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ADD: (Annual "Collectors' Yho's Who"):

Gordon, G. 148, Iadbroke Grove, London, W.10.
Groups 5 (all), 6, 7. -

Has collection of his own; and, in addition, is
a ‘dealer who is in a position to supply various
- papers from time fo time.

P " it '

TAST MINUTE FIASH: \

.. ".Ien Packman reportg "Leader" article will de-
finitely appear within ‘next four weeks, if not in

Monday, -30th. January, ipsue. .. .
e L 3 iz T
FOR SALE: 4
A number of Sexton Blake ILibraries 4d (2nd
Series); Boys Friend Libraries (1927), and Football
and Sports Iibraries. Offers please. ILeonard

Packman, 27, Archdale Road, Bast Dulwich, London,
S5.E.22.

WANTED:

Nelson ILees, (0ld Series): 17, 30, 78, 107,
114, 120, 352, 396, 470. Gems, 1351, 1420, 1423,
1425, 1444. Narvels (1894): 45, 51. 5.0.L's: 4;
Boys Friend Library (01d Series) 514; Boys Realms
(1919 Series): 38, 39, 91, 92, 127, 323 to 331.

R.Burrov, 1, Albert Squgre, Yeadon, Lecds.

i
ADVERTISE IN THE C.D.
One Penny“per Word
Name and Address free

B |
kB
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Next Issue Merch
Editor, Miscelleneous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchenge,
¢/ Centrel Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FHOW THE EDITOR'S CHATR

Concerning the "innuel": llore thon one individusl I sttend
tc on Iy switchboard hes said to me of lete, "You're in 2 good
huzcur this morning." I haven't told them the reesom, but it'sg
been my meil. Of a truth it's been & tonic for the rest of
| the day. ind it's meinly concerned the Annusl. Eveily morning
there heve been congratuletions making it seem certein we aid |
indeed hit the target this time. There has been practicelly
no criticism; just cne or two heve thought there was too much
Hamiltcnis, but they heve been sporting encugh to admit the
enswer toc thet is in the "Collectors' Yhe's Who'. (S\.:e the very]
interesting snslysis in the "Letter Box".)

The bellot is going to bz extremely interesting. 4t the
moment three oF four srtic les sre running neck end neck for
the leed. "iipgmet Mesterniuces™ hae the distinction of most
] "firsts", but therc sre lots of vcting pepers to come in yet.
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Get them in £s soon es possible, won't you? I vent £ 100% poll.

4nd now - finfnce. Wo wonder I feel cheerful, for quickly
sfter the dispatch of the Jenuery mumber donstions begen te com
in. Once sgein it proved whet e steunch, gencrous lot of sup-
purters the C.D. hes the luck to possess. I wes » little diffi-
dent sbcut publishing Cliff Beerdsell's open letter, for after &1l
you hed, most of you £t eny rete, cerried out your pert of the
borgein. * However, he seid he would be diaplensed if I didn't
rnd, by the wey, his letter did not appeer in larger type in
order to meke it more noticesble. It just happened thet, as
it ceme in st the last moment, the ususl typewriter was nct
aveileble.

anywey, ot the time of writing we have made o very good
start towerds wiping out the deficit.. I might just say here
thet I have just received # letter with o genercus doneption fren
Jim Southwey, with ¢ request to publish it in the Fcbruery issug.
It is on similar lines to Cliff Besrdscll's. But, honestly I
don't think it will be nccessary.

isnd, heving written in such hich glce, it does mcke it
rether more difficult tc meke » plee tc thosz who have so far
fergotten to send in'their "Annuel" subs. There's only sbout
& dozen of you, but that's nearly e fiver, snd I'm sure you
den't wish tc speil the picture. Lest yeer only onc failed us
Let's nave e cleer bock this time.

I have tried tc thenk individuslly 211 those who heve sent
donétions. If I heve missed enyone here my heartfelt thenks,

ind new tc 8 less pleasent subject.

Pointing ot Poynter lgein: In our Merch, 1949, issue we
had scmething tc szy concurning the curicus metheds of Ifr.Poyntdr,
of The Pavilion, Box Hill Road, Tadworth, Surrey. TWell, if yoy
heve thet WMerch number just lcok it up, then trzke a note of thig.

T have before me two letters written from the ssme address
tc 2 mamber of ocur circle, Jeck Murtegh, of Hastings, New Zealend.
7he letters bear the signature, R. Pcrter. In the first one he
¢ffered Jeck a number cf Nelscn Lee's, old series; numbers are
given in deteil. iIr. — er — Porter ssked for three ccpies in
exchenge for cne of his, £ bit of ¢ nerve under any circumstancds,
but I'll sey no more sbout that.

The numbers offered were scme Jack wes snxious to obtein t9
help ccmplete his cillzction. sc he sccepted the offer by eir-

meil end adding he wes sending <ff 30 Nelson Leed® strazight ewe
OEbers ko followe o N e %
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lr. — er - Purter roplied to this by sir-meil nesrly o
month efter it wos written. inyone who reccives fir-meils frg
New Zeeland knows they scldom teke mure than 12 days. Wr.Portey
said he wes surprised to receive it as hoving not heard earlier
he had scld the Nelscn Lees e fortnight before. He offered in
their place some John Bulls, Locsl Government Chronicles,
hlelcdy Mekers, women's bcoks, cto, Ok, Mr. Porter! ind how
extreordinery, for thet's exsctly the seme offer Mr. Poynters
«f the seme address in the same hendwriting mede to Bi_f%ﬁ'éom
85+ BRRARRET " Tro Bl o5p SLASR.BETEET® s The Logel Sovorn.
Clerks end City Fathers, but hardly = setisfactory substitute
for ¢ Nelson Lee to & member of our freternity. inyway,
Puynter (as we'll call him) got & curt demand from New Zealend
for t.heiretu.n'x of his Nelscn Lees.

This correspondence wes going on ebeut the same time es
the business referred to in thet issue of last March and from
thot time tc this Jack Murtagh hes never hed enother word from
Pognter. The lest letter wes returned, "Gone away., "

Thenks, however, to Bill lsrtin I can state that some time
age Pcynter wes writing frem Adelaide Street, Scuthampton.

Well, in view of Jeck Murtagh's bitter diseppointment, the
trensection with Bill Coleombe and Frenk Snell's lost "Gems"
three years £go, Mr. Poynter, late of Tedworth, Surrey, would
eppeer to be hardly e satisfectory sort of individuel to do
business with. tc sey the lesst.

I'11 just edd this. Should roy of you be unfortunste
envugh to find e transection working out in this wey, I should
advise you to write to Leonsrd Peckmen, in sddition to reportin
toc us. He will promptly teke effective legal steps.

You'll meke e note of all this, won't you?

Fame: The secretary of the O0ld Boys Bcok Club has
Teceived & letter from Ceirc eddressed "0ld Boys Book Club,
Lendon™.  Some elert post office official hed endorsed it,
"Try Hr. Ben Whiter, 706 Lordship Lene, N.22." Bouguet for
the G.P.0.

"Chain Chat": On the occasion of the 01d Bays' Beok Club)
Jenuery meeting I put in 2 '"phone cell and hed very pleessant
helf-minute chets with the members there sssembled. The last
time the meeting wes held at East Dulwich I wes there snd T
¢ uld picture the secne. It m~de me wish I wes there agein,
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nevertheless, the friendly v-oices coming over the line brought

cheer to
Yours sincerely
HERBERT ILECKTNBY.
P.Sas:  Unfortunately the date of the British Boys! Paper, on
cover of Januery, did not come out distinctly. It wes
July l4th, 1888; the =uthor of thet other Tom Merry wes

George Emmett, & prolific ruthor of the desy, but not so much
so es the creetor of "our Tom".

(Note.: It is the frshion just now to look beck over half-s—
century. Well, here's some thoughtSon old boys' bocks linked
up with the "clessic" writers by still rnother new-comer to our
peges.  H.L.)

O'TR FIFTY YEARS AND HORE

By 7. T. Thurbow

It is interesting to look back scross some helf-century or
more of sdult resding, and to trace therein the sources of meny
of the incidents thet thrilled us in the "weeklies" of our boyhod

It wes, perheps, ineviteble, thet meny of the writers for
this type of book should borrow from the clessics of historical
enl edventure fiction; for it must heve been # grest burden tc
turn out, week rfter week, £ new story. It is perhens not the
lesst pert of the grestness of the proteen Chsrles Hemilton thet
he could find sufficient inspirstion in the evonts of the con—
temporary sScenc £nd never seemed to find it necessary to borrow
incidents from the classies of school fiction.

