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Next Issue Jenuery .
Editor, Miscellenecus Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchenge,
¢/o Centrel Registry, Northern Commend, York.

WISHING ALLL OUR READERS AT HOME
HDWEISEASAV’SHIHJMCHRISTHQS
LRD 4 PROSPERCUS NEW YEiR

FROL THE EDITOR'S CHAIR
Sturdy Youngster: We have resched the end of Volume Three
It seems only & day or twe since I was seying that ghout Volume
Twe, yet what & lot hes happened in ‘between. 1 ventured to
suggest e yeer ago thet I hed en ‘- ides 1949 was going to be en
eventful year, and indeed it hes been sO. Before the first
month was cut we hed thet memoreble York Exhibition followed by
the equelly successful one et Islingtony emd the Mexwell Scott
wgeoop". Then time end time sgein there has been press publi-
city for cur hobby, with the London 012 Boys' Bock Club perticu-
lerly in the lime-light. 4nd there's more to come, including
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in 11 prebebility # fine article in the Christmas number of
the "Leeder" class 6d. weekly.

The go-ahead 01d Boys' Bock Club has hed distinguished
guests in Edwy Searles Brocks, Eric Perker, and Kenneth Brookes.
The Club has grown in membership, and the links between it and
the C.D. have gruwn ever stronger.

When I wee with them in September I seid it was & curicus
thought that if ocur good friemd Bill @ender in far-off Canada
had not fallen ill three years sgo, there might never heve been
8 Ccllector's Digest. 48 some of the older members kmow, Bill
had to suspend the "Stury Paper Collector" end there wes even a
possibility thet it might die. We had looked forward eagerly
four times £ yeer to the coming of that delightful little mag,
and the news that it msy come mo more ceme as & real bdlow. So
my co—editor end myself resolved to try end fill the gep, end
the C.D. was borm. Right from the start it wes a resl success;
what is more, Bill rcgeined his heslth, snd the S.P.C. sgein
comes to cheer us.

Bill knows me well enough to kmew thet I do not sey
gloetingly, "It's an ill-wind that blows nobody any good".
Nevertheless, it is 2 fect thet his illness led tc the three
heppiest yosrsof my life and the finding of more friends, more
jolly good fellows than in all the rest of my existence. Yes,
verily, it's strenge how things wark out.

The other evening I turned the peges of that modest No.l
snd compered 1t with thet record No.35 Progress indead, yet
my collesgue end I will elweys think fondly of thet first effort
of ours just three years ego. In our letters and our chats on
the 'phone we often recell those exciting days when we were
exposing the swindles, the dey during the York floods when I set
off to the dupliceting egency with my copy for one month's issue
end found when I errived there that I hed lost the biggest part
of it end hed to sit up until dewn rewriting it; the birth of
the Anmuel; the coming of the 0l1d Boys' Book Club, znd 21l the
other events of those three thrill-pecked, hsnpy years.

And now I mey sgy thet with the end of Volume Three we have
doubled the circuletion; what is more, over helf of thet
increese has come during the year just drawing towards its close.

By the wey, we have received meny pleudits over thet 36-pege
number. e cenmot promise to kepp up with guantity (you don't
went Us 1D g0 benkrupt, do you?), but we will try end retein the
lquality.

Sc on to Volume Four.
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Thst Spet of Botker: Just # word tc say how touched I
nave been % the shoels of condolences end help I have received
since our lest issue. It's beca reel compensetion for my

losses. I won't mention eny nemes, but they include jolly good
sports of both sexes. My heertfelt thenks to all.

Trz . Membuers of our circle will reaed with deep
regret 8 letter in the correspondence column telling of the
desth, under tregic circumstences, of en old friend, Juseph
Bgguley. _ When.l Tepeived Mrg,ja:zuley's letter I turned up ong
T had Tocekved from him, snd noted, with @ shock, that it mst
heve been written én the very dey of his desth. It was & long
interesting letter telling of his errival in Austrslis, his
purchase of & poultry farm, his many potivities, end his hopes
for the future. Joe &lsc gaid seversl tiunks conteining his
bookswereonthawawmttchim, snd how mach he wes looking
forward to unpacking them end renewing scquaintence with the
stcries he loved. It brings e lump to the throet, doesn't 1it?
Truly in the midst of life we sre in desth. It must have been
a great ordesl for Mrs. Beguley to be left alone 80 soon ef ter
her errivel in e strenge lemd.

Joe wes & cheery fellow, with decided views on subjects
he wes interested in. He hit hard es hils perticipetion In
controversies which reged in earlier C.D's proved, but he
alweys hit straight. He wea en suthority on sll kinds of
litereture. He was only 35.

Al11 who knew him will deeply sympe thise with Mrs. Baguley
in her grest bereavement.

Lest Steges of the Annuel: All goes well, #nd unless
scmething unforeseen occurs the Lnmasl will provide & com-
penion for the Christmes fire-side. The orders alresdy heve
exceeded lest yeer's; there's only one 1little draw-beck -
some of the older members hsve not yet sent in their
Questionneires, but I hope they will have icne so before these
lines eppear in print, for thet "Yho's Who" has come to meen
es much to story peper ccllectors a8 Wisden's tg cricketers.

Lnd, ss scon 28 the Annuel is with you, Wwe shall be
plenning next yeer's to keep busdy.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKERBY.

Annual Subseriptions are now due, please!
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(Note: Since Peter “alker's first erticle sppeared some months
ago, we have often been asked for more from his pen. Well,
here is one end e right sessonable ome. Just the very thing
for the Christmes mumber. — H.L.)

"I1LL H.VE A DOUBLEL"

By P. £. Welker

To the enthusiestic readers of pepers like the "Gen" ,
"Magnet", "Boys' Friend", "Nelson Lee", "Union Jack" end others
pro%ably the most exciting festure was the emergence of the
"magnificent Double Number'. This occurred, of course, =t
Christmes, but there were severel occesions when it wes con—
sidered edviseble to publish one in the middle of the summer,
mach to our delight. The joy of purchasing these fet glesming
issues, usuelly printed in red end blue, Wes something thet
cennot edequately be described.

We distinctly remember our first Megnet Christmas Double
Number. It wes e long thrilling yern by Fronk Richards
entitled, "The House on the Heeth", end deelt with the siventurg
of the Femous Five end e Germen prisomer. It onenmed,es ell
good Christmes stories should open, with the Femous Co. tremping
homewerd through the criving snow in the bitter winter's night.
Frenk Richerds could elweys echieve the right stmosphere in his
stories. The lights of Greyfrisrs gleeming through the murky
mist end snow as the fellows tremped over the Common. The
snug worn study with Bunter there, prepering the toested crum—
pets. 01d Gosling greeting the lads grumpily es he turned out
into the winter's night to let the Famous Five into the school.

And we Temember how we srmugglel into the best eesy chalr
by o roering fire to sork ourselves in enother fesst of
Greyfriers.

The sight of the two—colour cover efter the monochrome
printing of the reguler issues wes indeed # thrill, This was
to o greet extent & thrill which wes lost when the pepers
eventuslly sppeered week by week in orsnge and blue end red
end blue. The frmiliar tlue on white hed gon:, and gresn and
red covers were ¢ thing of history.

4 double mumber which sticks in our memory was 8 Gem
celled "The House-mester's homecoming” . HMr. Reilton returned
| from the Front with s demeged erym, which,we wall remember, hc
il
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used to "glance down at".

