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FROM THE EDITOR' S CHAIR 

I 
Pl ace in the Sun : ':'ie had to wait o while for the "Leeder 

::.egazine " a rticle, but , 11\Y word, it was worth it. Three pa gee 
in B magEzi ne of r eal class is no mean achie vement, Etnd all who 

+helped to bring it about are to be he artily congretul a ted, 
especia lly th e eve r pr esent Len Pac kmsn . The moment I gave 

tb.Ll.4Re h:h ;;~~ ~s t~e s~~~r 1mi;hi~Tri~!ng-vtvtd1.1 as 1 t d 
the appea l our hobby hes to fell ows of all ages . The re wee, 
howeve r, en unf ortun,,te error in the cept ien. Tbe two boys e 
Tony Blun den ( 14 ) on th e l ef t, end I an \'lhitmore (15) n earest 
"gr and old man" , Mr. A. TI. Lewaon (75). 

I only wish we coul d reproduce th e whele of the article fo 
the ben efit of thos e ,:ho didn't se e it. We c en•t do that, of 
cours e , but on anoth er p age you will s ee whet th e editor h ed to 
s~y in hi e ' 'Who end~· f ea ture. It epe eka for its elf, 
do esn • t it? And t o think tha t not so long ego • l o t of us us 
to edmit Fn int ere st in collecting in e shem ef eced, furtiv e so 
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of wry. .!tny wey , we wer E pion oe::er s in whPt hos beco!:l\al th ~ most 
pub l icised coll ecting hobby of olL 

You• 11 also se e frOJ:l a press-cutting e l sewher e th c t quite e 
lot of t>eople in Conede will now lq,ow about t he Old Boys I Book 
Club. 1,.nd, possib],y, • efo r e you read this , " number of you; 
thanks to the generosity of Jim Southv:sy, rill hava s een a very 
inter esting a rticl e in th o South Afric on "Outsp en" . 

Verily , the sun n ever s et s on th e hobby of story pape r 
collecting. 

++tt++ 

Circ le of Comredes , The wi,y in v.hich so many sp r ang to the 
r escu e when they l ea rned th er e wee the likelihood of r sub stontia 
los s on t he .\Jlnusl has moved me deeply. It WPS grend , md I think 
I ca n sey th e loss will j u st ebout be cleared, even if we have to 
wipe off one or two "bed debts ". Even in o cl ~n lik e ours we 
er e bound to find blrck sh ee p occ esion e lly. It i sn • t ofte n I 
"n ama" anyon e (except thos e of th e·P oynt er brend} , but I f ee l I 
must mention Petr idt ~_f'' Donohu e , See port House, New Docks, Galway . 
He did writ e r congret ul eto ry l e tter v:hen he got his first C .D . , 
but as he hesn ' t pe i d for eey copies, or for th € !umUlll , or even 
for an edvert, and :4!nor ed polit e raquests for e settl ement , th is 
l ad from t he Emer e ld Isle doesn't s eem to be e very set i sf ectory 
customer. 

Sorry for that di scordmt not e. 
Th a ba ll ot i s in e very interesting position, but e l org e 

number of voting papers h eve y e t to co r.ie in . Let • s hav e them 
el ong, pl er.se. 

++++++ 

I , Thrlll i:l Sto r o. :.s ~ co - editor will, no -l.oubt , be 
t ell ing you , you m.11 in a ll probe o ility h"lve the opportunity of 
heering his voice on th e wi r ~loss t e lling of his bd ovad Bl ake. 
One mor e sco re or e clan. You ct1n o one who wi l l be e ll 
atten th n is 

Yours einc ore ly, 

HERBERT L'l:KENBY • I 
!Rt c r News Flash: ttQutapPn" to hr,nd . Terrific writ e -up on 

th e hobby . Threo huge p~gea. Fin e photo I, .J .Southwry se ~ted ~t 
t~bl a led en with Gems, Megn eta, U .Ja. Lengthy extr acts frol!l pep er a . 
uot es from ~Yll'lUEl and C.D's , in clu di ng Fdv ert s . - Ro~r ty congr at s, 
~ J 
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L<tu It om. - Impor t ant. - Sinc e writing ey che t I hev e b een 
inform ed th at Patrick O' Donohue , montioned th er e in , hoe not pe id 
f or a par cel of books s en t him some weeks ago, which confirms 
whrt I hev e e lr eedy said. il l collectors pl ea s e note. - H.L .) 

I MEUl' H 'IRRY HARTLEY 

The Story of a P l ea sent ..ft emoon 

By Herb ert Leckenby 

' •hen I s aid in the December C .D. how int e resting it wouJ.d b e, 
if wa could find Harry Bertley, tha t Boys • Leader priz e- winn er 
of 4 5 y ears ago, I li ttlo th ought t hat m thin " few weeks I s houl 
b e sitting by his side ot Evensong in York J.\!inst er, and pil oting 
him through the Kirk : :useum end oth er s how pl aces in this enci ant 
city. But so it hos happ ened; an as t oni shing story i n r ee l 
life • 

• Jl I to ld l ast month, th anks to Fr ank Cesa , Liverpool l!lelllber 
of th e cl en, Harry Her tley wes quickly found. Thon o eme th e 
r emar kable c ir cumstance that he was cont empla ting a visit to th e 
o/c of a f amous r egiment whose .offic e wee ~ fe w yards away from 
'I1Y ovm. Part of "lY corr eRpondenoe is coll ec t ed from tho post­
roo m e t th e ba rr eo ks, end i n e ll p rob ebili ty some mornings obout 
the tim e I wee exp r essing t ha t wish to find him, l etters from 
Horry Her t ley v,oul d be lying sdj ece nt to some addreee ed to me in 
tl"1t very sam~ post- roo m. Can you , ea t thot? 

Hcwover, just aft er th e February C .D. ceug ht t he meil I 
rece iv ed e l e tt er fro m if.f'j or Hertley, {he is on offic er in the 
Royel Artill ery) saying he .. os cocing over on February 11th, end 
bri nging Fr cnk Case wi th him . ' .and , deed on th e appointed t in e . 
they drove up to qy office. A few minu tes la t er Herry Hartley 

~ ""' "~ --the-pegee-of--the-B O)'B-'--l,eeder-gi-rlng-tbe--p, roo:r< ,e-er-c,r-1 
that uniqu e compet iti on of l ong ego. In its ee rl,y s ta ges , · he a 
his p artn er aee:ned quite out of it, then they beg an to cr ee p up 
th e t eo le, r eech ~d th e top for a week, f e ll ~ f ew pl &ces; th en 
ran out winner s in e clo se fin vl. Their succ ess •lie Elll th o 
more notti il e s ee ing the partn ers were working so f ar epe rt, one 
in Liv erp ool, th e, o the r in Gue;msey, whor ees :nost of the oth er s 
liv ed in the s ece t own, so:netim es in th e sece house. Herry 
l!ertley gen erously gave his pertn er, Ni cho l as de l a 1ler e , th e 
cr edit for being th o mor e nctiv e work er. He a ls o se id, wi th e 
smile, thet t ow•rds t he finish t hey wer e gr ea t ly helped by oth er 



coll&Ctors, who r e, li s ing t hey !lad no che nc a , hnnd ad th eir 
coupom over, on condition th e lucky on es sent th em picture post 
cards during th eir tour , , condition which wee f a ithfully kept. 

Th.et wee A memtirebl o w~ek for Herry Hartl ey, for it also 
found him,• scholar e t Merchant Taylors School, passing his 
f"inal exema. 

Bo elso told Fr ank and II1Yso li' th at th e errPng ements for th e 
tour wer e admirabl e . Everything went off w1 thout e hitch. 
There ...,,. Just on e diBE'ppointment ,. They had hoped to be 
pr caented to President Roos ev elt .- the first of th at name, of 
course, but it t e ll through , t ti$ last moment. 

Major Bartley added that the . memories of th a t boyhood tour 
had grown rather dim, for h e had s een s ~rlic e in a ll parts of 
the world in two wars since, but the sight of those old "Boys 
Leaders" had bro"8ht it e ll back. Or>e ev ent winch had been e 
great shock tc him wes the dea th of his clos e fri end, the boy 
from Guernsey, a few short yea rs nfter their tour. 

'Jell, I em sur e ell will agre e t ha t it wss a r eel sporting 
eotion on the part of Herry Hnr t ley to come a ll the wey fran 
Liverpool llll'inl:, tc t a lk ove r those p eges from the pest. I was 
eleo gr,,teful to him for bringing Fr ank C• se w1 th him eo thet I 
could thank him -person ally, for if it hedn 1 t been for Frank this 
TT>Zif interesting story with its reiµerkebl a coincidence would 
never he't'e been told. And I am heppy to think that Frank told 
me ae we e aid good-eye that he had greetly enjoyed his trip to 
York, end wouldn't have miss ed it for en.ything. 
__ 1!~11 thr ee soon meet again. 

