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P:m: 8&.10.

GEM: One bound volume, containing: Nos. 1-10 in
— perfect condition, and Nos.15 & 16 complete, but
torn at the margins .. .o . . .o ie

MAGHET: Six bound wolumes as below, dated 1908-12:
“to 20. No.l has centre pages missing; Nos.2 -
#30, 12 & 13, covers omly; Nos.9, 11 and 14 -
20 complete. . .- .- .. .e e e A
21 % Complete in good condition.. o a o
0t . In perfect condition .. .e & .e
. In perfect condition .. .e ve .e

f . In good condition. No.93 is tomm. i

04 to 229. Excellent condition.. . P b
VEL: Vol.l dated 30th Jan. 1904: No.l in r—
ect condition; Noe.2-12, 15, 16, 18, 20 - gg =
Good; Nos.13, 14, 17 & 19. Torn, pages missing.
Vol.5 dated 1906. Nos.105 to 130 complete.. ..

ENNY POFULAR:. 1912. Vol.l. No.5. Has cover mis-
sing. Nos.6 to 38 complete. Edges dog-eared ..

G 'S HE . 1916. One wvolume. Nos.7 to 18
perfect condition. Ceased publication .. 5.
PIUCE. 1907. Vol.6. Nos.140 - 165. Complete.. e

p0Y'S FRIEND: 19 volumes each containing two cop-
ijes of the same number, in perfect condition. ..
Nos.38, 41, 43, 46, 47, 51, 55, 64, 67, 70, T1
85, 86, 97, 110, 117, 125, 137, 143.(3d Library)

— Al the above Were My,H.A.HINTON's own copies
W. 1921.8chool Stories by Frank Rich-
ards. veral loose copies. e o i i
Offers to
Jomes Hinton, Southain, Addlestone Bork,
Addlestore, Sureey.

%3 %gm: Henty's Unlon Jack Vol.2, Nos.41-92 —
1882-3). What offers. T.Johnson, Raby Cottage,
Haby Park, Neston, Wirral, Cheshire.
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Editor, Miscellsneous Section
Herbert leckenby, Telephone Exchange,
¢/ Central Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

Hevelations. A star attraction this month is the "Letter
Box", as you'll agree when you reed its contents. There's the
communicetion from Walter Webb, for instance. A veritable dis-
ciple of Sexton Blake is Welter, if ever there was one. Once h
has the mystery of some suthor's identity to solve, he sticks et
it with the tenecity of & terrior, until he has reeched & soluti¢n

Last month in some remerks I made to my colleegue of Blakiame
I expressed my surprise at Walter's statement thet Shaw Rae was
Ernest Treeton. This was becasuse there had been an impression
that Shew Rae wes Harry Blythe,and if thet had been so he couldntt
have been Treeton. However, Walter gives cleer proof that the
Shaw Ree-Treeton statement is correct, for no one but & fool
would question H. J. Gertish.

ALctuelly in the interval I hed discovered the Shew Rae-Blyth
link-up wes wrong. By pure chence I pick up en ancient 4d.
Union Jack snd thcrein was a pege giving photos of suthors -of the
day. LAmong them were both Blyth and Shaw Rae. So thet wes
thet. Anyone who hed studied the styles of the two euthors,
however, could be forgiven for thinking they were one amd the
seme. The page of photos, by the way, will probebly be *
reproduced in the Annusl.
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Ther.'s ¢ sad note, too, in Walter's lctter, for he
mentions seversl suthors who have joined the Grest Msjority.
We know of some of them, but I wes grieved to note A. S. Hardy
and Allen Blair smong them. I was unawere thet they hed gone,
though I rether feared it.

I read Allen Bleir's first seriel, "Pluck Will T:1l" in th
Boys' Friend, way back in 1901. 4nd how wecll I remember when
I first welcomed Herry Dowler to York some eight yesrs ago he
told me he had just received & letter from thie suthor who
thrilled us in our youth. We pulled up in the street, amd I
reed it there and then. It wes a kindly letter but with a
touch of pathos, for he ssid he wes a lonely old msn, who found
life in war time London distracting.

And frthur Herdy, unsurpessed es writer of yarns of foot-
ball. Memories of the Blue Crusaders! Thet's the mournful
side to our hobby. The Grim Reaper has claimed so meny of
them. I wonder if they meet in some writer's Velhalla and
talk over the stories they wrote in the deys when there were
reel, honest, weekly pepers for bhoys.

On a more cheerful note, there's another interesting lette:
from en suthor who fortunately is still with us, S. Welkey,
femous for the stirring pirete yarms in "Chums" of long sgo.
They were in @ cless to themselves. Note lr.Wslkey's generous
tribute to Paul Herdy, whosa vivid illustretions helped to make
those stories so ceptiveting.

I have to theznk Peerd Sutherlend, of Vancouver, for
Yr. Walkey's letter, for it wes he who geve me the sddress,

Of Interest o Lee Fens. Jack Wood has got some note-
paper edorned with the St.Frenks crest in two colours - red and
blue. It looks most impressive. If anyone would like a
supply, Jeck cen get it for them on good quality paper; 250
octevo, £15 100 querto, 10/-. If you heven't his address
hendy, it's — J. P. Wood, Nostew, Stockton Lene, York.

Those "Picture Stories". Judging by my post bag, readers
ere in full sgreement with my comments on those "resd in e
minute" stories which ere served up for the present dey younger
generstion.  But where the School Friend is concerned I should
like to edd something. = One of our lady members is the ertist
who does the front page story, and 211 who have scen it will
egree she does it jolly well. I confess when I had ¢ look £t
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the School Friend, I did not recognise her work; friend Len
mentioned it after I had written my remarks. - But in any case
what I seid was, of. course, no reflectionh on the artist. they
carry out instructions. Some good ideas come from America, but
this isn't onc of them. Fancy the epic "Bunter of Bunter Court"
series in picture story form!

Treasure Trove. I am always plcased when we can publish
an advert offering special fawourites for sale. There's one
such in this issue snd it's of particular interest as the pspers
formed the collection of Mr. H. A. Hinton, who many will remember
as editor of the Gem snd Hegnet for & numbér of years.

The Annual.  Questionnaire asnd Order forms are coming slong
in gratifying fashion. Just onc Tequest, In submitting please
give full-Christian names inatead of just initials. Christian
names seem-nore friendly.

aome °§ gltinﬁ }%at ;‘vc got Jo%nw&lgﬁcraft’s Psﬁaﬁftﬂgé%ﬁs
only one. . And he's promised en -rt:.cla on sermla in the
Victorian papers.

/e haven't heerd of very meny No.Ore's { There must be

more, so send them along, won't you, or you'll disappoint
Yours sincerely.
HERBERT LECKENBY.

STOP PRESS: Just to hend copy of "Jack of All Trades",
Mendeville Publications, 7/6, 221 pages. A hurried glance
gufficient to prove it's Frank Richards at his very best.

Lnd look out for "The Scapegrace of St.Jims", (July); "Telbot's
Secret" (September) cech 6/-; "Tom Merry's Own (Scptewber) 8/6.
ind later, "The Rivals of Rookwood School", "Who Shall be Ceptain
{Cercroft). —ill Mendeville Publicetions.- -- .

