
~.--·· ----·· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·-···-·-·-·-·-·-· • ······n,:;;-~······································ · ·····. ·························-~············ ·····!~ ·························=-··········•' ••••• - .._ - - - • .. - - • • - - - • - - • I 

liii; COLJ.EeToa·s !iii 
••••• •••• ::::: DIGEST :::: ••••• •••• ••••• •••• ..•.. ·-"'•' 
:::(Vol. ?) N o. 35. NaV<Z"'b<ir 194,9. Vl P~t free:J 
:-:-. ··=· ••••• •••• ·••·· .. . -- --- · . . ... ••••• l\, ,: .. r 11'i't, j ,(.( F 1~"1- To-1 cy "' P,1pp .. "1Q. ~ •••• ••••• •••• z•e•c 11 Till'. JJ)' ,•e• :!::: 1 A.NGUARD-- :i:: 
::::: :•·-.. , f ll.1!.~A.~Y-2 :::: 
••••• \ 'Ali " 1')..,....,.- ..,., .-_ ; .. ::;,,...- •••• 
••••• _..,. . ., .... v ~ -- . L.---4:._. • ••• 
••••• ' ___ ,, ·\I!-}· . • • ·• . • ••• ~~ . , ~ ~ 

::::: AT TBE PO~~Jf Jg~ BA'iO!:ET.I ~ \UJ :::: 
i:::: ~ -~ , . .-~ -:, - I :::: 

f£iii ft:-~ . ~-~ : -~ . ,• - ,;i Jo~~ - f i!i 
.•.•, / 116., --~I •••• 
::::: I - ., -' '" - - . :::: 

••••• ~ · • 1-< -~- .I 1•e• 
••••• . l \ . • ••• •:•:• -I .· ' I, . ·-:- u!i..k, •:•: ····· . _ .. ~... ··•·· ::::: . .:;·:: : .:-::t-=-:.,~~;°1 ~-·- ~···-- :::: 
••••• •••• ••••• •••• ••••• •••• :::•: =·=· . ··· ·· -· ·· .. ··-.. ······························ •••••••••••••• ,.$ ••••••• •••••••••••••••• !:~:--i,;,-·:.:::!:~!:!:~:!:!:Z:!::!:!!!~:!:!~!.:t.:!:f:!: 



THE 

Iaily 1lin or 
16. l G. 49. 

DAILY MIRROR 

· L IV £ LE TT E R S 

14 . 10. 49 
Defir !Jr .Lec kenby, 

How nice oi' yo:i "";o write . 
li e llf\ve n ow h eflr d from Prfll'lk 
Richfl r ds flnd will be g ivin r, his 
lette r next week. • 

Kind rega r do , 

~ .. ~!;,.--J-6r? -Li ve Letters. 
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CAUS-A~D 
IIITER WAS 
Oil Y A SHADE 

D il !' G1,,.p:iic J 
17. 1 0 .,( ". • 
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NOV.l! B:ll 1949 
I GXt Issu e Ducblllber 

J::dit or , llie coll ~neous Sect ion 
Berb ort Lackenby, Tol ophone Excbenge , 

Poe t Fr<>o 

c/ o Cent rol Rogi at.,., llortbern c_.i , York. 

FROM THE EDITOR' S ClllIR 

Dt volop mont e : VerilJ', event • move so qui o~ in th e publi -

ci ty" world, tbet it is dU"ficult to keep prce rl th t hem. llot e 

somo which hev o beppon ad ai nc e our l est i aeuo •nd I ' 11 vouch ;rou' 1: 

agr ee ri th m~. 

Fi r s t, f e llow cit iz on Jock Wood t hOUf!l,.t he woul d t.,. r nother 

J ohn Dnll'll!IOnd t o s ec if he coul d be moro aucc oea tul t h<n f111 co-

edi to r. J ack ' s quo rey ""' " Jo hn L. Drummond , nows edi to r of th o 

D• il:r Gr rphic . .'..ga i n it "r" r. blrnk r e f nr na trrc ing t he Sext on 

Bl rke ~utbo r wee concem od , but J r ck hr.dn' t w•e ted hie time . On 

th o contr r ry, t h ti n""" edi t or ec . n t od o et orj' i n ..tu>t J r ck bed to l e 

h1l:2 rbo u t th .e hobb;r, • nd roked f or tulle r inf ormotion . Fo llo"1.ng 

up , J r ck eugg oet od t he Grephic sa nd tr re port er to th e Ol d Boye' Bo< k 

Club on tho coming Sundo;r. Thc,7 di d oo, end you a oe th e re aul t 

e lsewh ere . 
Then, no doubt , mony of ;rou sow rn elllDSing l ett er , ond replT, 

whi ch cpp er·red in th e "Dei ly W..rror" on Octo ber 11th . For thos e 
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-.no didn 't . i t'e r ep roducte d on tho insid e tront co v~r, togeth er 
Vii th rn rctno.. ·l cdgo cnt of :! l otter I wrot e tho 11o l d codg e rs" rs 

th c7 ere lmo"n. Also l otter from Fr nnk Ri ch ar ds hims e lt. 

Following t hi s , c l or t Bob Bly the h , d • clw t with th e " liv e 

lotter'' editors on the 'phon e . Hu told them oll rbo ut us; 
thoy wor e int ~r oeted and suggested Bob get in to uch w1 th the 

t oe ture e edit or . Bob bond ed th e t Job ove r to Lon Pnckm/ln who, 

ot the moment of wr iting, is buey on the stoey. If eeything 
comae of 1 t before this i ss ue goce to prees, I' 11 rdd o note 
eh8"here. 

ilot on tho heels of this incident, I received e l e tt er free 

Fr ank Rich r.rde , with which be enclosed one from Mr. Sydney 

Jccobson , f ...:etur e writer oc th1: clrss 6d. wookly 11Lcr.dcr". 
You' 11 s ee these lett ~rs rlso on another png e The tnoC1cnt I' d 

r ood t beci I gr cbbed '1111 ' phone rnd colle ~ t hu ove r r;i od,y Lon 
Pockmen. He Jumped to it, ,dtb tho result thDt r moeiuig rit b 

Mr. J r cobe on WM orr ongud . If r eytht.ng develops from tru,t in 

time, thc t ~lso wi l l bo refcrrod to somewhcro. 

17ell , thl't'e not r ll , for tie asrs . Charles Skilton •re 

bevi.ng o stond ~t the Sundry Timas exhibition held rt Grosveno r 

House, Pa rle Ll'ne (Oct . }1st - llov. 14th ) end on th r t e t rnd will 
bo c displey or Bunte r l or e over 40 :,errs. 

Fin r lly , :. . J. South.:cy in fe r cwry South .:..fr ic o 1• re t i ve 

• ~oing through rn r rti cle on old boys • books which is "to rp pea r 
in "Outspan", ! coding Journrl in tb r t pert of the worl d . 

Yeo , oll this ,you fellows i n conn ~ction with our once 
obsc ur e now f r cous hobby . It just sh""8 you whet crn be done 
;.hon ~ lot of unthue i r ete get tog utho r. 

Dil cmmll: This , meyb c,, is hr rdly tb u pl cc ,, to discuss om, •s 

domes tic af f r irs, but I have ru,d so m,,ey kind l e tt ers ( so mcey 

it is impossibl e t o r oply individu r lly ) of sympot~.y 0 nd off ore 
of hdp fo ll o<.1.ng th r t l:urrio d end r r t h, r drr mr tic postscript 
of min e in th v l e st issu e that I ! oe l compell ed to refe r t o it 

vgr in . !.!oroov1..r, it v,rs ;,orhrpe not rs cl ... ,.r P B it clght 
hrv o been , f or somo of oy fri ends go t th u iaproee i on tha t 1 t 

Wt:18 due to r,n ccc i d"1l t P 1 fire.. ..n:J"llf'Y, 1 t dooe open up t 

questi on which to somo ert ant cone vrns others c s wel l rie mysa l f 
~ i~ .,,:v rr t one. big f c-cil,;J', 1a 1 t w .... re , t hcr ... is som..1 oxcus e 
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, ,ell, thi a wee the 'Ml/f of it. I h•d just r e turned f rom 

vi a it a to several pl oce a wher e wivea at least lo oked on their 

hus band s • hobby int er aa t wi th a t olerant eye , •nd , in IIOllle coses 

v:er e ea keen coll ec t ors. I had s een them tog eth er et t he DuJ.wic 

mee ting, th e wivee busy with tl: a social aide. With thi e in mind 

I orri ved home t o find bonfiree hod been made of e good propor­

tion of aq collec tion. You con picture t hen fllJ' f oa ling• ae I 

survey ed th e eahes of whe t hod once been tr eas ur ed l e t ter& con­

t eining valuable informetion, fil e cop i es of the C.D ., S .P.C•s, 

C .Jf' e , oo rly lloy s • Fri~nd Lib r ories, Cleud o Duv• l s , Dick Turp i ns, 

o th er iudinee , ond goo dneee kn ows whe t oloo. Inc ident elly, this 

oxp~ri en ce "111 he l p t o expl a in to thos e w1 th whom I hove not yet 

had tho pl oesuro of mc&ting for o fri endly clwt why I bsve 11\Y" 

corr espondence eddrosaed t o th e offi ce . 

/'ul;'J'Wey, th cr oJ hes be£n c omp .... naetion we n f or en unhr-ppy 

cpiaod• lik e tbi a, fo r I hove bu~n gr<,etly ch ee r ed by tho oery 

kind .:nd g ... n~r ous l ~tt ... rs I hc.:v .... r "'coived , with th ... i r off~ r o of 

~alp to repl ace ar:t lo sse s whur u possib l e , off ers I sh al l bu dlt­

light ed to teke td ventc ge of ee soon se I cen get things etroi&bt 

ened out . 

No,. I do fr om tim e t o ti.mo hee r of rl vee cbo do not t oke too 

ld.ndly t o th , ir husbands ' pr eocc up ot i on wi th tha hobby. l!oybe 

it is unders tmld cble , mny be w& <'r f: nui sc ncos f or th e wey we l (:f'V~ 

copies of pcp~ r • l;y1ng ebout or occup ying ep ,cc for s torL ">g r.hich 

t aoy think coul d be put to bet t or uc o . But t hoL coc.J.d b o sr.i d 

• bout r ey hobby . Possi bly, t oo , v.-e ere eomttimee t empted to bey 

m.on: th en we, con r eoll.y tifford, but in our coso , o t th e present 

tic~ rt o.ey rl"to, it ie only lik t: buying sberoe on r stePdy m~rke , 

or whGro they t.and t o riso. I! f or somi, rot1son you wf'nt to un­

locd you cen, e t lc es t, get your monoy br ck a ft i,r got ting much 

en.joymt:n t out of one ' s purchra ea . 

HO'-'uvor. wbcr "' I Pa co nc erned , with rl l 'flf'I prob l ems, so l ong 

• • I r ~t ~in 0// f ccul ti c s, th e C .D. will e lwuye continue to come 

out obout t he first wae k in t ho mon t h , even if I hBve t o wri to 11\Y 

cbe t unde r r, l amp-poet o~ et winto r' e nigh t in r sn ow-et o:m. 
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DieFpPointmunt: !.nother doleful per. ;.,. will be a. en from 

th e Letter Box we or e not to hove Hr. E. S . Brooks' St. Frrnks sto:ry, 

announced eo gl•efully l est month, oft ~r rll. !Jo er e sure t hough , 

ell rill ace llr. Brooks' point of view. It wi 11 bo difficult to 

pick up the thrende r fter r.ll th e90 .r~ors, rnd h~ is r buey men. 

Bow.,.,or, the lnnuel will still be full of good things r e r:ill be 

e aon frol!I e liet on anoth e r pege. 

Delight: .lnd now to BOlll<tthing more ch eerful. Cloa a on the 

heel• of l!r. Broolcs' lett J r of r egr et c"""' • pecket cont a ining 
John lledcraft'a con tributi on to th e ;.nnual. It'• entitled "The 

Comics in ': hoir Heyday''. It's in his best etylo, end you kDow ,m ot 

thrt meone. To th ~ old - timers •Bpocielly it will bring o r oel 
whiff of nost e lgic. You will hco r e ll about those uniqu o Pnd 

N<lt'rkeb l e • •r i •l s which "PP~~re d in Chips ond Comic Cute in t heir 

gr oct dcye, soriels wi tb such ~nt lci ng ti tl ee es "The Ml:n "11thout 

c Soul". "Beyond tho Cold~n Mist", 11t1Ddn1 Blu ob~Prd" e nd "The 
Vonieb. ing Man11 • Youngor members will herr c,bout 0 Puc~· rnd 

"Chucltlos••. res , it's the goods. 

Yours eincerely, 
HERBERT LEX:KE!IBY. 

Leet Minut e Floab: The meeting w1 th th e "Loader" repr eeent r tiv e 

duly come off nnd we P r() de lightod to nnnounc o thet t he re i s every 

prospect of o !'. " " wri t e- Jp on t;,c h~b',y ge,,_r nlly in th e Chrietmoe 

numb..:r. And fl & t ht.t repr t!eont etiv c rill be Dt. t h.:: Novembe:r mu-e-ting 

of th e O.B .B.C. 1t is r equested th ot ev ery mo:n')er should rtt.nd 1! 

ot oll possible. 