A. RiJUTY FOR S.lLE: Beys F:rfo nd 3d Libr ery, 363. ".:.fter Li ,;hts 

gy}i ~~gi:•M9)hf~~d:!·i2:~n~l ~'?J5~ Clifford. 

"1AITED1 l!eE11eto 1926 Pnd pr evi ous, 1/ 6 eech off er ed. l!l>gnete 1908,,_ _ 
~ .J.7.J. -.Jf ,,- 't:fc-~lrcrf'f"Q~ illi rm Jfini son, Li~cree, 
Co.D vwn, Northern Irel and. . 
C.MN ..\.NYORE SUPPII! TITUS OF UNION Jt.cllS (ld series) No 's 21 6 ,219, m.w.m.~.m.m.m~™·w.~ .•. ~.w. 
464, 465, 469, 476, 483, 495, 1\96, 499, 504, 508, 509, 512, 513, 
581, 586, 587? If so , pl oese so¢ en:, t o Leonerd PerlonPn, 
27 Archdele Rued, East Dulwich, r, ,ndon, S.E.22. 
WMl'l'Elh ChWD8 Annuals, • 11 frcm 1900-1940. hla ,:, Uni on J ecks 
eiid'se:.:t on Blek o Libr e riee Previ ous 1946. Bill Martin, 
93 Hillside, Lendo n, N.'.7.1 0 . 
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Jos ephin e l't ckmrn , h · ving successfully m,,de her entry in 
th~ Blrkiena section, now makes s debut in Hr:!!iltoni e . "Th e Toff 
we s onE. of th ,., most promine,nt chcroctars in St. Jil:le s £1ga, !1.nd 
our l€dy cont r ibutor hes mede • fin e j oo of his biogr aphy . It 
will run to obout t hr ee instelmen te, so witho u t further ado I 
will grecef ul ly hrnd th e column ovor to her , leaving room for 
r contimwtion of so:oe of husbe nd Len• s "MPgnet " titles. A busy 
peir , those two . 

Rmllll.LD T:..LBor ( THE "TOFF") 
By J osophin e Pec l<IIwn 

Prrt OnEt 

It i s now quit e , long time si nc e I begen to be e r egul , r 
r ur der of the C .D. end I hrve noted th a t f r om t i:oe to time th er e 

een ont but· b 
form of arti cl es on th e i r f evouri t e chsrscters. \'lell, a few 
weeks ago I thoug ht it wee timo I did the semi, . Nol\', I, in 
common with quite o few other .people , h11ve two l oves, the "Gem" 
end th e "Union J r ck " , so I coul d not et ·first lll8ka up a:, mind 
cbou t which t o writ e first . 

Howevvr , tha t v:rs done for me: cs Mr. Pr ckmPn hrd rlr eBdy 
promis ed Mr . Bond t he t I would write en erti cle for his Bl ~ki rn, 

so I ;:Io;~ :rti: l~~ • to th e r ea l subject of this ( she ll we 
sa y ) sto :cy, I should lik e t o t e ll you how I fi r st ceme to r er d 
the 11Gom11

• 1:'fne::n I WE B cbout thirt een E' fri end £'It school W fls 
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Jgive n fe r r Christm fls pr "-se:nt P copy of th e "Holid "y :ut.'lUt'l" f or 
1922 end , bei ng O v ery kind- her rted girl who likcl to sh •r e hor 
joys wi th othe rs, lent me this wonderful book - in f ret , we pored 
over it t oget her t'or llll'r>y r pl e rse nt hour . 

No.,, E'S r,11 our "Gem" f tins know, the 1922 "lillnuel 11 cont ain ed 
t ht t exce llent st ory ce ll ed "To Seve his Honour'', • r eprint of 
thre e of th o fin es t of th e meny stori es ooout Regirw ld Tal bot, 
t ho "Tof f" of old, Thoso thr oe yams were in "Gome" Nos. 361 , 362 
end 363 , under th e titl es "The Call of t he Past " , "Cas t Out from 
th e School" t nd "Loyel to th e Le.st". 

No doubt I wee very young e t the tim e but th e strug gl es of 
th e "Toff" to retrin h is honour in th o f ece of gr e, t edver s i ty 
see med to me to be I:10st enthr all i ng, ond he consequ ent ly becruoe 
aq f evourit e chFr ect or , 

I wee gr ee tly i ntrl€uee by this boy who eppeered to hrv e hed 
such e dre edful. pes t, end I 1'"rnt ed t o know mor e r bout hi l!!, "fell, 
of course th e first thing I di d wee to change over f ro m l!\Y weekly 
pf.per "The School Fri end" to th e "Oel!l.11 • d.t t hPt t i r.:ie I cou ld no 
efford both. J.s f e r r s I c, n r emem'oer l!\Y weekly pock et "10ney 
av eroge d 3d of cwybe 4:i if I wcs lu cky , ':1~11, I did cy b est e t 
th r t tim e to obt t in inform oti 0n ebout thos e eerli er sto ri es of t h 
"Toff" , not even knowing th e da t es when th ey eppeer ed . I eve n 
went to th e troubl e of ~riti ng t o t he Editor of the "Gen:" sol icit 
ing infor:ooti on, but very littl e wra forth comi ng , 

Eowever, I continu ed to reed tbe "Gem" rnd ,3vcntu el ly ceme t 
knov.-quite r f e ir emount rbout th e most promin ent ch er ect ors , but 
th.J 11Toff 11 ~a s till J\Y first lov e . 

Durin .:. t he y err s th at foU o-,;ed , !'I)' int er as t in th ese sc hool 
s tori es Wf' S necessr r i ly oversh edowed by ot her ru1 tt ers such ss 
l earni ng short hend Dnd typi ng in ord or to earn ey li ving , t hen 
the nrt ur r l cxci t eaen t of get ti ng m,,rri ed end so on, but s till tr. 
int er es t in th e ol d ur per vros t here. if buri ed rat.b.!iLWlill)~ 

But str r.ngely ,molJ8h uv husb and hrd elso ) oen r kaen r eeder 
of the 11Gcm" Fnd "Uf'gnet 11 nnd vr rious oth er prp.ars, so we found 
we hr d much i n collJllOn, Fro m t hen on he did his best t o obt r in 
thos e old ''Ge.ms" f or me t nd ... ventU!!lly \•:ne succes sful, so tha t 
r ft er r consid er ebl c number of years I wrs e t lr.s t nbl a to re ed 
t he whol e "St ory of t he Toff" . 

Unfortun r.t ely th ese "Gems" wor e lo st during th e war, but vmc 
th e Old Boys • Book Club ""rs s t r rt ed it r c- ;ewskoned cy inter est , 
end r !t er meny eff or ts on the pnrt of !.!r. P~ckl!!nn end soc e of hi s 
very kind fri end, I n~ posseee once rgrin r complet e col l .action 
of th e 11Toff 11 stories . 

-~~~~~~--
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.:o;. I ::,,.ist ~ct dv .,n to t h r ~r l obj vct of thi s li t , rcy 

qffort , which is to t e ll in "IJ' o1'n words th e story of whrt I thi 

to be t he bvs t of Chr rles Hr:nil ton • s mrny fin e chrr~ctere. 

"Ge,," llo.}34 first introduced th e "Toff", r s n very chr n:dng 

• nd hendsooe boy who Prrivcd o t th e old ochool in thos & die dis ­

t ont d, ys of er rly summer in th e yor r 1914. 
He did not ent or the school in the ueucl mrnner of nev, boys 

'llut i n r cost unconv ent io n"1 wry. He rescu ed both Gussy r nd th o 

Herd from r tt eck by footp ods in the Rylc ombe L<ne , rnd on dis ­

cov ering th•t hie young r escue r hes no hom<, the kindly Dr.Holmes 

t r kee hie back to the school, end th er o this boy, 1'ho gives hie 

neme rs Regina ld Telbot, tells th e bard he he s been l eft etttndod 

by r n uncl e who hrd r ecently brought him f ro c ;,,ustr r li r. 
The boy did not eppc• r to ba des titut e , h e wee well-dr 3ssed , 

hrd plenty of money on him end st c t ed thrt he hrd quite r number 

of vPlucbl c poss ess ions which could be sold, but rpp or ently hie on 

rim wns to bo ebl e to enter t he school Pnd cocpl et e his aduc r tion 

"I ell , th o good Dr .!!oleos r t l ost decid ed to ocoopt this ) 

st r ange boy &s a schol , r rnd be bec ome r member of the Sholl fore 

end, 1,eing clever c t both l essons end ge::ies, quickly bec rme r 

genc r r l fevouri te • 
.Now, not long e ftar Talbot h rd oettled down • series of 

E'ctzi .ng burglrri es co!ci::ienced end, in the t· ,10 following 11r.eme11
, 

llos.}35 rnd 33G, entitled "Hero end Resc~l'' end "The Hidden Bend" 

th o full perfidy of the "Toff" knc,v,n , s R. Ta lbot 1"'8 rev oAled . 