-1

WaNTED: Mervel (1d) No.393. Boys Friend Libraries (1lst Series)
No's 1, 2, 76, 109, 119, 122, 130, 142, 154, 159, 169, 182, 184,
188, 196 203, 208, 225, 245, 293, 395, 595. ilso Cheer Boys
Cheer, 1d Weekly all numbers. E. Blight, '"Sandhills",
Constantine Bsy, St. Merryn, Cormwall.

CH.NGE OF ADDIESS; G. Gordon, late of Porthcswl has moved tn
180 Bryn Roed, Brymmenyn, Nr. Bridgend, Glem.
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POPULAR PAPERS OF THE PAST
No.9 — Boys' Champion Story Paper
by John Medcraft

(Note:~ Last month & comparatively modern peper, now back
neerly 50 yeers, to one described by John Medcraft's experienced
pen. When you've read it, there'll be little you won't kmow

sbout the Boys' Champion Story Psper. One thing which elways
intrigued me sbout it was the "Swops" feature. This used to
rumn to severel columns of smsll type, which would meke it appeax
it hed quite a good circulation et one time. - H.L.)

Despite a comparstively short run of 119 rumbers, the Boys
Champion Story Paper was fer from being a failure in an sge of
fierce competition for juvenile pence and is still revered by
meny of us with receding or greying heir who pessed a carefree
boyhood in the trenguil daye et the beginning of the century.

"The Garlend" had ended e few months previously and the
need for e compenion paper to "Nuggets™ wes filled by Hendersong
with the Boys Champion which first appesred on Jamary 19th,1901.
Probably inspired by the success of the "Boys' Friend", Hender-
sone adopted & similar format for the new pesper, eight large
pages conteining three well illustrated seriels plus corres—
pondence, editorisl snd exchenge sections, price one halfpenny
weeklys %

The front pege serisl of No.I wes "Shipwreck Island”, to bd
followed later in the run of the paper by a sequel, "Cruise of
the Ice Queen", both first class stories by a fine writer who
never lacked originality and freshness of theme, Derwent Miall,
exclusively a Henderson suthor throughout his career as a
writer for boys. Alsc sterting in No.I was "Over Africa in a
Balloon" by W. Murray Graydon who wrote for Hendersons for seversal
years before trensferring to Hermsworth. Inevitably the road
was open to reprints from "Young Folks" 'and the "Weekly Budget"
tut £11 were well chosen and came fresh to the youth of a new
generation. First to appesr were those soul stirring romsnces
of English chivelry by Alfred R. Phillips, "A Fight for Fame"
(Dgauchgdo) end "The Enight's Quest" (Ehundersleigh) with 211
the fine criginel illustrztions by W. Bcucher. Later come
"The King of the Gladinturs" by the ssme suthor which hed
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originslly appesred in "Young Folks" under the title of
"Glaucus" .

nThe Scapegraces" by Welter C. Rhoades which commenced in
No.20 was the first of his school stories to eppear in the
Boys' Champion, followed later by "Our Fellows at St.Merks"
end "A Varsity Blue". The latter, originally titled
ngrayson of St.Olaves",was one of the finest stories of its
type and deservedly reprinted several times in the Henderson
PpEpers. In No.33 came that grand story of gubmsrine edventure,
wThe Diving Duck" by taslented Derwent Migll. About this time
stories of submarines and sirships were mumerous, so it is
appropriate to record that #The Scourgeof the Skies" by
John G. Rowe followed in No.40. Earlier, commencing in No.35
the seme writer had contributed a thrilling story of South

Sea_adventure comgleta with a conventionsl White Q\geen of the
cennibals, entitled "The Secret of the Golden Fetish".

The practice of delegating the editorship of one mumber
of a boys' paper to e populer sporting celebrity of the day
wes fairly common in the psst end No.35 of the Boys' Champion
was credited to the femous K S. Renjitsinhji. We have its
parallel todsy in the meny newspeper and magezine erticles
attributed to well known sportsmen whose sole written con-
t¢ribution is frequently limited to & signature.

From No.4T7, the Boys' Champion was incressed to 16 pages
and the price raised to one penny, while many new feetures
dear to boyish heerts were introduced, three pages being
devoted to correspondence, hobbies, competitions and exchanges
and enother, & few weeks later, to comic pictures. In this
formet the paper remsined to the end of ite run. The next
seriel of note in the enlarged paper was & tale of the circus
vy Edmund Herfield entitled, nJack Harriden's Adventures' and
this he followed up wiith an absorbing series of complete
stories under thée gemeral title of "A Reilwey Guard's
Adventures". Then came “The Underground River" and "Banished
to Seghelien" by ever popularl W, Murrsy Graydon. At this |
stage "The Fourth Form at St. Ethelreds" by John G. Rowe was
glso running end, while I have every sdmiration for the
guthor's meny and veried sdventure gstories, I am thenkful that]
school stories from his pen were mercifully few.

An unususl school series by A. J. Irelend entitled,

WPhe Dormitory Nights! Entertsinments" commenced in No.60.
s s relief from normel routine of work and play, Dick Rodney
and his friends et Secham 8chool form & nerretors' club in
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Dormitory Five and each take turns in story telling after
lights out. An interesting series but with obvious limita-
tions. Then in No.73 came "In the King's Name", a grand
story of smugglers and the press geng, of French revolution-
sries and Regency bucks in the spacious dsys of the Georges,
by Derwent Iiall in his best vein. "The Middies of the Gadfly"
by John G. Rowe cazme next and was followed by two fine yarms
of Army life, "The Scarlet Lancers" and "The Blue Dragoons"
both of which hed previcusly appeared in "Young Folks": and
"Nuggets" . These were written by George Manville Fenn,
affectionately known to an earlier generation of Henderson's
readers 88 Uncle George. Then ceme "Slingsby's Schooldays",
an original snd highly diverting story by Derwent Miall,
Slingsby -and his friends et lMinerve House certsinly had an
envieble schooling under Dr. Vandersee. 01d Vean, as the
doctor was effectionetely known smong his pupils, had an in-
ventive mania and if his many weird and wonderful creations
were not destined to benefit humanity they certainly dispelled
any semblance of boredom at Minerva House. This outstanding
story was suitably illustreted by Hsrrison whose humorous
drewings were a -festure of meny illustrated papers of the
period. Incidentally, the story was reprinted later in two
volumea of the "Nugget Library" under the titles of "Boys of
inervae House" and "0ld Van".

"The King of Scouts", a tale of Buffalo Bill by Col.
Prentiss Ingrshem which had previously appeared in the "Weekly
Pudget”, started in No.1l03 end this, together with "Kit
Crackshot" by Derwent Miall, were the only two Wild Western
gtories to eppeer in the Boys' Chempion. Another original
story running 2t this period was "The Iron Tooth" by Stewart
Lang. This rather fer-fetched but exciting account of. the
edventures, of two London messenger boys in the Alps I-heve re-|
resd deverel times with undiminished interest, but I still
‘marvel at the skill of one lad in retaining his traditionsl
pillbox. hesdgear throughout e series of nerve-shattering adven{
tures esmongst glaciers, avelenches and wolves including the
pumsn veriety. The seme suthor also contributed o different
but equelly thrilling seriel entitled, "The Ster of the Sea;
_or, the Curse of the Fernends". A fine series of ses yerms
entitled "Yarns from z Sajilor's Log" by C. G. Lewson was 8lso
running sbout this time. Tllustrated by Louis Gunnis whose
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leen end hungry looking cheracters heve 2lweys fescineted me,
this series was later reprinted in the "Nugget Library" under
the title of "The Ixploits of Ceptein Doyle".