WA!fi'ED: Copl oe of "Story P~per Collecto r ", eny numbers . ".lso copi e 

~tor's Dig est bef or<> No. 21. exc ept !lo. 10. J . t>o•·:, 7} l'.ing 

Str<>et, Aberdee n . 

FOR SA.IE: Mllgnc ta, Gema, Nel son Lesa, Union J rcks. I..11 cl e• r1ng 

~och. S.0 .L's, Vli de Worlds, 1/- ~r ch. Champions (1945-46 

period) 2d. ea ch. Strmp for list . J . .• !lol:nd, 12 Cull enswood 

Gardena , Merton Driv e , Rcnelcgh, Dublin, Eire . 

7 I,NTED: Sex to:1 Blok e L1brer1 es, 2nd Scri ee , 171 or 723. 
Leon::rd Pockmon, 27 Arcbdele Rocd, Eoat Dulwich, London, S.E . 22. 

Lll'l'ED: Aldin o Public oti ona, Turpine, Duvc la, Robin Hoods, e tc. 

F.. R. L<>Ddy, 4 Nunc~ton Rood, D<genhrc , Esse x. 



IN Tm:: FOOl'ST!:PS OF H . .xr.;;;LL SCO!'T 

by Brrr y Dov,le r 

(continued ) 

Pt.r cy TC''W'I"\, pro pri utor of t v ..;ry flouri s hing g.,r :-ge on the 

out&kirts of St r ith e s, r lso told mu meey things Rbout th e Docto r. 

P1..rcy, •;:hen ho WClO qui t u l' you th , us ed to work r t 11Thc ..inchor rgEt11 

end driv u th & Doctor on hi s rounds .in th~ poJ\Y e nd tr rp . I oho~~ 

P~rcy r smDll poper - b : eked book publi shed l ong ogo . I c r rri •d 

this boo k cbout with mu r gr c·r t deol whil e- I Ir.I'S crrry1ng out my 

invcstia otiono, showi.ng it to ncr rly r ll t he pcop l o I 1nt errogd 

It .. oe llo . }01 of th e Boye ' Friend }d . Libr • ry tntitl cd "On Hie 

Mrj e ety ' o Servic e" , fl T~ l c of Ne lson Leo ·-nd Ni pper,. rnd th u Conn 

~crsP~giyi.g , Wt~ ~:tb e fo%,"1Frel-'~ ~~ Pin Wgs~goi•~g .r~i 

g on<0r r lly a t i ldght - til:l& in._ "Th•. ,lneh 9r~ a". I used to pouso naw 

ond eg oin whil e I woo r occfi ng th-, st ory , nd pander on th e st r,,.nge 

ond r elll8r keble sequenc e of events. Mnxwell Sc ott wrot e this 

otory ne or ly 35 y ears 88 0 , end he r e wee I r u~ding it in th o very 

hous e 1n " hi eh i t wee writt en \ .,nywey, ht us get be ck to 

Pvrcy Tewn . Hu held out th ... omall pepe r -b nck ad book admiringly 

oo thot his men wor king round him 1n th e goroge could see it . 
11R .... 1 s g ot one of th e Doc t or' s storios ," he dXclaiDad . "Good old 

MDxw.:.11 Scott : " I liked Porcy. Ria ch e ery sun-t o.nned and 

rugged co unt enPnc e WAS r tre c t to look o t , nnd th e very next dry 

o cer auddc.nly sto pp ed c t my ai de in tho High Str ~e t of St r ith ca , 

r nd tr &r e woe Percy ' s ch c•,ry f r ee with t he door op ::.n, beckoning 

to CJc to hop up t He ge v .. a« s lif t up to hie go r ngo which was 

on rrry wry bock t o nTho ..u1chor !'gc " . Our tP lk this tic o we e 

mrinly eb ou t footb r ll t 
I t a lk ed with moey oth -,r peop l ~. I hed che ts with c lady 

who nt one tim o wc s n o,ri d li t "The .hncbor cge". I ht'td cnothe r 

t c lk v.i th e ve ry old l1>dy who, I gtthorod , wont to "The Anchor rgo' 

ecvor r l dr.yo e w. ek to do th d rGrllY herd work. I t a lk ed 1\1.th 

Robe rt .oBrr, th o ex -bl ockslll.i th end his lal'rri ed dr ughtor . Thora 

wBs Br rry Besl u ti ne Rnd bis wi fe ( r· di r ec t descendr nt of Crp t r in 

Cook) who liv ed next door to the "Brown Cow''. Oh, ond th e r<a woe 

Lcvinir Ve=ill 1n th e Hi gh Str ve t of Stei th ee . I must not f or ­

got th ~ morning when I WtlS slo nly ffl' lldng up the curious!)' wind ­

ing bu t n.r,erth e l cs s very pi c tur osquo High Str<a e t of St,ith ce . 

I wes suddwily conscious of r co n di r ec tly behind me, end I 
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a li ghtly turnud ,nd BPid some comoonpl oc o .,orde about th o beeu ty 
of tlu. s li ttl c fishi.r.g vi ll •ge. Then I c cme out wit h th o qu ery 
which hRd :1lmost ;ecom c r. stock phr f'!ec with me. "n i d I know 
Dr. St cnifort h , 11 ho r ... '>li ed quickly to my question. 0 1 shoul d not 
hcve this fing or if it hod not b een for Dr. Str nif orth." ..nd 
he h el d up on~ of the finger• of hi s hrn d \ Th nt sta rt ed r f • ir 
long conv ersa t ion be tw 1;;an us l:18 we slow ly w21ked Plo ng t ogo th or 
un til I go t on one bus en d he got on a noth er. 

I bnd opportunities of chrttill6 wi. th s eve r cil men 'A'b.o hed 
h ed acc id ents in th e Grinkl e Mines , and they r 11 spo ko of tho 
kindn es s end groe t sld . ll of Dr . St eni!orth . 

It wr3 no secret in thia.ee !)~rts that Dr. St nniforth .,r s 
l.lrxwe ll Scott . N-url y ev arybo dy I spok e to knew that. Some -
times I followed up my f irst qu estion by saying, " He weo o writ e 
you kno"'·. 11 And n !Crly l""lweye th .: reply er-me b ack i .n ,. flc •sh . 
"Yes , I know th ot . P.e ct"l l ed hi mself f.!flxwell Scott ." Som1:rti.Jl.:.s 
t he s e simplo but ts.:iod-h i:!rr to d peopl e would sPy , 11Yes , di <l..u.1:.. :ie 
write f or the Boys ' F:i·i end'l :, grE.en p,!>p~r, wrian' t it?" 

Two o r thr ee old ladie s in St e ith es gr oupod t hel!lSelves roun 
me one llfternoo n whe n I we e onquiring wher e the Dpcto r' e brench 
sur gery use d to b e. They r ll knew . It is now o co f e , ond it 
gave me s pl ees ent thrill to have Ill)' tee in whe t WBO onco th e 
branch surg e ry of Dr. St onifo rth. 

Mrs. Brc dehew, who i s now the proprietress of "The k.nchorag 
Priv P.t e Hotel", :md bes unly bee n her e for ebou t 18 oonthe, wee 
!r ~nkly Cl!IAZe d when I t old her r ll • bout r.bxwoll Sc ott , ond 
sho ·Ned her Tl1lf pl nn of the bungvlow r nd th o exact opot wh~re tno s 
tbri lling Pnd dra :nPti c Rtori t>S w&ro t.yped out. I "l so si.lo· .. ud ho 
!lnd her bus be nd "On His M:-jcety ' s Serv ic c11 By l,~!'lxw .... tl Sco tt. 
Mt er this thc-y gave me fr ee occeas to th e. room which wps once 
Mf\XW'e l1 Scott 's stu dy , which i s now th <..i.r priv e te si.ttl.i~- roo m. 
Ono dey Airs . Br ed sh,w, cheffingly r emark ed to me, "I• 11 t oll you 
whet I•ll do, Mr , Dcwle r. I ' ll se ll you "The !'1lchorogt;:". You'd 
lik e t hr t, wouldn't y ou?" 

It may in teres t you to know th c t I first drrft cd this artic 
out in ohorth ond , end rfte nrords typtld i t out Ju st lik e !iPxwell 
Scott di d . It pleases me t o write this. ils o I hov<> writt en i 
with dict ion aries , r of &r onco i ooks, l e tters, popura, rnd n pl on 
e ll round mo on tho de ek in r:i:, den . Just lik e Mnxwoll Sc ott l 
I h ov o clso mecle f ei rly 11, ~r • l us e of e 11 ttl e feded grc.-<m b ook 
print ed long lo ng •go. Tho beck i s n e• rly cO!llilll( off en1 it h 
bee n otched u with li t tl e bits of stic o er. It is n book 
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which coet on e shilling r nd ia ~ntitlod "Ju.st Tho Word •/:,nt ed" . Ye t thie littl~ book is on ~ of C\Y ooet highl:, pr iz vd poeseeeione On t hu fly-l ent th er e i s • s18ncture with th o dot o Jun o , 1892, writt<m under it. The buay pen thet wrote this signptur c stoppod writing moey m:,ey yoers ego, but the bimd tlu>t wrot e it gcve t errific pl oesuro t o th ou.sends and tb olllll'nds of boys , young and old. Yos , you • r o right . Tb" sigru,turo on tha fly - l ae f of this 11 ttle book is "J ohn "I . Stoniforth". Sca tt ered through out t ho book ere scor es of ..-orda scribbled 1n th o margins, ond the r e is even a drawing ell from th e bend of li!Dxwcll Scott . He sometim es usod this book in bia s ec rcb t or the euct word, Pnd i gives mo intini te phaaur u t o hove end to molte fU.ll us,1 of one o t he tools of trode of 111!1 fcvourite author. 

Before I brillg tb1a somewlll't discursive articl e to e close , I went you t o eccocpeey- me to th e los t r<>st1ng -ploc e of t hia ~ gr...,t cum. Ho end bis wife Pl'<!buriod aid e by side , not 1n th o churc}cy-or J of St . Hildr.'s, but in th o cemet •ry on -t ho other side o f th e road. Tho grev o he s e s impl e grey grrulit o cr oss over it, rnd it overlooks o wide sweep of th o weet cm bill• which he l oved so much , rnd where bo bnd lived rnd work ed fo r so men., y ee rs. Let us stcnd 1n ce lm cont<mp l c tion end •lowly re ad tho insc r iption: 

In lleco ry of 
John W. Stanifort h 

For ,5 y<>ere 
Doct or 1n thi s Pe rish 

Born Nov. 14 , 186, 
Di c.d J • n. ', 1927 

Tl~ : Megn0ts No ' s l to 6, 90 , 100, l o6, 110, 16,, 207 , 217, 26, , 264, 266 , 21~. 2113, 288, ,oe, 309 , ,i2, n4, 54,, '77 , ,82, ,9, , 411 , 413 , 417, 429, 4 ,2 , 439 , 448 , 449 , 648, 664 , ~68, 672, 775 , 880 , 938, 941 , 942, 943, 948 , 955, 97' , 97,:, 975, 992,l o64 , l(){,9, 1074 . Condit i on ,;co d enough f or !. inding dcei ..-od . l'/ould t eke volumes or s hort :nJJ'lS t o obtrin wrntod m.i.cbers. ~m. H. G::ndor , P .O. Bo::z: 60, Trttnsc o?U', Manit oba , Cttnedr. 
~ E 011 Bcyo• Books f or Fentll q . FiqU on, Li &te e:i;o~ or woul d ~. a..=7 J. H. BorUe U, P .. a 11111, Sh1pt oa Gor i;e , Bri l!oor t , Dors et. 



n-noway h!eetillg. October 16th-------~ 

COl!ling efte r the succeaof'u.l ocetillg of leat l!K>nth it """ 
only- fitting that th e October gathering took p l ece st the ho;,e o! 

the Nelson Lee outhority, popular Bob Blythe, who together with 

Lours war e th e perfect hosts. Situn ted •n ooth th o shade s of the 

notoriOUB prison, '1'b.&re, no doubt , the f emous sleuth helped to 

sand m8l13' of the erring fair sex, e very successful end enjoyable 
time wsa had by ell . Len P•ckmen openad th o proc eeding s by 

bnt erteini.zlg ll!r . Here of the ''Doily Gr aphic " end giving him im­
portant date abo ut th e club end tho bobby. Then foll owed the 
usu e l re eding of the minutes end correepondenco , to be follo"oo 

b7 the tr<Jeaur e r • • report. One let t er wna from ChDrleo Skilton, 
thenking th o donore for th, l oan of books to be shown e t the 

firm ' • stand ot the forthcoming "Sundny Tim~• " book exhibition . 

The secr e t ory th en gnve dotoila of the poor r e spons e to th e 

holdi.ng of the cl ub aooi sl. On • vote it wee egree<l t o ohelve 
th e i dea and members g&Te v•rioua reaaona f or not having 1 t . ll. 

vote of thenlca ...,,. given to tho c""""1ttee fo r th eir good work on 

b eluJ li of the aocisl. 

L. propoaol by B. TI/hi ter end seconded by R. mu tor the t pastel 

m...,bera should particip a t e in a draw for each Bunter or Tom 1:erry 

book thet i a issued in tho future """ c s rri od unsni.moualy. 

