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This ie the firet post-war 
isaua of Tom Me~s Annual. 
We feel. confiden t t i t will 
find s ste'zt , epeci.l\l pl.ace 1n 
the affections of boys a ll ove r 
the Englieh-epea.lc:1D8 wor l d 

Al l our ol d :i'rienda are 
here - Tom Merry and hi,e ch\ullll 
of st. Jim' e - Jimmy Silver of 
Roo]i:wood - ~ Compton & Co. 
of Oarcro f t Sohool , not fo r ge t­
ting our 11\t old friend Turkey 
Tuck. 

TOH MERRY'S 
-ANNUAL-

In addition to these old 11\vouritee, the Annual 
contains thie year some exciting new features - The 
story of the F .A. Cup - an e:xci ting article on motor 
racing , and anothe r on Spfeedwey, by llf\eil Storey -
a f!\aci.rlf\ t ing article <n whaling and another on secret 
codes . F:Lnally , there is an enthffllling feature on how 
to im,.ke a small !llld inexpensive l't\di o set, wi t h full 

instructions !Ind liet of components • • 

The Annual is profusely illust.l'flted and has an 
attre.ctive jacket. 

Ready 1n Octobe r · : The Price is an.1.y 7s.6d Net 

It oompr1ses over JOO ,pfiges of stories 11.nd feat­
ures, e.nd at the beginning there is a full-length !QJ!!. 

~ s tory .. 

Obtainable from all bookshops !llld newsagents, or 
from the Publishers (Postage 9d ert :rfl ) 

Mand;ville Publica ti one 
55 Viotoria Street 

London. s. n .1. 
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_]i:di tor, Miaoellaneowi Section 
Herbart LeclamlJJ', Tel"Phon e Exchange, 

c/o c en ual Registry ·, North""'1 c()IIID8.Dd, Yark. 

FROll THE EDlTaR'S CHAIR 

"Th• Edl>cetion of an :iditor", No, tbia does not r<lfer to 
me fo r it'll the title of an article I bne had th e good fortm,e 
to receive~ llr, P. ~on~. firet ...U.tar of "The 
Champ!-" ' . :It hlla ..-t.h1Dc of hll om career r- b1a boJ­
)loocl 1n ]lhod.eaia to tlMI 4q h e reeipe4 frclll ''The Cbupian" • 
I can g1 ve you. rq word it' • I' sr-4, papb.ic, r111QT eto:i::,. mien 
I read it, I ..,... 1n two minda, whether to :run it sa • •"rial. to 
follow th e llaWell Scott Diariee, or whether to resen e it for 
th e .Ammal. I've decided on th e latter, 

I carmot roaiat t ell.SJ>« you. this noor, tbouf!b. There -• 
eomethillg in .llr. Ad.cliDgton S'ymcmda' career es r<9811UO se . .....­
thillg yai, m,q have reed iJl story boon. Aa a -u 'boy airt 
there in Rhodesi a his favourite paper wu th e "llic ~t• . 
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When t en or so h o wrote to th e editor," Arthur Brook e" , actually 
.Arthur C . Mershall, lcindly Christian l'llJltleman and ainc ore st of 
sll t,oye' edi tore. To hia delight the bay got a prompt reply . 
That started • lite-long fri ends hip. The yoare rolled on and 
th e boy from Rhodesia, ink in hie '78ins, found iu-ell et 
i'l ee twa;r Houae. There he "88 give n the job of oreating th e 
"Champion". Re modelled it on his bqJhood fevotlrite the "Big 
Jlwl&Vt", 8IICI he a·Clllg!lt o,zt all the old contributorw to that 
papa:r he poenbly could. And the cl.ilDm; came when "there ant 
hie ~tee to dieC11.as • new s erial - the men he idolued in his 
youth, .l.rllmr llarehall. Tea, tzuth is ae strange and thrilling 
aa !tot.ion. 

How that •t0%7 eppeala to mel Does it not to yao.? -HoUc!e,l llnigue: At the tillle ot writing this, Harry Dowler 
ia spandiJ!g a holidq at tho Anchorage P;-bate BDtel, lliDderwll 
Yorialhire. llh.et iD th6'%'11 unique about that, yr:,a. ~ salt? Jh, 
wall, -you aee what ie now th e Anchorage Hotel W88 once tho home 
of Jt.exwoll Scot t, end there ' a no greeter admirer of t he creator 
ot Jlolaon Lee the Harry Dowler. Ever since h o read "Bird.8 ot 
~ in hie boyhood d871I of long ego he baa colleotod every 
IICr9P of information he cao.ld a bout its author. Jrow he ia 
h.arlng an <aperience he naver clrelllllld of , spont in th e '70ry place 
where '!lirda ot Pr<l7" end ell those other f ascinating st ories 
ware written. Jlore romance in r eal life. Yea, I guess you'll 
agree 1 t ' a e miique, m<marebl e holida,y . 

And he 's promised to tell ue nll about it nan month. 
++++ 

Anticipa t ion : The lest tiJlle the Old Boyer Book Club met 
at Esat DulWich I spoke to the membare there aasEJDbled frcm 200 
mUea """3· 'lhen thq gather there "88in in September, I hope, 
God willillg, to be th- in the fieab . If 81\Ything does crop 

to prennt -• then the 110at imbappy man eliw Will be 
Toure sincarely, 

llEIIBml' w:xEllBY. 

Lest llinute Fleeh: Tbar:i<s to the Qfforte 
e North ern Old Baye• Book Club hea bean fomed, 
the No.,.ocaatrtan Story Paper Collectors• Club . 

J.ucuat 18th. Report in naxt iDsue. 

of J eck Cook 
to b o known ea 
First 1:1.:,eting 



I VISIT i'lWIK RICHlJIDS 

gr Leonerd Peclaaen 

On Satlu'dq Jul;r 301.h I arriwd at Broadatain with Dir 
family for e f ortnight• a holidey. A els,- or eo l ater I wrote to 
Fr8Ilk Richerds esk1.zlg if I ~t PST him e vieit. I wee not 
very optimiotic, f ( ·r, ee moet of ua know, ~· Richerda hea per­
f orce t o l eed e sec l uded life. ICY pl eesure therefore can well 
b e imeg1ned when I reoe i V9d o reply which pointed out " that 1lllCh 
es the Oldest Inheb:l.ten t would lik e to s ee ev eryon e , tlnd littl e 
ea he li.k:ee pl aying the p e..·t of the Invisibl e lien, it oouldn' t 
be done - eepeciBl.],Y in th e holidey eeeaon 1lbea. Dir ld..Dd reeder 
eBGIII =ther Uke th e oyatere in 1.:.lice• - 'Thick end feat thoy 
came s t l est end more and acre end moro ' .• . 11 Howavor, Mr .Rt.oh 
weht on to eey th at he felt en E!ltoeption must be mede for the 
Chairm!m of the O.B.B.Club, end th et he would th erefore alla,r 
him8elf the pleasure of relexing the rule ena 11Q'Qld be pleased t 
s ee me et eight p.m . th e followu,g 'l'uesdtIT (Jn,gu8t 9th ) . 

I IIIWlt confaee t o fo oliDg eomawhst ele ted ·. but rq wire end 
daughter heetanad to d!llllpen ,qr sptii ta b;r pointillg out that I h 
not seen Mr . Rich!!rds z!! end that I ~t be put off at the lea 
minnte. Fortunately nothing lik e this hf'lppened end e f­
ml.mltee bef ore the appointed time found w, wulll:illg down Prrrar 
AT91]Ue un t il we reached ''Rose Lawn". u~re I left rttf foml.l,Y who 
ar,:ez,ged t o mee t me later, on th e oliffe et the bottom of the 
SYeml6 . , 

lfy knock wee answered b;r th e ch ermlng young l ady- who gw,rds 
the port als end who esc orted mo into the rooc where I found 
•Our Chief• eeated in hie a:rmchsir dreeeed end looldllg juat es 
he did three yeua ago 1lh8ll hie photogreph was taken for 
"Pictur<> Poat" . 

I hardly knew ha,r to begin and a eid that I felt literally 
juolt ea a R-,vtte would f eel upon anteri.ng Dr • .Loolca'• eanctum . 
wt with e mueicoJ. 11 ttl e chw:ltl e lilr. Richllrds soon put me ot 
rqeeae. 

}(J' Dart problem wee how I should eddreae him, b;r hi• real 
DD111e or hie 'adopted' one? To this he replied, "Cell ""' hlmk " • 

a, uf courae , I could DOt do , but a eeii,g that he bad Prank 
chards in mind I aa14 I wttald malr.e it Mr. Richard.a, end 
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... Jtiahe:rda it ... 
Dur1llg \ha ooarN of cozneraeiim,.; anr. · = annn.nt. Gil' oC 

eottee and• c~• I lMl'MCI. e lD~of ihtereatq- dndla 

-4 • I Nllq repreec~ llll lllml.tamam, hen fa U.. pio 

.. u-. 
s .. ted. oppoeit e 1:1e, wUh tboee niil'ble fil:lcer9 ; u..t p1.q oa. 

