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2 e ! hafe Ju.at returned from a right ggod do, and
glad am I that I had the foresizht to ave room
fora few comments in 'llx:[a issue. .

It went with a sving Pfrom start to sh.After

an enjoyable repast, todets were dwwml fo "Our
Guest," Leonard Packmn (iuat concluding his North-

ern Tou:) "Qur President Franl: Richapde (this
was follo!md by the- sipging 'He's a- olly good
Fellow' which made the® rafters ring), "The Hobby",
and "The Collectors' Digest®.

of excellent 'after dinner speakers'.

: Te].egm.ms were sent to Frank Richarfls and Bob
BIythe. Photographs were taken by "The| Yorkshire
Evening Newa". Then for a couple of houfs the room
hummed with ohat‘lsaf ag men of all’ages fpecaptured

nostalgia.

Present were Norman Smith, H.Barlow} G.Allison,
H.Twinham, C.Simpson; Miss V, Cca'bes R.F.Hudson,

Tom Sinclair, Mrs.Sinclair, W. F Sawyer, Mrs.
_Saw and Wi]_fred Saw_ver, W .L.Williamson, J.H.
‘EE , and H.leckenby. —t

From afar: Ien Packman, FPhil.Warren) EEccles),
F.G.Beardsell (Stockport), Harry Dowler] (Manchester
FPrancis Case (Liverpool), Harold Ogden hnd Mrs.
Ogdasn (Manchester), T W.Puckrin. (M:de brough},
A.Holmes (Colne).

congzatulations, Binl Sawyér, on a {fine job.
" Herbert Ieckenby.




Vol.4. No.k2. Post Free 1s.1d.

JUNE 1950

Fditor, Miscellaneous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange,
C/o Central Registry, Northern Command, York

FROM THE EDITOR'S. CHAIR ..

Happy Event. The first meeting of the North-
ern Section 0ld Boys' Book Club briefly referred td
in our May number, was a delightful occasion.’ Whern
"I entered the meeting room I found several fellows
already there, and although they had been complete
strangers to each other until a few minutes before,
they were chatting away like old friends. That wag
the spirit the whole evening; 1t really did one's
heart good. FEveryone seemed to throw off years
from their shoulders.. It was just as if we were .
meeting somewhere in the Greyfriars country, where
no one ever grows old.

And at the moment of writing plans are well
advanced for the Dinner in Leeds on June 3rd.

Hopes are high for a fine assembly. Leonard Pack-
man will be with us as honoured guest, and altogeth

er it looks like being a "reight. good do."
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Support in High Places. oy word!. We are gettinc
on, for a Minister of the Crown cordially supports
us now. Did you see what Dr. Edith Summerskill

sald the other day” (If not, see our press cutting
section). Evidently she's 1n complete agreement
with what Bill Sawyer said in his "Manchester Guard-
ian". letter. Whats more, she's written to Frank
Richards, as you will also see,

Yes, and whatever you do, don't: missrthat cutt-
ing from "The Times" of May lst. When:we got space
in the'Manchester Guardian® and "Daily Télegraph" I
exclaimed "There only remains "The Times,"" And its
hanpened, for there's the "leader" writer of that
stately journal speaking knowledgeably of Mr.Quelch,
Harry Wharton & -Ce, Skinner, Snoop and-8eott.- Well,
where do we go from here?

b

Another Exhibition. Since Bill Sawyer entered the
cIrcIe, there's been great activity in the Northern
territory. His latest scoop is in obtaining the
approval of the Leeds Corporation Committee
for an exhibition of o0ld boys books. This will be
held in the near future, and will be on the lines
at York and Islington last year. the bulk of the
papers will come from my collection, but we shall
want your help in various directions to make it an-
other success..- We know we shan't te disappointed.
More details later.

bbb

Not so Good And now for a more sombre note. The
report of a survey among 10,000 Birmingham teen-

| agers was recently published, and. it would avpear
all is not well in the second city. It was not all
gloom, of course, but there was enough to cause a
lot of worried frowns. It was found, for instance,
that quite a number could not spell simple words
like "pictures" and "went". Where reading was

‘| concerned ‘the survey revealed that some couldn't
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read, many who could, didn't read, zand among those
who did, "No Orchids for Miss Blandish'" and "Forev-
er Amber" stood high in popularity. Good heavens!
And we who left our teens long ago used to get into
trouble for reading the #d Marvel, the Boys Friend,
and some with very stern parents, even the Magnet.
014 timers will smile wryly when they think of the
cost of present day education, and com---, no, dash
it, 1 mustn't drift into things political.

P —.

Those No.1l's. You would see in May issue a request
to report any No.l's you are lucky enough to poss-
ess, The idea is a feature in th~ next Annual.
There will be more about the Annual in the July
issue. Its going to be a job to beat last year's,
but we're going to try. The years getting on; and
we want articles in in good time. So get down to
it, won't you? In the fourth Annual I want to see
—less often the name of
Yours sineerely,_
HERBERT LECKENBY.

THE AMAZING WILLIAM MURRAY Gnﬂooﬁ

{The following extremely interesting letter
from Jimmy Stewart Hunter will have a special appeal
to old-timers who remember Murray Graydon, writer
of countless thrilling yarns over several decades.
Perhaps some reader can help regarding Robert
Murray. H.L.)

Dear Editor,

I have received a long letter from Mr. Vincent
Starrett, whom you will know as one of the leading
figures in American literary circles, the writer of
BOOKS ALIVE column in the CHICAGO TRIBUNE, and an
authority on Sherlock Holmes.

Here are some extracts from his letter, concerr
ing William Murray Graydon, which will, I am sure,
interest readers of C.D :
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"When I was in London in 1924, I visited Gray-
don at Fleetway House. I found Graydon a slight,
dapper, friendly little man with a waxed moustache,
and that is about all I remember of hls appearance.
He was delighted to receive an old admirer and we
spent a happy-two hours togéther in his cubicle at
Fleetway House. At some time during the conversat-
ion he pulled open a deep lower drawer and revealed
what seemed to be hundreds of slim paper-backed
books. They were all SEXTON BLAKEs, he said, and
he had written them all. I begged him for one as a
souvenir of my visit, and he hunted for some time
for a title that he remembered with pleasure. It
was called, I think, "The Case of the Four Barons.,"
This he auéographed for me, and I still have it al-
though it has been some years now since I have look-
at it.

