THE

COLLECTORS
1D|G ST -




126

STOP PRESS
OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
Northern Section

5 The first meeting wes held at 239 Hyde Park Road, Leeds,
4pril 22nd, commencing st 6.30 p.n. There was a very en—
‘coursging attendance of /thirteen (we're not superstitious), sif
| being "new chums'.. The auspicious event got off to & good
atert when 2 telegrem wes reed from the London Club, & nice
gesture which wes greatly avpreciated.

Herbert Leckenby took the cheir pro tem. He gave en
‘| interesting account of the rise of ‘the €,D., end the many
thrills, plessure, snd ermy of friends it had brought him. He
went on to tell the romsntic story of the forming of the 0ld
Boya' Book Club in London, how it hed become famous, and the
remarkasble publicity it had geined. . He gave a vivid descrip-
tion of the happy etmosphere end hospitelity which reigned st
their monthly meetings, end that ss e result it wes decided to
stert 2 secticn with headfuerters in Leeds so that northerners|
could have sn opportunity of getting together in similar
foshion., - He conéluded by saying it looked es if we hed made
8 very promising start.

Officisls were then elected s8 follows: Chairmen, Normen
Smith; Vice-Chairmen, Reg. A. thson; Secretery end Tressurer,
Williem F. Sewyer.

Bill Sewyer followed with en eccount of his sctivities.
It included the story of the remerkeble response to & lstter
of his published in the "Menchester Guerdian.

E Thén cfme o genersl discussion in which many velusble
suggestions were mede.

Two of those present were Herry Dowler end Clifford
Beardsell who had trevelled from Menchester ond Stockport
' respectively. ~Others were Clive Simpson, Normen Smith,

Reg. Hudson, Gereld Allison, W. L..Willismson, H. Barlow,
‘| = price, 8. F. Armitsage, J. H. Dernott, Herbert Leckenby, and
W. F. Sewyer. Severel others have slresdy joined the scotion
but were prevented from attending.

The next gethering will tske the form of 2 dinner on
Seturday, Junc 2nd, when it is hoped we shall have with us
Leonerd Peckmen.

' 9. F. Sawyer,
Hon. Sec.
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FROM THE EDITCR'S CHAIR

It's en Tixciting Life! I said in January I had an ides
it wes going to be snother eventful yesr. I didn't know the
helf of it. Since I wrote my lsst chst so much has heppened
that it is almost impossible to record it all. However, on our
centre pages we ere doing our best to give a selection of press
cuttings appertsining to the hobby of hobbies. And here sre
some comments thereon.

In connection with the forming of a Northern branch of th
0.B.B.C., 8t Leeds the Yorkshire Evening News has opened its
colums to us in fine style. Then on March 30th there was &
very interesting sele of Victorisn penny dresadfuls in London's
Chancery Lene. The press gave it quite a lot of attentionm,
the"Deily Herald" especially hed a grest spresd with some of
our veteran members interviewed.

The following morning z reporter on the London "Daily
Telegreph" reng me up. He seid he had been spesking to Frenk
Pettingell the dasy before (et the sele of course) who hed told
him something ebout my sctivities. Quite a long chet followeél..
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despite the fret thet it wes the perk period on my s‘.."itchhmrd‘!.
Next dey, April lst, neerly half a columm sppsered in the dig—
nified columns of the "Telegraph". It wss good stuff, but I
should just like to meke one criticism. During our chat the
reporter seid he understood there was grest rivelry between the
different groups. I losughed snd replied. "My word, yes, it's
quite & headsche trying to plesse 'em ¢11." But in his reporf
it rather gives the impression thet I seid it was surprising
how intolerant collectors could be. On my solemn word of
honour I never dresmt of using the word intolersnt. Yhy, blesp
my life, I am one of the vetersns myself and am &8s sorry @8
they ere that there's not more sbout the older pspers in cur
peges. However, I think they will understend.

On Tuecdey hpril 4th I got the biggest thrill of 11 -
the B.B.C.. Leeds headquarters rang me up and ssked if I Woulti‘
go over to tske pert in » brosdcest the following avening, -
uTp-to-Dete" on North Home Service, sterting at 7.45. It wes
g real surprise (Bc‘mzlly Bill Sewyer, disciple of Len Packmen),
hed been et work), end rether short notice. However, ofter
the question of getting o rpelief on my job hed been settled
we got it fixed up.

5.30 the follewing evening found me in the Leeds studio
2long with Bill Sewyer. We were met by Mr. LieGarry who hed
uy part of the broadcest in hend. Over ten rnd crkes we got
down to working out & script. It took neerly two hours to
rcheerse, o8 we hed %o work to ¢ split second. One cennot
sey much in three minutes, but I did mancgs to get in o word
for the 0.B.B.C., & tribute to .thc papers of = bygone dry,
omd e suggestion thet if such pepers returned to the bookstells,
there would, perhens, bo not sc mck heerd zbout juvenile
delinquency .

TWhen the time drew neer for mo to spesk, I hed 2n in-
cressing feeling I wes going-to heve "stage fright", but once
I got on the zir I wes foirly comforteble. All the senme,
when I wes told efterwsrds I came over ckey I folt heppier.
Ihnyway, it wes & ngvel experience.

* By o curious coincidence, Frenk Pettingell wes being-
guestioned in similer feshion the szme evening on television,
but he wouldn't have stoge fright. e

One other little point of interest: . NeGerry rsked ng
to tcke £ selection of perpers with me. When I explrined the

history of some of them - the identity of suthors in the
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; pcyu!' Friond, for instrnes, he scemed graitiy immressed, snd
scid there wos emplc materiel for & programmé all to ourselves
Bill Sevyer, with memories of & broesdcast .some time sgo in mind,
suggested it wouldn't be a bed idea to let those who-knew somed
thing gbout the subject have a go for once. Mr. scGerry :
" siniled end, well, we'll wait and see.
Tiell, as I seid at the beginning, it's an exciting Iife
these days for
Yours snlcere]y.
HERBERT IIXJIGZNBY

POPUL:R P .PERS OF TEE P.ST
No.6 - "The Bullseye"

By Cedric . Groombridge

During the third week in Jenuary 1931 posters advertised
'z nev boys! periodical. With this rether sticky offering, thg
first '"tuppenny" blood of the 1930's wes born - "The Bullesye'".
Similar in size to the "liagnet" it was as elike as chalk and
cheese. Twenty-eight of the most profusely illustrated pages
were packed within blue covers of most striking design. The
title "Bullseye" wes ecmphesised by the slogen thet it "Hits
the merk every time" snd & full-pege illustration depicted somg
blood-curdling item festured in one of the yerns. 4nd hit thg
merk it certesinly did right from its first issue of. Jenuery 21,
1931t If boys of thet period were keen .on yernms of the super-
naturel this new peper reelly provided them with 211 the thrills
they desired. Cormencing with No.l, one of the. feoture yerns
wes "The House of Thrills" - 2 most unusual house snd one likely
to remain untensnted even.in these deys of housing.shortsgel
Built by an old miser some hundred yeers previously, this
choerful hebitetion was seid to be built-on the site of old
prison gellows.

None dered occupy its forbidding wells until "Eqsrless“
John Pentonville, en ex-geme hunter crippled by @ lion, took
over the plece to gein thrills thet he wes unseble to obtein
clsewhere. Not content with secret passeges and ghostly shapds
etc. ()which inveriebly led to a pot-of gold left by the old

miser), Pentonville sdvertised £100 to enyonewho could thrill
him with ¢ story. 4s this perticular yarnm ren throughout the
1ife of the "Bullscyc" Ferrless John must have been elmost

"penniless" John, as he disposed of at leest £19,4C0 in return
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for thrilling stories!

Second feasture ‘yern in the old copies was undoubtedly
wrhe Sign of the Crimson Dagger" which deelt with the activities
of a secret society, heavily gerbed in black with e crimson
dagger emblezoned on their bressts. These sought out impondis
wrong-doers end efter three wernings delivered in the most
extreordinary ‘manner, if the villein still persisted in carryizng
out his intentions, he wes disposed of in 2 very unorthodox buj
_effective way. This society performed successfully for some
fifty-odd issues to be finelly supplanted by e now Series
entitled "Uncenny Stories" which title elone spesks for itself

With the coming of No.l4 cf the Bullseye, a truly remork-
eble cherecter appefred end ebsolutely dominsted the 1931 issues
of the old blue paper. No write-up on this psper would be
complete without deteils of "The Phentom of Cursiter Fields".
This gruesome spectre was rcputed to be the ghost of ¢ highweyt
men hung in cheins snd to say it wee an unessy ghost is putting
it mildly. He appesred whenever mist wes prominent in the
locelity of Cursitor Ficlds, end spert from scering #11 the
citizens of thet neighbourhood, he certeinly succeeded in
"putting the Wreeze up" all "Bullseye" resders if letters to
the Editor were any indication.

