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FRON THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

A Tc lfj.Jmtee • 'l'bril.11 There . •• ~ ·hlepbane 1n the roaa 
where the lfq meeting of the Old lloJW' Book Cle ,... held, 1!1114 
lo' e.&tiilli.Ct I put a call lhroagll in ~ ~ jut dter 
the meeting we over. 'fbat llllll1 of ideea, Le Paclamm, bad 
evident~ all the gang lined 11p, 8Jld I Wl!IB eble to have a fflff 
eeoonda chat with each. It worlmd like II ablml; in rapid suc­
oeaeion without intffNptiOD thq ollM. flret ]lob 1fhiter, t 
Charlle ' Wri8h* and lb::e. VrightJ followed lo' J'oliriey Geal1 "Robby' 
(John Robyne)J Bob B~ eJ Bemerd Prime; Clitf BeerdsellJ Ian 
mrl.ttion ; R. Mortimer; Frank Kee ling; Ben Wbite.r; rrul then to 
wind up Len hilm3elf eg&in. You could eenee th97 nre in hi8h 
glee, eepeoie~ ~ X- tae, 8Jld no wonder, eeeblg t.hq hlld 
be.: lietening to .llr . BdWT Seerlee Brooke for near~ en hour . 
IOll'll be able toned all aboQt ~ SA o1lbc ,.... • .lll I'll 
N7 hen ie thd Joli Bl1'tha hlla tol4 - more tbea OD08 that tie 
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would D8T91' bean oontent 1.mtil he got Mr. 1b:ooka to o meeting . 
'fell, it wes 1= hour, Bob, Bild no member of the clan will 
be61'UdB8 the Leeites if the;r felt a little cook-e-ho0p. 

A.I for that 'phone oall, I thoroughly enjoyed it, It es 
well worth the special 'lllllk to lllllke it. 

])e&th of Vi. H,_!~ Once egain 1 t is 11\Y mournful duty to 
announoe the deet..h of a ID9lllber of our circle - William Henry lea , 
of Wenlock, Burrlbllm, Bucks, The !l8IIII came to me in a letter 
from bi.8 1'sthe:r stating his son passed tffn1T on lleroh 5th. He 
~}8. . 

Jfan;r ot u wre femillar with hia ahaer;r letters, and 1118111 
bed the good fortune to ob~ ·90ll8 fiM 8114 -- copies of 
ftl'iOU papen fraa him. He ooald al~ N dependtlcl upon for 
9~4Nl, 

.lll IIUlllbel'II will deep}T Qlllll&thise with hilll father, 
11r-. H, 1. Jfeate, in hi9 great b--t. 

The PaslliJMs of Leonard Sbf:eld81 Another of the well-loved 
~ who helped to_. happf oar boThood d8J8 has p888ed on. 
~. he died in 1'11J118ZT, ba.t it 1'N1l 1t 1mtil the "Sundq 
D:pNBI" ran • ator,- on )(q let arisiJJg out of the publloation 
the will that the nan became ganeral]y known. A nil-deserved 
tribute bT llob WbitEll" eppesre elsewhere 1n th1a issue, bllt aa I 
have admired la. Sti.eld•a work for over 40 yosra I f ee l I 11111Bt s. 
a frn, words r,ere .. 

!he "E..~s" etor;y Blli)'S he was an almost unknown ertist. 
Well, m.qbe he never espired to be "hung" in the Rcye.1 il.c~demy, 
llllli)'be Sir Alfred ~ had never heard of Leonard Shi elds. If 
he had I Bl!I sure he wo,ll.d heve looked ot hie work w1 th en appro 
Q'II, for than was oerteinly nothing Pioaaeo-like about it. 

I am no art critic, bu.t I oordiall7 ll6N8 with Bob Whitar 
that I,eonard Shields was ths better of the two .llagnet artists of 
the lat11r yesrs, By his hand the Fomous Five were na!lT 
at tr&~tive, a:.snly loolclDg boys; Mr. Quelch seamed not quite M 

<'>·-i !ll'pl'U.ll; S e \l~ei, ~oo , a !llOl'e ".dn<ily pun c5 l wile!''> the l bee 
rAput ebl a chl!.caot &rs w1are conoer?lfld. ·,err.vn S:z:ith i,pp ... a:.red r.ot 
qui t':I so much a " b::,1cider' ' f and Buri.tel.· a 11 ttle le18 a rsaoaJ.. 

or axlllllyle, his be!lllling c=tQl18DCe on the co·,er of Maa:net 1151, 
l)uring his long aaaooia uo n with the .bal.Bgall8ted Preas, 
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Leaiard Shield8 mat h4T8 Ulutrated thowillllda of atoriea, for 
ha drew not cmq for the llo,Ja' papen bv.t for thoae cateri.Qg for 
WOIIIIID too, and no aaa na IIOr8 adept at portreying a cha:rm1ng 
tbiln he • 

.ilthoueh he did not dra' the tint Bunter, he had one claim 
to !Biile, tor he did illustrate the Vfll'Y' fin t St. J:lJD's story 
de aling with J eck Blake's errivsl ~here, .a.I! s f'GW 1113ela, later 
ga ve the world the fl.rat glimp oa of el 88SJ1t D' .A:rcy . Thet was , 
"Plu ck-", of c01U'8e, in 19o6, before the e.rrlvel of Tom t4err1, 

There was a touc.b. of pathos in the ai,s tement that he 1113nt 
drmrt.ng 'll'i th crippled hands durillg the l!!at two y982'11 of tlie Ufa 
S'.e h.Jd no n e&d tc:. C:.c. !JO, of course, (I wee told by s fellow srtJ::1 
when I wee in Lendon last SeptG1o1be:r that bfr. Shields WBS oom­
torteb]¥ off apart froa hie earn.illgll w1 th his penoil) but he 
worked on beeBUBe, like th 6 t>-:tor who tekae bie · l~t r.all, tbllr. 
dies 1n the wings, hi.a 8rl 'll'Brl hie life. 

Throu,,h fti'ty :,aen he gave pl ea sure to millions; h" W!le e 
good trouper; mey the ee.rth lie light]¥ on his gr1m1. 

That Bz-oedce.st: I salced for opillions on the "Boy& Will Bil 
Jlcya" br oedcP.at.. J ;;, t th em iD t:d uncert 11l.1, fashion, Sum11Ll.~ 
them up, on Gallop Poll lin es, th e reault WCN.ld eppeer to be 
s01DethJ.n8 lik e. t h!e: -

20f., WClYo?·t :i. t 111111181111eq 
50'. ,100<1 ·tn ~,Rrts 
2~ RPthor 11 " flop" 
10% :ileei~a<'-!y e flop 

V,1.icb -,,vul<! !.l.!">lrn it £'1'1pe!llc J.t wa n I t quit -, e p -J;>u..l ~'t' P.P. 11 

"HB-ra e Go·• progl'8111!1e, et leeet not where tho, fsi tbful were r.on--
ue.rned. \"las tl:1£.t t -~ euse we er,3 too sens itive p·=t our 
f ovol.U'ites, I 1\'0no.er . 

There 1188 one uii.ef eectian ebout which ell were in eg:reooo , 
tor ell enjoyed heerlng the v'oioe of Prank Richllrd.a, The only 
grouse 'll'BB he did. net epesk long enou&h, 

In strild!lg contrut there 11'88 e howl of protest from the 
Lee fane over that strange error of the ooamsntetor•s ooncendng 
the a11thorahip of ibe St. 11'eDlm stories. If his ears were not 
lluZm.llg it I 8 8 WODdtir • 

Tb B-1l.toa 8l'CJIII) - :aot too bpm either a!lout the 
~ epiaode. !he pn81'8l opinion epp-.-1 to be that 
·'°681aldJlc part _.. too p,mg. -.Ct a 'bit like the ll8lll1' 
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Wharton, hero of a hundred fights and adventures" was 

the o:ry. 
Pereonal.q I .-t •• I wu :ratbv dieappointed w. th it. 

e book with 1 w delicioua Yi t end delicate touch of trou;r gave 

even bar d-bolled journalists a noetal.Bic treat, it wu a fine 

•t for the llobbJ', for it gsve IDIIZl1 'llbo reed 1 t a w:l.etf'ul 

deeire to renew 910quaint1111Ce Yith th e h eroee of t heir youth. )Cr 

post-bag since it• publication hasp~ that. 
But, eoaiaholr, I don't think the broadoaat would have th e II 

effect, enn thougtl it n11 lllllinl¥ built up on the book. It 

seemed tD plllf dom to the IIUbjeot, burlaeque it, treat it in 

rether Jold.Jlg fuhiclll. All Dir colleague pointed out lan month, 

for inatance, they bad Saxton Blake compl etely Cllt of focw,. ~ 

seisiJlg on a passing reference to a girl friend 1n a eto17 writt 

iD 181)5 IIDd linll::f.Dlr it 11p rith the aar-e mpieode, thq gflfl the 

1mpressicm tc. the ffar&gil llataaar that ~ plll,J'ed a llig part 

in Blake lo:re, ,rbich of course re sbavd. Wll1 ooaldn't thq 

given eome pit!IT dialogla8 where Blake wu at grips with PlUlllll8l' 

or Jteetrel., or ~ deeariptire paaa9fr88 froa a Halllilton Teed 

e:tOJ7 laid 1n f'orei&D lands like The Yellow Tiger? That would 

hs9e 'bNa man llka the real Blab. 
!he thq gan an arlrect fro111 that devastating attack on 

the "pll!JQ' dreedtule" ,rbich appeared in Jro . l of' the ''l!oye' Friend 

in 1895, with its assertion that t he men who wrote the stori es 

ware drink-8 odden wretch.e fl who liv e:l. in does housea and scribbl ed 

their ill1ternt e e1r.:eedo on d:L-t.y bits of' pap er. It may h ave 

t>ee.n tr,ae abouL II f' 8Y obscure shee ts , but i t wee probably o-.i.t of 

date ff8l1 when it waa written. It didn't apply to tb s re al r1 

of the "Boys • Friend" of t he dcy • th e pap ers publi shed by 

Heod81'80D8, naithar t hose ·by Brett or the .ild1ne Co., full-bl ood 

though the • toriea IIIIQ' have been. .&nd it certainly di d not app 

to the ll8ll who wrote for boys a!ter the 20t h oentur., damed, the 

Ye ll4miN and re'l81'9Zlce. Bat the B.B.C. seemed to fail to 

oint that out. We know thq wen •n of the public schools and 

nnttiee, of' culture and Wide world U'M91 . 