"He asked me which of his books I had liked
best and I told him RED ROSE AND WHITE. He said
that a rather nice edition of this had been publishi
ed in England in cloth covers, and regretted that
he had no copy of it to give me; then he dug deeper
than ever in the bottomless-drawer and came up with
a small paper-bound reprint of the title. This, tog,
he autographed for me, and I am happy to say I still
have that book too. It was signed 'Alfred Armitage
which he explained was one of his pen names. He
told me, I rémember, a great deal about his family
and hoped I would be in England long encugh to vis-
it them in his home. Probably he told me a great
{deal about' his early days in the States, too, but I
made no notes of our conversation and I have no mem-
ory of this. We agreed to meet again ..... but I wag
called home within a day or two and had to write
him:that I could not keep the engagement. It has
just occured- to me that during our conversation
Graydon asked me if I remembered Pedro, the dog,
and told me with a note of pride in his voice that
he had created Pedro.”

I think Mr.Walter Webb, who was positive (in
the September C.D.) that’ W.M.G. created Pedro, will
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be glad to have confirmation from Graydon himself.

Writing of Graydon's U.S. period, Mr.Starrett
says that Graydon was a protege of Edward S5.Ellis,
the well-known American boys' writer; and Ellis
sald of Graydon's EXILED TO SIBERIA that "it dripp-
ed with color, as if the author had lived in Russig
all his life." Among others that Mr.Starrett ment-
ions are PRINCE3SS OF THE PURPLE PALACE, THE RAJAH'S
FORTRESS, and a series of historical stories about
the American Revolutionary War.

Mr.Starrett's introduction to Graydon's work
was when, as a boy in the late 90's, he read the
middle part of a serial THR CRYPTOGRAM. He thinks
it may later have been printed in England. Mr.
Starrett says "Before I die I should like to know
how the story began and how it ended" -- and I'd "
certainly like to procure a copy for him if it
exists. Can any of the brotherhood help with in-
formation? ;

Another query -- with regard to Graydon's. son,
Robert Murray. I had to tell Mr.Starrett that he.
was dead, but I had to guess that the date was just
before the War. Can anyone fill in the rather

1

sketchy biographical details given in the ANNUAL®

POPULAR PAPERS OF THE PAST.

flo.7 = "Pluckn
44 series - Nov.24th, 1894 - Oct.29th, 1904 - 518

1d Series - Nov. 5th, 190% - Mar.18th, 1916 - 594
— By Herbert Leckenby =

: Alchough "Pluck" never quite reached the top
flight ‘zsmong boys' weeklies it had one claim to
distinc-ion;. for, in it St. Jims was born. Readers
of "Plu~k" were the first to. hear of Jack Blake,
Herries and Dighy, and to chuckle over the sensat-
ional arrival of D'Arcy. True Tom Merry waited un-
til the school had the dignity of a paper to itself]
and the school only stayed within yellow covers for
about the length of a term, nevertheless the dist-
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inction is there. However, to start at the beginn-
ing. ;

No.l of "Plu«:)‘:'1 44 series, appeared November
24th, 189%, Its advent, no doubt, was due to the
success of the "Marvel" and the Union Jack, which
had then been in existence twenty and seven months
respectively. Actually in the beginning, the title
of the youngest of the trio was™Stories of Pluck"
and it was to speclalise in stories of brave deeds
of soldiers, sailors, firemen, policemen, etec.
Airmen of course were unheard of except in balloons.
It had 16 pages of three columns, and its cover was
yellow with printing in red ink. Twelve pages or
so were devoted to a complete story, filling up with
a serial and the editor's chat., "Stories of" was
soon dropped from the title and the stories then be-
came more varied. After about two years the red
cover printing was changed to black or bronze blue.

Several Nelson Lee stories appeared in "Pluck"
four of them being No.118 "Saved from Siberia®; 137
"The Missing Admiral®; 158,"A Christmas Mystery"
(Double Number 1897) and 156, "Captain Twilight",
Other popular authors of the day whose work frequ-
ently appeared in "Pluck" were Henry St. John, John
G. Rowe, Paul Herring, S.Clarke Hook, and Alec G.
Pearson. Artists whose work could often be seen
were Harry Lane, Val Reading, T.W. Holmes, Fred
Barrett, R.J. Macdonald (as early as 1900), and
Leonard Shields.

Towards the end of thené? series, serials re-
printed from the Boys' Friend appeared. These in-
cluded "Clive Hardacres Schooldays", "Val the Boy
Acrobat" and -Silver Blaze'.

~'On November 5th, .190%, "Pluck" again following
in the footsteps of the "Marvel" and "Unisn Jack"
became a penny paper. Whereas the "Marvel" settled
down with two complete stories, and the "Union Jack
with one, "Pluck™ tried three, in addition to a
serial. A series which started in No.l concerned
"The Five Comrades" (one being a Jap.) by S.Clarke
Hosk. The stories were something on the lines of
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Jack, Sam and Pete, but they did not catch on, and
were soon dropped.

Early on came the stories of "The Captain, the
Cock, and the Engineer" usually referred to by old-|
timers as the Cookey Scrubbs yarns. These appear-
ed under the name Harry Belbin, but were actually
written by H.J.Garrish. Mr.Garrish completed 50
years service with the Amalgamated Press towards
the end of the war, and was still there in 1949.

He was inimitable in writing a yarn of stirring ad-

venture blended with delightfully whimsical humour,|.

far superior to those of Jack, Sam and Pete. The
"Cookey Serubbs" yarns were Garrish at his best;
and they deserved a far longer run. They were
illustrated, by the way, by Arthur Clarke and a
grand job he made of it. ) g

With No.106, Nov.1l0th, 1906, came that histor-
ic story "Jack Blake of St. Jims". I venture to
say that when the editor okayed the proofs that day]
in the long ago, he little dreamed that nearly 50
years on that sturdy member of the Fourth would
still be at the school by the silvery Rhyl. No,
more likely, he would lonk unon it just as another-
story for boys -of the period, to while a pleasant
hour or two away. . : :

Several others followed, but they had to take
turns with two other series of school stories,
those of Specs. & C7. at Lyncroft, by H.Clarke HooH
and Jack North's (J.N.Pentelow) Wycliffe yarns.
411 were splendid stories, but dear old "Spees" is
forgotten except by a very few, and Wycliffe pass-
ed into the shadows long, long ago, yet still rev-
erenced by many. YL

~ After the St. Jim's stories had been transfer-|

ed to the "Gem", "Pluck" continued with school .
yarns for a time. They shared the paper with an-
other complete story, frequently detective (the

?