But thi s boy , who wr s 1n re elity o most eccomplish ed c r ncks­

""'n, hod enoth er aid e to his chnr rc ter, the good aide , ..-hich , 

und e ,: tl>c influenc e of th e clee n whol esooe life e t St .J i r.i' s, hed 

begun t c stfr, end ho felt his pos itio n keenly , Ha no longer 

bed eny des ire to liv e r doubl e lif e end found it incre r singly 

difficult t o con t inu & to li o to fellOl'lll of whom he thought so ou 

r.nd dreaded whet Tom r.erry cspccio lly .:culd think 1f he knew th e 

'h'Ut There ,:~re only tro woys ou , o :tlier'tb giv e ap the -prof' 

tion of r cri'cksI!ll'n or laov e St.Jiill's , rnd the l etter cours e vt("8 

the one he did not went to take . The fi.nl'l decieion wee mede 

Fft er th e "Toff" discov ered he had made en &nem:r of Levison who 

brd been spying on him end f e lt sure th at Telbot WllS in ro r lity 

e thi ef end, in his spiteful ""11 .,,.e determin ed to- "abow him up" • 

This prrt wes releted in a v ery fin e story in "Gee" No . 337, 

"Th& Porting of th e Weys". Tho repente nco of the 11Toff" wre . 

filwl end comple t e , but owing t'o th e troubl e cFUSed by Levison he 

..-es still compelled to li v his wr y out, due to th e feet th Pt he ' 
bed to moat m...mbers of th o old g,,ng l ~t e on ~ ni ght . 
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Hookey .-;F'lk ~r r-n'J his p!"l s v:cr .... not r t "11 pl ~ ... scd when th u 

"Toff" told th em he wr s fini shed with th o grng c·nd hcd dec i ded to 
run s tr dgb t, rnd th ey ca rt r inly hr d no int enti on of giving up 
t h.::ir fir st id em of robbi ng th G school . IiowE-vor, t hey we:r c con-
t ent to weit , but th e "Toff" t hought he hr d stopp ed them . 

Some f ew dBys lfl t er , on e scouting exped ition, th e She ll 
fello ws wer e led t o the pll'c & whEir e t ho plunde r fro m s ev er£' l 
robberi e s h ed been hidden, r,nd by discov ering this plund er , they 
wer-t, unknown to themsel ves, rbl e to (lSei st th e 11Toff 11 to res to re 
rll t l1'lt had been s tolen sinc a he bed been e t th e school. Th e 
"To:f:f" now thought he ·-vould be tibl e to sett l e down rnd , i n tim e , 
win e schol ership to mr int ein hims e lf et St .J im• s , but th e un­
fortunl'te ooy littl e r er ·lised th en t hat th e wrongdoing of the poe l 
hod still to be pr i d for. The old grng war e only wr iting an 
opportunit y to br e r k into th e school with or without th e r id of 
th o "Toff 11

, ond one ni ght the ettem.pt wrre mf'de . 
)low, although th e "Toff" h od hop ed he wes now fr ee of the old 

gong h ~ st ill hod scme misgivings th at they would t ry to ent or th e 
school en :i, during the pr evious night he ha d list ened for th em. j 
Thus , on t he night Hookey "fe lk er t nd hi s pa l s di d a ttempt to bur gle 
the school, the 11Toff 11 heE-r d them [nd cr ept down to try Pnd 
pre vent this happening . 

The ah.,n Yr.er e et work on t he Hez,d' s ef'fe when the 11Tof f 11 

int errup ted them , but they would not be pe r suad ed to l eeve th a 
school with out thoi r plund er . 

Telbot thr ee t ened to rouse the sch ool if t hey did not go rnd, 
in th e end, thi s wes what ho had to do . But ou t of spit e towerds 
the boy h~ t hought wee now hi s ene azy-Hookcy ~ia l ke r denounced him 
to the Her d . 

The unfortun,,t e boy v.no had had such e strug g l e with hi s 
c onsci enc e, hed come to th e "Per t ing of th e ':{Pye 11 with e vengo~nc e 
In orde r to se ve the ach ool from bei ng robb ed ho hed chosen t he 

- hf'rd-w..,,-oi'--repen ·tenee-end-denouneem 
The kindly Dr. Hol mes, aft er hw r ing th e whol e s t ory , t hough t 

th e Toff ha d boen mor e sinn ed ege inst t lwn si nni ng , but befo r e th 1 
polic e e rri vud to err cst Hookcy 'l el ke r the Toff hed vrnished and 
wee s 1a.en no more tlt the s chool. 

Thie ends the f iret part of the Toff •s r oper r ence et St .Ji ms] 
.\a to whe th er this was r ea lly e t th a t ti ma meent to be th e 

end of t he 11hol e s eri e s I cennot r,ey , but no doubt due to t ho f eet 
tha t t he wer of 1914-1916 commenced, ,0 nd th a t th a very int er est i ng 
ch~ract ar s cr tteted by 11!-lr .Cliff ord 11 ·.ppo~l ed t o the ro "der s of th e 

1cf;I.!, he rpper ent ly sru Pn opportunity of m:ildn-5 th,;;-"Toff 11 hF>ve f 
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the vary dr = tic "c ome-beck" rs r el et ~d in Gum :·o .}51. "The King ' 
Prrdon". 

In this story it v:oe shown how Talbot hcd gono t o Gormcny 
of t er 1~r ving $t.Jim• e , but owing to th e wrr hE'd ba~n compe ll ed t r eturn wi th the crowds of r ef'Ugees then fl ocking to this country. 

Tb& f irst int imetion th et the St .Jim ' s j uniors hrd of his 
r et urn """ when Inspector Foxe of Scotland Ye rd cnllod et th e 
school to make enquiries concerning th e ''Toft" • On her ring m ot 
Fox e hrd to soy, Tom l'!erry ond his pals who hed re mnin ed st Funch 
fri ends of th e Toff desp it e the bleck pss t, determin ed to find 
Tel b ot end Wl'rn hi m t het th e Insp ector wea eearchine fo r him. Tb 
knew it we.a ege in et t he law but were Ml:r determin ed to help th e 
unf or tun ate boy in eny wey th ey could . 

They "1ct the Toft , who told them that through th e det ect! ve 
h e bed b&en compell ed to be on the xun egl'i.n. He bed no money 
end n4ih t t il:lo f ound him wandering over 1'/eyl end Heeth s e eking eom 
kind of ebel t er. 

Now, duri ng hie etey in Germ,,ny Teltot h• d come ap PgPinst r 
spy - Karl Elberi' e lt ond, OJUCh to his surprise end const ern eti on, 
whilst tr rmping ov br th e derk enin& beeth h e ceme upon the Gv11!1lln 
skulklllg net r th e r eilwey lin e . 

eppae ~'1 gc~~~gs ~i~~iJ ~~~e 6¥g~~~R~ •J1J • rf el 
tr oop t r r ins pes sed on tb r t lin " , euddenl;r r ea lis ed thP t th o "PY 
intend ed to blow up th e • ri dge with a bomb. 

The only t hin;, th e "Toff" could do wee to find ~he detec ti v9 
who h~ kn ew ,,.,s somcwhere on the hee th end enlist hi s he lp, Pl ­
t hough be knew it m&ent his o,vn rrr cs t . Thie he did Pnd, whil s t 
the det ecti ve hendled th e Germ,,n, Tel bot se erches snd found th e 
bomb which ho dropp ed over the sid e of t he bridg e e f ew s econds 
b of or e i t <,Xploded." (s ec footnot e ) . 

Tho Gvrmcn wee tinelly overpov,ered but not t efo r e h e had 
wounded t he "Toff'' in his ett t to es 

• r - n, e Toff h•d r toned for ell bis pPst sins". 
\Then these heppenings b ecrme known et St . Jim's end th et 

through his u,ive ootion th e "Toff" lwd boen granted e "free 
prrd on" , his fri end s ' one th ought WllS es t o hmr they could poss­
ibly •rrrnge for Ta lbot t o roturn to th e sch ool. 

In th e following sto~, llo .}52 antit lod "go~ His "If' ~' 
t!i~bJt~S8fSc;o¥~ 0.B! ·11P.'ii8~! aID&e•fo n~wm O b\l!ho~!F-
ship in recognition of hie brevery . · 

· · Thus Tel bot r e-enters th e achool r s e echol orshi p boy with p 
oppcrtuni ty to work hrrd , liv e down th o pos t rnd l etd e new cl ea n 
lif e . I 
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1 .. Footnot e . For th • bandit of eey sc ~ptic el younger r eeders it 
~e mber ed th et such • thing es eer iel bombing woe still 
unknown in those early wer deys of 1914 end such en act i on ee is 
desc rib ed '>·oul d heV£ been qui t a f easible . - J .P. 