The picture on the cover, drewn, cf course, by R.J. Mec-
Donsld, showed the Hc ter's triumphant return to St. Jims,
with 8 cheering crowd of scheolboys emcorting him. If we res
member correctly, this was e double number published in the
Summer of 1915.

i curious Megnet Christmas Double Number sppesred in
December 1917. This wee e story entitled "Four From the Esst”,
end introduced Wun Lung, Piet Delsrey end Co. Ome of Mr. C.H
Chepmen's drewings eppeered on the cover, snd showed Bunter, ss
usuel, endeevouring to extrasct # losn from Wun ILung. The y.rm
watstiff and stilted, end, we remember, wes & bitter dissppoint
ment.

Harlding back to very esrly days, & Gem Christmas Number wes
published without a coloured cover. This conteined e yern
entitled "Nobody's Study”, end eventuelly became, we believe,
scmething of a classic, and wes much sought after by later
reeders of the Compenion Pepers. Incidemtally, it is worth
noting that "Nobody's Study" wes referred to in the Gem through—
out its subsequent history. Levison was, of course, to the
fore in this story, end Tom Merry spent & terrible night in the
feteful room.

Another grend Christmas issue without & coloured cover wes
"The Ghost of St. Jim's". We can still remember the opening
sentence in this ysrn, although we haven't seen it since 1920.
It is - "Snow, thicker snd thicker. The white flekes were
fslling incessantly." 4 grend yerm, this, full of the right
Christmes stmosphere. (Since this wes written, e copy of
"The Ghost" has resched me from the Cheirmen of the London
0.B.B.C.)

One rether smusing espect of the production of these
Christmes mumbers wes their appesrasnce on the bockstsells es
esrly as November 15th to 20th. They believed in getting the
Christmes spirit started esrly!l

"The Shadcw of the Past", a really splendid yern. sppesred
in the Christmas No. for 1917. This eppeered on the sceme in
November 1917, end possessed e front cover printed in red and
blue, enc lesigned by thet grenl illustretor, Werwlck Reynolds.
Frank Levison is shown holiing ¢ lentern egeinst ¢ beckground of
snow enil derkness, with & dog helping him to locate the where-
ebouts of his mejor, who hes mysteriously dissppeered in Pepper'
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barm. Ve slweys thought Terwick Roynolds the best of the
41lustrators of the Companion Pepers. His besutiful line work
was slweys & joy, and though his cheracterisetions of schoolboys|
wes open to criticism,hie drewings of .Rylcombe High Street,
end Herries bulldog, oT Welly D'Arcy's Pongo were & delight.

He wes probably one of the best snimal srtists of his time. The
story in this issue deals primerily with the ettempt of one
Velentine OQutrem to escepe the ettentions of the police. He has|
run swey from 2 school in Deven end finls himself in Pepper's
old barnm neer St, Jim's. He has spparently lived for e couple
of woeks in snowy wintry weether on beetroot and potstoes ob-
teined from the fields. He has slept out in vicious weather,
tremped sbout two hundred end fifty miles from somewhere in
Devon, to Sussex, but sfter reducing himself to £ mere skeleton,
js rble to hendle foum unsuspecting fellows and leave them in #
aitch! And this, mind you, at the age of 16! Nevertheless,

e good yern, and well told.

Another tele of long 8:0 was ngchoolboys Never Shell be
Slaves", e Magnet Double Number. We remember this as e
prillisnt tsle, but memory is rather vegue.

The Nelsom Lee produced en excellent Christmas Number
celled ™The Phantom of Tregellis Cestle", & yern calculated to
provoke the necessary chills and thrills. ge elweys thought
that BE. 5. Brooks wes et his best in this type of story.

For some unaccounteble resson the Christmss Double Number
went out of fashion, despite the fact that se the 1920's Arew
neerer to the 1930's, end the 19%0's sew pa2per supplies back to
normel. Admittedly, Christmes issues wore ~roduced, but
without the flevour of previous yesrs. Ves it becruse 21. wrs
the weekly cherge? And to double it to 4d. wes considered too

7

The decline in the designing of the front cover wes th
noticesdle fenture. Yhen the Gem produced its grend double
mumbers between 1912 end 1918, most of the covers were besuti-
fully printed. The register of blue end red wes alweys good,
wheress in leter years we foun? the colours somztimes 3" out
of register. The covers of the Gem which =ppenred Auring the
last yesr or two of its run were simply Areadful.

Curiously enouh, C. H. Chepmen end R.J .MacDonsld, who
between them, illustroted the yarns in the Cem snd Magnet for
yeors, sppeered to decline in their Arepughtsmenhip. In the old
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green—covered Gems eppesr some reslly meticulous exsmples of
Mecdoneld's pen and ink technique, whilst Chepman's eerlier
illustretions ere much better then those eppeering in the late
1930's. We were clweys rether emused et the stiff, cerved—out
look of Chepmen's schoolboys, perticulsrly in the esrly issues

of the Mognet, but during the 1920's more freedom wes epparent |
in his work, #nd some dalightful semi-certoon drewings eppesred |
in many Helidey Anmuels. |

{

The Christmes double pumbers were gigentic effeirs emd we |
used to wede through them from cover to cover. In those deys
it wes apperently pcssible to buy & brend new suit for 25/-.
You could guarentee to stcp smoking in ¢ few days by followsing »
course leid dovm by Professcr Somebody or other. You could
jncreese your height te 6 ft. You could stop stemmering. An?,
shove £ll, you could nip round tu the neerest newsegent's and
obtein your lovely brend new ccpy of the Megnet, Gem, Penny
Populer, Boys'! Friend, Union Jeck, with holly end snow end
Christmes feiries 11 over the plece, rnd then cell in et eny b
tobecconist's for e packet of ten for 64! Snow hrs slweys been
~p vitsl necessity in Frenk Richards' Christmes stories. TWe,
are £11 fcr it, end love our stories of the festive seeson
suitelly ecormed with leshings of snow.

When, however, the "series" ider begen, end eventuelly
beceme £ permenency, we noticed thrt EKent snd Sussex were undet
snow end in the grip of winter from December to Merch. They
must be pretty tough in thie pirt of England!

It is sed_ to reflect thet the Christmes Double Number is
e thing of the pest. The boys of 1949 ere miesing something.
When one glences over the bookstells todey, it is with despeir.

From 2 boys angle, there is nothing.

Nothing st ell.

Csnnot somebody do something ebout it?

RS e

WANTED for collection, Msgnets prior to No.890. Gems pricr
%o No.1000. Populers, 5.0,L's, Holidsy Annuals, Nelson Lee,
Boys' Friend, Pre-war Chempion, Triumphs, Hotspurs, Rovers,
pilote, Hongers, Adventures, Wiserds, ernd Skippers. Good
prices peid. Bcoks with schcol stories only. P. Willett,
67 Ford Bridge Road, ashford, Middlesex.
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POPULAR_P_PEKS OF THE PLST

e

1 - The Boys' Lesder
(Contirued from No.34)

as we tcre along, I, clinging to my seat, I cought sight
of & clock. Seven minutes to go. I exclaimed to the girl,
wye'll just do it."