Advertise in the C.D.
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three complete story idea was dropped soon after the
start), and a serial. In addition to the school
ones already mentioned, there were some particularly
fine ones by Michael Storm, a few by Lewis Hockley,
and of Haygarth by Jack North. Haygarth was really
Wyeliffe re-born, made necessary because Jack North
had made his characters grow older. This period
with the school yarn prominent was, in my opinion,
"plucks" best.

Then followed a fairly long series concerning
Will Spearing, smart young policeman of Scotland -
Yard., He, apparently, was the same Spearing as the
burly, somewhat dense detective inspector who fre-
quentiy sought Sexton:Blake's help in the "Union
Jack"., Still another series, short lived, but
sought after to-day, dealt with ecircus lire, and
waere written by Charles Hamilton, under pen-name
Harry Dorrian.

There .were other short stories too numerous to
mention; and towards the end, popular films of the
day appeared in story form.

It will be seen that "Pluck" ran for over 20
years, so it was by no means a failure., Yet some-
how, it seemed mever to be as healthy as its broth-
ers, the "Marvel" and the "Union Jack". Perhaps it
was a question that three's a crowd. Whereas Sexton
Blake settled down in the "Union Jack" for decades,
and the "Marvel" had "Jack, Sam and Pete for a scord
of years, '"Pluck" was always chopping and changing,
yet in my humble ovinion, many of the stories tried
 were superior to those concerning Clarke Hook's trio

~And here's something I have often pondered over)
Supposing the "Gem" had never been born in 1907, and
the St. Jim's stories had continued in "Pluck",
would that paper have run on until the Second World
War instead: of dying in the First? Or would St.
Jim's haveslong ago passed into oblivion along with
.Lyncrof't, Haygarth, Abbotscrag, and all the other
schools which dwelt awhile within the yellow covers
of "Pluck". Its an 1illuminating thought, but one
which cannot be answered.
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(Note: We have been asked for a write-up on the
"Dreadnought”. Can anyone oblige?)

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Bill Sawyer's letter published in the "Man-
chester Guardian" (reproduced last month) created
a lot of interest. It brought him a big mail, and
as a sequel several members to the Northern Section)
of the 01d Boys' Book Club., 4nd, I can't help won-
dering if Dr. Summerskill's remarks just afterwards
came just as a coincidence, or whether the letter
gave her her cue;for one can take it for granted
she reads the '"Manchester Guardian". In any event,
its all very gratifying.

Whats more, his letter has twice been referred
to in "World's Press News", trade organ of news-
paperdom. What they had to say on the second occas
ion will be found among the press cuttings. FEvid-
ently Bill caused quite a stir in Fleet Street.

One was sorry to learn, though, that those ex-
cellent Lynwood stories had not sold too well, but
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they do come into a rather different category to the
question as to whether a revived "Magnet" would be
as popular as of old. It would have to be done by a
firm like the A.P., prepared to lay out a tidy sum
in preliminary advertising. That a new boys paper
can succeed - well, sece what "World's Press News"
says about Hulton's "Eagle". Anyway, you will see
from Frank Richard's letter that a "Magnet" on the
pookstalls once more is at least, within the bounds
of possibility. It may be that the new stories in
an enlarged "Comet" are just by way of a try-out as
I suggested last month. And with the thin end of
the wedge in, who knows. However, we must wait and

see.
+ 4t r

The "School Friend" is back, but oh lor! in
very different form. What's the reason for this
"story in pictures"” eraze? Is it really suggested
that the present younger generations cannot read
very well, or that they havn't much-time. Its to be
hoped that if ever they do revive the "Magnet" they
will keep off this silly business. The charm of the
great majority of the Greyfriars stories was their
engrossing plots, fine character drawing blended
with real humour; something you could settle down
with by the fireside after the day's work was donec.
You can't get that with a few pictures. So have a
heart Fleetway House.

I am always being asked "What about poor old
Rookwood"? Well here's an account of Jimmy Silver's
arrival there, written by Jack Cook, and one in
.Canada Bill Gander is busy writing "Rookwood Review"

but that'!'s for the "Annual,

JIMMY JOINS UP.

Being a brief account of how the newest, rawest
kid of Rookwdnd School found his feet, licked all
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comers and became Uncle James Captain of the Class-
ical side and shining light of the Lower school.

Reading of the advent of a new boy to school,
in our popular papers of our youth was always some-
thing of a thrill. Wwhen Jimmy Silver first came to
Rookwood he sat in the railway carriage, unnoticed
" - excepting when somebody trod on his feet and
unreasonably asked him if he wanted all the carr-
“lage."

" Yet within the hour he had calmly pinched the
Modern senior brake, and taking the reins had driv-
eén'in terrific speed right through the gateway of.
the old school and right up to the ivy clad stone
porch of the grey old School House.

‘Reading on, we learn that the enterprising
Tommy Dodd spoofs Jimmy by solemnly telling him he
must wear his cap in Hall - "You see, you can't ex-
pect the Head to know by the shape of your nose. or
the cut of your classic brow that you belong to the
Classical side. And with that, the smiling Tommy
and his pals walk away. Poor, innocent Jimmy walks
into Hall as per instruction, wearing his cap!
Bulkeley reaches for his cane, and Tommy Dodd puts
in a helpful word:

"They've got no more manners than bears," saild
Tommy Dodd calmly. Still, coming into Hall with
his cap on is a bit thick even for a Classic."

Crimson faced, Jimmy escapes, amid hilarious
laughter - and is tripped at the doorway by the:
Moderns who pinch his cap.

Later that night there is a Modern raid on the
Classical dorm., with disastrous results for the
too cocky Moderns. Jimmy and Co. score a victory
by tying up their rivals back to back and allowing
them to wrigzle home as best they can. They vow
vengeance on Jimmy who had been the means of turn-
ing the tables on them.