So it ee- to me that the B.B.C. aOll8bolr got a little off 

the rails, 
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L1A.VJ3 JBaC THI DlillIES r:. JBmJ.L SC01'T 

Conttmaity !!7 John f• Wood 

IV 
And now we uip a year - to 1897, when 11111:nll Soott wri tN 

"On Karch 19th I received a letter tram 1'.ll.llae, wtiom I haN 

previously ment io ned aa a fo1'1118%' editor of "Pluok". Re wrote 
to sq that he had joined tha fim of O.!rtlmr P882'11CJl,Ltd., the 
publlahere of PeuaOll8 1 '!Ve~, mil 11&1wnonha' gnat.at riffle 
Ee said ha wu brlngillg out a D8lf boJa' paper to be entitled 

"The Bi« Bwlpt", md he nnted • to write far ll1a. Ee wa 
Npeoial.17 lll2ld.OQ8 that I ahoald 11.llnDt mother uteotiw 
ohmldt.r Clll the UDee of the poplar · Jrelean Lee• 8114 that all 
., deteotiw atori.N 1D ''!he Big llu4pt' aoald bne thh -
deteotiw for tmlr --.1 fl6,IN. 

" ••• irNdl- to UiJ, I jlllpe4 at .... , otts. I i.anate4 
mrar J'aD>, ~ •~ wz,.c, ma. fZ'llm J-.. 19th c the 
date of the tint maber of the 'Bic ~;J: ])eolU8r 23, I 
w DO fftl8Z' tlml m nod• pbl1 PW wl.lh ~ 8111:IDOIM4 
ednntufte of tld.11 WCllldcflal haro, for eeob at 111doh I reoeifl4 
ta.a.o. 

"ll.1 that time the editor of 'Pluclt'" ('llho had hd s di11-

egree1111111t with Jrm:well Soott in 1896, and bad aholm an iDclinaticln 
to drop hJ.!11 from the papor) "had diaoovered that I 11'88 n.ot quite 
ao dependent on him aa 4er.1tof ore: and aa I showed no u.-.:.'ue 

heete to aupply him with eey more of I the populer Nelson Lee 

stories' he <ialmJy GDg~ "'-"lliJthar aum to write stories about 
Nels on Lee l ! ! waa t\tr:i c uR 11he:n I ea,r the lllJllOIUI08lllent of the 
f :l.rst 15f the new eeriea. I ,r..:red a protest. Re replied that 
he oow.d not lldmi.t that I ( th .; iln'entor of the cbanot e't't} h!ld 

'BDT veat ed :f.ntereet in Noleon Lee'. So I wrote to ilf:l"ed 
H11X1111JWOrth bi:Dself, r epeP.ti=I{; nq protest end threaten!~ t ,, seDd 

the ccrres i:,cndll!IC4 t o top. })l'{,c.s unless I received II prompt 
epoJ.ogy end !Ill aaen:ranc e thllt the offeDOe abould not b e repeated 

"I received bothJ 8lld by...., of a peace-offering I wrote 
tbne IIIOl'9 llel- Lee atoriea for 'Pluck', ell of 'llbioh ware 
p1'0lllptlJ publiabed end for one of 1lbiall I noaived tu.u.o. 
Alld on Deo. lat ha wrote to -, that ill fllwre 'he llhoal.d be 
Teri pleased to gin 1111 L8.8.0 for ell lelaoD L88 atoriu.'" 
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(He bBd pN'rlously . rMI.IOlld pB,Jlllent for tbe11e to £7). 

In . 1899, detrpite the break of e continental bolida;r, Jlaxwel 

Scott• s produoti fl pon.re in the u~-wrl ting lino ebawoad no 

•ign of dild.mltion. "I wrote fifteen stories foi- the Bi8 Bwige , 

91% for Dan Leoo 1s Comic Journal, one for Home !Jctes, and one f o 

the Union Jsck, and five for a monthly pep er !mown as Homeland •• 

speanng of Homeland rEmDda me that 1111 photoerepb waa p,abliahed 

in tbet paper in July. ,rtdch 8881n rad.nd9 me that en alleged 

portrdt of• wu alac pllbliahed in the B18 lhld89t on Jme 17th 

of th1• zec. :Both th .. e papen applied to me for iv "Dll.lnollftll!H 

sbollt ilie •- time, lllld I •ant th• each a copy. The Bi8 
13ud&et coimiuicmed one cf it.II artists to make a 'lln d:rmdng• 

fro11 the plloiogeph. 

"BU,j; the swri.1111 I hAT8 118Dtionad did not bT ~ meSZ1S 

ub,aUt the list ct -av prodllotiona. OD October 8th I 1MtellD the 

publiotltiOll of s serial football story ( 'Hard Pressed') in the 

1318 ~t. This st017 pr<mtd phtlDOIIIIIDelly popular, IIDd ac 

ran for 43 weeka - until July 26th, 1900. I received a aheqw, 

tor 1 t fffff week, aocordingl to the length of the OQrNDt 

1mt;ala181lt (at tl per 1,000) 8114 altogether it eemed me 

£205,.16.0, the b18gest smount I 8V8r recoiftd for a single stoz,-. • 

on August Utb, 1900, bis aister•s bebJ' W88 bom in London, 

enc!, writes .lilaXlrell Scott, "when the ball), 1'118 about e month old 

I decided to go up to London to inspect herl I wrote to the 

editor of the Bi8 B'1dget telling him I T88 com1Jlg up to Town end 

"that I shoald call to see hi.mt 11hereupon he promptly asked and 
obteilled pamiHion from bis proprietors ( C ..Arthur Pearson) to 

orgam.ae a picmio up the Themas et their up8D8e in boDO'Q1" of 

-rq Tiaitl 

"I arrl'ftd in London on Sept .7t h, and on the followblg ~. 

ill compazv with the alitor and • umber cf Bi8 Blldget authors 

artists, I 1111nt up by leunch from Sbepperton to W.Lndsor, Slid 11'11 

spent e ...-ery enjoyable dq. 

•'Wh.llst I wcs i:> I.ondon I otU.lL-c:. 11900 Hamilto::1 i,;1wcrd.s , who 

wse Et t :-..at ti me e~i't o:r cf 'Th e BO)S1 F.dend.' and 'Th~ Gir ls' 

Friend• ; both of wbi ch were published bf Hllrmswortha . B.e hed 

,rrittan a ff1W deya preri01t e ly -co ask me to write a aerial !or 

•ne Girls' 1r1and', 8lld rq objaot in oall.1!1g 1lpOD him wee to 
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apl&in that tizle' etorri• nn not 1n., UDe. lot to lie 

ba1.lm4 of • Hrial. ham IIIJ' p111, he th8ll ub4 • if I IIOllld 

,irite a deteott.,. •mal fr:,r 1'1'11e Bqre I J'ri8111l 1. .la thl• inter 

'ri.• with ldnrda ~ted 1n • lq OOllll80U'1ll with ''l'be Boye' 

J'rimd 1 ad 1'l'he Bo,9 1 Raallll', trca whioh I reoeiftd handma of 

~· I lllf' fa,.q -,r that IV' "1ait to Landm - 1n "ff1 

wt, pl._t IIDd 11'100Mllflal one~• 
.And on that happ.r note ot optild.a tor the future, I th1* 

it 'IIOllld be Yell to leave J(anll Soott to tum the~ of 

-,ther om~ an .. th, when w ehall hNr •oaetb1.n6 ot 
"Bird.a ot Pnr', "'l'he Sil'ftl' Dnrt" aad "Th• snen Staft". 