Let me quote through the medium of No.14 of the paper how
the Phentom appeared. I might edd that the hero of the syemn
Bob Brysn, is with his father, & policeman, when suddenly

"Out in the misty derkness, on the¢ other side of the nmarrcw
gtrect, something was looming with pale, bluish glow
snd Bob crught his father's erm.

"Ded — look! Over there in Sword Alley!! y
He heerd his father gesp, then woth stood transfixed.
Through ‘the mist they sew e misshepen, tenuous form znd
thrust out from it wes e grimming, grimacing fecc. It
was without colour snd yet it seemed to shine with o
_spectral blue-tinged glow. They saw glering &yes —
‘end they heard o bebbling.
- It'wes & weird end eerie sound, the like of which hod
never before come to humen eers. 1 ™uted jebbering of
ghostly words, end while they heard it the face grew
clesrer in the mist. ;

'It's the Phentom!! cried Bob.

Thile he shouted, Policemsn Brysn drew his trunchcon
ond hurled it with 211 his force. In the instent that the

&
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weepin left his hond. the snectrel form diseppezred.
Both heord the truncheon cresh agoinst the wall of
Sword Alley ond drop to the ground. Sword Alley wes empty
seve for writhing curteins of mist!"

Well, you Victorien fens, how fevourebly does thet compare
with ycur Penny Bloods?

I might £dd that we were urged weekly tc resd the yern
regulerly es "all mysteriés would be expleined in the finel
yern." Vell, the mystery to me in the finsl Yern wes how the
suthor menaged to explein ewsy in three or four perrgrephs how
Guerdsmen with machine-guns, nets, poison gas, etc. friled to
make £8 much 8 & dent in the Phentom -~ who turned out to be
quite ¢ decent type efter s11 Teelly! Stidl, whet did thet
metter considering the enjoyment we hed every week with the
Phenton? ; .

By the time the "Bullseye" wes 10 months o0ld its quelities
were presumably firmly esteblished and the yorns seemed to get
even more revolutionery in idess. 4 brend new series commenceq
with N0.39 entitled "Secrets of Stonemcor". These were . allege
reprints of documents uneerthed only # short while #go #nd
depicted prison life et Stonemoor in the eerly 18th century.

Ln interesting point is that these stories cetered for any of .
the feirer sex thet mey hove been coursgeous enough to Tesd the
"Bullseye", &s invariebly the love element wes introduced sz e
new stimilent.  Tech story centred sround either o conviet
(usurlly wrongfully imprisoned) or the new zovernor (who wes
chenged weekly ). This series ren suecessfully until No.65,
April 26th, 1932, #nd wrs then repleced with & series crlled
"The Bleck Moon" desling with o geming house in Prris.

Theseproved to be equslly successful end es 1933 got under
wey it scemed frirly sefe tc essume thot the good old "Bullseye!
wes well dug in., With stories like "Secrets of the Eritenis"
(2 liner series), "The Inn with # Thousend Secrets", "Phentom
Teles", "isfter Derk", it herdly seemed possible thot the Bullsey
wes hesding for the Velhslle of boys' periodicels. In 1934,
the drewn illustretion on the -front wss repleced with ¢ phote-
grephic type of cover. In my opinion, it wes by no mesns s
compelling a&s the o0ld type of illustretion. The publishers
(hmelgonated Press) were epperently trying to pump fresh blood
into it, but by September 1934 it wes cbvious that the femilizr
blue—cuvered book wes #bout tc dissppesrr from the newsegents'
rack. Very shortly sfter, onc very dismel Fridey, from my point
of view, on turning over the peges of my belcved "blood", I wes
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confronted by the request not to miss "the brend-ncw boys! |
peper cpperring next week entitled "Thrilling Sercen Storice"
(or something equclly ne userting) — oh, rnd by the way, "thsrg

would be no further issues of the "Bullseye". . Thus prssad
snother populer boys' prper into the void of Time.
Finis

DO YOU REMIBER?

nct epperred in the Comics
Jenurry to Merch 1900 - 50 yerrs ©go.

By Arthur Herris

for & wh.‘Lle over H% ]f cﬁ&c“rgpg?gmgfptﬁltg‘ﬁgtt%gi‘cegc reves
months of 1900. .

First there wes "Comic Cuts", tho front pege charccters
of which were Crusoe, the fet Bo'sun with their little elephent.
The serisl was “Privete John Byrne, of the Fighting Fifth".

#Punny Cuts" hed the Buzzum Prls os its:front pege chercet
ters end hed two seriels, "Jrck Ashore" snd "Jorth Weiting For'l.

In "Chips" the celebroted pair, Werry Willio end Tired
Tim sdorned the front page end the serisl wes "The Spectre of
the Bleck Rocks".

Front psge charecters of the "Yorld's Comie" veried, but
ncerly £11 contrined Kruger. - The serizls running were: "The
Corseir of the Clouds" by Chorles Hemiltong “"ohe Fotol
likeness", by Captein Colemen Groom; "The Dondy Sport" by
Chorles Homilton; "The Secret of the School" by Cherles
‘Remilton; "The Shepperford lystery" by- Kernedy Ting.

-umhe Funny Wonder" hed Slim Jim snd Froddy. Picfrce o8 11;3
front pcge charecters. Thes: were described s first cousins
to Weery Willic end Tired Tim. The serirels during this periog
werc:. "The Closed Chember', "The Humen Bot", and "Xnight of
the Ring", the lettor by Herry Arthurs.

“érrks“ h&d Privotes Cerky snd Sarty os its ffront prge
rrtists fnd no scrisls wera published. Complete stories only
wqra publighed ./

ilinphe Comic Home Jou.zm 1" front poges wore filled by Lorry
£nd Bill rnd the seriels running during this pcnoa were "By
ﬂrd.er of the Three" by Regineld Trey end "pead Men No Secrets
"‘cll“ ‘by Harry St.John.
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Cdry A1f une Bowneins Billy £illed the front psges of "The!
Big Budget" end the seriels running during this period weres |
"park Secrets of London" by Koy Keen; "Herd Pressed" by Msxwel!l
Scott; "Phil Gladwin" by Henry T. Johnson, =nd "A “orld in
Lrms™ by -Sidney Drew.

"The Holfpenny Comic" front page charscters were Sem, Team
end their donkcy Flem, end the Beriel running wes "The Sezl of
Deeth" by Henry Fermer.

Poodleposh snd Perker, the comic detectives, were the
charecters adorning "The Ccloured Comic's" front peges end the
sorirls running were: "The Freebooters", "The Island of the
Deed" by Hepworth-Cerrington; "The Eeglehurst Chums ot Oxford"
by Clarke Hook &nd "Thrce British Leds" by the seme sauthor.

THE “ANNUAL® BALTOT

Present Position

1. Msgnet Masterpieces 224
2. How iy First Collection Started 208
3, Csrdew of the Fourth T 204
4. How They Arrived S
5. The Gem Reprints ‘ ‘141
6. Comic Pepers in Their Heydey 138
7. Educrtion of &n Editor 136
8. Imitetion Stories 131
9. Consulting Room Chet 119

WaNTED:  Vol.I-Dresdnought, odd fentesy type, Boys!' Fricnd
lerz‘z’y. ete. Henry J. H. Bertlett, Shipton Gorge, Bridport,
Dorset. )

WANTED: Nelson Lee, Second New Scries. Nos. 29,30,34,35,
41-46, 48, 49, 51-53, 55-58, 60-64, 69-T1, T4, 78, 19, 83, 93,
108, 152-154. Single copies teken. Gordon Thompson,

133 Fernegh G.V., Vhitecbbey, Neer Belfrst, N.l. -

WLNTED: Lees, S.B.O's. Write to Jeck Cook, 178 Merie Street,
Benwell, Newcastle-on-Tyne. S.A.E. please.




The Nelson Lee Column

vunaucted by Robert Blythe.

411 queries end suggestions temporerily to
L. Packmen, 27 .rchdele Rosd, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

Now thet my first "Colurm" on Bob's behalf has appesred in
print, I am waiting for the brickbats to be slung at me by him
end Lee-ites generally!

In the meentime here is the second dose of medicinel .=
you will heve reed in spril "C.D." I em using the Column this
month by giving the titles and other particulers eveileble
regording Edwy Seerles Brooks'. works other then in the Nelson
Lee Librexy. :

This is in cccordance with Bob Blythe's wishes, for some
time 2go he esked me if I would let him have 211 the informetion
T had on the subject #s he thought thet elthough perheps some—
what off the besten treck, the stories by E.S.B. would be of
interest to resders of the Cclumn, especieslly »s some of the
stories in the "Union Jeck" festure Nelson Lee emd Nipper.

Firstly then, here ere the "U-Jeck" titles.

