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JANUARY 1950
Next Issue Februery
Editor, Miscellaneous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Tclephone Exchenge,
¢/o Central Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHATR

TO THE SCORES CF FRIZNDS AT HOME AND OVERSEAS
WHO H.VE SLNT ME CHRISTMAS AND NEN YEAR GREET

The End of an Eventful Yeer end a New Volume: I seid 1§a'&
month thet meny things hed heppened in the ysor just closing,
ond that I hed sn idea 1950 would be not without its thrills.
Of e truth, when I szid it T didn't know the helf of it. For
teke & load of thisl

L, week or two sgo thet brillisnt colummist, Ien Meckey, of
the News Chronicle, devoted his "Diery" to en’ account of some
unique ¢nd interesting Clubs. = "Clubs!" exclsimed thet slert
bundle of energy Len Peckmen when he sew it, "Clubs. I lkmow ome
Ien Macksy hosn't mentioned," emd streight ewey he wrote end told
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him £bout — well, you know which one. Tell, whot Len s#id in
his letter evidently impressed the columnist with the whimsical
pen. £s will be seen from the "write-up" he gove it, reproduced
on nother pege.

Well, o few deys lrter Len received # pile of letters from
Ien Meckey with = note saying they were cbout ¢ tenth of those
he hod had #8 & result of Len's enterprise. For meny days Len
hed & busy time replying to them. it the moment of writing
this the outcome is not known, but the probebility is there will
be meny new members fdded to our circle.

ind thet isn't 211, not by o long wey. On the eve of the
December London mceting I received 2 copy of the iustrelion
"Sydney Sun" sent by good friend Lcon Stone. You'll see it,
too, in this issue. I immediately sent Len Packmen e wire so
thet he could inform the meeting thc following dey. Leter Len
set off to the Fleet Street offices of the lmstralisn pepcr in
quest of enother copy — trust Len. Whilst there he wes told
the editor wented to see him. Followed & lengthy interview
which may mcen the feme of the C.D. rnd the Club will spresd
across .mstralie. Mot only thet, but Cenede mey heve & go, too|
.nd don't forget something is heppening in South ifrice, clso,
thenks to 4. J. Southwey.

I hoven't finished yet, for there's thet "Lesder" write—up.|
Tie heard just too lete to edvise you in the December issue thet
it had hed to be postponed # week or two. It mey heve appeared|
before this, if not, I cen edvise you not to miss it on eny
sccount, for it's £ joy to reed.

Tell, ¢11 thet, and 1950 hesn't sterted yet.

_nd now & grever note. In our c¢lstion we must not forget
thet during the yeer two members of our circle have psssed on -
Willizm H. Neste — ond Joseph Beguley, who died so tragicelly
just e8 he hed settled down in [mstreliz. In sddition, thet
brillisent crtist, Leoncrd Shiclds, known to 211 of us, died
eerly in the year. God rest their souls.

" oann "

Fresh Territory for C.D. s will be ssen from on intercst-
ing letter in the correspondence columns the C.D, nov goes to
Iceland, in sddition to Ceneds, U.S.4., Austrelis, New Zeslend,
South Africe, BZire, and Brezil. (Three soldiers rt my office
wetch my mail for foreiin stemps.) I c#n essure you Mr.Holtz
is © reel enthusisst who is very snxious to obtzin liegnets, Gems|
Nelson Lees, etc. ie he will be stsome disedventage through
being so isolated, I rm sure £11 will help him if they coen.




55— - i

seiling: 11 subscribers will get their copies this month
in en envclope big enough to send it flat. This is something
we heve been trying to do ever since we sterted the C.D., for
wreppers wers never satisfectory, especielly for those who wish
to bind their copiss. We hope we shell be cble to keep it up.
It will edd to the cost r little, but it will be worth it.

Lnd cgein hesalth end prosperity in 195C to 211 loyel
supporters of our little magezine, rnd who cheer me with their
letters.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENEBY .
R R ma =

T.WTED UKGENTLY: Top price prid. Gems 819, 078, 879, 946.
Cen eny fellow Collector oblige? Leonsrd Peckmen, 27 irchdele
Rosd, Lest Dulwich, London, 5.E.22.

WLNTED:  Schoolboys Own Libraries featuring Greyfriers, 1/6 to
3,7— erch offered according to esge. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside,
Stonebridge Park, London, N.W.1l0.

WALNTED: Sexton Blake Libreries, 2nd series, 171-723.
Teonard Peckmen, 27 irchdele Rosd, London, S.E.22. -

B,O.P. A'NULL: 1895. Excellent condition. %ill exchange for

Pilots, Duvels, Pluck, Chums, Bullseyes, etc. R. Southwood,

3 spring Villes, Fernborough Rord, Farnborough, Hents.

| FOR SLIE: Complete yerrs of 1931, 1932, 1933 MAGNETS. Offers
for rny of these years to L. Prckmen, 27 Lrchdele Rord, Erst
Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

Ty TED: "Bill;r Bunter"s Bank Ko‘te" "Billy Bun‘ter's Barrlng Outj
"Schoolgirl" Schocl Frienﬂ" Schoolgirls' Own" Schoolg:[.rls'
Own Librery. Gordon [Kirby, 55 Forest Street, Bendigo,
Victoris, lustrslia.

VLNTED: Union Jack No.1000., 5/- offered. L. P‘?c]ﬂnt’n,

27 ALrchdele Rord, Eest Dulwich, London, S5.E.22.

TLRTED:  Gems, Mognets, Pilots, Plucks, etc. Neme price. Any
condition. Send to R. Southwood, 3 Spring Villes, Farnborough
Losd, Fernborough, Hents.

hdvertise in the C,D. 1d. word. Hems rnd nddress free.
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NOTL.- Then I reod this erticle I srid to myself, "Here's
enother find", snd I om sure you will sgree. Mr. Dubb hos
turned out £ fins history of ¢ grend paper which up to now has
not hed its due.- H.L.

PCPUL .R P.PERS OF TEE PAST
No. 2 — "CHUMS". 1892 end Onwerds

By Hercld G. Dubb

Scptember the 11th, 1892, wes to prove = greet day in the
history of the boys' story megezine, for upon thet dete » new
and importent publicetion wes born. The new venture wes issued
by the old esteblished house of Cessell of Le Belle Souvege end
duly christened "Chums." The first aditor, » young London
Journelist nomed liex Pemberton commissioned D. H. Parry to writd
the opening seriel rnd this eppssred under the title of "For
Glory sné Henown." It woe on enthrelling tele of the French
wers, admirably illustroted by Gordon Browne, whose initial
cover drewing of  horsemen being sttacked by o frenzied wolf,
the men with erm upreised, o short knife tightly clutched in
his right hend with vhich he is rbout to strike the brute while
attempting to contrel his plunging steed with his other hend,
wes used for meny yeers es the cover design for the bound snnuel
volumes of the pasper. In the serly days of its life the formet
of "Chums" closely Tesembled thet of the "Spectetor," including
two column prges end wide mergins, en unusurl depsrture in boys?
pepers ond one thet wes destined to have en exceedingly brief
existence; - in fact, it ended with the first volume.