Then in & flash oy thoughts travelled back through the
years. wgoshi" I seid to myself, "this is just 1ike that rece
to irmley Gsol in the "Iron Skull'." For strengely enough,
egpert from our own racc sgeinst time, we had travelled pertly
over the ssme route, and the place we were meking for slso had
six letters end emded with "ley".

My thoughte ceme dack to the present rs with e screaming
of wrekes we pulled up at the house where the mourners were
enxiously weiting. Ve hended over the certificetersnd » moment
later the funersl procession was wending its woy at & more
appropriste pece to our goel. We errived there Just in time,
not to seve 8 life, but to lay en 0ld comrede of mine to rest
pt life's journey's end.

Now you see why I relate that little sdventure of mina. T
nedn't seen the 'Irom simll! for over 30 yeers, yet it 11 came
back to me in & flash. Surely £ striking exemple of the vivid
impression those stories of the long ego left on one's boyhood
mind.

. However, to return to th. "Boys' Leader". The "Iron Skull
wes e hig success end shortly afterwerds Maxwell Scott wrote
enother Vernon Resd story, "phe Red Hand". It is interesting
%o note, in view of the eppareat bitter rivalry which existed
between the Hermsworth three end the plucky Boys' Leeder, thet
yeers leter the L.P., hoving got en interest in Peerscn's, pub-
1lished these two seriels, very much cbridged, in the Boys'
Friend Librery.

Curiously two other seriels eppeering et the seme time o8
mphe Red Hend" were “The Green-Printed Ship" by Robert Leighton,
end "Bleck Diemonds" (Stecey 3lrke), what the editor styled
"golourful® serisls. ind pnother in the seme volume, No.J3,
wes "The Bleck Judge" elsc by Stecey Bleke, o yora sbout the
notorious Judge Jefferics.

d
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Others which come to mind were "Vultures of the Line", o
really fine reilwry yern by Herbert Wentworth (Herbert Wentworth
Jemes), © sub-editor on the paper. "Secret of the Scuth" by the
other Herbert, Mexwell, to wit. Sidncy Drow contributed serisls
sbout Renthorpe School (in the Hermsworth paners he wrote about
Calcroft).

Then ceme whet I slweys look upon as an ominous sign - the
publishing of reprints. One wes "The Venished Fleet", e
Greydon Gerth story by Sidney Drew., It hed sppeered in the
"Big Budget" & few ycers esrlier. It wes e fine yern certainly,
wut it wes herdly consistent with e policy of "elwoys something
new".

However, whether the Boys' Leader wes finding the goling
hord or not, it ceme out with & stertling ennouncement in No.66,
December 10th, 1904. It concerned ¢ new prize competition, in
which the competitors had to collect coupons to be issued esch
week with the peper. Nothing new or novel sbout thet, you migh
sey. Nevertheless, the ennouncement occupied £11 the front end
second page, end it wee justified, for the first prize wes cer-
teinly e stertling onme, no less then e six-weeks' foreign tour,
with ell expenses pzid and 10/- » week pocket money. Moreover,
it epplied to two boys (or girls) who would go together under
the cere of 2 responsible person. It must e remembered thet
this wes over forty yeers ego when pleces like New York seemed
e long wey off, and 10/- week pocket money for the sversge boy
was wealth indeed.

Although the competition wea run on behelf of the "Boys'
Lesder”, coupons slso esppeered in the "Big Bulget". It ren
for months end each week & toable whs published showing the
position of the leading competitors, for they were at liberty to
send in their coupons es often es they liked. It is probeble
thet the peper wes getting into stormy weters, snd thet this wes
e bold end desperate ettempt to revive its fortunes. If it
wes 80, the scheme feiled, for the result wrs mede kmown in the
very lest issue of the Boys' Leeder.

In No.98 deted July 22md, 1905, ceme » significent incident,
which tu the keen observer implied all was not well. Three
weeks ecrlier it had been announced thet e "grend new seriel”,
"The'lysterious Army", by Sidney Drew, would stert in this numbex
Letuelly this would have Ween enother reprint, for "The Mysterioy

Lrmy" hed slready appesred in the Big Buiget, However, No.98"
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gerried no such story- Instesd in the editor's column there
was sm epology for its non-cppesrence, end the stotement that
neither the editor nor Siiney Drew had emy control over the cir-
cumstences, end thet the decision hed been made at the leat
moment.

The tregic news thet the Boys' Leader wes to die, however,
wee naturally kept quiet until the lest moment - the issue of
fAugust 12th, No.10l. Even then, of course, it ween't quite put
that wey; instend, the editor ennounced it wes to be embodied
with the Big Budget to meke one grest pepert , & step he hed
noften been asked to teke". At the time no less then five
serinls were running. "Rung by Rung" by Gilbert Greyj "The
mﬁrﬂnsir Milliomeire"(Donoven Mert); '. Felon's Secret!
(Henry Fermer); "The Five Swordsmen®, snd "The Leds of Lengton's
House" by Sidney Drew. The first four were trensforred to the
"Big Budget".

548 T heve seid, the result of the competition with the
unique first prise wes smnounced with the dying breeth of the
poor Boys' Leeder. The lucky two were

Herry Hertley, 21 Oxford Roaed, Teterloo, Liverpool, and

Nicholes De Le Mere, Mont Seint, St. Saviours, Gucrnseyd
Lrthur Brooke paid e special visit to Iiverpool to liscuss plens
with Herry Hertley's fether, scting for both boys. The elitor'd
feelings must heve been mixed rs he made the jourmey, 88 he
thought of the fete of the poper he hed triel so hard to make
into @ success.

However, the boys, efch 16 yeers of sge, lecided in fevour
of £ tour of Lmerice and Ceneda, snd en essistont editor of the
Royel Megezine wes oppointed to go with them. Lengthy and
intercsting sccounts of thelr tour wers given in the Big Bulget.
It is interesting to note thet errly in the competition they werd
well down the list, gredueslly working théir wey to the top. It
msy be mentioned, too, thet there wes consoletion for the peirs
.who came second, third end fourth, for they won & fortnight's
tour of the British Isles, 21l expenses paid and 5/- pocket money

I heve deelt with the competition at some length, for I
think it will be agreed it wes the most novel one,so fer ee the
prizes were concerned, ever to be Tun by 2 boys' peper.

The two lucky first winners would be 61 now, How interest
ing it would be if one could get in touch with ome or both of
them, sc thet that novel experience coul? be retold in the C.D.
One never knmows, even though it heppened e long time ago.
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Well, the Boys' Lesder died ¢ week or two before its second
birthday. It was a pity, for that kindly soul, .rthur Brocke,
deserved better fortune. Possibly there were too many pepers
of the seme type in thosc deys of limited pocket money. I recall
thet Hamilton Edwerds could not resist g parting gibe. In the
Boys' Friend he steted thet several of his resders had written to
ok him why he hed stopped the peper, but he wished to inform
them that he had nothing to do with the unfortunste peper. .h
well, he could efford to be petronising st the time. His own
papers had been too powerful and were on the crest of the flood,
but time wrs to come when "his white peper™ the Boys' Hereld wzs
to grow sick and join the Boys' Leeder in the graveysrd of boys'
pOpETS .

(Note: By on inexpliceble lepse on my pert I stated in the
first instelment thet Jrthur Brooke's real neme was Arthur C.
Mortimer, when of course it shoull hsve been "Msrshsll". — H.L.)

