o e g il i Ll ek e e e o i

e

| (Vol4) No.46.

o

@0\ lQCt 14

Price Price 1410 M‘Fxc

Ootobu 1650

D‘Sak




Offers Inviteo for

Holiday Annuals, 1921-40 }except 1925). - .e
100 Numbers "Bullseyes
150 Numbers ":Dreadnough S/ emol, .o A 1
3 Bound Vols. "Nelson lee ILib" (0 182 - 207
312_327, 415-434 ., o
Bound Vols "Marvel" 1910. 2" cop:.ea 336-362. ..
3 Bound Vols. "Ranger" 2.84, 1931-32 -
50 copies Supplaments of the Magnet & Penny Pop-
uvlar, around 1921 .. i
70 Loose copies "Greyfriars Heralds" 1918-21 vis
400 "Modern Boys" loose copies, 4d cach . "
200 "Buffalo Bills" loose copiecs (Aldines).. .
Bound Vol. "Gem", 308-333 .. 55 3% i %
Bound Vol. "Gem", 346-397 ..
Bound Vol. "Magnet", 300-345 and four odd carlier
numbers in add.ition 50 copies in all . .

-
.

Bound Vol. "Magnet" 449-501, 52 copies. .. o
Bound Vol. "Magnet" 204-229, 26 copies. .. ..
Bound Vol. "Magnet" 502-553, 52 copies. % %
Bound Vol. "Magnet" 554-605, 52 copies. .. ..
Bound Vol. "MEgnct" 398-448, 51 copies. .. ..
Bound Vol. "M‘agnet" 1142-1 37, 26 copies.

Bound Vol. "Boys Realm Football Lib"™ 1-26, 1909.
Also majority loose copi.. "Magnet" 450 to 1683

and "Gem" 450-16 e o wi
Nearly all S.0.L' s bc.twoen 30 and 411. i ae
Complete run "Detective Weekliea" 1-375 .o e

A1l Goods in  PERFECT CONDITION with Covers

Definite best offers will be given .. Cash must
accompany all orders .. e .e o .. .e

2,500 "Nelson Iees” from 1/- to 1/6 each - dated
1918-1933 .. e e £ - . - e

BILL lﬁARTIN

93, Hillside, Stonebridge Park,
ndon, . N.W,10.
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kditor, Wiscellqneous Scction
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchengc,
C/o Centrel Hegistry, Northern Commend, York.

FLO¥ THE EDITO'S CH.IR:

In ¢ Pix. I'm writing my chet for the October number
beforc the Szptember one is out! The rerson - my long-looked—
forwerd-to helidey, &nd the necessity to look well shead, Thenks
to kind co-operztion from the dupliceting ogency the Scptember
number should be sefely ewry before I go. In the ordinery way
of ‘things I wrke it o kind of religion to do som: work on the
nmegezine every dey thet dewns. But I won't vow to do thet
whilst in London town. Not thet I shzll be awey from it allj
hexdly likcly, is it? The point is I want to deliver some
copy before I go ond it's not mueh use if it doesn't include
this pert. Then when I get back I cen #dd the rest, including
en sccount of my expcriences, end do my utmost to have this
issue owey obout the usual time. If I haven't quite succeeded
I hope you will say, "Well, we'll excusc him, the fellow
deserved his holidsy." ——

4 kemarksble Collection: Somewhere in this issue you wil

see en edvert. from Mr. H. C. H. Price for five Sexton Blake
Libreries. Only five, but there's & very specisl resson why
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hz is snxicus to got thom, for if he suceee’s he will heove comd
plete sets of 711 three scries; over 1300 in £11. Thet must
b. semething of # record. You kmow whet it is though when
you went just two or three numbers out of meny. You cen get
the one just before, or that immedistely =fter, but the covete
one cludes you. So heve » hesrt, you fellows, if you have
ray of the wented five.

The ".nmual"™ Will be Pecked Tight: Since our 1lest issue
I hove reccived John Medereft's"Serials from Victorish Boys'
Journels" . His contribution lest yerr come out high in the
populerity stekes, so will this one I guess when the new voting
tekes plece.

Then from "/, T,Thurburn comes » long #nd extremely intereg-—
ting ~rticle on "Bold Robin Hood". He reviews the numerous
stories thet have bien written about the frmous outlew, wry br
to Piecrce ugen, with specirl sttention to the 88 ildines. .nd
there's something from Peter Welker, but I refer tc thet in
Hemiltonis. Yes, T feel more confident it's zoing to be ¢
good .nnurl.  Heve you ordered your copy yet?

L

The Other Union Jrck: A8 one keenly intercsted. in the
euthors of old I, neturelly, reed with intense enjoyment
Welter Webb's srticle in my collesguc's scction lrst month.
It wes o greet score for Blekiens. That “Irlter hed to scy
rbout Petrick Morris, for instence, wes » rerl revelestion. I
shoul? just like to mention, howuver, thot Telter fell into
one little error. I 4id exectly the seme = few yerrs ego. It
wes over £ stotement in sn esrly #4. Union Jeck thet R.7.B2llrh—
tyne wns rn editor of the Union Jrck. Truc, he wag, but it
wes of thet other U.J., the comprrrtively short-lived one of
the 1880's, usurlly lmown ¢s Henty's Union Jzck. myone coulfl
be prrdoned for misrerding the stotement , for the Hormsworth
editor of the time did not meke it na cleer os he might bave
A0Ne . fetur1ly, R. M. Bellentync died: Wafore the U.J. we sre
interested in wes borm. -

.nywey, jolly good stuff, Welter.

Yours simcercly,
HERBZRT LECK NBY.
P.5. Since writing the rbove I Heve received Horry Homer's

erticle on the femous "Confederestion" U.J, series for the Annulel.
Goshl it's greert, #nd I'm lost in rdmirstion for the enormous
emount of work he must heve put into it.
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POPUL.R P.PERS OF THE PLST

No.lC. "'i‘ha Rocket"
Feb, 14, _1923 - hug. 16, 1924 - 79 numbers.

