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FROM THE EDITOR': CHATR

Never s Dull Moment! (Sept. 14th-21st, 1949) When I
returned from that memorsble London visit last yea rI gave 8.
sigh, seying to myself, "It's been so perfect, it can never
happen egein.” But it has! Once sgein I em beck after e
week packed with thrills, detighiful-incidents, happy first mect
ings and reunionms; with not o single hitch, thanks to the
perfect plemning of Len Packman, from the moment I srrived st
Euston, to the time I departed therefrom. It would toke ean
issue of the C.D. to tell the whole story, sc I shall have to
be content with & few flashes - the grend enthusisem of the
Club meeting - en evening et the héspiteble home of Bob Blythe
with good-humoured ergument twixt Lee-ites end Hemiltonisns -

& unique tour meeting for the the first time three in succession

I had corresponded with for yeers, Dick Thorwell, John Shew end

John Medcreft (more of his wonderful collection anon) « 8 couplg
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Fof hours midst mounteins of Megnets st Bill Mertin's - s drive
through Richmond Perk in the twilight with Eric Fayne - a jolly
evening at Jimmy Stewart Bunter's, with Tom Satchell looking in |-
8 plessent chat In a Strond restewrant with Arthur Richsrdson
over Boys' Friend deys - Sundsy moyning in Zest Lane Merket es—
corted by Chrrlie Wiight (2 resl slice of London life this) -
renewing acquaintsnce with Wuod Green - meeting for the first
time Roger Jenkins with s four-cormered chet under the trees in
Hyde Peric (the two other participapts Len Packman and Bob Whiter| -
e remorkeble coincidence concerning o m-eting with Tom. Strype.
Yes, verily, e wonderful week with mever e dull moment.

Secretery Ben Whiter will be telling you ebout the Sunday
meeting, but I simply must meke & few comments, for I'll guaren-|
tec that in the whole of mighty lonfon, thers wes not e Jellier,
friendlier meeting on thet Sundey sfternocon than thet one down
Dulwich wey. I shall never forget it to the end of my days —
meeting in the flesh for the first time ren friends Herry Homer 4,
Ien Whitmore, Bermsrd Prime, Arthur Richerdson and geveral more |
meking, heltingly, the second speech of my life (the first wes
1est yoar's mceting) - meking the scqurintance of Edwy Seerles
Brooks whose "Iron Island" and "Brotherhood of Iron" hed thrillefi
me 40 yesrs sgo, and to crown sll a generous promise from him
to write e St. Frenks story for the Anmuel (meke a note of that
all you who were hot therz). ¥o wonder my cup of heopiness
WweS Trunning over. Yea, a good meeting.

Therc was just one little tragedy. iy fellow citizen,
Jack Wood, loyel FNulson Lee fen, hed Juurneyed down from York
meinly to ettend the meeting. Unfortunstely Mr. Brooks wes
unevoidebly deleyed snd Jack had to leeve s fow minutes before
his errivel. Herd luck, Jack!

4And now s word ebout tke visit to sce the Mederaft col-

lection, something I hed bemn longing for for yeara. Wo pen of]
mine cen sdequetely describe thet omazing room with everything
besutifully bound from "Varney the Vampyre" to red-covered
Megnets. With a cordizl wave of his hand John Hedere=ft said,
"It's Liverty Hell, pick where you like." You lock round in
bewilderment, seize hold of some perticuler favourite  glesnce st
it hurriedly, then pess on to something else, feerful thet time
will be up before you have seen & frection of whet you want to
Bee. I'11 guerentee you could put in seversl hours = dsy for
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weeks end then you'd be longing for more. And thet wesn't the
only room. Oh mo! Qur host took us along to whet he cnlled th
“ump'. A treesure-hold to r late Victorien! Stocks end stecky
of the lerger-peged pepers, the Boys' Friend, Boys' Rerlm, Boys'
Hereld, Big Budget, etc. etec. I menticned o Chips serirl I hed
reed £8 ¢ emall boy, helf ¢ century ego, 4 moment later it wes
pefore me!  Boys' Chempions, Story Poper. [ILike megic @ complete
yun wee on the teble for my inspection. "Sexton Blske Detective"
by Mexwell Scott, in the "Jester". A few seconds end I wes
turning the pages. fnd sc it wont on for throe entrencing hourg.

ind whet do you think to this for £ coincidence? I wes
gnxicus to meke the escqueintence of Tom Strype, one of my "blood
period". It wes not possiblz to get out to his home so I sug-
gested by sheer chence mecting outeide Kemsluy House in Greys
Inn Resd. Promptiyy ot the eppointed time we gripped hormds And
he seid, "Whet mede you choose this plece, did you know I worked
here?™ I stored et him in surprise snd pssured him I hedn't
the slightest ides; I hed just thought it wre es guod ¢ place
ps eny. 'Well, I do work here,"” smiled TOom, "Whet's more it's
my dey off, so when we've had some tar we'1l heve & look round."
and lcok round we did - for two hours. 4s I hed once worked on
a newspeper, thet vast hive of industry provided me with o
fescineting tour. ind even here we did not get ewey from the
hobby, for we hed £ chot with o ferture page editor, & chat which
mey lesd to more publicity. Verily the gods were smiling on me
to the very end of my story. I packed two weeks into one, end
I felt like » giont refreshed, invigeroted with some Greyfriers
glixir of youth, es it were.

Well, I could go on £nd on tellin; of thrt wonderful week,
wat epece grows short; novertheless, I've something yet to do.
First, to express uy sincere thanks to resourceful, dynemic Len
Pockmen for the wey he plemned my pregremme, piloting me on to
scores of trems, buses, end over miles of Underground. I should
have been completely lcst without him. And frcm the bottom of
my heert I express my gretitude to my hcst rnd hostess, Cherlic
and Olive Wright. The prudigsl son of old received mo greater
welcome when he returned to his fether's house. They killed thd
fotted crlf, they writed on me hend end footy mnever in my life
heve I known ¢ kinder or more generous poir.

Hospitelity, thoughtfulness, good fcllowship all the way.
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Is there smy wonder that s the trein stesmed out of Euston E'ndj
Londen begem to recede into the distence, there came o lump to
the throat of

Yours sincerely,

HERBERT LECKENBY .
P.S. On reaching home T r.ceived e shock, for I found in my

absance a guod proportion of my collection end files hed bzen
destroyed. Furtunstely copy for the C.D. end the Anmue]l were
not involved. I'll ssy no more here, but I msy have to appesl
fOr your help when Ifve got things sorted ocut. It mey mecen,
too, e little delsy in the production of this issue.

A8 a curtain-raiser to oy London visit, T spent 2 very
plessant evening whilst in Northempton with Cedric Groombridge.,
He 8eid it wes the first chet he hed hed with s fellow collector
I hops he will have meny more. H.L.

10/~ offered for the losn for e short time of "The Lambe of
Littlecote". - Whiter Senr., 706 Lordship Lene, Wood Green,
London N,22,

W.NTED: Magnects, Gems, Nelson ILce's, etoc. - Lowes, 15 Wdith St.
Tynemouth, Ncrthumberlend.

WANTED UKGENTLY: Your Price Prid. Gems 819, 878, 879, 946.
Cen ony Fellow Ccllector oblige? Leonsrd Packmen, 27 Archdale
Road, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22,

BiCK NUMBERS of the Stery Poper Collector wented for colleetor
in New Zealend, olso bound volume of Chums, 1902. Ben Whiter,
706 Lordship Lene, Wood Green, London, W.22.

