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A Golden Opportunity for the keen Collector of
Jexton Blake lore.
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UNION JaCES: .

~12 coples .. 1917 iesue (pink) ..

20 ccpiza .. 1918 iamsue pinkg viE 30s.0d

27 copive .. 1919 issue (pink) .. 40s.Cd

24 copies .. 1920 issue (pink) .. 36s.0d

19 eopies .., 1921 issue culou.red} 238,04

35 copies .. 1922 imsue (coloured 40s.04 !
41 cepiea .. 1923 issue (coloured) 50s.04

44 copise .. 1924 issue (coloured) 50s8.04

45 eecpiem .. 1925 iesue (coloured) 50a.04

36 copies .. 1926 issue {coloured) 40s.0d

27 copies .. 1927 issue coloured) 31s8.04 t
38 coples .. 1928 issune coloured) 408, 0d .

11 copies .. 1929 issue (coloured} 13s.0d

17 copies .. 1930 issue coloured) 178.04

18 coples .. 1931 imsue coloured) 18e.04d

28 copiea ., 1932 issue {coloured) 28a.0d i
3 coples .. 1933 issus (coloured) 33,04 ’

ALL post free - with 28.6d in the pound discount i
for orders of THO POUNDS and over. Copies will ONLY be
sold as advertised above and will not be eplit up.
Thie applies to everything advertised!

SPECIAL OFFER of 38 UNION JACES. Issues ranging
from 1919 to 1929 and in good oomdition. - 258.04

Thirty lst Sordes S8.B.IL's. (all complete)45s.04
Six early 2nd series 8.B.L's. (ditto). 108.0d
S.B.I. 18t Seriss Nos.68 and 131, .. 28.6d

H. M. BOND

10, Brw Wen, Rhiwbim, Cardisf. 1)
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Noxt Issue September
Editor, Miscellansous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Teleph hange,
¢/o Centrel Registry, Northern Commsnd, York.

FROLi THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

Our "Anmuel®: Orders for the C.D. Anmuel ore coming in
in very encoureging foshion. A good proportion are from "new
chums" whose names will be sppeering in the "Who's Who" for the
first time end as & result will edd to its interest. And here
I should just like to explein that we did not intend the"30-woid
neximom® mentioned on the Questionnaire to epply 4o the new-
comers, for we recognise thet they camnot very well give details
of their collections and their views on the hobby in thet mumber
of words. But es there will be more names then ever in the
"§ho's Who," we went everyone to be a8 concise es possible. One
or two, whose names have sppesred in the two earlier Ammuels,
have been just e little too “wordy". The "Who's Who" is 8 very
populer end valusble fcature, but we don't want it to ocoupy too
mach space, for we are going to heve the same old hesdache -
how to get in 211 we would wish.

Concerning the "Magnet™ series, mentioned in the July
mmber, I wes getting down to sorting these out in my fow spexe
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moments end wes finding it o pretty formidable job. Then John
Geal, stout fellow, came along and sportingly volunteered to t
it off my hands., I gladly sgreed. And now Bill Gander hss sen
me a8 lot of more then useful notes on the esrlier series. When
completed this feature will form e volusble record ruming to
meny pages. We hod intendod doing the same with the "Gem", but
that T am afraid will have to wait until next year. St. Jim's
won't be ncglected though. For instence, Roger Jemkins hss
promised one of his charecter studies - subject — Cerdew. Well,
you know what Roger cen do. And I'm going to go om whetting y
eppotites each month intil the fnmual appears. I cen assure y
there'll be something for everybody.

——

More 01d Fevourites Returm: Do you remember you old-timgrs,
those fine serials snd complcte stories concerning Teddy Lester &
Co. of Slepton School, by John Finnemore, which appesred in the
Boys' Realm, in the csre-free days before the First World War,
the dear, deed deoys when you could buy & real feast of reading
for a humble penny? If you do re-call them, you will be pleaseq
to hear that "Latimer House", Ludgete Hill, heve just re-publishdd
them in six splendid volumes st 6/- each. They appear to be
word for word es when they were printed on the pink psper of the
Boys' Realm of tressured memory.

The same publishers are elso offering the immortel stories
by Talbot Beines Reed - "Willoughby Capteins", "Fifth Form et
St. Dominies", "Cock House £t Fellsgerth" and the rest of them
which eppeered in the "B.O.P" fifty long yesrs ego.

Goodbye to Maxwell Scott: With thie issue, regretfully, w¢
reach the end of these fescinating peeps into the pest. In its
comparatively brief, but exciting cercer, the C.D. has had meny
"aooops" , but none that hss interested its resders more than the
ndiasries", And knowing whet we do now, I had to smdle whem I
picked up a 3d Union Jeck the other dey. Eerly on in his story
¥exwell Scott reveeled the meagre fees he got for the complete
stories he wrote for the #d Unlon Jack and its companions. Well
in this particuler ber, dated D iber 13, 1894, the editor

announced he wes publisihing four Nelson Lee stories the
following week (the whole four together were, of course, mo
longer then the ususl one). Seid he, "Up to the present
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Nelson Lee stories heve only appesred in the Helfpenny Msrvel,
and it was only by outbidding the editor of that paper that I \
wes able to secure these exciting tsles! He goes on to say thag
“"there will be no change in price, although, of course, four
stories cost the poor editor much more than cne."

Past mesters at telling the tale, some of those editors,
weren't they? I hope you don't think I follow their example.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY.

P.5.: Some of you may have received s copy of the South African
"Outspan" containing a fine article on the Victorisn "bloods",
and are wondering whom you have to thenk for it. I oan tell
you that it came as a kindly gesture from that 100% enthusiast
in that pért of the warld - A, J. Southway. One mere of those
friendly actions I like to put on record.

HEEE THEY ..RE iGATNY "But who is the 'enemy' now? Who are
these 'bosses' the Paddington men want to sack? How does
end Company - how it reminds me of the Gem - propose to

Figgins
Q:Et rig of hema™ o Ianlgeﬁm on the reilway troubles in the
ows » Juiie .

VARTED TO BUY: Megnets No's 650—999, 1002, 1010, 1011, 1012,
1013, 1014, 1015, 1016, 1017, 1021, 1024, 1026, 1030, 1034, 1040
1043, 1047, 1049, 1053, 1071, 1072, 1085, 1086, 1088, 1089, 1091,
1118, 1119, 1124, 1125, 1127, 1156, 1159, 1160, 1163, 1167, 11681
1169, 1170, 1181, 1182, 1184, 1186, 1187, 1189, 1191, 1196, 1221/
1222, 1223, 1224, 1228, 1229, 1277, 1245. Robert Wilson,

484 Springburn Road, Glasgow, N.

HAVE FEW Nelson Lees, Populars, and other oddments for exchenge.
0dds required of any of the old boys' megs. for statistical pur-
posea only. Condition immaterial. Collecting 5.0.L. Rockwood

end St. Jim's stories. Heve YOU any for dispossl? ILoan of odd-
ments also spprecisted. - A, J. Southwsy, P.0. Box 3, BEACONSFIELD,
Cape Province, SOUTH AFRICA.

