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FhOil THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

It seems to me it is going to be » bigger problem then
ever getting in ell I went to get in this month, so I will try
end sey & little less myself.

First, # note of sincere regret. 48 will be seen from
the Nelson Lee Column, Bob Blythe's usuelly busy pen will have
to be leid aside for some months. Hs got over his opecration
successfully: mnevertheless, acting under doctor's orders he
must teke a long rest. TWe shall miss him, end T am sure 211
| resders will wish him full restoretion to herlth at the
earliest possible moment. Few have done more for the hobby
then he.

Bookbinding: I have frequently been esked for the name
of & gcod bookbinder. Hitherto I heve not been-sble to help
mach, but I can now heertily recommend 2 reslly excellent one.
He is J. L. Macey, 124/6 Queen's Rosd, Peckhem, London, S.B.15
His terms are extremely modercte, and he takes & specisl ~
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interest in the work, for he is by wsy of being sn 014 boy='
book fan himself. Hi: workmsnship now edorns the bookshelves
of many of our members. So make ¢ note of the address, those
of you who have copies to bind. _

Qur "Annual" Ballot: To get something like 2 true
position I have decided that the fairest wey is to award six
points for a 1st; five for & 2nd, end so on down to one for
the sixth position. TJorked out in this wey the voting at
praaent stands like this:

1. Megnet lissterpieces o 173.
2. Cardew of the Fourth 153
3. How My First Collection Started 152
4. BEducetion of an Editor 131
5. How They Arrived 113
6. Comic Papers in Their___ Heyday 100
7. The Gem Reprints 97
8. Imitetion Stories 97

Several other artzclea sre not far behind. "iagnet Mester—
picces" holds = ‘good lerd as it gets most firsts, but some
other #rticles appear on more voting papers.

One diseppointing feature is, however, the large number
of voting papers still to come in. Do send along, pleese, on
plein peper if necessery, es itime is getting on.

. The "Collector's “ho's Who" does not appeer as practically
81l voters took that for granted.

Our hmericen Cousins Get Their Publicity Too: Raymond
L. Celdwell, of Lancester, Pa, member of our clsn and Sexton
Bleke devotee, got 2 fine write—up in "Colliers" lesding
Lmericen weekly recently. It was heeded with & splendid
‘photograph of Mr.CAldwell surrounded with stocks of Fick Carters:
Tip-Tops, Pluck snd Luck, snd other papers whichme anjust as
much to our Americen cousins s the Magnet, Gem, U.J. etc. do
to us.

One interesting stetement wes that there are 1000 odd
hobbyists thet side of the herring pond. And another that
Reymond Canldwell possesses 60,000 different copies. 60,000% —
the John Medoz-aft of .merice!

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT L CIHNBY.
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POPULAR PLPERS OF THE PAST

No. 5:- The Captein.
A4 Magazine for Boys end 0ld Boys

Harold G.Dubb

Towards the close of Queen Victoria's golden reign, when
life wes more leisurely esnd susterity confined merely to the
people without means, the enterprizing publishers of the famous]
"Strend" megezine decided to lsunch » new venture, something of]
2 junior brother te the sbove mentioned publiestion, and this
duly appeared on the bookstalls under the s2lluring title,

"The Ceptain. A siegezine for Boys end 0l1d Boys." In format,
the hew journal closely resembled that of the "Strand", with
double column pages, wide margins and cleer, bold, easy to
resd type. "The Coptein" wes profusely illustrated with
excellent photographs end there were plenty of those advertise-
nents thet boys of 211 sges so thoroughly enjoy, such s those
of foreign stemp deslers, sports outfitters, publishers of
Jjuvenile litersture, deslers in pets, agents for Meccano sets
end Hobbies fretwork outfits, etc. ete.

"The Ceptein", though never s best seller, achieved wide
populerity emong public schoolboys end pupils of the more
expensive secondery schoole, owing chiefly to its splendid
stories of school life snd exceptionelly fine serticles on
sport, particulerly those on the subjects of Rugby end Cricket|
in entirely new departure in schoolboy litersture was the
periodical book review sppesring in the peper. NWeturslly, thd
works sent in for eriticism were only juvenile publications,
but, until the advent of this progressive msgesine, even that
| brench of the eritic's ert, had been entirely in the hands of

the more adult periodicals such &8s the "British WeekKly™,
"The astheneum", "The Sphere", snd to the daily newspepers. I
remcmber read:l.ng with great pleesure, reviews of books by
G.a.Henty, George Menville Fenn, Herbert Streng, R.H.Goodyear
end meny, meny others, equally well known. Then too, there
were instructive erticles on a veriety of subjects; how to
build & model yecht; 1life in other lends; produce of the
British Empire; erticles expleining the latest inventions e
peep behind the scenes in o big factory end hundreds of other
topics, equelly interesting end enterteining.
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Cne of my crrliest recollectionz of this vslusble paper i
& school gcriel which eppeered in its peges somewhers around
the turn of the century. The story in question wes entitled
"iike'", smd it ceme from the pen of no less a person than
P.G.Wodehouse, the zuthor of the celebrated "Jeeves" stories
and lster to become known as a2 second "Lord Haw-haw" and Germe:
brosdcaster. In this particuler story the immortel Psmith
first made his sppeersnce. This elegent youth, with his care.
fully pressed trousers, his sumptuous weistcoats, his natty
ties,-his monacle and his Oxford drawl may reasonsbly be con-
sidered the forerunner of the more universelly known "irthur
hugustus D'Arcy", the beloved swell of St.Jims fames although,
whereas Gussy elweys ended by ruining his magnificent sttire,
Psmith invariably contrived to emerge from the most tremendous
escapedes, unperturbed and wholly unscathed. The further
sdventures of Psmith werc recorded in the book bearing his name
and its sequels, "Psmith in the City",'P#tiith, Journslist",
end "Pemith in New York".

Unlike Cherles Hemilton, the immortel crestor of Gussy and
of Billy Bunter, who, when asked by & literery friend, why he
did not endesvour to write something of 2 better and more
leerned neture then school stories, declared thet there is
nothing better than keeping children interested end rrmsed,
Wodehouse decided that there was something better, left off
writing boys' stories end devoted the whole of his energies to
adult litersture and ultimstely to hob-nobbing with Nezi war
bosses.

Major Cherles Gilson wes enother favourite "Captein"
author. A widely trevelled man, Mejor Gilson could write con-
vincingly of meny very remote perts of the globe, including
|Thibet, Mongolis snd the interior of South imerics. One of

his most populer serisls wee entitled "The Lost Island", & tale
in which the reader is cserried breethlessly from Tngland to the
hinterland of Chins end from thence, after scores of perilous
adventures and miraculous escspes from deeth on the part of
hero and villein slike, to & mysterious islsnd in the South
Pecific. The major had en essy, flowing style, his English ‘
‘wes impecceble end he insisted on laying the scenes of »11 his
books in lsnds he had personelly visited. Captain Frenk H.
Shew contributed 2 number of short stories to the "Captsin"
though, as fer #s I #m eswore, he never published a seriel in
thet peper. Resders of my previous erticle on "Chums" will
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slreedy know g good dezl cf this writer, who, in sddition to
his life on the oceen weve and his litersry lsbours, has
recently teken to broadcasting end cen often be heard in
"Children's Hour", snd other children's progremmes relating
his thrilling experiences as & seilor to audiences of young
folks belonging to 2 netion whose very life blood is the ses
end which provides the world with ite finest sesamen.

Some of the best school stories it has been my good for-
tune to read first saw the light in the pages of "The Ceptain”
including the now fomous Green of Greyhouse tgles by R.S.Werren
Bell; the Clavcrhouse yarns by Gunby Hedeth; numerous excep—
tionelly well written serials by Hylton Cleaver, while Ceptein|
¢.A.Hope wes for meny yeers & regular contributor of excellent
short stories of public school life. The mejority of the
serials thet eppeared in "The Beptein" were afterwerds re—
issued in book form snd most of them sre still obtrinsble &t
#11 good booksellers. I would mention that "Mike", "Psmith",
end "Psmith in the City", by P.G.Wodehouse sre still in print
end ere published by the old esteblished firm of idem & Cherles
Blazck.