TBB lkltrBBHI DDIIDb .&. fair amber 1n the ~ ooarni• 
h8n .&..ii DO-mI.l 'faa S1nolair of their mt.zitt.cm to be 

pz•111mt if a d1m.r is arrciged, mt more an _nquind to _. 
it a pnottoal proposition. So woald thoe• 1lbo an 1n f&ffJIIZ 

ot tu idea pl-. write b1a 41reot at 9 BrariOll 'fernoe, 

JMll9 10, • IIOCIII • pouilaJ..r-s.. GD, am1bmmw t tb1J1k 
eat good ttw tile tonacmera an hadJ!gl 

If 70ll hsn a COLLICTICII c-. om BCJl'B' BOCIIS fr:,r aal•, or 
pllri oolleotion, oannlt 11'11. 111:rttn, 93 BUleide, Stonellridse 

Perk, London, !f.W.10. TOil can coant Oii: 11 aquare deal. 

!!!'£!1: Ear]¥ 1Bsuee of Gal, llltpt, Plmk, Dzw,dnought, 

.l tw Jfllgnete end 0- tor cllllpoeel., IIDd Red-oovered Jfegneta 

fr:,r ~ only. Eric P~, 23 GZ'O'ff Roell, Bm"biton, 

Surnr.r. 
~ "Jlorriblee", '11¥ pm.od. ». or Jrobenp. 
JI.V • BIISh•, "C....U•, 25 Blll'bmo' Jlolcl, Jlopm:' R9gle. 

~I COllplete Jmteq Storri•, Jerrere Lord, Ceptain 

~tioe, eto. Blobsage Sexton Blab I.1.breri•. 
Henry J. H. llartlett, PeN Blll, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, 

Donet, 
"TBl!l COLLml'<IIS' lllSCELLdY" , a prlDted ,ounia1 fr:,r oolleoton. 

of old llafe 1 boob, ProfunlT 1111*:reted, lro,15 DOW~. 

SpeoiMD 00}17 . 1/3. Joa. Pena, Prillter, Beltbun-bf-S., ?orb. 
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llDBD Jl)(I) a ..IIID" BIB .ll11'llllS 

BJ T. ll. PUcllrU 

In the "StoJ:7 Paper Collector" m UM ago I made eome 
rerereno• to the ".lldina Robin Hooda". Ja the Z'OT91' o! ShAmlo 
baa a peculiar fascination for me, aJld I hope, other read.era of 
the stor., paper mag1U1inaB as nll, I would Uke to enlarge -a lit e 
on the ebo-n tapi c. Kuch ha8 'been written abou.t Robin Hood. I 
haa 8V'9ll bee suggaated that t!le bold Robin, 11.b Cherles Dick 
"lire. HNTia", never exiated. ht traa the flrlowi legend9 
haY8 been handed down !J'Qlll time~. it doae seem fml7 · 
olear tbat e chancter of h1a a..ariptioa did haft some plaoe h · 

~""· .iia~ erldqoe clC - ·~---.it -­
.&dtt.4, 1• ~ •cantt: 1• people bar the IIOJllal ocald 
ft'ite, and tb11J nre hardly 1iJllaq to Dell noo:rda of a a.,11.w 
'llboee attitade towarda eatsblishe4 reli8fon 1188, to •111 the 
-,14edl1' aanatterillg • . 

.And. cme proof of Robin liood1a exiatence 01111 lie~ la 
md.aoe· 1Nrl7 "8Z7 ft'iter, 8'111 tbdr ..._. are om..u .. 111-a. 
baa atnuecl Boldn'• 418l1b ol alillota 11114 .-.. !he--•• 
MlwC Bo1d.n !oo4 8114 DIIS 11abazd 8PJIIIIN 'ldtbollt fail, • 
~ a.at •Ulor deela w:lth tbe •3-'· Jrearl7 ~ ...._ 
.aa hiJI ca .,. a mn a1lon h1a fal.lbn, .a in "'ffT _,. 
to etcld Up to the owrbaarlng • arael JJoJ:'1111!111 BaroDa. 'l'Jm 
11114 14J6Cld 1111\f hlml made Robin • rethar more piotareaque fia,1n 
th& be reell7 ... Bu.t the lliih oentar, wu a etca ..i -. 
1111at Gl'll8l ege, 8lld Robin of Sherwood wee a p1'0d1lct of 11181 

Wbat of the me who hne handled this dmi.Dg oppo88' 116 
c,cmatitv.tiollal. authorlv. Our editor did - time.,. ... _ 
a 1,ook QODC8l'IWlg lobin llood. vatonmatel,T the imtJiar9• -
dl4 aot app-.r on tha title pBte. 1rm tile Victoria 9112.a flll 
wrltinc it appeared to ban bee 111'1ttm about 1850. bt at 
iib.e 1.DC14811ta toll.olulcl 11pcn 117 the later nthora 1l8r8 there .a 
fu .. I oen eee it IIIWlt hsn 'bean one of the earllaa1: IIIOdas 
scoo,mta publlehad. In 1902, the .lldine Pllbliahillg ca,. l. 
Jlo'bin on tbll lllllrlmt and he 111111 so papular thet the !ird 8111 
u4 to 'be claplloated. ~ edition 1188 reprinted tbft8 U­
a, 7811"• 11114 I hsft the l.ut, thollgh 8C98llhat bat~ ~ 
.1zt1i1r PaoklD 1188 e1-t read it to death. A 87!1tiC1111e at 
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authon wroie tbia 8d1 tion ill 't'U1iDg desr- of acellerice. 
E9cott lpll, probebq tha bHt ot them allf G.C.GlOffl', a good 
aeoondf .1nlmr Dare, who wrote onq two, and two of the beetJ 
Cherlea i. Brand, whoee •Vle .moll9d ot Sir Waltei- Soottf 
Suiglet011 Pound, who c,aJ.tinted the dnmtio touoh - robber 
end paclal of wolTea haunted his Pll698J .1.S.Burrage, probably 
the 7oungeat of them all. It wu said that he wrote hia atorie 
at the tllllder age of fifteen. Ogilvy Ki tohell wrote nearly he 
the eeriea, but hie ety'le tamed towarda the humorous. H. Philp o 
WrigM wu aDOther tairq cOlllltant contriblltor, but like Kitchel , 
the ~tic touoh waa mining, There were three or four othar 
writere, but the onea I hen 1118Jltioned wrote the majority of the 
atoriea. 

I have read a good deal of litwratun concerning the outl 
of Sherwood Poreet, bat the Aldin as were w1doubtedly t!Je bes t. 
There was a mature r1llg about th131r wo:rlt, a m op end competent. 
handling which ia the criterion of the really gco.i author. You 
could al~ reed them again. 

Now fc,r another author of a ,l:lffere.nt lcJld. ReadQI'I! of th 
"Boye• l'riend", Biid the "Bo7a' Herald", tl:oss who can go back to 
forty yeare or more, abould remm.ber "Mort on Pike'', He wrote 
Robin Hood li~v.i:.i.~ ror lloth fBp are. H1.1·c er a three of th tliD. 
"~ of the G:reemrood.11 (1904), Boye• Friend . "x:1,Dg of tha 
Woocll!llldo" (1908), Boye' hi .end. ''TJ:;, iol)lli(b•J\78 of Engl 'IJ'\J", 
~oys ' Herald. The firet two, J havo re a!l. "lC.ng cf thE \Tlo.:d­
lenda" h8II come into IIV' posaeee i.on ! 1t 11.Jy. It 1e s good st ory 
v.nd well written. There ia e d.iff6renoe 1.ei-wean Norton Pike a 
the .Al.dines. Pike's Hobin Bod wee nc,t 11s cl~" - i, dr .91ffl ':le er.a 
would have liked. In 11n.ng of the Woodlaru!.e" I could bllVG rleh 
!o:.: more of him, end a little l es s cf Godfray Fi.t zgodfroy. Litt 
John, Will Soerlet, etc. etc. do not seem to etsnd 01lt in the 
same bold relief as ill the J.ldine . PUbllcetiOJIB. In foot, llorto 
P1k.e seaa.d to nnt to take the "blood" out ot "blood;,''. Whsthar 
this \1188 in deference to Jf.-:Uton Edwarda' dosire to keep 
sl6ughter down t o a IIIUWIIIIIII, one cemiot se;r. All th et I ean e 
ia, 8 little more "bite" woulc. have don6 th;, tltoriee !l.O hr:rm. 
However, he na a good workmenl1ke author who knel'I' his ij::>b. libs 
of the ramainder? Wlllgl'O'N tillaon, who wrote for "Chuma" hsa 
written more than a fn Robin Hood-etori• ill book !om. Hf.a 
•vle 111111 c!.acidad.ly 3U,TBll1le. Paul B'errblg, who ft'Ot• "ll.ng . 
Riobard•• iianaome" ill the "Sooct", 'IIIMI tepid, nothillg more. 
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s. Walke;,, 11110tiler "C1-" IAlthor with a nm for pinte et orlai, 

u6ed hie band at B.o1dl1 1D "lfmfth tor Jla1'17 Shareood". Thie 

wow.d be wri:"-1 a'bollt 19U. rt wu a llillUar •to27 to "lhg oi 

the 'l'oodl__., with a 111.NiDg ....._•the me:1n th-. I 

think tlde - the onl7 't'11Dtllre 8. Wallue' nw llllde with Robin 

Hood, IIZld. ot the two etmi•, I prefer li>rton. Pib'•· 
Glancing ee I do in ahop wi.Ddon troll ti.Ille to time, one can 

111~ eee sa111 jwanile 11 terature dnoted to the hlll'O ot 
Sherwcod, It 111 11 theme that DAn'9r seems t o pell. And while 

at oriee ot briak adTenture, the wide open irpecae, daring deeds 

end the old, old ator,- ot the fieht tor freedom egainat hopelet.111 

odds, atill bold us 1D their grip, l et us hope that it never 

will. 

