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Schoolboy Magazines Behind
Popular  British Orgamzahons
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Bunter. llaﬂdk"m Harey Whirton and other |
characters that were popular in Bricatn and o
before the Necunt Worid War.
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2 magnifying gla: of Greviriars School in “The Mag-
y net” under the pen name of Frank
Bichar.s,

In “The Gem." as Martin Clif-
ford, he wrote of Tum Merry
= : Co. of Bt. Jun's. In “The Populai

Heason for this f"r-"\"‘-‘! mim- fur club s liviie  proot that he was Owen Conquest, creator of
bershipis that ~The Mognet ety s the en- a Caoadian  backwnoods  schoo
H Y ﬂl' b

Weeklv" he wrote of Nessie Hun
ter and the gitls of Highclite,
These. papers have not been re-
lication in 1940, vived since the war, bur Hamntlton
qper restric 15 #ti'! turnings out stories about
s are atill read Srevfriers and St Jim's. which an
FImembers of the vwecasionally  published  in boa
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lish putdee ~chinel h

i host ‘,[ uther st h..; 1 haracters
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lam vers and schoolmasters, as well as men in
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s eorrespouding members in Canada. Sooth Afriea, ~
Rrazil,
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Htries of] tiae world.
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Lditor, lfiscellaneous Section
Herbert Leckenhy, Telephone Exchange,
C/o Central Registry, Northern Command, York

FROM THE EDITCR'S CHAIR

Place in the Sum: Tie hed to weit 2 while for the "Leader
uegezine" earticle, but, my word, it was worth it. Three pages
in e magezine of resl clsss is no mean schievement, snd all who
helped to bring it about sre to be heartily congrstulated,
esuec:_lal}];y the everhprgsgni_iﬁn Picﬁn. The moment I gave him

e
e A et s 8 sheer dolignt, Showing vividly ss it does
the sppeel our hobby has to fellows of all ages. There wes,
however, an unfortunste error in the ceptien. The two boys erg
Tony Blundea (14) on the left, snd Ian Whitmore (15) nesrest ourn
wgrend old men", lr. A. W. Lewson (75).

I only wish we could reproduce the whele of the srticle for|
the benefit of those who didn't see it. We cen't do that, of
course, but on another psge you will see whet the editor hed to
sey in his '"Who end Why" festure. It speeks for itself,
doesn't it? And to think thet not so long ego # lot of us used
to sdmit =n interest in collecting in o shamefaced, furtive sory
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of wey. Inywey, we were pioncers in whet hes becom: th: most
publicised collecting hobby of ell.

You'll elso see from @& press-cutting clsewhere thet guite 2
lot of people in Censde will now know sbout the 0ld Boys' Book
Club. And, possibly, wefore you read this, » number of you;
thanks to the generosity of Jim Southwey, will have seen a very
interceting erticle in the South Africen "Outspan".

Verily, the sun never sets on the hobby of story paper
collecting.

bttt

Circle of Comredes: The wey in which so many spreng to the
rescue when they leerned there was the likelihood of ¢ substentia
loss on the Annual hes moved me deeply. It wes grend, end I think
I cen say the loss will just ebout be clesred, even if we have to
wipe off one or two "brd dedbts". Even in o clin like ours we
ere bound to find bleck sheep occesionslly. It isn't often I
tname" enyone (except those of the:Poynter brend), but T feel I
must mention PetricdeD' Donohue, Serport House, New Docks, Galway.
He did write ¢ congretulstory letter when he got his first C.D.,
but @8 he hesn't peid for amy copies, or for the finnuel, or even
for sn sdvert, snd ignored polite requests for o settlement, this
1ad from the Emereld Isle doesn't seem to be £ very setisfactory
customer.

Sorry for that discordsnt note.

The ballot is in e very interesting position, but ¢ large
number of voting pepers heve yet to come in. Let's have them
elong, please.

At

4 Thrill ia Store. 4s my co-editor will, no doubt, be
telling you, you will in =211 probewility have the opportunity of
heering his voice on the wircless telling of his brloved Blake.

One more score for the clan. You cen bet one who will be 211
ettentim is
Yours sincerely,

HERBERT L-CKENBY.

Leter News Flash: "Outspan" to hend. Terrific write-up on
the hobby. Three huge puges. Fine photo .L.J.Southwey serted ot
[teblc leden with Gems, Isgnets, U.Js. Lengthy extrrcts from pepers.
Ruotes from lsnmuzl end C.D's, including sdverts. - Herrty congrot,
Wim.
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Lets Itein. - Importent. - Since writing my chat I have been
informed that Patrick O'Donohue,mcntioned therein, hes not peid
for & parcel of books sent him some weeks ego, which confirms
whet I heve slreedy seid.  4ll collectors please note. - H.L.)

I MEET HARRY HARTLEY
The Story of & Plecasent .fternoon

By Herbert Leckenby

“hen I said in the December C.D. how interesting it would be
if we could find Herry Hertley, thet Boys' Lesder prize-winner |
of 45 yeers ago, I little thought thet within o few weeks I shoul
be sitting by his side et Gvensong in York Minster, end piloting
him through the Xirk lfuseum end other show places in this sneiant
city. But so it has heppened; an sstonishing story in reel
life.

-8 I told last month, thenks to Frenk Csse, Liverpool member|
of the clen, Harry Hartley wes quickly found. Then ceme the
remarkable circumstence thet he was contempleting » visit to the
O/C of & famous regiment whose office was A few yerds awey from
my own. Part of my correspondence is collected from the post-
room &% the berrecks, =nd in 1l probebility some mornings obout
the time I wes expressing thet wish to find him, letters from
Herry Hertley vould be lying adjecent to some eddressed to me in
thet very seme post-room. Can you *eat thoat?

Hewever, just efter the Februery C.D. ceught the meil I
received e letter from Mejor Hertley, (he is sn officer in the
Royel Artillery) seying he wos coming over on Februery 11th, end
bringing Frank Cose with him. ' fnd, deed on the sppointed time.
they drove up to my office. .4 few minutes later Herry Hertley
that unique competition of long sgo., 1In its esrly stages, he anf
his partner seemed quite out of it, then they begen to creep up
the tedle, reached the top for # week, fell & few places, then
ran out winners in o closc finel. Their success wes all the
more noteble seeing the partners were working so far epert, one
in Liverpocl, the other in Guernsey, wheress most of the others
lived in the seme town, sometimes in the seme house, Herry
Eertley generously gave his pertner, Nicholas de 1s ilere, the
credit for being the more sctive worker. He elso seid, with =
smile, thet towsrds the finish they were greestly holped by other
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collectors, who reslising thoy had no chence, handed their
coupons over, on condition the lucky ones sent them picture post
cerds during their tour, ¢ condition which wes faithfully kept.

That was a memereble week for Herry Hartley, for it also
found him,s scholer st Merchent Toylors School, paseing his
final exems.

