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Dear PFellow Collectors,

. Here is our third Annual; we trust you will consider it
at léast as good as ite predecessors, and a worthy companion
for the Christmas fire-side. Christmas is & time for looking
back; we feel sure it will help you embark on & journey into
yesterday.

Once again we have had the help of & grand little band
of contributors. One of our biggest problems has been to find
room for all the contributions offered. In this we haven't
quite succeeded, even though we have given more pages then
originally intended. We have to smile when we remember that
when we first started the monthly someone thought it might soon
dry up for weant of copy.

A glance at the "Who's Who" will show that many new mem-
bers have joined our circle during the yefr, and some of them
are among the most sctive and enthusiastic.

Readers will find enclosed this year a Voting Paper. When
you have thoroughly digested the contents of this year's effort,
we would like you to complete &nd return this. It will help us
with next year's, which we are alrerdy plenning. You cen
mention articles you don't like if there are any.

Suggestions too, will be welcomed, and get down to writ-
ing for next year's as soon as you like.

In conclusion, the old, old wish, & Happy Christmas, &
Prosperous New Year, and good hunting.

Yours sincerely,

Herbert Leckenby .
H. Meurice Bond.



L e

Foreword .. = o R Lol 3 G -
Contents o0 o o o o o0 o' o o o o o o0 vo o
The Gem Reprints, compiled by ILeonard Packmean, from

Lists supplied by John R. Shaw .. i .. o

Comic Popers in their Heyday .. . by John Medecraft
Castles, Crackers and Christmas Cheer .. J.P.Wood
Authors' Who's Who .. e > -Herbert Leckenby

How My First Collection Started
Cardew of the Fourth. St i
The Education of an Bditor e aba

« Herbert Leckenby
-Roger M. Jenkins
Addington Symonds

These WERE the Bloods .. ..

Imitation Greyfriars and St.Jim's
ﬂnd Gem Libmrieso ° ) ) ° 0

Magnet Masterpieces.. 0 <. ol
How They Arrived .. Fe e s "

.Herbert Leckenby

Stories in Magnet
John R. Shaw

John W, Geal
Robert Blythe

A Pleasent Evening .. .o A o' . P.4, Walker
Collectors' Who's Who Sy &io . Herbert Leckenby
Consulting Room Ch&t. ‘o .o oo «o H.M.Bond
Are you Blake Conscious .. be .o +Rex Dolphin
Looking Back .. > oia X oo Wilfred Darwin
The Great Nyion Mystery .. $is ol +.Rex Dolphin
The Feminine Element. oo oo Milliem Colcombe
Lesser Lighfs o T & .John W.Gocher, Junior
Monograph on Sexton Blake. b 6 .Harry Homer
Angwers to Quiz. o Siv 48 “a -Rex Dolphin

Illustrationg:
Cardew of the Pourth. b
Mat Frightened by a Ghost,

London" .. .. oo
Sexton Blake .. o

+Robert H. Whiter
from "The Wild Boys' of

.Robert H. Whiter .Facing

22 - 15

16 - 19

18y &3
47 . 8l
98 109
112 117

20 - 23
24 - 28

29 - 36
and 39

40"~ 47

48 - 50
51 - 62
63 - 77
78 - 81
82 - 98
99 -104
105-107
108-109
110-112
113-114
115-117
118-121
see

28

43
98

NOTE: Brror in numbering. There are no pages 3] or 38




The Gem. Reprints

Compiled by Teonerd Packman
Thenks to the courtesy of John R.Shaw who kindly loaned his files

(Bditor's Foreword.- The following list, carefully compiled by Leonard
Packmen, should prove of great velue to Gem collectors, especially the
older ones who remember the originel stories. It so often happens thet
they are particulerly desirous of obtaining some favourite story of their
youth, but owing to their scercity ere unable to do so, As & result they
have to fall back on the reprint, if it wes reprinted. The difficulty
hes been tracing it, for as will be seen, in prascticelly every instence
the reprint was given e new title, in many ceses, too, quite different to
the originel. Well, here you have originel end reprint side by side.

Another interesting point about it is this., It is well known that
very few of the "imitetion" stories were reprinted - they didn't deserve
to be. A check with John R. Shaw's will confirm this, and at the seame
time strengthen his cleim that his lists are relisble.)

GEM LIB ‘ SERIES

Original Number end Title Reprint Number and Title
3+ Tom Merry's Schooldsys. ¢ 1221. Tom Merry - New Boy.
7. Our Captein. ' 1222, The Hero of Clevering.
9. Tom Merry on the Warpath. 1223, Tom Merry's Challenge.
11, Tom Merry et St. Jim's, 1224 . Goodbye Clavering - Eullo to

St. Jim's, "

12, The Terrible Three. 1225. Tom Merry Gete Going.
13, Tom Merry's Misteke.. 1226. The Mystery Mester.
14. Thé Master's Secret. 1227, A Gengster at St. Jim's.
16. On the Treil. 1228, The Schoolboy " 'Tecs".
17. High Jinks at St. Jim's. 1229, The St. Jim's Menagerie.
18, Tom Merry's Weshing Day. 1230, Tom Merry & Co. on Strike.
19, Honoure Divided. 1231, Tom Merry, the Boy 'Tec.
20, Tom Merry's Day Out. 1232, The St. Jim's Speed Cops.
21. The Triple Alliance. 1233, St. Jim's on the Stage.
22, The Merry Hobby Club. 1234 . The Grest Stamp Mystery.
23, Tom Merry's Ruse. 1235. Under e Convict's Thumb.
24, Expelled from St. Jim's. 1277
25, Tom Merry's Cemp. 1277; Sacked from St, Jim's,
26. The Smert Set at St. Jim's. 1236, Gay Dogs of St. Jim's.
27. The Return of Monty Lowther. 1237. The Japer of St. Jim's.,
28, Playing the Geme. 1239. The Footbell Fake.
29. Tom Merry in Trouble, 1240. The Schoolboy Smugglers.
30. A Regular Resceal. 1241. Easy Terms for the Seints.
31. The Nine Detectives. 1243. The "Big Nine" at St. Jim's.
32, Head Cook and Bottle Washer, 1244 . Journclists of St. Jim's,
3%, Tom Merry's Weekly. 1245. Tom Merry - Editor.
34, By Order. 1246. Banned by the "Beaks",
35. Spoofed. j 1238. The Gunvowder Plot et St. Jim's.
36, D'Arcy Romence. 1247. Lovelorn Gussy.
37. Tom Merry's Christmes. 1242, St. Jim's for Merry Christmes.
38, A Snesk. 1248. The Sneak of the Shell.
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40. Stony Broke.

42, Figgins' Fig Pudding.
43. Tom Merry's Double,

44. Tom Merry & Co, in Town.
45. FPiggins & Co's Feilurec.
46. Danger Ahead.

47. Tom Merry's Quest.

48, Pets of St. Jim's,

1249. The Mystery of the Hut.

1250, Puddings end Peins st St. Jim's.
1251, Tom Merry the Second. |
1252, St. Jim's on the Spree,

1253, The Nobbling of "Nobbler Jim".
1255. The Treaty of St. Jim's.

1256, The St. Jim's Magicien,

1257, Showmen of St, Jim's,

End of 4d. eeries |

GEM 14, SERIES

Orig.

ntle

Reprint

No. Title

1. The Gathering of the Clans.
2. Miss Priscills's Mission.
"3+ King of the Castle.

4. St. Jim's to the Resoue.
5. D'Arcy the Dude.

6. The Invaders. *

8. The Tell-tele,"

9. The Bogus Detective.

10. Tom Merry's Bazaar.

11. Tom Merry's Struggle.)

12, St. Jim's Leeds. )

13, Skimpole's New Idea.

14. The Pgrliamentery Candidate.g
15. Told on the Telephone,.
17. D'Arcy's Misadventure.
19, The Mysterious Hempor.

20, Blake & Co's Triumph.

21. Skimpole's Fancies.

23, Tom's Terrible Time,

24. Tom Merry in Camp.

25. The Rival Camps.
26, Skimpole's Airship.

27. The Head's Surprise.

28. Tom Merry Afloat,
29, St. Jim's at Sesa,

30. The School on the Steamer.

31. The Wreck of the Floatégﬁbdl"

32, Skimpole's Salvage.

33. The Boy Detectives.

34 . D'Aroy's Secret.

35. The Joker of St, Jim's,
36. D'Arcy Minor.

37. Darrell's Secret,

1254. The Treety of St. Jim's.
1258, Priscills the Pcacemeker.
1259. The Vengeenct of "Nobbler Jim",
1260. Sportemen of St, Jim'e.

- 1261, Gussy Goos Goofy.

1262, Invaders of St. Jim's,

- 1263, Mellish - the Mischief ther.

1264. Just like Gussy.
1265. Salesmen of St. Jim's,

1266. The Kidnepped Cricketers. -
1267. The St. Jim's"Parliement,
1268, Prime Minister of St. Jim's., -

1269. Detective D'Arcy, Dud,

1270. The Night Raiders.

1271, Redskins of St. Jim's.

1272, Cousin Ethel's Champion.
1273. The Mystery of the Missing Heiw,
1274, St. Jim's under Canves.
1275. The Rival Campers,

1276. Skimpole the Inventor,

1278, Tom Merry & Co. on the Spree.
1279. "A11 Aboard the Condox".
1280, The Floating School.

1281. The Ocean Rebels,

11262, The Shipwrecked Sohool.

1283. Skimpole the Dcep-See Diver,
1284, Detectives of St. Jim's,
1285, Cousin TIthel's Birthday.
1286, Tom Merry & Co, at the Zoo.
1287. The Fighting Feg.

1288, The Sixth-Former's Secret.

(4)



38. The Scouts of St. Jim's,
39, The Fifth at St. Jim's.

40. The Disappearance of Wally.
41, The Ghost of St. Jim's,

42, Fatty No, 2.

43. The Schoolboy Jockey.

44. Tom Merry & Co. &t the Fair.

45. The Plot Ageinst the Heed.
46. Tom Merry's Voyage.

47. Ton Merry in New York.
48. Tom lMerry in Chicego.

49. Tom Merry in the Rockies.
50. Tom Merry & Co. Out West.
51. The Regging of Buck Finn,
52. A Lad of the League.

53. D'Arcy Minor's Chum.

54. The Son of a Sailor.

56. The Cod of St. Jim's, .
58. Skimpole's Scholarship.
60. Tom Merzy in Liverpool.
61. Smuggled. to School.

64. The St. Jim's Inventor.
66, The Hypnotist of St. Jim's.
67. Tom Merry's Week-end.

69. A Son of the Empire.

70, Ton Merry's Sub-Editor.
71. Sent to Coveniry.

72. Tom Merry's Triumph.

73. Played Out.

75. Gussy's Guest.

76. Skimpole's Discovery.

79. Jack Blake's Plot.

80. The St. Jim's Inventors.
82, Tom Merry's Truat.

83. The School-House Secret,
84. Sacked.

85, The Haunted Tower.

86. lMiss Priscilla's Peril.
87. The Terrible Three's Test.
88. The D'Arcy Cup.

89. Tom Merry's Tripn. ;
91. Tom Merry & Co. Abroad.
92, Tom Merry in Paris.

93, The Terrible Three's Christmes
Party.

96. The Circus at St. Jim's.
97. Jack Blake's Little Dodge.
102, The St. Jim's Footballers.
103. Skimpole the Third.
104. Tom Merry's Trial.

1289.
1290.
.1291.
1296.
1292.
1293,
1294.
1295,
1297.
1298.
1299,
1300.
1301.
1302.
1303.
1304.
1305.
1354.
1306.
1307.
1308.
1309.
1310.
1311,
1312.
1313,
1314.
1315.
1316.
1317.
1318.
1319.
1320.
1321,
1322.
1323,
1324.
1325.
1326.
1327,
1328,
1554.
1555.
1556 .

1330.
1331,
1340.
1529.

1332,

Boy Scouts of St. Jim's.
The Guys of St. Jim's,
Weally the Runaweay .
The Ghost of St. Jim's,
Fatty Wynn's Prize Porker.
The Schoolboy Jockey.
Tom Merry & Co. at the Feir,
The Rivel Scouts.
America Bound,
Tom Merry & Co. in New York.
Gussy '"Discovers" America.
Tom Merry & Co. Out West,
Gussy the Bronco Buster.
The Cowboy of St. Jim's.
The Mystery Footbeller.
Hero and Ced.
The Cell of: the See.
The Worgt Boy et St. Jim's. .
The Swot of St. Jim's. vl
Tom Merxy & Co. in Liverpool.
Smuggled to School,
The Schoolboy Inventor. -
The Taming of the Tyrent.
The Mystery of' Eastwood Houae.
The Coming of Kengeroo. -
Well Hit, Walleby.
Chums on the Road.
The Rival Schools.
St. Jim's for Ever.
Bunter at St. Jim's. y
Skimpole's Will-Power Wont.,
The Jape of the Term. .
The Robot of Stw Jim's,
The Treasure of Rylcombe Woods.
Billy Binks ''Burglar". ;
Barred by his Chums,
The Secret of the Tower.
Ructions at St. Jim's.
Miss Priscille's Bodyguard.
The D'Arcy Cups
The Boy with Too Many Friends.
Tom Merry's Holidey Party.
Gussy in Gay Paree.
The Ghost of the Ruined
~ Chatesu.

Chums of the Circus.
Gussy's Ster Turn.

D'Arcy's Dud Eleven.,
Skimpole's Three.,
Under Suspicion.
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106.
107.
110.
111,
112,
115.
116 .
119 .
121.
125.
126.
127.
128,
134,
137.
138,
139.
140,
1 141,
I 142.
| 144,
148,
149.
150.
151,
152,
153.
154.
155,
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162,
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172,
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178,

Honour Bright,

The Swell of the Circus.
The St. Jim's Surprise.
Tom Merxy's Carnivel.

Tom Merxy et Monte Cearlo.
Glyn's Great Wheesze.
Reiding the Reiders.

The Leader of the New House.
Well Pleayed.

The Jepe Against St, Jim's.
The Mystery of the Moat House.
D'Arcy's Bank-Book,

The St. Jim's Regetta.
Lumley-Lumley's Luck.
Iumley-Lumley's Rival.
Lumley-Lumley, Hero.

The Mystery of the Mill.
The Rugger Fourth.,

A Shadow in the School.

The New Boy's Seoret.
D'Arcy's Diseppointment.
Binks the Millioneire.

The Fatal Telegram.

Tom Merry's Fix.

The Seerch for Tom Merry.

Tom Mérry's Resolve.

Tom Merry Ageinst St. Jim's.
Mr, Merry.

Tom Merry's Return to St.Jim's,
No Class, . | ,
Fatty Wynn's New Wheeze.
Lumley-Lumley's Return.

Tom Merry v, Jack Bleke,
The Faithful Fegs.

By Request of the Heed,

The Runewey. .

Joe's Chempion.

The Weif of St. Jim's,

The Rival Schools,

Saints v Grammeriens,

The Schoolmester's Rescue.
For the Heed's Seke.,

The School Without Masters
Burnt Out.

The Mysterious Document.
Tom Merry's Treessure Islend.
The Schoolboy Castaweys.
Coronation Dey at St. Jim's.
The Fighting Schoolmaster.
The Stowewgy of St. Jim's.

1333.
1334.
1355 .
1336.
1337.
1338,
1355.
1339.
1379.
1377,
1341,
1342,
1378.
1369.
1370.
1372,
1373.
1353,
1385.
1386,
1343.
1344.
1345,
1346.

1347,

1348.
1349.
1350.
1351,
1352,
1356.
1392.
1393.
1394.
1395.
1361,
1357.
1358.
1359.
1360.
1362.
1380.
1381.
1363.
1364.
1365.
1366.
1321,
1382,
1383.

Gussy's Secrifice.

The Circus Schoolboy.

The Mystery Schoolboy.

Tom Merxy & Co. Go Gay.

The Bleck Domino,

The Four-Footed Phentom,
Falsely Accused.

Fooled by Figgins,

Welly's Wily Wheeaze.

The Mechenicel Man,

The Prisoner of the Moet House,
Rolling in Money.

Tom Merxry & Co's Regatte.

A Disgrece to St. Jim's.

The St, Jim's Jockeys.
Outeider end Hero,

The Mystery of the Mill,

St. Jim's in the Scrum,

A Shedow over St, Jim's.

The Boy Who Ceme Back.
Gussy's Latest Love iffair.
The Millioneire Boot~boy.

Up Agoinst It.

Rellying Round Tom Merry. o
Down on his Luck,

Gussy the Ghost.

The Rembler's Recruit.
The Fags Form-master,
The Boy from the Underworld.
Not Wanted et St. Jim's,
Fotty Wynn's Thin Time,
The Outsider's Return.
When Friends Fall Out.
The Schemer of the School.
Iumley's Last Chence.

The Boy Who Ren Awey.

The Fag's Secret.

The Cracksmen's Dupe.
Rival Reggers.

What Price Victory.

The Outsider.

The Merooned School.

St. Jim's Without Mesters.

The Fire Reiser.

The Menace of the Dwerf.
Hidden Gold.

The St. Jim's Casteways.
Jubilee Doy et St. Jim's,
The Fighting Form-master.
The Secret of Study Six.
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179.
180.
181,
185.
186.
187.
188.
189,
190.
191.
192 .
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
203.

204.
206.
207.

208.
211.
212,

213,
214 .
215,
216.
218.
219.
220.
221.
222,
224.
225.
227,
228,
229.
230.
231,
232,
233,
235.
237.
238,
239.
240,
241.
242,

The Boy from Nowhere.
Under False Colours.
The Secret of the Ses. 2
The Black House on the Moor,
The Rally of the Rival Co's,
Bound by Honour.
The Gypsy Schoolboy.
The Dormitory Secret.
Under Sealed Orders.
The Schoolboy Explorers,
Tom Merry's Slave.
A False Chum,
D'Arcy's Double.
When & Boy's Down.
The Ghost of St. Jim's.
For his School's Sake,
Held to Ransom,
Disowned by his Brother.
Ceptein D'Arcy..
The Lanceshire Led's Invention.
Their Dishonourable Chum.
The Terrible Three's Recruit.
The New Firm st St. Jim's.
The Great Barring-Out at

St. Jin's,
Figgins & Co.'s New Mester.
The Hero of St. Jim's. ;
A Disgrece to the School.
Gussy's April Fools.
In Honour Bound.
Tom Merry's Peril,
Towsexr Minor.
The Shedow of Sheme.
The Schoolboy Mutineers.
Gussy's Cenadian Cousin,
For the Sake of the Side.
The New House Rivgls.
Shunned by his Fether.
Facing the Music.
The Whip Hand.
An Affeir of Dishonour.
The Limit.
Tom Merry's Legion of Honour.
Tom Merry's Concert Party.
Stege--Struck.
Bought Honours.
The Spy of ‘Yhe School.
Rough on Ratcliff.
The Séntence of the House.
The Prefect's Plot.

1384.

1387.

1389.
1388.
1479.
1390.
1391,
1396.
1397.
1398.
1399.
1401.
1402.
1403.
1400.
1404,
1464 .

- 1414.

1410.
- 1409.
1412,
1411.
1405.

1406.
1407.
1408,
1415.
1420.
1416.
1430.
1417.
1418,
1419.
1422,
1423.
1424
1425.
1426.
1427,

- 1428,

1429.
1431.

1432,

1433.

1434 .
1435.
1446.
1443,

The Boy from Nowhere.

Under False Colours.

The Mystery of the Sea.

The House of Fear,

The Laugh's on the First Elcven,
The Bully Who Wouldn't Fight,.
The Gypsy Schoolboy.

The Mystery of the Voults.
Under Sealed Orders. ,

The St Jim's Eiplmrso

Tom Merry's Cannibal.

The Outsider's Tnemy.

D'Arcy's Doublg.

Figgy's Darkest Hour.

The Spectre of St, Jim's,

He Didn't Play thé Game,’

The Kidnapped Headmaster.

His Conviet Brother.

Captaiﬂ Gueyo < (4 :
Glyn's Line-Triter.
His Honour at Stake.
The Schoolboy Hypnotist.
The New Firm‘df[St. Jim's;

4

Figgins Holds the Fort. o

From Footlights to Sehoolmaater."

True Blie.

The Paithful Feg.

Gussy's Greet Idee.

Redfern's Record Reg. .

The Menace of the Red Triengle,

Towser's Twin,

The Outcest of St, Jim's.

Berred by the School.

Gussy's Cenedian Cousin,

For the Seke of his Side.

The New House Rivals,

From Fourth-Former t0 Grocery Boy
Playing the Game,

The Schemer of St. Jim's,

An Affair of Honour,

Miss Ponsonby's Pets.

A Demsel in Distress.

Tom Merry's lMclody Mekers.

The Stage-Struck Schoolboy.

The Chest,

The Skxth-Former's Seoret.

Regging Mr. Retcliff.

The Boy who Defied his Form,

The Plot Against Tom Merry.

(7)



243. The Wirong Team., 1445. The Wrong Team.
244. The Flooded School. 1400. Weshed Out.
245. The Schoolboy Scouts. 1436. Chums on Patrol.
246. One Ageinst the School. 1437. The Outsider's Darkest Hour.
247. Baffled. 1438, The Mystery Men of St. Jim's,
248, Cought Red-Handed. 1439. Mr., "X" Unmesked.
249. Herd Times. 1447. D'Arcy the 'Tec.
250, Nobody's Study. 1452. The Mystery of Nobody's Study.
251. Grimes of the Fourth. 1441. Grimes Gets Going.
252. One of the Best. 1442. One o' the Best.
253, The Ceptein's Rivel, 1444 . The Ceptein's Rivel.
255. The Rival Housemesters. 1453. The Housemester's Secret.
256. The New Boy's Secret. 1448. The New Boy's Secret.
258. Tom Merry's Promise. 1449. Under Suspicion.
262. The Mesked Tnterteiners. 1450. The Masked Trio. i
263. At Gripe with the Grammeriens. 1451, St. Jim's on the Warpsth.
265. Ashamed of his Neme. 1455. The Boy with Big Idees.
266. The Last Hope. 1454. Tom Merry's Last Hope.
267. Shoulder to Shoulder. 1461. They Faced Dishonour.
268, Hidden Treesure et St.Jim's. 1466. Rivels on the Treasure Trail,
269, D'Arcy's Dbdge. . 1456. The Runaway.
270. The Schoolboy- Firafightars. 1457, FireFighters of St. Jim's.
272, Under e Clofild. - 1483, The Mystery of Tom Merry.
275. Tom Merry's Discovery. = = . 1469. Clue to £ Fortune.
276. The St, Jim's Adventurers. ~ 14T70. The Treasure of the Senta Maria.
277. The Strike at St. Jim's. 1486. St. Jim's on Strike.
278, The Schemer. ° 1465. St. Jim's iMischief-Maker No.l. ,
280, The Scamps of the School. 1458. Getting Even with Ratty. :
282, The Rascal of St. Jim's. 1477. For the Honour of St. Jim's.
283. Toggle's Benefit. 1468, Figgy's Grend Circus.
284, Schoolboy and Gentlemen Boxer., 1471. Tom lMerry's Big Fight.
285, Misunderstood. 1478, They Colled him & Cowexrd.
286, Friends Divided. 1472, Ginger for Pluck.
2870 Playing to Win. 14870 The Treitox.
289. Wally on the Warpeth., 1473. Wally on the Wexrpath.
290. The Message of Mystery. 1476. The Sign of Three.
291w The Black Sheep. 1488, The Black Sheep's Dupe.
292, Fetty Wynn's Hunger-Strike. 1474. Fatty Wynn's Hunger-Strike.
294. Gussy's Guest. 1475. The Boy who knew BEverything.
295. At the Eleventh Hour. 1467. Tom Merry's Great Jape.
296. Tom Merry Minor. 1539. Tom Merry Minor.
297. A Disgrece to his House. 1463. The Boy from the Rest.
298, Straight as e Die. 1494. The Drudge at St. Jim's.
299. By Whose Hand. 1499. Gore's Guilty Seoret.
300. The Drudge's Chence. 1495. Lymn's Luck.
301. £100 Rewerd. 1462. The Convict Hunters.
: {1504. The Ifystery of Eestwood ‘House.
302. The Mystery of the Pelnfed ' (#3505, Tho Hidden Hend.
303. The Schoolboy Raiders. 1497. The Schoolboy Reiders,
304. The Cockney Schoolboy. 1459. A Cockney at St. Jim's.
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305, Parted Chums.

306. The Ghost Hunters.

307. Ceught Nepping.

308. Not Wented.

309. D'Arcy's Delusion.

311. Berning his Living.

312, Making Things Hum.

313, Rellying Round Figgins.
315. Led Astrey.

316. A Birthdey Celebration.
317. The New Captein.

318. Ceptein Tom Merry.

319. The Housemaster's Peril.
320, Under his Thumb,

321, Desperate Meesures.

322, Trouble for Tom,

323. A Dangerous Double.

324. A Change of Identity.
325. Brought to Book,

326, The Shenghaied Schoolboys.
327. Tried end True.

328, D'Arcy the Ventriloquest.
3300 The River Petmlo

3¥1. Algy of St. Jim's.

332, Playing o Part.

334, .The Toff!

335, Hero and Roscel.

336, The Hidden Hemd,

337. The Parting of ‘the Ways.
338, Monty Lowther's Misteke.
339, The Outsider's Choice.
340. Gussy's House-Party.

341. Held by the Enemy.

342, The St. Jim's Caravanners.
343, The Housemester's Bodyguerd.
345. The Fighting Prefect.
346. The Secret Committee.
351, The King's Pardon.

352, Working his Wey.

353, Seving Talbot.

354. Tom Merry's Wer Fund.
355. Coeptured by Cipher.

356. Keeping it Dark.

358, Talbot's Triumph.

361, The Cell of the Pest.
362, Cast out from the School.
363, Loyal to the Lest.

369. Looking efter Mossoo.
371, Master Merie.

#72. Levison's Double.

1460.
1506 .
1498.
1507.
1508.
1510.
1496.

1509.

1511.
1493.
1500.
1501.
1512.
1502.
1503.
1481.
1524.
1525.
1526,

1485,

1527.

1484.
1482,
1480,
1523.
1489.
1490.
1491,
1492.
1534.
1535.
1536.
1537.
1538.
1522,
1513.
1514,
1515.
1516.
1517.
1520,
1518,
1519.
1521.
1548,
1549 .
1550.
1551,
1552.
1528.

TheCockney Turns up Trumps,
The Ghost of St. Jim's.

The Last Leugh.

The Funk of the Fourth.
Gussy's Latest Love Affair,
Gussy Goes to Work.

Micky Mekes Things Hum.

The Swot.

Looking efter Lowther.

Jolly Jinks at St, Jim's,
Tom Merry's Triumph.

Coptein Tom Merry.

The Housemester's Peril.,

A Bully et the Helm.
Skipper end Schemer.

Tom Merry's Bodyguerd.

Tom Merry's Double.

Tom Merry Kidnapped.”

He Wanted to be. Expelled.
The Shenghaied SohooIboys
Heir to Millioms. :
Guesy the Ventriloguist.
The Curlew Petrol Wins Through. -
Green as Gresss 4 '
The Lure of the Footlighta.
The Coming of the Toff',

The Schoolboy Cracksmen.
The Toff's Enemy.

The Toff at the Cross<roads.
Lowther Brings' the House Down, -
The Boy Who Knew too Much.
Gussy's Unwelcome Guest.
The Stolen Study.

Rivel Caravenners.

The Housemester's Bodyguard.
The Fighting Prefect.

The Secret Society of St. Jim's.
The Return of' the Toff.
The Toff's Chence.

A Shadow of the Past. -

The St. Jim's Charity Fund.
The Secret of the Cipher.,
Stending by their Skipper.
The Toff's Triumph.

The Toff's Derk Hour.

‘The Boy they Betrayed.

Standing by the Toff.

The Mystery of Mossoo.

The Worst Form at St. Jim's.
The Mystery of Levison.
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376,
377.
378.
379.
380.
381,
368
383,
390.
391.
394.
401,
402.
4040
405.
406.
409.
412.
413.
414.
415.
417.
419.
421.
422.
426.
431.
432,
435.
436.
437.
440,
441.
443 .
446.
449 .
450.
451.
453.
454 .
455 .
456,
460.
462.
464.
465.
466.
472,
475.
476.
477.

The Peth of Dishonour.
For Another's Seke.
The Hero of the Hour.
Grundy of the Shell.
Kildere for St. Jim's.
A Son of Scotlend.

A Hero of Wales.

Tom Merry for England.
The Rival Weekly.

A Ceptured Chum,

The Jew of St., Jim's.
Grundy's Great Game.
Well Played Julien.
Gussy and the Girl.
Skimpole's Windfall.
The Last Hope.
Redfern's Berring-Out.
D'Arcy's Daring.
Grundy the Hypnotist.
The Bounder of St. Jim's,
Barred by the Study.
Trouble for Trimble.
The Study Wreckers.
Menners Minor.

The Right Stuff.
D'Arcy's Debt.

Grundy the Ventriloquist.
In Spite of All.
Skimpole the Sportsman,
Under Gusey's Protection.
A Strange Secret.
Moneybegs Minor.

Too Clever by Helf.,
Grundy the Detective.
Kildere's Enemy.
Friends or Foes?
Levison on the Warpeth,
Levison Minor.

By Cousin Ethel's Wish,
On His Honour.

A Surprise for St. Jim's.
D'Arcy in Disgrace.
Herries' Orchestra,
Levison Minor's Luck.
For his Brother's Sake.
Grundy's Guilt.

The Wisdom of Gussy.
Hard ILines for Levison.
Cardew of the Fourth.
A Puzzle for St. Jim's.
Fecing the Music,

1568,
1569.
1533.
1529,
1531.
1530.
1532,
1540.
1541.
1542.
1543.
1544.
1553.
1545.
1546.
1549.
1562,
1557 .

The Thief.

Talbot Takes the Blame,
The Circus Schoolboy.

The Tough Guy of the Shell.
He Wouldn't Sell His Side.
A Son of Scotland.

The Way of a Welshmen.

The Bulldog Breed.

Editor Grundy.

The Boy Who Spoofed St. Jim's,
The Jew of St. Jim's,

The Fool of the School.
The Silent Witness.

Gussy in Love Again.
Skimpole the Benevolent.
Skimpole Scrape.

The New House Riot.

Gussy seys '"No"!

Grundy the Hypnotist.

1558. Trimble the Twister.

1559.
1560.
1561.
1563.
1564.
1565.
1581.
1582,
1578.
1579.
1580.
1570.
1575.
1571.
1572,
1584.
1575 .
1597.
1577.
1583.
1598.
1574.
1576.
1599.
1600.
1601.
1602,
1603.
1604 .
1605.
1606.

Trimble Tries it On.

Tom Merry Expelled.

The Wreckers,

The Ragging of Reggile.
Menners Minor Makes Good.
Big Business Gussy.

Grundy the Ventriloguist.

His Bleck Sheep Brother. !
Skimpole the Sportsmen.,

The Funk of the Fourth.

The Boy who Betrayed Himself.
Moneybegs Minor.

The Price of Silence.

He Thought he was & 'Tec.
The Boy from South Africe.
Betrayed by his Cousin,
Levison's Revenge.

Levison Minor.

Tom Merry & Co's Dog Show.
Forbidden to Fight.

The Rylcombe Recruit.

They Thought he was a Rotter.
The Schoolboy Band-Conductor.
The Toff's Enemy.

To Save his Brother.
Sherlock Grundy:'Esq.

A Lesson for Levison.

The Boy with 2 Bad Nome,

4 Cool Customer.

Cardew Makes Amends.

Tom Merry's Sccret Enemy.
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479, Breakers of Bounds. 1607. Out of Bounds.

480, The Chums of Number Nine, 1609. The Mystery of Cordew.

484, Looking for Trouble. 1610. Coerdew Comes a Cropper.

499. Welker! 1613, The St. Jim's Surprise Pecket,
504. Clampe's Cousin, 1614. A Snob's Lesson.

512. The Schemer of the Shell. 1611. Racke's Vengeence.

%13. Tom llerry's Breg. 71612, Tom Merry's Boost.

518. Manners' Vendetta.. 1615. The Boy from New Zealend,
§21, Foes of the School House. 1616. Menners' Feud.

522, From Foe to Friend. 1617. From Foe to Friend.

544 . The Plunger. 1618. Gussy's Big Gemble.

546. The Triumph of Tompkins. 1619. They Called him a Duffer.
562. Celled to Order. 1620, Cardew Cuts Loose.

565. The Misdeeds 6f Mulveny Minor. 1621. The Misdeceds of lficky.

595. The Schoolboy Caravenners. 1588. Where's our Caraven Rested?
596. Rivels of the Road. 1589. Seven in the Soup. "

597. The King's Highway. 1590, The Rebel Carevenner.

599. Triumble on the Track. 1591. The Uninvited Caravenner.
600. Foes of the Fifth. 1592, Ructions on the Road.

601. Looking After Gussy. 1593, Looking Aftér Gussy.

602. Cherley and the Cersvenners. 1594. Charley's (}hampion.

603. Stronded! 1595. Stranded.

605. Ructions on the Roed. 1596. Rivels of the Ro&d. ; ;
607. The Fag's Honour, 1622, The Schemer ‘of the Sixth.
626. Glyn's Great Stunt. 1623. Glyn's Hair-Reising Invention.
668. The St. Jim's Hunger-striker. 1624. The St. Jim's Hunger-striker.
955. The lfystery Cricketer. 1585. The Mystery Cricket Coach.
959. Chums under Ceonves. 1586. St. Jim's under Canvas.

960. Honours Even! 1587. Rivel Cempers.

980. Trimble Tries it on. 1566. The Artful Dodger.

A MYSTERY

As all Sexton Blake lovers know, Robert Murray wrote
the famous Confederation stories, which ran for years in_ .
the Union Jack. But did he write the last one - "The Great
Round-up"? Those familiar with his style would be prepared
to gamble he didn't. It is entirely different to all the
others. Moreover, Inspector Coutts, who hitherto had worked
gide by side with Blake and Tinker and shared all their
perils, was never mentioned in thet story throughout. Could
anyone imagine Murreay deprive him of being in at the deeth?

If for some reason it was necessary to give the job
of finishing the Confereration off to someone, why did that

substitute commit such a shocking injustice and why did the
editor allow it?

*¥¥
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Comic Papers in rheir 'Hugba‘\(

by John Medcraft

If I could use the Time Mechine of H. G. Wells end adventure back into
the pest in seerch of lost youth I should choose the period of my early
boyhood in the heydey of the comic psper.  Although nearly half & century
has passed since I first met Weary Willie end Tired Tim in the pink pages
of "Illustrated Chipe", yet the cherm of these old papers has never left
me, Nor am I elone in this sentiment, for many men who feel no urge to
possess or collect other boyhood books have succumbed to the nostalgic
longing for & glimpse of their earliest love, the comic papers. Alas,
this desire is rarely gratified, for of all our boyhood favourites the
comic peper has fared the worst in the merch of time.-

Between 1895 end 1914 meny of these papers were launched by Harmsworths)
Pearsons, Trepps Holmes, Henderson end minor publishers, some fell by the
weyside but the mejority were successful end beceme estsblished fevourites.
"The Big Budget" under the regime of Arthur Broocke wes one of the very best,
a comic paper end boys' journel combined. How we enjoyed the weckly entics
of Airy L1f and Bouncing Billy on the front page with Heppy Ike and Gloomy
Gus leeding o host of other comic charecters inside before turning to the
meny fine seriels for which the "Big Budget" wes femous. ' There wes
"The Seven Stars' end other stories of Kenyon Ford by Mexwell Scotts
"Galbreith of St. Anselms", one of the meny by Henry Fermer; "Through
Treitor's Gete" &nd "Dion the Cherioteer" by populer Henry T, Johnsonj
"Peril Islend" ‘snd othess by Sidney Drew, while Herbert Mexwell, Stecey
Bleke, Claude HeAthsote énd Regineld Wrey edded further lustre to o grand
boys' peper. S’

Another greet fevourite, "The Jester", commenced its best end longest
series in'1901 and wee o formideble rivel of the "Big Budget" which it
closely resembled in formet. Of the comic characters, Happy Ike end the
Bunsey Boysj; Chokee Bill end the Aree Snecoker and the rivaelry of Cholly
end Gewge linger longest in my memory. Amongst meny fine serisls I
recall "Strongbold the Gladietor" end "The King's Highwey'" by Henry St.Johng
"Twice Round the Gloke" end meny more by Sidney Drews "Sawdust end Spangleah
by Clevde Heathcote and "Sexton Blake; ‘or, the Clique of Deeth" by
Mexwell Scott.. It is o curiosity that so mary euthors wrote for two rivel
papers. ‘

"Chips", with the immortel psir Weery Willie end Tired Tim disporting
themselves on the front psgc snd the entios of the Cesey Court. boys on the
back, was & universel favourite, Foremost amongst the many gripping
serials was "The.House on the Hoath" by Hubert Trelewncy, an enginecr turned
suthor. This fentastic story of the deadly rivelry of two super scientiste
in quest of the elixir of life I hove rereed meny times with considersble
enjoyment but, eles, never hove I succeeded in recapturing the swesome
thrill thet held me rigid over the weekly instelments in the fer off deys
of my Woyhood, Trelawney wrote severel mors storics of this type for
"Chips", two I remember vividly were "The Men Without 2 Soul" snd "The Desth
Stone". Later he wrote "The Cruise of the Octopus" in which two rival
inventors chesc eech other eround the globe in submerines equipped with o1l
known end mony unknown ond highly improbeble scientific devices. Then
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followed by en snonymous writer, "Beyond the Golden Mist" & reelly fine
story of the discovery of part of lost Atlentis in the centre of the
Sargesso Sea. Yes, "Chips" was a first class paper.

"Comic Cute", the first of the Harmosworth comic papers, wes similar
to "Chips" in format snd contents. The comic cherscters were less
settled although none the less enjoysble and I recell Heppy Harry emnd
Lucky Lucesjy Crusoe end Co., and the Malberry Flets while Chokee Bill end
his friend elso appeered for e spell. . One serisl that impressed itself
on my memory wes "The House of the Blue Fleme" by Hubert Trelewney in his
fevourite scientific vein. Both "Comic Cuts" and "Chips" contained meny
seriels of the melodrematic typs, ot rendom I recell "The House with the
Red Blinds", "The Fatel Seven", "The City of Millions", "The Bleck River",
"Modem Bluebeerd", "While London Sleeps", "The Vanishing Mem" end "999".
Stenhope Sprigg wrote several but the mejority were enonymous. ill were
good reoding and eround 1910 Hermsworths sterted to reissue them in com-
plete form a8 “"The London Library', but the project petered out end only
a few numbers were issued.

"The Comic Home Journsl", enother old favourite, wes sterted =s &
compenion peper to "Chips" which it closely resembled, After e long run
under this title it wes renamed "The Butterfly" .2t the commencement of a
new series in 1905 and continued in populerity for meny more years. ‘
"The Butterfly's" chief funmekers were Jeck Robinson and his pint sized
sybmarine, two comic pirestes end verious dsmsels more or less in distress.
Nmongst the seriels "The House on the Heath" reeppeared with undiminished -
popularity end I have joyful memories of "Three Lads in o Motor Boet", e
boisterously funny scrizl by & youthful writer probebly inepired by |
Jerome K. Jerome's famous story. The only school story I cen recall wes
"The Boys of the Dendy Fifth".