‘Jimmy suddenly finds himself in the peculiar
position of having the casting vote in the Junior
Captaincy Election. Tommy Dodd versus Smythe,
Smythe as Classical candidate. He is courted assid
uously, fought over, cajoled but to no avail. At
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the height of the election fever Jimmy calmly announ-
ces he hasn't decided. At the very last second
Jimmy votes for Smythe - and Smythe is elected by
one extra vote.

Jimmy's nerve enrages Lovell & Co. who try to
kiek him out of the end study - with the result that
Lovell & Co. receive a bottle of ink over their
chivvies. Lovell loses his temper and later follows|
Jimmy to the old quarry, where Jimmy had begun a
spot of exploring.’' Lovell tries to jump a chasm to
reach Jimmy - and slips on the brink. Jimmy climbs
down and rescues Lovell, carrying him back to school
pickaback. Peace in the end study. '

Smythe's cholce of a.team to face Greyfriars
gets Jimmy & Co. mad - they rag Smythe's study, and
Bulkeley makes them clean up! Greyfriars wins -

6 - nil, Later, a four handed mill takes place;
Fistical Four versus Dodd & Co. Jimmy licks Dodd
and honours are even. The old rivalry remains a
ding-dong. battle for many a fine yarn after this -
Jimmy becomes Captain, but its still a question of
which is Cock House at Rookwood School.

Finis —

Magnet Titles (contd.)

. 247, Top Dog; 248.The Bounder's. Triumphj 249,
The Greyfriars Crusaders; 250..Sacked from the Schoil
251.The Schoolboy Renegade; 252.Mark Linley's last
| £1ght ;253 . Drummed out of Greyfriars: 254.Bob Cherry's
Barring Out; 255.Harry Wharton's Winj 256.The Grey-
friars Pantomime; 257.Fish's Fag Agency; 258. Rake
of the Remove; 259.Left in the Lurch; zéo.ﬂarry
wharton & Co's Rescue; 261.Scorned by Greyfriarsgs
262.4 Split in the Sixthj 263. Captain Coker; 264,
A Son of -the Sea; 265. The Captain's Minor; 266.
Bob Cherry's Secret; 267.Chums Afloat; 268.The Schod
boy Conjuror; 269.Barred by the Fags; 270.Bob Cherry
Chase; 271.The Impossible Four; 272.The Schoolboy
Money-lendér; 273. 'Friars versus Saints;

o

L
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THE POSTAL ORDER SAGA
by C. wWright.

S

W.RB, Bunter was very much like Mr.Micawber in
one respect. He was always waiting for something
to turn up, but tricky as Micawber was in getting
credit, the Owl had him licked to a frazzle as it
were. The amount pocketed by Bunter on the streng-
th of that wonderful postal order during his long
and varied career at Greyfriars must have been imm-
ense.

It is true that the long expected order did
turn up on one famous occasion, but as it was only
for a humble tanner, and made payable at Courtfield
at that, W.G. was more disgusted than pleased at
receiving it.

The famous postal order was sprung on nearly
every new boy who appeared at Greyfriars, quite a
few of them were warned of it by some good samarit-
an, but as a general rule Buntar had been there
first so to speak.

The times that the long suffering Famous Five
cashed it for him must be practically countless,
Mauly too, being another victim who often advanced
sums large and small to get rid of the persistent
Owl, so its nulsance value was pretty good too.
Even hard nuts like the Bounder and Fishy were
caught on rare occasions by the wily Owl, although
it must be admitted that he got more bootings than
bobs from the last named two.

Had the "Magnet" continued on through the sec-

ly have become incorporated in the Greyfriars coat
of arms, and Mr.Queleh would have had to devote a
chapter or so on it in his History of Greyfriars.
The local shopkeepers immediately gave him the
marble eye on mention of it, and even butlers at the
houses where he spent a good many vacations were no
immune from being "tapped™ to cash it in advance.
In fact Bunter and his postal order were synonymous
like Gussy and his topper, or Inky and his wonderful

‘ond World War the celebrated postal order must suref

b

English.
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Ol> Poges' Book Club

WOOD GREEN MEETING, MAY, 2137T.

There was a splendid attendance on the occasion
of the above meeting, with Clive Simpson of the
Northern branch as the distinguished visitor. Len
Packman, sprightly as ever, opened the meeting in
his usual good style. The minutes of the last meet-
ing and the months correspondence were read, and the
Treasurer's report adopted. One of the letters read
was from Glyn Protheroe, F.Z.5., Editor of "Feather-
ed Friends". This gentleman, not only furnished
a member of the clan with a copy of the number con-
taining the story by Frank Richards, has also becone
a member and has offered two tickets, either for the
London Zoo or Yhipsnade, for prizes at one of the
meetings when a good competitive quiz is held. The
grateful thanks of the club are due to this gentle-
man, and to all interested in feathered friends will
finé the afore mentioned journal very useful and
helpful. :

Len Packman's unassailable position as quiz
champion received a strong attack from the Northern
branch in Clive Simpson and in a fighting finish,
they deadheated for first place with C.Wright a good
third. In the short piccture quiz that followed Len
secured maximum points to finish first.

Sale and exchange followed and good business
was done.

— Qrders for the Frank Richards photographs were
taken and it 1s to be hoped to have these available
at the next meeting.

Postal provincial members stationary will be
dispatched now it has come to hand, and thos: not
receiving same within a fortnight are asked to send
a postecard to the Secretary.

Seven new members were enrolled:- H.Spencer,
G.Protheroe, R.A.Nicholls, R.Crollie, F.Green, M.
Fermeer and A.Stewart. :

The next meeting is on Sunday, June 18th at 12,
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4shburnham Place, Greenwich, London, S.E.10.

Attendanece: W.,R.and R.Whitef,Len, Josig and
E.Packman, C.,0.and A.Wright, A.W.Lawson, M.grior,
Ian Whitmore, A.3lunden,R.Southwood, C.Wallis, A.
Stéwart, R.Brown, E,Reynolds, M.Fermeer, C.Simpson,
J.Parratt, J.Geal, F.Keeling, R.and I{.Deacon,
N.Flatman and P.Podro. i

Benjamin G. Whiter.

FOR SALE to the Highest offer. Bulleyes 1 - 184.
Jan. 1931 - Sept.193%. Complete Series. Boys'Friend
Volume Bound December 1903 - June 1904%. 26 coples
B,F.L. Number 19. "Nelson Lees" Pupil, by Maxwell
Scott. Nearly All Union Jacks from 1000 - 1531,
Mintlcondition. Bill Martin, 93, Hillside, London,
N.W.10. ' .