~· lt41119 of hie belond tn,.-n. ta f'1l.l.1J!C Ma }!ii,• fraa tba 

'°'beOCO jar cloee ~, ha told. • ~ ha .... miabl.e to 1-n 

ih• ia-a en ecoount of hie 'bad. lee, al tboQCll ha . - ellt. to 

11peDA e whil e in the prd.811, 

In Illa ohaarhl. ~ ...,. lllt • . lliamru mil. : tilat: ~ 

1, ~fit•• ml ia 11pU• fit tcl.llig apt-,.•-_.._, 
~ Id• W-,.ter ea e 'boT with e na,r b1070le •. 

I ulm4 Ida ..._t be oan11148nd. ~ Mt lllpe~ (• l Ila 

'° e1dl IUI pnmpt)T npliecl 'Tu CbUm Seri•' (~ ... a 

.-z,iN of -.1n -1Dg with -11.r 117' "Tbe , lllllac. '­

~ WIIIII") • 

.. -.t q,aeatiOIL 4-lt with the W. .ha _.111,Auatdia 

1'v - d.eolan4 in 1914. I Mbd. Kr . Richard.a :bolr, ha ..._.a 

to pt ht. eiariae to Lond.on, 8°' with .a am.la on hfa no.. llla 

11ia1tle ~ 'buq epin in the tobecoo j~ . he eett'Ied -* b 

u,. ohe1r and nid that attar 'baiJlg ~. each . etory -

to :London in two part•, and then, in read.niecen t mood ha 1'814 lla 

,..._bared one perticulor at oJ:'J' o'bout e Zeppelin, . th e eeccm4 

ot whioh arrifld heN befoN the tint 8Jld wee pll8llad 117 t:i. 

fer,&Ul 0-. 11 L -

1'eppillg on hi s metal asli bowl wbich, i.iJcidimtall;r • a.nm -

a ,ore ._er be required the e-rnoee of hill houHbeper- 9 

a,. Jtioharde inf ormed me that Bill;r Bunte r wee •ctuallT 'bam Js 

18" 11.at not pro'fiDg popular wee pt into col d.· storep until h 

Mepet wae launched in 1906, then he et once bee- & -· 

Jc, nan qu es tion ..... did he th1nlc th11r11 ..,.. src,- poellilm 

of Ow1m Cmiqwiet wr1 t ing e Rcoltwood ltOEJ' on the lil,ee of 1ile 

G~ and St, Ji.9'• 'boaDd boob, . T.:,e nt>l:f·wu. tut 

-0.-- 11114. alreeq 'bee apgroNbecl. w11;b, & -.US · to: wri:t.tll& ..... 

mJi' .-u.oa .. • to 11118th- lidiQt tllq- -- .. 

_...., ml .. (11191 ~ u ~clGlabtltal!. allam. ~ 

~ ~ 
flawn __ _ 4_-'_«_•_. ____________ _ 



lolr. Richarda ,rent on to •113' that •°""' "Cazoroft" atorieo h o 
voto early in the ,..,.. rill b o publiabed b,y "l!aDderllle Publlca­
tiODB" es soon ea auttioient paper becomes enileble. 

Iii)' Daxt qu estion waa in regard t o tho poaaibili tT of 
Mr. Richerds' out obi Oj!rBpbJ being published. Tho :reply W88 the 
ther e is a poeaibili t)' thet one dey, ri th certain rerl s iODS from 
tho original IIIBDWICript, this rill be publiabed. To thia : I 
ech oed th e thought iD ell our heorta b,y eoyi.Dg I hoped it ,rould 
be SOOD~ 

I l ea rned that Frank Richerda ...... ebout ai%t een when be 
wrote his first stor, (1890 ) , mid ageiD in reminiscent mood be 
eeid that he OODllidared Cll8 of hie beet etoriee ,rae "nu« Criclt 
'llhich ren 88 a s erisl iD the "Boy• Realm'' in 1906 ( illustrated 
b,y Briao oe) , but th e star, Wll8 ruined when reprinted in en 
abridged f orm at o leter dete in the "Boys Friend }d. LibrarT''. 

It "11;8 then that I woe told something 1rhich "111 mlllce all 
collect ors ,reap, for 1 t sppcera that aume time ego duri.ug s : 
aelvsge drive, llr. Richsrds got rid of' ebout 500 gre,an ld. 
"l!OJ'• Frienda" , about 1000 GQIIIB end a similar amzibor of Ml!gDete. 
Tho ,reigbt ,be reckcns, 1rlla cl os e on halt e huadr8<hreicbt t I did 
not •"7 so, but I th vugbt it oal,y h<> realieed ho,r eegerly these 
papers 8 re sought ef'terl Whet vaadaliem! 

Llr. Richerds did not like the ides of such h.i&b pricea be 
asked sad ott e r ed for the old pspare, but when I p ointed out 
th.et collectors peid me.n;y pOUllda t or . s little postage steq,, h o 
sS'8 1113 point. 

I spoke of th e llllppinesa he hes brought to ao J1JLJD;f thouaa 
of' boy& end girls, - yea, end to edul ta e le o - throUj!hDOlt ell 
thoae 7es.r., et 11bich e placid amUe at olo oTar hie ldndl3" teoo, 
Md h e nodded, aqillg aoftly, "Yee, I tb1nlc I hz?T11. Do 7au. 
lmow ho1r =z,;y JIBB=ta alone ware printlld 1n ite '3 7eara car eer? 
l'iTe hundred millianll" 

"11 this 1a only one pepar I le!!Te our rea ders t o 1r0rl< ou.t 
at&Uetica ot the totel numbe:r of bool<a and atori,.. hie ,rriti>lp 
oover1 .But time 1'88 pesa1ng ell too quiol<l7. I ID<llltioned the 
"IT wUe Bild daQgbtar ,rare ""'1t1ng far me, at which llr. Riohlll'da 
c,:preaaed II ,rieh to 8"8 them. I heatmed to the bottOII of the 
~ ~ thaach et first they th ~ugbt I ,rsa jold.ng, thq re 
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r.t,' dsughtar wee thrillod, for sho (egod 1~ ), will hBVe 
something to remember in the .,-c~rs t o come . And aped< ing of · 
.,-eers, some hove peseed vory quickly for Frenk Richerds, fen,, 
pointing t o e picture of his ni ec e tel<~n os o U ttle girl, he 
as id, "Yea terdey she wes pl eying on the sends end todllr she ia 
e grown up woman of tlrent)' 1 

Ho., time Oi ee , end don't we Her:dlt oniens know i t! 

To crown lf1/I eve !li.ng• s he ppinesa J,!r. Rich~rds pr es en te d me 
w:i th s larg e phot ograph of himself which ho aut ogreph s:d end 
wiJ rh .. ,a.a u:;w be&."1 ! .L•emed and r eposes en rzy si tt) ng- room side ­
bo !lid , 

The time had now come to eey goodb;ye end 118 the door of 
"Rose T,cvm" ol oeed qui e tlT behind us, it ffll8 with e f eeling of 
gr oa t nopp in es s t b.st we made our vr.,y bock t o Br oadst airs. 

Thus "1¥ br ie f bu t pl ~ea ant aud memora ble viei t t o 
Frrull< Richards . 

I am 8UI'9 ho w.ih fo rgive me J.f I quote lf1/I deu&)lter' a words 
se we wol.ked al ong , fo r it ech oe e tha t ho\l8h t in us ell, 
"Wbll t s lcind1T, wonderful men." 

God Bleee you, Charlee llllmil ton1 

(Luok;r Lon. - H.L.) 

W.6lffED lJRGrnTLY: All beck numb~ra of Coll ect ors • Digest1 
l!.lso Annullls. Williem Martin, 9} Hillsid e, St onebridgo Perk , 
London, N.111.10. 

AN INElCPEliSIVE ROBBY: Co llect sp ecim en numbers of Vict oriDn 
boys• papers . I c s n supply Boys of England, Boys Standard , 
Boys Comic J ournsl, Boye of Empire, Young Eng lishmen, Boye Worl d 
Black Be es, Black l!iglnreyme n, Swee ney Todd, Blu esldn, Tyburn 
Di ck, Chillg~hlng, Herksway end hwidreds core , 6/6 per dczen. 
MedcJ:e.ft, 64, ~/oo ll·..nd.s Road , Ilf c .t·d. 

'IIANTEDt Aldin e Public otione, TUrpine, Duvs ls, Robin Heed s, 
~ E. R. Lundy , 4 Nuneaton Roed , Dogenhem , Ess&J:. 