(U l oven 'Ot gal.lent Robin eDd hie merrie men do not wish to be 

d1eillus1.0ll9d , I edviae them not to reed "The 1'1ltbrown Jfaid" 

~ Philip Jlecdoneld, for theriiiii thq are made out to be a eorr,r 

band of resosls, end doubt is nen oa11t upon the 'f'1rtue of 

lnsweet 14sid Marlon". - H. L.) 

Df COLLEXl'l'Cll compiling detai led cat el.oguea of atories tram 

par e-rs wl.lld1 .pl:bllehed Bi.od es of Gr.rf i.·n~,St, Jim's, Rookwood 

end St . FJ.·!!llk' a, t:rg cnt ly 1·equirtJt1 a,isis t enoe in ~B "tYI. to th e 

PO?Ul.iill, !:tP::-.,1!!1' WEF.KT..Y. MUGGEr Ll?llA T{i'_. GRE'fFRIAllS IIERkLD, 

DREA.:1t.1XJ'Jill\ OOYU· REA1Ji1 TRIUMPH, E.l!l'Im:, BOf 1$ FRilEi (weekl.1 ) 

CliCCKJ,IB · exrl dl:.r>r!! . Can YOU help? Pleese write eir-lettwr 

(6 d) for particule rs required. Postage refunded. Corresp ond8D04 

,relo omod. ALL lettem enewered. J..J.S out~, P.O. Box 3, 

!eaoonstield, Cepe Province, South .l!rica. 

WJlfl'Blh Jle8Dets 880-861 inolWJin end most 650-880 Gam, pre-

1064i: ·2d. Popul81'8J s.o.t•a, Jeleon Lee's J.pril-June 193.51 
Triuq,h8, Bo.T•' Frlende lllld old eohool stories. - P. Willett, 

67 J'ord Bridge Reed, Allhford, Jlldtllesax. 

~: .ilcllne Pllblioetiona, TmpiDB, Dll'nla, Robin Hoodil, etc. 

B.Jl. I.lmd1', 4 Jhmeetm Road, Depnb.em, Essex. 

!.@Tll:D 'm' Gam Bo'• 356, '58, 359, 11114 .575. !op prio• 

~ · - · Paoban, 27 .l.rohd.ale Rolld, l!:Nt Dalwioh, 

- ~' S.K.22. 



OU> :BCJfS' llOOI: CLUB 

Report of JlMtillg held 8' a.. Boue, 1'6 Lordabip I.ma, 
Eaat ~wiah, LCJadoD S.B.22, c:a &mdq 111.1 let. 

ThaDlta to the antarpriae ot · oar 1IOrtlv ~. we had a 
ti.Ile -•ting plaoe 1n llhich to greet the f..,.. Jrelaoll Lee am 
'4i\xtaa Blake 91lthar, Mr. 1'»w7 Sem:lee Brooba. COldng atter llia 

worlt 1D ocmneotiml with the recent llllll08Htal a:hibi tic:a, 

b Bl,ythe aurpaaeed h1111ui1l!, and to the imeaae del18ht of the 

Jrelaoll Lee aupporten persuded J1r • BJ:"OOk I to OQl8 aloag • 
dJlg at 4.,0 p.a., Jlr. Brooll: 11 took the chair em eftv • 

addreaa of ftlOCIIB fl'oa Le P8alman, 'ffq gm1all7 sad good­

~ wwezed II barrage ot queaticmll all abollt JrelllOll Lee 
and Sarlon Blab. Be eipld ~ lllltogreph 'booa end attar 

partaldng of 1<118 retreahmellta, end a hee:riT Tate at thenb ill 

sere, left ebovt 5-45 p.a. Pbotopephl 1IIINI Mksn outside 
oar end ha 1l8llt aa. to another~ with the apreeaad 

e that he -14 like to attend - tutan ... ~ of the olub 

'l'he oheinlan than o~ed the ord1na:q 1-1- ot the 

club with en eddreee of welo<Be to new -1lera and Tidtore. 'l'he 
tea of the previoua meeting were reed end dulJ' 1118D~· Then 

ollowed the treeimrer• a report end the reading b7 both the 
IAA,M'lllit11.,..,. end the ohai-, ot the 110nth1a oornapondance. 

Sutherland of V81100UV81', Canada, h8a written apresaillg e 

to beca. a -ber, th11 lMlhler ll8J'98d to. 

'l'han o- a preeantatic:a to Jlr. end Jin. Bobert Blythe, to 
the occasion ot their NCe11t IMITiage. 'l'hie oonau-ted of a 
tand end - ude oa behalf of the club 'tr:, Prenk Xeellng. 

eo a euitable lielaon Lee dns1Jlg b7 Bob Whiter wae preemtecl, 
the couple ware wiahed all the TerT beat for their future 
an end happ1nau. 

Club notepaper not 7et to hBDd will probab~ be d11tributed 

poetal IHllbere nat IDDnth. 

It llllll fl1Plc--1 that lfo•, 1'9, 140, ad 141 Jrell<Jll Lee let 
1t1 were afortaaate17 etolm fl'oa the NOmt mild.tica, eM 
-11en 8114 oolleoton wn 8lbd to help 1n the n,,ldJlir ot 

boolm to Boll Bqthe'1 oollecrtiaa. 
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rt 1'!111 agreed to hold future meeturea on the third Slmdq 

in the Jl!Olltll, comencing With the month of June. HOll9Ver, an 
extra -eting Will be held at llr. l'eelillg' a reaid1111ee in Stanmor, , 
l(iddlesu:, on Smldq Jlq 22nd. 'l'he J,m.e 11eeting will be held a 
Charlie lrrieht'a home on sundq the 19th. 

Then came en unwrual diT81'8ion 1lhen the ,ro~ vice­
preaidat, Herbert Leckenby, teJ.ephonad the club. Jt>at of the 
lll&llbera present had a fw ll'Orda oTer the 'phone and the gesture 
waa greatq appreciated. 

Ian Whitlllare handed in aome more Roolmood reeearoh jottings 

A very good quis compiled by our wortq host and chairman 
waa WOil by Charlie Wright, wi~ Isu Whitmor,e second, and J ,Waite 
tbi,:od. 

And ao concluded a -ti.Ag 'llbioh -t have broveht a great 
deal of -tiafeotion to not only the JelllOll Lee supporters but 
to all memb&n of the cblb. 

AttlillDdaoe. - ~ Searles :Broa1c a ; Len, Jose and El.aanor 
Paolmlan, Charl,ie lllld Olin Wright, 1!c>'o and Laura Bqthe, Prank 
Biid Jlrll, l'llel1Dg, .John Robyne, .John Gesl, Ian Whitmore, A. M8lon , 
J.E. Da4, F,C. ~ell, B. ~. R, Mortimer, E.P,K.Willett, 
J. Waite, Jllsa P. Pl'UClt, R. Kni8ht, Bob and Ben Whiter. 

BffiJJJIIli G. VIHlTER 
Hon. Seo. 

Ll!DNARD SHIELDS 

.l Tribllte 

B.r Robert R. 11hiter 

In Pll'tnq, Sollth-.'Veet London, leet Jmmar., died I;eonard 
Shielde, flllllOWI for his illustrations in the llegnet. Tbaa have 
we, the collectors of that Tff7 fine periodical, lost s great 
celebrity of wid e renown in the circle of school'bo)' fiction, 
11:r, Sbielda, u far ea I can make out, oOIIIDenced dnwing for the 
Gr,qfriU"S •torl• in the twatt .. , bin it ean•t until tbe earl; 
t!l1rt}.• tbat hi• 1I01'k ae81:11Nd iba 'brilli81lt IJl'Sfwenabip tbd 
diat~llhed it fraa his coot~•· ~ people baft la 
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the past misteken his 110rk for that ot Irr, C.H,Chspml, the oibs 
t8IIIOU Jfagnet illustrator, certablJT there u II reeaa'blance, but 
in the writar•a opiDion Chapman W8II D8ftl' in the •- street as 
the subject of this article, Cbepmen 1a drewiJlg8 eutfared !l'OII 
severel feults; bia f'1p:r9a were alwe;,a too angular, their feet 
never looked nat-aral., wh1111t the whole lll\Y-<>Ut general:!7 gaye on 
a feeling of haste on the part of the artist in COlllpleting the 
picture, Shields alws,ya looked to detail, the~ whetb~ 
town or country always hsd an appealiilg lo<* about it, The 
so.mes in Court1:ield · with polic- or paesere-by shown were 
alwqe drawn with metioulowl oare, Who 08ll ever forget bis rb1a • 
scenes, the banks with f81'1l8, 8Dd tencea l'IIDll1Dg dam to the 
edge, with the island in the diatanoe moat mioillg m a June di! , 
the t111DOW1 tin roriJlg lssiq down it. oomwe, lteepbg an 4V"e op ID 
tar Sir Hilton Popperl · 

Shielda drft' the inside illuetratiOll8 until the second ator. 
in the Pokar Pike aeriae, :ro,147' )fey 9th 19,6, when ChepmaD 
took over, leaving Shielda in the m:>at pert to do the covers. 
The leat time we were treeted to hie c1rewillg8 as interior artist 
W88 during the Holidq eerie& on the Tbe8ea with Shifty Spooner 

gftBb, t~roh!1f~~o~ti&,gm .!8W ffl1t 
covers, a combination which l•ted until the Kagnet' s t1.nal. 
close down, Sh:il.ds did ill'liBtrations for 11819' ot'".er books, 
1.ncludillg the &lidq Annual, Pila Fan etc. He also did the 
first dra1l1nga of Bunter's flllllOWI siatar, Bessie of Cliff House. 
He did not of course create Bill7 Bunter ea an srtisti that 
distinction DU11t go to Arthur Clan: from the deacriptiona of 
his real creator, ov own inoolllparable J'nnlt Ricbarda, 

IAN1'ED: Schoo1boys Own Libraries, 230 and 214. Good 
copies. G,C,.i'oeter, 26, lit1so Plaoe, London, lf.8. 