" WANTED: 0dd lots mixed books, bound Fantasy Fiction,
0dd Numbers Dreadnought, Boys' Friend 34 “Ld.-
Libraries. Anything. Exchanges. Henry J.H, Bart-

lett, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

WANTED URGENTLY: To complete a volume for binding,
Magnets Nos. 1118 and 1119, Robert Wilson, 100,
Broomfield Road, Glasgow, N.

FOR_SALE: B.0.P.-Vol. XIV, 1891-2.  Offers. please.
R. Crollie, 8, Lytton Road, Romford, Essex.

WANTED URGENTLY: To complete sets. No.l13 Collectors

—MiIsceilany and Nos.7;9; and 10 of -the Story Paper |
Collector. A.J.Southway, P.0.Box 3, Beaconsfield,
Cape Province,.South Africa. . 7

WANTED: A1l back numbers Collectors' Digest, Also
Annuals. Bill Martin, 93,Hillside, Stonebridge Park
London, N.W.10. ’ ¥ :

WANTED URGENTLY: Bound Volumes or Separate coples of
Pictures and Picturegoer for years 191%-1918 inelusy
ive. Thomas Johnson, Raby Cottage, Raby Park, Iglest’JT-
Wirral, Cheshire. .
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The Nelson c&g Column.

Conducted by Robert Blythe:-

The Lord only knows what Bob Blythe's thoughts
have beeén regarding his Column these past two monthg
but no doubt I shall hear all about it when he re-
turns home! Meanwhile, this month I am supplying
more data., Some readers may think this is a waste
of time and space, but to my mind, for the more 1nt1
erested and serious reader/collector, one cannot
have too much data, Most Lee-ites know as much (or
more) about the Nelson Lee stories as I do, and I
feel that a more useful purpose can be served by
filling this column with other relative information,
Hére then, are the titles of the first 50 St.Frank'sg
stories published in the Boys Realm, as from Jan.5tH
1919, - the date of its return. '

These titles will be continued in next months
Column. Personally I am inclined to doubt the auth-
enticity Of a number of these stories, for they do
not seem to be the same standard »f work shown by
Mr.Brooks in the Nelson Lee. However, he tells me
he wrote them-and he should know! .

" Needless to say, many of the illustrations are

by that wizard of etchers E.E. Briscoe.
- . These titles are supplied through the courtesy
of Mr.A.J. Southway to whom I tender my sincere
thanks. - - : :
No.l. Handforth's Great Wheeze; 2. Rivals in Sport;
3. Wellborne's Little Plot; 4.Handforth's Latest;
5, By HAIf "a’'Length; 6. Fullwood's Failure; 7. Skimm
ing the Crossbar; 8. After Lights outj; 9. His Word
§| of Honour; 10. The Joy Ridersj; 11. Honour for St.
.|Frank's; 12, The Surprise Packet; 13. Hart's Little
Way; . A Stormy Affair; 15. Saved by the Enemy;
16. The Fateful Letter; 17. By Whose Hand?; 18. The
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False Message; 19. His Honour Redeemed; 20, Rough
on Handforth; 21..4The Mystery of Hallowdene; 22.
The Third Form Ri®f; 23. The Mystery House; 24, Hi
Lordship; 25. The Schoolboy Spy; 26.HMissiqg from
School; 27. Marcus Lyle's Secret; 28. Tao many. Cool
29. The Limit in Masters; 30.Trouble Tor: Three;
31. Admission One Shilling; 32. The Guy of St.
Frank's; 33. The Mateh of the Term; 34, The Tolly
of Fullwood; 35, The Remove Master's Seceret; 36,
‘Fighting Back; 37. The Cheerful Lunatic; 38, T.T, of
St. Frank's; 40. The New Year Carnival; &l. Tucker:
Tuck; 42, Saving the Funds; 43, "Handy" the Hubby;
44, Handforth the Ventrilo uist; 45. Too much of a
Joke; 46, Handforth's Pié{qh7. A "Prefect" Day;
48. The Remove Paper Chase; 49, Nipper & Co's Capt-
ure; 50. Fatty Little - Footballer. -

And now, to conclude, here is this month's
batch of Nelson Lee (0.5.) titless- .

410. Always in the Wrong; 411. Sons of Gentlemen;
412, Sacked from the School; 413. Down and Outj
Y14, The Prisoner of the North Tower; 4%15. The Happ|
Caravaners; 416; The Schoolboy Minstrels; 417,
Jogging along the Highway; 41B. Champions of.the
Oppressed; 419. The Remove on Tour; 420.. The Travel
ing School; 421. The Touring School in Wales; k22,
The Lads in Lancashire; 423. The Mystery. of Lake
Thirtlezere; 424%. Adrift on the Atlantiej 425. The
Bright Lights of Broadway; 426. 4 Three Thousand
Mile Race; 427. On the Californian Fxpress; 428,
St. Frank's in Filmland; 429. The Mystery of Dorri-
more Island; 430. The Slaves of Dorfimore Island,

WANTED: Boys Friend Library. No.633. entitled "The
Idol of 8t. Frankis".,  J.W., Cook, L, Swanston Path,
Oxhey, Watford, Herts.

WANTED: Will pay 6/- each and postage for following
§.0.LTs 41,42,65,66,89,90; and 5/- each for 161,163
185,209,210,233 and 391. B.D.Holtz, Vesturgata 11,
Reykjavik, Iceland.




Dr. Summerskill is Hoplng, Too.

May 9th, 1950
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Many thanks for the C.D. and your letter. Good
as ever, especially the "Story of the Toff",

Yes, I noted your query on page 147, and should
be glad to answer it in the affirmative. But there
is nothing definite on the subject so far. 411 I
can say at present is that I still hope to see the
0ld Magnet revived, and that it doesn't secem now so
improbable ‘as it did.

I was very pleased to see Dr. Summerskill's
kindly reference to the old papers, and I have had
a very pleasant letter from that distinguished lady
éxpressing a kind hope that we shall soon see them
on the bookstalls.again. I enclose a cutting from
the "Times" of May 1lst that may interest you.