By. Herbert Leckenby

"The Rocket" shot off to » promising stert, but fizzled
out somewhet dismelly efter e run of only 79 weeks. On eccount
of its name, maybe, it wes given ¢ cover of many cclours; the
mest-head showed the title in red on » yellow background, end
the seversl pictures were in green, yellow, red end blue, in
sddition to s boxing photogreph in black end white. To com—
plete, » border of expleding rockets snd mrny sters. It wes
£11 very cye-erresting, but, truth to tcll, #s en exgmple of
the colour printer's ort it could not compere with the pictur-
esque Dick Turpin -Clsude Duvel ildines of 20 yeers corlier.

The coming of the "Rocket" was, no doubt, & result of the
striking success of the "Chempion" leunched # yesr cerlier, rnd
the intervening "Pluck". The sizc wes som.whet umisual -
longer but slightly nerrower then its two compenions, in other
words lerger than the Meghet, but smeller then the rather un-
wieldy Boys' Friend.

There were 28 peges, including the cover, rnd full rdven-
tege wes tasen of every inch of sprce. There wes certainly
vyrlue for twopence so for ss quentity wee concerned. The
editor, in its esrly deys st lerst, wes enterprising, dynsmic’
F Jddington Symonds, end in every line you could discern the
guiding hend of his friend end mester, Lrthur Brooks (4.C. Mar-
shell), onc time editor of the Big Budget, end most loveble of
men. :

I have No.l Before me es I write, end if I hed been Tre—
viewing it on the dey it was published, I should have foretold
¢ succesaful future, for its comtents would heve scemed just
the thing for the boys of the period. The stories, in the
main, fulfilled the editor's slogen "off the treil yerns", they
got ewsy with o -bang from the word go; good, cleen thrills,
without the sbsurdities of the present:.dey boys! ,gsners.

The first story in thet No.l was "Cyclone 5idif It was
described as "The First Greet Non-Stop Yern of this Whirlwind
Serics"; eond this perticular one bore the gub-title, "The
piretes of the Pole", authur Reid Thitley.

Next ceme the stert of e serisl "The Temple of Thrills"

by Rupert Dreke. It bid fair to live up to its title.
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Followed "The Cowboy 'Tec" intrcducing "Lone-Hend Lorrimen";
snother serius sterting off with "The Desert Rider". Seid to bg
written by Joke Denvers, doubtless a pen-neme.

The next four peges were occupied by "The Golden Ledder",
a serirl of = rether different type, described =s ". Rerl Humarn
Interest Drems of e Boy's Rise to Fome." It was written by
Reymond Lee, acturlly E. Le Breton Mertin, » very populer esuthgr
of = rether earlier dej, especially on the "Big Budget". The
ortist Fred Holmes hsd slso worked for thet peper.

Still enother seriel "Chums of the Clyde" by Captein
Malcolm Arneld, sn suthor whe I believe hed e right to the
military renk, for he had written m"n\v yarns of ermy life with

the reel etmosphere. e £, 5
Finelly, sc fer as sterz.es were concerned, ceme "The Pzople
of the Abyss™. This ren to six pesges, three columns to =

poge, set solid in small, too small, type, much in wogue ot
the time. The euthor's neme is indistinct on my copy, but
it looks like Hertley Tremeine. The ertist wes J. H. Vealde,
o busy men in those deys.-

In szddition to 211 this fiction, this big number con-
teined ¢ picture competition, "Tzlepice", puzzles, jokes, o
free photo Siki v. Cz rp\.ntier, ond last but by no meens leest,
& pege of editoriel chet under the hesding "Sparks". Actuelly,
it cume on page two. In my opiniocn = boys' prper wes not comt
plete without an editor's.chet, snd when therc wes one T
Jdnweriaskly reed it first. - It is something sedly lecking in
| the few boys' woeklies on the bookstells to-dey.

The chet in the "Rocwet" wes written, of course, by'

F. hddington Symonds, end friendly, lively stuff it wes, =2 °
gontrast to the somewh t schoolmasterly mennor of qm.xot:.c
Hemilton Edwerds of on esrlier dey.

This, then, wea No. 1 of. the "Rocket",ompthe foce of it &
peper With e very promising futyre. = For .the min‘of the first
vol‘-mt-, there wes precticaldy nc chenge in style except thet
wﬁ;h 5ome numbers the cover hed one large picture-insteed of »
m;m'ber of smell. ones. The single ones were more effective.
'Here ere some of the stories picked at rendom, which appgered
in succeeding rumbers.

. “The Trsil of the Perisher", This weg written by Gilber.
Chester; well-known to Blrke fens.
"The Black Clew" by Ernest Wooton.
"Qutlaws of the Mist" by Singleton Pound, an old suthor, this,
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populcr in the he'pemny drys cf the "Union Jeck".
"The Crime King" by Rcbert Stendring, end"Frczen Gold", suthor,
L. H. 8. May.