Two rce dines were then given , firstly Bob Blythe oblig<>d with 

e humorous cbeptGr from Ne lson r....e LibrRry No.400 entitled "Under 

Pet ticoat Rulo\" end eocondly Bob Whiter corri ud on t he l rU19>ter 

poriod with • cha;,te r from 1'!egnet llo.1}69 ent itled "Bunte r the 
Vontriloquiet". 

Tho congrs tulotions o f th e club were exton~ed to Pe t er Cuohin 

0 11 hls fin o porformenc e in th o tillll "IIBmlet", o ah ~or joy ond 

dalight to al l re~dera ot Shokeepo r ro including our """ prosident 

Pr ock Richards. 
Bettor support """ ur ,;od for th o "Colloot or' a Miscell8JIY'' ond 

members were oaked to submit erticl co not only fo r thi s IJll!6Uino 

but el.so t or our own "Col l ector•e Digeet 11 • 

Bob Blyth e surpeaa ed us • 11 with the beat quiz evor yut 

dovieod. .\fter e dillg dong otrug gl o of tbr oo rounds, Char li e 
•lri!!bt wea suc ce ssful ,with Len Pcck.i,r n end Bob ~/hi t or doodhooting 
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f " r s~cocd place, Cloa v behind in f ourth plece was Ben White r. 

Noxt mootiDga : 
'ii'ood Gre en, Sw, dey Nove.c,bur 20th. 

Groenwich, SWlday , Dc,ccmber 18th. 

\'li ll mcmbcro who aro b ehind wt th th e ir subacriptiona kindly 

t<lrll8%'d on aame to th e sec ret a ey, 

.lnd so t<mninated cno tbar succe aa f\u mee ting wt th the 

usu d good sale end exchenge. 

Attecdsnce: 1ilr . Here {Doily Grep hic ) , Len Pockml'.n, 

Hero ld end U • .i,., Dubb, Frnnk ond rtrs, Kee ling, Herry llocor, 

John Gee l, I on llhitmo r e , .\, Bl un den, Charli e Rlld Olive liri ght , 

R. Deaco n, a. Richordaon, Claude Allan , Ben end Bob -lb.iter , 

Bob snd Lour a Blythe . 
Thr ee addit ions t o our r8.Dk8 were W. Lrwson, W. H. Whiter, 

end ti . Fe nn of N.,.,, Zoo lend. 

BE:NllAMIN G • \'llllTER. 

THE 1(0'\'C<::=RI:INS STORY P.\PEll COLLB:TORS • CLUB 

:... om.all but ont ht.5 i est ic number et t ondod th e l ost ceeting . 

7h-Y b c.ve n.., nce1 to bo :lisc oureged , the LonJo n Old Boy s ' Bock 

Blu b h~.l so"1J be!(inni nge, ecd l ook wboro it baa ~ t to . H .ia 

!~~~ '!~~t~r.,F;;r\t" atl", ;"i~gr vrm,.:j0 ~t e~~~.air/~g,~a00
k 

mE.:lui a reol ondec vour to l'tt Jnd . Ria eddr&ee i s 178 Merl e Str ... t, 

Bcuwoll , Newce s tl e . 

;,JI Il~IVE HOBBY: Coll ~ct Speci.mon Copi es o r Vict o rie.n 

bcye' pope re. I cen euppl,y Bo)'ll of Eaglecd, Boye ' Stendord, 

Be.ye • Comic J ournol, Boye of tho Empi re, Young .ngliehmrull, 

Boy e • \Vorl d , Block Beas, Bl eck !11ghWey,aen, Sweeney Todd , 

Blu~ekin , Ty burn Dick, Ching Ching, Herlunrey, end hundreds gore . 

6/6 pe r dozon. llodc rs ft, 64 ' loodl MdB Road , nt ord , 

'\'i.lJl'l'Gl f or c ollec ti on: 11.0 gnets pri or to No . 890 . Gees prior 

t o No . 1000 . Pop ul ars , S .O.L 'a, Holi day Annual•, Ne ls on Lee , 

Boys • Fri <md. Pr c-wer Che.mpi on , Triumphs llotepura, Rove r•, 

Pil ots, Rcng9 re, Adventures , Wisardo en d Ski ppers, Good 

pric es pa i d . Books wi t h sch ool st ori e s only , 

P . Will e tt , 67 Ford Bri dge Road , S.Shtord, r.!Hdl osex . 



~----- -- Conrtu ;:t'"' d by H\.:'rb ... rt ~ c k .,;nby 

YC"u ' l l s ... o f r o:n on--. of Fr . nk RichPr-is ' l .Jt t vr s tb !"t no l vss I 
th r n 134 ;: .... oplc ·n-ot .... to the. '1c l d co!,: _r s" o f t htt 'D .,ily Jti?TO r " 1 
fo ll o··;ing th.: h,t t or thoy pu blis ht:d conc ornir'l,,( thv "Cu1J11

• ., j,rt'O • 

c ry s t "'l c} .. ;;ror, of th <.: r ...:~ rk.E'b l c int. ,_..r t1st in th o :-,tpor a wo discus 

h...-r c . I k:n.:w sevural c,f th e 1 .... tt 1..:rs w ... 1':s wri tte n by i:1.."!lbvr s of 

our ci rc l e.. It ,'ij,.iul •l b e in t ur'--st i ng i f we. cc ul d fin e! out who 

th~ othe r s w, r o . I 
St i ll t hey coma . 
The ccco ::ipe ny1ng 
cc·-:.., .nt cpp.ar r vd 

in th <t wn Jon I 
"Sv .... ning tkws on 
cc t . 1a th . 3111 I 
.:cGv1•,r en ... vi io...nt- 'I 
ly -11r:s c Jv vot i:s1.. 

..:,f t.b"'" G"'::a in 
its · rly c,ys. 
<=·~n .. n t!':c wz:h his 

I
. me'""ry li d l ,,~d 

hiI:l cetr , y wh""n 
h(. ac id ::v rr -1 .. s 

thu sc hGO 1 boy 

I 
invento r - he 
knows botte r now. 
And it' s woll 
ovo r }O y.• rs 

I s
inc e: our ~rtin 

Cl i ff urc t holll!.~h~t'----------~ . 

I 

I 
. I 
I I I ; 

I 
l __J 

--·-·-' 



,-- - - 3("i - ---- -- --- ----- I 

..... f 1.! ::-t iJ'"':- . On"- b'-'!::·in :: to v. nd.or if thu r v i ::; r-:iyon .. in 

'r'h ,.'"'t St.r l. .... t -.,:ho ~iJn ' t r • rd ti' i.: Gt..o "'n d =:rf;nG t. Or'. yos , I c-:n 

tnink c:t' one . FC'r • . i 11n 1 t Jra:, 1..s t\g"'to, t!lllt cl'U.Stic cr it i c ,-ne 
wr it.L r uf sev\,,,rrl book.s !'bo ut J roc'h::S ;.,~-rte: , one .... orry in th <: 

"Dc :ly i.:xpr\;;!ss" th ::>t. h ... hr-:1 n t..vo r r: ... :::.r .... v f {e r W"'S ~t n\.~er socn'? 

t .,;·~(: t ? .J: wc..11 . h ... ' s J,.,r .. 1, so v. ... '11 f~re-iv<.. h.i.."D.. 

In th1.. So..? t\..Cbor issu v I sri l.'.! it 'lfCuld ?>t, i=it vr t:stine to 

kn ..,\·. hor. ::10:r.y tir..i.'--s bunt-..r'e nr ,1;iu "'pp1:rPr dd in th e l!rgnu t t i t.l'-s. , 

:"ctu .. l l y. o r by inf t...r"nc(.. . ··,011 . r.....n Packtn r n h' s hf..~n tit v1or k 

7.ith t~ ... r ... sul t ht. c lc ul c.t t.s Bunt1..r 1 a nr-:::i.J \~~s r cni2lly 0£.n­

t.ivn 1..J 197 ti.coo ""'nd on l't l ... !' st 25 ..:>Cc Psiono h~ ,,. ... a in .ac· t.v! . I 

In -.,i'- w !.lf t!- 1.. sco r es of ch' r t'ctc r s th ~r ~ r r 1::, i n Gr iJyfri r-r s l or .... ,1 
t;o..mt ... r b""'t hi s sh ... r • i f not :nor 1.. so . cc USU"l . In :=-ny c tt-..: .. r 

stc r i~s, of c ~u.rsc. , hu ··:rs tht: bi eg1..st figu.ro . 
+ + + + 

" !,i lly i$untc.r' s Christ:ncs p --rty" is ou t. So i s '' Bcss i i.. 

BUntu r o f Cl i ff Hou se School ". H<.;r 1,... rir «.: r (;.lpr oduct i ons of th e; 

v'l;,,.ry c ttr ec t ivu Uust j"ckc t s . ·, .. c~n• t shmv th ..: co l ours , of 

c o \U'Ss;: , but w'- crn rso u.ri.. y ou t hay 11 l look ve;ry \'70ll on the. 

, oc.ka t Plls . 

T 1.;i lo~ rwc itbC: 
Tu:J I urry ' s _.1u1u r l 
b~s rrrivec! , t oo . 
R1,...'Vi~ws .... r r 11 
tnr<>c bou ks 

PPP'-" r in this 
i ssuv . 

+ + + + 

, __ ..,__ 



- , .. : 1, l ' JJ c ort c inlJ' not going t o occ upy , 11 th e Hemilt oni • 
sp~ce this mont h , fo r I :m1ot get i n thi s do lightt'ul. sk c.tch of th b 
1.runort rl l.'.r . 'luelch by the t Glesgow ent husi re t, Dr. '11.lson. 

~ JUST BE:.ST 

By Rob ert 'flleon 

Soou approve wh<n Billy Bunt or 
Prowl.ly holds t he etego . 
Othu rs 8Vd?' tb e t .:.rthul' Auguatus 
D' b.rcy is t be r ege . 
But I Just s!!d.l o when Bunter f ools 
Or Gussy ' s hot goes 'squ elc h', 
Fo r I em he r e t o p ey respoct 
To Henr:r Srmue l Quulch . 

Ev en the n , me inspire• respect. Henry 560\lel ~elcb . H~re 
is no noce to bo trilled wi t h . It et r ndo Al oof from t he rib ~ld 
limerick. 11There once wt'e c- mast er n ._.,ed r.tu.elch". But how to 
co ntinu e . Pr<-por and effec tiv e rhymes , r e conspicuously 10<:king 
J.nd who , in &q cn ee , would der e th o portent ous frown which .., lll d 
gree t hie ill-turn ed levi q,? 

Charl~• H""1 l to n h=e evo l ved :n,,ey outet,nding char ectara . 
\'Ibo is tbor o emong us who would not r e cognis e , • !'tor only r f <JW 
minutes ' r c qu .. intr,nc r:-, coul ~ we but a:L:Gt thwn, '7h:rrtcn, Viarnon­
Smith, Bull , Prout, Figgins . Rc tcliff r nd mony more . Out stending 
too Hl.f.r O th ~ v:ign at t l:S of th a t.llley' ev oncscvnt new boye - Jim 
Vol-n tin e rn d De Coat ll , t o mention onl y tw o . But no,rhe r ..; do we 
fin d charccter so soli d ly 0 nd dependcbl y bui l t up "• in th u meey 
storios featuring !Jr . Quelch? 

His p,:rson e l r pp ~or encc is so much in kuep ing ri th bis ch"r " -
tar . Tho t r ll angul l' r ff8\Jre with the gri;:i rnd , e t tim oe , f or­
bidding f oo turea of disciplin o i te e lf, pe r so nifi od in thie greet 
men . Th r t ho ie • gr ~et mrn , I •m preperod t o or gu o with th o 
world, n ltho1J8h h .:, himself ,muld pro bebly bo th , firat t o break 
o lenc e with JOO on this et nt oce ut. I cen well i.::l,,gin .: hie in ­
etinctiv e r eac ti on , 0 Pooh, nons t:nao ." 

His e .;nea of duty, hi& unsw erving r ectitu de ond his ph,ysice l 
co ur Pge r ll rdd etcturo t o hia po rtr ri t . R" ie o lalcwl,dg<l blo 
men, wi se in th e clcss i ca rnc! othe r g r t ewrys to l c.rrning. d.bovo 
ell, h~ i s wi s e in th .- wrye o f his f ~llaw-m:;n . Tol a r snt of th e 
wer knc.,ssos, he.. i s unbu..~.iin& in hi s cond .. tllllfttio n of ·1eli be:rc te 
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f £l si ty. ~'" f c r thright men himso lf , he .rbhors t ortuousn ess in 
oth c,rs. 

Hie pe tionc a w:i th th o bnckwcrd pupil is no tew ort hy. a~ is 
e :::an of loy e lti e s. loy a l t o his sch ool, l oyc l to his chiof P. 

loy e 1 t o his For:n. No •olf eve r ep r ~ng to th e def enc e of its 
cube with gr ve t er ardour then th e t which Mr. 'lu•lch disp l ays 
when de fe n<l.ing th ~ boys o f his Form cg r inet the criticr l out­
si de r . ,I i thin th ~ cl Pssroc m well s h e is proflig Pt e of hie t erms 
of op prob ri um by ri ght of hie posi ti on PS ment or Pn d Form-mPst er. 
But tr . .; f irst br et>t h of ori ticism from on uneuthorised intruder 
brings him • 11 bristling int o th e e r ena nn d rnre ly is he ururuc­
cossful in co nf oun<!ing th e c , l umni oua wretch . 