"THE SECHET OF THE STUDY," BY M.RTIN CLIFFORD
(Mandeville Publications, 6/-)

. review by John R. Shaw

In this ingenious story of St. Jim's School the identity of
the melefactor (for such there is) is not r-vesled until nesr the

end. Thus the reeder, though p.ossibly guessing the 1 arty
is spered the necessity to takaI interest in, pa:rhg% gef b

gome sympathy for, e character who is unworthy of either. Instesd
#Ahc cen concentrete on following the plot, end studying the subtle
delinestion of schoolboy cherscter with which this story ebounds.

The Third Form "fags" ere quite prominent omce more. Reggie
Mennera decides to "go in" for footbell pools, =nd ie in greet
denger of being suspected of even worse things. 4 brief extrect
will shew how true to cherecter ere these young fegs sfter »ll
these ycersa-

"He's soft, &8s you jolly well kmow," ssid Reggie. "“imybody
cen get round D'Arcy of the Fourth." .... "He's soft ns putty,
end you ceén menoge him —" :

"If you ssy my mejor's soft es putty, young Memners, I'll
jem your heed into # locker!" exclaimed Wally, indignently.

"You've spid so yourself," barked Reggie.
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migll, I cen sy what I like rbout my mnjor, but you cen'ty"
retorted Wrlly.

It is very plessent to reed sgein more description' of
scenes in recent stories. Such » peregreph as "It wes ° sunny
morning. St.Jim's generslly had e cheerful espect — the grey
old wells, the old red chimmey pots, the encient elms, the
innumersble windows, glimmering in the morning sunshine" is of
grester velue then eny illustretion, =nd helps to creete that
little World of School end its cnerecters, of which, whilst
reeding the stories, we like to feel & part.

"PE SECKET OF TEE STUDY" {Mendeville Publicetions)
4 Heview b!_l.aonard Perkman

It is with much pleesure thet I recommend this the second
of the "Tom Merry's Own" secries.

The noble "Gussy" tekes the lead in this story, the plet
of which is woven in the ususal delightful "Mertin Clifford"
menner. Here egoin we meet meny of the old femilier cherscterd,
nPhe Terrible Three", "Jeck Blake & Co", "Fiugins & Co". Cordew
Clive, levison, Reggle Menmers end Mr. Reilton being well to thqg
fore.

The plot, which deels with the theft of money from Mr.Reil4
ton's study involving D'Arcy £s the suspect, is full of humorous
incidents, the combination of which make e story that 211 true
"Hami1ltonisns" will thoroughly enjoy.

As for the illustretions, which I sey they ere, cs usucl,
by Mr. Mecdonrld, I need say no morel

wiertin Clifford" end Mrndeville Publicetions rre =gein to
be congretulated ond thmked for this second trest.

I sm now wondering whom the third book in this series will
ferture. Quite # mumber of resders heve suggested "Trlbot",
undoubtedly one of the most populsr cherecters et St.Jim's.

Tihet sbout it, Messrs “Clifford" rnd Mendeville?

—-———000
1{6 EACH Megnets Wo. 958 ".i Slecker's .wskening'; ‘No.903,
WSports Week st Greyfriers"; No.234, "Herry “iharton & Co's
Benk Holidey" 10/-. 2/6 cech for P. Populers, new series, 1919
Nos. 1T to 50. . few eerly Lsgmets end Gems for exchsnge for
similer ones. ©. B, Flinders, "Rosevicw", Gosmore Roed,
Nr. Hitchin, Herts.




Ol> Bo(\_.go' Book Club

Tood Green Mecting. November 20.

"Phere was 8 sound of revelry by might", Byron. But all
wes in order ond the very best teste in the "Reg" et Cherry Plec
on the occesion of the November meeting of the club. A plessent
surprise wes the first errivel, Bill Colcombe of Southend, his |
first visit. Second to errive were Mr. Jenkins of the "Landar"l
megezine with two ettendent photogrephers. One of the latter |
hes & collection of 300 Mognets, e smell world wherein collecto
pre to Le found. Owing to Bob Whiter heving e dress reheersel
with Wibley 2nd the Remove Dremetic Society et the Scele Thestre,
Veronique being the production, Williem and Ben Whiter were the
hosts until the errivel et 5.50 p.m. of Bob.

The formel business of the club wes quickly deelt with so
£8 to frcilitete the photcgrephs end interviews by the "Leeder
megezine representatives. Numerous photogrephs were token,
plso very much knowledge releting to the hobby end the club.

One or two photogrephs of Isn Mockenzie end Geoffrey Evens as l[
|Billy Bunter end & feg respectively should Ye very humorous, £8
they ceused greet fun smongst the lerge attemdance. A4 good
genersl quiz wes held, one of the gquestions was "Yho were the
gecret seven?' Seven Guy Fewkes mesks sdorned the wells so #8
to give colour to the question. VWimmer of the quiz wes Ian
Whitmore, with John Geel snd Len Paclkmen deedheating for second
place. The first postel members'draw tock place and resulted
in Meurice Bond winning "The Secret of the Study"™ end Jemes
Smith, of Newcestle—on-Tyne, winning e copy of Tom Merry's
fnnuel. The bookceses, cremmed full of Greyfriers Holidey
Anmusls, Chums, B20.Ps, Young Englend, znd #11 the letest
Bunter snd Tom hierry books crested greet interest, and time
pessed too quickly during the informel chets and conversetions
thet followed.

Truly e great occasion for the club ond thanks are due to
Len Peckmen end others responsible for the ettendence of the

E%%Begﬂsme: William, Bem end Bob Whiter, Len, Josie end
cemor Prckmen, Cherlie end Olive Wright, Rrenk end Mrs.Keeling,|
Herold rnd A.M. Dubb, Jchn Gesl, Ien Uhitmore, 5. Blunden,
. Coleombe, R. Mortimer, R, Deecon, W. Lewson, Herry Homer,
C. Wellis, John Young, Ien Meckenszie,Geoffrey Evens end
lir .Jenkine (Lecder megazine ). BENJAMIN G. WHITER.
(Look out for the Christmes Loader megesine, - H.L.) |
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Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

You haven't rerd Megnet No. 1685 conteining # story ealled
"Bendy Bunter”, have you? "Of course not," you sey, for there
was no such mumber." No, I know there wesn't, but there would
have becen if the Hsgnet had not closed down with such dremstic
suddenness, leaving lementation in the lend in that fateful week
of Mey, 1940. Nevertheless, there wes » story celled "Bendy
Bunter'" — end three others which never sew the light of day.
Let me explein.

Just over four yeers sgo Frenk Richerds told me e very
interesting inside story. I wrote ebout it 2t the time in the
S.P.C., but as our numbers have increzsed considsrsbly since
then it is worth repeating.

Vihen the red light ppperred six stories were in hend, Two
of these, "The Nezi Spy's Secret" No. 1682, ernd "The Shadow of
the Seck"” (1683), ominous title, were in process of production
and eventually reached the bockstells. "The Battle of the
Becks", as ¢ll old readers know, wes ennounced for the following
week, but when they went esgerly to their newsegents sc that
they could fcllow furthor the trouble between Mr. Quelch and
Mr. Hecker, they were turmed empty ewey. And, if things had
been different, there would heve followed:
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No. 1685, Bandy Bunter,
No. 1686, Whet Heppened to Hacker?
No. 1687, The Hidden Hand.