WANTED: ildine Publications, Turpins, Duvals, Robin Hoods, etc.
E. R. Londy, 4 Nuneaton Road, Dagenhsm, Essex.
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INSPIRED-BY "THE CLASSICS

By Henry Steele

In the palmy deys of youth I was a keen reader of the :juurndla
published by Edwin J. Brett and Charles Fox, such as "The Boys of]
the Empire", "Boys of England", Boys' Chempion Journsl" and
"The Boys' Standard", I used to revel in the fascinsting storiep
they contained, especially the historic or old time ones.

In those far off deys I was not concerned with who the
authors were or from what source they derived their inspirstions.
As long as the story was sufficiently interesting and thrilling,
that was ell that mattered. As we get older we like to dive s
1little deeper into the matter. I have discovered the names of
pany of the writers (who were often anonymous) snd slso the fact
that some of them obtained their idees from the classics. Dumas,|
Ainsworth, Diczens, and Shakespeare were made use of .

In @ gtory called "The Sword of Fate" (Boys of the Empire,
1888), the meeting of the hero with his three subsequent friends
was identicel with that of D'Artegnion and the Three Musketeers
in Dumas' femous novel. In the Boy's Standerd (1892) sppeered
"Claymore amnd Dirk". The suthor must have had Shskespeare's
"Mecbeth" in mind, for the noble herc Donald the Brave is des-
cribed 8 the Theme of Cewdor. In "Wallace, the Hero of Scotl
(Boy's Stenderd, 1882) the murder of Wellace's wife by the Engli.
Governor is teken precticelly word for word from "The Scottish
Cchiefs"} by Jane Porter. "The Outlaw of the Highlands", anothe:
Boy's Standerd tale, (1891) was obviously inspired by Scott's
"Rob Roy". I may say that the boy's story wes a great favourit
of mine, so much so, that it survived & "clear out" urge that I
suffered from, when many of my treesures were ruthlessly dest
The hero of the tale was Rob Roy. In comnection with this X
would like to mention that during the course of years I have med:
three attempts to read Scott's "Rob Roy" snd it is only quite
recently (during the third time) that I succeeded in getting
through it.

"St. Robert's School" and its sequel "The Student's Crime"
(Boye of England, 1887) were teken from Iytton's "Eugeme Aram'.
It appeared a little too early for me to resd ss a8 boy, but I h
the sstisfaction (in 1945) of visiting Enaresborough, the scens
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of the famous crime. In “St. Roberts School" I presume the

suthor relied om his imaginetion as this part of Aram's life is
not deslt with by Lytton. In “"The Sentinel of Pompeii” (Boy's
Stenderd, 1891) Lytton once more came to the suthor's assistancel
"Tim Ne'er-do-Well" (Boy's Standerd, 1887), was founded on the

well-imown story of George Barnwell, immortalised by the play by
Lillo. The suthor (Vens St.John) has s somewhat different con-
ception of Sarsh Millwood, the lady who leads George Barmwell

from the path of rectitude. In "Tim Ne'er-do-Well" he calls hef
Lady Lucretia Lemnox end introduces s Jacobite plot.

I have mentioned four Boy's Stendard stories; now let me
teke one from Brett's "Boy's Comic Journal®. In 1887 there
appeared in that journsl a story named "Englamnd's Hero, or
Bereward the Unconquered”. It is not difficult to guese where
the writer got the idee from. He had of course taken Charles
Kingslay's "Hereward the Wake" as a pattern, I could mention
meny more, but spece will not permit.

There are no doubt some who do not epprove of using othar
pecple’s brains, but in spite of that I think we owed & debt of
gratitude to those old writers for "dishing up" the classics in
an appetising marmmer.

WANTED URGENTLY: Gems No's 356, 358, 359, and 375. Top prices
paid. - Leonsrd Peckmen, 27 Archdale Road, Esst Dulwich,
London, S.E.22.

WANTED URGENTIY: 411 back mmbers of Collector's Digest: Also
Anmials. William Martin, 93 Hillside, Stomebridge Park,
London, N.W,10.

AN INEXPERSIVE HOBBY: Colleot specimen numbers of Victorian boyt
pepers. I can supply Boys of England, Boys Stendard, Boys Comig
Journel, Boye of Empire, Young Englishman, Boys World, Black Bes
Black Highweymsn, Sweeney Todd, Blueskin, Tyburn Dick,
Herkewsy, end hmdreds more, 6/6 per domen. Mederaft, 64 Woodlsds
Roed, Ilford.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN FANTASY FICTION? I am. Pleese contact
me. Sell or exchange. Henry Bartlett, Pess Hill, Shiptom

Gorge, Bridport.
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Teaves from the Diaries of Masxwell 8 oit

Contirmuity by John P. Wood
vI

This month bringsme to the conclusion of what, I hope, has
been an interesting serial to the old stegers, amd one which has
helped the younger gemerstion like myself to appreciate more
fully the immense amount of work end thought which went into the
creation and development of the Nelson Lee Sage — only real riva}
to the importance which Hamiltonia and Blekienas occupy in the .
hearts of 0ld Boys' literature.

In my last article we left Maxwell Scott earning more amd
more each year, and 1904 was no exception to the rule. Despite
his wife's 1llness, he pogged eway at his writing, completing
the serials he hed begun in 1903, and starting others.

“T also began a serial for the Big Budget ('The White Sleve
founded on my recent viasit to Tangierj but this wes not publishf
£i11 1905. A4s a result of & hyard year's work, I earned the
biggest income I had ever earned by writing; £661.11s.6d.

"During this year (1905) I had six serials running st
various times (I hed now practically ceassed to write 'short' and]
*long complete’ stordies). As serials are the most remumerative
kind of work, it follows that my literery income was & big one.
As = matter of fact, it was (again) the biggest I had cver earnsfi;
£733.18.3d4."