4 few weeks 8go, 85 I turned out & shelf of L.R.P. pamphletq
relics of the wertime Terdens' service, there fell out, incon-
gruous compenion, torn, coverless, yellow with sge, 0.2 of the
i1dine Robin Hood Librery of cirece 1906. 48 I turned the vrges
idly, remeniscently, I noticed the striking scene stthe end of
this book. I at once recalled hew, reeding belestedly o few yeern
ego "The Cloister end the Heerth", I recosmized in the famous
scene ot the Inn where Gerrrd end Denys fought the robbers, sn
incident which the Aldine writer hed 1lifted almost bodily for
lhis story. Incidentelly, the resulting encchronism of the clocld
twes, I bslieve, deleted from the re-issue of this story in the

1920 Aldine series. TFor oo’ messure the suther hed elso
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borrowed the scene of Locksley ot the Tournmament from "Ivenhoe"
There wes & greet deszl of borrowing from "Ivenhce" in the early|
Aldine numbers: nerticulerly No.l3. Locksley st the Tourneme
the Tournzment itself, incidents from the siege of Front de
Boeuf's cestle, the Black Knight 2t Frier Tuck's cell, and the
ettack on Tamba and the Black Knight in the forest; =all these
incilents were used more then once. I dec not think the Aldine
team knew Pescock's "liaid Marian", unless perhaps a scene in
the series sbout the "Bleck Knight of Avellon" wes teken from
this.

About 1838 Pierce Egen the Younger wrote & story "Hobin
Heod end Little John", which wes published by 7/.S.Johnson in
thet year. This story was ot some later date teken over and
trensleted into French by Dumes, and published, considerebly

cut down, as two stories "Rcbin Hood the Outlew" end "The Princk

of Thieves". About 1903 Methuens decided to issue & cheap
edition of the novels of Dumes based on the standerd French

Bdition published in Paris by WM. Cellmenn Levy. They includef

the twe Robin Hcod stories, only discovering when the stories
were in process of issue thet they were besed on the Pierce
Egen criginals. These novels were published in & 61. paper
edition, @5 well as in cloth. They were I believe reissued
in the esrly 1920's. It is possible thot the Aldine publica—
tion may have been inspired by the Methuen publicetion - et enyl
rete the Lldine writers seem to have known of the Methuen pub—
licetion snd to show traces of its influence.

To turn tc snother cherecter; the beat mown snd longest
liver of them 2ll; Sexton Blake. It is o mcot point whether
he cr Sherlock Holmes is the best known inhabitent of Beaker
Street. Dut Bleke undoubtedly owes his existence, end his
hebitrtion, to his greet "senior psrtner'. Sherloeck Holmes

totereynct-only in his own country.—Vincent |

inspire. meny imi

Storrett points out in "The Privete Life cf Sherlock Helmes"
thet Americen, French snd Spenish writers of "Thrillers" snd
"Bloods" copied, adepted or borrowed the immortal Sherlock.

Possibly the greetest single contribution to the Blake sege wes|
the genius who invented Tinker — meybe on & hint from Holmes's
"Beker Street Irregulars”.

Ky own fevourite charscter in the Blzke series wes the

Zulu, Lobengu. There cen, I think, be little doubt that his
crigingl wes Rider He: g orl's immortsl Umslcpogess, whose grest

L= |

nt;
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exe end foresceing of the future were the nrototype of Lobengu's
speer and "beever dresms". The early Sir Richerd Loseley
seeme¢ 2 compound of Sir Henry Curtis snd Captein Good. In one
early story where Blske and Lobangu were up zgeinst en ireb
slaver there were scenes strongly remeniscent of Heggerd's
"people of the Mist".

Then in 1912 Conen Doyle published thet greet sdventure
story "The Lost World" he inspired severel very successful
followers smong the "weeklies". I remember in 1913 the Union
Jeck edvertised ¢ mew Lobangu story called "the Long Treck",

I recollect hurrying home from school to seize my tressure on
the Thursdey, the dey of publicertion, and fortunstely = helf
holidey, #nd retiring to a privete sanctum to revel in the story
I still hove thet copy; covers loose, but otherwise intact.-
murviver of nearly forty yeers vicissitudes, Thrt story had
2 great decl of the "Lost World", including the pterodactyls,
with o Rider Heggardish lost city es well.

Reginald "rey e2lso kmew his Doyle and his Rider Heggord.
I recell o story in the Boys' Friend of sbout 1915 in which
Trey's "Professor Kendrick Flux", founded on Toyle's Professor
Chellenger, with # desh of Rider Heggerd's Ptolemy Higgs, from
"Queen of Shele's Ring", wes in 2 lost world of his own, and
one scene wes vory much skin to Doyle's Helone's terrifying
night smong the monsters.

Another scriel by "iray in the Chuckles in 1915, "Phentom
Gold", olso showed the influence of Rider Heggerds; scenes being
epperently founded on both "Quecn of Shebe's Ring" and "Allen
Quetermein.

Severel of the leter Lobrngu stories of the period just
after the 1914-18 war shewed the influence of Edger Wrllace's
“Sanders of the River" stories, end Lobangu himself becesme very
mch sfter the feshion of thet engeging cherecter Bossmbo.

48 one sits beside one's bookesse snd pulls out & volume
here snd thore: "Sherlock Holmes", "Thc Lost Werld", the row
of Rider Heggrrde; thet best of Scott, "Ivenhos", there comes
e feeling of double gretitude to ths euthors, for nct only have
they given slessure in their o'm right. They elsc so often
inspired the writers who in thcse penuricus, but golden deys of
our boyhood geve us such riches of enjoymont. and to whom we
turn ncstolegicrlly those meny yesrs leoter.
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POPULLR PAPERS OF THE P4ST

No.3.- True Blue

By Eerbort Leckenby
The once frmous ildine Publishing Co. did not concentrete
on boys! weeklies in the memner of the House of Harmsworth,
but they hed three which could be said to have hed geod runs:
the "Hrlf Holidey" ond "Cheerful Iibraries"vhich each ran for
ghout 18 yeers, end "True Elue" with 2 cereer of Jjust over
eight, cne which scems to heve been more or less chequered.

"True Blue" sterted 2t o helfpenny, Jenuery 15th, 1898.
Thers were alresdy four of # similar type in the field - the
iervel, Union Jack end Pluck from Hermsworth, end the "Helfponny
surprise" of Eretts. On the bockstalls True Elue would not
compare fevourebly, for it had e tepid lcoking blue cover,
se0inst the gfsen, mruve end yellow of the Hermswcrth three,
and the gey orenge of the "Surprise". The contents, however,
were pretty much the seme, » long cumplete story, ¢ seriel, and
#n editor's chat.

"Prue Blue" glsoc had o "Trusty Bend ond Cryptic Club”, &
nggeret drotherhood" with mystic signs snd pess—words by which
members could recognise each other.

It is smusing to note, tco, thrt the prime motive of
nPruc Blue", like £1l the other pepers of its time, was to ldll
the penny dreedful. If #11 their clrims were true there would
eppeorspered.xicelly, no pe=nny dreedfuls to ld1l.

"Trug BlUe" hed steries by suthors whe elso wrete for the
Hermsworth pepers, including .lec G. Peerson, Murray Graydon,
end E. Herccurt Burrege; ond H.M. Lewis was one of the ertists)

Then the poper hed been running just over two yerrs the
L1dine Cou. emberked on a new enterprise, the "True Blus Vier
Library" at = pcnny. The first number snpefred Februery 2nd,
1900, with & long complete story of Herry St. George, the
'‘Bgy Scout", by H. Philpot Wright. ™ Thi-, of course, wes long
befure the deys of the fanous movement identified with Beden
Poewell.