End of Pa;r;t One 

lJBgnet Titl es 
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et Gr eyfrisrs . 113, Friends or Foes . 114 , Billy Bunter• e 
Trial s . 115, The Junio rs' Enelll7. 116, Billy Bunter's Vote. 
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177, Berrt d by hie Poot>l~. 178, The Bully's Broth er. 

. l To be continu ed) 



flood Green Meeting 

Februa1,:'. 19, 1950 
11ith the coinc i dence of the " Leede r'' MDgozin o erti cl e and 

th e lotest meeting in Bob Che1'l'J' Whiter' a ideal sanctum, members 
enjoyed e ver:, good ge t together, To t hoao memb!lt'S end friends 
who have not bee n able to visit , this r endezvous, it is th e ide al 
place to hold a meeting. It is e t:,picsl gen uin e collector's 
stud:,, complat o wtth books ond photographs, end it was h er e that 
the,no vi feJDOUS, Club crest wee drewn end designed, 

The minutes of the l est meeting were reed snd signed, 
treasure r' s r epor t adopted, end ,e var:, length:, correspondence · 
r et d by both th e· sec r eter:, r.nd , th e cha irmen, Most of th e l att e 
r es ulte d fro m the Leeder articl e which wts ogreed to .'lie e fine 

one despite th e mis takes. 
That energ etic " springbok" , Jim Soutbwey, has done e very ~. 

fine piece of work by having a gr and article by Eric Rosentha l 
printed in the South African p~riodical "Outspen". The secreter 
r ec eived o copy et a most opportune time eni as Len Pec~n had 
elso brought e copy along, members were able to · re ad s eljle. , The 
club's best th • nks were afforded to Jim Soutbwsy for bis fine 
publicity effort • 

.t.lso circul ated roun d was e copy of last December• s 
"Fea t hered Fri ends" in which was a stor:, by Frank Richa rds and 
also a photograph of our worth:, president. 

!J. ver:, gre et ccqui ~i tion to the club is P. Pedro •nd the 
cl ub' s best t he.nks ere due to him f or obt eining press cuttings 
fro m nearly ell th e newspapers end peri odicols thet have publi shel 
items of int erest ss """"'rde the hoblrY snd the ·club . 

Thanks to Antboey Blunden and Len Peckman, articles on the 
hobby ere to appear in the "Hobbf World", and all l!lembers OMI 

obtain this journel et r educed rates. 
The Collectors • Quiz, drawn by Bob Whiter, WPS won by John 

Geel , with Ien 17hi tmore end Len Packr;um dead-heating for second 
pl ace . A short Pict ori al Quiz "'18 won by I en Whitmore and · 
C • Wright, '1i th LGn Peckman end ·Frank Keeling l evel in tJ\i.rd pl •c e. 
The club wes pl eased to welcome R. Southwood from the Roolc'lfood 
county of He.mpshire. 

12, Jti,;:~mti!~ t~~ c~: li, ~~ot'1tt1B ~rch 19th e t 1 · 
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.!.tt cnd<!!Ce . J ohn G,P l, C. 'Je llis, I an ihitmore, A, Blunden) 

n. Homer , F , end 1J. Keel ing, R, S~tmr ood , 7 . Lll"s on, .P • .Podru, I 
Lon, J osi e and Eleano r Peckman, Ht. llorryl ees , E. Reynolds, 

H. and Y.A. Dabb, R. Mortime r, Ol!v e . snd c . "/right, F .Dunglings o , 

B. end R. mu t er. , " 
.Apol ogie s ! or unavoi dable non-- ettendsnc e were r ec eived !rom 

H. Fl atmsn, 'ii . Will ett, Sidn oy ~ i and Bob Blyth e , t he 

l etter being in hospit al , nnd -1>ere were as ked to writ e or 
Ti sit him. • Bp.l !JIDI G. 'raITER . 

' OU> BOYS• BOOK CLUB 

Leeds Branch 

Some progr eSB has been mede 'towerds the ! omatio n of s 

brench et teQds, · so would anyone ~t er oatea nl eese get in touch 

as soon ea' poasible with 'V. F. Ssw;rer, 172 Iernside Driva, 

Ses cro!t, Leeds ? Bi ll i e very keen, end is prepe re d t o p'lilt 

arq 8l!>OW1t of' work into i t , snd ~ will be s een fro m th e f ollowi ng 

lett er, th e pro jeot hes Fr ank Richerds• blessing. I 
Lpok Ollt , London! 

Dear Jk . Snyer, · ; •· 
Thank 7ou for your l att er. ' I 8lJI very in tarested t o he ar 

tb'.et you think o! forming en Old B07a • Book Club . in your l oceli tJ', 
and hope tha t 1 t will be . e greet s:,icoess . Best of wishe s, nq I 
de ar boy, end beet of luck to ell Old Boye concern ed . 

I t is nmr o considera bl e time sinc e th u Nati onal Insti tut e 

proposed putting s Bunt er Book int 9 Br eille: s prop ori tion in 

which th e publish er and I cordi elly concurr ed . But I think t he r e 

are probably difficultie s in t he ""T, ss t he 8lll0Ullt of materiel 

r Iii.red would be ver, l arge. St i ll, I shall hopo ths t t he 

proj ect will come to some s er or e • 
Bunte r stories hsve been publishedi-.in Bra ill e: I think I sent 

you copi es of them . 
Jus t now I em in the middle of s Rookwood book which will 

be published in th e 1111111Der. Owen Conquest thinks it is h1,!h 

ti.me he h sd s turn on th e typewriter. 
I should like you to l et me Jcnow how th e O .B . B .C. of Leeds 

goes on. 
'.Ii th kind 1'08"N S, 

il "•Y•' yours sinc erely , 
Fll.NK RICRARDS. 



POPULAR P.'..l'EiS OF THE l'im 

4 - ''llrit1sh 1lloys" (Hewnos} 

By Herbert Leckenby 

It is perhBps a cd.snomer to cell "Bri tieh Boys" e once 

popul sr poper, fo r I guess V9J7 f flff collecto rs, '1'ren th e older 

ones , heTe heard of it . I llllffl' hed until thre e of the four 

volumes c•a 1111' wey e 7ear or 1lro ego . It is tru e it died 

ahorti, bef or e 1111' "purple peri~" re el ly eterted, but theNt are 

very fflff papers published in \he 'nineties I hedn • t heo.rd of e t 

some ti.me or other, 7et es I es, I lmflff not "Bri Ush Bo,s" . 

It is e curious foot t hat :the House of Newnes, f emoue 

publishers of "Tit-Bits" end the "Strond ldsgssin e" never manPged 

to run e boys• wcek],Y succ ees~lJ •. ''The Cept•in" Jee, but not 

• weckl,Y. They medo sev era l •ttempts, but •11 h od short c er oen. 

l!evort hel eos, "Bri tieh Bo1s" doeanee • pl oce in t his series, 

f or th ere were seve ral int ere stµ,g f e• turee ebout it. 

The f irst number eppeered December 12th, 1896, end it ren 

juet two yeers, fo r the leet, December }rd, 1899, ""• !10.1 04. 

Quite obviously , it was •n • ttempt to cs sh in on. the 

euccees of the td,. Boys• Fri end which had then been running just 

on two , ears. It """ printed ·. on the some sort of green p~er, 

th ough the page siz e Wl!S s l i;!htly smaller. Thie we more then 

bolonc ed by th e fact th at "Br;itish Boye" gev e ,for t time et 

le eet , twel ve peges , egeinst the Boys• Fri end's eight, end the 

pric e wee th e SPJ!le hu:nbl e hf lf~ . 
. I 

Her o are the contents of No.l: - Throo seriaJ:s - "The 

5mLl88lers' Terror" or "The Jeystery of th e Old Abbe:f" by Rob ert 

" ntures of Fr anlt Fe•rn ought" or "The Boys 

of Dsileleigh Colleg e" by "Hi:wka oy Bre , • 

th e White North" by Captain Horeoe Kfnealey . 

It is int ere sting to not e th et "IIE'WUloy Brett• ""a ectuEillJ 

none other thPn R. s. \Verren Boll, end later in"British Bays" l 
he wrot e onother story, "The Boy in Bl ock" under his r eel nome. 

In •ddi tion, in !lo .1 there epp aered e messrge from that 

f emoue sec dog Lord Chnles Boreeford, e prize competition, 

sev er ~l crticl ee, e abort detective etor,, end th e ed1 t or • • chet 

quit e good vrlu e f or r he 1pem13'. 



In No. 2 the edit or gl oe t ed o:ver the succ es s of I!o.1 , 
dec l ,.ri ng people: coul d ie BGen r E!"ding it ell over London , end 
th at over t en t ons of p aper W!lS used in it s production . He 
al s o advised his r eaders t o car efully preserv e th e first number 
as it might be worth quit e e good 8Ulll some dry. Uml No.1 of 
th e Boye' Friend or th e Magnet meyba ,. ·but not, I'm afr aid , 
British Boys . But of cours e you can forgiv e en odito r f or 
drffldng th e long b ow. · 

Sta rt ing with No.10 th e ed it or's cltPt was adorned with bis 
pi cture, se ated ~t his de sk, a d~ p.er; moustached y_oung men. 
At first glanc ei t might have i ee n Hemil to n Edwards . EV'.iden tly 
Bri tiah Boys wet ched th e Boys' Friend closely . 