WANTED: Sexton Blake Librerics, lat snd 2nd series. Also
eutocsrs, 1934 onwerds, John Derry, 2 ish Villes, Herbert Road
Hocknell Roed, Nottinghen.

JaNTED: Sexton Bleke Libreries, 2nad Series, 171 or 7°23.
Leonard Peckmsn, 27 Archdele Reed, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

: -
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gEditor'a Note. Cherles Memilton and Edwy Sesrles Brooks sre,
ortunctely, still with us (mey it be so for meny 2 long dey) ond
their legions of edmirers are fortunate. But to some of the mem-
bers of the o!].‘ga{hgene}-azgon there erg o ggnoriea eng 1&&—

¢ men 0 cherm el 8 made em
EEE%? Ig {gﬂi.r boyggog days. # one wes Mexwell Scott, end
one who reverences his neme is Herry Dowler. A4ll of us then cen
eppreciete the thrill he got when he wes cble to spend seversl
doys in the surroundings where the long deed suthor wes loved and
is remembered still., We are sure, too, it will be agreed thst
Herry tells the story of his experiences with o delicete touch of]
resl, genuine sentiment, his devetion to his boyhood hero evideny

every line. -, i
The C.D. ployed e pert in his erience possible

end such & thow is cgmpensetlfgikv.mig fullagr any hegd work fnd
heedechos the production of it involves. H.L.)

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF :A(VELL SCOTT

By Harry Dowler.
"The Anchorsge"
Port IMulgrave,
Hinderwell,
North Yorkshire.

I em beginning this
erticle in the room
which wes et one time
Maxwell Scott's studys
in fect in the very
spot wherc he typed out
from his shorthend
notes those thrilling
end dremetic stories of
Nelson Lee, "Birds of
Proy","The Silver Dwerf"
"The Missing Heir",'The
Greet Unknown" end meny
othoer stories.

On my left as I writc
I see the tumhling weves
of the greet Horth Sce
stretching to the horizon
If I look to the right
th.rouﬁh the other window I see the beoutiful tree-lined gerden
of "The inchorage." Incidentslly, the bulky envelones of manu-
script of the Nelson Lee 2nd other stories from Mexwell Scott's
typewriter were posted week by week in the little old red post—
box in the well of e bern at the end of the lane ebout 200 yeris
from the front %ctrs of t'hﬁ E\ouae. 'i'héa 1% sti. here snd I

o dispetc cerde to my

used it myself etters An ends .
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This lion-hearted mon, this !.ndefutlgu‘ble worker, this man
who was sblc to use his m&har tol with such tremendous drame-
tic power, this men who wes endowed with almost lopedic kmow
iedge, end the greatest detective story-writer for boys thet over

ived, is now lying peacefully st rest, side b.r slde with his
wife, in the cemetery little more then & stone's throw from ghe
retty semi-bungalow "The Anchorsge" situsted so besutifully be-
g-oen the mighty North Sea #nd the heather—cled hills.

Dr. John W. Steniforth, to give Mexwell Scott his resl name,
lived st "The Anchorsge" from 1898 until the end of the 1914-19168
war, end then the femily moved to & house eelled "Clevelend House|
which stends behind the village school. When Dr. Steniforth firs
came to Hinderwell in 1891, he took lodgings in whet is now calle
"Melrose House" which is situsted e few yerds from the Wer
Memorisl clock on the opposite side of the street. Dr. Staniforthl
occupied the ground floor of this house, and in 1894 Nelson Les
was born in the front room looking out on the msin street of
Hinderwelll

Little did I dreem 88 I boarded the bus et Menchester, with
subsequent chenges at Scerborough snd Whitby, what & wonderfully
interesting end fescinating holidsy I wes to havo in whet wes

once Mexwell Scott's home. T cammot sufficiently find words to
thenk Maxwell Scott's son for sending me = marvellously executed
lan of ths house o5 it wes in the years 1898-19145: =hd akso send}
mo 2 tremendous smount of detai{eanabling me to follow in the|
footateps of Mexwell Scott, =nd in addition the names of people
who hed had direct personel contect with his father.

I talked with every person he mentioned, snd meny more be-
sides. 1In fect, for one whole week I might heve been o Jjournal-|
ist representing o grest netionel newspeper. It did not metter
where I wes: ot Port Mulgreve, in the mein village street of
Hinderwell, the pretty fishing villege of Steithes, or eny of the
outlying districts, if I sew o men or » women of sbout 50 or over
(end bbviously & native of these perts) I immedistely sterted up
8 conversation. "Whet lovely weether we ere hovingl Ny the wey,
did you kmow Dr. Steniforthm™

Yea, I wes out for every screp of information I could get,
snd I must have ssked somewhere sbout 70 people if they could
tell mc anmything sbout the Doctor. And I certeinly got plenty
of informetion, elthough in many ceses these good pecple simply
corroborated one emother. I should went the whole of this issue
of the C.D. to record sll the informstion I collected, end them
I do mot think it would be enough. So ybu will have to be con—
tend with s fractiom of the informstion I obtsined ebout the men.

=T
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who, althongh I have nc. 27 acturlliy rcer him, hes given me more
happiness than any oth.T one men, TU is ubterly impoesible fo.
me to express exec!ly wy admiration for th's ielented man. For
over 40 yeacs, ever since I reed "Bird of Prey" in the green
peges of the Boys' Friend, he heas almost been e part of my life
For et leest 30 of these yeers, as he himnself would have wrlttq
it, his identity was enshrouded in impenetrable mystery.
Perhaps I was o poor Nelson Lee but to esgain use one of his
phrases, suffice it to say that the extent of my kmowledge of
Mexwell Scott even when I hed pessed my half-century, wes that
he wes & doctor and a vegue idez thet he heiled from Sheffield.

It wes not until July, 1942, when one morning I received &
letter from the Amnlgomated Press that I kmew Maxwell Scott's
real neme; and I remember qriite well thet I received this
letter just before I set out for York to spend sbout 10 days in
thet besutiful 1ittle city. I also remember quite well showing
our eulcemed Editor this letter revecling Mexwell Scott's
identity. It wes then o cese of Medical reference books,
directories, etc. to get still further on the treck.

It wes then I discovered that my hero wes & shorthand
writer and had in fact written & book entitled "Shorthend for
Medicel Students." He must heve soquired considerable skill
in the srt because et one time he wes eble to take on for =
ten-mirvte spell of duty in the reporters' gellery of the House
of Commons, and thus help & journalistic friend. He wrote all
his stories in shorthend, and afterwerds tremscribed his notes
on the typewriter. In "The Seven Sters" which rsn as a seriel
in the "Big Budget" he mede & plen with notes in shorthend, and
there were prizes offered for the most accurate transcripta. I
remember how delighted I wes at seeing this shorthend, end how
I read it practicelly without e pouse, although it wos written
in en eerlier edition them I hed lesrmed. Shorthsnd hes alweys|
had & tremendous fascinetion for me ever since I wes & boy of
sbout 15, end the teaching of shorthend hes been the chief
source of my income for sbout 30 yesrs. You can imagine my
feelings when I learned that the men I idolized hec en expert
knowledge of shorthand, end I & tescher, writer, lecturer, and
exeminer of the art!

Slow but surely I seemed to get more fects concerning the
man whose work had given me such grest plessure. And let me
ssy this: never once did he let me down. And tusing the whole
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week I have spent et his old home all the edditionsl informetion
I heve gathered hes edded enormously to my esteem for this
splendid men.