In No.21 e ster festure wee o long complete story by thet
brilliont, cherming but weywerd chorscter, the lote Gwyn Evens,
fondly remembered for his bizarre Sexton Bléke yerns. This
one in the Rocket was typicel of him; its title, "The Vengesnce
of Pharaoh", which tcld of "Denger" Dene, the Cyclonc Sleuth?!
P.cr Gwyn! L tragedy he died before his time.,

Stertin. with No.l3, the title of the editor's chot wes
chenged tc "I Sey", encther exemplc of the influence of the
0ld "Big Budget" for the editor's-column therein was nemed the
sroe, A - T

But there wes s mere importent connection with thet long
dead poper, for in No.l0 thire commenced ¢ new serisl entitled
"The Potter's Heritege". The suthor wes given os Cerras Yorke
but thet wes just conc of the pen-nrmes of the 0ld editor of
the "Big Budget" himself. There's trae romence in reel life
in thet situntion, the young editor employing the older one,
the man who hed teught him 211 he knew en? to whom he owed so
much. "
Four other scrizls sterted during the run of Vol.I,
nIsles of Gold" by Prul Hotspur (sctuslly Lester Bidstom, ¢
Iiverpuol schuolmester); "The Vrlley of Secrets" by Vincont
Asrmitege; "The Two-Gun Sheriff" by Jake Donvers; snd "The
Lure of Ophir." Eerle Denesfcrd wos given ss the suthor of
the letter, but thet, of course, wes only ancther neme for the
gditor, F. .Jddington Symonds.

In th: lest number of the voluwe * new seriel wes
anncunced to stort the following week, "The Painted Deeth",
by Tiel Scyer. Compiata sturies for the seme number vere
"The Creeping Terror"; "The Bullion Robbers"; end Vegebond
Vel — Knight Errantt(Gwyn Dvens). .

48 I heve said, 1 ern go no further then Vel.I, but I
think I heve told enough to prove thet for s third of its
cereer at lesst, the "Rocket" wos e reel live, go-cherd peper,
running just the kind of stories boys love., ‘hy then did it
die sc young? Mcybe it wes thet once sgein “three's ‘2 crowd’,
thet pocket money would mot run to the "Chempion", "Pluck™ =
and the "Rocket" (to say nothing of "Young Britein" which hed
come under the seme control) and thet thorefore the younger
#rother hed to go.
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‘|'#egnet, in tbsorutely mint condition, guersnteed by Mr.L.

1 5. Vennimore, 25 Byron ivenuc, Test Hounslow, Ifi3dlesex.
\rHere-is- @ speeirl reeson for this snle.

T think it morc likcly though thet scmeonc hed e craving
tc try =nd compete with the Thomson peners by imitsting them,
rnd thet meent the contrcl cf the "Rocket" pessed. out of the
nends of Mr. iddington Symonds. With him would go the inti-
mete touch,-the link between editor snd reader, the tributes
to ruthors end artists, for the publishers over the Berder
cere nothing for  these. But thet's just my opinion, meybe
1'm prejudiced, for I loved just those things.in the povers
I renrd when e boy. " % :

“iNTED: Sexton Blrke, Libraries lst series, 13 end 23, 2nd
series 405, 407 #nd 513. Also collecting Beys' Friend
Libreries. Whetiheve you? ¥.C.N, Price, 22 Northdown liced,
rd!‘l‘gf‘te! Kent. ’

T.NTED: All Beck Numbers of C.llecters' Digest. .ilso .nnuelsy
Tlso wented, Megneis No's 1250, 1257, 1290. Your price prid.
5. Smyth, 1 Brondon Street, Clove'ly, N.S5.W., Justrelis.

WANTED: Union Jeck (in good condition) issues during yeers
1920-1924 inclusive. Josephine Pockmen, 27 rchdele Road,
Best Dulwich, Londen, S.E. 22.

W.NTED: Mervel (1d) No. 393. Boys' Frienmd Libreries (1st
series) Ho's 1, 2, T, 6, 109, 119, 122, 130, 142, 154, 159.
169, 182, 184, 188, 196, 203, 208, 225, 245, 293, 395, 595.
‘1sc Cheer Buys Cheer, 1d. Weekly, 211 numbers. E. Blight,
"Srndhills", Constentine 3ey, St. Merryn, Cornwall. .

T NTED URGHUNTLY: Gems iets 819 snd 946. Josephine Pockmen,

27 irchinle Road, Gest Dulwich; London, S.E.16.

Iibreries

7/6 ench offered for sy cf the following MORSTTRY
in good cundition: 1, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,49.
L. Peckmen, 27 irchdele itced, E. Dulwich, S.E.22.

FOK SAIE. T6 ‘the Highest Bidder. No. 2, (1d) Gem. No.2,

peckmen, Helf proceeds of scle to the 01d Boys' Book Club.

Look cut for en srticle shortly on en emazing
collection. ' .




281

“Hamdiltonial:

‘T —Controlled by Herbcrt Leckenby

In the golden deys of the "Gem" snd the "Mognet" the
editors were frequently ssked, "hy don't the charncters grow
older?"  On such occesions the editors, especielly H. 4. Hintd
would reply fecetiously #nd drew » fenciful picture of Bob
Cherry with & berrd, or ierk ILinley hobbling along on crutches .
Well, thet of course wes-no enswer st all. You don't quelify.
for the old ege pénsion es svon es you leeve school. 5

inywey, it olwoys has been en interesting subject on whicH
to let one's foncy plaif%‘or 01l the charscters were so life—

like thrt one could not/w ndering whot might have heppened to
them if they had pessed on from the world of school. TJe've %
all ‘met old schoolfcllows st some time or other #nd get chetti
sbout "There did so-and-so get t0?".  "Remember Smithy? Hets
doing jolly well,". rnd-so on. : “nl how interesting you find ilt.
Well, this is-just by way of ‘en introduction to the articlle
for the immuel from Peter Welker. He desls with the subject,
but he approaches.it.from £ new engle. . I'11 just whet your
anpetites. He hes just settled down for e trein journcy from
Bristcl tc London, when threec more.prssengers get in - two men
end ¢ lady. The three start chatting ond to his estonishmont
Peter reelises he is unavoidably listening to Herry “herton,
Frenk Nugent, end Herry's wife, formerly Mrrjorie Hazeldene.
Peter gets drewn into the conversetion snd scon is leerning =1}
thet hes-hoppened to meny of the other frmous oncse, including
those once of St. Jim's. For instence, he hears thet old
Dr. Locke died scm. yerrs sgo t the venersble age of 82, rna
thot Mr. Quelch is still alive but living in retirement. That
Dlircy - but thot's as fer ss I'11 go. Even though we know thq
cherecters sre just where they were, Peter's fantesy reeds so
neturslly thet it quite intrigues me ond I feel sure it wiil

hen read it, ~.ufter el1, we're al] septimentriists
1a';rgulwsho g:'t be writing this, or you raa%mg- E%. ¥