In No. 14 t h 3r e st arted "J ack Harlcewa;y in th o Lifeguards" 
by Br e.cebridg e H~. So f ar ea I know t his at o:ey nev er 
eppe!' r ed in book form, li ke most .'Qf th e othe r Harkewa ya . Anywey 
it hadn't e v eey long run , fo r i t finished in No.2~. 

No .15 s ew th e commencemwt of "Frro,k Footlights " by Les li e 
l,8wto n. Ther e was e s uspi cio n of Heney T. J ohnson about this 
one. 

Still anot h er new ser i a l in No . 17 waa"Robin Hood end His 
Merry Men" by .ilf r ed Armitage , Ren-nac,e of 7 . Murrey Greydon. . 

Br eceori dge Hem;yng crone aga in in No.24 with"Cec il Chumlei gh a 
schoo l deya" or "Life et Eton" . Ther e wee e seque l l ate r on, 
" Cecil Chumle igh, Scot l and ! erd Det ec tiv e" . 

Ot her aeri als wer e "D"shing Dick Der ee ll" by Skipp Bor ;i.as e ; 
"The Young Diamond Seekers " by E. Hrr court Burrf!ge; "Herry 
Fl exmor e among the Bri gands" by Robert Jµat;yn Lemb; " :u' l oe t 
with Nelson " by C. H. Eden ; "The Fi ghti ng Lsda of Davon" 

t.lf r ed !.rmit sge)i ' 'When Shell '.l'h0ir Gl oey Fede? " ( J ohn C.Twiat 
11Shoul der o o er o e 
King' ' by Breceb r i dge Helll)'!lg. 

J.. fe a ture which bad a goo d run was "Sti rri ng St or ies of th e 
Bri tiah Regimen ts" by C. N. llcCl u er Stevena , th o well-kn own 
wer corr espondent. 

1Jell , quit e a number of t h& most popu l ar auth ors of th e dey 
wrot e for "British Boys"; th e erti sts wer e up to st enderd f or 
e p eper of it s cleaa; it ren compotiti ons with q~tc use~'.!! . 
prizes ; th e erticl ee wer G int aresting , end a lt oge th er th er e 
was qui t a e l ot for th e money , Y ~t it di ed when two y ee rs old. 
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Ono cen u: c~ -, Fcmilton Edwards '7ePri ng P cynic al smil e , es 
he WPS s o oft en t o do when e riv e! died , es th e Boys• Friend 
ran on end on. 

Next month, No . 5. "The Ceptein ". !l fin e ertiol e by Hero ld Dub • 

-- ------
INVl'rU!'I ON TO DE.l.LERS ..JID COLLEX:TORS: 'Jent ed, pa rc els of 

!1!.1gnets, ol d and new on epprQvel. Depos it f orwarded i n adv anc e 
if req uired ( t o C .D. subsc ri bers). Unr etAined CoPiee, 
rem! tt ance end p osta ge r eturn ed pranptl:r. J. :le l sh, 345 St Pnl "Y' 
Roed , Kirkdale , Liverp ool , 20 . 

~,LNTED: il l back numbers of Colle ctors • Dig est . tJ. ao ~la. 
lli ll 1,!artin, 93 Hillside, Ston ebri dge Park, London, N.n .10. 

\/ANTED: Sch oolboys' Om Libr ari es f ea turing Greyfri ~r s, 1/6 
t o 3/- ePch off er ed ecco rding t o age . 13111 J.!Brtin, 93 Hillsid e , 
St on ~bri dge Perk, London, N .~, .1 0 . 

20 llunter and Tom Merry lloo~ f or sPl e holf ori ginlll price . 
13111 lrlartin, 93 Hillsid &, Ston ebridge Pork , London, li ., i .1 0 . 

l,...J<TED: lloya of EnglMd, Vols. 26,31,32,37,59,61 . Boys Comic, 
"loI'ii':9', 11 , 26 , ell after }O. Yeung Mm of Great llri t t in, 
Vols . 30, 39, 41 end Noe .52 t o end nEIW aeries. !. . ~,. u,wson , 

13 Ch~r l &s Squer e, Boxt on, London, N.l . 

FOR DISPOO!J.L. Nels on Lees (Old Series), Noa . 356 , 364, 361, 369, 

401, 415, 416 , 420 , 421, 431, 436 , 439, 474 , 475, 476 , 463, 464 , 
465 , 491 , 501 , 505, 507. - The dotes fr om l..pril let 1922 t o 

F eoruery 21s t 1925. 162, 
11.W.'TED1 Sch oolboys OWn Librari es. Nos. :19 , 90 , 161,/ 392 , 393, ' 
}94 . - Some of th ese are v ery old Pnd I r e•li s a m.y be dti fic ul t 
"' - · - ""' T\ .... _ ... ,.._ - ,, "·'--'-"crvik Ic elend . 

"C.:.Pr..uNS" 'if.illl'ED, fo r eel e , or exchenge. Other O. ll . Book& 
somutimas ev eil eble. Lerga , 42 Ble ndf ord Road, Reeding, Ber ks 

'ililNTED to exchange lerge number of Sexton lllak e Libre.ties- . 
~c,v e you? Henr,r J. H. Bartl ett, Pea s Hi ll, Shipton Gor ge , 

Bridport , Dors et . 

1, . .NTED UROl..~ lX: Your price peid. Gems, 619 , 676 , 879, 941,. 
Cen C1J¥ f e ll ow coll ector oblig e? Leonerd Peclc;en, 27 Archd el e 

l(OPd, Eeet Dulwich, London , S.E .22. 



Our Hobby end Othere 

27, ..'..rcbdalo !!of'ldt S .E . 22 . 
I r ecen tly hsd f11/I att en ti on driiwn t o , n axcell ent publio t ti c 

entitl ed "The Hobby ':orl d" in '"'hich • n erticl e on Old Boye• Boolal 
eppee red. I theref or e wrot e t o th e publi a.her for e specimen 
copy which I pro mptly rooei ved . Having peruse d this t horoughly', 
I have come t o the conclusi on th rt it is exce ll ent velue for 
money. _ 

"lhil st it ie tru e th et it ceto re f er ell sort s of hobbi es , 
the art icles Or<, ell f iret-c l ess end are Of gr<,rt int eres t• The 
f eet thet ert icl es on our hobby will be e r ogul •r f e8t ure i s 
aomethi ng th at should not be nverl ooked by our cl tn . 

This monthly awgczin e , som •• ,het rbc ut the siz . ~nd typ e of 
t ho Coll ecto r' s l!iscollr ey, hes somo 20 t o 24 pegee r t th o low 
cos t of 7d per issu e , 1. -,. 7/- f or e yer r•s subsor i pti on (post 
f ree) . ll!cmb, rs cf th e o·.B .B. Club will be in 

ey rec e ve scount , e y er r• s subscription bei.Dg 5/ 3. 
I have alre ady sent aq yeer• s subscripti on • nd I strongl,y edvise 
ell coll ect ors t o do the sema. 

The neme CJld • ddr ess of th e publish er is es fo ll ows: 
l.!r . E. !lormen, 54,Ell i ott Road, London, "J .4 . 

L'.lON.:JID P I.CKM'-,'l. 
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Ho bogs t o Diff er I 
The llovoceetrien St ory 

Paper COll dc t ors • Clu 
178 l&lri e Stre et, 

Benwell, 
Deer Editor, Newceatl e...on-'l'yn e , • 

In hie Blake Monogreph in the "Annual" Mr. Bomer r egArds th, 
"Hotspur" •• s o much muck. I cen as sur e him th at the st o ries 
are written with e higher degree of t echnical skill th en meey of 
our former fevourites . Pl eeae don't misunderstand. I cen enj o 
th e old t al es bec aus e of th eir undoubt ed leisure!)' fl avour plus 
th eir s trong chllrecterieetion. I think both Mr. l!l'mil ton end 
ldr. Brc oka will support th e cl aim thllt modem st ori es b eve t o 
conf orm to • very high standerd. The modem editor buys stuff 
like "The Iron Teacher" because modem bo1• went such st ories. 

Yours sinc er e~, 
JACK COOK. 

(1,~11. th ere 's subj ect for conti:overay here aeywey. - H.L. ) 

Do You Remember Andre,ir, Jlom'1 

,., M~mia~ :;~, 
.)ec r ~U!• i,umingn em 30 . 