Messrs. Quelch end Hecker wers still in e spot of bother 8t
the end cf the letter story.

So you would heve had the chance of et lesst four more
Megnets in your collections if nthat men™ hed not stepped in.

+ 4+ +++

T continue to receive uests for Megnet titles to appear
in this column on the lines of my co-editor's U.Js end Bob
Blythe's Nelson Lees. Well, there were nearly 1700 of them,
you kmow, snd they would teke e long time. Still, if you
Megnetites so went them, we'll meke a start, say obout 40 &
month. Let me know and if you say yes, I shall want someonse
to supply them. But there should be plenty of volunteers for
thet. 4+ F

Telking of titles, you will remember thet question es to
how meny times Bunter had Been mentioned therein. Well, here's
2 sequel in the form of e very interesting letter from thet
dynemo — A. J. Scuthwey. You will see he wesn't fer out where

Punter wes concermed. And when one compares him with the othery

the result is very mpch the seme 88 when the Owl wes present whet
tuck was around.

One of my oldest hobly friends once peid 1 wes 8'"begger
for stetistics". Kaybe, but scme of you fellows have me beaten
hollow. As for the patience required to errenge ell those
titles in elphsbeticel order, well, it leeves me breathless.
Anywey, here's Jim's letter.

P.0. Box 3, Beeconsfield,
Cope Province, Scuth Africa.
30th October, 1940.

Thenks for the October copy of the DIGEST received
yesterdey.

Regerding your gquery on pege 279 a8 to how mony time
the Fet Owl's neme appeered in the MAGNET titles. Curiocusly
encugh, I recently cetelogued this paper in slphsbeticel order
of titles end from # quick glence through it would sppeer that
PBunter's nsme is mentioned, or implied, no less than 193 times.
is you mey guess, Wherton is the runner-up with 51 to his credit
I wonder how meny would get the third person correct? Is it

Deer Editor,

3
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the Bounder? No, it is forece Coker with 44, closely followed
by the Bounder with 40. Next, pecilisrly enough, we have
Alonzo Todd with 31, Fish with 15, end Cherry with 12. Three
others, i.e. Wun Lung, Meruleverer and Redwing heve 9 to their
credit, then Skinner end "Inky" have 8, with Loder, Bolsover
end Ponsonby heving 7 esch. Wibly slone has 6, followed by
Wingete, Quelch, Linley and Vivien with 5. Bull end Peter Tood|
hoave 4, Bulstirode, Nugent, Prout snd Penfold three each, and
Aunt Judy, Hezeldene, Hecker, Levinson, Nepoleon, Reke end
Walker have 2 each. Finelly, those with 1 each ere Angel,
Blundell, Clavering, Chumley, Russell, de Vere, Hoskyns, Newland),
Desmond, "Squiff", Snoop =nd Dutton.
With all good wishes,
Yours sincerely,
ARTHUR J. SOUTHW.Y.
* + 4+ + +

«nd here's & nice 1little Christmessy article from one of
our youngest members. Young es he msy ®e, John is doing good
work for the hobby ocross the Irish See,

CHRISTMiS AT WHARTON LGDGE
J. i. Boland

Many en emjoyeble Greyfriers Yern has found its setting at
Wharton Lodge. We have hed summer tsles, with the famous five
maldng full use of the swimming pcol, end engaging in summer
sports, while an exhcusted Bunter, panting, perspiring, wes
slung in a hammock waited on by s polite, patient, but untipped
Tiells.

Despite ite summer glories, it is at Christmes that
Wharton Iodge reelly comes into its own. Within its walls we
find everything thst is necessery to celebrste Christmas in the
good old English way, the holly, the blezing log fire, snd the
ever sbundent supply of estebles. Outside we find that obliging
snow thet slweys srrived on Christmss Eve, #nd the ice on which
Bunter's feet frequently "developed en obstinete desire to pert
compeny end travel in opposite directioms'.

Christmes morning in the Wharton Household was similar to
eny home in the kingdom. It wes ofter dirmer that the Lodge
recovered its individuel cherecter. The efternocon inverisbly
found Bunter wedgel in e fireside ermghair debating the cause
of those sub-weistcoat eruptions,- "It cen't hove been the

i - be it we Al ssibly f: A onel's
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study the oceesionel pop of a cork, together with the sound of
gruff but friendly voices penetrated the heze of ciger emoke ond
the solid oek door. It signified thet Horry's uncle wes enter—|
teining his own circle of friends. From Wherton's den cemethe
cheery chatter of the famous five, maybe they were discussing
lest night's mysterious burglery, or the ghost, or were they
guat pessing time until tee srrived to re—unite the housshold
or further festivities.

It is now ten years since we have had @ Greyfriers Christ-
mes; let us hope with the advent of the first post-wer Grey-
frisrs Christmestide that we shell spent it at Whertcn Lodge.

FOR SilE: ibout 20 1d Populers (lst gseries) between numbers
60 snd 89; or would exchange for Schoolbo; ' Own Libreries.
No's required ere (St. Franks) 4, 27, 54, 120, 336 #nd 369.
(Rockwood) eny mumbers between No's 6 end 166 inclusive; elso
No's 174, 206 end 262. (St. Jims) Any between No's 2 end 164
inclusive, alsc mumbers 172, 176, 180, 190, 224, 230, 234, 236,
246 end 365. (Greyfriars) ilmost emy numbers, esnecielly before
No. 2T7. Must be in good conditiom with originel covers.
Perticulars of mumbers snd price to L. J. Scuthwey, P.0. Box 3,
Besconsfield, Cepe Province, Scuth Africe.

WiNTED URGENTLY: Your price paid. Gems B19, 878, 879, 946.
Cen eny Fellow Collector oblige? Leonard Packmen, 27 Archdele
Roed, Eest Dulwich, ILundon, S.E. 22.

WANTED O.d job lots. _lnything cheep, complete preferred.
Exchen.e lists. Also fentasy fiction. Henry J. H. Bertlett,
Pees Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

WLNTED Sexton Blekes, present series, mamy numbers. Osborn,
24, Berpur Streci, Bedford.

WLNTED: “Boys' Megezines", wpilota", "Rengers", "Bullseyes",
“"Dick Turpins", "Robin Hoods", "Buffelo Bille", etc. ete.
Petrick O'Donchuz, Sesport House, New Docks, Galwey, Irelend.

WuRTED 411 back numbers of Collector's Digest. Also Ammmsls.
Yilliem Mertin, 93 Fillside, Stonebridge Perk, London, N.W.10.

WANTED Aldine Publications, Turpins, Tuvels, Robin Hoods, efc.
E. R. Londy, 4 Nuneston Road, Degenhem, Essex.

VWLNTED: Sextcn Blske Libreries, 2nd Series. 171 or T23.
Teonard Peckmen, 27 Lrchdele Hoed, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22.




 The Nelson dee Column

411 queries ond sugestions to Robert Blythe,
46, Cerleton Rced, Holloway, London, W.7.