The first threc numbers f the "Trus Blus “/ar Librexy™
were of emrll peclkot size with 40 prges, but with “o.4 it wes
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incrersed to sbout 10" by 638 of 20 prges, snd its =pperrence
was greetly improved by the chenge. The cover was =
example ~f Aldine cclcur printing, the mast-hesd having & Unicn
Jack background with the title of the peper beldly displeyed
seross it. The scenz from the story wes the work of the
femous Aldine artist, R.bert Prowse. For the first six months
every stcry concerned Herry St. George, V.C., end quite good
stories of their type they were, with such titles es "The Boy
Scout Perilcus Plot", "The Boy Scout =2nd the Invisible B- er",
"The Boy Sccut's Vew" or "Scarlet and Orenge". Tevertheless,
interest in wer stcries sppesred to wene, for with Wo.26 csme a
c €. The werd "War" was dropped from the title end the peper
beceme just "True Blue Librery". Mesnwhilc, the helfpenny
"True Blue" hsd continued running, but with the chenge it was
merged with its penny compenion. It hed hed a run of 133 weeks.
The penny paper took over the Cryptic Club.

From No.26 on "True Blue" hrd e veried ssscrtment of storigs,
but Herry St. George eppeered oceesionelly, elsc snother charec
ter, "Seilor Jack", by the seme suthor.

A feeture wes made of historicsl yarns, very scod ones as o
rule, and the cover illustrations for these, ususlly by Prowse,
lcoked extremely ettrective.

With Nc.66 the pages were incremsed to 32, end frem then on
there were ususlly twe scrisls. Some which come to mind were
"The Submerine City", "Tom Brocke of Boyeliffe" snd the "Barring-
Out et Beycliffe, "Ner to the Knife" (lurrsy Greydcn) end
"The Clash of Arms", i

For about five yesrs "True Blue" scems tc heve run steadily,
end it wes certeinly bhe most ettrective 1.oking of the Aldine
weeklies. Then epperently it begen to felter, for they begen
tc tinker with the cover. A hervy blue border wes introduced,
end the title wes spleshed sggressively right across the page.
The effect wes too flamboyent end cheep-leoking., 4 little latdr
they went to the cther extreme, and gave it o mors sedate appear-
ence then during the successful period.

Tith No.289 ceme sncther chenge - it wes the writing on theg
well all right. This time the cover printed in cylours was
cropped £nd wes replece? by £ blue prper one similer to thet of
the old #d. issuc. At the seme time the page size wes inereesed.
Hcw the proprietors expected this chenge to stop the rot peeses
one's comprehension, However, it mrneged to struggle cn for e
further 43 wecks, end then it wes swrllowed up by the Helf-

LH.1igey Librery. This was in Mey 1906,en? the number wes 330, !
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Neerly four years loter, in Jenuery 1310, there wes sn
attempt tu revive "True Blue" ond incorporeted with it wes the

Hezlf-Hclidey Librery which previocusly hed teken over "True Blue"i

Put like they sey of the stege ster, "thsy cem never come backM,
end efter en undistinguished cercer of T5 weeks it wes emelga—
meted with the last Cheerful Librery, which scon died, too.

Sed to think hew once heslthy pepers fell sick, end died
ot o cumperatively early ege.

OLD BOYS' BOOE CLUB.

1.\ST DULWICH ANNULIL GENERAL MEETING
Jenuary 15th

So much has been written sbout ths endeevcurs and efforts
of our worthy cheirmen, Len Peckmen, thet it ceme as no surprise|
to eny member that he wes re-elccted by en unenimous vote. Open-|
ing the meeting with o very fine eddress end review cf the past
yeer, he stated thet the subscribin: membership of the club had
recched the smezing figure of 60. He remerked sbout the grand
publicity thet hes been the lct of the hobby during the past

twelve monthe =nd edded thst the "Leader" erticle would definitely

eppeer. He thanked the postel members for their loysl end
velusble support, clso the members who trevelled long distances
t¢ ettend the meetings. He thenked rll those whese untiring
efforts towards the smuoth rumning of the club meent so much,
including John Gesl who hed the primting done. Unfortun=tely,
cowing tc pressure of cther business, reseorch hed not been up to
stenderd, but he hoped thet this would e remedied in the ensuing
YEET.
| The secretery then gave his repcrt and read the gorrespon-— |
dence. Then followed the tressurer's report. The income for
the pest sixteen months wes 27-12-0, whilst the expenditure wes
£25-8-9%, thus giving » belence in hend of £2-3-2}. The club's
beoks were sudited by Mr. C. Wright, and the report wes rdopted.
The thenks of the club were sccorded to the suditor fer his work
in suditing the books.

4 proposel by S. Godfrey end seconded J. Geel,that the
officers of the club should be re-elected en bloc wes carried
wnenimously. lirs. Josie Packmen wes elected #s8 deputy cheirmen

4

.

end Mr. "Podrc wes elected press agent. The letter gentleman 1
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in & position to supply press cuttings, so members who keep
these mey be eble tc obtain those they heve not got.

The rules of the club were then reed by the chsirmen.

Photo rephs teken by the "Leader" photographers were circut
lated round end corders teken for thouse required.

i fine handicer quiz, composed by the chairmsn, was won by
Herry Homer, second place was teken by Tlesncr Packman end thir
wes A. Blunden. Shering fourth place was Bob T1¥the end
John Geal.

One of the highlights of the meetings under Len Packman is
the chsery 'phone messages that ell members cen zive to the
club's vice-president, Herbert Leckenby. So it wes with the
grestest pleasure thetmemers hesrd the 'phone bell ring znd
then have the usual plessent conversetions with Herbert.

Lfter the usurl vote of thanks to the cheirmen for his
untiring work on behalf of the club, the meeting develcped into
the social side and exchenge snd mert took place, slso many
interesting conversations.

New members were E. Reynolds, L.7.Scegell, J.W.Hurrell,
H.Fletmen, E.Hubberd,P. Prodro, W.Gcodhead.

Attendence: Len, Jusie end Elesnor Peckmen, S. Godfrey,
H.Homer, W.Lewson, C. and O.iright, B.Prime, A.Blunden, Isn
Whitmore, J. and lrs.Geel, R. Descon, K.Asdourien, R. Blythe,
R.Knight, H.Fletmen, J.Hurrell, C.Wellis, A.Richardson,
L.Scegell, P. Prriros, E.Reynolds, Bob end Ben Whiter.

Apoleogies for non-sttendance were received from H, end
1i.A.Dubd.

Next meeting ot 706, Lordship Lene, Wood Green on Sundsy,
Februery 19th.

List of subscribing members: M.Asdourien, L.Blundem
L.Brenton (P), Mbond (), J.Boland (P), R.Bemmett (P), R. and
L.Blythe, E.Bartlett (P), W.Cclcombe (P), P.Cushing, F. =nd
1.A.Dubb, R.Dencon, J.Dow,(Jun.(p), E.B.Flinders (P), E.Fryne,
W.Fem (P), H.Fletmen (P), J.Geel, S.Godfrey, W.Goodheed (P),
H.Homer, E.Hubberd (P), J.Hurrell (P), R.Jenkins (P), F.Keeling,
R.Enight, E.Lendy (P), H.Leckenby (P), 7.Lewson. J.Lerge (p),
R.i’crtimer, D.Mershell, 7.0rr (?), L.and J.Packmen, V.Pege,
B.Prime, F.Prodry, D.Resder (P), J.Rcbyns, Frenk Richerds,
A.Richerdscn, G.Reuss (P), i.Southwey (), T.Strype (F),
P.Sutherlend (P), J.Smith (P), L.Scagell, C.snd O.rizht, J.7eid]
E.JNillett, I.Whitmore, W.end it.end B.7hiter,E .Vindcver (),

Fend T C."/allis.
JWend (), W.Wall, C.Vallis BENJAMIN G. WHITER.

P. meens Post Hember,
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L TLOUSLND TO ONE CHANCE COMES OFF!

HiRRY HALHTLEY, BOYS' LEADER PRIZE
WiNNEG OF 1905, FOUND!Y

Fullowed by £n Amozing Coinecidence.
By Herbert Leckenby

In its short cerecer the"Ccllector's Di.est" hes sprung somd
surprises; here is the story of whet is probebly the most
surprising of #1l.

In the review of the "Boys' Leeder" in the December number
I told how, in 1905, Herry Hertley of Liverpool end # ccmpanion
both sged 16, had won a prize which took them on & six months!'
tour of the U.S... and Cenzda. I sgid how interesting it woul
be if we could find Herry Hertley end get his reccllections of
thet experience of 45 yeors ego. I thcught the chance rather
remcte, for guite = lct hes happened in the intervel. ell,
thenks to Frank Csse, of Liverpcol, we've found him. “/hen
Frenk sew my comment he wrote to me seying the idee greatly
spperled to him, znd thet, first opportunity, he wes going to
do & bit of sleuthing. £&nd some sleuthing he did, for some
asys leter I spotted 2 letter in my meil on the back of the
envelope of which was written, "From Frenk Case end Harry
Bertley". I opened thet letter first, as you cen guess, and
this is whet it told ms.