During thet eventful first yesr, not # few frmous names
eppeered in the "0ld Paper" rs "Chums" in after yeers wes
sffectionstely referred to by 211 true lovers of clesn, high—
spirited yerns of school life end sdventure. Mex Pemberton's
wonderful story of dering end denger upon the high sess, with
Ceptoain Black s its principel cherecter, wrs issued in seriel
form under the rlluring title of "The Iron Pirste" — & title
to quicken the blcod of =ny heslthy English boy with the bronth
of the sea in his nostrils, the opening instclment being given
in the number for week-ending llerch the first, 1893. .. achool
serial entitled "Two" by Bsrry Pein wes rumning et the some timd
G. A, Henty came o little leter with "Jeck Dillon of Durmemore,'
E.Everett Green wrote "The Hruntel House st Hoe" snd there waore

elso stories by suthors s widely known cs ILeslie Cherteris ond |
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Arthur J. Deniels. 411 these teles were of on exceptionelly
high stonderd end eech ebly illustrrted by such fomous artists
¢s Prul Herdy, Cherles L. Potts, J.B.Clerke, eal of course,
Gordon Browne.

4 noteble featurc in the srrenging of a "Chums" progremme
wes the desire to combine instruction with plessure. Every
week, erticles on o diversity of subjects, ronging from e dey in
the life of 2 prison wardetr to how to construct e church steeple
were published, while » whole pege wes devoted to "0Olle Podride,’
in which useful informetion such ss the following wes givert—

1Tt is reckoned that the sbhoe-leather enmuelly worn eway
in the London strects is worth over £100,000."

uPho Bank of Englend conteins silver ingots which heve lein
in its veults since 1696."

" Spider ests twenty—seven times its own weight juring
the dey," etc. etc.

Tith the closing of the first yeer of its life, & yeer in
which the peper narrowly missed going out of existence owing to
its poor circulstion, Mex Pemberton resigned his editorship end,
in consequence, the next volume of "Chums" under & new c¢hisf,
essumed £ new shope. It wes slightly smeller in size than
hitherto end hed three colum pages identicel with those of thet
other grend old paper, fortunstely still with us, "The Boys' Own

Chief smong the meny fine things to be found in the secon?
volume of "Chums" were the excellent short stories end ¢ series
of erticles on femous men end women., These srticles were bosed
upon interviews grented to "Chums" specisl reporters by the
persons concerned. These interviews covered quite ¢ number of
litersry men, some of whom have since become household words.
G.L.Henty, George lenville Fenn, Sir Welter Bessant ond Sir
{ B, Rider Heggerd, ere o Tepresentetive selection as fer es
litersture is concerned; Sir irthur Sulliven, then the foremost
living English musicien, wes chosen to represent his own pro-
fession; therc were severcl distinguished explorers included iI
the scheme, while td the number of famous sportsmen interviewed
there seemed no limit-— C.B,Fry, the cricketer, T.a.Edge, the
cyclist, Bubesr, the noted sculler, W...Beneroft, the inter-
netionel scccer pleyer, end mony, meny others, fer too numerous
to mention here.

"The Sea T/olves" by lex Pemberton, "'Twixt Lerth and Ocern’
by Stendish O'Gredy, "Who ead Why" by Ascot R. Hope, and
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"pisturbers of the Pesce" by indrew Home were the principal
gerisls in volume. two. The illustrations in this volume were e
considersble improvement on those in the first.

To begin the third yeer of its life meny new reeders of
"Chums" were surprised tc discover upon opening their copies the
magio name of Robert Louis Stevenson end no less e story than
his celebreted classic of sdventure, "Tressure Island," newly
1llustreted by George Hutchinson, one of the most gifted ertists
of his period. There is no need for me tc go into deteils
regarding the plet of this famous yern, for it has since become
one of the most widely read books ever written. The task of
supplying the seccnd serisl for the opening of the third year
wes entrusted to George Menville Fenn. The title he gave to his
new work wes "The Queen's Scerlet." It wes e novel deeling with
life in the British Army. It was afterwsrds re-issued in book
form end is still read by chums, old and young, even today, fifty
one yeers efter its original sppearsnce. It geve » pretty con-
vincing picture of life 2s a common red—coet in the time of
Queen Victoris, exposing the hopeless ignorence of the men in
the lower renks of the ermy end how the majority were espt to mis-|
understand end bully eny young recruit who happened to come from
a fédpectable home and proved more intelligent than they.

4 remerkeble coincidence occurred in connexion with "Treasur
Island." .is the number of "Chums" conteining the final instel-
ment wos going to press, the ncws wes flashed to Inglend thet
its euthor, R.L.5., had psssed away. I give here the obituery
notice which eppeared in thet issue of the peper:-

"Just before going to press with the present number of
"Chums" - containing the final chepters of "Tressure Island" -
the news of the pessing ewsy of Rodert Louis Stevenson, in fer
off Semoe, is flashéd to this country; end it is with deep sed-
nesa we rezslise that the incompereble story-teller is no more.
Nct clone is the world mede poorer by the loss of the grestest
writer of romence known in our day, but by the lMester's desth
every one whom his megic pen hes charmed will feel bereft of a
personel friend; ond with our sorrow will, we know, be mingled
thet of 211 reeders of this paper.”

In 1896, a young euthcr nemed S. Welkey wes introduced to
the editor of "Chums" by the lote Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch snd
the result wes 2 seriel entitled "In Quest of Shebe's Treesure"
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end en sesceiction which lested for over thirty yesrs. S.Welkej
repidly became ome of "Chums" best loved writers. His stories |
were meinly levoted tc the exploits of pirotes, redskins, fronc—
tireurs snd highweymen. i few titles of works from his pon are
o8 follows:— "Rcgues of the Fiery Cross", "With Redskins on the
Wer—-peth", "Phentom Jack", "Eing of the Outlews", nyeck-a-Lentert”
end "Crossbones Island". One of the most fascinating festures |
in his stories wes the speed rt which his heroes were swept from[
one criticel situstion to enother. At one perticular moment @
cherscter would be tied to the stake surrcunded by yelling saveg(
redskins firing berbed errows into his defenceless body while
the lerping yellow flemes of e cirele of burning brushwood crept
ever closer end closer; then, in the twinkling of ¢n eye, he is
rescued by the errivel upon the scene of e party of French s0l=-
diers, but, sles, only to be teken e prisoner once sgein. How—|
ever, he mansges to escepe from them elso, but only et the risk
of breeking his neck by lesping over £ preecipice, to be seved |
from deeth this time by » convenient overhenging bush which bresks
his fzll. S.7rlkey's pirste yerns were his masterpieces. Forf
cold-bl.oded villeiny, his pirste chiefs were .incomperable. |
Robert Louis Stevenson's Long John Silver, Billy Bones =nd Blind |
Pew of "Pregpsure Islend" frme were holy saints comprred with !
Welkey's King Sol, the Black Ret and The Bot. To gein their
ovn desires, these werthy specimens of the noble humen race
thought nothing of digging : grave end cesting 2 still living
victim into it, then gracuslly filling it in by discreet shovel-
fuls of esrth ot given intervels until the wretched men, in oxrden
to meet his death more quickly, divulged the whereebouts of the
secret hoerd of treesure the piretes were seeking.  Almost all
of Telkey's tcles were afterwsrds re-published in book form.

With the pessing of the years, "Chums" waxed and grew in
We*me—atvme,—hmreesﬁrg—fbﬁ—cimlfsiea—en&amm e
to ite list of distingmished contributors. Ceptein Frenk H.Shaw
joined the paper rcund sbout 1912, giving to the world some of
his finest sea stcries, including "Sons of the See", "First et
the North Pole", "The Secret of the Sergesso Ses", "Bleckhend's
Treasure", "Tressure Trove in the Scuthern See," ond a host of
others equelly geod. . resl seemen, Cont. Shaw served on wind—
joumers, merchantmen, Atlentic liners snd elso, during the war
of 1914-1918. in the Royrl Nevy. . long spprenticeship of
roughing it in every quarter of the glcbe geve him the materisl |
he needed for his stirring teles of sdventure on the grest ocefns




- 10 - __

of the world. Few pecple have led more sdventurous lives then
the Ceptein end even fewer have the ebility to deseribe their
experiencus more feithfully. All his works have on rir of
verscity ebout them end o rerl selty atmospherz, & sense of
wind end weter end the healthy freshness of the open air.