Your "quote™ about Mr., Iraldi is certainly ex-
tremely. interesting. We are now in touch, and I
have had several very interesting letters from him.

My the way, there will be a "Billy Bunter"
story in "Tom Merry's Own" annual this year. So
1many readers wrote to me about leaving Bunter out,
that it just had to be done. The story is called
"Bunter for Christmas". I have the idea too of
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putting in a Spanish cross-word puzzle, ' on the
behelf of readers studying that language. What do
you think of that? :

The new series begins in the Comet in the issue
dated 27th May. I have also written a Bunter story]
for an A.P., Publication called "The Knock-Out Fun
Book". What with writing Greyfriars again, and
this glorious weather, Frank Richards 1s feeling as
if the Time Machine had carried him back a quarter
of a century or so, leaving him a mere kid of fifty!

With kind regards,
Always yours sincerelyl,
Frank Richards.

4+

; e! ie the
Broadcasting House, London, W.1l. 8th May, 1950.

Dear Mr. Sawyer, =

Please forgive the very long delay in replying
to your letter of the 1st April.: -

I have great sympathy with your Club and its
admiration for "Billy Bunter", and if there is the
smallest chance of squeezing the fat boy on to the
air, I assure you I will add my shoulder to the -~
general heave. :

Yours sincerely,
Lionel Gamlin.
Special Programme Organiser
"Hullo Children".

2 + o+
The "Ghost" of Wally Hammond.

277, Kings Road,
Kingston, Surrey.

Dear Editor,

As is known the "Claverhouse" ‘yarns in the
"Modern Boy" are by 'Gunby Hadath' although the
author's name is given as Wally Hammond the Cricket

er,
) On looking through some "Modern Boys" of more
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recent vintage, I noticed the "Told in the Tuckshop"
tales by John Beresford are written in the same
style, also some of the characters are the same., 1.e
panson and Potts of the 5th of "Claverhouse", (the
rival school was "Greystones"), and in the tuckshop
tales they are in the 5th of Greystones. Anyway, it
all points to one and the same author.

Can anyone confirm this, and does anyone know
of any more yarns by John Beresford?

¥ JOHN GEAL.

R

Economy at Fleetway House

3, Montgomery Drive,

: % Sheffield 7.

Dear Mr. Editor, May 6th/50.
Referring the interesting history of "The Bulls|

eye" by Mr.C.H.Groombridge in the May issue of the

"C.D." may I draw attention to an article published
in "The Story Paper Collector" No.4, October/Decem-
ber/4l., The author, Bill Gander, makes comparisons
petween "The Bullseye" and a much earlier A.P. paper
called "Fun and Fiction", the first number of which
appeared on October 12th 1911. I quote from Bill's
article..... &

"This paper (The Bullseye), in style of stories,
illustrations with characters in dress suits and
spats, and blue cover pages, was "Fun and Flction”
all over again - minus the fun: there were no comic
features in "The Bullseye". In the first few numb- |
ers were illustrations identical with some that
appeared in either "F.& F." or "Firefly" years be-
fore - as far-as can be told from memory - but the
stories were different.

) The Amalgamatel Press made a good investment
when they purchased these well executed drawings for
they appeared, once again, only a few years ago, in
"Pilm Fun" in which slightly revised stories of "Thg
Bullseye" series, "The House of Thrills" were pub-
lished. -- ..Yours sincerely, Leonard M. Allen.
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Hands across the Sea.

Lancaster,
P.A.,U.S.4.

' : May 7, 1950.
Dear Mr. Lecksanby, :

Just a hurried note to tell you the three pkegs|
arrived in fine shape and I'm well pleased with the
weeklies. I certainly do appreciate your kindness
in helping me obtain them. The eonditisn is all
you said it was, and the only thing I'm sorry for
is the "scotch mending tape" that was used on the
clzzvers of eight or nine of them. will write more

ter. :
P.S. it was nice of you to give me the little write
up. in.C.D. .

Sincerely,
.L. Caldwell.

(Ray Caldwell's letter refers to a collection (140
coples) of American dime magazines - Nick Carter's,
Diamond Dicks, etc. of 1899-1900. They were almost
in mint condition, and in hands of someone quite
outside our circle. I was confident they would be
welcomed in America, just as red covered "Magnets"
found somewhere in U.S8.A., would be gratefully re-
ceived over here. It intrigued me as to where they
had been lying for over 50 years, apparently untouch-
ed, Unfortunately I didn't find out. H.L.)

FOR SALE: Complete works of Gunby Hadath (also as
John Mowbray) up to 1948. About 60 books, 4/6 eachy
including postage. Titles on request. Good condit
ion, many autographed. A.J. Southway, P.0. Box 3.,
BeaconsZield, Cape Province, South Africa.

WANTED: "Modern Boys" and Boys Friend Libraries cond
taining "Captain Justice" yarns. Also lst new seried
Nelson Lee. John Geal, 277, King's Road, Kingston
Surrey.

WANTED: Magnets 517-519 inclus. - Tom Redwings arri
val at Greyfriars. P.Warren, 15 Vicarage Grove yEcelds.
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Redders of this section of the C.D. are again asked to

gend ALL correspondence reloting to Sexton Blake to the
Editor, [l.liaZond, 10 Brwv "'en, Rhivbina, Cordiff.s
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TINNING HISs SPURS
WA The story of Sexton Blake's Test Case FHHN
related TALTER WEBBs

AFTER rising to the S5ixth Form at St. Amme's, Blake left
in order to finish his education at Oxford, and it was
during his stay at the University that he definitely
made up his mind as to vhat his future cureer -us going
to be.

HIS entry into the field of crime investigation was
encouraging, and in the UNION JACK Ho.-125 dated 10th
September 1896 1x.s the story describing "How Sexton Blake
Won his Spurs". This title vos writien by ¥illiam Shaw
Rze, one of the earliest ¢f all Blake authors. It
bears a certein resemblance to the first Blake story ever
nublished; thet vhich-ems ertitled "The lystery Lillionsir
and appeared in the linrvel in 1893 under tiho authorship
of Hal Zieredith.