There are no references to writing in 1906 or 1907, but in
1908 Maxwell Scott notes: "In 1907 the editor of 'Chuma’
(Cassell) had written to me end ssked me to write s serisl for
thst peper. I egreed, invented a new detective (Msrtin Dale)
and began writing the story at the end of the year. It was not
published, however, until 1908. Later in 1908 the editor of
' Answers' commissioned mo to write & series of weekly short
stories with Sexton Bleke as the central charscter. Altogether
I wrote 32 of these, of which 15 were published in 1908: eand
then, out of sheer weariness, and despite the editor's appeals,
I decline to do eny more. The series was afterwards contimmed
by other writers."

A
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In 1909, Scott had more work offered to him than he could
do. At the begimning of the yeer "I had the '"Answars' series on
hend and e serial ruming in the 'Boys' Reslm'. These brought id,
es & rule, sbout £12.15s8. & week. TWhen the Realm serisl stopped
I had another serial sterting in a Glasgow weekly paper; end by
the time tho 'Answers' series wes discontimued (by me) I was
ready with another serisl for the Reslm. The result of e11 thisg
wes that my income for the first half of the year beat ell records.
Alas! the second helf proved as dissstrous es the firat had beeq
promising.™

In the second half of the year his mother died, his wife's
illness was pronounced incurable and she beceme a cripple, his
son caught scarlet fever with o subsequent heart trouble which
ceused him to miss two terms at school, ond his young nephews,
who lived mext door, got diphtherie. In spite of these mmlti-
farious worries, which did not conduce to emy record-bresking
afforts in the way of story-writing, he fimished the second
serial for the Reslm ('Bowled Out') end began one for the Boys'
Hergld ('The Winged Terror')

In 1910 Scott was commissioned by the editor of the Boys'
Friend — his old friend Mershsll, who had joined Harmsworths
after the demise of the Big Budget - to write # school-serisl.
Later he was ssked to write s football serisl for the Boys' Reald,
he footbell serial ("Out To Win") wes "more or less of & frost,
but the school yarn ('The Blet') proved so populer that I was
asked to write & sequel, This I did, entitling it 'The New .
Broom', It started publicetion on Dec. 13."

With the outbresk of wer, the streim of overwork in many
local eppointments, coupled with the results of sn eccident,
Scott wes compelled to give wp work smd lesve Hinderwell for
Bamford, near Sheffield, where he died in 1927T.

In 1915, however, the Amalgemeted Press peid him the
mmificent sum of £50 for the exclusive right to use the nsme
Nelson lee. Having obtained this right, they brought out & new
penny weekly peper celled "The Nelson Lee Librery" which con-
sisted of stories of Nelson Lee and Nippar. Within three monthg,
end despite the wartime restrictions (shedes of the second wer
casusltics, Mognet end Geml) it hed achieved a circulation of
nearly 70,000, Three stories for the mew paper ~ A Miscerriage
of Justice (7), The Convict's Vendetta (8) and In Borrowed Plurfq

~
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in 1915 and a fourth, When Hogues Fall Out (48) in 1916, were
gll the writing which Scott did for the new paper. For the
three a&tories in 1915 he received £64, and in the same year he
received £96 for a serial for 'Chums'.

And so, we bid farewell to Maxwell Scott, dootor, friand of)
the countryfolk of Hinderwell end a wide surrounding district,
politician, and literary genius who triumphed over personsl amd
family troubles to give pleasure to thoussnds, not only of his
own lifetime, but in many generstions to come. His success as
a writer wee due to & flowing style which maintained the in
from beginning — for he had the trus journalist's ert of s
the interest in the wery first parsgreph of his story - to the
end, thanks to 8 thoroughnees which insisted on the accuracy of
his facts and the topicality of his stories.

Incidentally, Maxwell Scott's son, to whom I owe a deep
debt of grstitude for the facts which have formed the basis of
the series which end this month, still possesses a few of the
stories writtem by his femous father. Their titles may be of
interest to collectors, and include the four Nelson Lee stories
to which I referred above 2s Scott's only contributions to the
new library.

In addition, he hes the following stories in the Boys' Friehd
3da Librery: Bird of Prey (4), The Silver Dwarf (16), The Missing]
Heir (17), Nelson Lee®s Pupil (19), The Great Unkmown (24). The
Stolen Submarine (25), Nelson Lee's Rival (34), The Footbell
Detective (62). Well Cleared (132), The Pride of the Team (133)
Nipper's Sohooldsys (171), The Hidden Will (132), On His Msjesty]
Service (301), The Silver Key (365), 4 Scrap of Paper (373) end
The Secret of the Ring (355).

In the Boys' Friend 44 series, he possesses The White Slave|
(472), Detective Nipper (483) end The Iron Skull (589).

A It . is elso ipterestine fo nofe. ip conclusion, that Seott
most enjoyed wri 'The Silver Dwa¥f', 'The Iron Sknll' and
'The Seven Stars'. At the end of his work on 'The Iron Skull'
he heppened to see in an entique shop a dimimative charm in the
form of e tiny metsl skull with two gernets set in the eye
sockets. He immedietely bought it and gave it to his wife in
memory of the story it had given him so much pleasure to write.

fopieeio. ]




Continmued E Herbert :%

I sm grateful to note from my post-bag that my jottings
last month seem to have been numeived,dehmbeunauk
to carzy on. Well, I could certsinly find plenty to write s
but I Won't keep all the column to myself, for a well-known
member of the circle who prefers to disguise himself as "Mark
Zero" is emxious to put in an opem letter from Rookwood. So
I'l1l let him get in first. Here it is.

A Letter From Jimmy Silver
Dear chsps,

We found that ass Lowell chortling his head off in
the end study, and when we investigated we found ho was reading
the Collectors Digest. It was the first time Rsby, Newcome and
I had seen your admirable little paper — but we scarmed it in
vain for eny news of dear old Rookwood!

Perhaps a fow remarks of mine will sct as & refresher?
When I first arrived at Rookwood a few terms sgo (Schoolboys!
Own No. 118) I became the victim of the three Tommy's — Dodd,
Doyle and Cook. They literally flung me at Lovell who promptly
wented to fight me. Of course sll ended well becsuse I licked

both Lovell and Tommy Dodd. i
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Greet times followed. I was elmost expelled (No.12 S.B.O.
owing to the plot between Mornington and Beaumont. Mormy forced
Besumont to make a false statement about s missing banknote which
was found on me - planted there by Mormy! Their villainy becamp
unstuck and both were expelled. Morny however effected a last
mimite rescue of the Head's young dsughter, Dolly. I ssked the
Head to pardon the rascal - which he did.

Much excitement when Teddy (Putty) Grace arrived — on the
back of an elephant (No. 28) "The Boy Who Was Soft". Tubby
Muffin pretended to be the hero who rescued old Bulkeley from
the wetery depths of Croft Brook — and actually presented
Bulkeley with s bill forspolled olotaing. Putty wes the real
hero.