4L great number of now femous names once greced the pages
of "The Coptein”. John Buchen, afterwards to become Lord
Tweedsiuir and Governor-Genersl of Csnade once contributed o
mystery serialy G.D.H.Sewell, so well known todey &s &n
suthority on sports of every description wrote some of hise
very eerliest erticles for this splendid magazine, while
Herbert Hayens, D.H.Prrry #nd Percy F.Westermen were slweys to
the fore with tales of mystery end edventure. Herbert Streng,
enother notable contributor, wrote o serial entitled "Nameless
Islond" specielly for "The Ceptein" snd it appeered in the
volume for 1919. Tt wes written in his usuel inimiteble

_deslt with the Germen spy menace end how & smell |
perty of schoolboys on holidey broke up e spy ring and proved
instrumental in frustreting en ettempt to bring this proud,
unconguerable people to their kmees. Although the Great Wer
hed by this timt resulted in # victory for the Allies, it does
not slter the fact thet Herbert Strang had foreseen the debacle
thet wee to come, 8 & close study of some of his esrlier works
written prior to 1914, will reveel. I em swore thet I em |
digressing, but I would 1like to mention in pessing, thet Stremg
gove en exceedingly good ides of the dengers of espionege in
his "King of the Air'", "The Cruise of the Gyro-cér", end
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nTord of the Sea". DBefore finishing with Herbert Streng ol-
together, I would like to plece on record thet I onece received
» "feerful threshing", rs Arthur iugustus D'hrcy would cell it
for informing my master at school thet Mr. Streng wes o fer
greeter suthor thon Shekespeere. It is needless to stste that
I heve fltered my opinion consideresbly since those distent drys.

48 a slight relief to the more serious side of life, I
mst inform my reeders thet the jester wes given en entire page
to himself. It was hesded by @ humorous drawing end consisted
of jokes sent in by roeaders of the peper. Prizes of verying
smounts were swarded for each item published end I must sey in
#11 frirness to the senders, thet meny of the wisecracks were
very funny indced, worthy perhaps, to renk with the best of
those to be found in pepers specializing in humour.

I will close this short review by seying that it is 2
greet pity thet "The Ceptein" was ellowed to diseppear from
the bookstalls after it had Lived for only just over twenty
years. It is on even grester tragedy that its elder brother,
the world frmous "Strend" megazine with its memories of
Sherlock Holmes, hes meeched the end of its long cercer.

H.ROLD GUY DUBE.
Next month. No.§ — The "Bullseye (1931-34)
By Cedric H. Groombridge.

(This series scems to be cresting a lot of interest. If there
is eny peoper you would like included, we will try end get the
detn. — H.L.)

massc=s==e

CH.HGE 07 .DDR%SS: Mr. G. Gordon, late of Ledbroke Grove,7.l0
hes moved to "Brynteg", 203 Wew Romd, Portherwl, Glemorgen.

| T SAY YOU FELLOWS! —Don*t-forget—I collect Fentesy Fietion. |
lists exchenged. Henry J. H. Bertlett, Pess Hill, Shipton
Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

T.NTED UKGNTIY¥: to complete sets. No.l3 Collectors'
Miscelleny end No's 7, 9 end 10 of the Story Psper Collector.
Your price peid. 4. J. Southway, P.0. Box 3, Beaconsfield,
Cepe Province, South Lfrice.

COLIN DAINLS, 209 Mile Cross Lane, Norwich, kcen Nelson Leeits
7180 colleots post-cerds snd e11 kinds of photcgrephs of
electric trsms. Csn onyone help. -




The Nelson Jleg Column.

111 queries end suggsstions to Robert Blythe
46, Cerleton Rozd, Hollowsy, London. N.7.

(Note.— Not only Nelscon Lee devotees, but #11 resders of the C.D.
will be sorry to hear thet Dob Blythe is ot present in hospitel,
having undergone en operation. They will be pleased to hear that
sbout the time he was undergoining his ordesl, his first-born wes
coming intc the world. Mosher @nd son ere doing well. Congretu—
1ations to mother end father, end mey you scon be home, Bob, to
nurse your offspring.

eenwhile, Jack Wocd hes hélped to fill the bresch with en
interesting erticle. — H.L.)

HOT SO USELISS EUSTACE!

("7ith epologiee to the Deily Hirror)
By Jack Tcof
Eustece is e neme whica does not elweys suggest the brightesp
of cherecters. The reeder instinctively regerds the besrer of
the neme o8 someone who is likely to be scmewhet "dim" ot best, or|
et worst somecne with the outlook on lifc of the villein of old-
time melodrema.

Over the yeers Edwy Seerles Brocks hrs given us four
toces, so far es I have been sble to determine.

Berliest of them wes Eustecc Cevendish. Unfortunately, I
possess no stories in which he figures, but “from informstion
eceived", ss the lew would put it, I gether thrt he wes & Union
7ok ch# - g s—deboneir men—rbout—3—
town "type" of gentlemsn erock, owing some kinship to the notorioup

offlos, or the equally famous Toff. He does not, however, scem

to heve pcesessed the more endeering quelities cf Brooks's later
creetions, Rupert Teldo and Normen Conguest. Eustece msde 'some
eppesrances in the esrly Nelson Lees.

Next to cppeer in the pzges of the Nelscn Lee Librery wes
tace Cerey, cousin of Relph Lesli: Fullw-od, the reformed Imut
f the Remove. Cfrey wes on Oxford undergreduste who fled from
the police to evoid e memsleughter cherge end, kidnepping Stenley
levering, e new Erst House senior, ceme to St. Frenks e




102

Z.F. (2nd sories) No0.110 "The Scheolboy Republie" was
leter reorinted in No.455 with the seme title.

3.F. (1st secries) lc.708 "The Kidnepped School" was
reprinted in the second series, No.441 2s "The Kidnapped
Remove" .

B.F. (2nd series) Wo.555. "Peril Cemp" wes reprinted from
Helson Lees (2nd New series) Nos.75 to 77. "St.Frank's Under
Cenves, "The Open air Heroes" end "Peril Camp".

B.F. (1st series) No.713, "The New York Mystery" wes re-
printed in the seccnd series Nc.439 s "St.Frenk's on Brosdwsy',
B.F. (2nd series) No.619 "The Lesgue of Bullies" hos ¢

follow-up tele in No.615, "The Imposter of the Fourth".

These (by R.7.Comrede) were rewrites of the Castloton
series in the Nclson Lee rnd Gen during 1927. The series wes
condensed and turned out es one story in the Schoolboys! Pocket
Librery (G.G.Swemn) 4d. under the title "The New Boy ot Tost—
chester" by Edwerd Thornton (encther E.5.D. pen-neme).

- B.F. (lst series) No.709 "Phentom Islena" wes loter pub-
lished in 2nd series No.447 rs "The St.Frenk's Cestaweys".

B.F. (2nd series) No.244 "The Stuff to Give'mm" is o
recing tele by E. S. Brooks.

For the benefit of E.S.B. "frms", at Bob Blythe's request
I have mede @ 1list of £ll Uir.Brooks' writings at present known
to me in the Union Jack Librery. These include festured
cheraecters such =8 Nelson Lee & Nippor, Bustace Cavendish and
Rupert Waldo.

These will sppesr in Next month's "Column". Thonks to the
courtesy of my frisnd John Shaw, o list of "Gem" titles end
numbers considered by him to be the work of E.S.B. (ond John
is some puthority) will also be given.