The sandes of the Boys' Chempion were running out, but no
indicetien of the impending end eppesred in the meke-up of the
peper, end two other seriels commenced, the first by Derwent

Miell entitled "With Rupert's Cavaliers" end finslly, "Fletchex

of the 59th" by H. Gillender. Then without preliminery warn-
ing came the editorial announcement thet, owing to its large
end inconvenient size, the Boys' Chempion would be replaced
with 211 current festures by the hendier sized '"Pocket Budget"
Grented that the peper wes over lerge, surely it wes unneces-
sary to weit two years to remedy a dcfect obvious from the stax
However, the "Pocket Budget" duly eppesred the following week
cerrying unfinished seriesls from the older paper end meny of
its feetures on & reduced scele. Two fresh serials eppeered
in the new paper, "Round the World in 2 Motor Car" by John G.
Rowe and "The Scourgeréf the Gold Trail" by Col. Prentiss
Ingrsham and both finished, but so did the "Pocket Budget"
with ite 11th number

So ended the grend Boys' Chempion Story Peper, a victim
of misjudged editoriad policy. Its suthors beer comparison
with the best of emy period in boys' litersture while the
srtists included, in addition to Herrison and Louis Gunnis,
W. Boucher of "Young Folks" feme; Phil Ebbut; G. C. Glover
who wes elso en suthor; end Fritz Breun whose grend work for
the covers of the "Wild West Library" hed yet to sppear.
Truly & poper to stir the pulse of old timers like myself.

CAN ANYONE HELP me to obtein for sentimental reesons eny or
21l the following Nelson Lee (originel first series):

17 (7/6 offered), 71, 72, 88, 101, 103, 104; also originel
Sexton Bleke 3d. Lib. No.30, "The Three Treils". Your own
price paeid, end reelly greteful for the chencel

J. Bichard Treynor, BCIYAdventures, London, W.C.l.

WLNTED: Megnets, Gems, Union Jocks, Populers, Schoolboys Owns
of Rockwood, St.Jims, Greyfriars. H.E. Twinhem, 25 Heselden
Roed, Lupset, Wekefield, Yorkshire.

WANTED UHGENTLY: Gems No's 819 end 946. Josephine Peckmen,
27 irchdele Roed, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22.
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Tl\Q Nelson Jee Column.

Conducted Robert Blythe

(411 communicetions temporarily to L. Packmen,
27,Archdele Rosd, Enst Dulwich, Londen,S.E,22)

Severel Lee—ites heve recently written to me esking if I
cen "help" with eny of their eerly N.L., wants. I am glad to
say I heve been of some essistence; but what prompts me to
mention it is the fect thaet by my interpretation of certain of
these letters, they suggest the writers buing rather pessimisti
in their "wents" outlook. 48 is well kmown, Bob Blythe "lost"|
three N. Lees at the Islington exhibition, fortunstely replaced
by your humble & month or so later. These three issues have
turned up egein quite recently in the same nice condition as
Bob's replacements!

hgein, within the pest two months I have had no less then
three different copies of 0.S. Lee, No.15. "The Spendthrift"
(by G.H.Teed).

Well, there you ere, chums, you never know what's around
the corner. Teke heert and "keep cracking"!

Now for the Boys' Reelm St.Franks titles.
81,The Mystery of the Broken Windows; 82,Puzzling the Removes;
83,The Secret of the Hut; 84,. Mystery No Longer; 85,Scape-
grace end Schemer; 86,The Interrupted Match; B87,Besten by
Trickery; 88,Plotting to Win; 89,Dishonoursble Meonss
90,The Rewerd for Roguerys 91,The Spectre of Mecrton Manors
92,The Men Nipper Suspecteds 93,Deceiving the Remove; 94,The
Beffled Schoolboys; 95,The Missing Removites; 96,The School-
boy Treasure-Seekers; 97,Hsndforth, Poultry Fermer; 98,The
St.Frenk's Minstrels; 99,To Shield His Chumi 100,Nipper's
Greet Dilemma; 10l,Deserting His Team; 102,Nipper's Crdesl;
103,The Unwanted Ceptaing 104,4 Dreem of Weelth; 105,The Boy
from the Circus; 106,The Boxer's Gretitude; 107,ilarming the
School; 108,Jack Henley's Predicement; 109 His Honour Clesred)
110, Who's for the Regette?

Finelly, by wey of 2 change, here sre some more Nelson Lee|
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(0.S.) titles!  471,The Schoolboy Headmester; 472,0ne of the
Boys; 473,The Mystery of the Heed's Wife; 474,4 Schoolgirl's
Word of Eonour; 475,The Robber of the Remove; 476,The Snake
in the School; 477,The Camp in the Desert; 478,The Ship of
the Saheras 479,Trepped in the Desert; 480,Chariots and
Glediators; 481,By the Emperor's Commend; 482,Thrown to the
Lions; 483,Left in the Desert; 484,The Crimson Eegle;
485,The Scendel et St.Franks; 486,The School with ‘a Bad Nome;
487,The Stigma of Sheme; 488,Trying Times for St.Frank's;
489,The Schoolboy Boxer's Luck; 490,The Schoolboy Stokers;
491,The Schoolboy Reporters; 492.Ssved by the Fourth;
493,Archie's Awful incestor; 494,The Secret of the O0ld Mills
495,Willy Hendforth's Windfell; 496,The Twin's Terrible Tenglg
497,The Mystery Goslkeeper; 498,The Ghosts of Glenthorne Manoxy
499,The Secret of the Penel; 500,The Schoolboys' Pantomime;
501,The School of Hidden Dreed; 502,The Schoolboy Drudges;
503,The Phantom Protector; 504,Under the Lesh! 505,The Merk
of the Sevege; 506,After Lights-Out; 507,The Hooded Unknowng
508,Nipper Tekes the ~Reins; 509,The Moat Hollow Mutiny;
510,The Schoolboy Mutineers.

Olp Bos' Book Club

Northern Section

The July meeting was held et 237,Hyde Perk Roed on the
15th inst. Pouring rein did not dampen the enthusiesm of the
dozen members present. They included our long-distence
trovellers — Cliff Besrdsell (Stockport) end Harry Dowler
(hienchestar). Fortunstely Herry did not sttempt to meke the
journey on his bike,

The meeting opened promptly et 6-30, Reg. Fudson in the
cheir ruled firmly and business wes got through expeditiously.
The secretery resd o letter from the Leeds Public Library
offering & fortnight from September 25th for the Exhibition of
0ld Boys' Books, and this wes considered quite setisfactory.
Alresdy offers of books on losn for the big event have been
received and it is to be hoped others will relly round. Thenks
to the enterprise of Bill Sewyer the Exhibition will in 211
probability be opened by the editor of the Yorkshire Evening
News.
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Owing to busincss ¢nd domestic ressons, Normen Smith
explained thet he found it difficult to cerry on duties of
treasurer, so it wea egreed I should teke it on for the time
being. As Normaon cen write better figures than I cen I hope
it won't be long before I pass the office back to him again.

Quite 2 useful number of papers have now been got togetheq
for the Librery. They include Msgnets, Gems, Union Jacks,
Mervels, Nelson lees, Schoolboys' Owns, Thrillers, etc., It
wes decided to loan them to members et 2d. per copy. It will
be sppreciated if b will exch as frequently os
possible so that outlay by the Club can be recovered. All
enquiries to Gerald Allison. A gift of papers from Ernest
Hubbard wes gretefully received.