777, "The Flashlight Clue" (-); 794, "Waldo the Wondermen"
(Weldo)s 798, "The Cese of the Five Heirs" (W); 799, "The Clue
of the Frozen Knife" (F.Lee); 800, "The Affeir of the Bronze
ponkey" (-); 8C1l, "The Shonghried Detective" (W); 805, "The Casd
of the Strcey Rubies" ()3 810, "The Clue of the Sccond Bullet!
(N.L:)s 813%; "The Riddle of Quinton Grenge" (-); 817, "The Greet
Spirituelism Case (7 ); 831, "The Volley of the Missing ien"
(N.L.)3 859, "The Hystery of the Gnerled Oek! (¥.L.); 865, "The
Glue of the Green Stein" (W); 870, "The iiystery of the 9.12 ~
Express" (M.L.); 874, "The Chessington Towers Mystery" (-)s
888, "The Humen Limb" (-); 892, "The Case of the Chinese /ntiquq "
(-); 917, "The Yrges of Death" (-)s 921, "The Strenge Cese of
the Edgewsre Repluse" (-); 930, "Dr. Brexland's Experiment (-)s
939, "The Glue of the Yellow Dust" (-); 942, "In the Grip of
Tizldo" (W); 948, "The Wondermen's Chellenge" (V)3 962, "Rupert
Woldo - Stuntist" (%); 1054, "The Flaming Spectre of Clocme" (7
1077, "The Electric Men" (7); 1104, "The Leopord of Droone" &)
1118, "The Lffeir of the Romen Relics" (¥); 1131, "Thc Peuper of

-
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Pengerth Cestle" (1); 1132, "The Curse of Pengerth Cestle" ()4
1135, "The Great Stsdium Sensation" (W); 1219, "Waldo's Wonder
Stunt" (W); 1220, "The Affeir of the Professional Avenger" ()4
1221, "The Cese of the Second Blackmailer" (W); 1222, "The
Lightning Flash kiystery" (W); 1266, "The Affeir of the Bronze
Lirror" (W); 1267, "The Diemonds of Devil Pool" (%); 1268,
"Jungle Justice" (W); 1320, "The Case of the Shrivelled Man"
(%)s 1322, "The Ceptive of the Creg" (%); 1354, "The Case of
the Three Bleck Cets" (Bustece Cavendish); 1357, "Terror by .
Night" (BE.C.); 1358, "The Deeth Snarl" (W); 1364, "The Frozen
lien Lystery" (E.C.); 1384, "Quivering Steel" (E.C.); 1425, "Thq
Red Het Racketeers" (W); 1433, “"Sexton Bleke on the Spot" (W);
1490, "The Mystery of Blind Luke" (%); 1499, "Once a Crook" (%);
1501, "Weldo's Way Out" (W); 1507, "Red Send" (W); 1516, "Sextdn
Bleke's Understudy" (W); 1528, "The House of Light" (7); 1530,
"yillege Vengeance" (W)

The following ere stories published in the "Gem" Librery,
all of which are considered by John Shaw to heve been written
by Mr. Brooks. These titles ere from Mr. Shew's records, and
ell credit is due to him aslone for much resesrch in order to
obtain this information.

146, "The Terrible Three's Sub"; 258, "Tom Merry's Prom:lsﬂ';
264, "Fatty Wymn - Professionel"; 260, "Hidden Treasurs at
St.Jim's; 273, "The Schoolboy Informer"; 314, "D'Arcy's }wateri‘-
ous Present"; 319, "The Housemester's Peril"; 391, "i Ceptured
Chum"; 429, "A Mission of Hystery"; 515, "Rivels in Sport";
520, "The ien of Nystery"; 998, "The Boy from Russia"j; 999,
'The Siege of St.Jim's"; 1022, "Under Gussy's Ting"; 1023, "The
Boy Tho Held his Tongue"; 1024, "The Chengeling of St.Jim'sj
1025, "Under Fslse Colours"; 1050, "Cerdew the Knight Errent';
1059, "Hendforth at St.Jim's; 1060, "Playing for the First";
1061, “Hendforth's Third Test"; 1062, "Handfcrth's Triumph”.

Ind now to wind up,here ers the usual month's quote of
Nelson Lee Titles.
389, "The Wendering Jew"'; 390- "When 2 Boy's Down"; 391, "The
Demen Tiithin Him"j 392, "The House of & Thousend Eyes"; 393,
"The Boy who Cculdn't Lie"; 394, "The Ghost of Somerton Abbey";
395, "irchie's Pantomime Feiry"; 396, "Jack Grey's Temptetion';
397, "The Bexing Unknown"s; 398, "The Brend of the Brute"; 399,
"The School Tiithout Mesters"; 400, "Petticost Rule";
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401, "Gogded to ltevolt'; 402, "Down with Potticost Rule'y i
40%, "The Wer et St.Frenk's; 404, "The Remcve et Bey"s 405, i
mphe Siege of 'Fort Resolute'"; 406, "The irmistice 2% St.Frank
407, "The Berred-Out llistresses'; 408, ". Priccless Time;
409, "Alf 'Uggins irrives".

TWiNTED urgently, to complete e volume for binding. legmets
To's 1118 end 1119, Robert Wilson, 100 Broomfield Rosd,
Glasgow, N. i

WANTED: .ldine Turpins end Black Bess, Bcys' Comic Librery,
llugget, Peter Flint series; Dircnmond Kettle series; Nelson Lee,
1st series; Boys' Friend 3d Librery, No's 32, 218, 294, 186,
334, Prices, etc. Boys' Own Librery, Dismonds for Txchange.
. H. Clough, 3 Fonthill Grove, Srle, Mznchester.

FOR SLLE: "Comets" with Bunter Stories. J. .. Bolend,
12 Cullenswood CGardens, Renelagh, Dublin, Eire - Irelend.

TANTED URGENTLY: To Complete sets. No.l3 Collectors' iidis-

cellany 2ad No's 7, 9, end 10 of the Story Paper Collector.

4, J. Southwey, P.0O.Bex 3. Beeconsf:.elrl Cave Prevince,
South Africe.

e MED ‘411 back numbera Collectors! Digest. \lsc Armuals.
Pill Mertin, 93 H.il.ls:l.de, Stonebridge Park, London, W,7.10.

VANTED: Scheclboy's Own Libraries feeturing Greyfriars, 1/6
1o 3/~ eech offered, rccording te ege. Bill Mertin,

93 Hill#ide, Stonebridge Prrk, Londen, W.'7.10.

EXCHANGE o1d :'z_:nd reré Scxton Blskes 1920-1928 for Sexton Bloked
with the skull on cowver 1930-1939 only. 7illiom Smith,

57. Bexrkby: Road;- Syston, Ur.Leicester. .

FOR SALE: "Billy Bunter in Brezil"; "Billy Bunter's Bsnknote"j
Billy Bunter's Christmes Perty; end two Tom Merry books.

ilsc Holidey Anmuals. Offers. P. Checkley, 18 Torlington Road
Coundon, Coventry.

BAVE YCU ANY NO. ONES?

Collectors pleesec report any Mo.Ones they ere fortunste encugh
tc possess: - The reascn - en interesting - ~nd provoestive -
srticle for the Annuel.

15
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Ola Bu&f Doole Club

E.ST DULYICH. APRIL :EETING

The cheirmen's mueting, with the now familier telephcne
conversetion with our Herbert, proved to be highly successful.
i score of members attended end these were well rewerded by o
very conviviel time. The minutes of the lest meeting, togethe
with the treesurer's report, were zccecpted and signed. The
ccrrespondence wes reed snd discussed.

- The next item cn the egende wes the new block of the ¢lub’
crest. Three quotetions were given, the lowest onc being
Bob Whiter's. He hed drswn a new picture of the design £nd
had & block made. This wes done o8 @ speculation, for if not
suiteble to the club, he would hove it for his omm use.
However, & unenimous vote accepted the tender and J. Gerl was
instructed to get the crested club stetionery printed. 4L
heerty vote of epprecistion wes sccorded to Bob Whiter for his
edmirsble effort in getting the block menufactured. The g
design has been copyrighted. .

Promptly et six o'clock the vice-president made his 'phong
cell end the usuel good conversations ensued.

A fine movelty quiz devised by Len Psckmen wes won by €
new member, R. Godseve, & very crediteble effort. Second place
wos shered by Isan Whitmore end Cherlie Wiright.

The postel members' bellot then took plece znd the four
successful members were E. Cux, T. Concennon, R. Jenkins, snd
E. Windover. The first two win copies of "Billy Bunter's
Benefit", whilst the lstter two will heve copies of "Rellying
round Gussy" sent to them o8 scon os they sre received from
the publishe:

Beb ! t!u.ter then gove on smusing resding from Greyfr:lars
Holiday Annuel 1925 entitled ". Felse Llexrm", by Teddie Grace.
The next meeting will be held et 706, Lordship Lene,

Viood Green, N.22, on Sundey Moy 21st. )

The Brighton Meeting hes been provisionelly fixed for
Sundey July 16th znd all members ere ssked to moke # note of
this.