You will remember that some months ego we went into the question
of euthorship of some of thc esrly N.L's. Viell, Mr. Webb of
Birminghem hes evidently gone into the metter with his usuel
thorcughness, but, ps he ssys, his findings have confused rather
then clerified them. His letter derls with No's 3,6,11,12, which
we sgreed were 211 by one ruthor, whilst in No.3 it states thet
the story was by the euthor of "The Case of the Turkish Bonds"
end "The Mystery of the Five Towns". Here is whet he hes to sey
sbout it. "—1TI have treced both these stories, which sre, of
cuurse, titles of cld U.J. stcries, the first berrin: the heading
~f the "Five Tcwns" (issue No.289, published 24th ipril, 1909)
end the eecond veing conteined in No.604, published Bth Msy, 1915
—— There is ebsclutely no doubt thet these stories were the wark
of seperzte suthore. The "Five Towms", for instence, wes certainly
written by A. S. Herdy, — "The Cese of the Turkish Bonds", how—
ever, wes penned by 7. Murcey Graydon; so instesd of shedding e
little light on the subject, I secem tc have clouded the issue
8till further. — Both Greydon end Herdy wrote stories of wrongly
accused young herces end the feithfal loving sweetheert who firmly
#nd terrivlly believed in him. Then you wrcte thet the pesseges
between the lovirs sometimes lescended tc sheer bathos, this migh
epply tc the work of either of the ehove-mentioned writers —
scemed quite out of thelr depth when describing & love scene, end
merred tn otherwise very good yern."

However, things epre not quite sc clouded es they mey secm,
beceuse from certein clues sunplied by Mr.Webb, I think I em safe
in seying thet these four stcries were written by Williem Murrsy
Graydon. Alsc in view of the fect that the "Turkish Bends" wes
issued in 1915 just before the Nelscn Lee Library mede its
eppearence, rerders would mere likely remember thet story then
the cther which eppeered in 1909.

Some time age Mr. Charles Hamilton suggosted thet resders
wculd like to know the titles of the novels Mr. E.S.Brooks hes
written. For vericus reesons, slthough I geve & few, I was not
sble to contime. However, erising cut of the meeting Brocks
sttenced, I =m now #ble tc. give you # complete list. So here
they ere, listed under his verious pen names.
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BLEKELEY GRAY: ¥r. Mcrtimer gets the Jitters. Vultures Ltd.
8 N onquest He s On. aye it t t.
¢ ss Dynemife. (onquggt Herohog Ofe 3°4RS Pon.” Cenausat 1066
henk You, Wr. Conquest. Six Feet of Dynemite. Blonde for

Denger., The G osperedo. Cevelier Conquest. _Aligs Normen
Conquest. leh_.sgph gf I-‘Ege. Killer tmﬁeug. The Epot

Herked X. Duel Murder. The Conguest Touch.

By VICTOR GUNN: TFootsteps of Death. Ironmsides of the Yard.
Tronsices Swmeshes Through. Ironsides Ione Hrmd. Deeth's
Doorwey. Msd-hetter's Rock. Ironsides Sees Red. Nica Dey
for ¢ Murder. The Deal Men Leughs. Ironsides Smells Blcod.
Peath on Shivering Send. Three Detes with Deeth. Ironsides
on the Spot. Roed to Hurder. Deed Man's Werning.

By E. S. BROOEKS: The Cesc of the Lntlered Men., The Grouser
Investigetes.

211 of the sbove sre published by Collins. He rlso wrote
g story under the meme of Robert <. Comrede celled "Desert Gold".
I'm not certein of the publisher. I do know, however, thet
it wes e revised version of & story thet sppeered in the first
¥.S. No's 171-174.

SENIES 2nd New Series

Nos. 74-TT. St.F renks under Cenves. (Note T4. Complete story)
n  78-83. Intro. Vietor Orlendo King of Ceromia.
n  84-B7. Barring-cut isgrinst Prof. Oglehy.

o 88-93. Ferturing the Return of Ezre Quirke.

(Note Fos. 88, 89 complete gtories)

" 94-97. U. S. Llems g8 Remove Crptein.

" 98-101. Christmes et Tregellis Cestle.

w  102-105. Festuring Prof. Zingreve.

n  106-109. The licmovites in Search of Tressurs.

»  110-111. Intro. Tomy Creswell.

w 112-115. Nelson Lee end the Silver Dwerf .
(Note: Reprint of exwell Scott yern)

PIPLES: 0.S. Ko.291. The Schoolboy Builders. 292, The Cineme
Strikers. 293, Sclomon Levi's Triumph. 294, The Ccllege House
liystery. 295, The Schoolboy Lightweight. Egg The Blaokmeiled
Sehoolboy. 297, The Housemrster's Double. 4, The Lure of
the Ring. s The Housemesterts Hate. 300, The of
Rot. 301, The Secret Tribunel. . The School Profes—

299
g oh SRR e

"Hhe EoRne o the Grpitol. 310,The Sign cf tho Fleming Toreh
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LETTER BOX
An 014 Fricnd Prsses
34 ,arsgon Drive, Berkingside,
Denr Mr.Leckenby, Iiford, Essex. 12/11/49.
I kmow thet you hed known my husband over r feirly consider-
eble time rnd would probebly wish me to write to you sbout him.
Joe Beguley died most su'denly =snd unexpectedly on 1llth iugust ot
Blecktown in [ustrelin. It wes ¢ grest shock 2nd blow to me ss
you cen imsgine, e8 we hed only just moved into our property and
I weas left with & young baby. is I hed no reletives or connec-—
tions out in _ustrslis I decided to return home as soon ss ever I
cculd sell the property end settle my effrirs. I arrived beck in
this country by sir om 16th Oct. snd em now hoping to find # home
and .2 teaching job in this district where I heve friends. It
seems such ¢ tregedy thet we ever thought of lesving Englend at
all, but Joe wes so rnxicus to jo to Austrelis end hed planned
everything so csrefully that we did not think we could go wrong.
However, one cennot plen sgeinst o1l oventuslities, it scoms, end
s0, just when he thought he had nchieved what he wented, he wes
struck down, 2nd cied within helf-an-hour from e elot of blood in
the coronary ertery. i
Yours sincerely, VINIFRED BAGULEY.

Frenk Tiicherds Wirites on A Secred Subject

Rtose Lewn,Kingsgate-on-Ses, Kent.

Deer Herbert Leckenby, October 12th, 1949.

Meny thenks for the October C.D. Good for you snd for sll
concerned .

I have just finished "Tom Merry's Berring-Out" for next yesr.
I feel ¢ little shy sbout confessing the work upon which I am now
engaged. I just love it, but am not quite sure thet I shell
definitely go on with it. I think ycu reed sn erticle I wrote
for the Seturdsy Book four or five yeers sgo, in which T mentioned
thet one of my wishes wrs to write o book -n relizion. Wow, ot
last, I em setting my hand to it. It scems to me somstimes thet
such & buok mey do good, in this ege of dreery doubt smd umbelief )
written by ¢ men who hes resched elmost the verge of humen exis—
tence, #nd whose faith cnebles him to look cslmly intc whet is to
come, without & doubt end without = fear. Then sgein I get »
feeling of diffidence, Pnd wonder whether I had better leeve it
elcne. S50 I don't know yet whether I shsall finish the book,
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If I do, it will be e short book, simply written, and published
et o low price, es I should not cere to meake money out of it. If]
it should come to pess, I cemnot help wondering how meny of my
old resders would cere enything for jt—do you think thet many -
or eny - would? It mey seem out of ke with Rom f; gnd
pilly Buntery but 1t g not rgelly 201,18 nave welbion very
differently. Anybow, that 58 whet I em writing et the present
moment, thowgh whether T shall go on with it I don't yet know.