IANDDs lfe.gnets, 19,0 and earlier. jl()R ~ or Ex­
change, 64 Jfagnets, 1930-1939, Lowes, 15, Edith 
Street, Tynemouth, Bewca.st1e-on-T,Yne. 



Clll'IIOture o! Leanard Shield.a taken !:ro111 

llipe\ 1o)6, beoa11iei 24th1 1927. 

J1i1J COLLIL'fal reqllU'N Dml9'1' lfoe. 1, 5, 7, md u. .Ueo 

9or.µrn'<R1S MISCELUBY lllo.IT:""" lllld i,rql!' P!PER COLLIDroR lfce.6, 7 

8, 9, and 10 to ooaplete set.. ·.l..T.Soiiibwii, P.O. ~ ~. 

BesoclaB~ield, Cape Pl'Orince, South .ltrioa. 

IBBXPUSIVE lllllBr Collect 11peciman mmabera o! Victorian 

I oan na>l.J Boyll of B:lgland, Bo7•' Standard, Bo7e' 

ourna1. Boye o! illpin, Tcnmg Engu.t-n, JlqJB' World, Black 

B1aclt B1gbwa.,w, .SWeeney Todd, Blu•kin, '1'7bam Dick, 

l,hlAl!t'-Clb1llwr, Bll%'lamilr and h1mdreda 110re1 6/6 par dc9c. 
-· , • - · - ~, _ ... _ 'D-..A Tl#~ -



TD lBLlliillWEXlllBITI<Jr 

The displfV' of oU bqr• • )cob at the Illllllgtclll. Central 
LibrllrJ' closed et the em of jpril af'ter eenral web ncoeestul 

n received quite a lot of Wletul publiciv and the follO!r 
intereatin6 OOlllll&nUI appeued in the Libl'81'J' Balletin for 
1, . 

Remcber B1l]y Bunter? 

While the Dl!IID8 of Dick Benol1 is lmown in fl'l8rJ' boM in 
thi11 country, bmr llllllV' of u can 11till ;Nllla,er the Mlll8II ot 
J eek llazir.llwlo', llelecm tee · ( 1111.d llipper) ad SaxtOlll Blab 
( a. 'l'iJlbr)? Bow llllZV' at WI wUl ~ ~ in om' JOllth 
we revelled in the more 7outhM but equall7 ~aaible 
eeoapad.811 ot the !IIIIIOWI achoolbofe Han:, ''lhartoli, Bob Cherr, 
end, of ooaree, 1-lter ~ Bunter? 

The "PeDIV' c1readful." and the "t11opemv' blood" have 
1111'!178 been abased and derided 7et lllBll7 ot the warld'e 
greatest 111811 haw pllblicJT ~ledpcl ~eir debt to tb18 
type of literatme u 111 ~ to the 10rld ot boob 
end r811dllJ6. 

A apeoial axhibi tion trac1llg the d8'9lopNnt of th e 
boy8 1 magazin.e11 tram tha reel "bloods '' c.f the 'Elgbtia11 t o 
euoh peri odi cal s cs the "Scaut" of to-d.ey has been eri:·anged 
by th.i London "Old Boye; Eook" Club BJld l'9l8inB on d.iopl ~ 
in th e Centrvl IJ.bre.ry until ~e middle of April. 

We fool BUr8 th.at the oolourtul errq ot well-known 
tevouritee, !rwlud.1Dg thlj "Gem'' end the "Jl.egnet", while 
arcusiDg 11113111' adult noete]81o ~ea, will certs~ 
uoite the envy of our more youtbtul reeders. 

Children's Nenpsper 1 .April 161 1949 
'lhen thez were 19!!'1 

We euspect that quite a llllllber of C.11, tathe1'11 haft 
malcl.Dg e 1entimantel pil8J'imlt«e to the Central Lilmlz7 et 
Iali.Jlgton in London, to meet 11a1e old tri-1.e ·. 

Daddie bu been able to - than, 1n a abibitioD of 
11op• uterewn, 11(88 ot ~ pmoclioela he ..a to r..a 
\Uld8r !Ile 4-* at Nhool, 11114 ~ with a mp tu dlj18 
when he nopped a 8GtoD BJab tor a Jllpet or 0-~ 
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The "Pamv' dreedtlal.•" of the nine'8enth oentur:, 'lihich 
are alllo on · llhow at Ialillgton Wuatnte the ohangi:rig tu 
cf sucoeeding pnaratim111 of boy•• for those menaatioaal ol 
7UU end piotlzrn an ae -ing half u th117 'ftN dreadful 
then. 

1lorth Londan Prea. lridez, 1.4.49. 
Comic11t . 

.lifter a apote of political literature it wsa refreshing to 
n•U en exhibition of children's comice end meguines at Isling 
ton Cimtrel Librer,r. 

Like moat other nsitora, I would give s he&rt7 pat on the 
baoJc to thll ohief contribll.tora, the London Old lloJa' Boolt Club, 
for pro,,idl:rig, ae one viaitor puts i ".&. h8ppJ' hoar tlflq f1"0ID t,h 
probleme or the world." 

On di&pll!J' et tbe 11b:ra%7 111'9 the "p~ dreadfuls", 
ntJ::rlll91'8" and "bloods" of lo:rig 860· One of the most interest . 
exhibits b e COPJ' of "Boys of the Empire," cl~ to be the 
firllt jOIU:ZIBl. printed ell in caloure, with "tan, inatruction 8lld 
r<*DCe," dated Febnuuy 1,, 1888. 

~ section of th e exhibition follon the progresa, 
threugh the 7e8X'8, of Clllc8Zinee like the "GIIII" and the "Mllgnet", 
and the "liel11a11 Lee" C'il:i "Un:!cn Jacl.'' librw:i.ea with the advent '-'!' a 
of . Bill¥ Buntar, Sw. t oA lll .:.kP, l!llti an the other agelees ohare.: to 

One vieit or s cya , "''h " re , we1'9 IDBll1' wist!ul. loob on the f ee 
of the elderl7 visitors 1is thq et!IN'i .at Jack ~ and Sext o 
Blake &gain. i, 11 me-re 40, ot.~ ~1 l ·:>..ik beck noatalgioall7 only 
to 1ielson 1- end Nipper. I corigretttlate 7f"Tr llbru:Y on a very 
fille piece of work." 

Credit aleo go•ia tc the DWI who tho1i8ht up the ides of the 
aJdbitiall, Jlr. Robert Blythe, of ilea Road. 

(In vietr of its eucceea and tte l!Ddoribted ple118Ure it gave to 
th oueenila of vi aii:ora, it 1.a e thousend pitiee that it na ma.J:-ad 
by . a dep lor ahl e incident, A. ·ehow-cese was broke::i into end t1·.~·ee 
of Bob Bl,ythe•a 1'el9on Lee•·s atolc. The 1ibil31' couldn't have 
done 110re d8IIIB68 to a collector than that, for, aa fer aa 18 
Bob'• wae the only OOllplete Nelson :r.e <>11e in ainenoe. We ware 
able .to quote the •tolen mmben in Olll' 111\f mmbft",blat u the 
matter ia ao 11eriOQII, n repeat them here - Old Hriea,1'9,140, 

Y~ ....., ......,._ h..., th,a . ....,. #AA1• hA ..... _,,_ -U.-. here• 
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- · · ill qu..ritu1 end ~11~iona to .Ilobert !lythe, 
~--- 4li Carleton RoadJioll<!"!l, London. iif.7. ----- 1 

.Sc,me :time ego• when lb:'. Kenneth llr<>okas came to e club 
Jll88t1JIB, I IS&i.d that we in London WOQJ.d not l'8Bt oont1111t untU 
bll J>~sa .Ill'. E.S.BrookB himllell to come, .U ~at time, 

· eU~ n :nre hopetul. we ware 117 no 1188118 confident, J. tent 
1blt ~ had :bee llllde end e half prmue giftll, end there 
....... :i-1~. 

