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LIVE LETTERS

14.1G.49
Dear Lir.Leckenby,
How nice of you *to write.
We have now heard from Frank

Richards and will be giving his
letter next weelk.

Kind rezards,

S
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Noxt Issue December
Editor, Miscellenecus Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchenge,
¢/o Centrol Registry, Northern Comnend, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHATR

Developments: verily, evuonts move so quickly in the publi-
city world, thet it is difficult to keep prce with them. Note
somc which hsve heppened since our 1est issue =nd I'1l vouch you'll
pgree with me. £

Pirst, fellow citizen Jeck Wood thought he would try snother
John Drunmond to scc if he could be more successful then my co-
cditar. Jock's querry wes John L. Drummond, ncwa editor of the
Deily Grephic. igein it wrs £ blenk cs for ns trrcing the Sexton
Blrke ruthor wes concerned, but Jrck hedn't wested his time. Om
the contrery, the news editor sconted o story in whet Jeck had told
him rbout the hobby, end reked for fuller information. Following
up, Jeck suggestod the Grephic send & reporter to the 014 Boys' Bog
Club on the coming Sundoy. They did so, snd you see the result
elsewhere.

Then, no doubt, many of you sew rn emsing letter, end reply,
which epperred in the "Deily ddrror" on October 1lth. For those
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who didn't. it's reprcducted on the inside front cover, together
with rn rcknowlcdgment of 2 letter I wrote the "old codgers" rs
they cre known, Also letter from Fronk Richerds himself.

Following this, clert Bob Blythe had e chet with the "live
letter" editors on the 'phone. He told them nll rbout us;
they wore interested ond suggested Bob get in touch with the
festures editor. Bob honded that job over to Len Packmen who,
st the moment of writing, is busy on the story. If enything
comes of it before this issue goes to press, I'll add e note
elsewhere.

‘Yot on the heels of this incident, I received s letter from
Frank Richsrds, with which he enclosed one from Mr. Sydnay
Jecobson, fusture writer on the cless 6d. weekly "Leeder".
You'll see these letturs ¢1sc on enother page The moment I'd
reed them I grebbed my 'phone eénd called the aever reedy Len
Pockmen. He jumped to it, with the result thet r meeting with
Mr. Jrcobson wns arranged. If enything develops from that in
time, thet rlso will be referred to somewhcre.

Well, thort's not 211, for Hessrs. Cherles Skilton ere
hoving & stend st the Sundey Times exhibition held ot Grosvenor
House, Park Lene (Oct. 3lst — Nov. 14th) =nd on thrt strnd will
be ¢ displey of Bunter lore over 40 ycers.

Finrlly, i. J. Southwry in for ewey South ifrice is ective
sceing through rn article on old boys' books which is %o sppeer
in "Cutspan”, losding journel in thet part of the world.

Yen, ¢11 this,you fellows in conn.ction with our once
obscurc now frmous hobby. It just shows you whet cen be done
shen £ lot of enthusirsts get together.

Dilemme: This, maybe, is herdly the ploco to discuss onc's
domestic affrirs, but I heve hed so meny kind letters (so meny
it is impossidlc to reply individurlly) of sympothy -nd offcrs
of help follewing thet hurried end rrther dremrtic postseript
of mine in the lsst issue thet I feel compelled to refer to it
agrin. Jloreover, it wes porhrps not rs clirr =8 it might
heve been, for some of my friends got the impression that it
wos due to rn rccidentel fire. .nywry, it docs open up ¢
question which to some extcnt concerns others rs well ns myself

rnd ss we ~rc onc big frmily, ss it were, there is some excuse
or_mg.
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tell, this wes the way of it. I hed just returned from
visits to several plsces where wives st leest looked on their
husbsends' hobby interest with & tolerent eye, =nd, in some cases
were 88 keen collectors. T had seen them together at the Dulwich
meeting, the wives busy with the social side. With this in mind
I arrived home to find bonfiree hed been made of 8 good propor-
tion of my collection. You cen picture then my feelings as I
surveyed the ashes of what had once been ressured letters con-
taining velueble informetion, file copies of the c.D., S.P.C's,
c.i'e, eorly Boys' Friend Libreries, Cleude Duvels, Dick Turpins,
other Aldines, and goodness knows what else. Incidentelly, this
experience will help to exploin fo those with whom I heve not yet
hed the pleesurc of meeting for a friendly chet why I have my
correspondence addressed to the office.

Inywey, therc hes been compsnsetion even for en unh?ppy
cpiacde like this, for T have bec¢n greetly cheered by the mary
kind cnd gonerous letters I hev: received, with their offers of
nelp to replace my losses whure possible, offers I shell be de-
lighted to teke edventcge of ee soon as I cen get things straight-
ened out.

Fow I do from time to time heer of wives who do not tzke too
ldndly to their husbends' preoccupntion with the hobby. Msybe
it is understendcble, moybe We ere nuisecnces for the wey we leeve
copies of pepers lying sbout or cccupying spece for storing which
thcy think could be put to better usc. But thel could be scid
gbout sny hobby. Possibly, too, we ere sometimes temptcd to buy
more than we cen reelly sfford, but in our cese, ot the present
time £t sny rote, it is only like buying sheres on & stesdy merke
or where they tend to rise. If for soms resson you want to un-
loed you cen, ot leest, get your money beck sfter getting much
enjoyment out of one's purcheses.

Howover, where I Pm concerned, with rll my problems, so long
pg I retein my fecultics, the C.D. will elwrys continue to come
out nbout the first week in the month, even if I heve to write my
chet under e lemp-post on r winter's night in r snow-storm.
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Dissppointment:  fnother doleful per. Ae will be geen from
the Letter Box we sre not to hove Mr. E. S. Brooks' St. Frenks story,
prnounced so gleefully lsst month, ofter ell. TWe nre sure though,
211 will sce Nr. Brooks' point of view, It will be difficult to
pick up the thrends ofter #ll these yuers, end he is ¢ busy men.
However, the Annuzl will still be full of good things rs will be
scen from e list on snother page.

Delight: and now to something more cheerful. Close on the
heels of Mr. Brooks' letter of regret ceme s pecket containing
John Medcraeft's contribution to the inmusl. It's entitled "The
Comics in Their Heyday". TIt's in his best style, ~nd you know whet
thet mesns. To the old-timers especislly it will bring @ reel
whiff of nostelgie. You will heer zll r~bout those unique rnd
remerkable seriels which sppeered in Chips ond Comic Cuts in their
grect doys, seriels with such enticing titles es "The Men "ithout
s Soul", "Beyond the Golden Mist", "Modem Blucberrd" and "The
Venishing Men". Younger members will heer ebout "Puck" end
mChuckles". Yes, it's the goods.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LICKENBY .

Lest Minute Flesh: The mecting with the "Lesder" representetive
duly came off and we ere delighted to snnounce thet there is every
prospect of a fime write-ap on the hob'y gencrally in the Chrietmas
number. And ns the representstive will be et the Fovember mecting
of the 0.B.B.C. it is requested thet every member should ettond if
ot a1l possible.

WANTED: Copies of "Story Peper Collector", sny numbers. ilso copics
Collector's Digest before No.2l, except MNo. 10. J. Dow, T3 Fing
Street, Aberdeen.

FOR SALE: Mcgncts, Gems, Nelson Lees, Union Jocks. 4ll clesring
ot 64, coch. S.0.L's, Wide Worlds, 1/- vrch. Chempions (1945-46
period) 2d. esch. Strmp for list. J. .. Bolond, 12 Cullenswood
Gardens, Merton Drive, Renelegh, Dublin, Eire.

TWANTED: Sexton Blake Libreries, 2nd Scuries, 171 or 723.