He elso told Fromk and myself that the errengements for the
tour were sdmirsble. Everything went off without 2 hitch.
There was just one dissppointment. They had hoped to be
presented to President Roosevelt — the first of that namc, of
course, but 1t fell through ¢t the last moment.

Mejor Hertley added thet the memories of thet boyhood tour
hed grown rether dim, for he had scen serwice in all parts of
the world in two wars since, but the sight of those old "Boys
Lesders" hed brought it 211 beck. Ore event which had been »
great shock to him wes the deeth of his close friend, the boy
from Guernsey,a few short yesrs after their tour.

Well, I em sure #11 will ogree that it was & reel sporting
action on the part of Herry Hertley to come s11 the wey from
Liverpool meinly to talk over those peges from the pest. I was
eleo greteful to him for bringing Frenk Cese with him so that I
could thank him personally, for if it hedn't been for Frenk this
wery interesting story with its remerksble coincidence would
never have been told. And I am heppy to think that Frank told
me a8 we 8¢id good-bye thet he had greetly enjoyed his trip to
York, snd wouldn't have missed it for enything.

Mey we all three soon meet sgein.

A RARTTY FOR SilE: Boys Fricend 34 Librery, 383. ".fter Lizhts
gﬁ" o #lled from St.Jims" by Ifrriin Clifford.
1 Mertin, 93 Hillside, Lcndon, N.U/.10.
WANTED: Megnets 1928 end previous, 1/6 eech offered. Meznets 1908
;'ﬁm’mré&." Williem Jrmison, Lisnacree,
Co.Down, Nerthern Irelend. -
| CAN_ANYONE SWPPLY TITLES OF UNION JACKS (1d series) No's 218,219,
f ) ’ ] s ’ » » 341, 406, 408, 462, 463,
464, 465, 469, 478, 48B3, 495, 496, 499, 504, 508, 509, 512, 513,
581, 586, 5877 If sc, plerse send ony to Leonerd Parkmen,
27 Archdele Roed, East Dulwich, ILendon, S.E.22.
WANTED: Chums Anmusle, #11 frecm 1900-1940. hLlsc Union Jacks
end Sexton Bleke Libreries Previous 1946. Bill Mortin,
93 Hillside, London, N.7.10.




Conducted by Eerbert Leckenby

Joscphine Prclmrn, heving successfully mode her entry in
the Blrkiens scction, now mekes & debut in Hemiltonir. "The Toff!
wee one of the most prominent cherscters in St. Jims sege, ond
our ledy contributor hes mede & fine jow of his biogrephy. It
will run to about three instelments, so without further rdo I
will grecefully hend the columm over to her, leeving room for °
¢ contimuction of some of husbend Len's "Hegnet" titles. A4 busy
peir, those two.

REGINALD TALBOT (THE "TOFF")
By Josephine Packmen

Prri Cne

It is now quite ¢ long time since I begen to be #» reguler
reeder of the C.D. #nd I hrve noted thet from time to time thers
heve Been contributions by other members of our circle, in the |
form of serticles on their fevourite charescters. TWell, a few
weeks ego I thought it wes time I did the seme. TNow, I, in
coumon with quite & few other people, have two loves, the "Gem"
end the "Union Jeck", 80 I could not ot first moke up my mind
cbout which to write first.

However, thet wes done for me cs Mr. Peckmen hed rlreedy
promised iir. Bond thet I would write en erticle for his Blekirn-s
so I set to work on thet.

Before getting down to the real subject of this (shell we
say) story, I should like to tell you how I first ceme to resd
the "Gem". 'hen I wes cbout thirtcen e friend rt school wes
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given for ¢ Christmes present ¢ copy of the "Holidry mnusl" for
1922 ond, being = very kind-herrted girl who liked to shrre her
joys with others, lent mc this wonderful book - in foct, we pored
over it together for meny ¢ plessent hour.

Now, £8 81l our "Gen" frns know, the 1922 "innu=1" contezined
thet excellent story celled "To Seve his Honour", o reprint of
three of the finest of the many stories swout Regineld Teolbot,
the "Toff" of old. Those thrce yorns were in "Gems" Nos.361,362
end 363, under the titles "The Cell of the Pest", "Cest Out from
the School" snd "Loyel to the Lest".

No doubt I wes very young et the time but the struggles of
the "Toff" to retein his honour in the fece of gresrt sdversity
seemed to me to be most enthrslling, snd he consequently became
my fevourite chrrrcter.

I wes greotly intrigued by this boy who appeered to hevs hed
such ¢ drerdful pest, rnd I wrnted to know morc rbout him. TWell,
of course the first thing I did wrs to chenge over from my weekly
peper "The School Friend" to the "Gem". At thet time I could no
efford both. Ls fer s I cen remember my weekly pocket monsy
aversged 3d of moybe 44 if I wes lucky. 7ell, T did oy best ot
thet time to obtein information sbout those esrlier stories of th
npoff!", not even knowing the detes when they spperred. I even
went to the trouble of writing to the Editor of the "Gem" solicit
ing informetion, but very little wrs forthcoming.

Eowever, I continued to rerd the "Gem" end cventuelly ceme t
know gquite ¢ frir smount fbout the most prominent chersmcters, but
the "Toff" wes still my first love.

Durin: the yeers that followed, my intercst in these school
stories wes necesserily overshedowed by other retters. such as
lorrning shorthend ond typing in order to esrn my living, then
the neturel cxcitement of getting merried -nd so on, but still th
interest in the old prper wes there, if buried rether deeply.

But strengely enough my husbsnd hed also cen r keen reeder
of the "Gem" snd "lirgnet" snd verious other pepers, so we found
we hod much in common. From then on he did his best to obtrin
those old "Gems" for me rnd oventuslly was successful, so that
ef ter ¢ considersblc number of yesrs I wes ot lest able to read
the whole "Story of the Toff".

Unfortunctely these "Gems" were lost during the war, but whes
the 01d Boys' Book Club wrs sterted it ro-sweokened my interest,
end ofter mony efforts on the part of lfr. Pockmon snd some of his
very kind friend, I now possess once rgrin » complete collection
of the "Toff" stories.

i
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ilow I Tust got dewm to the rorl objuct of this litur-ry 5
«ffort, which is to tell in my own words the story of whet I think
to be the bust of Cherles Hemilton's meny fine cherecters.

ngen" Wo.334 first introduced the "Toff™, ns » very cherming
snd hendsome boy who errived ot the old school in thosc dim dis-
tant deys of ecrly summer in the yerr 1914.

He did not entor the school in the usucl memner of new boys
»ut in ¢ most unconventionzl wey. He rescued both Gussy end the
Heed from etteck by footpeds in the Rylcombe Lene, end on dis-
covering thet his young rescuer hes no home the kindly Dr.Holmes
trkes hin back to the school, and there thie boy, who gives his
neme £8 Reginald Telbot, tells the herd he hes been loft strended
by n uncle who hrd recently brought him from Austrelic.