The exchange and mert followed snd the conclusion of &
hoppy evening came with e hesrty vote of thenks to the host,

heirmen Len Pzckmon.

H
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JSAtendence:  wi. Pricr, N. Fletzea, . Young, I. “hitoore,
.1» Blunden, E. Reynolds, P. P.drc, K. Godseve, R. ¢nd L. Derconl,
J. Geel, B. Prime, 'i. Lewscn, R. Southwood, €. rnd 0. "iright,
Len, Jusie emd E. Peckmen. B, & R. Whiter.

¥ew members werc i, Prior, B. Cox, a. Young, #nd
7. Concennon. ;

Josephine Peckman wishes to express her sinceré-;thanks for
the many kind comments on: her !'Talbot" srticles. She greatly
appreciates them. :

FOR SALE: Nelson Lees, 0Old Series (1919-20). 71 consecutive
early eerly numbers serizl numbers 158 to 228 inclusive. 1/3 esch.
Leonard Packmen, 27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London,S.E.22.

Rare items for sele to best offers. Magmets 357, 392, 409,
Gems 510. All Double numbers. B.F.L. 3d. 213 "The Blot" by
Mexwell Scott. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, London, ¥,7.10.

WANTED. Gems 819 and 946. TUnion Jacks 919, 920, 924, 954,
974, 975, 981, 982, 984, 985, 986, 1001, 1016, 1034, 1042,
1043, 1056, 1101, 1105, 1108. . Sexton Bleke Libraries:

41l lst Series. No.l, 171,. 199, 271, 283, 284.

Mrs. J. Packmen, 27 Archdele Road, E. Dulwich, S5.E.22

Bob_Blythe, through the C.D., would like to thenk numerous
co:-respondents for their kind expressions of sycmat}v during
his enforced sbsence from the circle.

Dr.Edith Summerskill, speaking 29th April said:
9 was brought up on the "liagnet"” and '"Gem

‘Extract from a new c:hu.m s letter concerning the
Ieeds Meeting: -

"The Meeting wad really thrilling I thought. Only
drawback was it was all too short. I could have en-—
joyed a Iong conversation with every chap present.

Your talk in particular was most interesting and
I could have listened to your anecdotes and news of
our beloved magazines all night.

Looking forward to receiving the next C.D. and
also to seeing you at the Dinmer in Jume.

Yours cordially, Garry Allison."




Conducted by Herbert Leckenby — =~

Elsewhere I heve something to dey sbout press publicity.

The smount of notice we get these days is very gretifying, but
there is something I would like to sey here, which perticulerly
¢cncerns the "Mrgnet". The scribes do scem to teke o delight
in giving the impression thet copies of this moat populer of all
pepers creworth 211 sorts of foneiful prices.  Members of the
slen know the true position, but others don't, with the result
that they get fontastic idess into their heeds. In the "Deily
Telegreph" interview, for instenee, I ridiculed the ides thet

o Wognet might be worth £10, yet the stetement oppeered. A8 @
consequence I heve hed & number of letters (rddrossed to me

"glephone Operatur, York,"merk you) in which the writers mention

twe or three Megnets they possess, end sey they understend they
arc very velusble, Then I heve replied snd told them the true
velue I hove heerd nc more, the owhers probsbly having cursed

e end teken it T wes on the meke. - ——— -

Others have written sbout certein papers in the hope thet
they too were worth e bit, wheress they ere hardly worth their
criginel value.

This has slweys been ¢ vexed question. A certein Victorien|
"phleod" might be velued at £25, whilst another of the seme
perios would fetch herdly 28 meny shillings, but you can't
explein it #11 in & short newspepsr paregraph.

inywey, when there is eny chence of press publicity it's
best to scotch the idee thet ten pound notes ere being flourishe

4

sbout, even for Ne,l of the Megnet.




ra e R — ey T R - P

Came to. England to BUNTER | ATTRACHION

T OF OLD ..

find Bunter stories CIiB (;g ey
N view of. the pmp(\m‘l n I“m:' 1 s "°fr'fn:v THE A .- .
n If.ﬁ‘l\.llrsulcl{ymgumuniudub- RC'!& “;‘lg P l;ﬁ'!\ L ‘IA!A:“! ’ Y. E Nms R‘Mﬂ JBU&S MAGAZINE
m%ﬁ : NOW FETCHES £10

?“‘"’ "ld"} Teceltly oo - Th& marmsay r"}-\'wu 1 UNDBR:;‘ °‘ !hp LRE’
York. B e z [ ooyhom! Bunter Club" in Leeds GRAFE REPIBTER
wmw:l] go on the air {o-iright 1o Wiy sl tling 0 the
wiefided 1 be -}hh!vun the country abeut Lhelr boboy T of  "he  acngoiboy
ing oldmagazines they read i their

wx wome Leeds appear W __cotlecting  ahd i
une | RaeR done, books. now 0.t of priat, ike memul‘\ atgur elv aboul the
{ * ancieny and

- . !. wd 0.5 slure N wi F qm ¥ the B 1“ Magnet and (rem, ‘o Keep “ative "
ey M W his . ata b MM T ‘?’q'ua"\mu oking nu- famous chara-teis  whichy
v ho v 3

 hé ;.u«-:(. b w1 (’-n‘
vV

inrest m e {hriiled them in their schocidays X e "'f'";':“l o
ufi e, 3 ﬂ'f?k’"’ They expett to face a few ‘r.om teiepramE OpeTator. wh0
K geasched New Yool R“km‘;r “minutes’ inlensive. unrehearsefdis 4 clyb magazine for such
-mccess. - T d fﬂl‘ pebiant interyierw befors the ml!‘ﬂ!jl'ml!l ager: husta: - i
hit  paameye ' -ﬂo OVer fhe Leeds studiod in the 140 pm] interest amone collegors s

Gurrnara “Up 7T " on  thepagroasiag so much that the Old
otrions of ol LA ‘J' A e ;_‘]’;::"“ :p To Date on Hhep e Ciub. Tounded an Loncon for
f 1

n.ormn.lont?m selling

re |
R R,

Chiet ;;mx roowill _be  Mr
; Herbert Leckenby, of York. 60
i { e Club's] d
menthly macarine, The ColleclosS bygines: executive who tas. 100
Thgert,| who to knowkoyw o The Maanel  An
mare abe I school-kna gural dinner is 1) be heid.

1d theie iremortaifine Maanet :lnd The G!B\
o 40— cliie
Intamest li

Here. gurely, I8 £ «
cxample 6f tae influence B
Ktories by veteran Frank Pichi, i
ha'e on the boyi af vesterrc: G iteri eler
Prrbert Lickenby York, NIRE S ' hus'nu- s,
- &l walks of

] SEE that Leeds 1
TRV it

£t

[
Happy memaries

ul Bnlv Ay
in wiil davrer




LH00-vuinm ‘\ I lel 'ausn h
ranges (rom carly SuPOiong  how  inuolersne

Bex "”.“u..tcos.;‘ntr varying
3 L n ¥a L wr periods in ~whieh they are not

lectars will  pav
rl.mcas for a copy m
rwhich thr'\ m_‘;hbt misst

oS

am certain that
4 thuggery w- knaw lo-day w
rmost unksown 1!. )'flft ugo >
“ikg OF MY N qua Ty il
B ms {nd 5

O S A
Thrillers 100 Rl Oy o

il i The
s typed letter rro’n G'nm
Years Ago %'owﬂ‘.;w m.é bl TS
T, Ono use ‘b soribe him £

{'ss “The Penny Dreadiul King e
They Did Not Make [t 7 o Bk oo e,
£ 5 scCarce e

‘He =c«
h

for
nz onvs. odd T o

e -vr tor ma‘e to he‘-w o tum.

w.3.00 Bad Boys :; it Bos” journ
From fiv 0 & hundred years | fating goody-good). i
ho o lmont eveny yourgster 8GLD FOR &4 “a""'t mem"‘"‘
read what were deacri 2 |ite elalmed that he bad 8 priv ~d
“ penny dreadfule.” “blood and . 3
thunder ™ tales, and lc"xoalbov by
4

thriliers.

Thosa days were recalled when a)
izrga collection of lhue thriliers g,
})'“Gi'n:"m :zbtf che t \.!-d r e 1 ke b
irdgeon and Cn at their tooms i ! or
Citcery Lone. Landon. to-day ARt ;’:',,‘c ""3[ "d‘,f,f

FIERGE BOYS' BOOKS' Keavraline. Oneia entrjed

“ “"m'hk sans o ih Helr:]f_ve. the ironclad Australlan Bush

:Ew were known as ferce o
POy boaka, o biocd and thundes. ) fIF Jodgsn said tat the libeariant !
s intersiting 1o tompwre TR ot Shre vahimod, wabd thet 1
Jouth OF At gheneration ""rf u‘;"‘w crre agn Ned Koliy was pula
Bt ey oz mong Australtan yniingste:s as Dicq,

. 2 WT arpin  was among the boys of
rroduced no rrlmhina! \grden:lu r:‘na“h'" b
tne youngster who rewd them s
we nothing of the drn\‘:dt\l} ,I_-W_RP.O_"LE}WJ&
crimes Which arc how dally
oceurrence.”