Arthur Brooke (A. C. Mershell), editor of the Big Budget,
sent me meny kindly letters giving me informetiln about the
Doctor, and it wee a sed blow to me when one morning I received
a letter from Mrs. Mershall steting that he husband had died
suddenly from & heert etteck. This ssd event took ploce on
March 4, 1945. Lster it wes my privilege to see Mrs.Marshall
in her lovely home with ite megnificent gerden end to see the
splendid librery of the msn who et one time was the editor of
the Big Budget, and later editor of the Boys' Friend end other
pepers. Both Mr. ond Mrs. Marshell comeidersbly edded to oy
knowledge of Maxwell Scott.

But this yeer of 1949 hes been the richest of all in the
flood of information ebout Maxwell Scott and his work. As you
know, we have hed the Mexwell Scott diaries in the C, D., but
thers is still more - even before my holiday in Hinderwell. I
have hed e long chat with Mexwell Scott's youngest brother, and
my Wife end I have been to the home of Mexwell Scott's son. Bo
the brother snd the son have been very kind to me, giving me ell
kinds of odd facta and detsils of the Doctor. I teke this
opportunity of thenking them most sincerely, end I do hope that
if et times my questions have bordered om the point of going
beyond £11 reasoneble bounds in poking into the private sffsirs
of their family thet I hsve no other object than to reslly know
the men T so deeply edmire.

During my week at Hinderwell I was very fortunste in heving
a long telk of over en hour in the besutiful home of Rowland H.
Hill, the eminent artist. Mr, Hill wes e grest friend of
Dr. Staniforth's, and over e cup of coffee he told me in his
queint, hesiteting, but very charming menner, meny reveeling
side-lights on the Doctor, and screps of his conversetion., He
referred to the Doctor's tremendous tenacity of purpose, the
trouble he sometimes went to in order to be sure of his facts,
and the couresgeocus wsy he fought his illness, carrying on with
his work se a heeler of the sick, although he himself w_s in gredt
pein. Mr, Hi1l perticularly stressed the fect thet Dr.Steniforth
woe exceptionelly good in ettending to the illnesses and injuried
of children, end what r nice, charming way he had of putting
these young prople et their esse. (Continued)




The Nelson ez Column

411 suggestions and es to Robert B C]
, cerleton Roed, oway , WJHeTe

During the course of & conversation recently, Cherlie
Wright end Len Peckmen suggested thet I go into more detsil con-
cermng the St. Frenks Megezine, es they felt thet others, epert
fro. themselves, would be interested.

Well, the St. Franks Mag. wes 8 bigger end better edition
of Nipper's Mogazine whiech hsd been rumming sbout e year previous
The first number of this new edition wes conteined in 0.5. Fo.44
Let's trke & look et this copy, pege by pege. The first pege,
or cover, of the meg. wes designed by thet wonderfully clever
erchitectursl ertist E.E.Briscoe, (incidentelly, in my opinion,
the finest ertist, when drewing buildings, ever to illustrete 8
boy's peper. I wish I cculd ssy the same for his humen beings!
This cover shows & crowd of juniors coming from the direction
of the Clock Tower. The lesding chep is cerrying @ bemmer upon
which is listed the meg's contents. Above their heeds cn ®
soroll, sre the words 'St. Frenks Megezine' in @ sort of Gothic
script. In the top left hend corner is the St. Fremks crest
end motto. This cover remsined unchanged for some months.

Pege two hsd o really fine pen ond ink drewing of Winchester
College by Briscce, complete with crest end motto.

The editoriel, by Nipper, entitled #Scissors end Paste',
wes on pege Three snd on pages four end five wea & story by
Lrchie Glenthorne, the style of which mey be judged by the title
etc. "ibsclutely e Rotten Geng*. & Jolly 0ld yern of the
Preirie, Bush-rengers and all thot kind of stuff".

Edger Sopp of the Fifth, by meking a play on his name,
wrote o £ able, the moral of which wes, "Never teke any notice of
idle gossip". This wes on peges gix snd peven. Also on page
peven wes & perody on the then popular song 'TeB, We have no
bansnes!" by the teme poet, Clerence Fellowe. On peges eight
tu’ ten wes o story of the w rld-femous detective, Trackett Grim
end his sssistent, Splinter, entitled wphe Clue of the Torn
Pyjemes" by the one end only, E.O.H. Finelly, on page ten,
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ie en article by Willy Hendforth. Subject - "My Major". Well,
thot wos the firat number, znd in the weeks end months thet
followed, 0ll the femous Public Schools, to the mumber of sbout
eighty, were given, #11 by Ertscoe. E.Sopps Frbles, Trockett
Grim "nd Pellowes' Poinful Parodies beceme reguler Testures.
Hubert Jarrow, e newcomer to the sochool st thet time, contributed
o reguler feature colled "Gossip of the Week". Mr. Clifford,
the Sports Mester, rlso had » reguler festure teaching the chaps
to pley footbsll and leter, cricket.

With No.15 in 0.5.N0.457, the cover chenged to o humorous
drawing, still be Briscoe, entitled "Femiliar Phrases from
Fiction", In this case, the phrase wes "He stood frosen with
Horror!" snd the picture showed 2 Boy ebout to be cened by e
Mester. The boy has iciclus projecting from him in ell
directions!

About this time Hsndforth commenced his replies to readers.
These were, 28 you con imagine, as pugnscious &s the suthorl

One of the most originsl, snd certeinly one of the funniest
copies of the St. Frenks Meg. is that which is edited by Hend-
forth. This gem wes conteined in 0.5.N0.459. It's worth
describing in deteil. Hendforth hrd secked all the steff, in-
cluding Briscoe, as he thinks he een do just es well on his own,
if not better! Result - cheosy, The cover is » drswing pur-—
porting to be a self portrait of the editor - that is, Hondforth
Ahpart from the terrible mess he'd mede of it, three inky thumb-
printe do not improve his menly festures! 411 the articles sre
by the one and only. These ere his reguler festures: "In roply
to Yours" snd Trackett Grim (this perticuler heir-raising episodp
is entitled "The Frightful Phentom of Finchly Forest"! Other
articles were, "The Modern Schoolgirl”, "The Blight of Bullying"
"My Football Pow-wow", the first chepter of » seriel tntitled,
"In sesrch of Gold" end en editorisl with o punch on every line!

I seid that Hendforth wrote £11 the erticles. I should
hove ssid with *wo exceptions. Th:se two were Welter Church
end Arnold McClure. They wrote erticles entitled "A Quiet Lifef
snd "Modesty". Lt the time Churcl hod a black eye ond McClure
the eersche. That wee the reeson they wrote the orticles!t
Added to ell this, just imsgine whet the whole thing looked 1liks
when the drewings were ell by Hendforth, (two of which were
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printed upside down, herdly improving their ertistic meritsl),
Coupled with this wes the foct thet the type wes rll over the

1ece end a1l different sizes, epert from the fect that much of
zt, too, wes upside down!

Of course the following week things were beck to mormsl.