~ • .after .bu lethr in ti» 1C.D. ill ~e~, eriother 
.....-t ._ 9lile. '!111.8 t!me, 7oa oaa illegine Oii!' ple!IINN when' 
a ~u .-a- to altCMl oar lll8Cbg - gi.e . Beelltom. 
- ......... l.allt -~ .np-- Oft1' ~elr hff'O (end 
~ •>· '11111 ..,.. an. - loeciflll9 ..... the d&ht to go 
s1WQr ....... - - .s:r• at -'i.iag a - 'llbo bae .. 
-- .... ~ :Is -. ...~. •1.. • 

.. ... : ,,., - --- - 4-JD. bat •tat.4 'tbat Oiiing 
a# •- a a n ... ._... a.. to 189ff at 5.,0. Well, 
.. ant.a et 4-15, ..i. bft Ill: 5-45, tmd obrloaa)T ~ 
~ llllmeU. '.l'o Jdme I _..., i~ JIQSt hne 1>een lib re­
)Dbg 11rat ~ at Jda JU• .._ ~ st . 1ren1m cbareoten 
_. • J1a8a ~ at 11118 warl.4, -· .i., ci.-l the8e 17 ;rellft• Yer----....... -, ·-~--theloob 
_._.,..... N•••111d•~••oldMD, let• 
...... 18 - .._ -.t LB.._ 19 tllr tzaa WDir old, eitur · 
ta~ -1a111a. Gii.. • .. au-' look a clQ -
anr. .. 19 • i-.. -. -' •tr iall, 1m 111:oed, w1 
~ lilllz' ,..._ tlda - t1,p, ......... -U lleclt . JIN e deep -.o e 
.... ~. mget ~ ~ an. - ccallmt HIUIS of 

~ar tbe lien ,-rt of 1111 hoar M - llcielludecl w1 th queatio t IPe..,.,,. -- ..... ...-i -. all of 1lldch he took in 
.-,t. ..a mr I c t ~ .. s_. ..,.., .. or tile Old Paper 
I 1J ta Be ..-U- ao4, aatortanatel.J, 
- too to ....U i..._ lld 1-- :I laDpe to write .a 
9llml llalmir 14 .. ........... _ ... --· 
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':'iben th11 dlle 08ll8 tor hill to le8T9, I'm nre h11 left behiD4 

8 11011t eppreoietiTG audillilce, 

.An imporlent •equel to his 'ridt, ie that he bu pradeed 

to attend th• net meetillg held~t Dulwjah, When he ii prepered 

atq maoh longer and will IIDll"91' ae IIUDV' queatione aa ft like to 

put to hill, Thi• 111111tillg 1a 7et to be arrtllJ69d, but the date 

will be aJ'IDOIIDOed in good tillle to enable IID70D8 intereated, who 

0811 .- the jc,arlWT, to be there, 

I wu rethar dieeppointed Iii th the reeul ta ot s., appeal lest 

!Olth, am epen mm Oll8 or two Tvq intereeting and helptlal 

IetteJ'II, I'• etreid tbat the eitution ~ 'CIDCb.tmged. J 

the).eU, I a permaded that 1 t ii laok ot t1me end not laok at 

1nt .. t, that pNftllte aoat ot JOll tree m.t1Jl6, ad thantON 

I .ull Can,' m with the lillt• 8114 it.. ot 1.Dtenn • uaai. 

BQweffr, pl .. • feel thet it et rm, time, 7m hff9 a t11a7 or 

~ a int~ ita ot lfelacm i..e hiatoz,-, ~ thie 

00 1-mm ill 7Q111'8to tell fflll'JODe •'bollt it • 

• &11.J =r1l°dfr'JM!t.~8& h.-»8Jil1-en!°ffit •. 
Sci• 
o.s. !Jo,442""447 Intro. ~-~.&dam 

" " 441-454 Dr • .D:maok 
" " 455-46, 'lhe ~ ega1Dat llr,'Willla J:,l!m,th 

" " 464-470 Cll'OUe Sllri•, !ntto,The Onion Broe, & Teeaie 

" " 471-476 Intro. Jlr. Benrlq St olcee 

" 11 477-484 Sehcra Deeerl mid ROIIISU Empire Seriea 

" " 485-492 ID which the Jlmcmt sSYe tJi. ,ood na. a! St 

" " 49:5-500 COlll}llete Stor1 .. 
" " 501-512 Taa Wataon at Jfoat Hollow lklllool 

" "51}-515 Complete Storiee 
TiU.. 0,S, J'o. 

o.s."io,171 The Boat Bee• )Cr8tar., 181 Ooillg to tha Bad 

" " 172 ftpper in D19g1'809 182 The Ancient &:,ue Bllrgl 

" " 17' Elpelled ~ 1e, The Arabe ot 11 Sd'lra 

" " 174 Tha Remove on Strlie 184 The Secret of thex.88l1t 

" " 175 Poor Old Randtorth 185 Jeok 118aon•a Luok 

" 11 176 The Closillg ot th• let 186 The lf,ratery ot 01'97 T 

" " 177 The Supe11t•• R!f81[P- 187 'l'he Soldier Boulllll8ater 

n " 178 The Jo, fl'aR BIIDKllld- 188 '1'he Preak ot St.J'rmlta 
•• 189 D1eo1pline Let Looae 

" l'JQ The B.-. t1gaiut Bia . 190 1Jllder the Keel • .. 



More for Tom Menz F8ll8 
April :50th, 1949. 

Dear Herbert Leckenlv • 
Thlmk you for 7(10Z zioie, moloahg 

Dr.Wil8oll•11 leUer, whioh I retum harwi.th, IIDd "'11.olr I 1IU "8'r1 
pleued ·:1,o He. I have eiDoe had a· ve-q pl811H1lt letter !ram hill 
to which I haN jullt replied. 

I hne ~t fiD1ahlld -?Oii ~ 1 a Chriaima ~t", which w1 
be pllblished in September. I think pzoba\117 I ahall iw_on with 
"Skip" o! Pe18ate, llllt I don111 Jmaw yet. 1'olf I ~ ~ a oa11pl 
of dB,fll off to annw lettere abollt 8" broec1caat the other cl.q -
rt ia quite uad.ng wbat a llllll.t:itade of old reedera Hem to hsn 
liatened-in. But llbat pleeaea me 110at ia thet ff81:T letter 18 110 
ld.lld end oo2'dial. I just love to zeed. them. 

Yi th ldDd :regarda, 
.&1118;111 youn BUIC~l(, 

nwm RICJWIDS. 
It II II 

We Get NS"ll'!I About en Old- Time Author 

Deer 11:r, Leckallby, 

100 llroomfield Rosd, 
Gleegow, I. 

28/8/49. 

I haTe been readillg your intereathlg ertiole 
the ~on Jaok in the "Colleotor•a 111aoel.l.aa1". In 7flUr liat of 
popular authon in the eer)T dep aweand the D.111118 - Jul.11111 J 
Thia at once loosed a tlood ot boyliood ~-. TOil lt88 - Juli 
Jackson waa qy 1:.r.'r.le, and I :we wonderi:al if a fflfl biograpblo el 
detella wo,ud bo of BJ:11 interest to 7011. 

Toure ver, sincerely, 
BOBZ9T WIJ.SON' 

(Note.- Dr.Wileen vent on to give aOID8 ~17 intereriing f oot 
oonoernillg hi.a uncle. John .Pa%k Wilson, proving that under hJ.e 
pen-Mm A h .Ll..en Jactaon ha waa a 1DOC1t p:rolifio writer for B.J .:ere • 
IIDd the BtitWVorlli papen, I !lope to publillh thm in the form or 
en artiole in 1111 ear]T lane. - H.L.) 



------. 
TD JICIJID pm 

Ilg lffl 

!!P OM ot tlioN1 Y.t 8DOtbr U111ple of ta. dJ*1a1D for 

a.nan Bl.lllril W8 DOUoed ill the fhtt of the - 11.B.C, eer!.N 

"Li..,,... .. JteecUDs"' c:a )(q let. ~· epeebr, ., .&peaoer 

,... telliDg u about IIOlll8 of hie "boob tor the beck of blo;rond", 

8Zld etter telllJl8 us o! some of the WllllllH brought to h1a b;r 

Chineee guerillas when he "88 deeo in the Kalqsn jungle, he s 

"Onu de.y they 'Drought me Ive.ahoe - how delf8hted I 1ftlllt", then, 

llfter o fer, mo:re tiUee "end EVD e Sexton Bleke, The Murdered 

J,!ehcut" . ~ r.heculi .l.t not have been "and EVEN e Zcne Grey'' o 

"and EV1IJ en .A.mold Bennett" {tor he h,d these as wall), I 

wondered what the gre f't gentlemen tbo1.lght of the modeet little 

psper CO'l'V illwtrate tl. with e superb u,mpetillg eleph,mt by 

Jz.lo R. Pubr - it, of OOIU'9&, he wonld h.ne bothered to opeit• 

"Tbo Ceee of The J6lldered llahau.t" wee teeturoi in S.'B.L, 2nd 

eerl.es Io, 212 detei ),lo.29. Loeb u it the copy bad "dODe 

th '3 roan da" att&r more th8!1 10 7881'8, The author was, ot o 

the IIIIIOh trsvelled lhlrr87 Ore;rdon, 

D:laNUe rn' TbiJlp IIN loold.ng lip et n~ Hou.ea. Or 110 

it 1'0Uld ea.a. fhe .l,P, haft ~ 1Df019!4 llbolN&len that 

thq llft repdaUJls ooplH of the Jp:rU B .11.L • . 8lld. IIV' l'lmNr 

oopiN OD lie .applied it .rll(Uin4\ Pabapa - llbell 8N 



or four libraries e IIIOllth •oon - and -.ho Jmon, tbat · long awaited 
Bllllm Wffkl7? And I .. ve-ry pleuecl to DOte the befter -qual1 ty 
of the •toriee th&H ~. I 1IOJld8r if the,r haft Hell the Red 
Lieht? . 
Lee VU8U8 Blake. Frca tint reporta it eeelU that the 'f'ieit of 
E.S. Brooka to the O.B.B. Club meeting on llsJ l9t ne II bit o! e 
flop ea fer ea Blake 1188 concemed. It ill UDlikel:r that Mr .Brow, 
will ever pell a Blake stor., again. ~ Jnd he Wll8 · only mlldlr 
interested 1n thst Ironsides Nprints bue:l111111• ( • ee lleroh inue) , 

Cheerio for nmr, 
H. Jt. BORD. 