Leoncrd Packmen, 27 Archdele Roerd, East Dulwich, London, 5.E. 22.
.NTED:  Aldine Publicetions, Turpins, Duvels, Robin Hoods, etc.
. R. Lendy, 4 Nunerton Rocd, Drgenhrm, Essex,
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IN THEC FCOTSTEPS OF M.XTELL SCOTT

by Hrrry Dovler -
(Continued)

Percy Trwn, propriwtor of ¢ very flourishing gorrge on the
outskirts of Strithes, ~lso told me meny things sbout the Doctor.
Purcy, when he wos quite # youth, used to work rt "The inchorrge"
ond drive the Doctor on his rounds in the pony #nd trep. I showed
Percy ¢ small peper-b:cked book published long ogo. I cerried
this book rbout with me £ gruet deal while I wrs cerrying out my
investigrtions, showing it to neerly rll the people I interrogeied
It wes No. 301 of the Boys' Friend 3d. Librery entitled "On His
Mrjesty's Service", o Talc of Nelson Lee -nd Nipper, rand the Gorme
SRYPSTLL 1R.qur ddsts o By WRTELL $00TR:, 400 hoten R
generolly stinight—tine in "The Anphorsge". I used to psuse now
ond egein while I wos reeding the story end ponder on the atrange
ond remsrksble sequence of events. Moxwell Scott wrote this
story neerly 35 yesrs 8go, #nd here was I resding it in the very
house in which it wes written! .nywey, lut us get beck to
Purcy Tewn. He held out the swsll peper-becked book edmiTingly
so thet his men working round him in the gerege could see it.
"H.'s got one of the Doctor's stories ," he exclainmed. "Good old
liexwcll Scottl" I liked Porcy. His cheery sun-tenned and
rugged countenence was £ treet to lock #t, and the very next dey
2 cer suddenly stopped ct my side in the High Street of Strithes,
ond there was Percy's cheury frce with the door openm, buckoning
to mc to hop up! He geve me & lift up to his gorsge which wes
on my wey bsck to "The .inchorsge". Our telk this time wes
meinly ebout footbelll

I tolked with mony othur peopla. I hed chetes with o lady
who st one time wes o meid ot "The hnchorage". I hod rnother
telk with & very old 1ledy who, I gethered, went to "The Anchorrge’
severel dnys & week to do the rerlly hord work. I talked with
Robert .ger, the ex-blacksmith snd his merried deughter. There
was Herry Hesletine and his wife (¢ direct descendent of Ceptrin
Cook) who lived next door to the "Brown Cow'.  Oh, and there wos
Levinir Verrill in the High Street of Steithes. I must not for—
get the morning whon I wes slowly welking up the curicusly wind-—
ing but novertheless vory picturcsque High Street of Steithes.

I wes suddenly conscious of ¢ nen directly behind me, end I
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slightly turned #nd srid some commonplzce ords sbout the beruty
of this little fishing villsge. Then I ceme out with the guery
vwhich hed slmost “ecome n stock phresc with me, "Did I lkmow

Dr. Steniforth," he renlied quickly to my question. "I should not]
hove this finger if it hed not been for Dr. Stemiforth." .nd

he held up one of the fingers of his hendl Thnt sterted r fairl)
long conversetion between us es we slowly welked ~long together
until I got on one bus and he got on enother.

I had opportunities of chetting with seversl men who had
hed eccidents in the Grinkle Mines, and they 11 spoke of the
kindness =nd grest skill of Dr. Steniforth.

It wes no secret in these ports that Dr. Steniforth wres
hexwell Scott. Nearly everybody I spoke to knew that. Some-
times I followed up my first question by seying, "He wes & writco
you know."  And n:rly rlweys the reply ceme back in r flecsh,
"Yes, I know thai. FHe crlled himself Maxwell Scott." Someiimcs
these simple but good-herrted people would sey, "Yes, didu’i he
write for the Boys' Friend? . green prper, wran't it?"

Two or three old 1adies in Steithes grouped themselves round
me one efterncon when I wes enguiring where the Doctor's brench
surgery used to be. They ¢11 knew. It is now » cefe, ond it
geve me & plersent thrill to heve my tea in what wes once the
brench surgery of Dr. Steniforth.

Mrs. Bredshew, who is now the proprietress of "The lnchorage
Private Hotel", 2nd hes only been here for sbout 18 monthse, wes
frenkly emezed when I told her r11 ebout Moxwell Scott, znd
showed her my plan of the bungelow rnd the exect spot where thosd
thrilling #nd dramstic stories were fyped out. I ~1s0 sho.ud hed
ond her husbend "On His Mricsty's Service" By IMrxwcll Scott.
After this they geve me treec epccess to th: room which wes once
iMaxwell Scott's study, which is now thcir privete sittlug-room.
One day krs. Bredshew cheffingly remarked to me, "I'1l tell you
whet I'll do, Mr. Dewler., I'll sell you "The Anchoroge”. You'd
like thrt, wouldn't you?

It mzy interest you to know thet I first drefied this srticl)
out in shorthend, snd rfterwsrds typed it out just like Mexwell
Scott did. It plerses me to write this. Also I hove written i
with dictionaries, reference wooks, letters, pepers, rnd o plan
ell round mec on the desk in my den. Just like Moxwcll Scottl
I have rlso macde feirly liderel use of e little feded green book
printed long long rgo. Th: beck is nerrly coming off cnd it has|

been potched up with little bits of sticky poper. It is n book
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which cost one shilling rnd is cntitled "Just The Word Vonted".
Yet this little book is ome of oy most highly priz.d possessions |
On the fly-leef there is » signature with tho detc June, 1892,
written under it. The busy pen thet wrote this signrture -
stopped writing meny meny yoers 820, but the hend thet wrotec it
geve terrific plessure to thousends snd thousends of boye, young
end old. Yes, you erc right, The signeture on the fly-lesf
of this little book is "John 7. Steniforth". Scettered through-
out the book ere scores of words scribbled in the margins, snd
there is even 2 drewing ell from the hand of Mnxwell Scott. He
sometimes used this book in his seerch for the exact word, end if
gives me infinite pleasure to have cnd to make full use of one of
the tools of trade of my fevourite suthor.

Before I bring this somewhet discursive srticle to o close,
I went you to sccompeny me to the last resting-place of this
truly grest men. He snd his wife sreburied side by side, not
in the churchyord of St. Bilde's, but in the cemetery on-the
other side of the roai. The greve hes © gimple grey grenite
cross over it, rnd it overlooks o wide sweep of the western hillg
which he loved so much, rnd where he had lived #nd worked for so
meny yeers. —Let us stend in celm contempletion snd slowly reed
the inscription:

In Memory of
John W. Steniforth
For 35 yeers
Doctor in this Parish
Born Nov. 14, 1863

Died Jen, 3, 1927

T-’iﬁt‘i: Mognets No's 1 to 6, 90, 100, 106, 110, 163, 207, 217,
263, 264, 266, 27%, 283, 288, 308, 309, 312, 334, 343, 377, 362,
393, 411, 413, 417, 429, 432, 439, 448, 449, 648, 664, 668, 672,
175, 880, 938, 941, 942, 943, 948, 955, 973, 974, 975, 992,1064,
109, 1074. Condition good coough for linding desived. Would
teke volumes or short runs to obtein wented mumbers.

Wo. H. Gonder, P,0. Box 60, Tronsconr, Menitoba, Consde,

EXCH NGE 011 Boye' Booke for Fentrsy. Figtion. Liste exchonged
or would Buy. Henry J, H, Bertlett, Pess H11, Shipton Gorge,
Bridoort, Dorset.




Olo_Boys Book Club

__Hollowey iMeeting. October 16th

Coming sfter the successful meeting of lest month it wes
only fitting thet the October gathering took plsce ot the home of
the Nelson Lee suthority, popular Bob Blythe, who together with
Loure were the perfect hosts. Situsted 'menth thc shedes of the
notorious prison, where, no doubt, the famous sleuth helped to
send meny of the erring fair sex, e very successful and enjoyeble
time wes hed by ell. Len Peckmen opened the proceedings by
enterteining Mr. Here of the "Deily Grephic" snd giving him im-
portent dota cbout the club end the hobby. Then followed the
usuel resding of the minutes end correspondence, to be followed
vy the treesurer's report. One letter wes from Cherles Skilton,
thenking the donors for the loan of books to be shown at the
firm's stond et the forthcoming "Sunday Times" book exhibition.

The secretary then gave deteils of the poor response to the
holding of the club social. On & vote it wes egreed to sholve
the idee end members geve verious reesoms for mot having it. A
wote of thenks wes given to the committee for their good work on
behalf of the socisl.

L proposel by B. Whiter end seconded by R. Whiter thet postel
members should participete in e drew for each Bunter or Tom lierry
book thet is issued in the future wes cerried unenimously.