+ + + +
For e period in the heydey of the Gem #nd the Megnet
readers' back number wents were publighed. It wrs interesting
to note the great demsnd for certein stories: "Bob Cherry in
egerch of His Father'; "Figgy's Fig Pudding"; end "Bob

herry's Barring-Out" wers ¢e I perticulsrly rememmer. A4t
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the tims, of courss, hundreds of stories hed not been written,
omd the vogue wes more for single stories rather then "series" |
1 wonder which wes the most popular "complete in one number"
story end the mcst socught efter "series". Judging by my post-
beg, where the latter's concerned, ‘I should sey ‘the irresist-b]
fentestic, intriguing'Bunter Court" would be high in the list.
Whet do you think? . .
+ + +

Petcr Welkeri ghint  Here's encthér' erticle he Hent me
sume ‘time ego.  It/contrins no stetistics, but my post-bag
fells me Hemiltoniens in prrticuler love this-kind of thing,
for when he reletes 80O whimsicelly how beshful he wes sbout
buying his Megnet, meny of ‘them will sey involunterily, "Just
1ike me.'" More 'then once I heve hed letters from new-comers
who, in ssidng me if I cen help them to get some Megmete or
Gems, edd, "I went them for my son.” I have smiled to myself
ond seid, "I wonder." Meyb: there's been o son in the offing
but when frther hes got to lmow me better — well, it's evident
it isn't 'onlff‘somty who's onjoying the @¢em or the Mrgnet .

* ' anywry, hire's Peter's pisce, I haven't even deleted
vhet he seys ebout myself. :

THESE NAMES (\KE NE'S

By Poter Ai. “Talker

During the letter part of the 193C's, when the buckstslls
rnd newaegents were still graced by the presence of the "Megne
1; sh zduly, with whrt I wos plessed to believe, ~n odult mind
used tu almost.furtively slink into e certein newsegent!s snd .
whisper: that T wanted the "Megnet". - I then slunk. out, with. =
it covered by the current issues of the Refioc Times #md The:
IAstener, #nd only cpened it in' the privacy of my oWn home
lote thot might. Week by week these copies were collected
together. T meen the Magnets, not: the Redio Times!  /ind
tucked ewey ¢t the back of the cupboerd were the hendful T hed
seved 80O preciausly since 1920 and 1921. Amongst these were
» few pdd copies deting back tc 1914. .
- Ocoosionelly these sow the light of day, when en over-
whelming surge of nogtelgia uvertook me, end once. more I lived
in the world of Greyfrisrs #nd St. Jim's. . On fine summer's
‘3sys 1 retired to e sunny corner -off my gerden ond-re-reed -
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"The House-master's Hemecoming," rnd #s Christmas anproached
I stoked up the fire, and emberked once more with Herry “iharto:
& Co. to the South Sess, or revelled in the "Ghost of St.Jim'g",
This little collection of Mrgniets end Gems stood #8 2 reminder
of heppy .dsys.

But - 2nd this is most importsnt — nobody knew enything
sbout 1t except me!l This little hobby of mine wes my Secret.
I olone wes the only mon in the United Kingdom who collected
Mognets end Gems. They were bought snd rerd and kept in the
seme menner s Skinner's 1ittle emokes behind the woodshed .
This was my hobby. . sort of personcl weakness.  Just
imegine, ms, & merrfed men, rerding end snjoying boys! pepers!

Still, tasre it wes, ond etill ist  4s you may well
imegine, my wife lifted on smused syebrow - snd still does!

But - thet swfully parsonsl snd ‘somewhet furtive hobby
is epporently indulged in by others! end peny others!

The sstounding thing sbout it too, is that it is quite open
end cbove bogrd. They cven hold exhibitions showing off the
whele thing tce the worldl

“hich brings me to the point that the Collector's Digest
reverls the faot thet schoolmesters, doetors, clergymen,
business men, civil servents, ertists ond both meles end
femeles collect lisgnets end Gems. hs I romerked in o
previous ertiele, nothing in comnection with this hobby gives
80 ruch pleasure s rerding the letters which resch me from
sc meny good friends. Thuse deys they come from not only the
British Isles, but Conedeviend South Lfrice.

The ‘nnusls, ss 11 C,D. enthusissts Imow, give complcte
lists of #11 cur frns' names end whererbouts, snd luring the
leong winter evenings this list sfforded me much enjoyment end
emusement .

I condidered, for instence, thet Mr. Leonard Packmen, the
encrgetic ond esteemcd Cheirmen of the London 01d Boys!' Book
Club, might, ¢t thrt moment be immersed in the exciting odvens
tures of the Toff, meking his wey towords the bomd thet might
explode any 8eéthd, end successfully removing it before the
srrivel of the trcop trein. Or, zlternetively, he might be
compiling & 1ist of the cccupents of the studies in the Hemove
ot St. Frénk's. Or rgein, he might be browsing through -
encient Megnet titles, fortified by the knowledge that
Nrs. Peckmen wes by hie side +tc help.

The nonthly ectivities of the L.0.B.B.C. rs described by
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Mr. Ben Thiter mcke intcresting rerding, ~nd one wonders who
ere these pecple whose nemes sppesr regularly in print? Ben
Thiter, Bob 7hiter, Iric Fayne, John Medorsft.....