Frenk hed set off tc the sddress of Herry Hertley in 1905.
There he drew = blenk, for the people now livin: there had
never hesrd of him. So¢ our Sexton Blake sterted meking
enguiries in the neighbcurhood without much success. Lventu-—
£1ly, however, he ceme ecross ¢ very old lady who remembered
thrt nrize=vinmer cf long ego quite well.  She wes greetly
interested sbout Frenk's quest wee that deer old ledy, mnd very
helpful, too, so much sc thet shortly efterwerds Frznk Cese wes
off hot-fuut for quite e differemt part of Liverpool, thore to
receive e very cordisl welcome from Herry Hertley himself, now
a men of 6l.

It zoes without saying that he wes zstonished when he
leerned that quite e lot of people were interestad in that
edventure of his of neerly helf-s—century ego.

But there wes something else in Frenk's letter that mede
me open oy eyes wider in sur prise. For, he seid, Ir.Bertley
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zenticn.? he wes sxrecting t. come ¢ York shortly - t. Fulford
Barrecks. Ycu cen perheps unicrstand my surorise when I say
that my office is slep in the middle of nme of the twe Fulford
Larracks.

Tiell, reeding thet I could not resist trying tc get in
tcuch with lir. Hertlsy. I succeeded, end when I t-1d him wher
my office wes he wes &8 surorised g8 I had buen. He told me he
expected to cell on an officer shortly on sehslf of his firm.
Then I heerd the officer's name I exclaimed, "Strenger and
strenger still. lajor D—— is cn my switchbusrd, his office is
just scr.ss the barreck squere and he wes the very lest perscn
I s-oke to, before putting this cell in to you."

Yell, if you cen bert 211 this for sheer smezin: coincidenc
I sh.ull like to heer of it. If it hed been tclld in e St.Frank
or Sextun Bleke stury we should have excleimed. "Ney. desh it,
thet's ¢ bit teo fer-fetched." Once egein it proves the old
sew thet truth is strenger then fiction.

well, I em looking f rwerd t. mceting iir.Hertley shortly.
weenwhile, let me tell you some of the interesting fects he geve
tc Frenk Cese during their chst, Onc sed note was thet his
friend end compenion of that 1905 tour, Wicholes de 1le Mere,
died in 1913 et the ege of 22, ond is buried in Guernsey.

They hed first intended geing to Russie end Pcland, but
fecided egainst it, nct becsuse of'"ircen curteins", of ccurse,
but lenguage difficulties.

Another very intercsting revelstion was thet the essistant
editor of the "Hoyel Megezine",whc scted as guardien, wes none
other thon Rudclf Besler, suthor of the femous pley. 'The
Berretts of Wimpcle Street!. He shoul? heve knovm something
sbout dreme, for he wes burn «n e reft in the Jeve See whilst
his mother wes flceing frcm ¢ monsvon. "Rsther ¢ novel way to
be born", comments Frank,

Tell, I shell probebly heve more to say sbout this remerk—
eble episcde next month. And vhen Mr. Hertley sni I mest I
hepe t. be eble to have rea’y for him the records of his tour
in the ~sges «f the "Big Budget" f long sgc.

R —
CHUMS AMNUAL: Vcl.15 (1907). Gocd conlition. ™ill sxchenge
for Megnets, Gems, Pcpulars, or S5.0.L's. Alsv copies of
Thriller, pre-wer edventures, etc., for 5.0.L's. P.J. Checkley,
18 Terlington Liosd, Coundon, Coventry.
TIANTE 411 beck nmumbers of Collectors' Di est. Alsc _nnusls.
5ill Jlortin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Perk, Lon on, ¥.7,10.

By




The Nelson o&g Column

A1) queries gnd susgestions to Robert Blythe,
46, Corletcn Rood, Hollowey, Lendon, N.7.

Owing to the length of my srticle in the innuel » fow type-
writing errors were bound to cceur. However, zs it wes written
for reference from time to time, I think it wiuld be a8 well if
they were corrected. True, they rre only minor errors, but they
ere ept t¢ be misleesding. Thore are only four, rs follows: —

Poge 15, for H.RTON reo. HARROW.

u * The 0ld Series No. intro. Lrthur Steele.
Fur 116 resd 125,

Pege T6, Willisms. .33 "Cheuffeur" after Dr. Brett.

" " Col.Glenthorne. For 0.5. No.253 reed 353.

One or two of you heve been kind encugh to write to me pointing
out errors of my own in the same srticle. I wes very greteful
fur this weceuse, o8 you cen imegine, it wes 2 lengthy job and
one in which it wes eesy to make mistekes. That msy be 11 righ
gs far es wrong story numbers were concerned, but it wss no
excuse for omitting twc such well known cheracters es Jerry Dodd
end Ernest Lewrence. Goodness know® how I ceme to miss them!
411 T hope is thet there sren't eny more!l Lewrence arrived in
0.5, Nc.295 and Jerry Dcdd in 0.S. No.312. Their story will be
ineluded in the .mnuel.  Other mistekes that crept in were: -

Hubberd eppsered in Nec.112, not 114.

Chembers of the 5th also appeared in ¥o.11l2, not 148.

Griffiths' @hristien neme wes Louis, not Timothy.

Jesscn end Cerlisle should heve the figure 5 sfter: their

names £s they were ®oth Prefects.

Qunzoy #inoT ppearsc in 138, not 140. -

The Duke of Scmerton arrived in Nc.1l67, nct 166

Titus ilexis arrived in No.220, not 221.

Young Ching arrived in No.359, noct 360.
I hed Yetter point cut thet where e charecter is given s
eppefring in e certein mumber, thet is tha story in which he
actuslly mede &n spperrence, snd not one in which he wes men—
tioned by neme cnly.

Well, thet's the lot, but if any of you discover eny other
mistokes whilst resding the N.L., don't hesitete to write and ley
me lnow. I'm not infrllible, you kmow, #nd it's just 28 well td
heve the recurd correct.
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Jeck Wocd of York tells me that he has discovered ancther
reprint. This time it's in the "Schoolboy's Pocket Librery'.
It's c¢alled "The bunt from Bsr-2" and is taken from the lst H.S.
M0.126. "Iy Only Ssinted Aunt". Brooks used the pen-neme of
Regineld Browne for this effort.

I recently scquired & "Boys' Friend" 44. Lib. (2nd Series)
451, 3/10/34, "The Crusoes of Surf Island". The very next day
(et the club meeting, in fact) I bought eznother Boys'! Friend.
This time 1t wos No.1l05, "St. Franks on the Rocks". Imegine my
surprise when I found they were identical, in other words, the
former was & reprint cf the letter!

4s & chenge from reprints I recently discovered some criginal
stories by Brocks. These werc in the Boys' Reelm (Hew Series).
I only heve ten et the moment end the titles sre es follows —
We.T1 (24/11/°8) In Hiding at St.Frenks. 72, Frtty Fowkes the
Rcbel. 73, The Heunted Goalie. 74, The Term of Ghosts.

75, The Phentom of Bannington Grenge. 76. The Ferunted Crusedexs
T7, The Menasce of the Triengle. 78, In the Clutches rf Zingrave.
79, The Venishing Cruseders. 80 (20/1/29) The Triumph ~f the
Crusaders.

Incidentelly, No.80 wes the lest issue of the Boys' kerlm
in thet form. The next issue wes celled the Boy's Rerlm of Fun
end-Fietion". Eech of the sbove ere full length stories, and
a8 you see they sre mainly concerned with Zingreve of the Green
|Triengle end the Slue Cruseders but the St,Frenks juniors pley
e lorge puert es well.  And here's encther thing. .'s 74,75
end 76 were luter reprinted in the Boy's Friend 44. Lib. (2nd
Seriss).  Nu.265, "The Hounted Teem" (4/12/30) smd Na's 77, T8,
79 ond BO were reprinted in the seme Library Mo.269, "The Venish-
inz Foctbellers" (1/1/31).

Now here's enother evenue of research. If enyone cen give
lme £ complste 1ist of Brooks' stories sppesring in the Bey's
[Rezlm £t this period end possible reprints, let me have them
s. that they cen be included in this column.