I geve a talk on the Megnet and mensged to answer some
of the questions which followed. Harry Dowler will tell
members £11 about the Boys' Friend a2t the next meting. No one
knows more ebout that once king of papers than he.

It was decided thet the next meetingshould be on Saturdey
August 26th; usual time and place. Unless there hes to be an
unexpected chenge in date, post—cerds will not be sent out to
gembers, so they should accept this as the officisl intimation
thus seving time for the secretary, end expense to the Club.

Business over,refreshments were taken, the Librerisn got
tusy, and the room buzzed with "I remember when—". I noticed
the lady member present smiling once or twice. Guess she was
thinking, "4ind they cell women the talkative sex."

The gossip stopped at 9-30 however, end we set off through
the rain to our scattered destinations not csring if it snowed
as well.

Members present: Miss Vera Coates, Cliff Beerdsell,
Horry Dowler, Normen Smith, Gersld Allison, S. F. Armitege,

W. L. Williemson, Herry Barlow, Reg. A. Hudson, Cherlie Price,
W. F. Sawyer, and Herbert Leckenby.
Northern Section Correspondent.

{Note: Owing to the London meeting being 2 fortnight later
then usurl, the revort will have to be held over until our
September issue.)

WANTED: 1900-1920 Human Bet yerns; girls' pepers; edult
magezines if sensstionsl. Ssle, Mesgnets, Gems, Niek Certers,
d., and 9d. Captein, 1911-1912. E.V. Hughes, "Caswell"

35 Hillsgoro' Rgad, Bognor Regi * :
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Hamiltonia.

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

If Frank Richerds could claim royeslties every time St.Jimg
end Greyfriars were mentioned in the newspzpers he would gathey
quite & tidy sum. There are four exemples in this issue,
three of them amusing ¥ Particularly so the slip in the Liver-
pool nesspaper. I wonder if the linotype operator, or whoever
was responsible, was thinking of the doughty member of the
Remove, or merely an expensive racehorse he wes backing for
the 2-301

As for Ian Mackey's striking tribute which sppeered in
the "News Chronicle" some time 8go, does not this support what
I seid lest month sbout Frznk Richards snd the Honours List,

a view, by the way, which is evidently supported by .z large
number of C.D. readers, if my mail beg is enything to go by.
+ + + +

That enthusiast out in Scuth aifrica, Jim Southway,
flebbergests me. I've said it before, and I make_,né spologied
for repesting it, A week or two ego I received s fat packet
from him conteining a vest emount of deta. QOne Section of it
wes the whole of the 1683 Megnet stories arrenged in Alphe-
beticel order. I think I cen cleim to have 2 fair amount .of
petience ~ where the hobby is concerned — but I guess I should
be inclined to dodge the work #nd headaches #rranging asll thosg
titles would entail. You're 2 mervel, Jim. ind I cen see
this list is going to be very useful. For instence, a glance
tells me that that femous story "Bob Cherry's Barring-Out" wes
No.254, end "Billy Bunter's Birthright" No.538, and a substitufie
story. So if you want to know the mumber of any Msgnet story,
ssk me - 2nd thank Jim Southwsy.

Moreover, I see in it more fodder for the Annual -
"Curiosities in Magnet Titles". For example, ignoring the
word "the" I find "Greyfriers" ceme first in- the titles no
less then 73 times; that there were three "Harry Wharton's
Downfells" No's 170, 885, and 1257, that "Hunted Down" was
used four times, that - oh well, wait for the Amuel.

+ 4+ o+
*Press Cuttings referred to unavoidably omitted due
to lack of space. Ed.
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And now & new contributor te our pages, though o resder
for & long time. You'll sgraee it's delightfully topicel, even
though you do think with e sigh of the deys when the Remove
was going on vecetion.

THROUGH ENGLAND WITH THE FiaMQUS FIVE

(ind One or Two Others)
By Jemes Walsh

I did have an idee of "writing-up" the whole of the Grey-
friers holidey series.

But as our heroes spent & considersble portion of each
yeer for something like a generstion on their travels, I feel
that our worthy editor would be strongly averse to turning
whole issues of the '"Digest" into a sort of Greyfriars
Baedeaker.

So we'll forego the lure of "farswey places" end, followin
the track Frank Richards has so ably besten for us, spend our
"holideys at home".

We will, of course, miss the thrilling encounters with
gevege cannibels, evil witch-doctors end treascherous helf-
breeds, but we will find many other compensations.

We cen in these stories, perheps more so than in any other|
espect of Greyfriars life, identify ourselves with their
sctivities.

We may never plod through burning deserts or hack our wey
through steaming jungles, but we cen follow in their footsteps
in our own little island and find the old femiliar scenes ell
eround us.

That typicel Englend country house, with the red roofs and
chimneys peeping through the trees - it might be Wherton Lodges;
thet stetely pile, obviously a rich nobleman's - it might be
Meuleverer Towers (we sre somewhat disillusioned when on resch-|
ing the msesive getewsy, we observe & signboard beering the
|mystic letters "N.B,C." or the legend "Ministry of-" So
Democracy edvances.) ‘

That semf-ruinous old mansion we sew on our holidsy in
Devon or Cornwall - it might be Pollpelly or Pengerth; end
why the cynicel grin when we suggest there might be Spanish
Gold down there in the cove? Are they not - 28 I reed in the
pepers es I write - drewing up semples from the rotting timbers
of & Spanish Gelleon in Tobermory Bey?  Though, doubtless, sny
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tressure they ecquire will not provide such exciting happeningsl
as Smithy's Doubloons from her sister-ship in Polpelly Cove.

However, we haven't room for yuletide sdventures, &s wes
the lest, 80 we'll get back to summer.

iy own scqueintence with these storics ranges from the
Cereven series of 1921 - of which (forgive the free sdvert,
Mr.Editor) I sm desperstely enxious to obtein three of the six
numbers - to the Blackrock and Themes series of 19'59; then
which lest two (for the benefit of Megnetites who confuse
rerity with quelity) Frenk Richerds wrote nothing better of
the kind during his cereer. ;

However, 88 we cennot desl with every series individuelly,
I will choose one from the middle period which I regerd es being
the epitome of 211 that is desirsble in e holidey story.

I refer to the Hiking series of 1933.

The "ecrowd players" of Greyfriers give wey to tremps end
gipsies end other rustic charecters snd we sre eccompenied by
our fevourite "sters" - The Femous Five, Billy Bunter, old
Meuly end later, Smithy.

We have & weolth of incident end ever—chenging scemes end
situestions; hilerious episodes without number - how could it
be otherwise with Bunter in the perty or when our other prize
comedisn, Coker, errives to take commend; others more exciting,
ocoesioned by the bitter feud with Ponsonby & Co. and their
desperste attempts to cepture the elusive Holidey Annue]l with
its mysterious secret.

4ind woven through it all, a picture of the English country
side that brings the hot-sweet smell of gress snd new-mown hay
into my nostrils as I write.

It is in these veriegeted joys thot we heve the secret of
this type of story being so ideslly adspted to one's own
holidey mood; more so, in my opinion, then those of the
nforeway places™. : By

In these latter, we sre trested to bigger slices of what
the critics cell "gripping merrstive" building up to & gradusl
¢lim,x. I am not meking e dispereging comperison; one simply
needs more time to get dowm to it.