The msg. got better, if snything, some weeks leter with the
introduction of seven new feotures, ell of which hed o good Tum.
They were - "Our Optimistic Oracle", 2 pep talk by Buster Boots.
wp_tted Pessimism” by the lugubrious Josh Cuttle. '"Trevel
Teles", a short edventure tele by Lord Dorriemore. "Addled
fncestry", e humorous end slightly insulting eccount of the
encestry of some of the Removites. "fordy Wisdom" by Timothy
Tucker. L most leerned srticle this, conteining more words of
enormous length to the squere inch than I've seen snywhere. Thig
porticuler episode is entitled "The Stupendous Infinity of
Limitless Spsce" end needs to be read with o dictionary et ones
clbow. Finelly we have "Tubbis on the Tub", & woekly speech
in cockney by pege-boy Tubbs.

During this period too, the cover wes changed twice. First
wos e series of six pictures showing the imaginsry future of
prominent Removites, snd secondly the pdventures of - the Hendfort)
brothers.

The Sehars Desert holidsy series come slong et this time
and the editorship pessed over to Buster Boois. However, the
set-up remeined the seme except that Hendforth's "In Reply to
Yours" greduslly became longer, in one issue no less then three
peges were devoted to his replies. On the return of the Holido]
perty Regsie Pitt took over, Nipper heving decided not to return
to the school. It wes rt this period that the [emous portra.i
gollery cppeered. 176 portreits of Removites sppesred, sll well
drewn, with e short description, chief cherpcteristice end
fevourite sport or recrestion. Following them ceme twelve
3rd Formers; then, with the incresse in length of the mein stor]
the St. Frenks Mpgezine come to sm end in 0.5.512. The editer
hed offered the choice of & longer story or continuing with the
meg . Readers ot that time must have plumped for the longer
story. Nothing like it eppesred egein, ond more's the pity.

Jim Southwoy hes sskel me if I cen supply o list of the

charecters end the houses they ocoupied, both in the old School
snd the new. 4B e matter of foct Len Peclman suggested somet!

r
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similer in the spring of lest yeer. So, Jim, you'll be pleesed
to heer thet en erticle deeling with the arrivel of every cherac
ter until the opening of the new school, complete with the houses
they occupied, will sppear in the Anmusl. My thenks cre due to
Len Packmen and Jeck Wood, for it wes meinly through their con-
tinued encoursgement that it sppeers in the Anmusel et ell.

And here, to round things off, ore the series snd titles:-
Series 1st N.S.
No.137-139. Reggie Pitt becomes owner of Raithmere Castla
(Re-intro. Ezte Quirke).
" 140-151. St. Frenks on e voysge to South Africo, Austrelie
end New Zealand.
w 152.159, The Snepk's Parsdise.
(Notes 152,157,158,159 Complete Stories.
" 160-169. The School Train.
" 170-174. The Remove in Arizona in Sesrch of Gold.
» 175-178. Intro. Standley Weldo.
m 179-182. The Return of Bernerd Forrest.
" 183.186. Nelson Lee v The Fu Cheng Tong.
m 187-189., Intro. Eileen and Molly Dere.
® 190-194. Fezturing Edgsr Fenton.
End of lst New Series.

PTitles No.251, the School on Strike. 252, April Fools.

253, St. Franks at "Appy impstesd". 254, a Shock for St.Frenks
255, The Prisoner of the Island. 256, The Remove Mrsters
Delusion, 257, The Mester of Mystery. 258, Handforth's
Hendfull., 259, The Riddle of Belltom Wood. 260, The Diemond
of Fote. 261, The Split in Study D. 262, The Spy of St.Frenkg
263, The Clew's of the Count. 264, Lord Derriemore's Quest.
265, Bound for Brezil. 266, The River of Wonders. 267, The
preem City. 268, The White Gients. 269, The Modern El Dorado
270, Abendoned emonz the Arzecs.

P.S. A full report of Mr. E. 5. Brooks' visit to the Club
will eppeer in the Nelson Lee Column for November.

Whet ebout Your Questionneire? We do
went your neme in the Collector's Who's who.




Old Boys Book Club

East Dulwich Meeting September 18.
Consilio et Animis

Resolution cnd Integrity were grestly in evidence when o
record sttendence gethered together to welcome Edwy Sesrles Brooks
and Herbert Leckemby et the monthly meeting of the club so ably
orgenised by the worthy host Len Peckmen. The genersl business
of the club was quickly deelt with and then the cheirmen celled
upon the vice-president, Herbert Leckenmby, to sddress the meeting.
This he did end gave an interesting eccount of the commencement
of the C.D., how the York Exhibition wss srranged, snd the growth
of the C.D's circulation. He further stressed how well his
host @nd hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Cherlie Wright, hed trested him.
The cheirman suitebly replied with e hesrty vote of thenks to
Herbert for all his good work on bechelf of the hobby.

Robert Blythe then geve rm account of the club's sqcial end
dimer which is to e held on Seturdsy Februery 25th next. All
members end friends who intend to be present sre ssked to send
in their nemes together with five shillings deposit, full cost
ten shillings esch.

The dust wrepper of the forthcoming Tom Merry's .inmusl wes
then passed round for members' perusel, together with a copy of
the Glemorgen County Times which contsained en erticle on
Meurice Bond's wonderful collection of Union Jecks end Sexton
Blake Libreries.

Isn Whitmore then hended in more Rookwood jottings. He
hed his rewsrd, as ¢ little later he wes successful in coming
first in the No.4 Pictoriel Quiz, & very creditsble effort.
Second in the quiz wes John Gesl.

The clock then showed 6.30 p.m. #nd Edwy Scerles Brooks
eppesred on the scens. Then followed e wonderful veriod for
the Nelson Lee snd Sexton Bleke fens. Questions were fired
right end left snd to these the distinguished guest suitebly
rcplied. Mr. Brooks signed mmerous photogrephs end sutograph
books, and after e heerty vote of thenks left expreseing the
fect thet he would like to sttemnd s future mecting.
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The exchenge end mart wusiness done wes e record, and with
8 record large ottendence present Len Peckmen snd Robert Blythe
are to be congretuloted on their fine efforts on behslf of the
club.

The next meeting is to be held st 46, Coarleton Road,
Hollowey, London, K.7. on Sundsy October 16th 2t 4 p.m.

Attendence: Edwy Seerles Brooks, Herbert Leckenby, Jeck
Wood, Len, Jose and Eleenor Packmen, Charlie snd Olive Wright,
Robert snd Leure Blythe, Prenk snd Mrs, Keeling, Mr. end Mrs.
Dubb, John Geel, Tan Whitmore, Herry Homer, S. Godfrey, R.Descon
8. Bounds, E.P.K. Willett, C. J. Bertlett, A. Richardson,

B. Primg, E. S. Johnson, Beh and Bob Whiter.

BENJAMIN G. WHITER.

WANTED: 411 beck numbers of Collector's Digest. /lso Anmusls,
William Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, London, K.W.1O0.

AN INEXPENSIVE HOBBY: Collect Specimen Coplas of Victorien
boys' papers. I cen supply Boys of Englend, Boys' Stemdsri,
Boys' Comic Journal, Boys of the Empire, Young Englishmen,
Boys' World, Black Bess, Black Highweymen, Sweengy Tood, Blue-
skin, Tyburn Dick, Ching Ching, Herkewsy, ond hundreds more.
6/6 per dogen. Mederaft, 64 Woodlends Road, Ilford.

WANTED: Aldine Publicetions, Turpins, Duvels, Robin Hoods, etc.
E. R. Lendy, 4 Nunsaton Road, Degenham, Essex.