Two reedings were then given, firstly Bob Blythe obliged with
e humorous chepter from Nelson Lee Librery NWo.400 entitled "Under
Petticost Rulel" end secondly Bob Uhiter cerried on the lrushter
pericd with & chapter from Megnet No.1369 entitled "Bunter the
Ventriloguist".

The congratulations of the club were extended to Peter Cushing
on his fine performence in the film "Hemlet", ¢ sheer joy end
dalight to all reeders of Shakesperre including our own president
Fronk Richerds.

Better support wes urged for the "Collector's Miscellany" and
members were asked to submit erticles not only for this megezine
but elso for our own "Collector's Digest".

Bob Blythe surpassed us £11 with the best quiz ever yet
devised. After o ding dong struggle of threc rounds, Charlie
\iright wes successful,with Len Pockusn cnd Bob Whiter desdhesting
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fur second plece. Close behind in fourth plece wes Ben Whiter.

Next mcetings:
Wood Green, Sundey November 20th.
Greenwich, Sunday, Deccmber 18th.
Will members who ere behind with their subscriptions kindly
forwerd on seme to the secretery.

ind so terminated enother successful meeting with the
usuzl good sele end exchenge.

Attendence: lr. Here (Deily Graphic), Len Peclmen,
Herold cnd M. L. Dubb, Fronk snd Nrs. Keeling, Herry Homer,
John Geel, Isn Whitmore, A. Blunden, Charlie snd Olive Wright,
R. Descon, i. Richardson, Clsude Allen, Ben end Bob “ihiter,
Bob snd Leurs Blythe.

Three sdditions to our renks were W. Lewson, Y. H. Whiter,
end W. Fenn of New Zeeclend.

BUNBAMIN G. WHITER.

THE NOVCCASTRIANS STORY PAPER COLLECTORS' CLUB

A omell but enthusiestic number ettended the last meeting.
They heve nu need to be discoursged, the London 014 Boys' Bock
Blub hed smell beginnings, end look where it has t 30. 1t is

4 2 = - ’ o roatiere : onk
:f’;ﬁ in%gtgﬁcfﬁhgfaeﬁai .Eg %lﬁ;r"fg%e_bg'a gfef‘:%éﬂsgte W g
mrke a repl endeevour to ettond. His sddress is 178 Merie St
Benwell, Newcastle.

AN INEYTRSIVE HOBBY:  Collect Specimen Copies of Victorian
boys' popers. 1 cen supply Boyse of Englend, Boys' Stendard,
Bcys' Comic Journsel, Boys of the Empire, Young mnglishmens,
Boys' World, Black Bess, Bleck Highwaymen, Sweeney Todd,
Blucskin, Tyburn Dick, Ching Ching, Herkewey, snd hundreds more.
6/6 per dozen. Medcraft, 64 Tloodlands Roed, Iiford.

WANTED for collection: M-gnete prior to No. 890. Gems prior
to No. 1000. Populars, s5.0.L's, Holidsy Annuals, Nelson Lee,
Boya' Friend. Pre-wer Chempion, Triumphs Hotspurs, Rovers,
Ppilots, Hrngers, Adventures, Wigerds end Skippers. Good
prices peid. Books with school stories only.

P. Willett, 67 Ford Bridge Roed, Lshford, Middlesex.




Conrductud by Herbert Leckenb

You'll s.e from one of Fronk Richerds' lottors thot no less E
then 134 puople wrote to the "cld cole rs" of the Daily ifirror” !
following the letter they published concerning the "Gem". 4 proof],
erystel clerr, of thec res :rkeble interest in the nepers we discuss|
here. I ¥now seversl cf the letturs were written by members of |
our circlc. Tt would be intercsting if we could find out who
the others wore.

Gem

1
i
|
|
|
|
1
|
l ———
| 2 S 1
| Still they come. K | |
E The cccompenying ; i
| :nt epperred |
i in the Londion | |
| Byuning News on 453 e, [ !
i b~ e 7 |
{ 0ct.18th. Bill o resamp- i
| cenowTer - Belore i
ji2 cGowrsn .viicnt- er T"&:‘ o i |
de ! o Lo Mada i
{ o giidevoiss I headed -~ Guasy in Live Leiter ' espa } |
| of the Gua in a-‘ny in the call t3 Prank Richerds the wulion o
: + jolowed. !
| its ~rrly drys, May 1 sy u\-l:nrnzlm- sog m s we Vo
f he i issth o we ey Bais i |
ecven though his and the iy Booka." Gmt".r e frieaids | ‘
| memc 11 aed m teresied in " Qussy = 'hey = .
j memory id lsed 1B M re A o M- Annnal Lo
{ him cgtrey when ﬂ:lu-n will h’_wi in w.m-; me, & Chn;hﬂ:’ ¥
i he srid Zurr WS ﬁ;':‘dn‘d ,,m::, 1 k LIRS Ya. 0 t [
3 here he 13 the w himieaf s
| the sehoolboy mra‘rr-rrr i "\ a Fote of |
{ inventor - he remders, i wani beck e Vaunet apd the |
|

knows botter now.
And it's well
over 30 ye<frs
| since our Mertin
|cliffora thowght
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of thet ides. One begine to wonder if there is rnyonu in |
#1luct Strect who ida't rerd the Gem rmd : met. Oh, yes, I cm |

think of one. Foer, didn't Jancs Agete, that ceustic critic =nd
writer of severrl books rbout Jomes lerte, once say in the

wprily Express” thet he hrd never reard of (or wos 1t newer swn‘?b
£ birgnet? b well, he's deed, so we'll forgive him. |

+ o+ o+

I the Seotember issue I srid it weuld be interesting to
know how mony times buntor's name ppefred in the lirgnet titles,
scturlly, or by inference. *iell, Len Packmen hes be=n ot wark
with tk. Tesult he colculates Bunter's neme wos setuzlly men-—
tioned 197 times rnd on et lorst 25 sgécrsions he wre indicrted. |
In vi.w of tre sceres of chirocters there rre in GreyfrirTs lore,|
puntor gut his sheree, if more 80, ©5 usul. In mrmy other |
sterics, of coursc, he wrs the bigzost fizure. B |

+ + + + |

"killy Hunter's Christmrs Prrty" is out. So is "Bessig |
puntur of Cliff Housc Scheool". Here sre reproductions of the
very cttractive dust jockets. o ern't show the colours, of |
course, but we crn gssure you they'll look very well on tho
wockstells.

T..¢ long eweited

Ton lerry's .nnu:l
hes errived, too.
Reviews of £11 |

three books FLLLY G : BESSIE
spperr in this BUNTER'S ' g KUNTER
issue CIIRISIMAS ) o7 e

+ + o+ o+
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“iell, I'm certcinly not going to occupy nll the Homiltonis
spoce this month, for I must get in this delightful skctch of the
immortel ir. Quelch by that Glesgow enthusirst, Dr. “iilson.

4 JUST BEALST
By Robert ¥llson

Some approve when Billy Buntcr
Proudly helds the stage.

Others ever thet irthur Augustus
D'ircy is the rege.

But I just smile when Bunter fools
Or Gussy's hat goes 'squelch',
For T em here to pey respect

To Henry Semuwl Quelch.

Even the neme inspires respect. Henry Samuel Quelch. Here
is no neme to be trifled with. It steonds sloof from the ribald
limerick. "There once wes » mester n~med Quelch". But how to
continue.  Prcper snd effective rhymes rre conspicuously lacking)
4nd who, in eny crse, would dere the portentous frown which would
greet his ill-turned levity?

Charles Hamilton hzs evolved wany cutstending charecters.
Who is there emong us whe would not recognise, =fter only e few
minutes' requ-intenes, could we but moet them, "hrrten, Vernon-—
Smith, Bull, Prout, Figgins. Rotcliff snd meny more. Outstending
too were the vignettes of the memy evonescent new boys — Jim
Val_ntine rnd Dr Coste, to mention only two. But nowhsr: do we
find charccter so solidly -nd dependrbly built up =s in thc meny
storics featuring !r. Quelch?

His personsl sppusrence is so much in kueping with his charsf
ter. The trll sngulsr figurc with the grim ~nd, et times, for-
bidding festures of discipline itself, personified in this greet
men. Thrt he is e great men, I em prepared to argue with the
world, nlthough he himself would probebly be the first to break
& lence with me on this stetcment, I cen well imagin. his in-
stinctive resction, "Poohk, nonsense."

