


OID llOYS' BOOK CLUB 
Rortheni Section 

..• , l'h<! firet meeting '!'88 held et 2~9 Hyde Perle Road, Leeds, 
~ ril 22nd, oOllllll8J>Oing at 6. ~ p, .m. There """ a v er,- en-

• ~ng attendance ot ,-thirteen (W8're . not superstitious), s 
· tie1Jlg "n- chums". , Th• awipicious event got otf to a good 
.'a':tert when a t elegrem W$e reed from the London ql ub , a nice 
gee~ which w.es ,greatly Sl_)precisted .' 

Herbert Leclcenl\y took ' the chMr pro tam. jie geve en 
utereat:fng eccount of ,the rise of 'the C .D., and the m.ecy 
thrills, pleasure, end 8-rrifT of friends it b.Ad brought him. He 
went on to tell the ranantio sto%'7 of t!>,e forming of the Old 
Bo,ye' Book Club in London, ho" it had become famous, and the 
~ble pabliciv 1t had geined. ,. Be geve a vivid deaorip­
ti011 of the hap1>7 atmosphere end hoepitaliv which reigned et 
their l:ICIDtilU meetings, end thet ea e reaul t it wee decided to 
etar't e sec tion with heedquerters in Leeds so that northerners 
oould have en oppqrtuniv: ot getting together in similar 
fHhion. jle ooqcl~ ·~ aqi.ng · 1t looked es if we ha d made 
s ve%'7 _prom1Bill!r -' etert. · . 

Official.a ware then elected as foll01111, Chairmen, Norma 
Smith; Vice~h81.%msn, .Reg. A.. HUdaon; • Seoreto%'7 i,nd Tree 
Willit>JD F. 3.EJWyer. 

Bill SffllTer followed with En eooo unt nf hie activitie s. 
It included the etor,r of the r"""':rkeble response to e l atter 
ot hieiblie~ in the "11(,,nchestar Gu,,rdian" • 

Th ceme o gener al discussion in which many velu.ebla 
euggea ona wer e mede. 

T1!Q ot those present wor e Herr,r Do,rler end Clifford 
Beardsell who had trevelled from Ysncheater end S tockpo~ 
re epeoUwly. - Others wore - c-lb e .S1111paon, Nonwn Smith: ,­
Reg. • !lild*ID, Gereld .!u.liaon, W-. L. ,Williemson, H. Barlo,r, 
- Price , 8 . F. Al:uitoge, J. H. DOrn<?tt, Herb~ Leokenby, and 
w. p. Sawyer". Sever el others have already joined th .. sootio 
but were pr<>Tented from ettendiDg. . 

The next gt,th.:ring will teke the form of e dinner on 
SPturday, Jun e 2nd, when it -is hoped "" shall have with WI 
L<fQDerd P,,okmen. 

"1. F. S11wyer, 
Hem. Sec. 
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Herb ert Leckenby, Telep hone Excbsnge , 
c/o Central Regis try, Northern Command, York . 

FROM THE EDITOR' S CHAIR 

It's en Exciting Life! I said in Js,nuary I had an ide s 
it was goi ng to be anothe r event ful yea r. I didn • t know the 
half of it. Sin ce I wrote T11lf l est cha t so much has happ ened 
th at it i s almos t imposs ib le to r e~ord it all . However , on ou: 
centre pag es we er e doing our best to give a selection of pres 
cutt ing s app ert aining to the hobby of hobbies . And he re are 
some comments -thereon . 

In- connection_nth _the fo rming of '!.Jlo rth ell! branch of th 
o .B.B .C., at Leeds the Yor ks hire Evening N"'1s bas opened its 
columns t o us in fine style. Then on March 30th th er e was a 
very in t eresting sale of Vict ori an penny dre adful s in London• s 
Chancery Lane . The press ga ve it quite s lo t of attentio n, 
the"Daily Her ald " esnec i all y had e great spread with some of 
our vete r an members int erviewed. 

The f ollo wing morning a reporter on th e London "Deily 
Telegrap h" r ang me up. He sa id ha bed been speaking to Frank 
Pettingell t he day before ( at th e aele of cours e) who h ad tol d 
him something abo ut T!11f. ~ctivities. Qui t e a l ong cha t followe , 
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I d&s;, it c the f eet t ~.ct it ·::r s tl: a p eek period on r:ry s•.ci.tchb o ord l 

1,ext day, April 1st , nearly half a co lu.""1 qi p eered in the di g ­
nified columns of the "Telegroph ". It was g ood s tuff, but I 
should just lik e to mske one criticisl!l . During our chat th e 
reporter said he und ers t ood there was gr ea t riv alry b et ween th 
different groups . I l aughed ond re o li ed . "!':!' word, y es , it's 
quite e headache trying to please •em all." But in his repo 
it rather giv es th e impr e ssion th Pt I s aid it ~a s surprisi ng 
how intolerent coll ectors could be. On 11\Y' sol e,,m word of 
honour I nev er dr ea mt of using the word int oler ant. ,fey , bl es 
II1ilf life, I am on e of th e v et er ans IJ\YSelf end em es sorry as 
t hey ere that th ere ' s not more about the olde r p apers in our 
pe,ges. Howevar, I think they will und erst l'nd. 

On Tus ~dey April 4th I got th e bi ggest thrill of all -
the B.B.C • . Leeds hea dquart ers r ang me up end asked if I ~cul 
go over to t ake part in a bro edc est th e following evening, -
"Uo -t'o-D s t e" on North Home Se rvic e , starting s t 7 .45. It was 
a reel surprise ( ectu ell.y Bill Sawyer, disciple of Len Pe ckmR ' 
b ad b een et work ), and r ether short notice. Ho·.vever , af t er 
the que stio n of getting o Pelief on rcy j ob bed b een sett l ed 
~e got it fixed !'l'• 

5,3 0"1:he fol l owing eve ning found me in the Lee ds studio 
elong .. 1. th Bill Sawyer. '!Je wcr« inet by i;r . 1.;cGarry who b ed 
ru:, pert of th e br oadca st in hand; Over t e~ rn d c r·koe '70 got 
down to working ou t a sc ript. It took n ee rl.y two hou.rs to 
r oheerse , tis we bed ···.fo-w or!t ""to r" snli<t sec ond. Ono cennot 
My ' lliuch in thre e m:iJ!µt:es, but I did manr g 3 t o gii't in v ~,ord ' 
-for th e'.O.B .B.C., ,, tr i b.ut c. to .th e pap er s of " bygone dr y, 
ond o sugges tion th at if such p<'per s r etu r ned t o th o booket r l 
thore would, Derhe? s, be not .Sc r.ru.cr hoPrd ebout juveni l e 
de linquency. 

When th e ti ~e drew n cer form ~ to spe" k, I h r d an in­
cre a sing f ee ling I was going·. to h, ve "s t age fright", but onc e 
I got on th e . s ir I was f oirly comfo rt abl e . Al l th e s eme, 
'llh en I m>s told eft urwE>rds I came ove r okoy I f elt hrp pier. 
l}nywoy, it Nes e .novel eX;?erienc e . 

,By s curious co incid enc e, Fr ank Pettin ge ll WP.B being : 
questio ned in s i:niler f ~s hion the s ~me evening on t el evi sion , 
but he wouldn't h ave st&g e fright. 

'"on e ot he r littl e .pi>int of int eres_t : Mr. 1'.cGarr:, es ked m 
to t sk e e se lection of p rpers ~~th .~e . "11:on I cxpl r in od th~ 
hist ory qf some o:f". tb.em . - th e id entity of euthors in th o 
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' bc ;,· :...1 Fri .nd, f .:::- in •.t rnc ~ , hG 51,;G;J.r;iC gr ... r.t : y i"2t?ressed, ::ind 
sc id there ,, rs E'mpl c. I!Wt eri rl fo r a p~e :,ill . .:to ourselves 
Bill Ser,yor , v;i th memories of t'l bro ~d.ces~ ._spate t~me ago . i n 
sugc(&Sted it •.-,ouldn ' t be a ba'd i dea to .l~-t; ·t h.ose ·who-knew som 
thi?lb about th e subjec t have a go for once,· ;-.Mr . 1!.cGarry 

· e~i l ed snd 1 wel l , we'll wai t end s e 6. 
':/ell, as I said at th ~ beginning , it's en exciting life . 

· th ese days f or 
Yours since r ~l,y , 

HERBERT µ:x;KENBY. 

POPUL:>R P J'ERS OF Tl!E p;.sT 

No .6 - "The Bul l seye" 

By Cedric E . Groombridge 

During th e third wee k in Jenusry 1931 poste r s adve rt ised 
c ne,-; boys• poriodic&l. ,Ii t h this rather s ti cky offe ri ng, th 
first "tup pe nny" bl ood of the 1930 ' s wes born - "The Bullesye" 
Similar in size t o tho 11Msgno t 11 it was as alik e ea cha l k end 
ch eese . Twenty - eight of th e most pro f usely i ll us tr a t ed pages 
wer e oacked within bl ue cove r s of most strikina design .· The 
tit l e "Bull se ye" was em;,hea ise .d by th e slogan th a t it " Hi t a 
th e riar k every tim e" end a full -pag e illustr a t i on d epic t ed som 
.blood-curdling it= f ea tur ed i n one of the y erns. knd hit th 
mork it certainly d id right from it .a fir:,t issu e of . . Jsnue ry 21 
193 1 ! If boys of thet pHiod .woro keen -on yerns of the super 
ns tur <>l this n,;w peper re e lly provided th em wi th a lli the thril s 
t hey des ire d . COO'menci ng Yii th llo .1, on~ of th e .f ev t ur e y ~rns 
v,cs 11The House of Thrills " - c most W1usual house . £'nd one lik e 
to r o;nein unton vnt t.'<l even :in these deys of hollSing .. short ~get 
Built by on old miec r some hund r ed ye vrs pr ev i ous l y;, this 

- ch cerfu:rttaMttrtton-,, es scid--t o- be- bui -11>-en thE> sit <> 9f - o l d 
pris on g,- llow s; · - · 

Non~ dered occupy its f or b i dding we lls until ' ":e<ier le ss " 
John Pen ton vill u , en ex -,; ome hunter crippled by o . lfon, ·took 
ove r th e pl vc o t o gein thrills tb e t he WllS unable to obt ein 
elsewher e . Not content with sec r e t passages end ghostly shop 
etc . ( which inv ori,-bly l od to 8 pot -of gold l oft by the ol d 
mise r ), Pentonv il l o edvert i sed £100 to . eny pnewh o could thrill 
him with ,. s tory. :.s t his pe r ti cul a r yarn r vn thr oughout the 
life of th e "Bu l l seye " Fe cr lea s J ohn rnist h av e be en elm ost 
11Penni l css 11 J ohn, as h e disposed of ot l eo et £19 ,400 i n r e turn 
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for tbrillillg storiest t 
Second f eature ;ysrn in th e old copies was un doubtodly 

"Tho Sign of th e Crimson Di,gge r'' which dea lt with th a s ctivi ti s 
of o s ec ret soci e ty, hea vily ga rb ed in b l ac ll: 1ri t h a c rims on 
dag ge r einblazoned on th e ir breasts. These sough t out imp ondi 
wrong-d oe rs end after three warnings delivered in th e most 
extreordiru:ry ",cann er , if the vill ain still p ersist ed in c s rr,y 
out t.is int enti ons , h e was disposed of in a vary un orthod ox bu 

, eff ec tiv e ~BY· Thi s s ocie ty p ~rform ed succ essfully f or some 
fifty-odd issu ~s to b e fin al ly supplanted by a new series 
entitl ed "Unc anny Sto ri es" which titl e elo n e spea ks f or it~ elf 

\"Ii th the coming of No . 14 'cf th e Bulls oy a , a truly r emv1-k­
ebl e che r ac ter ap p ea r ed and -ebso l u t el ;r domin at ed th e 193 1 lesu s 
of the old blu e p aper . No writ e -up on t his p ope r woul d be 
compl e t e without de t a ils of "T ho Phan t om of Cursit er F i e lds " . 
This gru es ome sp ectr e was rop ut ed t o be th o ghost of r hi ghwey 
man hung in chains and to s ay it wes an une asy ghost is putti 
it mildly, He app ea r ed whenever mist was pro:nin ent in th e 
loc a lity of Cur s i to r Fi olds, and apart from sc r ring e ll th o 
citizens of that n e i ghbo urho od , he cort s inly · succ eeded in 
"putting th e ~r ee ze up" e ll "Bullsoy e" r e~ders if l e tt e r s t o 
th e Editor were any indication. 