The publishing firm of Trepps, Holmes end Co., were also ectively
producing comic papers of which "Lerks", "Funny Cuts" ond the "World's
Comic" were the most successful end enjoyed long runs, slthough not
approeching the stenderd of Hermsworth end Peerson. = In 1898 they broke
fresh ground with the publication of the "Coloured Comic" to which their
rivels had no reedy emnswer, but when "Puck" wsas launched by Hermsworth in-
1904 the answer wes in overy wey complete end setisfying. - Printed in
several colours on the front pege ond two colours elsewhere, "Puck" wes
grand velue for e pemny even in those envieble days when & lot could be
bought for e few pence. On the front page the Casey Court boys had pride
of place while inside were recorded the deeds of the notorious Billy Smiff
end his band of juvenile piretes, the scourge of the Wendle end terror of
the locel shopkeepers. On the beck page throughout the entire run of the
poper, the indefetigeble Professor Radium strove for the benefit of humenity
with numerous weird end wonderful inventions which invariably feiled et o
criticel stege with disestrous results snd peinful consequencee for the
professor end others in the vicinity. The attrective format end wealth
of comic cheracters rather overshedowed the stories in "Puck" but they
were well up to stenderd end included "Crusoe Island", "The Sign of the
Crimson Cross", "The Secret Submerine" (the "Cruise of the Octopus"
reprinted), "Three Chums in & Car" illustreted by Chepmen, together with
footbell end cricket reminiscences ?f f)amous players.
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The four Henderson comic pepers were good end if "Screps" wes & trifle
more adult than the others thet wes no detriment. ‘'"Nuggets" had a comic
section throughout ite 15 yeers' life, but only with the finel series was
the size end formet of en orthodox comic paper .edopted. In this form it
had 2 short run but its coloured successor, "Lot-o-fun" was the best of the

" bunch and lastefd to the end of the Henderson regime. "lLot-o~-fun's" chicf

end only outstanding comic cherecter was thet loveble vegrant, Dreamy
Deniel, drewn by George Davey end feetured throughout the entire run of
the peper.  In my opinion, Dreamy Deniel wes one of the three best comic
creations in this type of literature, for there is pathoe end sentiment
mingling with humour in his meny ludicrous edventures. For brosd humour
only I rete Weary Willie snd Tired Tim end Professor Redium the equel of
Dreamy Deniel. The "Lot-o-fun'" seriels were first cless with our late
good friend, R. A, H. Goodyear to the fore with "The Mystery et Mount:
Oliver", "The Boys of Feathernest" and "Roy Maitlend's Schooldeys", the
latter one of the voery best. Derwent Miell, enother grand school story
writer who geve up suthorship ell too soem,contributed "The School Vendette")
"The Schoolboy Detectives" and "The Pirete Motor Boet". "Lot-o~fun alweys
had e school serial running snd others I recell ere "Lelehem's Feud", &
story founded on fact, end "Out of Bounds" by Horece Phillips., In addition,
severel of Colonel Prentiss Ingrahem's "Buffelo Bill" stories were re-
printed. A grend peper, particulerly in the esrly stages. '"Comic Life"
which sterted in 1898 wes first printed on pink paper but later edopted

the wright colours of "Lot-o-fun" which it resembled in format and contents,
In eddition to ite quota of school end other stories several of the

A. R. Phillips' historicel romences were reprinted from "Young Folks",
One of the first serisle and the one I remember best was "The Walthem
Wobblers" by R. Andom (A. W, Berrett'), & reelly funny story of the mis-
sdventures of & boys' cycling club. '

f

. "Chuckles" which commenéed in Jenuery 1914, moy be considered the last
of .the older type of comic peopers end should be of special interest to the
Hamilton clan on eccount of the Greyfriers end Courtfield School series by
Frank Richerds which ren during the first yeer. Included were stories of
Teddy Bexter by Prosper Howerd end Ferresrs Locke together with reprints of
femous old time serials, "Guy Prescott's Trust" by Craven Gower end "The
Secret of the Themes" by John Tregellis. On the front page the work ¢f an
old "Puck" artist cem be recognised in the amusing exploitse of ‘Breeczy Ben
end Dismel Dutchie. "Chuckles" sterted st an unfortunaste time, otherwise
it would heve hed 2 much longer run,

As I write meny hslf forgotten comic cherecters crowd my memorys; the
Highlanders of the Braeside; John Jemes Jimson, en interfering know-2ll
who persisted in edvising others with disastrous results (I fancy this
charscter wes drewn from life); & burlesque on Ancient Egypt with Tetcho
the Seer falling foul of King Redishes weekly eond epparently spending the
intervening deys enjoylng the emenities of the Torture Chember; the
exquisite and unfortunste politeness of Gaston and Llphonsej Mr.Hubbubsej
the Newleyweds of "Puck"; I could go on #nd on but time end spece forWids.

The joyous double numbers were frequent in the helcyon days before
1914 with ell seesons and holidays duly commemorated while birthdey and

(14)




New Yeer numbers were not overlooked. A4 few papers went even further end
included outstanding evente such as the Versity Boat Rece, the "Big Budget"
being perticularly levish in this respect. Best of 211 wes the Christmes
Double Number which usually aerrived in late November after weeks of pre-~
liminery notices. Whet e feast of geasonable fare it conteined, from
the snow and holly bedecked title to mistletoe around the Editor's Chat
with ghosts, weits, pudding end pantomime end every pessible Christmassy
espect in picture end story. With susterity Christmes 1949 on the wey

I peuse end sigh for those I have known in the past. Ah me, those were
the deys, , :

ITEM OF INTEREST:

In last year's Annuel, we mentioned that Henry T.Johnson's

"Pride  of the Ring" was published both in Harmsworth papers
and Aldine. " '

There was another instance, for his "Dion, the Charioteer"
ran as s serial in Pearsons Big Bud%et,‘and_was;re-publiabed
years later in the 4ldine Boys Own 3d Library. it e

JUST TO MAKE YOUR MOUTH WATER: i e g

30 Boys Friend 3d Libraries, 90 Boys Friends, Realms and
Heralds; &lso 800 cigarette cards and album, 35 miscellaneous

books. Take 5s.0d for the lot. R.Brackenborough, 9, Victorie
Avenue, Margate. Sk ARy

Boys Realms, Boys Herelds, Boys Friends, Plucks, Marvels,
Union Jacks, 3%s.6d vol. 0dd numbers 1s.4d dozen. Arthur Budge ,
146, Northgate, Almondbury, Huddersfield. 24

No use wishing now; they were adverts which appeared in
the Boys Herald, "Exchange and Mart", 21st Mﬂrph,’;908: ;

WANTED URGENTLY: Tot-o-Fun. Nos.l to 100, published by James
Henderson, 1906-8. 58.0d per number offered for good copies.
John Medcraft, 64, Woodlands Road, Ilford, Dssex.

WANTED URGENTLY: SCHOOLBOY'S OWN LIBRARY.:-Any Rookwood .and
St.Jim's numbers before 168; also one or two others after this
number. ALSO any Greyfriers stories prior to number 277 and
some 6fter. Numbers of St.Frank's stories to complete set
required are 4, 27, 54, 56, 120, 366, and 369. Not intercsted
in any othcrs. Numbers and prices to 4.J.Southway, P.0.Box 3,
Beaconsfield, Cape Province, SOUTH AFRICA.
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Constlecs, Crackess, and Christmas Cheer

A Review of the Nelson Lee Yuletide Numbers

By J. P. Wood

How well the old-time authors knew the mixture for the ideal Christ-
mas story, & ghootly castle, lots of snow end & numbcr of youthful ghost-
hunters with everything coming out sll right in the end, the wholc¢ thing
concluding with the festive boerd groening wnder the weight of the eeason—
able fere end jollity abounding.

Few authors knew the mixture better then our old friend Edwy Seerles
Brooks, end throughout the history of the Nelson Lee Library he saw to it
that we, his devoted readers, were never left without our seasoneble
reeding for Christmas time.

+With the first Christmas number on Novewber 25, 1916 ~=- T believe

'there was 1o officiel Christmas number in 1915 -~ he set the standard for

the following yeers with "A Christmes of Peril" in which all the old
favourites, Nelson Lee, Nipper, Professor Zingrave, Kileen Derec and Jim
the Penmen were featured. ° Unfortunately I haven't got this copy so I
cennot ‘detail the happmnings on this occesion, nor do I possess the 1917
number which I: presume from the titles would be "The Phentom of Tregellis
CR B‘fle" ; WS ‘

With the S% Frank's stories getting well into their stride, however,
Mr. Brooks began to "find his feet" es it were, and the Christmes numbers
begen to teke the shape and strength of plot which wc associete with his
‘%olden era",

"The Mystery of Grey Towers" (186 - Dec. 28, 1918) brought the former
Boy from Bermondsey to his ancestrel home for his first Christmes after
he discovered his real identity es thc son of Sir Crewford Grey, of Grey
Towere, Berkshire. Alighting at Gadsbury station, he drove with his
father and Reggie Pitt in & closed brougham through the falling snow to
Grey Towers -- & noble looking pile, although not cf eny greet vestness.
It was old, very, very old. . Before long, mystery wes to rear its ugly
head, with Sir Crewford end his guests. augmented by the later arrival of
the strénded Handforth femily, Nelson Lce, Nipper and his insepereble
chums, being fortunate enough to outwit the plans of the rescelly butler
Rence end his confederates.

Christmas 1919 (237, Dec. 20) found us .8t one of Dorrie's palatial
country honses - or rather, on this occasion, one which he had rented on
the coast of Kent, Cliff Cestle. ' This was & hsndsome o0ld building
perched on' the top of a cliff, and DOrrie's gister, Lady Mornington, acted
as hostess's

Umlosi, the huge Kuteona chieftein, wes & member of the perty, end

“gome of the boys' sisters were olso there.  Mystery feces were seen at

insccessible windows' elmost es soon as the pariy errived at the castle.
For those who wented more Brooks, "In Tracklcss Space" by Robert W.Comrsde"
was running s @ serial, while the current issue cf Detective Library
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carried a 14,000 word story of Nelson Lee, "The Case of Dr. Men-Ling-Su",
The Cliff Cestle scries was continued over the New Year, with Dorrie
steging & mock diseppeerance, end other odd heppenings adding to the spooky
aetmosphere before the party was sble to enjoy its holidey in the appropriage
style., (Note: The Preirie Librery snnounced 2 new Nelson Lee-Huxton
Rymer serial).

December 25, 1920 (290) found the cinema-owners of St. Franks on
holiday et Tregellis Cestle, ancestral home of the Tregellis-Tests,
erriving needless to sey, in & blizzard. Before long, too, they were
involved in the aftermeth of the struggle for the right to esteblish o
more popular cineme in Bamnington, their rescelly opponents, Ryan end Webb,
trying to force the hend of Levi's estute fother by kidnapping him. '

Thet story wes entitled "The Christmes Plot", and imegination was
epperently lapsing the following yesr, for the 1921 number (342 - Dec.24)
was called "The Christmes Plotters". Once agein the St. Frank's heroes
were with Lord Dorrimore, this time et Dorrimore Hall, the ancestral home
of the sporting peer. Another, non-too popular e guest, wes Dr. Strafford,
who wes et this time being made the subject of the machinations .of
Mr. Hugh Trenton end his revolutionery friends in sn effort to spreed
their doctrine of enerchy into one of the country's biggest public schools.
Even during the festive seeson, the Heed was not to be free from the
terrible trouble which hed come upon him, #nd Trenton struck sgein before
the¢ end of the holiday. And so, the Rebels left to returm to St.Frenk's
to try to occupy the school during the vacation, but the loysliste were
soon on their treck end eech side occupied one of the two Houses, the
whole thing eventually paving the wey for the Schoolboy Soviet -- shades :
of Stalin!

Things were & little more normel in 1922 (394, Dec.23) for we were
transported to Somerton Abbey to join the youthful Duke in passing the
test which ell Dukes had to pess on their 15th birthday. Snow agein lent
en eppropriate seasonable touch as the guests srrived 2t the noble pile,
en enormous place, o greet turreted castle with surrounding perks and
estetes. A former residence of Sexon kings, encestors of the Somertons.

The following year, (446, Dec.22) "The Schoolboy Senta Clsus" saw the
8t. Frank's juniors unable to stert on their holidasys because of snowbound
trains. So they hed to return to the school, but they mensged to schicve
the Chrietmes spirit in the Head's house, ond helped seversl of Farmer
Holt's lebourers' femilies to spend Christmes in o more joyous atmosphere
then hed seemed likely. They slso menaged to lay the school "ghost"
who wes looking for the legemdery monk's tressure. '

They wore elso neerer home vhe year after (498, Dec.ZO) for they
were the languid Archie's guests et Bennington, Glenthorme Menor, where
they egein helped to stave off the efforts of e number of crooks to bresk
into the town bank by meene of on underground tunnel.

Thanks to o jepe that went wrong by Willy Hendforth, 1925's Christmes
found the St. Frouk's juniors in the snows of Derbyshire as Lord Dorrimore's
Uninvited Guests ot Dorrimore Cestle. ' Here they were sble to unrevel
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the tangled romence of Dorrie's relative Henry Bruce, and Miss Halliday,
the new junior mistress et Moor View. This fine yarn took three wecks to
reach its happy conclusion to the eccompaniment of the familiar snow, fun
end gemes.,

This was the last of the small 0ld Series Christmes numbers, and
quite rightly we expected something out of the ordinary from the first of
the enlarged Christmas numbers (34, Dec.25, 1926).. On this occasion it
wes the turn of the irrepressible Hendy to be host, and he brought his
guests to the Norfolk home of his equelly irrepressible Uncle Gregory
Bartholomew Handforth, of Handforth Towers, North Welsham., A stetely old
Normen castle this, with great oask-pennelled rooms, wide fireplaces send
osken refters -- and e mysterious, lugubrious family reteiner and ghost
"laid on" for the benefit of the youthful guests. After all, how was
Hendy to know thet a new Twewers had been bullt and that he hed been skil-
fully directed to the wrong one! This story waes repecated in the Gem,
1934, after the emalgemation of the two pepers.

Violence was more in evidence in 1927 (86, Dec. 24) for the juniors
were in the midst of & baerring-out end were in possession of the Modern
House, complete with ghost, in the middle of the school's most spectaculer
rebellion ageinst the decision to expel Handy for something which Merrell
end Merriott had actuelly committed. Action was never far from this
particular series of stories, and it certeinly made for a Christmas out of
the ordinary. Thmks to the sssistance of Handy's father the usual .
Christmes festivities were not lacking in full messure.

In view of the populerity of the esrlier Esre Quirke sorics,
Christmas 1928 (128, Dec. 22) wes very welcome, for it brought that odd -
character back in snother mysterious series of incidents. Centrel
character, apert from Ezta, was Reggie Pitt, who had just found himself
the owner of Reithmore Castle, an old rembling, moeted pile neer Merket
Dovming, a few miles from St. Frank's, There was the real Christmes
etmosphere here with furniture moving sbout without spperent ceuse, and
mysterious figures appeering end venishing without rhyme or resson,

Eileen Dare mafle her reepperence the following ycer (188, Dec.7) when
the efforts to capture little Molly Stepleton involved the St. Frenk's
juniors in denger at Trevis Dene, Suffolk home of the Hendforths., A fine
old Tudor mansion with stately trees, lewns ond privete gardens, Molly's
enemies cgptured insteed, the guests were eble to enjoy the season as in
duty bound.

The Phentom of Parkington Grenge (2nd New Series 46, Dec.6, 1930)
walked to good purpose for he wes sble to solve snother broken romence,
end bring heppiness to K. K. Parkington's brother's young and charming
wife end her husband.

- The time of the Nelson Lee Librery was by now drewing to its close,
end there were to be only two more Christmas numbers. The first (99,
Dec.12, 1931) releted the denger in which Sir Jemes Potts found himself,
one Christmes. From Travis Dene to Tregellis Cestle, thence to Somerton
Abbey end Dorrimore Castle, accompanied alweys by his trusty friends,
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Jimmy journeyed in his efforts to elude the cver-incressing danger pre-
sented by his false uncle., - A real round-u> of g1l the stately homes of
the St. Frenk's juniors.

The last Christmes series, 152-154 (1972), hed the juniors, s alweys
with the Moor View girls, os the guests of Lrchie Glenthorme ot Forest
House in the New Forest. Here the mysterious Nerki the Sorcerer fought
herd for & fortune, but Nelson Lee was too much for him, and the youthful
guests et last were able to enjoy the hospitelity for which they had oome
to the New Forest.

Your fevourite? Maybe it yas the following yeer when the Gem—Leevv
had the St. Frank's juniors, Dorrie snd Umlosi returning to E1l Dorado. to
fight the White Gients and the ubigquitous Zingrave. .Perheps it wes one
of the eerlier yarns? But whichever it was, eech end &1l hed thet .
ertistic wedding of cestle, crackers end Christmas cheer to oommend it
to the heppy reeder Happy, happy deys, indeed! :

———s B N D‘. § ———

WANTED TO PURCHASE: A Sexton Biake Bust; price to C. Wragh$
, Ashbu m Place, Greenwich, London, S.E. lO.v :

e

AUTHORS "WHO'S WHO"

“NDREWS, JOHN: A mysterious individual this. He mainly
seemed to be concerned in revising popvlar stories which hed
been written years earlier. Examples were: "The Silver Dwaprf"
and "The Missing Heir" made famous by Maxwell Scott, and the
trio "Sexton Blake's Schooldays", "Sexton Blake in the Sixth",
and "Sexton Blake at Oxford" actually writtem by Cecil Hay-
ter. To re-publish these stories years after the men whose
brains had conceived them were dead, and give the name .of
the author as John Andrews seemed, woll & little cold-
blooded. There were other instunces

On the other hand,"Bodyline Bill the Bowlor" looked more
like an original story, and may have aciually bcen written by
"John Andrews". Also "Bravo! Sergeant Brady" and "The Man
with Two ILives". ‘ -

ARNOLD, CAPTAIN MALCOIM: A sgplendid writer of sporting
stories, often in & military setting. Many of them appeared
in the "Boys Realm". It was stated he had a right to his -
army rank, which wasn't always the case. He certainly knew -
his subject. "Pride of Kitcheners", '"The Rival Athletics",
"The Airman Boxer", "Every Inch a Footbqller" "From Ghopping
Black to Champion", and "Bravo' The Guanners". '
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(I hope re=ders will not think this page from my schooldeys out of place
in the "Annuel". You see, one night I wes pessing the end of the street
in which my friend Victor lived. I hodn't been thet woy for years. I
turned up the street end psused for e moment before the house in which he
hed died. Then just by the old school I pessed the reilings where the
incident in my story occurred. Memories come rushing beck, so I went
home end set it #11 down. - H.IL.) :

How ™y First Collection. Started

Bz Herbert Leckenby

. Someone once. seid I wes born with a "blood" in my hend., Like the
oee reported desth of Mark Twein that wes en exeggeration, but I shouldn't
be surprised if I wended my wey to my first dey ot school with a comic in
iy pocket, for, with elmost o1l my recollections of those distent deys
the boys' weeklics played ¢ pert.

. There wee en occasion, for inetence, when I could be not morc then
seven. A girl cousin, seversl ycers older then myself,had come to stay
at my home for @ few deys. I wes blissfully unewere of the reason, bud
she wes one of my fevourite cousine, for ¢t her own home they got quite o
number of the comics.- Onc ofternoon I wes packed off to » friend of my
mother's with imstructions to return early in the evening. Before I sot
off, however, I leerned my cousin was returning to her own home for en

hour. or. two, so I gbt her to promise to bring me beck some comics.

Back home in the evening she prepared me for bed end es she tucked
me in I esked, "Did you bring me those comics?  She replied, with n smfle,
"Yes," then sdded, "You've got a new brother." "Oh," commented I, "How
meny sre there?'  "jhy, one of course," she replied with o leugh. '"Pooh,
ias thet e11%" I grunted, then settled down to sleep.

Next morning she hended me the comics, five of them. Yes, I remember

" the exact number to this dsy., My foce besmed; it wes more then I ox-

pected., "™0-oh thenks," I seid, "but, here, why did you sey last night
there wes only ome?'  She looked £t me, end then, ~h how she laughed, for
of course there had been ¢ 1little misunderstending, for to me what wes o
mere addition to the femily compared with en anticipated supply of my
beloved comics? ' :

-1 saw thet cousin not long sgo, now # grey-heired gremdmother, I
esked her if she remembered thet little incident of the long ego. Of
course, she didn't; yet it hes remeined vivid in my memory to this very
dey. ’
. I recall enother heppy experience some three yeers lrter when o youth,
elder brother to @ friend of mine, thrust into my erms to my delisht » pile
of Big Budgets, Chipe, Comic Cuts end, oh quite e lot of others. Oh whad
o wonderful surprise. Problem wes where to keep them. I hed just found
a temporery resting place for them in o store cupboerd, when I wes urged
by my mother to go in seerch of my brother, whos: rdvent into the world
I hove just mentioned. Now three yeers old, he hed streyed off somewhere.
Snetching up a Comic Cuts, I Bet.oif, one eye on the look-out, the other
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following the adventures of Chokee Bill end .res Sneeker. . I found the
wenderer eventuclly, ond clasping his hend made for home still engrossed
in the “comio". Now once agrin why do I remember that little incident,
when for more momentous events in my life which hrppened long ofterwnrds
heve been completely forgotten? .

However, it ween't until I wes twelve years of age that something
heppened which brought me what I heve alweys looked upon s the start of
my first collection., It wes #n experience which brought joy to me out
of sorrow to someone else - & sweet—-frced, gentle lady. One dey there
ceme to the sch.cl I ettended e new boy, @& shy, pole-feced delicete looking
boy with lerge spectecles, ond with e distressing impediment in his speech,
Poor loncly kid! I often hed en urge to try snd chum up with him, but I
wes 6 somethat baohful, keep in the background sort of boy myself, end I:
kind of sympathised with him from a distence; sympathised beceuse there
were foul little swines who thought it funny to imitete his stemmer.

One efternoon going Home from school I sew a little sheed Victor
(petheticelly inappropriste neme for such e boy) stending by ‘some reilings,
end o blg lout barring his progress. This fellow was grinning and
mimicking the younger boy's speech. Victor's lips were quivering and
there were tears in his eyes behind those big glasses., As I have seid,
there wes no Bob Cherry ebout me. I don't think I ever had a real fight -
in'my life, but ot thet moment something happened to me.” *Phe dorment
blood of some long deed encester must heve stirred in my veins, for in-
stinetively I hit out with e half-bunched fist and ceaught the tormenter
on the nose, drewing blood. I waited snxiously for him to reteliate, but
to my surprise, and I must confess relief, he simply muttered, "I wes only
teesing him,” and slunk off, hend clesped to nose. Victor geve mec o
pitiful little smile, and we welked on together, with meybe my chest.
sticking out e little more then usuel, for the role of protector waqy
something entircly new to me.

From then on Victor end I used often to go to and from school together“
end I learned from him thet his fether, e reguler soldier, hed been killed
in the early deys of the Boer Wer, end thet he, en only child, lived alone
with his mother. We found, too, we hed something in common, ] love for
reeding, with the result thet we sterted swopping our woekly pepers. Mine,
of course, were Mervels, Boys' Friends, =nd the like, cressed and crumpled
through reposing in the pockets of my Norfolk jecket. Victor reed the
Boys Own Peper and Chums, and they wcre alweys so immeculate and virgin
cleen thet I elmost feared to handle them. Victor never seemed to meke
eny other friendsy he usuelly was weiting for me et e cormer, oamnd I grew
to heve a great effection for the lonely boy.

Come & day,just before the Christmas holidays, when he wesn't at the
corner, neither did he turn up at school, and I later learmed to my dismey
thet he wes very ill. Despilte our friendship I had never vieited his
home., I often felt I would like to, but there was & certain reserve
ebout him and I never ventured to suggest it.

The school broke up for the holidsys end =11 Christmas vpy Tictor
wes seldom out of my thoughts.  The following morning I mede for the
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street in which I knew he lived. I esked o boy 1f he knew where Victor
Tyler lived. The boy looked et me and seid, "Victor Tyler! Did you
know him? If you did, didn't you know he died on Christmes Tve? He -
lived there." He pointed to e house scross the way - e house with drewn
blinds!

Whether I ever answercd the boy I never knew but es I turned away
I heerd him say, "Funerel's tomorrow." That wes my saddest Boxing Day;
p1l thet night I wes heunted by the pale, delicate fece of the 1little
friend I s ould never see egain.

The following efternoon I wetched him set off on his lest journey,
a pathetic little procession of heerse end ¢ single cerrisge, in which I
caught eight of o lady cled in bleck., The tears ren down my cheeks snd
e greet lump rose in my throet, for desth wes something strenge and
terrifying to me. I felt o little gulpy, too, on making my way to school
the first morning ofter the holideys, with no Victor weiting at the usuel
corner In the afternoon, whilst bending over my exercise, I geave o
stert es the teecher, stending behind me, topped me on the shoulder. He
seid, "Victor Tyler's mother wents to see you after school, end you can
teke & note from me with you."

The moment school wes over I set off for Merkham Crescent, wondoring
why Victor's mother wished to see me. In response to my timid knock the
door wes opened by e sweet-foced lady - in her thirties as I see her now.
With ¢ kindly smile she bid me entery; ond I hended her the note, which
proved to be one of sympathy. ©She had tea ready ond in a minute or two
she hed m:de me feel 2t home. She told me Victor had often mentioned me
ond. snid with » sed little smile, "You stood up for him one dey when o,
'bqy wes teesing him, didn't you?"

When tea wes over she clcered the things ewey end then she seid,
vAnd now I've something for you." She left the ro~m, returning e moment
later with two huge books in her erms, She leid them on the teble side
by side. I can sece them now and thet gentle ledy stending there though
yeers and years have sped - the Boys' Own Annuel for 1900 end the scarlet-
cled "Chums" for the following yeer. Then os though in & dreem I heerd
her sey, "Victor asked me to give these to you just before he died, for
he seid you were the only friend he had et school." I stammered out my
thanks. and wetched her, fescineted, os she thoughtfully wrepped them up

-geperctely in brown peper. As she bid me goodbye, I sew her cheeks were

wet. Poor, lonely lady!

I mede for hcme, » parcel under each arm. My feelings were mixed,
joyful &t the thought of my good fortune and the feast of resding in my
arms, sorrowful es I reelised that they had come to me beceuse & boy hed
died, lesving & lonely mother to mourn,

At home my lete errivel wes soon forgiven when I explained the
reeson, and proudly displayed the gifte. As I have told before, the boys'
weeklies were generally frowned upon in my home, but who could object to
bound volumes of the B O.P. and Chums , eSpecially when they were the gifts
of & dying boy'>
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For yeers they held an honoured place in e book—cese until they fell
to pieces through constent turning of the pages, by meny hends.

Oft-times a8 I browse over some papers in my possession my thoughts
trevel back through the yeers to that winter's efternoon when I had tes
with o sweet-~faced lonely lady, snd sometimes when I heer in o music-hall,
or on the wireless, on rlleged entertainer adonting a2 stemmer, I feel en
impulse to rise in protest or hurriedly switch off, for I see before me
the quivering lips end the teers in the eyes of o sensitive, pale~faced
boy who died in the long ago. :

WSH, Fenton: 2 v

‘ Probnbly £ pen nemc. Specieliscd in fantasy -storics.
His first, "The Radium Seekers" ren in Vol.2 of the "Boys
Realm". Others were: ". Trip to Mers", "The Bleck O?a e
"Cadets of the Dolphin", "By ‘irship to Ophir", and ".11 for
Adventure". : 4 Fol

BEESTON, L.J:

A story of his appeared in the first volume of.'"Chums"
1892, &nd he continued to write for that paper.for e great .
many yeers, sometimes using the name Richard Cemden. -4lso
wrote for the A.P. papers, two of his stories being "Red .
Lights and Green", and "The Airship Quest". . . P

, Had & vigorous, witty style, but also en suddcious hebit
of serving up the seme plot time and time agein, with hardly
the slightest attempt to give it & mnew twist. For instance:
boy possesses mervellous camers. - -or bieycle, another. bo
declares he will perform three difficult (and ridicwlous
feats, Owner of camerf offers it if ferte are successfully
performed. They were - of course. Bt Stk .

BIDSTON, Legter:

(Born 1884). Ak Liverpool schoolmester whose wark first
&ppeared in the "Champion" and its compenion "Pluek'. Speci=
lized in "off the trfil" fentesy stories. Some of these were
"The Radio Pleanet", "The Wireless Wizerd", "The Crimson Clew",
and in the declining deys of the "Boys Friend", "The Speace -
Destroyer", end "Scund, the Eterncl". Wes elso Prul Hotspur,
under which neme he wrote "Northward Ho!", "Igles of Gold",
end "Trersure of the North". . ,

BOWMAN, Gerepld:

kge about 40. Wrote £ number of Sexton Blake stories for
Detective Weekly, #nd the S.B. Librery. Also yarns for the
Thriller and the Ranger. Was in the R.4.F, during the last
wer end on release wrote & novel "Pattern in Poison Ivy",
which was published by Werner Iaurie end had many favoureble
Press notices. - (2%) ?
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Caxdew oj' the Fourth

- By Roger M, Jenking

"He is not en ordinary fellow, this Relph Reckness Cardew. Some of
his faults are on the surface; his snobbery, for instence, does not really
go deep, for the true snob likes fewners end sycophents, and Cardew hates
them, But other faults of his are deeper in the greiny no use trying to
meke & pattern of himi And most of his best quelities went looking for."

Thus wrote J.N.Pentelow for the St. Jims Gellery in Gem No.569, and
if anyone knew "lMertin Clifford"'s work intimetely, it wes he, For
Relph Reckness Cerdew wes most certainly no ordinsry fellow: in meny
respects he was thé equivelent of Vernon-Smith et Greyfriars or ILumley-
Lumley of earlier yeare, though of course he had in addition & polished
air and suevﬁy befitting the grandson of Lord Reckness; but it did not
neverthelusa eradicete his unscrupulousness nor did it do more then sct
es"a cloak for his cynicel disregerd for other people. To his way of
thinking an end Justified the means, and here he was similar to Morning-
ta:r ‘of Rookwood whose disposition perhape most closely epproximetes to that
of Cardew. But 8o finely drewn ere all Cherles Hemilton's cheracters that
even Mornington eppeers poles epert from Cardew. When Mornington is
savege, Cardew is urbeney eond where Mornington is nesrly elwsys selfish
end spiteful, Cerdew is only so.when he feels he has suffered e wrong.,
Cerdew seldom:forgot to keep'up the eppearance of being o gentlemen,

Until the 8rrivel of Cardew in Gem No.475 dsted 17/3/17, St. Jim's'
had been popule‘ted esgentially by bleck and white charascters; there were
no grey ones, On one side of the line were Tom Merry, Blake, end Figgins,
and ‘on’ the’ other side were Mellish, Recke, and Crooke. One knew when- o
cheer the hero- énd when to boo the villein beceuse one knew in advance how
they would resct to the prescribed set of circumstences., It wes almost
like putting e penny in the slot end seeing the puppets dence. Small
wonder then thet the advent of such an unpredictazble cheracter es Cerdew
threw a2 spanner-in the works. = Tom Merry sank into & ‘decline and never
agein echicved his former predominence in the sege of St. Jims., The
simpiicity end. cherm of the eerly Gem stories were now to be replaced by
more finely drewn charscters end more tightly woven plots, and Tom Merry
hed little to contribute to the new scheme of things. = Truly the times
were out of joint, and for e whilc the puppets still tried to dence to
the old.tunes, but the minuet hed perforce to give way to the quick-step.
Nevertheless, it wes & long time before the juniors at St. Jims became

scoustomed to the vagaries of Cardew's nature. Thet wes one to make of o

new boy who on his first day at school geve his reletive DtArcy such a cool
reception and drove awey from the station in 2 cer waiting to pick up
wounded soldiexrs from the front? Yet when the wrathful juniors tracked
him down they found him chetting to his socizl inferiors as coolly a8 a
men twice his age. (There wes reelly very little of the snob about
Cerdew. )

Also on his first day, Cardew hed e fight with Cutts, who leter tried
unsuccessfully to bribe him to keep quiet ebout it, but the wealthy grend-
son of Lord Reckness hed no need of cesh. Still, he did not give Cutte
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away, end Mr. Reilton eccepted his word thet he had fought with en
undesireble person. Agein, Cerdew soon came to blows with Redfern, the
scholarship junior in the New House whom he hed insulted; but he dis-
deined to give his neme when he was accused of throwing soot over

Mr. Reteliff, although Redfern ond Lewrence were the culprits, end Cerdew
was flogged. In Gem No.477, however, when he hurled a brick through
Farmer Grubb's window end ceused that unfortunate old gentlemen to think
thet the Zeppelins were returning, he wes expelled, It was only when
Redfern end Lewrence owned up to their previous misdemeanor that Cerdew's
gsentence was reduced to that of a flogging. ‘

It is not on record that Cardew often got the better of the imper-
turbeble Monty Lowther. In Gem No.476, Cerdew's Cousin Dick arrived.
"His clothes were old, seedy, end dirty. _His boots were down at heel, .
his face reddened where it was not dirty, his left eye covered by e black
petch,  His boots squelched mud as he welked. A frowsy cep was set on
the beck of his untidy heed." It wes of course the Humorist of the. . .,
Shell who hed esscyed the loudeble tesk of teking down & peg or two this.
unprecedented new boy. The school apprecisted it, though Cerdew did not
eppeer to share in the universel merriment.

Cardew shared Study No.9 with Levison and Clive,: the South Mrioanf :
junior. He fought Clive soon after he errived, end he enjoyed reminding
Levison that before his reformetion his behaviour had been as-bad 2s
Cordew's was now. In spite of a1l this, however, the trie pulled together
fairly well., Sometimes it might be ordinery good fun of the old vintege,
like Gem No.515 - "No., 9 on the Werpeth" ~ in which they eontrived to,
lock the St. Jims Parlisment in the woodshed. Sometimes it would, ke a. ...
more drematic type of story, like Gem No. 480, "The Chums of Study. No.9" -
in which they used to slip off to reed the wer news to a blind exsservice-
men end in which Recke sent Mellish to spy on them end stert the rumour .
that they went to go gambling and smoking.

There was always & certein amount of mystery et St. Jims ebout Cardew' J
past. It was known thet he had left Wodehouse, enother Public School,
but if enyone wes interested to know the reeson for this change his curi-
osity wes mede to wait until Gem No.486 in which Lecy, enother ex-<
Wodehousien, arrived et Rylcombe Gremmer School, end-after-e fight with
Cardew he was not slow in spreeding the news that Cardew had been caught
with stolen money in his hand mnd ordered to leave Wodehouse, Cardew
refused either to deny or affirm this report, snd the juniors were incensed
with his lofty attitude of indifference. - They were by no means mollified
later when Cardew engincered events so that Grundy was found guilty of
theft, Cardew reveeling the truth et the lest minute to show how easy it
was to be falsely eccused. In Gem No.488, Cardew saved Gordon Gey from
drowning, but he remained the outcast of the school because he still
refused to reveal the reason for his leaving Wodehouse. The mystery wes
cleared up in the following week, however, end Cerdew was absclved from
blame when it beceme known that the thief at Wodehouse had .confessed, and
that Cordew was merely returning the money to the Heed's desk from which
it had been teken. These four stories form the first noteworthy series
about Cardew, and well merited their reprinting in No.14 of the Schoolboys!
ewr—EAbrary . (25)




Another series of stories ebout Cerdew which are not known so well as
they deserve were Gems Nos., 692 end 693. The first one, "Chumming with
Wildreke", tells how Cardew helped to lead the Cenadien junior into bed
ways, end the second one, "His Chums Ageinst Him" recounts how the mis-
understending was cleared up after e rether strenuous welking rece,

Gems Nos. 72¢ to 728 formed & more dremetic trio of events. Doris
Levison wrote to her brother to say that e Mr. Carson was steying with
them et home, who she thinks is plenning some sort of revenge upon their
father, Cerson, anxious to prevent the arrivel of Levison at home, comes
to the vicinity of the school, but kidneps Cerdew by mistake. The follow-
ing week Cardew is tracked down, end Levison recturns home to find his
father 111, but adament that Cerson shall not be arrested. ILevison's
friends relly round him, end they bring Carson to book in Gem No.728 in
which it appeers that Mr. Levison's will-power was being saped by druge
and that Carson was ebout to murder him for revenge as well as financiel
gain . ;

Cerdew could play soccer well enough when he chose, but the trouble
wes thet he did not often choose., In Gem No,768 he wes sclected to play
for the junion eleven egeinst the Gremmeriens, but he did not bother to
turn up. His unpopulerity diseppeered, however, when he mede it known
thet he hed induced his gremndfether to present e 25 guinee cup to encoursge
football et St. Jim's. Complications set in when it became known vie
Trimble's eavesdropping that Cardew hed offered the cup to get himself out
of an ewkwerd situstion without first esking his grendfether, end thet
Cardew's uncle Lord Lilburn had persuaded Lord Reckness not to put up the
moneys. Cerdew went ehead, however, pawning his watch, tiepin, end cuff~
links to reise the necessery money end sending his uncle the pewntickets.,
Just when rumours were circulating end Kildere begen to investigete them,
Cardew received the cash from his grendfather, and was able to retrieve
hie possessions in the nick of time., The scries, which wes reprinted in
Schoolboys' Own Librery No.168 ended in Gem No.772 with Tom Merry's teem,
of course, winning the cup.

.+ Cardew's was an extremely pcrverse nature, Gem No,B824 begen o
series of eight stories in which he was rooted out by Kildere for footbell
practice, disappeared into Monsieur Morny's study for extre tuition in
French, and then succeeded in fooling Kildere end Mr. Reilton by producing
a note from the French Mester to exonerste himself, Kildere soon realised
that he hed been tricked and he enlisted Tom Merry's aid in meking Cordew
turn up for every practive in future. Cardew then beceme awere that his
old evesion would not work twice, end he begen & long and cunning menoecuvre
to oust Tom Merry from his captainecy. In other words, if he were com-
pelled to pley football he wented to be ceptain himself, and ceptein he
became, Even then he still continued his feud with Tom Merry, which
culminated in paying & rogue to lie in wait for him with a stick. Cerdew's
villeiny went ewry, however, snd Levison beceme the viectim of the plot.
After this, Cardew secemed to relenty in eny event, he soon tired of being
ceptein,and when finelly thcre wes e re-election, and it looked 28 though
there would be & tie between Figgins, Cerdew, snd Merry, Cerdew quixotically
voted. for Merry, thus making his ex%téﬁf drematic 28 had been his entrence.
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These stories were reprinted in Nos, 258 end 260 of the Schoolboys' Own
Library. : ,

Cerdew was as good atcriket as he was at soccer, agein when he chose
to bes In Gem No. 853, Cardew was picked to play cricket for the junior
eleven, but he wes desirous of going to the Abhotsford Reces on thet
particuler ofternoon end he coused considersble annoysnce by declining to
play. When, however, he wes esked by Aubrey Racke to lose the match so
that Racke could win e bet against the school, he decided to play up efter
all, end helped to win the match to teach Recke ¢ lesson for heving ;
attempted to bribe the grest Cardew. Recke conspired to get his revenge -
khe following week by keeping Cordew sway et the time of the Rookwoed
match, but the ruse ceme unstuck et the last minute. This series wes
aptly entitled "The Boy They Couldn't Trust" when it wes reprinted in
No«374 of the Schoolboys' Own Librery. :

The lest - end probably the finest - episode which featured Cardew
appeared in Gems Nos. 1006 end 1007, e period in which few St. Jims stories
were written by Mr. Hemilton, a fect which *herefore mekes these stend out
more then ever. Here Cardew is blackmeiled by a2 gembler from the "Gréen
Men" who holds an IOU of his, end although Levison succeeds in obteining
the incriminating peper for Cardew he is ceught coming back efter lights='
out and throws it on the fire when sbout to be searched by the housemaster.
Neturelly, the Heed considers that Levison has concesled evidence ‘ageinst
himself, end he is sentenced to be expelled, Cardew being ignorant of the
true resson until Levison's brother pakes & sirmise.  hen he realises the
truth, Cerdew owns up to his pert of the effeir, ond Levison remeins at
St. Jims. Cardew is flogged, but he is dissetisfied, for, as he remarked-
at the time, it was not to be e proper flogging in the Hall with Pomp and
Ceremony but merely e hole and cormer affeir in the clessroom. - This
excellent pair of stories mede a further appearence in Schoolboys*' Own
NO. 338c : X A

So much, then, for Cerdew. His eadvent is e milesione in the History
of S8t. Jims for meny reesons; it marked the end of the period during v ich
rival regging alweys appeered to be the mein theme and the juniors appeared
to be too young for their yeers, during which lLife wes presented in two
aspects - of doing as Tom Mergy did or suffer the consequences, emd, in
short, during which the Gem was essentielly e paper for the younger brother.
Cardew was & character of such interesting complexities that St. Jims was,
for the first time, compenseted for not having s Harry therton, a' Vernon-
Smith, or e Billy Bunter. Cordew had succeeded where Bagley Trimble and
Alfred Grundy hed failed - he bvought a new note of reaiism to the Gem
stories by shewing that no-one is wholly good or wholly bad He wes the
expression of & new age, the e¢ynical aftermath of the Tirst world-wer. Who
knows, perhaps his mocking tone in which he referred to the Captein of the
Shell as the "Seintly Thomas" was the voice of Charles Hamilton, his
creator, alext to perceive the changing mood of the times, emd eager to
adapt the Gem thereto. Be that as it may, however, 2 transformation was
effected, and effected successfully. There is no doub® that the srrivel
of Cordew on the soene at St. Jims heralded +he Golden Age of the Gem,
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those exceptionelly fine stories of the nineteen-twenties. There were,
eles, meny St. Jims tales et this time which were not written by Charles
Hemilton, but it is generally egreed that the genuine stories of this
pertiod were composed more affectionately then anything else he wrote. As
he seys, it wes es Mertin Clifford that he most often thought of himself,
His first love was his most constent love, end the cheracter of Cerdew was
a worthy gift to bestow upon the object of his aoffection,  For Cordew
appecled meinly to the elder resders, and it must have been charecters
principelly such as he who reteined the interest of reesders in the Gem

for a longer period than wee hitherto normsl, since besides being o com-
plex charecter Cordew was en adult one. Not always understood by the
Juniors ot St. Jims, he was nevertheless apprecisted by most readers of
the ‘Gem in spite of everything. He was by no mesns & repellant cheracter;
even when we disepprove of his actions we could still feel sympathy. towards
him. To guote once more from J. N. Pentelow, '"Whotever his faults -

and there ere meny:of them - Relph Cardew is o very likeable fellow."
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The Eoucarion of an Eaditor

By F. Addington Symonds

Part I

The scene is a scrubby, disused patch of ground at the back of some
tatterdemelion houses in enc of the shabbiest parts of e Cape Town suburb.