Hie sense of duty, his unswerving rectituds end his physical
courrge rll rdd strture to his portrrit. He is = knowlcdgeble
men, wise in the clessice end other grtewrys to lerrning. Above
11, he is wise in the wrys of his fellow-man, Tol.ront of theip
werknusses, he is unbuniing in hie cond.mmation of leliberrte




biey)
felsity. .« focrthright men himself, he #bhors tortuousness in
othcrs.

His petience with the backwerd pupil is noteworthy. Hce is
e nen of loyclties. Loyel to bis school, loycl to his chief ~nd
loyel to his Form. Ro wolf ever spreng to the defence of ita
cubs with greeter ardour than thot which Mr. Quelch displeys
when defending the boys of his Form egrinst the criticrl out-
pider. Within the clessrcom wells he is profligete of his terms
of opprobrium by right of his position rs mentor end Form-mester.
But the first brestk of criticism from sn unruthorised intruder
brings him #11 bristling into the erena end rarely is he unsuc-—
cessful in confounding the celmmious wretch.

His tect, judgment and rescurcefulness cre worthy of merk.
No situstion finds him unreedy. He seems even to extract a
certrin emount of dignity from the booby-trzp of which he haa
Yeen the occesionsl end usurlly unintentionsel victim. |

But tnis is no peragon whom I describe. His freilties sre
there, just 2e ovident as his merite. His obstinacy has led to
meny cwkwerd situstions, =s hecs zlso his quickness toc trke
offence where no offence is meent. His pride too hes occrsion-
#lly led him to the ineviteble frll. And yet, crsting its benig-
nent gleem over these derker petchesof his meke-up, there is his
willingness to help end comfort the sore heert end the troubled
mind. Mrny a heresssed ®oy hes come from his presence with up—
lifted spirits s#nd = determinrtion ncver rgein to feil his trust.

41l the evidence goes tc prove thet ke is held in esteem snd
effection by the boys of his Form. Vitness their sponteneocus end
helpful reaction on severrl occrsions when things heve gone wrong)
wizh their trusted Form—mester., Out-snd-ocut rebellion hes been
evoked £e resistence to £ considored injustice. The indolent snd
shellow-pated crll him & wesst. The mischisvous rnd crreless
edmit somewhet wryly that he is e just beest. The industrious
end streightforwerd see no besst in him st e11. Ind this is es
it should be.

Frenk Richzrds tcuches in the portreit with » mesterly hend
ené never frlters in the dclinestion of his charscter. Long may
the not-loud-but—lsep voice of Mr. Quelch echo in the heerts of
811 Greyfrisrs rdherents. and whet more fitting e tribute to
hin then the words of Swinburne: -

"He is ¢ mrn beloved, ¢ men clect of men."
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YBILLY BUNTER'S CHRISTMAS PARTY"
"BESSIE BUNTER OF CLIFF HOUSE SCHOOL"
Reviewed Leonerd Pegkmen

HEoving seen & proof copy some months pgo, I have been
pwpiting the publisher's relerse dete of "Billy Bunter's
Christmes Perty" with enticipetory impetience. Now thet I have
reed this fine story during the week-end, I do not deviete one
jote from the opinion that it is ome of the best "Bunter" books
yet.

The story end plot, with Bessie £nd Billy Bunter, "The
Feamous Five" ond "Squiff" os the cenirsl cherscters, hos o real
wChristmes flevour®, is full of humorous incidents, snd ncedless
to say is written in the ususl Frrnk Richerds style we love 8o
well. It ie, therefore, with the grertest confidence thet T
recommend "Billy Bunter's Christmes Perty" to =11 "Hemiltonisns",
who will, I em sure, vote it " resl winner.

Beering in mind that I heve slweys loved tha Cliff House
charscters right from the eerly days of the "School Friend", it
might be thought that meeting 211 my old "girl friends" once egriy
in "Bessie Bunter of Cliff House Schoel" hrs evoked inme m o+ tr
greeter ienthusissm then would otherwise heve been the cese. It
is, therefore, rn honest fect when I sey that T consider the book
to be streets in front of eny "Billy Bunter" story yet published!

From the dust—cover jrcket with its delightful picture of
deer old Bessie and the lovely spresd (not overlooking the "Tom
Merry" bcoks in the wookcesel), to the lest psge of the story,

T have not set down to enjoy r book of this noture with such o
foeling of estisfection for yeers! The story =nd plot bring in
the Greyfriers charscters very lsrgely, £8 well a8 introducing
practicelly every well known cherecter ot Cliff House Scheool.
"Miss" Richerds ond Meesrs. Skilton Ltd. ere to be both congratu-
lated ond thonked for this excellent book which I, personelly,
shell derive much plessure in reecding over end over ergrin.

The only eriticism I hove to mnke is in regerd to the frontis-
piece. I feel that Mr. Meedonrld should have depicted the girls
in stockings insteed of short socks!l

Moke no misteke, you Hemiltoniens, this Book is excellent.
Teke my tip, buy it, resd it rnd Jump on me if you do not endorse
my opinion thet it deserves e certificeate of merit.
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TOM MEERY'S NNULL (i¥rnieville Publicetions, 7/6 net)
.. Review by John R. Shcw

This long-swaited anmual is just published: the firat of
its kind for almost 2 decede. 4 nicely bound querte size book
of 300 well printed peges, it represents probably the best
velue for money among bocks of recent yers.

Oof primery importence smongst this feest of rerling is e
novel-length St. Jim's story. To rsleste how D'Arcy dis-
zppeered et Christmee-time, end how Tom Herry end Co. 2nd
B. R. Cerdew — especielly the lstter — sare involved, would
spoil the story for resders. But I cen say thet this is one
of the finest Christmas stories thet Mertin Clifford has ever
given us.

411 the stories ps well os o mumber of excellent poems oTe
the work of ¥r. Charles Hemilton — mostly written under pen-
nemes — end comprise the mejor pert of the book. Rookwood
School, Grimslede, on the Yorkshire Moors, snd "King of the
Islands" sll reeppear after & greet many yeers. The lstter
story especially evokes very happy memories of the Nineteen-
thirties.

.. very competent srtist nemed J. Abbey contributes nesrly
211 the illustrations, end »n erticle on birds.

Among © number of interesting erticles by veriovs writers
sre twc 1y Rex Dolphin, who is well known to reeders of this
journel: ond e delightful nature story by Clive Fenn, whe
contributed meny stories of this kind tc the o0ld "Holidey
Annuel” — of which "Tom dMerry's Annmuel" is & most worthy
BuUCCessor.

WANTED Two or three dozen Megnets or Gems prior to 1939.

iny odd numbers will be fccepteble. The following numbers
ere for dispcsel, sale or exchange: degnet 1383. Gens 1528,
1573, 1574, 157G, 1577, 1578, 1579, 1580, 1581, 1582, 1583,
1584, 1586, 1607, 1540, 1661. S5.0.L. 178, 316, 352, 377, 406.
Robert Pick, 3 Stongrte Grove, Leeds, T.




The Nelson Jee Column

411 suggestions and querics to Robert Blythe,
&, Corlcton Rond, HOll London, N.T7.

This menth I went first to pess on socme guod news which I
feel sure ycu will all be pleesed to heer. You will rmember
that in 4pril lsest, “hen the exhibition wes being hcel? in Lcndon,
T had the misfortune to have three Nelson Lue's stolen. Since
thot time, seversl of you heve written offoring your sympathy end
the promise to help regein them if at 211 possible. Naturelly,
I have not been idle myself during the past seven months, but hevel
had no luck. I begen to think that they must have been the only
three of those issues in existence, =s it scemed thst none of our
collecting freternity had them, or kmew of enyone possessing them.
low, however, I'm plessed to be eble to sey that, thenks to the
untiring efforts on my behrlf by my friund and club collesgue,
Len Psckmsn, my collection is in stetu quo. You cen imogine my
surprise and delight when he turned wp et my plece grinning from
ger tc eer. “/ithin e very few moments of my enguiring the recson
for the merriment, I wes making ¢ very crecditable effort to
emalete the famous Cheshire Cet myself. So, meny thenks tc Len.
Here's hoping thet one dey I may be 2ble to return the complie—
ment and render you cs voluable £ corvice. Some of you mey have
been wondering why I 2idn't mention ¥r. Brooks' visit to the club
in last:menth's C.D. The reason is simple, the copy wea written
wefore the meeting end was slreedy too long for me te Ao him
justice. This I propose to rectify immedistely in the form of »
brief histury of the IN.L., besed on his answers to our questions
st that meceting.