. Let me quot e thr ough th e medium of No, 14 of the pa p er haw 
the Phant om app ea r ed. I mi ght add th a t the h ero of the rye70 
Bob Bry on, i s with his f a th er , a polic eman, when suddenly -­

"Out 1n th e misty da rkn ess , on th e, othe r s i de of th e :n ~rro w 
str eet , something was looming with pl' l e , b lui sh g l ow 
r,nd Bob caught hi s f l' th er•s s rm. 

, 'Dcd - ·l ook! Over th ere in Sword Alley!' . 
He hee rd his f a th er gr,sp , th en ~th st ood t r ~nsfix ed . 
Through ,t he mist t hoy sew e missh ape n, t enuo us form end 
thrust out fr om it was e grinning, grimacing f r ee . It 
was with out colour s nd y et it s eemed t o shine w1 th " 
_sp ect ral bl u e-tinged glow. They s aw g l eri ng ~y es -
'en d th ey heard " bPbbli ng. 

It ·vros e weird end ee ri e sound, th e lik e of whi ch h rd 
never ~efore come to humen ee rs. :, 11!1lted jP bb ering of 
ghostly r.ords, end whil e they b eard it th o f ace gr ew 
c l ee rer in th e -mist. 

'It's t he. Ph ent om!' cri ed Bob . 
, , lhil e he s hout ed , Po lic emPn Bry en drew hl .s trunch eo n 

rnd hurl ed it wi th 'r,ll hi s force. In th e in s t ant that th e 
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'.JCO;><.n left hi ~ h.::.nd: tte S')ect r r l f cTI!l clis !!ppcor ed . 
Both hevrd th e trunch eon cr ~s h ~gninst th e wall of 

Sword Alley end drop t o the l!l'OW'd. Sr.ord ,Uley WBs acpty 
st'lve f or writhing curt P.ins of mist~" 

Well, y ou Victori an f ens, how fvv our ebly does th a t compPre 
with ycur Penny Bloods? 

I might edd that we were ur ged weekly t c rerd the yarn 
r 1,~ erly es " a ll 'J\YSteri es would be expl a in ed in th e final 
yvrn." Well , th e lll)"Ster ., t o me in th e fin,,l y ~rn wee how th e 
eutho r managed to expla i n ewoy in three or four p errgrephs how 
Guerdsmen wi t h aiachins-,,une, nots, poison ga s, etc. f t ile d t o 
make rs much es " de rit in the Phantom ·- who turne d out t o be 
qui t o e decent type a ft e r ell ~eellyt Stiihl , wlw t did th r.t 
motter considering th a enjoyment " e bro ev ery v,eek with tho 
PhFnt om? 

By the tim ca the "Bulls eye" wes io months o ld its q•ll'lities 
~er o presum ably firmly estPblished end the yrrns seemed . to get 
even more revol utio ner;y in i del's . A br end n O'\"i s eri es ~ommmic 
with No .39 anti tl od "Secrets of St onemoor". Thes e wer e -~ll eg 
r "Printa · of docume nts .un er rt hod only e short whil e l'go end 
dep ict ed prison lif e a t St onemoor in th e ee rly 16th c entury. 
L:n inte r esting point is ih et th ese stories c"tered f or an:, of . 
th e f r irer sex t he t mcy h ave been cour egeo ue enough ·to reed th a 
11Bullseye 11

, tlS in vari cbly thtJ-l ove ol ement woe intr oduced es e 
n ew stimul ant. Erc h st ory centr ed aroun d ~i ther v convict 
( usurlly wrongfuily imprison ed) or tho new govern or ( who vme 
chrnged weekly).. This series r en successfully un t il No .65, 
J.pr il 26th, 1932, end wcs · then replMed wi th e series ce llGd 
"The Bl ack Moon11 C.celing ,;.ii th £1 gecd.ng house in Prr is. · 

Th, seprove d t o be eqw;lly successful end es 1933 g ot under 
wrry it seern.ed f Eirl.v s rf e t o essume th F>t th e goo d ol d "Bullsey e ' 
wes__.,.,_cu d~ in w·t .b.,atQrl e_s lik e.. "Sec .r.ets of th e_Eri j;_QJli~ 
( l1 lin er s eri e_s), ''The Inn with l" Thous tind Se cr e ts", "PhE'ntom 
T~les 0

, u Aft e r De rk'', it h erdly seemed possibl e th ot the Bullse o 
wes heeding f or the Velh a ll " of boys• periodic a l s . In 1934, 
the drewn illustr a ti on on the ·!rcnt w" s r ep l ec ed withe ph ot o­
gr <'phic typ e of cov er. In f!1/f opini on, it was by no means es 
compelling as th e old type of ·iUustrr t i on. Th;, pub lishers 
(Lmalgtil!Wted Press) were epperently trying to pump fr~sh bl ood 
int o it , but by September 1934 it W!lS obvi ous thot th e f eClili er 
blu ~-c vvered b 0o k .w£a ~bout t c dis nppe~r fr ~m the newsrgents• 
r eek. Ve,ry shortly after, on e very d is md Fri da y, from Ill)" po in 
of view , on turning over the page s of my b e l cvod "bl vod" , I · 'rle a 



confronted by t l:.o rtqu,..st no t t o miss II th v br r.nd-ncw beys' 

prpor cppccr ing naxt w~t.:k cn ti tl E#C. ''Thr ill i ng Sc r ~cn Stq ri oe 11 

( or somet hing eq u.-l ly nr use r t1 !)8 ) -- oh, r nd by th e vmy, '!th ~r 
woul.d 'ba no furth er issues of th e 11Bull eeya 11

• Thus priss vcl 
r notber popul Pr boys• p~pe r int o th e void of Ti me. 

~ 

DO YOU REt!'lffiER? 

•rm t r ppe r r cd in the Comee 
J l'nurry to lll'rch 190() - 50 y e, ra vgo . 

By 1.r i hur Hr,= is 

for . ~~~rgvgf t~: ~£Afc~~~pgf:mgr "t ! ~tr ~tt!Wi e~0 r ovo 

months of 1900. 
First t here wee "Comic Cuts", th ~ fr ont p l'ge ch er cc t ers 

of which wer e Cru soo , th o f rt , Bo •sun with th 0ir litt l o eleph en 

Th<it ae r i ol wos "Priv r,to John Byrno, of th o Fi ghting Fifth". 
••Funny Cuts" hr,d th0 Buzzuc Prl s rs i ts ·-front p('gc ch er ~c 

t6%'S Pnd bed two s eri " l s , "J r ck ""horo" r nd "'fo rth 'YPiting For 
In "Chi ps " th o col ebr r t ed pl' ir, 'Ye"ry "lilli -, Pnd Tir od 

Tim ed.ornod tha front peg o Pnd th o s<>ri ol wee "Th o Sp ect r e of 

th u Bleck Rocks ". 
Fr ont peg .a charrct ors of th e '".'lorl d • s Cocrj.c" V<'ri ed, but 

ncE'rly r ll cont Fin ed Kruger. 'Pho s cr i <lls running wer e: "Th o. 
Cors ei r of th e Cl ouds " by Cht'rl os H~i l t on; 11Thc F:-t {ll 
Lik eness" . by Coptr in Col oo,-:, Grocra; "Th e D<ndy Spoi·t" by 

Chllr l os Hr.Milt on ; "The. Socrot of t he Schn ol." by Ch ~rl es 

· Ht :nil ton ; "The Sh cppc rf ord 1-:Ystcr,;" by · Kor,n:,dy :~ ng . 
' · "Th o Funny Wond er" h ad Slir., Jim end Fr eddy . Pi cf r c v rs it s 

front p cge chsr rc t ers. Thos ,, "!er e desc r ibed rs fi rst cousins 

to · 'Jee ry ~lilli c £>nd Ti r ed Ti m. Th e s " ri el s duri ng t his ,>Ori 

wor o: · 11The CJ.oeed" Chrmbor 11
· ; 

11Th .... Huml'n B!'t 0
, ttnd "!{ni gh t of 

th e Ring", th o l r tt or by HF-rry :irthurs. 
"Yrks" -ha'<! J>riv£>tcs Cerey r nd Ss rt y r s its f fro n t prgc 

er tis ts bnd no s~ ri a l s wer e publi shed . Co"P l ot e sto ri es only 
war e publi ehcd; · 

··· : · .: "Tho Comic Ho'llO Journ.~1° fron t p~go s ,;;,r e f i ll ed by Lr rry 

rn d Bi ll end the s ericls running duri l'lcl this P"r i od <1Cr o " By 

Ord er of t h• Thr oe " by Regim,ld -,r ay Fnd "De od ll!an No Sc cr ot s 
o;'o li" "by 3..., ry St ".John . 
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. ..iry .H f ~n~ Bou..,ci n.; 3ill y fillu d th e fr ont p Dgea of "Th<a, 
Big Budgot" r nd t he a0ri c>la running duri ng thi s pe riod were : ~ 
11Dt1rk Se crets of London" by Roy Kee n; "Herd Pr essed" by l\le,x we l 
Scot t; "Phil Gla dwin" by Henry T. J ohn son , and "A '/o rld in 
.'.rms" by .Sidney Dr ew. I 

"Th e Holf p6 nny Co:nic" front 11ogc ch aract ers wer e Som, Tem 
and th eir donkey Fl rm , end the eilriel running wee "The See l of 
neat h" by Henry Fermer , 

Poodleposh and Parker, th e comic detec tiv es, wer e the 
ch ara ct ers ado rni ng "Th e Colour ed Comic's" fr ont page s end th e 
se ri r ls running wer e: "Th e Fre eboote rs", "Th e Islan d of the 
Deed" by Hepworth-C l'rrington; · "Th e Eagl ohuret 'chums et Qxfo rd" 
by Cl e rk e Hook end "Thr c e Brit is h Loda" i,y' th e Bl'me outh or. 

THE "!JNNU.'.u." BtJ.LOI' 

Pr esent Positi on 

l. Magnet Masterpieces 224 
2. How .t.ty First Coll ectio n St ort ed 208 

3, Cordew of th e Fourth 204 

:4· How They .'.lrriv ed i79 
5. The Gem Reprints 141 
6. C<>mic Papers in Their Heydry 138 
1. Educ e tion of • n Edi t or 1}6 
8 . · Imit e tion Stories 

9 , Consulting Room cli.et 

131 

119 

--t-u-,;:wm r,,,- -v-trr:"T"<",., r m,"d?rough-,Odir-£,m t esy -type ,-f! cy-e·•---Fri;,nd -­
Li b r r.ry, etc . Henry J. H. Bartl ett, Ship t on Gor ge, Bri d11ort, 
Dorset . 
\1.:.?.'TED: Ndlso n Lee, Secon d N<3W Seri es . Nos . 29,30,34,35, 
41-46, 48, 49 , 51-53, 55-58 .. 6~4 . 69-71, 74, 78, 79,83, 93, 
108 , 152-154. Si ngl~ copi es t aken . Gor don Thompson, 
133 Ferne gh G.V., ':ihitccbb cy , N<es r Belfrst, N. l. 

'.,LNTEO: Lees , S. B.O's, 'll'ri t e to J ack Cook, 178 -Ma;r~e St r ee t, 
Benwell , 1'1ewcost ),e-on-Tyn e. S.A. E, pl ea s e. 
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T~ ~~Ol\. ~ ~olun,.1'-
.;ona ucted by Rob ert Blyth e . ----- - ---, 

J..11 queri es end susgcs tions tempor Prily t o 

L. Pacia:llln, 27 .'.rchd ol o Roed, Er st Dulwich, London , S .E .22 . 

Now thct zqy fir s t "Cvlumn" on Bob's beha lf hoa app ea r ed in 

print, I ""' wai ting f or the brickbats t o be s l ung a t me by him 

ond .Lee- ites goner,, lly t 
In tho morn.tim e h ere i ii th e second dose of medi cin e : :.s 

you will have reed in i.p ,:il "C .D." I rm using th e Col= t his 

month by giving the titl es ~.nil. otlior · pcrticul pre Pvr il eb l e 

r ega rding Edwy Seor l os Broo ks • wo:cks .Qtber tlll'n in th o N~lson 

Lee Libr ary . 
Thie i s in r ccord ance with Bob Blyth e ' s wi shes ; f er aooe 

til:ie ego he as ked me if I woul d l ot him bev e r ll th e inf ormPti o 

I bad on th e subjec t r s he th ough t th et Plt hougb per hPps some­

wbllt off th e b ea t en t r eck:, th e st ori es by E .S.~. would b e of 

int er es t t o re Pders of the Column, espec i elly es somo of th e 

st ori es in th e "Uni on J r ck:" f ee tur e N~lso n Loo end Ni ppe r. 