SiAT7 RaE began his moxeex vorsion by describing scenes
during the ginking of the "Princess Alice" in 1878. Tho
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somo vessel sud it's dostruction tms the thane of tho Lieredith
version, tho also described scones during the sinking of it.
IT was during the ovening of the 3rd of September 1878 that
there occuroed one of the most terrible sea disasters in
Dritain's history, The saloon steamer "Princess Alico"

s ploughing her way homewerd up tho lovwer reaches of tho
Thenes with over nine hundred ploaswroe seocking mon, womeon

and children eboards  Among tham wes Soxton Blake, then a
youth scarcely out of his tcens, vwho had started alono for

a dar's pleasure. Tar loss rcserved than ho is to~day,
young Blake, by reason of his plcasing personality, oxhuborandy
gpirits and exccllent dancing, had bucome vory popular among
those of the fair sex with vhom he had become acquaintoda
BETFORE thoe disaster Blake had struck up a fricndship with a
youth of about his owm age. The latter, vhose nane ws
Harry Haorford, had beon in glum spirits throughout tho trip,
due to tho disappearance of his swoctheart, tho, according

to arrangonenmt, should havo boon on board, and it wes thilst .
Dlakec ws trying to console him thet tho "Princoss Alieo™

tes raawod by tho carge boat "Bywell Castlo™, rosulting in
tho repid sinking of tho pleasure stosmer and tho loss of
over sovon hundrod lives, including those of Ceptain Gria-
stoad and ncarly all his crowe  Blake s doscribed as
heving verkoed heroically in the roscue efforts, though so
sudden and terrifie wes the forco of iipact that forr livaes
could bo savede

TO Harford young Bloko nndo a proniscs He would ondoavour
to traco his friond's fiancoe and thus make this o tost casse
ido vould work on it as e fricnd, and on the succoss of this
would depend vhother he omtored the ranks of professionalim
or nots And so, his future dopending upon the rosult, Blakec
sot out on his task of trying to loeato tho missing girle
THAT he lacked in oxporicnee in thoso days ho mado up for
with a rovorkebleo omthusiasm for tho profossion vhich, with
grin dotorninat ion ho meent to pursuo and master. His sclf-
confidonce es cuazing, so mueh se in foct that ho sot out on
his quest with a pair of handeuffs jingling in his poeket,
oither not coring, or being umewmro of the fact thatsstrictly
spoaking, he had neo cuthority to arrest anyono, crook or no
erook. ]
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YOUllG Blake soon found himscolf folloving the trail of the
girl's abductor, a crininal boaring the sinister sounding
nane of Egbert Trowolf.  Lock of a capablo assistart proved
s handieap to the youthiful invostigntor vhon it boeano
nocessary that tro troils should be covered at onc and the
gamo tino, and it wms o bad orror of judgauont on his part
vhich prompted hin to sond Harford out to shadow tho crook,
a rove vhieh only rosulted in Trowolf being put con his
guard, for, inexpericnecd in such work as he was, Herford
tms goon discovereds His task thoreby nsde -nore difficult
Blake decidod to work clomo. - liis optimign slightly dirmed
but his confidoneo in hinsclf by no nmcans irmaireds
TREWOLF tvms other things bosides boing a kidncpoorsg he had
a nost imtorosting sidelino. In thoso days, vhon tho
goldon gloan of a soveroign ves a comuon cnough sight to the
oyes tho crook was ongagod in holping pul into circulabion
congidorable quantuticseof spuricus coine BGaininf accoss
to Trowlf's lodgings onc nigt, young Blake discovcroed
cortain papors belonging to thc crooke Young Elake socn
digeovered that the comtonts of those proved conclusivdly
whet partioulor head . .of criuinal activity he wms ongugod
upone .

I‘.!:; one of tho foulost ond most lavless of slums in the

Tast End a coining osteblishnont had boon sot up ond was
carriod on by a skilful gange By roason of his position
and influcnco, and drivon by groving debts, Trowolf had
Joined up vith thaa and had preved uscful in dispesing of
large quantitics of tho spurious coinage, thilc his un-
doubted shrowdness and eunining hed mado hin a rathor in-
dispensiblo nasbor of the genge iis shrowdncss, howovor,
had sufforod o bod lapse whon it lod hin to the chousing
of his licutonants, his immcdiato two boing individuals
nozod Carroty Sen end Roonoye

BLAKE docidod on tho policy of "Sotting a thiocf to eabch a
thicf", & »-liey vhich lcd to the undoing of the arch-
crininal Vidoeq, cnd theroupen sct out to contact Curroty
Safle Sarz wns one of those uttorly dospicablo crocks, oncy
vhoy for a considoration, would be disposed to betray @
follow crinincl to the policoe Follewing a talk vith the
1attor, Bloke thon lodged information with the cuthgritios
Ath the rosult that o wmrramt wes issued for Trowolf's arru

¥t s
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S¥ETS had to be tsken quicily, ior, accowrding to the young
sleuth's informrction Trevolf, discovering ingland to be tio
hot a place tn carry on his activities, had decided on a
general share out, after vhich he intended to escape to t1e
GContinert.
CARROTY Sili led Blake and the police through the somevhat
complicated backstreets of the Dast End, in the heart of
vhich, beneath a tottering old building the coiners' den, |
a large double vaulted cellar, vas situsteda TIn the en-
suing raid Urewolf was captured but later escaped, and
young Zlake mede hot pursuit as the crock, mounting floor
after floory. gpined the attics and so on to the roof of
the building. irom behind sheltered chimney stacks pursied
gnd pursuer exchanged pistol shots. Below, a fire escaps
thich had bqsn sumoned for the purpose. of effecting the
crooks arrest ves placed into position. The Jib, with it's
life saving canvas sleeve was raised until it rosted on tue
coping behind the desparate T:ewolf. lLscape cit off from |
both directions the crook swung himself imto the canvas
shoot, and Blake, nothing loth, followed him, lgnding oh.
the body of his vietim and knocking all the breath out of
him. In no condition to resist arrect, Trewolf mas at the
young detective's mercy. :
THE dinspector in charge of police operations, noting yith
sympathy the youngster's excitement and emthusiasm, good |
naturedly stood aside and allowed Dlake to put the hand |
cuffs on his victim. A bluff and kindly man he vas alse |
an wderstanding ones And to quote from the story:-
".e.and never did compeser hear sweeter music than
did Sexton Plake as the hamlcuffs clicked on the
wrists of tho criminal ho hed run to carth, His
first trumphi S
TREVOLF'S roason for kidnapping tho girl, vho was rescuod
quite wharmod, had beocn carricd owt for the purpoge of
forcing her to merry him, tho girl h having jus come into
a consideralle fertune by roason of tho death of zn Uncle
in Australia.
For this, his first big criminal captive, young Dlako
recoived his first monctary reward, yot succcss in itself
vas tho groatost recomponse, as it entitled the amateur
dotoctive to pass into the profossicnal ranks and attain
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such signol succoss as to make his mame a houschold word.
A last word about thc author:

WILLIAL SHAT RAE vas nvt tho author's rcol name, =nd
readors of the Doy's Friond" may remombor his roel ono, for
under such ho wrete soveral stories for that periodical
in the old dayse.