WahTED: for Collection: Megnets prior to No.890. Gems prior

to No.l000. Populars, S.0.L's, Holicdsy Anrusls, Nelson Lee,
Boys' Friend Pre-wer Chempions, Triumphs, Hotspurs, Rovers,
Pilote, Rongers, Adventures, Wizards end Skippers. Good Prices
Peid. Books with schocl stories only. ©P. Willett, 67 Ford
Bridge Roed, Ashford, Mildlesex.

WaNTED: Boys' Megozine Fumbers 332 to 334, 340 to 343,

343 to 350. W. Darwin, 76 Tiestern Rord, Esst Dene, Rotherhem,
Yorks.

Adverts Urgently Wended
for the Asnnunl, 24. word.
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HMamiltonda.

Conducted by Herbert Leckerby

For domestic ressons the week ending Angust 2Tth was e
worrying end enxious one for me, but in the midst of it, there
csme slong three srticles for the Annuel which did e good desl
to lighten my burden, First ceme nestly prepered by Len
peckmen e 1ist of early Gem stories, snd side by side with them
their appearsnce ea reprints many yeers leter. It is interest
ing to note then in very few ceses did they bear the seme title
in faet, in most they were quite different. A good contribu-
tion this for those Gemites keen to secure some story they reed
in their youth but who heve been unsble to get it in the origing

Then came a bulky packet from John Geel conteining s long
list of Magnet seriea, well over 100 of them, with crisp com--
mente on the mejority of them. My word} Johnny must heve used
some mignight oil over this lot, and e fine jod he has mede of
it, too. A valusble werk of reference I cen essure you.

Then on the lsst dsy of the week thcere srrived Roger
Jenkin's contribution "Cerdew of the Fourth". It's e little
masterpiece, sbout 3000 words of pure King's English flowing
amoothly from the pem, 2 delightful summing up of the most
unpredicte®le charscters in ell S5t. Jims lore. I cennot
resist quoting e few santences from it.

"Until the errival of Cardew in Gem No.475, St. Jims hed
been populsted essentially by black end white chersoterss there
Were no grey Ones. On one side of the line were Tom Merry,

1.

Blake and Figgine, end on the other side were Mellish, Recke
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ond Crooke. Onc knew when to cheer, and whem to boc the
vililein becsuse one knew in edvence how they would reect to the
prescribed set of circumstences. It wes slmost like putting
& pemy in the slot and seeing puppets dance. Small wonder
then thet the advent of such an unpredicteble character es
Cardew threw 8 spemmer intc the works."

Yes, I think you'll like it,

inywey, these three contributioms coming in the midst of my
home anxieties, scted like e tomic., Seid I to myself, "A very
big step forwsrd towsrds the success of the Annusl."

===as=ws

A kcen student of Hemilton lore, but who msybe never sew en
early Msgnet or Gem, remsrked in a letter recently, "I sometimes
see the old covers of the Gem referred to es blue, sometimes as
green. Which were they?" Yes indeed, from what I heard in
London there secems to be & resl conflict of opinion sbout this.
But come to that, we elweys telk sbout red-cevered Msgnets, But
were they? Hardly, I think. "Answers" I believe had aexsotly
the same kind of cover paper, snd it wes elways known as the
F‘.cldm One". However, whether or mo, we shsll go on talldng of
"red" Megnets for over end eye. It slips easily off the gongue,
8 term of envy, to signify something as scerce as - gold. So
efter all, red or golden, it mesns the same¢ thing here.

==ms====

Still Another Bunter. In the July issue I referred to the
forgotten Bunter who lived for # short spell over 40 years j2¥=(0]
Well, there was 8till enother of the neme, =nd o little esrlier
still. He went to K nthorpe School, seversl serisls sbout which
eppecred in "Big Budget" and "Boys Leader". They were written
by populer Sidney Drew. Agein, he was very different to the ond
you 211 know, for he was leader ¢f the rivel house to Lengtons,
which wes equivelent to the School Reuse st St. Jime. Bunter's
Christien name wae never or seldom mentioned. An?, oh yes, the
leader of Lengton's House waes Jack Redfern.

e —

And telkdng about rivelry, you know there's e good deal
exliste between Leeites ond the Megnet-Gem fretermity. But it
|seems to me there's elso quite £ lot between the edherents to thel
two Hemilton prpers themselves. I've heard them at it. Some
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sweer by the Megnet, some are out and out Gemites. Soems to me
there's subject here for e debete. '"Which Wes the Best" - the
Gem or the Mognet?"; with » neutrel cheirmen, For instence,
I cen see somecne starting by saying Tom Merry wes s finer
cherecter than Harry Wharton, then a Megnet man retorting that
Wherton heving faults like most of us wee more true to life
and humsn, Heving threshed that out someome would rise and
contend thst nowhere in the Gem wes there one to compare with
Bunter, whose name had passed into the English lsngusge. Then
heving ceught the chairmen's eye, up would get & Gemite, not
neceesarily a mele, to sey quietly thst nowhere st St. Jims wee
there one es lovable, as amusing, es delightful ss desr old
D'Arcy. Other names would follow - Telbot, Vernmon-Smith,

Bob Cherry, Menners, Reilton, Quelch.

Yes verily, if ever such a debate should be insugurated,
I should like to be there. How sbout it, you members of the
01d Boys' Book Club?

And now here's the remainder of Len Packmsn's 1list of the
Magnet titles which sppeared more than once. Did you notice
lest month how often Bunter's neme figured? I wonder how fre—
quently, in the full 1683 titles, the rotund one wes ectuslly
mentioned or implied.

Saved by His Enemy. (2) 1445, 1605.
The Artful Dodger. 3) 163, 582, 1142.
The Bounder's Triumph. Ea 248, 1675.

The Bounder's Wey. 490, 922.

232, 947, 1484.
467, 977, 1319.
902, 1528.

52, 431.

68, 641.

960, 1078, 1668.
610, 1603.

1038, 1349, 1610.

g 179, 952
} » 952,
3

2
The Circus Schoclboy. 3
The Deserter. b
The Feud with Cliff House 2
The Hero of Greyfrisrs. 2
The Invesion of Greyfriers. (2
The Jeper of Greyfrisrs. 3
The Mystery of Mr. Quelch. (2
The Mystery of Wherton Ledge(3
The New Boy's Secret. 2
2) 204, 858,
2) 475, 1111.
2) 456, 1488
2) 61, 459.

The Perting of the Weys.

The Prefect's Plot.

The Rescel of the Remove. {
The Rivels of Greyfriars.
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The Sohemer of the Remove (3) 1062, 1408, 1566.
The Schoolboy soneylender 2) 207, 272.

The Schoolboy Sleuth. 2) 1399, 1552.
The Slocker's Awekening 2) 958, 1358.
Under Bunter's Thumb. 2) 455, 1090.
Whe Punched Prout? 2) 1085, 1168.

I N

Sti11 .nother "Richards" School

Rose Lewn,
Kingsgate-on-Ses,
ingust 24th, 1949. Kent.

Desr Herbert Leckenby,

Thenk you for sending on the letter from
Mr. Forsyth of Aberdeen: & very interesting letter, to which
I heve replied.

Just e smrll spot of news: yet enother
school hes come into existence: "Iymwood" this time. It will
by published by Mr. Allen of Menchester.

Tom Merry's Annuel will be out before
very long now. I think I told you that the originsl ides wes
Summer end Christmes Annuele; but the two heve been combined in
a8 volume of whet sceme to me prodigious extent. It is slresdy
heing teken up in greet numbers by the "trade", bless their hearts
and more power to their elbows! But reslly, from what I have
seen of it so fer, it will be rather s record in Anmuels.