The boy did not eppeer to be destitute, he wes well-dressed,
hed plenty of money on him end steted thet he hrd quite £ number
of velurble posscssions which could be sold,but epporently his ond
sim wes to be sble to enter the school end complete his educrtion

Tell, the good Dr.Holmes rt last decided to fcocpt this
strenge boy o8 2 scholer snd he beceme ¢ member of the Shell form
end, being clever at both lessons end geoes, quickly becrme ©
gencrel fevourite.

How, not long efter Telbot hed pettled down o series of
emezing burgleries commenced end, in the tw7o following "Gems",
Nos.335 snd 33C, entitled "Hero end Rescel" end "The Hidden Hend"
the full perfidy of the "Toff" lmown -8 R. Talbot wes revenled.

But this boy, who wes in resclity 2 most rccomplished cracks—
men, hod enother side 4o his cherocter, the good side, which,
ander the influence of the clesn wholesome 1ife £t St.Jin's, hed
begun tc stiz, end he felt bis position keenly. He no longer
bed cny desire to live ¢ double 1ife snd found it incressingly
3ifficult to continue to lie to fellows of whom he thought so rmuck.
end dresded whet Tom erry especially would think if he kmew the

tmthT'here veore only two ways out, either to giveup the profes—
tion of ¢ crocksmen or lesve St.Jia's, end the lotter course wrs
the one he did not went to take. The finel decision wes mede
efter the "Toff" discovered he had made en enemy of Levison who
hed been spying on him end felt sure thet Telbot ves in rerlity
o thief end, in his spiteful wey wes determined to "show }fj.m up".
This pert wes releted in o very fine story in "Gem" Ho.337,
"Dhe Perting of the Weys". The repentence of the "Toff" weB
finel end complete, but owing to the trouble crused by Levison he

wes still compelled to lic his wey out, due to the feet thet hf.J

hed to moet members of the old geng lote one night.
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{ Hookey "irlker rnd his prls werc not et nll plscsed when the
npofft told them he wis finished with the grng rnd hed decided to
run streight, rmd they certeinly hrd no intention of giving up
their first ider of robbing the school. However, they werc con-
tent to weit, but the "Toff" thought he hrd stopped them.

Some few deys loter, on ¢ scouting expedition, the Shell
fellows were led to the pleee where the plunder from seversl
robberies hed been hidden, snd by discovering this plunder, they
were, unknown to themselves, tble to assist the "Toff" to restore
#11l thet had been stolen since he hed been at the school. The
"Toff" now thought he would be rble to settle down snd, in time,
win ¢ scholership to meintein himself st St.Jim's, but the un-
fortuncte boy little reclised then thet the wrongdoing of the pas
had 8till to be prid for. The old geng were only writing an
opportunity to brerk into the school with or without the rid of
the "Toff", ond one night the attempt wee mede.

Howi, although the "Toff" had hoped he wes now frce of the old
geng he still had sume misgivings that they would try to entor the
school oni, during the previous night he had listened for them. |
Thus, on the night Hookey elker end his pals did rttempt to burgle
the school, the "Toff" herrd them :nd crept down to try rnd
prevent this happening.

The men were €1 work on the Heod's sefe when the "Toff™
interrupted them, but they would not be persurded to lesve the
school without their plunder.

Telbot thrertened to rouse the school if they did not go rnd,
in the end, this wes whet hc hed to do. But out of spite towerds
the boy he thought Wes now his cnemy Hookey Tizlker denounced him
to the Herd.

The unfortunete boy who hed had such & struggle with his
conscience had come to the "Perting of the Tirys" with ¢ vengeance
In order to seve the school from being rcbbed he hsd chosen the
herd-wey-of Pepentence end -denouncemont, -

The kindly Dr.Holmes, efter hcoring the whole story, thought
the Toff had been more sinned rgrinst thon sinning, but before thT

police errived to errcst Hookey "/rlker the Toff hed vrnished and
wes scen no more £t the school.

This ends the first part of the Toff's roperrence ot St.Jims

48 to whether this wes reslly et thot tim: mesnt to be the
end of the whole series I cennot sry, but no doubt due to the fret
thet the wer of 1914-1918 commenced, nd thet the very interesting
cherecters crested by "Mr.Clifford" ppesled to the rerders of the
Gen, he spperently seW Pn opportunity of mokins the "Toff" hrve |




the very dremstic "come-beck" =5 relerted in Gem 10,351, "The King's
Perdon". :

In this story it wee shown how Talbot hed gone to Germeny
efter leeving 5t.Jim's, but owing to the wer hed been compelled tg
return With the crowds of refugees then flocking to this country.

The first intimetion thet the St.Jim's juniors hed of his
return wes when Inspector Foxe of Scotland Yerd called et the
school to meke enquiries concerning the "Toff". On heering whet
Foxe hed to sey, Tom Merry :nd his pals who had remsined steunch
friends of the Toff despite the black pest, determined to find
Telbot end wern him thet the Inspector was searching for him. They
knew it wes egeinst the law but were fully determined to help the
unfortunzte boy in eny wey they could.

They met the Toff, who told them thet through the detective
he hed been compelled to be on the run egein. He hed no money
end night time found him wendering over Weylend Hesth sceking som
kind of shelter. .

Now, during his stry in Germeny Telwot hed come up sgeinst o
spy - Karl Elberfelt end, much to his surprise end constern=tion,
whilst tremping over the derkening heeth he ceme upon the Gurmen
skulking neer the reilwey line.
eppessed To 2ot subpioiousty Dok Ghe RERPLIg, I Te Y » Elberteld
troop troins prssed on thet line, suddenly reelised thet the epy
intended to blow up the wbridge with e bomb. ¥

The only thin. the "Toff" could do wes to find the detective
who he lmew wes somewhere on the heeth end enlist his help, #1-
though he knew it meant his cwn rrrest. This he did snd, whilst
the detective hendled the Germen, Telbot sezrchei snd found the
bomb which he dropped ovér the side of the bridge ¢ few scconds
before it exploded.® (gec footmote).

The Germen wes finelly overpowered but not Wefore he had
wounded the "Toff" in his sttempt to escepe W
Wr Arzilton, the Toff h~d etoned for 11 his prst sins",

When these heppenings beceme known et St.Jim's end thet
through his Wwreve ection the "Toff" hed been grented o "free
perdon", his friends' one thought wes es to how they could poss—
ibly errenge for Talbot to return to the school.

In the following story, No.332 entitled "Wor His Wsi"
ThL B En 88T oBY IR Br ool TH el S4BEE V0" BERTHES - PHlnThe
ship in recognition of his brevery.

‘' Thus Telbot re-enters the school rs & scholership boy with »y
i:rg?crtunity to work herd, live down the pest #=nd leed & new clesn
€a t




_ |pisnt 154, Rolling in Money. 155. Spoofing ilonzo. 156, The

% Footnote. For the benefit of eny sceptical younger reeders it
must be remembered thot such & thing es eserisl bombing wes still
unknown in those eerly wer deys of 1914 end such en action es is
described would heve been quite feesible. - J.P.