I heve space here to mention only a few of "Chums" lesding
writers. Mexwell Scott, Herbert Mexwell =and Alec G. Pa2rrson
ceme upon the scenc between 1909 =nd 1914, Major Charles (ilson|
Julisn Linley, Win rove Willson, Gunby Hedeth ond Lt-Col. F.S.
Brereton begen contributing while the first world wer wes reging
end continued to write for "Chums" until the peper wes teken
over by The imslgsmeted Press in, I believe, 1928.

Lt-Col. F. S. Brereton wrote what I consider to be one of
his best teles eps e serirl for "Chums." It wes celled "Scouts
of the Beghded Petrols" snd deeslt with the scout movement in
the neer Eest. It relsted how & hendful of English 1lsds begen
& scouting trcop in Baghded, greduslly extending it until it
hed sbscrbed precticelly e11 the Turcpeen boys in the city end
included not » few native boys. Of course es in 211 sdventure
stories, these youngsters brzved mumercus perils =nd hed miracuf
lous escapes from desth,snd in the sequel were instrumental in
frustreting @ plot to expel the British, beg and beggege, from
liesopotemie,  There wes something to be lesrned, however, from
the story for the descriptions of Areb life snd customs were
very re¢liable as were £lsc the worl-pietures of the places men—
tioned in the nerrative. I would thorouchly reccmmend it to
snyone in seerch of = reslly gced hock of edventure.

Thet s pity it is that 211 the femous boys' megezines, wit
the exception of "The Beys' Owvm Peper", hove lisaspeered from
thé merket. Perhens the youth of toley have Aifferent testoss
I personally don't think they heve, and I sincerely Believe that
were some enterprising publisher to found e new peper, similer
to "Chums" with first-class stories end erticles by well known
contributors, it would become slmost em instrnteneocus success.

No. 3 - "True Blue".

=y=mmz===x

FOR_EXCHANGE OR SALE: eognets, 12 copics 1931, others 19393
5.0.L's 40, Greyfrisrs, St. Jims, St. Frinks. L. Bornett,
2 New Street, Pittshill, Stoke-.n-Trent.




~11-

TE WERE ON TIME AGATN

By Horbert Leckenby
Lt T-30 precisely on the evening of December 21st I picked
up e completed copy of the Annuel, end geve e greet sigh of relief
We'd won through! I cen ssy now thet through circumstances,not
directly connected with the Annual, there hod been many dark days|
when I wes heunted with & dread thst I should feil tc resch my
charished goel by Christmes.

Ycu cen picture then my delight when I sow those noat piles
of innuels ell reedy for meiling on the very day we had simed foq.
It took eight journeys to the - fortunately, near-by G.P.O. By
8+30 we were cleer, end the copies were on their wey to all pointp
of the ccmpese et home end overseas.

Ind here I must pay e sincere tribute to Mr. Philip Wood end]
his steff for the untiring wey they worked to help us win throughl
Meny o morning during the 1last few weeks h- had been gt work ot
5-30.

The meiling done I hed # cheance to run through e copy. Oth
aidn't it look good, well worth ‘all the work end worry of severel]
months. Yes, I think I could sey we hed dome it egein, in fact,
bigger @nd better then ever. ’

On the eve of Christmes, cs last yeer, I mede a round of
'phone cells, meinly to setiefy myself thet the copies had got
thrcugh, and well, yes, lso tc leern if my opinicn wes donfirmedl
Yes, they hed resched Londen, Menchester, Nottinghem, Leeds. A48
for opinion, well heppy wes I 2s I listemed to John Shaw's voice
offoring congratuletions, and my spirits grew ever lighter #8
other voices ceme through the ether. I knew it wes going to be

e heppy Christmas for me after 211, With & bumper meil im emti=—1—
cipotion afterwerds.

Yee verily, I thcught this even though I kmew- ot the time
there wes enother side of the medel., You will see from the
report of the 0ld Boys' Book Club meeting thet some of the memberp
hed en inkling there wes to be = finencisl loss on the venture.
VWell, there is, snd to be frenk, the 1oss, when cost of posting,
enveloes, etc., are token into considerstion is within a-shilling]
or s8¢ Jf £11. Thet is if 211 the subs still outstanding , end
there ore ¢ good many, £11 ccme in. (I cen't credit enyone
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gcing to let us down here). The loss is slmost exectly the
cost of those 20 odd extre pages, so if we hed stuck to our
originel cstimete We should have just got clear. But, I ssk
you, whot could we have left out? That sentimental recollecticy
of my boyhood, meybe, but that wes only three pages. "e certzinly
coulcn't cut the Who's Who, Bob Blythe's work of months was blue-
pencilled gomewhat, but it would have spoilt it to reduce any
more. The vetersns would have been out in the cold without
John Medereft's and my extrects from the "Bloods". No, as it
wes esch group got its feir share. So you'll anpreciate the
dilemms I wes in.

So what are we to do? TWell, you'll see thet the Club,
cheracteristicelly, mede r generous gesture. Vould you think
it e cheek if I suggested some of you mey think the Anmual worth
a2 little more? If you do, I'1l ssy "Bless you". If you think
we mede & bergein end should stick to it, well, I shen't think
eny less gbout you. Anyway, whatever the outcome, I shall have
no regrets but have consclation in & job well done.

ind s¢ on to next yesr's. Let's make an esarly start.
Bob Blythe alreedy hes his plan. Len, how about "They Came to
St. Jim's"; Roger, snother of your inimiteble cherscter sketches;
"Rookwood Review'? Who will take thet on? I em going to get
down to & history of the Boys' Friend. I should like sll the
0ld hends et work egein, end I'1l slso hesrtily welcome eny
newcocmers. I am sure in this I have the hearty sgrecment of my
colleague of the Blekisna section.

Just one other thing. 4 few reguler subscribers to the
C.D. @i not order an Annuel. If any of them would like one I
would edvise them to write straight awesy, for there are only
three or four copies left. 1 the chances ere thet ere long
this yeer's Anmual will be & real collectors' item. ) )

Leter. Opinions are weginning to pour in; they sre very
pleesing to reed, end very very encoureging. .nd would you
believe it, in two ceses they sctually include order and psyment
for next yeer's Anmuel.  Thet's indeed @ record to be proud of.
- . The poll, tco, is going to be extremely interesting.

WANTED: Gem Christmes Number 1909, "The Terrible Three's
Christmes Party". ©Eigh price «iven. Dr. HcCenn, Bishopeourt,
Navan, Co. Meath, Eire.
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Ol bow' Book Club

Greenwich Mecting December 168th
Ploreat Blekieome

1
Inclement weether did not deter e good ettendence getherirnz
ot Cherlie Wright's residence on the occesicn of the Deccmber
meeting. Even Herry Homer errived from Sussex and he hed his '
rewerd as on the Hoskins pienc wes e bust of Sexton Bleke res-—
plendent in 211 his glory. Cherlie became the proud ovmer of
the Bust thenks to the endesvours of themlive wire cheirman,
Len Peckmen. The exhibition of the bust together with Bleke
festuring rather o good desl in the very fine quiz composed by -
Cherlie, it wes the femous sleuth of Becker Street's meeting.