Fi rs tly th en, h er o r r <. th e "U..J rc k:" titl es . 

111, "The Fl ashlight Clue" ( - )I 794, '"?/oldo th e Wondermr n" 

(Wol do )I 798 , ' 'The Cr ee of ·tho Fiv e Boi rs" (r1); 799 , ''Th " Clu e 

of the Froz en Kilif'e " (N. Lee ) ; 800 , ''The !,ff pir of the Br onze t 
Monkey" (- ); 801, "The Shvngh r ie d D~t octiv e" (':1); 805 , "The c~s 

of the St r-cey Rubies " (,I) ; 810 , "The Clu o of th e Soco nd Bullet " 

(N .L;h &1}; "'Ph6 Ri <ldl o of Quint on Greng e" (-); 8 17 , "Tho Gr eo 

Spirit ue li sm Cas e (~1); 831, "The Vvll oy of th o llissing ?~on" 

(NX:-}j,1 59-;-"Th .i r-t;,story of- the - Onrr-led-0..k" (-N.L. )i 865, ..!!!l'ho 

Clue of the Gr een St ein " (ti ); 870, "Th e ~st ery of the 9 .12 · 

Express " (N . L. ); 874 , "Th o Chessingt on Towers l1Ystory" ( - ); 

888 , "The Human Limb" ( - ); 892 , "The Cese of the Chinese J.ntiqu " 

(-); 917 , ".The •1pges of Deet h" ( - ); 921 , "The Str r nge Ct>se of 

t he Edgewor e Recl use'.' ( - ); 930 , "Dr . Brro:l and ' s Erperimen t ( -); 

939 , '.'The Cl u e of th o Yellov. Dust" ( - ); 942 , "In th o Gri p of 

~,el do' ' (~,); ·948, "Th e rlond ermrn •s Cholleng o" . (•1) ; 962 , "Ruport 

Woldo - Stunti s t" (,;,); 1054, "The Fleming Spec tr e of Cloo mo" (•/ 

1077, "The El ectric Mtln" ('J ); 1104 , "The Loopord of Droone " ( , ) 

1118, "The I.£f cir of th e Rollll'n Reli cs" (w); 1131, "Th e Pllupor o 
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Po"<(ar th Cestle" (\i ) ; 1132, " Th a Curse c,f Penge rt h Castle " (r;) 
1135, "Th" Great Stad ium Sensa ti on" (':I); 1219, "17ald o 's Wonder 
Stunt" (!i) ; 1220 , "The Mfair c f th e Prof ess ional Av enger" · ('.i) 
1221, "The Case of th e Second Bl ackmailer" (W); 1222, "Th e 
Li l!,htning Flash l\'iYst er,y" (VI); 1266 , "The Aff a ir of th e Br onz e 
Llirr or" (W); 1267, "The Dia mond s of Devil Poo l" (~i); 1268, 
"Jungl e Justic e" (w); 1320, "Th e Case cf th e Shriv Gllod Men" 
(:i); 1322, "Th e Cap tiv e of th e Cr ag" (1•1); 1354 , "Th e Case of 
the Thr ee Bl ac k Cat s" (Eustace Cevendish); 1357, "Terror by . 
Night" (E .C.); 1358, "Th e Death Snarl" ('.7); 1364, "The Fr ozen 
Men l.tyst er,y" (E.C. ); 1384, " Quiv ering Steel '.' (E .C. ) ; 1425, "Th 
Red f!ct Racketee r s " (w); 1433,, "S ex t on Bl ake on the Spo t" (•I) ; 
1490, "The l,\yster,y of Blind Luke" (w); 1499, " Once a Cr ook" (,1 
1501, "Wald o 's t;,ey Out" (11); 1507, "Red Send" ("I) ; 1516, ''.Se:ict 
Blak e 's Understudy" ("-1); 1528, "The House o f Li ght" ('1); 1530 , 
"Vill ege Vengea nc e" (•,) · 

The fellowing ar e s t ories pul!li shed in the "Gem" ·Library, 
all of which ar e c ons id er ed by J ohn Shew t o hav e bee n written 
by )tr. Br ooks . These titles er e fr om Mr. Shaw's r ecords, and 
el l cr edit is du e t o hi m al one for much re se,. rch in ord er to 
obtain this inform l' tion. · 

146, "The Te=ibl e Thr ee ' s Sub"; 258 , " Tom Merry's Pr omis •; 
264, "Fatty Wynn - Pr of ess io na l"; 260, "Hi dde n Tr easure st 
St.Ji.m's; 273, " The Sch oo lb oy Inf ormer" ; 314, "D' !,.rcy's ~s t e · 
ous Pr 1::sent"; 319,. "Thti House:ia et er• s Peril''; 391, "..U. Captur ed 
Chum11

; 429 , "Jl Miss i on of z.tyst ery4'; 515, "Rive l s in Sport"; 
52 0, "The 1den of rf.yste ry"; 9~i , "The .Boy f rom Russia"; . 999, 

'The Si egE::! of St . J i o.•s.11
; . 1022, 111Jnder Gussy ' s '.1ing''; 1023, "Th a 

Boy ,1110 Held h i s Tongue"; 1024, "The Chang eling of St.Jil!l's; 
1025, "Under False Col ours"; 1050, "C£rdew th e ll'night Err l'nt"; 
10-59 ''Hendf-el'th---a.t - St .J -im-' s.1- lo6o, -1.!J>.l aying-for--the -~ t14- -
1061, "Hendf orth's Third Test"; ~062 , "Handf crth's Triumph " . 

Lnd now t o ~~nd up ,her e era th e usu.el month's quot ~ of 
Nelson Lee Ti t l es. 
389, "Th e '.mnd er ing Jew"; 390 . "Whan a Boy's Dov.n" ; 391, "Tho 
Demon ryi thin Him" ; 392, "The House of a Th ou s and :Ezy-es"; 39 3, 
"Th e Boy who Couldn't Li e"; 394, " The Ghost of Somert on Abbey"; 
395, "l.rchi e 's Pant omime FE"ir,y"; 396, · "J ac k Gr ey' s Temptati on"; 
397, "The Boxing Unknown"; 390, "The Br And of th e Brut e" ; 399, 
11The Sch oo l "."!it hout Mts t ers"; 400 , "Pe ttic ofl t Rul e"; 
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401, 
403, 
"The 
407, 
409, 

11Gocdt.:d t ... l~CV;'lt"; . :t02 , 11D'OV:"11 ;·.'i.th Pc.t ti co r t Rul e " ; 
"Tho "",vr £'It St .Fr flnk's ; 404 , "Th<.. Remcvo ct Bey 11

; 405 , 
Si ege of 'F e.rt Res olut e "'; 406, "Th1;.1 :u-miatic o et St.Fr t'lnl s 11 ; 

"The Berr ed-Out U:istr ea ees 11
; 408, 11 : . Pr icel ess Tin e ; · 

11,,.\lf •uggins .:irriv e s" . 
-----------------------------.,.---
~/.:.NTED urg-mtly , t o comple t o F' v olume f or binding. J.!egn ote 
No's 1118 end 1119, Robert ,file on, 100 Br oomfi e ld Roc d , 
Glosgow, N. 
~/ANTED: .'.ldin e TUrpine end Bl e ck Bosa. Boys• Comic Libr ary, 
Uugget , Pet er Fl int s eri es; Di r,:nond Kettl o se ri es; Nel son Loe , 
1st s eri es; Boy s • Friend 3d Libr ory, No 's 32, 218, 294 , 186, 
334. Prices, e tc. Boys• Own Libr ery, l>io::iond e f or I:xche ng e . 
':i. H. Cl o"8h, 3 Fonthill Grove , Sr le, Manch ost or. 

FOR SLLE: 11Comete 11 with Bwlt er St ori es . J • . :.... Bol end , 
~nsw uod Gar dens , Rvnel ag h, Dublin, Eir e - Ir e l Pnd. 

~i..NTED URG!.'NTLY: To Compl et e sets. No .13 Coll ect or s • l' is­
cell any ead Jfo • s 7, 9 , end 10 of the St ory Poper Co lle ct or. 
;,., J . Southw ey, P .O. Bcx 3 , Beac onsfield , Caue Prvvinco , 
S:>uth Mric o . 

<;;:Jfl'ED: ·ill bE1cli: numb ers Coll e ct ors• Di gest. ; .i ac, Iumu als. 
Bil.cl J,!e.rtin, 93 -.Hillsid e ; St onebridge Pork, London, N.17.1 0 . 

'lfMITED: Sch •·ol boy; s Own Libr llri es f lle turing Gr ..,yfri ar s , 1/ 6 
to. ~/ - eo~b :off er od, r ec ord i ng t o oge . Bill Mortin, 
93 Hilltid e, St unebrid ge Pe rk, Lond on , N .'"i.10 . 

EX.Cl!liNGE ol d , cnd rrr e Sext on Bl ek os 1920- 1928 fo r Sext cn Bl oke , 
~ skuii on cov er 1930- 1939 only. ' /illi rn:i S!'lith," 

_ _5.7-Berkby , !(oa d 1 .... Syst on, Nr.L 0ic est er. 

FOR SALE: "Billy Bunt er in BN!Zil" ; "Billy Blmt er•s Banknot e"· 
Bilfy Bunt er'<l ·,Christ !lll's . Pe rty; end two Tom Morry boo ks. 
1u.s o Holid ay Annua ls. Off ers. P . Checkl ey, 18 Torlingt on Roe, , 
Couzldon, Covantry. 

FJ.VE Y·CU J.NY NO. Olill, ? 

Coll ectoni - pl fe so r ep o,rt an,y No.Ones th ey er a f ortun2t e eno"8h 
t o poss ess ·; . ·Th~ r es~c-n - Pn int eresti ng - "nd r,rov 0 cPt i v~ -
ert ic l e f or th ~ Annuol. 
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(bt) f>v~~· .Doql~. ~lul-

~------ E..ST DUL'1ICH. .:.i>RI'L t\lIDrING -------~ 

The cheirman • s m~-eting , with · the no..- f ami li ar teleph one 
conversation with our Herbert, proved t o b e high],y succeas:f'ul. 
,;,. sc ore of members a tt ended and th ese 'li"Or e. well rewerd e~ by ,. 
v ery convivif'l time. The minutes of the l e st meeting , .togeth e 
with th o tr ees ur er•s rep ort , w"re eccopted end · sign<>d. · The 
correspondenc e wee re~d nnd discussed. 

· The next i t ·em en the . t>genda vres th e new block of tlie ·club · 
crest. Thr ee quotations v.-ere given, the l o1Cest one being 
Bob Whiter• s. He had drawn a n ew picture of th o design rnd 
had e bl ock 1'!ede. This VTE'S don& es " .speculation, f or if not 
suitable t o th e club, ho would h~v e it f ~r his own use. 
However, e un ani mous v ot e accep ted th e tend e~ and J. Get>l was 
instructed t o ge t the crested club sta ti one ry printed. ~ 

het>rty vot e of appr ec i otion V(OS acc orded t o Bob ':lhiter for'Iire 
admi rable eff ort in ge tting th o block monuf ectured. Tha 
design has b een copyri gh ted. 

Pr o1'lptly e t six o 'cl ock the vice-pr es ident wdo his 'phone 
call end the usuel good conversati ons ensued. 

,;,. fine n ov e lty quiz devised by Len Pe ckmen was won by,. 
new 1'!ember, R. Godsr ve, a very credit ob l c effort. Sec ond pl ac• 
wPS sh ered by I an ~/hi tmore rnd Chrrlie ".'/right. 