End of Part One

lignet Titles
1d Series

106, The Greyfriers Plot. 107, The Cezd of the Sixth.
108, Tingete's Secret. 109, The Remove to the Rescue,
110, Linley's Luck. 111, The Greyfrisrs Flight. 112, The "First"
at Greyfriers. 113, Friends or Foes. 114, Billy Bunter's
Trisls. 115, The Juniors' Enemy. 116, Billy Bunter's Vote.
117, "fan Iung Jdnor. 118, The Remove's Challenge. 119, The
Bounder of Greyfriars. 120, The Ced's Trial. 121, The First
Eleven. 122, The Remove Eight. 123, Study 1 on Tour.
124, The Thiefi 125, The Duffer of Greyfriers. 126, Herry
wherton's Peril. 127, Bob Cherry's Benefit. 128, Tun Lung's
loss. 129, Alonzo the Greet. 130, Billy Bunter, Limited!
131, Herry Therton's Century. 132, Alonzo's Plot. 133, The
Postel Order Comspirscy. 134, Todd the Terrible. 135, Ceptein|
Bob Cherry. 336, Billy Bunter's Kick-Off. 137, Only Alonzo.
138, Herry "harton's "Pro". 139, Alonzo's Little Game.
140, The Cliff House Guest. 141, The "New Firm". 142, The
Duffer's Downfell. 143, The Heed of Study 14. 144, Billy
Eunter's lldnor. 145, Coker's Cetch. 146, The Leader of the
New School. 147, The Schoolboy Traitor. 148, Bunter's Bust-up;.
149, The Heunted Islend. 150, The Yemkee Schoolboy. 151, The
@irls' School Chellenge. 152, John Bull Junior. 153, Forwerd
1

Tempter. 157, The Greyfriars Hypnotist. 158, John Bull Jr's
Weekly. . 159, The Rival Weekly. . 160, Poor 0ld Buntor!
161, Alonzo the Footbeller. 162, Wingete's Chum. 163, The
4rtful Dodger.. 164, The Greyfrisrs Clown. 165, The New Poge.
166, The Greyfriars Wheelers. 167, The Prisoner of the Priory.
168, Lost Men In! 169, The Bully's Remorse. 170, Herry
Wherton's Downfell. 171, The Greyfriesrs Tyrent. 172, The
School on Strike., 173, Driven from School. 174, 4 Schoolboy's
Honour. 175, The King's Guest. 176, Bulstrode on the Tarpath.
177, Barred by his Peo%l_e. 178, The Bully's Brother.

To be continued)




(G] P Botéd Pook Club

Tiood Green Meeting

Pebruary 19, 1950

With the coincidence of the "Leader" Magezine srticle and

the lotest meeting in Bob Cherry Thiter's ideel senctum, members

joye ther, To those members end fri
§§3° a&eerxv}: eggogb ?tgoﬁsit, this rendezvous, it is the ideal
place to hold & meeting. It is 2 typical genuine collector's
study, complets with books ond photogrephs, and it wes here that
the,now famous, Club crest was drewn and designed.

The minutes of the lest meeting were read end signed,
trecsurer's report sdopted, end & very lengthy correspondence
reed by both the secretery snd rthe cheirmen. liost of the latter

resulted from the Leesder article which was sgreed to be e fine
one despite the mistekes.

Thet energetic "springbok".Jim Southwey, has done & very
fine piece of work by having & grand article by Iric Rosenthal
printed in the Scuth Africen periodicel "Qutspen". The secratery
received & copy ot a most opporfune time end es Len Peckmen had
elso brought a copy elong, members were able to read seme. The
club's best thenke were efforded to Jim Southwey for his fine
publicity effort.

Also circulated round was & copy of lest December's
"Feathered Friends" in which was e story by Frenk Richerds and
also o photogreph of our worthy president.

L very grest ecquisition to the c¢lub is P. Podro end the
club's beet thenks are due to him for cbteining press cuttings
from nesrly £11 the newspepers end periodicals thet have published
|items of interest es regerds the hobby end the club.

Thenks to Anthony Blunden &nd Len Peckmen, erticles on the
hobby ere to sppeer in the "Hobby World", =nd all members cen
abtein this journel ot reduced rates.

The Collectors' Quiz, drewn by Bob Whiter, wes won by John
Geel, with Ien Thitmore 2nd Len Packgen deed-hesting for second
plece. A short Pictoriel Quiz wes won by Ien Thitmore end
C. Wright, with Len Packmen end Frank Keeling level in third plecg.
The club wes pleesed to welcome K. Southwood from the Rookwood
county of Hampshire. ’

The next meeting will be held on Sundey, lMerch 19th et 1
12, hshburnhem Plece, Greemvick, London, S.E.10.




httonicnce. John Gerl, C. TWellis, Ian "Thitmore, 4. Blmden,l
H. Homer, F. and W. Keeling, R. Sguthwood, W, Lawson, P, Podro,
Len, Josie snd Eleenor Packman, Hf, Merrylees, E. Reymolds, l
H. and M.A. Débb, R. Mortimer, Oljve end C. "right, F.Dunglingson,
B. and R. Whiter. . oA

Apclogies for unavoidable nom-stiendance were received from
H. Flatmen, W. Willett, Sidney Godfrey, snd Bob Blythe, the
letter being in hospitel, and members were asked to write or
visit him. "

BENJAMIN G. VHITER.

T
OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
Leeds Brench

Some progress has been made ‘towerds the formetion of e
brench st Leeds, so would anyone ‘interested vleese get in touch
as soon as possible with W. F. Sewyer, 172 Ternside Drive,
Sesoroft, Leeds? Bill is very keem, and is prepsred to put
eny smount of work into it, end ag will be seen from the following
letter, the project has Frank Richerds' blessing.

Look Out, London!

Dear lr. Sewyery .,

Thank you for your letter. ‘I em very interested to hear
thst you think of forming en 0ld Boys' Book Club in your locality,
and hope that it will be.a greet success. Best of wishes, my
dear boy, #nd best of luck to 211014 Beys concerned.

Tt is now s considersble time since the National Institute
proposed putting e Bunter Book into Breille: & proporition in
which the publisher snd I cordislly concurred. But I think thers
are probebly difficulties in the way, as the amount of meterial
| required would be very large. Still, I shall hope that the
project will come to something sodmer or leter. 5o far two —
Bunter stories have been publishediin Breille: I think T sent
you copies of them. i

Just now I am 'in the middle of & Reokwood book which will
be published in the sumer. Owen Conquest thinks it is high
time he had & furn on the typewriter.

T should like you to let me know how the 0.B.B.C. of Leeds
goes on.