Do you remember how Tubby Muffin japed us all with his spoof
imhoritence? He became Sir Tubby, of Rookwood (Boys' Friend 1§H\ :
Oct. 30th 1920). He roceived the following letter:

Denr 5if,

In connection with our previous letter to you,
we beg to state more explicitly the imtentions of ocur
olient, Sir Tudor Muffin, of Tudor Court, your respected
uwncle. It is Sir Tudor's desire to sdopt you as his
gon —— baronetcy to descent to you direct — — —
slong with the estates of Tudor Court, Muffin Menor —

The school swallowed this and Tubby wae fawned upon by all
and sundry - till he was found out by Peele & Co who had been
toadying to him. We had to come to Tubby's rescue or Poele &
Co would have sleughtered him.

Yeos, we've had some exciting times st the old school. As
T sit and write the sun is sinldng through the trees over by tha
playing fields, I shall have to close mow — I think I hear
Tovell's loud voice telling the world he's as hungry as the
proverbial mmter. And if I'm not mistaken that's Tubby
enthusisstically declering to come along to the end study for
Supper.

Cheerio chaps,
JIMA SILVER.

Well, do you remember how the editors of the papers used tg
gwear by all the gods that Frank Richards snd Merfin Clifford
were not one and the same? Do you recall how H. A. Hinton
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wrote - in the Gem - his recollections of meeting the two, and
Owen Congquest, for the first time. What a vivid imegination!
I suppose it wes justified at the time, but how emusing it s
in view of what we have learned since. The cne and only once
told me be used to receive many requests for sutographs, [The
majority were for "Frank Richards"; a goodly mmber for
"Mertin Clifford", but few for "Owen Conquest'. As Mark Zoro J
says, "Poor old Rookwood!" I suppose the remson was the achoo
never had & paper it could call its own, for the stories had thy
same masterly touch,
And by the way, I wonder if any enthusiastic reader dmtd‘
to all three schocls, and requesting sutogrsphs from "all three
authors" ever noticed a suspicious similarity in the ulgnaturu,l
for the writer of them told me he never mede ény attempt to
disguise his hand, Ah well, it was all the more interesting -
and surprising - when the whole truth did come out.

And now I went your holp. Dr. Wilson, of Glasgow, in &
very interesting letter (part of which sppcers in the "Letter Bog")
says: "There is a Gom I am enxious to trace. The plot goes
something like this. A paper (probebly Tom Merry's Teekly) is
being prepared for publication. A poem by, I think, Mcllish is
sent in. It is in praise of Kildare. One line, referring to
Eildare's prowess on the football field, runs, "Worms his way
twixt halves end backs". A1l scems to be sbove-bosrd until
Kerr's esgle eye falls on the poem and he shows it to be a 6leve]
acrostic with the first word of each line running together to
mske the sentonce, "Kildare is a worm snd so say all of us."”
This story must have made & terrific impression on me for these
deteils to have stuck in my mind since doyhood."

Well, cen any of you neme that story? I think I know ome
who probably cen, for I cen heer John Shaw saying in that quiet
way of his, "Ah, yes, thot was —— No. —" ss he has so oftem
done before with similer problems.

Did you ever hear of the other Billy Bunter? Oh yes, thera
weg one, end he wes & schoolboy about theOwl's sge. One story
he appeared in was "Billy Bunter's Hemper" which would make it
appear ho wes something like the Bunter we all know. Well, let
me explain. About the time of the #d. Gem and Magnet there was
a rival peper, et the same price, cslled the "Venguard" published
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vy Trepps, Holmes & Co. It published a complete story each
woek end frequently they concerned raffy Llewellyn & Co. of a
school whose nsuwe I forget. One of the prominent characters
was -~ Billy Bunter. In fairness to the suthor though - his
peme was H. Philpott Wright - it wes probebly just a remarkable
coincidence, Anyway, his Bunter wes never destined to become
a household word. The Vanguard only lived sbout three years,
and Teffy, Billy and all the rest passed from the stage long
before the end.

And, ch, here's snother with a query - Thomas Johnson, of
Reby Cottage, Neston. He asks if anyome can tell him the mmbg
of auagnst!mﬂthennnaor the story showing on the cover Buntd
atanding before the ‘blackboard on which is written something
sbout Mr. Quelch, and that worthy demending an explanation.
Mr. Johnson thinks it appesred in 1920 or 1921. His reason fox
asking, he once, with s pang, tore up e pile of Magnets and thay
wee the first one to go. He would now like to see it egain -
whole.

And do you Tecall & cheracter in the Msgnet who actually

older? Has that got you puzzled? Well, it was - oh,
dash it, if I go on there'll be room for nothing else in this
yssue, so I'll keep-that until next month.

NEW COLLSCTOR requires DIGEST Nos. 1, 5, 7 and 13. A4lso

COLIFOTCR'S MISCELLANY Wo. 13, end STORY PAPFR COLLECTOR Jos. 6

T, 84 9 &nd 10, to camplete sets. A. J. Southwey, P.C. Box 3y
Bescorsficld. Cepe Province, Scuth Africa.

COMPLETE STI 183 coples "he Bullseye, 50,Bound,Buffalo Bill's;
250 Comics 1893-19393 60% iodern Boys 4d. each; Second-Hand
copies Tom Merry by Mendeville Publicetions, and Bunter Books
(Skilton)s 500 Nelson Lees 1/~ eschy Fumber 1 of the Gem;
Amoricen Science Fiction 2/- each; Victorich Weeklies 4d esch.
Vols 1 & 2 The Cesptein, and 6 odd copies. S5...E. mst accompany
enquiries. - Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park,
London N.%.10. 'Phone Willesden 4474.

FOR SALE: Schoolgirls' Own Annusl, 1929. WANTED: lMegnets,

1094, 1096, 1099. Gem 916. - Ten Whitmore, 3 South Benk Lodge,
Surbiton, Surrey.

HhA
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Olo Boys Book Club
¥ood Green Meoting

The July meeting wes held on Sunday 17th. Hosts the brothers
Whiter, Len Packman in the chair. The cheirman extended, on
behalf of the club,s hearty welcome to new friends and members,
especially to John Boland who came over from Dublin, Eire, to
attend the meeting.

The mirmites, correspond and t er's report were
duly dealt with.

The chairman ammounced that he had contacted & Mr. Gordon,
who hes 2 large selection of books for sale, and he brought s
lerge quentity to the meeting. The club ere indebted to
IMr. Gordon, and both he end the chairman were afforded the club's
best thenks.