Th~ pos t Fl members • bE'll ot th ~n t ook pl ace an d the f our 
successful members wero E. Cox, T. Conc flrmon, n. J<;nldns, l'nd 
E. Uind ov~r. The first two win c;,pi es of "Billy Bunter's 
Benef it", whilst th e letter two rill h eve c opi es of "Ra llying 
round Gussy" sent t o them es soon r s they r r e received from 

~ tlfe pub'Us ?Rre -.--
B" b ':/biter then ga ve on emus ing reading from Greyfri ors 

Holiday Annuel 1925 entitled "!,. FPlse .W.arm", by Toddie Grllce. 
Tho next meet ing m.ll be held e t 706, Lordship I,E'no, 

\'lc,od Gr een , N.22, on Sundry Mry ·21st . · 
Th e Brighton Meeting bas been provisi on e·11y fixed f or · 

5und sy July 16th end ell :nember s er & asked t omtJ ke c not o of 
this. 

The exchmlgo arid mert foll owed ~nd the conclusion of o 
lw ppy evening cruno wi. th a he erty v c,te of · thonks t o the host, 
ch oirm an Len Pe ckmlln. 
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.•• Bl und an, E . Reyno l ds , P . P. drc, !{ . G,,ds r ve , n. end :, . Der oor, 
J. Gee l, B. Pri:::::J.a , r:l • . !Rwso n, R. Southw vo d, C .. rnd O. '7ri ght, 
LGn, J usi~ ~nd E. PE"ckr!lrn . B. & R. ~:lhiter . 

NGW mccbars were M. Pri \..ir, z. Ccx, .d. Y ·.:;ting, Pnd 
T .. Concennon. 

Josephj,ne· Peckman wishes to express her since~e ·:thank;s for 
the msn.v kind comments on · her ''Talbot" arti cles. She great ly 
appreciates them': ·. ., . 

FOR SALE: Nelson Lees, Old Se ries (1919-2 0) . 71 consecutive 
~bers seri al numbers 158 to 228 inclu sive . 1/ 3 each . 
Leonard Peckmen , 27 llrchdale Road, East Dulwich, London,S.E.22 

Rs re itei:is for sale to best offers. Magnets 357, 392, 409, 
Gems 510. Jill Double nu,sibers. B .F .L . 3d. 213 "The Blo t" by 
Msxwell Scott. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, London, r'.' 7. 10. 

WANTED. Gems 819 and 946. Union J ac ks 919, 92 0 , 92 4 , 954, 
914, ·915, 901, 982 , 904, 9s5, . 906, 1001, io16; 10 34 , 1042=, 
1043, 1056, 1101, 1105, · llq6. . Sext o,;, Dle.ke Libreries . 
.Ul lst · series. NQ.l , 171, .. 199; .271, 283, 284 . 
Mrs . J. Pac klDBn, 27 : .rchdsle Road, E. Dul'ili.ch, S .E.22 

Bob . Blythe, through ·i~e C ;D·., would like to th enk numerous 
con-e~pondents for th ei r kind expressions of sym;>Pt hy during 
his .enf or ,<;.ed abs ern.:<! from the circle. 

- 'Dr.Edith .Sl;IJlllllerskill , speakiniz 29th April, said : 
"I vra.s brought -up on the "lllagnet" and "Gem". 

Extract :from a new chum 's letter concerning the 
- IEe ·ds-Me ·at±ng ::-- ·. 

"Tl).e Mlieting wad really t hri lling I thought . On].J 
drawback .via_s . it was all too short. I coul.d have en ­
Joy~d a .long c'onversation ,lith every chap present . 

Yourtalk in particuJ.ar · was most interesting and 
I .couJ.\l .have listened to your anecdotes and ne ws o:f 
our belo ve _a ··izaga.zines all" n:i.ght . 

· Looking f'or,,1aril to receiving th e next C. D. and 
also to se ·eing you at the Dinner in J un e . 

· · Yours cordially, Garr y Allison." 
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Conducted by Herbert Lockenby - -· - ···---

Els owher e I hcva oomething t o dey , bout preos publici ty. 

The emount of n otic e we g at th es e deye is v ery gr,,tifying, but 

th er e i s something I w~uld lik e t o s ey her e, which perticul r rly 

ccncerns the "Magnet" • The s cribes do s eem t o t eke r d elight 

in gi ving the impressi on thet copi es of this !llOSt popul Fr of ell 

pepors er eworth oll sorts of f enciful prices. Momber s of th e 

cl r n !mow th e true position, but others don't, with th o result 

thll ,t they get f Fnt ostic id ees into th oir heeds • In th o ''D"ilY 

Tcloer eph" int ervi ew, fo r inetenc ~, I ridiculed the idee th et 

o Megnct might be v:~rth £10, yet t he st r t cment eppePred . j ,s r 

conse quence I hllv e hod r number cf l ett ers ( addr es sed t o me 

"Toleo hone Oper at or, Yt.,r k,!'mark you) in which th e writ er s menti o 

t"r.c o~ t hr~e Me.gnete th ey possess, end sey they underst ,.nd they 

sr c very vclusbl e . "/hen I hev o re pli ed r nd t old th em th o tru e 

vclu e I have h or rd no mor e, the owners prob ebly lwvi.ng cursed 

.na end t eken 1. tTwru! cSlrthln!m k • 
Othars hllve written obout cort ein p apers in th e hope th ct 

t hoy t c.o we::ce worth l\ bit, where r s t hey Pre hardly worth their 

cri ginel velu b. 
Thi s hes elweys been " vexed questi on. A cortein Victorian 

"bl c.od" cdght bu vel ued et £25, whilst eno th er of the SPtne 

pt ri oe woul d fdch hardly oe meny shillings, but you c on•t 

expl ein it ell in e short news p,pe r peregroph . 

;,nyv,ey, when th er a is PU:, chence of prese pubUci t y it• s 

beet t o scotch the i de~ thet ten pound notes E>re being flouri sh 

E'bcut, even f er llc .l of t ho M.sgno t. 
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Came ta . ~ngJand to 
find Bunt\i stories . 10.~-·· 

N view. o~ the P!"?~,1. '":O ~t';,:.'::1

~1( ~~~ ~~~ '~/· ~ ;,, 

BUNTER 
CLUB ON 
THE AIR 

ATTRAC'l'ION 
or OLD · t ~ 

!IAGNET 
BUYS' MAGAZINE I form • · Billy Bunler d .u.b , ,.., .• • ou\ t · ••• · :>•••• · f E 11'11&s R, ,-tn 

1n '-" - •t 1m~.~~(~..1..W .L~~! .e, "',~Ir( ,? 1~}. ri,cli_¥' '!1~ - · · · J ,. . l e> . 
~·": ~'t:.j ~ ,;r;;~ ••• : .. ,.,~,"1·•_,,.. . ..; ... .. UO UND£RS of ~ -· " R,.'.~ :-,;o,r FETCHE., £10 
\ ork. 1• • : • . ~ • •)\ ~- .': -- ~ • • ,ff~, l,, oo,~U?. J:: .Bunter CJ~b i~. LeNl U-\I LY n:.ur.aA nt • ~l"l,an :11. l)f.n. 14':I." IW t..i·I 'Tf'ld .~~ ·ar.i f ) i- ~.~ ··' :ti11_ wp,w1U go r)n the air to·.ncht l ~.h•n v.:·:u .~ •• ; din, h) tt'.r 
r..lU: M 

1
oi1,J ~,. ,. ,, '" '"' h; 11•1 ,,ilttJ u..~t 1~;;.'-:f9NO in lyt.en ,h" ('f, :i!l try 3:,e:.:t Uw.k !·obo. ·,.r-nv•: .,-~ o r ,~ .. .-noolb<'>r 

~ ... . .,, , ~ '11"''• tw.., , .. \'n,.· " ' ... ,.,,. U.i! i"·" ~ 1P '°- -('f)!lt>,tins t1nd ~i • ':,'Wlit\J ol :r.•caz mu t~··J ~ .. d tu t.htlr ,..,.,. i · ;,,.,, l(e,ui• ~r .... i, nl flt. d~:!r , _ . booM. n<,w n. it of prtnt. ltkc, ;':\ ·uu 1n ar 1u." : ro~!,· abnu t t"hf' 
:.Pf . . .' . . c. ~!• ~ .~rr.. : n i· .. "'~~, -.,~ . ~,~~. ~ui, . M• fflet and r,em, ·o . .... p -,iU \1'9!' ,-11: .~i:-m,1 •. • ·. , i.ciem. and ,,.J: ~l f "hii . 11!., · · c: ·':"~ ; 1~ ''1'f:i'11!''!,l" I J ?l+..!ni the fomous c~u • t,t: s .,..hk ~<' n .. ~.. .,. • 

U.+- 'f'ts.f ~ ¥1\-·:u i1'1'• t rt: ' ·~- ~ *1',;i f,,H , _ ,• fhr !ile'd t!'i~':l ln 1he 1r , rh0<,ldtJJ. ·!k . ~
1
..._. i:,