SIAT DAL was a crime joirnalist named Irnest Troeton,

==goQoo=-— 15 END, ==0000 o==
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THE ROUND TABLE.

Thig monwth's lottor box has boen very poor indeecd,
in fact I do not think that I had a single lotter on 2lake

tters fr ne. s 4
maLhers irom RUFONSs i duog groat pity roally, for we

have a grand opportunity in Blakiana to discuss mattors
amongst ourselyvces about our own speeial favourite in the
detective world,  perhaps tho sumicr months will be less
fruitful than the winter onos as rogards correspondence
but I hopo that you will write me vwhen you have any ideas
or suggestions. On the completion of this months issue
I am off for tw wecks holiday in West Talese. In my
travelling case I have packed avay quite & pile of Zlakes
ineluding onec or two of the 2nd series by G..ls Tecd, and
zlso a few of the modorns. for once I hope to have a
quiet life with Blakee« I hope all 3loke fans vill have
a pood holiday this yoar and also that thoy will not forgot
that a 3lake story at the seaside or in the country can be
as exciting as on a winter's afternoon at home.
One little item I vwould like to memtion before clecsing is
that our old friend Amthony Parsons socms to bo slipping
back imto the rut out of which mest 3lake authors cravled
gome months ago. *In his latest effort "Living In Dear"
(S+B.L. 3rd series Ho. 215) he brings up that old sore
CARTER . Bleke imtroduces Tinkor to his clicit as MRe
CARTER. Pleaso drop it ir. Parsons, and -7ill othor 3lake
authors take werning. If a reason for Cecrter could be
given it might not be so bad, but vhere on ecarth did they
dig up that name. Is John Hunter to blame?
: HolieB30HDs
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I KUEZT A

Frrony

S K & il Ee

by ire Ae

ffoung of Balham 3.W.17

iy interest in tho work
vhon I mas about 15. It v
story and a "Zenith" opus,
storics from my popular fon
liko thers  grone's dosori
always annoaled to me. Ii
description vhich were muny
koen on Blako boing excocdj
facte It was in 1924 thaf
correspondonce, and wo havg

of Anthony Skeno first startod
ps "The Lan In liotley", his 3rd
pnd it ousted the Confederation
cy although I still continued to
jtion of Blake as a big man

' differed from the other authore
| and variod but nearly all wore
ngly loan, almost ascotic in
lire Skeno and I started our
continued to mrite to each othen

pericdicelly evor since.

aggeration for of late mo:
of my correspondonce. At
at his home in Hempstead,

chat over beer and pipes.

his work but showed mo a p
tho time. His efforts st
intolligomte I think his
oarlier stories for the U
"Tho Doath Spider" and ondj
think ho over aguin capturd
oarly yorns, although "X=irf
Tho Gergoylec and RFifth Lan

hig 5.B.L. storiss wecro con
thoy moro or loss detoriora)

for I do not think any of 4
Ono s
Tizard of Wirtz"™, this, of |

Amthony Skeno told mo th

any good eftor that.

vwiore "Tho Tenth Case" publi

the death in 1918, and "Tho
for as I am concorned I 1ik

bottor. In comtrast tho «
that ho favoured "The Caso
ies o tito vha I thought J

nmoro alive and charming thef

Pprheps this is rathor an ox-
s he soems to have dropnod out
his requost I gave him a eall |
eroe ve had a long ploasant . H
He socemed reliictant to dissuss
of a novel ho vas writinz at
ck mo as both original and
cst work is to be found in his
i1 JACK beginning roughly with
hg vith "Plaguo™. T do not
 tho style and spirit of thaso
p"s "Tho Train Of Tragedy",
sorios wore goodish. Ag far as
fornod I am of tho opinion that
tcd efter "Tho Albino's Boublo™
he stories in this sorics wore
ory I thought vary good vas "The
Fourse, in the U.J. -
kt ho considored his bost storios
phod irmodiatoly aftor a duel t»
Case Of The Crystal Gezor®. As
pd 'In Leaguc Agninst Him" rmch
fitor of the U.J. once told me
f Tho Crinon Curtain®., Thore
plia Fortune wuld bocomo cven
p the ostimable Yvonne, and I
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rathorstcpoct tict Blako tms inelincd to thisk so tose

I usod to liko tho way Skono sonetimo adriotly brought
in the charactors of othor anthors, onc example being Leon
Kostrel tho creatiom of Lowie Juckson. Tho kast timo T
heard fron lir, Skeno ho told mo ho had givan wp writing as
it did not pay, and it somg as if this is corroct, for
Aapart from an article in the Evening Nows I have not since
soon any wrk of hig.

aam e e e a g g s e o e o e o g gy mp g g e

Oving to restricted spacc I o afreid that it +4ll again be
impossible to »rint tho dotails of the UNIOH JACK for 1926
as arranged last month, iloxt wonth, hovievor, most of
Blokiana will be takon up with lists of titlos and authors
for I imtend to give you all available details of tho U.de
for 1924, 1925 a:nd 19264
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Ss0e8e . Bldriona is again cueh in neod to articles ete !
and it vwould bo apvreciatod if you budding authors could
holp oute I know that thore aro npany Blake mtters thich
have boen thoroughly covcred by others in tho past, but the
ficld is vory vwido and T am surc that some of you could put
another gecod article ouls S

Contributions for tho 1950 C.D. Annusl, Blakiana Scetion
are also roquireds, - Ploese send manuseripts to me as soon
as you possibly cens  Sug .ostions vill be as welcomo as
articles by the way.
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Coning Soons=
"Retirn to Boker Stroot"™ by Hlli. Bond.
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