SEXTOlf BLAD'S oomm JGB 

A new article 1![ Ru Dolphip 

.1!!!£!...!! 
Towarda the end of the decade :n beg8D to get a number of 

:real detectiTe storiN which d.14· n6t depand on lliJlarre ohareotera 
or toreisn beclrpomlda, IIDd the ·ambon IIIIWllT OODCClllld 'ftJ.'8 
C. Jlalcolm Hincks, R.L. Hadfield IIDd Donald Stu.arl {Q11e17 - Were 
Hincks and Hadfield the aame writer? .). Their etaries were "The 
Cl!nl&tion Wreath )b'star.,<' 8lld '"l!he ShadOII' Km" b:r Hine.kB, "Some 
Pe:r&OD3 1Jnlmown" b:r Bedfield, end "The Gi'8811 Jester ' t,y St=r ~, 
(U.J . 1 e Nee. 1287, 1}45, 134, and 1379), 

A sp ecielist in "human interest", apart from his £:reqUllllt 
stories of Leon ireetrel, was Lewie Jaclalon, who wrote the O~ 
.lieBll\fth stories 1n 1927 and had the dow>t!Ul. honour of writing tm 
tint atoz:y for ''Detective WeaklT', 'l!hie story, hall9ver, was tm 
first of the l'lf8e l Blake aeries, probab}T the beat tb1Ilg Jecuon I 
ha8 8991' gi'1911 us. The Kestrel storiee I reed with interest, but 
the;, left little impl'888ion on u, far I oan•t recall 81fT parti­
ow.az-Oll8. 

Well, those were the etal:nrta of the Golden Age. There W!f9 
others, their ooa.tr:lbutioall were f•, undietinguiahed, or \ 

t lmowD to•· The reoozd ie edmlttedlT iuoollplete. J:rJf 
can help u till in gepe will ban ar gratitude. 
Veriei;J - -'oab~ the · Ute-blood of the Blab p8Jlff11• 

had DO Chm'lN Hmll.tcn 1lho OOllld ft'ite ffU7 flOZ7 - a 
taaJt with llohool 78IU bin IID hipoNillle Oll8 with deteoti 

Ye bad the thrill of mNtine' B1ae wekq, ~ oft 
ua eta m r-th•-- atill 
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d.ittermt nttinp, · with dUfllNDt })1'0111- alld opponant•. fb18 
1e - tha oh.ueokir of SU'tOll Blab rilml1a Ollt hem the orwd. -
- ban HC eo mBIV' upaota of Ida. 

Glal!IWII' 09ll1' the wllole of th.a "98t Blake aome, wa aae 
""6r'I' poalli'bla ~ we aee acnenture, or111e, aomed7, 
~. rom1111Ce - ff8Q' hQm8ll emotica. Sarton Blab la not on]; 
e detective, but THE detective, aa BOll&One once ellid. Be 18 
ff'8n =· Re ia the universal hero of fiotion ezcept 1n the 
amatory aemsa. He can appear 1n practically eey type of ator., 
laid i.n modem t1Jaea ege.inst a fectllhl bsolr8l'ound. Of what oth r 
:tioticnsl hero could that be eeid? 

To be Concluded. 

W&lcome to ROBElll.' 1IBI'1'EH 1n the pegae of lUald.ane. He herewith 
ec:etri.butea e moet original. article: 

PACXIliG - A - ROD ! t t 

In the nal1ns of writing end ill'DBtrating, faults and i:rl.e­
tekea ere to 'be fom!d., OV'l!Il in the work of some of the "masters" 
118 w · ao !ondJI' cell them. In the lllllllllrOUS stories end picture 
'ft'i tten end d1'lml a:ro'l1'.lld the f!IIIIOIJB al eu.th of Beker StnHJt, fire 
Ulli8 .;,f all sorts were Bound to figlll'8, and tl18 fact tnat the 
stud;r of 11.1'111 hsa long been a hobby of mine is no daub. the ree.s, ~ 
,tv arr:, <!S11cdp!iona or pict=s of lethal 'We'lJ)OTlS has eJ.~e 
ole.irned 1111 1nte~"t- Qt:o.ite a number of authcre love to 3Faek 
about eutcmetir: r= ~lvl'rB, vlhan in feet there hao ouJ~ i'OGn one 
e:utomatic revol vcr , to ~ knowledge, ever me.de. This wee 11 la:rg 
pistol 'llllde f or thfl aoiv by Weblq FoS'her,r Cal •455, e holster 
{belt) weapon much too big to be ueed es a pbcket or shoulder 
bolster aJ'lll by t he everng & orcok er ds teoUve, who would nntural ~ 
fBYour fl Slllall. pistol. l!oat ertis!a, when dr8Wi.ng pi&tola alngl; , 
portrey e hand with a tube like objeot et~ out from it. I 
raDelllber one yeey good drawing ot II Webley & Scott pi11tol revol­
T8Z' on the cover of a ''l7nion Jeck", or - it a "'l'hrlller''? The 
picture depicted a chap in a rallw.T oarr1869 holding the eeid 
,reepon beh1Dd a nQWSpaper, aimed st someone on the platform, end 
U lllf" m.ar, •- • aorreot]J', the piatol wee fitted with a 
modell'IRor. 

llolt of oar good hi.ad Bric I. l'Utlllr'• dnwi.lrl8 111'8 Tf47 
good, eoaa ahow!JIB aoallct detail, all4 ou oa .nad1l7 ~ 
tinphh ~ pinole ha!I colt ad JllaHr tJ"Oa IAapr. .And 
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the Ulustra-ticms of Thompson mach1De ce.rbinee and Lee--~ield 
eanice rifles also llhow the ume oanrhl treataeiit. 

J. H. Valda ganera.llT ~ a oonviDo1ng looking pistol, but · 
hi• drewiJl6e eutf(a;l,6d from a 118118D8811, b1J! pietola all lootiJ16 ; 
l.1b a breek aotioo Smith & 1Jeaon. .&rtJmr Jone• ot the al°'*1 . 
hat ftll!l8 could dnw a good pistol, nearly al'lftll1'0f the self-
loading patt e.rn (Erownil:!g), :But the fact NIISina, so llllUlJ 
artists would ~ a aell-loading pi&t ol (ll<*ttille~ termed 
automatic pistol) when the euthor clearly stated that "the cro ok 
l8T9lled a Colt rev ol ver at the MUUone1rel" O\herlrue the I 
nor, woald read: - "Blake ti41btened the grip on Ma eutomatio" \ 
and the illutl'lltioll 'IIWld show the detective with a long-barre 
rffOlnrl Sc:me people will no doallt •81', "So whatl" or~ 
Bllt I lib to tidlllc of tba -,iJl6' "If a tldlll'• wo1'th do1ng S.t•• 
warUl doiJlg well." I woald nmlJld aaoh people, howinff, tlin 
lle1em1oe, the tw J'nnGll arts.n, would WM not!dJlg of 
to Cblna, 3ut to •• bol' a lflm4arfD'• cloak !!mg, wldlet pain 
Oll8 of b1a p1ctmw. 

tiler ~ l Ia tha Mq 1Nae ot "llllkillllll" .I npetted .... J 
DC11-eppee.ftll0e of 111r naw fee.tun "Sanon Jllab and the J'lrllt lf~ 

rtr*' owing to 11111 inabilit)- to complete, and prom.Nd that it 1I0\1l1 
appear in the J1Dl8 Dlllllher. Sulc• writing those worda I have I 
deoided to extent the scop e of the srtiole in order to give the 
yooriger 'Slelte readers some idea of the ectu.al atoriea printed 
dur1Ilg 1914-1910 . This, of 001u·t11t, lll8aZl8 that it will be q~t e ' 
iDlposeible to include the whole feature in ona iaeue, in feot, I I 
"l'f1Z7 much doubt if it would nen be completed in one whole issu e I 
ot "The Colleotare• Di8est". I baT8 therefore decided to pruenl; 
the feature ill serial form end the tint psn is given below. . \ 