1
~~~ .... .. t ~ l~,: ~ 6l'J. 

u11 ·c,, · _ lfdWk u, Crqftldt• . They u ;:,cn h> r~ce ii re,., ...., 4 1d :~ p,·,i:-.t os,tf'1.tl.•r. •h" 
· Hr. st«.~<11rrl x ~u.~\~• ::. ,.: 1,,\1tat • , · . •· minutn• :n tfna n f' . unrtttt•n• , ch·_~ a d u l3 ffll.ca&int tor such 

..- tius.· l ltrri a·,cc tu.111~ 11:0'l'trJ""'O,UI A lk> \!:'· rd t or rtfJk, ~ t int •r \-irw ~r o, ,. i!u mlrro.rtoioat a :,:nu.,1.1., ·" 
1-it fWUrn,1e 10 r,,.,.,,v,... u i: h f, hlU t. , .. r:ti·· :ab •t 1.Atdf O\'et' the Lttd s ,tu dio1 1:, lh• , .441 ,> n, _ ;.nt"ra,.L a.:n,>:·ur tQ!l!'('O~ I~ 
~lrio,;1 ci/ JOiitQ tMl~·k ~.-, , .. i, •Ill J11:•· .,.., , Ir\ t!:" Gt4', Cn a ni fu ture .. t"p 'i o Datt ," c..n 1h :wr~~ !JIO much :ha t. Ult Old 

!! biJ J! ~·.~;1h r~ ,ion ~.\ · .. : !~n~1~ ':"\.! 1·1~~na·-~1~~a~ r~,~~ Hom~ ~r,·ic-t. 
1 

• ).~;:.~ :'~ o~: ~ ~! h!; 
••• hJs m •. rr ·dlt!~ r:<mr,.ir.t,.-:t. ~ :lon 3 :~lt.'. h nl, n·,·n t'~· !". Chlf , ,1K-~ll.t"r _ w.!1 t><- '-1r \"lt.lua.r,le n1:,-,."ODlt>S."' has , tar\J'd 

rr1i>rntd tn l;:>tJ:•U .. d '!'d e ~t"t?t ~,. ror.1, :;1,, .. :~i,., N r i.,,ll i h•"'·ll Hf'rht°rt ~itenP>~. ,o. , Y,nk ; 6(? northrm ~(' t :on. bfl:-«i on Lf#'Cb. ;r, 
1 

~U1Htt ~~I tt ~'fl bt-1r1,. t~ :, . ,,r 1 ,.~,. <lrfl th, ll~:r.nll,- i I ~·, .ir,ul~ t", .11or \'.· .he Club ~ffl\~rsblp &ill't dY incllldts l 
, ._b .. fd ., . · . 0 t.dr.-. ~.-:t~ : , : ,.\·r:- t•n~ · t.:n..,,. 111,,r.lhl ~ ,n:,,,~.m ni:. 7:;r-C:•ll« tors u~nf':\ 'i r rtt ull\ e \l:li~ t.a,. 100 

ite-:t t •Jrt lY. 1., I , t r1~1nr I 1, , , .111:· W• IN . ~n·· .,,. • l/1Ji' (t "' I:· 1, · ~p ~.i.1'"1 .u know u·.>:,, (I.! T?'lf Mn'fnf;. An 
t'.un: p! f of tne 1n!laenrt- 1~ .... f' tr,. 1:u:.ri ,,: . ., :. •:u• (' ,•:, ,~,,, TJ1M1' 11twu: ·tw-~f' (',;i,,i: ~ .. r ~c:hOO!· nt,1iJUnll dlnn~ r is ?..> be htid . 
~t,..r•e b1 '"~i, :-a11 t' un t.: R1c-11 ,: d, 14,,. ,u1 . u: •·•fl· r ·~ :-rl;.:c:uHur, boy ,ma~1111·H.-$ .. nd thr 1r 1r:-m1)rtti11 n ,,. :»tu:nu and Tht Ot'm 

~;~;~~{~tt;~:, ~ ff ~J~{tt~;~'.:}1
::1:;'.·? ~~ti{}Jt;:t;~?~; J{{~;:~:~;;;:~~:~~ 

Happy IMJflOr ~ ~~~~:.:!t~~:-)/::;11.::. ·:.\ ·.: . .':. -~~ 1:"'~ u·~t, ~ ~t~-h~~~rt!ts;;-1,~~;h~.~~ r.~tu;('1.>;ni''."et.~";~~. \~~ 
:'"\Ht; form,ll ntt ..t t1 . Bill :, . , pµ, ,~i·r: " ' ti ·· :•,, ,.,:1r-1 - - \', il . 0 ' ~ a,w,· f~> k C!iit,•· •\ h!ch 1• ,a., :.t?I'!.. and ~:-eh &Zlt,.. Ont 
i' Bu~tt;r t lub in t..,ed , will ~1ti:!,lft~ut(~i'u~ " 1·d, :O-!rt1u11, :h<"···ff;ri; i t1~lt c,! ::~" DJl:y kuno•: :·;~rn,!1";~, ~~1~.t.,/ 000 CDp:~ ol 
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( i.t:"'1lt oni n cuntd. ) 
Dr. R..,bert 1iils on, etcunch H,iroilt oni r n, n, c ..n tly suff ered 

c grl.eirous blow. through the death c.f his wif e . Ho hPs als o 
b oen working cvon hrrd er t hen usu r l owing t o th a Gl"8gow smrll­
pox epid .,mic. In r l etter t o mo he eeid , 

"It is e etttnge f eet , but " tru e one, t M t th e only re ~di ng 
r ht'Ve been r bl e t " do sinc e ft!/! l oss ""s m occ eai onl'l dip 
int o e vc.,lume of Gr ~,yfri r rs st ories, Fttnl< Rich ard s I l!ll'E;ic 
elOll@ br <.u.;ht temp or ary f or getfuln ess." 

Could on e find r fin er tribut o t o th o st erling wort h of 
th o famous st ories. This, end the exc erpt from t he Now Yor k 
l etter in th e correspond ence columns is surely en eff ec tive 
enewer t o th ose who sc off flt th e ide e c f man past th uir first 
youth tek:lng r n interest in th eir boyh uod horoes. 

:ind now f er J csp phino Peckmen'e finrl inet Pl ment of 

"The St ory of the Toff". Thie 11rticl o hoe rec aiv ed CLrtI3 

bcuqu ets . 

THE STORY OF "TBE TOFF" 

By J os ephin e Prclcmrol 

Pert •rhr eo 

Dr. Holmes , th .;r oughly convinced that th e Toff h as trul y r e ­

formed ond \ ec ome one of th e str a ightest end most h on our eble 
boys in th o sch ool, eh oYIS his compl ~te f eith in Tel bot wh,m 
t hl' t frith is put t o th , test. This i s rel vt ed in t het fin est 
of all dc.,ubl e-mcb cr s . 'Gem• No ,}9}, "Tho Hous e:-irst cr•a 
Eomecoming" • 

Mr.Roil t on Nturns from Pr ence dt or being wound ed , bring­

ing with him his ol d Comm..rnding Officer Col onel lu'nd cn , who 
is e ·so a Gov.,rn or v f St-;;Jil!i' e :>114 unc1.1r o:!' Ge?'!'-ld Croo. • 

"r~lbo;tt hes elrerdy h8d troubl J with Croo ke who , i n his 

usu al spiteful wey , t ells Col on el !Qndcn ell he kn ""'8 ebcut 
th a Toff .•s peat, in such ~ vrey es t c gr eotly pr ejudi ce th e 
Colon el <>grinst Tnlbct. 

On first s ee ing Tr lbot th e Col onol i s sur e he hes s <>en 
th 3 boy be f ('r c , but Te lb r.,t insi s t s t he t C~l oncl l.Yndc:> is mis­
tck:.n . The Ccl<..nel, howev"r, is doubtful about acc epting 
Tel bot •s wr,rd end, cf to r subj ecting him t t s c,ma sev or a qu esti on 

1ng, end b ooring tho 'roff•s r ofus cl t o di s cl os e r.is f ~t he r•e 

ncme, ho b el 1'3Vee t hot the \cy i s s till ~ cri:llinrl. F"e ling 
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' i .; . r,:;_~ Cuty 'ti ;;~~ fur t !':~r int 9 t !-.v ::ct t .-..r, the C· l cne l dec id es 
t, : ct:, 11 c . mee ti ng. i,f t he GOV(!rn ara. 

T.his c ~eting c omes cbout ,.' but Trlll c t still r efus es tc 
r ev ee l his full . n ome ond i.nSists · th et h e hrs r -r ig h t t o do so. 
He i s ste Jmchly su ppor t ed by Dr.H oiii,as whos e f~ith in th e Toff 
is s o compl vt e ; th at when the Gov9;-6ors dec i de t o !se nd Ta lbot 
cwry fr , m th e - SQhool h e· r es igns his ; Hendmt>st ership , "f ee ling 
th a t ,.h e h,;s fost th.e .~o(lfidence · of' th e Gov ern ors . ·: · 

: J.s fo r tii e Tol: f ;, when h \J. h!l.~rs ~he:;;,.esu lts a t · t he meeting, 
esp~ oi ?l1Y of th e a'1>cd ' 1> · ~~~t iOn, he f eels th e t p or bilp &-h e 
}llld d one .wr.ong in ·. ke~j, i.ng · silent f !Jr :the sak e ¢ . fil.13 p ri de, 
when th e full t ruth might hove srv ed him. · · i 

F or Dr.H olmes• s e,ke Tel b ot ·de cid es t o s eek out t h e.·Co! onel 
ond spark t o him, but whilst ·on his wr.y t o Rylc ocb e where h e 
knowa Colcnel 4}'11don t o be steying , h <i is kn ock ed down by ·_the 
Col on el• s ce r end is bro:ugh t b ack t o th e soh ooi: • . 

Co lon el 4}'11don disc ~vi,rs · hipi' ·t o ·be in ·possession of e l ock • t 
con t r ining r p i cture of his ·o= ·sist er, l ong sinc e d·end , and 
finds th ot th e boy h.". \w_s pi,r secu t ad ·,.n d driv en f rom sch oo l i s 
his own nep hew. Th ~ Colo nel than:l orrns th e r enson f or the 
Tvff ' 8 sil ence , h ow, :m.~t,y ;i os r s b~f ur e, hi s ·fri th er hPd .r..sked 
f er Col on el 4Y11don • s h el p; bu t h ad been r efused, and consequ en t IY 
hl'd f f' ll en beck in to e lif e of cr im~, t aki n,, bis s on w1 t)l )lim, 

Ono can now underst and with whe t bitt ernes s the Toff h ad 
r egr rded Col onel I.Yndon, but -now he hen rs th ~ other s id e of · th e 
st ory, how th e Col one l h ed regret t ed his h ~rshn oss end h,.~ · trie, 
t r find his sis t er' s husb r nd r nd chil d , but t hoy.hf' d compl Bt ely 
di srp pea r ed . · 

Thus , Te l bot n etur(' l ly .r cmnins nt tho sch oo l, the Hood 's 
r es i e:,'"nat i on i~ fp r go tt en· end i1onco more th e sun shinea .. on th e 
chequ er ed l if e cf th -e T<0ff" . · . 

T r.m . ,.~aid l h e.ve not b een obl e t o do ful l .ius tic e t o 
this st ory; t .o be ebl e t c t ell i n r fa<1 paragr,,,:, hs wht,t -i t t ool 
l '.r.H el!li.lt on n ee rly f orty ·,pages tc r el vt e is we ll nigh imp oss ibl, , 
but I hoHc I hev e gi ven our ·r eede rs s ome · ide a of th e st ory. 

From now cmw rd most of th e Taff ' s tr Gubles ~re br :,ug ht 
abo ut by th e onm1 ty of hi s c ousin Gert'l d Cr ooke , whu dc es eve r:, 
thi ng h e cr n t o try and discr edit Trl bo t wi th h i s un cle . . 

On. cf Cr .:>ok u ' s first r tt en,pts in this wr,y i s rel r ted in 
'Gem' NJ .399, ".:.. Sc ldi e:r of th e King' ' , in which J ohn Ri vera 
r oturns t o thi s country on l erve . Cr ooke , in. _his usuel s nerk ­
i ng way , sp i e s on Te lbo t en d l!nr io , his on e i den being t c sh ov1 
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th Pt Ti>lb o t is still fri endly with s ,,mo :of th e old gcng , 
th~reb7 h oping . th f't Colcm c l J:Qndc,n will th en dis o\'l'l'l th e Tcff. 
But his laulrish· tricks nr o diac,:v orod nnd f orost r lled by Tr lb o 
who helps J ohn Riv ers t o esc"Pe when Cr ooko hr s s ent the pc,lic 
r ft er him, f or; unf Grtun r tely, al t hough th e Pr r f ess or of old i 
working out ·his own r edem, ti on, th e prs t sine h•ve s till t o be 
psid f or, nnd th e polic e still s oek him. 

But Cr 00 ke , in his ehmity t owrrds Telb ot , still h opes t o 
be eble t o injure hiia in th e eyes of his ' uncl ~, end s o , once 
more , in "Gem" No.416 "In th e King's Kheld " , th 'e Toff hes t o 
ron.,w th e struggle f or th e Prufess or• s s nf ety, kn owing full 
well thet it will oonn ruin t o hims olf if it is disc nv erod th a 
he hl's he lped " criminvl t o escepe. 

How9""r, th e Toff is not concerned s o much f or hims elf, -
but f or ¥~ri e Rivers, f or whos e a~ke h o naa iata the Profess or. 

Th o erstwhil e crecksmrn is bvdly w.,unded, llnd Dr.H olmes, 
realising th e dange r of his true id entity becoming kn own whils 