Qae can only thunk that
bore such alarming tities, the

ey

taies were more of sdventure and &

er nrsrlle and hnd nothing ke ':'r’n MWM &&cw
n

ller‘::n wag®
Mumlm.

[

S

e Setns 1o hae oy ot e [ Re F
i 5 hav
oMb collection ot sale Beon aed and Keports [rom
med Herber um, an iy 3
v Being i ‘b oraer ot e | | variows Narional -
asury solicitr.

and Local Neay

papers.~ ~ T 7
HL.

"‘!RN.‘! BREADFUL KIIG"

W
15 A pemis rmc-nenv
H:,W and nand - H
serals @hd bind them inty

ian. Tham. are Bore Bonks such




142

(rawiltonin contd.)

Dr. Robert Wilson, steunch Hemiltonisn, rccontly suffered
o grievous blow through the death «f his wife. He hes also
woen working even hrerder then usurl owing to the Glasgow smell-
pox epidemic. Im 2 letter to me he seid:

wit is o strenge fect,but o true one, thet the only rerding
I heve been £ble to do since my loss wes °n ocecasionel dip

into & volume of Greyfriers stories. Frenk Richards' megic
slong brought temporery forgetfulness."

Cculd one find o finer tribute to the sterling worth of
the femous stories. This, snd the excerpt from the New York
letter in the correspondence columns is surely #n effective
snswer to those who scoff at the idee of men pest their first
youth teking en interest in their boyhcod heroes.

:nd now for Jospphine Packmen's finel instelment of
wphe Story of the Toff". This article has received meny
‘bouguets.

THE STORY OF "THE TOFF"
By Josephine Prckmen

Dr. Hclmes, thorcughly convinced that the Toff has truly re-
formed end become one of the streightest snd most honoureble
boys in the school, shows his complste feith in Tolbot when
thet feith is put to the test. This is relsted in thet finest
of 211 dcuble-numbers. 'Gem' No.393, "The Housemester's
FHomecoming"' .

Mr.Roilton returns from Frence efter being wounded, bring-
ing with him his o0ld Commending Officer Cclenel Lyndon, who
is 2lso & Governor of St.Jim's ond uncle of Gerzld Crooke.

Telbott hee elreedy had troublc with Crooke who, in his
usuzl spiteful way, tells Colenel Iymden oll he knows about
the Toff2a pest, in such o wey as to grestly prejudice the
Colonel egeinst Talbct.

On first seeing Telbot the Colonel is sure he hes ssen
the boy befors, but Telbot insists that Colonel Iyndon is mis-
teken. The Cclenel, however, is doubtful sbout sccepting
Talbet's werd end, efter subjecting him tc scme severe guestiond
ing, =nd heering the Toff's refuscl to disclose his frther's
neme, he belicves thot the boy is still © criminel. Feeling
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Ji:_lzi;} duty o oo furti;r intce txe metter, the Colcnel decides
1t ceell ¢ meeting . 6f the Governors.

- This mceting comes cbout, but Telbet still refuses tc
reverl his full neme ond insisets thot he hes # -right to do so.
He is stemnchly supported by nr.Holmv.s whose fdith in the Toff
is so complete, that when the Govérhors decidé¢ toisend Talbot
ewey from the school he resigns his’ Headmz'sterahip, feeling
that.he hes lost the éonfidence of the Governors. =

-&hs for the Toff, when he heers the: results of 'the meeting,
especielly of the Herd's realgna‘tlon, he feels thet pirhépe he
hed done wrong in' keeping silent fbr the sske of Hhis pride, -
when the full truth might have seved him.

For Dr.Holmes' seke Trlbot dacldes to scek out the- Ca.ionel
and speck to him, but whilst on his way to Rylcombe where he
knowa Colcnel Iyndon to be stsying, heé is knocked down by ‘the
Colonell's cer and is brought back to the school.

Colonel Lyndon discuvers him to be in possession of o locket
contrining # picture of his own sister, long since dead, end
finds thot the boy he hes perseécuted and driven from school is
his own nesphew. The Colonel thén 1esms the reason for the
Toff's silence, how, meny ycars befure, his fother hed .nsked
for Colonel Iyndon's help, but hed been refused, snd ccnsequently
had fellen back into & life of crime, tekin, his son with him.

One can now understsnd with whet bitterness the Toff had
regrrded Colonel Iyndon, but now he heers the other side of -the
stcry, how the Colonel hed regretted his horshness smd hed tried
t¢ find his sister's husbend rnd child, but they. hed completely
disrppesred.

Thus, Telbot neturelly remoins at the schocl, the rIQFd‘
resignation is forgotten and “oncc more the sun shines.-cn the
chequered life of the Toff".

I =m efraid I heve not been oble t\ do full ;justice to :
this story; to be sble to tell in ¢ few parsgrevhs whet it tool
¥r.Hemilton nearly forty pages tc relste is well nigh impossiblg,
but I hop. I heve given our -resders some idea of the story.

From now cnwerd most of the Toff's troubles sre brought
gbout by the enmity of his cousin Gereld Crooke, who dces every-
thing he cen to try and discredit Telbot with his uncle.

On. of Crooke's first sttémpts in this wey is releted in’
Gem' Nu.399, "4 Scldier of the King", in which John Rivers
returns to this country on lesve. Crooke, in his ususzl snesk-
ing wey, spies on Talbot snd Marie, his one idee being tc show
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thrt Telbot is still friendly with some of the 6ld grng,
thereby hoping thet Colonel Iynden will then disown the Tcff.
But his knevish tricks ore discovered snd forestrlled by Telbo
who helps John Rivers to escrpe when Crooke hrs sent the pelic
efter him, for, unfcrtuncrtely, slthough the Professcr of old i
working out his own redemntion, the prst sins h-ve still to be
peid for, snd the police still scek him.

But Crooke, in his ehmity towerds Talbot, still hopes to
be eble to injure him in the cyes of his unclc, snd so, once
more, in "Gem" No.416 "In the King's Kheki", the Toff has to
renew the struggle for the Prufessor's seafety, kmowing full
well thet it will meen ruin to himself if :f.t is discorvered that
he hes helped e criminsl to escepe.

However, the Toff is not concerned su much for himself,
but for Merie Rivers, for whose srke he nssists the Professor.

The erstwhilc cracksmen is bedly wounded, and Dr . Holmes,
reelising the denger of his true identity becoming kmown whilst
in hospitel, #llows him to be teken into the schceol senectorium
to be looked sfter by idarie. But the Toff is still worried fop
feer thet Crocke will discover who “Corporel Brown", the woundé
 soldier, rTeally is, snd in his endesvour to injure Telbot by
dencuncing the Professcr to the police, will bring trouble rnd
enxiety to Merie.

Unf-rtunctely, Crookes succeeds, ond threetens tc go to the
police. The Toff rerlises that the only wry out is to go to
his uncle, tell him the truth, #nd hope thet Colonel Lynden
will help him.

It is e ferlorn hOpe fcr he knows how sngry the Colonel
will be, especiolly if he thought his nephew wes still friendly
with sny of the cld geng of criminrls.

Crocke rejoices et Telbet's decision, thinking thet the
Cclonel will be finished with his cousin onco #nd for =11,

However, both boys have reckconed without "Fote", snd when
Telbot tells his uncle shout the Profess-r, it is only to dis-
cover that "Corporal John Browm V.C." is the mrn who hed seved
Colonel Iyndon from desth by German bpyrncts. Teeziving his
own wounds in so doing.

In his gretitude the Colonel scts cut to procure » Perdon
for the man hg now considers his friend, with the result thet,
“like the Toff, John Rivers cen now fece the world es sn
honourable man. .

Even now the Cclenel does not rerlise how bed Crocke is,

it

-4




cnd wiches his to. nepho

Telmot tries his beat, end ot one tlme thinks he is suc-—
ceeding, but Crcoke is cnly vretending friendship in crder to
leed the Toff into further trouble.