Hi s t cct , judgment " nd res ourceful.n ose er e wort b;:r of mar k. 
No si tu e tion finds him unready. Ho seems evan t o ertrect a 
cert r in el!lount of di gnity from th e booby-t r ep of which he hPs 
'Joen tho occesionDl e nd usuclly unintenti ona l vic tim . . · 

But t ru.s is n o pe reg on whom I de scrib o . His fr t>il ti es ·.,re 
th c r " , just e s evi den t e s hi s merits . Hi s obsti.rul cy has led to 
cr cy ..-rd situat i ons , a s hes elso his quickn ess t o t Pke 
offence where no offenc e i s mePnt. His prid e t oo he s occPaion­
.,117 l ed him t o the inevit ebl e f ell. I.nd y e t , c r at ing its b enig 
n,,nt gl a,im over these darke r petchesof his meke-up , th e re ie hi s 
willingness t o hel p l'lld comfort tho sore hesrt end t he trcubl ed 
mind . l\lr.ny e h oresse 1 ooy hes come from his pr esence wit h up­
lift ed spirits end r ·!e t e :rain r t i on neve r rg e in t o fPil hi s trust . 

:.1 1 th o evi denc o goes t c p rov e thl't he i s he l d in est eem Pnd 
rffe cti on by t he boys of hi s Form, 71itn css t he ir spont onoous •n 
ht=lpfUl r e:acti on i..)n sev ~r F-1 occ rsions 't':'be:n things heve go ne 
wi oh th e ir tru s t ed Form-<ile st e r. Out-l'n d-out r eb~llion hes been 
evokee. cs r eei s t rnce t o e consi ".l .ired injustic e. The iru!olent Pnd 
shBll ow- poted c r.11 hi... e 'ooRSt . The mischi evow, r,nd oe.r oloe a 
edmit s om<eWhet wryl:/ t hat he is P just bes et . Th e im!ustrious 
e.nd strci&h tf o"""'rd s eo no boost in him st a ll. I.rid this ie ea 
it shoul d be. 

Fr enk Ric herds t ,,uc ha s in the portrrit with e mesterly ben d 
enc nov er f e lt ~r • in th e dc lin ~oti on of hi s charoct er. Long mrry 
th b not -l ourl-b ut...l t<ep voic e of Mr . Quolch echo in th e hoe rt s of 
oil Gr 0yfri ers rdh e re n te. ..nd whe t :oore fitting e t ribut e t o 
h1:c then th e words of Swinburne, -

"He is ~ mrn b e loved, £ men ol cet of man .. 11 



"BI LLY BUNTER'S CllRISTMaS PJ.Rl'J'" 

"B'ESSIE BUll'l'll! OF CLIFF HOUSE SCHOOL" 

Rerl.,...e d bz LeoDBrd Poolcnl'n 

Hcving s ee n a proof copy soma months r go, I hov & beon 
8WBi ting tho publish e r• e r a l "P "" de t o of " Billy Bunt e r' a 
cbriat=s Pc rty" with onticip e tory imp a tienc... Now thct I h :iv e 
re od thi• fin ,; at ory during t h e week--OIUI, I do not d ev:iet e on e 
iot a from t he opiJUon th a t i t ia on e o f th e b e st "Bunt e r" book,, 
y e t. 

Th ~ story a nrl pl o t, with Bessi e end Billy Bunt e r, "The 
Famous Five• ::md "Squiff1' oe the cgntr al cl'::Prttc te rs, hes O r ee l 
"Cbri.atm ee fl evour", ia f'ull o! humorous in c i dents, l'lnd nuadl.e ss 
t o eey is writt en in th e us us l Fr e nk Ric hPrds styl e we lov e e o 
we l l. It is , th e ref ore, with th e gr ar t est co nfi denc e the t I 
r eco mmvnd "Billy Bunt e r's Chris tmoe Perty" t o al l "Hemil to ni ans ", 
who will, I em sure, voto it "e rec, l winn er". 

Be e riDg in min d tb8t I hl,va rl weys lov ed th o Cliff House 
chBrectera rl.ght from th e ePrly d eys o f the "Schoo l "Fri end ", it 
might b e thought th ot mae ting • 11 rq o l d "girl fri en ds" onc e ege il 
in "Bessie Bunter of Cliff House Sc hoo l" hr s eT oked in .., ~ t ~ 
gr ~oter ,enthwoi e sm t he n woul d oth e rwi se hRVe b ee n th ~ c • s e , It 
ie , t h eref o r e, (In hon e st f ret wh~n I s oy tMt I c ons i de r th e 1.>ook 
t o b e str ee ts in front of 1JII1! ' 'Billy Bunt &r' ' s t ory yet pub li she d ! 

F rom th e dust-c ove r j Pck et rl th i te de li gh tful pictur e of 
dee r ol d Bes si e end th e l ove ly spree d ( not ove rl ooki ng t he "Torn 
Merry" boo ks in th e 1too kc cse! ) , t o th e l e st peg,, of th e st o ry, 
I ho ve not set do= t o enj oy r boo k of thi s nr tur e wi tt. such o 
f e e ling of s • ti s f • c t i on fo r yee rs ! Th e s t ory snd pkt bring in 
th e Greyfri r re chart>ct ers v ~ry l arg e ly, • s well e s intrc du c ing 
prectic e lly eve ry ,....11 kno wn eh r.r ect er r t Cliff House Sc hoo l. 
"Mies" Rich e rds end ~i.,,ers. Sl<il t on Lt d . er e t o be bo t h c ongra tu­
l a t ed end t h ank e<l f or this exc a ll ont b ook whi c h I, p ars one lly, 
shr ll deriv e much pl ee aur e i n rc ~Cing over end ov er r.g11in. 

Th.: only cri ti c is:n I have t o !!Lak e i s in r egerd to t he f ront i , 
pi e c e. I f eel th ot Mr . Mcc donrl d sh oul d h BYe de pi cted th a girls 
in at o cki.nga iru,t ecd of sh ort so clalt 

MDke n o mist ek e , y ou !L,miltoaieJ111, this ll ook 1o axo e ll ent. 
TP.k.e uq tip, b'U;J' 1 t, ra rd it rnd lump o n me if y ou r!o no t en -!ora e 
at, op i nion t h, t it d es erv e• e c &rti.fic a t e of ~e rit . 



TO!l !iEJlllY' S .u.!ll!U . .L (~·rn..e vill o Publio l' tions, 7/ 6 n e t) 

:, Reviaw by J ohn R. Shew 

Thi• l ong..,.,.,,i t ed .:..nnusl i e just published: t h e tirat of 

i ta kind far almo st D decede. :.. nic uly bo,md qw,rt o oh o book 

of }00 we ll printed pages, it rep r ceonta pro b11bly the beet 

v,,luo for money among b ooks of recent ;y,0e re, 

Of prim Bry impo rt ence emonget tbie t' ee at of re r1 ing ie • 

novel-lw,gth St . Jim ' s st ory . To rslete how D'Arcy die­

oppbered c t Cbri stme s -time , end how Tom Merry end Co. and 

I!. R. Cerdow - eepecit\lly th o lettor - ere involved, ....,uld 

spoil thb eto17 fo r reed e re. But I can •«r tbet this 1a one 

of th o fin est Cbristmae etoriee that Martin Cliff ord hse ...-.er 

gi v en us . 
."..11 t he stories e a well oe e llW!lber of excell.mt poems ere 

th e wor .: of ttr. Charles H1'milt on - mostly writt en un der pon­

n embO - end comprioe th6 =jc r part of th e book . Rc.olcwood 

School, Grimel ede , on th" Yorlmhire !lloors, Pnd "King of the 

Isl ands" 1111 reappear afte r e greet mon,y 7e11rt1. Th e lnt t .. r 

s t or.r espooiallJ evoke• ver,y h opp;y memorioe o! th e Ninet oen ­

thirties. 
~ ver,r compet en t a rtist nemed .r. Abbcy- contribut es nee rlJ 

e ll tho i l!ustretio ns, and en article on birds. 

~·.:nont; c numbor of int dre sting rrticles by ~r!ou~ Y:.riters 

e r e twc ~,y Rex Dol ph:!..n, r.ilo is we ll known t o ree der e of this 

journel: =d e delightful nature story b;y Cli v e Fenn, who 

c on tri but ed mz:n,y et ori e s of this kin d t o th e ol d "Holid ey 

t.nnusl" - of' which "Tom Merry' s AnnuPl" ie B most wortl\r 

suc cesso r. 

WI.ln'EO Two or thr ee dos e n Mell'\ete or Gema pri or t o 1939. 

J,ny odd numbers will be , ccept rble. The f o ll owing numbers 

e r e f or dispcsel, sale or excbnnge: l.lt,gnet 1}8}. i;ec A 1528, 

157}, 1574, 1576 , 1577, 1578, 1579, 1580, 1581, 1582, 158}, 

1564, 158&, 1607, H40, 1661. S .O.L. 178, H6, 352, 377, 406. 
Robe rt Pick ,} Stong e t e Grove, Leeds, 7. 



.:..11 sugg dsti ons ann qu eri ~s t o Robert Bly t b a , 
461 Corl e t vn Rond, Holl oway, London, !'1. 7. 

This month I wont first t o pe as on s0me gt.,od nc'Ks v:hi ch 
f e e l sur ~ y cu wil l Dll b e pl cse ed t o b co r. You wi ll rmomb er 
tha t in 1,.pril l a et, ··,he n th e exhib iti on woe being h ol '.! in L; ndon, 
I b s <l th e misf ortim e t o hav e three Nels on Lee ' a st o l en . Sin c e 
th ~t ti ~~ . scv ar el u f you he ve written off vring y our sympa thy end 
th e pro mis e t o h e lp r ega in them if s t a ll po ssibl e . Na tur a lly, 
I h-ava no t ) c~n id l e !llYSe lf during th e psst seve n mon ths , but hev 
b ed no luck . I b cgen t o th nk tb ot t h ey must hev & bJ cn th e only 
thr ee of t hos e i s s ue s in exist ence , es it s e eme d t ha t non e of our 
co ll ~cting fr a t e rnity b od tb oc , or kn <'W of a ny one posses sing th om. 
Now, howeve 1 , I'm pl ee se<! t o b e abl o t o s ey tb 11t 11 t hanlce t o the 
un ti.rlng off orts on m:, b ehr lf by ,ey fri .;ru\ and club c oll e rgu e , 
Len P aclcman, ,ey coll e cti o n is in st atu quo . You c an imog:l.ne my 
sur pris e s nd d<,ligbt when h e turn ed up et m:, pl ace grinning from 
e ar tc e e r. · :i thin P v ory f.,,, mom~ts o f 'i!I/f enquiri ng th e re e s o 
f o r t h e merrim e nt. I wee meking P very cr cdit ool a off or t t o 
amul e t e th e f amous Che shir e Ca t "IYse lf. S o , meey tb enks t o Len. 
Her o 's b 0ping t b Ft o ne day I mElY b e abl ~ t o r e turn th o compl i e ­
:nent end r end.or y ou cs v,. luobl e c corvic e . Scme o f you OtJY htJve 
b~"'n v.ondering why I ..:id.n' t Co;:nti on r'1r. 'Sr r.oks' vi s i t t u th ~ club 
in last ~mont h ' e C .D. Tht: r eas on is s impl u , th e cupy 'Nf'IB wri tt on 
;ef or a t h e me:oting e nd was olr ocdy t oo l o ng f c-r m·:i t o ·"O him 
justic e. Thi s I prop .os e t o r ect ify immciie t c ly i n th <> fc rm of a 
britrl" hi st ory o f th e ?! .. L. , be s ad on his answ er s t o our qudsti ons 
a t th at me et i ng . 

OUr s to ry op t:DB ( t o ue e n phr ~e e b...:l ov cd of n..:>V1.!liste ) i n 
the summ&r of 1910 whe n o young man of 17 walk ed int o t ho Al!llllga ­
OBted Pre ss ~ fic os f or e n i ntervi ew m. th th e od it oi· 0! t he Gem, 
f.Jr. Beck . i.lr . Br ck wee exp ecting t h e cu t bo r of • menuscript 
st o ry c t: l l c.d "'Ihd Ir ... n Iel end.11 mic h hP:l s o impr e ss eC l-.i.m t bBt he 
ha d osk oc! th e mi.tb or t c mPk e P ce ll with e vi c;w t o publl s!ling it 
in e subs equent issu e of th e "Gam11.. Thr t young :ncn ;>.'P B - f c oure 
tha outh or Lf th e st o ri e s w~ etl.ci r e au much, Edwy s ~erl ~s Bro oks. 
At first the .ldi t or th ought be woe one of hi s r c;;eJere co:nc t c hav 
I! ch e t l!bou t th o "Gem", .:mi ,m s gr e atly eurpri s Gd t o fin r\ tho.t 
this wen not th e Ct"B e . Howev ..!r, he quickly ov er cnmo bi s Erilrpris 
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and got do'.on to business, w1 th the re sult that "The Iron !eland" 
wsa published as s serial in the "Gem" of 1910/11. .t.t the ssme 
time Brooks v:se commissioned to write full length sto r iea of 
St.Jims end e l so to write for t he Boys• Frien d Library. Thie 
first effort of bis to p roduce e St .Jims story was called 
"The Terrible Threes• Sub" and appeared in Gem No.146. (which I 
believe was publishe d on 26th Decembe r, 1910, el though the story 
itself 11as finished by the 21 st Septembe r 1910). AB for the 

. Boye ' Friend, an 11, 0CO word story called 11Stage by Stege" was 
finished by the 19th November, 1910 . 