In the home-trevel stories, on the other hsnd, you cen diy
into them et odd moments while resting on s gressy bank or
weiting for the kettle to boil on the primus end quickly get
immersed without the mentel effort of picking up the thresds
of the, edmittedly, sketchy plot.
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It is paredoxicrl thet £ festure which would in our
gencrsl resding soon cefuse us to lose interest is, in these
holidsy stories, not the lesst of their attrections - their
very expectedness. .

When sterting summer holideys with the Greyfriars
chums we don't needfcock a quizzicel ¢ye st the westher - we
know the sun will be bright snd the skies will be blue. .

On ocur wsey we'll have the same adventure with the farmer'g
bull; get chesed off zn estote by the irste coloncl-ownerj
ond stop for refreshment under the shedy tree that slways stends
outside of those delightful little inns we are sure to find,
the red-fsced inn-keeper, cver fat end jovial, ettending busily
to our - 2nd especially Bunter's — wents. And, the grub being
good, Bunter will suggest spending the rest of the holidays
there (both sat upon).

And when, tired end dusty, we seerch for & cemp es the
setting sun drops lower, lo! there is the seme shrewd-eyed
yokel who diddled the Co. so often, sitting on & gate, a green
peddock ideal for cemping just beyond. You know the rest?

He offers use of field - for e "consideraticn  once installdd,
second gent turns up, highly indignant - he's the "resl" owner
enother "consideration" paid over; finslly the lest rnd, this
time, genuine owner trenspires who ususlly, but too late,
offers use of field for nothing.

Tell, #e've crmped for the last time in that little green
dell; the wood neerby, the cool stresm rippling at the-bottoms
the blue smoke from the cemp-fire drifting lazily sbove the
trees, the sppetising aroma of sizzling sosses mingling
pleeeantly with the scent of burninkg wood.

In thet peeceful scene we bid them frrewell; scon we see
them ewinging elong, those ever-youthful figures - the fat oneL
still puffing in the reer - still laughing at the ssmc old joki
up the dusty lrne, over the stile end ecross the mesdow ——
thé cheery voices grow faint es they venish from sight - .

"" That wes ten’yesrs end more ago.

Though  three decades #nd more hed left their youth end
vigour unimpeired, thet lest hge deelt . less gently with us
who. journeyed with them; but siould our trrils meet once more,
thet heppy, re¢-union would find us still, es they, the Young
in Spirit: o

Will we eVer hesr thet "Hello! Hello! Hellol" egein or e
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soft veoice murmur "Here we szre ggsinfully!l" 7
Somehow, the last words we heard before they vanished frog
our geze seem to re-echo in our ears -

"I ey you fellows, weit for mel"
We will.

Megnet Titles (Contd.)

326,The Uninvited Guests; 327,Rough on Coker; 328,Cornered;
329,The Boy from the Ferm; 330,The Wrong Sort; 331, The
iiissing lMester; 332,The Greyfriasrs Trippers; 333,The Dark
Horse; 334,The Shadow of the Past; 335,Looking after Unclej
336, Wun Lung's Wheeze; 337,My Lord Fish; 338,The ilatch with
st.Jim's; 339,Self-condemned; 340,Herry Wherton & Co's
Holidey; 341,7ild Women at Greyfriars; 342,Coker's Conguest;
343,4 Cool Card; 344,Ructions st Highcliffe; 345,5pirited
Awsy; 346,Hard Up; 347,Chenged by Adversity; 348,The Groy -
friars Spy-Hunters; 349,Won by Pluck; 350,Foiling the Foe;
351,The Photo Prize; 352,Looking for Alonzo; - 353,The Reign
of Terror; 354,The Black Footbellers; 355,Fegging for Cokerj
356,The Snob of the Remove; 357,The Return of the Prodigals;
358,Billy Bunter's Uncle; 359,The Patriotic Schoolmesters;
%60,Skinner's Scheme; 361,The Rivel Ventriloquist; 362,The
Fight for the Cup; 363,The Cruise of the Femous Fives
364,Surprising the School; 365,The Schoolboy fLuctioneer;
366,Bunter the Blade; 367,The Lest Plunge; 368,Captured et
Last; 369,Tom Dutton's Triumph; 370,Through Fire and Flame;
371,Bunter's Banknotes; 372,The Hun Hunters; 373,Carried Awe}
374,The Fell of the Fifthj 375,Special Constsble Cokers
376,When Johnny Comes Marching Home; 377,The Mystic Circles
378,The Schoolboy acrobats; 379,Hurree Singh's Peril; 380,
Heroes of Higholiffe; 381,The Punishment Policicsy 382,The
Slackers Eleven; 383,Fifty Pounds Reward; 384,The Scout's
vietory; 385,The Old Boys' Chsllengsej 386,Msuly*s Flirtationg
387,The-Schoolboy Lewyers 388,Thc Mystery of the Gebles; 3894
The Mysterious Mr.Hobbsj 390,Sportsmen illy 391,The Mester
who Stayed et Home; 393,Schoolboys Never Shall be Slavess
393,Ponsonby's Plot; 394,The Fellow Who Wonjy 395,At Wer with
Greyfriers; 396,Backing up Bunter; 397,Coker's Cenedian
Cousin; 398,. Lenceshire Led's Luckj 399,Chempions of the
Oppressed; 400,The Sundsy Cruseders.




LETTER BOX

o A Problem Solvek end Iore
Revelations to Come!
84,Park Road, Sparkhill,
Birminghem 11,
9th July, 1950.

Deer Editor,

' Sceing your letter to Maurice reproduced in the C.D. just
to hand in connection with my erticle '"Winning His Spurs", I
thought I would reply to you personelly instesd of through the
columns of Blakiena ss Mesurice suggested.

My information re W. Shew Ree being actually Ir.Ernest
Treeton came from a most relisble source, for my informent was
ir . Henry Gerrish who knew the author in those eerly days, and
you will egree, I kmow, thet there is no man better quelified
than he to supply such dete in connection with old boys'
litersture. Herry Blythe wes, of coursc, # quite separate
individusl, who would certainly heve gonz fer in his professiop
had not death cut short his carcer at sn sarly sage.

hecording to kir.Treeton, St.innes was not the only school
to which Blske wes sent, snd I will divulge deteils of the
letter's occupation there in o forthcoming article dealing
with Bleke in the Victorisn ere, which I have just begun.

Did you know that & young viscount wrote some of the
Victorien Bleke stories under & nom-de-plume? Such is the
cese, however, and I have got together some interesting informe-—
tion concerning-this euthor's scti¥ities in the early deys.
His desth occurred mot so very long ago — just before the out-
breek of Wer, in fect.

Since dearning of the death of Arthur S. Herdy I heve got
together some new end interesting informstion concerning this
popular writer's eerly stage eppearances. Hitherto I hed been
rether hendicepped in thet T hed alweys believed Hardy tolbe
the lattér's resl name, but heving discovered otherwise, it hag
peved the wey for some interesting date in this direction.
Hardy's resl name has sppesred on the cover of at lesst two
Boys' Friend 4d. Libreries, snd I wonder whether between now
end the time my erticles eppesr you will heve discovered what

e
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it is? To give you a lesd I will sunply just one clue.
Hardy wes not of entirely English birth.