in hospitrl, vll ows him t o be t a ken int o the sch oo l srnr t orium 
t o be l ooked rf t er by M,,ri e . But the Toff is still w,,rriod f o 
f ePr that Cr ooke will disc over wh~ "C0rp or Pl Br own", th e "i7ound d 

· soldi er, ·re olly is, end in his enderv our t o injur e T,. lb ot by 
denouncing the Pr of ess or t o the police , l"ill bring trouble rnd 
anxiety t o hlllri e. · 

Unf ·,rturu,t e ly, C~ ;ok a succeeds, ~nd thr ee tene t c g,.· t o th 
police. the Toff r ee li se~ th~t the only wey ou t i s t 0 go t o 
hiA uncle, t e ll hie th e truth, rnd hopo th ~t Ci,l on el J'.u'nd~-n 
will help lw:l. . . 

It is r. forl orn hope , f<.r h o knows how r,ngry the Cc-l on el 
will b e, ospe ci ol ly if h e th 0ught hi s neph e,w w,.s sti ll fri end 
with ,arry of th e old grng 0f cril:dnr l s • 

. Cr ook e rej oic es et Tlll bot•s decisi on, thinking thPt th o 
Ccl:on"ef--wi-l:-1.- be - f inished wi-th- bi:s ----courin - onco - rnd---f'or - r-1 • 

However , bo th boys havo reck oned without ''Frt e"·, end when 
Te},1:iot t olls _·his uncle r qout th e Pr ~fess ~r, it is only t o dis­
cover th et "Corp 6rl'l John Br:..:wn V .C." is th o mrn wh~ ... · ht1d sflvod 
Colon &l Iqnd on "/rom de~th .by Garman bey cnets , r cccivin{; hi s 
own wounds ' in S"o dving. · 

.. . Jli. hili gr,,ti t)ld & the Col on,e,l s et s out t o pr vcur u r PPrd on 
f or the msn h<i now co nsid ors his fri end , wi th th u r esult th,.t, 

· 11.ke th e T<)ff ; J ohn Rivers crn now f ece th e w,·rld FB r n 
honours \l e man. · 

Even now th e Cc l cncl doe s n ot r cP lis e how b rd Cr : ck o i s , 
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:-rlC wi t ::._s hi.s t-; ·.., n..:.ph .. ·::s t ... ho fri ends . 
T£1ll v t tri e s his b ~at, e nd r.·t on e time think s he is auc­

cc <>ding, but Cr co k s is only pr Jton ding fri end s hip in c rd er t c 
l osd the T0ff int o furth er t rcu bl e . 

This incid ent is r el nt od in Gem No .449 "Fri .;nds or Foes? " 
This time cr ~ok e 'c ooks up 1 8 littl e ·pl o t , ·f his Q\-.n . Prcsu.:niijg 
on his pr ~t end ed f rien dship with Ts lb ot h ~ Ps ks th e Toff t o ' op<jn 
Lir . Lint on • s desk t o r <:cov er e l ett er f ro m Lodge y · th « bvo k!Ju,ker j 
which he had. le. ft in " bock subs oquently d onfisc ct ed by Mr. ~ 
Li nt c,n. Thi s, Telbvt eventuo lly r gr e os t o .d ~, littl e r er lis 
t h at it is £ tr ep end tru,t CI'<'oka hopes h e will be c eught 0pen 
ing th e des k r nd thus turn ed out .o f th e sc hoo l , r s e hard en ed I 
cri:ain s l. , 

But th er a is one fell ow who is very suspi ci ous r bout thi s ! 
sudden fri end shi p , end that f oll ow i s Levis on, whom th e Toff 
hrs r cpee t cd ly h el p od • . The T_off . b ed a lwey s f '! lt : tb ot with his 
o~n bl eck p es t h e bed no right t o .jud ge o ther f ellows and wes ! 
tb Grefrr c mer e pa tient t>nd tc l ~'r rnt t cr.r rd th e 'l>leck sheep t ~,: 
rny d th e.•uth er f ell ows. L>vi s on M,:,r ec i at ed th o genero .s_ity · 
rnd k:l.r,dness of th e Toff , end in r eturn decides t c find ou t' j uit 
whet gr mo Cr ooke i s pla yi ng . · [ 

This he succ ee ds in dcing , tlh or eby s Fving th e T:•ff f rom . .. ' 
being caug ht Pt llr. !Jn kn ' s desk , end , Elt last, Tolb ot un de r- ; 
s t cnd s 111!Ult his sch eming cous in ·h s s r ee lly meent by his s eemin,t 
fri endship. · . i 

Fr ~m this time onwrrd Tr lb ct · hes n o illu si ons wher e Cr'OOk & 
is c<...ncorn ed, end l c t er, in G.Jm Nt.•.462 "Levi s on Uino r's Luck", \ 
when the Col onel visits his · n~phewe Tr lb ot · re fus es t o Pnsw er 
bis cuusin •s rcc ue vtio n th ot he ie fri ondly with Lodgey r~ th e I 
"Gr oen Mi>n" . Cr , ck ~• s r ccue eti on is b eck ed up by I,~dge y who : 
crlls et th e scl:iuol "t o s ee his fri end th e Toff''. . The Col one , 
sngry wi t h Tr lb ot whom h <> thinks h es deceiv ed him, ·die _uwns hi m 
vs s n~p · ew ona d epcrt -s ·1rom th e sch oc l, l .!"n°rtng-:Cr ,~ k 
ch ortl ing over t h.a su ccess Qf · hi s_ p l ot. . . ' • . · 

But once rgP in ., th e Toff hrs P "g ,,od rng ol" in th e _p ers on 
cf young Fr l' nk Levis cn , br utbe r cf Ern es t , whom. he fce is ·has 
been helped t " th v st r s i ght prt h by Trlb 0 t•s infl~ e~ce . · 

Fr r nk and hi s thi rd-f orm ~Pls disc over t h e pl ot, end · when 
h6 kno~~ wh et bes h r ppcn od Fr onk s et s cut t o s ~e Cvi onel i.;,ndo 
ot Abi otsf ord Ccmp. · 

The Col on~l , on her ring y oung Levi son'e st ory re turns t o 
t he sch ool ~nd confrcnts .Cr , -ok o , :sh0 cr nn o t de ny hie r rect' lity 
The Cc l cn<:-Jl no\1 r .Jf'lise s ,·:hiqh nuwpho w i s re f"lly w0rtb whil e , 
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e nd a r c c ancilirti on botw een Talb ot r nd his uncl e f o ll ows , b · th 
of th.,m kn owing et l est th et it is impc.,ssible t o exp ec't Prt/f­

thing but enmity from Cr 0ok e . 
This st cry rc ally compl et es the who l o of th o Toff's 

stn,ggles t o g ain recogniti on fr om his uncl e that he is str,,igh 
and hc,nour ,.ble. 

Ther e or e lllfley more yerne about Tel bc-t ; s ome f orty of 
thaai in which he is th e c entral ch ~r ect er. Unf crtunot ely, e 
number of thes e st c ri es wer e no t writt en by Mr. l!Dmilt on ond 
suff ered much in th , manner of t elling; Bu that th e l ees seid 
ab out those st ories the bett er! 

Fer th o b enefit of th os e who illf\Y b ~ inter es t ed in th e b est 
cf Mr.Hamilt on's T" lb ot s t Jri es et r l ot er dr t o, t hey er e es 
f ol1 011,1J:-

563, "Tolb ot•s Fe es"; 564, "Brc ught t o Li ght" ; 686 , "TH bot a 
Derk eet Hour''; 687, "His Pest Against Him"; 988, "Th e Bl eck 
She ep uf St.Jim's"; 989, " St r ndi ng by e Sc q, egrsc e" ; 99 C', "The 
Tvff's S .rcrific e"; 11991, "True es St ee l" ; 1197, "The ~ n -from 
Angel .hl lcy". 

In ccnclu s ion, I shoul d lik e t ~ sey th et I h ope this 
·"St ory of th e Toff" will heve giv en th e r eade r es much p l eesur e 
es . I hav e h"d in wr i ting it. 

~-
i'tBgne t Titles ( cont d . ) 

211,~ Rece aga inst Time ; 212,Th c Riv r l s Tes t; 213, The 
J €pO ega inst th o Fifth; 214,Th e Fi gh t f er th e Cept eincy ; 215, 
The Riv E'l c ,, •s Et Gr eyfri ers; 216 ,Th ·J Sc hcolb oy CUtc es t ; 217, 
Sch oolb oys' Tr eas ur e ; 218,HP.rry \'lhcr t cn & c c,•s - :indf all ; 
219, ., Fc.,rbidd en Chum; 220 ,Fo es of th o Fourth; 221, Hon our Be­
f or e 1.11; 222, A ,Tr r it or in th e Sch ool; 223,Fr ~nk ~ug ent•s 
-~ eezo; 224,TI\ .;, Ro..a- ~ 2J,Uu t of Bounds; 22 , 
Do..;, on his Lucli;; 227 ,Th e Greyfriars Gvrd en crs; 228, Bol s <Over 
Mizlor• s Bolt; 229,Th e RdlDCve F0rm• s Feud; 230 ,Th e Sch oo lb oy 
De tective; 231 ,Thu St nlen Sch oolboys; 232 ,Tho Circus Sch <>olbo 
233, Under Suspici on; 234,H f'rry Wh art on & Co ' s Benk HJli df'y; 
235,Sp oofing - th e Sch ~ol; 236 ,Th e Ki dn a::,pe d Sch ~ol ; 237 , Th e 
Compet iti on Craz e ~t Gr eyfri crs; 238,T h e Form Mllst or•s Secr et ; 
239 ,Th e .Hidd en Horr ~r; 240 ,Th e Tuck Shop Rl' id ers ; 241,C ok er 
Min.:,r - Sixth Former; 242,Th e Gr eyfri l'rs Insur cnc o CompP,zy; 
243,Th e Schuolbcy ', l ee;, v:r.lk or; 244 ,Th e Sch olb oy Polic emPn; 
245,F cr His Moth er's Sako ; 246,Th e Terrc r , f Greyfri crs. 
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Does it F. r oshr do~ the Return of th e h!rgnet? 

April 8th 1950 

Deer Herb ert Lcckenby, 
Dv y~u rememb<Jr menti oning th e "Come t" in e l ett er some 

littl e while r,g_, in .:hicb evinewhet diemr ntled r eprints of ee rl: 

MEignet numbers wero rpp eer ing ? At th r t tim e I ~cs not, ae I 

t old you, int or~st cd in th o mett cr: but there hr s i con e cheng, 

since : as th e A.P. heve eeked me t c writ er new serios t o t eke 

th e place vf ' th e" reprints • I d, n • t lik e th ese old relics, 

especi clly in such e frAgmentary st e te, so f or th at -Pnd e th er 

r easons I was gl- d t u und ert oke th e new series. To bo qui t c 

fr l'nk , I ttther pin e f er Greyfriars, l' nd tw c, or three !3unter 

bvoka l' yeer dcn•t fill th e ech ing void. Alzy'how .I em quit e 

..,njcying writing th e n..w ser i es , end I &rp ect th o first st ory, 

"Bil ly Bunter• o Tee -Perty'', will lie Fppal' rillJ befer a long, t o 

be foll. owed by "Stumpo<!" ~nd "Bunt er Borrows e Bike ", and sc on 

ad lib~ Tbsy er,; quit e short st ori es: but writ~ ng"t llllm h ,,..-­

msde me f eel thl't I shoul d lik e t o be writing tho old M!'gnet 

egr in . 
I c rme ecr oss quite r nic e spot in th ~ TolegrPph on Sr tur­

dey, in which I f ound yvu rs l org e cs lif e . The O.B.B.C . s ee m, 

t 0 be gro,ling r ethor ·on tho lin es vf Jrck ' s bcr n- strlkt 

i i i th kind r ega rds, 
.ll• ;eys yours sincer ely, 

FR.:JIK RICR:.RDS • 



Seems Fr e.nk Rich~r d.s D t, ...:S G~t Some L0i sur o ! 
,,ri l 11th, 1950. 

De~r H~rb ert Lcck ~nby, 
I bed v.Titt en y <..u vn SPt urd ny , rb out th e "Comet" ~ Pnd 

ycur l etter, with t he C .D. , dropped in un l,c ndc,y morning, 
pl ePsc nt r ei::di.n;; f ur a dry cf l eis ur e . 

Yes, the cave r doe s very Pgr coe bly r cccll th o }!Bgnet. 
I lik a very much th .; contin ueti on of th e "Tcff" erticl os . I 
th cught ,qys olf that th o " House41esto r• s Home-Cmning " wes the 