Proposed by Ben Whiter end seconded by Cherlie Wright that a
hearty invitetion to all readers of the C.D. and members of the
clen to ettend the September meeting of the club et Easst Dulwich
when it is hoped that the worthy editor of the C.D., Herbert
Leckenby, end Edwy Searles Brooks will be in esttendance. There
will be & large selection of ‘books for sale, thmks to the cheir-
men and Bob Blythe's endesvours. It is to be hoped that a large
attendence will be present so es to make it e memorable event.
The motion wae cerried unsnimously.

All costs of catering, collecting books for sele end other
incidentals to be peid out of club funds.

A sub-commitice wes formed to discuss the Chrisimes socisl
consisting of Bob Blythe, Ben end Bob Whiter.

The next meeting is to be held et 41 Frisr Road, Brightom, 6
Len Packman to errsuge cheep feres. TWill sll those intending o
trevel meet under clock et Victoria Stetion by 9 a.m. so as to
cetch 10 o'clock train, * It is hoped to be able to have the sca
of ldaxwell Scott, the Rev. Staniforth, in attendemce. The club's
thenks are due to Jack Wood for supplying the sddress of the
latter gentleman.

An object search sew Ian Whitmore, John Gesl and John Young
successful in finding 211 the objects. .

A genersl gquiz followed which resulted in Len Packmen as
once egain winning essily, Charles Wright snd Bob Blythe 2nd.
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‘Elesnor Packmsn 3rd.

Attendsnce: Len, Jose end Eleanor Packman, Bob and Laura
Blythe, John Young, Herry Homer, Sidnqy Godfrey, W. R. Wall,
John Boland, Charlie and Qlive Wright, John Geal, Tan Thitmore,
Ben and Bob Whiter, Mr. and Mrs. Dubb.

- BENJAMIR G. WHITER,

Blakisna (continued)
THE SEXTON BLAEE LTFRARY - 1941
Third Series: 1 - 14

June 1941

1. <+Raiders Pessed John Hunter

2. On The Stroke Of Nine Anthony Persans
3. The Mystery Of The Hush Hush Pactory Gilbert Chester
4. ++The Red Stiletto Anthony Skene

S5e The Ces¢ Of The Shot Looter Martin Fraser

€. The Riddle Of The Body On The Road Edwy Sesrles Brooks
T- The Crime Of Corporal Sherwood Gilbert Chester
8. The Man From Occupied France Anthony Persons
9. The Secret Of The Grave John Hunter
10+ The Case Of The Mystery Parachutist

and
+++The Haunted Hotel Mystery Anthony Skene

11 The Riddle Of The Missing Fire Watcher Gilbert Chester
12 The Clue Of The Stolen Rupees Anthony Parsons
18] One Of Seven Rex Hardinge
14 The Man From Norway Gilbert Chester

+ Featuring Capt. Dack.
++ Reprint ¢f No. 356 S5.B.L. 2nd Series.
+++ Reprint of U.J. No. 1245.

NOTE: Owing to unforeseen difficulties the UNION JACK list
of titles camnot appear this month, but will be included
in our September issue together with the first instalment
of titles for the S.B.L.

URGENT:We are now only just over four months sway from the
publication dete of the third C.D. ANNUAL and it is
requested that all articles, drawings etc. intended
for publication should resch 10 erw Wen, Cardiff,
before the end of September. Contributions sre urgently
needed.




The Nelson Jee Column.
' 411 quéries and enguiries to Robert Blythe :
—‘—m:ar oton Roed, Ho Tondon nf.%.

Last month I promised to give some clues concerning the two
suthors who sre unknown to us, in the hope that U.J. collectors
may be sble to help.

We'll teke 0.S. Nos. 3, 6, 11 and 12 first. Mr. Burrows
suggested that these were by the one suthor, snd l:lnce roading t
I =m inclined to agree with him. The first oclue is the most hea
tnl, I think, becsuse in No.J it states that it is by the suthor

of "The Mystery of The Fivo Towns" and "The Case of the Turiish
Bonds". This is the only one of the six storiea we ere querying
that gives this information. The detective in this story is
Inspector Quex of Scotland Yerd; other police officiels mentioned
ere:— No.6 Det. Inspector Burmwood of Secotland Yard end Inspector
Ryles of Bow Street. No. 11. Fo police memtiomed. No. 12
Inspector Lorriegan of the Downshire County Police and Inspector
Fewings. All these stories have the following in common. All
feature the imnocent young men wrongly sccused, nnd the ever
loving sweetheert who belicves in him snd promises to weit for
him, for ever if necessary. The pesssges between the lovers
sometimes descend to sheer bathos end ere reminiscent of Victoriegy
ledy novelists et their worst. Another point is that the suthor
hes e penchant for strange sounding surnemes such ss Garker,
Sir Reevely Chert Nierstein, etc. With Nos. 5 and 14, however,
I'm stumped, a8 I cennot find mnything which might give us e leed
There is & alight reference in No.5 to St. Ninisn's, it's true,
but the story is not by Scott. Regretfully, therefore, we shall
have to leesve these two. With the others I have great hopes thaf

will r bar the titles or recognise the style.

Whilst reading some early Boys' Reslms recemtly I mede the
interesting discovery that the storics sppeering in the B.R. were
reprinted, slightly cut, in the Nugget 3d. Lib. later in the ssme
year. Reading these practioslly unknown St. Frenks stories has
sstisfied me thet they sre ell origins]l snd that they were mever
written by E.S.B.; they weren't even & good imitation.

TH
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This particular scries ran in the Boys' Realm from approx.
No.63 (1920 to No.183 (1922); at first they were mostly serisls,
but later complete stories sppeared frequently.

The query from Mr. Southwsy of S. Africa this month is
"Can we have a list of the St. Franks stories, and serial Nos.
thet appeared in the "Gen" and if any are reprints, from which
N.L. were they taken?

Commencing with N.L. No. 23, 3rd N.S, appeared three storied
concerning the sdventures of the Removites in China end their g
:|efforts to rescue Young Ching who had been kidnapped. The third
story wes the last issue of the N.L. and the yarn contimmed in
the form of & serial in the Gem No. 1331 mnd terwinated in
No.1343. The-wvhole series were reprints of the Chinese adven
that sppesred in the N.L. lst N.S. 12-19. Following this came
"The White Giants of El Dorsdo" Nos. 1344 to 1354. This serisl]
slthough original, was largely besed on the famous EIl Dorsdo
peries in tln I.L. 0.5. 265-274.