With kind regswds, Alweys youss sincerely,

FRANK RICHIZRDS.

gﬂote: I replied to Frenk Richerds edvis him to go eheed,
TFthere ie not £ greet gulf between £ b.ok on religion end the
gtories he ususlly writes. For he mst hsve a bulky file of
Jetters from men peying sincere testimony to the good influence
those stories hed hed on their lives in their sdolescent deys.
T received the following reply. - H.L.)

Desr Herbert Leckenby,

Thet you sey sbout my little book is very pleasent end
encoureging, end I think I shall go cheed with it. Tha title
I em thinking of st present is "Faith end Hope", which feirly
well describes it. It will be quite ¢ smell ‘book, not over
10,000 words, simply written, end I hope reedeble. It Aoes
seem to me sometimes thet it mey be of use, especielly to young
people who mey be troubled by doubt, which is so eesily cleered
swey in the light of experience end reflection.

With kind regerds, hlweys yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

27 Archdele Road, Ecet Dulwich
Deer Editor, London, S.E.22.

In ¢ letter received recently from Peerd Sutherlend
of Vencouver, I heve been presented with the following quéries
which T em unable tc cmswer. I =m therefore referring them to
the Digest in the hope that either yourself or Tenders can
enswer them through the medium of our megazine. I mey £dd thet
I em just ee interested to know the enswers es is my corresponiert
1. Why wes the river that flows by St.Jims spelt "Byll™ - for the
first dozen or so yesrs znd then chenged permsnently to "Rhyl"?
2, Does the river flow in front of the sch ol or behind it?

3, Is the "Green Man" in Rylcombe Lecne or High Street?
4. Ties the old cestle (in Castle Wvod) neer Weylend or Rylcombe?

LEONARD PACKMAN.
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ALL.

—_— 3o the Léitor of Blakisns Section:- —e

is very short this month es you will observe. But I think you
will egree that the features which replace it are more than wel-
. In my brief chet I must teke this opportunity of wishing
gll Blske fems the very heppiest of timee this Xmes. I cen see
scme of you taking down a Bloke novel from the shelf on Xmes
efterncon. Perheps it will not be possible to 1o so et that
exact time, kmowing femily getherings es I do, but I am sure thet
SOMETIME during the festive seeson you will enjoy ¢ few minutes
with our own fevourite charscter, one of the finest in the world J
T will resume the usuel festures in Janusry, 80, until them, I
will conclude with the age old wish A MERRY CHRISTM.S TO ONE LND

A1l letters, monuscripts etc. to be addresse’

H. M. Bond, 10 Erw "en, Rhiwbine, Cerdiff.

7THE ROUND TABLE

Cheerio for now,
H. M. BOND.

end

peges

compiled by E. M. Bond with the help of severel reeders of
Blekians, including Mr. #. Mortimer end his wife who heve kindly
furnished the intereating deteils of the family 1life of the late
Sexton Bleke writer.

Every Christmas I tell the seme stcry to my reeders in the
of Blekiene, [ow I teke down the Gwyn Zvens Xmes stories

turn

THE MEMORY OF .. BREAT iUTHOR

their pages with renewed interest. One woul?d sey thet
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his Yuletide ysyns should have lost their savour efter being rcad
meny meny times, but no, they ere always fresh and the plots,
slthough being well known still thrill me. But it is not the
theme of the stories that gives the big thrill. It is that
original end unsurpessed description of Xmes st Baker Street that
mskes one feel that Sexton Bleke is just outside the door weiting
to walk in snd join my Christmes fere. I cen sit down in my erm
cheir end live egein the thrilling moments when I first reed thosg
ptoriea. Holly end mistletoe craped ercund the femilier consults
ing room by Tinker. PBlake in his saddlebag cheir by the fire,
smoking thet ege cld brier pipe, thet curved pipe that hes burned
most of the tobacco the detective has smoked while he hes been
wrestling with those tricky problems with which he has been feced
through the lest fifty yeers or so. ‘he door opens and Mrs.
Berdell comes in beering“the Xmes Turkey. Familler heppy faces
git round the room. Desr old Couttsy, that hardened member of
the Yard with whom the detective has faced so meny perils. The
irrepressible "Splesh” Page snd his Editor Julius Jomes. The
breesy imericen sleuth Ruff Henson end thet dry snd humorous
cherscter, Mery Ann Cluppins, thet reletion of Mr.Berdell's who
lends herself to the Yuletide scene edmirsbly. Yes, those wonder-
ful cherscters of Gwyn Evans live egsin every Xmes for .me, rmd I |
sm sure for many of you slso. As I have seid before in these !
peges, Bleke stories were slweys topicel when they were eppeering |
in the old Union Jeck. But never were they more sc then et |
Xmes time. Somehow Gwyn Evens had the kneck of putting the i
Yuletide scene over &s no other suthor I heve ever known, end 8l-
though ¢ lot of the nostelgle I experience every Xmss may be due
to my kmowing ell the cherecters so well I feel that hed those
Xmes stories never been printed Xmes would be 2 less joyful sessox
to me. Is it not strenge thet such stories, sopeering in the
peges of & boy's detective story peper twenty or more yeers £g0
should so influence & men of nearly forty with s family of his
own? Such is the influence of Gwyn Gvens, who wes, undoubtedly,
one of the mesters of the Bleke story. You cen trevel ebroed
with that other mester G. H. Teed, you cen roem the country with
Pedrc et the leash through the medium of illen Bleir and you cen
elmost hear the sound of blows when inthony Skene describes a scrr
wut not one of those suthors, or the meny others that heve con-
tribute?! to the succese of The Men From Bsker Street, cen convey
thet spirit of Xmes such cs did Gwyn Evenms. Lnd the remerkeble
pert of the whole thing is thet the ruthor himself did not live
e very hoppy cr heelthy life, or at lesst that is how it sppears

P

tu me now that I heve come scross some screps of informetion frcm
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various scurces. Of course it is obvious thet Evens had 2 super|
sense of humour. This is menifestly evident in his stories s
& whole, guite epart from the sessonsble humour in his Xmes
stories, but ono cemmot say, sfter heering some of the chapters
of hie life, thot it wes g1l honey, es the saying goes.

Evens wes £ bohemien chercoter. You may heve guessed that
by some of his work, by scme of his descriptions, and by some of
his idess in his yarious yarns. It is known thet he lived in
the Chelser district of London in the esrly thirties end wes often
to be seen in the yerious teverns thet sre placed in thet eres.
Apperently he 2ia nis story writing in spesms. e have elreedy
smiled at 8 few of his tricks with the verious Editors with whom
he worked, but it now trenspires that the men would just dis-
sppeer for a couple of weeks at & time end ultimately turn up -
with # batch of work. Then he would e Been egein sround the
teverns, spending money freely ond enjoying life geily end with—
out restraint. & tell, leen figure, with e pele face thet hed
the marks of cleverness sbout its fertures, one reeder hes stated
thet he slmost looked like Sexton Bleke himself. There is no
doubt 8t 211 that he wes @ mfst populer figure smongst the peopld
of Chelsee, and one oen rlmost imegine him emuleting the actioms
of Sexton Bleke Wy aistributing his money smongst the poorer
people of the district. Mrs. Evens, his wife, wes no less &
popular figure. She wes evidently @ women of extremely small
stature end wes known es "The Bug" for thet reeson. It is seid
that in her young deys she wes £n ertist's model end was muach in
demend, You recall that ususlly Svsos' introduced children into
his Xmss stories, in fact ¢ youngster usually found his wey into
his yerns, But I do not think thet it is generally ¥known thet
he hed & child of his ovm. I em told on good Futhority thet hisg
1ittle deughter wes # very queint little thing. One cPn imaging
the child of such a pair ‘weing so.