The cheirmen onened in his usuel good menner ond the
minutes of the lest meeting were rerd, pessed and signed.

The secretary then geve the tremsurer's report which was
very sotisfzctory snd wes formelly sdopted.

|

| Correspondence wes then resd, two letters of resigning’
members, one of eppreciation from Jemes Smith of Newcastle—on—
Tyne on receiving his copy of Tom Merry's Annual, end meny
othere too mumercous to record here. The cheirmen then read
_ut some of his correspondence, which included ¢ telegrem from |
the vico-president, Herbert Leckenmby, stating that a fine
article on the club's ectivities eppesred in en October number
of the hustrelizn "Sundey Sun". Then the chairmen reed a
letter from the "Lesder Megesine", the erticle on the club willl
cdefinitely eppeer in the New Yeer. Then the megezine hes
finished with the photogrephs they will be sent on to the choirn
men,whe will shew then to £11l who sre interested.

The choirmen then distributed copiee of Thursley Dec. 13th
Hews Chronicle in which wes & good article on the club's
ectivities.  The cheirmen wes suitebly thenked for this gbert
picee of publicity.

The cheirmen then undertook to write to the Amelgemeted
Press esking them to publish, in view of the enormous interest
end publicity, e weekly prper on the lines of the "Populer" to
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contein o GreyfricTs, Sexton Blake end Nelson Lee story

The cheirmen then enlishtened the members on the cost of
publishing the C.D. Annual, end it wes sgreed, efter being pro-
nosed by him end seconded by Herry Homer, that a token payment
should be sent to the editor to sssist him in his very fine
effort in producing this greet anmual megazine. This token
peyment to come out of the club funds. Furthermore, members
were urged to advertise and support the advertisers not only in
the ennuel but in the monthly issues of the C.D.

The eforementioned quiz wes won eesily by Len Peckmen with
Ben Whiter filling second place.

The Annurl Gmmeresl Meeting of the club will be held on

Bast Dulwich, London, S5.E.22, when the election of officers will)
be held. All members are urged tc ettend this meeting end
nominations for the position of officcrs are invited.

Two new members, [irs. D. ilprshall end Miss I. Asdourien
were hesrtily welcomed. A Mr. T. Lerge, of Resding, joined ss
a8 posteal member. This gentlemen's moin interest is in the
"Ceptein" megeszine.

thenked for e very plessent evening, especially the exhibition
of the Sexton Blake bust.

ALttendence: Len, Josie snd Eleenor Packmen, Olive ond
Charlie Wright, John end irs. Geel, Fronk snd Mrs. Ieeling,
Ien Whitmore, L. Blunden, Bob Blythe, Herry Homer, S. Godfrey,
Ron Descon, Morie lsdourien, Bob end Ben Whiter.

BiNJALIN G, WHITER.

WANTED: Odds end Ends, Boys' Friend Libraries, 3d. end 4d.
In fect, onything. Henry J. H. Bertlett, Pess Hill, Shinton
Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

WANTED: All beck numbers of Collector's Digest. Also Annurls.
Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, ILondon, N,7.10.

WANTED fok Bullection. Megncte prior torHoiB90. Gems nrior to
No.1000. Populars, S.0.L's, Holidey Annusls, Wslscn Lee, Boys'
Friend, Pro-wer Chempions, Triumphs, Hotspurs, Rovers, Pilcts,
Rengers, Adventures, Wizerds ond Skippers. Geod prices paid. Beol
with scheol stories only. P. Willett, 67 Ford Bridge Road,

Sundey Jenuary 15th, 3.30 p.m. et Hume House, 136 Lordship Lenel,

The host and hostess, Olive end Cherlie right, were heer-t:ib'

L
<]

LAshford, Middz.



The Nelson Jee Column

.11 gqueries and suggestions to
#ll gquorics and suyestions to Robert Blythe,
46, Corleton Road, H.llow: London, N.7.

This month I went to deel with certain reprints ond other
stories by B. S. Brooks, o subject upon which I've written beforg
but only briefly. Now thonks to Len Prckmen end Jack Weod, I
.¢en pive you the list of reprints in ths Populer, end to Cherlis
Wright for the E.S.B. stories thet sppcrred in the Boys' Friend
(4d. 1ib,), in their entirety. "t lesst it's possible with the
Popul_r. There ere still some more titles wented for the Boys!
Eriend. nywesy, hcre goes with the Populer.

The Popular ccommenced reprinted storiecs of St. Frenks with
No.489 (9/6/28) with the story of how Resgie Pitt ceme to
St. Frenks. The originels being 0l1d Series No's 170-177.
Titles were: No. 489, How Regcie Pitt ceme to St. Fronksy
490, The Scrpent of the College House; 491, Pitt the Mysteriouss
492, Kuctions on the River; 493, The Trril of the Serpent;
494, Pitt the Plotter; 495, The Nascal of St. Frenks; 496,
Pitt's Vengeences 497, On Strike ¢t St. Fronks; 498, Sticking
it Out; 499, Hendforth in the Toils; 500, Plot and Counter-
ploty He.501, The Trepping of Nelson Lees 502, Pitt's Finel
Throws 503, Rescel ond Hero.

Thot completes the Pitt Series snd we follow streight on
with the coming of Jack Grey es in the Helson Lee.
No.504, The Bermondsey Kid; 505, Proving his Mettle; 506, One
ageinst the Schoolj 507, Mescn's Uncles 508, The .ystery of
the Gold Locket; 509, Betrsyed by his Study Mete; 510, Troubld
Brewing; 511, Pitt's Sister; 512, Tried by the Remove;
513, i victory for the Mcnks; 514, .. Widnisht Adventure;
515, Hendfurth's Little ifisteke; 546, The Arebs of El Safrej
517, Seved by His Chumj 518, Ceptein Jim's Chance; 519, On
the Treil of the Kidneopers; 520, Jeck Meson's Derk Hours 7 ‘l
521, The Shipvrecked Schoolbuy; 522, Uhe Iuck of the Boy frem
Bermondsey . ] |

In the Populer, the next stories folluw vn quite noturelly, 1
ielling £s they 1o of Jock Cobly end the Removites in scrrceh of J

]
i

T; 2. 2 ere i ite.e b months to be .exec
iﬁhiﬁ‘fxbri.inlgljé‘?]uty there is quite £ ben (6 ¢
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These st rice ore reprinted from 0.S. FNo's 213-220.

No.523, The St. Franks Adventurers; 524, Hendforth's Record
ride; 525, Southwerd Hol 526, At the Gotes of Africa;
527, The Perils of the Forest; 528, Whet Hemnened to Handforth;
529, Into the Desert; 530, Foul Play; 531, The Tressure of
E1l Sefre; 532, The Terror of the Desert; 533, In Merciless
Bends; 534, The River of Fire; 535, The Wenderer's Returnj
536, Shipwrecked; 537, The Peril of the Cevern; 538, Hendforth's
Romence; 539, Reescued; 540, In the Grip of the Sargassog
541, The Sinister Sea.

well, thet's all the reprints conteined in the Popular., Now
let's turn to the Boys' Friend. Some of these titles hove been
given before, but for the sske of completeness I'm giving them
sgein.