, I 
SEl'TCli BLAD .AID TBB J'lIBr 1RJW> 'Ii.AR 

!![. H. M. BoDd, 

.Pert 1, "The Early De,y11" • 

"~ CmBUI! 1 e.t t he lllOl!lent of writing this I l eern tbet the 
great blow has f allen. Engllllld is to war apinllt G81'111B1\fl 
B.f the time +Jieae words greet; -roar f!Te, au IIIIIIIDll2' ot awful 
J..'lll..,aoribable th1nga mq bA'f'8 ~ ·" 
So 'Wl'Ota the "Skippd' ot . TBI UIIOI JJDr' in 111.e chat in 

•o. 568 of 'tbat paper dated the 29th .mgut 1914 , '1'his tear 
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end d.c:IGM of the fl&_.. ( the .... u ft all felt OD that t ateta.1 
Sept.lier 'rd 19'1) w. ffi4-t~ not ....a, lir 1be TI.J. bad ot 
1111,thon o! that pen.od, f~, witbiD a to~ Blake wu "ca. t'bl 
ad doiJlg hi• bit tar 11r1 ta1n. n .... u thoa8h thlt nor, 
poliqr bad to 11e obimpd rapid.17 in • 111tarena ot toi,1oaU v, 
tor the uaal lli:litor'• Chat and fl1tue etoriee IIIIDDIIDC~ 
disappeared oompletely from No ,569 , exoept tor a notio11 on th11 
last pege to the llf!eot that "the beet o! .1LL war etoriN '11111 
app ear in U .J' . " On t }le ·follo wi.ng Tburedq in No. 570 readers 
were trMted to the veq !int "1Uakll at War" story entitled 
"'!he C88II ot The O-A4minl" !~ OD8 JobD Lewlin 
(later to lie ohallpd to "Lmrl....,) and writt• 117 tu late 
~· .mother - !IIIIOm crook, llua Q. llaitllDd : , IJlld hie 
11.-tital, ~ 4aic11ZW9 ._...uoe ~ (..._...17.~ ee .. . - ..._.) ... '° • ton as,dmt Blua Sa Jo. m Sa a 
,,_. nari mtlt.lecl ll'fbe Cceer-,e ..U... ID tid.e Wps.oit.l ,-. 
JIIII.Gim ~ to Mtnr tu poeiUciD ot a Britillll U... la 
._ .&tlaW to' tu .,.... . .1 .s.111m ~ wmtll ot epeoie 
1,oa4 .. . .,..~ NftCl an.. sutm mm allue4 the u-­
Mlf amom • ooem 1n h1a -w.r,i... 

a.... ...- 1'1-- ml9n4 tll9 •nel4" ear~ 1D tll!t• -
mil ....U."9 it or -.at, he we a hllro, illbae4, u 'Blalcll xwairbd 
- .. ..,, ot ..... ~ .... IJl.l the plualt 1lihennt in • 
Jlr1Ullil&". JD4 eo, l'lll!mll', llrletocrret ,V 'binh, cz-sootl,imd 
Yard offioial 11D4 IIOOmltnl)., im1:SIIDt,bel.ped h1a ooaDtlL7 ii& 1 
..uugle eptmt tbe am. lo. 574 t•tured the rio?7 whiah ... 
mtt tl-1 -?he c ... Qt !lie G4limaD 'lx94.... . 

911D a1Glllf 08M .Jolm la'11u again in So. 575 in a etoz,­
.Utl-1 "*48 h ~ IJlld in 1lh1c1i !he Jim J'rm ]laker s 
bed ~ tCJ118b 'battl• epiUt the unurgroand et:Nlgtb ot the 
GenaeD Secret Serri.ce. 'rh1a - J'NllT etazk ar- 1 

Oeozp HalllUtoD Telld' e t~ Blab WU ator:, "'?1111 Rehgee" 
(11..T. •o. 576) &190 deelt with \he 88Gll'8t Serrioe lllld with 
Oe1'!118Z11'• efforts to d..""118 I taq Biid turkey into tllll struggle. 
T)d.a sto:ry featured '1'he COUDCll ot Kl.ff811 , .Aftll1" that 011111e 
"Sat on IIJ.ak e in Togoland•, a etoi;r which d81Jaribea itael! to 
e d~ e... AgaiA .14nt.l and. and Ilia crook w-Ue ba~• ega.inst 
Blake., t.b1.e tuie ill the Ges,ua,r Col.olW iD .l!rioa. 
~ IIIZ'.tare oeM to the fon in "Buei..,. JIJ tJaual " 

(JClbll Ladiu) 1a tJ.J. lo. 578, 111111 aallUtled •.&. !al11 :,f the 
:s.t ~ Jlwil•. Jo. 579 ~ ceae ot \he aeant Elplotd ..... 
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teetared AJ2b:no' Dexter versua SenOD Blake , em once again 
Th1;1 Ken from llak&r Street wee teced 'lri th e pattiotio tight to 

preYent e moat valuable secret egeirult telllng into eneiqr h.mldB 

Later in No. 582 Madamolselle Yvonne Cartier end Sanon Bl ake 

IIIIIBl!hed a f oul plot ~t "our breve Tommies" - It WBll plezm 

to BUpply them with poisoned ci8m'9 ttelll The vary narl week 

(No. 58}) our he ro prevented the redoubtable Ke.1tlen d from 
making II bi.8 h!Jul. from "The Belgien Relief ll"Und" (The case of ). 

Moving on t o U • .J. No. 588 we find Blake in Bew Gui.nee 

(how h e used t o get ercl.llld in tholle active deys!) &qll88~ 

e plot by the Germans t o introduce IU'ID8 t o the netivee with 

the object of combetiJJg Brl Uah 11Uthorit,". Young Tinker 

joined 11p 1.D U.J. 1'o. 589 Bild beosme knolm ea "Privete Tinker 

A.S.C." Needless to eB,Y1 his meater got him out ot it alter 

acme moat 11%h1lareting actions et the front. How modern th1;1 

nut title 11ee111S, ill f ee t it 1111.gbt have been w,ed quite recent 
tor it was e reminder of tholle long, lonely dsya. "The Cesa 
of the concentretion Cemp" well both toploel e?ld int e reating, 

th0\l6h pertuipll e little lltUted t o modern resdere, even 1 0 , it 

featured George llaraden PlWIIDG'. Gennan co].ozd81l 1n Africa 

once 11gain claimed the attention ot Blake in No. 592, lltory 

entitled ''The Holding of the lr.!ln8 Pe8e". Thie yarn wee rlltbar 

imique for it concerned the fortunes of two ll leke obs:racten, 

whom w1;1 ell l ook back: on es "old fr.l.eodsA. Sir Richard Los e 

and the Ksffir Lobangu. Cecil Heyter lfD B, of colll'lle, the 

e.uth or. The Ccno entrsti oc Camp st ory mentioned ebovu wea s oon 

followe d by a sequel cal l ed , inepproprlately enough, "Pl\llllller 11l 

DillJIIIIIIB". (n~,. 593) . Th6Z1 ceme e spell of non -war llt crie11 

until G. H. Teed gev e us e hint of it in hi e wonderful Yvarrne/ 

Blake stol'J" "The .lrley Cantrect Swindle". In thie the pair 
"am.ash" yet eoothe:r nefarious llorullMI. 

To be continued. 

... 
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LEI'l'ER BCllC ( Con timted ) 

sner im Idle 1rm&tt 

Dear Harbert LeobmbJ', 

Ma,y 19th, 1949 . 

Kew UiADlm !or the )Sq C .D. Good se ever - espec ially 

the Jl8]Clnlll Scott P889B, t ho ugh some of tbe detail s 1118ke rather 

painfUl reading· 
The fi.ret Tom llerT7 book ie out thi• month, Tom' 11 r e-birth 

being oele'b:rated et II cocktail party d\ll.7 rvported bf Ian Coster 

1n the Daily Kail o! JIB7 18. ''F el gate" will moet Uk el,y be 

eppearil:lg ill periodical ! 0 1111 later ill the hear, but 1 t 18 not 

yet eettled, Perbape YOO. ms;r be intweeted to year that 11011e 

of Prank Richardll' "Barcroft" Tereee line j ust been published 

1n "Poetry Lolldo!l", No .15, dated Key 1949. But I ll'Ollld sdrlee 

au,on.e to look et hie half'--crown twi.oe, or even thrioe, before 

a:peadi.Dg it OD the IUl8, 

Beet of luck t o tbe C .D., 111!1 dear boy, 11nd to 1 te able 

end 8Dl81'gV'tic editor. 

Intereetillg Item 

With kind regards, 
Very sincerely, 

1'RANlt RICHARDS. 

The "Brietol Evenillg World" OOIIID8DCed publication on 

April 2}rd of II daily serial "Tho -etery of Study No, l" , e 

story of Greyfrl.8%'9 by Frenk Richards. 

It - e~ted it was "'b)< arrmigement with the Jllel.8emated 

Pre9•, Ltd." 
:rt -14 appear to be e reprillt of en old llagDet etor,. 

Worries dry 11p when eubs 
tlow in an the tide. 