Last month ycu will remember I said that I would commence e
list of serials in the Nelson Lee ns suggested by Jim Southwey
of 5. Afries. A lot of these wure reprinted in the Boy's Frienf
4d.Iib. and unless otherwise strted they will £11 be found in
the let series.

0.8. Jo's 1-18. The Boys of Rovenswood College by S.Clerke Hoo)
(E.F.463). W.'s 19-37, In Pclar S:es, by P:nton ish. 38-52, Nei
the Wrecker, by Devid G.o4win., 55-98, The Islend ~f Gold, by
Euaten gh. 106130, The Zoxine Sciler, by xthur S, Ha:
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131-160, In the Grip «f the Fun, by Clement Hele. 162-193, Thg
Chums of Littleminster School, by arthur S. Ferdy. 194-219,

The House in the Jungle, by Alfred Armitege (B.F. 499), 220-241,|
In Treckless Spece, by Robert W. Comrede (B.F. 504). 242-273,
Three Boys in Ceneds, by S.S.Gordon.

And this month's titles:- 0.5.F0.331, Missing frum the
Match, 332, The Mystery of the Outside Right. 333, The Inter
rupted lietch. 334, £10,000 te 2 Shilling. 335, Fcr His
Perents! Sake. 336, The Fifth st St. Frenks. 337, The Secret
of the Box Ruom. 338, The Head's other Self (Note, first 2d.
issue). 339, Shunned by his Schuolboys. 340, Loyslists end
Rebels. 341, The Schoolboys' Union. 343, The Christmes
Plotters. 343, The Schoolboy Suviet. 344, The Communist
School. 345, Steunch t. the Schocl. 346, The Supreme Councili.
347, The Dismissel of Nelson Lee. 348, The D wnfall of the
Snake. 349, The Boy from Nowhere. 350, The F1l od at St.Frenks.

FOR SalE: Ccmplote yeors of 1931, 1932 -nd 1933 Megnets. Offerg
fur eny of thess yeers to L. Packmen, 27 archdale Ruosd, Epst
Dulwich, Lendon, S.E.22.

4 RakJTY FOR SALE: Beys' Friend 3d. Librexy, 383. "ifter
Lights Out", of "Expelled from St.Jims", by Mertin Clifford.
Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Lendon, NJW.10.

W.NTED For Colle cticn: Feznoets prior to No.890. Gems prior
tc No.l000. Populers, S.C.L's, Holidey Annuels, Nelson Lee,
Beys! Priend, Pre-wer Chempion, Triumph, Hutspurs, Rovers, Pilots,
Rengers, adventures, Wizerds en? Skinpers. Gcod prices prid.
Books with seh.ol sturies .nly. P. Willett, 67 Ford Bridge Road,
asford, Middlesex.

V.ITED UEGENTLY: Your price poid. Gems 819, 878, 879, 946.
Cen eny Fellow Cellector oblige? ILeonerd Packmsn, 27 irchdele
Reed, Eost Dulwich, London, 5.E.22.

UANTED:  Sehuolboys' Own Librerice featuring Greyfrisrs, 1/6
to 5,7~ seek offered pecurding to sge. bill Mertin, 93 Hillside,)
Stonebridge Perk, Lonlon, N.7,10.

Willle Sexten Bleske Libraries, 2nd Series, 171 or 723.
Leonerl Prekmen, 27 Archdele Reed, London, S.E.22.

WANTED lrencts ¥os.1123, 1124, 1125, 1144, 1147, 1153, 1154,
11156, 1157, 1158, 1169, 1177. Heve seversl of sene vintege
for exchenge. ‘i. L. Brenton, 63 Thoresby Street, Hull. i




LETTER

This Will Mske the Mesmctites Crowl

The: 1Hltons Heed Hotel,
Nottingham. 4th Jenuery, 1950

Deer Editur,
Enclosed herewith pleese find bits end pieces, slsc

my cheque for 1950 subscripticn tc Collectors' Dijest. Alsc in
cese it mey be of interest to you here is the enalysis of the
likes of the Who's Who section of the C.D. Annuel, as divided
into sections made by you.

5a. 78% (Megnet)

5b. 667 (Gem)

51. 50% (Schoolboys' Ovm)

5¢c. 44% (Permy Populer)

5¢. 407 (Holidsy Armusl)

7 357 (Welscn Les)
6a. 31% (Union Jeck)
6b. 257 (Sexten Blake Librery)

.2 20% (Tarly 2Cth Century)
6c. 18% (Detective Librery)
3 18% fuc‘ines)
Eetween Two Wers)
1. 4% (Victorien Popers)
4 9% %Cantrin, Chums, etc.)
9. 4j (School Frienl, etc.)

Yours £ye,
JOHN GUNN.
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Here's the Pro.remmel

iendeville Publiceticns,
55, Victorie Street,
London, S.7.1.
Deer bir.Leckenby, Jemuery 5, 1950.
liany thenks for your letter of the 22nd, with the copy
of your annual. By wordl we shell heve to watch our step —
if you do 'go into print' you will put us ocut of business!
Seriously, I think it is e very fine effort end I om certainly
ccing to reel it from cover to cover.
Our progrerme this yeer is pretty much as follows (we may
do mure, but certeinly not less):
hpril: RALLYING ROUND GUSSY
JACK OF ALL TRADES (e new Frenk Richords
charecter — he seys his best ever)
July: A4 Tom Merry bock
A Roolew.ud bock
Octuber: . Tom Merry book
A Corcroft bock
TOM MERIY'S OWN (This is the Annuel)
(7= think ¢ better title)
This .ives us, a8 I think ycu will sgree, plenty to get on with.
Focr the moment, enywey!
Tith 11 good wishes,
Yours sincerely, .
RAYMOND RICHARDS
Richefis, Relwry, Conquest & Col
Jenuery 18th, 195C.

Derr Herbert Leckenby,

Meny theiks fer the C.I.D. — & tip-top
number. I like especislly your reprcduction of the certoon from
the Sundey Sun <f Sydney, though it does not flatter. Lecn Stong
very kindly sent me that copy ¢f the Sun.

I wes very much amused by your heedins, "Frank Richards
must pcssess the Elixir of Youth", over my letter cutlining the
present prcgremme, — nine wooks enl en ennusl per ennum. But
thouch this mey scund rethor en embitious programme, it is as
meonlip ht unto sunlicht, es weter untc wine, compered with pre-
wer productions. In the Mf:met elone there wes e 30,000 word
stury weekly: which sncunted in © yeer to & million and e helf
w-rie, unless Gy erithmetic be sericusly et feult: en? thet wes




-52)
double s much as # dozen books. So you sce, my desr boy, that
in reality Frank Richards is heving a very essy time now: so
mach so that he wes able to teke six weeks off to write thet
little book of a different kind. Now we are back in the old
groove, snd Mertin Clifford has recently written "The Scapesrec
of St.Jim's," end Frenk Richards has followed it wp with "Billy
Bunter's Pustsl-Order": and ot the moment, Owen Conqusst is
getting busy on "The Rivals of Rcckwood Scheol", kindly sharing
the typewriter with Cherles Heamilton, who is writing e story of
"King of the Islends" for the next snnuel, — which,by the way,
will be celled "Tom Merry's Own'". Owen is in the pleanning
stege, but weiting rather impetiently for Charles to have done
with the mechine!

I hed o very pleasant letter the other dey from iir.Suther-
1end in for—off Vencouver, with 2 reslly lovely photosrsph of
himself end e desr little girl, @ Pluck and » Gem: now fremed
and edornines my study.

With kind regerds,
alwsys yours sincercly,
FRAONK RICHARDS.

TWLNTED: Fantesy fiction , bound or paper ccvered, Plesse reper
Also Boys' Friend Libs. etc. Henry J.H.Bertlett, Peas Hill,
Shipt.n Gerge, Eridport, Dorsct.

INVITLPION TO DEALERS AMD COLLECTORS. ‘'Vented, nrreels of Mosmed
¢l en’ mew on z‘.ppruvni. Depusit forwsrded in eilvence, if
required (to "C.D." subseribers). UOrreteins? copies, remitiencd
end postege returned promptly. J. TWelsh, 345 Sienlsy Read,
Kirkdele, Liverpool 20.