The pupils of Mr. Fayne, swey down st Surbiton, Surrey,
must essuredly be omongst the luckicst boys in the world.
Fency heving e master who loves the Magnet end Gem! My mind
goes back to the days when I stole furtive glences =t the
Megnet from underneeth my desk 1id. ini I remember heving
oy shining new Gem confiscated from under my very nose by sn
irete master. Probebly, however, cven Mr. Feyne “ces not
permit this type of Gem snd Megnet rerding! But there is no
doubt that his beys rre corteinly lucky people.

One cen imsgine members of our clan, es they wrlk down
the strect, being pointed out by hero-worshipping boys, in
the same wey thet Compton or Hutton is pointed cut., "Look,"
they excitedly whisper. in rwe-struck tones. "Look - there's
Compton or Edrich or Hutton! Gct his 1000 runs in Uey "
They might equrlly stere ot Len Prckmen or Erie Feyne, and in
the seme awe-struck whisper, "Look, Len Packmen! Got his
1000 Goms last yeeri"

Such is feme!l

It is indecd gretifying to notc the alergy smongst our
nemhers . It is more then gratifying o know thot they find
relexetion in reeding Frenk Richerds. . There is one thing
pretty certein rbout r11 these people who form our circle of
collectors. They must be hoppy people, who know how to gat
the best cut of life. ‘n exemple sopeers to be Mr., Pesrd
Sutherlend in far oway Vencouver, in Censdr., This gontlemen
has been good encugh to send me his photigreph which reverls
£ heppy, smiling personslity, suitebly surrcundcd by Megnots
end Goms fnd & very chorming smell daughter. It is nice te
know thet these Censdiens esn epprecizte English life 28 is
portrayed by Mr. Hemilton.

L lwey up in Yorkshire st Full, to be vrecise, is

Mr. Leslic Brenton, o gentlemsn with whom I corresponi quite
2 lot. ' I hoveé never seen him, #nd it is doubtful if I ever
shell.  Yet I'feel thet I kmow him well. . I have mo ides
whet h: looks like - he tells me that it is Just es well -
but I do know thet if it hedn't been for the Collectors!
Digest, I &hculd heve missed some ‘most sgreesble and enter—
teining correspondence. I have » notion thet he is tel1,
wears hér‘n-riumed'apectaclas, flamnel trousers and o sports
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jocket, rnd might be mist-ken for ¢ University don.

It is interesting to reficet on how onc becrme srwere that
other people actuslly collected Megnets end Gems. In my cose
I wall resember how, whilst in the Services in 1943 I wes !
sstunished tc read sn rdvertisement for Megnots in the "Exchenge
and Mert". L8 e result cf scme correspondence I wes contect-—
ing o Mr. Jrck Corbett of Birmingham who has been guod cnough
tu, scnd me frequent copies of the Stery Pemer Miscelleny".

In meny weys I om aore indebted to lir. Ccrbett then rnjr-
body for iputting e wise" in the mettor of "The Collectors'
Digest" within e couple of issues of its cereer.

I know Lr. Corbett to be. @ '_1§wer of Teston—super-iere",

byt wifortunetely we heve never yet met,  Some time £go en

erticle on fir. nuelch by Dr. “Hlson of Glosgow gave metgrest

pleasure. t R fng ) UL ERE B :
One. cfn well imegine, in those aMys of "Netibnel’ Ith,:

the relief Dr. 7ilscn must obtein frol his scenty leisure hoursg
with hisg lVegnets. Tt is nice to ref}_'ect ‘thet whilst Dr.Wilsgn
i busy diegnceing temsilitis in soms unfortunete patient,
he is wonderin whethir The Bowddersucceoted in nogotisting
the fence round the Throe Fishers, ond s looking forwerd to
.the next Megnet in the serice. T+ ¢ T . ;
__ "So fer I heve not had the ‘henour of meeting ‘our tireless
¢d itor, lr, Ferbert Leckenby. Since umberking on his editor-
ship, lir. Leckenby hes, os the seying goés, got oround ' bit.
He ie weil known in London, he hes broedcest from Leeds. - In
his enthusirsm for the hcbby he-is tiréless. -

“Oné orn well imcgine the violemt cctivity in the Yurk
typing end dupliceting fgoney 8 _thé C /D, goes to press cech
month. nd whet ¢ gigentic task Herbert wades through efch

month whea the time crrives.to despeteh .cll those C.D's to
their subeeribersh. Ouite. fremkly, I.don't kmew how Herbert
| .doze it. I em sure thet oech month when the C.D. is slipped
fhrough the lstter-box, e mew vest ermy of "C D-ites" breeth
_8.little praypr that Herbert hes once more risen td the ocer—
.eion. P . W
This Joes not decry the efforts of Mr. Meurice Bond, who,
in his quict, but . effsctive way, contributes his Blake quote
with reguliarity end charm. I sm not & :gréat Bleke fen my-
self, but like most C.D. fens have reed him o greet deel yeers
.egou, end I em & firm edmirer of the drewings of Fric .Periker.
‘But I do know thet despite little suppord Meurice contiives
to bring the true Birke stmosphere into his most regde'qlel
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scetion of the Collectors' Digest.

Most C.D. reeders hive & lot of resson to thenk thcir
lucky sters for the existence of KMr. Willism Msrtin of Stone-
bridge Perk, N.7.10. His rubber stemps must be on countless
hundreds of Gems #nd Magnets. Good luck to him, snd long mey
he continue tc supply our long felt wents! .

For meny yeers I heve been 2n sdmirer of Mr.Frenk Pettingpll
.end ‘I om sure thet all members .of the clen of collectors are
‘delighted to heve this distinguished ector in their circle.