bes t of the Tolb ot st 0ri es. kt the moment I Pm up t c the nee 
in a Tel~t at 'Ory f e r th o "T~m Merry" b uC'k in September. 

r cm quite de li ght ed t o hoer c f y our br c edc ost. You c vn 
bet I sh ould hove listened-in with oll 'l11lf ec r s, if 1lr . Sow.ycr• s 
l ett er telling me ~bout it had r ccc hod me in t ime . I om 
extreme ly s orry t 0 ha v e miss ed it. I sh 0uld v ~ry much lik e t c 
be put wise in time i f yo~ g~ on the ei r egFi n ~ or p erhrpe 
I sh oul d se,y "when" not · •t.i·f't.t· ·- - - · p - • • 

I cm vory s orry t o h cr r of Mr. Blythe's bod he~lth, ,,n,1 
hope sinc e.r e ly thet h o will s -,·on b e on t h e ac tiv e list !'gdn. 

With kin d r eea rds, 
Alwr.ys yours sincer e ly , 

FR'..!?K RICH:.RDS. 

Ho Trav ell ed 6000 llil es in Sc~rch e,f Magn ets l l 

(Her e is en ex tr ect f~ -m P l ong end r emarkPbl e lett er fr om 
Jcmas c. Ir ol di, 14 ~les t 82nd Str ee t , !lev: Yor k. rt s poPks f er 
it se lf. Th~nks to Bill !!"rtin, . Len Piickmf'n vnd -,thcrs of t he 
c ircl e , Mr. !r Pl di •s hunger ' hf's. boen f't>Pi.!flSOd s :,mm,!'.flt, but 
lik e Oliv er .. Twist he sti ll l ongs f or m::-r e .- E.L .) 

B~ r rr.in de f rt i gurble b , ok-hunter, I usu !'lly tr rmp ~b0ut 
the N.Y. b ooks cps seve r al tim es ePch woek . ( .• hc bit which hPs ­
filled ,qy· k oksh elv es Pnd empti ed my l" ' ck ets q Ono dry in 
.'.,ugust , 1948, during my: Summer hc·lid eys , I hP,,.,cned t c sp ot nn 
en out side st Pl l, p ric ad ono nickel (fi ve c onta) throe th in, 
coloured bcultletB which . br ought beck C h ·st Cf b oyh ~od mGmOri eB 
They wer e or rly Sch oo l ~oys• Ovm Libr f'ry's, ono ~f e" ch Sch .,o l, 
Gre~riars, st· .Jims , Rookwoc-d. I t ook t he m home end •:ov cured 
them. I did n ot r 0Pli ze it !' t the time, bu t I hf' d b aen sovere 
1Y bitten .by th e "Richrxds .3ug" enc ( lik e th e f ev ur- br ce oing 
mosquit o ) th e fev<0r s r·on se t i n. An unquench Pblc thirst f or 
more Gre:yfri t'rs was th o sympt c.m, $:n"! ::- -,re tty bf'd ·::-.!1.o, t C"o. 



1 . \: S£v, I he! u. · c:, : f qu.ncft~ thrt t l"i r st . I r eed th .>s ~ 

tf.r 130 ul d-tir. a,rs t: ... rh ~ps six or se vGn iim oe in r i· ... w:·, I hrunt ud I 

vvGry 1-,l ci C.:"b!'Zin ... a t ~r ... I c .. ul d find, f or .,,Gcke • .:i.:.nths T;it tloul 

r c:sult. Th1...n. r n une;x;,oct c d Ci),;>t rtunity crmc f c.r 'me t ... mnko 

P trip t ,, Eur ,,pe. I v1.r kcd 'Jilf passrge ev er (r s nrusici r n, 

exchange, fo r P Dutchmi-n en bc crd r llc,llcnd lin er). · I l onded 

r t Rvtt ord c::i ond 1'cnt en t o .:.msterdcm, PPris, runiens ( t o P" Y 

ey ferv ent r es pec t s et the · t omb .of Jul as Verne) rnd . th on by 

Cr t ss-<:hrnn e l ste p,ie r t C' Nuwhcvon rnd - L~nd on! ''lh"t r. thrill! 

I f cndly ' ..x,>ect ed t o pi ck up old 14,,gnots . Ge!DB, ·etc. · by 

th o cr rl cc d; · You know with C'ut ll\Y t elling, just what I DID 

pick up! It still r cr.kl os rs one cf th e bitt er est dis­

rp pcintm ents of ll\Y life - th < net being rb l e t o find n sin,;lo 

en~ ~f these old wcckli as . 
The only rift in t hv dr rk cl <'udB - r s r rt of lllirfSO, sb,-11 

I sry? - s:~s t ho fret thc t Billy Jl'Jnter wre r ee;,por ring in 

bvok-f orm . I wes f crtun r.t o en .. ugh t o find them r ll rt thin 

one week , a-ren tho vt.ry first. 

Oh! Hr rry!! 

Yuld en Ferm, 
Hellthfi eld, 

28 - 3 - 50 . Sussex. 

Der·r Edi tor, 
If I .lescribed "The Hotspur" in my " L'.<>nogl'f' ph on Sext ~n 

Bl 1; ke:11 rs :nu.ck, it Y.,,s ccs t c ..::rtr,inly rn unde r stritemsnt r,nd 

shoul d h rvs r end " rppc lling cucl<.". If plrin be1 grrCl!ller, us o 

i...f llSGUdO· ...,"Ilcricrn expraosic.ms in t~ rs woll t'S in diP l ogu o 

ond th o cvnst.~ nt hol cing -u p <,f th ese in eut hority wt.oth er in 

c sch vol , r e pr cfessi owl f c.:itbrl! club t c ridicule or dis ·· 

r esp ec t ib e sign .>f m,;,dern t <.>ehnicnl skill in writing - well , 

I kn ow no•. who t t pity cost of thes,3 . code rns; th e ed it or, 

t ho write : <'r the poor r eede r who r t l ePat hrs k pcy f <,r it! 

t'nd if eHh ~r of th e vld-tim er ~uth ore .centio n ed .by hlr .C<.ok 

egr £od with hie, I sh vul d \.a vocy surprise d ind oed . S,.rry, 

~Jr. c ~ok , but I ro e lly cen•t sw~ll ow your r rgu::, ents - like 

L10dern music , they 'r u rll n ... •ise rnd no cel cdy t 

· · Mevor mind , pertwi;s wo 'll mc~t ono dry en d rrgu e it out 

.;,vur " f <:>Poi"G pint : Yours sinc or ely, !WlRY l!O) '.Ell. 

( It we uld ep;,ca r Rnrry Homer still do cs no t lik e the "Hots pur" 

st , ri es. - H. L.) -



Dsor Edit or , 

I fo un d your erticl o upon "Briti sh Boy s" in th e Ul'n:h 
c .D . very i nt or est ing . I ga th er f ro m it thet I ,rn cne of 
th e fe w who no t c nly r emembers th l't boy s • pnl)er , but r-ctu r lly 
reed it f er F t ime quit e r cgulo rly . 

I wonder how :lll' t,;r kn ew th Pt th er e w,,s o por egrr.ph in 
t he " Boy s' Fr i end " .s l'ying ''G--'Cd-Bye 11 t o t! dePd r i vr l t 
I re member r ec c i ng tb c t psragr,, ph t en, tw enty, t hirty, f orty, 
f ifty y ee r s eg o, rnd , wi t h .th e he l p of your e rti c l e ,f ound, 
in ,:, fo v, minut es , th r t acme p~r egr~ ph, h~BdE:d; 11 .l DePd Riv til" 
~nd r .a!'d i t ever egPi n . I t is in t he Beys ' Fri end, mm.ber 
204 , V•,l .V , 

I ,m lco ki ng forwc rd t o Ge ed Fri day morning fo r th en I 
int end t o open 111/f new- f ound f r i ends, Th~ Boys ' Leede r volum es. 

Y,our s t ruly, 
R. STOREY. 

01.1> BO \'S' ROOKS OL D BOYS' ROOK S 
T o 1h .. . r:d110• of f 'if' MJ1tth ntn G:,c, 4 iari 

Sir. ~ .:.,uld J. tt1:-ou a h tht: cou rtt-c;v To Ult £tllf~ ,. of :r.11 Man c~ .ic r r.,.a rdWlft 

~f~/~~ho p\\~: ~ e11A~,~~~ r~1itfo1:ri~ of Sir,:,.;~ "
1:~~re.~::: a ~~f' rnum~! 

th t NtJrl h t'r :1 Se<t.i<,~. O .d l!v\ s · Bo, k :1ioet t@n-h u0'1 tf>r' s w ill aarN w it h 
I ' !uG ·: Our pre 1:den1 b " f-'ra o k ,1r . Sawy er , lh e ~e\TC lacy of th~ 
H1ch:. 1 .ts. l rt-;1lo r ot !hit> YOr lri-f :.Jn..JuJ Old &, y"'· Soo k Club , ~ orth.e rll 
·· 8111:i, Hw ittr, " \H ;, Lt 76 •s s .ill Se.. 1.h n , when be stat es iha t 1).•c 

. tui~t:g.,{~h~ ~!'.j~i,
5 ·~:.!'~._, "' 1 ~.>~}i?1~~ \ ~~~:;;~ 1lr"°~h-~)u..C! th!~~s a.~~~~~~~£:~~~ 

~
1-~!mY" ~i::~ Frt~;is;·.~s .. ;;~;·ii,~·"f:,e~:'.'. v1dJd w11.>t sou r.:!, :,-,hcl'!,rome, 8!n\ l! lDC, 
.\:t ·. , Wf'r\' ~iu, ·e :tgilln Dul1lb hed we an .. ~hr 11.11., t,cv ~ o.a~ rs. si.:ch as "' C 

~ ~i ;-:;;;~:~1':~;M:s-J.Z\"Prmt"-- ~::n~-;' '::~~~pcn are in no 
. W. F.' SAw n. ~. scrrct,lr} ' Old WIY rotnDolr .lble to .. T h e C'ap ta iu :· 

Bo:.:-· Hoo k Cl ub, ~uf 1hetn "Ch ums," "BoyJi ' Fri end ." ·• Bo:i,·~· 
St-r t ~m. Realm ; · •· Buys' Huald ," &l·., t ha t t a\'C 

·l' l , Tammie Dri"" · Sea crott , u~ '° many h a ppy a nd Wf'll·s ~nt hou r:,,. 
· L<'f'd,; . ,\pnl 10. It is not ,1 q uet tt on of hei n& uu t ot 

A Lot t e r which 
br ough t . res ult s 

. H.L. 

da<<'. 8o.v~: pe r iod icals publis h ed h>­
d;,.v a rft 11iHy, spinel e~11: prod uc:li<1:1:i1 
w 11h no Intima cy or C'h;1ra C'lier dr.wm,< . 
a nd thl' rc b no ki ndly e<Ht or to !e ll 
bo_:.,s ho\,. to lra d full. honourabl e. a nd 
manly livc-s.- Yours, &r .. 

H 4ll ;4Y Oo wc.za . 
86. Hamilto n Road . t vu&ii Rht. 

Manchcs r.-r 13. April I S. 
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Rende rs o f t hi s section o f the C. ::J. ar e a ga in a sk ed to 
se nd ALL corr e spon dence re bt in g to Sexton Bla ke to the 
Ed i tor, lI . J' . Bond , 10 Er Y.r ~[en, Rhiv rbi na, Curdif f. s . ·.!al e 1. 

-.-. -.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .-.- .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .-.-.- .-.- .-.-. -
THE no m10 TABU: . l,AY 19 50 . 

i .y Co- Editor has recently r eceived o lette r f'rorn Lr . 
lfa urice J: . Hal l of London , s.• :/. 19 ,·.no states t ha t he ~as 
e,pa ck of th e ca rd game " ~ext on l l nke " whi ch we rnentione d 
in our l Hst 11J:ound T&ble 0

• Lr. !Inl l says th e:t the l?Jlllle 
io p l ayed aomet h ing like r;hi st, ":'rith fiv e so t s of c ~ds , 
four gan g s and one ? Olico f orce, \!ith J l a.kc and "J.'i ilkcr a t 
the head. Th e c o.rd val u es r un fr om 10 ::.,oint s t o 120 
po ints, \"Ii.th t h o p~lice fo r co n s trumps. .i.:hc cards o.ro 
like a p l RyinG co.rd , hc.vo a dr o.trin g o f a char c.ctcr on cs.ch 
and thor o are s ixty in a pac k. Tho gamo v""-s ma rk et e d by 
bes s r s . Y:addo n Lim ited , ,o;no , c.s mnny of you '1il.l knou , 
S!)ec i d ise i n this so r t of prod u ction . It -:,ould be v ory 
r.ico to bo abl e to i;et h old of n f oci po ck s , or even one 
fo r t ho.t 1:1nttor . Th o.!"1: you l, r . Htll f o r your i nfor ::nntion. 

I ha d nno th cr i,rterosting l atter from an old fri ond 
of th o '3l al: o circle t.. r,eo k or so eg o. !.J"i c Fnyne of The 
il odcr n Schoo l c.t Surbi ti cn , yfho , as y ou kno, •.: is an expert 
en t ho Pierre Qui r ou l c stories o f th e l.st o.nd 2nd se ri e s 
s.D.L. Cr ~c ~a ys t!w. :t !'le rec ently ca..~c a c ros s, in h is 
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'Fhe Round "'cblc l continued l . 
his loc:,l libr nry , ono of ·.1. '."1. Seyors ' (P i orro Qui roule) 

st "or fos, nn d 'C'Ondcred if anyone else ~d dono lik0'7is o a:id 