. The period is the early 1900's and the time is @ blezing hot South African

sunmer's day.

A peeky-faced, scruffy little urchin of abeut nine years of sge fur-
tively approaches another and even scrubbier boy end with & conspiratorial
air whispers: '"Well, have you got 'em?"  The other nods, é&nd together.
they retire to's clump of dusty bushes, where Urchin No. 2 produces frem -
under his shirt o pile of green, pink &nd -yellow papers:. With smacking -
lips end gloating eyes they both scttle down to turn the pages of the
latest issues of the Ha'penny Marvell, Pluck, and the Union Jack.

"Thet'll your mother say if she knows?'" asks Urchin No. 2.

"I dunno," replies No. 1, wriggling uncomfomm.v "What'll your
doed do if he findes out?"

"Give me & hidingl" answers No. 2 prompt].y, and gigglea_ "But he
wen't know. We're going to bury these papers Bs soon: ww‘w: finished
with them - bury 'em in the sand, so's nbbody'll find "emﬁ* Wi 5

"I don't sce what our parents’ve got to grumble abb‘ht. :Lq.siats
Urchin No,l indignantly. '"They're clean; menly papers forhealtiw boys -
the¢ Editor saye so, doesn't he" And anywey they're jolly exci‘bh:gt"

"I think parunta are ntuffy," says No.2. "Why., they won't even look
at the papers to mske sure they're hot pemny dresdfuls. . They just say
'Now, you're not to rcod 1) those awful things!' - oand snatch fem away end
put 'em in the firel Just boceuse they've got coloured oovers.... Geel
Look at this one - 'Brothers of the Red Robel! - Cool™

That, as far as memory serves, is & feirly ecourate picttme of the
first stage in the educetion of en editor. The said editor-to-be was
living at that time with his parents, in distinctly humble oiroumstances,
and in eddition to showing deplorable disrespect for their wi,shes regard-
ing the reading of "penny dreasdfuls" was also guilty ot somé of the most
ingeniously contrived excuses for evoiding school (whioh he hated) and
for mixing with other boys of like age and inolinationa. ;

Parents in those days were very strict, compared with 1949 stendexrds.,
They took such @ kcen interest in the petticst detsils of their children's
lives that it amounted — at any rete in the opinion of such: children -
to deliberete and celoulated "snooping"!  And they ledd down .Lews , backed
by Dire Threats, which were inveriebly carried out, $0.; the' diepomfort
end chagrin of their children, who often were unable ‘bo sit down for
hours efterwards.. 'On the whole, thoaa psrenta end those lm - end,
indeed, the punishments, tool! - were sound, scnsible end productive of
excellent results, it not ot the time, then in after life. Urchin No,l
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ceme to rccognise this years afterwsrds; though he never agreed, even
efter he hed grown up end become @ psrent himself, that his parents were
right in forbidding him to resd those "penny bloods". So far from doing
him herm, they leid the foundetions of whet was afterwards to become e
career full of edventure and profit, emd to provide in lster yesrs = store
of rich end happy memories such es he would not exchenge for o wilderness
of monkeys, or e pelece, or even your next month's sweet ration.

Along with the three papers elready mentioned, your young editor-to-be
elso contrived to get end to read almest every other paper published round
ebout thot time. True Blue, for instence; end Dick Turpin; end the
Boy's Friend, Realm, and Hereld. Tven such sidelines es Ally Sloper's
Holf Holidey; end that once fomous end fot compendium for older people,
Cessell's Penny Megrzine.

But emong them 011, the prime fevourite wes the Big Budgets; 2nd lstew

on, its compenidn journel, the Boys' Leader. And thereby hengs meny e
talel | i

01d Mrs. Vincent, of Vincent's Newsegency, High Street, Wynberg, was
e kindly if somewhat puriteniocel soul. And Urchin No.l knew that if he
wont elong now end then end offered to "sort out" the back numbers thet
littered the cevernous spece undernesth her counter, snd generally tidy up,
she would reward him with e free copy of his beloved "Big Budget", which
wes & oonsideretion in those deys when (in South Africe) it cost 3d end
threepenny bits were very herd to come by,

But Mrs. Vincent, though she approved of the B,B,,wsuld not have her
shop counter soiled with what she celled "penny blood-end~tiunders" such
a8 the "Ha'pemny Mervel", "Pluck", end the "Union Jeck". And she was
especielly strict sbout benning "True Blue" snd "Dick Turpin". So that s
when, one lucky day, Urchin No. 1 heppened to heve "won" o shilling end
bought quite 2 nice little batch of these forbidden papers, he wes wily
enough to teke his kid brother (sge 5) olong with him to Mrs. Vincent,
telling him to stuff the forbidden papers up his shirt snd to Weit Outseide,
See, till he himself returned - with (he hoped end confidently belicved)

his usuel Big Budget, free grotis,

Unfortunetely, his idiot brother, growing tired of waiting outside see,
wendered intothe shop, inch by inch, until, inevitably, he was spotted by
Mrs. Vincent, who at once wanted to know why he wes welking so strengely -
a8 if he were bow-legged - end enxiously inquired ofter his health, Her
sherp eyes ren over his strengely bulging figure until, in & combinetion
of bewilderment and fright, the kid brother let the tell-tale bundle of
bloods slip from beneeth his shirt cnd fell in 21l their neked guilt upon
the floor at her feet,

Mrs. Vincent's surprise end horror were only equelled by her indigna-~

‘tion. She snetched the papers up, snatched the free copy of the Big Budget

from Urchin No.l, end put the lot on.the fire in her beck room. "You have
deliberately deceived me as well 28 your poor psrents, you wicked boyi"
she said, "end you shen't have these papers, nor shell you have the Big
Budgetegeini"  And es Urchin No.l wended his wey homewsrd with frst and
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furious steps, dregging his snivelling wrother with him, he glored ot him
end muttered fiercelys "You just weit till I get you in- our back yardl
You just weit, that's alll"

The ecene chenged to a smell baokveld town in the Eestern Trensvarl,
Our editor-to-be is now neerly 12 yeers o0ld, end by 8 proocess of sheex
weering~down, hes somehow persusded his perents to let him slomg in ‘the
1ittle metter of reesding boys' "bloods", so that he now gete them openly
(when end where he cen). His fevourite is etill the Big Budget end he hes
now started writing to the Editor, at ferewey, 8 Meiden Lane, Strand,
London, W.C., &nd hes even persusded that editor to send him some lovely
big yellow posters, advertising the B.Bs,.which our urohin has promiaed
most solemnly to "put up"! :

Hc begins by nailing one poster to a huge tree in hie parents’ gerden,
overlooking the street. And there it steys for precisely:.24 hours, when
it is engrily torn down by his outrsged father ond our editor-to-be is put
across the pesrentel knee.

But his enthusiesm is only temporerily demped. - Another big roll of
posters srrives by the next overseas meil and this time he is more sdven-
turous. Choosing & Sundey, snd after dusk, he steels forth a2long the two
"mein streets" of which the villege 1s composed, ermed with the roll of
pogters, e supply of tecks, o hemmer, end --for mekeweights=ra smell pot-
of paste and en old wrush which he hes filched from his: mother's kitchen....

When he returns home, he has left behind him & trail of black end
yellow posters, nsiled or plastered to lamp-posts, walls, end even shop-
doors end windows. And 211 of them extolling the wirtues' of that Greet’
Home Comic and Story Paper, The Big Budget, Out Every- Thuradav. pr&oe
One Penny (Three pence to you).

About twenty-four hours later, & diminutive, scraggy scrap of humanity
in shirt end trousers might have been seen teering pell-mell through ‘the
mein streets end out vie the side streets to the open veld - recing ot top
speed, with & pack of wolves, in the shapeof o crowd of infuriated townsmen
end shopkeepers, ot his heels! They did not catch him - but his father
did! 4And there were no more B,B. posters ¢ver seen agein in that villege!
(N.B. But he did contrive to scretch the words "RE.D THE BIG BUDGET" on
odd walls and hoardings from time to time end so keep his promiee to that
editor in fer ewey Meiden Lene!)

About six months leter he startled the local worthies’ by announoing
the publicetion of his own weekly peper end hed the impudence to sclicit
subscoriptions end even to sell "edvertising space". ' The townspeople,
heving forgotten sll ebout the youngster's previous misdemesnours ?or
perheps because they were intrigued by his sheer eudecity) set up and took
notice. They also put their hends into their.pockets.., and he returned
from e tour of thelr shops, offices end privete houses, feeling quite.rich.
In due course the "new journel" mede its appeerence, having been typed out
on odd screps of peper on e delespideted mechine "borrowed" from e too-
kindly drill-sergeent at the locel Volunteer Headquarters. It wes en
interesting end highly originel publicetion, consisting chiefly of wits
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" proudly emnounces es "A Superb New Seriel of Mystery end Adventure",

and pieces pinched from other pdpers. It "ren" for ebout three issues...
and then one dsy the kindly drill-sérgeent discovered that his remsheckle
typer had leid down and died. And so once egein our hero found himself
chased through the mein streets end out into the wide open spaces by an
irete end disillusioned Good Semeriten!  And thet wes the end of the
"new journel" - end of our hero's sctivities - for quite e long time...

Pert II

Severel yeers heve pessed. Thec would-be editor hes moved with his
parents to Rhodesia end hes been put to boerding school., It is & very
superior sort of school, for the "sons of gentlemen", run by e strict but

‘sympathetic headmester who fletters our future editor with e lot of personal

ettention end invites him to specisl privete meetings in his study where
he eddresses, from time to time, a select few of the senlor pupils on the
beeutics of English litersture.

' There is talk of sterting e sochool megezine., The future editor
pricks up his-eers.  He thruste himself forwerd. He hes, he seys, idees.

The proposition is solemnly discussed end finelly decided by the powers
thet be. The megezine is sterted; it is to be printed by & local printer;
and our hero is to be the first editor.

He spends 211 his spere time collccting meterisl, foreing other boys
to write erticles on stemp collecting, school sports, end whet not. He
elso writes ¢ whole lot himself, including the firet instelment of whet he

L

entitled The Quest of Atlentis, ond introducing "Royston Dreke, Stetesmen,

Empire Bullder end Leeder of Men" - an obvious crib from Greydon Garth of
-the Big Budget. (He little dreems ot this time theat this seme Royston

Dreke is, eome yeers lester, to beintroduced into e resl boy's paper,
The Chempion, edited by himself, from London!)

r He finds emple ézétse, to his own privete delight, for ebsenting him-
self from cless in order to "run down to the printers", correct proofs,
ottend to the meke-~up etc. He is given the most setonishing freecdom by
the teachers. One dey, when the printers sent sn urgent note that a whole
page needstto be filled, our editor is allowed to stop his cless work end
ettend to the job. He ettends to it, right there in the class-room, by
inventing @ "Kid's Corner" end filling it with the first instelment of e
feiry story, ambitiously designed elong the lines of Alice in Wonderlend,
and deshed off while the printer's boy weits.,

The mggezine duly eppeers, in a wright green cover and with sixteen
pages of solid type. The first psge conteins o dignified welcome by the
Heeds - the second pege bas en article by the Editor; the third pege is
devoted to & splash opening of the "superb" adventure story, with the
Editor's neme as. suthor. The seme nome eppeors agein end agein through-
out the 1saue. .In fect it is elmost the only neme, most of the other
would-be suthors having turned.out to be & flop.
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The megezine is eegerly bought end studied, The Editor weits
breethlessly for the verdict, especielly for comments on his superb new
adventure seriel, He is sent for by the Heed. "It's e very good effort,"
seys he, "end a greet credit to you end to the school. Quite the best
thing in it is thet little feiry story...." Not e word ebout the superd
new seriely mnot o word ebout the score of other brillient contributions
by the Editor. And he's knooked off that feiry story just to fill out e
blenk pege - @ scruffy, nondescript little morsel flung to the kide of the
junior forms. '"Quite the best...!" What about thet superb Royston
Drake seriel?

A week later, the locel newspeper comes out with e review, in which
Mr. Royston Dreke and his suthor ere dismissed in e single scid sentence:
"It scems obvious that the young suthor is en unconscious plagiarist, and
thet he had been indulging too freely in certasin well-known boys' 'Bloods'
JRLAL &

One more issue of the school magezine eppeered. - Then the printers
went bust, the schoolboys fell down on their subsoriptions, the sdvertisers
beceme intensely interested in something else, snd the megazine quietly ead
unobtrusively feded out, unmourned, unhonoured end UNsSUNg....

=

Part III

Life in Rhodesie - ot eny rote in those deys - was e queer, contrasted
affair of sultry epathy snd lightning chenges. Most of the days were :
dragged out in sweltering heat end one got the impression thet nothing ever
happened. Yet, in the next few yesrs, the editor-clect's 1life was crowded
with incident. RO

He left the school end got & job as 2 clerk in en suctioncer's office ~
hours 6 e.m., $¢ 6 pem. Then he met up with a chep who was sterting a new
weekly journel end got teken on the steff as Drematic Critic, for no better
reason then the fact that he wes med on the stege and hed the gift of the
geb,  Or perhaps the fellow who wes sterting the paper thought he'd got
hold of some cheep labour, since he offered e selary half that of the
auctioneer's clerk eand then, as often es not, forgot to pay it.

For ebout & year, your editor worked on thet peper, writing long and
pompous articles ebout - of 21l things ~ the London Theetre end inecluding
in his progremme ecademic discussions on the ert of acting. Just ebout
this time, Bernerd Shew's Pygmelion with ite Femous Neughty Word sppeered,
end your Editor wrote o specinl erticle which he celled "George B-~- Shaw",
attacked the sage in indignant end wrathful terms.

But his big chenge ceme when the town was visited by a2 touring
drematic company, the first for many yeers, He was commissioned to do -
the write-up of their shows end hie first criticism conteined en atteck on
the orchestra, which he sccused of "churning out unsuiteble music in e jerky
end inconsequent menner"., The next night, at the theatre, he was ambushed,
during the intervel, in e derk spot at the back of the theatre. The '
orchestra made & ring round him end the conductor - who happened to be @
very fat and shrewish locel ledy - demanded on instent epology. He refused -
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end hed his fece soundly slepped! Next morning, he was told at the office
thet he wes not to write eny more dremetic or musicel criticisms!  About

e month leter, when he turned up one dey to work, he found the office
deserted. The founder of the paper had decemped with whatever was in the
safe, end left the steff - consisting of two other fellows - strended end
without their pey. The peper itself promptly expired.

- After thet, he decided thet held better go on the stasge. He had
ebout five shillinge in the w rlds but he olso had unlimited eudacity.
He contrived,-(by means which he has since completely forgotten, but
probebly with thet femous gift of the geb) to collect a nondescript company,
consisting of enthusiestic emeteurs, e couple of old professionels, end
gome other humen odds end ends, end wrote and reheersed a set of one-act
plays. . He then hired the local theatre - hed progremmes and posters
printed end distributed - end got some of the locel bigwigs, including the
meyor end the parson, to give the show their "distinguished patronage".

It must be emphasised here thet life in Rhodesia in those days wes
rether heppy go lucky. It is very much to be doubted whether enyone could
bring ‘off such & bluff, with scercely e cent in his pocket, nowadeys! But
the show went on - end surprieingly it wes & tremendous success. It peid
all expenses and — thenks to the voluntery end most cheritaeble surrendering
of* his salaery by & very Junior member of the back-stege staff - it even
provided & profit .of ten shillings! On the strength of that, your editor,
now regerding himself es a thoroughly professionsl =ctor, decided to rig
up & tour, .And a few weeks lster he and his scratch company, complete
with posters, handbills, leaflets end what-not, set out by trein - on

. borrowed money - to visit ell the neighbouring towne =nd villeges within.

en eree of some three hundred miles, end to offer them a series of plays,
written and produced by himself and whet he was pleased to call hils
"New London Company", ,

- "8ix weeks later, the tour ended ebruptly with the diseppesrance of
the businesc meneger with all the t&ings., And the compeny, including
your hero, found itself strended in 2 dorp (villege) e hundrod odd miles

- from the nearest important town.

Time marches on. We next find our hero instelled as sub-editor on a
local deily in oné of Rhodesis's principel towns, He hes forsaken the
gstege end gone back to the pen. If we went to know how he got there, or
how he extricated himself end his dremetic compeny from the mess they hed
got into, we must reflect on the cheering fect that in Rhodesie 2ll things
ere possible, provided you have enough guts - or cheek.

By this time, our hero wes beginning to get interested, even fascin-
ated, in a certein line drewing of e rether hendsome building which hed
appeered in one of the boys' pepers edited by Hemilton Edwerds. The
building wes at that time brand new end H.,E. wes proudly presenting the
picture of it to his resders, telling them that it wee the new home of the
Compenion Journels end wes celled "The Fleetway House.' The eddress wes
London B.,C.4+ - & matter of TO00 miles ewsy. But our hero took no account
of time or spece. He made & mentel note -thet the Fleetwey House wes to be

- his future home. And as he wes just then earning barely enough to pey his
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lodging, it seems thet he wos e nerticulerly bright optimist. Nevertheless,
he got there., And in precisely five yesrs from the date of that mental
note! It scemed o long time to weit; but he wes very youthful - only just
into his twenties -~ and time has o way of dregging when one is & young men
in a hurry.

How did he get there?  How does one get enywhere when one is young
end full of fleming feith? Up hill end down dele, in work end out of work,
fighting, struggling, scrimping ond seving, going hell-for-leether ot it
and keceping the eye slweys on the bell, Thet is not egotism. It is only
the ordinery recipe of any really embitious fellow,

Anywey, there he wes - & very Junior member of that vest organizaticm,
entering the building for the first dey cof his duties sometime towards the
end of 1920. And in the course of the next twelve months he peetered the
direotors with one idea after enother connected with the starting of & new
boys' paper - the sort of paper, he insisted, that would teke the world by
storm, The sort of peper that would "fill e long felt want"., . Time end
agein the directors turned him downy but one morning about 2 year leter,
he was summoned to the office of the Big White Chief... "Well}" said the.
B.W.C., "You've got what you went, And the title w:lll be---"  Ha broke
off end scribbled something on the mergin of & newspeper and passed it
scross. Just two words: THE CHAMPION.

, That wes where Life reslly begen to Open Up. The annOunc:sment by the
B.W.C., was made neer Christmes end the new paper wes to be reedy for publia
cetion by the letter pert of Jenuery. Our hero wes given e smell room on-
the top floor, furnished with e smell desk end e chair - mothing elsé, - He
waes elso ellowed the eervices of en office boy. He wes given no instriude
tions beyond being told to "get on with it", It wes assumed by the Powems
that, having submitted go many idees ond dummies, he must know precisely
whet to do. Whet he did know - sbout the technicelities of the job.-~ wes
precisely nil. He couldn't even score up & line drewing for the block-
mekers or compute & page of menuscript for the composing room! But he
dared not breethe 2 word of thet. He had to find out for himself - .
secretly, cunningly, without erousing dire suspicions concerning his own
totel inedequecy for the job!

The next six weeks pessed in & whirl of surreptitious excitement. = How
he found his wey ebout, let elone gethered togethcr the small army of
writers, ertists ond others who were soon to become femous through the pages
of THE CHAMPION, would teke too long to tell, It meent working =t =11
hours, even in one's sleep ~- and somehow he never felt tiredl

The grest dey dewned - Januery 28, 1922 -~ when No. 1 of THE CH.MPION
eppeered on the bookstells. It pessed literelly unnoticed by the editor
and his steff (ene office boy) as they were far too busy preparing No,5 =
work was always a month &t leest ahead.

Seversl weeks passed., - Then one dey he was summoned to the office of
the Boss of Bosses, who smiled, offered him 2 nicé& armcheir end o cigoarette,
esked aftcr his health, 2nd suddenly seid: "How do you eccount for the
phenomenel success of your new paper?' And your editor, quite sincerely,
blinked et him and enswered, "Is it o success? I didn't know, I've been
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Success was messured not only in finenciel returms -~ which were
chiefly the concern of the publishers. It wes revealed in o hunired other
weys - the sudden, almost stertling increese of the editoriel staff, from
one office boy to ten end leter fourteen sub-editors end » ledy secretery
for the Editor - spelt now with o capitel E. It procleimed itself on the
mditor's desk in the shane of more then 200 letters s dey from delighted
readers. It burst into the office -~ or, rather, suite of offices now ——
in the shape of excited, enthusiestic suthors and ertists. It clamoured
from helf-a-dozen telephones and a dozen clettering typewriters., ind it
shouted itself hoarse from posters plastered up and down the country
ennouncing THE CHAMPION - THE P.PiR WITH THE PERSONAL TOUCH.

But perhaps it spoke most eloguently to the Editor himself when, one
by one, he met in person so meny of those wonderful people who hed been his
"heroes" as o boy ~ the writers end ertists who had helped to fill the
pages of the dear old Big Budget and whom he had set out to discover, to
meet personally:« end to invite them to bring the old B,B, to life sgein
in The Chempion,

And the climex of it 2ll wes when the man who mede the Big Budget -
the men to whom he himself hed written es a smell boy end with whom he had
kept up & correspondence gll down the years - opened the door of his office
end wes invited within to discuss e new serisl. That was, indeced, an
historic meeting. Without undue egotism, one feels it ought to have been
perpetuated by some greot artist in the form of en oil peinting!!

B WV - Mershall - "Arthur Brooke" - perhaps the grestest of o1l boya‘
éditors. The men who hed packed more thrillsiinto this Editor's 1life then
enyone or enything else et all, The men who hed indeed proved to be a
reel friend to at leest ome of his countless readers - who, incidentally,”’
performed meny an act of greet kindliness during those ensuing yeors both
to the Editor and his wife. A quiet, courteous gentlemen, in the best
sense of the word, & men with 2 heart of gold. Mey his memory be tressured

Well, there, for what it is worth, is the story, in brief, of the
educetion of #n editor, What followed those eerly deys is largely inci-
dental.  The Chempion was quickly joined by severel others --— Pluck (new
gseries, but ectuclly a new dress for an old peper celled Sport end Adventure
Young Britein (elso new series, but, eles, o deed dog from the start) end
The Rocket, en' entirely new paper on "different" lines. And of course '
The Champion Annual.

But sctuelly, there was only one paper - The Chempion., Into it wes
pecked all that ite editor believed in, all his boyhood dreams, all his
embitions, ell hig hopes, all his feith. And it atteined to a ciroulation
which wes reputed to be the highest in the history of boys' journalism, It
was more then a success - it wes o sensetion. And that was due to the
emazing enthusiasm end cooperation of writers, ertists end steff - e megni-
ficent bend of loyalists who worked for the love of the job, snd whose
loyalty and enthusiesm shone from every pege of every one of the 130 issues
which were personally controlled by this editor.

During that period of 130 issues, The Champion never once left the
editor's personal control. The other papers had to be delegated, but
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The Champion remained jeelously guarded. Bvery single word of every
Editoriel Chat was written by the Fditor himself. = TEvery story, every
article, every drawing, wes chosen and decided upon by him personslly.
Even on his holidays, he always insisted that proofs should be sent to him.,
Never for a moment was his hend off the helm. Agein, thet is not spoken
in conceit but only out of sincerity end enthusissm and & deep and abiding
love for the job. The Chempion is still running - 27 yeers efterwerds.

It is no longer the peper it wes; indeed, it is todesy completely unrecog-
nizable. But it has never ceesed publicetion; and one mey perhaps be
pardoned for feeling just e little pride in thet reflection.

Over sgeinst that, there must in honesty be recorded e feeling of
deep regret. Boys' pepers todey are & perody, & cericature of what they
once were. = Even allowing for inevitable changes in feshion, one feels
thet there is & grievous gep, # sore need for something as healthy, cleen,
boisterous, exciting and sane as used to be aveilable to the younger &
generetion in the strengely unreel years before the two world wers. This
editor is - and alweys hes been - old-fashioned enough to believe thet he
owed & responsibility to his resders, that it wes up to him to try to give.
them not only the best in reeding metter but the best in humen values. Not
to preach or teech but to imply, by the nsturc of the stuff presented, that
kind of clean, decent, civilised living which is the rew material of the 3
best in the British cheracter. ;

o Todey it all seems 8o naive end unsophisticated, Todny, people smile
behind tieir hands if it is as much as mentioned. But are they, after o11,
eny better off for being deprived of it? Or were their parents end’ grand—
perents, perheps, the luckier in heving hed so much thet wes rich in clean,
decent reading metter, so much thet hes become unforgetteable, so much thet
hes become for them today e matter of wistful noetalgia, a deep-end seere%
régret for days that heve died?

o o S S

FIVE SHILLINGS each offered for Bunter and D'arcy present-
ation plates, given away with New Series (1919) Penny Popular
Nos.l and 2. Leonard Packman, 27, 4rchdale Road, East Dul-
wich, London, S.E.16.

THE COLLECTORS' MISCELIANY: 4 printed journal for all Col-
lectors of old Boys Books. Specimen copy ls.3d. Parks,
Printer, Saltburn-by-Sea, Yorkshire. :

Wy NTED: TFor Collection; Magnets prior to No.890. Gems prior
to No.1,000. Populars, S.0.L's. Holiday Annuals, Nelson Lees,
Boys Friende, Pre-war Champions, Triumphs, Hotspurs, Rovers,
Pilots, Rangers, Adventures, Wizards, and Sklppers. Good -
grices praid. Books with School Stories only. P.Willett,

7, Ford Bridge Road, 4shford, Middlesex. :

WANTED: Sexton Blakes, present series, many numbers. e Osborn,
24, Harpur Street, Bedford.
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'I“huase {(UERE the NPﬂooCMf

By Herbert Leckenby

Penny Dreedfuls! Blood and Thunders! ‘Penny Bloods! I wonder
who couined the phreses. He, or they, probebly did so just sbout o century
agd, &nd their nemes are lost in the mists of time, MAnyway, they started
something,for the phreses heve pessed into the English language, and
through succeeding gencrations epplied to every juvenile journal which
hes found o haven in a schoolboy's pocket.

In the beginning they were terms of condemnetion, reproech, the
explenation for every crime committed by weywerd youth, Of late ycers
they ere heerd meny times end oft, but more often then not they are used
good-~humouredly, @lmost in tonce of effection, end rightly so, for the
real "bloods" died long, long fgo.

.In all probebility the phreses were given to the world through an
exeminatiors of the publication of Edward Lloyd, the Newsegents' Publishing
Company, &nd others who flourished in the Hungry Forties, publications
which glorified the highwayman, the hecadsmen, the heangmen, and pirates of
the seven seess, stories with such titles s "The Sees Fiend"y "The Renger
of the Tomb" "Tven the Terrible", or "The Derk Deeds of Night"s "Darc-
Devil Dick", or, "The Boy King of the Smugglers'j; "Starlight Nell, Queen
of the Highwaymen"; "The Skeleton Crew" or '"Wildfire Ned"; "hAdmirel Tom,
King of the Boy. Bucceneers" . end "The Dence of Deeth". or "The Hengmen's
Plot",

Luscious, blood-curdling, tempting sort of food for the boys of thé
"Hungry ‘Forties, weren't they?

Well, let us have o glence at the contents of some of them. Thore
weg"Varney the Vempyre" or "The Feast of Blood", for instence. It's one
of the' most femous of the "bloods", but you won't find it lying sbout in
gome old bockshop, so it's no use looking. It ren to 220 chepters in
this fashion: - :

"phe figure turns helf round snd the light fells upon its face.
It is perfectly white, perfectly bloodless., The eyes look like
polished tiny the lips ere drewn back, ond the principal feature
next to those dresdful eyecs is the teeth, projecting like those of
some wild enimel...., He advences. The girl places one small foot
from the bed on the floor. She is unconsciously dragging the
clothing with hor. The door of the room is in that direction - cen
she reach it?

"jith o sudden rush that could not be foreseen,with e strange
howling ery thet was enough to weken terror in every bresst, the
figure seized the long tresses of her hair, ond twining them round
his bony hends, he held her to the beds..  With & plunge he seizes
her neck in his feng-like teeth - @ gush of blood end e hideous
noise follows. - The girl hes swooned and the vempire is at his
hideous repesti"
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Yes, Varney the Vempyre was e blood!  Another equolly femous, if not
even more 8o, was '"Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet Street", Tod
Sleughter, of course, mede a good end emusing pley ocut of it, but he
evidently toned down his script, for turning to pege 305 st random we find
this,

"Go on, Lupin,

Bury your victim,

But don't think yourself so very sefe yet:

It is en o0ld saying thet 'Murder will out'.

Do you think thet yours will prove the exception?

From & recess in the well Lupin had dragged & coffin.

It was an old one and rether rotten, so that by the aid of a
small crowbar that he had there - whet use did Lupin find for a
crowber in the veult® bencath his chapel?

Was it to rip open the coffin end rob even the deed?

Well, well, by the aid of the orowbar he soon forced open the
1id of the coffin.

He stood in it then, and stemped down the remeins with his fcet
to make room for the murdered wody.

Mrs. Ockley sickened et the ewful sight.

She had not quite expected to see such 2 horror es that,

It appeared to her at the moment to be worse than the murdcr

. ebove stairs,
3 She felt giddy end faint es she wetched the ghoul-like decd.

When he hed flettened the nearly decayed body in the coffin es
much a8 he could, he lifted the corpse of his victim from the floor

' of the vault.

He was, of course. going to treed down the deed body of her he
had murdered, in the seme way thet he had alrecady trodden down the
half-decomposed one in the coffin,

Mrs. Oskley heard him treading ——"

No, I think that's enough to prove that Sweency Todd was hardly a
suitable story to read by lamp-light whilst in the house alone,

Grim, fentestic stories still come out of Flecet Street, but hardly
one to equeal thet. And yet, come to think of it, wasn't John George
Heigh, of recent sordid memory, reputed to have drunk the blood of his
victims, end a certain Neville Heeth waen't exectly gentlemenly in the
wey he treated his victims.

And now for a chenge, something to reise a smile, though doubtless
the suthor did not intend it that wey. 1It's pert of o chepter from
YThree Boy Crusoes" or "Perseverence and Indolence". Nice, sober title,
isn't it?

"ihen George Merridew uttered that ory of horror on finding that
either the tree or the rope had given weay, for the moment he knew
not which, he was near enough to the ledge whexeon wes the hest he
had descended for, to catch it with one hand.

Thus for & second he hung until he could grasp it with the other,
while the rope and tree went whirling past, in such close proximity
that they nearly hurled him from his hold,
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That they had not done so seemed but a brief reprieve from a fate
which our hero believed to be ineviteble.

His position, in fect, was most perilous.

Above, wes some twenty feet of rock, which owing to ite slightly
overhenging the base, mede it impossible to climb, while beneath
extended neerly fifty feet of, to George's first glence, olear per-
pendicular. cliff, .

Well for him that he had been accustomed to look out from the
. mestheed, or that downwerd glence st the waves dashing beneath would
heve upset his brein, ceusing him to let go his grip.

As it wes, his heed felt giddy, his heert sick.

Whatever was he to do?

To shout for help would be uaaless.

Could he raise himself on the ledge?

Impossible.

It wes but the merest projection, suffioient to support and
protect the nest, out of which the heeds of the young birds were
crening, . while they screemed es if in derision at his peril.

. .. 'Certeinly the victory's on your side now,' thought George.
'Merciful heaven, aid me! Whet must I do?'

Agein he looked below.

. His, brein was steadier now.

It did not reel.

Then he thought he'd try e shout,

- But as. he did so, the ses-wirds scemed to shriek louder, and to
fly closer, flepping thelr wings almost in his face.

*It is useless,'! muttered the poor young fellowy 'they'd never
hear me, . Good-bye, dear mother; good-bye, Stella, and the rest.

T wonder if Stella will ever know how I got into this streit. I
hope she may.'

He thought of the bright pratty girl.

Of how her cyes had brightened on his return, of her pleasurc et
his delight in the Union Jack she hed made for them.

Of what her grief would be when his body waes found, if it ever
were, 8t the foot of the rocks.

. 'And dear good Faith, too.'

Wes it that word 'Faith', or Stella's grief, or the thought of
the Union Jack, thet suddenly seemed to cndow our hero with fresh
courege?

Certein it is new energy _came upon him, and he exclaimed.

'Tt's all very well to talk of the Union Jack of old England,
but when did eny British seilor give in without en-effort?. I, George
Merridew, will not be the first to do so, at eny rate! Never soy
die shall be my motto'."

And there we will leave the 'poor young fellow', but I can &ssure

L 4

you he got out of his predicement ell right, just es did Pearl White in
the films of old. "Faith", by the way, had nothing to do with Hope and
Charity but was another young ledy. Whether she or Stellea became his
bride I em uneble to sey, for I haven't got tlie end of the stoxy.
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Stories of highwaymen were, of course, legion in days of yore. Thay
were usually much wronged gentlemen who had been driven from home. ~ One
such was "Sixteen-String Jeck, the Nobleée-Hearted Hithayman" as the copy
before me has it,

His surneme wes Renn end in the first chapter we find him denouncing
a scoundrel, thuss

"'Villain,' cried Rann, 'oh, miserable villain!' My soul revolts at
holding converse with you: but I will strive to control my pagsion, mnd
finish my tesk in comparative coolness, Hark ye! In disguise -I gought
out your wife in the condemned hole et Newgete., I found her there, with
her poor innocent babe slumbering in her lep. I sew her anguish, snd at
a glance I discovered her innocence, I nade myself knowm to her, for

she well remembered my parents, heeven rest them! I told her I was pre-
pared to devote myself to her rescue, and drew from her the real facts of
the case, which, in pity for you, she had long concesled.’' She told me
that you hed drewn Derfield to your house, thet you had plemned his murder,
end thet the crime wes commuted by Frencis Austin, enother cousin of the
murdered men, end, ofter your wife, the next heir to the property which
had long tempted him:to erime. She furthertold me ‘that she ¥mew you

were in lecague with this wretch to effect a division of the property after
her leath which you sought to bring ebout by systematic ill-usege ond
diebolical cruelties, but thatin spite of all, she hed determimed to die,
and thus save you snd your brother murderer from the scaffold. I swore
to’ her thatshe should be seved, but she mede me promisenot to‘compromise
you, I am prepared to treet with you'now. Write e confession of the
murder, regerdless of the sefety of your wife's cousin, #nd I will deliver
to you the¢ papers by which T tempted you here. Refuse, 'rnd I will make
you o prisoner, end drag you to justice atthe risk of my own naoﬁ ¥

'T will refuses!

'Tempt me not, I am e desperante men!' LR ree

'You ore @& villain, who would endeovour to frighten me into » con-
fession of & orime committed by my wife.!

'You lie, and you know I speck thc truth.!'

'I do not know it,' e

"Tempt me not, I say, or the sceffold will be your doom.®

'Die, dogl' said Frnest Meolvers drewing o pistol from his pocket,
ond prusontinp it ot Renm's heod but fortunntely the first missed, md
no harm wes donc,

In o second, Rann wag at the throat of his opponent, and grasping
him in a vice of irom, he wrested the weecpon from him ond left him
powerless."

Apparently the highweymen with 2 noble heort hod a gift of oratéry,
too, and one wonders why the villein letit go on so long before "drawing
a pistol from his pocket". However, it o1l helped to spread the story
out,

A notorious exemple of an eerly blood wes "The Wild Boys of London"
or "The Children of the Night", notorious because it wes said to have
been suppressed by the police. As T don't went our "Annual" to suffer
a like fete, I'11 quote e few of the milder paragrephs, takem from
Chapter 981
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"Mat frightened by a Ghogt"

"je must now return to Mergeret, the envied mistress of the
gavege burglar, the lovely voluptuous beesuty, who chermed elmost
every beholder, end who had fallen so low as to live with & common
Wurglar. :

In spite of the muny temptations she hed, she had been true to
the soulless enimal, for he wes little better, until she beheld
Relph Montreal. :

Relph, the hendsome deshing adventurer, whose derk eyes were
filled with pession when he first ®eheld her.

And in thet look he geve the warm blood mounted to her besutiful
fece, end she felt herself from that moment his sleove.

Yeés, she loved him with thet wild love peculiar to = creature 80

pessionate.
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And on that night when he come to employ Michael Sevege, that
night when the ruffien was from home, Ralph- epent the evening in her
sooiety.

And when she closed the door upon. him, her heart beat wildly at
the thought of his return when Micheel would be absent, gone to
seerch in Grenthem's house for those pepers 80 important to the
restoration of & ruined fm ily.

There was something in her heightened colour end sparkling eyes
that aroused Micheael's suSpicion,for when she- entered the ‘room he
growled,

"Whet has thet dare-~devil fellow said to you, Margaret'«"'

The woman looked streight into his eyes end enswered,

"Nothing, why do you esk?'

'Because your cheeks burn gnd your eyes Sparkle.

'Pshaw, you're Jealous.' v

'No, Mergaret, I am not; were such the case I would-'..!

'You would what?!'

Michaeel's face became purple end he hissed, 'I would o.ut your
throat as you lay in bed esleep, for none but I ahall everposseas
you,' :

Phew! no wonder greatv-grandfether got :lnto trouble if ha' was found
with "The Wild Boys of London" in his possession., '

The gentle sex would appesr to have had e rough time quite often in
the pages of the old Ybloods'!', Here's the feir Minnie, for. instance,
apparently & more virtuous demsel then Mergaret.. The ea:trebt is token
from "Ned Nimble Amongst the Indiene" or "The Secret of the Phantom Cave".

(Ned was & popular cheracter in the Jack Harkewey era). Mi!mie ﬁad been
carried off by one Bill Boaster. ;

"Boaster drew a breath of relief, ;
He drew his hend from Minnie's mouth., ; L,

'Speek not, breathe not,' he whispered, 'we are eu.rrounded by
denger and death,’ : ,

'Ned, Ned!' moaned Minnie.,

'Fooll gilence!l! hissed Boester. 'Would you destroy us both?!

"Wretchl! seid Minnie. 'Oh, Heaven! am I still in your power?'

'Girll' hissed Boaster in her ear. 'I love you to madness,
but by Heaven I will kill you if you speak!' .

1Kill me - in mercy kill mel' she gasped,

'No, no,' he seid quickly. . 'I would seve you, for I love you.
Oh, Minnie, be merciful to me! 'Tis for your seke - yours. I pray
you utter no sound.

'Let me go to Ned, let me gol!

'0h, Heaven, she will bring ruin and death upon.us both,'
muttered Boaster.

'Ned! Oh Ned, where are you?'