This incident is related in Gem Nc.449 "Fricnds or Foes?"
This time Crucke 'cooks up' 2 little plet ¢f his ovn. Presumin
on his pretended friendship with Telbet he sosks the Toff to’ upjg
Mr.Linton's desk to recover £ letter from Lodgey the huokmokerf
which he had lcft in e bock subssquently donfisceted by Mr. i
Linton. This, Trlbot eventuclly rgrecs to.do, little reelisi
that it is ¢ trep end that Crocke hopes he will be caught cpen+
ing the desk rnd thus turned out.of the school #s o hardened |
crininel. ]

But there is one fellow who is very suspicious sbout thla.
sudden friendship, #nd that fellcw is Leviscn, whom the Toff
hes repertedly helped. The Toff had 2lweys felt thet with ms|
own bleck pest he had no right to judge other fellows and wes
therefore meré patient end tclersnt tcwerd the black sheéep thez
eny of the wther fellcws. Lovison enorecisted the gemerosity .
rnd kindness of the Toff, end in return decides tc flnd out” Jus‘c
whet geme Crooke is pleying. H

This he succeeds in dcing, thereby szving the Toff from.
being ceught ot ir. Iyntcn's desk, end, #t last, Talbot under-!
stends whot his scheming cougin hes reelly meant by his seeming
friendship.

From this time onwerd Tolbot: ‘hes no illusions where Crﬂoké
is cencerned, end leter, in Gem Ne.462 "Levison Miner's Luck",
when the Cclonel visits his ncphews Telbot refuses tc enswer
his cousin's rccusstion thot he is friendly with Lodgey gt the |
"Green MPn'.  Cr.cke's recusstion is broked up by Lodgey who |
erlls st the schouol "tc see his friend the Toff". . The Cclonel,
engry with Tolbot whom he thinks hes deceived him, discowns him
ps his nephew ond deperts from the schocl, leaving Crocke —
chortling over the success of his plot. 5

But once rgrin, the Teff hes » "guod engel™ in the purscn
¢f young Frenk Leviscn, brother ¢f Ermest, whom he feels has
been helped t. th. streight peth by Telbot's influence.

Frenk end his third-form nels discover the plot, snd when
he kncws whet hes heppened Frenk sets cut to see Culomel Iymdoxy
at Abwotsford Cemp.

The Colonel, on herring young Lav:.son's story returns to
the school rnd confronts Crocke, who crnnot deny his rescelity
The Cclenel now reslises vhich newphew is rerlly worthwhile,
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end & reconcilirtion between Tolbot ond his uncle follows, brth

of thum knowing et lest thet it is impeussible to expect any—
thing but enmity from Crocke.

This stcry reelly completes the whole of the Toff's
struggles to gain recognition from his uncle that he is straigh
end hcnourable.,

There sre many more yerns sbout Telbet; some forty of
them in which he is the centresl cherscter. Unfortunstely, e
number of these stcries were not written by Mr.Hemilton end
suffered much in the manner of telling,; suv that the less seid
sbout those sturies the better!

For the benefit of those who may be interested in the best
of Mr.Hemilton's Telbot stories et e leter derte, they ere es
follows: —

563, "Telbot's Fees"; 564, "Brought to Light"; 686,"'1‘9]_)).;1:
Derkest Hour"; 687, "His Pest Ageinst Him"j; 988, "The Black
Sheep of St.Jim's"; 989, "Stending by o Scepegrace"; 990, "The
Toff's Seerifice";:991, "True es Steel"; 1197, "The Men from
Angel Llley".

In ccnelusion, I should like tc sey thet I hope this
"Story of the Toff" will heve given the reader as nmch pleasure
as I have hed in writing it.

Finis.

Kagnet Titles (contd.)

211,4 Rece ogeinst Time; 212,The Rivels Test; 213,The
Jepe egainst the Fifth; 214,The Fight fcr the Cepteincys 215,
The Rivel Co's et Greyfriers; 216,The Schoolboy Cuteesty 217,
Schoolboys! Trcesures 218,Herry Whertcen & Co's Vindfalls
219,.. Forbidden Chums 220,Foes of the Fourth; 221,Honour Be-
fore 411; 222, A Treitor in the School; 223,Frank Nugent's
Grest Wheeze; 224,The Rosd to Ruing 225,0ut of Boundsj 226,
Dowa on his Luck; 227,The Greyfriars Gerdencrs; 228,Bolscver
¥inor's Bolt; 229,The Remcve Form's Feud; 230,The Schoolboy
Detective; 231,The Stclen Schoolboys; 232,The Cireus Schaolbo,
233, Under Suspicion; 234,Herry Wherton & Co's Benk Holidey;
235,Spoofing: the Schooly 236,The Kidnapped Schooly 237,The
Competition Craze at Greyfriers; 238,The Form Mester's Scecret
239,The Hidden Horrer; 240,The Tuck Shop Reiders; 241,Ccker
Minor - Sixth Former; 242,The Greyfrirrs Insurance Compenys;
243,The Schuolboy Sleepwslker; 244,The Sch olboy Policemens

i

245,For His Mdther's Sake; 246,The Terrcr «f Greyfrirrs.

..



LETTER
i T

Doues it Foreshedow the Return of the Megnet?

April B8th 1950
Desr Horbert Lockenby,

Do you remember mentioning the "Comet" in ¢ letter some
1ittle while egc, in which scmewhat dismentled reprints of eoT
Wegnet numbers were eppeering? At thet time I wes not, a8 I
told you, interested in the motter: but there hes Been 2 chrng
since: es the A.P. heve ssked me tc write o new seriecs to teke
the place of the reprints. T d.n't like those old relies,
especizlly in such a fragmentary stste, so for thet end cther
reasons I was glud to undertoke the new series. To be quite
frenk, I rother pine for Greyfriars, end two or three Bunter
bocks o yesr den't fill the aching void. Anyhow I om quite
enjoying writing the new series, ond I expect the first story,
wBilly Bunter's Tez-Perty", will we cppecring befere long, to
be followed by "Stumped" ond "Bunter Borrows e Bike", snd sc on
sd 1ib. They fre quite short stories: but writing them hes
msde me feel thet I shculd like to be writing the old Megnet
egein.

I ceme eeross quite e nice spot in the Teolegreph on Sgtur—
dey, in which I found y.u e8 laxrge £s life. The 0.B.B.C. see€
to be growing rether on the lines of Jeck's bern-stelkl

Tith kdnd regerds,
Alweys yours sincerely,
FRAIK RICHARDS.
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Seems Frenk Richrrds Doos Get Some Leisurc! |
: ipril 1lth, 195C. |

Deer Herbert Lockenby,

I hed written ycu on Saturdsy, rbout the "Comet": ond
yeur letter, with the C.D., dropped in om Mendoy morning:
plessent resding for o dey of leisure.

Yes, the cover does very sgreeebly roerll the Magnet.

1 liks very much the continustion of the "Toff" erticles. I
thought myself that the "House-Mester's Home-Coming™ wes the
best of the Tolbet stories. 4Lt the moment I #m up tc the neck!
in a Telbct story for the "Tom llerry" buck in September.

I em quite delighted to heer of your breadeost. You cen
bet I should hove listened-in with 21l my eers, if lir.Sswycer's
letter telling me sbout it had rceched me in time. Iom
extromely sorry tc have missed it. I shculd vory much like to
be put wise in time if you go on the gir agrin — or perheps
I should say "when" not-"iffti.--  —---- i

I sm very sorry tc hesr of IMr.Blythe's bad heelth, snd
hope sinc.rely thet he will scon be on the retive list ogein.

T/ith kind regsrds,
Alwsys yours sincerely,
FRWK RICHIRDS.

He Travelled 6000 !Miles in Scorch of Megnets!i!

(Eere is an extrect from o long end remerkeble letter from)
Jemes C. Iraldi, 14 Test 82nd Street, New York. Tt sperks for|
itself. Thgnks to Bill ¥srtin, Len Prckmen ond others of the
circle, ir. Irsldi's hunger hes. been sppeesed somewhot, but
like Oliver Twist he still longs for more.- F.L.)

Being om indefetigusrble b. ok-bunter, I usuelly tremp sbout
the N.Y. buckshops several times erch week. (. hebit which hes
filled my buokshelves end emptied my pocketst) One dry in
fugust, 1948, during my Swmer holideys, I hepnened t spot on
en cutside stell, priced cne nickel (five conts) three thin,
coloured bookKlets which brought beck - host of boyhood memories)
They were eerly Schovlboys' Own Librery's, one of esch School,
Greyfriars, St.Jims, Rookwood. I took them home end devcured
them. I did not reelize it ot the time, but I had buen severef-
1y bitten by the "Richards Bug" snd (like the fever-breeding
mosquitc) the fewer scon set in.  An unquenchrble thirst for
more Greyfricrs wes the symptom, #md o nretty bed omo, tco.
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v 866, I hed no r of quenchin, thet trirst. I rerd those |
Bnr cld-timers p.rhrps eix or seven times in o :y I hounted|
overy <ld mogozine sters I oo ulé find, for wecks, menths without
result. Then, ca unexpected cpp.riunity come for 'me t¢ moke
e trip to Europe. I w.rked my passege over (re musicirn,
exchenge, for £ Dutchmen cn beerd e Hollend liner). I landed
et Rottordem ond Went ch to limsterdem, Poris, fLmiens (tu pry
my fervent respects et the. tomb .of Jules Verne) end then by
Cross-Chennzl steemer to Newhoven rnd - Lendon! Whet e thrill!
I fcndly expected to pick up old uegnats, Gems, ' etc. by
the crrloed. You kmow without my telling, just whet I DID
pick up! It still Tearkles s one cf the bitterest dis~
‘eppcintments of my lifs — the nct being rble to find a single’
one of these ¢1d weeklies.
The only rift in the derk clouds - ¢ sert of mirege, shell
I sey? - wis the fect thet Billy Bunter wes respperring in
bock—form. I was furtuncte envugh to find them 211 within
one week, even the very first.