I have scen Mr. Pettingell on stsge end screen, and have hcard
him severel times on the air, one of his best performences

' surely being the 0ld Yorkshire industrialist in J.B, Priestley's
."in Inspector Cells”. : ;

With such e veriefy of distinguished proféssions’ repre-
sented in our circle, 3 mrkes one reslise that our hobby
isn't such &n sdolesceet one os many people may think.

; I wes most intoresked tc see a photogreph of Mr. L. .
Lewson in the Leeder of ¢ few months sgo. Mr, Lewson is, I
understend, the oldest member of our group, and T only hope I
look #8 happy end contented in enother thirty odd yeers.

This will probebly depend on whether the Kremlin permits
the re—publication of the Mognet snd Gem! It is something of
a relief to consider thet nemes like Herry Tharton, Tcm Merry,
Smithy, Levison, Crrdew,.Bob Cherry, Sexton Blake, Nelson Lee,
still live, despite the edvent of the Keiser, Fitler, Mussolinf,
end now No,l disturber of the pesce, Joseph Stelin.

MAGNET TITIES {Continued)

401, Bunier's inti-tuck Cemprigns 402, The Midnight Msreuders
403, Streight-es e Die; 404, Going the Poce; 405, The Remove
Eleven on Tour; 406, Theé Conjurcr's Captive; -~ 407, The Jepe of
Tthe Sessony 408, The Hebels of the Remove; 409, Barry Thertch
& Co's Prntomime; 410, Bunter the Masher; 411, The Bounder's|
“|Relepge; 412, Rezeldene's Honour; 413, Thé Schoolboy Specu—
latory 414, Bob Cherry's Challenge; 415, The Colonel's Cup;
416, Fought for snd Won; 417, Foes of the Sixths 418, Shield-
ing- n_Scapegrace; - 419, Coker's Engogement; 420, Flooring Fishy;
421, Sidmer the-Skipper; 422, His Highness; ' 423, When Friems
‘|Fall’out; 424, The Moiled Fist et Greyfrisrs; 425, Mcky
De ‘e’ Luck; 426, The Terrible Two; 427, False Evidence;
4265 The Uppér Hend; 429, Coker's Conscript; 430, The Forbidden
Efg“'%! 431, Phe Toro of Greyfriers: 432, The Boy from South T
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Olo Boys. Book Club

London, Eost Dulwich Moeting. iugust 27th,

Returning efter ¢ fcrtnight's browsing rmongst the old
beck shops of Dublin, Belfest end the Isle of Msn,it is with
greet plecsure thet I report the letest cheirmen's meeting.
Following Eric Feyne's greet effort of lest month so ably ro-
ported by brother Bub, it wes with plessure thet e scorc of
members assembled st Len's populer rendezvous. His sble
pertner, J.sie, fresh, sfter her efforts in both Hemdiltonde end
Blekisne, had devised ¢ real difficult quiz. This wes con-—
ducted first and coused quite o good desl of serious thinking
by the perticipents. Genial Charlie VWright deferted the strong
field by cmessing ¢ totel of 23 points, with Bob Blythe, Bob
end Ben Thiter shering 2nd place with 11 points., Creditable
mention mst be given to John Gerl and that formideble chellen—
ger from the Nerthern brench, Clive Simpson, whe ezch hed 9
points. Truly some good efforts in 2 very difficult yet
populer quiz.

The usuel formel business wes soon dealt with end o good
finaneirl report wos given by the treesurer.

The cheirmen oxpressed his thenks for the guod Tesponsc
to his request of lsst month sbout members bringing clong meny
duplicetes etc., for the ssle £nd exchenge. Good business wes
dene rnd he esked the gothering to try end bring supplies tc
the Hove meeting. y

The g.od news about Bub Blythe wes well received rnd on a
propcsel by the sccretery end seconded by the cheirmen it was
agreed to unenimously thet the club obtein end send him o
supply of the Nelson Lee coloured crested notepeper that our
own Jeck Yuod is in & position-to-supply.

' hnother unanimous vote wgs thet o copy of every Frenk
Chchards hook published be purchased znd circuloted round the
members for their perusel.

This brought vne of the kfghlights of the evening es
chairmen Len ennounced the postel .members bsollot. Six books
were drewn for cnd the fortunste winmers were.J. Wood,

E. Londy, R. Jones, E. Blight, W. Orr,sond Robly. These Wwooks
will ®e dispetched £s soon as published. The postal members®
quiz is in the course of preperstion, so =211 thes‘e nmembers sre
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edvised to brush up their knowledge of the hobby in resdiness.
i4nd so ¢ memereble meeting ‘come tc o close with » hosrty
vote of thcnkz'- 4o the host.-rnd hostess,

Lttendence un.t‘. good despite the holidey seeson wes Len
end Josie Prckmen,.C. #nd 0, Wright, R. snd M. Descon, J. Gerl,
W. Lewson, ¢:Wellis, Hobby, Herry Homer, F. Keeling, K. South—
wood, 1. Stewert, b 3% Hurrell, R. Godseve, Cl:we Simpson,

E. Reyzwlds, R. rm B, ""l’hitl.l‘.

BINJ WIW G, 'TITIT_ER.