Re iex Hemilton who is believed to be the unknown lady
suthor of some of the cerly Blakes and seversl populer serizls
in Boys' Hersld, etc., I fcel pretty sure of the identity of
the lady, who wes (ond still is, for I believe thet she is still
slive) certeinly competent enough to write of Blake. Her name
I will disclose in my forthcoming erticle.

In last yeer's .nnuel, writing of Micheel Storm, you
stated that he wes, in reslity, Mr. Cherles Ignatius Sempill,
H.M. This is correct, but in sdding that Mr. Sempill was
responsible for "Brooks of Revemscar", "Rope of Rubies®, and
ngeptein of Lbbotswey", you heve. gone estrey. The Micheel
Storm who wrote these threc stories died long sgo, wherees
bir . Sempill, is, ¢s fer ss I know, plive now. Furthermore,
Micheel Storm wes sctuelly the esuthor's neme, end I em informefl
by e writer who knew him thet he died in the middle of e seris},
which wes finished by Cecil Hayter. TUnfortunstely, the suthor
in guestion does not recsll the title of the story. Mr.Gerrish
told me some time ogo thet Michsel Storm elso wrote occesion-—
plly os "Duncan Storm". .

Did you lmow that Lllen Blair, Welter Edwerds, and
Ledbroke Bleck had 21l passed on? They s11 died practicelly
ot the seme time, just efter the outbreek of Wer. Robert
Murrey pessed on elso during this period. Re Gilbert Chester}
it looks es though we Bleke fzns heve seen the lest of him,
for the 4.P. have not heerd of him for well ower & yeer.
perheps, like inthony Skene, he hrs retired from writing.

If you cere to use this letter, or emy pert of it, es
meteriel for the C.D., there's no nced to esk — it's ell. yoursf

With Best Wishes znd continued success to the C.D.

Yours sincurely, 2
WALTER WEBB.
(How who wes ..S. Herdy?
Yelter's got me £l1 puzzled.- H.L.)

WANTED: Union Jacks (in good condition) issues dur-
ing years 1920-1924 inclusive. Josephine Packman,
27 Archdale Rd., East Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

POR SAIE: 5 Vols. Gems between 1907-1913. WANTED:
Magnets before 1926. T.Ccnecammon, 6 Wilton St., Off
Belgrave Gute, Ieicester.
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Herry "herton in the Limelight!

ltose Lewn, .ingsgete-on-Sca,
Broadstairs, Eent.
Deer Herbert Leckenby, July 15th, 1950.
Many thanks for the C.D. 2nd your lectte
therewith. Good es ever: end I was very pleesed to sce &
familisr fat fece on the cover. ind I must express my appre-
cistion of the kindly reference to my unworthy sclf from the
Editor's Cheir, which however made me smile & little! I am
gled to see thet the .inmuel is teking shape, sand if it prove
as good — which I do not doubt - #8 the lest, it will be well
worth the enhenced price.

I wes very interested in the question "Why Alwsys Bunter?
in your erticle on Page 205. By e coincidence, it happens
thet in the "Bunter Book" I sm now writing, for publication
next yeer, our fat old friend takes rather 2z beck scst, and
Herry Wherton has very neerly ell of the limelight. Just for
once B.B. is little more then sn "slso ran".

"Jeck of i1l Tredes" is expected to be out by th: end of
the month, But there ere so meny delays in these slow days
thet I have given up expecting enything till I sce itl

With kind regerds,
Alweys yours sincerely,
FRANK R ICH.HDS.

4 Veteran iuthor Writes

St.Petrock, Dawlish, Devon.
11th July, 1950.
Dear Mr. Leckenby,

Thenk you for sending me the Collectors' Digests ond
slso for your letter with reference to Mr.Prul Herdy; who,
by his drowings, did so much to help populerise my stories of
Ldventure for Boys. I think it must heve been 53 or 54 yeers
ego thet hc did the illustrstions for my story "Rogues of the
Fiery Cross"; in Chums; and thereefter he continued the good
work @8 long, I think, =& Cessell & Co. owned Chums. He
cought the spirit of my yerns in such # wonderful wey that his
pictures did much in helping to meke my tsles so widely known
and popular. You mention lir. Peard Suthcrland in your letter.
He rerlises to the full the fortunste circumstences by which

r

Prul Herdy ceught the spirit of my yerms; end his letters
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from Vencouver have given me grert plessure.

In roply to your question as to the dete of Mr.Hardy's
deeth, I think it must heve been betwgen 3 end 4 yeers 8go, &ng
though we never met — we wrote one another from time to time,
snd at Christmes I continue to send greetings to lirs.Hardy,
who lives in Sussex. (I geve her addrese to Mr. Sutherlandjwho
I think, hes recently written to her.) Pezul Herdy possessed
wonderful gifts; and I remember the model of & grest gelleon
which he constructed, cnd which, at the time, wes much sdmired
It brought his neme before the public efter he had cezsed to
illustrete stories.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely, )
. 5. WLLKEY.
(Mr. Walkey was born in 1871. H.L.)

Look Out for "Hobby Omnibus"

"Newlyn", 18 St.Metthew's Roed,
Cotham, Bristol 6.

Deer Mr. Leckenby, 8/1/50.

My next book is & "Hobby Omibus" covering chapters
devoted to Cig. @srds, Labels, Old Boys' Pepers, Stemps, Coins
Rece Tickets, Postcards, Buttons, Medels, cte. etec.

Cen you pleese confirm thet the "Old Boys' Book Club" is
still in existence, end thst you meet once e month. ilso would
you confirm how often the Collectors' Digest is published, and
if devoted entirely to the hobby.

I have written you es I understend you ere Vice-President
of the Club, end I should like to include ¢11 the above in-
formetion in the chepter devoted to 0ld Boys' Pepers, in the
book. Mr.dederaft has been very cooperative. while Charles
Hamilton has been exccedingly goed to me.

T would, of course, ecknowledge your esgistence in the
book.

Yiith meny thenks,
Yours sincerely, ALFRED J. CRUSE.
'Twes Truly the "Monster'.
50, Porter Roed, Derby.
Deer lr.Leckenby, 25th June, 1950.
For some months now I have been resding the Collectors!'
Digest with incressing respect snd enjoyment .
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Tt scems strenge to me, hovever, thet vhilst the rescerch
indulged in by your contributors must be prodigious, at leest
onc series of publicetions seems to have not only disappesred
entirely but £lso to hove venished from humen memory.

I refer to the "lonster Librery" series, which wes published
st monthly intervels cbout 24 yeers 8go.

wMonster" was indced the operetive word. This excellunt
wLibrary" consisted entirely of reprints of complete series of
St.Frenks stories, each scries complete in one volume. The
rerding metter conteined in eech issue wes, for the type of
publicetion, enormous.

Llthough the "Monster Librery" did not last vory long
(possibly the price, 1/— per volume, was just e little too much
for the aversge working cless pocket) it nevertheless scems
strenge that such en excellent project should have diseppcared
so completely. The stories werc written when both St, Fronks
end Edwy Seerles Brookes were in their heydey, and o complcte
set of "Monster Libreries" would indeed be » trersure worth
heving, from ¢ literery, ss well as o collector's point of
view,

Yours truly,
H. GOCDHE.D

W.
A number of letters held over. Ed.

5.LE OR EXCHANGE: 40 "Cheer Boys Cheer" 19133 14 Dick Turping,
4d. and 1d. blue Gems; Christmass Double Numbers Gem for
exchenge. No.93 The Terrible Three's Christmes Party, 1909.

o .250, "Nobody's Study, 1912; WNo.302, Mystery of the Painted
Room 1913. In new condition. WANTED Boys' Friend 3d. Libreries.
Some for Snle or Exchange. Mewy pepers wented. 2
Richsrd Whorwell, 29 hspinden Road, London, S.E.15.