:,al. SALE: "Billy Bunter's Bonk-note"; "Billy Banter•a Berri.Dg 
"Billy Bunt&r in Br azil". What off era? T. \I . Puclcrin, 

ood Middl esb Yorksh i re. 
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( llffi'E: Herc • s e clll:nge; aomctlling eb vut " pape r which h rd 
quit~ a d"c"" t run, y e t somehow s e l dom g<-ia tha lim e li.;ht.- H. L 

THE "BO'(~ 1.U.G.:.ZINE" 

B.y Wilfred Dor:'lin 

Th o littl e pep" r with th e pink covo r a fomili erly known PS 

"Bey s • Hcg'' wse ote rt ed by E. Hult on & Co . in Febl"\Wry 1922, 

Number 1 woe L~ rI1!f op inion o poor effo rt co!llJ)or ed t o l n t er 
i s su es. It wes e mixtur e of ech ro l, det ective end epcrt. 
J ohn Bunt er c ontributed e rethar CP.nt os ti c s e ri a l s t ory t>o it, 
en t1 tl od "Th e lJ.1ro of the Lost Lend" • Tllis wee th e first of 
wey such yarns th c t J ohn Bunt e r wrot e f or Boye• iilcg ?zin e • 
.:.pert fr<:>m this typtt he e ls o turn &d out one or tw,, g ood on ce 
dea ling with f oo tb ~ll. Oth or eurl e le wor e writt en by 
H. Wedgwood BCl fi c ld, Michea l Poo l e , Brien Cemcron , 'V.B. Bame 
G, 11 and Edwy Se a rl es Br ooial • . The l e tter autho r {f amous f or 
hie at uri ea of St . Fr anks 1n th a Nule on Lee Library ) , introduc 
Fr ""'lillln, Herl,y end IUllla, be tt e r known oe "The Fi:rm" ot 
Ccatleto n Sch oo l. Ho t ook th eeo end oth e r sch oo lboy cherect 
t o th e planet Venus 1n e s t ory en titl ed "Th o Plan et Sch oo lboys" 
They trPv e lled t o the whi t o plenet in e marvel ous sp eoe ship 
inv ent ed by Pr uf ee eur Ruxloy Drew, en eminent sci entist end 
r elet iv e of on e c f th e Cestl e t on boys. H~r • they discov er ed 
OJOCnget oth er strongo things e wond erful city inhBbit ed by o 
rece of winged b e ings end rul ed over by Huds on Zoff, en Amoric 
who hed len ded th ore ~ yu ere b ef ore in o projectil e . 

Ev~ry kin d of o y rrn s eemed t o find a pl Pce in Boys' 
NDgaan e. Th ~re wer e detective st ories, sch oo l st ori e s end 
'iloetern st ori es . Th~r e w~r o al so t ol e s obout highlmy,,,en end 
oth ore of hist oric a l int e reet . Dick Turpin end Re-bin Hood 
wor e r a r eq absent from its pP.ges . Th e fa mous h18ffl'eym,,n 
e speci a lly woe e firm fmrourit e ~f millo 1n th ose days a s he mus 
hav<> been of ev&ry other Boys• Meg re oder. A Chrill'tmes Number 
WEB nev ~r complete with out this col ourful charact er. He usual 
epp .:ored Ln th e cover respl end ent 1n scarlet co1>t end three­
coz,, ered ho t under such t1 tl es 011 "Dick Turpin on the Ummted 
Highway", or "Dick Turpin end the Christmas Coach . Other yo 
of o VB8tq diff e rent typ e a ls o b.ed e p l ac e in thes e specia l 
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Cbrl11tml!a ~umbore. Ono in ps rUcular I remamber in 1926, was 

e detecthe et or,' entitled "Th e Gb011t of Jleraklo 'l'oware". 'l'bis 

ye:rll contoined e ll th e usuel ingredients of the ~et!!l88 ghost 

et or:, eucb .. eecret tro,p doore, undurgrcw>d pesugea, ghoetl;r 

11ppari tiona eto. ]!Qt aport f'raD ill theee neceeeariea it alao 

manileeted tho U\18 spirit of Chrietmu. Here oa followa is e 

... .,.,onablo 1,1 t f:r<:C the !int alwpter. 

" Sir Rl>dolph Mrrat on stared """""~ throuBb the dim lit 

Ubre.r7, hi1 fine old face diatortod. Olltaide the mow "911 

coming down in heov !lel<88 end the moon 11 t the qw,1nt old pile 

of KDraton 'l'uwen 1li th i te winding turret. Mid tall spire -

l1 t ii 1n ell the IDlljHt y of ite tJfJDWT llllmtle. Yet 1f the eoGD ~ 

was typical of th e old -f .,abioned Cbri e-. Card - there wee II 

ead end ·~ •iind abr oad. It aioened eeriely through th e old 

Towen end the windon long llinoe out of repair aboolt end 

rattled. Old Sir Rw:lolph llentcm gripped the at11111 of hi• wiJw 

gle•• end.,.... - Bho•i•, 

Gbo.teof the Peat l 

Another fine at or:, o f this VP", tholagb not " Chrietmee one 

which app"8Nd e littl e leter....., "'l'be Hooded llonk of Bl~ 

College". Though e ..... u written yarn I found it rather d1a­

appo1Dtug fr om the feet that the gbo•tl;r friar turned out t o 

be only th e ac:hool port...- in Monk's dreH, who wit h a deaire to 
meke e bit of mcney out of income hod kidnapped the Ceptai.n of 

tba ech ool end ,.,,., holding him t o reneome in " v eul t beneath 

th e eoh ool bu1ld1nge, 

'l'he Blw.ay College boys 'llllo epp eared in this end sev era l 

o ther et oriea wOX'Q e many orowd, eep oci e ll;r Scorcher Smith, e 

lad w1 th 118111' brigh t ide ee f or anli•ening the general ataioephon 

ot the achcol. His j epea cm echolara em tel'Chen elilce IDrpt 

the plooe eternsl l;r on 1 t• toea w1 th 11181'rl.ment. 

Another ach oolbo7 ohl'lracter d•erTing of mention was the 

Bl o tt ot Berrief ord . t/1ll1 am Hurl"Y Spencer Bl ott wee e 

sch oo lboy invent or with " genJ.w, for getting himealf int o 

trouble. Michae l Poole, wbo creeted thie nmw,ing fellow, wrote 

e long Dories Dbout him for "Bo),' Megeaine", Thq must h...-e 

pr<.>ved popular with reeden, for 11eme time later •t ~riee ebout 

the Bl o tt ot Borrie! ord were seen on b ·.oketells 1n volume f orm. 



AB a final i t em I "'1Uld lilts t o mention o echool eeriol 

which ran far SOl>e tim e during 1927. Wri t ten by Ceotein Kai th 

Clive, this wae en ti tled "The Outceet of St. llez,ryns"'. It 

told the v<n:7 hUX!len sto ry of e acbolarehip boy end eon of e 

form labourer 1lhu, much e,gainat hi• ach oolfollon • wiahH , wea 

lll8de Coptain of the sohool. How the outoeet proved himllolf 

one of the beet 8Dd oore than wart}o' of hi e poei tion ea eohool 

Ceptein , mede 1.nt eNating end th:ril..11ng reeding. 

mun • 

17Al:Pl'U>: Tho f oll owiilg numbers Nelson Lee old aeries: lo6. 

ll}, 115, ll7, 119, 121, 12}, 124, 126 to 147 inclusivo1 

2}7, 294, }28, }29, }31, }32, 3'4, 3'5, }}6, }57 , }88 , }89 , 487, 

488, 520, 521, 53', 5}?, 5}8 , 5}9. 

Jlleo number of S . 0.L'e and oomplete set of 16:>dorn Boye f or Sele 

or Exchange. E. llcPh &rs on, 80 Benedict Street, Glastonbury, 

Somerset. 

WAm'ED: Sidn97 Drew St ories in Boye • Fri and Libraries }d ond 

~llaey Exoh,mgea. Write Henry J. H. BerUatt, Pau Bill, 

Shipt on Gorge, Bridport, Dorset. 

FOR SALE: 48 mimbars ll~leon Lee Librery, !low series. 

(Jen. 2, 19}2 t <., Feb. 18, 19}} . lfo •e 102, 10}, 105, 109 t o 112, 

115 t o 117, 121 to 124, 127, 120, l} O, l}l, 1}} t o l,S, 140, 

144 to 161. New Serioe (Fe b. 25 t o I.Ser. 25, 193'), No 's 1 t o 

In good condition, 25/- including poetege . Leon Stone, 

Elgin Stro ot, Gord on, N.S .W., Austrelio. 

SPEX:Iiu.LY WA!Pl'ED: ¥ · Gema, }, 5 , 9, 11, }7 , 42. 2d. Gem . 

Ne.. 41 "Ghost- of St . Jim ' s (1908) 5/- each offered or 'rill give 

two copi es for one of ld. Blu<>-eovered Cams, or copy f or copy 

ld. Red-c cvered Magnet f or thee. 
Bcve ld blu e-covered Gems for exchange. .Ueo ld. Plucke, Boys' 

Friend }d Libraries, Aldin os , etc . Men;r other boys' pllp~l'II 

wanted including Jeck North ' s Boye Friend Libs. lat aeries. 

Hevo Onion Jeck Detective Supplement. between lfo'a 2 end 51 . 

~bout }8, Jen . 1926 c.n. Want ed Boye• Friend jd Libs , ,0, }8, 4 , 

59 , 65, 67 , 81, end 125. "1d. Horace Phillip'• sch ool st ories. 

Richard Whorwall, 29 ,l,spindan m,e d, Rctherbithe , London, S . E.16 

Phewl '!lhot e Slump in subs. in .wauet. 
Dr. Hullde:,a, I presume! 



Cond·:Jted by Herb ert .Lecl<enby 

I Told I ou So . In this c o lumn last month Dr . Wils on asked 
e qu esti on concerni-~ an incid ent 1n o "Gem" of long ego . I 
ventured t o suggest t he t John Shew could give me the answer. 
r- o do;ye afte r th e first C .D • e went out I sew among m;t pile of 
mail his temilier bon:hiri t ing. I opened th e l e tter end then 
could not re si st s chuckl e . ~? Well , he r e 's ,m,yl 

Doer Mr. Leckenby , 

4 Brunswick Perk, 
London, S.E.5 . 

Aug. 6th, 1949 . 