Durin8 the yeara that followed several other stories of 
St .Jims end G:,,eyfriers es well es short stories appearing in 
other A.P. periodicals , flowed from bis pen. Incidentally, I 
mey es well state here tha t the practice of havizlg St .Jims and 
Greyfriers stories printed under the name of Mart in Clifford or 
Frank Ri c ha rds was not to bis liking . He would much retber 
have seen them eppecr under bis own nsme qui ta epsrt from the 
fact t hat he f elt it to be unfair to Char l es Hamilton. However, 
he , ea we ll es other ~i tere, was employed by the A.P. and had 
t o do es he was told. If he wee instructed to 1'Ti te a Grey­
friare story - well, it hed to be done. This dislike of the 
practice of writing under ano t her's name, end wbst ,:ea worse, 
having o the rs write under one's own, is en aversion bot h he and 
l.lr. IIBmil ton sh or e, but it was the ""Y thiIJgS were done in the 
J •• P . in those doye, end hcd to be tolereted. 

One dey obout th e Diddle of 1915 s Mr. 1/ley, who had been 
mede editor of e new ve nt ·ure. e detec tive weekly for boys celled 
"The Nalson Lee Library". app ro ached Brooks with the suggestion 
t::ist he should write r sto ry for thrt paper1 Brooks agreed end 
t:,e r,:,eul t "'"" th a t in lfo .16 e ppe ared th e first story in t he 
pa per that woe to make b.im famous. It ""s anti tled "Twenty 
Fath,ms Deep t" 

I. t first Brooks woe one e!llOng sev eral euthors inclu<Uilg 
lJBxwell Scott, G. H.Tee d, and A.S.H ar<l,y, writing for the new 
pape r . GreduellY , ho wev er , the other euthore feded out un til 
within e y ea r h e ""'" sha ring the story-writing with G , H.Teed 
a l on e . FinellY, with l!o.109, he wee given the sole resp onsi­
bilty for the st ori es, princinol]J b eceuse the edi tor, !,l,,y, 
r ecognised in Broo ks th e men he WBB looking for , someon e with 
the gift of chars cterie etion, ability to hold e boy's interest 
rlth r thrilling md rd v enturous . y e t plausible y e rn, end a t 
t he s em& ti.mG en author whose c oami tment e ,,ore not su ch es to 
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pr11Yent him giving hi• full t1.me to the one pep er. 

It """ et this period that the editor decided circul a tion 

!i&'J:rBB n.eede't! e boost, and so be suggested to Brook.a tho t be 

write a school ator.r aomawhet on the lines of tboae app"ering 1n 

the "Y&gnet" snd "Gem" ca an experioent. This he did rl thin t' 

week or the ,;dito r•s making th e suggestion and the result .,.,, .. 

tbli !emoua "!li ppe r et St. Frenka", • tele which wos to be the 

turning point in th e f ortun e of t he "Na lson L,,e". It ""'B ct 

first decided not to IIWi tch abruptly to school stories, but to 

introduce them gredual]J. alternating thom with detoctiV<O yarns. 

It vroa, howevur, V ,Jr.f soon opperont what k:::l.nd o'f atori ea the 

r eede n prtiferred, t.b o circulation rising end felling ehc rply. 

Th .a edit or quickly made up bis mind end 'lt'i. thin throe mon tbs the 

mat.er ...,,e deo ided - school stories it wee to be,. Bow<rvar, on 

s,olarnrd situation eroae end one thllt wee never really ov ercome -

th o foot thot !lolso n t,<,e WPS c de tectiv e nede it 1.mportPnt that 

plenty of qyatery ehoul d be provided, end this wee e point upon 

which Brooks diacgreed with the oditor. Brook.a co nt ended th ot 

it would moon thBt tba n,.rratives l','()uld bo noith a r detective nor 

school st ories. Novorth e leae, in spite of this bandiccp, bis 

readers e aemed not to worry, ea the circulation stepdily in­

cr ee oed. So long es tbinga at eyed tbet ""Y th a ed1 tor """ con­

tent to mPint oi n hie policy. 
No pert1oular school wPe in the aut hor' e mind whi l et wri t i ne 

eU'=lut St .Fr ,:,nk!I, b-1.t so e a to mrke sur o thPt e s f aw ci stcite s ee 

possibl u werG mode h d compi led e lorg u r\if ~roncc t~~ k ""'"'!.the co~­

prahdWl iv u ley-out of hie il:>agi nr r:, s chool , compl e te nth sch ol~=­

end .. teff fro.i tho p rinci p• l dov.n, u well re compl-t ;; da t e ile of 

the eurrounding countryside end ite inhebi t Ants. Thie rdorence 

book ""a so embreci.ng, th.!lt it oven included such 1nfo!'1!ls tion es 

the :fare for th e journey froc 'il•ll ton to Bnnnington, 'llhicb .,.,. .. 

4d. returnL 
Brooks• mvthod of writing """ to produoe e whole anries At 

e tim o ncd wh•n thPt wee finish ed to co=encc onothor, t he result 

b " lng, t ho t he o lWBys ht>d two or thr db compl u t e st ories in rutnd. 

Thia stood him in g ood st eed whon ho wont to .\.c,;r1 c• some y c,, re 

l r tor. He Wl'B • gr,,rt beli ~ver in topic r lity in bis st o ri es , 

end cnything he sow, hoerd or re A~ , wrs rll grist !or hie mill. 

Bei.ng possessed c l8 0 of r ,'1.vi d i Cl!'gin • tion h• wee eblu to write 

comriDcingly o:f things Pnd ove n ts beyond nor.:i Pli ty. 

~., ith No. 338 t he priclit 'l':.-e inc?'6 rs o0 to 2.! ., in comMOn .. tith 

noe r e..11 to the incr ~ra.!.d c_oa..!.....EL..E._roduction. 
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(ThPt e trikee e temili or not e i ) . but f e r :from c ausing th e oi rul e­

tion to drop, it incr ee aed, mainly owing to t he n- ide s, tha t 

w4,;re boi.J:J.g incorporat ed , such e a Nipper•e Ml!gezino, et c ., all of 

which, including the St.F r enka I.lag . , which came o long l a ter, wer e 

in th e main written by BrookB. 
The "Ne lson Lee" woe now 1n i ta h<,yd ey. The circul ~tlnn 

fi.gur1l a ere, unf ortunote ly, no t availa bl e , but th e f eet r amoine 

tha t 1t was ! oat oue trip p ing i ts riTt'l pubUc o tions . 
One mejor cheng e took pl cce durJ.ng this peri od - th e odditiru 

of n ew houa ee to th a school in 192 5 (O.S . 537) . Thie ·.ma tsG 
rce ul t of a diacu.sai on 'oetwe en Broolcs md th e editor , with th o 

obj ect of giving mor e scop e to the ato rie e end l!ll8b l1ng tho 

outhor to introduc e more int or-houa e r1VP117 in school Poti rlti ea 

Broolcs eet to work end r evieed hie pl ane of the school, th e reeul 

of which cen be aee n in th e msp g1......, in Mo.537. 
In 1926 it wee found n ec6aa e17 to move the printing worlta 

e lsew here , and as t hG new pr omises did not posaeaa the mechin.e ry 

t o produc e th e ' N . L . • 1n its old formflt , 1t wos dec i ded to i n­

creoac t be aiz e of the peper to euit then"" oirc umstsn ee e, thus 

melci.ng c virtue of nacosaity, e nd e ft er a gre e t de a l o! ectn! nc1 

publi c ity , th e lst New Series mede ita s ppee rence. For e while 

ell went well Rnd cireul c ti on r emain ed st eody , or enm 1ncreaaed, 

until thst dey in 1928 when J.lr . IIJ<Y, th " 9di tor for ao ""'!IT :,ears 

retired, leaving th e euthor / ortist !.lfred Edg er to t nl<e oTer . 

Neve r wee the old ecy1.ng 11 0 new broom n ea ps clea n" more 
epplic rble th P.n now. Edg ar .,es o men with id co s, ide a • tb e t he 

bed long nre.i ted to pu t int o practice, end desp it e prote st s froc 

Broolcs , th eee not i ons wore t rruuol ot..i in to ect ion. It me:, be 

only P co inci dence , bu t it is strong<> tb et Arthur J enee, who hod 

oeo n illustreting th & M . L. since th e beginning, die opposr<ld from 

the po;i:ee ot th e sece tim e t he t Edge r took ov er . There ia no 

n&ed for me to eey nnyt hing of the r1 ...... 1.,. between th e cdi tore 

end e t offa of th e v cr ioua pop ore publis hed 'oy th e Jt..P . - I h8ve 

writt en of it el s ewhere . Suff ice i t to ee7 th et not long 

vlepaed be f , r e the p ictur e c:htlnged. 
Now, inst ead of c heo lth;r c ircul. rtio n , !igurea were f e l Ung 

e t ecd ily. In en effort to ltooat Up aalea, St . Fr enlcs wee wip ed 

out end tb e "N.L ." s ent beck t o wbor" it wee in 1915 , full o! 

de t ec tiv e ye.ma. This ,,.,a t ho introducti on t o th e 2nd Now Serio. 

From then on, th" at o17 is f ec1 11er to most o! :,ou . Th e • t oe 

atori e o, alt hough ell wri t ten b;i, Broolt8 und er "" ri oua pen-ru,mee 

( eno t h er of tb e ed1 tor• e 1deea t ) were not auccesetul , end the 

r ee dura , sur prised end ennoyed to f ind th e schoo l they hrd 
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unj oy Gd r a:flding ebout for yePra so swrrn,.rily dis posvd of , dernend dr 
e r eturn to school sto ri es. So St.Fr anks w~s r obuilt\ But it 
WC'sn•t th e e~me; Brook:, did hi s b~s t , but es he hes et rted, it 
W<'S lik e fl ogging P d e ed horse, ~nd by this tim e h e wes r •p i dly 
l osing interest, likewise his re cde rs. Sma ll wonder that th e 
qu a lity of thd stories fell. Fil,;,lly , in .s Inst effort, the old 
stories " ore revived in the 3rd N""' Series in 1933, but by now th 
demago t,,,d been do n e end ofter 25 numbers th e Nelson Le o wps 
murged wit h the "Gee" . 

Imegin e Br ookB ' feelings, to s ~e the pep er th at h e had don e 
so much to build, oll owed to go to r ~ck and ruin, and tb,m to b e 
asked to writ e stories which were to occup y tho b•ck pages of e 
rival pape r : It is not surprising th a t vrrry shortly afte r this 
fine1 bumili e tion. b e d e cided to sever his conn~ctione with the 
A.P. It must be grr,tifying to Brooks to know t bet in spi t e of 
nil th c t hcd h appe n ed, bis ecrly stori es b nve lived in th e m.amor:y 
of tis r ocdars, so th.ot todry, t ho "N. L." i s es !!!UCh sought Pfter 
es other , find pe r hrpe \ otter known, weekli es. 

TIT LIB 
o.s. Ho. 27 1, The 'l'reitor King; 272, The Battle of t he g1 ente; 
73, the r.:,ke of Gold; 274, The Return of the "' enderers; 

Z75, The Study of l,lyetery ( in trod ucing Oovid Gce dw:in ); 276 , The 
Lencesbir ~ LPd ; 277 , Th e S ec ret of th e North To wer; 276,1.!i ssing 
from School; 279 , The Clu e of th e Oil Tr a il; 260, The Ruined 
Lighth ouse ; 261, The Schoolboy's Pe t cnt; 262, Ni pper & Co . in 
Lonc r,sbire; 26}, li e ndi ortb's Grer ·t Triumph ; 2 64, Fe tt:, Littl e 's 
Bunge r Strike; 285, The J ew of St .Fr -,!lks; 21!6 . 3e rr cd by th e 
Hee d ; 287, Some thi.ng lik e rn ! de e !; 288, Th ~ Schoolboy Cine!!IP 
Own ers; 289 , Th o H~unta d House ; 290, Th• Christm ee ?lot . 

IBIZS 
ew Se ri es 

No's 1 - 4. NE.rl s on Lee v. The Groen Trio.ng1o. 
(Note: St . Fr enks is de st r ey ed by tbs G.T. omd 
Lee forms his "Cub11 d~t ~cti ve egency) 

Nal eon Lee v. Dacc a the Dwarf. .. :5 - s. 
9 .. 14 . 

"a~e . 
Compl -=te d&tecti v e atori os. 

Compl e t e detec tiv e and compl ote short stori e s of 
St. ,r ank s. ('!'he sh ort stori &s t e ll of th• 



llo • a 29-47. 

48-5 0 . 

51 -5 4. 

55-44. 

65-70. 