::;ui-ely I em not the only person ;.i,o hes ro od the sch ool 
st cries of Andrew HOiie and who plec_ea t hem high in the genre?' 
They were p~lisbed t .Cftrds the end of l est end in the ee r].y par 
of this oentlU7 b{ Nel1on, '?I. & R. Chambers, cntl !,. & c. ·Black, 
end incl~ed "'l'he l'ell ow m.o ~ion" - '1111{ f evour i t e erul th e only on 
I octuell)' ]1088eee, The othe;e, includillg "Well Pl ay ed I" , 
"Brevo , Bob!", "Tho Stor,y of e School Conspirecy" • nd IDlln.Y other 
I borro1'8d and bonowed aaain in boyhood end edolescenc e · fr o!ll 
th<I locl'l PuAli o- Libzez,'" Bolt twenty yeers bes feil e,r t o intro 
• •- 4 to ,.., a ·•-•• 1'..U o-lovv of Home. or even""'°"" who hes 
..-..r b8erd of- bill 

~,on•t BOMQll!i \ell ._ the:- elao oherieh Andrew Home 1.n e 
comer of tbe1r- ~? That reel]y theJ prefer him t o Tom 
Brown, "Tho Fi('h Fon ~\ ~--Dominic• e•, elljl. "En.c". !u>d th at 
they will go on. :readilMc. him with the deew•t fl.l01tl0Dt • s long 
•• school-at cey D08Uljl5.0 n,,nge · h8t1-.Y on· th'"". 

Yova sinc erely, 
i!CGER THOl'.AS. 

P .S. I would be wi llUl& to purcbee e SQl' r ane iDing copies of hie 
works from ecyone f ool111h enough to went t o sell them. 



{Note .- l!ot only Nel son LGe devotee s, but r ll re eders of the C.D. 
will be sorry t o he or th at Bob Bcyth& is et pres ent in hospit al, 
having undcr eone en opoli'tion. They will ba plea s ed t o hear t het 

about th e ti.me he """ under goining bis ord e•l , his first- born wee 

coming in tv the worl d . llo>her end son r r a de,~ well. C,ongr,,tu 

l st i ons t o mother end f ather, end 'JlP1 you soon be home, Bob, t o 
nurs e your offsp ri ng . 

l,lcenwhil e , Je ck 17ood h<:e hi'lp.ed t 0 fill th e bre Pch with en 

int er est ing erticle . - _H.L. ; -------- - ------

NC11' SO IBSL::;S EUS'::' :.cE ! 

(rlitb epol ogia e t o th e Dr ily MirTOr) 
a;r J ack ':lcoe 

Euatece ie o neme wbi~ does not el wrye suggest the brigbt ee 
of cherect era. The reede r !.nstinctiv ely ro_<;erds t h e b3sre r cf 
the neme es someone who i s lik ely t o be s omawhet "dim" r t best, o 

et worst someone with th e outl ook on life of th e villrin of old­

tillle JOOl odrruw . 
Over t he yeers F.dwy Secrl es l!r~oks hrs gi ven us fcur 

t ecee , so f ar ,s I hsve been able to deteraine. 
Eer U es t of them wrs Eustec o Cevendi sh. Unfortunat ely, I 

possess no st ories in which he fi8ur es , but "f rom inf orm0 tion 
eoei ved" , es the letr W<•ul d put it, I g,ot her thrt ho wrs r Union 

ec c • 
town "tn> e" of gen tl emen cr ock , awing some kin shi p t o th e noto ri o 
, tfl os, or th a equsll,y famous Taff . He does not, however, s eem 

t o hevs pGssessed the mo·r,, endooring queli ti es of Br ooks • s l ater 
creetions, Rupert "Jeld o end llormen Conquest. Euet eca c,eJe some 

ppeer rnces i1l th e eer'IJ' Nels on Lees . 
Next to cpper r in t he pege s cf the Nels en Lee Libr r ry wcs 

t~ce Carey, cousin ot Rr lph Leali o Full wood , th e ref omed Knut 
f t he Remove . Carey wrs rn Oxford under grr duete who fled fro m 

th e polic e to ovoid e Dl(>nsl r ughter chr r ge end , k1dnepp1ng St rnley 

l evering , • new Eest Hous e senio r, came t o St. Frrnks rs 



85 1 
Ck vcring. :. th c::,ough r,,sc <l, C<Ircy forc ed M l ri ,od t o t oke r l 
kinds of ri sks t o help him keep his sec r et, but findly r etribu ­
ti on overt ook him end he l eft &t.Fr enks in disgr ace . He did, 
huwever, find that his f'eere of polic e action were t ot a lly un ­
founded. The Ml st ory ie in Old Series 5H t o 541. 

Third Eust ece t o come on th e scen o achi ev ed cnly pPssing 
nut(.;.t'iety. He was a Riv er House juni or, Eust ace Grell. B~cous 
of his friendship with Merre ll end Mllrri ott , ho was implic e t ed i 
th eft of cert ain articl es during l'n ic e corniv el at St.Fr ank' • · 
He wee, b<mever, under t he domineti on of • Bromington b ookml'ker. 
Grell wee e,rpoll ed as a r esult · of hie pert in the proc &edingll. 
Grell ..-ae a bi g , hulking youth of about sixt een, hie eyes were 
shifty, his f'ece was mettled end he poeeeee ed a rec eding chin •. 
Ho appeared in l at Naw Seri es, Nc.95 , which continu ed th e et or,y 
begun in the prmous number. 

The sage c,f Eust ace comes k rn end with Eust ace Crrrcll, 
s on cf Mortimer Carroll. In 2nd New Series Nos.61 t o 63, 
Eus t ace , a dandy, newcomer t c th e Remove end pal of Forr est end 
company, tri ed w1 th his f'a t i:ter t o est ablish rights t o th e titl e 
cf Eerl of' Edgemcre end Visc ount Bellt on. Fc,rtunat ely ri g ht 
pr evail~d, r s cl WBys , and the C"1w dien r!lnche r end his s on 
"Sk eets" were confirmed in th eu- cl aim t o the titl e. 

So that , teld.ne; it ell round, cur f our Eust eces wer e n ot a 
p,irticularly lik eable l ot. But th e name had its uses, 
syncn,ymcus w1 th reec ali ty end Olllllling. 

Mortimer, t oo, was a name fev oured by Edwy Seerles Broo ks. 
1.p, rt from th e Morti mer Cr rroll just ref erred t o, I wonder h ow 
IIIZley r eaders r ecall t het T.lilli em Napol eon Browne' s f'rthor w"s 
or igin elly cnll ed Sir l.'.ortim er Browne - lat er chen;red t o 
Sir Rufus? 

S-> f er c.s I know nc othe r Mortil:lere cropped up in th e 
Nels on Lee yarns - es I have not e complet e set I' m open t o 

~~ -i-- ~1'90.U..a---oo,t-ee--l!e!'k~~k;-t;h&-,i.P),e;.. ,-I.. 
pt eaeib l e NJrman Conquest t o g1 ve !:Ir. Mortim er th e ;)i tters. 

,, hen °/hi t el ends end :/es tch eat er r;iedeth eir eppeer ence in, the 
Schoolb07 s' Pocket Librer,y w1 th r eprin ts of St .Franks stori es 
by Regin ald Browne snd Ed=rd Thornt on, " Mr .Mr·rtimer WPS 

hous emester et eech sch ool. 
Nu doubt other eut hors, t oo, have th eir f avourit e 11B111es. 

I s ean t o r emember th et Valentine turned up quit e fr equently ea 
Cltristi en name or surnem e in the Frank Richerds st ori es of th e 
chums of Greyfrie rs . 
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H,.:r e Come8 1.§m'ood ! 

Just ~s we were go i ng t o pre s s we r eceived th e {ollowing 
l etter , e_nd copi es of th e tw o I,ynwoo d st or i es . The f ire t. , "Chums 
of r.vn,r ood" , is ebc ut th e siz e of t he o l d "Thrill er'' end 
" Det ec tiv e ':/e" kly" , end ccnsis ts ·of i6 ' ps_ge e, fM n t p age print ed 
in r ed Dnd bl ec.k:, with l e r ge i llus tr a ti on. Price is 3d . 
" The FGurth Form e t lqnwc od " is hendy p ocke t siz e, ebout 5" x 4" , 
and ca?Ti es 50 peg;, ~ in edd i ti on t o pict ur e cov er in or eng a end 
bl '!ck. • Both e r e ver., ni ce ly pr.in t ed in g ood cles r type, en d ere 
rei,lly j e lly f in e vt l ue f vr th e money. 'P.he publi shers wi ll be 
ple l>~ to dee l with ord ers dir ect i f yo u· c an • t find them in 
your · l oca l books e ll e rs, so if you WPnt· t o add t o y our Richerds 
l qrs ; .fe ,. st r ongly advis e y ou t o s~cur e them wi th qut del ay .• 

Herb ert L~ck enby , Esq., 
!Deer Sir, 

J.B . Public e ti ons Lt d . 
1180a , Ches t er Rd ., S tr e t fo rd, 

Nr. Mench este r. 
21st February 195 0 . 