VWith kind rogards,
hlways’ yours sincerely,
FRNK RICHARDS.
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POPULAR P/TERS OF THE PAST
e
4 - YBritish{Boys" (Hewnes)
By Herbert Leckenby

It is perheps 2 misnomer to cell "British Boys" & once
populer peper, for I guess very fow collectors, even the older
ones, heve heerd of it. I never hed until three of the four
volumes ceme my way e yeer or two ego. It is true it died
ghortly before my "purple period" reelly sterted, but there are
very few papers published in the tnineties I hedn't heerd of 2t
some time or other, yet ss I sey I knew not "British Boys".

It ie & curious fect that the House of Newnes, famous
publishers of "Tit-Bits" end the "Strend Megazine" nover meneged
to run e boys' weekly successfully. "The Ceptein' yes, but not
& weekly, They mede seversl attempts, but 211 hed short cercers.
Nevertheless, "British Boys" deserves o place in this series,
for there were severel interesting features sbout it.

The first number apgsered December 12th, 1836, end it_ren
just two yeers, for the sst, December Jrd, 1898, wes No.1l04.

Quite obvicusly, it wes en sttempt to cash in on the
success of the 2d. Boys' Friend which hed then been running Just
on two years. It wes printed on the seme gort of green peper,
though the pege size wes slightly smeller. This wes more than
belanced by the fact that "British Boys" geve,for & time 2%
lesst, twelve peges, egrinst the Boys' Friend's eight, end the
price wes the seme humble helfpenny.

Herc sre the contents of No.l:— Three seriels - "The
Smugglers' Terror" or "The lystery of the 01d Abbey" by Robert
Justyn Lemb; “The Ldventures of Frenk Feernought" or "The Boys
of Deneleigh College" by "Hewksley Breit", end "The
the White North" by Ceptein Horece Kingsley.

Tt is interesting to note thet "Hewksley Brett" wes ectunlly
none cther then R. S. Werren Bell, end later in"British Boys"
he wrote enother story, "The Bey in Bleck" under his resl name.

Tn sddition, in No.l there sppecred £ messfge from thet
femous ser dog Lord Cherles Beresford, e prize competition,
seversl srticles, £ short detective story, ond the editor's chety
quite good vrlue for o he'penny. l
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In Wo,2 the editor glorted over the success of MNo.l,
declering peoplc could ®e scen reeding it £11 over London, ond
that over ten tons of paper wos used in its production. He
elso edvised his reeders to cerefully preserve the first number
as it might be worth gquite & good sum some dry. Um! No.l of
the Boys' Friend or the Megnet meybe, but not, I'm sfraid,
British Boys. But of course you cem forgive =n editor for
drewing the long bow.

Sterting with No.10 the editor's chet wes 2dorned with his
picture, seated at his desk, e depper, moustached young man.
At first glenceit might have Ween Hemilton Edwerds. Evidently
Rritish Boys wetched the Boys' Friend closely.

In No.l4 there started "Jack Herkewey in the Lifeguards"
by Bracebridge Hemyng. So fer ss I kmow this story never
sppeered in book form, like most -of the other Herkeways. Inyway
it hadn't e very long run, for it finished in No.23.

No.15 sew the commencement of"Frank Footlights" by Leslie
Lewton., There was & suspicion of Henry T. Johnscn ebout this
one.

Still snother new seriel in No.l7 wes"Robin Hood end His
Merry Men" by ilfred Armitage, pen-name of 7. lurrey Greydon.

Brecewridge Hemyng ceme sgein in No.24 with'"Cecil Chumleigh
Schooldeys" or "Life et Eton". Thers wes o sequel later on,
ngeeil Chumleigh, Scotland Terd Detective".

Other scriels were "Deshing Dick Dareell" by Skipp Borlesej
wrhe Young Dismond Secekers" by E. Horcourt Burrage; "Herry
Flexmors smong the Brigends" by Robert Justyn Lembs "afloet
with Nelson" by C. H. Eden; "The Fighting Lads of Devon"
L1fred srmitege); "Vhen Shell Their Glory Frde?" (John C.Twist
nShoulder to Shoulder
King" by Brecebridge Hi .

4 festure which hed £ good run wee "Stirring Stories of the
British Regiments" by C. N. lcCluer Stevens, the well-imown
wor correspondent.

Well, quite a number of the most popul-r suthors of the day
wrote for "British Boye"; the srtists were up to stenderd for
e peper of its cless; it ren competitions with quite useful
prizes;  the srticles were interesting, end altogether there
was quite a lot for the money. - Yot it died when two yeers old.
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Cne cen imegine Femilton Edwerds weering 2 cynicel smile, 8
he wes so often to do when @ rivel died, ss the Boys' Friend
ran on end on. i

Next month, No. 5. "The Ceptein". A fine erticle by Herold Dubl.

INVITATION TO DEALERS JND COLLECTORS: Wented, parcels of
Magnets, old end new on spproval. Deposit forwsrded in advence
if required (to C.D. subscribers). Unretained copies,
remittence end postege returned promptly. J. Welsh, 345 Stenley
Roed, Kirkdele, Liverpool, 20.

LLNTED: L4l11 back mumbers of Collectors' Digest. Also Anmuals.
Fill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Perk, London, N.U.10.

WANTED: Schoolboys' Own Libreries festuring Greyfrirrs, 1/6
to 3/- each offered eccording to sge. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillsidey
Stonebridge Park, London, N.W.10.

20 Bunter end Tom Merry Books for sele helf originel price.
Bill Martin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Pork, Londen, 1i.%.10.

L.NTED: Boys of Englend, Vols. 26,31,32,37,59,61. Boys Comic,
Vols.9, 11, 28, sll after 30. Young lMen of Greet Britein,
Vols. 30, 39, 41 end Hos.52 to end new series. L. . Lewson,
13 Cherles Square, Hoxton, London, N.l.

FOR DISPOSAL. WNelson Lees (014 Series), Nos.356, 364, 367, 369,
701, 415, 416, 420, 421, 431, 438, 439, 474, 475, 478, 483, 484,
485, 491, 501, 505, 507. - The dotes from Lpril lst 1922 to
Fedbruery 21st 1925. 162,

LLNTED: Schoolboys Own Libreries. Nos. 39, 90, 161,/392, 393, 3
394. - Some of these ere very old end I reslise mey be difficult
| o obtain. B, D, Holts, Vesturgets, 11, Reykjevik, Icelend.

nCAPTAINS" WARTED, for sele,or exchenge, Other O. B. Books
sometimes eveilable. Lerge, 42 Blendford Road, Reeding, Berks.
WANTED to exchange lerge number of Sexton Blake Libreries.
“het heve you? Henry J. H. Bartlett, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge,
Bridport, Dorset.

V_NTED URGENTI¥: Your price peid. Gems, 819, 878, 879, 94h.
Cen eny fellow collector cblige? Leonerd peckmpen, 27 Archdele
Roed, Esst Dulwich, London, S.E.22.