'I must be cruel to save her and myself,' muttered Boaster.
'Minnie, blame me not, bleme only yourself for this.'

He thrust one hand over her mouth and with the other tore away
a portion of her dress.

",‘_
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Then he thrust her linen between her teeth, snd fastening it
behind her head, gagged her mouth.

Hoving gegged Minnie's mouth, Boester tore enother strip from
her dress end tied her hands behind her.

"Minnie,' he whispered, 'You make me cruel where I would be kind:
I who love you medly.'"

Iucky for Minnie ledies were well clothed in those deys. However,
there we must leeve her to be rescued by Ned =non.

Finally we'll turn to "Conrad the Rover", No, 141 of the Boys' Weckly
Novelette, one halfpenny. The scene is the state cabin of the "Arrogent",
end here fre more ladies in distress,

"As Conred enteredthis gorgeous stateroom, & hendsome, eristo-
cratic matron rose from her seet to receive them, while her daughter,
e beautiful girl clung to her bosom, blushing and trembling with fear
end embarressment.

Conred, in his eagerncss to set his feir ceptives at their cese,
by the assurence that with the most delicate respect, had hurried
below. and entered the stateroom somewhet brusquely.

. He recoiled, however, not & little abashed by the heughty end
frigid eir with which the matron waved him back, but recovering him-
-gelf, he wowed profoundly.
*A thousend perdons, m=dem, for this intrusion upon your privaecy -
. he wes beginning, when the lady cut him short with chilling disdain.
; *Being ewere, sir, into whose hands we have fellen, we can be
surprised et no sct of” insult or violence of which we are to be made
the viotims,' ghe seid, in & quivering voice, while the lovely girl
in her emdrece sobbed #s though her heart wouBl breek; 'but there is
et leest one resource left us, one mesns by which we cen free ourselves
from the control even of the desperate end powerful ruffisn who regerds
us a8 his prisomers. I shell neither fear nor yet hesitete to use
these meens if urged to extremity. If you dare to approach one step
upon ue I will plunge this knife into the heart of my deer child with
my own mother hend.!'

As she spoke sherraised e gleaming blade with e look of such
fiexry determination ss to show plainly that she wes quite capeble of
holding to her word.

'Medem, for shemel' seid Conrad, the blood mounting to his temples, |
'Pray do not telk so reshly. Put dowvn the deggers I would rether ;
wear it in my own heert, than see you clutch it even for e passing
moment; with so deeedful, end, I may edd, insene a purpose. Doubt-
less my charscter has been misrepresented to you, and has been set in
the worst light, yet I cannot believe that the most slenderous of my
enemies have dared to accuse me of went of respect and consideretion
for your revered sex. Tda many notorious ecte of mine tend to dis-
prove thet calumny et least,'

Lady Mountchensy, for such wes the' lady's ‘neme snd title, felt
the force of this argument, for Conrasd's chivelrous courtesy end
gentlemenly treatment of his femele prisoners were well known.
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The cloud gradually pessed from the metron's high smd intellec-
tual browy she even smiled feintly.

'If you pursue the course you have commenced so hendsomely, you
will deserve our wermest gretitude," seid the meatron: 'Rosalie, my
love,' she added, kissing her deughter, "give your hend to Captain
Marston and return him our mutusl thenks for his kindness.,'

Conred reised the little hend end touched it reverently with his.
lips."

Terrors for telking, these misjudged héroes of old, weren't they?

Well, those are just & few typical examples, blood-thirsty, crude,
amueing, illiterate, teken at random from the stories published in placid
mid-Victorian days, and which brended "penny dreadfuls", "3lcod and thunder"
on weekly Jjournels for boys for evermore. But who cercs what's in a name?

et

BRIDGES, T.C:

(Thomns Cherles). Born 1864, died 1944 . Also yrote s
Christopher Beck. Best remembercd for his fine serials nbout
Peaddy Leary, three of which appeared in the Boys Reelm. "Paddy
Leary's Schooldeys", "Paddy Leary's Millionaire", fnd "Paddy
Leery's Brother"; also wrote the first story for the 1d Union
Jock (1903) "§ith Pick snd Lemp". Worked frequently for ndult

epers like "Penny Pictorial". Was & friend of Devid Goodwins
%Sidnoy Gowing). Wrotc his nutobiography "From Floride to
Fleet Strecet". Judging by letters written not long beforc his
death was onc of those fricndly, approncheblc fellows it would
have beon & pleasurc to heve at the 01d Boys Book Club Mcct-
ings. \ %

CHARTERIS, LESLIE :

Borm 12th May, 1907, bingﬂpore. Real name, Leslie Ch@irlcs
Bower, the son of a Chinesc Surgeon snd English mother. Went
to ‘mericeé during the war, and &pplied for citizenship. Not
prominently connected with boys' weeklies, but several of his
popular "Saint" gtories appeared in the "Thriller".

CHESTER, GILBERT:

Best known for his Sexton Bleke yarns of which he wrote
dozens. Outstanding were his earlier ones in which Gilbert
and Eileen Hale, the latter & provocative, heartless, little
"beggage". Chester had a crisp style, in the Yankee menner,
and was fond of somewhat complicated plots, somectimes tying
the loose ends a little untidily. He 6lso had n habit of
bringing in Blake about the half-why stage.

Don't forget to complete end return the Voting Paper
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_éﬁ\iba.l:iom G’mgfria.ys & St-éin'\}s Atories in (Nagnet & Gem Jibraries

By John R. Shaw

(Foreword. - Nearly three yeers ego o list of the St.Jim's #nd
Greyfriers stories not written by Cherles Hemilton was published im Sur.
contemporary The Collector's Miscelleny. They werc compiled efter much
study by John Shew, who, it will be cordially egreed knows more about the
stories than enyone. Now, sincc they were published & great deal hes
happened. Many o0ld readers of the stories have had the desire to collect
end reed them agein (this to o considersble extent is due to the publice-
tion of "Boys Will Be Boys"). Meny of these new-comers to our circle
were unaware thet there were stories not written by the original Mertin
Clifford, Frenk Richerds. Frequently during the yeer I heve hed ¢
letter saying something like this. "I have been reoding Megnet No, ——.

It hes me puzzled. It wes not & bit like Frenk Richerds. The plot wes
ridiculous end the whole story crudely written. If Frank Richerds wrote
it I con only say he wes completely off form." Well, I hsve of course
hed to write and tell the puzzled reeder that the simple explanetion was
that the reel Frank Richards did not write it at 211, Then followed a
request for an explanetion.

There's something else toco. During the past three years prices have
inevitably increesed considersbly. Devotees ere willing to pay the price,
but only beccuse of their admiretion for the work of Charles Hemilton.
Therefore, when they find they heve noid 2/6 for e crude imitation written
by some obscure "heck", they naturelly feel o little sore about it. Ve
therefore decided to republish the lists in the Annuel with the eddition
of o few numbers since discovered by John Shaw, '

The circumstences concerning these imitstions in the eerly yeors of
the two pepers meke in themselves & perplexing ond extreordinary story.
It may heve been necessary for verious reasons to use stories by substi-
tutes. In view of the undoubted ertistry of Charles Hemilton one would
have naturelly thought they would have hended the responsibility to some
experienced end competent esuthor who could have turned out en adequate
story even if he cculd not cepture that elusive touch of the master.
Occasionclly such o writer did deputise. Edwy Seerles Brooks was one,
Clive Fenn enother, but in the grest mojority of ceses the A.P, scemed
content to gccept stories from individuals thet would have been no credit
to an office boy who had been bottom of his form et school.

One such had one solitery idee which he trotted out time end time
egein ~ a series of sport events between the schools which he described
in the memner of o eub reporter on a fifth-rete country newspeper.

- Not only thet, for these "temporerids" mrde 21l sorts of ridiculous
and exasperating ‘mistekes despite the fact thet all the St.Jim's and
Greyfriars dete were aveileble.

Why -the A.P. wes content to switéh from the sublime to the ridiculous,
from gold to dross, from a story which was & delight to read one week to
one which was sheer trash the next, wes to sey the leest inexpliceble,

However, there is hope thet some dey when the long aweited "Auto-
biogrephy of "Prenk Richards" is published, tﬁis streng% chepter in the
history of the two fromous pepers will be expleined. And now I will leeve

it to John Shew. - H.L.) (48)



ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ I T e R

Mest collectors of "Magnets" end "Gems" now know thet the femous :
writer of boys' stories Mr. Cherles Hemilton originated Greyfrisrs and
St.Jim's and wrote the majority of the stories about both of them.

The "Megnet Library" ren to 1683 numbers: of these Nr, Hemilton wrote
approximately 1380.

The totel number of "Gems" (including the $d. scries of the years
1908-08) is 1711, 404 "Gems" (Nos. 1221 to 1624) contein St.Jim's storiee
reprinted from easrly "Gems"., Of the 1301 originel St.Jim's stories printed
in the "Gem" Library the genuine Martin Clifford wrote sbout 7680. ~ As the
St.Jim's stories in the 404 "Gems" conteining reprints were neerly all
written by Mr, Hemilton, it means thet more thon two-thirds of the totel
numbers of "Gems" contein genuine stories,  This is egédin e very high
proportion.,

The imitetions were printed for reesons known only to the editors, and
without the permission of Mr, Hemilton, who strongly objected to the
inferior work of hack writers appeering under his pen-nemes, - All are very
unsetisfectory as stories of Greyfriers end St.Jim's schools, #nd only e
very few are worth reading for their own seke., The worst of these imite-
tions were printed in both papers during the years 1916 to 1921, end 1n
the "Gem" during 1928 to 1931.

. The following lists are the result of meny months of study mede during
theé second World Wer., The writer wishes gratefully to ecknowledge some
valuable help given him by Mc., Hemilton et that time,

, "Megnets" conteining imitation Greyfriors stories ere es follows'-

85, 87, 99, 116, 165, 260, 287, 313, 317, 321, 347, 349, 351, 353, 361,
377, 385, 388, 390, 394, 405, 411, 414, 417, 421, 424, 426, 427, 430, 432,
436, 440, 448-49, 451, 454, 464, 466, 468, 472, 476-81, 484, 486, 495,
499-500, 506, 509, 512-14, 520, 523-24, 527, 529, 535, 538, 544-45, 54950,
552, 557, 562, 564-6T, 573, 581, 588. 591-92, 594-96, 598-99, 601-11, 616,
618-39, 641-42, 644-48, 650, 652-59, 665-Bl, (83-88, 690-92, 694~703,
710-14, 716-19, 722, 724-28, T30-36, T40-42, 746-47, 1544, 7625 16T TT5%. .4
T77-78, 780, 785-86, 788, 790-92. 800-05, 813, 815-18, 824-25, 827, 831-33,
835-40, 842, 844-45, 847, 849-53, 856-57, 861, 870-72, 878, 889-92, 894-95,
898, 901-05, 918-22, 932-41, 943-44, 949, 952-55, 972, 974, 980, 991 993,
1006, 1014, 1030, 1053-55, 1058, 1077, 1083, 1091, 1108-09, 1152-53, 1189,
1220 .

\

These cre all the imitetions discovered by the writer in the "Magnet
Librery". (See note et the end of tkis erticle.)

There ere no imitetion St.Jim's stories smong those printed in the
44, series of "Gems', dated 1907-08. This serics of 48 numbers conteins
only 42 stories of St.Jim's school, e8 edventure stories, written by four
different suthors, form the mein contents of Nos. 1,2,4,6,8 and 10, These
are the only numters of the “Gem Library" thet do not contein stories sbout
the boys of St.Jim'e.

The following is o list of the imitetion St. Jim's stories printed in
the "Gem Library during the yecre 2008 to 1931.
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-113-14, 118, 120, 122, 125, 128, 131, 133, 135, 137, 143, 146, 156, 164,

Nos. 53, 55, 57, 59, 62, 65, 68, 77, 88, 90, 95, 98, 100, 105, 108-09,

256-60, 264, 268, 273, 285, 314, 319, 333, 347, 374, 388, 391, 396, 398,
408, 411, 418, 420, 423, 427, 429, 430, 438, 442, A4A4, 447-48, 452-53, 458,
463, 470-T1, 474, 482-83, 485. 490, 493, 497-98, 500-01, 506-08, 511-12, -«
515, 517, 519-20, 523, 526431, 534, 536, 539, 541, 543, 551-52, 554-56,
559-61, 566-570, 575, 580, 583-84, 590-91, 593, 606-07, 606-07, 609-25,
627-656, 664-6T, 669-76, 681-82, £84-85, 688, 690-91, 694, 696-9T, T02-0T,
712, 718-19, 725, T40-41, 752, 775, 785-86, 793-94, 796, 798, 802-03, 806,
809-11, 819-20, 823, 832~35, 840, 843, 848-51, 854, 857, 859-61, B868-70,
872-819 884"94’ 896’ 900-05, 910-18,- 922’ 925"269 929, 932‘34’ 93747,
949-50, 956-69, 975, 977-79, 981-87, 992-99, 1001~05, 1008-13, 1022-30,
1032-33, 1036-68, 1073-1154, 1156-61, 1163-91, 1193-96, 1199-1204, 1206-19.

Zmong the "Gems" containing reprinted St.Jim's stories there ere the
following imitetions:- Nos. 1304, 1327, 1370, 1377-78, 1448-49, 1478, 1512,
1541, 1577, 1586-87, 1608, 1€11, 1622, This concludes the list; but
plecse read the note at the end of this article.

"Gems" Nos. 1625 to 1663 oll contein new origincl stories written by
Mr., Hamilton.

The St, Jim's stories in "Gems" Nos. 253 (reprinted in 1444), 254, 255
(reprinted in 1453) end 261 differ in style of writing from the other storics
of this period, but they ere not imitetions. They ore stories which were
first published in "Pluck" during the years 1906~07, and subsequently re~
written by Mertin Clifford for the "Gem" ILibrery".

A few stories by Frenk Richerds ond Mertin Clifford were printed in
the "Boys' Friend 3d. (leter 4d.) Library" (First Series). lost of thése
volumes ore genuine stories, but therc ere four imitations omong them, The
following are the numbers of all ebout or comnected with Greyfriars or
St.Jim's Schools. They ere a2ll originel stories except where otherwise
steted, TFirst the 1list of thosec written by Mr., Homilton:~ Nos. 30, 38,
288, 328, 367 (reprint), 383, 509 (renrint), 513 (reprint). end 517 (reprint).
The four imitetions ere Nos. 153, 276, 319 end 489.

‘NOTE. - It is not possible to meke these lists of imitetions quite
complete becruse the present writer feiled to obtein end reed eight Megnets
(Nos. 282, 339, 382, 400, 404, 455, T20, 721); end still requires eighteen
Gems to complete his collection of this peper. However, the authorship
of only four Gems (Nos.l16, 74, 81, 99) is in doubt, es the others sre either
possessed in the form of reprints or heve been read., Collectors possessing
these numbers mey like to reed them, end to decide for themselves s to the
suthorship of the stories.

WANTED: Any bound volumes of Union Jack, years 1906 to 1915.
Good prices paid. Leonard Packman, 27, Archdale Road, Bast
Dulwich, London, S.E.16.

WANTED: Sexton Blake Libraries, 2nd Series, 171 or 723,
eonagd Packman, 27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London,
B.E.10:
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@_&g\et (a6 terpieced

Compiled by John W. Geal

(Bditor's Note., - Frequently we ere ssked for information about some
perticuler series of stories which appesred during the long life of the
Megnet - the meny travels, the femous Bunter Court, Relph Stecey, Gilbert
Trecy and the rest. Well, here's e mine of informetion ebout them com-
piled efter much industwy by John Geel. We have started from the year
1917, as prior to that the greet mejority of stories were complete each

week, ) 1917
501 ~ 505 THE BARRING-OU? AGAINST JEFFERIES

The new temporery Head ruling with a rod of irom, Mr. Quelch sacked,
another master as bad 8 the Head. The Remove vebel, barring-out in the
Remove passage, followed by the Fourth, Shell end Second. Finally the
juniors run both masters out of school. Quelch returns, and all's well.

1918
517 to 519  CLAVERING OF ‘i3 REMOVE

Redwing comes to Greyfriers in another's place, Skinner & Co, find
out, and try to expose him, - ;
521 to 522  CLAVERING, (Cont'd)

Tom gets found out, end hes to leave. The reel Clavering joins up
end ,leaves for France.

0 _to TOM REDWING'S RETURN

Tom wine & Scholarship (put up by Smithy's fether) and returns to
the fold.,

1919
568 to 585  WALLY BUNTER

L very long series this, and running concurrently with the Gem
(Gem No. 571-584). Welly, Billy's cousin end double, is bound for
St.Jim's. Billy swops with him, Billy going to St. Jim's, Wally to
Greyfriars. Although alike in sppearence, are in character, poles apart.
The surprises in store at both schools make a fine yern,

613 to 615  VERNON SMITH, "BOUNDER" :

A second series with Vernon-Smith's nesty side to the fore, but in
the end, esces the error of his ways.

1920

622 to 625 SMITHY IN EXILE

Smithy's father tokes him ewsy from school believing him to be
westing his time. He hes to prove his worth for one month, by making
his own wey in the world.
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646 to 648 PHYLIS HOWELL AND HER BROTHER ARCHIE
Deeling with the new Wwoy and his sister of Cliff House.

661 to 664 THE GREYFRIARS FILM ST.ARS

Elsie Mainwaring, the film ster, is meking a school film, The
Greyfriers juniors, some seniors ond the Cliff House girls, ere included,
as a genuine dackground. This tokes place et Hewthorne Perk on the
coest. A love effeir between Elsie eand Wingete causes trouble, end many
exciting twists to & good tele.

1921

704 to 709 HARRY WHARTON & CO ON A CARAVAN TOUR

The chums hire a caraven from Lezerus and on tour ere in conflict with
Coker & Co. over the ownership of the careven,

720 to 722  PENFOLD CUTS LOOSE

Pen, in need of money for his ailing ded, sterts gembling end brecking
bounds with Skinner., However, seeing the error of his ways, he returns
to the fold, and the money is reised 0,.K.

. LW 4 1922 ‘

731 to 735 WALLY BUNTER, FORM-MASTER

Wally (eged by 3 ycers) now 19, returns to Greyfrisrs as e junior
mester in cherge of the lst form. (A very mythicol form this, now we hove
it ~ now we don't!) The series end with Welly firmly cestablished es o
form-mester??

131 _to 7}9 BILLY BUNTER, RUNLWAY !

Bunter in trouble through an ettock on Quelch, bolts from school.
The Fomous Five ere sent after him, and the treil lesds vie St. Jim's end
Rookwood before he is ceught.,

743 to 745 THE SIXTH-FORM REBELLION

Dr. Locke forced to resign, ond Dr. Cerneforth is the new heed. He
is soon unpopular by introducing his new methods. The Sixth rebel, and
ber-out in the sixth passege; they ere soon joined by some of the Remove.,
Finelly the Governors errive, Carnefcrth gets the bcot end Dr. Locke is
reinstated.,

149 ~ 752 AJBERNON DE-VERE

Algy, fofmarly named Perkins, the son of a footmen, comes into a
fortune, comes to Greyfrisrs snd is recognised by '"Mauly". Algy acts
snobbishlys he goes ebout in fear that his past will be discovered.
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756 to 759 4 Y/ACHTING TOUR WITH "MLULY"

Mouly ond the Co. on a cruise to Frence. 2uly's life is threatened
for £10,000 ransom, by & mysterious "Gideon Geunt" who turns out to be
Mate eboard the yacht.

168 to 773  HARRY WHARTON & CO. WITH C.PT., CORKRAN IN AFRiCA

Capt. Corkrsn (Bob's cousin) invites the ventriloquist Bunter to’
AMrice,and the Co. to accompany him, t0 seerch for buried tressure. The
ventriloquist comes in very hendy when in the hends of o fierce native
tribe. Nugent is a ceptive, snd Bunter becomes king of tribe snd rescues
Frenk. liventuelly they ell escepe end the treasure is discovered,

1923

179, 781 to 784 JIM LEE OF THE REMOVE

Sent to Greyfrisrs by rescelly cousin to help his plen to rob the
school, but Lee is as straight as e die end the plot fails,. .

793 to 799  LEVISON'S RETURN TO GREYFRI/ARS

Levison Minor,injured at Greyfriers, has to stey at school sesnatorium,
His brother comes to stoy with him until he is well, joining the remove
until the brothers cen return to 8t. Jim®se. Levison's murky pest is con-
stantly reked up by Skinner & Co. However, he proves that his reform is
permenent, much to the delight of his chums.

803 to 805 THE WILLESBY TWINS

.n obvious hack yarn this. One twin eccepted for Greyfriars and his
rotter brother rejected. By o trick the bad one succeeds in teking his
place, the reel twin then tekes his turn, etc. in same vein, with subse-
quent confusion thet eoch creates, ZXEventually the bad one fells in river
Serk. His brother dives to rescue, but both are swept eway. Leter,
one is recovered dead. (Guess which one?) The Cther rescued 0.K.

809 to 812 WITH JIMMY VIVIAN AT PENG.RTH, CORNWALL

The Co. spending e hclidey et an o0ld mansion (hounted of course)
with plenty of excitement, ghosts, smugglers and whet have you., But @
good tale.

819 to 823 MICK THE GYPSY

Mick, e gypsy in the Greyfriars neighbourh_od, seves Sir Hilton-
Popper's life. In gretitude he is sent to school; his wild weys cause
meny upheavels at Greyfriars, and he runs foul of meny chaps, including
Ingel of the Fourth, whom he is very much like, Angel's hatred is very
deeps; he seeks the aid of his father in his efforts“to get rid of Mick,
but Mick does Sir Philip Angel & good turn end. seo he steys. It turns °
out et lest thet Mick is Angel's younger brothmer stolen by gypsies as e

boy .
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| eovers the plot, but Bunter locks him in the cellars, followed later by

828 to 830 MICK ANGEL'S RETURN (MICK THE GYPSY)

Mick invites the Cu. to Scotland for Christmes, et the mysterious
house at Lochmuir, A good Christmessy yern, thick with e Scoteh moorlend
atmosphere,

857 to 860 - SMITHY VERSUS REDWING FEUD
862 tu 869  IARRY WHARTON & CO. IN THE SAHARA
874 to 877 THE BUNKING OF BILLY BUNTER

Bunter in trouble e ein is threstened. flogging, in feer of this he
hides in the school, fin21ly he is expelled, but remeins in the school
vicinity. Eventurlly he esks for forgiveness ond returns to school.

1925

879 to 888 = HARRY WHARTON - RIBEL

Richorde 2t his best in o fine series., Herry folls out with the Co.
and goes off for Christmes with Smithy. Getting fed up he returns to the
Cc. but they will not forgive him, Returning to school, his wayward pride
sets him sgeinst euthority end he repidly becomes the worst boy in the form.
He is sacked from the furm cepteincy. Meuly gets clected. He oventually
resigns, and Bob Cherry becomes the new ceptein. The feud with the Co,
gete worse, finelly he gets the seck, and the folly of his ways comes home
with full force. The Heed intervenes end Herry is 2llowed to stey, IHis
troubles are gradually ircned out and all is well.

906 - 909 RAGGED DICK .

Regged Dick, e waif or tremp, is teken up by Sir Henry Compton a8 his
heir, end is sent to Greyfrisrs. Bunter recognises him as Regged Dick
the tramp, end blackmeils him in return for his silence. Dick runs foul
of his former road ecqueintences several times, It is finally cstoblished
that he ie really Sir Henry's nephew, and he Jesves the school,

910 to 917 BUNTER COURT

Billy wengles to teke ¢ tenency of one of ILord Combermere's estetes
through the agent being hurt in on eccident by imiteting his voice over the
'phone. He then tekes » crowd of Removites with him for a holiday et his
encestrel home "Bunter Court". He gets deeper end deeper into the swindle,
D'Arcy is made & welcome guest as he hes plenty of tin. The egent dis-

the butler and D'Arcy. They are found -nd Bunter bolts. He is hunted
far and wide. Mauly eventually squores the monetory side, and Bunter is
saved —— Jjust.

923 to 931 GERALD LODER, CAPP.

Wingate Minor kicks over the treces and is caught by his brother. Unable
to report him George resigns rather than be false to his trusted position.
Loder is then elected Capt. He becomes an intolerable bully; ond Wingnte

forces him into & fight, threshes him, and narrowly escapes expulsion. Loder

ifga it on, and fal?e #oul of the Remove end comgg off Eeconﬁpbeat.‘ﬂingate
ﬁinor confesses all end the Heed ennounces & new election next term, Loder
has one lest throw at Wingste during the Xmes vec. But all comes well in
the end and the snimosity is forgotten.
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1926
938 to 940 LINLEY EXPELLED

Ponsonby gets Linley sacked. He returns home to the fectory bench,
The truth comes out, Mark is cleared, and Pon is expelled.

945_to 948  PEDRILLO OF ZORRO'S CIRCUS
960 to 970  HARRY WHARTON & CO. IN INDIA

Inky's rascelly cousin seeking to oust him from the throne of
Bawiphur, attempts to kidnep him. It is decided that he must return home
immediately. The Co. ahd Bunter accompany him in an exciting series of
plot end counter-plot. The rebel is finally quashed and the lads return,

975 to 979 BOB CHERRY - SWOT!

Mej. Cherry is displeesed with Bob's school progress. Bob sets out
to improve and swots herd. He upsets the form and they eventually bar
him. Things go from bad to worse, but Bob wins through in the end.

982 to 984 COKFR AND MR. POYNINGS (his uncle's sec.)

Mr. Poynings tries to persuade Coker not to go to his Aunt Judy's for
Christmas es his uncle is very ill., Then he is mysteriously kidnapped.
The Co. promised Aunt Judy to help find him. All stey on into the Xmas
va, They rescue him end then are invited to Holly House. FEventually it
is revealed that Poynings i1s blackmailing Coker's uncle.

1921

985 to 990 THE GAME KID

Dick Dury, a new boy, better known as "the @eme Kid", & young pro.
boxer, comes to school. He gives & promise to Quelch not to fight end
the subsequent trials end refusels to fight win him the contempt of the
form'. Pally with Hilton, it comes as & severe blow to discover he is a
black sheep., He finelly threshes Loder and leaves the school, returning
to the Ring,

997 _to 1004  PAUL DALLAS

Smithy's father sends Paul to school as his adopted son, the Bounder
feering e rival in effection, hates him from the start, and ettempts to
drive him from Greyfriars, but he Tuns foul of the form in doing it., Plot
efter plot of Smithy's feils et the lagt moment.  Bventuelly Paul's father
turns up and renouncing riches, Paul goes with his father to fer off climes.,|

1007 to 1009 C/PTAIN SPENCER

Smithy, knowing the Head's guest is a Lantham bank robber, sets out
to prove it —— and does!

1017 to 1026  HARRY WHARTON & CO, IN SOUTHERN STAS TITH SMITHY AND REDWING

A1l aboard Mr, Vernon-Smith's yecht, searching for the Isle of Coco,
end the treasure of Black Peter. Soames shows his true colours and along
with other despsaradoes ettempts to get the trecasure. He fails, however,
end the treasure is saved., Tom Redwing's share enables him to pay his

school fees, and he returns to Grey?%%grs.



1028. to 1034 EDGAR BRIGHT _.ND LEVISON'S RETURN

Redwing returns to school and munsfoul of Eright, the new boy, "
(nicknamed "the Toed"), Bright is there to search for and destroy a will,
which would prove that a fortune left to his father really belongse to
Mr. Levison. The Levison brothers arrive at Greyfriars (to search for
the will)., Eventually Ernest Levison finds the will and saves Bright
at the same time as he is lying badly injured in the veaults.

1928
1039 to 1041  ERIC GILMORE 2nd FORM MASTER

A conviét rélation of' Gilmore (a’ Semporary twsster) comes~to Hkm for
helps He is evelitually .cought e:d.Mr..Twigg returna.

1043 to 1049 THE "HIGH OAKS" REBELLION

Quelch fa diesmiered through & malicious trick of Skinner's. The Remove
object to hic going and rebel in the form room. Then Mauly takes charge end
the form marches out of cchool., Meuly buyc a local mancion ("High Oako")
end the boyc move in., He controls the rebele very well and in meny novel
weyc. They then get Quelch to teke charge end run the form ocorrectly.
Col. Wharton then arrives and clears the matter, Quelch ic reinoteted and
the rebels returned. ’

1050 to 1052 CRUM, SCHOOLBOY HYPNOTIST

1059 to 1067 - ARTHUR DA COSTA

Da Costa, a Euracian from Indie, io cent by Capt. Markhem, a rival
for Wharton's fortune, to Greyfriars. Hic object is to get Harry disgraced
and cacked. Harry's honesty and goodfellowship chenges De Costa's recolve,
and he renounces Capt. Merkham's plot. The Captain himeelf then tries to
accomplich Harry's downfall. However, Da Costa caves Harry from him and
ell ends 0.K. ' : SN

1069 to 1075  WHIFFLE'S CIRCUS

Bunter becomes boss of the circus by impersonsting Mr, Whiffles.
1078 to 1082 CHRISTOPHER CLARENCE C.iRBOY |

The Biggest Practical Joker Ever. . good humorous series.
1087 to 1089  SMITHY AND REDDY IN CONFLICT WITH SO..MES

A Christmas series.

1929
1092 to 1107  HARRY WHARTON & CO. IN HOLLYWOOD

With the chums trevelling acrosc America and in conflict with a
disgruntled film star.

1118 to 1121  .UGUST HOLIDAY. THE MYSTERY OF THE TRIKE

The chums on a walking tour with a motorised trike as luggage carrier,
with e myctery attached to the trike.
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1122 to 1125 THE MYSTERY OF RALVENSPUR GRANGE

The Co. still on holidey stey with NMugent's uncle. - This series i8
unique in that Billy Bunter isc ebsent, yet one of the best series of all.
o

1126 to 1128  JULIAN DELVARNY
A fierce clash between the New Boy and Monty Newlend.
1139 to 1150 Xmas., THE COURTFIELD CRACKSMAN

Thic long series commences at Wharton Lodge, with the Heed otaying
for the holiday. Going on in the new term. (See 1930)

1930
1139 to 1150 THE COURTFIEID CRACKSMAN (oee above)

Continued at school with & series of burglaries, and a new mystery
magter.

1162 to 1165 GANGSTERS AT GREYFRIARS

After Fésher T. Fish to hold him for rencom.
1166 to 1168 POP OF THE CIRCUS

A circus in the vicinity end a circﬁa led is @ temporar} Removite.
1169 to 1174 THE REMOVE REBELLION AG.LINST MR, BRAM-

The new templ:rary Heed end his nephew (Otto van Tromp) ere e pair of
tyrents. The Remove ber out in the Remove passege.

1175 to 1185 lAugust H.RRY WHARTON & CO. IN CHINA

Bound for China with Wun Lung who is in denger from the evil Tong of
the Red Dragon. One of the best ever travel series.

1191 yp 1194 (Xmas) THE MYSTERY OF C.V.NDALE ABBEY

/i thrilling Christmes tele with e mysterious esseilant pursuing
Lord Cavendale.

1931
1195 to 1203 "TATTERS" OF THE REMOVE

L weif becomes a Greyfriars boy mnd follows an exciting tale, with
"Patters" egeinot his rescally cousin end rivael to e fortune.

1212 to 1219 DICK L.iNCASTER, CRACKSMAN AND CRICKETER

A splendid yarn of o new 6th Former. in exciting cricket series.
1228 to 1236 (August) HARRY WHARTON & CO IN AFRICA, WITH SMITHY IN KENY .

In Kenya with Vernon-Smith on business. They are ceptured amd sold
into slavery by en cnemy of Mr. V.S.

1244 to 1246 (Xmes) CHRISTMAS AT M.ULEVERER TOWERS
With Meuly in peril from en asseilant within.
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; 1952
1247 to 1254 FLIP OF THE 2nd

4 waif sent to Greyfriars runs foul & the new master who is crook
acquaintence of hig, nemely "Jimmy the One".

1255 to 1259  HARRY WHARTON DOWN ON HIS LUCK

Herry, thinking his uncle is sgeinst him, etart;a swotting for 2 free
scholarship to pay his school fees, but runs foul of the form.

1277 to 1284 (_August) HARRY WHARTON & CO, IN EGYPT
With Mauly, on the treil of treasure,
1285 to 1296 HARRY WHARTON IN DISGRACE

Here he is up ageinst Loder and Mr. Quelch, becoming the worst boy
in the form. '

1297 to 1307 (Xmes) JAMES VALENTINE ALIAS "DICK THE PENMAN"
The series starts et Wharton Lodge during Christmes vac. (see 1933)

1933

1297 to 1307 JAMES VALENTINE

The adventures 2 boy "Penmen" in his efforts to discerd his past
| end make good &t Gre ars. Meanwhile, he is constently hounded by his
former crook pals end the Police. He is eventually reconciled with his

uncle and deperts for Brazil.

1312 to 1316 BILLY BUNTER'S EASTER CRUISE

Bunter's cousin runs e’holiday yacht end offers Billy & free trip if
he can fill the boet with Greyfriars cheps.

1330 to 1340 (August) THE GREYFRIARS HIKERS

The Co., Bunter and Mauly on & hiking tour of Southern Fnglend with e
much sought after "Holiday Annuel" conteining o clue to the proceecds of &
robbery.

1344 to 1348  ALONZO THE GREAT

A hilarious edventure of Alonzo Todd, the weekling in possession of a
fluid which gives

1349 to 1353 (Xmas) BILLY BUNTER'S DIAMOND

Christmes at Wharton Lodge with Billy Bunter in possession of a
diamond pin bought for l/—. Actually e stolen gem of great value.,

1934
1354 to 1358 BOB CHERRY KIDNAPPED

Krentz, en old boy of Greyfriars, in an effort to obtein secret plens
from Major Cherry and capturing Bob for rensom,
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1360 to 1373 SMITHY VERSUS SMEDLEY

A splendid tale of Smithy versus his cousin Smedley (e temporary
mester) in & struggle for his father's fortune.

1374 to 1382 POPPER TSLAND REBELLION | v '

One of the finest rebel series. Bunter sacked, the form believing
him innocent stand by him and bar out Popper Island.

1383 to 1389 (August) BUNTER THE BILLIONAIRE

Bunter,by luck scquiring e fortune, takes the Chums on e tour of
Europe, pursued by the rightful heir to the money. v +S08)

1390 ¥0 1399 THE GREYFRIARS SECRET SOCIETY

In the middg of meny the best series ever. Prout becomes head and
Loder his henchmen, becomes en intolereble bully. The juniors form a .
society to avenge themselves.

1400 to 1403 (Xmes)  CHRISTMAS AT HILTON HALL
Christmes, ond en esceped convict at large.
1955
1404 to 1412 COKER'S COUSIN, EDGAR CAFFYN

J

Caffyn comes to the school bent on disgracing Hotace end disinherited.
1413 to 1417  PETER HAZEIDENE'S UNCLE JAMES

' Peter's uncle, a runawsy benk cashier, seeks his help, but is finally
persuaded to return.

1419 to 1421 JIMMY THE FOX

the Dandy, imprisoned by Ferrars Locke, out to get Jack Drake a8 retaliati
1422 to 1433 RALPH STACY

Relph, & cousin of Wharton's, and exact double, comes to Greyfriara.
He is a thorough rotter and uses his likeness to the full. Harry 1is
accused of a number of shedy deeds, but comes through 0.K. Caffyn .
eventually leaves in disgrace.

1434 to 1439 (August) PORTERCLIFFE HALL, SUSSEX

Fisby's father tekes Portercliffe for the summer and searches for a
tressure hoard reputed hidden there. Lord Portercliffe learns of thie

end stops it. Hirem K. then leeves, Lord P. continues the search ond
the treasure is discovered.

1440 to 1451 JIM WARREN

At Wharton Lodge, with Jimmy, the right hend men of a crook called 04‘

Jim booked for Greyfriars, refuses to attend. As his fges are paid,
his poor cousin steps in his place. Wharton knew the real Jim yeara a8go
and is suspicious. The deception is eventually discovered. -
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1452 to 145§ CHRISTMAS AT POLPELLY

With Smithy for Christmes at Polpelly in Devon, with a hidden
treasure and ghosts thrown in. An exciting Christmessy story.

1936

1459 o 1460 ERIC WILMOT

Eric is Hacker's nephew and ‘comes from Tophem in dubious circumstances,
With Hacker looking after him he is dubbed "Form Master's Pevourite".

1461 to 1468  HARRY WHARTON & CO, IN BRAZIL :

The Co, holidey in Brazil et the invitetion of Jim Valentine
(see MMJFPBO7 4 good series with a diamond discovery snd ettempted kid-
nepping for good measure On return journey meet Putman van Duck,
(see serial 1471 on,) .

1469 to 1470 HOME AGAIN CONTINUING E, WILMOT
Wilmot is ot last cleared end. roturns to Tophem.
1471 to 1478 PUTMAN VAN DUCK

This millioneire's son merked down by gengsters, has a gunman
guardian. A ridiculous series this with gangsters right end left,
Eventually,the crooks out of harm's way, sen Duck returns to Amerioca.

1481 to 1490 (August) MUCCONLINI'S GIRCUS '

Bunter, terrified of » flogging, runs away and joins the circus,
Getting @ hold over the proprietor, by discovering he is e spy, Buntey
tours Southern Englend in style. A good circus atmosphere., -

1493 to 1497 ILODER'S CONVICT COUSIN

The conviet on the run comes to Greyfriars es a temporary mester.
Eventually his innocence proved end cleered of his corime.

1499 to 1509 (Xmes) VALENTINE COMPTON, THE SCHOOLBOY SMUGGLER

Val. smuggles contrabend for his uncle, This series goes into Xmas
vac. with the crooks aboard Val's yacht, There is o mutiny and they are
marrooned, rescued by Smithy. Val and his uncle are reformed and
Mr. V.S. employs them both on one of his ships.

1937
1510 to 1515 THE TUCKSHOP REBELLION

Quelch and the Heed temporarily away. Hecker is Heedmaster. The
position is too much for him end he becomes a tyrant. The Remove rebel
and hold out in tuckshop. Then there are series of attempts to winkle
them out. The Head returns, Hacker is sent for arest, Rebellion over.

1518 to 1521 Higheliffe school in the limelight and inevitebly Pon & Co

1522 to 1525 An attempt on Mr. Vernon-Smith's life.
1528 to 1530 Herry & Co. feuding with Cliffe House.
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1533 to 1535 Hézel in troublé end Bob Cherry shielding him and so
disgracing himself. '

1536 to 1540 ARCHIE POPPER

Wibley secked for impersonsting Mos®00. He returns to school as Arqhie.
A good yarn packed with fun.

1541 to 1544 Attempted kidnepping of Won Lung by his rescelly uncle in
Pariao

154% to 1554 SKIP THE Ex-PICKPOCKET

Befriended and sent to Greyfriars he has severe time in being accepted
into the Remove. Finelly, it is esteblished that he is the long Ioet
brother of Miss Bullivent of Cliff House.

1556 to 1559 MY LORD BUNTER

Bunter becomes stand in for Lord Reynham's nephew who is under threat
of death,

1561 to 1572 ARTHUR CARTER Savie
Bunter's rascally cousin scheming to get him kicked ou't'of aohool.
1573 to 1582 HARRY WHARTON &t 70, IN TEXAS ’

. With Smithy on his father's rench in the West, with ruatlers etc.
end meeting "The Rio Kid".

1585 to 1587 The Co. up eageinst Pon and Loder.

1589 to 1598 (August) HARRY WHARTON & CO. IN THE SOUTH SEAS WITH
MLULEVERER

Nauly in search of his cousin. They all have many adventures getting
set adrift end lending on o cennibel isle, and Bunter becomes king, Later
they meet "Ken King of the Islends".

1899 to 1608 GILBERT TRACY

Gilbert, hating Greyfriars, attempts to get himself kicked out. Also
he is up ageinst Quelch. He later reforms.