Mr . Fr ank Rl:chard s he s rec ently se nt me e copy of th e 
"Collect ors Di ge st", which I f ound most int er est ing. 

Mr .Ri ch erd s h as written " number of st ori es f or us end 
th e first t c, b e publi shed is th e encl os ed "Chums of !Qnwcod " , end 

!we, wonde r if y ou Vl\lul d b e gcod enough t o mention this new worl<: of 
Mr .Richards in th e next issue of yOTJr ''D1!?8St" • 

'J i thi n th e n<::xt few dey s I sh e ll be sending y ou r copy 
of e b ,.;okl e t en titl ed "F ourth For.n At ly'nw~od "; this i s els o by 
1:.r. Ric herds ond pdrhops y ou Vl\lul d ;;iv e t hi s e menti on a l s o . 

Yours f eithfully, 
p .p. J . B..Public e ti ons Ltd. D.J .l!LLEN. 

p .s. Four t h f c rm e t tynw ood just t o hand. 

Dee s ;,nyono Know 
Wee "Th e Svci aliet Gir l" ev er pub li shed, end if s o , is th ors e 
copy still in exist ence? 

It hes been s ugge sted by Mr. H. N . Fennell t he t we run a column 
esking f or inf ormati on lik e t~e , wi th . we hop e , t he enswe r from 
s ome expert the f oll owing mont h. This P" rticul e r qu e r., is his. 
CFn ercy-ono obli ge ? 

Chrr l es Hcl:lilt on wee wr iti ng s ~ri els in 1900 ! See .l.pril C.D . 
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THE ROUND TABLE - llP.llCH 1 950. 
I -..onder i f t he lat etrt i ssu o of the Sexton Blnk o Li br e.ry (: o . 21 6 Thir d Seri es ) heral.d s a new se ri es of 

"char acter '' stories? !'or the first tim e since 19 45 ..t,en St n ntor. Hope reintroduced his t •.'.'O 11r ::-:.ggies11 :ta.rm.on and o • Flynn ( do . 10 3 Third Series ) ue a.re tre o.ted to O ne u case in d1i ch Dlo.!<e meota old triendo . Regula r 
r e:id er s of the Libr:,ry uill probably have ap .>laude d John 
Hunter for brinc;:i.ng Capt a in Dock t o t he fore ag,. in , and indeed it is good to moe't him , to get h er ,·ti th 5flm Tenc h ~.nd Abe <l!ns on . J-.i.. .... u ........ 11,- h - - · -, -to c ome up to his Dack :.tories am I only ho po that his 
Mur e m>rk cd.11 again Iring -tho red oubt a ble Capta in to 
t he for e , c~.,d may hi e elC211!J)le i nspi r e oth or Blake a utho rs 
to reir.troduco some of th o old characters . Lr .' Lerd.s 
Jac kson - Y..tlat abo ut a nee- Leon Kost ral ndv ent ure? !:.ir. Rex Her dingo - ho u about giving u s 11 glimpse of dear ol.d 
Lolnngu c~ in . And t he r otunl' of Warm.ck J a rdine cou1d 
oo sil y bo a cco mpan ied by th o roa ppoarance of Ted n c.naf¥1<>n• 
And onc e agi,.in m,>y I :1sk Anthony Par "-ono to considor eome 
9t tho 1.c.te G.H. Te ed • s mnd erf"ul. ch:•r a ctors? 

' 



Thg Round 'fable (continu ed ), 
As unus1 ::it th is t i.mo of t h e yoar .I hnvo boo n goin g 

throu gh the stori os t ha t ner e ;:,ublished d uring the l ast 12 
mont hs . It is /!ni nter osting to no t o t hat, fo r t ho fi rst 
tine sin ce the begin ning o ff t ho na r our ol d friond Anth ony 
Parsons has be en boa.ten . Yes , his output o~ fiv e sto r ie s 
for 1949 ,-.:is exceeded by Rex lfo.r dingo . Rox !!,).VO us Six . 
This bring s a lo ng absent friend right to tho t op of tho 
Sexto n Blnl:o tree . !lut p ersonnlly I foe l t hnt t he re is c. 
Jl8l!lenoss .a bout Rex I s \70r k tha t l oavos a lo-t to be de sirod. 
As I su gg ested on t he p r evio us pago , ho should giv e his 
y:irns " st ililul u s by r eintro ducing some of tho pre- ,-,ur cha r-
act ers. The recent reis ~ue and succo uc 0£ t ho Edgar \'7alL."lcc 
"Sanders of the Rivor " se r ies nr ove t hat a.dventuro a.nd crimo 
mixed i s still very por,>ul8.r . · f.ir . Ric h~d Los oly e nd th o 
£0:nnid:::tble Lob: ngu co ul d stur our heart s ng1 in . }fo,.:cvcr , 
I E.In Y:'011doring fr om my ;>oint . :Text to P.il"ons ui t h f:i.ve 
ct or ie s , come :::: ;"hl.lt or Tyre r :lnd John Drllmr!!ond rJit h fo ur 
~r,ioce . Le-.;is Jc.cks on gv.ve us t hr ee , end Gilb ert Chootor 
and \7aru ick J:ir d ir.e ooo D<~ch . I hopo the kck o f ,,., tori a l 
fran old fri end Chosto r doc s not r:wan t ha t ho i s giving up 
r.iriting fo r th o :ll c.ko fiold . 19 49 r.:,.s a y °'1r of "ol d 
£r i onds 11 £or not one no\7 ::.uth or cnt10 out of tho hnt . I t 
is " p ity r ed l y for I t hi nk t oe r.iany fron on o or t \/o , rit or 
r ather 100.ke s f or 11st a lc :10Gs0

• What do YOU t hink ? 

Choor io fo r no i.7. 

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .-.-.- .-.- .-.-. -.-.-.- .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. -.- . 

BLAKE' S FIRsr CASE. 
by 

·, alt e r jl'ebb . 

Do~ 1 t Uiss thi ::: int or osti ng no~:-, f'.rticlo 
n, ich is aoo n to be f oll o\/od by , ,ti at no 
rnigj"lt call .:i soq uol 'tmliing !ii s Spur s 11

• 

m;:m YOURS ALOIWI I • 



'Jc :..ro proucl to pr e ::..,::-:-!; 
i.his bri lli :.~tt nou t r ticl o 
i n ,-tlich you ,:d .11 t:1cot 
sot.10 of t ho b c ::;t l ov ed 
Sexton !3la1': o cha r .lctcr s 
of nll timo, t hos · .. hoc. "':70 

o,-rc n.,.ny hours 0£ supe rb 
cntertni111Jo nt. Tho l ute 
John G. Dr:ind on , . .;..11 l ens 
bo roooc.borcd f or hit 
st or ie s a.bout:-

gooo ooooo oooooo oooo oooooo oooooooo oooooooooo ovuo~o oooooooooog 

o T!iE HO!lO!-'RAJlLE l :R. PURVALE & CO. i 
% v 

~ r ecall ed by our stnr \ II'i t or \7.ILLI JJ.l COLCOilllE ~ 
;s ·::ith illuatrcrtion a by '.7ILmr;D DARslI H. -
0 00 000000 000000000000000000000000000000000 0 0000000000000 00 0 ~ 

1'ho coc ond sor ics of tho Solcton !ll r.ko Libr :iry ,.ns n ,t 
very f"ortilo in t ho i nt r oducing of no,.1 cho.rnct ors ,llo :fona od 
a. portto.nont nicho in t ho c cco r i os of lllcko r o::,do rc . lin 
except io n · ,'r'.s in t ho sto r ies of J ohn G. Br~nd on, \Iha int r o­
di:.cocl (I. '.Jhol c f o.ni ly o f ncu ch nr a ct cr s . 

Tho r.o st prominent of th e-so ·.7:'.::. 'fhc Hono ur a ble Ron al.d 
Sturg e s Vcrok or Purvn.lo, bettor kn o·.-m to h i ::. f':.. .. i ond 3 n ~::.d 
ot!1crs 0. :1 R. s.v.P. An a.r i atoc r ~t born :i.id brad, cou bc r of 
ono of t he i:;oct p r oru.ncn t f aoil i oo in t ho country, both 

- +___,,.,..;·.,.;i,;i.;,'-e'.nd----j>e-liHeel:ey , Ho had , o s i o 
in it ' s r ouej1or .:..npc ets, never so h:-.~:,y 03 Y.d1on ser ving in 
t ho stoko-holo of doo e "fi c:i bittcn 11 old tr ai,."lp ot oo.IJ.or, o r 
.;il o rt on one 0£ t ho r Cil..~ining r eli c s o :f th e r.3 0 of so.il . 