4 REQUEST: When sending for copiecs of papers, especially Megnets,
Gems 2nd Schoolboys' Own, I should be grateful if collectors
would supply some alternetive numbers. With papers at leost
ten yeers old, =nd supplies uncertsin, it is extremely difficult,
though every effort is mede, to olwsys find the exect numbers
ssked for. A few altermetives to work on therefore would be
s groet help. .Llways at your service, Bill Martin,

93 Hillside, Stone¢bridge Prrk, London, N.7.10.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: A1l collector fricnds of John iobyns

pleese notes Iis rddrcss is ‘now 13 Rephrel Rosd, Hove 3.
'Phone 33619.
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Please o.diror's 2ll Sexton 3lnke correspondence to tne
siditor of lskiocna, Ilei..Bond,10 i mn, Phirvbina,Cardiff.

g g g g e g e g e T g T e = o g g
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TIL ROWID TAZLG - AUIUST 1950,

First of all I vould like to thank £ll those menbors
of owr litile circle ko have so l:].'ldly responded to my
5.0.5. for materiel for “Blolki: *hen I wrote ny LL.,
liound ''~ble Chot the position -ms very bad, 1.:1 fact I 4id
not have a single pnage of cony in ny files.
long lists of U.d. titles last month nroves
hovrever, the horizon is much clecrer

cdors of o forthcoming nrograume of variovty « “d great
in-ts:'os'l:. 3ut nlease do not “let up as the snericans
put it. I still wmnt all the contri ions I cen loy my
hands on. Jon't forpet ve have an Anmal in preparction
for publicriion in Decertber and I sholl be delighted to

have nny origincl ideas for articles and fectures, indeed

I should be nlensed to have ANYITIIC you can send rlong.
1y lotter box has been mere imte. esting of late too.
Severrl nev fricnds have written %o me on various aspects
of texton Zlake lore and this is most rratifying. Quite
a mwmbor of you have agrecd that it is as ing too much for
us to acecept the name of Uiif .. for owr decr old
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Tne Round i b1o (continued).
“pinkeors As one rocder nwoinbed -outy it vas Wt Re-long oo
‘ghat Lewis J -ckson reforied o “Tinker Suith” in one of his
ﬁ,i;‘.'.S.L. novels. is you lnow ir. Jockson hos done more tor
“pelate the por sonnl side of Sexton Blake than nny other Al akd
riter, vith the nosgvible exception of the late Geile Teed,
‘and I am .pndering vhat his reactions to this Carter aflfair
are. During the next nomth I ~m peing to try und get to
he bottom of this metter ond will report on any results
as soon as I can. semething 1UST be done about it, for
+o chonpe Tinker's ncme would be to upset the -hole of the

Blake s2gie

Cheeorio for nous

- e e e R lal tat il Tt el it et i g

Our Progrommetl

Hext Lonthe nRlalke Throuch.the Yoars™
p.rt 1. The Victoriun kra.
by Valter ebbe

Octobers wThe 1ystery of Soxton 3lake™
by Charles 3akers
wneturn to 3oker Street”
by He haurice 3onds
Titlose

nound Table.

Gnr.‘linr. in tho futurel

—Wi Tew Aporocimtkon of Sexton Blale! -
a brillint new feature by Rex Dolnhine

also crticles by Josephine Pe clmean, alter
tjgbb and otherse

And there will be a soriecs of interesting and
renumerative competitions. Idee s nlease?

L]
Hasieda
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* Viilfred Darvine. %*

L.lgn Vasayth was a most cnnzing and unusunl charactar.
Ancrt fron her undoubted femln:l.ne charnis she “Sos sossed 1o
courage and determination. lor ficht again the crimin.
syndicate -hich had gent hor father to pr_q.uan captured cvon
Sexton 31.:.ke's admiretion.

Though Slake did net for a momamt ar--rove of her
setions; “s pd 40 admit th:t her motives vere commendsble.
The _-ler Street detective first met the girl in conneetion

s+h the theft of a fifteen thousand pauné; necklace fron
nor (Croen, the cowrtry house of 3ir. Lnsor lathan, Zort.
The full story of this meoting is told in "The Union
Jeek® o 1269, “The i ystery of innor (roene

Teke knor nore obout the affeir then he cored to
admit, cven to Detective Inspector llnrker tho wus in charge
of the investigat ion. e kner, for instunce, that tho crind
raos yet cnothor episode in an umnzing sechame of vengean:ze.
e clso now thot the theft had been plammed, if not aciually
caricd oub by Olgn ilosmyth vhose deliborate intention ms
to ruin the boronet and his family. Though che ealled her-
self Lola De Guisa, Dlake knew, vithout a shodowr of doult
th:t she wms the duughter of llenonhon Ifnsmyth, 1he had “eon
sent o prison 1y yeers before for fraud.

In 1913 .lasoyth and ire LUnsor il them hud boon partnord
her shady business schicmos thon the Algiers Wrust,
y controlled by liceyyth, il thon ond others collapsod,

11 the bleme for its sudden demise e unru:t. ombo Il sayth.
It ng a comdlote frame upe ilo ims convieted by a sfronch
court cnd sentenced to a long term of irmrisommeirte. Shoekeod
end infuriated by this net of black ironchory and injustice
aminst hor fether, Olpgn doteriined to be rovenged. She
s-tur!‘.ad by robbhing 3ir. Znsor itthan of valuablo jorrellory.

“hen followed a furthor jewel rodhery from a store in MNow
York in -#iich Sir,. IZnsor had a ca'ﬁrslli‘\;; intorest, the
thoft of bonds from the baronet's Gity T'rust, a ‘ourgl-qry at
1iis towm house in Portland Place and finelly the thoft of
L-dy . .than's necklrce from ! nnor CGroone

In the last alfeir Olga ilasuyth doliberntely involwved




Tho Story of ulng i G, _(.MG_CL..
soxton Bloke, vhio ~us a guost ot the house, in a VCry conm
nromising bedroom scene, thus ero.ting o diversion .hiile her
nortner, o taporary lousanaid, ,*\J.kc.d ofl with the locts.
Jut Bliko s not c-‘tiroly fooled. Although ho s jucst
too lato to nroveontablgn icsayth fron suwling her gotoyuy he
succoodod in trocking hor 4o a hotol. siore tho detcctive
cornorod hor and dennnded the return of tho stolon article.
Jut as it turnod out, the zirl -ns ready for him, Shic ex—
ploded o mustard gns boud in fromt of 3lake, temporarily
blinding hime. londless to say vhan the doteetive recovered
nis sirht Olge hod disapoarod.