The Gem which Dr. Wilson s o ,rell 1'9111ombers is 
No . 279, "Tom Marry's Speciel Numbar . " Levis on 
wrot e tho poem end offered it to Tom Merry f or th e 
"Weekly''. Per hap s th e complete poem would interest 
re aders of the "C .D. 11 Here it is: -

"Kildsre , th e ce pt e in of the coll., 
I s al""111 keen, end never sleeks; 

A eight it is to e oo ){ildere, 
Worm his wey through halves and bec kB, 

And beo t them e ll, ond kick for goel t 

"We 11.lte t o see our skipper bowl; 
ill wicl<ete f e ll when he ia theret 

Sq whet you will, he 's just top-h ole . 
So give e cheer !or old Jrj.ld erol" 



I It will b " obeened that th e lnitiel word& reed, 

"Kildero 1e a worm, end we ell •IIIT eo ." 
Yours very sincerely, John Slllm. 

There's your li tt l e problem set t led , Dr . \lilsan, nil 
pl\t. . 

)Cr COIOllellt laat 111a11th about a teap orery- O~rlan cher,,ct 

wbo grmr older ec6Dle t o heve erouaed e ll ttle curi oei ty . Well, 

it wee llell,y Bun tar. Ho came e t tint 1n thet lOllg eeri ee wb 

thq were about the • ..,. age. 5.- thna y eare later h e c8111G 

age1n - ee a 1118.Ster - end it ft8 than stated he wee a little 

older than Loder. 
On thie occaaion the atarioa war e the wo:rlt of one ot thoe e 

ine!tici811t substitute euthon, and he took it upon himlleli to 

introduce tor th e occasion e "First l' om" when all th e date of 

Grey!riare lll&de it oleer ther e fte no "'2ch thing . 

Stupi d en'<lrs l1kB this remiJrl on o ot ot hers equall:, eill,y 

mede by thoae f all Oft who ba.tted 1n th1nlc1ng it -,, qui tu er.wy 

,o get the Hamilt on touch. For inatonoo, there ""a the one 'llho 

t ol d of D'Arcy slipping ove r t o ~lif!e one attQJ'ZIOOD to 
11%'1"Nlg & e fc otbell or criclcet me~ I f orgot wbich, t or e ll 

the world ea U Highoillf e wna in th o vicinity of 'fey l end. 

Than th ere ftB th e axtreord.inal7 incident of !!!el !fo.545, 

"Tho Sll7l oclt of the Second". Bure the first chepto r """ h eeded 

"At il)'l combe SUtion", and th e taxt went on t o describe o ecane 

th&re . To cro1'I1 e ll, C. H. Ch.• = ,1r.,... tho cover picture -

the stati on pl atf orm with "R7l combe" pro cin ent l7 d1apleyed in 

the beclcgrow>d. In thi s ln s tanos it""" shuor carelee11?1ees, 

fo r thi s subetitute , who was al.so edito r et th e timo, had et 

l eest a lcnowled89 ot G~riare. 
It occurs t o me it " .:iuldn' t be 11 bed i dea il one of our 

hiet ori ene got t CJOt har e rec ord of ell th eee ridiculous orrore 

perpe trated by tll oe e subati tute writer& 1n th" Gen and llngnet . 

Leet mon th -.hen I apou ebou.t Toft'7 LlOW8lly11 & Co ., 

md th e <:th er Bill)" Bunter, I aeid I couldn 't rem ember tha n=e 

or tho sch t ol. I ha:n 3ut !GUiid it wee Blacll:minat er. 

Bl ockminsto rl G~risre l rather ourioaa, thet . 

...nd now Lan Paeban ccaea ru.ong with en intereetiJIB :NOOOrd 

of insteneea where , 1n the !Jegnat, the .... ., title ...,. uaed twic 

thric e , and """• 1n one inetsnce, t our tim8e . I t' e t oo long 



to publish ct one go , so we'll leA•e some ovur until next month. 

\Vile t lieu me is bow 1 t woe oompiled. I cen only ssSUC!a all 

the 1683 st orie s •~re errang8d in alphabetical order. JJ.n;ywey, 

th:is is what live...rire Len eqe. 

During the course of the "Ju,gnet • a" l o:ag coreer 1 t wee only 

na turel that certain ti tlee would be d\lpllcsted, but the total 

,mmber is rather surprising. 
For tbs benefit of those who llr8 interested, the foll owing 

en,,lyah •bows the Title, llw:>ber of ti.mee dupl1c11ted end Serial 

nwaber . 
U, for purposes of comparison, 1J1Y list of daplic eted "Get1" 

ti tlee end list of ti tl eo appearing in both the " l!llgnet" end 

"Gem" 1a of lltlfficiont interest to "8'!:1111 tcnio" I aball be ple88 

to supply the dete.ils. 

B1117 Bunter•a Bsrgain . 
Billy Bunter's Bolt. 
Billy Bunt er•• Btinl<. 
B1117 Bunter• a Hiit Trick. 

Billy Bunter's u,.clt. 
BillJ' Bunter• a T/indfBll. 

Bl e ck Megic . 
Bl8clmail. 
Bob Cherry• a Secret • 
Brevo Bunter. 
aunter co~es to Ste,y . 
auntar the Ventriloquist . 
auntar• a Bi& Bluff. 
Bunter's Lat est . 
D<>11D on Bia ~. 
D=ed Ou.t of Greyfriera. 
Foes of th~ R ... ovo. 
Foos of the Sixth. 
Fool'• welt. 
FootbaU. :Po .. , 
Friendaor Foes. 
Herry 'llherton • a Downfall . 

Herr,- 'li'herton • a EoalllY. 
Hol<lii>g the Port , 

!
(~} 
2) 
2) 
2) 
2) 

~l 
2) 

~l 

l! 
l(!! 3) 
(2) 

Leonerd Pockmen. 

1221, 1281, 1659, 
449, 916, 
1206, 1482. 
1226, 1326. 
701, 1069. 
87, 1532. 
1050, 1305. 
11.n. 1450. 
266, 6n. 
754, 1016. 
1066, 1141, 
1328, 1369, 
1072, 1316, 1564. 
526 , 787, 
226, 1256, 1406. 
253 , 856. 
586, '1240. 
417, 1212. 
1134, 1407, 1630. 
192, 1448, 
113, 881. 
170, 885, 1257, 
1063, 1261, 1424. 
227, 1513. 



l!Unted Down 
In Borrowed Plumee. 
Loder• s Luck. 
p0or Old Bunter. 
llivnls of the 11 ... on . !ii 2) 

1009, 1089, 1402. 
304, 656, 751, lo66. 
583, 658. 
UC>, 896. 
1, 1423. 

( continued) 

Well, before I write &rt:f more Homiltonie, I hope to hsve 

tslJ<ed quite a l ot of it down 1n London Town, not only 

Hatidlt oni e , but elso Blsld.8ll8, Pem.r Dresd1'ullt1s, il din eoni e , 

etc . otc . Ther e 's some t alk of an ell-night session. Go on, 

laugh, ladi es . Woll , I ' m Pll f or it, end I deresey I sh ouldn ' t 

even then be silent ove r brealcfaat. So if I'm in good form 

.next raonth 7ou • 11 know th e reeaon wb;r. 

(Nm'E. - Chnrli e Wright hes b een o collect or for ;yeere, but 

this ia bis first articl e . With such e nice touch of humour 

it ' s e pi ty be didn•t start bef ore. llow8ver , better l ate thml 

never , snd 1'hen ,.ou•ve r eed i t 7ou'll be pl eoeed to bDDr ,re 

heve others from him in hlUld. - B.L . ) 