71-73. 
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Complet o St. Fr cnks stories . 
( Not e : No. 29 St.~'r oni<s reopens; 
Comple t e de t ect iv e : nd compl e t e 
st .Fr, ... k.s . ) 

No's 32 , 36 ,4 0 & 47 
short stori es of 

Ge~ters ot St.Fr.mks. 

Barring-out against ldr. Py ocr oft. 

Compl ~t e Schoe l st ori es. 

Th ·s Second Visit to Northestrio. 

Intro . Dr. Sc e ttle bur:y ,s HePdmes t e r. 

(Note: Th o !lcloo n Lee Column gets ext r e ap ace this month, 
end in view of t h & in side st ory we er e sure 1t will be agreed 
it is worth it. But it will probebly mean the Boye' Lender 
conclusion hes h~d to be he ld ov er. - H.L.) 

Lette r Box - co nt d . ) 

- \;h it e r J,;sq . Senr . 
7o6 , Lord s hi p Lene , N. 22 . 

UcPr Si r , 

Nice Glcl!iture! 

13, Char lee Squere, 
Pitfi e l d Str ea t , N.1. 

8th Oct ober, 1949 -

sh =:.11 b e ph :as ed t o l ... nc! you ~ COl)Y of 11 !.embe of 
Li t t leco t e " !lny tio e you lik e t o Cf!ll nnd get it . Fr 1:o of ch('lrge 
of c ourse . Buses µt1sa th e end of t he stt ee t - BrunS'Wick Pl ace . 
Get off ~t Dc'Wsone Reg sh ops end Brunswick Plece is op;,oei te . 

Yours f r ithfully, 

A. 'II . IA'VSON. 
( It wi ll be r emembere d t hat 1n our l est issu e Mr. "/hi te r offere d 
10/ - for l oPn of thld "L~ bs of Littlec ot e 0

, t> st ory he h11d en­
jo y ed in hie youth. Pr omptly l:e got bi s r ep ly. I eek ed pc r­
mssion to pu bli sh it, for 1 t ie er1other ex empl e of th e fri en dly 
s pirit which exists in our circl e. - H.L . ) 



Soc . -ihing f or SV1..ry bol y 

Th,.: Coll ·~ctor ' s 'ho 1s -."ho (.'r ?;Y n e;7: n '"m'"'s) . 

Tt1'-i Comics in Th1...ir H.:y 1 '"y . by John ..... dcr "'ft. 

:.4r ~ 1..t PSt1..rpi c .... s (- lwvi 1...W of tt: c Sc r i us) 
':ompi b .. ! by J ohn . G .r l . 

Th ... "G ... r..11 H. ... p rin ts, Cc!!!pil c:.d by Lc.on .:-r ~ Pr ckln"'n fro .:c. th e 
filas of J ohn H. Shrw . 

Tl",t.. ~,:;uc ~tion of ..,n E .!i t or , by F . ; •. J~ ington S.yr.ion Is, 
first ~ ~i to r of th ... Ch"".npi on. 

Crs tl ca, Cr r ck ... r s r n,l Cb...rist m--a Ch1..or ( t> r ~vi r...:w of t h1.. St . FT"nks ! 
Yuh . ti ~ ... s t ori .... s, by J oi'm R . -: .... ol . 1' 

T.11... " I:nit t t i on" G-...r.:. ·:n ~ ,:- ~.;nc.t St ori e:s by John iL Sl. rw . 

~h .... ~uth ors ' ' ,h o ' s · .ho (th .. co n ! s~rics) c ompilo tl by 
li..::rb ,:;rt Lc ck t:nby . 

~·~ P l u:isrnt Ev (.1Ul'lg, by P~t cr •· ·: ... lk 1c:r. 

c · r .!ew of t ht:: F ·Jurth, by R01!$t'T J,;;n.kins . 

Th~ Chenq,i on 1949 , by J ohn- , . Go.;:h..:r , Junr. 

Th - s o · ,(:re th~ " Bl oods " t by Hl::r bu r t IA.ck c..nby . 

How TL.:y .."..rrivt!•l! ( ., grtc-t s lict: of St. . Fr· nks Hi stv ry ) 
by hob. rt Blyth, . 

Th" Gr ,;;;At Ny l on l.Yst<. ry, by f<t:x Po lpC.i n. 

l !{ovt l Puzzl us St::ction '' n! r host of othe r Bl ,.k ,;,: f ,...:atur es . 

9E SU!l , • .Jill OllDFJ< B'.J'ORE 'IOVE. '3!:l! 50tt .. 

7/9 Pos t !'rco 



Lot s of Ne••• f ro o Fr .nk Ric ~crd s 

Oct ob er 8th , 1949 . 

1 cm r fr • iJ 1 • m o 11 ttl c !rte in e ckno,rl~d.,1.~ th £ Se~ t am­

b ... r C .1J. f or \,h i ch Z.l.eJJY th r nk.a . Good :-s 1..vvr - or b..:tt ar, i f 

t hct \ o possible . ll~ -d hss to sa y I f oun 1 Lconr rd P~ckr.,· n•s 

r rt icl~ o.:xtr o:::nvly int - 1 {.D ting . 
I Wf' S v ... ry int i.:r es t od t oo in your list of tlup li cr, te C titl ,Je:. 

Pd"h r ps it c ry surprisv you to h ur.r th e t I 'Jon ' t think I uv1..r I 
Qupli c c t 1:;:d C' ti tl c: in r""J3 life. ! It wos Pctiv11.. ,,.nd supt.: rfluous 

suo-J..ii tori r l \•.or k t o 6111! refinc.-cl gold end pC'L"lt th e l ily! - in 

the sl .-pc of c l t - ring ti tlcs gi vun by mu. Sub-edito r s who lil!>J~ 

tht.s 1:-l c st-oinut c. "i17t>rovc c ..nts 0 cvid Qntly n ..,var troubled to look 1 

out r n old list . ,· 

I h rJ t' ..;ood l ~ugh ov~r Ch <rl f:!S ··;r ietht ' s rcco ur..t of Gussy 's 

t o~i .... r ~ ! I n .... vcr r ... :-l ie& J b~f or ... ·\ hPt r rin Jf Fll Gu !J~Y must I 
h i::v1;.. "!, n t..J hi s h"t t.,.r. I 

I h.:vo ju.st h3 '..! un · odrncv · copy o f "To !!l :1vrr1J' s . ..nnu t>l'1
• Jt j 

i s ru rl l.y r n :s toniohi.ng p r o1.uc t.ion, · nJ ho · i t c r,n ~ .... ~om .c t I 
7/E is one of ti os thiTit;S no f c.llo , c ... n un ?"'rst r n 1. It cont ... ins 

on..., ::.tory of 6C , ~·,co wor l e - tt:·~ l ength of r n on..in£ry Tom 11!0::rry 

book - o n 1.. of 25 , COO, orh , of 10 , )CO , on ~ o f 0 , 1 'v. r ::::>..! tv:o of I 
j , \AJO~ not t ... c_,ntion Fr : r.k P.icht' r J.s ' vc.rs ..-.e, · nJ !>t"&"-s of I 
crticlcs r n ..! pictur vs . Th.: ol r! <:r Jyfri r rs Holi tiflY :Jtnurl is r. 

;.,CJor litt l .... 11 r lso r t n11 in c~nr,.;.""·ri so n . I h:i vt.. not B '- .,;D such P 

t, _ok ~ inc c t hoat.. jcl~ ol ~ t...:::i.=u:;.lz whv n I 4rs r boy in th ... ~:-r ly 

1..it;;htc.on -l.. i c('t ti LS . 290 qU£"rt o V"'~~s , e,oo d j 'fp ~r .. nJ 6 o ·I urint -, 

ine; . I .. ca not sur i:>r is"' d tu h .... r·r tl l' t 14 ,t.i','0 c opi i:s h ~vv b., ...-n \ 

t Pkcn u_v, still n c e rly c ::,ontL r.J-i .... c<l of public o tion, for r vP lly 

it io :- priz ..:-peck ut . "But isn't it j olly? I 
,.;;y "l,yn 7'oo d" story " ill b~ out thi s month. I thi.ok I t o ll 

you tho t t::i c i s pub li s hed by .>r . .• 11, n. of Strat ford. o uPr 
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i.1nnchee ter, in e threepenny edition . Billy Bunte r ond Bes s ie Bunt e 

both P!Jpeer on the 14t h. Dil I t e ll :,ou, by t he we:,, t lw t the 

"Fel;Jo t&" stories ere published 1n R.oymond Glendenning•• Spo rts 

Book, by Sportgw.d e, Ltd . of the Greys Inn Rood? Somo ti ::,e or othe 

o Felget e pe riodiccl is to !0110111, goo dne ss knows when. '!'bor e will 

bo e "!Jnw ood" story in ~ Christcea !Dnw:l th a t i.lr • ..l l en will bo 

publishing before long . 
I wee so pl eased wit h Tom Uerry' a :.nnurl v.'ben I sew it th at 

it msd,1 me f ee l e mor e ki d of sixty-nin e or sol 
1'1ith kind r ego r<1s , 

.b.lweye yours sinc er ely, 

- --- FlLll!X RIC1<'<l!D~. 

Dee r Herb ert Leck anby, 
Octobe r 15th, 1949 . 

I enc los e a l otter I hevo r ~cei vad from Mr. Sydn ey J ecobao n,wh 

d id e n int erview for t he "Pic tur e Post" n couple of y e11rs ago whic 

you Cllly per haps rc :oember. .:.a y ou will s ee, he is interest ed in t b 

"Grt;yfriare Association". which must meen th a 0111. Boys ' Book Club , 

ond woul d l il<• to do e "s tory'' on ono of th e moet ;.,,g,,. Could y ou 

l et hie hc,re aomo oa rticul e re? I hove t ol d lwa thet I OD coking 

y ou t o l Eit hi..c hPVc the d~ tri l s he m::ioda. I hflve sunt hie r c opy 

o f C.D .. , •"1th f'n O.B .. B.C . report in "..t, the Septo rhr1r issue. Now, 

cs it h";:,;,ens th.ct th.is issu .., cont. r ir'!S Lo,r,JoC:t"d Prcbr?:"s rr ticl c , 

whi-:b I wished to ;,ro::.c~ ,re, do yo• .. heppt.!!"l to ?:r v~ r;-, t ncr copy 

rv oil obl e:, \iohich y ou co':lld le t mu h..'lvo? 
'Vith k1nd regrrce . 

J...lwcye yours sincer '1ly, 
FR:.NK RIC'! .!1:JS. 

Hr .. J ccobaoo ' e Lotte r 

!) &Pr !1.r , Rich ards , l,it !i Octobe r, 1949. 

I hop e you will r eoember our cccting ? coupl Ei o ~ y .Jf re l"go, 

wbe.n I wrot o rn e rti c l e Bbout you for Pic tu.ro Pos t . I c.m now on 

tbe Leed&r, r.nd Ila hove thought of .;ct ting ~ sto ry on < meet i ng of 

the Groyfri c r e .\.ss oc i e tion. Cen you hel p us by l otting r,e 1cnow who 

and whur e th o next meetiJl& will be , ~nd if y c,u Will be a tt ending? 

Wi th beet s<ishce, 
Yours s inc er oly, 

SYDm::Y Jt.c OBSO'I. 

De= H"rb srt wck enby, October 19th, 1949 . 

M.aey thcnks for yours of th o 15th end 17t h , rnd ;your su beequ 

l1;;1tt ur wi. th the Sa pt eo b~r C .D., for ~n.1ch I one l ose st ra;,s . I rm 

ve r,- gl ad to heve this. 
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I b ed o v~r:, pl ee a r nt l at t e r trom th e " Ol d Co<lgora" o fw 

dcy e rgo , on.J wee told tlll't 134 l e tt e rs hnd 'boen r ec u lT ed on tho 

subje ct~ No doubt you bovo e eon !IQ' l ott ur in Mond•:r' s Doi ly Mi= 

You ci.:,rt ainl.y Uo eemn to h1..1vo go t e tDOve on wi th the "Lurde 

I h t•d r ver:, p l eesen t lette r this morning fro m Sydne y J oeo'beon, in 

11hich he t olls me thrt he hop es t o " cove r' ' the ceoti.ng of the 

O.B .B.C. on Novoc'bor 20 t h. I sh e ll look forwerd to the occ ount 

the L<;eder, r s well ea in the C .D. It looks to z:,, ne if O. B.B.C 

will soon 'be r house hol d word. 
Qui to r curious thing b~pp en ed th ~ othe r doy . Th e London 

odi tor of th e Menchcstc r Bvcning News wrote th rt the 0 Qutap on" o 

BloeJOfonte in wante d en p:,ticlc on Fr cnk Rich ards , rnd ho is com­

ing t o s eo rne this cft ernoon . This o f courso is very pldf'ernt e 

1.nt"r ~sti.ng to m&, 'but I eho uldn • t h • ve guesse d thllt th ey were 

interested in South lu'ricr . 
'7i t h kind r cg,,rds, ilwrys yo urs sinc erc]ly, 

FR.UIK RIClLRD; 

(Noto: In our n""t issue will eppde r rnothe r letter fro m Fr enk 

Rich e rds on • very int or~ati.ng 'but rrther dif f erent subjec t . 

Look out for it. - H.L.) 