JIGHEST CASH PLICES cffered for Mesnets, Gems, Populers, S.0.Ls
oné eny similer. "Red" Megnets end Xmes Wos. prior 1930 parti-
cularly required. Lerge selection ¢f most types of ol1 boys!'
bocks elweys sveileble for sele. Send 5.4.E. with requirements
please. Gerdon, 148 Ledbrecke Grove, London, .10,

WANTED: Mervel (14) No.393. Boys' Friend Libreries (1et serieq
¥o's 1, 2, 76, 100, 109, 119, 122, 126, 130, 142, 154, 159, 169,
184, 188, 193 197, 203, 208, 211, 217, 225, 245, 258, 293,

E. Blizht, "Sendhills", Cunstentine Bay, St.lferryn, Cormwell.

W.NTED: Greyfriers, Hersld, 1919-20. Gcod Price Paii.

Leonrrd Peckaan, 27 .archicle Loed, Test Dulwich, London, S.E.221

~—



Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Jemes Telsh, of Liverpool, in en intercsting letter reises
the question of the "Ravenspur" scrics in the Magnet — those four|
unique storiee in which Bunter is nover mentioned, € listinction
probebly no othsr stery in the WMegnet can cleim. "They were so
different," seys James Tialsh, "thet I cennot delieve the resl
Preonk Kicherds wrote them, yet they do mot eppear in John Shew's
1ist of imitetions in the Anmuel."

TWell, I tFink I om right in gssuring our Liverpool reeder
thet Frerk Richerds did write them snd there ds an interesting
explenstion. He was ssked by the editor to do e series on
"Edger Wellace lines". Thet he succecded I am sure =11 who heve
rced thet Bunterless series will egree.

As to whether it wes one of the best ever, it secems to be @
metter of ,like s populer radic series, e beg to Aiffer".

The "Imitetion Stories" seem to heve cruse? & lct of interes
for emong other letbers, peying tribute to their wvelue, I recelve
the follewing from Leslie Rrenton:-

63 Thoresby Street, Hull.
Deer Ecitor, Jen/50.

In my opinion one ¢f the most useful srticles in the
"innuel" is the list of "imitetion" stories in the Megnet snd
Gem, ccmpiled by John Shew. I em, however, very puszzled by
one item. Mr. Shew liste Megnet No.722 es spurious. This is
the third end lest story of e series on Penfold, the cheramcter
of which is eptly described by the title of Noc.T21 "Penfold
the Blede". hecording to Lir.Shew Nus.720 en’ 721 were written
by Charles Hemilton — is it fersible thet enother suthor shoul

___heve finished the series?
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I mey £1d thet I heve not resd these ecpies on
pesition to julge for myself.
Ycurs sincerely, 7. L. BRTON.
on receipt of it I had # chat with John Shew. He told me he wes
convinced No.722 w2s an imiteticn, but it happens thet 720 and
721 ere two of ‘the very few lirgnets he has not read, so of coursqg
he 4id not include them in his list, but under the circumstences
he thinks it quite proweble they were also imitstions.

NR——,
am in no

T have hal several enguiries concerning the Greyfriers
stories now running in the "Comet".. Cen snyone give the numbers
of the Megnets they are teken {rom?

And now, &8 there's snough of me in this issue, I'11 make
wey for on old friend who hes been swsent from our psages for scmd
time. You'll note he is es provocetive @3 ever. It hes = righ#
to # plece in the Hemiltonis saction, though of ccurse Charles
Hemilton wes not responsible for those inconsistencies in the
"School Friend".

BESSIE BUNTER
Fric Fayne.
In my cpinion "Bessie Bunter of Cliff Hcouse School" is eesily theg
best of the post-wer tocks of our fevourite cheracters. (I heve
not yet had the cpportumity to reeld Tom Merry's Annual or "Billy
Bunter's Christmes Party", so I mey wish to modify this statement
leter.)

The other Bunter Bocks end the Tom lderry books have made
pleesent remding, but I think thet few would clrim that they have
shown the lleestro at his very dsst. Thsy have tended to be overH
burdened with cielogue, #nd the plots somewhet on the thin side.

But with the-Bes#ie Bunter story we see the 0ld genius. The
jcharecter peinting, in vhich lir.Homiltcn excels, is superb. The |
cielogue is witty end even, #nd never becomes tedious. The nlot
gwings olong et 2 spenking pece, #nd holds the interest from the
first line to the lest.

Neturelly, those of us who knew the "School Friend" are
cerried deck to thet old paper. Seversl intriguing voints crop uwp.
I wonder why lerjcrie end Clers played secondery roles in thet
peper, while the new Berbere Redfern took the lea?. Thenk
goodness, thet is not the crse now.

I wender why Greyfriers wes never mentione? in the School
Friend from the first to the lest.

Mes Bellew, of course, married znd becesme .frs.Hertlev,
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plceo wos trken by e ldss Steele. Evidluntly lMrs.Hartley hes “ist
posed of her hushend on? resumed her meiden neme. It's o211 for
the best. I wonder why }iss Locke never appesre? in the School
Fricnd, though in the eerly Greyfricrs yorns ws knsw thet the
Head's sister wes o mistress st Cliff House. I won'er who
invented Jemime Cersteirs who becrme quite & lering cheracter
et Cliff House, theugh I alweys thought the charscter fecble.

In short, I wonier why the School Friend ren successfully for so
meny yeers, while so meny of its stories were tresh.

Evidently Phyllis Howell end Philippe Derwent heve joined
the A.T.S. Thank goodness, once egein. The charm of the new
Cliff House stcry is enhenced by the feet thet it is not over—
burdened with chorscters. I remember some fifteen yesrs 850,
seeing o touring musicrl comedy calle? "Bessis Runs Awey". It
wes set ot Cliff House, 2nd intro‘uce? Bessie, Memimo, Berbere,
end liebel. It wes 2 thiri-rete effeir. I wonder whother eny
other readers reosll it.

I liks lr.Mecdonsrld's pictures. But he mul? make his
#Bchoolboys far more ettroctive if he put them in school blezer
jackets. Schocl blezers end greys would certeinly be compulsory
wear 2t schools such es he depicts.

And why, oh why, does Bub Cherry weer a St.Jim's cap?

MAGNET TITLES

#d. series (continued)
73, the Greyfriers Cereven. 74, The Groyfriers Cemp. 75, The
Tenents of Study 13. 76, Billy Bunter — Editor. 77, The
Groyfrisrs Bun Fight. 78, Herry Tharton's Bank-Holidey.
79, Herry Tharton's Eleven. 80, Boy Scouts from the "Fzderlend|.
81, Bunter the Boxer. 82, Th: Head's Holidry. 83, Bunter the
Bully. 84, Harry Whartcn & Cc. flost. - 85, The Greyfriers
visitors. 86, The Chum from New Zealind 87, Billy Buntsr's
[7indfs11. 88, The Tonceshire Junior's Resslve. 89, Stsunch
Chums . 90, "7ith Flying Cclours". 91, The "Fifth" st Grey-
friers. 92, Bunter the Detective. 93, The Circus at Grey-
friers. 94, The Smuggler's Ceve. 95, Rilly Bunter's Christmeg
Dreem. 96, The Greyfriers Sketers. 97, The Groyfrisrs Sweep-—
steke. 98, The Christmes Winners. 99, Billy Bunter's Resolu—
tions. 10¢, Nugent Minor. 101, The Dehdies of the Remove.
102,The Diseppeerance of Tun Iung. 103, The Greyfriers ithleted.
104, The Greyfriars Fifteen. 105 (lest #1. issus) The Greyfrirgs
Treesurc.

(tc be continued)
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ROQKW/QOD STORIES IN THE S5.0.L.

As far as I can ascertain this is the first and
complete list of the Rookwood tales. Any further in-|
formation will be gladly accepted. Jack Cook.