LETTER

e

OQur Hobby -nd Others

27, irchdsle Tond, §.E.22.

I recently hed my sttention drewn to sn oxecellent publication
entitled "The Hobby Torld" in which sn srticle on 014 Boys' Zooks
appeered. I therefore wrote tc the publisher for o specimen
copy which I promptly received. Heving perused this thoro 'y,
I have come to the conclusion thes it is excellent velue for
money . .

Tihilst it is true thet it ceters for ell sorts of hobbies,
the srticles ere all first-cless end ere of greet interest. The
faet thet erticles on our hobby will be = reguler feature is
something that should not be overlcoked by our elenm.

This monthly megezine, somcwhat ebout the siz. smd type of
the Collector's Miscelleny, hes some 20 to 24 poges ot the low
cost of Td per issus, i... /- for e yerr's subscription (post
free)s Members of the 0,B.E. Club will be int.rested to know

that they receive 257 discount, & yerr's subscription being 5/3.
I heve elready sent my yeer's subscription end I strongly advise
21l collectors to do the seme.
The neme 2nd eddress of the publisher is es follows:
ir. E. Normen, 54,Flliott Road, London, W.4.
LE0NRD PACKMAN.
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He bogs to Differl
The Novocastrien Story
Peper Ccllectors' CIi
178 Merie Street,
Benwell,
Deer Editor, Newcastle-on-Tyme 4
In his Blake Monogreph in the "innmuel" Mr. Homer regrrds thd
"Hotspur" as sc much muck. I cen essure him that the stories
are written with & higher degree of technicel skill then meny of
our former fevourites. Plesse don't misunderstend. I cen enjoy
the old teles becsuse of their undoubted leisurely flavour plus
their strong cherecterisetion. I think both IMr. Hemilton end
ur. Brooks will support the claim thet modern stories have to
conform tc & very high stenderd. The modern editor buys stuff
like "The Iron Teacher" beceuse modern boys went such stories.
Yours sinccrely,
JACK COOK.
(well. there's subject for controversy here smywey. — H.L.)

Do You Remember indrew. HomeT
3T vory Teksilinds

Jerr Bddtew, sirminghem 30.

suzely I am not the only person who has rerd the school
gtories of Andrew Home and who plages them high in the genre?
They were published tcwerds the end of lest snd in the esrly perf
of this century by Nelson, W. & R. Chembers, ond L. & C. Black,
end included "The Fellow Who Won" - my fevourite and the only cn
I actuslly possess. The others, including "Well Played!",
"Erevo, Bobi™, "The Stoxry of & Sehocl Conspirecy” snd meny otherg
I borrowed and borrowed sgein in boyhood end sdolescence from
the locel Public Librery. But twenty yeers hes feiled to intro
duce to me s single fellow-lover of Home, or even afyome Who hes

ever heard of him.

Ton't someone tell me they clso cherish indrew Home in e
corner of their bockesse? That reelly they prefer him to Tom
Brown, “The Fifth Form 8% St Dominic's", end "Eric". ind thet
1 wil ;O Tea with the de: t oyment s long
aﬂchcoi—g‘iaq m%}*ﬂﬂugﬂ eavy on!%g Snd

Yours sincerely,
ROGER THOMAS.
P.S. I would be willing to purchese eny remeining copies of his
works from enyone foolish emough to went tc sell them.




The Nelson Jee Column

/11 queries ond suggestions to Nicbert Blythe,
46, Carleton Roed, Hollowsy, London. W.T.

(Note.— Not only Nelson Lée devotees, but rll readers of the C.D.
will be scrry to hear thet Zob Blythe is ot present in hospital,
having undergone en operation. They will be pleased to hear that
sbout the time he was undergoining his ordeel, his first-born wes
coming inte the wordd. Mother ond son ere doing well. Congretu-
lations to mother end fether, end mey you scon be home, Bob, to
nurse your offspring.

Hcrnwhile, Jack Tocd hes helped to fill the bresch with en
interesting erticle. - H.L.,

NOT SO USELESS EUSTACE!
(ith epologies to the Deily Mirror)
J

By Jack Hool

Bustece is o neme whicha does mot elweys suggest the brightes
of cherecters. The reeder instinctively regerds the besrer of
the neme o8 someone who is likely to be somewhet "dim" ot best, orf
et worst someone with the outlook on 1life of the villein of old-
time melcdreme.
Over the yeers Edwy Seerles Brooks hes given us four
lEusteces, so far es I have been sble to determine.
Eerliest of them wee Bustecc Cevendish. Unfortunately, I
possess nc stories in which he figures, but "from informotion
received", ms the lew weuld put it, I gether thet he wes 2 Union
WWWMMW
tom "type" of gentlemsn erock, ¢wing some kinship to the notorioyl
IReffles, or the equally femous Toff. He does not, however, scem
to heve possessed the more endearing quelities of Brooks's later
creetions, Rupert Teldo and Normen Conguest. Eustrce msde ‘some
ppeerances in the eerly Nelson Lees.

Next to cppeer in the pages of the Nelscn Lee Librery we

tace Cerey, ccusin of Relph Lesliz Fullwood, the reformed Knut
of the Remove. Cerey wes en Oxford undergreduste who fled from
the police to avoid & mensleughter cherge end, kidnepping Stenley

4

levering, @ new Ecet House senior, coeme to St. Frenks o8
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Clevering. L therough rescel, Carey forced Tullw.od to teke rll
kinds of risks to help him keep his secret, but finelly retribu-
tion overtook him end he left St.Frenks in disgrsce. He did,
however, find thet his feers of police sction were totelly un-
founded. The full story is in 014 Series 537 tc 541.

Third Fustece tc come on the scenc echieved cnly pessing
notcriety. He wes o River House junior, Eustace Grell. Bocrus
of his friendship with Merrell end Morriott, he wes impliceted 111
theft of certein erticles during en ice cormivel ot St.Frenk's.
He wea, however, under the domineticn of & Bemnington bookmeker.
Grell wes expelled es p result of his part in the proccedings.
Grell wee o big, hulkdng youth of sbout sixteen, his eyes were
shifty, his fece was mottled end he possessed e receding chin..
He eppeered in lst New Series, Fc.95, which contimued the story
begun in the previous number.

The sege of Bustece comes tc +n end with Eustece Cerrcll,
son of Mortimer Cerroll. 1In 2nd New Series Nos.6l to 63,
Eustece, ¢ dandy, newcomer tc the Hemove end pel of Forrest and
compeny, tried with his father to esteblish rights to the title
of Eerl of Edgemcre end Viscount Bellton. Fortunstely right
preveiled, es elweys, end the Cemedirn rencher end his scn
"Skeeta" were confirmed in their cleim to the title. .

Sc thet, teking it £11 round, cur four Eusteces were nct ¢
perticularly likesble lot. But the neme hed its uses,
syncnymous with rascality znd ocunning.