Finelly, to mcke up leewey, here is o two-month quota of
Nelson Lee titles, (0.S.). g T o B
| 351 "The Islend Cemp", 352 "The Coming of Lrchie", 353 "The
Trials of Archie", 354 "The imazing Inheritence", 355 "The
Lost Schovlboys", 356 "The New Page-Boy", 357 "The Fooling of
Archie", 358 "Thc biystery of Hendforth's Poter", 359 "The Fun
of the Fair", 360 "Yung Ching the Chinee", 361 "The Yellow Grip",
362 "Archie in Chinetown", 363 "The Friends of Foo Chow",

364 "The Horror of Belton Wcod", 365 "The Drogon's Fengs",
366 "The Schoolboy Crusces", 367 "Legoon Islznd", 368 "The
Lord of the Islend", 369 "Th¢ Enemy Unlmown", 370 "The Cennibell
Horde, 371 "The Bluck Invaders, 372 "The Terror from the Sky",
373 "The Secret of the Pirste's Ceve'", 374 "The inged Deliversr",
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375 "The Golden nover" 376 "The Kingdom of Tonder", 377 "The
Lost People", 378 "The Rivel Kings", 379 "The Invesion of New
Anglis™, 380 "The Storming of the Cepitel™. 381 "Fullwood's
Fortune", 382 "The Price of Folly", 383 "The Clue of the Bent
Spike", 384 "The Mystery of the 6.10 Locel", 385 "The Remove td
the Rescue", 386 "Hendforth's Minor", 387 "The Mystery of the
Ldgemore Hermit", 388 "The hiddle of Demon's Gep".

APRIL FOOLS
4 Topical Review of St. Frenk's Stories
By J. P. Wood

Topicality wes always a2 keynote of the old boys' stories,
and Edwy Seerles Brooks generally ssw to it that April 1st wes
celebrated in due ccmedy style. Meny end varied, in fact,
were the edventures of the St.Frrnks leds on this memorable day
of the yesr, snd, needless to £dd, the juniors, snd Edward
Osweld Hendforth in perticuter, were wcll to the fore in eny
jeping vwhich wes perpetreted.

One of the esrliest of these sessonable ysrns was April
Fools, or The School Without Servants (0.S. 252). Lt this timdg
St.Frenks, with other public schools, wes feeling the dreught
cf the rise in the cost of living efter the first world wsr,
and the servents hed gone on strike rather then accept the
governors' meegre concessions. The chairman, Sir Roger Stone
tried "to pull & fast one" by recruiting o new steff from
Lendon, but the juniors were too flert eAd made April Fools of
the newcomers by meeting them in coeches at Bennington end
then strending them for the night ¢t the South View Hotel,
Ceistowe. Then the juniors, disguised es the new servents,
motored to St.Franks and were solemnly wclcomed by Sir Roger,
who was not at @1l pleosed when he realised his mistske.

Next we had the helidey yern in whichnNipper turned the
tables on Christine & Co. snd sent the College House Juniors
off on ¢ wild goose chese insteed, when the full party was due
et Lord Dorrimore's home. Dorrie, too, entered into the
spirit of the thing end took the leds first to en cld workhousg
insteed of to his home. 411 turned out 211 right in the end,
of course. (0.S. 304).

Then ceme the fooling of frchie (0.S. 357) in which the
lenguid new Removite hed "trouble" with the Monks end the
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"gipsies", snd the College House "reg" wes turned rgeinst the
Monks by Nipper snd the Fossils. The follosing yeer, (0.5.408
Hzndforth was the principel figure in the Lpril First heppen-
ings. On holidey in London, he wes "appsrently" mistaken for
Nelson Lee end found himself investigeting wheat seemed to be e
murder.

Fooling the School (0.8.513) wes in my opinion the best
of o1l the Lpril Fool series. It opened with young Tilly
Hendforth setting the wholc school by the cers by putting every
cloek in the plece on one hour, This rudacious feat wes
followed by the errivel of Tilliem Nepoleon Browne, Th. future
Fifth form erptrin, ond stelwert of the first elevens, cssumed
the identity of ¢ forcign potentetc during his journey to the
school — getting rid of the prince by telling him » fenciful
tele of infectious illnces et the school. Then Browne pro-
ceeded to "inspect" St.Frenk's, giving #11 the juniors @ helf
holidey, gencrally upsctting the curriculum snd ncerly giving
nhis old school chum, Horece Stevins, heert feilurs. Twven when
confronted with the truth, Browne brought Dr.Stefford round to
enjoying the joke by the cxercise of thet forceful personclity
and cherm cf menner which were to place him well smong the most
popular charecters et St.Frenk's in the yesrs which fclloved.

april the First secured ¢ brief montion in The Stolen Play]
(0.5.565) in which Ted Hendforth wes bluffed into believing he
hed been left 2 legecy end es e result he tried to leesse e
London theetre. But it wes kft to the Moor View girls to
provide the second best jepc of 211, Returning from the Sehod
Ship tour the Removites fell reedily into the girls' trep and
were well end truly jeped before they reelised efter a1l thet
st.JFronk's hod not beeome # girls' school snd the boys removed
%o o neerby institution (1st N.S. 152).

4 joke which neerly hed e tregic endingwes whenthe—}
St.Frenk's Scouts sent the rencher Eerl of Zdgemors end "Skcetd
Bellton seerching for '"Tolves" on Bennington lMoor. Owing to
the mochinetions of the Eerl's rivels for the eerldom, the pain
neerly met their deeths in the trescherous bogs in the neigh-
bourhood (2nd ¥.5.63). Necdless to sey, the Removites effectd
e timely rescue rnd 11 ended well. ind here, too, must end
my reminiscences of jepes and screpes on April Fools' Dey.

===




Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Scme of you know the story of L.E.Clerke, fine ertist of
the liegnet in its cerly deys, how he died whilst actuslly at
work on e Greyfriers picture, snd how C.H.Chapmen was instructed
to teke over and imitete Clerke os closely o8 possible. Anyone
femiliar with the old red covers know how well he succeceded.

Now I wonder if anyons cen tcll me in which number sppesred
the lest of AE.Clarke's work. I feel certzin Fo.276 wes his
but No.325 secms to me to be Chapmen's, so it would sppeer to be
between those two.

And that's &1l I've got to sey this month.

THE STORY OF "THE TOFF" (Pert 2)

3By Joscphine Packmen

My first inetelment of the "Story of the Toff™ snded on =
-{somewhat heppier note from thet with whiech it hed sterted: —
Tolbot wes once more beck at St.Jim's, this time es s scholer—
ship boy, with a chence to lerd o new life, keep on the streighlt
peth, end live down the pest.

The next story in this series wes No.353 entitled "Seving
Telbot", ¢ tale of Levison end the "Blades of the Fifth",
Cutts & Co.

Through & very generous action towsrds Levison who had been
& spiteful enemy, the Toff gained o new friend, snd when
Levison finds he is sble to help Telbot he is not found .‘Ledd.ngl.

Tresham, one of the cronies of Cutts & Co. end treasurer l
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of the Footbsll Club, srttempts, by means of » felse tzle of
robbery, to cover up his own theft of the Club's funds and
throw the blame on to the Toff.

The first intimation of there being ¢ thief in the School
House was the loss of a 10/- note from @ore's study, and the
very fact of Talbot shering the seme study he wes noturally
the first to be suspected. 'When Trcsham reported the loss of

£12 from his desk it wrs @ foregone conclusion that the Toff L

would be blemed. But Levison, who hed hed shedy deelings wit
the Fifth Formers,hed o very shrewd ides es to where the money
had gone ond who hed been the real culprit, and he sew his
chance now to repey the Toff for his kindly sction which hed
seved him from '"the seck".

Levison discovers whcre Tresham hed planted Gorc's note
smonget Telbot's belongings and, by meens of his own peculier
methcds, re-plente the evidonce on Tresham. Thus, when &
seerch is ordered, the resl culprit is discovered.

The following week's story, No,356, is called "Captured
by Cypher" end &lso hes Levison well to the fore.

Tt is ¢ rether ingenicus tazle of o secret oypher being
chelked on the fromt door of the School House, by Hookey Welke]
o member of the old Angel iAlley geng who hed escaped from
prison. He used this method of communicetion to threaten the
Toff with deeth if the boy did not help him to hide from the
police.

411 the fellows ere intrigued by this mysterious cypher,
but Levison is the only one to find out its true mesning end,
on discovering the secret of the cypher and what it mesns to
Talbot, he ogein pits his ovm peculiar wits sgainst the enemy,
resulting in the capture of Hookey Walker.