Alweys y::_ln-u sincerely,
FRANK RICE..RDS
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MANDEVILLE PUBLICATIONS
New sddress: 55, Victoria Street,
London, S.W.l. Tel: ABBay 541
Desr Mr. Leckenby, September 6, 1949.

Meny thanks for your letter of the 3rd, enclosing e copy of
the September issue of "The Collector's Digest", with our sd.
This is first-rete, end I think, es you say, it will be even
better in your larger Amnusl,

Yours sinecerely,
RAYMOND RICHARDS
P.S. Thenk you for your remerks sbout the Annusel - it is reslly
going to be ¢ wimner, Weit end see! Thank you slso for your
efforts end good offices elwsys on our behslf. They sre greatly
opprecisted.
(¥ote new sddress. - H.L.) P

Tribute to Ci frcm far Bresil
C/o Royal Mril Igencies (Brazil) Ltd.,
Avenids Rio Brenco 51/2;,
Rio de Jeneiro, Breeil, South ‘merics.
Deer Mr. Editor, 8th August, 1949.

IB{ I edd my humble protest to those elready voiced inst
the “elittlemafit of n's drgwings expressed by severs.
readers in the Jume "C.D."

ovn greference is for Shield's work snd I think there caj
be no doubt that he wes the more telented of the two famous
"Megnet" ertiois. At the same time I feel we should not forget
thet Chepmen drew more pictures cf the Greyfrisrs scene then eny
other artist end his work is essentially tied up with the old
sturies we love so much. . iy 11 5 th

e 88 We ELTrow mure ma Qg ears, fllow ourselves
Juxurcy oﬂécom‘lm ‘.%ra end mraugriticgl of 'what we ccll the
" arity" of his figures, but I doubt whether his
gove us thet immression dur:l':\g our esrlg reading da{g.

In my opinion, Cheppen's illusiretions during the last few
years of the "E:gnat" never hed quite the ssme epperl 2s those o
esrlier yeers the leter generetion of resders will mot hrve

him et his best period. But the older brigede will, I em
sure, heertily sgree that enother glance et the covers of say
"Mognets" Nbﬁ.jjgr("Fﬂllf-n Fortmes" ), 843 ("Pen's P2l") end 956
("The Slecker'z Awskening) will speedily reessure us that Chep—
men's drewings hed e cherm entirely of their own — & cherm not
te be lightly cest eside even efter duly ecknowledging the
edmitted superior work of Leonerd Shields.

Sincerely yours,
R. H. HUNTER.

3
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(Hote.- Oceapicnelly we receive & grouse from one of the older
membars of the cirecle thot there's nmot enough about the pepers
of his period. There's gomething in this, but it's pertly due
to the feot thot the veterons don't send £long the copy.
However, to remedy motters we ore sterting e series desling with
the beat remembered papers of the long sgo, the first on the
PBersons Boys' Leeder by myself. This will rum over two issues
No. 2 will be o fine review of "Chums" by Herold Dubb. We shall
welcone other contributions, perticularly of pepers which were
in their hey-dey prior to 1914. - H.L.)

POPULAR P_A_.m‘ OF THE P.AST
1 - The Boys' Leader

A Short-lived Paper Which Deserved a Better Fete.
By Herbert Leckenby

There were dramatic and emusing circumstances connooted with
the birth of the Boys' Leader which tock place September 18th,
1903. At the time, in the field of boys' gournsls, Hemilton
Edwards

gupreme. He looked down from his throme ond scornfully dered
snyone to challenge him. Tn Jume 1901 the Boys' Friemd, af ter
& run of severdl years st @ halfpenny, hed been incressed to 2
penny, and had become the most widely reed paper in the land.
Inspired by hls success, it he. b year later been joined by the
Boys' Realm, end then efter much blowing of trumpets in August
1903, the Boys' Hereld sppesred. No sconer wes No.l of the
letter paper on the bookstells then the rival house of Pesrsons,
publisheis of the suvcessful Big Budget, boldly threw down the
geuntlet by snnouncing the coming of “"The Boys' Leader". They
went sbout it in no uncertein faghion, too, for they spreed the
news by meens of sn emount of edvertising unusuel in connection
with s boys' peper. What is morem they went right into the
enemy's cemp to do some of it, for quite on impressive smount of
cash peesed into the Hormsworth ccffers for spece in the three
pepers mentioned. One week hrlf r poge of glering type told
the resders thas tho Boys' Leader wes to consist uf 24 prges, Weq
£o be on white paper (the Boye' Horrld hed 16 prges end wes plso
on white peper) ond wes to heve stories by the best boys' ruthors
in the lznd.
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Homilton Edwerds took p very dim view of nll this end
streight owey begen to splesh a1l over his three pepers the
werning that he w8 editor of only the Boys' Friend (on green
paper), the Boys' Reslm (on pink) snd the Boys' Hersld (on white
One week st leest thie informotion oppeared slep up egoinst the
advertisement. Moreover, in his chot Hemilton Edwordse compleing
about unscrupulous ettempts to deceive hie boys by misleading
advertisements. All this, to eey the loost, seemed rether
peevish on the part of the gentleman in the editorisl chair et
Carmelite House.

lnyway, let's heve & lock et the paper which had dared to
throw out & chellenge. It's pego Bize was exectly the seme =8
the Boys' Friend snd its compeniens,sbout 143" by 11". First
ceme & serisl by Henry T. Johmson, "Winning His Spurs", with a
capitol drewing by "Vel" on the front pege (the seme srtist hed
dpne the front psge for the Boys' Hereld). . second seriel wrs
"The City of Derkness" by Sidney Drew. Third serisl was "The
Rivel Bushrengers" by Donuven Mert TheRja publicity stunt
eppeered en old Jules Verne story "Adrift on the Wide Pecific.”
There wes elsc a long complete story, srticles snd in addition
8 separste section of cight pages "Punny Pips" pertly comics
but elso containing o long instelment of & school story. "His
Lordship of Ringmeed School" by Cleude Hesthcote, illustreted by
h. H. Clerke. Five serials in =ll.

The lay-out wes ettroctive end sltogether it wos not et ell
e bad effort; whet is more, it imprcved es time went onm.

The editor wes Arthur C. M rtimer, uwsing the pen name
brthur Brooke, who wea elresdy editor of the "Big Budget", He
wes perheps npt sc well-known es Hemilton Edwards, he wes not es
fond of spleshing hie photograph ell over the plece fur one thing
but he was cne of the kindliest end sincerest of men, and one
who took & reel genuine interest in his youthful reeders.

The extrs eight pages were dropped after five menths or so,
end sbout the same time there wes a noteble nddition to the
ateff of contributors - Mexwell Scott. He came slong with &
serirl "The Iron Skull" for which he crected e new detective,
Verncn Rerd. It was e fine story, too, ome of his best, snd
an instelment of it heos remoined vivid in my mind throughout the
yeers. It concerned s thrilling rece to Armley Geol, neer
Lecds, to srve the life of r men condemmed.to be hung. The
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r.;.:s sriptron of the dash Ly cer (in the days when motoring wos
in its infency) wes thrillirg in the extreme. The pessing minut
7.50, T.71, 7.53 - were thrcwn up 1n 1nrge type ns they passed
certein points, ond they tore up to the jeil on the etroke of
eight, to seve the innocent life by a hesirsbresdth. 4s I
have releted elsewhere, Mexwell Scott whilst writing the story,
went over the grcund stop wr*ch in hand so that he could get
the deteile exectly correct.