THE TJUGll>Y OF GUSSY'S TOPPERS 

Bz Cherlea 'lfright 

~~~ of~BJ~i"¥8.J~J.. "mte~~'1 o tg ~~f o!~e,..:r'~ 
another? I supp ose t here ere stBtiatici&le who could won: out 

whether t h<(J' woul d str etch from h ~re t o Auetreli e U placed sid e 

bJ aide, but DO doubt thq would neoh e heck of e l ong ft!I • 

I should se.:, that GuaB7 ,..,e th e • tar ouetom er, the pride end j07 

of hie !Jetter. Be probably bought more toppers than an ar,q:r 

of ci t;y macnatee . 

The., f ound their sad end in a Tllriet;y of ws;ya. Ho wea 

butted on t o bi s fnll.en topper on one occeei on b7 e donlta;y, and 

qui t o a faw were ueed far mi>::1Jlg ink, aoot and treacle in f o:r 

use as booby trepa. The lot he s ow of ono wes on We.:,ll!lld plet 

f orm ee bis tr ein a'tesmed out, draped round th e log of the lenq 

PiaiJ>a dter he had tri ed to llboot o go el with it, be l eft 

anothe r stuck on the h oof of e reg1.Dg bw.l, when he aOT8d Wally' 

life once . 
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Bo1111 Trimble bad quite a fon4zuMI• far Cuaq• • toppan for 

woe aa collac:U.cg ~ on the .-roaa oocaaiona whim ha 

tried to tnm.fer hi.• IICbooblete.• -i,lu cnh t o hh om 

poek ote, and th-•~ fi.111.iaed 'lip .,. foot'balle, Cuq oft 

joi,ni.Jlg in, uzunn,re that thq WaN hie oom. 

Once when K.e= was di-.i,deed u e •oft l ooldag new 'b<J7, 
he v= t1ndly picked up Gwl"7'• f ollen topper b7 aticldng the 

fer=l.e o! his umbrella tbroujjb th e Cr<Jlll1 end o:f'faring it to 
h1III on e fork .,. it ware. 9.,..er,,l tiJlee the loather bend inei e 

h!la been lined w1 th inlt which et t ar s while baa trioltl<>d ovar 

hie faoe, giving him • aebrs-lilte oppearsn.ce , and th e number ot 
hi• toppan whiab heve boen tremf omad into bwobiea IIN logion 

...,,..,g::f t~~i~~! ~ ~hr'~d~~~lgt, 
loudly • t t he ~ling of his weistc oot or bnge, a amashad 

topper elft711 aoemed t o l eave him spaaohlaea. Ha nce:rl;r sl 

gaaed at it in "epeeohl eea horror', 

In ar,;r encounter ':latwaen St, Jim'• Md Gordon Gay & Co,, 

it WIIB iDYariab]y good--bJ'e to Gu.aay'e tile, Once when he tri 

t o get int o a p'lllllieher' • office w1 th e formidable omoant of 

IIIBJIW'cript on f"ebione, hie toppe:r - baehad av er his eera 

'tl7 e cocmioeiollaire' a hem-lilte fist. 

Bia lid hea been kn ocked f]Jing from hie oo bl o nut by 

f ootballs, crick et be ll e, mo,,balla, end praotic s ll,y ,;,ve:ry lt1nd 

of mierile from "" appl e t o an egg. 

On one n.... e r to bef org otteu OCCll8ion wbon Cusay ..,... cap t 

of th e l o'fi r sch ool for o week, he atornl;r chided the tbird-f o 

fege on tic.air elovenlilwH, end, led '117 Wal~ D'Aro.T, nin e of 

them promptl:, •=c:,ed themaaJ.vee in Cusay' a c l ot.bee, each cne 

bed e glellllling toppe r more or l eee bolenced on his ears; the:, 

were efterworcie found strewn in the Fourth Form io rmi t ory l1lte 

niJle ooncertinsa , 

One coul d go on for hours on th e sod fnte of Guaay • a llda, 

lou.t in epit<o of it All, the one end only invarlnbl:, turn ed up 

em1liDg nan wealc with o brand new gleaming topper that wea a 

:JOJ' 8Dd • bairuq tar ....ar. 
C!II IIIIJIIIJlallllll lllJlllllO 
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Brighton Meeting . August 2lat. 

Gl ori ous wee t her marked the sec ond emnwl visit of the 
club t o Brighton, end t o t he strains of "Good Old 3uesex by tho 
Sos" e compaey of thirt ee n members, ably led by Len Peckman, 
s et off f or th e St . Jim's countey. At Bright on station geni al 
Herry Bomer, who resides e few mil es out st Hesthfield, met the 
compeey. Aftennn-ds th o party split up ru,d enjoyed th o veriou, 
ameniti es of tho s easi de metrop olis ore joun:u ,ying to the home 
of doer old "Robbie". Hore the h ost and hoetesa, \ogether wit 
Elein e end Julie, guve one and ell a he erty welcome. The 
ch cirman s ui tebly ropli ed end expreaaed the hop e thet the meetil g 
would bec ome e herdy azmu,, 1. Then th e business of th e l\ft er­
noon commenc ed . The minutoe were reed, a ls o tho c orr<>epond enc 1 , 
tr easurer•e rep ort ad opted, end oth er min or matters settled. 
Th.a s ecretary then gav e a brief resume of th e first comni ttee 
meet ing dee Ung w1 th th e Chri s tmas so cial. Aftenrerds the 
genurel quiz papers wer e distribut ed end members ha d time fo r 
fiv e !tlnut e~ pe rusal er e th e cAll to refr eshments. Here a. 
grnnd spr ee d had been made re edy- compl et e w1 th a fine cake 
b oautii'ully mode and complet e with the club's badge in icing an 
th e t op . Full j us tic e wns done t o th e spr eed end photogrr. pha 
were t ~ken of th e ,wrtey ch oirmen cutting the eeks. Mrs. KDy 
Robyns woe hea rtily congr,,tul e ted end Buitobly thonked f or her 
gr ea t eff ort s ea r ege 2'l.s t he wonderful t ee . The buein eM ,roe 
t hen r esumed and th e quiz proc eeded with . All •gre ed whet a 
v<,ry fin e quiz it wee end were pl ee eed t o s os th e chnirmen 
complete hie bet trick b;r winning his third consecutive quiz . 
Sec ond in the re.ca wne Charlie Wrf8bt, with Herr., Homer third. 
A hoerty welcome "88 afforded to lllr. Deacon, o nsw member , who 
l ee m ed of the club ' s ectivitise through hi• oth er inter est in 
science tictioru.l mogezinea. Then th e 'phon e bell rang end 
s oon ·everyone had tbs pleasing opportuDi ty of conversing with 
th e vic e-president of the olub, our Herbert. ll~turelly moirt 
of the coar,,erea.tion wes a.bout the Sept ... b er meeting of the cl.ub 
t o be he l d et li\,me House, LordBhip Lene, Eeat l)Ul.wich, London 
S.E . 22 on the third Sm,dey 18th nt ~ p.m. Tho two diet1.nguieh• ~ 
guests 1lbo hop e t o be present ero Harbert Leckenby flnd : 
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Ed"7 Seerlee Brcolal, ao it is bopod tbst all osmbere Md :!'riende 

,rill ottand ond mci<e the ocoaaion e ......,re ble one . The cha ir ­

man bas orreng ed for the meeting t o open et ~ p.m . , ao e ll nro 

urged to attond &l\rl.7. Th<, buailleee of' the m"8ting then being 

deolDZ*i oftr, an cdjoun,me nt t o the gnrdan wna mede, 'llbure 

nmnero u photograph.a •en, taken by the boat. J'o r tboae 

int~eated c paruae l of' the pct.111109 woe ••aileblo, end then oemo 

en enjoyable div ersion in ti\• ahllpe of' e cin- show ,man Robbi• 

ab""9<! an epiaode of "The E,cploite o:!' Elaine" to an enthwliaati c 

audience. Indeed, in lira. Dubb, Robbie discovered enothe r 

greet admirer of Pearl 9hi te who wee featured in the e! ore ­

ment ioned film . 

All good t:Lmea muat te:nllinate end a v«r7 hap1>7 comp811,T 

aeid on rwoir t o !,Ir. ,md lira. Robbie et the hue at op ere 

oommeneing thoir j ourney to the station end e feet train home. 

Attondenee:- Len end J oae Peckmml, Chnrllo ond Olive '\Vrigtt, 

Kr-. and lire. Dubb, Frank ood lire. Keeling, Ron Doeoon , Herr:, 

Homer, W. R. Well, S. Godfrey , Bon ond Bob 'ibiter, Robby, X:i,y, 

i;:J.eine end Julie. 
BEl'J.ilmr o • w:rrm. 

Hon. Sec . 

W.\NTED URClllTLY, Gems llo ' s 358 , 359 , 819, 878, 879, 946 . 