013 Boyéi Book club T ge
"Flerect Iova" 8

The club hrs hed some very memoreble meetings in the pest,
bu.t nene to surpess the one ot Hove, Sussex on Suptember 17th.
Once egein ¢ heppy porty of members, with the worthy chéirmen,
Len Packwen, in commend, left Victoris steation bound for the
"New House' by kind inv:l.tz-tlun of Dr. Holmes, nliss Robby. A
splendid run down was fcllcwew‘kby 2 grend walk ~long the
Brighton freft to Hove, the hervy sess running ond the high
wind giving the perty s keen rppetite. In fecot, the wind
reminded the vicu-president, "Our Herbert", of his netive York—
shire moors. Tell, the hour epprorched for mceting time, the
well-loved figure of Robby sppeored, s#nd scvon we were on our
woy to the "New Hoise". On the woy we were joined by the
doyen of the club, Arthur Lewsun, who hed come down by o later
trein.  On erriving we were s-on instolled in ¢ grend room end
efter some get-tcgether conversetion, cheirmen Len opened pro-
cecedings with » few woll chosen z-emprk,a ‘“bout our wnrthy . vices
presidont, end £ note: tf thanks to the' fmst end hostess.  Our
Herbert was then ohiled upon to give his bddress snd: this he
did"in » right good mraer. Mo strted how plessel he wes to
be wij;h us opee egein. © Continuing, he spoketof his round of
ye\riqus members .including the meeting of Rex Dolphin
£t the Arsenel Stadium, the visit to the latter being erranged
by @nother,, Bl"km. fon, Herry. Eemo;. Ho doubt Herbert's worthieg
pen\will‘,describe -his heppy times elsewhere... .Furthermore he
snokl of the pest eyents, wiz. the formstion of the Northern
Brancp, his B.B.C) brosdesst; the forthcoming Leéds Exhibition,
end., the grend publicity in the northern newapapers ~He sdressed
th.e fesst of good things thet would eppeer in the "Imnuel" zngd.
spid it weuld ‘we the best sc fer. To this grend address




289
Len Pecknrn sultebly renlied ond thrnked Herbsrt for rll his
good work. 4 telegrem wes then reed from the President,
Frenk Richerds, wishing the meeting every success, ~nd ¢ very
heppy time.

The usuel formel business wes then disposed of, snd the
compeny retired to & feed thet would have gladdened the hesrts
of #11 the fet boys of the old beoks we love so well. -Kay
snd her willing bend of helpers ore to be congretulsted on such
o splendid repest. During the feasting the house of surprises
ps friend Hylton put it, wes greetly enjoyed. The musicel
boxes, clocks and stereoscopic viéwers-with photogrephs of last
yeor's gothering, Were greatly edmired. Returning to the
.meeting.room, businwsé wes resumed.  The better supply of books
4o postal members wes to be sully discussed et the next meeting

The quiz then followed end the result wes & very populer
one, a8 & copy had been sent to Bob Blythe end he had the most
points, 12 to be correct. A foregone conclusicn wes the
filling of second place by Len Packmen; you cennot keep him
down on ¢ld boys' book kmowledge. - He hed 11 points, -nd then

ceme K. Crollie end Bob Lhiter with ten poimts each. Two other
good performers were Herbert end his host-Cherlie, who, no
doubt, hied burned gquite £ lot of midnight oil discussing our
hobby. Hobby then oresented thée prizes end then Peerl White
cometinte her own as Robby showed 2 couple of episcdes of
wphe Exploits of Eleine", which weére greatly emjoyed by e fully
apbrecirtive sudience. R i
o5 Twi new members were announced ahd these were G.W. Fuller
onid”H.C.N.Price. The latter gentlemem -has all-the Sexton . .
Bleke libreries except five. ‘ i
Next meeting will be rt 706, Lordship Lene, Weod Green,
‘Lowdon,t N.22, on’ Sundey Octobér ISgh. ? : ,
.nd so enother chepter in the history of the hcbby clcaed
with' Robby seeing-us off to the Tbus ¢re cPtching our verious
treins. - . : % 3 .
"'’ ittendence: Herbert Leckenby, Len,Josie end Flesnor
packmen, Cherlie and Olive Wright, Jahn ond Mrs. Gesl,.
~ oo Lewson, Herry Homer, Fylton-Flatman, .Roger .Scuthweod,
Ron Crellie, E. Heynolds, Bob end- Ben Whiter, Robby . Key,
Elpine, little Julie, Josn and fngele.
BSNJAMIN G. WHITER.
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0171 Boys' Book Club

Northern Section ,
sugust 26th, 1950, 239 Hyde Prrk Ri., Leeds.

The Chrirmen opened the meeting promotly at 6.30 p.m.
We were pleased to see there Herold Ogden from Manchester, snd
Herry Dowler of ccurse wes there from the seme place. Tt
couldn't be a meeting without Herry. .

The minutes of the previous meeting were res? by the
Becrctery ond the Treasurer:mede his report. .
The question of holding e meeting et the-time of the
‘Exhibition wes discussed. Theré wes 2 strong feeling in fevoug
| of it, so Saturday September 30th wes fixed. Tt wes thought thdt
members could visit the Exhibition in the ofternoon, then go
on to Hyde Park RTtoed, thus meking a reel geod dey of it. i

The Secretery reported thet owlng to the holideys he hed
not been sble to sce the City Librerisn rzcently, but it wes
understood- e11 books on show would be in zlass ceses, ond undex
supervision, end thet members would be oble to visit the Libreyy
on Sundey, Sept. 24th, to srrenge the ley-out. S.F..amitege
sromised to get advanced publicity into severel locsl pepirs.

Herry Dowler then gev. en interesting t:1k on thet grand
old peper, the "Boye' Fricnd", ¢ telk which wes rmch enjoyed,

Bill Sewyer reported that whilst in' London he hed hed &
chat with M. Cherles Skilton and thet ss & result, forthcoming
Bunter Books weuld be sveilsble to members ab e redused nrice,
probebly 5/6. Membirs who could not ettend mcetings' could
apply to him by post. .

Refrcshments were thun teken and ?ftc—rgrerds the® Librerien
| g0t busy. . - .

‘Members present: Misg Vera Costes, Horry Dowler, Harcld
Ogden, Herry Berlow, Normen Smith, Reg. Hudson, Horacc Twinham,
§. F. hrmitage, Cherlie Price, 7. L., Willismson, Gerald .llison i

end Herbert Letkenby, Northern Section Gorresvondent.
" i is gotting un. Reve YOU
.ordered | your fmnusl yot ?

idvertise in the inmuel 2d.word.
It will be reed from cover to cover.