Our story opens (to use o phrese beloved of novelists) in
the summer of 1910 when e young man -f 17 walked intc the Amelga-—
meted Press Offices for en interview with the editor of the Gem,
ifr. Back. ifr. Brek wes expecting the euthor of s menuscoript
story czllsd "The Ircn Islend" which hed so impressed him thet he
hed asked the suthor tc meke # crll with # view to publishing it
in £ subsequent issue of the "Gem". Thet young men wes -f course
the suthor f the stories we eimire so much, Bdwy Sesrles Brooks.
At first the editor thought he wes cone of his rezlers come tc have
e chat sbout the "Gem", ond was grectly surprised to find that
this virs not the crse. However, he quickly overcsme his siirprise




311 -

and got down to business, with the result that "The Iron Islend"
was published ss a serial in the "Gem" of 1910/11. At the same
time Brooks was commissioned to write full length stories of
St.Jims and also to write for the Boys' Friend Iibrary. This
first effort of his to produce a St.Jims story wes celled

wPhe Terrible Threes' Sub" and eppeared in Gem No.146, (which I
believe wes published on 26th December, 1910, elthough the story
itself was finished by the 21st September 1910). As for the
_Boys' Friend, an 11,000 word story called "Stage by Stege" wss
finished by the 19th November, 1910.

During the years thet followed several other atories of
St.Jims end Greyfriers es well ss short stories appearing in
other 4.P. periocdicels, flowed from his pen. Incidentelly, I
mey es well stete here that the practice of having St.Jims and
Greyfrisrs stories printed under the name of Martin Clifford or
Frenk Hichards wes not to his liking. He would much rether
heve seen them appeer under his own name quite espart from the
fact that he felt it to be unfeir to Charles Hemilton. However,
he, es well as other writers, was employed by the A.P. and had *
to do 8 he was told. If he wes instructed to write & Grey-
friers story — well, it hed to be done. This dislike of the
prectice of writing under enother's neme, snd whet was worse,
heving others write under one's own, is en sversion both he snd
Lir. Hemilton shere, but it wes the wey things were done in the
L.P. in those doys, end hed to be tolereted,

One dey sbout the middle of 1915 e Mr. Mey, who had been
mede editor of s new venture, & detective weekly for boys celled
"phe Nelson lee Librery", approsched Brooks with the suggestion
tnat he should write # story for thet peper; Brooks egreed snd
tne result wes thel in Ko.16 eppesred the first story in the
peper that was to make him femous. It wes entitled "Twenty
Fethems Deepl”

L4t first Brooks wes one emong seversl suthors including
Hexwell Scott, G.H.Teed, end A.S,Hardy, writing for the new
pEper. Greduslly, however, the other cuthors feded out until
within ¢ yeer he wes shering the story-writing with G.H.Teed
slone. Finelly, with o.109, he wes given the sole responsi-
bilty for the stories, princinslly becsuse the editor, Mey,
recognised in Brooks the men he wes looking for, someone With
the gift of characterisetion, ability to hold e boy's interest
with ¢ thrilling smd rdventurous. yst pleusible yern, gnd st
the seme time en #uthor wiose commitments vere not such as to
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prevent him giving his full time to the ome peper.

Tt wee et this period that the editor decided circulation
figures nseded & boost, and so he suggested to Brooks thst he
write a school story somewhst on the lines of those appearing in
the "Msgnet" snd "Gem" £8 en experiment. This he did within e
week of the editor's making the suggestion snd the result wes
the femous "Nipper at St. Franks", @ tele which was to be the
turning point in the fortune of the "Nelson Lee". It wes et
first decided not to switch ebruptly to school stories, but to
introduce them greduslly, slternsting them with detective yarns.
It wes, however, vory scon gpperent what kind of stories the
resders preferred, the circulation rising and felling sherply.
The editor quickly made up his mind end within three months the
matwer wes decided — school stories it was to be. However, an
swkwerd situstion esrose end one thet was never reelly overcome —
the f£ect thet Nelson Lee wes & detective mede it importent thet
plenty of myetery should be provided, #nd this was # point upon
which Brooks disegreed with the editor. Brocks contended thaot
it would meen that the nerratives would bo neither detective nor
school stories. Nevertheless, in spite of this handicep, his
ronders s<cmed not to worry, 88 the circulation stesdily in—
creeted. So long es things stzyed thet wey tha editor was con-
tent to meintein his policy.

No perticuler school wes in the suthor's mind whilst writing
suout St.Frenks, bat so es to mrke sure thet es few mistckes es
possible wers mede he compiled 2 large refcrence bolk —<ith ¢ com-—
preheneive ley—out of his imeginsry school, complete with scholerg
end steff from the prineipsl down, cs well ¢s complcte deteils of
the surrounding countryside end its inhabitsnts. This roference
book wes so embrecing, that it even inecluded such information es
the fere for the journey from Bellton te Bennington, which wes
4d. returnl

Brooks' method of writing wes to produce e whole series et
s time -md when thet wes finished to commence snother, the result
being, thet he clweys hed two or three complete stories in hend.
This stood him in good steed when he went to Americe some ycers
lrter. He wes £ grest belicver in topicelity in his stories,
#nd enything he sew, hoard or resd, wes pll grist for his mill.
Being possessed elso of e vivid imrgin~tion he wes eblu to write
convincingly of things £nd events beyond normelity.

1/ith No.338 the price wrs incrersed to 23., in common with

neerly ell prpers owing to the incrersed cost of production.
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(Thet strikes e femilier note!).but fer from ceusing the cirule-
tion to drop, it increesed, meinly owing to the new idess that
were being incorporsted, such as Nipper's liegezine, etc., ell of
which, including the St.Frenks leg., which came elong later, were
in the mein written by Brooks.

The "Nelson Lee™ wes nmow in its heydey. The circuletian
figures ere, unfortunstely, not ovailable, but the fact remeins
that it wes fost oustripping its rivel publicstions.

One mejor chenge took plece durz.ng this period - the additiny
1925 (0.5.53

of new houses to the school in 7). This wes the
result of & discussion between Brooks end the editor, with the
objeet of giving more scope to the stories snd ensbling the
suthor to introduce more inter-house rivelry in school sotivities

Brooks set to work and revised his plens of the school, the resulf

of which cen be scen in the msp given in No.537.

In 1926 it wes found necessery to move the printing works
clsewhere, snd as the new premises did not possess the nechinery
to produce the 'N.L.' in its old formet, it was decided to in-
crense the size of the peper to suit the new circumstances, thus
meking e virtue of necessity, end efter a grest deel of advence
publicity, the 1st New Series made its appearsnce. For & while
#11 went well snd circulation remeined steedy, or even increased,
until that dey in 1928 when Mr. Mey, the editor for so meny yeers
retired, leaving the suthor/artist Llfred Edger to tske over.

Never wes the old seying "e new broom sweeps clesn” more
eppliceble then now. Fdger +c8 £ men with iders, idess that he
hed long cweited to put into practice, and despite protests from
Brooks, these notions were trensleted into ection. It mey be
only e coincidence, but it is strange thot Arthur Jones, who had
been illustreting the N.L. since the beginning, dissppeared from
the pages et the seme time thet Edger took over. There is no
need for me to sey snything of the rivelry between the editors
end steffs of the verious pepers published by the A.P. — I have
written of it elsewhere. Suffice it to sey thet not long
elepsed befpre the picture changed.

Now, instesd of ¢ heslthy circulstion, figures were felling
stepdily. In sn effort to woost up seles, St. Frenks wes wiped
out end the "W.L." sent bock to where it wes in 1915, full of
detective yarns. This was the introduction to the 2nd New Serie
From then on, the story is femilier to most of you. The 'tec
stories, slthough sll written by Brooks under verious pen-nomes
(enother of the editor's idessl) were not succeasful, end the
reeders, surprised end snnoyed to find the school they hed

B.
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cnjoyed resding ebout for yerrs so sumerily disposed of, demended
s return to school stories. So St.Fronks wes rebuilt! But it
wesn't the same; Brooks did his beost, but es he hes strted, it
wes like flogging # deed horse, end by this time he wes rapidly
losing interest, likewise his recders. Sm311l wonder that the
quelity of the stories fell. Finrlly, in » last effort, the old
stories woers revived in the 3rd New Series in 1933, but by now thd
demage hed been done end ofter 25 numbers the Nelson Lec wes
merged with the "Gem".