And now let me digress for e moment to relate an experience|
of my own which in my mind was linked up with this story.

In the eerly pert of 1939 I journeyed cne Seturdsy morming
to a town about eight miles rrom the centre of Leeds to repre-
gent my office at the funeral of en old collesgue. He hed
died et the home of & deaghter in Leeds end had been taken to
thet of snother dsughter et his lirthplace for burisl. The
mouraers, sbout 60 or them, gethered in e little rcom eand over—
flowed into the sircet. The underteker srrived and efter o
word of greeting asked the Leeds deughter for the buriel certi-
ficete. She stered et him for e moment, then jumped to her
feet crying, "Oh my God! I've left it in Leeds." The
undertaker lucked concerned end expleined he could not cerry
out the buriel without it. Consternation reigned, end my old
comrade, his coffin still open, his mouth set firmly =28 I had
often seen it in 1ife, seemed to be eiministering e reproof.
The underteker cffered tc loen one of tho cers to run down to
Leeds, seying, "Yuu've 25 mimutes." The daughter wes too
upeet tc go,80 £ sirl friend who kmew exectly where th: certi-
ficete wes, wuluniteered. I wos osked to go with her. Just
a8 we were mmking for the cer the deughter excleimed, "Ch,

T heven't got the hcuse key, my husband has it." Vowing we
would get in somehow, we set off a few seconds leter &nd were
tearing elong the roed busy with Ssturday treffic. Fortumately
the driver kmew the wey. It was e heir-reising ride; we
tore round corners on two wheels; we more then once ignored
troffic lights. “Je resched the house; I by good fortune
found o hendy brick, smaghed ¢ window, undid the cctch, snd
helped the girl through. She grebbed the ell importent
certificete frum the mentelpiece, scrembled cut, and in skoodt
less time than it tekes to tell, ess Mexwell Scott would hove
seid, we were n the return journey.




All correspondence to -
Helfs Bonde 10 Hrw Jen. Rhivbina., Cardiffe

THE ROUMD TABLE.

In the September issue I mentioned that I had
Just been inmterviewed by a reporter regarding my colleciion
of Blake stories and materiale As I had hoped the subject
proved to be interesting to the publishers and in the Sept.
3rc issue of the "Glomorgan County Times” I had a snot all to
mrself on the front page. The actual rrticle is reproduced
elsevhere and I think you will agree that it reads quite well
excevt for the one or two errors whiech unavoidably crept in
by way of tho reporter's pens As a matter of fact the good
fellow vms so very covervhelmed by the vast varioty of subjects
contained within the Blake field that he hardly knew vhere to
‘start, and although his main object vas to give LE a write up
rather then Sexton Blrke, he wms at tho some time wondering
how he could deseribe it all in concise terms, I must now
apologise to ire Joseph Parks for the statement that Herbert
cnd I are joinmt editors of "The Collectors Liscollany" and I
mm sure he will not be too eritical on the subjecte But it
is amazing the imterest raised by this article. I have been
howbarded with questions on Elgke fram all sides, and I have
beén emused vhen some people havo met me and said "Good L:‘orninj

lire Blake: How's Tinker?" otec etcs
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T have just had o mast itorcsting letior fram 7ilfred Darvin,
who, =8 you are n'Tro, is o very kecn studont of Blake lore

-ad <o has gone d ly irto the storics Mohind the nuthors
and artists of U.J. 2nd 3.3.L. storicss ile has given sone
vory intoresting n‘:'t on v.rious Blke’authors hich I ann surd

you will like to lnoua Firet of 11 ho mentiencd 3t cey
Thies ~uther, ‘110 dotuctive's maesule,
ag ¢ tigt. ¢ trovelled through imy couniries in

his time inel
all on puzh bi

ng cost :i‘ Gureove -~nd twueh of iorth Afries oind
Lo or on feote On one cceosion he rode te
Athens, thor to !sroeco. lie even travvled on o bike
2cTo 38 de Stocey Z2lake hes E de uce of his e-rl
tr-iving for e loarn th % he ho an i ¥
lezding gallerices in IDnglondes  He l].v..ul = A

Another frmeus 3l-ke cuthor, L.Ce Dout
Hull nd educrted ot Trenmt Jollege. ile
sid & jelng -gont i 5 tine «nd in 1
prospeeting for gold on Hudson Boy. A
netion the fact it is 2lse knon thot ~aite rose protIy
high in tho ibrth Teost lourmted Polices You =ill reeall that
nost of his Blake sterios hed o Conadian hoekzrounds

Wilf tclls us aboeut other cuthors toc but I lave 2ot the
so.ce to go imbe dotu at tlhis tine se J.ll t.,l; 3
in :nethor runbere I nust ‘.1:,1;

ing you of 1 i - gtortling de

elusivo Jolin Jruwx. ,nd i3, in roclity t
story -riter Joln lovben Clinces A first I 2
a0t link up the stylo of Jaohn .}rw-.o:tr_'
of the utlizr of tho -asul.r Je ilwillead thrillera -4
now beost sellers in <1l libriricss Sub wilf sont Do o copy
sf tho Cherry ‘rie noval d "’;Zur.l-ar in 0ilg" :2d I can
+tell you kKnoT it tho cox isen ith the rocemt Drurziond
gtory “Tho Living Skeloton" shovs tha 't if Dtwriond is nat Je
Wetten Bhnnee than hic has blitoirtly coviods OQur uarber and
friond John Jturiond of ilegsiich Castle <A1l mo Joubt be vory
itorogted to lier this piseo of novse TALE ca“mludes his
letter ith the imtorcsting news the + ho has sugTosted a Bruke
serial tn the Dditsr of tho fonous “Answors'e ".“u.* a grond
idea .nd -mily it ccull bo domes A1 nol Te grll
see lotore

; s born in
suthe r, :dit-:r

J—l‘J"B he
gh "H1f docs ned

H.al:e BOUDa
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Personally Speaking - sboumt Slake.

A new featwre from tiie pen of Nex Dolphin.

Bdit slote: This comtribution from Rex was originnlly
intended for inelusica in our 1549 Annuel, but owing to high
pressure wvork resulting in my in=bility to comtinue -Ath
other- features due for publication, plus the scute shortage
of suitable waterial from other Blake devotees, I have been
compelled to use it for the G.D. I regret that I em uncble
1o presert it in it's entireity, for it is an item vhich
deserves such trestment, but pressurc of spuce will not allow,
especially this month, vhon my co-editor hes so much to tell
you in his section. Hewever I am sure you vill all enjoy
fen's latest effort and will understand the difficulties.

I meke no apology for bringing the personal element
irtto these notes; for Sexton lake has been a part of my lifo
foz* so long thet should I never read or hear of him again T
sho'd fecl that I had lost a vey dear friend.

Soxton Blake is my constant companion. lierever I go
T take either the memory of him or ais prinmted adventurcs.
llo enlivens the best of helidays; he brightens the vorst of
dull dayse At hcme, abroad; in peace or var; he is the
clzsest of friendse Through him toe meny other friends have
been founde

iy first meeting with Blako vas during a certain Xmas
—hen Lord ilwrtingley's Hobin Hood League became active, and
one of their rather theatrical but well-meaning escapades
endod in tragedy. They staged rather a grim practicel joks,
Tt were horrified vhen one of their victims wes fouad undor
a. fir=tree =-— doad === presumably murdered.  "The Crime Of
The Chrigtmas Tree" the sonsational newspapers and the maga-
zinos callod it. And how appropriate that titlo was! ior
tho tree had committod tho crime --- by releasing a hoavy
spiked icicle, vhich pierced tho man in a vital spots Bloke's
mstorly handling of tho case and his very human character
oernod my instait admirgtion.