Als u Oni on Jocks , 1161 encl 1202 . Top prices peid . Leonerd 

Peckman , 27 Arc:hdel o Reed , East Dulwieb, Lc,ndon, S .E.22. 

MAGNETS, Gema, Noa. 1200 onwerda. Onion Jncks , Nels on Lees , 

l/- each. Bo7a • Fri&nd Vol s . 9, 13; Ally Sloper Vole . 4 , 5,6. 

all yeer),Y, 1.4/5/- each ; odd Boye• Friends, Boys• Realms 

1/6 eecb. J ohn Modoreft , 64 Woodlnnde Rood, Il ford, Eaeex. 

HAVE YOO ORDJ;lllll YOUR .l.lfROAL Ym'? 

We "7cnt You in the °Collector ' a Who 's Who". 

B'l'V9 You Complet ed YO\lr Queationnnire Yet? 



Conduct ed by- rtvbart il~ ho, 
46 Carleton Ro"'1, HollO'IIB,f, London , 11.7. 

The moat importent news tbi• month 1• tbst llr. Broolal hfla 
de f1n1 tel;y promised t o et t end ncrt month• e club meeting. Thie 
will be e bumper mooting, 88 opert fraa llr. Brooks our wortb;y 
editor baa e lao promised to be there. All re ed 91'11 of tho c .D. 
~ inrttad to a ttend . There will be pluntT of boolcs f or •el o, 
and r efre shments will be provided! whet mor e cen ;you eek? ill 
;you've BOt t o do ia to beg, borrow or oth erwise obtain th e ceeb, 
t he time end permission - or brillg the wif e! - she• u b " more 
than walcoma. Th" eddr9se 1 a ll\mle House, Lordebip Lane , 
E. Dul.wich. An;yone wiab.1.ng t o come, bat doubtful of finding 
their ,r,q, cen writ" t o .,.. or z- Poelman, end detcila will be 
f o:rwsrded, roll up in yc,ar lnmdreda . Tbor e will be plent;r of 
room, ....en U it's only on the Cbat>delierst 

So f er, n o-o n e ball come for,rnrd t o offer t1 s olution to tbs 
outborahip of those earl;y If. L's, 88 given l eat month, eo , 
pe rforce, the BUbjaot will have t c r (Dllib 1n eue;ysnc e . 

J ilD Soutlnre;y aska, "when did E.S.Brookll' ·nome first eppee r 
in the N.L.?" The seq uenc e of &Tent& lead.illg up t o this is 
roth er int eresting in retrospect. llr . Broolcs bee t old me tbs t 
be he.d felt f or s l ong t1lDII preTiow, tbatthe st ories, written 
ee thsy were, 111tppoaedly by 111.ppar, in the first pC%11all, mnde 
b1lll eppeer e perfect paregon, and e boe11ter of th e tint order. 
\Y1abing t o put Nipper in Ida correot penpoctive, it wee agreed 
t ha t the st ories should be wr1 tten in the third parecm und,ir 
E.S . B'a Oll!1 nmlle. Appere ntl;y the editor tbouibt that the 
mcj ori tT of bis re edere believed the c:bsnlct ore t o be re el , 
ee th e trenaiti on from "by Nipper" t o "b.r E. Searles Brooka" 
t ool< over 18 months . Tho cbnn69 over t ook pl ece Ulte tbi• , 
Unti l O.S. No.396 the st ori es were "by Dipper", aft er tide copy 
and 1mtil No ,444, tbia wee occs aionell;y dropped, aomwtimaa f:or 
months at e time, el thoueh th e stories were still written in 
the first pbl'e on, E. S.B. woe mentioned f or the firat time, 
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e l tb ougb not by nwna, in N" .422. E.S.B. oema partly int ~ l:.ia 
own with l!o .455 in which cppeored th e coption "Th e nnrrn tiv e 
r e l a t ed by Ni pper , r nd set dcwn by E.S earl e a Brooks " . Finelly, 
with No.485 all pro t enc e wne dropped end th o et ori os froc t hen 
on wer e written in the third pers ~n "by E . Seerles Brooks " . It 
wee in this c~,py t lm t his phot ograph , use d f or the rest c f his 
time viith th e A.P. opp ~er ed , t ogethe r with an int erview, I thinl, 
that Mr. Br ooks must hov o boen o li ttl o shy of hie first chrie ­
ti Pn n~ e , es it w a not until s e....mc. time l et er t hf't he sign ed 
hiJDBc ll' F.dwy Searl oa Brooks. 

Lan Packm:m has ju s t sent ~l ong a list of acme of the ear l.J 
st. Franks yarns t ha t oppea rod in the Boys• Hcolm in 1919 . Ho 
adds " Md in ea ch cas e it soys 'by t he euth or of the St. Frllilks 
st < ries e, pea ring wt,a kly in t he Nelsen Lee Library' ; p~n on2 1lJ 
I should sey wit hout hesi t s ti on that those s t aey rate are the 
work: of E.S.B ." If this is s o th en it is probob ly th e s ome 
oa th o cas e of Fronk Richards Aild t he Schuoi.,.lrls ' Own Librery. 
In th e B.R. Mr. Br-coks wr ote the first c f the st ories end l a t e r 
substitut e writers t ook over. Aeyhow, here is the list f or 
the record, 

No . 4 (26 .4.19 ) Hcndf ort h 's Latest 
5 By Ila lf a L"ngth 
6 Fullw ~od • s Fortun e 
8 Aft er Li ghts Out 
9 His ':ford vf Honour 

10 The J oy Ri ders 
11 Honours fo r St. Fr"'1ks 
12 The Surprise Pr ck e t 
lj Harts • Littio& Way 
14 A St ol'!!\Y Affeir 
15 Snved by the Enell\Y 
16 The F~t eful Lott e r 
17 By Whose Hand? 
19 (9.e.19 ) Hi s Honour Red~emed 

Hav e discovered two more Buys• Fr ie nd (4d . ) Lib. cont ~ining 
st ori es by E.S.B . They ere 

No. 656 Th" Return of Zingr ave 
657 The ':Tonde r Cr aft 

!Ir. Br :,oke tells me th a t ho too possesses c copy of No .l. That 
brings th o t o t e l known copie s t o S8'1en. Does on;yone know o! 
AnV' more? 
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And hero er e encthe r t en i.n our list of seri es . -

l e t N. S . 82-89, l!sndf orth's Barring-out agains t Mr. Py ecr sft. 
90-93, From Beet-bo y to Barone t. (In t rc. J11111\Y Potts ond 
Vivian Travers), 94-99, Effo rte of the REIIIOVe t o in - inst c te 
the ~ rl of Edgemor e. 100-1 07, llendf orth is ostracised by the 
R<IDOVe. (Note - 100- 103 compl ete st ories ) . 108- 112 Compl ete 
st ori es . (Not <.At this p eriod e series of st ories featuring 
l!cndf orth e t St • .i ims e;,pes red. Gem No 's 1059- 106 3 . ) 113- 117 , 
Cuthb &rt Chamber s i s sent down t o th e Remove. 118-12 3 , The 
Kidneppillg of Hm;s i Kehn. 124-127, Rive ] · .-y bct-..een St. Fronks 
eru! t he ru v~r Hcu::e Scho ol . 128-131, Wi lly Hendf orth • s Grey­
hound . 152- 136 , Footb all Series, In t ro. Lion el Corcoran end 
the Blu e Crusad ers. 
Fi ruilly the ttt le s. 0 .s. No .2n . The Tyr ant I 8 Under stu dy . 
232 , The St. Franks Rebelli on. 233, B• rrillg out the Bully . 
234, The Si ege of th e '.Vest ':'11~ . 235 .Vic t ory for the Rebe l s . 
236 , Exit the Ty:rent. 237, Lor.ries' Chris t 111Be Party-. 
238, A Yul eti de cf !ey~ter-.r. 239 , The New Ye,,r Hero es. 
240 , The Spendthrift of St . Fr ~nks ( Intr o . The Hon. Doug , 

~1*:!~~) • 24~\h~1!t ~l~~ og~ede ~44, 
2
A~~1~s i~

8
~i:rifi.re · 

245, Up ageinst the Heed. 246, Slllgl et on•a Rivsl Sch ool. 
247, Te.king the Plunge. 248 , On Hie Uppe rs. 249, i,. Leae on 
Well Leernt. 250, The Schoo lboy Agitators. 

BOl'E, - The number gi von lest month for "The Seolc f or 
Bels on t ee" 1188 inc orr ec tly given so 210. Thia should, of 
cours e, h8'Ve been 230 . 

Advertise yo 11r wants in the Annunl. It will be 
re Rd from cove r to caver - 2d pe r word. 

Journey to Yesterdny, with the C.D. Annunl. 

Time is getting an . Iiwe you ordered y o11r knnURl 
yet? 

A new footure soon - "Populllr l'l\pere of the l'f\st" . 
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,---------- Paased to Tov.1 Ilol>. ----------, 

Deer Mr. Editor, 

The llodern School, 
Grove Ree d, SUrbit o, • 

6th Allguat, 194' • 
Kr. ':/hi tar rether misaee the point in hie lett, r 

in your .wguat iasue. I di d not criticise his edverse comments 