Purv:uo h ::,d tho unh a;>::,Y kiu ck of getting inv olved in 
ou r do r c :::.:::;oo o f n r:or o s c n s.._'\ti onnl l:i nd , ,:1..th h irl oolf ~. :, tho 
pri nci pro..l susp oct. It is in t hi ::; c.spo ct t h o.t he O.!)pcc.r od 
i.'1 his f irst Bl:,.ko ctory (s . B. L. 2nd scr i os ,lo . 365 ) ca.11 cd 
''>ho Survivors Socrd 0

• liov or corrt ont to a.c cc pt &tch a.a 
sit U..'1.t ian ,·.'ith r onigndion , hie eff ort s nt 0b oo tling c.b out u 
t o u::io ·hi n o':7?1 p h r a.!lc , h c.c! n doTa.ct:c.tinc off..; ct on all co n-
CCI nud . 



Tho H_o:1oura bl o i~ . Puryal e Co Co { continu ed.}..; 
in t! 1000 c oses in · hi cM. ho bocOIJo involv"d 110:no f e lt 

r.ior o conc or nod thnn th ::.,t uort hy p il l ur o f th o C. I . D. !lou 
Sotlund Yr.rd , Datccti v o I ns;,o etor Coutt s . Tho n;,;:>earnn co 
of Purva l o on th e scono of a crino Coutts ms inv osti(;:Iting , 
ci th his choorful grin, br oko n noso and cauli fl.> 11or oar , 
a gl it tering ao n oclo stuck in t ho l oft ~ o f a ,>ai r o f 
co r ry blue cyos , had t he effe ct of a r ed r ug to u bull on 
t ho st olid Inspocto r. Only t ho int erv en t i on of Sexton 
B!,,ko and his good huoo ur rilu s tho oquall y good huoour nnd 
l a ck of any sort o f u:J.ice in P,urvulo ' s rmko up pr oven t od 
Cout t s fr on doin g hara to 11· 1 

9 fficiru. car oor . 
Ass ist an ce in hi s "b o · in s about " offo rte ca ,o fr on 

h i s valet "Ji1nsh " Goor ec U:i: ~ and t llXinnn "Big " Bi ll 
m.th ors . Both th c s o coornc tb rs fi r srt appea r ed in t ho S. B. L. 
No. 4ll (so eo nd sor i es ) 'T he ~r;igcdy ~f th o \,est End Actr ess • 

Goor go ,71bl oy had b oon• one of the finos t er aelc<1:1on of 
hi s day o.nd i t h ad boon sa i d oJ: hill t hat he could o:-Jco a 
s..-.fo do a nythihg but sine hy<llls . Ho ap; , li cd for tho j o b o f 
Purvnlo' s val.at m.th .th e fi ne st set o f for god r ofo r cn c oo 
a nyono could i r oduco. Con~obt od ,·t.ith t h i s to.ct, ho candid -
l y adrJittod linvine bcon a ci.s>9k e.nd that ho had scrv od core 
than ono t ore of inp ri sonue nt . All t hat \7:l S dono 1t.ith , ho:,o vor , 
and if Llr . Purvul o cur od to k eep hill ho ,·,ould not r.unt a 
a oro hone st or h~d ·.-:orkins s orv::irrt , if not he , ·ro..s quite 
pr eparod to dc:, art at once . :Ji s frankness n::,po o.lod t o th o 
h .. -trd bitten PUI"""f"ru.o c.nd ~le.: kop"t hi:.! , c. docisio n he nev er 
rogrott cd , for '!Ablo y se rv ed hill ,7')].l , bot h as ave.lot and 
in assisting to r ocov cr j ovollory llt ol on frau R. s . V.P' s 
-1 a ti ona at var ious t:io es , notabl y t hose cf his e;rand-
ao thor, th o Doraso r Duclloso of Tuull:oi do. 7il.DJ.oy n-.o UJ.so 
a groa t holp in th o solving of a nurcbor of t ricky cases . 

Liko Uibloy , "l'i t hcr s hnd sufforcd th e s lin cs of out ­
rn.eoous rortuno , boine , =i.t ono t :i:ao, n:1 unsuccessful bur c;lo..r 
d:::iing a "stretch'' fo r s.:i.no. Ho\/ ho obt ain ed his taxi ,10.s 

3oaeth i ns o·f a. uy~cry, a nyst ory Purv :-.l c and T!1 o I!c.n Froc 
fuk or ~t r eat could have sal. 1'cd, had thoy been so in clin od . 
i!ev or so h::ip;.:,y as "laon inv olv o<l in n fieht, ho uould follo tr 
his nut1bcr one pat ron int o cny ndve nt ur o. :Tithers 't'"-r.:u, of a 
si zo ·.,hi ch ca do t he big frau od n.s. v.P. l ook of vory ordinary 
pror,or ti ons, nnd un s also tho proud po ssossor of a. co.uli fl or, r 



Tho Honounlb l o I.:r . Purvo.lo c, Co corrtinu od ), 
:1d brok en no s o. His f o. ourit o y,-oa.r,,.m \r..,s r.n o uts.iz o 1~ ~~nno r s nnd t1i th t his ,,-oc.pon secs pror,c.rod to ~o.ko on <ill. conof"s froa Chinks and ro.co-co u- co 11boy a ' to ~orico.n 

gun:,on. ; 
?urvulo ' s b a st frien d ,.nil Lor d i.io1rtocuo Chtll'lrmys , ox 

R.4 . F. ~.co o f th o .first ,-.url d' u:J.r, no,: c.n oxtr oooly ,,.._~th y 
y our.e = Tri.t h ncthing to db nnd fo r t oo au ch tiuo to do i t 
i,n . His :ltta:.ipts to i'in cl nn outlet for his onor (:io s aonai;Jd 
to la.m! both Purr.J.o nnd h:insol f in tho cos t h.iir ra.isine 
r.dvcnturos , Ho bt, ck cd a Host i:n d nl o.y, only fo r t ho 1 or.t!i :ig 
l :idy t o be cmr <l.:irod on •- · ·· - ••. •-ho opening nid 1t , ,i id 
Purv:-.lo to bo hwttc~ , '-, "f'f th o po l ice :fo r 
tho crir:o . 'l'ho , full story 1.s 
t ole! in s.s.L. / l!o. 433 , 2nd 
se ries, 1'1i'urior On t he St .. '-.:;v''• 
'i'o hnlp an ol•, R. J •• F. o oll -
00.010 Ch:.nt :a} ' pur ch.-:. ,ad 
c..n old ce-t~lr ,' lis!..1od •t oe 
" ~:oncy ,only I to h<lvo it 
br ol:cn into ! ova ry o t he r 

a:i.n to bo 
tile n~;oncy 

cap icity o f Fo r oi c;n 
: .inisto r, c.n<! scvcrtl . . tiI: 1oc oodo u se o f hi s 
&On' s l ovo of :i.dvontur o i n sar'vico of t ho Govorll?.lont , usunll. y 
in co-opor ntio n d .t h Sexton ill.1.ko. 

o o. , no 10 coot t 0 £ this group of cli~ r,.ct ora 
is t h .. "t C.-oc.t Victo r in n Lady, ,;ho Do•.,::gcr .o.luchccs of i':foul.Jc 
si ~e , h . S .. V.P' s C7:1.nd::!athor , t:!1000 af f cc - io t) :::i.ncl nr,:-ir ovo.1 o t 
his unort !1odox .:~nnc r of l i vine ;ponc st his nor o 1tro spcct nbl J11 

qn<! conso~vc.tiv o rol.:,:j;i on s , ' 
Jolin G. ilr o.ndon , t ho cro:rtor of t hos o ch=cto rs =o n:1 

extrGn~l y pr olif'ic :i.uth or, rcz; in c.C:.li t io n t o hi s nuooro u s 
Bld:o storio s h o 11rcto c. l.ot for t! 10 "Thrill.or ", fo r tlli ch h) 
cro~t od tho ch ....... r ~ctc...r of 0 :Jotc ~iv o I:-is!)cct or UcCr thy . 



Nono of hie ·Bl:\k e 
th o bei,t possibl. y being "Th 
of ourder in this, "Tho c 
Heavy Woigltt chobpion of 
ring as -thnt in d1ich h o ,;;o 

Brc.ndon hnd " f ondnos cro oks Chilllcs or 
Itclinne uith a fott _I,tali '.' (*'His throm. in, ond setting 
hie cr:l.cos in. hi8'1 society. • , ' ., plots woro ~ loo scly 
constructed, na ho is sc.icl 4 ·'.; had tho llllbit of falling 
a sloop milo tli cto.ting :, st • 'porhn po this is not to bo 
110ndorod nt. ) 

1 

T ]~ J. ' J . 
-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

~ · 

for 19 27 have ho.d to 
h v,.Jine to t ho oxtra 

· o c.rt icle . Thoy t1ill, 
'oonth t or;othor ri th 

Owing to delay 1n very of envelopes, we ' ,j 
regret the.t we have had ( 'o fall back on wrappers 

again-in most cases . ·! 
d · ·~\ /L· 