Tn the sceond story of the sories (U.J. ifo. 1270) "The
cirl of Dostiny", this renrkobdle ‘oman turns her oitention
to the di-mond markcb. Haoving discovored that the licgl Gam

Company of FMotton (-rden had been built up through the
finzneinl aid of Sir. Lasor (Lthan, she deeides to roid the
places tephen (eyer, the sonie tiat weal kneed nroprictor

of the business is shot dead. 3
incident Olgn twms up ot Bloke's

rtly aftor this wapleosond
oortmerrt se she trics to

enlist the doteciive's sympathy, and, for o nomont, alnost
succoods. 3ut to 3Blako his duty is Ul_;‘.. ile turns sy
from her and 'phones Scotland Vard. ith CuIl.De e on the

woy ahd c 1 locked door z:d Bloke botveon her and froedom, 1;1111
looks 11]’0 the £inish to her strange ond nisguided careor.
Sut no, Tor ohce moro sho is prepared for such an warerzeacy.
This tine it tokes tho form of o contioiner of slucping gos
vhich she brecks dth her foote The dotective is »nut to
sloop for ten ninuteg iiilc she makes hor oscapce

In the third and final story of 't.'lO serics (L.J. ilos
1271) "Tho Captive of tho Cotacombs™, o find Zluke and vlga
in Poris. The story opens with the escano of ulga's futher
fron prison. shortly ~fter a nen answvoring to the deserin-
tion of tho conviet is found dead on the roilyny line. Jut
hardly has the sbory oo seared in the ne spanors tl the
supposaedly dord mon trns up at Ulake's hotol, lie ogts for
help and tells the detoctive thet his daugiter Olga has dis~
congarcds At firgt it is - 1od thot she has bown kidioond
Wy tho syndiecato sdio had gmut asmyth in prison and a
vhon she had Zor so long vaged vars Sut Blolke is disineling
to cgroe, for ho foors a iwrc sinistor notive. Iiis foars
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Tulz ::;grniu 2 1 ilaenyth dios ot his foob, having been shod
=t through the -indow. Sleke is of tho opinion that tho
shot carne fron the vindow of a housc across the strect. o
docides to make sure, srd is just in time to imtercept tho
purdorod -s e is leoving tho places Thoro follors a dos—
por-to strugdle in -hieh the Icker Street slouth norrowly
ogecanes deatha The meniac, for such he is, hakos his got-
c-my in o taxi, but Sleko has the mmber of the vehicloa
Loter on he lecatos the drivor tho tckos him to tho nl:ice
thero he dronred his strange possongere It is a vory olid
and sinister looling houso in tho slums of Poris. In th)
bzsenerrs of this house 3laoko finds Ulga ilosmyth's hendkor-
chief stoined w7ith bloode  Closc by is o very anciomt chare)
and undorncoth a scetion of tho Catacombse Thosa vaults
oxtond bencoth the house, as ind ed they do undor most of
P'ris, ond in a short tine 3lnko finds a oy into tham.

At last the detcctive reoches Ulga, but net before ho
has hed e rin fight with hor lidnapnor. Tho panice dios
g_ftor 3lalke has fired sewveral shots imto him, -nd disannoars

in an undc rgt‘ovm streoem. Then, rlnost collopsing hinself
ho corvios Olga Voauyth from thet plece of the dosde Aftor—
wrrds he lecrns that though the men hio had murdered Nommyth
dnd kidnappod his deughtor vmz, s he had suspocted, com—
plotely crazys hic had been in thc poy of gorcone higher up
soricono obvicusly coirrected -dith tho syndicato. o hoprs
Vlign, Jor uer owm sele, till net discover the truth, bubt his
hopes exrc in vain. He rocoives a tologram from hor stebis ag
gt in Porig hac informod lheor of the truc foctse
in cenclusion let mo quote from 4 ctudl story:
Tor this raart thot ho nnd Ylgn loomiyth woroe aroin,
sooncr or loter, to be ranged o st ocich othore.
It meont thnt the saoldoring onbers of rovenge,
-fuieh he had thought to oxtinguish, hed lcapt up
}_fioreo flome,
ELIT AGTOR LIGITG Yy LGHARD PAGIGML,,
nc, cvo-xmg, 1ilst oboring seme newly acquired U,J. titlos
n ry bosk of records I obs:ivod that Slake had ed opted quitd
mumbor of trodes ond profossions in tho course of his loag
ore The riere I found tho nore imtriguocd I bocame,wrbil

Dly hed to e mi-ht 4 wough tho rocords to soo Jjust hovw

[
I
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ueny amd what rolos he did advrbe Tho rosult .xs riogt intor—
csting to me a2nd I o oure it 1A1l be to all 2laktc loverse
“luko undoubtodly adoptcd nony other roles, for this is oidy
a record of those kiom by nechs of UlJe titlose Agnin 1:11:'1.5'
doss Imclude tl10 Se3. ritings in the $d serics, nor does it
include tho SeJeLe If o1l tho purts ho nlayed could be dig-
coverod it ould probebly be simplor to stebe Lt he hed 10U
hormd Lot us look ot the UluJe titles frow 1903 comiardse The
firgt rolo is that of Prison Tarder(91) follewcd by Soldior
(93) ndliuyman (98) Scilor (102) Fircuan(103) & Policawn(1l5).
2y this time Blcke wns getting well imbo his stride.Thus o

find hinm o reoal guick chongo rriist as Hancom Sod Driver(107)
lLiochnic{109) Jockay(110) Actor (111) Pastus.u€113 lidver Polico
nan(115)Reportor(117)Zeofont or(120) Gamel.cpor 121}(:;;:11&::-{'.(123)
Divor(124). He must have,indced, bocn a Tonlerful cctor,for
his »rowess ms aprlouded by hio ‘eudicnee ! throughout the land
211 of vhom elamoured for moresand .lalo,ofcoursc,duly obligeds
totorist{127)Circusiend(130)Acroncut(133)iiing's Uogmacl (135)}
Photogrophor{137)kings Liesnonger(140) Fishertan(141) Gollior(143)
Poirrot(151) 3temnxrd(152) followed in quick succesczion axl then
te hed o short rost from this ty»c of activity. Hovower, in

2 couple of mowths ho wms oxccreising his roncrlkable tolants |
in the form of stchrnan(159)i.P.(173) Doctor(174) Shop.alkor(175)
Sidlveabion Armyist (177)Dockyard “jorker(189) Steck wxchange Iroker
{190) Socicty Liom(192)Brokers ian(195)liomcrist(196)Choapiack I
(198 )Whaler( 206 ) Lumbornan( 207) Insurance Agent (215) Chond st (220),
"Mon cone anobtlhier 2 momth rest Mich riugk lnve boen benefieisdl
to his heclthsforon his reappearcnce in this field hw choso
the profescion of “Frostlor(230).Than como ile5.P.C.Cl(235),
Povoment Artust(239)mibessador(246)Longshorenan( 248)Chet( 256)
Tramn( 259) Gipsy( zssguypm'r.ist(zsa). Sy thio tiue Blake nust hfwe
vom feeling tho strain for it wms 6 or 7 roaths bofore he
got going sooin,but wvith +he follewding roles he socn rrde up
for lost time. Publicen(207)shoiman(298)Lock Koopoer({305) Book-
neker(308)Consul( 313)Ploy right( 314) Avi-tor(317) Scoutns stor( 319)
Squire(1!20)Juz'yman(-332)?ostmstcr( 340)Troiner(343)Tax Collector
(353)-how vopulirkw would be in this role todoy! 3-th Cheir lipn
(355)Territorial( 359)Tick ‘acker(360)Tco Uroan :icrchont(361)
Author(368)Taxi Ceb Driver(369)Smnta Clous(376)3andenen(379) .

(To be comtinued)