1609 to 1612 (Xmes) CHRISTMAS AT WHARTON LODGE
With a clue to £1200 whichT\is hidden near Greyfriers.
1939
1615 to 1625 CROCKER, THE OLD BOY BOOT REPAIRER

Crocker getting up business outside Greyfriars causing e sensetion,
He is also the mystery prowler whose activities cause Ferrers Locke to be
celled in,

_]_.§26 to 1629 EASTER ON BLACKROCK ISLAND
On Smithy!s island with Mr. Vernon-Smith being kidnapped.
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1631 to 1642 BERTIE VERNON

Smithy's cousin, also his double, at Greyfriars. Like Smithy, en
excellent coricketer. They hate the sight of each other. Bertie getting
Smithy kidnepped, tekes his place. : ‘

1643 to 1650 HARRY WHARTON & CO. ON BHE THAMES
(The Secret of the Weter Iily)

A good series of a holiday adventures, on & cemping trip up the‘?

_ Themes, and a mystery eboard. . '
1651 to 1653  SMITHY VERSUS QUELCH AND WINGATE

1656 to 1666 ~ COKER SACKED

~ Coker in trouble over fireworks. Price places them in Prout's
firegrete. - Coker gets the bleame end is sacked. He stays in the school
vicinity, working for Uncle Clegg es essistent end errand boy. Price
admits his gullt end Coker returns.

1660 to 1675 MR. LAMBE

The Co. spend Christmes at Wharton Lodge, Then Mr. Quelch is
missing and Ferrers Locke is searching for him. Mr, Lamb goes to

Greyfriors to take his place as temporery mester. (Cont'd 1940)  1664.

‘

; 1940
1660 to 1675 (Cont'd, Mr. Lembe) (See above) (1664)

mhe‘Bounder gets suspicious of him and Lembe gets him sacked. Tt .
finally comes out that Lambe is a notorious crook end kidnapped Quelch,

1676 to 1680 THE MYSTERY OF BASTCLIFFE LODGE

4 war story with Soames figuring prominantly, with ibley imper-
gonating Sir Williem Bird, o seoret service agent,

1683 ©  THE SHADOW OF THE SACK
The first of a new series with Herry Wharton in trouble.

POR SALE: Boys Realm, 1927 (New Series). Nos.l to 76 inclus-
ive. Offers wanted for complete lot. Leonard Packman, 27,
archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, 8.8.16.

WANTED to BExchange from good selection or to buy Union Jacks,
N%§T7§1 - 767 - 778 - 782 - 87 - 791 - 806 - 829 - 858 - 868
972 - 982 -~ 984 - 1020 - 1089 -~ 1071 - 1157 - 1192 -~-1210 -
2207 o 1238 1204 w1225 ~ 1226 » 1227 w1288+ 12%3» 1237
1260 = 1265 - 1297 --1337 - 1494 - 1495 --1497 - 1521 - 1522,
Sexton Blake Library, First Series, Nos.l and 41. Harry
Homer, Yulden Marm, Heathfield, Sussex.
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Part -I
By Robert Blythe

A complete record of all characters connected with
St. FPronks before the enlargement of the school in
No'5372 ¢

One friendly criticism that has often been levelled at the St.Franks
gtories is that there were far too meny new boys, most of them with unusuel
characteristics, and I must confess that since I've been meking notes for
this article I am inclined to sgree -— There were! However, when this
subject is gone into, is thet so very unusual? The stories were of &
Public School, and it would have been an unusual one, hed new boys been few
end far between. And suppose some did have unusual gifts? Surely thet
is the very thing thet made them interesting. If they hed none, there
would heve been no point in introducing them. At #ll events, most of them
stayed until the end, and at least St. Franks wes saved from being a mere
trensit cemp!l s

Well, let controversy rage, and let me get to my subject! For
simplicity, you will find mentioned in this erticle those characters who
arrived before 0.S. 537, in other words, during the time that there were
only two houses, the Ancient and College Houses. (The latter was chenged
to the Modern House towerds the end of the old Series). I felt that if I
deelt with all the boys introduced during the whole run, things would tend
to get confused, especially efter the introduction of the Eest and West
Houses, end the resultent chenge around. If therefore your favourite
character hes been missed it is only because he or she errived after that
dete. (Thet is No.537). So you must have petience end weit for the next
Annuel, when the second part of this article will appeert!

Before St. Franks ceme into the picture, two charscters, whose names
spelt adventure, made their sppearence. I am referring to Lord Derriemore
end Umlosi, who were introduced to us as old friends of Nelson Lee in
No.105, the title of which is self explenatory, i.c. "The Ivory Seekers".
Nelson Lee end Nipper were in West Africa when they met Lord Dorriemore in
an hotel, Dorriemore persuades the tw of them to eccompeny him in a hunt
for ivory. Every year efter this, when the summer holideys came round,
you would be sure to find Lord Dorriemore inviting & number of Removites
to share with him some exciting edventure.

I suppose that the story of how Nelson ILee and Nipper decide to go to
St. Franks is too well known for me to go into, but for the denefit of
those who are not femilier with the story, here, briefly, is what happened.

During a visit to Americe on the track of & criminal, Nelson Lee is
forced to join a Chinese secret society. - The Fu Chow Tong, to save his
1ife. One of the rules of the Tong is thet should he esttempt to escape
from them, he would be brended a treitor. However, Lee menages to escape
and return to Englend, although not hefore he had narrowly esceped death
on more then one occasion. In England neither he nor Nipper ere safe.
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And so our much persecuted peir bury themselves et St. Frenks college as
Mr. Alvington, the Housemester of the Ancient House, end Nipper in the
guise of Dick Bennett of the Remove. Nelson Lee end Nipper first ceme
to St. Frank's and St. Frenk's wes first introduced to us in 0.8, No. 112,
end in that story we meet a number of charecters, nearly ell of vhom become
well known end remein in the narretives until the end., These include

E. 0., Handforth end his chums Church end McClure, Tregecllis-Vest and
Watson, Fullwood, Gulliver end Bell, Christine, York end Talmadge and
Teddy Long, 2ll of the Remove., Morrow is the only senior introduced,
although Fenton the school ceptain is mentioned, but did not meke en
eppeeranceauntil leter in No. 140. Apart from these well known cheaps,
No, 112 elso introduces seven, and No. 113 eight other characters, but
apart from Hubberd, Doyle and Armstrong in No. 113, they were mainly
"noises off" end "makers up of numbers'.

When Nipper arrived the College House was top dog end the Ancient
House wes in a very poor stete. Fullwood, at this time a complete resecel,
wes ceptain of the Ahcient House sgetion of the Remove, whilst Bob Christine
was Form ceptain, Of course Nipper soon takes 2 hand in events, end &
fight ensues with Fullwood in which the latter is knocked out, something
that nobody else seemed cepeble of doing, not even the redoubteble Hendforth

Not long efter this Nipper becomes ceptein of the Ancient House
Juniors snd of the Remove, ond once more & henlthy rivelry springs up
between the two houses.

The first new boy after Nipper wes en Americen, Justin B. Farmen,
(Nos114). . Farmen, possessed of an essy good nature, et first folls into
dad hebite by mixing with Fullwood end his crowd. During his first week
at the school Formen is kidnepped under mysterious circumstences, but
since Nelson Lee end Nipper sre pn the spoti he is soon rescued., Iater,
@ heated ergument between him snd Nipper brecks out, whilst the latter is
ettempting to meke the former see the error of his ways. Soon after the
guarrel, Farmen is found unconscious, lying in & road suffering from head
wounds. Nipper is accused and is sent to Coventry by the Form, even his
friends Tregellis-West and Wetson desert him. However, Nelson Lee is
s8till on the track and the resl sttacker and kidnepper is ceptured.

Between Farman and the next new-come=' we heer of ten others. Of
these only Grayson of the 5th (No. 116), Welter Starke and Kenmore of the
6th (No. 117) pleyed eny large pert in the stories as o whole. Starke,
perhaps, is not so well known as the other two, but he wrs quite #s
thorough-going a rescal aes any, He wes instrumental in getting Nipper
expelled, in a later story, only to be expelied himself as & result,

This was in No. 211.

Cecil De Valerie (0.S. No.132) ceme to the school next, and he wes
a fer different chap to the one we know later. In fect, he created
gsomething of & sensetion. LApert from the fect that he wes a rotter
(how I dislike that word, but I'm stuvmpped for an alternativel) of the
first water, he possessed en ungovernable temper.,

Before he esctuslly arrived at the school he hed made a very favourable
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‘dmpresesion, by rescuing a men from drowning. It was not long, however,

before Nipper discovers that the rescue wes a put-up job, in order to get
the men he had saved into the school. * This person was in fect an agent

of the Crimson Circle, & criminel orgenisetion led by Prof. Zingrave of the
Green Triengle feme, end of course, this mesnt that De Velerie was olso
ecting upon instructions from the Crimson Circle. The objeet of the

agent in getting into the school was to fix e gadget for the sole purpose
of killing o Japenese boy who wes due to arrive at the school’ almost :
immedictely. :

Sessue Yekema, the Japanese boy, duly arrived (No.l}}) . He is.
described as a likeable youngster with & ready smile, who gpeaks meticulous
English, and he was extroordinarily clever at Ju—Jitsu. Owing:to the un--
covering of the plot his life was seved, other ettempts were made but
faeiled. De Valerie receives o flogging for his part in the plot, but
having been only e tool in the Circle's agents, the matter was allowed to
end there. Later, he gradually comes to r¢elise whet a fool he hed been,,
end decides to turn over & new leaf, with the result that he eventually

became one of the leeding lights of the form., Yekema never played e large

pert in the stories after this, ond was rerely, if ever, mentioned. 3

In No.137 Tom Burton, otherwise known as the "Bosun', arrived. Tom,

a wig clumsy lad, son of & retired ses captain, arrives at a most oppdrtunef

moment, during e flood, #nd it is not long before his experience with the.
sea end boats enable him to be the meens of rescuing severel Removitee,
whose boat has been staved in. He elso seves Nelson Lee from drowning
owing to his prowess as o swimmer. His nauticel speech s.oon meke him the

butt of such fellows as Fullwood end Co., but the Bosun scon puts Fullwood

in his place - on his back, thus incurring Fullwood's cnmity.

Before the next Removite errives to grece the scene, we have nine more

introductions, some to become well known, others to be just nemes. Edger =

Fenton, the school crptain, es I mentioned esrlier makes an eppearence in L
No.140, but cne is not made eware of his immense populnrity O oL aNE
prowess a8 football ond oricket captein, neither is the firmness of his
cherecter made opperent., All this ceme later. He had all the quelities
that go to meke a successful school ceptein, lesdership, o cool hesd in
emergencies, strength of cherscter and ebove #11 an ability to see the
other fellow's point of view. He was mentioned freguently and in one
series, ot leest, played o leeding part. This was a series at the end of
the lst New Series.

No. 143 merks the introduction of those rivels of St.Frenks, in
prectical jokes as well as sports, the boys of the River House Schcol.
They eppeared in the stories frequently until the end, On one occesion -
they had a story ell to themselves., This was in an eerly. Schoolboys' Own.

Cuthbert Chambers end his friends, Phillips and Brysnt of the 5th
(Bryant, 2s & metterof fect, was mentioned slightly eerlier, in No.138)
make their eppeearance in No.148. Chambers, slthough possessing &n outsize
in swollen heads and being en insuffereble chump, wos fairly decent on the
whole, and his generosity wes e by-word. As far es.I. con remember he only
once took & leeding role in the stories end thet was when, owing to his
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backwerdness in the form, he was relegated to the Remove, where by a
freak of chance he is elected Form ceptein. Even then the esuthoritiecs
feel that he is not moking sufficient effort, end in en attempt to buck
his idees up, he is put into the 3rd smongst the fege. This finel
humiliation does the trick and eventuslly he gets back into the Sth,

Dallas of the 5th, mentioned in No.149, wes and remeined only e neme,
Owen Minor and Cristopher (Juicy) Lemon of the 3rd eppear in No's 152 end
154. At that time Owen Minor was coptain of the 3rd snd ruled the roost
until Willy Hendforth ceme along. After that he was mentioned only
infrequently.

The next new boy, His Grace the Duke of Somerton, came in No.166, and
surely he must have been the most untidy duke in fiction. He wes never
happy unless he was walking around wearing beggy trousers and crumpled
collars, generally ink-splashed, end looking more like & tremp than e
member of the nobility, Somerton hed left his previous school beceuse
hé hed been sick to death of the snobbishness found there, ond his un-
assuming nature detested the state of being continusally fawmed upon, 'that
was his lot, simply because he wes the Duke of Somerton., On arrivel -t
St. Frenks he took the neme of Browne in the hope that he would be able to
live as on ordinery Removite, His scheme fell through, owing to Fullwood
getting to know that & fellow called Brown had been expelled from Somerton's
old school, and getting the names mixed, tricd to turn the Removites ageinst
him., Before the truth come out most of the decent fellows stuck to
Somerton, not caring about his supposed past. When the {ruth was known,
Somerton was able to resume his corrcet identity without fear of snocbbery.

I suppose that one of the most populsar characters of the "Nelson Lee"
was Reggie Pitt. As ceptein of the West House and one of the leading °
lighte in all school activities, he was one of the best fellows breathing.
This was not elways so, however., He mede his debut in e story celled
"The Coming of the Serpent" in No.170. The Scrpent wes the neme Pitt
earned for himself within e very short time. He scon found himself up
ageinst Nipper eand Co, His first move ageinst them was to ongineer by
getting him thrown out of the cepteincy. Ais & result, Hendforth is made
Porm Ceptein, Arising out of this situation, Pitt is chellenged to e
fight by Tregellis-West, in which Pitt is beaten to the wide. Pitt there
and then decides to get Tregellis-West expelled. This he does by trick-
ing him into visiting a night club where he is found, appersntly gembling,
by the Hecedmaster, with the result thet he is secked., This couses such
e sensation in the form thet,led by Handforth, they decideto go on strike
until Tregellis-West is reinsteted., Handforth's methods are so nearly
successful thet Pitt decides that Hendforth, too, must go, He menages
this by informing the Heed that Hemdforth is preparing to burn down the
Gym. Hendforth is inveigled into going to the gymnasium where he finds
petrol all over the place end wood shavings everywhere. [Lnd this is how
he is found by the Hendmaster., A fake letter telling Dr. Stafford whet

he is sbout to do, fihally settles the matter and Hendforth joins Tregellis+

West in exile. Meanwhile things are not going too well for Pitt. Nelson
Lee discovers that Pitt is being used by 2 bunch of crooks to introduce
new members to their night club, which is nothing more or less than o
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gambling den. They also run ¢ neet little counterfeit money racket 28 a
gide-line, Not content with his success in getting Hendforth and
Tregellis-Wlest expelled, he Yurns his spite on the Duke of Somerton and
Tommy Wetson., He played the seme trick on them o8 he hed with Tregellis-
West. 1In other words, he tries to get them ceught red-handed at gembling.
And this is where he comes unstuck, ond is finally made a realise how
despicable he had been. Somerton's and Watson's visit to this night club
coincide with a raid by Nelson Lee and the police. In order to escape, - . u
the crooks set fire to the house., Somerton is prevented from entering
the building at the lest moment by Nipper who knows whet is about to happen,
fut for various reasons Watson is locked in on upper room when Pitt, who
wes wetching, realises what is happening end that Watson is lisble to be
burnt alive owing to hie trickery. He has a chenge of heart and without
giving himself time to think, cherges into the burning building in en.
effort to save Watson's life. 'He succeeds in this, but he in turn is
overcome by the smoke end it is left to Nelson Lee to rescue him, By the
time Pitt is fit enough to returm to the school he hes decided thet the
goeme 1s not worth the cendle and resolves to go streight in the future.

This wes fer from easy for him, end were it not for Jeok Grey, who
ceme to the school in No,178, he might heve :one to the »ad completely.
Jack Grey ceme from Bermondsey, where he had been living most of his life
with en aunt and uncle, His name, as he thought then, was Jack Mason.
Begause of his council school education he hed 2 pretty rough time et the
hands of the snobbish section of the Remove, but eventually menaged to
live it down., Almost from the firet, when Grey is put into Pitt's study,
they fall foul of each other, mainly owing to Pitt's resentment of Grey's
disgust with his cigarette smoking end his cscepedes after lights-out.
Now Grey's uncle, a nesty piece of work called Simon Grell, has dis-~
covered that & locket, which Groy hes had since he was a child, conteins
the secret of hidden treesure, but could not get him to pert with it, as
Jack thought 1t belonged to his mother end father. Grell uses Pitt to
obtein this locket, but Pitt. heving stolen it, finds his spite against
Grey diseppear end his conscience strikes him, To ease his conscience,
therefore, he regeins the locket before Grell hed e chance to make use of
it. To cut 2 long story short, Grell is foiled in the end by Neleson Lee,
and it is revealed that Jack Meson is really the son of Sir Crawford Grey.
Pitt hed donc more then his share to bring ebout this happy ending and by
this time his character had completely changed for the better.

Those terrible twins, Nicodemus end Cornelius Trotwood. came elong
in No,187. Nicodemus, with his remarkeble memory end ventriloquism,
played a larger part than the deef Cornelius, but neither were very
prominent .,

With one exception no fresh faces were seen ot the old school for
nearly & ycar. However, there were plenty of other characters intro-
duced into the stories. These included Reynolds, Jesson, and Carlisle
of the 6th, Shew of the 5th, and Ellmore, Simmonds, Holroyd, Munroe, and
Augustus Hart of the Remove. The 1 st named presents rether a mystery,
because he ceme to the school, not in a "Nelson Lee" story, but in the
"Boys' Realm", somewhere sbout No, 11 or 12 in 1919. ° In the "Nelson Lee"
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followving this dete, he wes mentioned ss though he were en o0ld steger, For
some years after this he wes mentioned frequently elthough never as a
leading light.

The one exception I mentioned only stayed et the sohool a few days,
but during that time csused more trouble then ell the rotters put together.
I am referring to Titus Alexis who came in No.221 ond wes expelled in
No.222% Alexis was, as you may have gathered, a Greek! His countrymen
may heve had a word for him, but the Removites were at » lossl For Alexis
haed a hatred for the British end of #11 things connected with Britein. You
may well esk why send him to school in Englend then? Well, there was a
reeson, but I'm blessed if I can think of one off hendl However, the fact
remains thet efter heaving bricks et a1l and sundry, end showing other en-
deering mannerisms, such eg trylng to ventilate Somerton with » teble knife,
he wes not exectly popular! During his brief stay 1t ecemed that every-
body was forming e queue for the exprees purpose of administering punish-
ment, corporel or otherwise!

That great.(in more ways than one) trenchermen and expert in things
gestronimic, Fettie ILittle, arrived in No.228, just in time to join the
Juniors in their werring-out sgeinst Mr. Mertin., = Unlike his femous con-
temporary Billy Bunter, he wes 2t once ¢ greet fovourite amongst the fellows
although his sppetite was something they could never fully understend, A
good cook end e decent fellow in every way, he soon took a prominent part
in the form's activities. Later he geined renown ss the goalkeeper for
the West House XI.

- few weeks later in No.236 thet teme luncotic Timothy Tucker, together
with his "isme" and "ologies", swells the number of the Removites. He
doesn't, however, blossom forth until leter stories. He played e leading
pert in the revolt against Dr., Stefford when he saw a chance of putting one
of his pet theories into operation, that of a school run on committee lines.

The Hon. Douglas Singleton created a sensetion within the first few
hours of his arrivel in No.240. The sensation wes ceoused by hig awesolute
recklessness in money metters. So much so that he was nicknemed "The
Spendthrift". He come to the school with £200,000 in his own right, so
perheps 1t wes not surprising thet he wes somewhat generous. It was not
long before he attracted the sttentions of e couple of shedy charecters
who helped him to dispose of more then e few pounds in questionable pursults,
but these amounts were mere chicken feed compared with the colossel amounts
hended over by the gullible Singleton to e mester confidence men called
Phillip Gore. Through verious schemes this cheery gentlemen, with the
help of the other two, relieved the Hon. Douglas of prectically every penny
he possessed. It is not until then thet Singleton realises that he was
one of that vast legion which the grest Bernum described so elegantly es |
"suckers'"! Once this realisetion is forced home to him he does his best
to get his own Wack. He coes this most admirebly by tricking the three :
of them into a veult in the monestry ruins where they sre eventually collec~ |
ted by the police. In the end, Singleton doesn't fare so badly after ell,
es he finds that his fortune, instead of being lost for good, is etill in
the Wwank in his own neme. He owes thls remerkoble fect to Nelson Lee, who

i
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hed been acting in his interests all elong, in the character of - surprise! -
Phillip Gorel! The whole objeot of the impersonation being to teach
Singleton & much needed lesson, which, needless to say, he %akes to heart.

Enother cight months elepse before the next new oy appeers. This is
Dick Goodwin in No.274. Dick was an inventor of no meen ebility, for the
new cotton loom he had invented, for use in his father's firm, was suffi-
ciently in advance of existing types to ettract the nefarious designs of &
rival concern, Unfortunotely for them, they didn't know Nelson Lee resided
et the school, and thereby hengs o tele., All that needs to be seid here
is that they shered the seme fete as most of Nclson Lee's other opponents.,:

Treading hot on his heels, or at any rete in the next series, in
No.285, comes Solomon Levi. Like many of his rece, Levl is & keen Businces |
man, and owing to the local cineme being put out of bounds and there being
no other, he decides to buy through his father sn old property celled
Bennington Grenge, with the object of building e cineme. The, owner of the
vetoed cinema, reelising that it is the end of the road for him, does all.
in his power to prevent the new cineme Wwelng built, By orgenising strikes
and all scrte of crookedness. Needless to say, the cinema is e huge -
success, and the only person not to benefit is Mr. Webb, the eratwhile e
cinema owner. :

About half a dozen minor cheracters are introduced beforé the,n@xt"
newcomer, but none played o lerge part end are hardly worth mentioning,
Hussi Rangit Lel Kahn errived unobtrusively in No.328 and remeined so for
some considerable time, although more wes heerd of him during the mysterious
oceurrences concerning his brother Goolsh Kehn later on,

John Mertin, who came next in No,349, was unusuel, inssmuch ag apart
from heving lost his memory when we first meet him, the suthor himself
suffered from loss of memory concerning him, ss after this story until in
the column "Between Ourselves" some yeers later, Mr, Brooks confessecs that
he had forgotten r1l about him! Anyway, John Mertin is wefriended by the
Heacmaster, and is given & place in the school mainly becsuse he mansges to
save the Head's life, It is eventually esteblished thet he wes the onhy
son of the late John Willard, of Willerds Island fame.

Two other cheps errive durlng this series. One of these (epart from
Hendforth) was destined to be the most popular character of the whole lot,
and that was the one and only Archi®eld Winston Derek Glenthorne. The
other was his complete opposite. I suppose that Enoch Snipe (who ceme et
the seme time as John Willard) must have been the most obmoxious schoolboy
in flotion, He would heve made a worthy son of Urish Heep. With his
cringing, slimy weys, he wes scon utterly detested by everybody, including
Fullwood & Co. who were not usually so particular. It wés not for nothing
that he was promptly nicknemed "The Worm", He was never featured much
after this series, but therc is st least one story in which he gete the
limelight., That is in No.8, lst New Series, where Hendforth is blamed
for something done by Snipe and getes the sack. (Incidentelly, this story
was reprinted in No,19 of the 3rd New Serics).

Archie Glenthorne ceme in No,.352 end he proved to be one of the
cheeriest and most humorous charecters one could wish to meet. A:ohie was
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one of the few introduced wefore eny thought of St. Prenks entered his
head. He first mede ecqueintance of the Removites owing to the latter
wishing to obtein en option on Willerds Islend, the property being on
Colonel Glenthorne's estate. Glenthorne takes en interest in the matter
and gets to 1like the Removites so well that he decides to persuade his
father to send him to St. Frenks. Arriving there, he joins in the hunt
for treasure buried on Willerds Islend, on behalf of John Willard, whose
fether, 1t wee known, had placed it there. Of course there is a geng of
cruoke (there usually was with buried treesure sbout) and Enoch Snipe is

their helper.

A few weeks leter in No,3A0 we meet, for the first time, & Chinese
boy, Yung Ching, and before very long he is kidnepped by a gent nemed
Fu Chow, who had some differences of opinion with Yung Ching's fether, old
Ching (I forget what his resl neme wasl) Poor old Ching - sorryl Yung
Ching is finally carted off on a slow boat to Chine where murky happenings
eare in store for him. This gives the Removites the opportunity for a
grend holidey in the South Seces, epart from discovering o lost country in
Antartica called New Anglie, wh.re there was an English colony living the
life of their ancestors of Plantagenet days.

That boat I mentioned must heve been e slow one, because Lord Dorrie= :
more's rescue perty ceught up with it in Egypt! Ching is rescued, of
course, and the villains are foiled.

After the holidasy perty returns, one of the first things thet happéned
was that Hendforth's pesce of mind is sadly disturbed. In other words,
his young brother Willy joins the Third (No.386). Imagine Willy Handforth,
the terror of the Third, dressed in 2 blue ssilor suit, complete with late
trimmings! That is how he presents himself, much to the consternation of
BEdward Osweld. The Third, of course, proceed to put Willy through the
mill, but.unfortunately for them, it is they who get the worst of it, From
that moment the Third lose their peece of minej; for Willy proceeds to
rule the rcost with en iron fist. In fact, Willy becomes & dictator.
Owen Minor is ousted from his job as Form captain, end Willy takes over.
However, in spite of ell this, he does more for his form then eny previous
ceptein., Eventuelly, realising that they have 2 leader worthy of the name,
they back him up in everything, becoming united for the first time,

Larry Scott, & boy who found it impossible to tell e lie (a most
awkward type to have ebout the place) ceme in No.393, but made only
infrequent eppearances.

Alf Brent, who arrived in No,408, wes a boy with a conviction  Thet
most Public Schoolboys were snobs. Although his father was Sir John Brent,
the Cheirmen of the Board of Governors, he decided to come to the school
in the guise of en ordinery working-cless led, whose father was o brick-
layer., For this purpose he adopts the neme of Alf Huggins. In ettempting
to prove his point he let himself in for e pile of trouble. Fullwood and
his set immediately do their best to get him thrown out by meking most of
the Removites entegonistic towards him, When his supposed feather comes
to visit him, the resentment of the majority reesched fever pitch and ¢
disgraceful scene ensues, in which the unfortunete Wwrickleyer is literally
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thrown out of the school. The better element, led by Nipper end Hendforth,
are disgusted with their fellow Removites, end try to stop the persecution,
but to no eveil. It is Archie Glenthorne, aristocrat though he wes, who
befriends Brent and helps him to stend up to the bitter feeling aroused.
Fullwood, by feking evidence eventually gets him expelled, but ®efore he
goes, the tebles are turned with e vengeance., The North Tower was struck
by lightning, and Fullwood wes trapped by falling masonry, with the building
egbout to collapse. Brent, without thought for himeelf, goes to the rescue.
Fullwood is saved, but Brent is knocked unconscious by collapsing brickwork.
He suffers concussion and his life is in danger, although later it is saved
by an emergency operation. The Remove, now thoroughly ashemed of itself,
try to meke emends end Fullwcod confesses, thus enabling Brent to be re-
insteted., Finally, Wy the time Sir John Brent ennounces that the boy they
had thought to be a brickleyer's son is his own, they have come to acoept
him as one of themselves.

That lanky oddity, Clarence Felloweg,is met by the Removites whilst
they are on a caraven holiday (No.416). Fcllowes was a poet and was
peculiar inasmuch as his speech is one long stream of poetry, of sorts. He
cannot make the most prosaic statement without turning it into a rhyme, As
he is bound for St.Franks the next term, he joined the cqravanners and
shared their ,dventures.

One of the most forceful and energetic types ever to take.tﬁe school
by storm was Busterfield Boots, who together with his five henchmen, Horace
Crowe, George Webb, Albert Crookes, Welter Denny, end Percy-Bray, ‘came from
Kondis College to St.Frenks in No.432., At the time of their arrivel all
the leading lights of the Remove are on holiday in fmerice, ' By the*time
they get back to the school they find Boots & Co. in possession of the !
College House., To their consternation they find that Boots is too tough’
a nut for them to creck. Nipper & Co,., decide to pay him back in his own
coin and form a secret society in which Buster is subjected to & reign of
terror, 211 to himself. The light of reason brought home to him et last:
the folly of his maed lust for power. He wes sobered, and felt ashemed of
himself. - His o0ld supporters now turned agaeinst him. They regerded him
as a bully and & cowerd. 'In the lest story of the series he proves to
everyone that he is neither, and the Buster we came to know later, emerges.
Incidentally, before I go on to the next character, I might add that Irene
Menners & Co. of the Moor View School, meke their spperence in this series,,
in No.436.

We have hed an Americen, Jepanese, Indian and Chinese slreedy, belonging
to the school, and now, just to show its cosmopcliten charecter, along comes
Ulysses Spencer Adems of "Lil' ol' Noo York" . As might be expected he 1is
the son of a millionaire! Although inclined to extol America to the
detriment of every other netion, he is decent enough in the mein, snd soon
settles down. He was not feetured prominently in later stories, but there
is one series, in the 2nd New Series, in which he is made Form Captain, but
that was a long wey off., :

Another chap with characteristics definitely off the beaten track was
Hubert Jerrow, who arrived shortly after Adems in No.448., Jerrow became
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known as the human gremophone, He wes a terror to get into conversation
with, for no-one knew where they would end up. , When Hendforth, in his
customary brusque way, demanded to know'his name, he enswered him by
saying, Jerrow. Without a second's pause he went on to take about Jarrow
the towm, from this to shipbullding yerds, meesurements, feet, boots,
Boots the Chemist, cemeres, weather, fog, soup, tometoes and fruit until
he is stopped by Handforth (who ie ebout to burst e blood vessel). One
is inclined to sympathise with Hendforth, for salthough amusing to read,

I should imagine that Jarrow would have grown up to be the most creshing
®ore that ever was. It was amezing to the fellows how he would link wup
everything in the most naturel way. They never knew, if they asked him
the time, but that he would end up talking about knives end forks or some
such.totally unconnected subject.

Horace Stevens, later to become Better known s Williem Napoleon
Browne's friend, is mentioned for the first timc in No,.462.

A circus provides us with the next two new boys, Johnny end Bertie
Onions. Their story begins in No.463 when they esre members of the River
House school. They do not trensfer to St.Franks until No.470. The
St.Frenks jJtuniors help them to run the circus which had been keft on
their hends by thelr father. There ere many alerums and excursions
owing to their meneger, & beauty with the wonderful nsme of Simon Sneyle,
trylng to wreck the show., The circus is eventually put on its feet and
Sneyle peys the penalty by dying of heart feilure, which I thought weg e
bit hard on him!

With No.4B5 a slight chenge in the school takes place. The College
House is renemed the Modern House, snd the Remove, which has grown tco.

big for Mr. Crowell to hendle, is split in two., The Ancient House section)

under Mr, Crowell wes known es the Ancient House Fourth, and the Modern
House Juniors under & new mester, the weedy and unpopular Mr.Horace Pyecraf]
are calleéd the Modern House Fourth. Later this title is chenged agein
to the Remove and Fourth, ‘the Ancient House boarding the Remove and the
Modern, the Fourth.

A nasty picce of work celled Cleude Carter made a short sojourn in
the Remove, commencing with No.486. One of the seniors dies of heert
failure during o champegne and gembling party. The ensulng scandal nearly
results in St.Frenks having to close down, Nevertheless, owing to Reggie
Pitt, who was Form ceptein st the time, end other Removites, the situstion
is saved., Claude Certer, however, does his best to drag the name of
St.Fronks in the mud eand it isimadgnlysdue to him that the Remove's efforts
are nearly brought to nought. He is detected in this and is expelled in
No.492.

Richt at the top, emong the nemes of the most popular characters that
eppeared in the "Nelson Lee! will be found the name of William Napoleon
Browne (Nepoleon being his own addition). Browne was the possessor of
the most astonishing nerve of anyone in the school, and a prectical joker
of the first order. His first appe arence et the school was enough to
prove this. In the story No.513 he was en route to St.Franks to mcet
Stevens, prior to coming to the school as a scholar the followin: term.

On his way hc meets & Ruritenien sort of Prince, who is also going to
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St.Franks to pey en informal visit. Browne persuades him that the school
1s composed of hooligens., The Prince, being a weedy sort as well as a
first-rete enob, teakes fright and canceld- his eppointment by telegram,
Browne, aleso by telegram, retracts the first. When he arrives at St.
Frenke he is misteken for the Prince, * He is shown round the school by
the Headmaster during wich tour he was taken to the Third and Fourth class—
yoomg, wherc the boys ere at lessons., His first action is to give them the
moyuling off! He dines with the Head snd generally mekes himself at home.
By the time evening oomes he has invited himself to stay the night, and is
all set to carry the Joke still further, when Hendforth, who has discovered
a photograph of the real prince, exposes him, thinking he¢ is a erook.
Handforth, of course, fancies himself ess a detective, but he is a little
crestfallen when Browne calmly announces that the Head is aware of his
identity and has helped him to fool the schooll The Headmaster of course
is speechless, but soon the humour of the situation appesals to him and .
Browne is forgiven, but only a Browne could have talked his wey out of it,

About this time the St. Franks Gallery was in full swing and we were
introduced to a number of boys who had not been mentioned in the storiea
prior to this date. Most of them I fancy were introduced to swell the .
numbers of the Third, Fifth, and Sixth, as only a few of the fellows of .
these forms were brouéht into the stories, although necarly all of them
were mentioned in subsequent yarns.

s Whilst the Gallery was in progress, ome 6th Former weas mentioned in
the stories - Guy Sincleir in No.516. Sincleir was of Faullwood's Wreed;
but with one particular difference, he was an excellent cricketer.. It
was, Sin¢lair's shady habits thet decide Fenton to cut him out of the
First XI. Most of the seniors, not knowing Fenton's reasons, support
Sinclair, some support Fenton. By judiciously fenning the fleme of dis-
content, Sinclalr, with the aid of Grayson and Shew of the Sth, Fullwood
end Co. of the Fourth, and Fullerton cf the 3rd, meneges to bring awout e
complete split in the school, and a bitter feud results. Sometime after-
wards, in another story, when the feud is forgotten, he blackmails
Mr. Beverley Stokes into meking him captein of the West House where he
institutes a reign of despotism. A barring-out ensues, =snd when Sincleir's
blackmailing is exposed, it results in him being éxpelled. This was in
N005600 ! ;

Only one more neweomer remains to be mentioned. He was not o
prominent character in himsclf, but by his friendship and demeenour
manages to accomplish something thet hed never been managed before. I am
referring to Fullwood's reformetion. The miracle worker? - Clive Russell.
It happens during e cruise to the South Seas when Lord Dorriemore Wefriends
Clive's father. Russell Senior knows where an immense pearl fishing
ground 1s to be found. He had shered expenses with a men he had thought
was a friend, only to be tricked and left strended in Sen Frencisco.

Lord Dorriemore hears the story, and taking the usual crowd with him set
out for the South Seas, taking Mr., Russell and Clive as steward =nd cakin
boy. An unwanted guest is Fullwood, who hes wangled en invitation from
Dorriemore. It is owing to Clive seving Fullwood's life from a sh&rk
that the latter graduelly changes for the better. They became friends

and when Russell's father decides t%7%;?d him to St.Franks, Fullwood



menages to cut loose from his old essocietes end shares e study with
Clive.

When the new term commences some redical changes have been made.
The school had been rebuilt and insteed of two Houses there were now four -
the Ancient, Modern, West, end Eest Houses. This meent e complete Te~
shuffling of the juniors snd considersble chenges in the personnel of the
verious housep., Up to thie point no lesé then 1§2 scholars had been
mentioned, consisting of 29 Third Formers, 82 Removites, 22 Fifth Formers '
gnd 19 Sixth Formers. Other cheracters, not mentioned in this article
amount to 109. This does not include members of the Moor View or River
House Schools.

It is here that we must leave the school and its members, but I hope
next year to complete the etory of how they errived.

e Q0O
CHARACTERS OF 'PHE NiLSON LEE LIBRARY (OLD SERIES)
IN ORDER OF THEIR APPEARANCE

Third Formers 01‘4’%1 House  Remove Q&%'.' House
George Fullerton 122 Ancient Nipper as Besil Bennett 112 Ancient
(Chubby ) Joseph Heath 132 " " " himself 166 n
Jack Owen (Minor) e v Robert Christie 112 College
] 1
Christopher (Jujey) 154 Roddy Yorke " e,
- : " Charlie Talmadge
Dicky Jones 166 Lo Elmpon 3 o
Ronald Parry (Minor) 188 College " o1 a4s1d " L
Stanley Kerrigan 263 Ancient Biiﬂ S ivon 5 3y
| Leonard Simns 304+ SOLENS Sirliauncelot Tregellis-
Willy Handforth 386 AHCient West " .Anqient
Fred Meson 510 Seﬂote  Tommy Watson " !
[ " " Relph Leslie Fullwood 1 "
NS iy ey Albert Gulliver " "
8 "
Vfally Sullivan ‘ 5|]'.1 3 George Bell " "

Eric Gates

Edger Button " " David Merrell " "

Frederick Merriott " "

Cyril Harper _ 512 "

"Blffred C:gfiroy (Minimus) " " Metthew Noys " "
%ob’hy Dexter 513% " Welter Church " "

Arthur Deakin " " Teddy I,Ong " 1"

Thomas Hobhse 514 u" Eawerd Oswald Handforth " "

Roderick Foote " " Arnold I\{[CClure l': ::

Victor Hopkins " " Owen Major

Thomes Tri 515 " Robert Canhem 124 "

James Hookpp ' " " Arthur Hubbard " "
e Short (6) " "

1 "
RRad Y D : Timothy Griffithe ¥t

&1 "
%ii:l:yB]]).g:l;e 5?;6 " Harold Doyle " "
Ha Dewson " " Timothy Armstrong " "
Jig Hc;pe " " Lincoln " "
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Albert Crookes
Walter Denny
Percy Bray

Remove (Contd.) Ong. House Remove (Contd.) CN?' House
Welter Skelton 114 /Ancient Ulysses Spencer Adame 442 Ancient
Justin B. Farman ‘i " Hubert Jerrow 448 »
Clement Turner 116 College Johnny Onions s "
Joseph Page . g Bertie Onions . - =
Donald Harton B Cloude Carter (7). 486 "
Arthur Steele (6) b " Clive Russell §2g < M
Williem Freeman 128 " lFifth z
Ceoll De Xgigrie 122 Angient Herold Greayson 116 - College
’ Welter Bryent 138 Ancient
i Y?kama 133 ' Cuthbert Chambers 148 "
Top Segesh i 1 A Arthur Phillips W
Cyril Conroy (Minor) 140 " - P
Stephen Perry 187 College
Eric Dalles 149 College
Prederick Shew 188 "
Duke of Somerton 166 Ancient
Walter Hitchin 191 "
Reginald Pitt 170 1)
e Williem Simms 196 Antient
Julien Clifton 2
i Salter () "~2Hp - .
Jaok Grey 178 Percivel Drake ~ 295 .College
Nicodemus Trotwood 187 4 Regineld Swinto 3610 s
Cornelius Trotwood A M Eggar Sopp = 443 w0
| " 7 v
Ingens, JEinore 203 Horece Stevens 462 Ancient
Robert Simmonds " " Lt
Yow (6) " " Wallace 485 w
' : Williem Nepoleon Browne 513 -
T4tus Alexis 221 "
Bertrem Love 517 See Note I
John Holroyd 223 College ‘
Percival Drake Ry % ¢
Edwin Monroe " "
Stanley Hulbert b " L
Peter Cobb M "
hugustus Hert " Ancient 0°OTES e S o
" " A
Jemes (Fatty) Little 228 " Ry Eare L '
Timothy Tucker 236 " Sixth B :
Hon.Dougles Singleton 240 . Arthur Morrow (5) 112 incient
Dick Goodwin 274 " Hobart Conroy §M830r (5)118 "
Solomon Levi 285 Welter Starke (2) (5) 125 "
Hubert Churchmen 301 College Simon Kenmore (5) ) ..
Hollend " v Arthur Lembert (3) 126 ”
Gale (6) 328 "’ George Wilson (5) 135 u
Husei Rengit Lal Kehn " Ancient Edger Fenton (5) 140 "
John Willerd es Welter Reymolds (5) 187 College
Je Mertin 349 it Cyril Jesson 2 -
Enoch Snipe U t Herold Carlisle aitH .
Archie Glenthorne 352 " Herold Frinton 195 Ancient
Yung Ching 360 0 Llewellyn Rees 196 "
Larry Scott 393 " Percivel Mille (5) " College
Alf Brent es . Augustus Parkin 485 i
Alf Huggins 408 " Guy Sinclair 516 lodern
| Clarence Fellowe 416 " Francis Goodchild 522 See Note I
John Busterfield Boots 432 College Charles Payne 583 Wy oM s
Horace Crowe David Biggleswade (5) 524 Ancient'
George Webb " " Leslie Stanhope " See Note I
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- 0,5.No.