Dierp poin tment l 
"Caton" , 26 , Bri nr Road , 

Boll r rd'e Hill, S."f.16. 

D• er m-. Leok.cnby , Octobe r 7t h , 1949. 

I rm e frci ~ I crnnot possib ly write o 5 , 000 words sto ry fo r 

y our L.lmW>l this ye r.r. I r e exc eeding ly 'busy on n now nov e l, 

Md r lthough I 'v e t ri ed to sta rt e school st ory fo r you on two 

or thrde occoaions , I find I crnno t ge t on with it . I rm so com 

plo t o ly out of touch with the old school charPct e re th ~t it woull 

r equire on intonaiv ~ pe rio d of N-re cding end ewotti.ng up to get 

into the r:l&ht mood - and it h r rd~ s eems wort h it fo r D moro 

short. story , oapeciP U;r r e I em so 'behind w1 th !IQ' other .,-.,rlt 

owing to ho ll deys . In e ny c ase, no• th et I beve come to cons 

t~~ m,itter , r v er:, abort story of St.Fr::nk's would 'be unsrtisf sc 

t ory - end th e re is oleo th e question of getting p ermission 

from t he i.mt'lgPmetad Press, 1<bich might \ e dit'ficul t. 

With regrets, ond lcin d ~ e rds, 

Sincer ely" 
E . S . BROOKS. 



Ccn ..:..nyone B~lp? 

27 , .'lrchd ol e Rord , 
F.•st Tlulwich, London,S.E.22 

De,.r Edito r, 
In ord er to cocrploto f1111 r ecords, I should be g l el t o h&ar 

from rny coll ect or who con obliged ma with th e titl es of ony of 
th e fo ll owing:- No .114, Schoolboy's Own Libr ~r;y; No.436, Boy's 
Frien d Libr1'r;y, lat s eri es; Noe .616, 587, 588, 531, 528, 440 , 
248, 247, 245, 23(.. B. Fri end Librl'Ill, 2nd sori ee . Nos. 7 , 9, 37, 
36 , 39 , 40 , "Sex t on Blok~ Libr<'ry' ' let s eri es, 

'lDlf help will be ropreci ~t ed . 

Dcc,r ur. Editor, 

3, Mon tgo r.,or;y Dri ve , 
Sheffi el d 7. 

Seryt. 10th , 1949. 

I shoul d b & very gr ~toful t o PT>y f ellow coll c-ct or who cen 
supply the originBl titl o nnd nuth or of th o f olJ. owing r eprints 
in the Boye' Friond 4d. Libr1'r;y:-

No.687, The Ststionmas t er•e Secret; 698, The Secr et of th e 
Missing Convict; 662, The Dend Men's Secret; 628, Bod;ylin o Bil l, 
tho Bowler, 635, The Silv er Dworf1 607, Brevo , Sgt . Bre dy ; 
615, Last c f th e Cee6idy' s 1 620 , Ncborl;y "/r.nterl o Huggins I 
576, Th~ ~en wit h Two Lives; 366, The S~cr et of th a Reef, 
}72, Tho £1, 000 , 000 Secre t; 336, Buri ed Milli ons; 348, The Cri n­
eon Beetle; }00 , Peril Pit; 364, The J!on 'Vho Defie ~ th e '7crl <"I. 
289 , ~e r in th o Deso rt • 

..111 cro cr &di t ed t o OJ ohn Andrcwa 11 
• 

Yours ein car e l.y, 
L.M.~. 

FOR SALE: l.bou t 20 H . POPUL'JIB ( 1st se r iee) b~twuern numbers 60 
nnd 89, er woul1 exchr nge f or SCHOOLBOY• S 07ll LIBR..TIY. Nvs . re­
QUir od rre (St.Fr Pn.lc's) 4 , 27, 5,;, 120, 336 rn ~ 369, (P.ook.:c<'d) 
w:zy botween Nos . 6 an d 166 inclu s iv e , • Js o Nc,e. 174, 2('6 on<'. 262 . 
(S t.Ji m' s) . : .:riy be tw&~n llos .2 •nc! 1611 inclu s iv e . r l s ,' numbers 
172, 176, 180, 190 , 224, 230, 234 , 236, 2~6 ~na 365 . (Gr ey friere ). 
I.J.m.;,st ' 'Cl// nw:,bors ~• p~ci - ll;y bof oro nw:.ber 277 . !~ s t oo in good 
cond ition with c ri g in ~l cove rs. ~r rticul er s ~f numbors end price 
t o :...J .S vuthvmy, P .O. B ... x 3, Rcrc u'lsf i ·- l d.. C:-">.::s Pr ~ vince, 
South .o!ric s • 



:121 ---------- -- --
TR:n'H IS STR:.;IGEH. - Fro CJ 1906 t c• 1908 thr H TE,ltllrVbl e 

s e ries r em in the " Boy's Fri onc!" -" Brit e in Inv edo ~", " llrit c in r t 
B()y" ~nd " Britrin ' a Rt.v .:cnge ". They t ol d rr2inly l-f th e stirring 
eCvent u.res of t he Villi ~rs br oth ers, Steph en r.:nd /,ubr ey . Some 
criticise d t he yrrns = th o gr ounds thet they were t oo f er -f e tch e 
th e t th e two boys f cught t he whole Gcr .llrn crr:,y on th cir own. •.~all 
if I li"ecembe r ri ghtly , they ~i <'. c apture the Kvi s c r. ;,;nyv,ry they 
, .~re fin e st ories, r n a the r e ie suc h P thing "' 8 £1uth or 1s lic ense • 

.But ·.vcre t hey t oo .for -fetched? Li s t en t o this . "Reyn o l ds 
Nev;s" ie makin;; great p l ey wit h t hit he rt o unt ol d et ory of the 
wer. Th e st ury th e t L. I.5 brnned . They 07 "I t is the st ory of 
two young men,lit.tli;;, e1ore th r n boys , who want to Crete nfter thf't 
1sl .:-nC h x . bee n ;:;..v e r-run by th e C,;;!n,rns, who c rpt ur ~ th e Co:aiJ! r. ­

t!e r vf th..) Se vf's t , . .>p ol Divisi on , who c r rri ed hi m ~r vwiC with t bi~:n 
f e r ov r ... t hen r f crt.n.i. t:h t r.hllv thc.y w, r e chrse c1 fro :l ... nrl t l, ,.rir=, 
of th o islan d by tens of th .:,usrnc] s uf G ... roOilB, r,nd fin ~ll y crrr.!.. ... · 
him CC\ptive t o C,.·ir 0 . 

Y~s , trut h is P t lcr et c c etr e nge ea ficti o n. 

NCYrI CS .- J e ck !fu.r.1.r-gh , of tluckl rnd , H&'R Zoe l ;-nt\ , wishes t ...... 
a pc.:l ogise t v r ll who hAve writ ten him one reco,;:ive d no }"(:ply ot' 
l c t o . Th o r~ee on f er his s ~emi.ng negl ect is th ~t he br a b ~en 
trcvelling nbout th a c ountry-. However, be h opo s t u c ntch up 
wit h c orres pondtm c e econ. · 

s .o.s . - "";(.;;'v e run t o }f p"'g i::e, on.d 1.ivcn t han "Bey ' s Ll,jrde r' 
st vry h ec t o bo ho l e C'V'&r. 

HIDlil Glil' F LASH. - "1h 1.. s~c r e t of th1a: Stu.!y " is vut. 
Re·ri ~v.· next i'.!Y.ln-+,h. 

\t .'.i.~1TIJ> IDi.GEI!'TLY~ Ycur Prica- ?" i ~ . Gl}.m: 8 19, 6( 8, 879, 94 6 . 
CEn r ny F e llow C~l l ect or obli go ? Lcunnr<! P~ckmPn, 27 ..u-ch<lcl c 
Rvod , Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22. 

\ ,uNl'ED: Sch t·ol gi.rl' e own Libre r ive, by ~·l<"!.c:l i ,J ]\.Sc ott rn ~ 
Gi!rtrudo N1deon . r-;. Cul c uwbo , 256 s ... uth ~·lvonu e . S, ·uth t:n i!- c n~ 1..;r 

':','h:::t r bout Ycur Q.u.::ieti onrwirv? 
'.H;;e .:o wont your nr me in th o 

C.;ll ec t or• s \'lho ' e 1Jho . 



All let t er s , mnnus cr i:>t s etc t o be ad dress e d t o t he l.;dit or 
oi' 31..tlcll".M .>0cfio11 :-

H. ~ :. Bond 10 ~ r -ien - m1i-.:~in:,. - Q!r di f f . 

T Ii Z RO U i! D TAD L ;.;. 