No.6. Captain of the Fourth; 12. Expelled; 15.-
Football Herces (Greyfriars & Rookwood); 20. The Van|
ished Schoolboys; 28. The Boy who was Soft; 32. A
Schoolboys Temptation; 36. The Shadow of Shame; 42.
The Boy from Nowhere; 48. The Colonial Co. (A big
gap here — any missing Nos?) 60. The Scapegrace of
Rookwood; 68. S5ir Japhets Heir; 76. The Fighting
Form Master; 84. Chums on Tramp; 94, Rookwood Rebel-|
lion; 100. His Own Enemy; 104. Dropped from the Teamg
108. Faeing the lusic; 112. For the Honour of Rook-
wood; 118. Jimmy Joins Up. (Apparantly first tale of
Rookwood introduces Jimmy Silver as new boy); 124.
Gunner Gets Going; 128. Backing up Jimmy; 132. Under
False Colours (No.335 has same,title); 136. Bho shal]l
be Captain?; 138. Ghost of the Priory; 142. Chums of
the Baclwoods; 146. Jimmy Silver & Co. out West; 150
Pale of the Ranges; 154. The War Trail; 158. Chums of
the Ranch; 162. Trailing the Phantom; 166. Fourth
Porm Rebels; 170. Prefects on Strike; 174. Living a
Iie; 182. The Terror of Rookwood; 198. Rookwood
Secret Society; 202. The Rookwood Gypsies; 206. las—
ters on Strike; 220. Son of a Cracksman; 226. Fifth
Form Rebellion; 262. The Fistical Four; 268. The
Rookwood Barring In; 272. Taming the Bully; 278.
Follow Uncle James; 284. Jimmy Silver's Xmas Farty:
296. FPourth Form at Rookwood; 308. Jimmy Silver Re—
signs; 317. No Good as Captain, 335. Under False
Colours; 341. On Fighting Terms; 347. Chums on the
Open Road; 356. The Boy iho /alked by Night; 362.
Manders on the Spot; 368. Rookwood Calling; 380. The
Rookwood Raggers; 389. Rival Guys of Rookwood:; 392.
The Sneak of Rookwood.

Any Collector who lkmows that this list is in-
complete is invited to forward the missing numbers
and titles, or any other information regarding the
nookvwood tales. 2 .




All letters, manuseripts, etc to be

addressed to the Editor of Dlakiang ——
Section:~ il.i, Bond, 10, Iirv Yem
Rhivbina, Cordiff.

THI? ROUND TABLE - FETRUARY 1950.

I would like to commence this chat by thanking 211
those readers who have rritten to meo commenting on the
contents of the third Amual Blakiana. It appears that
my "Consulting Reom Chat” fenturo met with the apyroval o#
most Blake fans and this is very gratifying. One reador
remarked that it wms "just whot we neod to rovive the old
Sexton Blake flavour', I +ould reply that that vmg the
very reason for ny concocting the featurc. Tou v4ll reeall
that I promiscd to lot you have ncous of thig years activitics
at Daker Stroct and I -have not forpgotton this. . ALl boing
well the report will cppoar in the iireh issuc in the place
of this foature. Vory speeial thanks wore roce ived for
the cxccllomt footuro contributed by Hoarry Homor, "Lionograph
on Soxton Blake", but it looks ns if tho Rox Dolphin cffort
“The Urest Nylon wystery® wns not so successful. Rox can
toke heart though, for his puzzle feoture ims o brilliant
success by nll accounts. i‘c shall scc how things vorked out
for the vhole Annusl then vo ro-d the reports of the voting
in on imminowmt mmbor of the C.D. Horbart is working on
this now.
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Tho Round Toble (continued).

Cormicnt It wwould appear thot the current Lditor of
"The Sexton Bloke Library" is under the iwprossicn that thore
must bo an oeceasionnl bit of "slong" inscrtod in tho titles
of the publication. I +dll admit thot the S8.B.L. hos beon
clnsscd rmongst the moro sonsntional detcetive novels oveor
sinco it's concoption in 1915, nnd there is no doubt that the
covers have alwnys been designed to attract attention, For
myself I have clwuys regretted the tondeney to ineclude Bloko
cmongst thosc deteetives vho cannot do ony vrong and alwnys
have tho policc benten to o frozzle. Of coursc wc know that
he LUST conic out on top in order thot he ncy hold his hoad up
for the noxt advemturo, but te me he is too ruch of o roality
to bo claossed with saw of the lesser knovm "ronder slcuthsg",
Zven so, it is imtercsting to noto thut most of the SeBeL.
titles in the 2nd and 1st scries vero quite reasonablec. I
nocn thoy did not strilkc onc as being sonsotional, cven if
the accomponying illustrotions wore in thet cobegory. Tho
saue ezniot e snid of the 3rd sorics. I nust protost ot
the usc of such vords as "Spiv", "Stooge" and "Racketv. It
soacks too nuch of the Dorey (into type of story. I an
surc that o bottor title than “The Riddle Of The Prince's
Stooge" could hove been found for the lotest Amthony Parsons
novel, nnd I don't think sales were increascd vhon the rocoirk
“Affair Of the Spiv's Scerct" apnoared on the bookstalls.
If the cuthors of the atorics have the handling of tho title
lct me opneel to then to stick © noro traditional nothods
and not pandor tovhat the AP, night considor to be appaling
to the nubliec. If the Lditor thinks out tho titles hingelf
I would ropcat the appocl, and cck hin to glonce through tho
700 ¢dd mumbers in the 2nd scrics. During tht tine the
| soles of tho Librory vere much grecter than thoy cro nows and
alang titles veore nover uscd. lre Editor, ploase ro.liso
thot you have the handling of the most -ritten of chractor
in Englich litoroture. 1D will M the drow if properly
hondlad and thore would be no need to try and cttraet tho
modorn roador by tho usc of modurn slang. It ight bo up-
to-doto, but it eortainly cheapons the publiention.

H,li. Bonde




59
For tho first tine sines Hoe 1. we have plo.sure in giving
re-ders an artielo about o Sexten Dloke ariist. 55 much
hes boen seld about wuthors that it is o woleouoe chongo,
.nd wo focl surc that both ner and old reoaders will be wery
:‘-.n‘tc-rcﬂcd in this newr attroction.

cesssssstsean Lty
4 gtudy of o popular “Union Jock" artist by
TWILFRED DARTIN.

sssssrsans

sesssestramsanasansnaann

baresase
TR TR

essttasrcsacsases e

“essscamssaarannannas

In proising the old cuthors of the Soxton Blaoke sories
lct us not,s faor one noment, forget tho artists vho illus-
troted thoir work. For in my opinion thoy too aro werthy
of the prectest adnirsiion. Of coursecs inr s statey
ions in the
wnion Juek" werc beyoud eriticimi. On the controry, thcre
werc sone nrtists vhoso work for thot noper wos docidudly
DOOY . Even the most frous cnes toe, not so conzis
citly good ns to twn out o porfect drowving overy tine.

But T boliove in giving praiso vhere proise isg duc,
znd I othink thot on the thele those 0ld tiners +erc nore
deserving of praisc than criticisms I o calling than »1d
tinecrs becauso rost of than had o long ociation vAith the
“Unicn Jock™ and in point cf faet the po-cr vos VOry nugh
in ifts infoney "lion He ide Luvdis startod.

In tho old pink cover deys almost overy drotdng bore
hiis signoturoe Only one other srtist opeors 4o have had
tic ulority ot thot times  This vns Vol Reading,
~ho ated the corly Confedoration und Yvomie scrics.

Louviag had only ono foult. ilis portraits of Scxton
Blake rother rosombled Shorlock lolmos nere than sur ‘otm dot-
cctive. Porhops this cirdlority to Conon Doylo's frmous
charaeter is nost noticablo in his droving of Bl ke on tho
cover of "Union Jnek" Mo, 170 comtair the story "“T¥be
Rivol Dotcotivos™. Of coursc, ono I to toko into ceccount
tho et that the influonce of Holmes s stronger than it
is to=doye

Trlking very striking ond
oririnal picco o'F‘ hv! ﬂrl,. 3 is “2ich ndorned the frowmt
of tha Jads 1z the of ory ) dol's Spoll". Tt

somt I on not sugoosting thet 211 the illustr:




dopicted o iwost thrilling wnd original nouomb in thot story,

viion 'l‘:l.n.kor, having pam.'tr ted into the scerct London Hoad=-

quarters of tho Brothorhood of tho Yellowr Buctlo, finds hio

sc1f on the throshold of o stranpe Zostern tarple. In tho

widdle of the floer stands a benutiful voien gnzing fixodly

into the eycs ol a foarsome looking idsl. Unbeknovn to

hor the yellow devil Tu Ling is concocled behind it, and by

mecns of hypnotisn is dravwing hor fwrthor imto his povere
with the eoning of tho coloured covers in the corly

1920's the "Union Jock" ontored into vhut is considored by

oy te hove boecn it's finost porieds It wms undoubbedly

o step in the right dircetion, for the Dlake pnpor, :nd

mve H. il Lovds a ronl chonee to shine.