@

Yulden Form,
Heathfield,
286 - 3 - 50. Sussex.

Deer Editor, i
If T described "The Hotspur" in my “lMonogreph on Sextcn

Pleke" £s muck, it wes moest certeinly understetement #nd |
should hevs read "opprlling muck". I plrin bed gremmer, usc
f pseudc- aericen expressions in fext os well os in dirlogue |
ond the cunstent holding-up of these in suthority whether in
e schuol or 8 prcfessionsl feotbell club o ridicule or dis-- {
respeet is # sign of modern technicel gkill in writing - well,
I know no* who to pity most of these modernsi the editor,
the write: cr the poor resder who ot leest hes tc pey for it
end if either of the vld-timer suthors nentioned by kir.Cook
ggreed with him, I should Ve very surprised indeed. S.rry, |
pr. Cuck, but I rerlly cen't swellow ycur rrguuents ~ like l
nodern music, they're ¢1l noise end no melcdy!l

* MNever mind, perhesps we'll meet cne dey end ergue it out 1
over. a fosudng piut! Yours sincerely, HARRY HOMNER. ;
(It would eppeer Herry Homer still does not like the “Hotspur" |
sturies. — H.L.) !
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Down remory ne
Dear Editor,

I found your erticle upon "British Boys" in the Morch
Cc.D. very interesting. I grther from it thet I om cne of
the few whe not cnly remembers thet boys' paper, but ectuslly
rerd it for £ time quite regulerly.

I wender how meny knmew thet there wes & porsgreph in
the "Boys' Friend" seying "G cd-Bye" to 2 derd rivel!
I remember resiing thet peregreph ten, twenty, thirty, forty,
fifty yeers eg:, end, with-the help of your erticle,found,
in » few minutes, thrt seme poregreph, headed: "4 Deed Rivel",
snd reed it cver sgein. It is in the Bcys' Friend, number
204, V.1.V.

I em lcoking forwerd to Good Fridey morning for then I
intend tc cpen my new-found friends, The Boys' Leeder wvclumes.

Yours truly,
R. STOREY.

OLD BOYS BROOKS
To th» Editar of the Munchester Guerdian

Sir.--Jvuld [. through the courtesv
of yuur paper, gel in touch with sny-

OLD BOYS' BOOKS

To the Editar of the Mancheaer Grardion
Sir,~—I am sure that a large number

e much less juver ie dehn—

vié who would ve interested in jamlns of men who were boys in the
the Nunncn ectiun. 0.d Boys' 1 nineteen-nundre-s  will agree  with
ul president  is l-rank Mr. Sawyer, the secretary of the
or o W,rrl'o-lfamwi Old  Boys  Eock Club, warohem
3 s s.il i I
‘lma. aE cut these 5 L-uok la( m.

v

f ihe clab are of
that if | these
~Gem." “ Burs' Fries Lniu ok
&b were un(e again m:l.lhhed we
*hor —Touct Javenite

dc-lmum-m re. &
W SawveR, Sceeretary Oid
Huuu ‘Club, Northern

B

Seetie

172, Taquc Drive, Seacroft,
Leeds, Apnl 10,

A Letter which
brought msg}.‘ts
: H.L.

quency if the youath of te<day were pro-
vided with suur-i whelasome, amusing,
and thrilling beye' papers such as we
had_in our young
Prasent-day boys' plmrs are in no
way mmparnbla to * The (‘aplam
A “Boys'  Friend,” ' Boy
"~ Boys' Herald,” hazgnse
us 50 many happy and well-spent hours.
It is not a question of being vut of
date. Boys' periodicals published 1o~
day are silly, spineless productions
with no intimacy or character drawiny,
and there is no kindly editer to tell
boys how to lead full, honourable, and
m‘dnly hives.——Yours, &c.,
Haruy Dowpes.
86. Hamilton Road. Lungsight,
Manchester 13, April 15.




Readers of this section of the C.D. are again asked to
send ALL correspondence relnoting to Sexton Dlake to the
Editor, H.l's Bond, 10 Erv "jen, Rhivbina, Cardiff.S5.7ales.
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THE ROUHD TABLE. I-AY 1950.

iy Co-Editor has recently received a letterfrom L.
Haurice le Hall of London,S.7.19 vho states that he has
apack of the card game "Sexton ke" which we mentioned
in our last "lound Table". lr. 1 says thet the pgene
is played something like Thist, with five sets of curds,
four gangs and one police force, with 3lske and Yinker at
the head. The cerd values run from 10 npoints to 120
pointss with tho pdlice force as trumps. *he cards are
like a playing card, have a drowving of a character on each
and there are sixty in a packe. The game wes marketed by
Liessrse Vaddon Limited, vhe, as many of you will know,
speciclise in this sort of production. It vould be very
nice to be able to get hold of a few packs, or cven one
for that matter. Thank you ilire Hell for your information.

I had snother imteresting letter from an old friend
of the Dlake circle a week or so ago. Irie Imyne of The
Liodern School st Surbition, vho, as you know is an expert
on the Pierre Quiroule stories of the lst and 2nd scries
Eric says that he recently came across, in his

Selalie
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Tfe Round Teble {continucd).

nis loezl library, one of TaWe Sayers' (Pierre Quiroule)
st‘gg'iés, and wondcred if anyone else had done likeovise and
‘noticed the ssme point. This story told of a mysterious
strangler, ond during theocction the scene moved to iTindser
Forest and to "The Squirrel lHotel" vhich is mctually 'a real
establishment, and 'ms known some time cgo to be under the
managerent of lire Sayer. In the story the proprietor had
the initials 7aWeS. vhich referred to same foreign nome.
This fictional 7a'7.5. turned out to be the murderer and meects
his docm at the end of the story. It has struck iir. Fayne
that. this is quite an unusual thing and wonders vhy it wms
done. I supnose that it 'mg meroly o vhim of the author
that his crock should have HIS initicls and manage the sue
Hotel, but ns E«Fa says, it is rnther a remnrkoble advert, if
it vms imtended to be one for the authore -

A most heartening lettor coame from ire James Gook of
vatford during the early port of last month. He had just
finished ronding the latest Rex llardinge story published in
the SeBela 3rd series and cntitled "The .ystery Of The
Forbidden Territory". He says that he felt like buying up
2ll the copics of this story that he could lay his hands on
end leaving them on the tops of buses and in railvay carringes
It ws, he continues, Blake ot his best. slow, this intorest
in Bloke plecsed me imnensely and I thougrt to ny self that
lre Cock vas a fellew after my own hourt. It is even mnore
remerirble than it ot first dpdoars tou, for lr. Jock is a
"elson Lee fon prirerily, but, he says, "I am interested in
Blake! because he is Alive today. low good it is to lmow
thet gcod old 3lnke is giving a fellow reader so very much
plensure, nnd it is indeed o tribute to the work of Rex
H-pdinge, for it is genorally accepted that the medern issues
of Blake cre not nenrly so goed as those in the 2nd serics
before the tmre Lre Gock, and others, might be interosted
to loarm, horever, that the story referred to wms published
as o bound novel in Januery of this year by ..essrs. Tright
and “rowm Lid. It vms thea just "The Forbidden Territory"
and fentured, instead of Sexten Tlake one Garver Inkosi. It
ie the first time that I heve come ncross this sort of reprind
for usually the Zlzke stery appars first.




THE TITLE by  LZO0NARD ALLEI.

1iost noticeable during tho long run of "The Union Juck®
is the gradunl disappecrance of Bexton Blake's neme from the
story titlese Fewr vroeks went by in tho early numbers vith-
out o dircct rofercnco to the detectivo, most frequently do-

noting o new occupation underteken to cneble him to solve the
erimo.  iothing ves beyond his povierss one of his nore amb~
itious efforts wme doseribed in Ud. Ho. 224, "Bexton Blakc's
Championship" (Jan 25th 1905). The recdor is not surpriscd
to find the sleuth engeped in a boxing mateh at the letional
gporting Club +rdith the heavyweight champion of the vorlde
staticians will be intorested to know that Bloko's weight vas
given as 12 stone 3 1bg, vhilst his opponemt, Jimmy licot,an
tmerican, ves 4 1bs heavier. After o gruelling bzttle Blaks
delivers the KeOe, an uppercut whilst on one knee; he cblig-
ingly forcgecs all rights to the world championship leuving
him froe to stroighten out mzttors abroad the folloving “rock
in lic. 225, "Sexton Blake In l.aorccco™s .