Truly the Toff hed found a friend in Levison! After e
gep of o few weeks enother of the old gang descends upon the |
school bent on theft, none other then John Rivers, the reel
leader of them 2113 end in Gem No.358, "Talbot's Triuwmph",

e reelly cxcellent story is written of the Toff's struggle
between loyalty to his old comredes snd loyelty to the new.

Rivers, or the "Professor" es he is called, ccmes to the
mchcol s "Mr.Psckington'". the new science mester, but in such
disguise that Telbot 4s not sure if his suspicions regarding
the new master are correct.

Jir.Packington proceeds to make friends with Glyn, ome of
the weelthiest boys st the ‘school, snd eventuelly goes on @

&
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visit %o Glyn's housc for the week-end. ]

Talbot does not lmow what to expect but feers the worst,
and when Glyn reports that a burglary hes occurred et his home
he confronts the Professor end demsnds that thé stolen property
should be returned snd the Professor to leave the school.

By e trick, Rivers cntices Telbot down to the old veults
where the unfortunete boy is stunned snd left tied up, while the
Professor prepared to meke en onsleught on the Head's safe end |
then depert from the school.

Now, Skimpole had been using the veult for s workshop and
he errives that night in time to relesse Talbot snd enable him
to return to the school to denounce the Professor who is csp-
tured. Rivers, however, threatens the Toff for "giving awey
en old pal" end ssys "that no lock hed been made which could
hold him", # remerk which proved to be only too true, end was
to ceuse the Toff much misery in the near future.

Gem No.359 conteined quite ¢ heppy little story entitled
"Telbot's Christmes". The usuel crowd of friends sre invited
to Tom Merry's home, Leurel Villa, for the Christmes Holidsy,
end Telbot is teken slong with them.

The twoc fags, Welly D'Arcy end Joe Frayne src-emnoyed st
being left out of the party end decide to "camp out" nesr =t
hand in e ruined tower.

Being the first wer-time Christmas tale, the ineviteble
spy is tracked down snd ceught by the St.Jim's boys, snd & good
time is had by 211. This .yarn, no doubt owing to its spy.
element end mention of concentrstion camps, was cmitted from
the reprints.

Ve come now to the set of three stories, which I think ari
considered to be the best of e very good period, wherein the
Toff hes his finel struggle to remein straight emd to break
| with the bleck past once end for #ll.

The first story is in Gem No.361 entitled "The Cell of thq
Pest" and relates in # very drematic manner how John Rivers
returns to the vicinity of the school in & lest attempt to
reeson with the Toff and entice him back to the old geng.

To help him in his purpose he instels his deughter Merie
in the schcol as ¢ murse during en influenze epidemic, thus
ensuring thet Telbot would not betrsy him as it would mesn
betreying Marie es well.

Merie's task is to use her treining as a pickpocket, end
zlsc to renew her old friendship with the Toff in order to

tempt him back to the old geme! but eles for the Professor's
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schemes, the new surroundings ond the Toffts influence work
chenge in Merie's outlock #nd she refuses to help her fether
eny longer. . But the Professor hos no intention of giving up
his plens so ersily, ~nd in the Becond story of this trio, Gem
No0.362, it is shown how the crocksmen's wily schemés to get
the Toff once more into his power work out, Tolbot is kidnepppd
whilst on his wey to o football metch, teken to London end kept
a prisoner. . Mesnwhile, the Professor bresks into the school,
burgles the Herd's sefe, end leaves behind evidence which he
lmows will couse the Toff to besuspected, empecially when the
unfortunate boy frils to return to the school. After being
kept 2 prisoner for somg deys, Talbot is sllowed to escape, buf
alas, on reaching St.Jim's, tired end exhausted through lack of
food 'end without money, he is greeted with scorn end condemme-|
tion from £11 2nd is "Cest Out from the School" ss = herrdened
thief with the.police elresdy in pursuit.

Only one junior remsins feithful to the Toff, end he is
Tom Merry who hes elweys believed strongly in the Toff.

Tom leaves the school durin: the night to sesk out Talbot)
knowing full well that the boy could not have gone fer, -and,
finding him, sesures the Toff that he will find out the truth.

The lest of this series is written in truly dremstic
style, showing how Tom keeps his word end, by waiting up esch
night, & vigil which is shered by his twc friends Menners end
Lowther, is eventurlly sble to effect the cepture of John
Rivers who had by no meens finished plundering the school.

The Professor refuses to gonfese to the errlier robbery,
end is locked in the punishment room, but Tom means to force
the truth out of him; but while the three chume sre meking
their wey to the prisoner, they interrupt another intruder,
who this time turns out to be: Marie Rivers.

‘She~hed kmown her father-intended making snother sttempt
to onter the school end wented to prevent him doing this.

The Jjuniors were astounded when they kmew the truth.ebouf
Merie, but they knew that Tolbot wes inmocent, end that Merie
mist induce her father' to tell the truth. ’

In the end the Professor wes-forced to reveal the whole
story, but for Merie's seke, efter signing ¢ confession, he
wes allowed to escape. - - :

The importent thing now for Dr.Holmee was to find Telbot
and reatore him to his old place in the school with honour,
-but meny deys pessed and the Toff wes not found. It wes so
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~rsy for one perscn to dissppesr suong the teeming millions in
London where it wes known the Toff hed gone.

I think most of our resders know the end of this story,
how Tom ierry end his two chums went to London snd searched fo
their old friend; how they found him sterving end freesing on
brought him beck to St Jim's; and how, efter & grim struggla,
with death very near, the Toff pulled through smnd faced &
bright and hsppy future,- for who could doubt that he wes any-
thing but true blue after suffering to keep his honour un-- i
strined, helped by his friend Tom who remsined "Loyel to the
Lest". - ; ey

The next yarn in which the Toff is well to the fore, is
once more £ wer-time tole, #s ere quite ¢ few of the more in—
teresting ones sbout the affairs of Talbot.

In "The St.Jim's Recruit", Gem No.364, Mr.Reilton joins’
up es Privete Reilton end he hee no less ¢ person s 2 fellow
privete then John Rivers, the restwhile crecksmen. Thé Toff,
ever willing to help even his worst enemy, believes the Pro-
fessor when he says that he hes kept his promise made to
Dr.Holmes when sllcwed to esecepe, thet he would reform, end thy
boy feels thet his old enemy should be given his chence to
redeem the pest, end, in those wer-time deys of long ago it wa
essier for ¢ mon to chenge his neme end enlist, then it is now

There gre, of course, many other incidents in this story,
es Tom Merry & Co. feel thet it is only enother trick of the
Professor's, but in the end, they too sre convinced, end the
Prcfessor, as Privete John Brown, departs with Mr.Reilton to
the seat of wer.

4Lfter this yern there is quite s long time baefore ancther
rerl Telbot story is presented, other then the Toff being
mentioned 28 » subsidiery charsater. Some resders hed others
for their favourites, sc of course-had-to be-eatered for: —

I heve & copy of the Spring Dogble Number .of 1915, No.375
celled "Winning His Spurs". This number hes yery seldom been
mentioned, in feet only once heve I come across eny mention
of it et all, and thet only gquite recently. :

It is an excellent story, written on o very sombre - one
might elmost sey melencholy note — but ends heppily, as of
course gll these stories do. It is far too long for me to
even try to summarise. I can only sey that it desls with the
Toff's efforts on behslf of emother member of the old geng,
this time Hookey "Wolker who hes decided ot lest that Morime
does not pay" and wents tc emigrete to Cepede. e
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Fow in those: days it wes quite essy for & men to go by
steersge to Cenade for quite = small sum of money, but Talbot
hes rether s strugglie to find sufficient even for that purposd,
Unfortunately his efforts to help Hookey Walker result in a
bresk with Tom Merry who feels that Talbot is doing wrong, but
Levison comes to his 2id end repays some money which Talbot
had loened him scme time before. The result of teking this
money to Hookey during the night ie that Talbot meets 2 men
who is scting somewhst suspiciously on the moors.