Mortimer, too, wes e neme fevoured by Edwy Seerles Brocks,
Apert from the Mortimer Cerroll just referred to, I wonder how
meny reeders recell thet Williem Nepcleon Browne's frther wes
originelly cnlled Sir Kortimer Browne — leter chened to
Sir Rufus?

So fer €8 I know no other Mortimers crcpped up in the
Nelson Lee yarns - es8 I heve not ¢ complete set I'm open to

tion—but—es—Berkel o Np—R- X blo—the—i:

Ty but ¥ Grey Mr. Brooks the irre—

premsible Normen Conquest to give Mr. Mortimer the jitters.
Then Whitelends end Testchester medetheir sppeerence in the
Schoolboys' Pocket Librery with reprints of St.Frenks stories
by Regineld Browne end Edwwerd Thornton, o Mr.lrtimer wes
housemsster et eech school.
Nu doubt cther suthors, toe, heve their fevourite names.
I seem to remember thet Velentine turned up guite frequently es
Christien neme or surneme in the Frank Richerds stories of the
chums of Greyfriars. .
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Just as we were guing to press we received the following
letter end coples of the two Iynwood stories. The firet, "Chums
of Lynwood", is ebout the size of the 0ld "Thriller" snd
"Detective Teekly", end cunsists of 16 pages, front page printed
in red end bleck, with lerge illustretion. Price is 3d.

"The Fourth Form et Iynwcod" is hendy pocket size, ebout 5" x 4",
and cerries 50 peges in addition to picture cover in orenge and
black. Beth ere very nicely printed in good eclesr type, end sre
reglly jclly fine vrlue fur the money. The publishers will be
plefsed to deel with orders direct if you can't find them in
your locel booksellers, sc if you went to edd to your Richerds
lore-we strongly advise you to securs them without delay.

J.B. Publicetions Ltd.
1180a, Chester Rd., Stratford,
Nr. Menchester.
Herbert Leckenby, Esg., 21st February 1950.
Deer Sir,
Mr. Frenk Richards hes recently sent me & copy of the
"Ccllectors Digest", which I found most interesting.
lr.Richards has written & mumber of stories for us snd
the first tc be published is the enclosed "Chums of Lynweod", end
we wonder if ycu would be good encugh to mention this new work of
Mr.Richards in the next issue of your "Digest".
Tithin the next few deys I shell be sending you = copy
of & bocklet entitled "Fourth Form At Iynwocd"; this is elsc by
Mr.Richerds ond perhops you would give this e mention elso.
Yours frithfully,
p-p. J.E.Publications Ltd. D.J.ALLEN.
P.S. Fourth foerm ot Lynwood just tc hend.

Dces anyone Know
Ties "The Sceialist Girl"™ ever published, end if so, is there 2

copy still in existence?

It hes been suggested by Mr. H. W. Fennell thet we run 2 column
esking for informeticn like this, with. we hope, the enswer from
scme expert the following month. This perticuler query is his.
Cen enyone oblige?

Cherles Hrmilton wes writing serdels in 1900! See Anril C.D.




All lette manyseripts, ete to be nddressed to the
Tditor of kiene Section:- 11,...Bond, 10, Brw ien,

Rhivbina, Cardiff.

THE ROUND TABLE - I1IARCH 1950.

I wonder if the latest issue of the Sexton Blake
Library (io. 216 Third Series) heralds a new series of
“character" stories? ¥or the first time since 1945
when Stantonr Hope reintroduced his two "rogegiest  Harmon
and O'Flymn (iio. 1G3 Third Series) we are treated to a
new case in vhich Blake meets old friends. Regular
readers of the Librory will probably have apislauded John
Humter for bringing Gaptain Dack to the fore again, and
indeed it is good to meet him, together vith Sam Tench
and Abe (unson. John Hurter has never writtien anyihing
to come up to his Dack stories and I only hope that his
future work will again bring the redoubtable Captain to
the fore, ond may his exemple inspire othor Blake suthors
to reintroduco some of the old choracters. ii. Levis
Jackson = vhat about a new Leon Kestrel adventure? ir,
Rex Herdinge - how about giving us a glimpse of dear old
Lobangu cgnine And the retwn of Warwick Jardine could
easily be accompanied by the reappearance of Ted Flanaghane
And once again mey T zsk Anthony Par-ons to consider some
of tho late G.He Tcood's wonderful chnracters?
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The Round Tcble {gon’timlod),

As usual at this time of the year I have becn going
through the storios that were published during the last 12
momths. It is Aninterosting to note that, for the first
time since the beginuing of the war our old friond Anthony
Porsons has been beatens Yes, his output of five stories
for 1949 wms excceded by Rex Hardinge. Rex gave us Six.
This brings a long absent friend right to the top of the
Sexton Blcoke tree. But personally I feel that there is o
gameness about Rex's work that leaves a lot to be desired.
As I suggested on the previous pages he should give his
yarns a stimdus by reimtroducing some of the pre-war char-
acterss The recent reiscue and success of the Edgar Vallace
“Sanders of the River! seriss prove that adventure and crime
mixed is still very popular. fir. Richard Lesely and the
formidable Lobengu could stur our hearts againe  Hovover,
I =m vandering from my point. llext to Parons with five
stories, comeg Tmlter Tyror and John Drummond with fouxr
apiece. Lewis Jockson gove us three, and Gilbert Choster
end Varvick Jurdine one ooche I hope the lack of matorial
fram old friend Chester doos not woan that he is giving up
writing for the Bloke ficld. 1949 vns a yocar of "old
frionda" for not onc now zuthor came out of the hat. It
is = pity really for I think toc wmany from onc or tvo writerd
rather makes for "staleness"es What do YOU think?

Checrio for now.

BLAKE'S TFIRST CASE.
by
Talter Webba
Don't liss this intercsting nev srticle
vhich is soon to be followed by vhat we

might cell a sequel "Whiing His Spurs".

7E ARD STILL IN NE.D OF CONTRIBUTIONS. 3BND YOURS ALOHGIL’




e o oud fto prosaat
TS Betili0m now frtielo
in vhieh you vill meoct
sorte of tho best loved
Sexton Blako characters
of all time, thos vhom wo
ere mony hours of supcrd
entertoimont. The late
John Ge Drandon vill leong
bo remcmbered for his
stories about:~
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'% THE HONOURABIE 1R. PURVALE & CO. B
8 recallod by our star writer TILLIAM GOLCOLEE g
g with illustrations by TILFRED DARTIN. @
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Tho socond sorics of tho Sexton Blake Library was not
very fortile in the inmtredueing of new charactors vho formed
o permanont niche in tho nomorics of Blake recdors. n
oxeeption 'me in tho storics of John Ce Brandon, ho intro-
duced o vhele fanily of new charactors.