Right! Boys' Fricnd 4d. Lib. lst Series

No. 2005 Cenves end Coreven; 504, In Trockless Space (reprint
from en early N.L. Serial.) 514, Nipper et St.Frenks; 568,
Ccurtis of the Fifth; 633, The Idol of St.Frenks; 649, The Green
rriengle; 656, The Return of Zingrave; 657, The Wonder Crafts
704, Pots of Money; 709, Phemtom Islends T13, The New York
Mystery.

2nd -Series: 105, St.Franks on the Rocks; 213, Grit; 253, The
Golden Goalie; 257, Ths Ced of the Cruseders; 261, Boss of thd
Blues; 265, The Hrunted Tesm; 269, The Venishing Footbellers;
277, Rivals of the Blue Cruseders; 435, The Schemer of St.Frenks
(reprinted in book form by Gereld Swen es "The Rotter of Thite-—
1snds" by Reg. Browne). 439, St.Frenks on Broadway (reprinted
from Boys' Friend Wo.713 {1<+ Scries), see shove). 441, The Fidd
nepped Remove; 445, Weldo's Wonder Teemy 447, The St.Frenks
Cestewsys; 451, Crusces of Surf Islend; 455, The Schooclboy
Republic (reprinted from = Boys' Iieelm Series begimning with
week--ending 1/8/25. This story, slthough complete in itself, §
1 pert of 0.5. ¥o.530.) 459, The Crock of Mosquito Creeks; 619,
The League of Bulliesy 674, Buffelo Bill's Boyhcod.

Brooks wrcte o1l these under his own ncme, with the exczntion
of 1st Scries No's 200, 504, 568, and 2nd Series No.619, where
he used his pen-nsme of Robert /. Comrzde.

That's all the titles I have at the moment, #nd as fer as J
know they are all originsl except for "St. Frenks on Broedway".
There's plenty of scope for research in the Boya' Friond for
titles, reorints eto., so if emy of you ere narticulerly intecreg-
ted in the Boys!'! Friend, whet sbout en article from you on the
subject?
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“hilst. on the questicn of other writings of E.S5.B. end re-
prints, ycu may be interested to lesrn thet there have been pub—
lished by Gerald Swen three books entitled, "The Schocl in Snecef,
"The Hotter of Whitelands"™ end "Fortesque of the Fourth". These
ere 211 revised versions of stories written by Brooks which
eppeered in the boys' popers at various times. The first
appeared in the Boys' Magozine im 1926. The second wes & St.
Frenks story in the Boys' Friend (sce #bove) end the third wes
the introduction of lmgustus Hert to St.Frenks snd the original
eppeared in the Boys' Realm in 1921. 411 the novels sppear
under the name of "Reginald Browne". For this informaticn I em|
indebted to Jeck Wood.

ind now to our monthly list of titles in the Nelson Lee
Iibrery. We're getting on. Only enother 24 yecars to go end
they will be completedit!

0.5. No. 311, The Hounds of the Targossa; 312, The ‘ustralisn
Tionder; 313, The Golden Imoge; 314, The Demon Cricketer; 315,
Mystery Men of the Eest; 316, The Metch of Destiny; 317, The
Feteful Fiftcenths 318, The Brend of the Twin Sters; 319, The
Test Metch Triumph; 320, The Montene Mystery; 321, The Terror
of Roering Z; 322, The Rustlers' Secret; 323, Up the Ghost
River; 324, ledskin Courege; 325, The Vellsy of Geld; 526,']!.‘93
Treitors of Caribon Passy 327, The Fury of Thunder Repids;

328, His Hcuse in Disorder; 329, The Mystery Fcotbeller;

330, Playing for the Leegus. 2
This month we come to the finel list of the Series ond now, if
you heve kept # record ycurself, you heve the Nelson Lee series
in their entirety. It should be of grest velue to you when

| buying back numbers. Here we go then, on the lest of the series.
| Pnd New Series: No's 116-120, Welson Lee v. the Green Trisngle;
121-128, Complete Detective stories; 129-140, St.Fremks in
serisl furm. Intrc. Jemes Kingswood s Hendmester. 4lso comple

detective yerns. 141-151, Complete detective end St.Franks |
serierl (Reprinted frem lst W.S. No's 20-25.) 152-154, Christmes
with Lrehie Glenthorne; 155-156, Complste detective; 157-161,
Nelson Lee end the Remove v. the "Fellowship of Feer".

Finish of 2nd New Scries.

3rd New Series: Reprints of Nipper's Arrivel r~t St.Frenks
(0.S. Nc's 112-126). 9-18, Reprints of Hunter the Hun series
(0.8. Wo's 148-157). Nc.19, Reprint of No.8 1lst N.S.

20222, Complete criginal school stery. 23-25, Reorints of the
first thres stories in the "St.Frenks in Chine" series lst 1.S.
No's 12-14.
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This wos the finel issue of the Nclson Lee Librery and the storid
cerried on es g serirl in the "Gem" snd @ list of the series has
been given in the August Number of the C.D.

That's 211 for this month, but I'd like to make em sppeel
for suggestions or erticles that cen be incorporsted with this
colummn, &8 I've pretty nearly run dryl

" Next month, 2cting upon a suggestion frow Jim Southwey of
South Africe, I'm commencin - & list of ell the seriels that
eppeered in the N.L. with suthors end start/stop mumbers.

‘As this will not empeer until Jenusry (elthough it is being
written before Christmes) I'm s bit pushed in wishing you s Merry|
Christmes, so let me sey that I hope you hed @ Merry Christmes.
Mey you have @ prosperous New Ysear and mey ycu uneerth huge staclg
of N.I's, all ot zive-ewey pricesl

Received as we go to Press:

AN APPEAL TO ALL READERS

I ¥now my friend, our worthy editor, will be mos$
reluctant to publish this, but I feel it is something
which should be brought to the notice of every mem-—
ber of the clan. During a recent 'phone call I had
with Herbert, I congratulated him on once again pro-
dueing a really excellent Annual, published as T
happen to mow under most difficult circumstances.

During our chat he admitted that the publishing
of this year's edition rcsulted in a loss of £11, due
possibly to the extra pages and correspondingly
increased typing costs. 1 am confident that not one
of us desired Herbert to be a penny out of pocket,
let alone such a sum as £11.

I think I am right in saying that the members of
the Tondon 01d Boys' Book Club have already made a
donation, and I am appealing to other collectors as
well. '

So rally rcund you St. Jim's and Greyfriars
chaps, aot furgetting St.Frar'c's snd Blake enthus-
iasts, for it 7ould indezd be a catestrophe if the
0.D. or Annual went the way of the lingnet and Gem.
(Note: I am bashful P, Clwfford Beardsell.
about putting this in/
but what I say in comments on the Annual holds good.




Wermth from Iceland

Vesturgsts 11,
Reykjevik, Iceland.
Desr Mr. Leckenby, December 6th.

) I received your most welcome letter todsy,
for wh:u:]ix I am indeed obliged, end offer you my west thanks.
Your solicitude in sending me the copy of November's Collectors’
Digest is appreciated.

Thank you for outlining =211 th:
informetion end addresses 8s to where I can 9pp1yE}or eﬁai%ga

tence in my efforts. I heve elready written to Mr. Packmen
snd shell write to the others later tonight.

I mey tell you that I am now looking forward
indeed to receiving the copy you so kindly sent me. I trust
you will write me¢ down as a future subscriber, end with many
thenks for your excellent coopsration, I remain,

B. D. HOLTZ,
===z=z=====
Frank Richerds Recolls the Long AZO

Deer Herbert Leckenby, November 10th, 1949

Meny thanks for yours to-dey with the
¢.D. This number reslly is topping. I sce thet you have
extended your borders: lexger quentity with the seme quelity!
I like very much the erticle "A Just Berst". T should hardly
heve expected eny resder to give Mr. Queleh s¢ much particuler
ettention. To tell the truth, I heve # soft cormer for Quelch)
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end it wse ¢ real plessure to me to resd so keen ond Xindly an
eppreciation of his character.