For several nights Talbot leaves the school in an effort
to find out what this mem is really doing, but Tom Merry
imegines he has gone tc meet some of the old gang, and ot lest,)
even though the two juniors have ceased to be friends, one
night he follows Talbot and learms the truth. The ineviteble
reconcilietion follows and they set out together to effect the
capture of yet snother Garmen spy.

The three following stories in Nos.376, 377 and 378 deal
with the further adventures of Talbot snd introduce yet anctheq
of the Angel Alley geng, one Ticky Tepp who had been secen
sround the school before.

Gore gets himself into trouble through this man end Tslboﬂ
comes to the rescue.

1 em efrsid I cennot feel very enthusiastic sbout this
particular episode es I think it is rather s little too fer-
fetched looked ot from sn sdult engle, but of course the whole
geries wes well up to the Hemilton Standard.

(continued)

MAGNET TITIES (Contd.)
179 Bob Cherry in Search of his Father, 180 i Schoolboy's
cross-Roads, 181 Seved from Disgrace, 182 The Cock of the Walk,
l183—Inky #inery, 184 -The Schoolboy llillioneire, 185 The Slacker,
186 The Only Way, 187 Driven to the Wsll, 188 Ashamed of his
Father, 189 Sent to Coventry, 190 The Outlaws of the School,
191 in Ungrateful Son, 192 Footbzll Foesl, 193 . Schoolboy's
secrifice, 194 By Shoer Grit!. 195 The Bully's Chence,
196 ,For the Honour of his Chum, 197 His Lest Match, 198 The
Stolen Cup, 199 The Downfell of the Fifth. 200 Wingeste's Folly,
201 The Duffer's Return, 202 igeinst his Father's Wish,
203 "By Order of the Form", 204 The Perting of the Tays,
205 ‘The Duffer's Double, 206 3olsover's Brother, 20T The

hoolboy loneylender, 208 Tempted, but Truel, 209 The Schoolbof
%Enggreﬁ, ZlOYBoleovér's inor's Lest Secrifice.




Ol _Poys Book Club

Greenwich Meeting, March 19th, 1950

4 grend muster of twenty members sssembled et the home
Charlie Wright on the occasion of the llarch Monthly ieeting
Telegrams from Herry Homer end R. L. Brown, letters from
F.Keeling and Hylton Flatmen, snd & post—-caerd from Ethel Le
ennounced unavoidable non-sttendance.

The cheirmen opened the meeting in his usual good styl
the minutes of the previous meeting were read and signed.
Then fcllowed & very lengthy correspondence reed first by t
secretery end then by the chairmsn. Most of this resulting
from the recent "Leader" magezine erticle. There were seve
highlights in this meil of the month end smongst these were
two letters from Senor Victor J. Gonzelez of Los Palmes, Ce
Islends end which were written in perfect English. This g¢
men is & very keen devotee of Frenk Richerds and it is to t
hoped thet he becomes s member of the club. Not such e goc
letter was the one the cheirmen reed from Bob Blythe, ond 1
good wishes of £ll the members present go out to Bob for a
speedy recovery ond the resumption of his good articles in
Nelson Lee column. The cheirmen then proposed a vote of t
to the secretery on his good work of the past month in deel
with the vast amount of correspondence.

The tressurer's report ceme next and & sound finencisl
poeition wes given in 2 cleer concise way. He too was then
for his endesvcurs on the proposal of the chairman,

The populerity of the club's crested stetionery. hes Wt
out the woodcut end, in view of even grester demends for 1l
| attractive notepeper, especiaslly now thet our northern col.
lesgues sre getting together, it wes decided to obtsin two
quotations for o metel block. This wes left in J.Geal's &
R.Whiter's capable hends. The size of the new block to be
thirds thet of the old one. Postel provincial members sare
asked for their kind indulgence in the deley of their sher
of stetionery. These will be forwarded on es scon €8 the
block comes to hemd.

. f P I L B . A Rl B P s IS IO s T SRR LY TR W VL.
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be steted thet our cheirmen, Len Packmen, holds pride of plece
es he hes won most of the populesr competitions end shews thet
he is o greet euthority on the hobby.

In view of the recent controversy ebout Thomson Fouse,
Dundes, boys' story pepers, » couple of letters from Helmen D.
Frost, who hes written enonymously most of the stories in thoir
periodicels, provoked grest interest. This gentlemen intends
to become @ member of the club snd it will be very interesting
to heer end leern his views.

The sele end exchemge plus the sociel get—together followef
end subjects of interest for future meetings were discussed.
The excellent catering srrangements were in the cepeble hends
[of Olive Wright end her willing bend of ledy eseistents.

New members of the club are C. Vemnimore, R.C.Long, R.Jonep,
R.J. Godseve, R.E.Brown, end E.Blight.

The next meeting will be held on Sunday April 16th ot
Hume House, Lordship Lene, Eest Dulwich, London, S$,E.22,

Forthcoming ettraction, the vice-president, Herbert Leckenby,
will be with us in September.

Attendence: A.Blunden, I.Vhitmore, E.Reynolds, C.Vennimo:
R. end h. Descon, Len, Josie end Elesnor Peckmen, R.Southwoeod,
P.Podro, C.Wellis, A.Young, W.Lewson, R.Godseve, J. and Mrs.
Gesel, R. 4Nd E. Whiter, C. snd 0. Wright.

BENJAMIN G. "TWITER.,

01d Boys' Book Club
Northern Brench

Steedy progress is being mede towerds forming = Northern
Brench. An edvertisement wes inserted in the Yorkshire Ew
Post, which brought several enquiries. A room hes been found
Fwhich would be aveilable —om wither the second or fourth |
Seturdey in ecch month, end it is hoped tc orrenge the first
meeting shortly. Would enyone who has mot elready done so,
but is interested, plesse get in touch with W. F. Sewyer,
172 Ternside Drive, Sescroft, Leeds, st cnce?

INVITATION TO DE.LLIRS .ND COLLE@TORS: Tiented, percecls of
kegnets, old end new, on epprovel, Deposit forwerded in sdvence
if required, (to C.D. subscribers). Unretained copies,
remittance end postege returned.promptly. J.Welsh, 345 Stenl:
Road, Kirkdele, Liverpool, 20.




Eere's the Answer. .

In his query sncnt "The Socialist Girl", ur. H.,7.Fennell
voices onc of the mysteries of the Victorisn Penny Dreedful.

A4t the conclusion of "The Merry Tives of London" a sequel
dceling with the further iniquitous sdventures of Leure -Bell
under the title of "The Socialist Girl" wss snnounced, but
there is no record that it wes proceeded with.

As numerous copies of "The Merry "iives of London" have
survived, it is logicel to sssume that the sequel, hed it been
published, would have survived also, but no copy or even &
solitery penny mumber is ¥mown to exist snd,what is even more
significant, no sdverts offeriny the book for sale cen be
traced in the Sale and Exchange columns of other Victorian
pepers. It-is barcly possible thet e few numbers did sppeer,
but I am morally certein thet the story was never completed.

JOKN (IDCRAFT, Ilford.
Cen Lnyone Tell?

T am of the opinion that Cherlton Les, the talented authpl{
of many Aldine Dick Turpin, Clsude Duval, Spring Heeled Jack
and other stories, when & young suthor on the steff of Cherles
Fox around 1880-90, wrote the rehashed versions of "Sweeney
Todd" and "Spring Hceled Jack". Cen snyone produce more
definite information in support or disproof of this contention?

J. MEDCRAFT.
siould be greteful for details of sny stories of St.Uduelph
School in the Diemond Library.

F. STURDY, lfiddlesbrough

uNTED: All back numbers of Collectors' Digest. Also Annuals
Bill Mertin, 93 Killside, Stonebridge Psxrk, London, N.W.10.

FOR SALE: Complete works of Gunby Hedath (elso ss John Mowbray
up to 1948. Lbout 60 books, 4/6 cech, including postage.
Titles on request. Good condition, meny eutographed.
i.J.Southway, P.0. Box 3, Besconsfield, Cape Province,
South ifrics.

VANTED: Magnets 1169 to 11743 1175 to 1185; 1191 to 11943
1050 to 1052. John Robyns, 41 Friar Road, Brighton, 6.