Imegine Brooks' feelings, to see the prper that he hed done
so much to build, sllowed to go to reck zand ruin, znd then to he
esked to write stories which were to occupy the beck pages of =
rival peper! It is not surprising thet very shortly after this
fingl humiliztion, he decided to sever his connections with the
A.P. It must be grotifying to Brooks to kmow thet in spite of
g1l thot hed heppened, his eerly storiss hove lived in the memory
of Mis recders, so theot todey, the "N.L." is #s ruch sought efter
ss other, snd perhrps detter known, weeklies.

TITLES
0.S. MNMo0.271, The Treitor King; 272, The Battle of the @i-nts;
f273, the Loke of Gold; 274, The Return of the Wenderers;
275, The Study of Mystery (introducing Devid Geedwin); 276, The
Lenceshirz Led; 277, The Secret of the North Tower; 278,Missing
from School; 279, The Clue of the 011 Treil; 280, The Ruined
Lighthouse; 281, The Schoolboy's Potent; 282, Nipper & Co. in
Loncoshire; 283, Hendforth's Grert Triumph; 284, Frtty Little's
Hunger Strike; 285, The Jew of St.Fronks; 286. Borred by the
Heed; 287, Something like sn Idesl; 288, The Schoolboy Cineme
lovmers; 289, The Hrunted House; 290, The Christmes Plot.
S ERTIS
Pnd New Series
No's 1 — 4. Nelson Lee¢ v. The Green Triangle.

(Note: St. Fronks is destroyed by the G.T. emd

Lee forms his "Cub" detective sgency)

" 4§ -3, Nelson Lee v. Daccz the Dwarf.
" 9 .14. Complete detective stories.

" =88. Colnplete detective ~nd cm;:l-;te short stories of
5
St. Pranks. (mh!: short stories tell of the 3

_ ~rebyWding of St.Pronks.)
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Wo's 29—47. Complete St. Fr:nks stories.

(Hote: No.29 St.Fronks reopens; No's 32,36,40 & 47
Complete detective rnd complete short stories of
St.Frz.ks.)

" 48-50. Gengsters st St.Franks,

" 51-54. Berring-out ageinst Mr. Pyccraft.

" 55-64. Complute School etories.

" 65-70. The Second Visit to Northestrin.

" 71-73. Intro. Dr. Scottlebury rs Heedmester.

(Note: The Nelson Lee Column gets extrs spsce this month,
end in view of the inside story we sre sure it will be sgreed
it is worth it. But it will probebly mesn the Boys' Leader
conclusion hes hed to be held over. - H.L.)

Letter Hox - contd.)

Nice Gesture!
13, Charles Squsre,
Pitfield Street, N.1.
— Whiter ksq. Senr. 8th October, 1949.
706, Lordship L-one, W.22.
Leer Sir,
I shz21l be pleased to l-nd you my copy of "Lembs of
Littlecote" eny time you like to c¢ell and get it. Free of cherge
of course. DBuses psss the znd of the stteet — Brunswick Place.
Get off 2t Dewsons Reg shops =nd Brunswick Place is opposite.
Yours frithfully,
A. W. LAVSOR.
(It will be remembered that in our lest issue Mr. hiter offered
10/- for leen of the "Lembs of ILittlecote", = story he hed en-
joyed in his youth., Promptly ke got his reply. I esked per—
mission to publish it, for it is enother exemple of the friendly
spirit which exists in our circle. - H.L.)
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| PLT CONTENTS OF TEE MAGILLM

Som.thing for Lvoryboly

Thy Collsctor's “ho's “ho (i““nmy ncw nrmes).
The Comics in Their Heydry, by John [edersft.

#rgnet Vesterpi.ecs (- keviuw of the Scries)
Compilel by John ".. Gurl.
The "Gom" Kuprints, Cempiled by Leoner?! Prelonrn from the
files of John . Shrw. 1
The Educotion of ~n Editor, by F. iudington Symonlis,
first elitor of the Ch-mpion. |
{ Crstlus, Crockers rnl Christmrs Chueer (7 review of the St. Fronks!
Yuletile stories, by John R. Trod. |
| The "Imitction" Gum =nl L.mct Stories by John R. Shew, |

hu uthors' Lho's “ho (sucont s.:r:.r.s) compiled by
H

i Plensent Evening, by Peter .. 7ivlker. |
Crriew of the Fourth, by Roger Jenkins. |
The Chempion 1949, by John "i. Gocher, Junr. i
Thesc iere the "Bloods", by Herbert Leckenby.

How Thuy Arrivedl (- greet slice of St. Fronks History)
by Hoburt Blytha.
The Grest Nylon liystery, by Hex Delpkin.
1 Wovel Puzzles Section rnl s hest of other Blrke fertures.

VARIETY L

BE SUKE .ND ORDFit BXFORE NOVE BIl 30tk.




Lots of News from Frink Richerds

Jeer Herbert Leckenby, October Bth, 1343.

1 rm ofr-id 1 rm o little lete in ecknowledging the Septom-
ber C.U. for which meny thenks. Good s c¢yer - or better, if
thot Be possible. Ne.dluss to sey I found Leonrrd Prckirn's
erticle extremely int.reeting.

I wes wery interested too in your list of duplicrted titlos.)
Porheps it mey surpriss you to herr thet 1 don't think I ever E
gupliccted £ title in my lifel It was active ~nd superfluous
sub—ciitorizl work to gild refined gold cnd peint the lily! - in
the shope of rltering titles given by me. Sub-editors who mede
these lest-mimute "improvements" evidently nover troubled to look
out rn old list.

T hrd ¢ good lrugh over Chzrles Tiright's rccount of Gussy's |
toopers! I nover reclised before whet « windfr11 Guesy mst |
heve bz-n to his he

I hove just had an sdvence copy of "Ton lirry's annuel". Tt
is rerlly on cstonishing production, =nd hov it cen be lonc ot i
7/6 is one of tioss things no fello. o~n unilerstrnd. It contrins|
one story of 60,000 worls — the length of fn oriinsry Tom kerTy !
book — one of 25,000, one of 10,30, ons of 8,000, rad two of |
3,000, not to mention Fronk Richerds' verses, "nd pnges of |
erticles rnd pictures. Th: old croyfricrs Holiday snnusl is =2 |
poor little "clse ren" in comperison. I hrve not scen such #
¥ook since those jolly old conucls when I wes £ boy in the orrly
cighteen—cightics. 290 guorto poges, good prper v g0l print-
ing. I <8 not surprised to heesr thet 14,070 copiws hzve been
teken up, still neerly ¢ mZonth theed of publicstion, for rerlly
it is o prize-pecket. But isn't it jolly?

#y "Lynwood" story will be out this month. I think T told
you that thie is publicshed by lr. ..1len. of Stretford. nesr
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iianchester, in s threepenny edition. Billy Bunter end Bessle Bunter
both svpeer on the l4th. Dii T tell you, by the way, thet the
npelgate" stories ere published in Reymond Glendenning's Sports
Book, by Sportguide,Ltd. of the Greys Inn Road? Some tize or othey
a Felgete periodicel is to follow, goodness knows when. There will
be a "Iynwood" story in e Christomes Annuel that r..llen will be
publishing before long.

I wes 80 pleesed with Tom Merry's innurl when I sew it thet
it mede me feel & mere kid of sixty-nine or sol

With kind regords,
Llweys yours sincerely,

FRANK RICY'RDS.

Deer Herbert Leckenby, October 15th, 1949.
T enclose & letter I heve received from Mr.Sydney Jecobson,wh

d4id en interview for the "Picture Post" =2 couple of yesrs ago which
you mey perhaps remember. 8 you will see. he is intercsted in th
ngroyfriars Association". which must meen the 014 Boys' Book Club,
gnd would like to do 2 "story" on one of thc meetings. Could you
let him heve some perticulers? I have told him thet I om asking
you to let him heve the detrils he nseds. I have sent hinm o copy
of C.D., with #n 0.B.B.C. report in it, the Septerhor issue, Now,
28 it hoppens thet this issus contrirs Lecuord Prc ‘s rriicle,
which I wished to prescuve, do you heppen to hove # T COpY
pvnileble, which you could let ms have?