Noxt e-e a seriel called "Tressure Isle" which, although
I haven't reed it, I feel sure is s reprint. Later, when I've
‘| hed & chense to reed = copy, I'll let you know for certain. This
| serial ren from No.1355 to 1365. Then came "Ghost River Range"
| from 1366 to 1376, reprlntod. from N.L. 0.5. 320-327.

'rhe folfoﬁng series wes originsl end was called "The Sehool]
from Down Under" rumning from No. 1377-138T. "The Ten Talons of
Teas" (Nos.1388-1398) was slso originel. HNos.1399-1404 “Handfo:
the Ghost Hunter", and 1405-1431 "The Secret World" are reprints
of a famous N.L. seriaa, that in which the Removites go to
Northestris. The first part is reprinted from N.L. lst N.S. 34
and 35. The second from 36-43. Gem Nos.1432-1435 contained &
serizl called "Mystery Mill", but here asgein I'm not sure whethex
it's a reprint or not; if it is, I'm elmost certain it's from
N.L. 1st ¥.S. Fo.102 "The Mystery of the Poisoned River". Finslly
we came to "The Black Hand at St.Frenks". This serial was
original and ran from No.1436 to No.1448. And with this latter
number the lest original St. Franks yarn ever to be written by
E.S.B, finished. An ingloricus finale to a grand paper.

And 80 to our regular features, the series and the titles.
Just to relieve the monotony, let's have things the other way

0]




way round this month. First, then, the titles.

0.S. No. 211, The Trapping of Starke; 212, The Prefect’s
Revenges 213, The Schoolboy Adventurers; 214, North Africen
skies; 215, Into the Arid Desert; 216, The Treasure of El
sefre; 217, The River of Fire; 218, Castewsy Islend; 219, The
Prisoners of the Cavern; 220, The See of Doom; 221, Alexis the
Mysterious; 222, The Grest Fire at St. Franks; 223, St. Franks
in London; 224, The Yellow Band; 225, Sir Monty's Ordeal;

226, The Mystery of Reed's Wharf; 227, The Hsunted School;

228, The Fat Boy of St. Frenks(intro. Fatty Little); 229, Back td
the 0ld School; 210, The Sack for Nelson Lee.

and now the series:
1st N.S, Nos. 26-33, St. Franks on its Homour; 34-43 Northestris
Series (note 54 & 35 Christmss at Handforth Towers); 44-50, The
Great Flood st St. Franks; 51-54, The Funk of St. Franks;
(intro. Harry Gresham). 55-60, The Fresh Air Friends;

61-67, Congo Adventure; 68-T1, The Feud between the Remove and
Fourth (No.71 Bernerd Forrest expelled); T72-75, Intro. hlan
Castleton (Note: 4 series featuring Castleton's twin brother
appeered in the "Gem" st the same time); T76~79, The "Death” of
Walter Church; 80-81, Lrmistice Dey and St. Franks in Flanders.
Blékiena (Contiméd from p. 231)
Blske is_get.a rather.ticklish oroblem which haj. as.so.often beq
fore, baffled the Yerd. Pedro wes wli to the fore in this non-
war-action war story. The part played by chemistry in the first
World War was perhaps not so great as in the one receritly ended,
but nevertheless it did play a somewhat importsnt part, especisl]
on the German side of the femce. In U.J. Fo.655 we were treated
to 8 story celled "The Affair Of The Dutch Merchant" by Lewis Ja4
son end festuring that emazing charscter Leon Kestrel who was
mixed up in matters of national importence. In the Germsn mind
Britain shuffled sleepily along the path of progress hindered
drugged by the bickering of en antiquated coterie of legal g:ibh-
lers, while the master race, in the venguard, sed wi
clear insight the true position of the chemist in the world's
affeirs. Blske, heving studied chemistry intently was the man t
solve the cese of the mobilised chemists so it seems, for be
‘brought & rather unique case to & suscessful conclusion and it
8ti1] makes me sit beck and think. It wes 80 different ea
this last war after all, Shades of "The Smell Back Roca".

{2y 2 ptedt ) (Blekians comtd p.220)
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That Certein Liveliness Contirnuesl

Dear Bditor, London, July 4, 1949.
I am very eorry if my remarks re Mr. Chapman have
not met with spproval from certain members of the clan. But I
feil to understand Mr. Fayne's reproof, after his Anmal article
when he stated that Warwick Reynolds' Christmas cover design was
whideous”. Surely it is worse to criticise the work of an artigt
deed than cme who is still slive. Nevertheless, if I have offended
certain members, I stend corrected. My humble apologies,gentlemer

-

ROBERT H.
And A Champion for Chapman
484, Springburn Road,
Glasgow, N. 6/7/49.

Dear Editor,

The July C.D. is a grand mmber and my preliminary
ekim-through confirms your own opinion of its umdoubted liveli-
pess. Mr. Fayne puts in a word for Chspmen. EmIJmpstmdg!lt
into the srens and would fain let the wind of my displeasure
ruffle your editoriel calm, if T cen get ewsy with mixed metaphog.
Chepmen and Greyfriers, MecDonald snd St. Jim's: these scem to
me to be inseparsble peirs like Heloise end Abelard or tripe eamd
onions. If you want stolid and meticulous accurscy in your
11lustrations, then Chepman is not the one for you. You cen get
that kind of thing in the disgrams of Euclid end who wants to
lock at them? Chepman's drawings remind me of that poem of
Herriock's beginning "a sweet disorder in the dress". Awsy with
your circles, streight lines and isosceles triangles. Let me haye
a flexible outline indicative of life: and Chspman has thie in
full measure. Heve you ever noticed his beckgrounda? A stile with
s distant wood end stresam the front of a country inn: the cormex
of & cottage: all little gems of artistry. And heve a look at
his drewings of various parts of Greyfriars in the Eolidsy Anmmals.
The main entrance, the cloisters and Big Side: they carmot be
bettered. Oh yes, give me Chapmen every time.

I hed an interesting letter from Frank Richards the other
mm:gp]qtothsmteIamtmmpnisa of the new Tom Meryy
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bock. Thdat wes & rattling good story and I can't ssy how much I
looking forwerd to the others which are to follow.
With keen anticipation of ocur future correspondence,
Yours very sincerely,
ROBERT WILSON.

My Wordl This is Interestingl
4, Dixon Road, South Norwoed,

London, S.E. 25.
Sth July, 1949.

Thenk you for Fo.31 of the most welicome ",
A very bright number indeed.

I wes interested in Mr. Medcraft's letter about the originall
illustrator of the Billy Bunter staries.

