if it would even be completed in ome whole issue |
of "The Collectors' Digest”. I have therefore deaided to

the feature in serlal form end the firet part is given below,

E
SEXTON BILAKE AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR ‘l
By H. M. Bomd. |

Part 1.  "The Berly Days". |

"My Chums, at the uoment of writing thia 1 lesrm thet the
great blow has fellen. BErnglend is to wer sgainst Germany!
By the time these words greet your eye, 21l mermer of awful
j...du.aariba'ble things mey hive lisppened."

Somtaﬂw"Sprea" of THE UNION JACK" in his chat in
.’lo. 568 of that paper dated the 29th August 1914. This fear
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and doudt of the future (the same as we all felt on that fateful
Septenber 3rd 1939) was evidently not shared by the U.J. band of

anthors of that period, for, within a forinight Bleke was "on dufy”

and doing his bit for Britein. It seems as though the story
policy had to be changed repidly in the interests of toplcality,
for the usual Editor's Chat snd future stories ammouncements
disappesred completely from No,569,except for a notice on the
last page to the effect that "the best of ALL war stories will
eppear in U.J." On the following Thursdsy in No. 570 readers
were trested to the very first "Blake at Wer" story entitled
wrhe Case Of The German Admiral" festuring cne John Lewlisa
(1ater to be changed to "Lswlesa") and written by the lsate
Murray. Another now femous crook, Esrs Q. Maitland’, end his

beeutiful, tut dsngerous sccomplice Kste (occmmonly known as
wBroadway Kate") came to the fore sgeinst Blake in No. 572 in &
war story entitled "he Commerve Raider”. In this topical yumm
Maitland oonspired to betray the position of s British liner ia
the Atlantdd to the enemy. A willion pounds worth of specie om
bosrd was eventually saved after Sexton Blake chased the liner
half the ocesn in his waterpleme,

i
4
g

eve it or not, he was a hero, imbued, as Blake remerked
stoxy, "with sll the pluck inherent in the

RS
¥
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sgainst the Bm, No. 574 featured the story which was
ase Of The German Tredezr”.

Then along osme John Leawliss agein in No. 575 in a story
entitled "Made In Germany™ and in which The Man From Baker Streef
had some tough battles sgainst the underground strength of the

George Hamilton Teed's first Blake war story "The Refugee"
(U.J. No. 576) also deslt with the Secret Service amd with
Gernmary's efforts to dreg Italy and Turkey into the struggle.
This story featured The Council of Eleven. After that ceme
nSexton Rlake in Togoland", a story which desoribes itself to
a degcev, Agein Maikland and his crock wife batgle sgainst
Blake, this time in the Germany Colony in Africa.

Submarine werfsare omme to the fore in "Business As Ususl"
(John Lewliss) in U.J. No. 578, and subtitled "A Tale of the
East Cosst Peril". No. 579 "The Case of the Seoret Explosivee"

t
;
!
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festared Aukrey Dexter versus Sexton Blake, and once egeln

The Men from Beker Street wes faced with & petriotic fight to
prevent a most valusble secret ageinst falling into enemy hemds
leter in No. 582 Msdemoigelle Yvomme Cartier snd Saxton Blake
ameshed a foul plot agasinst "our brave Tommies" - It wes plamnneg
to supply them with polsoned cigarsttes! The very naxt week
(No. 583) our hero prevented the redoubtable Maitlend from
maldng & blg hesul from "The Balgien Relief Fund" (The case of).

Moving on to U.J, No. 588 we find Blske in Rew Guinee
(how he used to get arcund in those mctive days!) squsshing
8 plot by the Germans to introduce mrms to the netives with
tha object of combating British suthority. Young Tinker
joined wp in U.J. Fo. 589 end becsme known ss "Privete Tinker
AS.C." Reedless to ssy, his mester got him out of it after
scme most exhilarsting sctions at the fromt. How modern the
next title seems, in fact it might heve been used quite recantli’
for it was a reminder of those long, lomely dsys. "The Case
of the Concentration Cemp" wes both topilcel end interesting,
though perkeps e little stilted to modsrn resders, €ven 80, it
festured George Marsden Plummer. Germen colonies in Africe
once egain clelmed the sttention of Blaké in No. 592, story
entitled "The Holding of the Kams Pese". Thle yarn was rather
unique for it concerned the fortunes of two Blake cheracters
whom we 8ll look back on es "old friemdsd. Sir Richard LoselY
and the Keffir Lobangu. Cecil Heyter wes, of course, the
enthor. The Concentration Camp story mentioned ebove wes svon
followed by & saquel called, ineppropriately enough, "Plummer's
Dilemms”. (No. 593). Then came & spell of non-war stcries
until G. H, Teed gave ua e hint of it in his wonderful Yvonne/
Bleke story "The Army Contract Swindle'. In this the pair
rgmash” yet enother nefarious scheme.

To be contimied.
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IETTER BOX ] Continued )

Never an Iile Moment!
May 19th, 1949.
pesr Herbert Leokenby,

Msny thanks for the May C.D. Good se ever — especially
the Mexwell Scoti Pages, though some of the details make rather
painful resding.

The first Tom Merry book is out this momth, Tom's re-birth
peing celstrated at e cocktail party duly roported hy Ian Coster
in the Dally Mail of Mey 18. ‘"Felgate" will most likely be
appeering in periodiesl form later in the hear, but it is not
yot pattled, Perhaps you may be intereated to year thet some
of Prank Richards' wBareroft" wverses heve just been published
4n "Poetry london", ¥o.15, dated May 1949. But I would sdviee
anyona to look at his hslf-crown twice, or even thrice, before
expending it on the same.

Best of luck to the C.D., my dear boy, end to ite sble
and ensrgetic editor.

With kind regards,
Very sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

Interas Ttem

The "Bristel Evening World" commenced publication on
April 25rd of & daily serial "The Mystery of Study Bo. 1", e
story of Greyfrisrs by Frank Richards.

It was atated 1t was "by arrangement with the Amslgemated
Press, Ltd."
Tt would eppesr to be e reprimt of &n old Magmet story.

Worries dry up when subs
flow in on the tide.