on Mr. Chapman's 11orl<. lq contention ia that II tribute to a 
great artist who bas juat passed over i• not the plac e t o voice 
euch co11111ent11 on the latter• 11 coll eague. 

Bob is quite ri8ht llhen he states that, in one 
of 1113' Brticlea, I deeori bed a dra1l1.ng by Warwick Reynolde es 
"hideoua". But D1J article 1f88 not a tribute or an obituary. 

Bob ms:r be right when h e suggests thet I ....., 
g,nl ty of bed f onn in cri tioiaing the work of en artist Who i s 
dead. Certainly, s men who has passed ove r eennot def end hill>­
ee lf or hit bsck. Ale o , he osnno t b e hurt by adv eree criticism, 
however placed . 

Bob does not subst antiate hie atet ement · that 
lli'. Shields did the first drmrin88 of Bes sie Bunter. It ,rould 
be inter esting t o know wheth er thi• artist di d , in foot, cr oet e 
the f e ir Bessi e' a form in picture. I still b el i eve that eh e 
wee crested by Chepman in the ~et, and Dodgson in the School 

,rtend. Tours 11incQrol7, 
Eru:C FAYNE • 

.r.dvertiee your "litlllts" in the c. D. Annanl. It 
nll be rllfld fl'Olll cover to oover. Price o! Adverts 
is at 2d. per word. 



All Cornspondonoo to 
K.ii.Bam. l.O i:r"Y l'/on. Rhiwbina. Carclitt, 

r -~ ~ Ida 1lad ille ~ h &rtou Blake 

- ~ l9 ~ --1; lzr" ,,..-a:. 'Tlz1JI 10Dr.'tll "1 b&Te had a 

,,- ,,r ~ :l!t9D :mi:,- m.-... or -th• c'lrclo 1lho have Just 

d1~ "lllal:!fcm.• . For years Ln4 ywire, in tact tr-cm the 

til:le r WL-s tn,,1,....,.......,. old (and rm 3'1 -t:hiJi year) I tbo ueJ,t 

that l :must llB -t!le inily adult person llho ..t.lll OTincod any 

real ~ :Ill Bla1D8. Little <lid I lcDaw that there ""re 

IIIUV.,....~ along the - l.ines :aJ>d dying tor the 

o~ ~ omitad same .,.. ULtib ci.mllar interests . tlou 

I~- 'IJm ])" 120 JOOt a:i.m. and -that there are Ttlt'Y groat 

cbamms 1lmt - ~ :,II& pat oar .tavourite baclc in the foro­

trold; -A-.,.in. .1. lllalll!& ar • ap 1111' 1riend .Rox Dolbpin 11Pok• 

o.t "ti,- ~ ....,. tit s.stia mu..•. Hie •golden era" .-as 

al.a> mine 9 bat m: ~ -a>e alder JDSDbors ot our litUe circle 

hare a wry~ .. .t -U.1r o'llll. 'l'o some, those early 

Jdm: D.J ' • ar• "".tc,pr" '8:nd 1-t ""1lld be flltile to try and convin ce 

~ 'mat ~ ~ idara. o.t 1926 or 19Zl oere the 1':inaot 

_.~:!a~.,. "llll5'm .;J..ck• . My nrst story ·au a 

• ~ 1lld8 !a-. - '1l1V' I ~ 1laL. amhor h the 

a..- .:r aD ...,. ...n-.. Te~ '"l'ha ~ or Bhck Dan'• 
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'l'r•sure" Qls tho proludo to my subsoquont groot lon tor tho 

11>st 'll'ittm ot choractor in inglish litoraturo, for that l 

:lndood, is mat Saxton Blake is, 1 !lave beon interosted, and 

eomohoat amused to loarn ot eome ot tile tnourit o authors and 

stor i es eeut 1n to mo in rosponso to • req uest a couplo ot 

1souoa ago. It is oocotimos hard to soo oyo to oyo with ot ho, 

Blakians , esp ocial ly man they ore ot IIUch vnrying age,. It 

11 hard to bolien that an author ubo ha, uritton but .,. or t,, 

stories in the HI.aka esga should be conaid orad tho "'best ot 

~ authors" or that his fir st o!fort should be deemed "the 

best ot all Bl:,ke ltorio s", Teed, Hardinge , k'llrray, Stone, 

Evans, <hlydon, lk-"'7 and lleny othora toalt years and yoars to 

dovolop th o cho:ractor of Sexton Blake. Dov differe nt ha has 

bocomo during the past fbv 1'J81'•• Ho llas lost all that charm 

"" used to nsso ciAh :nth hie , Yes, tho \"lOrd "chc.rtl" is tho 

corroct one to uao! Thero ill a uoat .. ¢.oal of charm in thoso 

old stories and Bl.aka ""' more often t fa1n not a char10ing man, 

I do not necessarily refer to hia attr :,ction s for tho fa ir sex 

as doacribad oo ""11 by J;aaara . Teod and Jr.ckson, I a0Ql1 that 

bis msnnor and method of handling people and situations \Bs 

both gentlo, si llCoro and o.zcoodingly ortactivo, In tun, tho 

i:nn oas sarcu.stio, ~tty, provocotivo ond agraseiva , but ho 

v:,e novor vindictive, joal ous , cruel or t ho~tloso , Hia 

c,'iaractoristics '<We thoao that ovary boy could protit.::bly hav< 

copied, perhaps many did , and wro "'1ong tho main roaoons .by 

tho detective ondoorod h:imoolt to "' cc.ny, both old and young 

alike, 
I do not knou my I dloulcl mnd er on in this strsi.n, but 

it often strikes me thot there aro very cnny peroon1 about dlo 

(herioh tho cccory ot Sexton Blsko, I have oftca ro ferrod to 

tho chorsctor won tnlking to clients ot IIWl4 and ""'''Y ot ths, 

have exclaimed •are they srILL turning out Blako sto ri es now'I" 

or "You don't oosn t o tel l m t!>at you ollll buy Blake m:oriea 

in 1949:" Of Course I toll •..,. t ho !bolo story of thio rOltll 

e,nnd little hobby of o,.-e and e.lthou@II tho y lau91 (or at loas1 

soma of the do) I ec cominced thnt daop inside thoy nre ox­

porio ncing ..,c,etbing d>ich I have boon e,pei-ioncing for years, 

:,.nd that ia tho thrill of ncco"'Pllnying :Jlako on enc. of h11 can 

hu.."lts. 
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"Jith n bi t of luck m> should got o. bit of pu blici ty oil 
OllO of tho Sout h !7,,los loc .il po:,crs soo n. I ha v e r ocontly bo n 
into rvic m,d by o. ro port cr uho caco alollg to havo a l ook at i:,y 

lllako coll ~ctio n . To scy t hnt it w:iatod hie ro uld bo t o put 
it tlild . He assorlo d t !1at his forthcotling orticlo uo uld 
nocosserily ha vo to foduro H. !J. Bond "und his nctiv itio s) but 
t hnt Bl olco "" uld also bo put oil t ho co.p. No", this Uttlo 
incid ent mi sj1t yet rosult in a l ot of l oc,u intor oet in t ho 
hobby. Lik o Asquith onco r=kod "uo shal l havo t o ,-...it and 
seo" 1 

Circumstan cos hovo again pr ovontod mo f rom publishing 
th o proviosly arranged li ,rl;s of U.J. an d s . B,L. titlos etc . 
I ha vo ro-ar rnn ged our progroim,,o a uoo bit and this c onth 
prosent U,J. dot r.ila f or 1932 an d 1933. Next month I shall 
i nclude 193 0 and 1931 if spa co portlits. As soo n a s I can 
possibly arrange it tho Fir..t and Second Sorios S,B .L , mil bo 
doelt m.th . At tho co oont th ore aro qui to a fe w ga1ps that 
havo to bo fil l od in. 

Woll , I think that i t i s t>bout tico t '.1at this pa r t icular 
nou od Table C&JOe to an end, Hope I haven't borod you uitll 
r:,y "tm.ndering s" . 

Choorio for nou . 

******fr**°*' ·c ij l' Jli ti N K ti l' JI II tri NII NICT It JI 111 Ji N If lltOl IOI ,l NN IIM JIN II IIN ~ 1111 N NII r JI JI JINN 

!l!,N(E - HI S EARL!r:R DAYS AND CHRONICLERS. 
by '.7ALTJm '.'!EBB. 

Part III. 
Thore is s icply no ci)!'tnkin g th o stylo of ;}J . i.,ur ray 

Grayd on , a nd ho it =• mo concoivod thi s sto ry . Incidontally 
No • . 62 uas the Chr iGtnas Double Hu:,bor fo r 1904 , end containod 
bosidos tho Blako ynrn, e. oorrativo ontitlod "Blac k JoI>os " 
,-ritten by Horbert Chandce. 

Jlext on th o list ais ''l'r a ckod By Sexton Blako", nnothor 
Arnold Davios effort , but alJllin · it """ cort ni nl y Uurr ay Gr::,ydo 
vho pon nod the story. It appo:irod in No. 68 an d t:.as icDodiLlt 
f'ollotrod by "Sexton Blek o ' a First Cnoo" dlich roe publiah od 