Witk kind regerds,

Llweys yours sincerzly,
FRANE RICH.RGS.
Ilr. Jrcobson's Letter
Deer Mr. Richords, 14th October, 1949.
T hope you will remember our mceting = couplc of y.frs £go,
when I wrote rn erticle sbout you for Picture Post. I =m now on
the Lesder, ~nd we hove thought of gotting o story on ¢ meeting of
the Greyfriers Association. Cen you help us by letting me know wher
and where the next meeting will be, #nd if you will be attending?
7ith best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
e SYDNLY JACOBSOW.

Deer Herbert Leckenby, October 19th, 1949.

Many thenks for yours of thu 16th end 17tn, -nd your subsequemt
letter with the September C.D., for ~hich I cnclose stems. I rm
very gled to have this.
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I hed = very plezsent latter from the "01d Codgers" o few
drys £go, ond wes told thet 134 letters hod baen rucelved on the
subject! No doubt you have scen my letter in Mondey's Deily Mot

You certainly do seEm to huve got = move on with the "Lerder
I hod r very plessent letter this morning from Sydney Jecobson,in
which he tells me thrt he hopes to “cover" the meeting of the
0.B.5.C. orn November 20th. I shell look forwerd to the eccount in
the Lesder, £s well as in the C¢.D. It looks to mc 0B if 0.B.B.C4
will soon be r household word.

Quite £ curious thing heppened the other dey. The London
cditor of the Menchester Uvening News wrote thrt the "Outspen" of
Bloemfontein wented en s=ticle on Fronk Richards, rnd he is com-
ing to see me this efternoon. This of course is very plessrat end
interesting to me, but I shouldn't heve guessed thet they were
intecrested in South Lfricr.

With kind regerds, AlwWrys yours sincerely,
FRAWK RICH.RD=z
{the: In our next issue will eppeer enother letter from Frank
Richerds on ¢ very intoresting but rether different subject.
Look out for it. — H.L.)

Diseppointmentl
WCexton", 26,Brier Road,
Bollerd's Hill, 5.%.16.
Desr iir. Leckenby, October Tth, 1949.
I em efreid I cemmot possibly write o 5,000 words story for
your Lnmacl this yeer. I em exceedingly busy on » new novel,
and #1lthough I've tried to stert = school story for you on two
or three occssions, I find I cennot get on with it. I sm S0 comy
pletely out of touch with the old school charecters thot 1t would
require an intensive period of re-reeding pnd swotting up to get
ijnto the right mood — and it herdly seems worth it for & mcre
shori story, especielly #8 I em 80 behind with my other work
owing to holideys. In sny case, now thet I heve come to consider]
tke motter, © very short story of St.Fronk's would be unssatisfact
tory — &nd there is slso the question of getting permission
from the imrlgemeted Press, which might we difficult.

With regrets, end kind regards,

Sincerely,
E. S. BROOKS.
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Cen anyone Help?
27, Archdele Roed,
Erst Talwich, London,S.E.22L
Deer Editor,

In order to complete my records, I should be glr1l to hear
from eny collector who csn obliged me with the titles of sny of
the following:- WNo.ll4, Schoolboy's Own Librery; WNo.436, Boy's
Fricnd Librery, lst series; Nos.616, 587, 588, 531, 528, 440,
248, 247, 245, 23€. B. Friend Librerg, 2nd sories. Nos. 7, 9, 37,
38, 39, 40, "Sexton Blske Librery" 1lst series.

iny holp will be eoprecicted.

LECHARD PACKIMAN.

3, Fontgonery Drive,
Sheffield T.
Sent, 10th, 1949.
Deer léir. Editor,

I should be very groteful to eny fellow collector who cen
supply the originel title and suthor of the following reprints
in the Boys' Friend 4d. Librery:-

No.687, The Stationmester's Sccret; 698, The Sccret of the
Missing Convict; 662, The Dead Men's Secret; 628, Bodyline Bill,
the Bowlers 635, The Silver Dwarf; 607, Brevo, Sgt. Bredy:

615, Last of the Cesaidy'sy 620, Ncbody "anted » Hugginss
576, Thi Men with Two Lives; 366, The Sceret of the Reof,
372, The £1,000,000 Secret; 338, Buried Millions; 348, The Crinm-|
son Beetles; 300, Peril Pit; 364, The ¥ran Tho Defied the Torld.
289, Wer in the Desert.
All esre credited tc "John Andrcws".
Yours sincerely,

- L. M. ALLEY.

FOR_SALE: JAbout 20 11, POPUL'RS (lst series) botweem numbers 60
end 89, cr woull exchenge for SCHOOLBOY'S O7N LIBR.EY. Nous. re—
quired rre (St.Frenk's) 4, 27, 54, 120, 336 rnl 369, (Rook.-eod)
Any botween Nos. 6 ond 166 inclusive, rlso Wus.174, 206 =nd 262.
(St.Jim's). .ny between Ncs.2 ctnd 164 inclusive, rls: numbers
172, 1716, 180, 190, 224, 230, 234, 236, 246 ~nd 365. (Greyfrisrs).
Almcst cny numbors especislly before number 277. lust be in good
condition with criginrl covers. DPrrticulers of numbers end price
to i.J.Southwey, P.O. Bux 3, Berconsfi.ld, Coné Province,

South africa.
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TRUTH IS STR.JIGEH. - From 1906 tc 1908 three remerkeble
series ren in the "Boy's Frienc" -"Eritein Inveded", "Britein et
Bey" end "Britein's Revenge". They told meinly «f the stirring
edventures of the Villiers brothers, Stephen ~nd jiubrey. Some
criticised the yrrns on the grounds thet they were toc far-fetched
thet the two boys frought the whole Goruwsn ermy on their own. %Well
if I wemember rightly, they 2Jid capture the Kriser. .nywey thay
were tine stories, rnd there is such # thing ss suthor's license.

But were they too fer-fetched? Listen to this. "Reynolds
News" is making great pley with ¢ hithertc untold story of the
wer. The story thet 1..I.5 bsnned. They ssy "It is the story of
twe young men,little mere then boys, who went to Crete nfter thnt
islsnd hoa been cver-run by the Germens, who cepturel the Comarre—
Zer of the Sevestupol Division, who cerried him around with them
for mure then £ fortnight whilc they wore chrsed from cnd to =nd
of the island by tenms of thousends of Germens, rnd finolly crrric
him ceptive to Crirc.

Yes, truth is £t leret rs strenge es fiction.

NOTICE.- Jeck Murirgh, of Aucklrnd, New Zeelend, wishes t0
apclogise tu #11 who hsve written him ond received no Teply of
lrte. The reeson for his sceming neglect is thet he hrs been
trevelling sbout the country. However, he hopes tu estch up
with correspondence scon. .

$.0.5. - Tie've run to 36 poges, ond cven then "Bey's Lerder)
stury hrd to be held over.

MIDNIGHT FLASH.— "The Sceret of the Stuldy™ is out.
erisw next month.

WANTED UIGENTLY: Ycur Price Prid. Geme B19, 878, 879, 946.
Cen ony Fellow Cuollector oblige?  Leonard Prckmrn, 27 archirle
Reed, Esst Dulwich, London, 5.E.22.

LLNTED: Scheolgirl's Own Libreries, by Adelis fiscott rml
Gertrude Neleon. 7. Culcombe, 256 Scuth ivenue. Swvuthend-cn-Sur

Thot cbout Your Quostionneire?
Ye <o wont your neme in the
Cullector's Who's “ho.




All letters, manuscripts etc to be addressed to the Lditor
o1 Blakinnm gsoction:- ;
Tie . Dond - 10 Jrv Ten = Rhivbine - Cardiff.

THE ROUHD TABLZE.