I was very interested to see thet Mr. Brooks was 17 when
he embled into the A.P. Thet wes my own age when I saw my
first publisher, but — eles! - = good meny yesrs before 1910,
end before the A.P. ceme into existence! It is interesting
too ebout the editor's surprise — whoever he was! That is
snother coinecidence, for my first publisher's first remerk wes
"You're very young, eren't you?' — which certeinly was the
cese 8t the beginning of the nineties!

With kind regerds,
Yours very sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

Bt

Frank Richerds iust Possess the Elixir of Youth!

December 17th,194
Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Many thenks for the C.D., which having
proceeded from good to better, is now going on from better to
best! I em very interested to hear that the Bishop of Merth
desires to obtzin thet old Gem Christmss rumber. I do hope
thet it will materielise.

Thenk you a2lso for your letter to-dey
referring to the Comet. I have not scen this yet: but from
whet I hesr, some old work of mine hes been disinterred, ond
cut to picces to meke it fit.

Yes, I certeinly should have told you,
if I hed been interested in the development.

Do you recell my telling you some time
ago ebout my new cherocter, "Jock of All Trades"? It has been
decided to issue this in book form, =nd the first book will be
published eerly next yerr by Mandeville's. Next yesr there
will be three of Tom Merry, one of Rookwood, snd one of Cercrofd
end, £8 ususl, three Buntecrs. So you cen guess thet the type—
writer is now fairly sctive.

Best wishes for Christmas, my desr boy,
end =11 good fortune in the New Ysar, including enother jump
in the circuletion of the C.D,

With kind regerds,

Alweys yours sincerely,

.

FRANE RTCHARDS




Conductsed Herbert leckenb,

It's quite evident from my post-beg thit the "lognet!
titles rre wonted, so we are mekdng e stert streight ewey. I
heve to thenk the meny enthusiests who volunteered to supply
the titles, but s Len Peckmen got in by ¢ short hesd the trsk
is his. We will get in s meny titles each month £8 we cen
possibly squeeze in. =

b

Telldng of short heeds reminds me thet in en smusing letterx]
from J. 5. Dixon of Iiverpool he told me thet just before the
close of the "flet seeson", the Eerl of Ssftom had ¢ horse
running ¢t Liverpool called Bob Cherry. It come in second =t
10 to 1. I wonder if the Eerl of Sefton is one of us.

And that's not all, Mr. Dixon rlsc told me that s horse
intriguingly nemed C.D. won st Kempton #t 100 to B!

I couldn't resist getting in these items of news from the
sport of kings, but I won't moke o hebit of it.

Eansd

Ye ere frequently being ssked, "Why nothing sbout Rookwood
in "Hemiltonie?'  Well, it's up to you. Cen you oblige, IanY

4+
&nd now for one of Cherlie Wright's whimsicsl efforts
followed by 2 very interesting press cutting from Lustrelie
sent by Leon Stone.
e
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THEE GRE.T HORLCE

By C. Wiright

The grent Horrce Jrmee Coker of the Shell, cfterwerds pro-
moted to the Fifth, though how he ever got out of the Third
berts me. He wes o grest cheracter et Grayfriasrs, end togethef
with his formidable fumt Judy ceused grcat hilerity in the old
school. \

He wos noted mrinly for his motor bike, his high-~hended
methods with the blades, his funt Judy ~nd her hamvers, end his
short weys with fags.

The 1rst nemed treit of Coker's ceused him quite frequently
to proceed to whop the Femous Five, ot which times he wes ususl]
seized by five peirs of hends, whirled into the eir end then
deposited in om nlweys convenient puddle, snd Coker must have
known every squsre inch of thet puddle in the qurd. On one
occesion he tried to whop Wingete, but found himsclf locking up
et the ceiling without gquite Jmowing how he got there.

Horsce with his stink box, as onc irreverant junior celled
his motor bike, cefused the deeth rete of chickens in the neigh-
bourhood to rise to clarming proporticns, and often grve him
plenty of welldng exercise through breckdowvns. His high-
hended methods of keeping the bleck sheep tc the strright snd
nerrov hes oftsn brought him trouble, snd in fact Price of the
Fifth once ceused him to be unjyustly expelled, but Horece Jemes
acting upon his fevourite sssemption that schoolmesters heve no
sense, rofused tu remein exnelled snd ceme back rgein end sgein
88 grocer's boy, woodeutter's boy end tobscconist's boy snd
finelly conducted £ one men stey-in strike from Stu’y Ne.l in
the Remove, slmost driving [fr. Prout to distreetion. This
serice br.ught the frmous iunt Judy to Greyfrirrs snd crused

<

Dr. Lccke to mop his brow rnd mutter several "Bless ry sculs",
snd ofter only one short interview, Mr. Prout, thet formidable
end mighty hunter of the grizzly, promptly locked himself in
his study, However, Horsce wes clenred, Price wes flogged rnd
lir. Prout once sgrin devoted himself to the herculesn trsk of
trying to rem kmowledge into this hopeful pupil.

junt Judy's frmous hempers ccused guite » lot of trouble =
times, s Bunter quite often succeeded in rnmexing ths contents
of ¢ lerge pert thereof, which usuelly crused Cokor to storm the
Remove in grert wreth, end after successfully stirring up o
hornets' nest, usurlly finished up on his beck in the Fifth Form
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passcge in e mightily dishovelled stete, which often celled forth)
ceustic comments from ir. Prout together with sn impesition.

But in spite cf his bull-hceded weys, he wes likeeble =rd rs|
streight es ¢ die, rnd #8 one of Frank Richerd's ster comedisns
often brought the house down.

"LLGNET" TTTLES

by L. Peckmrn
2d. Serics

Nc. 1, The neking of Herry Whertons 2, The Teming of Herry;
3, The Mystery of Greyfriers; 4, Chums of the Removej

5, Kidnepped! 6, iliens ot Greyfriars; 7, Rivels of the Remov|
8, In Hiding; 9, The Nabob's Diemond; 10, The Captein's
Election; 11, Billy's Boom; 12, Harry's Secrifice; 13, L Jol
Helf Hclideys 14, Billy's Ccmpetition; 15, Wharton's Oporatic
Compenys; 16, Stage-Struck; 17, A Jolly Outing; 18,Roughing I
19, The Greyfrisrs Chellenge; 20, Billy's Treet; 21, The Femouf
Four; 22, Fun by the See; 23, The Greyfriers Riot; 24, Four|
¢n the Werpeths 25, The Triumph of the Removes 26, The Grey-
freirs Sleepwelker; 27, The Reformrtion of Greyfrisrs; 28, The
Remove linster's Substitute; 29, The Greyfriars Conjurers;

30, Billy Bunter, Hypnotist; 31, Herry Wherton's Tesk; 32, The
Greyfrisrs Ventriloquists; 33, .Aliens Against Greyfriers;

34, The Rivel Scheools; 35, Herry Wherton's Scheme; 36, The
llew Boy ¢t Greyfriars; 37, The Greyfriers Chiness 38, The
Cheerful Chinces 39, Greyfriors versus St. Jim's; 40, Billy
Punter's Reids 41, The Rivel Entertoiners; 42, Herry Tharton'
Dey Out; 43, The Greyfriars Victory; 44, The .meteur Cooks;
45, L Led from Lanceshire; 46, Expelled! 47, Home for the
Holideys; 48, The New Firm et Greyfriers; 49, The New Sixth-
{Forners 50, Herry Wherton's Cempsigns 51, Bunter's Vengernce;
52, The Hero of Greyfrisrs; 53, The Greyfrisrs Seilors;