T ULG.WTLY: Your price peid. Gems 819 snd 946. Leonard
?EU‘%!I. §i’ ~Fohdele Road, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22.




— Jack of 4ll Trades Comes with the Spring
Februsry 28th, 1950.

Dear Herbert Leckenby,
sany thanks for the C.D. I had quite &
jump when I sew the picturc on the cover, - which I remember
from ever so many ycers ago. I could not make out the date on
it; but surely, like “iaverley, "tis sixty yeers sincel Or mord
then that. I recell reeding the story st the time, snd remembex
e wild midnight ride, end en ostler who pushed into the fray
with # pitchfork, end other such thrilling incidents. I wonder
how many of the original rerdirs of thet old number sre still
going strong!l
This one, at all events, is going full steam shead.
"Iynwood" has meterislised ot last: I sent you a copy the othed
dey, os I thought you might like to sce it. "High Iymne" comes
Jout 2t the seme time. However, my chief intcrest et the present
time is in my new cheracter, "Jeck of .1l Trades", who will be
with us, like the flowers, in the spring. I lik: Jack so mich
myself, thet I should be tremcndously eleted if the verdict
should be, #s in the old song, "They ell love Jeck"!
I liked Eric Fayne's srticle on "Bessic" very much indeed.
I em gled thet you rdded your note thet C.H. wes not responsibl
for the inconsistencies. It wes nows to me that Miss Bellew wag
merried, end I had never heerd of lMr.Hertley: so reslly I
couldn't be ected to leeve it ot that.
With kind regerds, .lweys yours sinccrcly,
FR.'K RICH'RDS.
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Telbot. to the Fore!
sierch 11th, 1950.
Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Thenk: for the C.D. to hand, - 2e good &8 ever. I wes
specislly interested in the erticle on the "Toff" by Josephine
Peckmen, ond shsll look forwerd to what is to follow in later
¢.D's. It is curious thet I heve had 2 greet meny letters on
the subject of Talbot, asking for him to be given 2 show in thg
Tom iierry books: eand sc I em featuring this chesrescter in the
book which will be published in September. At the moment it
is in & sketchy stete.

I liked the erticle in the Leeder very much indeed. One
or two trifling errors don't emount to much, in e picce of very
fine writing. I wes interested too in your reproduction on the
cover of "British Boys". I well remember the first number
coming out, though it doesn't seem so long sgo as 1896. I wes
quite & young suthor in those dsys, — in feact only five of six
yeers old fuctorisllyl

"With kind regerds, Alweys yours sincerely,
FRANVK RICELRDS.

"iho'11 Collect "Hotspurs" in 19907
Seacroft, Leeds.
19/3/50.
Deear Lditor,

Present dey pepers like the Hotspur cemnnot compare with
the Megnet, Nelson Lee, Union Jock ¢nd others of yesterysser.
They have no intimeecy, no cheracter drswing, and the suthors
gre hidden behind en "Iron curtein”.

My son of 15 tekes & mild interest in them, but he simply
devours a Bunter book and is es heppy £8 @ aenﬂhoy if he geta

I cennot for the lifc of me picture him or enyone else
scouring the eerth for beck numbers of the Hotspur forty

eers on .
b4 * Yours sincerely,

7. F, SATYER.
(Thet's to the point, enywey. — E.L.)

1ANTED: Schoolboys' Own Libreries feeturing Greyfriers, 1/6
to 57— each offured sccording to sge. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside,
Stonebridge Perk, London, N.7/.10. !

LiadTED Filga, Photogrephs, of PEARL WHITE. Robyns, 41 Frier Rdl-:

Brighton, 6.




Famous Five kept

.
the "?mjecttd Bully

B Hn '-lzlg:dlmur yesterday

Wt .rl:\‘: e iealthy  2taries ti!

v co! 3 ;

ose strict-code of condOct W& reraes. Outy ancaks fike Skinngr | BUt 1 can’t help feeling that the

strove o hgrd to emulate! af the R,,,,,,L d,.,,...,d.; 10 “:,, Fenous Five were worthier in

o L ¢ depths ciery way than the modern hard-

We fy%er chnier iaied smuk. 3 boried “heroes They entartalned

tng :n those day~ u! Murbe these schoulboy heroes of u% and helped 1o kee stralght
something just not done oy our schoalboy heross ped P W srale

crduv wili be scoffed at by the —Greyfriars For Fver.
o sophistivated youth of to-day.

MAX PEMBERTON

To the older generation of collectors the snnouncement in
the Nationel Press snd £lso on the B,B.C. programmes of the
deeth of liex Pemberton enother link with the past has been
severed.

September 11th 1892 sew the old esteblished house of
cassell, of the Belle Ssuvage, publish No.l of # new boys'
peper which was celled "Chums". A young London journalist by
the neme of Mex Pemberton wes instelled ss first editor. After
gix months Mex Pemberton geve to the boys a feast of good
fiction in his "The Iron Pirete" which wes written in serial
form. But poor circulsation wes the cruse of Mex resigning
the editorship. However, the paper tock on 2 good leese of
1ife end later we find enother story by the first editor. "The
| See Wolyes" which was written in 1894. Onc yeer leter he head
wihe Impregneble City"™ primted. Im 1902 "Pro Petris" (For |
Fetherland") eppeered end this brought him feme s it deelt with
the Chennel Tunnel scheme end the verious controversies essoci-
sted with it. Other outlets for his prolific pen were stories
for the Strend Megmzine, slthough strictly speeking not en old
boys peper but published by the "Captein" publishers, viz.
George Newnes. Strangely cnough, coinciding with Mex Pemberton's
demise, the "Strend" magezine enncunced its own swen song, @
victim no doubt to the chenging times, as several old boys'
pepers know to their cost.

ind so we older boys say ferewell to & brillient writer.

BENJ iMIN G, THITER.




211 letters, manuscripts, etc to be addressed %o the
Editor of Blakiana Section:- H.li. Bond, 10 Lrw en,

Fhiwbina, Cardiff,

THE ROUND TABLE., APRIL 1950,

During the last few weeks I have received some
very imterecting letters from readers, some of them new
and a few old friends vho have folloved our popular sleith
gince their bovhood days. Up until now most of my cha%
has been taken up with other matters but I think thet it
is ebout time that I mnde the feature more fitting to it's
title, and so, for thir issue I propose to print some
of the more interesting items vhich my correspondents have
mertioned in their letters, I hope that this vill foster
closer links between readersa. The original U.J. "Round
Table" vas femous for it's presentation of "letters from
readers" and I think that a revival of this vill be more
than welcome to those who take the hobby seriously.

lr. Leonard Allen of 3, Liontgomery Drive, Sheffield 7.
has seirt along a very fine little article emtitied "The
Case Of Sexton Blake and the Title" which yow:ill all- be
roading shortlye. In his accompanying letter he mentions
that his favourite suthor is Robert kurray with Lduy Searles
Trooks folloving closely. He gocs on to say:-

"Phe Coniederation yarns, first recd from 1918 onvards
1eft a narked impression and I was able to obtain the