Blelc could never be considered o suob wid he illingly
4akes on o humblc occupationm in lo. 305 Aug: l4th 1909, as
ngextin Slake - Lock Kooper". This story, wo arc informed,
boing based on actusl facts supplicd by the detoetive, his
only condition boing the alteration of nanos and ploces.
Possiblyns a rostorative, next weck aprenrced "Soxton Blake In

Bigckpool". Ile assumes o fur morc dignified role some 1i%*Lg

time loter, mppecring os “Sexton Blake - Consul® in iloe 313
11/5/09, ncccunting from brigonds, ravishing a Bolken State
Y0.313. A nore scdombary occupdion fellous vith Moo 314,
wgexten Blalo, Flaprright™s

Patriotimm tme alinys one of the detcetive's strong
=oints, ilo. 407, July 29/'11 is sufficiontly sclf-cxplenatory
wgexton Blake Tith the Territorials® succocded by o secdativo,
nwgexton Blcke, Yochteaan®s. The publishors apparcntly deci-
ded thot thoir readers now sutonntically assceiated Dlake vad
the “inion Jock™ and this typo of iitle :rod less froqued
ly. Othor cheracters were given preminer Liow 490
torel 1st/13 - "Plurmer In Sccioty", o. Plunier' s
Dilex -nd after a number of topical adventurcs during tho
warld Ter T perizd, ooponred "aldo The vlonder ian" in ilce

ET e

764, Docomber 2&1‘.11/].8, the first story ofthis nopular charcet]
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Ineidentally some trepidition nust have been folt on the
launching of this amazing crock, as attention is dram to a
fostnote vhich states the charactor to be founded on fact,
on no lesser authority than "The Lancet”s  In addition Helso
Lee and Hipper joined forcos with tho resident U.J. toan to
combat the crooke. Further stories of Waldo rapidly followed
indicating his immedicte pepularity with roaders, quite cn
cchiovoment taking into accourmt the well ostablished ercok
cheractors of other witers at that time, such as George
tinrsden Plurmer and “The Bat". The fincst days of the U.d.
davmed with Ho. 886 - 30/'3/20, a csloured cover, pages in-
cronsed to 24, still'less tms scoen of tho detective's name in
the story titlos. These had gradually becn replaced by the
nore intriguing “The Case Of ===---=", "THe lLystory Of-—----- l
"Tho Adventure Of =——--—-=" type. Infrequcntly o concossion
was nado to tho old days, sauetinmes a sub-title such as Ho.
1263 31/1VZT "The Terror Of The Pit™ = "Sexton Blake Coal
liinor®, or lo., 1208, "Sexton Blake, Lord lLoyor" surcly one of
his nost exalted pesitions, although tho story rovenls that
it vms for but holf an houre liore consideration vas to be
givon to the detective's nane wvith the 1929 yoar issues and
under the title of the paper on thc front cover apncared
wGomplete SEXTON ILAKE Story Zach Week'".  Later in tho year
this disappeared only to reapncar, in cffect, ot thc tope of
the cover in bold type such s in iHo. 1469 (13/13/3L “SEXTON
ELAXE vorsus lR. RESCE".  This policy continucd unt il the
£inel nwber of the UuJ., Mo. 1531 (18/2/33.  Strangely
cnough tww e ks previously in .ice 1529 the deteetive's name
o agin introduced into the title "Sexton Blcke Tina",
possibly this yarn wms a roprint of a fformer Confederation
gtory of carly 1920 vintage, but more iilcly hostily vritten 4
wind up this populer sories before the finish of tho papor.
The successor to the U.J., larger in size "The Doteetive Weckl
naimtained nore or loss a rof: to Blake on the cover,prinarily
a sub title "Fnrous for Long Corplote Stories of Sexton Dlake!
tho last mumbers doseribod ns "Sexton Blako's Own Popor', the
f£inal nuibor, however, iide 376 hod just a sall type acknow-
lodgenente. Ono should be mretoful that Blake still survives
to-day vhen £ll others have gono, cven if tho acknovl cdgenent
i only stanp size on the SeB.L. 3rd Scrics. Possibly wo shall

yot sco o stirring title such ns "Soxton Blakc and the

Hydrogen Bomb'e THE EXDe




THE UNION JACK FOR 1927.
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1213.
1214.
1215.

1216
1217.
1218,
1219
12204
1221.
1222
1223.
1224.
1225.
‘1226
1227.

155

Tabulatod by Hallnurice Bonde
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‘Satirae

The Quest Of The Limping HMan. Raldurray.
The Case 0f The Threstling Rajahi. L.Black,

The Spider's Rovenge.

The Riddle Ofﬂe Green Dianond. "

The Spider's s

The Affair Of The Were-Wolf, A. Skones.

Lair Of The Linping liane Re lurray.

liystory Of Blaock Dans Treasures Gele Toeds

Waldo's Wondor Stunt. E«SeBrooks.

The Professiondl Burglar. E+S«Brookse

The Casc Of the 2rd Blackmailors n

The Lightening Flash lystery. L]

The Puzzle Of The Ensign. A« Skenees

Advorturc of the Yellow Beetlee. G.H. Teods
"

Teuple Of Many Visiones
Doomed To The Dragm.
House Of The Wooden Lant anse

1228] The Coning Of the Black Trinity. A. mmna.

1229.
1230.
1231.
1232
1233.
1234,
1235.
1236.
1237.
1238,
1239
1240,
1241.
1242«
1243.
1244,
12454
1246.
1247«
1248,
1249
1250.

The Trail -0f Theo Nameless Threoe
Sexton Blake-Suspoctl

Casc of tho Phanton Heade

Case Of the Disqualified Derby.
Problan Of Tho Doublo Fours
Duped By The Double Fours

The Gnllows liystorys

The Return Of Sexton Blako.
Eclipsee

Kystery Of The Ivory Bosme
Advorture of the Vanaished Ships.
Caso Of Tho Friend Of Lay Gubutti.
Great Yochiing Wook Liystery.
liystery Of The Dyed Ratss

The Vengoonce “n The larsh,

The Terror Of Goringhurst.

The Hounted Hotel liystery.
Adventure O0f Tho Puxys Doubles
The Case Of The 0il Piratos.
Justice Defied.

The Lystory Of linrl Housea
Sexton Blake = Convicte.

"
"

Evanse

As Skene-.

AeSkone.

Rellurrays

SeBlake.

B.Luurray -
n

"

Spider.
n

Zenitha
Satira.

Waldos

n
"
n

Zeutthe

King Korl

Satira.
Christnag
Satirae.
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ID ULTION JACK TOR

1251. Trail Of The Bandaged iaon. Reliurrcye Satira.
1252, lingter Crock's licssengores GeChestore

12534 The lorman Duke Liystory.

19544 The Cosc Of Cotton's Liille GoHiuToode  Plwinior
1235. Affair Of The Rotten Rnils. n «
1256. The Glue Of The Sceond Goblote "

1257« The iiystery Of The Hiwrted Trail. Furge
1258a The Alaskn Svr epstaoke Conspirccey. u
1259. Tho Acdventurc cf the Phantor Sealer. Bl
1260, The Affoir Of The Slack Corole GeLvansa Pago.
1261s Coptive Corgo. SxHu-Foedy urge
12624 The Adverturc Of The Grecn Tips. u Plwzzor
1262« Tho Terror O0f The Pite " Sy

e bl el Bal Rl Lt T b et bl Sl it el e il Tk bl b bl il e e
carcfully kecp thesc lists of titles. hen complete they will
givo you 11 the inforuation y:u nced about the character
storics in the UdJ. Ifarinticn re anonynicus sterics abovo
1ill be rwuch ~pprecicted.

dy pronised llist

wo hope to give you the ol
to the sbhove nnd provious lists of Uude titlcs noxt nohthe

B P P et St Bl el bl bl bl Sl el Sal Sl D e e ek St Sl Tl il e
HEXT 10iTTiis=

woTI TG TS SPURS"  The story of Dloke's Test Cases
written specinlly for the CeDs by WALTER ZBBe

1 KNDW AUTHOLY SKEME o new and intorcsting articles

The "Union Joek" for 1926 together with

Tho Round Toble. Itc, Etce
- ™ AT e AT e T T A e e T e AT AT AT AT AT e T e T T AT 4T T AT T e TeTeT 0 T
Coning Sooni- "Roturn to Tnker Strect by . lie Bonde

gain beon intreduecd to
1

Tton:—- The authors no
the front covors I tho current Se3.L. sericse Good ovs