natii:od the sace point . l'h is story told of a r.1ystcrious 

et r :,.ngl.er, and during the ='.ction the sc cno moved to \7inds or 

Forest t\nd to "Tho Squir r e l Hotel" ,A1ich is act unll y ~ ronl 

establishme nt, e.nd ,·~ s kno,m oome time :.go to be undo r tho 

mana gci• ont of ! .r . Sayo r. In tho story tho proprietor hod 

tho initials "1.u .s . mich · r eferred to sano foreign nrune-. 

Thi s fi c·t iono.l ~.·1.s. turn ed out to bo the mur dere r and meets 

h"is doom nt the en:! of th o sto ry. It has str uck ;,r . Thyne 

tlr .t thio is qui t e a n unusual thing nnd ,., ndcrs nhy it ,:us 

done. I w :,, os e that it ·r ,s r:ioroly "- s:iic of tho :,ut ho r 

that h is crook should 1,·.vc l!IS initfals and r.ianaec the s;:.:c 

Hotel , but ~.s E. F. sn~,rs, it is rntho r a romnr kable adver t , if 

it · s;::.s int ended to be ono for t he au thor . 
A cost hea rt ening let t er cuoe from i.r . J"\lllOS Cook o f 

·.'iatf ord during tho oarly p :.rt of l <lst aonth . Ho hcd just 

finish ed ro...-,ding the lat est Rex !l , rding o cto ry :, ublish od ill 

trio S . B. L. · 3rd se ri e s e.nd o'1ti tl ed 'Tho .. :ystery Of '?he 

For bidden Territ ory" . Ho enyr. th nt he folt liko buy i ng up 

e.ll t he co:, i os of this stcry t ha t ho could l:,y his h~.nds on 

e.nd lo n.ving than on tllo to ;,s of buses n'1d i n ruil·ny c~rri o..ze 

It r!',..'.s , he co:1tinues , !3lnke r t !1i".i best . ~Jo\·,, t!iis interest 

in '.ll ak o p l ecsod r:ie io,ensoly e.nd I t: 1oul!)1t to aycel f t h<1t 

: : . Coc k \ .&Sa .fcllc·: a.ftcr r.iy .:nn h0t~rt . It is oven rnor o 

ron.~r k~.bl o t hnn it r.t .fi rst u:'l?Oc.."'.r s to o , !'or i.r . ,:ook i s a. 

!'.elson Loo :fan prir r .rily , but· , ho 3.:1.ys, 1r1 am intorcstod in 

ill.=i.kc' bocausc ho is Alivo today . !iou good it is to kno u 

!hllt Ed old 31-.J:e is giving a f ellor: r ende r :,o v ory ouch 

plo r,su re , :,nd i t is ir.dcoCl~ibuto t o tho eo rk of Rox 

i!::cdinge , for it io gon or"lly c.c coptod th ·,t the modor n i 3suos 

of 31.u"ko cr o not 1)..;-:rly oo good ~ s thoso in tho 2nd sorios 

befo r e the r~ r. ~r. C.;:;.:,k, end others , :niE;it be interostcd 

to l o~ rn , t:o\-cver , t h .. ~t the :;-tory referred to · .r..s pub lished 

a s ·" bo und nov el i n J c.nu:•ry cf thic year by .. es s ro . ·,,right 

and -'ro ~,n · Ltd . It ,·-:,s th e:, juct ·'!'he Forbid de n Territory" 

:,:,d fc c.tu rod , in:,tcrul of Sextc, n ?l rJ<e ono c::.rver Inkosi . It 

is tho first tir.o th::t I h~vc coMo "'..cros::: this s ort of' re pri:-t 

for c.smlly t:1c J.l:.l:o -::tcrJ: ~:,:--ocrtJ fi rgt . 
H.L. 3. 
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T!cis CAS:: OF S:.v.:I'OI! BL,.KE .;::o THC TITLE by LEOi,,\RD ALLEU. 

-.-.-.-.-.- - -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.. -... -.-.-.. -.-.-.-.-
t..ost not i ceab l e duri~g t ho l ong run of "Tho Union Jc.ck :• 

is tho gradu..'11 disap p~....rr.ncc o f &exton Bl:tlce ' s nr.co fro a tho 
,:tory titlos . Fou m,eks ·.:cnt by in th o oc.rly nuc bors ~'.i.th­

out ., circ ct r ofe r onco t o the date cti v o , n1ost fro quo ntly de ­

noting c. 110,1 oc cupa ti on undorte.lrnn to ont'.bic hio to so lv e the 
crico. i.othing -.:~s boycnd his povrors:, ono of his co ro cc.l>­

itious effo rt s \·.l".s dos cribcd in U. J . l'!o. 224 , "Sexton Bl.a.kc' s 

Q1r.l'lpionshi p" (J an 25th 190 5) • Tho re .odor is not surp ri sed 

to fin d th e sleu th cngi,.eed in n boxing r.111tch at tho ::c.tionc.1 

Sporting Club •.'.i.th th e :10:-.vy ,:ei~t chrnpion o f the ni rl d. 

Ste.tieions r.'.i.11 be int cro :,l;cd t o kno v th at Bl..-tl:o' 3 ,·e ight 1·Al.s 

gi v en c., 1 2 st eno 3 lbs , d1 ilst his opp onent , Jittly !ioot , nn 

J,.oeri can , :r.,.s 4 lbs her.vier . After '1 wuolling br.ttl e Blak., 

deli vers t h o K. O., an upper cut r:hilst on ono knoo; he oblig­

ingly f or egoes :il l rightc to t ho t:,>rld chc::,pio'1 S:li p l c::v ing 

hiJ:! fr oo to str ::,ii;, ton out = tt ors c.bro:id th o fo l l,>•,i ng · -oek 

in lie . 225 , ''So:rlcn 31.t:.ko In LJrocc o " • · 

Bl.-.1:c could never bo ccn sido rcd o. sno b c.::d ho ,.illi. ngl.y 

t nl:cs on o hucblo o ccup ntion in :;o . 305 Aug : Hth 1909 , a.o 

"Sexti n Dh ko - Lock Kr,,por" . 'l'hic st err , r-:c ~r e infc n::icd , 

boini; bused on r,ct u .-J. facts sup :,li ed by t h o dot octivc , h i s 

onl y condi t ion being t i-:."1 ul t crr.t ion of nnr.!03 0.11.d pl aces . 

Pos5ibly ns n r ost orati vo , next \7ook o.p:,cn.rcd 11 Soxton Bl:lko I n 

~ c..ckpool 11 . I:e :is::.t.lCOS c. f,:.r c or e dignified rc l c soeo 15;!:.+1 

t~o lu tor, ~P:lC~ri:~g r.s 'Sext "'n !>l nkc - Consul'' in ::o. 31 3 

11/s/09 , c.cc cu ,rting f.-oc br ig,-r.ds , r avi shin g a. !k>J.kan stc.to 

?:o . 313 . .A a.ore 5cdontar y occu p-tio n f cllo· .:~ ,:ith ~'o. 314 , 
11Scrl ~n Jli.41:o' Pl~.j'"' ri£i'.:1t I . 

Pnt r iotism ..,,.,o c.1, :,.ys ono cf t he de t ec tiv e ' s crtr ong 

~oints , ilo . 40'! , J uly 29/11 is ouf fici ontly solf - oxpl c.:n to ry 

~'Soxton Blnl:c ":"Jith t ho Torritori ~l::s" 5uc coc dcd by z: scd o.t iv o , 

••soxtcn 31:::ko, Y~ cht :::no.a0 • Tho publisher s o.;":,01·0:rtly deci -

ded t !:~t t!10i r r eade rs no,., cutcct··~ti c :!.lly ::-.s:;cci c.tcd Dlak o T.~ t ~ 

t ho 11Urlion J=.ck" nnd t !ii :J typo of title C.!):')c:.r cd l ees fr oquo:i. 

ly . ot!lo r ch"'.rnctcrn ·,:ore giv ot'\ pr e::i nc:,co C• G• :ro. 49 0 

!~ rc h lst/ 13 - 0 Pluruor I:1 Societ y ", :1~. 593 :- :'?lur..n..1cr ' s 

Dil o:-7:0." :.r.d nrt or o. nucbor of t o:>ic:tl. c..dvcnturos during tho 

·."icrl d 1·rc.r I pcri, ::d, ~,!)on rod 111;1::>.ldo Tho i.'ondc r : .. ~n " in ,!o . 

79 4t noconbcr 20t h/ l 8, t ho i'iri..-t ::;tory ofth is :, or,uln r charcct ·r. 
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I nd dontally s.xio tropiditi on oust lulvo boon f'olt ->n the 
l.nu.."lching of this ncnzing cr .J.::k , c.a attenti on i s dro: n to u 
f->ot not o \Shieh stntos tho elmr neto r to bo founded on fact , 
on no lo ,oor autho r ity th c:n ''Tho L.~ncet ". In additio n llolso, 
Lee an d :lippe r j oinod fo rc es ,7:i.th t ho r eside nt U , J , t oao to 
coobat tho cr ook . Further st or ies of 7/nldo ra pidl y follo \7od 

indi catin g his iu: .odit: te P"puln rity m.t h r ende r s , auit o = 
a chiovocent tn! , in g into a ccount tho r101l osta blish.;.i, cr ook 
chcractoro of ot her ,riters at that t :ioo , cuch as Ooorge 
IJ:>rsdon Pllll'.:Der and ·"Tho Ont "• The fin oot days of tho U. J . 
duo.nod rtith :.., . 8e6 - 'YJ/9/?JJ, l\ c >lo ur od cov er , pugo s in ­
cronsed to 24 , still'loss uas soon o f tho dotoctivo ' s 110rJo in 
tho story ti tl es . Those had gr adually botn repl aced by the 

co r e intriguing ''Tho Caso Of ------ - ", ''Tl)e liyst ory Of - - -- - - ' 

''rho Adventur e Of --- - ---- 0 t ypo . lnfro qucnt ly n conc ession 
r-:,s cndo to t !io ol d days, sa::ot io os a su l>-tit l o such ns No. 

1 263 31/12/'Zl ''l'he Te rr or Of Tho Pi t" - " Sexton 81:ike Coal 

llino r", or No. 1308 , "Sext on Bln.ko, Lord 1.:.--...yor " surel y on e of 
his u ost oxo.lt od positio ns, althougj1 t ho sto ry rovo uls t hat 
i t m s for but h..-tlf an hour. jjoro cons i deratio n r,o,s to bo 

gi ven to the dete cti ve ' s n= c uith tho 1929 your i csuos a.'ld 
unde r tho title of the pape r on t he front cov er a'>ncc.rod 
"COC!)l oto SEJ(TO:I 3LAIG': Sto ry ::nch ;'Teck" . L, t cr in tho year 

this disappoe r od only to ro :ip:,cn r, i n effec t , at tho tope of 
th e cover in b->ld type such cs in Ho. 1469 (1 2/ 1 2/3 1 "SEXTON 
BLAJJ': versus i;a . R:i:!;CE". '£his :,oli cy continue:! until tho 
fi..'"l"-1 nu::bor of t :10 t:.J . , :•0. 1531 (18/2/33 . atr angol y 
cnou &h, t ·u ;;c !:s pre viously i:1 .io. 15 29 tllo d;.;tc.ct !.vo • s n:..ao 
,·.'t'.ts o.g:,.in i ntro ducod into t ho titlo 11Soxton Bl:-ko ':':ino", 

posaib ly this ynrn \ X'~S a r eprint of a ft'oro.cr Con!'cdorution 
story o f ot\Tly 19?/J vintage , but ro ~ o-ii!:-cly h::-:rti.ly M"itt-cn tlo 

m.nd up t his pof,ul or sori os bof or o tho fin ish of tho pcpo r. 

Tho succes sor to tho U. J ., l c rgor in size 'Tho ilotccti vo i'/ool: "" 

co.intain od oo ro or los s a roi": to iUak:c on th o cov or ,pripa.rill 
a sub t it le " furious fo r Long Conplctc St o ri es of Soxton llli!ko ' 

tho l o.st n\.Cbcrs doacri bod ns 11Soxton :31.al::o' s Orn Pnpor" , tho 
f inn l nt?Dbor, hor,cvc r, ;;~. 379 had just a :;:1:,J.l typo a c!mc,,­

lodgor:ont . Ono mould bo :;n-.tc i'Ul th:,t Dl nko still su rviv es 

t o- day ,t.1on r.11 oth ers have gono , eve n if tho ucknododgcoon t 

is only strJlp si zo on the S. B. L. 3rd Ser ies . Poss ibl y t10 shal 

yot ~co a. at!.rri.:l.g title such ~s 11Sorlon Clakc :1nd tho 

Hydroge n Bocb ". T:iE 1:;:.J>. 
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gi vo y .::u :,.11 t ?10 i nf, r u."'l.ti ,)?'l y ;u n 0c J ~t>cut th e ch:-.r :ictcr 
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\.r i ttc,1 :rpcci n.l l y fo r t l!c- c . n. by r:JtLTE.rt · .• ~S B. 

I Kl0.1 A.!1l'EOl~Y 5.f.G::)!E ::-. ne w :._;1d i nt or c st i:1g ~·.r ti cl c . 
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