T had heard of Bleke befare then; I had mot his many
jmitotors; but this 'm=s the first timo I had scen the great
detoctive in actions. His superb brein, his physical courage,
and sbove all his humanity, appealed to the idealist in mes
From then on I insisted on meeting him eight or nine tines a
pomth, to follow up his mere outstanding casess iiore than
4hat , I searched high cnd lew for all primtod records of his
garlicr worke Those wore the days, friends, when you ciuld
yrite to a btack mber specialist saying: "Pleaso forwrrd a
canplete set of “Union Jucks" for the year 1926, for vhich I
cnclose 8/8d."  You could do that now, of coursc. The
difforence is, in those days you'd got thena

Wherover Blake womt, I wes his invisible conpanion;
gharing 'ith him the frostbites ol tlio Yukon =nd the malaria of
Ceittral Africe; dodging with him the cssassin's swvift bullet,
fighting beck=to-vall heevily outmumbered by the thugs of nany
different undervorlds; puzzling with hinm over the intricate
problems of a thousand casess Tt wes not a lifo of all erine
and romznce; there wns also the homely plecsure of the Baker
Street house with lirse Berdell's iminmitable cockery of both
food and English; the verm compznionship of his fou close
fricnds, notably George Coutts and “Splash™ Prgee

Sexton Dlake wes litornlly an educatioms Tho word has
2 horek Ting, ccholng the grim tyranwy of prisen-like sehool
.plls, and ill-associsted, one vould think, with sonscticnal
dotoctive fictiom. Eut to be educated by Blake was very
enjoyables He wms an exnert chauist, physicist, atilcte, riflp
shot, navigator, psychologist, linguist and travoller, among
ooy other thingse It *ms from hin thet I lecrned to bo koon
sbout thesec pursuits

To Be Continugds

OGS 1OR® IT IS EARMSSTLY RugUl3TED THAT RUALRS or
THIS SECTION OF TILi CeDe SHOULS LIIZAVULR 0 COITRIBUTL SCLid
ARTICLL OR OFILR Mk OF TIVULE. IT I33CuU.I..6 TICRDASINGLY]
DIFFICULT TO LMINODUC. VARILLY INJO “BLAKTAMA" 0.IHG TO A
L&CK OF CONTRIBUDIONS A3 4% THIS TLI OF WU YLAR IT IS ALSO
IESIEABL: TO HAVZ AS LAY FLTIR3S FOR THE FUCTHCOMING AITIUAL
A4S POSSIBLE. BLAKE FAND = PLLASY PLAY UPLI:
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“THE UiITOH JACK™ 1931,

1420, Vight Birds.
1421. Voodoo Vengorngo!

(2)
14224 ir. lidnigtt. (Story of Stage Play)

1423, Flat Fouwrteon.

1424. Ambushi

1425. Thoe Red Illet Racketoors.
1426+ Rod Tonguose

1427, Tho iolce

1428. Cermono CUames Acrosse
1429. Lootl

1430, Crooks Hoven!

1431. Thugst

1432, Black Spaniard Creck.
1433, Sexton Blake On Tho Spote
1434, Phantom Island.

(1)

taf

(5)

(8)
(7

1435, Sexton Bluke Clecuns Up Chicogoa

1436, Undor Cover!
1£37. Rivel Racketeers!
1438, Yollow Guile.
1439, Tho loodle iiane
1440, 'larning By Wirel
1l:4le Scerots For Salel
14424 Tho Catspowe
1443, The Uhisperer.

()

144. Sexton Blnko Saves Hlackpoola

1445, Poarls Of Porill
1+:6s The 4 Ships liystory.
14474 Bootlog Islond.
1484 Piracy!

1449+ Dar Goldl

1450« Gnnglond's Docroe.
1:51. Zlonace Ovor iargrtoe
1452, Lonely Furtie

1453« The Dozth Squad.
1454« Doomed To Devil's Islande
14554 Diamond Lure!

1456 Hot Lead:

1457+ The 3lack Boomerangs
1158+ The Gang Girle

(9)

(10)
(11)

(12)
(13)
(14)

(15)

Arthony Skonee

Ge He Toede

Domnld Stuart.
Glbert Chostore
Reid Thitley.

Ddvy Sesrlos Brooks.
Gilbert Chosters
iteid Thitlay.
Gilbort Chesters
Devid lacCluire.
Gilbert Chosters
Rox Hardinges

Ge He Toode

Edwy Secrls 3rooksd
@Elbert Chostore
Anthony Skenes
Gilbort Chesters
Rex Hordingos
GeHe Toede
ilornan Taylor.
Robert iiurraye.
Celinlcoln Hincks,
Atthony Skonoe
Robort ilurraye
Gilbort Chostore
Celle Toode
Gilbert Chostors
Gelle Toods

Gelle Toode

ReLs Hadficlde
GeHe Toede
Gilbort Chostere
GeHe Tocde

Rox Hordingee
(alle Toede

Rex Hardingoe
Robert iurraye.
Lavis Jockoone
Gelle Toode
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" 3 Ll i
1459. The Bishop ilurder -ysterys Celinlcolm Hinckse
1460. The Red Swordsmane Robert Lurray.
1461. Sponish Goldl (16) G.He Toede
1462 The Y.ﬁli:t'e Blecke Roid Whitleys
1463« Crocks Hotole Robort Lurraye
1464e The Fifth Stairl Anthony Skonoe
14654 Doccd Shipsae (17) GaHa Toods
1466« The ixm They longeds Stanlaoy Gordona
1467, The Ghost=icbiles (18) Gvyn Evense
1468+ Tho Land Grobberss Reod Hnrdinges
1469. A Cormer In Crookse (19) Robort Hurrayse
1470. Tho Phanton Of The Pantonines e Jo Elliotts
14T1le The Prisoner Of The Horeos (20) GoHe Teeds
Key to Choractorss
Hu:tem 2. 8 1Te
ﬁ:r.. =
1
& '-’v'oo 3e Se
Tallc. 4. 7.
Roxanes 6s S 104 11, 124 134 1
T Lings 8.
Ge lis Plumior. 15« 16. 20a
luriel larle 15, 16a
Splash Pagoe 18.
Ruff Hansone 18,
Confedoration. 1%
-D-Q-O"Q-S— =g e O 0= O 0= 0= O=0= J= O~ 3= Q= O Qo= O o= = Q= 0= Q= O = O
n NOVELBIR o shall presomti-
(a) Tho Rownd %able. (b) Personally Speaking II.

(e) Tho Uedae for 1930. (d) SeBe fnd The First orld Yer
(o) Round Teble Reminisconces ios 1o by [Halls Bonds

AND DON®T FURGET! TUHAT ARTICLE FOR THE C.D.!
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The first article on the inside Front
. Cover was from the "Glamorgan County Times"
.of Saturday, 3rd September, 1949; and the
second, headed "Boys Papers" from the "New—
castle Evening Chronicle", of 14th September,
1949.

 WANTED: Sidney Drew and similer Books, Boys
Friend 3d and 44 etc., also any fantasy
fiction. Many exchanges.

Henry J.H.Bartlett, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge,
Bridport, Dorset. s

P S