As I tyy:ie t h e s e "o r e c i t ia j ust t ur ne d six cOc lo ck 
on c.n Octo ".:.ler Sunday cYeniilG · Glnn c in.:; o ut of =r/ lounge 
,."i.JlCl.:,'.7 I ceo t ~~G dD.rkness :::;xJii'tly cooinc Co-in e.nd fo r t h e 
f:!.r~ t! r:e r e1.lis e t ~. t t :10 ·:.:inter is u::on us . Locki ng up 
1 seo r:f!J Sexton I;l ~:e colle ctior. O!'l t :10 chel v es and &.1ile . 
·iTh!..nk e::>od n ~:::;c I have uy old frie r:d t o f a ll b:.ck on du .ri :i.g 
tho '.li :iter·' I ""hinl: . I t·onde r ho - _:any of :,rou hnd ai.Dtlar 
f ec:ing s d ur i ng tl':.i 'i mo:1th . D:.:..-ir.:g t he l o.~ si x oonths it 
ha s bec.11 ::.o G,lor i o usl y Sur"J. 1erl ike t he.t li t tle t!;.~ught he.a 
boen gi ven t o 01.:tkc n nd hie c.dve nt uros . 3ut it has not 
al. ·ey s been t he same . In t he dcirs of t he old ;; . J . ,.,, lia d 
a "::'OOl::l y trOf' .t tha t l",ns u.l\.a.ya sOE..so n.e.bl e . I:1 t Jei Sla...?er 
yo u l"tere tr e :ited to t o:,i cal sto r ies th c.t defir-..itoly hed 3ooe 
co :u1ec tio n •:.i.~h t h e -~.rm o o:rtl:s . ~l.c.k o , risi to C 31.~ckp oo l, 
Sou t hen d , or you uo re cith hie o!'l :i trip to ~i:.:~::y cli cos . 
J:n t ho '\7l.nto r, · .he n r e.in , s noc , vind c.nd b~d ,-cathc r i n 
.gener a l c l rimp ed doun U?On us ,1 0 r:cr e t:·o~ t ed t o co re cu i t ab l e 
backgr ou nds . 'The ~ .Lvo.ns XI:n.~ uto rie s -;-;ore c. cc.r;o i n 
.,.oi nt . The curr orrt s. !3.L. do :1ot r ef l ec t t:1e s ea so ns » but 
"to t hoo:o •.ii.a bavo a coll e ct io n of t ho ol d tice ~c ri e s th e 



~~~~~~~~~323 

caning aontha hold e. hundred nacl 0:10 t hr ills . I don •t 

sup pose t hr.;t I sha ll ovor ro.,d ell tho ill,•.ko •;gri g•m!llft I 
'>.:>Osesa. -'i.fO t oc:t.y is too aui f't u.n::1 ti!ero 8 -

thi :igs to occupy our cinds !o bo able t o rond a s u uch aa l7'0 

sh ould lil:o . )lovorthelo,~ I t !1i :lk t l1.., t th ia nill bo a renl 

Bl,,.lco m ir...,r for tho 1hns. Ther o so oua to bo a lot oo r a ~ld 

:rucbor o abo ut t hia yoor c:,d I k au for a fo ot t ha t ui n,y have 

incr8"o ud t ho ir calloeti ons beyond t hoi r m.ldoat dro=•· I 

ou st "l so poi:rt out tlut ui th t ho dr.rk ovoningo t bor o nil.l bo 

co re t:1I:.:c to concantT a.te uµon t !1n:t c.rticle that you Mvo 

prooi co d y our oolf you L~ul.d rr ite for the C. D. I ba.vo tol d 

you a ll :.n .;y ti=lus tl ~,t copy io nh r.yc · . .nnt od . At tho t:l.c o 

of · . .ritL -,g t ho po sition is <1oll ::ig, dacpc.rn to . I don ' t 

ui ::t 11Lki,ll1:L to bo nn all - Bond effort . During tho l.nst 12 

t: o:rth, a fe 11 old f a.it :tfulo havo lcopt t ho boll rolli:lg nnd I 

tbc.nlc t h<D pr ofou:ldl y fo r their oup :>ort , but I do uont to ooo 

var i ety i:rtrod uc od into our p~gos . .i l"c oh n.::.cea undor t~ 10 

or tiel c,o ::x...n dil!'oront :;,oints of vi cv . 'Jo t!u-ivo on tllat 

sort o! t !1ing. So, nou that Jd oo bava ~d.tttor uith uo , hot: 

o.bout i t ? ~lot h i n& io t oo lo"g or too <ilort . Evon an 

or iginal ill.:ike atory vo ul <l bo \l oleoco ac a change . I ao 

afr nid t!l.'.It tho t'orthcow.i,g c.n'!unl 1·1ill :,0 uo stly co.de up of 

iteas by Bond a n:! Dol phin . Rax ha o boon grcnd n nd baa bolped 

c.e :.ut 9?le :1didl y. 'i11nn.ks n W).in Rex ~ 

And nou I lc vo to er.kc an ap ol ogy . L:i st co !Jth I :,ubli:J11od 

soco r~t oa .froo c. !otto r d1.ich I !l::.id ,· _:, bl' 'Jilt ik'.r·.,i n . I 

o.c. cu'rnid t?c.t ; ; ::-.do a ,,ory bed on: or . 'i"ho ()lntlono.n in 

q:zosti on ·-:iz :-.cttll y Dm·clc Jibrd of Lc.cc l csfiol d . ';'l!!u11 I. 

roc c.ived u :)oat card fi·OD hil:l oxpr o~:, ing :;urpri ae t hc.t r1il f 

,:.'ioulc: !r .vo t!,o e1·odit fe r HIS dis covori os I could have ki clccd 

eyself . I I'll :."'nd t r iug if "Jilf il::,rTI:i.n :iotic o~ n:1yt: 11 :1g 

thoug1? Sor:7 Derek to lr. vo =do such nn orro r, and ""rry 

·.11r f or usi;,g your ll<ll:>O ·.ti th a ut cnuo o . And rhil o on the 

subje ct I 1•ust m nt ion that- I have had a couple of l at t ors 

ro:r.r.ki. ng on "t!:o ~Tolin OrtrJ...:.ond/Joll:1 i.Jo,·Jton C!i:..nco problec . 

Jolu 1 o c!J.er ot SUCbury c!oos not think t !l.l.'.t C~n ce c...1squcro.dea 

~• Dr:n ::ond in tho s.n.L. l!o thi!lko t: 1:1t tho atyl oo of tho 

t· .'O ~-'.ut hor s aro totnlly difforont . :Tol l, to tzy- \.oy o~ t !1i :U:­

bg be is right on tho 11:co of i t, but thon tho story tllat 

Dorelc sent c.lo ng .!id nat rond l ike tho usua1 Chc.nco t hrill er 

cJld I e.:, , .ondor i :,g i1' t his is ano tlwr oma plo of gµo ot ·_ri ti!: 



..::it hor !>r\:;~ :Jd !le.a bl.nt ::i:ttly copiod c:1.C.n::aa so nt once.: -.~J~ 

1

, 

cnllod t ll l.D. h i e o r.11, or Ch311co nc t u:...!.l; .. I S ~nd . Jut I 

c=.nnot cv=ohor. li!'lk U'D t:1., au-chor of t~10 J o :i ~vi..ll r.:id :rt ori cs 

.. ,.i t h th o 1 ut !1or or t !J~ cur: .. \,)!Tt S. B. !.i. oto ri oa undo r t ho ilr uc. .of 
ln n:: or . I fll !lI)O B O \"O s!1=i.ll ::;;:lv o t i:o p r c bl ca. oot:.o dey . Joh:::i 

co:?tinu es h is lotter to tho of f oot t ;.n t bo , .oul u r dllo r s,,;y t !1, 

nu:t hor Ceorso Dol lai ra tr. a DrUtlilOnd. , tor Coro , he s...:js , t ho ro 

!is " crcxrt 3i.c1lnrity in style. A1nt :1or lott e r , t h ie ti.Do 

:!rot: ';7'1.lt or ITobb of Blr ..:!.!!Gh""" poi nt3 ou t t lw t Jo!1:, ::>n=.,on d 

ha s bo on uains a ch,:r uct or t ha t cl 1ayo hi t hc,rto bel onged t o 

::'.ohn Hu..,t or , nac ol.y In spoc t or Pik o. Ur.ltor i::s in cli nod t o I 
lx. li ov o t !.!:i.t l!w rtor and DrleJZ::c:id :i re in coco \,CS li !\!cod up . 

: ~10 p r obl<n i c ::;ott i:,g =~r o t :...,cl.O<! o~ch uo nt h :,::~ r oui11d s co I 
o f tl 10 ot !Jor :::i.:ri.l:.u- c..,.:;o !:D::Io y oa r o ci;:o ':i10: 1 it \"'.fl.a sa i d 

·W...:..t i'.ut ~!cr --oh:1 Anc!r o;:o ·.:=.c a ::-:on- d o- J l ·::io f ;:,r nl:1.; st evc tj · . 

ED.!:11 8 · CC.. t:::, r t h::.t !la.<!. OVC:'" \:.Ti ttcn . "'S f -:::r :!.:l '·o C :ulJ find ! 
.out t.b o r..r-.!.!o ji)!1!1 A.ndro u o t.'D.:J n !i ct !.t oua :~ o user! t o c ":lco".!l • 

th o .i.c!.errti. ty oS a. h;ot of cu t! 1or n r.1ai t! 1oir at o:-!.c9 .,.·ere I 
ropi int od . I hop e t lmt t !.10 pro sc ::rt. J .Jl::i i s no t so t;1orrt! 1· :.= 

:11s p r odo co :::mor . So=cl :c c I c!o !?O't t l:i:~ 30 . I baliovc that 

th e1 o IS :,. r ee l J ob:i !lr,,u:.:ond . '.lh;· de I t! 1inl: so? ::ol l , I 

k:no, c f T:rn:::;; J.i t or &ry Joh:, ~~::.:!u c.lrc::,d y a:x it ·:ow.d bo I 
t :>o :.1Uc:; :,f ::. co ir. c i d onc c i ! :10::co:10 !)i c.ko d on t !l:::.t ?~ .r t i culo.r 

n~ , :for o !1;:,11- clo- pluuo . 7::0 pr .:ib.lm r a..;._'tl.:1s or>cn t.o :.:1: ~o 

o:,l,· o. 

c:! ... :-io l\ .. r nc·.: . 
H. i.... 3ond . 

:J.:.t.S rn4Ttr..::s i!r:Jcr' l!0,'1l'h"? 
·.10 h o!)O so if you ,·,i ll pl ey up ~.nd se nd u s along oooc 

ao t'.oorr.b lo contributi ons t o i ncl udo. 

O\:i ng t o l o.ck of S!)aco t ho 1'Elct::o a:Jd t:10 :'i.rst /.;,r l d '.k..r " 

hn.n boon h ol d ::.vor uutil J~ :u-:r y nu....bcr . 

:JO YOU ;J:0'.7 YOUR l!l.;J;E? You rill be olTter t ::dno d ~nd :te st 

cor~ :.inly i ;iztruet ocl -;,hon you ro .'.ld Rox Dol:,hi !'l I o 
11.UE YOU 

:lL.w= ~~~SCIOJS" :in "the C. O. 1<;·19 !,n: :~,l . 
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~~!:~~~~l~~-~:cl:i:ig - -~=~~-~~~: 
-~ noc, f o:,turo frou th e pon of nox Dolphin , 

Po.rt 2, 
- --r;sp oci.al ly did tho i;liopaoa of foreign l :inda givo c o n 
p,-.saion fo r trr. val ;,m! gaogrq,hy , Sexton Blclc e lod co to t h 
rrido \7orld i_:.q;uin o r.nd on to t bo t!at io?ltl Googr c.phic , llis 
c.bili ty to clx :li th dl nsti onn litios urged c,o t o t ake n l!:ocn 
i:rteroat in f orc isn l c.ngun,;o s. Intorost 1-:,s nlso ::ti::ml n ted 
in crici nolc gy nnd det ective fiction gonorr.ll y , o.nd en ur g,, 
to ·.:r:tto both fi ct io n enc: non- f'iction dev olopo d . I onco 
th oui;, t I kncm Se.no n Bl clco so ,-,oll that I coul d cako a livi,, 
·.-riting up his en.sos . !;.:!itors th ...;ug1t different ly . Sox-ton 
Jlak o :::lso t..,ui;ht co chiv"1 ry ( in its ,"Tl.dost so:,so ) and solf ­
rolia.n cc . P.., co~ \d th uo nt=-.1 a1ruggl o fo r a Jiffi cu.lt to. sk ~ 
tho thcue~t '":1ltt ,10ulU nl~o do? 11 rn s ~ l t1c:.y _s t ho J:oy to tho 
l ight c ourse of act i on , ( "Jo could nov or o,:,ulcte hie fully , 
bocauso of his supo1·io r cind a.nd physiquo --- but ,.,o ' ll do 
our boat ) , 

'i'ho ro =• t ho ed ucationnl vo.luo of Sexton Blolco -- a 
.rt.r a nge i.ni'lum co to find in publ.ic :,:l:ions rnshl :, donounc od by 
t hese mo novor r oo.d t hCXJ as .. pon ry clroo.d.tul•" • 

,:o dou bt t ho boy th c.t I ,,:. , thou@lt t hat by tr yi ng to b 
l ik o Bl:-.ko he could bocouo n c!otcctiv c h:illso lf , T'.iat, .po r l o 
T<lS th o droac , T.10 r ooli ty hr .a boon soc:eTAlat differen t, but 
tho lmoTtlodgQ, c.s uol l c s l>cing int or ost i :,g in itcolt' , lw.s 
certainl y pr ov ed usof'Ul. i n li.fo . 

To bo liko lll,ir.o ! Tho drcac , in t~,o old <bys, o f c nny 
a boy . Bl ak e ms tho idonl nan - a good unn , a str ong uan 
nnd a vary l ovnblo huco.n boin& • Only th o thorougtl.y dopr:iv 
could t '.:ink o! Saxton Blak o a s his brother tlig ol. clid , as a 
"aniv ol li ng Biv lo- rnmc hor 0 ! Evon tho norst of t ough und or-­
uor ld chnrcc t ors r e sp c ct cc! bi.u , tr ustee! hiD . Tho ari sto crat 
onong the cri!Jin::.l s openly ~;.c!oirod hie . 

i1hct boy •.T.s t~1oro d10 uoultln •t Ul:'.vo chc.ngod plr. ces 
, tit h Tinl:e r? T.,oro is th o ko y to tho !lldto legen d , 7o r 
ovory b:Jy did chan ge pL., co s d.th Tinl:o r --- oy,ol f incl u~O<!, 
Ono feels th :it :,i thout t he hoe lthy c oq:,nnio nsh ip and a clcir ttti 
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.::£ t !r: ;1 r:.:.t:~ rl.,.: :. - ::>.::y, 3l t.~:o , ~'-"1 as c <:"tic, c. ci:lib.: :to , ' 'C:-.:.J 
:: .. v c boon ?~o :.!cr o t ~w.n ~ ve:1-r :Jr i l-~ ut , t o:..iJ . ..:ctoct !.xo .. 
Po?"lt:\ ~:J .. "Or sc , :t l!l<lios ' :::)1 ( 'Jitl: 'i'i r.ko r, !:._ fi:iC:.s ::~~ _,iv.: 

;;1!~c!!~~-~·~-.!f~~~i~7~ \~;~:;:~i~~~~~l,~;~~~:.i!~ :~1;~~~ ~~ ~-: 
:td\· ont i.:ro , t~: .... Dl:'!k c- lc v c-r fo _l::; ~o:;oho-· c!.o~t c<l. .1c, 1z - - ­
bee :. " SI.'." h ~' s :-:ct -t~:.:r <..· :::::::;ul :.". !·!o cc t3 :-• .:} :..:oro ti: :n :-. G.).J~ 

~xc..rc.go ~ct ~c-:i, ; o :rt 11-r er 't~1r.:...:..-c r. 

Qr :vie! '~!~~~ r .: ~~ ~~~~ ;:~~~: ;i~1;i, /" ~ ~;;:~~ ~l ~-G :.;~ !n!~n r:;~ ~-~~-::t 
;_v •. ::·r.sc ::icy . !"'~r ..:nco ::~ '.Jc:: t: 1i:: , i: i!: !1vl d over t ;.o yv...1:1C)v 
rc :-.d~ r::;: · ·.:..11 cli p , =-~n·.: S.::x t.::n J.!.:..::o · 1:2. '...-:c c::c c. vctc !".:\:l~' 
ho r o . .:.r.c.l ,·.:t c:·~.ns , !. , .:\"~T t :i::.ci ... t:.:: .;)f lifo , h . . vc ::i !1~!:Jit 
of , .'.y i::r. ;f f . 

It :::..~ :iot on "t:..l·cl ~· ~cc ·. 't c o ~f 'i'i~tl:1..or' s .J--·i.n £ up t iJ:.~t 
Sc:-ti;n Bµ:.k o h:.::: f:.ll.:::1 .:iu :L'r:..:. t:..:....:,:.: . ·.:::r, :-::1..! t:!\,,; .:;ro· i ~g 
cyi ici:JC o! :·w~;l o , :!;.\· o ~~1~ ho..:! t :?..:ir ,._f.:. .. oc-!.. I ::;htl l 
C.01 tinuu to follo· · s~xt .::m 3.·:Y.o throuc}l t !lick ::u :J thin , fe r 
h o, s ct i ll n o good e1: ;J ncti v o ns ovor hiro sol f. All ho l e.c k, 
'1.i-1 t ho ri e)tt publi c it y ucont a. m...ko hic solf ,·.ould bo t ho 
l -11 t to coopl ni n of th at. 

!lo \'JCS al ,:ny3 ti 'V a-y t:od c st tnn. 
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