Lord borriemore
Umlosi

Nelson Lee as Mr.Alvington
Dr. Malcombe Stafford
Mrs. Hakﬁ
Mr. Crowell
Jones Porlock
Werren
Arthur Grey
Inspector Jameson
P. C. Sparrow
Mrs. Poutter
Eerl ond Lody Westbrooke
Dr. Brett
Jeremiah Mudford
Mr. Stockdole -
Mike Bradmore
Cept. Burton

Mr. Goodall
Tubbs
Williams

Mexry Jene

Mr. Suncliffe

Mcnsieur Leblanc

Sir Crewford Grey

Rev. Bthelbert G odchild

Mr. Binks

Mr. Podgett

8ir John Brent

Lady Mornington
Ellen
Jone
Broome
Wiggins

Mr. Arthur Kirby

Edith Hondforth

Sir Edward Hondforth

Mr, Hudson

Mr. McNebb

Jcsh Cuttle

Maude Cresswell

Jenkins

Tinker

Colonel Glenthorne
Phipps

Mr. Sharpe

Lumpy Bill

105

112

114

120
125
126
"
129
130
132
133
156
138
139

142
148
154
156
178
19T
198
199
206
237
250

"

254
257

"

260
270
275
300

236
253
354
363
364

Big Game Hunter end Explorer

Lord Dcrricmore's companion,
Kutamas

/ncient House Housemoster

Heedmasgter

Twk shop proprietor

4th Form Master later Remove master

Proprietor of the White Hart Public House

Porter. Left in No.274

Capt. Bannington Gremmar School Fourth

Pclice Inspector Bannington

Policeman, Bcllton,

Ancient House Housekeeper

Tregellis-Test's Uncle and /Aunt

Villege Doctor

Villoge Postman

College House Housemoster

Bookmeker

Tom Burton's frthur. Latcr Skipper of
Wenderer.

Owner of rocing bosts ot Caistowe

‘ncient House Pege Bey

Dr. Brett's

Ancient House Housemaid ¢

Third Form Mester

French lMoster

Jeck Grey's fother P

Vicer of Bellton Church :

Grocer of Bellton

Fifth Form Master

Governor (Later Cheirmen)

Lord Dorriemore's sister

Meidservent

Ancient House Cuok

Head Gardener

Bellton Station Porter

Hendforth's Brother~in-law

Hendforth's eldest sister

Hendforth's father

18t officer un the "Wanderexr'

Chief Fngineer, the “Wnndurof'

School Porter

Headmaster's sister, m. Sir Horace

(mentioned)

Headmaster's Butler before Phipps 9

Sexton Blake's ssgistant

Archic Glenthorne's father

Archie Glenthorne's vonlet

Ironmonger of Bellton

Belltin holligen. Blacksmith's son.

Chief of
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Mr. Fielding 365

Ceistowe Motorboat Owner
Bellton Station-mester

Sports Mester
Heedmistress M or View School
Housekeeper Mcor View School
Foremen. Holt's Farm,
Farm Lebourer, Holt's Farm.
Gencrel hendymen, St. Franks,
Temporary Head,
West House.
Unler Mistress Moor VlGW
Fourth Form Magter
Science Mester

Mr. Spence 384
Farmer Hclt 390 .
Mr, Clifford 396
Miss Charlotte Bond 436
Mrs. Trecey L
Joe Catchpole A46
Tom Belcher i
Greggs 458
Mr. Beverley Stokes 471
Miss Perry 474
Mr. Horace Pyecreft 485
Professor Sylvester Tucker 494
Mr. Robert Lengton 527
Mr. Warner Russell 529

THE MOOR VIEW SCH

Violet Watson.
Tithel Church
Agnes Christine
Irene Menncrs
Marjorie Temple
Dorie Berkeley

Tesse Love
1} 1]

First mentioned
" "

"
"

6th Form Mester

Clive Russell's fother.
00L. Introduced No.436
215

"
436
439

Y
A64 with Onions Circus
470 Moor View

-

143
Mr. ragg "
Hon. Aubrey De Vere Wellborne "
Hon. Bertram Cerstoirs "
Hone. Cyril Coctes "
Hel Brewster
George Glynne
Dare Ascott
Leighton
Kingswood, Norton, Howke, Brampt
Riley No. 455
NOTES
(1) Mentioned only in Portreit G
Expelled Nos 211.
Expelled No. 126

Expelled No. 222
Prefects
Mentioned once  or twice

Expolled 492

only

~ WIS W™ N

Joan Tarrent % " 474
Ena Hendforth b b 488
Winnie Pitt i L 515
THE RIVER HOUSE SCHOOL. Intro.No. 143
Dr. Mclyneux Hoggs Principol

Under Mester

on, Grent, Binghem, A1l No.312.

allery, St. Fronk's MPPSZinG.

. Assumed to heve left.
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A JgpuxéaJU? Evening

~ thet went with those pre-1914 days. The complete inability of Misse

By P. A. Walker

A few weeks ago I wes very pleased to receive on enclent copy
of -the Gem from one of the enthusiestic members of our circle of col-
lectors. The title of ‘the story wes "Grimes of the Fourth", and
dealt with the errivel at St. Jim's of the villoge grocer's boy. T+
occurred to me after reading this good old-feshioned yern, that dhe
number’ of cheracters sppeering feirly regulerly in the St, Jims-
Greyfriers sege not actuslly in the schools themselves wes quite con-
sideresble. Consequently I spent on engrossing evening recently
checking how meny I could find., I must confess that my observetions
are not complete. Neither have I included "birds of pessege" such
es characters like & temporary mester eround which o "fiftcen number"
geries wes built.

Some intensely interesting stories were written eround meny of
these cheracters, end one of my earliest recollections is Miss Priscills
Fewcett, Tom Mexry's governess. It is only neturel that the introduc-
tion of this cheracter csuses one to think back to the deye of pony end
treps leisurely local treins chuffing into country stations; ~Archibeld
Joyce waltzes; strowkerries end creem et gerden partiesy hot sunshine
and dusty roeds; pleesent days on the river; echool sports with
Coronation mugs es prizes, end, of course, the feeling of speciousness

Fawcett to recognise that Tom Merry wes growing up is probebly = 1little
too far-fetched, ond, ot eny rate to me, this tendency to cericeture
certain charecters which have eppeared regularly over the yeers, hes *
always been one of Mr. Charles Hemilton's werk points.

"Miss Priscille's Mission" is the title of » story I have in my
possessgion,

Another femele of similar type is Coker of the Fifth's Aunt Judy,
who eppeers quitec frequently, usually to "put the wind up" the venerablq
Heed end Mr. Prout. Taggles, of course, is 2 St. Jim's institution,
o8 is Gosling of Greyfriers. Neither chorescter eppeers to have done
much else except "let in" late-comers, or hoist up offenders for the
purpose of enebling either Dr., Holmes or Dr. Locke to sdminister
chestisement. Both sre extremely susceptible to tips from the wealth-
ier members of #11 forms, end both ere iresscible grumblers. They elso
have e weekness for "the bottle". They ore very definite cherecters,
eand ere port end parcel of the femous yerns.

Two very ettrective feminine "regulers" are Cousin Ethel end
Merie Rivers. Cousin Ethel is, of course, in the vory esrly issues
of the Gem, ond we love the little episodes which occur between Figzins
end the one end only Gussy. She had & Boys Friend 3d, Iibrery all to
herself which wes entitled "Cousin Ethel's Schooldays".

I elways seem to connect her Gem appearences with the Germen spies
who ebounded in the Sussex countryside between 1914 end 1918. She hes
been rescued by heir's bresdths from being gored to deeath by frantic
bulls, or e wetery greve in the River Serk curiously in flood both in
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July end December. Merie Rivers, the associete of Talbot in meny fine
yerns, was a very well drawn cheracter, although she appeered to possess
the weys and outlook of a young women of thirty at the asge of sixteen.
The stories entitled "The Call of the Pest", "Cast out from the School",
end "Loyal to the Last" brought her well to the fore with snother outside
character, her father, John Rivers, the cracksmon, who leter made emends,
keceme. o corporal, end finished the wer o captein end V.C, "Wimnning his
Spurs", another grend Telbot ysrm, elso had Merie Rivers well featured,
and included another fairly regulsarly appearing character, one Hnokcy
Welker.

These Talbot yerns eppealed to me more then eny others during a
period of particulerly fine stories. 1915 sew the sppearence of e down-
at-heal sctor, onc¢ Horetio Curll, who found solace in whisky and soda, and
was regponsible for luring Monty Lowther awey from school on several
occasions, .once in en smusing yern celled the "Cell of the Cineme",., No
sound films in those days! The pienist plugging swey for deer life,
preferably the lest resounding hars of "Orpheus in the Under-world",
fading et the appropriate moment into "If you were the only girl in the
world".

Lowther was seved from much trouble and woe by faithful friends in
another tale of the stage ond Horatio Curll. Joseph Benks, o gentlemen
of turf and tovern is scen regularly in theé pages of the Gem,  He hes
been responsible for relieving meny  erring schoolboys of their surplus
odgh. Desplte meny immersions in ditch end duckpond a2t the hands of
high-minded St. Jim's juniors, he continued to snjoy the company, at late
houreg, of Messrs. Cutts, Knox, Levison, Crooke and Cumpany. :

' Harry Wharton's uncle, Colonel Wherton of Wharton Lodge, Surrey.,
ceme into the Greyfriars picture mostly 2t holiday times, Christmes being
his fevourite period. With Wharton's .unt Amy he was part of the country
heuse background for meny thrilling Yuletide adventures, usuelly coming to
the fore et about midnight, clad in dressing-gown, and hunvily armed with
e poker in order to give some ettention to some mersuder. . Wherton Lo~ ge
hes apparently been burgled, and "ghost-hunted" more then eny other Surrey
mension, and hes been the scene cf some roclly fine yerns.,  One cennct
leeve the place without mention of Wells, the butler, but I have a faint
recollection of another nsame like Werninghem in the early Magnets.

When sinister cheuffeurs anc "ecormy" schoolmasters were hanging -
eround Greyfriars one could always bet thet it wouldn't be long before
the famous detective, Ferrers Locke, looked in, With on ex~Removite,
Jack Drake, in attendénce, he could be reckoned to bring the oriminel to
book within sixteen issues of the Megnet. - But, it must be ¢ confessed,
not without the invalueble assistance uf the Femous Five, invariably led
by the Bounder, who had the culprit "teped", practlcnlly as Locke was
stepping from the trein et Courtfield Junction.

Mention of the police brings to mind the frequent appearences of
P.Cs, Torer and Crump, of Friardele end Rylcombe Constebuleries respec—
tively. It is cdoubtful whether such types exist todey, or have ever
existed, even for village pollcemen, but probably they did in our country
districts, before ‘crime became one of our major industries.
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Another policemen who occesionally groced Creyfriers wes Inspector
Skeat, but we heve alweys wondered how on serth-he rose to such eminence,
o8 the Remove were elways on the spot firss. One remembers the esse with
which the Bounder shielded Jim Velentine when Skeet was on his heels, and
_another occesion when & temporery mester nemed Steel and the portly
inspector were outwitted by Vherton end Vernon-Smith.

Some of the most populer stories were those which introduced the
Highcliffe orowd. The great "Pon" who shonld, apperently, hove been at
Borstel, end not Highcliffe. Gedsby and Vevesour end Monsony Frenk
Courtenay end his chum De Courcy; Mr. Mobbs, the fawning form-mester, end
the curious Dr. Voysey: All these people were introduced from time to
time in meny & grend series. A story elweys fresh in my mind deelt with
Wibley's impersonation of the effable Mr. Mobbs. An unlikely yarn, but
highly smusing.

The Cliff House girls enpeered regulerly over a long period, end
St. Jim's had its rivel school in Rylcombe Gremmar School. Gordon Gey end
Cowere for ever thinking up some jape only to be finolly dished by
Tom Merry and Co. efter meny duckings end snow-fights.

Reverting to the racing end billierds pleying fraternity, we hed
Tickey Tepp of unenvieble reputation, Joey Cobtb of the Three Fiehers, and
meny dthe;igenflemen who exuded beer end beccy!

The;frequent holideys spent by the St. Jim's men at Eastwood House
served to introduce Lord Bastwood end Gussy's elder brother Lord Conway,
& young gentlemen whose ege wes very difficult to determine, although he
seemed 1o serve with distinction in the 1914-1918 wer. ’

Towerds the end of this wer o gentlemen of unkempt eppearence and pwR}y
character mode his how in the St. Jim's district, namely Mr. Zacharieh
Pepper. Mr. Pepper owned o bern which beceame famous s the heedquarters
of the St. Jim's parliament. One outstanding yerr in which this barn
played & prominent part wes the Gem Christmes Number of 1917, "A Shadow of
the Past", feoturlng Velentine Outrem, & schoolboy strong men who used it
o8 a hide-out from lew snd order,and despité the loss of Severel: gtones ¢
t. his privations and e diet of turnips from the fields, proceeded tc ley
out several St. Jim's juniors of greet fighting quelities, J.N. Pentelow,

I believe, wrote most of the stories desling with the St. Jim's parlioment.
No doubt Mr. Eric Feyme would be able tc cover this.

Some mention must be made of the various "regulars" who were either
shcpkeepers or tredespecple such as Uncle Clegg, Mr. Mimble, Mrs. Mﬂnble,
Mrs. Kebble end others. I slweys disliked Chorles Hemilton's haobit of
using & neme for tradespeople which waes e sort of pun, such ss "Miss Bunn",
of o certein Courtfield or Weyland confsctiorery establishment, cr
"Mr. Topper" who kept & hetshop. ALnd, of courae, the use of terms like
"Welshers hendicep" & the "Swindle'em Stekes". I think this would heve
been mere understendedle if the perticular vern wes intended to be comical,
but it wes frequently introduced into stories which had the possible
expulsion of & wrong-doer, ond conteined chapters of some dremetic quality.

Colonel Potter, Sir Regineld Brooke sre old fevcurites, and there comcs
tc mind two very femous charscters who h:'ve been in the Gem most of its ]
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life, Herries bulldog Towser, and Wally d'Arcy's Pongo. I have recol-
lections of both at one time or snother hoving tales to themselves.

Amongst the meny parents who have regularly appeered, Mr. Herbert
Semuel Vernon-Smith, the Bounder'!s father, is remembered because of his
efforts to get the Head to rescind his deeision 2bout his son's expulsion,
8o richly deserved. Major Cherry, Tom Redwing's father, Mr. Levison,
and Mr., William Bunter have all looked in from time to time.

The character who first inspired this idea of mine, Grimes, the
grocer's boy from Rylcombe, was & member of the village footbell team
who frequently visited St. Jim's, and et Greyfriers Solly lLezerus end
his father, who supplied wit with his props, were frequently mentioned.,

There were many other characters who moved through this great series,
end all heve helped to contribute towards some grand tales, which to my
mind heve never been surpassed in schoolboy fiction.

FENN, CLIVE ROBERT:

Born about 1870. Son of famous writer for boys, ‘George
Menville Fenn. Wrote for the 01d Flag (Nov.) 1899 "The
White Flower" (Digby) 1900, and one or two other books. . -
Contributed to Aldine publlcations, inswers Library, Pluck,
Heartsease, Home Circle, Girls Friend, Diamond lerary,
Boys Friend, etc. at one time Competltlon Editor, Amalgam—
fted Pregss. Was one of the substitute writers of St.Jdim's,
and Greyfriars stories, and in the opinion of the "Master"
the best of the bunch. A very modest and quietly clever:
man. Had an article in "Tom Merry's 4nnual". ‘

FINNEMORE, JOHN E:

His historical story "The Black Galley", was one of
the three serials starting in No.l of the Boys Realm (1902),
Later wrote several serials and complete stories concerning
Tom Sendys, Teddy Lester & Co. of Slapton School. One of -
most popular characters was & Jap. That was in the days of
course when we ugsed to sing about "gallent little Japen'.
Interesting feature about Slapton was Rugby was playcd
ingtead of the usual Soccer. All the Slapton stories were
published in book form and can be found to-day in most
public libraries. They &re well worth reading being &n
ideal blend of humour, sport and adventure. Recently
re-published six volumes by I&timer House, Ludgete Hill. .

HAWKE, CAPT. ROBERT:

Best known as the writer of the Baldy's Angels, flying
stories which had & long run in the Ranger, and later re-
published in the Boys Friend Library. 4lso wrote detective,
speedway, and adventure stories for the Ranger, end other
A.P.Papers.
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Collectors’ Whay Who pamtjiby

DT PR—— - e s i s o

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby

A Collector's Digest Annucl without its Who's Who would be like Hamlet
without the Prince. It hes become to meen s much to story peper collector
as Wisden's to devotees of king cricket. It has been o sheer delight to
hear time end time sgein of firm friendships that have been formed by ite
aid.

It is interesting to note that our youngest member is 13, our eldest
75, end there's almost every other sge in between. Thore arc o large
number of new names, and we have on idea we sholl be seying the seme thing
next ycar.

We have made a slight slterstion this yeer by placing oollectors'
likes in order of preference.

Here are the Groups:

1. Victorian'Papers.

2. Eerly 20th Century.

3. Aldines,

4. Coptain, Boys' Own Poper, Chums snd similar papers.

5+« "Hemilton" Papers. :
(o) Megnet, (b) Gem, (c) Penny Popular, (d) Schoolboys' Own,
¢) Holiday Annual.

6. Sexton Bleke, : _ .

e) Union Jack, (b) Sexton Blake Libreries.
Detective Weeklies.

T+ Nelson Lee end Monster Libreries.

8. Between Two Wers.
(Chempion, Thriller, Renger, Modern Boy, eto. )

9. School Friend, Schoolgirls' Own, ctc.
10, Comics.

w Denotes Collector's first appesrence in Who's Who.

ADLEY , DEREK JQHN

19 Breithweite Gardens, Stanmore, Middlesex. 'Phone: Wordsworth 4484,.-
Age 22. Groups 5 (a) (b). 7. 5(e) (d) (c¢) 6(v) (2) (¢). 3.

Interested mainly in stories by Charles Hemilton, Mexwell Scott and
E.S. Brooks. Hes been collecting 10 years end has now about 2,000 pnpurs.
Compiles liste of titles of most boys' papers.

¥ ANDERSON, L, T.

51 Holmewood Gardens, Brixton Hill, London, S.7.2,
Age 38,  Group 5 (2) (v) (e) (c) (a).
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ALLEN, LEONARD M.
%, Montgomery Drive, Sheffield T. .
Age 43. Groups 4, T, 2, 6(c) (b) (c) 5(c). 8. 5(a) (v) ().

Requires Nolson Lees (o0ld series); comic papers (1912—1926); Coptoins,
Chums, Cheerio, Nugget 3d. Libraries, etc.'

ARMITAGE, TOM
205, Batley Roed, Alvcrthorpe, Wokefield, Yorks.

Lge 45. Groups 5 (o to e), 6(2) (b) (e)s 7. 8.

In Group 8 particulerly interested in Boys' Hernld Young Britain,
ond Boys' Weekly.
¥ BARTLETT, C.J.
20, Broomfield Rocd, Beckenhem, Kent.

Age 18,  Groups 5(2) (b) (a) (e).

Lt present hes no collection, but is kceenly interested in St.Jims ond
Greyfriers stories and would like to hove Gems omd Megnet lists. THis
father was a reader in the ecorly days of the two papers.

B.RTLETT, HENRY J. H,
Pees Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.
Groups 2, 3, 4, 5(9) (b) (d)'(e)°_

. Is perticularly interested in Sidney Drew's Ferrers Lord stories, £1so
Fontesie, #nd the Ceptein Justice yarns. In Group 4 not interested in
Coptains, : TR,

B.RNETT, LEONARD ‘

2, New Street, Pittshill, Stoke-on-Trent.
Age 31, Group 5 (o) (a).

BAWDEN, WILLI.M L,

7, Penryn Street, Redruth, Cornwall.
Group 5.

BAXENDALE, VINCLNT ANTHONY
, Vincent Street, Openshaw; Menchester 11.

ige 30, Groups 5(e) (b) (e) (e). 6(b) (c) (o). 7. 8

# BE.RDSELL, FREDERICK CLIFFORD
"plymstock", Ross Avenue, Devemport, Stockport, Cheshire.

ige 45.  Groups 5(¢) (b) (d). 6(a).
Hes been ¢ keen reeder of Megnets end Gems sincc 1912 end is @8
intercsted as ever. Enjoys discussing the pepers with others.

BENNETT , RAYMOND V.,
64, Dudley Road, Tipton, Staffs.
groups 5(a). 7. 5(v) (d). 6(e).

BENTLEY, J. BREEZE
4, Grenfell Drive, Bradford Moor, Bradford.

Group 5(e) (w) (d).
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BLUNDEN, ANTHONY :
43, Blnfield Lvenue, Teddington, Middlesex.,
uge 14.  Groups 5(2) (d) (v) (e) (c).
A On the look out for llognets batween 1000-1120, Gems 914-917, 100-1100.
5.0.L's, Greyfriars, St.Jims ond Rookwoods ®efore 300, Any Boys' Fricnds.
also 5:0.L's 303, 354, 381, 402, 405, 408, 411.

BLYTHE, ROBERT
46, Cerleton Road, Hollowey, London, N,7.

Age 34. Groups 7. 5(a).

48 most collectors cre aw re is the No.l cuthority on the Nelson Lec
Librery. Until recently hod o complete collection; then three copies,
No's 139, 140 end 141 old series were stolen ot the London Exhibition.
Naturally extremely enxious to ruplece these. Also wants Mognets below
1000.

# BOL.ND, JOHN 4,
12, Cullenswood Gardens, Merton Drive, Renclegh, Dublin, Tirc,
Lge 18. . Groups 5(2) (b) (d). ’

Is a8 keen on the Mrgnet os members of en older gencretion.
Possesseg & straight run of 133, Also » few Gums snd S.0.L's. All
in mint condition. Wishes to obtein C.D's nrior to October 1948,
Attends University of Dublin (Trinity College).

BOND, HERBERT MAURICE
10 Erw Wen, Rhiwbine, Cordiff.
€& 3T . Group 6 (ell), : b

BOTTOMLEY , FRED
48 Downhills Pork Roed, Tottenhem, London, N+1T.
Group 5 (ell).

# BRADSHAW, WALTER A.
3644 N. Ozkley Avenue, Chicago, 18, Illinois, U.S..i.
Lge 54.  Groups 6 (2) (e)

BRETHERTON, T.P.
Heskin, Nr. Cherley, Lones,

Groups 1 and 2.

Wishes to obtein Boys' Lepder (Pearsons) 54 to 101, Lot-o'-Fun,
Comic Cuts.

BRANTON, W. LESLIE
63 Thoresby Street, Hull, Yorks.
Group 5 (a) (e).

Hes succeeded in obteining in Just o year 800 Megnets cnd 7 Holiday
Annuels.  Is particularly enxiocus to 2dd Megnet No. 1186
Hes sevcrel Mognets for exchenge.

BURROW, RONALD
1, Albert Squore, Yeadon, : Leeds.

hge 38, Groups T. 5 (a) (b).

Lnxious to obtoin Nelson Lees (old series) 17, 30, 78, 114. Also
44, Mervel Vol.I (1894).
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CAIDWELL, RAYMOND L.
P.0. Box 515, Lancester Pe, U,S.i.
Lge 55+ Groups 1, 2, 3, 6.

Desires to obtain complete files of ebove groupsy bdbut also heas
specimens of all others. Perticularly would like to buy volumes or loose
numbers of Boys of London and eny similer lerge story pepers of that period.
Also meny other Victorian sets and volumes. . Heos 2n enormous collection
of over 60,000 Americen #nd English papers.

# CLSE, FRANCIS
4, Dee Street, Liverpool 6.

Age 43. Groups 5 (e11). 7. 8. 6(a) (b). 3. 2. 4. 1, 6(ec).
CHIID, A.C.
64. Gilber¥stone Lvenue, Birminghem 26.

: Group T.

® CHECKLEY, PETER
18, Terlington Road, Coundon, Coventry,

hge 15. Groups 5, 6, 8

Has o small collection of Victoriem papers. Also Magnets end Gems,
Unlike most collectors, hes quite a large quentity of recemt papers of the
Wizeard end Rover type. ‘'would like to obtein more Magncete end S.0.L's,
and No,6 of the Champion. ’ : :

CLOUGH, V.
%3, Fonthill Grove, Sale, Menchester.
Age 49. Groups 2. 3. 6(a) (b). T

Requires Aldine Dick Turpins; Bleck Bess; Boys' Comic Librarys
Nugget Librery (Pcter Flint series); Boys' Friend 3d Libs.j; Forrers Lord
series end Coleroft stories). Diemond Iibrery (Kettle series)

1 - 100 Nclson Lee's (old serics).

COOK, R. W,
30, Imecien Road, Tooting Bec, London, S.W.17.

hge 27. Groupe 5(2) (d) (p) (e) (¢). 8 (Rongers).

Possesses 586 Megnets, 36 Gems, 62 S.0.L's, 3 Holiday Annuals.
Wishes to obtein Rongers 1-153 most pre-1930 Megnets, nlso 1120, 1152,
1250, 1257, 1259, 1277, 1377-79, 1382, 1401/2. :

COOK, JOHN R.
178 Meria Strect, Benwell, Newcestle-on-Tyne. (Novocastrien Story Paper
Collectors' Club),

Groups T. 5(2) (b) (¢) (a). 6(a) (b) (c¢). 8 (Thrillers).

Only requires sbout 200 Neclson Lees to complete collection.
Collection has grown considerably during the year. ILists excheanged.
Invites northern collecctors to join the Novocastrien Story Pﬂpor
Collectors! Club,

COOK, JAMIS W.
4, Swenston Peth, Oxhcy Estate, Wetford, Herts.
Lge 41. Groups 7. 5(a) (c).
Mein interest: Nelson Lee snd St.Frenks stories. So much so thet he has

2 son nemed Nelson Lee.
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CORBETT, J.
49, Glyn Farm Road, Quinton, Birminghem,
Age 38, Group 5 (211).

Collection now consists of Megnets 1923-1927 complete; 1928-1935
incompletes 1930-1940 complete; 9 wols. Holidey Annuel, and 100 Gems,
Also keenly intercsted in classicel music records; possesses 1000 discs.

COLCOMBE, WILLIAM HENRY
256, South Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex.
hge 28.  Groups 6 (b) (&) (c). 5(a) (a).
% CROLLIE, R.J. .
8, Lytton Road, Romford, Essex,
Age 32. Groups 5(2) (b) (d). T. 5(2) (e). 2.

Anxious to obtain all Magnets prior to 1915. Alternatively numbers
of Schoolboys' Own or Populer containing reprints of those storics. Only
just sterted collccting and so far has ebout 100 Magnets end Gems of 1915-17
period. Holidey Annuals 1931-2-3. B,0.P. Vol.l4 (1891-2).

DAINES, COLIN
202, Mile Cross Lane, Norwich.
Age 39. Groups 7. 5(a) (b).

Has been reeding and collecting over 30 yeers. At present concentratin
on Nelson Lees., Requires o few between 1-100, old series. ‘

DARWIN, WILFRED
76 Western koad, Bast Dene, Rotherhem.
group 6 (2).

Anxious to obtain Union Jacks numbers 1208, 1161, 1130, 1149, 1159.
Also "The Affair of the Willow Pattern Plate" and "The Sign of the Saracen".
Also interosted in Boys' Megezine snd wishes to obtein certein numbers
from 532 onwards .

# DERRY, JOHN :
2, Ash Villas, Herbert Road, Hucknell Road, Nottinghem,

Age 3T. Groups 6(b), 5(d) (a).

Started collecting Mey 1949. Collection consiste meinly of ncerly
all Sexton Bleke Libraries 31d series. - as 2 stounch supporter of the

Mognet end Nelson Lee Library between 1920-1934. inxious to obtain
S.B.L's lst and 2nd series and S$.0.L's containing Greyfriers stories.

DICKENSON, D.C. |
16 Addison Crescent, London, W.14.

Age 4T. Groupe 5(a) (b).

Particulerly interested in very eerly Mognets.

DOLPHIN, REX :
5, Brays Meadow, Hyde Heeth, Amershem, Bucks,
Age 34. Group 6.

Particulerly wishes to obt91n all Pierre Quiroule's stories in
S.B.L. (1lst series).
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DOWLER, HARRY

86, Hemilton Road, Longsight, Menchester 13.
Age 59. Groups 2. 4.

Requires Mexwell 8cott stories in 4d. U.J., Pluck, Morvel, 1d, U.J.
ond Boys' Friend 3d. end 4d. Librery. Also Nelson Lee Library (1st series)
No's Ty 8, 13 and 48. :

DOW, JAMES, Junr.
73, King Street, Aberdcen.
Age 35. Grouns 5(e). 7. 5(c) (b).

EDGELEY , BRIAN R,
9, Southwey, Cershslton Beceches, Surrey.
Age 17. Groups 6(b) (2). 5(a). 6(c).

Is olso interested in pre-war Hotspurs. .Anxious to obtein eerly
numbers Sexton Blake Librery 3rd series. Would exchange Champions
(1942-48) end Boys' Own Papers (1938-49) for S.B.L's (all series) end
Hotspurs No.l to 1944, Has collection of 150 S.B.L's and 250 Hotspurs.,

EDWARDS , W,E.,
Mill Green Perk (Annexe), Ingatestone, Rssex.
Group 5(2).

FAYNE, ERIC
The Modern School, Grove Rosd, Surbiten, Tssex.
Groups 5. 6. 8,

# FENN, WM, H.
P.0. Box 127, Aucklend, C.l.,, New Zceland.
hAge 47. Groups 1. 9.

Hue been collecting about 12 yeers. Wishes to moke complete sets of
Aldine Spring-Heeled Jeck, Cloud Duvel, Jeck Sheopard, Dick Turpin,
Rebin Hood end Red Rover. Also wishes to collect Comics published before
1912, such es Comic Cuts, Comic Life, Chips, Butterfly, Jesters, Big Budgets,
Lot=o=fun and others.

FENNELL, HUGH W,
4, Dixon Road, South Norwood, London, S.E.25.
Groups All, particulerly 1, 3 end 2.

Requires "The Wild Boys of London", "The Socialist Girl", Frenk Readcs.
0dd numbers of "Skeleton Horsemen, "Boy Detective", ctc. Complete set
of Scoops.

FLINUERS, E.B., (Mies)
"Roseview", Gosmore Road, Nr. Hitchin, Herts.
Group 5(b) (2) (c) (d).
Is alweys willing to exchenge cerly Gems and Magnets. Also very

specielly wented Mognets, 903, 2343 Gems 95, 96, 185. 7/6 each offcred.
Penny Populars (2d seriee) wented 17-50. 2/6 esch, ;

FORD, DIREK . :
42, West Bond Street, Mecclesfield, Cheshire.
Group 6(a) (b) (e).
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FOSTER, GIORGE C.
26, Kelso Place, London, W.8.
Group 5 (e1l).

GANDER , WILLIAM HENRY
Box 60, Transcone, Menitoba, Cenade.
Age 51, Groups 5(2). 2 (Boys' Friecnd)., 5 (b).

# GARRATT, ANTHONY WHIT.KER .
275, Chester Road, Little Sutton, 'Wirrel, Cheshire,

Age 27. Groups 5(a) (c) (e).

Requires Holidey lnnuals, 1921-1926.inclusives-’ "Popular" 2nd series
1919-1931. Collection destroyed during the war and is endeavouring to
build up agein,

GEAL, JOHN W,
277, Kings Road, Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey.
Age 28, Groups 5(e2). 8. T.

Has now 750 ilagnete. Particularly wents Magnets 900-1060, Also
interested in Modern Boy or Boys' Friend Lib., Captein Justive yerns,

GOCHER, JOHN WOODWARD, Junr,
Victoria Cottege, Constitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk.
Age 25. Groups 6(2) (b) (¢)s 5:(o11). B8, 4. 3. 2. 1. T.

Requires books by Geo. E. Rochester (John Beresford, Fric Roche ahd
John Allen) Boys' Wonder Library, Triumphs (Sept. 1937-39., Always interested
in deteils concerning authors of boys' pepers. Letters welcomed,

GRAINGER, GEORGE P.
Llexandra Roed, Peynter's Lene End, Redruth, Cornwall.
Groups 3. 2. 1. 6(2).

X042, Y54, 1073, 1084, 1103, 1104, 1106, 1107; 11101111, 1112,
1d. Union Jecksy Eerly ildine Libraries, Inventions, True Blues, Tip Tops &g

GROOMBRIDGE, CEDRIC J.
12 Barnwell Road, Kingsthorpe, Northempton.
hge 2T. Groups 5. T.

GROOM, WILLIAM
52 Wrexhem Road, Fairfield Roed, Bow, London, E.3.

Group 5(2) (b) (d)

® GUNN, JOHN - (B.M./Jaygee, London, W.C.1l)
Maneager, The Miltons Head Hotel, Nottinbhnm.
Groups 7. 5(e) (b). 8 (Thriller).

Sterted reading boys'! megezines 1913, favourites at that time being
Jack, Sem and Pete stcries in the Mervel and the Penny Popular. Letor
revelled in Nelson Lees particulerly "Green Triengle" series
Sterted re-ccllecting about Jenuary 1948. Hes now seversl Chums innuals,
Gems 1574 to end, Megnets 1522 to end, a few Holiday Annuels.

Requires Monsters 1, 5, 8, 10, 12, 14 end'19. Hes 62 Nelson Lees between
1-100. ‘

[ 4
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HARVEY, (Mo, )
123 Penydre, Rhiwrina, Cardiff.
Group 5(a) (v).

HARRIS , ARTHUR
Cayton, Llanrhos Road, Penryn Bay, Llandudno.
Group 10.

Collects Comics only end »lweys pleased to hear from anyone with -
copies to offer, especially between 1890-1914.

HARRIS, A.K.

6 Boughton Close, St. Johns, Worcester.
Group 5(b).

HESS, GEOLGE H.

40 N, Mississippi River Blvd., St. Psul, 4, Mess., USA.
All Groups.

HEWITT H.
14 Wood View, Gewber, Barnmsley, Yorkshire,
Group 5.
HOLGATE, ALFRED G,
169 The Grempiens, Western Gatc, Shepherd's Bush, London, Wb,
. Age 39.  Groups 3. 5(a) (b) (a). 6(a).
¥ HOMER, HARRY M.
Yulden Ferm, Heathfield, Sussex.
Groups 6 (e11). 5(alld. ‘7. 4. 2. 8.3, 1.

Particulorly interested in the Confederstion, Plummer, Hhxton Rymer,
and other "characters" in Sexton Blake. stories.

HOOPER, H.R.
133 Powell House, Lower Clapton Road, London, E.5.
Groups 5 (211). 6(a) (b).
HORSEY , ALFRED L,
60 Selcombe Road, Welthemstow, London, E.17.
Groups 5(2) (e¢) (v)..1,°2, 3, 4 7.
HUDSON, REGINALD A,
5 Throstle Row, Leeds 10.
Lge 46. Groups 5 (b) (&) (d) (e) (e). 7.
Would like to obtein Christmes Double Numbers of Gem and Megnet.

Especially "The Mystery of the Painted Room". Correspondence from
collectors invited.

¥ HBARD, ERNEST ALEXANDER
58 South View Crescent, Sheffield 7.

Age 43. « Groups 5(a). 7. 5(v).

When filling in questionneire (ALugust) said, "I am quite new to
collecting. I have exactly three specimens in my collecction, but sceing

that I obtained them the very day I began to be interested I got quite a
kick out of it. I hope scom to have @ presentable collection."

,
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HUGHIS, E.V.
"Caswell", 25 Hillsboro' Road, Bognor Regis.
Groups 1. 2.

HUMPHRIES , KENNETH -
61 Long Hill Rise, Hucknall, Notts,
Groups 5,'7.

HUNTE}R’ J l v © Bc STEWART
4 Imlworth Roed, Mottinghem, London, S.E.9.
Age 50. Groups 1, 3, 2.

HUNTER, RONALD H,
C/o Royal Meil Agencies (Brazil) Ltd., Avenide Rio Brenco 55/57,
Rio to Janeiro, Brezil, South .Amexrice.

Age 36, Group 5(2) (b) (e) (@) (e).

Has now some 1400 Magnets with en unbroken run from 1917 to the cnd
with the exception of one missing copy in 1919 end five in 1923. Hae also
200 Boys' Friends (Rcokwood period) end wents more, first eight Holiday
Anmuels (1920-.927).

# INMPSON, STANLEY ..,

Stenfield, Jerningham Roed, New Costessy, Norwich.
age 52, Groups 5(a) (b) (a) (e), 6(a) (b) (e).
Read the Magnet from the beginning snd for meny years afterwerds.

The Gem less often., Hes now sterted re-collecting and finds in the papers
a valuable relexaetion end e remiqder of a happy boyhood,

JLNKINS, ROGER M.

,

Strathmore, 3 Town Hall Road, Hevent, Hantse.
sge 24.  Group 5(e) (c) (b) (d) (e).
KIRBY , GORDON J.,

250 .amess Street, North Cerlton, Melbourne, Victorie, Australia,
hge 24. Groups 5, 9,

KEBELING , FRANK

93 Aldridge Avenue, Stanmore, Middlesex.
Age 42, Groupe 7. 5(a).
LAWSON, AW,

13 Charles Square, Hoxton, London, N.1,
Age T5. Group 1.

Our oldest member. Requires certain volumes of Bow Bells, Family
Herald, Boys of Englend, Boys' Comic Journel, Young Men of Great Britein,
London Reader, London Journal and Penny Miscelleny. Lists on applicoation,

LANDY, ERIC R.

4 Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essex,
Group 3.

A number of Dick Turpins and Cleude Duvale required to complete sets.
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¥ LEAR, JOHN FREDERICK
79 Tower Roed, Newquey, Cornwall,
Age 38, Groups 1, 5(e1l1), 2, 3, 7, 8.

Built up & consider,ble collection in school deys. Was stimulated
by accounts of the phenominal one owned by John Mederaft snd used to heunt
bookshops and stells over o lerge srea neer Ilford, An advert. concerning
Collectors' Miscelleny in 1948 re-aroused his interest and desires to
collect wey back to Verney the Vampyre Would particularly like to- get
complete set of Holidey Annuals end Monster Libreries.

LECKENBY , HERBERT
Tclephone Exchange, c/o Centrel Registry, Northern Commend, York.
Age 59. 411 Groups.

Is elways glad to have offers of papers in Groups 1, 2, and 3 for
research purposes.

MACHIN, HUBERT

38 St. Thomes Road, Moor Park, Preston, Lancs,
Group 5(2).

MARTIN, WILLIAM

93 Hillside, Stonebrid:;e Perk, London, N.W,.10,

Enterprising desler who due to extensive advertising always has the
popular papers for sale.

MARTIN, THOMAS H,
37 Twinnell Street, Baston, Bristol, 5.

Though no longer @& collector, still tekes e keen interest, especiolly
in all matters concerning Sexton Bloke.

# MASON, E.C,
20 Werriston Gordens, Edinburgh, 4.
Age 48. Groups 2, 1, 5(b) (o) (c¢), 6(b), 7.
Small ccllection recently begun, chiefly Hendersons, Young Folks Toles,

Toles for Little People, Books for the Bairms, Interested in anything
connected with Roland Quiz.

% 1icCABE, ROBERT
T4 inon Street, Dundee, Angus, Scotland,
Grouos 5 (211), 6(ell).
# McFARLANE, JAMES
106 Beith Street, Glasgow, W.l. :
Age 4T.  Groups 5(a) (b) (a) (e), 6(e) (b), 5(e).
Collection consists of Megnets 1452-1683, Gems 1450-1663. 101 Schoolboys'
Own Libs. 44 Sexton Bloke, 7 Holidey Annuals.
MeCRILEVY
17 kdward Street, Lurgen, Co., Armegh, N,Irelend.
Groups 5 (o11), 7, 8 (Thomscns).
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McPHERSON, E.
80 Benedict Strect, Glestonbury.
sge 34. Group 8, 5(a) (b) (c).