54, Billy Bunter's House—/erming; 55, The Chinese Cepteins

56, Herry Therton's Recruits; 57, The Ventriloquist'sPupilsj
58, Cut by the Ferm; 59, The School Dence; 60, The Greyfrisrs
Cricketers; 61, the Rivels of Greyfriars; 62, The Shipwrecked
Scheolboys; 63, The Greyfriers Picnic; 64, Wherton & Co.
lversus ilerry & Co.j 65, Rivel Scouts; 66, Stony Brokes;
67, Herry “harton's Werd; 68, The Invesicn of Greyfriars;
69, The Bully of Greyfriers; 70, The Cliff House Pertys Tl, The

=2
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contime

Berring of Bulstrcdes T The Greyfrisrs Photogrepher. :
{?c be )



Whiter is the muen-envied owner of No.
1 orange-covered Magnet. dated Februwry 15,

908,

Bible-publisher Robert Blythe, 35 whose
suburban home in Holloway was the scene
of the meeling, read a paper about the Remove
form.

Hivthe owns B0 Muprers and vvery issue
of Nelson Lee in 1ts 18 vears of publication,

Club vo-founder Leonard ham  said:
“Some of the old mugszines 1 d- for a
hailpeun\ are worth up te £5 each

1805, 10 the third nuneber of the Gem,
C‘h..:lu- Haumilton, using 1he pen-name Mars
un Cliffora, vegan
o write of Tom
senoolda e,

Next year in Lhe
Muguet, under the
naine Frank Rich-
urds, Hamillon
wrote The Making
of Harry Wharton,
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.11 letters, menuscripts, etc, to be sddressed

to the Editor of Blakians Sectioni-—
H. M. Bond, 10 Erw Wen, RAAWDIne, Cordiff.

THE ROUND TALBLE

T would like to commence this first "Round Teble" of 1950
by wishing 21l Bleke lovers e very Heppy snd Prosperous New Yeer
Durin: 1949 the C.D, hes improved its position admirably. A48
for ee "Blekisna" is concerned things have not elways been 8
brillirnt ss they could heve been owing to & greet lock of
support from my friends, but it is gretifying to know that our
megezine is now receching more enthusissts then ever before end
with the prospect of even grester triumphs in the coming yeer.
But we ere moking a good start to the yeer in our own little
gection. In the first plece, I heve the promise of several
erticles from s lady enthusiest of Sexton Bleke, to wit
lirs. Leonerd Peckmen of the London 0.B,B.C.  Her first effert,
"The Story Of Nirvens" eppeers in this issue end I em sure you
will ell sgree with me in seying thet it is of o very high
stenderd. In the neer future we hope to print her second
attempt which will, I think, derl with thet wonderful cherecter
Dr. Huxton Rymer. How ebout you other lady Bleke lovers? e
will welcome your effcrts too. Next month I sholl present you
with encther fine 1ittle effort from Wielter Webb entitled
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"Bleke's First Ceee", which will appesl to most of the older
Bleke fens e8 well s e lot of the younger cnes. In the light
of thesc new contributions (which are only two of & batech now
in hand) I om holding over my own scries "Sexton Bleke snd the
First World Wer" until later, but will continue the lists of
titles which seem to heve met with s greet success. I have
received many létters ssking for this series to contimue.

4 few readers heve written tu express their emazement in
the recent reveletion by Walter Webb thet the Blske ruthor
"John Drummond" is nctuclly Johm Newton Chence of "De Haviland"
feme. In some csses there wes definitely o tendency to dis—
believe this, but I can essure the correspondents that it is
indeed e fact. Ticlter has left no stone unturned to verify
the whole effeir end it is from the Amelgamoted Press themselve
thet comes the definite stetement. I did not think thet it wa
pessible mysclf, in feet I openly told you so in my November
chat. I thought thrt there wes enother John Drummond. TIf
there were two thet we knew, then I thought it quite on the cerds
thet thers wes encther we did NOT know. I wes wrong ~nd one of
two others were right. Methinks the A.P, could give us # lot
of surprising information cn Blrke suthors if they chosel

I #m glad tu see that the current S.B.L. titles sre more
in keeping with old styles. Gone is thet enncying blue strip
with the title in & red cirele. It only needs the roturn of
the author's neme on the cover to complete the old gppesrance
egrin,  This return to the old style nlso gives E. R. Perker n
better chence to illustrste. But wouldn't it be guod to see
those inside herding 1llustretions egein? Tven the new "Oracld"
end "ifirecle" Libreries have them as well #s the compenion
"Schoolgirls! Own Librery". “When megezines sre allowed more
peper (very scon now) let us hope thet the S.B.L. will benefit.
_|Wie went more peges, but we still want that double eolummt |

TEE STORY OF NIRVAN.

By Juscphine Peckmen

4s this is my first venture into the field rs » writer I
hope eny errors will be uverlooked in my cnicevour to relrte the
"Story of Nirvene".

Scme of our "Sexton Blcke" foms ere rether inclined to
ridicule the stories in the "Unicn Jack™ dusling with ths sffeirs
of Tinker snd Nirvens, but for mysclf, being st r yrung ~nd
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impressionrble sge when I first rerd these ysrms, wey beck in
1925, I must admit they were greet fevcurites of mine, end I cen|
remember £t the time regretting very deeply thet nothing more
wee ever heerd of Nirvene end her immediate sssociates Marie
end Phillipe the Fox.

The whele scries only ren to thirteen numbers snreed over
the pericd from October 1925 to December 1926 snd were written
by thet very feucus euthor of sc memy Sexton Bleke yerns, Gecrge
Hemilton Teed, rnd were set rgeinst the beckgrcund of some quite)
exciting edventures, meny of which led Sexton Bleke snd Tinker
to different »erts of the Continent.

In §c.1149 the series ¢ mmenced with the effeir cf the
Duchess of Raylend's Dismond Necklece which hed buen stolen by
Nirvens. 4 short prclogue gove sn episode in Tinker's early
boyhcod when he first mect Nirvene, then £ smell child trrined es
¢ pickpucket by her elder sister Merie. Ycers leter, when
Hirvena has becume & famous drncer, these twe ycung people met
ogein, £t the Brll given by the Duchess .f Reyland, but Nirvene,
still under the influence cf llerie, steals the necklace, ond by
using Tinker o8 en unconscious ally, involved him in 011 the
subsequent troubles. However, Tinker's one sim wes to get
Nirvens ewry from liorie, but unfortunrtely she insisted upon
stoying with her sister until she had sclved the mystery which
surrvunced her pesrentege.

Tinker kept this effrir ¢ sccret from Sexton Blske, thinking
thet nothing more would be herrd from Nirvens, but in the next
yern, No.1150, the sctivities of ¢ geng of forgers sre traced
to llerie, Phillipe the Fux ~nd Flesh Bredy, by Tinker, snd in
.rder to protect Nirvene, he hed to confess to Bloke, but in the
end Nirvens wes cllowed tc go free.

The third edventure,rclsted in N¢.1156, tock place in Sicily,
thet Islend of dcedly Vendettes, where unce rgein Tinker met
Nirvens, end armed with the kmowledge that her sssocirtes were
rlsc on the islend he wes eble t. help Sexton Blrke bresk the
vendettr of tho Bellemc frmily of whom Phillipe wss & member.