And shinc he did, for o tine. llost of those ecrly
coloured covere hore his nane. But vith this chongoover o
nowr artist cppearcd on the sconce This vns Erie Re Parkor,
w4080 1ot er work for the noper was destined to vdn hin a
rect denl of popularity. Tron this nonemt ir. Levis
socmod Lo slip oute Ilig foniliar skotches still oprecrod
oecusionnlly but not ns rerulerly as hithorto. Ot in
1927 he mnde a coacbaek vhon he had the honcur of illus-

- trating the woll roucuber "Poter the Spider" sorios.
ipparently he had logt nonc of his ¢ld artistie tolonmt in
the imtorval, for he turhed out as spirited o scb of drawinzg
as would gk hovo done credit to ony urtiste.

‘;nd. heroy I on2 ~id, ¢ zust 5 is Lowdigy Ueds

1 insugst othors in that pepor, wis, if not theo

nost t l nted, the prondest 5ld tiner of than J1l.

TIE EllDe

THE HONOURADLT iR. PURVALE & COs
by Williom Colcabe
7ith illustrotions by TAlfred Dorvdne.

COLIIIC SOOIk "BL.J\.J'" MIRST CASE" by WALTEL WZDDe

DOI'T FORLCET THAT o SUILL 7IIT YOUR GUHNTHIDUTICH, PLIASED
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1265« Tho

1267. The

1274, The
1275. The
1276. The

1280, The
1281, The
1282+ The

1285, The
1286. The
1287. The
1288, The
1289, Tho

2298, The
1299, Thc
1300, The

1302. The

1277. The !
1278+ The
1279, The

PHE UILON JACK FOR 1928,

1264. The Treosure Uf The Isubella.

Blaek Cloud.

1266. The Affrir Uf Tho Bronzo dirror.
-riends Of Dovil's Bool.
1268. Jungle Justiccs
1269, The liystery Of lionor Grocn.
1270. The Girl Of Destiny.

1271. The Captive Of The Cotaconbes.
1272« The Ceffee Stall iysterys
1278. Rogucs ifloat.
Casc Of Tho Koffir King.
Lississippi llystorye

Cose Cf The Groy Envolopcs
n Tho Walked DBy Hight.
Phonton Of Scotlond Yorda

Di

:_.dvorrturc Of The Gold Birse
Groat Budpct Conspirncy.

03

lystory Of The iZiscing linccs (16)
Affair Of The Stagrering Lion.(17)

1283, Frrudl
1284, Sunk Vithout Trocce
Vietin Of Tho Veldt.

Skeleton Cluce

Cornnticn Trocth lystery.
Hunchboek Of Brothorhood Hall.(20)
Soven Sons Cf Cymose )
1290, Honds Up - Loncons
1291, The Legion Of Tho Losta
1292, The ion Vith The Durnt e,
1293, Poisonl
1294,  The Preoblerm Of The Purple Picrrots.
1295« The Bandit Of The Bonke

12964 The Corrier Pigoon Conspiracy.
1297, .. tdllion In Gold.

Lear Of The Gune

Iffoir Of The Groat Scol.
Stronge Coso Of Tho Rejuvenation Clube
1301. ‘o Uzos The Lon On The Stairs?

(18)
-
(19)

(21
(22)

(26)

ldventurc Of The Jpache Chiof.

1303, Drublo Idonbity.

GalleTocds

Rox Hordingc.
E.SeBrookse
E+S.Broclks.
LeSeBrovkss
Le Jacksone
L. Jeckson.
Le Jucksone
Goyn Lvansa
Stceoy Blakca
Stocoy Blakcae

inthony Skon o
Guyn Evanse
Guyn Evrnsa
L. Black,
Guyn Evonie
Gyn Evoni,
L. Blocke
Gryn Evonctas
L. Blocks
Rex Hardingo.
L. Blocke

LePottersons
Robort furrcy.
C. Erisbances

i Pottorsone
Gilbert Ghestor
Robert Lurraye.
fie Pt terson.
lathony Skenoce

_

Guyn Evanse




THE UNIQN JACK FOR 1928
1304, The Scourge Of Mo
1305, Poisoncd Blossonse (27) G Tocds
1306, The llousc Of Foars (28)  G.H. Toods
1307. The idventure Of The Gorgoyle's Docoy.(29inthony skenad
1308, Soxton Blakc — Lord linyor. :
1309, Tho Aiffair Of Tho Six Tkons. (30) GH Tcode
1310, Tho Probel Of The Broken Stick. (31) GHeToode
1311. Tho Case Of The Scontod Orchide (31a) G H.Tood) «
1312+ The ifystery Of Tho Black Vone iEE) Re Lurraye
1313, Tho Grime Of The Xuas Lroce (33) Gyn Ewns.
1314. The lystery Of Tho Siping Varpircs
1315. The 6asc Of Tho Goptive Lnperore (34) G.HeTcods
Yoy to Churactors:
Goorro Larsdon Plwz.ors 1. 28.
Ruport Woldo. 2. 3. 4o
Lola Do Cuisg/O.lngythe 5S¢ 6o 7o
8

splash Page. .

Captain Christuns. 9. 10.)

zZenith the flbinos 11, 26+ 3

1pe liste *¢ %, 124 134 15. 16.

Potor Drin (the Spidor)s 14e 17. 184 19 ey diah
Krock Kelk. . e 234 : LIONTH:
Paul Cynose 21e 25 324 ;%‘E:
Dre FOrroros 22« Titlus 5
Gilbert & Dileen Holos 24%. Sfor 1927..5
. e«Junc Soveroncos 27 3. 3la. 34. L |
Lonpgue Of Robin Hocde 33.

(Rorin Donce 2%«

Carcfully keep-thesc 1ists of titles. when corplcte thoy vill

pive you o1l the informction you noud about the choractor
stories in the U Inforration re anonymous storics above
1411 bo much approcictods

emamemema e T AT T T e T T e T AT 4T e T T A= amaT AT e e e

Inforrrtion re solo of tho annompious storics of the U.J. in
1929 awe being propared for publieation in tho iirch issuc,
so bo ready to fill in thc gops noxt uonthl

GOrTBCTION to the 1929 LISt (3.5 ISSUB) Pleose alter Uud s
M. 1354 auther fron REID THIITLIY to IINVY S0oALDS BROOKSa
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RWAVS on
hoiiaings

people realse, PETTIaps, tht
Richards  ang
from whom %
S Jun s stor

ime and the sime p.
TSmansaid Cha

ing ul.h Tom Merr
Bunter: but 1 is pat really so. for
I am certain that but for the
influence of religion 1 shou'd hava
wrillen very dicrently ™
Mr. Hamilton's in‘enion s %o
modmr & soull ook nol over
800 words, s'mply writien wi'h
somr such title as “Faith and
Hope uiw.‘h T m» of use
ésperially fo reopls wh
Tgy be uwh.rd by wewtt, which

Worcester,

1949.

"Evening News and Times
20th Deccmber,

From the

L wrRE D the

Luht Of experi retlection”

--atd CHovwn niedly eaam

10 he An expx 11 80 his appen
P ed,

"An Old Bean
‘[‘- oo”napom'rm tels m he
had rnul note  from
Charlay H.a.m |u'\ '!.nnl 1945 in
whih he wrote I.w-gln to write
inthe nineties . . ARe s NOL.SO
bad AS it seemss to us In youthfu!
dmsl  One hag lo chwuge One's
manners and Wity W Uit
;‘Imgoi condit*ors, of colrge,
"To & rhap Wi m. been used
LK Aipe

to el sndq  the
Anenn! fdt scampered on
borsedaek oy ‘he sopes of
Veruvins and i @ boat om

ol
om [
(s

Al rﬂd Bean % ho g born wuy
vark 11 the n.neteenth century s
ufe wdtan'hize aL ast over
ui our brght young moden
writer:  He retaing unimpaired
the vejiels hie Jearned tn childhoor
and has & hope and trust ynknown
to the unhanoy nit-wits «ho hiwe
%0 cleverly ‘eliminatd God from
the universe,” as some ns; has

Al these Lho
have 10 2e cazrel

t' 0 \)ulhfu!l.' vigorons
Nutiook for onc " almosy, of Patriar-
chil age” His new excureon inio
reaim . of  vounT peoples

rature shou'n prove intryest
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