Hes been collecting for meny years end now has almost complete set

" of Nelson Lecs, Only numbers rcquired ere 106 old scries end o few,

elso old series, between 113 end 150.

MEDCRAFT, JOHN ‘
64 Woodlend Road, Ilford, Ussex.
Lge 55. Groups 2, 1, 3.

Special requirements: Hendorson's Lot—o-Fﬁn Nos. 1-100 (1906/8),
Wild West, Nugget Libroary, Aldine Jeck Shepperd, Soring-Healed Jack.
Megnets Nos. 171, 265, 281, 282, 288, 289, 293, 294, 297, 299. Gam No.641.

# MORTIMER, ROBIRT :
115 Walton Road, Kost Molesey, Surrey.
Age 48.  Group 5(e) (a) (b).

Sterted collecting Mognets in early deys of the wer. Welking down
Wendsworth High Street spotted en old boy on the pavement selling second-
hend books. "He had ¢ huge pile of Magnets and & few S5,0.L's. He seid
Magnets were 1ld. and S.,0.L's 2d. Much to his surprise bought the lot.
Has now about 700 Magnets and fair number of S.0,L's.

MURTAGH, J. R, -

509 Selwood Road, Hestings, New Zealiond.
hge 36. Groups T, 5 (e11), 6 (e11).

# ORR, W. S.

3 Hertficld Terrece, Dumherton, Scotlend. .
sge 47. Groups 5(2) (b) (¢), 6(e), 2, 8 (Boys' Friend).
Spent severel yecors in Central Africe and is now an accountent with

a firm of Dumberton shipbuilders. Hon. Troesurer of the County .of
Dumberton Boys' Scouts. Also & keen philetclist.

% O'DONOHUE, PATRICK
Seaport House, New Docks, Galway, Irelend.

ige 33. Groups 8, T. : :

snxious to obtein Moys Magezines, Lengers, Pilots, Bullseyes;
Nelson Lees, Buffalo Bills, Black Liess, Robin Hood, and other similer,
OSBORN, FRANK ’
24 Harpur Street, Bedford.

: Groups 2, 5(b), 3, 4, 1, 5(a) (a), 6(b) (a),

Wishes to obtain Bcys' Friend 3d. Libs., early Scouts, "Tom Merry's

Conquest", Mervels (eerly), Chums bound volumes only Vol.3 and 8, and
1913-18 inclusive.

PACKMAN, LEONARD

27 Archdale Rood, Test Dulwich, London, S.E.22.
Age 44. Groups 5(b), Ty 5(c), 6(a), 5(a) 6(b), 5(d), 3, 2, 5(e).
Most enxious to obtein copy of Union Jack No.1161, "The Mystory
of the Peinted Slippers".
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¥ PACKMAN, (Mrs.) M. J.
27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich,.London, S.E.22
Groups 5(b), 6(a), 7.
Particularly requires Gems Nos. 356, 358, 359, 375 end 879, end any
stories featuring Telbot between 700 end 800.

PAGE, VINCENT A,
The Modern School, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.
ige 13. Group 5 (oll).

One of the younger genersation who helps to keep the St. Jims and
Greyfriars flags flying.
PARRATT, C. JAMES
99, Compton Buildings, Goswell Road, London, E.C.1.

Age 33.  Groups 5(a), 7, 6(a), 8 (Thriller), 6(2).
PARKS, JOSEPH
2 Irvin Avenue, Saltburn-by-Sea, Yorkshire.

Groups 1, 2, 3.

Helps to keep the hobby of story papér colleeting with the
"Collector's Miscellany.

PETTINGELL, FRANK
Highfield Lodge, Wise Lene, London, N,W.7.
P Age 58. Groups 1, 2, 3,

Still in search of historicel stories in #d. Marvels, Plucks,
Union Jacks, end similar pepers. :

PICK, ROBERT |
5 Stonegate Grove, Leeds, 7.
hge 50.  Group 5(a) (b) (a) (c) (e).
Would 1like any Gems or Megnets from 1939. Enjoys reading and would
be willing to pay for the loen to enyone prepared to lend who does not

_wish to sell.

# POUND (Rev.) A. G.
St. Peul's Vicarage, 68 Finmemore Road, Birminghem, 9.

hge 47.  Groups 5(e) (a) (b) (e).

Clergymen, previously school-teacher, M.A. (Birminghem and Oxford).
Recognises Charles Hamilton's genius. Recently sterted collecting.
Desires to obtain complete set of Holidey Annuesls, 2lso speecimen copies
of enrly Magnets, Gems, Plucks, especially double (or Christmes) numbers
containing Hemilton stories.

PRIME, BERNARD
43 Meyfield Roed, Sanderstead, Surrey.

hge 48, Group 5(a) (b).

Particularly wents Megnets 336 end 337, end Gem 332. Has a great
affection for red-covered Mogmets and blue-covered Gems.

PUCKRIN, THOMAS W.

16 Willows Road, MiddlesMrough, Yorkshire.

Groups 2, 5(2) (b). (9%)




®* READER, D.
141 Heathfield Road, Hendsworth, Birmingham, 19.

Groups 5(a) (b) (e) (), 6(c), 7.

Collecgion consists mainly of Megnets from 1932 onwards, also

50 S.0.L's, 100 Gems and 10 Holiday Annusls. Has been collecting three
yeers but had to discontinue through joining R.4.F., from which he will
be demobbed Fcbruary 1950, Then recommencing civilian job - advertising.
Weuld like to obtain Meagnets wetween 1925 and 1930., Also Detective
Weeklies of any date.

® REYNOLDS, JOHN E,
21 Clegg Strecet, Eccles, Manchester. -

Groups 5(2) (bv), 8, 6(a).
Sports writer and suthor of Boys' stories. Steunch admirer of
Cherles Hemilton.

ROBYNS, JOHN T. ("Robby")
41 Friar Road Brighton, [

ceponigroup. “5(a) (a).

Partioularly interested in red-covered Mognets and would like to
obtain one entitled, "Corried Awey" and "Down on His Luck" No.226.
Also Bunter Court series in the Mognets end early S. O.L's dealing with
Greyfriat‘s ‘
SATCHELL, 7, G;
84 Ankerdine Crescent, Woolwich, London, S.E. 18.

Age 46. Group 5(b) (e). .

Has & feir number of blue-covered Gems and red-covered Magnets dating
beck to 1907. All in good condition. Would exchange for simdlar copies.

SHAW, JOHN K.
4 Brunswick Park, Camberwell, London, S.E.5..

age 31, Groups 5(b) (2) (s), 6(a) ().

Hee now & ccmplete set of Holiday Annuals, and a set of Gems which
is almost complete. Of Megnets hes now only the first 3% yeers. Urgently
requires Gems (new series) Nos. 16, 22, 43, T4, 99, 411, Also Plucks
dated 1906—10 conteining St Jims stories, end stories sbout Tomsonio's
Circus.

-

- SHEPHERD , JAMES

1 Athelsten: Close, Handsworth, Sheffield, 9.
Group 5(2) (b).

Particularly intcerested in red-cover Megnets and blue-cover Gems.

¥ SMITH, NORMAN J,
34 Weincliffe Mount, Beeston, Leeds, 11.
Group 5(2) (d).
Has at present a small collection consisting of about 100 Magnets and
S.0.L's, but enjoys reeding Greyfriers yerms. Is snxious to obtain S.0. L's
numbers 355, 310, 261, 197, 307, 328, 410, 229 and any Greyfriers stories

prior to 200.
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SMITH, HERBERT A,

13 New Rcad, Scole, Diss, Norfolk,
Groups*5(c), 7, 8.

SIDAWAY (Mrs,)

The Rise, 84 Wenall Road, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
Group 5.

SIMPSON, CLIVE

Nidd Ville, 36 Boroughbridge Road, Knaresborough, Yorkshire.
Age 33. Groups T, 6, 5.

SNELL, FRANK

Rathgar, 6 Chingswell Street, Bideford, Devon.
Group 5.

SMITH, PERCY

The Stores, Mumby, Nr., Alford, Lincs.
Lge 48. Groups 3 (and Henderson's) 5(v), T, 5(c).

Wante Henderson's Nuggett Librery 261 Lion Lil. 5, 6y 104 135420,
Wild West 33 numbers in first 100, 36 in second 100, 69 in third 100.
Aldine Dick Turpin 77, 138. Newnes Dick Turpin 1, 2, 3, 5, 19, 20.
Aldine Robin Hood 68, 80, 83, 88. Boys' Friend 3d Lib 30, 38, 47+
Aldine Jack Sheppards 3, 4, T, 8, 9. Aldine Buffalo Bill ILib... :
150 numbers between 1 and 240 (1900 series), #d. Mervel Jack,. am and’
Pete tales, Pluck St. Jime tales, Wants titles of Aldine B alo Bill
Librery (1900 series) 172, 173, 220, 221, 222. &d. Gem No.lS.
americen Buffalo Bill Weekly 1 to 130.

% SMITH, JOSEPH
36 Langham Road, Newcastle-on~Tyne.

group 5 () (b) () (e) (o).

Just started re-collecting after e lapse of a great many years,
Has at present only a few Megnets end Gems,  "ould like to heve more.

# SOUTHWAY , ARTHUR JAWMES
P.0. Box 3, Bescomsficld, Cepe Province, South Africa (1ate of Brighton)
hge 59. Group 5(d) - collects for record purposes only, T, .

5(a) (b) (e) (e), 6(e) (o) (e), 3, 4, 8.

Is anxious to obtein all S,0.Libs, in this orders St. Frnnks Rookwood ,
St. Jime, Greyfriars. Numbers required: St. Frenks 4, 27, 54, 56 and 120.
Rookwoods Any bef -re 182, also 206, 262, 272, 218, 284, 296, 308,-317, 335,
341, 363, 389, St. Jims: Any before 180, flso 190, and eny between 222
and 293, and between 311 end 383, end 395 end 401. Greyfrisrs: .ny except
219, 221, 280, 295 and 298,

Has sume Nelson Lees and Populars for exchenge. Has been in South
Africa 18 months, and hopes to make & trip home in 1951 or 1952.

STRYPE, THOMAS S.

#

21 Cenn Hall Road,leytonstone, London, E.11.
Groups 1, 2.

Still in search of Henry T. Johnson's "Pride of the Ring".
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SUDBOROUGH, ROY WALTER

27 Milton Strcet, Higham Ferrers, Northents.
sge 31, Group 5 (s11), 6, 7, B.

SUTHERL.ND , PEARD

3930 W. 35th Avenue, Vencouver, B.C., Coneds.
hge 47. Group 5(b) (e), 3.

Still looking for Chums Annuels prior to 1899, Scout Annuals orior
to 1911. Sceking various Gems end Megnets, mainly for years prior to 1920.

THOMPSON, GORDON

85 Deerperk Road, Belfast, Northern Ireland.
Age 34. Groups 7, 5(e) (a) (v), 6(e), 5(e), 6(v) (c).

Anxious to obtain Boys' Friend Lib. St. Frenks stories and s fow odd
Nelson Lee ILibreries. Hzs ebout 700 Megnets snd 600 Nelson Lees,

% TRAYNOR, J. RICHARD

BCM/Adventures, London, W.C.1,
Age 42. Groups 7, 5(a), 6(¥) (c).

Anxious to obtain Nelson Lees 1-120 (old series), Sidney Drew's
Ferrers Lord stories. Megnets 1908-24. School Friend (1919) 1-52,
Boys' Megezine (1922) 1-50.

“New collector.  All treasured boyhood favourites destroyed in 1940

- blitz. o Help dn obteining odd numbers or complete sets of above groatly

appraciated.

% WALL, WILLIAM ROBERT
26 Chase Road, 014 Southgate, London, N.14. 7

Age 37. Groups 5(a) (b) (o) (),

Is perticulerly interested in Holiday Annuals snd has almost a full
collection. Hes a perticuler preference for St. Jims. Considers the
characters more life-like. Would like to obtain the barring-out series,
coused by Tom Merry being accused of theft.

WALKER, PETER A,
Chelsea House, Wick, Bristol.

Group 5(2) (2) (2) () (o).

WAINE, GRANVILLE T,

6 Burnhem Road, Westcott, Nr. Aylesbury.
hge 46. Groups 5, 6, T, 8.

Is always open to buy Double Numbers of any peoer.

# WALLIS, CLIFFORD A,
64 Oskwcod Park Road, Southgete, London, N,14.

Age 29.  Groups 5(a) (b), 7, 8, 5(c).

Anxious to obtain, or losn, fcllowing early Mognets, Gems end Modern
Boys. Megnetss 41l prior to 19313 Gems before 19333 Modern Boys before
1934. :

WALSH, JAMES
345 Stenley Road, Kirkdzle, Liberpcol, 20.

Age 40.  Groupe 5(e) (4d).
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WLSTON, GEORGE NEVILLE
"Holmwood'", 25 Comberton Road, Short Heath, Kidderminster.
hge 48, Group: Any containing boxing items.

Particularly interested in the Marvel Tom Sayers stories.

WHITMORE, IAN
3 Scuth Bank Lodge, Surbiton, Surrey
hge 15,  Group 5(a) (b) (e) ( )

Has a coullection of 650 books, half of which are Magmets. Nof‘bad
for a boy of 15. Megnete required: Nos. 520, 1096, 1099, Also Gem 916,

WHITER, BENJ.MIN GLORGE
706 Lordship Lane, Wood Green, London, N. 22
hge 44.  Groups 5(a) (b) (c), 6(e) (), 7, 3, 4, 5(a) (e), 8.

WHITER, ROBT H.
706 Lordship Lene, Wood Green, Lundon, N.22,
hge 25.  5(a) (v) (c) (e), &, 8, 6(a) (b) (c).
% WILSON, ROBERT i
100 Broomfield Road, Glasgow, N.
age over 50,  Group 5(a) (b) (d) (e).

This collecter is & very tusy medical practitioner in the heart of
industriel Glesgow, He sterted his collection in March 1949 and by July
had got together 650 Mognets, between 1000 #nd 1683, Gems 1220.tc 1663,
end ell of 1917. 200 $.0.Libs. and 20 Hclidey Annusnls,. Altogether a
notable echicvement. 3

WHOKWELL, RICHAED
29 Aspinden Roed, Rotherhithe, London, 8.E.16.
ige 51, Groups 5(a) (b) (c) (d), 2, 3, 6(2) (b)y T.

Interested particulserly in corly Gems end Magnets.

WINDOVER, EILEEN
55 Avondale Road, Gurleston-on-See, Gt. Yurmouth, Nerfolk.
Aze 26.  Group 9. '

Wiented eny copies of Schoolgirls Own (27.), Schoolgirls' Own Librarics
(4d.), The Schoolgirl, ond School Friend. Also the Schoolgirl's Own
Annual, and 1-13 of the Collector's Digest. v ok S

WOOD, JOHN PETER
"Nostew'", Stockton Lene, York.

4ge 35. Groups T, 5(a) (b) (d), 6(b) (a).

Requires Must Nelson Lee Libreries (old series) between Nos, 2 and 142
inclusive. Then nos. 149, 151, 153, 173, 175, 179, 239, 249, 266, 294, 3ls,
316, 324, 328, 329, 53T, 348, 403, 406, 427, 437, 419, 490, 494, 525, 541,
542, 560, 563. 566.

lst new series 21, 28 32, 33, 40, 45, 46, 544 159.

Has also & number of duplicetes, o1l series for immediste sele.

Also numbers of the Gem. Popular, Monster snd Schoolboy's Own Library.
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WRIGHT, CHARLES s

12 Ashburnham Place, Greenwich, London, S.E.10.

‘2.4 Age 44, Groupe 5(a) (b) (o), T, 3y 2.

® WKIGHT , OLIVE ,

.22 ‘Ashburnham Place, Greenwich, London, S.E.10,
. "hge 39. Group 6(a) (B)u

7. iSterted collecting redgﬁtiy- and hed in August (1949) sbout 85 Sexton
. Bloke Libraries and 52 Union Jecks. . 3

% GODFREY, SIDNEY, ) '
'3, Winehfield Close, Kenton, Middlesex.
" hge 39. Groups 5(c) (&) (b), 7. 5(d) (e).

HOOPER, H.R. (4dd, Page 89), °
Group :8. Thriller Library). :
F;jiyg%nxibusutqubtaiﬁ Thriller Libraries by G.H.Teed &nd

;-;fgygngEmansfﬁplso'S.O.L's;w267, 286, 334, or any previous to
:Zn_jggweﬁtriars only. S.B. No.271, 272, 287, 615. '

4, w"rz i ' &v‘dd, r"Page 91). '
481 Wants. Nelson Lees (1d New Series), 48-50; Boys
 § Library (2nd Series), Nos.580, 583, 624 and 651. Hot-
spurs 1936-40.

3 i gl b e

— THE END — :

| HOME ~ GALL, EDWARD R:

. .. In all probability the son of H.B.Home-Gall, who, as
Reginald Wray, was a prolific writer of boys stories 50 years
ago. The.son.evidently follows in the footsteps of the

" father, for he claims to have written 25,000,000 words, some

. of them under the pen-neames Edwin Dale, and Rupcrt Hall; as
~the latter wrote the carly Colwyn Denc storics in the Chempion.
‘Some of his best storics were: "The Country of No Escape"
(Triumph); "The Caraven Rovers" (Chempion); and thc "MAd
Carew" storics (Triumph). Recently has writtcn meny storics

. for the Boys Fevourite (Panmurc Publications).

JOHNS, W.B:

Born Hertford, 189%. Served in Cevelry and R.A.F. Created
the very:pbgulnr‘Biggles whose flying adventures appeared in
~the Modern Boy and Boys Friend Library before the war. Now
writes about .the same character for Oxford University Press
and Hodder and Stroughton. ILives in Scotlend snd is one of
the best present-day writcrs for boys.
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gorvjull:il\& Room. @kar

vin his assistent's hend.

Being a report of a certein Winter afternoon's happenings
behind the door of Blske's house in Beker Street. The
title of this feature has been borrowel from the pre-war.
Sexton Bleke Library Editorial chat, with epologies to
the /malgemeted Press.

By H. M. Bond

Sexton Blaoke, the eminent Beker Street criminologist, carefully filled
his favourite brier, 1lit it with o spill, and settled comfortebly in his
seddle~beag chair,

"Do you know, Tinker," he seid reflectively, "I have been thinking about
2ll these people who heve been writing up our cases, and I am of the opinion
that they heve made & very complex personelity of me."

Tinker looked up from the thriller he wes reacing and grinned.

"Bit of o chenge for you, guv'," he replied, "this is the first time I
have heard you speck of our publicity hounds."

Bleke looked et him keenly, end then his glance wandered to the novel

"Jaybe s0," he seid, "but elthough I heve not read all my recorded ceses
ns written by my chroniclers, I am willing to bet that in meny of them I have
been just as much of & super sleuth as the chep in that blood end thunder
you have there."

"yell," replied Tinkor, "this 'blood! es you cell it happens to be the
latcet by Agatha Christie, and o jolly good job she has male of it."

" "Ah, Hercule Poirot eh?" questioned Blaeke, removing his pipe from his
routh and looking interested. "I have read a lot ebout thet fellow, in
fect I think the suthoress has Ygot something there' to quote & moderm
idiom,"

"Well, of course, 2ll these fictional 'tecs are & bit on the wonderful
gide when it comes to trecking down the guilty," romerked Tinker, "end in
eny case, from my experience I do not think eny of them would lest five
minutes in this reel world of crime."

Blake looked thoughtful.

"The trouble with MY chroniclers is that they make me more of a world
treveller than a detective," he seid, relighting his pipe. "Although I eam
very grateful to one of our old friends in particular for describing some
of my foreign ceses very vividly."

"Who wes that, governor®" asked Tinker.

"George Hemilton Teed," replied Blake. "I have a bound volume of the
cases he recorded for e paper .celled 'The Union Jeck' about here somewhere,
end it is ebout the only volume of my adventures thet I have turned to
regularly."

"Oh yes, I remember Mr. Teed very well," said Tinker, "he wes & great
traveller himself, wasn't he? I doubt if there could have Wween a better
chap to hove tackled the recordingsof our tussles with Prince Wu Ling, es
he wes an euthority on the Chincse character."

"He certainly made & good job of that sdventure we hed in 1926," agreed
the detective, "I particularly liked his descriptions of that monastery
where we first sew the advenced television. Do you remember it? He called
it *The Temple of Many Visions.'"
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"I'1l say I do," grinned Tinker, "I also recall enother story he
besed on that narrow escepe I had from the dregon."

Blake laughed.

"Yes, young'un," he sgeid, -"that wes » neer thing for you,"

Tinker dropped his book to his knees ond stered into the fire, The
wind howled ebout the chimmeys of the Baker Strcet house and moered down
the flue. A spatter of rein’‘sounded on the windows, It often happened
that he and Blake would stert discussing old times end 1t wes on these
occasions thet he really understood what he owed to the deteotive, for on
the occesion which they were then talking of, it wes due entimely to Blake's
resourcefulness thet he owedhis life, end similar instences on meny occesions
gince crowded into his mind.

Blake spoke again,

"Mr, Teed macde & good job of your first love nffair too," he said with
a smile.

Tinker looked up and sighed.,

"You meen - Nirvane," he osked quietly, '

"o else?" said Blske, "which reminds me of my old friemd Yvonne."

This remerk made Tinker smile too. :

"*Priend' is gs good a word es eny, I suppose," he laughed, "some friend
she was tco —~ my word, guv' - I neerly 108t you there -~ remember?"

.:Bleke threw @ cushion at his essistent with unerring aim,

iy ‘ovm feulty I suppose," he exclaimed, "I esked for it,."

Removing ‘the offending cushion from his head Tinker gesped. .

"You have hed some neer squeeks in the past though," he joked, "I oen
recall a proper bevy cf beeutiful denes in your pest life."

Blake nocded. .

©. MYes," he seid, "but lcok at the self control I used."
- "phatts what YOU say," grinned Tinker, "and we only heve the suthor's
words for it, or et leest the ordinary reeder of your edventures has,"
“ "Let's change the subject," suggested his master, "I was sterting to
talk of my biogrephers, not my love effeirs."

"0.K." seid Tinker disrespeotfully, "but I guess it will be a job for
you to forget Yvonne Roxene, Olga, June end all the rest of the glamorous
band "

Blake sniffed and chenged the subject himself.

"Pake Lewis Jackson," he seid, "he did a good job of deseribing our
neetings with the 'Mummer.,'"

Tinker's face took on & more serious expression.

"I am still beffled os regerds that fellow Kestrel," continued the
detective, lknocking his pipc out on the hearth end reaching for his tobacco
bowl. "I am not et all sure that we have heard the lest of him."

"Our fights with him were very unusual," renarked Tinker. "I wonder
what heas become of all his followers, perticulerly his girl friend FPifette
Bierce."

"She must be neering fifty by now," objected Bluke, "so I doubt if he
still has her by his side, although of course she was almost os much a
pastmaster at the ort of disguise &8s he wes,"

"I liked the write-up Mr. Jackson did about your brother Nigel,"

4

reflected Tinker,
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"That episode is best forgotten," answered Blake gquietly, "elthough
I agree that it was on excellent attempt to give the resl story of ‘my
skeleton in the cupboard.'"

"Your early deys are not so well covered, ere they?" asked Tinker,

"I don't recall any stories of your adventures which have a besring on the
very first cases you hed a hend in,"

The detective exhaled e thick cloud of tobaceco smoke.

"Oh yes," he excleimed, "there were once several stories which told-
of my youthful days. Cecil Heyter wes one of the first to tell of these.
Do you remember him, Tinker?"

"I remember him for his mesterly hendling of the Lobengu end 'Spots’
Losely affeirs',"replied his essistent. "And oh yes - of course - he
wrote those stories about your days at Oxford, didn't he?"

"Yes," said Blake, "and he was also one of the first to mention my
father."

Tinker looked interested.

"I'd like to hear shout those," he exclaimed.

"You can read 'em up one dey," answered Bleke, "but I will say that
only Hayter told the world that my father, Berkeley Blake, was sctueclly
quite & well known surgeon. It is a fact that dad had o world reputetion.
Not many people are eware of the struggle he had to keep the secret of o
rather revolutionery formula out of the hands of & villain called Frencois.
Unfortunately, his reputption wes ruined by o plammed scendel organised by
Fréncois and finally he lost his life trying to saeve the formnla.

Tinker lcoked very interested, :

"You mean that this fellow Francois," he seid, "murdered your father?"

» "Yes," replied Blake, "end Mother too. I was saved by a miracle,"

"Well, thenk goodness for thet, anywey " exclaimed Tinked with relief.

"Yes," said Blake ogein, "it wes entirely due to the faithfulness of
ded's best friend that I survived. He was a Dr. Lenchester. I regret to
say, however, thet he too was murdered by Francois some time later. Meny
years later, in fact. .48 a metter of fact, I owe & lot to Dr. Lenchester.
He taught me more of the medical profession than I learned elsewhere. . I
think it was through him that I succeeded in getting my M.D."

"Gosh," excleimed Tinker, "you must have had en exciting life when
you were young, governor."

"Agreed," said Bleke, "but no more exciting then of recent yeers.

"Did you go to Cembridge$" asked Tinker, "I seem to remember one asuthor
saying that you did."

"No," said Blake, "I didn't go to Cembridge, I went to Oxford., Heyter
was right, the other author wes just meking up., Not that it matters o
jot really." L2

"I thought you would not go to both of 'em," said Tinker, "That would
be asking too much,"

"I went to a school called St. Annes first of =11," said Blake, "and
then finished my education ot Oxford. It wes there that I met 'Spots!
Losely, you know,"

"I've heard mention of it from Sir Richard himself," sessented Tlnker.
"By the say, governor - what nickneme did you heve et achool? I mean the
neme Sexton rather asks for @ nickneme, docen't it?"

Blake leughed heartily.
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“"Dhat there baker fellow 'as a had 'abit of leoavin' stale stuff 'ere

every weeky ‘will you?"

"jell, I suppose it should, reelly," he said, "but I was not called
'Sexy' if that is what you meani"

It was Tinker's turn to laugh.

"I couldn't think of e more unsuiteble name for you, guv,'" he grinned,
"but Mr. Jackson rather gave the geame swey in that series of stories about
your wrother,"

"Yes," agreed Blake, "it wes not until they eppeered thet 1t beoame
generally known thet my neme is reelly Anthony Blake,"

"Oh, oh, Antonio," chented Tinker, and ducked as enothew Uushlon
whizzed from the direction of his master's cheir,

"Disrespectful young rascal," exclaimed Blake.

Teap, “tap.

Purther discussion wes interrupted by e gentle knock on the sitting-
room door.

"Come ing" ealled Blake, rearranging his cushions while Tinker
streightened his necktie.

. Mrs. Berdell sfiled into the room precariously balencing & large tway

upon which a pot of tea an! e Jish of buttered scones rested.

o "Thenks, Mrs. B," excleimed the detective as the buxom housekeeper
laid the tray on the occasional table by the side of his chair, "I ceon
Just do with a good cup «of the stuff thet cheers."

Mrs. Bardell streightened up.
"I 'opes as 'ow tham there scones 'ull melt in yer mouth," she seid.

lately, the varmint."

"Well, I see thay are toasted," lesughed Bleke, "So I don't suppose
we will be too much affected if they are stele."

"Huh," snorted his housekeeper, "I wishes I could meke 'em meself,’
sir. I don't know whet the world is a-coming to.,  Wish I could get 'old
of “thet bloke Strachey I'd-—w————!',

"Hush," seid Blakp, "nmo harsh words now, Mrs, B, And no politios
now PLEASEL" .

"Huh," snorted Mrs. Bardell again, "I often wonlers what my Bardell
would have seid about this blinking--—-—'',

" Reed emny zood books letely?"' chimed in Tinker., '"Here's a good
thriller, lMrs. B."

He hended her the copy of !"Crooked House" by Agetha Christie,

She looked at the cover disdeinfully.

"ihich I .cells it a weste of time to reod such tripe," she seid.
"Better if you eddicated yerself, my young feller."

Tinker grinned es he caught the book which the housekceeper prectioelly
threw at him es she stalked out of the room.

. "0.K. Mrs. B," he called after her, "order me a copy of 'The Knockout'

The only reply wes another snort snd a closing door.
"Seme old Mrsy B." grinned Tinker, '"mo sense of humour."
"You should mot tease her," remonstrated Bleke, "she i& o deer old
soul and is worth her weight in gold despite 211 her funny weys."
"Which rcminds me that she does not get much ettention frem the
modern authors," remerked Tinker, ?kilf?lly turning the subject.
102




"Agreed," said Bleke, pouring himself a cup of tee, "end neither
does poor old Pedro."

At the mention of his neme the great bloodhound lifted his head and
looked at his Master Dolefully. He was:sprawled on the rug in front of
the fire. It was & dog's life indeed, his doggy mind thought. Nobody
wented the services of & mere bloodhound in these deys of scientific
deduction.

"Which reminds me of those fine stories of our adventures by Allen
Blair," remarked Tinker.

"Ah, now you ARE talking," exclaimed Blake. "He certainly did give
poor old Pedro his due., He had a fine style too."

"Brilliant," agreed Tinker. 'Wish he were with us to-day."

Silence ensued for some minutes as the femous pair disposed to the
pile of buttered scones end the pot of freshly brewed tea,

As the last slice slid down Tinker's throat, he continueds

"What about Anthony Parsong?" . .

"A lot about thet gentlemen," remerked Bleke. "He has done a fine
job of work describing our edventures in India, I must sey. But in the .
pest I em rether sorry to note that he dwells more upon my aeffairs with
the 'brass hats' than with the lower clesses."

"Oh yes, that is menifestly the cese," Tinker 'said, streesing one of
Mr. Parsons' favourite words.

~ Blake frowned. §
¢ "pon't be quite so rude, young men," he seid. "Mr. Parsons is e first
class author, in fect I like him eas good as eny of the present day
chroniclers.
» Tinker looked more serious.

"Only my joke," he enswered, "I couldn't resist that one."

Blake seemed to have feiled to hear, and went om:

"I must remember to pop in @nd have e ohet with him when I am ‘dovm
Hove way."

"Good idea," assented his assistant, "perheps we could perauade “him
to adopt some of our friend Mr. Bond's ideas, eh?"

"Maybe," agreed Blake, "which reminds me, I haven't heard of ﬁhat
young man of late, in fact I think the last time wes lest Christmes when
we had thet extreordinary party here."

"Oh yes," excleimed Tinker, "when we had dear old "Splesh' Page with
us agein. Wonder where HE has popped off to now,"

"I believe he is down in Australia now," replied Bleke, "working for

. Sydney newspaper, I think."

"Good for him."

"Yes, he'll meke good wherever he goes - what energy the man has."

"Jonder what sort of Christmas we'll heve this year," seid Tinker
changing the subject agein. "Not so exciting es last yeear, I'll bet."

"Might be exciting yet," seid Blake, "olthough I have no plans as yet
we might be lended in @ sessonable mystery - who knows?" "

"personally I'd like o nicc quiet time by the fire," said Tinkcr.
e might esk one or two here omd have & nice old-feshioned time. What

do you say, guv'?"
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"Well, we might make & start to arrenge things I'll agree," enswered
Blake. "How about it if we sk old Couttsy end his missus, Voenner,
Belford end @ few of the other Yerd men - plus friend Bond end o few of
his hobby friends?"

"I'd like to meet some of the leds of that clen," sgreed his assistent,
"that fellow Dolphin, for instence, end Harry Homer, Wilfred Derwin,
Walter Webb mnd others." , 2

"They certoiinly work hard on our behalf," said Blake, "0.K., we'll
invite 'em &ll here. - It's & good idea, young'un. And oh, by the way,

I think I'1l invite Mr. E. S. Brooks end our partner in srime fighting
Nelson Lee and his essistent Nipper. How sbout thet?"

"Good egg," exclaimed Tinker enthusisstically. '"Whizzo idee, guv.'"

"I'd like Lee to meet Brooks for old timee seke," seid Blake mis-
chievously, "it might meke the latter forget sbout 1066 and all thet, to
say nothing of Joy.

"And if we could only lay hends on Weldo," enthused Tinker.

"Well, we might get him ot that," seid Bleke, "it is on the cards that
Weldo is olways very near Norman Conguest snd Mr. Brooks might be sble to
rope him in as well."

Ind so the two went on - plenning smother Christmes party thet
promised to be full of cheer snd heppiness. . Full of friendship end zood
will., We shall not We sble to give you readers of the C.D.Annuel o picture
of this yecar's affoir until 1950 has dawned. So watch the pages of the
C.D. monthly and you might be intriguedl! -

Author's Note: The above fentesy has been written with the
object of trying to bring the old Blake stmosphere back to life,
It is sadly missing from current Bleke materiel, as you all know,
and we can only rely on the past for that pcrsonel ~nd friendly
touch that made Sexton Blake the populor character of this century.
Some of the meteriel used may . be recognised by verious members of
our circle to whom I offer my thenks for information suppliecd,
I must a2lso ask the indulgence of those well known persons
mentioned and hope that the whole effort will be teken in the
gpirit in which it wes written.

> HIMOB.

WANTED: Magnets Nos.l to 6, 90, 100, 106, 110, 164, 207,
217, 263, 2%4, 266, 273, 283, 288, 308, 309, 9812, 334, 343,
377, 382, 393, 411, 41%, 417, 429, 432, 439, 448, 449, 648,
664, 668, 672, 775, 880, 938, 941, 942, 943, 948, 955, 973,
974, 975, 992, 1064, 1069, 1074. Condition - good enough
for binding desired. Would teke volumes or short runs to
obtein wanted numbers. Wm. H. Gander, P.0.Box 60, Trans-
confi, Manitobn, Caneade.

Advertise in the C.D.
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Are wou Blake conscious?

Devised by Rex Dolphin -
(Solutions on last page of the Annual)

TWENTY QUESTIONS
How well do you know your collection?

1, Ususl mumber of peges in U.J. (Date 1922 onwerds)
2. Usual number of peges in D,W.

3+ Approximete size of U.J. page.

4., Approximete size of D,W. page.

5. Centre-page feature of U.J., in 1921

6. 1923
7. 1926
8. 1928
9. 1930

10. Date in 1920's when authors' nemes first given.

11, First author so named.

12, Last number of U.J. end author,

13, Approximate story-length of current S,.B.L,

14. "Bedge" on S,B.L. in 1933

15. Date of commencement of S.B.L. 2nd Series.

16, Title of §.B.L. 18t Series No. 1. .
17. In 1929, where did U.J. stories stert? Inside cover or pege 3?
18, Sub~title of U,J. in 1925,

19, First scriel in D.W.

20, Which present-day euthor wes writing before 19207

CRYPTIC CHARACTERS

1) BAMIS. . .2) Q. . 3)pe A)XX - 5), T .-le
2 s E £1,000,000

WANTED: Megnet Nos.1002, 1003, 1005, 1006, 1038, 1040, 1046,
1054, 1066, 1084, 1089, 1123, 1124, 1125, 1144, 1147, 1150,
1153, 1154, 1156, 1157, 1158, 1168, 1169, 1176, 1177.
W.L.Brenton, 63, Thoresby Street, Hull.
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THE MAGIC CIRCLE

How many Blake-nemes cen you find?

FIND THE AUTHOR - BY NUMBERS

A well-loved Blake esuthor is hiding below.  Spot him by tabulating
the phreses in correct order. (Re-write the first nine letters only of
each phrese, end @ logicel process will reveal him.

Sey how meny black cets there were in E, S. Brooks' Eustece story.
Cynos hed this number of sons.

Give Mr., Armitege his Secret Service Number.

A Council's membership. '

A millioneire in e Plummer story.

A weekly feest would cost only —-d.

A fine Ferrero story festured -- Buffelo Bills.

The favourite — who wrote the Proud Trem Series.

Skene wrote of the man in this position.

WANTED URGENTLY :“ Your price paid. Gems 819, 878, 879, 946.
Can any Fellow Collector oblige? - Leonard Packman,: 27, Aroh--
dale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

Advertise in the C.D.
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SEXTON BLAKE CRYPTIC CROSBWORD

Across P

1. Parson's Pride.

3., Rether a rescally Prince then

e princely rascel,

4. French friend from the Greek.
7. This one's vegeteble, but Evans
made it commit e crime. (9,4)

11, This neme fitted both Herdy
and Jones.

12, One-third of & Pearadise Bird. :
13. Whither Blake has followed !
meny @ Teutonic crook. L3
14. Used by authors.

16. Centre of my Bloke collection
(243)

17, Crook No.,l - middle neme. 1
22, This servent hes more than e LS
yellow streak.

23, "Down ceme & blackbird,? seid

F. A, Symonds.

24. Description of many a U.J.

story.

25, Put 26 in the South East to find 22'e creator.

27. First Blake suthor (Christien neme), '

29, Armchair Detective's initisals,

30, Ite pages carried e Splash,

31, Subtract the unknown quentity to find Sexton's aliss.

Down

1. Fremlin, the winner.

2. Teylor's lost his tail end become femele.
3. Vapoury character.

4, June's lost her heed.

5, Add "Press".

6., Con @ Voodoo Queen heve a "Christien" neme?
8, Paul Cynos had.

9. He inspected for G.H.T.

10, Henson, not very loud.

14, ReS VB

15. Initially, Murrsy was Drew.

16. Not very well-known Osborne cheracter - but e Wog shows the wey.
18. Author of most S,.B, stories till 19297

19, Pierre, heving lost en E, is more meture.
20. Ten years of Blake.

21, Sexton's one-time rivel.

26. Brookes, the artist, is short.

| 28, Initials of 25.
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:ggaglcin45 Back

Some recollections of the old "Union Jack" written by
Wilfred Darwen

A few years before the wer I spent a brief but enjoyable holidey in
London, Being o devotee of Sexton Blake it was only naturel thet on the
first dey of my visit my feet should turn towerds the ome spot in all the
world most closely connected with the greet men himself, Beker Street. As
I stocod on the pevement of that very busy thoroughfere end glenced along
the row of large snd substentiel houses, I thought of all the stories I hed
read connected with, and written earound, its famous resident.

I studied each front door separately. I even glanced at the basement
windows, perheps hoping in the beck of my mind tc see the round, good-humours
face of Mrs. Berdell.

Meny ; unacqueinted with the lure of Sexton Bleke, might smile at my
intereat in o person who never ectually existed outside the covers of a
story peper. Nevertheless, on that dey I setisfied e burning curicsity
to see for myself the strecet that, above £ll others, meent so much to me.

My interest in this greet fictional character began at en impression-
gble age. I cemnot say for certein how old I wes when. I first discovered
Sexton Blake, but I know that I hed alreedy met other detectives less
gifted. Dixon Brett and Tubby Heig were two thet interested me for e time.
Barlier then-this I had been reading the exploits of Falcon Swift in the
“"Boys' Megazine". I still have a sentimentel interest in this peper, and
during the last few years heve been collecting copies.

Actuclly the first Sexton Blake story I reed wes in "The Union Jack"
No. 1131, entitled "The Pouper of Pengarth Costle". I have a2 hezy recollect
tion of others before this, but am uncertein of the titles. The yarn I
have mentioned featured Weldo the Wonder Man.

r

With cheracteristic insolence this fascinating character presents him-
gelf before Lord Pengarth under the borrowed neme of "Sexton Bleke". The
story had e sequel which dppeored the following week in U.J. No., 1132
entitled "The Curse of Pengerth Castle"., - Both stories were edmirably
illustrated by Arthur Jones.

The green and black cover of the second yarn}was one¢ of the most
striking end originel I have ever seen on the front of the old U.J.

Delving e little deeper into my Sexton Blake reminiscences, the next
story I cen remember clecrly wes & George Mersden Plummer yarn., I have
read this perticuler thriller several times, and elweys with the keencst
enjoyment. It cast the notorious ‘oriminal in his very familier end colour-
ful role of "The Hewk of the Peek", The theme of the story, a topical one
et that time, was the Arab wer in Moroceo. This wne in U.J. No. 1141 end
was called "The Kidnapped Correspondent. ;

In course of time I reed memy other travel yerns, being particulerly
thrilled by Robert Murrey's Confederetion series. = This suthor'chose
& ity SRl B L h t .
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different backgrounds to G. H. Tced, being content to settle down in
South Americe or the remote islands of the Scuth Atlantic Oceen. Here,
in en atmospherc of steaming tropicel jungle end oncicnt Inca cities he
gave me many ¢ thrilling hour's recdlng.