Imegine, if you cenm, the scene st one of the Bohemism pertigs
often held in certein prrts of Chelses. Imegine the personality
of Gwyn Evens meldng itseclf epperent et such events. Is it smy
wonder thet the themes of his Bleke stories were bizerre rnd oftem
streined credulity. ere he slive todey I can picturc him =8 ¢
aisciple of Selvedor Deli. I coften wish he were with us still.
Think of the possibilitiesl Tvens, £8 you probebly know Wes vory
femilier with the Middle Eest, Think of how the Tecent cvents
in thet pert of the worlé would hove provided much meterinl for

his wonderful stories.- But sles we shrll never have enother new
Evens story ond so We cen only find solece in those yerns of the




355

pest, end, for oy pert pt leest, they will live forsver es the
greotest sxeuples of their kdnd. Newer »afors, or sinos, hsve we
hed etories sc humsn end eo unususl, And greetest of ell ere thope
unforgetehls Xmes sturdss. Sc rejoicel * Although he has 1sft us
@wyn Evens will etill elweys be with um in spirit. is long se
thoss tettered coples of U.J's contimne to exiet we eball nmevar bp
without that Xmee spirit which is oms of the finest things thst

the Union Jeck @ver geve us., Lomg live the memory of Gwyn Evensl
&nd & Merry Christmss with Splesh Prge, Inspector Coutts, Mery

4rn Cluppine, Mertha Berdell, Tinker end the stermel Bexton Blaks

mumm

T henks to the tirely efforts of Welter Webb we hsve ple¢rure in
glving our readers & few very interesting items thet will sclve &
fow queries which hevs besn outetending for some time. Here, thany

PTE HiOrs
TTEMS FOR _YOUR SEXTON BL4KE SCRAPBOOK

Fy Welter Webb
PBeing keenly interested in suthors end their vsricue peewdio-)
nyms I wea sc intrigued by the posmibility of John Drumsond snd
Jckn Rewton Chsnoe bedng cns enc the ssme writer that I deter—
mined to go nll ocat in fn endeevour to sclve this. problem.

Result - s letter to the Withy Grove Preas whiah published
the Cherry Tres movel "Murder in Oila" and enother to the Amelge-
metsd Preep celling the oditor of the Sexton Blsks Librexy. o
reply from ths former, but, scmewhet murprieingly, & comundge~
tign from Kemaley House, to which my lsiter hed sppersntly been
forwerded, to sy thet they wars checking up on the matter.

Their effurts, howgvezr, heve beem forestelled by ibe Editor
of the Sexton Blske librery, who hea obliged by snswering thé
grert qusstion which has orvpped up in Blekiens .

Yes! John Newton Chrnee end Johs Drummosd are inlesd one
end the same writer. Although the cditor did mot go inte detéilg
thers is satisfection in the kmowledge that the cloud of mystexy
cnce enrcuding Drummend's identity is now finelly dispersed.

In my lstter I klec touched upon ths ectivitiss - =md leak
of tnem - of other writers whoss work I heve followed through
the peges of "Tho Union Jsck" and "Sexton Bleka Iitpery", &lter
referring to the immobility of Gilbert Chester, who has tumad
out only one 3lake stoxy in the lest two yosxs, I inguired into
ths wherezbouts of inthenmy Skene end sgversl othexs, such a8
@zorge E. Rochester, Berry Perowns, Stenion Hope, Ledbroke Bleek
Geltar Edwerds, Donsld Stuert, Allem Bleir end Arthmr §. Herdy.
Llthough in the seply I received, mentign wra not mede of 211
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thoss ounthgEn, 1hers Weee gevarsl painte of dnturost o be A

Tgectet Tnel 6. For sxempley neitker inthony Sken2 noT Georgs T.)

LEo ol ey Fre 1ikody to ba Billed E.gl"..:n 8 'é:xtz‘n Bleke writors,
for thoy mo lenger copesr dn the P, list of contrfbwtors, of
Cheshor: Sdwerds, Perowope, Ytuert, Eluke snd Eerdy There wes ac
senticn, or infermation $0 b 'glesnai, but I ramemder thet in e

reply to 5 letter I wrote during the Wer, the eiitgr st=ted thot
he weg no longer in tcuch with slther Leadbroks Black or Tawy
Lgprles Ercois snd could Dn.Ly cengluse 1nat thay hed retirsd from
the writing profession or wara working i cther fizlds. Evidently
ha bed nov ‘nsexﬂ of Berkeley Orey!

. But of Stenton Hope thegs ip st luest some daflinite azss.
'I.‘h.iﬂ grest treveller who hes kpooked sbeut tho world #s exton-
advuly 68 144 the lsta George Eamiltom Tead, iz Jt-present aeldng
s long tour of Austrsliz, znd if ths time of hie réturn to Znglen
in ot the woment not guits carteip Ly is gretifying, sgwoy, to
know thet yet snother of tie reslly '\fn timors iw giill with ua,
Frper zn&avrlctiqr.s,in partioulee, havs regulted in the Zeperturs
of for tdo mrmy old fevouxites ea it is.

I hed =lwegn ﬂtaf‘!};&‘ ¢ suepiciem thrt Feltsr Tyrer wrots
#bout Blake under o mpdher of psevdomyms, tut from the sditoriel
claedy comes The nsws that thie suther anly uses pen namas fhen
writing for womm'e parmdive-ls. 411 bde Saxton Bloake atories
sppasy urder his owh neod; 5

A pity shgud Anthony Jkene; e wes empne the reslly grest
51-.519. end bie godog looves & gep nlmeatl o6 wide sp thst luft by
the inrosgeredls Jeczge Hemdlton Tee'. 0OF Paei, e edifor reye
whom tritule, beiln th tkwmm kingelf, whoee serviges eni frlend--
ship o woduel so highly, Ml Flas 4o the grend utﬁri.nu ns uaed

o ‘EEB*M lurdng bl writing of ihe ssriesm "Spise Lt thed

Tewd fell sericusly 1llj em illnens from whioh he hevar completely

TwooTITet .. I{..ng yoers ¥ wrenohicl trovble sventarlly tock their
toll, tmé G, B. Togd died jul's before the cutbreek of World Wer I
loeviey the renks of Bla!u suthars sunsidersbly depleted thareby.
To "The Thrillers” went the privilegs of publishing the lost Tusd
wtoxy, "Ths Plunder of Bagte Merie" (ifth Jamsry 24390,

Hut to offeet the.lime of theso memy old fevourites is the
enoGRring feot shet wnder ths gellisd suthorahlp of mon 1ics
Waltexr Tyrer, John Fewbon t:hnub thd Anthouy Farsghs, the
gunliyy af the Blake 0(4% ﬁ lﬂl nesd never $611 beneath
thaid prum high leval. i

3
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