Hutton Mitchell wes the first ertist to illustrate these
stories and he thus hes the credit of first portraying Billy
Punter. I remember it well. Mitchell could have had the job
indefinitely but he was slweys behind with his drewings and at
length the editer just could not stand the delsys eny longer.
HMitchell wea a very swifi worker and could desh off & set of pen
end ink drawings in jig-time, but he would not start work until
the very lest moment — snd sometimes after. A man of considersfle
erudition, & brillisnt conversationalist, a painter and s moveligt
who wrote at least one novel, he just would mot get down to the
steady grind demended by the A.P. So somebody else took om the
job of illustreting the Megnet.

I have been waiting for somebody to mention Mitchell, whom
I knew well.

I enclose stemps for the mmber for which, agein, meny

hanks. All my sal .

Désr ¥ . Leckenby,

Yours ever,
HUGH W. FENHELL.

Choice Esster Eggs!

Dear Herbert Leckemby,
I won't tell you how much I have enjoyed
the C.D., or you will think I have taken to flettering editors!
I have just written "Trouble for Three", which is s Felgate
story for the new periodicel which will be coming elong some timg
Now I am buay on "Billy Bunter Among the Cermibals", which will 1§
_published next Esstar. Just writing the last chepter thereof .

June 22nd, 1949.

.
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More power to your elbow, my dear boy, snd wider and wider
sirculstion to that most excellent and unequalled of magazines,
the C.D.

With kind regerds, Always yours,
FRANK RICHARDS.

July 8th, 1949.

Many thanks for the July C.D. and for your
letter therewith. Yes, amnother Bunter book is now complete, and
Frank Richards is busy at the present moment on "Billy Bunter's
Benefit", which will most likely be published along with the
Cannibal story next Baster. Our old friend Wibley comes to the
| fore in this story.

Kindest regards, Always yours sincerely,
FR:NK RICHARDS.

Dear Herbert lLeckenby,

Fresh Fields for C.D.

University of California,
The University ILibrary,
Los Angeles 24, Califormia,
June 10, 1949.

Dear Mr. Leckenby,

I would appreciate it very much if you could
tell me if we could purchase the back file of your COLLECTORS!
DIGEST end whether we could subscribe to it currently. I will
look forward to your edvice with much interest.

Yours truly,
ROBERT VOSPER,
Assistant Librarian.

Another Populer Author Writes

Dear Mr. Leckenby,
Many thanks, for sending me the current issue
of the Collector's Digest which I found most interesting. I was
nearly writing to you et the time of the brosdcest which I felt
would be just up your street, but on hearing it, I was, like you,
greatly diseppointed. I feel they had to cover too much ground;
that it would heve been better to have started just before the
twrn of the century end carried on up to about twenty years ego,
a period in which, I feel, journslism for boys was in its hey d&yl-
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I met Staniforth on a few occasions, but I went to
Pearson's to be sub on the shortly before the publice-
tion of their mew paper for ’ Leader, so the trip wp
the river was before my time.

No, I was not R. L. Hadfield. I have an idea I wrote ome
or two Sexton Blake's in the days when they were unsigned, and
then when, as your contributor mentions, grester stress was laid
on actusl detective work, I did seversl. The "Bleke" msn
I knew at all well was Normen Goddard (lhrknsrrm;. He waa

my chief on the 0ld Pemmy Illustrated Peper et ome time, and wes
Xilled in the first World Wer. He introduced the character of

P.C. Spearing into the stories.

1 am enclosing a cutting from last week's Eent Messenger
which I thought might interest you. .

With remewed thanks for the interosting smd well-done peper,
and 211 good wishes,

Yours sincerely,
C. MALCOLM HINCES.

(It will be noticed that Mr, Hincks' reference to
Mark Derren supports our commente on him in theniuthors' Who's
Who" in the lsst Anmusl, - H.L.)

WANTED: Nelson Lee(old series) 17, 30, 78, 107, 114, 120, 352,
396, 470. Gem 1351, 1420, 1423, 1425, 1444. Boys' Reelm
(new series) 38, 39, 44. 91, 92, 127, 139, 323 to 33l.
Schoolboy's Owa Lib, 4. Boy's Friend Iib. (o0ld series) 514.
Marvel, volume One (1894). Burrow, Albert Sgueare, Yeadon,
Leeds.

WANTED: Helson Leea No.5, 453, 476, 500, 412, 328-334; 357.
Chums for sele. L. M. illen, 3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffield 7.




All Corr to
H.M.Bond, 10 Erw " 3 Cardiff

THE ROUND TABLE

August 1949

The hesdquarters of Blakiens hss had what one might call a
"windfell®. I heve just come into possession of a collection of
UNION JACES and S.B.Ls thet would meke the mouth of any Blake
collector water. And just imagine, this wonderfully preserved
collection of same 600 copies ceme to me all the wey from & fellof
collector in the U.S.A. Never in my wildest dreams did I expect
to rope in some much wanted issues fcom the other side of the "popd”
It does, however, only go to show th. widespread fame of our
favourite sleuth, for it is very obvious that my tramsatlantic
colleague is #8 keen 28 I em to complete his collection of favour)
ite Blake stories. I mention this bit of news st the start of my|
editorisl feature in order to draw vour sttemtion to the advertish—
ment in this issue of the C.D. The books and papers for ssle arel
those duplicates that I have thus soquired and I expect there are
quite a rumber of readers who will wish to take this unique oppoxf-
tunity of edding to their own little stock., I =dvise sll who ard
interested to let me have their wents without delsy. I have pur-
posely split the collection up into yeers end think that this
method of dispossl will be more acceptable to the average collec-
tor who wishes to fill in gesps. Detsils of the mumbers aveilsblg
will be sent to anyome esking for seme but I must point out that
delay in ordering might mean a dissppointment, for I shall accepH

L.y
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orders in a;ri.et rotetion. So order YOUR requirements now ;e casqg
you are t6.1stel

Some ‘weeks ago I discovered the address of Ir.mthw Porsond
who is a grest favourite amongst ourrent Blake fams, and wréte hin
et some length. A few days ago I was delighted to have sireply
from him in very cordiel terms. I am nmot et liberty to publish
hies remarks et the moment but hope to be eble to let you ell have
some intoresting information ere long.

So fer only two Blskisns heve let me know their favourite
stories in the Bleke ssga, As you know, this information is re-
quired for the welcome newoomer to our circle, Mr. John Drummond.
I sgein ssk ALL readers to lat me have their idea of the best Bl
story they have ever resd, Anywey, for the bemefit of Mr.Drummond
end any other reader who might be interested, here are the ideas
received up to the time of writing. (o) from Mr. Johm Gocher Jnr
of Sudbury. He thinks the following two stories are unsurpessed
glthough there are seversl others he has enjoyed tremendously.
{1) "The Crime On The Hesth" by C. Vernon Frost and (2) "The Case
Of The Murdered Caretaker” by Clifford Gotes.