118

The Rount Teble (continued).
reprints a couple of years ago, deriving just as much ploas-
ure fron them, except the finel yarn vhich eleared matters so
quickly. Remenber, tos, seeing a silent film, around 1920,
in vhich ire Reece wis pitted agninst Blake and Tinker, title
was "The 7?272? Liner Kystery". It was shown at, vhat is
now, the cldest picture house in the city. I will probably
surprise you vith my favcurite artist seese..-Frod Bemnett.
His careless style still intrigues me, clthough I nust admit
that Erie Re Porker's presemt vork is excellent despite the
fact that very often the S.B.L. 7d Lilbrary cover illustrationg
do not fit cny perticular incidents in the stories. I have
one in mind <.. lo. 161 (3rd series), "The Income Tax Consp-
iracy" by Anthony Parsons. During his long career Eloke
vms connected vith almost everything, films, stage, radio,
internctional intrigue and so one..I noticed that, vith the
outbreak of World Var IT and the prospect of long hours in
Air-Raid Shelters the AJPe introduced a new cerd game on the
'eops and robbers' theme called SHXTOI! BLAKE. lever saw ohe
uyself, but vonder if any fellow collector still has a pack
and plays the ganee Do you think a description of the gnue
vith the cheracters, would form an interesting article for
Biakianal®
YES, 1Ml ALLEN, I em sure everyocne vould likec to have

fuller detoils of that imtriguing Blake card gase. I -onder
if* eny other renders recall it? I nust confess that I have
never had a pack, but rould very nuch like to. And ~hat do
vou others think of Fred Bemeil as a fovourite authors I
would like to have letteors abeui favourite artists.
L & ;mhl:.she;Lhnund volumes by favourite Zlake uriterd

are ment:.:lnad by John Cocher in his latest letior. He first
of all nentions "The Tilted Lioon®™ by Barry Perowme vho will
be remembered for his Blake versus Raffles stories in the
1930's. He thought it ims "sheer unadulterated tripe". If
any other reader has read this new book I shdl be pleased to
have his views, slthough this, of course, is not strictly
Blake materiale John nlso considors the new Rex Hordinge
took "vory poor stuff indeed". Ilrdinge, writing under hig
non-de-plume "Capstan™ gives us a stoery called "Foud". I
have a feoeling thot it may be o rehashed Bleke story, but
cannot trace it oz vet. HaiteBe

Heile




BLAKE?'S FIRST C ASEs

by WALTER 'EBBe

3 IYEVEY] 36 HHERR RO

a****q

THERE have been sevoral storics deseribing Sexton
Blake's first case. As thiese wvere all differomt narratis
one is loft in sone confusion of nmind as to vhieh version
the correct onee.

FIRST thore 'ms the easc ¢f "The lystery idillionair
by fal lleredith, acknovledgod to be the first Blake story
ovore This vams published in "The Halfpenny linrvol" in 1
Then, in 1905, thore apnearod betwoen the covors of "The
Union Jack" the story entitled "Sexton Blake's First Case
written by ex-editor Stanhopo Sprigge Two or thrce year
lator Cecil iayter began a sorial in "The Boy's Ilcrald"
forturing "Sexton Blake at Scheel" in vhich norrctive he
doseribed the youthful Blake's activitics in holping the
round up of forecign eriminalse. In view of Blake's tondo:
yoars, one is compelled to accept Haytor's versien as the
likely one.

HOLELESS, and wvithout evon a nocme, the lad vho wms -

becomo forious under the name of Sexton Blake, lived his b
hood tho hard vaye Alcene and friendless he had to depen
upon his sherp vits and dauntless courage to avert starvo
until thoro enterecd his young life the mysterious Dr.lanc:
tho befrionded hime Vhat educotion the hotioleoss vaif ro
before cntering St. Anne's Colloge vms given him by his o
_friend and tutor, the doctor, and fittcd him tho botter fi
his new and happier life within the schocl vallse Thoen
Lancastor vas killed by cortain rien vhose ormity he had o
he loft bohind hinm sufficiont funds to pay his young pupi
focs at Ste Anne's, at vhich institution the latter enter
a8 Sexton Blakoe

HERE he mict for the first time "Spots"™ Losoly, his
friend in nany later adventurcs, chiofly in Africa. Tho
torer Ve 1111em1al Chriet i ara oroomted "Shota™ o e~11 him
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or thousrt ho did, onc rould not retalicte to his bullying
tacticse  Blako 'ma doscribed as tall fer his age ond slightd
ly built. Certzinly he rrould not loock = vory formideblo
proposition. Sut young Bloke DID reotaliato, and a firut
rosultod. Hard as noils, tough as vhipeord, the ncw boy nadg
short work of Wightman, 1ho was left to faec the ridicule of
his scheol fellowse .

TEN told it ves tho custem for all novw juniors to fag
for tho Fifth and Sixth, young Blake 'ms toc good o sportsan
to rcfuso, so that vhon "Spots" Loscly selcoctod him for his
fog he 1:ade no domurs It siey scer: curious thot ono possosscd
of such strongth of character and qualitics of leadership
should suliit te being ordered cbout in such foshicn, but
Ble ke took on irn:ense liking to Losely, ond vams pleasod to
scek his conpany cven in this capacity. In turn Losely grew
to respoet Blake's storling qualities and oventually rcfused
to alloxr the lattor fag for hin any longer. So tightly hed
the bends of friendship bocomc drawne

YOUL'G Blake scon proved hinsolf good at sports, but it
vas on the running track thot he shone particularly well. It
ms at St. Anne's that he doveloped tho long, gliding stride
vhich sent him covering the ground ot an amazing pace = tho
same stride vhich subsequcently made hinm fanmous as Untwana,
the fastost rumnor in all Afrien. There was onc porson vho
had vay good rensons to be thankful for young Bleke's ..rrival
at tho s¢hosle Ho tos Dre Wilson, the leadrmastor.  Tho Hoad|
was in the power of a guag of Fronch eriuinals vho vore re-
norsolossly bleclmailing hine  Sie Annc's, a rather gloory
place, vas situnted by tho sea, facing the irench coast, and
| the crovks-gained edmission—to tho building by ncans of undor<
ground passages leading fron a eave to tho scheol chapola
Fron thare othor passopes led to the Head's studys then, on
coring in contact ith ono ef the blackmailers, ycung Blake
recogriscd in hin one of the nurderers of his fricnd Dre
sncaster ho wms spurrcd on to deternincd cfforts to save his
unfortunnte Hoadmester, and bring the criiiinels to justice.
Tn their porsccufion of the Head, the crocks begon to roan thd
gcliool ot vAll, wmbil Blako tock a hande

spperemtly in his carlier deys, the Hoad had boeono
sixed up in the activitics of the pong who twore in possossion
of cortain informatiom, vhich, if divulgod, 'ould cost hir; hig
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Tis presont honourable positions  In ordor to avert this,
harrassed Dre Wilson honded ovor the school funds, but in
rotroat from the schocl the crooks wore pursued by Blake a
nSpots" clong tho sceret passages vhich wore honoycombed u

the school buildingsae
£ SOLETHING \:rerixs't wrong hovever; tho crocks discovored

their pursucrs wore only boys and thay turncd at boy, o ta
and Blake and Losoly worc nade prisoners instoad of vico v
vith the rosult that thoy found thansclves Leins taken aer
the channcle They cscaped by jumping overboard, vore »ic
up by a pescing steanor, ond subsequently landed on the Ir
Coust ot a =swmll Dlace csllod Dunquerques  Lheir next sto;
was a visit to tho Consulcte, vhore 3leke handed ovoer to 1l
British Consul, the school funds vhich ho had nanaged to 1
from the grasp of the Irenclmen, before he and "Spots" jun
overboorde Throurh the gocd officcs of o Frenchman, ono
friond of Drs Lancastor, vhe arranged thoir passago home, |
Blelc and Losely werc soon bock at St. Anne's apgain,

VERY soon the rong struck agnin, ond this tine thing
1o tkod deeidodly sticky for the nuch porsccutced and unhany:
Heade Their noans of entry into tho school discovered,
had obvicusly civon wp ony furthor hope of being ablc to o
nore noncy from the men they had been blackmailing -so ruth
lossly, and so had decided on revonco.

LN o dead nan tmos foundin his study Dr. Wilson dis
ered hinself in the position of boing uncble to secowtt fos
his movonente at tho time of the erime. “The Hend's nsser
that he mms outside the schocl grounds alone wms disbeliov
in view of the hall »orter's statenont to the offoct that )
sav the Doetor and the dead mon in the study togcthore Tl
“| sconc in the study tms & dranuctie olle, vith the Head's fote
the balanee. DBut the youthful Bloke's eoxtraordinary up r:
ing undor Dr. Lancastor had nade hin sclf reliant and obse:
to a degree vhich would have been surprising in onc threc
his ages and although in ignorance of Dre Wilson's actual
cbouts at the tine, he wms able to prove beyond doubt that
Eoadnaster could not possibly have comnittced the crines I
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stirping vithin hin,.the urge to gob out into the orld, to
placo hinsolf on the side of the law and ordor, and dovote
hinsolf to the task of assisting those vhe were in sere noed
of s-ch 2id as he, by reason of tho unique talents bestowed
upon hin by noture end vhich, like his physical strength he
mould dovolop to am oven grooter degrec through the years, ves
apororod to zive.