4s T type these words it is just turned six edclock
on on October Sunday evening Glancing out of ay lounge
iindow I see tiie dariness s 1y coming dovm and for the
first tine 1 rter is uson us. Locking up
I see iy Sexton Dl. on the shelves and smile.
nk goodl te full bock on dur
the ter: my of you had similar
feelings during the last six months it
has Been so gloriously sumierlike that little thought has
been given to Bloke nnd his adventures. But it hes not

“The

e

almys been the some. In the deys of the old U.Je e Lad
o weekly treet that vms alimys seasonable. I o sumer
you were trezted to topiecal stories that de v had sonme
comnection with the mrm n iSe ackpool,

Souwthend, or you were with him on a trip to = clirese

In the wimter, ~hen rain, snov, wind and bad veather in
generel clemped dowm upon us we were trooted to more suitable
‘guckg.—cunds. The Gmyn L Xmas stories were & cose in
moimbe The currecitt S.B.L. do 10t reflect the sensons, but
%o those vho have a collection of the old time storics the
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coning mowths hold a hundred and one thrills. . I.don“‘;‘lt £

) ad th nke siorics i
suppose thef 1 diall ovor,1eed ok Dng SR8 AT nii
things to occupy our minds %o be able o read as nueh as we
should liko. severtheless I think that this will be & real
Hloko winter for the finse There secus to be a lot more old
:nmbers about this year and I k ow for a fect that wany hove
inerecsud their collections beycnd their wildest dresmse I
nust clso poimt out that with the dark ovenings thore will e
noro.ti::e to concermtrate wpon thot article that you have
promised yourself you vowld write for the GeDe I havo told
you all m:y tincs thot copy is alwys anteds At the tine
of riting the position is well nigh dogperato. I don't
et Blokiana to be an all-Bond effort. During the last 12
mouths a few old faithfuls have kept the ball rolling end T
thenk than profoundly for their support, but I do want to soe
variety imtroducod imto our pagoSe rcsh nomes wunder tho
articles moon difforemt poimts of vicus Tle thrive om that
sort of thinge S0, now that w& wo have wvimtor with us, hov
cbout it? Nothing is too long er too short. Even an
originmal Blake story wvould bo velcome as o changes I ao
afraid that the forthceming anmunl 1All be nostly node up of
jtens by Bonxd and Dolphin. Rex has boon grend ond has helped
e out splendidly.  Thanks again Rex!
and now I hove to ncoke an apclogy. Last pomth I publiahed
sone notes from o lottor vhieh T seid v=o by Tilf Dorwdn. I
an ofrnid that I nnde a vory bad error. The gentlenan in
question e cotuelly Dorek Tord of lncclesfields Then I.
reccived a post cord frem him exprossing surprise thet Wilf
ghould hrve the credit for IiI5 discoveries I could have kicked
myselfs T ap wondoring if 7ilf Dorvdn aoticed anything
+hough? Sorry Dersk to hove 1i=de such an error, ond SIry
Hlf for using your nane +ithout cnusece And vhile on the
subject I rust mention that I have had a couple of lettoers
rerxrking on ihe John Drm._'and/Jchn Jovton Chznece problemia
John -ceher of Sudbury doos not think thet Chance pasqucrades
-5 Drumond in tho S<Bele e thinks that tho styles of the
4o authors ore totally differente “ell, to uy my of think-
ing he is right on the froce of it, but then the story that
Nerek scnt zlong did not roand like +he usual Choaice +hrillor
end I cn vondering if this is anotler oxanple of ghoot ritings
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mithor Drwisond has Blotantly copied Canncos sonbonces K
eallod tha his owm, or Chance actuclly IS Druzond, 3ub I
cannot comoliow link up tho guihor of the De liavillond storics
-4ith tho author of the curromt S.B.l. storios undor the Drux ond
banzors I suppose vo shiall sclve tho problem soie dey. Joln
coxrtinues his lottor to the offect that ho vould rother say thc
suthor Ceorge Bellaoirs s Drumnond, for keres ho -
ig s groot simileriiy in stylos  Ansther lotter, this tineo
firop Thltor Tebb of Bircingwn points out that John Drumxiond
has boon using o churactor +hot olinys hitherto belongod to
Joun Huwrtor, nanely Inspector Pikes Telter is inclined to
boliove that Hurter and Drmmond are in sene tmy linked upa
rie problan is gotting =ore 4onglod occh month and roninds me
of the othor T casc some years cgo vhien it wng sald
tunt aut dgnn Anérevs wms o non-de-plumo for alnast every
Rl ol e aitior thet had over rittens @s for as we esuld find
out the nrme Yohn indrevs tma a fietitous hwio used to ¢meoal !
4ho identity of o host of suthors vhon their storics vore
roprimteds I lLope thet tho proscmt Jolm is nol so ghoetly os
his predece3sore Somchoe I do met think sos I baliove that
thae IS = roal John Druwsonds Thy do I think so? Tall, I
tnot of TUROL literary Joh: Drusionds wircady and it vould bde
4oo smch af o ceincidence if sacoud nigked on that prriicular
ncix for o non-de=DlulCe Tho probla raanins open to =1l To
sclvcs

oF

ArERE RRH R r e

31AS FEATURDS ILXT HONTH?
“7e hopeo so if you will nloy up end scnd us clong some
corsonchble comtributions 4o includes

e ————————

Oving to lack of spaco tho "Blatc and the First TJarld Uor®
has boen held cver wrtil Jrmery nusbere

:)6 YOU 10T YOUR BLAKE? vou till bo emtertained and nwost
cort-inly instructod ~hon you road Rox Dolphin's "ARD YOU
aLAT COMSSI0US™ in the CeDs 1549 Annual e




325

Personclly Gponking - About 3lkke.

4 now foatwro fron the pen of Nex Dolphin,

Part 2.

Dspocinlly did tho glinpsos of foreign lands give ne a
possion for trevel and geogrophye Sexton Bloke leod me to th
Tide World Irghzine and on to tho Mationnl Geogrophice His
2bility to mix with sll nationalitios urged me to take a keen
interost in forcign lsngungese Intorest 'us also stinulated
in erininolcgy and deotective fiction generclly, and an urge
4o write both fiction and non-fiction devolopeds I once
thought I lneow Sexton BElrke se well that I could make a livin
-riting up his cesose diters thought differently. Soxton
Jlake ~lso taught me chivalry (in its widest sense) and sclf-
reliznces Meod 1ith nental struggle for o difficult task,
tho thougit "Mt would Dlske do?"™ wms alucys the koy to the
vight cowrsc of action. (7e could novor euulunte hin fully,
becauso of his superior mind and physique --- but we'll do
our bost).

Thore tm:s tho educationnl value of Sexton Blake ==— a
strange influence to find in publicafions rashly denouncod by
these vho never roud them as "peonry drondfula®e

o doubt tho boy thot I wa thougrt that by trying to bd
like Blrke he could bocoiio a dotective hinsclf. That, -perhap
was tho droane Tho roality hos boon sonevhat difforent, but
the knovledge, ©s Tall ns being intoresting in itsclf, hos
cortainly proved usoful in life.

To be liko Bloke! The drecan, in tho old days, of nany
a boye Blake vas the idenl nmn =—- a good nan, a strong nang
and a very lovablo human being. Only tho thoroughly dopraved
sould tliink of Scxton Blake as his brothor Nigel did, as a
ngnivelling Bivle=punchor"!  Even tho worst of tough under=
world charsetors respeetod hin, trusted hine Tho eristocraty
arong the erinincls openly admirod hin,

Thog boy 'rs thore vho teulda't hove changed plnces
rith Tinker? Thoro is tho Loy to tho Blgko logends For
overy boy 4id clmnge places vith Tinker --—- uyself included.
One fecls that —without the heelthy corpanionship and adniratid
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o

ok ;;;;,', Rzlto, on ascetic; o colibuto, toill
o wvery \rll_;flgt tox; Jeteetivoe.
Tinker, ¢ finds and

I+
5]

Aved

Eeop

~i'foction.

Fivo that cti.
-“_\"or‘tl:re ) Bi

T+

I3 g up thot
Sc.‘t\.n B?,le_ Jie wll d the groving
ey icism of peeplo, huve 133 had tu T shell

cortinue to follo-- Sexton Zl:ko through thick and thin, fer
he™s ctill as good aid active as ovor himsolf. 411 he lacks
af¢ tho right publicity agontss ILluko himself rould be the
lart to cooploin of thate

o wrs almys g Y@y modcst mang
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