(b) from Mr. Rex Dolphin of Amersham. He cennot narrow his seleo-
tion down to less than five yarns with three close seconds. He
reslly favours the whole Confederstion series (the originel series
but es eingle stories ere demanded his selection is as follows:
1) "The Men I Killed" (Hardinge) (2) Riders Of The Sends’
Quiroule), (52 The White Salute (Skene), (4) The Victim Of Black
Megic (Teed), {5) The Broken Melody (Skenez The three near fovod
ites ere (1) Suspended From Duty (Evans), (2) Carmation Wreath
Mystery (Hincks) and (3) The Place Of Fire (Heyter). Rex thinks
thet & symposium of resders' idess on this subject would be very
intereating, and I egree. So pleese let me have YOUR idess.

In conclusion I would like to thank all those reeders who
sent me information re the S.B.L. 1lst Series required for the
forthcoming list publication.

Cheerio for now,
H. MAURICE BOND.

BLAKE — HIS EARLYER DAYS AND CHRONICLERS
Part I1

by Welter Webd

The policy of enorymi: rwnrted to the foll waek
when a ynprg oﬂl "chupi.g Of The Charmel" wes lm. At
time there were attempts eine nade to ad.ln

English “’T
Chennel, Csptein Webb's success so doing heving spurred on
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[others of both sexes to try snd emmlste his fest. It is interest:
to recall that in the "Skipper's" Weekly Chst pags at the end of
the preceding issue, the editor gave a list of adne hopeful asp:
ants, et the head of which was the neme of Amette Kellerman whom
he described =s "sdmirably suited by nature for the tesk she has
¢aken in hand, mamtmtm.dmlotamtmmdn
half years of sge”. It mey be remembered that on the strength
her swimming prowess, Ammette Kellerman hsd & brief career on the
screen, btut, unlike Esther Williams in thia modern sge, she 4id
not meet with the seme success cm celluloid that she did in the
water, snd soon faded out.

b Of The Chaxmel® I have traced as being by that age
[ays' sports story writer Arthur S. Hardy. Even at that early
stage in the history of the Union Jack, Hardy was no newoomer — I
have records of his stories wey back in 1890, which spesks highly
for his staying powers when it is recollected that he was writing
for "Detective Weekly" in 1935 — forty-five yesrs lster!
Returning to tha subjeoct on the policy of enomymity, it is
interesting to record that ome story, the first early revival of
Blake stories, "Sexton Bleke's Triumph", hed the names of two
esuthore atteched to it, An snnouncement in the previous issue
stated that the story was the conoeption of Alec G. Pearson; but
when it sppesred during the following week Arnold Davie was sgain|
‘i.v-nuthamofthemthnr.

When the second of the revival stories wes published -
wCunning Ageinst Ski11%, Tinker wes already in Blake's employ,
although tnic was the first story in which the famous sssistent
sppeared, The euthor, Herbort Maxwell, explained the situstion
in thio w=y:

Half ualdng up his mind to retire, Sexton Bleke had dismissed
his servents (spperently he was almost surrounded by a small
azmy of them in those far off deys), leaving only Tinker,
whon he had picked up off the streets, a homeless waif, in
nis employ, to lock after his London office whilst he took
one of his pericdic tripa into the country, to seek golitude
end quietness, ewey from the persistent demends by would-be
clients for his service, end the many and varied appesls
for financiel and other aid by others.

In issue No.62 appeered enother Blake ysrn, the tifle of whibh
was "The Mystery Of Hilton Roysl". Armold Davies wes given as the
the suthor, but on this occasion it did not cover the

nane of
fdentity of Alec G. Pmt%.h nded)
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: BLAYE AR® THE FIRST WORLD WAR L gy

' H.M, . -
2

The Amariosn mester-crook Esrs Q. Maitland pgsin came 4o the
fore in 2 spy story entitled "The Cese Of The Agent From Austrie®
in U.J. Ho.600 snd this was immediately followsd by "An Officer
and A Gentlemas" (601). ¥o,602 told s very interesting story of of
mey who ceme over to Eogland with the Cenedien Contingent and of

the peculiar situstions brought ebout by & curious mixed identity,|’

It woe oslled "The Cese Of The Cenadien Brothers® and Bloke end

Tinker soon wnrcvelled tha tengle. GSoms wedks later Bloke wee in-
volved in 8 o-ime in s barvecks. “The Clue Of The Rheld (loth"

rether expleins itself. (Ses No.610), Frobebly Blake wes nsver inf
such denger 2o in the nex% story in Fo.61l. "His German Brother" o
When Britein Fought For Right" is s story thot simply cozes pot—
riotiam. The greet detectivs visited the ovemes of setion ir "Murkay
in "Tthe Prisoner Of The Derdenelles™ (617} and begame & bt aof on

cutlew in tha very mext yorn. "Cuitside The Three Mile Limit" in
whick he egein rets out to cutwit the Germems et see. fgrin & trd:
sbroed in 621. Ttely this timo in ™he Vengesnce Of The Bleck Hory

& atoxy of the infamous seoret soolety which terrorised thet country

during the war. The next war story wos mild in comperisom, althow
“The ¥en Who Made Gobd" or "A Soldier's Atomement" wea definitely
wer story in which Rleke played e most important part. (Bo.628).
Spiee agmin to the fore in No.634. "In The Heert Of Lopdon"
went on which geve Bleke plenty of acope for his tslents end this
proved to be & most axoiting story of esplonsge in the grest me
polis. Yot enother angle of war wos epperent in the naxt resl B
war story in Bo.638 entitled "The Cese Of The Priscner Of Way". Th
Cover of U.J. Ho.643 showed e background of London by night with
the searchlighte in full setion. “In Darkest London™ proved to be
& most exoiting war yarn without even leaving the oity. (Fo.643).
In No.645 Bleke has o real teak to perform for me the title sugger
ted ha reslly wos "On War Servioe™ end the story, which was set in
Belgium was probably the most cxoiting wer story of the year, 1916
It was certainly Bleke's most exciting case for thet yesr. The
story of the alsuth's Seoret Mission wes very interesting - in
foot it etill ia demplte the years thet have passed sipee. ®The
Cane Of The Missing Alrmen™ (646) wes enothor story set in "the
:ﬂyo&:;':‘;auugf_t-n tho Germens fondly bolioved wes the
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