e.nonyoously . Tho undi s cl osod autho r ho"JOVor, had boon ro spo 
oibl o , ac:co tan your• prCJTiously, f or sOToral aarial• dlich 



\'.Jhich nppo:irod in "Anirnore•, am also t ho story "999" nbich ran 
for ccny l'ICoks in oorlal fore in tho ccz:iio papor •Chips •. 

I oouo No. 71 cont ninod ''Tho Cluo Of Throo• and is of 

p11rtieular intorost to co by ren.,n of th o f 11ct tint , of l1ll 
tho Blake ynms I hnvo rond thia 'banrs t.'lo clos ost r oaocblanoo 
to tho atylo of Honry St . John I havo yot coco in contact rdth, 

um Honry st . John =• ono of cy fawurito 11uthora. 
Tffo t10olcs lstor Bl.oleo 11Jl!)cnrod n~in, tho t i tlo of tho 

,rtory being "n-oc Clu e To Cl:i.Da,c", As in Ho. 71 tho ynm 

lll'P oaro d nno nyDously , but Tlith tho inton:ntian t bnt it m s 

.-1tton by th o 11uthor o f "Tho Uystory Of Hilt on Ro111l• and thor 

is no doubt thnt l'b. L'urrny ()-oydon T!llS agi in t ho chronicl er. 

At this poriod Gra ydon' s Scotlnnd Yard cbaracto,- ,;ns n 
dotoctivo inspoc,tor naood Cnllou, and Bl!ll<o' s bousoltoopor all 

old orly uCIXln 1l!\l'Jod lir "• Cht thoy . This prolific nuthor ms 

"3-so tho fircrt to ·.rito nbout Bl:,.ko in his llO\! fQDOus Bakor st . 
chwbore, provi ous to nbich tho dotoctivo' s n bodo bnd bean 
yaguoly r otori·od to ns "nn offi ce in tho Cit y ", or soco oit:lilar 

ton:i . Lntor, llrs. Chftn oy ws olJ!)orsodod by tho not1 ftwoue 

urs. lb rdoll, and u it h tho apponrunco of Pedro n t aa oooks l nto , 

tho Bnkor Stro ot Qunrtot "'"'" cocplotod . 

Thero is no doubt thnt ()-nydon ms th o first nuthor to 

present tho f::lilous ch!irnctors in their nou taoilior aotting1 

both tho cothorly Urs. Bnrdoll nm tho bl oodhound Podro t>Oro 

bis concoptiona , crvon if Bl4lco and Tinker 'tl<lro not , and h o i t 

uis d1o prepared t ho cont nl pi ctur e by ffllich tho hllnds of oth er 

'11"i tors u oro to bo guide d in t hei r or,n o ffo r to at chr onicling 

tho n dvonturos of t ho coo t fr.coue dotoctivo in fictio n. 

--- - --------------- --- --- - '.nlo End,--------------------------
YOU .ARE REQt.mSl'ED 

to s end nl ong a r,y articloa or t cr.turos tor tb o forthccoing 

c.D. .&nn..u fer 1949 cithout dolq. TiDo i s gotti.ng alwrt a n< 

t10 -:ri.sb t o hn vc all copy r a,.dy in SPod tic o this yoor . ALL 

your efforts uill be bonrtily uo lcocod, for, oven it th oy nro 

not suitcblo for t ho Annual t hoy tli.11 ovontua lly t1nd n phco 

in tho c.D. I cako a ,rpocial apponl to 1111 tho so DOTICOilara 

to the, !llnko circles Plo ns o iae.ko an effort t o contribute an 

nrtielo tor yol.ll' na,. tour c 1191 dno . '!Ill r.nnt ?IEW .idCllsl 
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ltoro r,o proeont tho first ot o nou earioo d1 icb ni.11, uhon cor 
p l cto, gi vo you an up--to-dnto rocord of tho a uthors , storioo 
:,.nd oha l':\ctore prosontod in tho se cond serios of tho ftUilOus 
''Uni on ,Tack", Sexton Slako ' e 0-,m Pnpor. '.Die :,olicy ,nll bo 
the saoo ns for tho recont sori cs of S , B, L. 3rd Sorios titlos, 
in othor 'CIOr d~ \70 shall r.or k back tbrou~ tho yoe.rs, cOD::Joncin 
r::i:th tho 1933 nnd 1932 storioe in this issue. 

' "IBE UllION JACK" 1933 , 
1525, Tho Cnll Of Tho !r a gon, 
1526 • Bob in<I Tb e Fo g. 
132'7, stolon Identity , 
1 328 , Tho Houso Of Li€t>t , 
1329 , Soxt o:, Blnko \'Zins\ 
1530 , Vill ag e Vcng c.anco , 
l53J.. Tho Lnnd Of Loct 1:on , 

Koy To Ch:lr nctors1 (1) Tho Confodar a ti on , 
Confodoration, (4) ~do , ( 5) Lolx:.ngu a nd 

''!'HE U",!J:011 JACK" 1932, 
1472. Coni'odoration Cnlling l 
1473 , Douth O•tor Ah-icn , 
147~. Pl.nnn od iro ::, ? c,rio , 
1475 , Tho Troo Of iwil, 
lt76. Rooco •s Rccnri t . 
1477 , Aerial Cold ! 
1478 . Lo ot In Tho Logi on. 
1479 . ':Try llo uso , 
1480 , Wind Bl.om Bl c cktnil, 
1481 , Th o Lo.:iguo Of Onion Uon . 
1482 , Tho Socrat . 
1483 . The l,ystary Of Blu obonrd ' s Koy, 
1484, Enter Tho Prosidont . 
1485 , Tho Proud Tr= llystory, 
1486 , Tho Crook Cruso.dors , 
148 7 . Rovolt !, 
1488, Tho 1'i t ebos iioon, 
1 489 , Foe.r Hnuntod . 
14 90 . Tho t;y stary Of Slilld Lul::e, 

Arthur J, Palk 
(1) Robort i.urt'tlY , 

Gil bort Cb ooto 
( 2) E. S. !!rooks , 
( 3) Ro bort. l.lurrny . 
( 4) E, S, Brooks , 
( 5) Rox H.r dingo . 

(2) '/illdo, (3) Tho 
Sir, Rich e.rd Losoly, 

(1) Ro bort Murr a y. 
Rox H:: rdingo . 

(2) C.. H. Tood , 
(3) boloet! Hardingc 
( 4 ) Ro bort liurr ay . 

Gil bort Ch ce to 
( 5 ) G.. H, Tood . 

Anth ony Skono , 
(6) Ro bcrt i.lurray . 
(7) Cll,,yn Evnne , 

G. H. Tood. 
(8) ~"Y" Evnns. 
(9) Ro bo rt 1.!urrny . 
( 10) Gilbert Cbosto 
(11) Anthony Skone 
(12) G,, II. Tood. 

J:t>n:i.ld stunrt . 
(1 3~ °"1Yn Evans . 
(1 4 K. s. Brooks . 
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·:m:,r'I _ JACK" 1932 ~cont,1'!uod). 
J. 49 , '! lknlcoy Uoll'. ·· 
l. 492 . Dl'rit, lk>ll :inds Orllftil. 
].49 3. Tho" Plague o:i Oh19n :..en. 
l.4-9 4. Soxton :Unko In ,:anchrin . 
J.-195 . =• To 1"i'U Ling. 
l. 496. 'l'ho Diaz:.ond Of Disc: stor . 
).49'1. Tho Dl.ocd llrothore Of Ncn-Hu . 
l.498 . Tho Fifth 1:oy. 
1-19 9. Onco A Crook . 
). 500. Vol cnno Island . 
15 01 . \r..ldo' s '!l:iy Out . 
l. 502 . Tho Ligrt oning lJurdors . 
1503. Honolulu Laro. 
1504. Tho Tr:,il I:, Th o Send . 
1505. '!'ho llnira:lekor . 
1506 . Th• Grine Of Tho Cr ook . 
l. 507. Rod So.nd o 
l.508. Tho Sq:,oc.J.or . 
1509. Tho Doath In s'..ran c c ;?olicy . 
l. 510 . The Gol<l=kor. 
l.Sll. '!'he (h ost Hol o. 
l. 512. 'l'hv ,bu r Guests i!yirtary . 
].5 1 3 . Crooks Divided! , 
1 51-4. Tho llotor Sho·.: !~y:,tOT) ' • 
1 515 . Croob:! Cnr go . 
1 516. Sexton Bl!'!ko ' e Undoret udy . 
151 7 . The --:nr 1;en ;:r:ir .J. lh,irpers. 
1 51 8 . The S:mdou . 
]. 519. sus,endod ~oo !).tty ! 
15 20 . Tho Hunted I ;:;,n. ~ 

1521 . The i.Jnskod Caroll er~ 
1522/ The Secr...t ?assago Uurders. 
1523. The Crioson S:iile. 
1524. Uen Of Tho ;.kisk. 

Key To Chernct m-s 1 

(1 5) 
(lo) 
(17) 
(18) 
(19) 
(20) 
(2l) 
(22) 
(23) 
(U) 

(25) 
(26) 
(27) 

(28) 
(29) 

{30) 
(31) 

(32) 

(33) 

(3'<) 
( 35) 

{3 6) 

>· .... 
ili"x 11·. nlingo . 
Robert :.:urr :,y . 
°'1yn Ev :,;1s. 
a.· H. Tood . 
c_' H. Tood . 
Ro bart !.iurr~y . 
G. r.. Toed . 
Cl\"Jyn I:vans . 
E. s. 3ro.:)J: s . 
Robrl Uun·~y. 
E. s. Dro ,1: s . 
st ~n .':f'ord J obber . 
G. H. Toad . 
Ro bort i.turray . 
Anth o:1}' Skono . 
G. H. Toed . 
E. s. :Brook 3 . 

Ro bcrt : ;ur ,·:.r . 
Gil bort c:icst01· . 
Anthony Sk.:no. 
Rox H.r dingo . 
Ro b<rt uu rroy . 
Ro be:rt Lurr:iy . 
Stn~rforC ·.:reb~or . 
ir. \'id _:celuir o. 
!t . B. S.3ro oks . 
Rox H·l" dir!.ge. 
noba-t . 1urr o.y . 
G\'1)'11 Ev.ins . 
Raid miitley . 
Gr,yn _E-,r:i..tlS. 

c..: ra lc oln Jli,icka . 
D:>nald Stu,u-t . 
Gil bort Ch esto r . 

Ccnfodaration, - 1,4,6 , 9 ,15,19 , 23 , 26 , 29 ,32 ,3.; . 
i'l; l do: · .ZU.X l- i ,22 , 2-. , 2il , 33 . 
Roxane•· 2 ,5,1 2 117 ,18 , 20, Spl a sh Pc.go,- 36 . 
?luaiorr - 25. Lobe.ngu1-:!l.J.Coutt3: - 35. Zonith: - 11 , 27 ,30. 
';lit Lil)&I- 17.18,20. Oni on i.on , - :! ,1 3 ,1 6 , 21 1 7 Hctlos :- 10 