Typicel specimens of the whole series sre U.J. No.1138 "Into The
Unknown", 1137 "The Yellow City" end 1154 "Buried Alive". Thcse yarns
did not follow any reguler course but oppeared ot intervels of ewery two
or threewceks, Between one story end the next other U,J. characters
had » more or less reguler appenrance. Oné week a Zenith yarn, Plummer
or Rymer the next, end finally back to the Confederation., In this wey
all testes were cetered for and everyone wos sotisfied.

hApart from the travel yorns I elso resd meny streight dctective
stories., One or two were exceptionally good end certeinly deserve some
mention. U.J. No.1l1l43, "The Great Wexworks Mystery" wes written by
populaer Gwyn Evens., Most of the ection of this story wes centered 4in
and eround Colwyn Bey and Rhos-on-Sec, North Wales., A terrific’ fight
between Bloke snd e eriminel opponcnt in o greveyerd st.desd of night, is
only one¢ of the thrilling incidents in this action packest novel, U.J.
No.1142, "The Negetive Alibi", 1123 "Who Is This Men?", ond 1069 "The
Secret Of The Sarcophegus" src further cxemples of the first clese straight
Sexton Bleke detective story. I coul’ mention meny more, 911 equally
thrilling and each one complete in itself.

There was quality in the Blake story of those days. Than, ong eoqld
alweys be sure of o first class yarn, end not second or third class ns 1s
sg often the cese to-day, . 3

JACKSON, JULIAN:

Real name John Park Wilson. Born Glessford, Lenarkshire,
15th October, 1867, dies 10th March, 193%2. Was & prolific
writer of boys stories and his pen could ‘hardly keep pace
with his teeming ideas. For many years wrote for The Big:
Budget, Jester, Pluck, Union Jack, Marvel, Hnlfpenny Sur-
prise, Boys of Englﬂnd Boys Comlc Journ&l etc., Stories .
included those of Ras Prigfn, the Hindu Detective, "The Giant
Jap", "The Terrible Turk", "Priests of the Serpent God",

"Mat Charwells Tutors"; Serals in Bretts papcrs were "Tho
Rivel Gients" ® tfle of Britain under the Romens, "Owen
Glendower, the Hero of Wales", "British Dick" and "Sam, thec
Yonk", "Up-to-Dete"; "Jeack &t School" and "Jack &t Oxford".
Therec was an amusing circumstance connected with "Up-to-Date"
Jack at School", Some years earlier Julian Jackson sent a

- gtory to Brett with the title "The Schoolboy Somneambulist".

Brett returned it e&s unsuitable. (twice). Years later Brett
fsked the author for a school story to start "Up-to-Date Boys"
Julian Jeckson found the rejected menuseript, slightly re-
viged and sent it along. It was accepted. Julian Jeckson

who wes also a talented musician and for 26 years orgenist

of Bridge of Teith Church.
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When Rex Dolphin sent along the following fceture he expressed some mis-
givings es to the possible reactions of Blake lovers who might consider

it was poking fun et the Men from Beker Street. I think,however, that
Blake himself would be emused et the allusions to himself end his essistont
end I am sure thet all reeders will egree thet although this is not
strictly Bleke meteriel, it is a brillient little akit by one of our most
valued friends.

Ml

The Great Nslom mgster&

By Rex Dolphin

"Well, Ex-Inspector Filbert, of ell peoplel”" exclaimed the great
detective, Puffin Pype, o8 I welked, dripping with fog, into his Baker=-
street congulting room. . "Remember my old joke -~ 'Filbert, you're nutse!'?"
A hollow leugh eccompenied this hollow joke,

‘Puffin Pype, like all good privete detectives, hadn't aged. TFifty
yeara ago he'd sterted his cereer in the Puffin Pype Library; it wes
fully ten yeers since I'd lest seen himj yet he still looked thet standerd
age of sbout thirty-nine. ~ His tall, thinnish, yet tough figure was as
athletic-looking es ever. He s8till wore the same acid-stained dressing gow
And yes ——— I sweer he was etill smoking the same old pipe!

¢

And there too was Stinker, hie asaistent, sitting before the blazing
fire. But he had altered. Years of dog-likc devotion hed given him e
caning' appearanc@ ~— but that's enother story, ‘and e shaggy dog one bt thet

"Well, Pype, whet are you doing these days?™' I esked.

Puffin Pype puifed his pipe end shrugged. '"Very little, old man,
Modexn criminals are so unimeginetive., I'm working now on & new monogreph,
It's on. duvenile crime, but I don't know whether to call it 'Crime And
Crooners' or 'Sin And Sinetra.' But you have a2 problem on your mlnd,
FPilbert. Coen I essist?"

« "Why ‘yes," I seid, "I have ¢ 'smnll problem, but I don't went to cut
in.on eny important ceses."

'"$tinker,“‘queried Pype, "whet's on the books?"

Stinker looked in the engagement book. "The essassinotion of the
Emperor of Bifbaahistan, end the disappearance of » trans-Atlentic eir-
liner, Chief. " \

Puffin turned to me end wgved his pipe.  "Mere chickenfeed, old men,
Ten minuates' work, Now, what's your mystery?"

"Well," I said, "it's nothing very serious, but I would reelly like
to know who strangled my wife with a2 nylon stocking."

"He{" exclaimed Pype. "A cese sfter my own heert. As a metter of
fect, your wife is the fourth women to be murdered that way in the pest
month, Very intriguing, yes. Let's go."
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The three of us left the warm chembers, found a taxi in the fog, end
wormed our way to my prefeb in the London outskirts.

Once inside, I pointedlout to Pype the chelk-merks éhoWing where I hed
found my unfortunate wife lying with a stocking tied around her neck,

"H'm," said Pype thoughtfuliy, "between the pismo and the door, ch?
ind this is the stocking, eh?"

He fingered the now rather ruined nylon.
"Suicide, perhope?" I suggested.

Pype shook his heed. "Be logical, Filbert. She would have had to
tie one end to the pieno leg, tie the mylon round her neck, end the other
end to the doorknob, and then kick the door to, After she hed kicked the
bucket, she would heve had to untie the stocking from piano end door ———
and foke these black fingermerks on each endl" :

I lcoked at the marks, which somehow the police had overlooked with

their usual stupidity. ¥ & R
Pype's eyes sporked. "Solwved!" he eried., "These mérks”givé me the

golution." ' : A § s

I felt dumb, es alweys in the presence of the great man{

"Black Hend Gang?"' I suggested feekly,

"No, nol" soid Pype pityingly. "Be logicel, Filbert! Thpf sort of
thing went out yerrs ago. But you're near,pretty near," ‘

"Perheps it wes me, Pype.  Perhaps I have o gplit mind, or & guilt
complex, or perheaps I am a psychopathie maniec?"

04

"You've been seeing too meny psychological thrillerffilﬁq, 0ld man,"
Pype enswered. '"You ought to know by now thet we don't get‘aqytqf khat
stuff in the Puffin Pype Library. Plenty of clean blood, %ullets, and '

torture — but no psychistry! Now, Filbert, what doy is tomorrow?"
"Sundey," I answered, wondering what was coming.

"0.K.," seid Pype, "Mecet me in Petticoet-lsne at ten tomorrow morning!T

Next morning, with my pockets corefully emptied for the oceersion, I -
pushed through the milling crowds until I spied Pype. Tegging behind him
wes Stinker, very unsuccessfully disguised es » newgpaper Wwoy. His get-up
was superb, but he was selling Saturdey night's Evenlng Gozette. Now, had
he been oble by some Wellsien mirecle to sell Soturdey's Gegette on &
Fridey evening -- well, I would be working the poole, not writing my
memoirs for e living. : . ! )

. Puffin Pype whispered esgerly to me, "I've found him, Filbertt"
"The murderer?" I gosped,  "Where? ‘ ;

"Over therel" hissed Pype, "Couldn't be anyone.elae -—- Darky Den,
the dirtiest mon in the nylon Black Marketi" e 5

"Amazingl" I seid.
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"Elementoery!'" he snswered. "Come on, Filbert."
We epproached Darky Den,

"Nylons, guv.?" whispered Den ho.rsely. Then: "Gewd, it's Puffin
Pype himself{"

. Pype grebbed his arm before he could slide eway. "Come end have e
drink, Dan," he invited.

‘In the pub,; over an invigorating gless of mild end weter, Bype asked
- Den why he did it.

= "Swelp me, guv'nor, but I hed to., - I could never stend iﬂératitude.
And none of them domes could recognise & good bargein. I offered them
- fully feshioned nylons at five bob e peir, end they turned me down. So
what could I do but strongle *em_end leeve 'em the stockings as a free
gift?"

"Excetly, my dear Den.”  Now dun't worry. All I went of you is e
. hundred pnirs of nylons for o very specicl lady client of minel"

"0 Koy guw'nor. Come with me."
. Dazed, I watched them get up to leeve.
WHeyl". I shouted, - "What about my missus?"

Pupe turned, end with a pitying smile srid: "Be logicel, Filbert -— °
what cen she ‘went with nWlons now?"

S & = S

MACRAE, HERBERT:
4 versatile suthor whose work mppeared regularly in
verious Boys pepers.

PEARSON, AIBC., G:

: A prolific ‘writer for meny years for .ldines, particularly
True Blue, and 4,P. papers. Created a number of detectives,
including . Royston Gower, Herbert Treickett, Frank Ferrett,
Dr.Nevade, and Dr.Messinn., #lso used severnl pen names,
including Captein . Russel Scott, Bruce Howard, and 4rnold
Devis. 48 the latter wrote enrly Sexton Blake stories in

the Union Jack.

SHAW, GORDON:

Wrote a series of stories concerning V-Bar-V Rench, in.
the early days of the Champion. %“1so wrote "The Golden
Prail". 4s S.S.Gordon, penned "The Bucking-Up of St.Esmonds"
for the Boye Realm. «lsc "The - Gentlemsn Tremp". Was also
probably Gordon Wall&ce.
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The Feminine Element

A Study of the women chrracters created for the
Sexten Blcke series by the late George Hemilton Teed.

By William Colcombe

George Homilton Teed had many outstending quelities es e Blake author,
perheps the most noteble being the way he brought women cheracters into
prominence in the Blake sega., He wes the first Blake writer to devise &
series with & women es the centrel cherscter. The lady in question being,
of course, Yvonne Certier. Yvonne wes en lAustralisn whose perents had
been swindled by a group of finemeciers end our young heroine is determined
to seek rovenge on these men, Aided by her uncle, John Graves, she sets
out to ruin eech of them in turn. As most of her activities are outside
the lew she soon runs foul of Sexton Bleke.' When, however, she has the
detective at her mercy she finds she has fallen in love with the one men
who was able to prevent her from fulfilling her vengeence, Blake, on his
side, found himself with heving more thon just a warm xegerd for this young
and beestitiful blonde opponent., He however puts duty first end they
remained in oppositiom until the end of the campaign of* revenge. = Leter
they beceme very good friends and Yvonne helped Blake with several of his
cases, notebly in connection with his efforts to essist Tinker's friend
Nirvena, Yvonne also appeared in some of the early Criminel Confederation
Htories. . 57

Nirvene, the young dencer whom Tinkcr knew in the deys before he met
Sexton Bleke, was & tool in the hends of her elder sister Marie. Tinker
at first tries to keep his ettempte to help her from Blake. It is only
ofter he has confided in his beloved guv'nor snd enlisted his help, that
he is sble to free Nirvona from the influence of her evil sister and that
unpleasent lady's crook essocistes. With Bleke end Tinker's help Nirvena
finds her long lost fether end is set upon the road to heppiness..

Roxene Herfield had much in common, as & cheracter, with Yvonne. She
was & French Cenedisn whose mother wes swindled out of her life sevings by
a group of finenciers. ILike her predecessor Roxenc sets out to seek
revenge on the men who had ruined her perent, and like Yvonne agein she
comes into opposition with Blake and succeeds in kidnepping him eboerd her
yacht with the help of its crew. While her prisoner she succombs to
Bleke's cherm end tries to enlist hie eid. Roxene was the central charac-
ter in severel series of stories. The first with her ettempte to seek
revonge end end sces her in opposition to Bleke, then ceme two stories
"Blackmail" end "Shenghaied" in which an ettempt is made to blackmail
Blake after his being enticed ebvard Roxene's yecht. This episode wes
followed by o long series in which Bleke essists Roxene in her fight
ogeinet the finenciel crooks who ruined her Mother. The last Wu Ling
series to appeer in the 0ld "Union Jack" also feetured Roxane end it is
only due to Blaske thet she escepes from & most wunplessant situation.
Lastly, there waes e set of three stories that appeered in "The Detective
Weekly". Roxene, after & long illness, in which a cure is effected by @
Dr. Svenson, turns edventuress in partnership with Svenson snd once more
comes up against Sexton Bleke. This series was never completed, probably
due to Teed's untimely death.
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"drook, and with the help of his old friend Hong Loo Soo assiete hor to set

. i In the story "The Tiger Of Centon" (S.B.L. 2nd series No.89) we find

"Union Jeck" No. 1305 "Poisoned Blossoms" s~*w the appe erence of
yet another of Teed's female creations, June Severance by neme, Whilst on
a long trip out Ezet, Bleke rescues her from the ettentions of en unpleesent

up an entique shop in London.

George Mersden Plummer, hitherto & lone werrior, acquire a femele pertner,
to wit, Vali Mete-Vali, One time temple girl ot The Temple of Bternal
Purity in Centon, leter the glemorous "Bird of Paradise" idol of fthe Parisien
theatre-goer. Extremely beefitiful, utterly unscrupulous, reedy to follow
Plummer and essist in cerrying out the most eudacious criminel plots, Valil
wes- almost unique amongst Teed's female characters in that she idn't enter-
tain any regerd for Sexton Bleke other thon es a resourceful detective.

She end Plummer made the most deadly mele end femele combination Blake and
Tinkexr ever tackled.

Huxton Rymer's femele pertner, Mery Trent, first came into contact
with him whilst serving ss a housemeid et his "Professor Butterowrth" cstab-
lishment 8t Lbbey Towers. He soon discoverced she hed other talents epart
from being able to 'do housework. They soon tesmed up together for the
purposes of relieving others of their worldly goods. Mery Trent wes never
an out and out bad cherecter snd had many redeeming features in her make up.
Her loyelty to Rymer was ncver in doubt, though it wes at times doubted by
Plummer ‘béfore thé days of Veli MﬁtaAVali: She was often suocessful in
moderating Rymer's more ruthless methods end at times brought the best in
him to. the surface. - Her high regard for Blaeke, both as a detective and es
a men, weg often .resulting in friemdly relations between Blake &nd Rymer,

a notable exemple being detailed in the story "Sexton Blake's Christmes
Truce" (U.J. No. 1105).

A character of a very different type was Merie Galente, the Voodoo
Queen. " A thoroughly unpleesent piece of work without one redeeming feature
thet ¥ can recell. She was a High Priestess of the cult of Voodoo on the
island of Hayti, She cherished something of & passion for Sexton Bleke
end her‘hate knew no bounds when he rether neturally didn't reciprocate.
Huxton Rymer came under her spell for o time and they teamed wp together
against Blake.

. Another young lady who joined forces with Plummer for a short while
was one Mariel Marl commonly known es "The Gun Girl", a cheracter straight
out of Hollywood in more senses them one. Ncedless to say, theilr assocla-
tbon hardly met with the epproval of Vali Mete-Veli and there were verbal
and physical clashes when the two did meet.

The lést cf the femele charactersto be creeted by G. H., Teed was Elea
von Kravitch, daughter of a Polish noblemen. Her death bed promise to her
Mother to keep her father safe was extremely difficult to keep in view of
his criminel activities. Her efforts to bring his nefarious plots to naught
hardly met with his epproval end only Bleke's intervention seved her from
en eerly and violent end., Blake sympathised with heriin her difficulties
and helped her as far as his duties as a detective ellowed. Elsa's
appearsnces were confined to the pages of "The Detective Weekly".

THE END
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Lesser Lights

By John W, Gocher, Junr,

So much has been written sbout the "Big‘Name" authors who helped to
immortalise Sexton Blake thet one is inclined to overlook the lesser
authors who wrote en occasionel Sexton Bleke story. Gilbert Chester,

- Gwyn Evanq, G. H, Teed, John Hunter, Allen Bleir and meny other femiliawy

names are known and respected throughout the ranks of Blake enthusiasta,

but is theiaame respect given to David Mecluire, R. L., Hadfield, Arthur J,
Palk, Francis Brent and Bruce Chaverton who, in their way, were instrumene
tal in helping the name of Sexton Bleke to become a household word? Indeed
it is not! But, on the other hend, there is so little known of the lessey
authors.

Stewford Webber who wrote - to my knowledge - three Blake stories was
heralded in the Union Jack with a fenfere of trumpets but, even so, his
stories were not Bleke stories in the full sense of the word. One had. the
impression that Blake wes included ss e secondery charecter in the seme way
as he appeared in John Brendon's stories. "ho was Stewford Webber? Waa
it e pseudonym of an elreedy well-known author? Or were these three .
stories - two in the U.J. oand one in the Detective Weekly - his first
eff%;ta in fiction? Who can tell? Such details ere buried in the.dust
of time.

David Mecluire wes a differont type of writer. His stories were
recy ,and crisp. His style wes refreshing end he wrote with e verve sedly
lecking in the present day Bleke euthors. "Crooks' Cargo' 'in particular
wes an excellent story. But of the men nothing eppeers to be known.

Arthur J. Pelk was an Austrelian who was given permission to write up
an account of one of Bleke's Melbourne ceses, It was a tolerable story
well written and quite exciting, but Palk was never hcerd of again in
connection with Sexton Blake., Maybe he continued his writing in Australia
end, for 11 I know, is still there.

Williem J, Elliott - celebrated author of the Gunning end Royston
Frere stories and best seller writer of tough thrillers - wrote & Christmes
story in the Union Jack and one Sexton Blaeke Librery. He wrote the Christ-
mag story beceouse Gwyn Evens wes ill at the time end in a note the editor
of thet day mentioned that Evens head helped him with the story. In sctual
fect, Evens had nothing whatsoever to do with that story snd the note was
only inserted a8 U.J. receders had come to expect ean Lwvens Christmes story.
As Mr, Elliott told me, "the steory was all my own work es the pavement
artists say". Mr. Elliott wrote a book and dedicated it to Gwyn Evens'
memory remerking thet Gwyn would most probably have written the book in
question a great deal better, Mr. Elliott was a man of many perts. He
toured with a "Fit-Up" company - thet inspired his theatricel book -, he
acted on the films in the silent days - that inspired a book on film life -
and even wrote & book on "Sex Life". I understend thet Mr, ®lliott passed
away a few yeers ego, leaving behind him a long list of best sellers which
are, from time to time, re-issued by Gerasld G. Swen Ltd.
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Norman Teylor who, to my humble knowledge, wrote one Bleke yarn

* (U.7.1439), wes well known in other fields. The Boys' Friend Librery

captured his stories, so, too, did other Amalgemeted Press publications,

Clifford Gotes, who wrote one Sexton Blake novel, "The Mystery of the
Murdered Caretaker", wrote o twelve story series for the "Triumph" entitled
"The Lost Ranger" in 1937 end, also, en erticle on model railways for
Chums, but I cen trace nothing else concerning him slthough he is en author
for whom I have the utmost regerd. The editor of the S.B. Library informed
me, during the war, thet Gates was in the Nevy. i

R.. L., Hadfirld was, quite recently, still writing adult fietion, while
Barry Perowne who wrote en occesional Sexton Bleke v Raffles astéry hes
completea published regularly in Britannia end Eve and also in Americen
pulp megezines.

Perheps the most neglected of the lesser lights is Gerald Bowmen who
wrote several stories with s somewhet bizerre setting for the D.7. He hed
style, writing sbility end a flair for good cherscterisation end his stories
were always of the type thet must be finished et » sitting, He wrote one
full length Blake novel and his work slso eppeered im the Thriller, Thriller
44d.. Library end the Renger. I imagine it is he who writes fest moving
thrillers for publisher Werner Laurie. C.Vernon Frost, another suthor
with one Blake epic to his credit, is still ective, while Richard Goyne is,
of course, active in the best seller class. His books seem extremely

-pOPUIar with everyone.

John Sylvester and Joseph Stemper - both "oncers" - ere active writers
Sylvester concentrating upon juvenile books end Stemper on romence.
George E. Rochester, one of the most popular authors of boys' stories today,
was another euthor who showed the greetest promise ss e Bleske story writer
but wes allowed to slip from the fold to the detriment of us sll, Louis
Brittany, according to a pen friend, wes just enother way of writing
G. H. Teed, while Victor Fremlin's identity is o metter for conjecture. Of
Frencis Brent nothing eppears to be known or suspected,

Anthony Ford, celebrated suthor »f the Ronger and Boys' Friend Library,
wrote one or two shorter storiees for the D.W. when that paper begen to
print two stories weekly between ebout 105 end 140,

Edwerd Holmes, who wrote one long complete in the D.W., geined fame
when selected to write & serial festuring Blake for the B.B.C. in 1940
Why en unknown wes selected has never been mede kncwn, but it was an
excellent play, far superior to those churned out ot the moment featuring
a certain Mr, Temple. Even the celebrated Ernest Dudley of Doctor Morrelle
end Armchoir Detective fame, wrote & S.B. yarn, teaminz the master detective
with Mr. Walker the Junkmen snd & very good effort it was at that!

Other suthors who wrote occasionslly were:- Roland Howard, Stenley
Gordon, Frenk Lelland, George Woodmen, D. L. Ames, John Purley, Richard
Standish, Derek Long, L. H. Brooks, Barry Linden, H. Townley, S. G. Shaw,
Lewis Carlton, R. ¥, Foster, Stecey Bleke, Michsel Poole, Richard Essex,

John Ascott, Peul Vickery, T. C. Bridges, Allan Maxwell, George Dilnot,
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Hedley Scott end John Brearley, the last nemed in the Boys' Friend Librery.

What of these nemes, deer reeders, can eny one drew back the curtains of
the pest ond throw some light upon the men behind‘the printed page?

S. G. Show and Stenley Gordon were, I suspect, one end the ssame,

SPRIGG, STANHOPE WILLIAI:

Born 1867, died 19%2. iuthor and journalist. Educated
Kings School, Worcester. For several years was in the provin-
ces, editing newspapers in Sheffield, Nottingham, and South-
empton. Then went to London in the early deys of the Harms- .
worth and for years was one of the principal editors. Was
also in the Daily Express, and represented the Standard in
New York. 4mong serials he wrote for the boys papers were
"The Mysterious League" (Boys Realm), "The Scarlet Horseman"
(Boys Herald), and "Dirk, the Dog Detective" (4d Union Jack).-
It is interesting to note thet whilst assistant editor of the
Sheffield Weekly Independent, he introduced Mexwell Scott to
the editor of the 4d Marvel. Doserves a placc in the history-
of boys journals for that reason &lonc. K. h!

STORM, MICHABL. K g g

Real neme Charles Ignatius ‘Sempill, M.M. Educated, Paris
privately, and Perth University. Author-journalist, and
publicist. Contributed to Windsor Mageazine, Daily Meil,
Evening Stendard, end 4.P. papers. Held meny appointments in
1914-18 war, and Superintendent Police Kenya 1919-28, etec.
Wrote "Brooks of Ravensc&r", "Rope of Rubies", and "Captein
of Abbotewey", for Boys Friend 3d Library. These stories
were outstanding, end in more serious vein thon the usufl

gchool story. A4lso wrote a number in similar style for

URQUHART, PAUL:

Real name Thomas Cox Meech. Born 1868. Barrister at Lew
and journalist. Was editor of several newspapers. hlso .
lectured on Parlisment, Famous Trials, etc. 48 Paul -Urquhert
wrote a large number of Sexton Blake stories or rather it
would perhaps be more true to sny he partly did so for it .
hig been sthted it wes ¢ pen-name shared by two individurls

writing in collaboration.

WOLFB, CEDRIC:
Oreated Kit and Cora Twyford, brother and sister detectives
very readable yarns which usually appeared in Pluck. Wrote
one or two Sexton Blake yarns into which he introduced Kit
and Corf. 4lso wrote one or two serials one of which "Green
&8 Grass", & school story, appeared in the Boys Friend (1909).
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ﬂ)or\obra.p]\ on Sexton Blake

- day I made up my mind to heve a go ot this series, although the "Detective

very. lovable\one too for those who got to know him well. They didn't heve

. to put the stories over. 1In fact, meny was the time when explamation was

By Herry Homer

. The idea of writing this little treatise has been in my mind for a
long time now, but as I add more and more to my knowledge of the great
detective, so I have thought '"Wait a while, you don't know enough about the
subject yet." = I have noticed that wishful thinking and the rose-hued
miste of memory obscure in some erticles the rather harsher tones of actual
fact. .For example, one reads quite often of the Nigel Blake series as if
this disreputable relation of our hero hed ss many yarns devoted to his
exploits as had to their's Dr. Huxton Rymer or Roxane Harfield., So one

Weekly" does not stand wvery high in my favour. In a short time I acquired
them ‘all ~ exactly four numbers! Yet the mental impact in younger days

of finding Sexton Blake with a brother, e sister-in-lew who celled him
'"Pfony' end & mephew at Scotlend.Yard, had stayed with me throughout the
years unti’ * -lso thought the Nigel Blake stories were full meny in
number and covered & long space in time. But this is Christmes when much
is forgiven end if I do not ettempt too much detail in this monograph per-
haps no'harm will be done - end if o few angry letters ere provokecd then
so much the better for the corre5pondence columns of the "Collecctors!'
Digest"!

; Fixatl; then ~ why Sexton Blake? . Goodness olone knows' there were
enough riua&a tp tempt. the penniee from our pockets in those gone-and *
generous deye. . Well, mainly because he wes @ reelistic cheracter end e

to send him. to school to.sell the mogazimes, nor invoke the sheer fentastic

given 28 to the existence in resl life of e phenomenon which wes brcught
into @ etory, The invulnerebility of Rupert Waldo to such things es heat
end pein was illustrated by e real-life counterpert and one story, U.J.1277,
vPhe Mon Who Walked By Nightt!" by Gwyn Evans, wes introduced end explained
by an erticle from the pen of no less an outhority than Professor A.M. Low,
who wrote of "—~ this fescinating series of Sexton Blake stories ~'" end
headed his article "It is not impossible",

The topicality of the Bloke stories was well written of in the 1948
Annual by Maurice Bond end there is mo doubt thet credibility was much
helped by this topicality. If Father talked well ebove one's head about
"the emezing state of affeirs in the Adrintic", it was most cumforting to

read a few weeks later "The Mystery of Fiume" (U J. 846) and know thet
Sexton Blake hed hed e finger in the pie! - And the polities of the actuel
matter oxplained with all veracity but in such simpler fashion then was
the case with Father! If there was little ettempt to build s charseter,
as epart. from 2 mere nome, in the case of the other detectives, there would
geem to be none at 211 in the trash which is put out these deys. A nephew
lent me some copies. of a paper featuring o school called Red Circle and en
eutomaton by the name of The Iron Teacher, slong with 2 lot of other muck
that eny child might be ashemed to cerry along the street for feer he
might be mistaken for en imbecile. But not so Sexton Blake -~ as the ycers
went by his character developed eand grew in depth end stature; above all
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cen this be found in the work of such es G. H. Teed, Robert Murrey end
Gwyn Evens, "U,J." 204 dated 7/9/07 (when I was one yeer old!) introduces
the detective wimply es "He was o tall leen men, clean shaved and with &
pipe in his mouth." ' His home rates only & mention, "He wae ushered into
the famous detective's consulting-room in Baker Street. In Lgypt we find
that "Nobedy understood the art of disguising better than the detective
and when he furtively slipped out of the hotel aftor derk his face and
hends had ¥een stained brown, a wisp of’ greasy hair streyed cver his ‘Pore-
head end he wore regged slippers, o flet turban »nd a' robe snd tunic, both
much soiledd'  The finel parograph of the story finds him with e date %o
drink beer fh Berlin with e German 'scientist friemd! 7 ;

Now let's Jump ten yesrs to "U.J." 726 dsted 8{9/11 where we find a
stury told by Tinker in which it comes to light that "the guv'nopr! enjoys
o round of golf and & good ciger but stays straongely celm when both are
aofflicted by a temporary blindncss. How different from Taed- elmogt enother
ten ycore later in '"The Tabu of Confueius" when we resd that “- Tinker i .
would never know the soft curse breathed by Blake ee he sew that.-gellant. )
young figure leave the\jigger—gaff,and plunge downward into the tuns and
shark-infested weters which, even at that distence, seemed wpefully far .-
beneath,"  And at the end, after Tinker's subscquent feilure end TeBCUE ~
"But Tinker took it much harder then Blake had ever seen him take
previous disappointment end, hed one been there just’ as “the destern sky
grew pink under the firet flush of dewn, ont might have seen Blake, the
sustere, standing in the bows of the ship with his erm rcund the 1sats
shoulder.  ind if one could heve listened one would hdve heerd him sey in
"I extraordinarily @entle tones:- - ‘Led, lad, -beceuse you sare knocked oht once
is no criterion that it is guing to happen next time.  Wu lung is somewhere
on this continent and we heven't fintbhed with him yet.* %t the words)
Tinker, who hud been gazing moodily back over $heweters of the' Gulf,
squared his shoulders. ' Then he smiled the loveble smile which revenled
the gollant nature of the lad. ou're right, guv'nor,” he seid, forcibly
but not elegently." ki , ‘

That Sexton Bloke hed o tender eide for the fair sex hos been well
brought out in the stories of Yvonne, Roxeme snd one or two more, but to
me there was only onc w men who ever mesnt enything to him and’ thet wes
Yvonne Cartier. To those who put forward Roxeme Horfield T would point °
out that the suthor wes the seme, meny of the situstions were similar and
the girl almost ddentical but for the different neme. - Read the following
paregraphi— ".,, these¢ same men, together with the one now dead, had
defrouded her and her mother out of the propsrty which had been the sole
legeoy from her fether,.'., the shouck of the discovery had gent the mother
to 'her death..... the girl hed set herself to prosccuté ‘e vendetts agaringt
these eight men,..," end then ".., frail mother hed gone to her greve, her
strength and spirit broken by the' scheming machinations of the greup” of
financicre who had swindled her husWend out of & fortune =nd hed not rested
until the rich estote had fellen into their hends ss well,....She becrme  ”
avenged Upon the eight men who hed swindled her father...." ' Thé geography
too was changed - I have omitted from the obove the location of the estates -
one wes in Cenado,” theé othor Ausraliaj onc girl 'wos Yvonne, the other
Roxene., Which was which? The first quote is teken from "U.J." 14525
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a8 Roxane story called. "Black Speniard Creek"; the second is from ean Yvonne
yorn "The Affair of the Tarten Box" in "U.J." 1109. - But however tempted,
Bleke niver quite fell, however near he might come to it, = I belicve thet
Meurice Bend found evidence to show that Blake was once merried but if this
is so, whethur 'twould be better to uncover the horrid metter or let it
rest in decent obscurity, I know not,  although I have my own very emphatic
private opinion! Blake wee no prude, however, he liked the good'things of
life and he enjoyed good living too. One often comes aerose a¥@lass of
superb brandy following en excellent dinnmer whilc the ocemsionel cocktail
was quite in order,. "“U.J." 1047, "Huxton Kpmer, President", hes - "He had
been bound for the Venetia -~ it was just efter mid-day - to dfibuss'with
Herry, the barmen, just what cocktail he should imbide, & process by no
meens. o8 brief as one might suppose sceing that Harry was the most finished
"Mixiologist" in Eurcpe snd esrried in his hea? the recipes for more then 5
three hunired polete ticklers.  Anl, as Bleke hed -had e very busy morning, |
he felt himself entitled to that mild indulgence.,"  But no fitter men
lived 9nd in the first of the "Dr., Satire" teles one reads "...oftor his-
ueupl cold bath snd brief course of physicol jerks he ssunteréed into the
sitting-room for his breakfest." - A sportsmen to his fingertips, we know
him well .as @ very good boxer end & fine swimmers he cen ride a horse with |
the best.of them ond I have an ides thet both he:end "Spots" Losely got |
their blues for cricket when up ot Oxford tugether, but em not in e position
at presanb ta verify this; cen snybody help me out? It 18 not -so well
known thet he is » football fon, but "U.J." 839 tells us that '"Blake was e
keen follower of footbell end he knew that Mr. Sheld was telling the truth.
‘I know that your club hos had rather bad luck recently,' he said, 'T have
watched several of their metches snd I must sey that your forwerd line is”
quite good but your defence certeinly wante bucking up,'" Did Blakc, I
wonder, ever pley f.ootball?  Not.sc long sgo I obtained from Herbort
Leckunby a copy of = Boys' Friend Librery. "Blske of the Blue Crusaders",
which was deseribed as a "Footer and Detective Story" in the vague hopes
that the Bleke wos somehow"the" Blake, but ii was not so — alas! : i

But this is o Christnas Annuel snd what does Sexton Dlake think of the
Festive Season? In the "U.,J," Double Number 737 we find him sending Tinker,
full of remonstrance, on in advance and eccompanied by Podro, to a country
memsion. - This part of the story is written by Bleke himself who commentss-—
"And it is only foir to add that I wes keen upon payin; the visit myself.
Christmes with Sir Jimmy and his charmiﬁg young wife promised to be extremely
enjoyable. There were.tu be many other guests in eddition and the party
was to be a merry omc." The Christines Number a year later saw the first
Waldo story which elso featured Nelson Lee, Nipper ond the Remove of
St. Frank's - one cen infer o difference in age betwcen Tinker eand Nipper
here! The main setting is o circus one onl the finel pera-raph resds -
"..s one invitation we accepted was to spend a day with a newly-married
couple who were not entirely unconnected with circus life.  (The story is
tekon from Tinker's Cose-Diary end is nerrated throughout by him.) - Their |
Christmas was. the heppiest in their whole lives and ours was by no means f
gloomy. In fact we spent ¢ really joyous time but I remember wondering,
even as we sat round the blazing Yule log, how long it would be before we
again met Waldce the Wender Man."
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No. 1000 "U.J." saw a femous Christmas - Bleke robbed of his all by a
Wu Ling combine of neerly all his best-known adversaries and going off in
a faint by shock end over-work. Chapter Eight starts "No one - not even
Tinker - ever knew of that collapse of Blake's.," It ends with & memorable
ride with Yvonne in the back of the Grey Penther - '"'Masculine,' she
murmured absently as she thrust her key in the door. 'Yes, he is that
certeinlyy. but he is not all masculine for there heve been times when he
has been'@s tender as & women.' And her eyes were misty with unshed tears."
Bleke the fighter shows another side of his nature, he can hand out @&
thrashing to a roughneck Yukon treil-runner without turning e heair.
("U.J." L1799. The men hes goeded Pedro into o fight to the death with
his husky dog and Pedro has won but the man too hes to. teke his punishment.
At the finish, Bleke walks sway with the remark, "He'll come round in some-
thing like & wuarter of an hour. ' If he wants eny more, I shall be only
too plessed to oblige him." But no calmness where Tinker is involved -
touch a hair of thet young men's heed end you ere in for very serions
trouble. The same epplies to: the fair gsex.. In "U.,J." 1038, Julia Fortune|,
his young friend @£ the Secret Service, has fallem into bad hands through
a misteke by Sexton Blake, who goes streight . to the reseue. "The guv'nor'
seeing red," Tinker told himself, "And I don't bleme him." The resulting
fight tekes four full columns of description — & full page snd a third of
another! Towards this climex we reed:~- "He wes purely a fighting machine -
strife incernete. For the time being he was mede of iror. Unconguersble.
The desperadoes who attecked him grew frightened at lest.  Of what avail
was. it to bite grenite, to batter their heads against a stone well? They
were not, as he was, awenging an atrocity...." ‘ : ‘

But spece gets short and we have streyed fer from our Christmes,
Without doubt it was Gwyn Evens who really brought Blake into the real
spirit of Yuletide end that goes for deer old Mrs. Bardell as well, .They
were great stories end if I am ever fortunate enough to ecolleet them all
(I have only three just now and do not even know how meny there were in all)l,
I hope one dey to moeke them the subject of & speciesl article.

Why hove all the o0ld characters gone and none come to take their
places? Why is the present-day Blake such a2 pallid figure end Tinker &
flashy young wisecracker? Hamilton seems to have achieved a successful
comeback (at 7/6 a time), what about some publisher having a go at reviving
the glories of the grestest detective of them all - our one and only
Sexton Blake?

WANTED:; Union Jack No.1,000, 5s8.0d offered. Leonard Packmen,
27, Archdale Road, BEast Dulwich, London, 8.E.22.

WANTED: Billy Bunder's Bank Note, Billy Bunter's Bearring
Out, and Nessie Bunter of Cliff House School. 4Also copies

of Schoolgirl, School Priend; -Schoolgirl's Own, Schoolgirls
Own Library. Gordon Kirby, 55, Forest Street, Bendigo,
Victoria, Austrelia.

Advertise in the C.D.
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EBFyﬁDQQJ to Quix

mswors (20 qucstions):

Lo 28, 11. Gwyn fvens.

2, 24 12, 1531, Rex Herdinges

o T S R 13. 48,000 worda. w
4, I UEE T ' 14. 4 skull with sutomptio pistol.
5. None, e 15, Mey: 1925, . o
6. Detecf’ive Supplement. . 16. The Yellow m;*er. By"G H, ﬂ;%e'd'
Te Detecti&tﬁ Supﬂ.mnt. ‘ 17. Inside cover. |

18, Sexton Blake's Own Paper.
19. The White Rider, By Leslie Charteris.
20, Lewis.Jeckson, .-

8. kae:'?\‘n Notewqm
9. True Ciﬁjima Fek '
10. Novemheq; 9'%}1, i

SOLUTION fmhe thie Circle)

If you can't get beyond 14, remember thet both AN‘DREW and DREW
are Bleke names.

oo s
SOLUTION (Find the euthor) B e E I R e R
1.gTYE MR ARDN NAT ksl ‘
2k, BBBXLE RB.. ’ W
5.84Y "HOW MAN 8 -
4h FINE FERR 5
5. SKENE WROT | bl |
6.THE FAVOUR
Ta O X :H.Q 8@ aD T
8. A WILWIONA
9.A COUNCIL'S

SOLUTION. (Cryptic Characters):

(1) Seminamis; (2) Kew; (3) Pege; (4) Yvonne; (5)
Julia Fortune. " 3

Don't forget to fill in and rcturn
the Voting Peper.. .o oo o
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The Finest Bo&d Hlxl\ua.l'eueg Publisheo
TOM MERRY'S

Tom (Derryn Annual

This is the first post-war
issue, of %om M°%'§ Ann%.
Wle feel c ent t i
find & very special plaece in

the affections of boys all over
the English-speaking world ..

All our old friends are
here - Tom Merry @&and his chums
“‘off St.dim's - Jimmy Silver -of
Rookwood - Harry Compton & Co.
of Carcroft School,not forget-
ting our fat old friend Turkey
Tuck. i § ' o S o

In addition to these o0ld feavourites, the Annual
contains this year some exciting new features - The
Story of the F.A.Cup - an exciting article on mofor
racing, and another on Speedway, by Basil Storey -
a~7fa'ﬁ,¢£ﬂﬁﬁnd"*m:lcle a wheling and another on secret
codes. Finally, there is an enthralling feature on how
to make & smAall and inexpensive radio set, with full
inatnicﬁonsygnf%g_is‘t of components .. .. -

. The Annual is profusely illustrated and has an

attractive jacket. .. ..

' The Price is only 7s.6d Net

It ecomprises over 300 pages of stories and feat-
ures, gﬂf’at the beginning there is & full-length Tom
Nerry sto : :
] Obtainable from all bookshops and newsagents, or
from the Publishers (Postage 9d extra) S o

Mandeville Publications
ct reet
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