It was during this pericd thet Nirvene rerlised just whet Tinker
mernt to her, ond that he wes trying to help her bresk ewey from
werie, but elweys the urge tc discover the truth ebout her
perents was tco strong ond Nirvene steyed on with Merie.

In Nc.1159, = very serscnsble Christmes story, wes the find3
ing by Nirveme cf her long-neglocted mcther end the brother she
hed nuver seen, but who hed elsc been ruined by derie, and under
the neme .f the Tonge Kid wrs well-knovn to the police. . Merie
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#nd her twc unworthy friends id their best to festen the guilt
of o jewel theft on to Nirvene's brother, but here Sexton Bleke
stepped in nnd thwerted their plems.

Fr.om here on I feel I mst just 1list the remeinder of the
series with just o brief mention of their titles 2nd cherscters,
otherwise the erticle will become t~o long end take up much
velurble spree in the "C.D."

No.1161, "The Mystery of the Printed Slippers", involved
encther of my favourite cherscters, Dr. Huxton Rymer, who, with
Merie was on the trail of the peinted slippers, in the heels of
which hal been hidden scme volueble diemonds. No.1168 entitled
Wirveone's Ordeel brings the first pert of the seriesttc o close,
with Nirvens being eble tc¢ devote herself t- her mother, and
then rother 2 long time wes allowed to elspse befure the first
f » series of six stcries eppeered in Ko.l198 celled "The Mystery
of Reom No.T". The stofies concerned the efforts of the weslthy
ond unscrupulous Augustus Keever to get Nirvens into his clutches,
but behind everythin: there lurked the sinister shadcw of the
mysterious Monseigneur X.

Each stcry wes complete in itself, Nc.1199, "The Cese cf the
Shefficld Irommester", sew Bleke end Tinker in Shefficld snd from
there, in the "Affeir of the Derelict Grenge" in No.1200, they
trevelled tc Cornwell, snd incidentelly the populer Yvorme then
come cn the scene, by offering to cere for Nirvene.

In No0.1201 Tinker, who hed besn sent to Pelestine, wes shi;
wrecked in the fLdristic, #nd through being rescued £nd teken to
Venice, wes gble to help Blske once sgain to outwit nseimeur X,
end incidentelly to rescue Nirvens, who had been preveiled unon |
vy Keever to eccimpeny him to Venice with the promise of revesling
whire her fother wes to be found. |

In Nt,1202, "The Clug cf the Twn Strews", Sexton Bleke, with
~+the ritof woth Yvonneend Nirsve;—woes ebleto clesr up the—
seendel of the forged Rclonien Bonds by bresking up the geng of
forgers -and arresting Keever.

The finel meeting between Bleke eand Monseigmeur X occurs in
Spein. The story of the Mystericus Monseigneur ends smidst thel
nmounteins of the little stete of Andorrs, but Blrke was ensbled
to Jiscover the true identity of Nirvema's fother, and in the
lest episcvde of this series, No0.1208, "The Alventure of the Twc
Devils", Nirvene end hor perents ere united, but only after
Tinker's finel efforts tc get hor out of Merie's clutches.

As I remerked ¢t the beginning of this Artiele, nothing morp
wes evor heerd of thess interesting folk, cnd I, for one, wes




=29~

extremely diseppointed thet iferie did not get the punishment
she deservedl. v -

=

THE UNION JsCK 9 1929

1316. The Gold Geng of Beer's Creek. (}) Arthur Peterson.
1317. The Crcucher's Come Back.
1318, Presumed Bead. 2) G. H, Teed.
1319. The Csse cf the Ghost Ship. 3) Gilbert Chester.
1320. The Cese of the Shrivclled Men' (4) Eawy Seerles Brooks.
1321. The Broken Melcdy. isnthony Skene.
1322, The Ceptive of the Creg 25; Edwy Seerles Brooks.
3323. The Book of Decth. 6) Gwyn Evens.
1324. The Cese of the Hairless Men. 7) Gwyn Evens.
1325. The Rumber Woodyerd Mystery. 8) Anthony Skene.
1326. Deed Men's Plunder. 9) Robert Murray.
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1327. ire ¥ou Peul Cyncs? ) Robert Murrey.
1328. The Feet of Fertune.

1329. The Floming Treil.

1330. The Green Flesh.

1331. Greved in Silver. (11) inthony Skene.
1332. The liystery of the 4 Buffalc Bills.

1333, The Cese of tho Bredfurd Dregon.(12) Gwyn Evens.
1334 . The Moseic Mystery. Gilbert Chester.
1335. The Cese of the Devil Ship.

1336. One Hundred Yesrs After!

1337. Expusure. (124) Gwyn Lvans.
1338. I defy! (13) Robert iurrey.
1339. The Case of the Fifth Men. (14) inthony Skene.

1340. The Riddle of Rurelong Bey.

1341. The Phentom of the Footplate.  (15) Gwyn Dvens.
1342. Cracking Wells!l Merk Osborne.
1343. Scme Perscns Unknown.

1344. The Men in the Derkened Room.

1345. The Greet Pyremid Swindle. (16) Gwyn Evens.
1346. The Shedcw Men.

1347. The Jemboree Mystery.

1348. The Adventure of the White Selute.

1349. The Llventure of the Twe Witnesses.

1350. King's Evidence. (17) Robert Murrey.
1351. The Hond of Hungermere.
1352. The Ges Ring Mystery. (18) Read Whitley.

1553. The White Hearse lystery. Rex Hordinge.
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1354. The Cese of the 3 Black Cets.  (18.) Reid “hitley.
1355. The "Mermeid! Mystery.
1356. Rogues of the Roed.

1357. Terror By Night! ; 19) Edwy Seerles Brocks.
1358« The Deeth Snere. 20) Edwy Seerles Brooks.
1359. Retribution} 0 - - 21—; Robert Murrey.

1360. The Men Tho Were Deed. . . 22) Gwyn Bvens.

1361. The House of Eyss.' ] (23) Gwyn' Tvens.

1362, The Gnomid. Gilbert Chester.
1363. The Meil Bag Mystéry. Victor Fremlin.
1364. The Frozen Man Mystery. (24 )Edwy Sesrles Brocks.
1365. The Mistletoe Milk Mystery. ,{25) Gwyn Tvsns.

1366. The Mesque of Time. (26) Gwyn Tivens.

11367. The Judgement Men. Reid Thitley.

Rey to Cherscters

Krock Kelk. 1.

June Severcnce. 2.

Gilbert #nd Eileen Hrle. 3.

Rupert Weldo, 4, 5, 20.

Miss Death. 6, 7, 12, 15.

Zenith the Albino. w8y 14,

Doctor Setira. 9.

Peul Cynos. 10, 13, 17, 21.

The Gargoyle. 11. -

Sp. 1n8h Pege. 12e, 16, 22, 23.

|&h Wo. 18.

Fustece Ceavendish. 18e, 24, 19.

The Men Who Were Dead. 22, 23,

Next Momth.  "The Union Jeck" fur 1928.

Cerefully keep these lists of titles. Then complete
they will give you 211 the informetion y:u need sbout
the character stories in the U.J.

Information re endnymous stories ebove aill be much
eoprecisted.

M. Stenley A. Pachon, 627 Hayes Street, Bethleham, Fenn., U,S...
requires - mumber of G. 4, Henty stories. TWould reeders with
eny to offer pleese get in touch with him?
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