The nost prominent of these s Thoe Honourable Ronald
Sturges Verckor Purvale, bettor knowm to his fricnds an
othors as ReSaVePa An oristoerat born and brod, masbor of
one of the most prominent fomilics in the country, both

soeially end pelitieelly+ —He hod o love for o oiilors 1ifo
in it's roughor uspocets, nover so honny as vhen sorving in
tho stoko-hole of dome "floa bitton" old tramp stcamer, or
aloft on onc of the remeining roliecs of the nge of sail.
Purvale had the unhapny knack of getting involved in
murder casos of a rore sonsationnl kind, vith hinsclf ns tho
principal suspoct. It is in this aspoct thot he appeorod
in his firegt Bloko story (S.B.L. 2nd scrics llos 365) called
"Tho Survivors Socret". liover contemt to acccept such as
situption with resignstion, his offorts at "bocotling cbout®
to usc'his owm phrasc, had a devastoting offcet on all com—

“ECTTIOd.
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Tho Honourable Lre Purvale & Go (continued)s

TIn thosc casos in :hiek he becanc involved none folt
norc conceorncd than thot vorthy pillar of tho C.I.D. How
Sotland Yord, Dotcctive Inspoetor Coutts. The apnecarance
of Purvale on the scone of a orino Coutts wms invostigabing,
vith his cheorful grin, brokcn nose and cauliflower ocar,

a glittoring nonocle stuck in tho loft xge of a pair of
norry blue cyos, had the offoct of a rod rag to o bull on
the stolid Inspoctor. Only the inmtorvontion of Sexton
Blgko and his gosd humour plus tho oqually good humour and
lack of any sort of nalicc in Purvalo's nako up proventod
Coutts from doing harm to his officinl carcor.

Assistancc in his "boghling about™ offorts ca,o from
his valot "Flash" Goorge Vibley and taximon ®#Bigh" Bill
withors. Both these characters first appoarod in tho S.B.Le
Nos 411 (socond sorics) "The Tragedy of the West End ictress®

Goorge 7ibloy had boenone of the finost cracksuon of
his day and it had boon said: of hin that he could nako a
gafe do anything but sing hyrms. Ho applicd for the job of
Purvale's valet with thc finest sct of forged rcforonecce
anyono could producc. Confrobtod vith this fact, ho condid-
ly adnittod having beon a c}:qk end that he had served norc
than ono torn of imprisomicre. A1l that vms done vith, hevover,
and if lr. Purvalc carcd to kécp hin he would not wmnt a
rnoro honost or hard vorking servanmt, if not hc wns quite
prepared to deport ot onec.  llis fronkness apponlod to the
hard bitton Purvale and ¢ kopt himz, a doeision ho nover
regrotted, for TAbley sorved hin well, both as a velet and
in assisting tor ecover jovellory stolen frou ReS.VeP's
relotions ot various times, notably thosc of his grand=-

nother, the Downger Duchiess of Foulkside, Tidbley vas also
a groat help in the solving of a numbor of tricky casose.

Like Tibloy, Withers had suffored the slings of out=
ragoous fortune, being, ot enc tirno, an unsuccessful burdlar
doing a "strotch" for sane. How he obtained his taxi was
gonething of a rystery, a mystery Purvale and The linn Fron
Dakor “troct could have sdlved, had thoy bocn se inclined.
Hlevor so hapny as vhon involvad in a fightt , ho would follow
nis numbor one petrom into any adventuro. Tithers was of a
gize which niade the big franed ReS«.VePe look of vory crd:?.nary
proportions, and was alsc the preud possossor of o cauliflowgr
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Tho Honourablo iirs Purvalo & Go (conbinuod),
gor and brokon noso. His favourite weapon wns an outsize
in spannors and irith this vocpon s proPm.rud to tako on all
coriers from Chinks and racce-course "boys" to auerican
gurmon. ' B
Purvale's bost friend wne Lord iombaguo Chanvnys, ox
RedeFe cce of the first vorld war, nov an oxtranely olthy
young men vith nothing to do and far too rueh tino to do it
in. His ottenpts to find an putlet for his onorgios managsd
to land both Purvale and hinsolf in tho nost hair roising
cdvertures, o backed a Vosht Bnd play, only for the docding
lady to be mmwrdered on it o the opening night, ad
Purvale to be hunted .- S My the police for
the crimo. The 1l story is
t0ld in S.B.La / fles 433, 2nd
scries, "1Iur:‘.c?/ 0n the stogus
I

To halp an ol RefieT’e coll-
oaguo Chonvmy ./ purchazod
an old es’t:.b-_,’ lighod 'toe
arency,only | to have it
broken into ! overy othor
night and a | nan to be
rurdered in | the ajeney
offices. Thi: sceurred in
Murder On the durth Iloor!
1i2s 521 Sccond \ Sericse

Turvole's WY fathor wne
Viecownt Zhdale, oa | PuRVALE pillar of proeQumr
Govormiomts in his g A capieity of Foroigm
Cinistor, and scveral ,_‘_""—'/ti:zcz tade usc of his
son's love of adventuro in sartico of tho Govormiont,, usually
in co-operation vith Sexton Blike.

Tho Iast, but not tho lonst, of this group of choractors
is thot Croot Vietorinn Lady, The Dowmger “uchess of Ffoulk
sile, LeS.VaP's grandnothor, viesc affec.iof and aporoval of
his unorthodox monner of living dponcst his nore "rospeetabl on
and conservetive rolefions.

John G, Drandon, tho croztor of those characters ms o
extroncly prolifie author, for in rdlition to his mmerous
Bloko stories he wrote = lot for the "Thrilloer", for which ha
crected the character of "letcabive Insncctor LicCr thy.

I}



Hone of his Bloke storfi
the begt possibly being "Th
of nurder in this, "The Chy
Heavy Weight chatipion of
ring as-thot in vhich he vwo

- Ercndon had o fondnos

& e particulorly outst-mdmg
s Degger™ an ingenious foru
'Qﬁahip Crizo® in vhick the
nd is found dead in the sane
s'hitles

far Baking his crocks Chinks or
Ttaliang with a fow Ftolionwgmerdeans thrown in, and sctting
his erines in high society.{: His  plots vere very looscly
constructed, as he iz scid fi hate had tho habit of falling
asleop vhile lictating o stodyy perhans this is not te be
wondored ate HAN
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A POLOGY, ~

The preniscd Udls
be lef‘t out this
lexgth of our fﬂ"
howevor, apdear’
;AHe 1926 titles. %"

ftlcs for 1927 have had to
h oving to the oxtra

o crtiele.  Thoy vill,
‘nonth togethor vith

Detailod lists of‘?hird scries titlos for the
yoofs 1941 to 1'34‘-9 re nows available fron
Blckiana headq 3. Pleage lot us know
the years you_:n-a srestcn in to aveid the
Se. PEnclose stanped . |

“addressad ouv&lol?_ ensel

0wing, to delay in ég;ivery of envelopes, we
regret that we have ha&#o fall back on wrappers

1 i
againdn most cases. (H':I.
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