OF his subsequomt cascs — thosc he undertook vhilet still
a toon ager - these nust be the subjoct of another article.

THE EIiD.

HEXT 10:THs~
oI CASE OF SEXTOM BLAKD AID THE TITLE"
by Leonard ii. Allen.

UeJe TITLES for 1926 and 1927#%*
TIZ ROUND TABLE - with uore itcus froo letters.

GOLTIIG Tif JUEs— “WLI ING HIS SPURS" or Sexton Blake's Test
Case. This is the sequel tc the fine
article by Waltor Uebh thich wo have rroat
sleosure in printing this nonth.

UATEDY  S.B.L. Rt serics (1915-1925) lo'si= 3,6,7,9,10,12,
| 13,14,17,18,22526,27 531 ,34,35,36 537 338, 39,40,45,47 449,51,53,
83,99,103,104,105,106,107,108,109,110,111,112,113,114,115,115,|
117,119,121,122,123,125,127,129,130,132,133,135,136,139,140,"
141 4143 ;144,145,147 ;148,149,150 ,151,153,154,156,157,158,159,
160,161,163 ,164,165,168,169,170,172,173,174,176,173,161,182,
183,184 ,185,188,189,190,191,193,196,197 ,198,199,200,201,202,
203 4204, 205 ,206 5,219,227 ,228,230,233, 248,250, 255,256 3257 4262,
263 9265, 269,270,271 ,287 ,293,297,296,310,312,352 33544367 4,360,
361 ,362,365,366 5368 371,380,382

Ploase state condition and prico. Bond.lOErv “on.Rhivbinaa
Cordiff, South Valose

=000~
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EXCr

SCE: 3 Gems ior 2 liegnets bofore 1915.

GE.S WITH COVERS: 221, 243, 231, 336. 232, 220, 284, 395, 296

380, 422, 420, 401, 412, 411, 436, 437, 345, 331, 462, 469,
459, 468, 103, 185, 167, 168, 130, 72, 66, 441, 170, 208, 4TS5,
484, 513, 524, 528, 543, 742 753, 748, T95.

GiwS HO COVER: 14, 161, 170, 278, 212, 141, 142, 246, 364, 377

378, 189, 158, 258, 194, 270, 405, 404; 406, 715, 778, 799,
(33, 36 - 32.)
1LGNRTS V. TH COVER: 272, 275, 177, 118, 251, 249, 325, 358,
348, 380, 329, 330, 365, 459, 464, 5C1, 503, 595, 597, 490,
551, 542, 559, 651, 757.
{L.GNETS NO COVER- 220, 326, 114, 152, 129, 130, 260, 247, 258
248, 308, 269, 219, 318, 221, 262, 270. 371. 122, 126, 133,336,
371, 314, 353, 298, 429, 409.Dcuble Numbep-.

Please send Titles and Numbers of Megnets to I. Shepherd,
1 .ithelstén (lose, Shifield 9. NONE FOR SAIE.

TWANTED: Gem No.334; =lso other numbers concerning Talbot, end

S.0.L's concerning Rookwood. E...Hubberd, 58 South View
Crescent, Sheffield, 7.

If ycu have only one OID 30YS' BOOK for sele or up to 10,000,
Consult Bill Mertin, 93 Hilleide, London, N.%.1l0. snd be sure
of £ Streightforwerd desl. Present dey market prices offered.

WANTED: Union Jack mumbers 1380, 1383, 1388, 1391, 1396,

1397, 1401. W. Derwin, 76 ‘iestern Road, Esst Dene, Rotherhem, |

Yorkshire.

WANTED FOR COLLEYTION: Nelson Lees (014 Series) 1-102,
105-118, 120-132, 134, 135, 137, 138, 140-145, 155, 158, 164,
205, 227, 230, 234, 235, 237, 238, 240, 241, 242, 248-250,
252-255, 259, 263-273, 276, 284, 285, 302, 303, 305. 312, 314,
316, 319-322, 324-329, 332-334, 336, 33T, 342, 344-348, 39,
505, 507, 511, 512, 514, 538.

First New Series 17, 33. 2nd New Series 52, 141.

4 few miscellesnecus books for exchange, i.e. "S.0.L's",
"Bullseyes", "Thrillers", "Boys' lMagezines'", "Boys" Cinsms"
Cedric H. Groembrilge, 12 Bermwell Hoed, St.Devid's Estate,
Kingsthorpe, Ncrthempton.

YANTED: ©Old Sextun Bleke Libraries; elso Boys' Friends,
Megnets, P.pulars end other old boys' books. Williem Smith,
57 Garkby Road, Syston, Nr. Leicester.




LEEDS JOINING THE
BILLY BUNTER FANS i

Club wiHl revive schoolboy heroes
Y.E. Naes Reporter
EEDS is forming a "'Billy Bunter'’

the spirit of such tmmontal characters as lHarry<P

‘Out'"

Wharten, Bob Cherry and the fat °
School.

Therr adventures in the Mag
n: m.mnehmm\edvnunlleq then.
sands of schoulboys for ncarly 50
vears until 10 years a.o  when
publication ceased owing ta shoit-
aze of papet

To-day, Tare copies nceded t.
complete collectory’ sels are fatch-
ing anything from 2s. to £5 each.

Secrefary of Lhe -Leeds club,

\lr W. F. Sawyer, of "'u'-ﬂﬂt-
Seacroft, sald io-day:
1he nplaiw. lhnl if
and were
agaln nﬁl.shel there
would be less Suvenile delin-
yuenry,  These yarms  alwavs
pointrd & mmu without being
goody- g

* CLASRICS ™

iy Buanter

home a1 K L e, NeLT
it foad!uh':‘ Kenl althnru.g‘n urned
‘has aceepted the presidency of
R o “hrcl i b known under his
wehoul- fhv e ife B eucr now:
'Is:?nf -print ank Richards of the
Onn of the first w.m»r.u.ﬁ.,lm Martin Cliffozd .af the
em, ur Owen Conguest nf Boys'

1)

v Bunter
o talk apan
s and  exch:

ot
e

jn wax Mr. Nerman Smi
year-old sales mannger fo:

w
nehle.

club to revive whien

of (.xrey[nnrs

No harm

Au Iy there s no mrm
n'l all :hu

Shat magsatne d
aumd The Cham
story [

hl\ iﬂh made one—
Al'\lﬂ”ﬂ to ne

5

e fame mice,
rtcm.ngm tor Use knuckleduster
* Colin 1s not lioe the boy of our
voung days. We had the Magnei
snd om 10 resd, with tales of
iy and schoathoy adventure
with Nah 1¥prs as Bob Cherry and
08
‘t‘t'm youth.
® ADgsLer
L are his

There
& Jocked cupl:mrd Tus 18 2 cate
of the wins of the son b g vissted
on the father 1 never dreamt for
ane mmnrm that {hings 'uu this

Durrm |r:v heating & eWtting
from The Daily Mail was nraguce:
m court by AMr 5 Hulchinsen
defending 1he vourh Ee said - -

I have here A LswADADRT
pertire of such Uhings A R hov
can but n & wellknoan shop m
London They cost Is 6d cach

[AND: On ¢ day,
25.3, 50 the Daily
¥ail published a

TR R peber e b |Teport, "The Case
ullecllh; Magnets. Alreads he has nudd“m g.u‘ s v.\‘l?;u“:-’ui:'s lﬁ$ _H].B'GOI‘.Y Of a Caosh
AUTHOR FPRESIDENT |1:rj?llll:-¢|”|;‘l|:r:| .;;J:Sm soner 1« Boy". Interviewed

i S B e s RN b I thor Apalia
Lo ¥ ;a8 dn the -amgze

para . a8

AS_YE GO TQ PRESS: This useful "splash® g;nfﬁ-‘;gh what we
appearcd in the Yorkshire Bvening News, |have aluays con-
Friday, 24th Maxch. . i 5o « + {tended. .. iy