Adwertisenent for the C.D, 14. word.
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Nelsor. see Column

(Conducted by R.bert Blythe)

211 commmicrtions tempersrily to Leonard Peckmen,
27 Lrchderle Rosad,. Eest Dulwich, S.E.22.

First .f 011, I em sure Lue-ites (end others) will be
gled to henr thet Bob Blythe is out of hospitrl. He is now
convelescing 8t home, but it will be some time before he is
able t. resume his cctivities. However, the foct that he
is with his wife end 1ittle brby son is something ALL will
rejcice in.

Inc:Ldentnll'y, the 0.B.B.C. comﬂctitive quiz held ot Hove
.n Sundey 1Tth September, o cupy ¢f which was sent to Bob,
resulted in ¢ surprise win for him - by e short hend. If
this is whet he cen do efter ¢ protrected illness, I crn
furesee scme'nice work" from him when he gets crecking in
the hobby agrin.

The"scucp" enticinrted e couple of months eg¢ hes,
unfc rtunstely, hed to be postponed. It will, however, be
fortheoming very shirtly. o

N w for encther item of grest impcrtence. Thenks to
Jeck Lweod, the second pert of the St. Frenk's "!‘tlcl(., the
first pert of which crppecred in 1rst yeor's C.D. .nmurl (by
B:cb Blythe), will be in this yesr's edition. T hove slreedy
seen the mamuscript cnd, believe mc, it's # rerl mine of
_i.ufvmtmn. Gellons of midnight oil must have been burnt
in the course of nccessery rescerch. Greet wo rk., Jeck!l

Quite 2 few collectors heve trken my tip snd bought
some Nelson Lees from Bill Mertin. His stock is guing down,
ond thuse of you who are still "wenting", should step in
while the opportunity presents itsclf. .t eny rete, there
should be no necessity to send me on S.0.S. for "Lees"!

This month sues the completion of Welsom Loe old serdes
titles. Next month will see the first botch of 1st now
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scriws titles, s<, £8 Bob viould scy, "Press on'"l

Ycor iicvellersy 553, The Schoolboy Dic
of the "uet Houscy 555, The Schoolboy Despits 556, The
Revolt of the West Houscy 557, The Fleme of Rebellions
558, The Town Commender; 559, The School Without r Mesters
560 .Leyolty Winsl; 561, The Lure of the Footlightiss

562, Stogo-Struck Archie; 563, Hendforth .n the Trriljs
564, The Triumph of Treck.tt Grim;; 565 The Stolen Ploys
566, Hrnly, Behind the Scencs; 567, St. Fronk's in Courts
568, Irncy's lount-up. ’

Iugger tcm.ve; 137, Sketers rnd Schemes; 138, The Grmoes—
aester's Ltonement3¥1l40 Septimus the Knight-Errent; 143,
Ninper's Pentomifics 146, Funton the Rekes 149, The Ghost
of Gestleke Hrlly 151, Tho St. Fronk's Bress Bendsy 152,
. Bubble Burst; 154, Sir wonty's Pinur; 156, .. Sccret
Films 159, Tho Recleiming of Rewston; 162, The Voozlem's
PBgz; 166, Petty ~nd the Frir One; 168, The Lest Leughs
170, Timothy Tucker's Triwmph; 172, The Forsg Thievess
174, The Lif. Severs.

551, The Gh: sts of Durrimorc Islend; 552, The New
tory 554, The Tyr~nj}

< Finclly, o few morc Boys!' lierlm St. Freuak's storics:-..
154, Treine? te Lese; 135, Kiv-ls awheel; 136, The

¥ Intermittent sfter He. 138.

Scturdey Cctober 28th, 6 p.m. ot 239 Fylc Pryk liood, Leeds.
If you rre th:mkme, of juining the.Club, c
.E‘._Ltiﬂ‘:- A R L. i

Hext dueting 014 boys' Beok Club, 1«'5rt.’ﬁ¢:"n Section,

olong te this

YNTED: Fratesy fiction m 214 b“ys‘ broks snd otherwise, '
Will exchrnge. - Fonry.J. H. Bf xt.ls.ft ‘Perg Fill, Shinton
Ge rge Bnup;rt Dorsct.. .

“«
"Toem derry's Own" is. ut"':

Time is getting on. Hrove YOU |
crdered. your Lnmuel yet 7
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HOLID.Y SUPRENE
By Herbert Leckenby

Tell, it's 211 over, #nd here I am biting the end of my
pen end running my hend through my heir, wondering where on
earth to stert. Inevitably it's going to be sn insdequete|

t of & marvellous hclidey. It's two o'clogk in th
;gggiu.gg‘oand I keep stering etyths clock with g mgst_y a;eesg

I think of #11 thet hes heppened snd the crowd of good fellows|
of both sexes who hed conspired to mske memorsble the visit
of & country cousin to town. My thoughts trevel beck further
to occesions when I ceme up for ¢ day snd knew not 2 single
soul. To wonder I morvel ¢t the contrest.

Well, by edding four peges to this issue I'11 try and
give some eccount of what hes happened to me. First, I mst
place something which occurred during the early pert of my
stey, © meeting with Bob Blythe. I hed expected to visit
him et the hospitel; instesd I sew him in his own home, for
heppy to relate he had returned there » dey or two before.”
I wss so pleesed to see him looking so well end cheerful in
the company of his devoted wife #nd the sturdy scn he was
seeing for the first time. Mzy he soon we sctive sgein in
the Club he did so much to bring into being.

Uren there wes thet grest occasion — the Brighton meeting.
Ben Thiter, thet energetic secretery, tells you rbout it in
his report, but I must odd my quota for it feirly shook ma.
The genercsity, cordislity, snd hospitelity of desr old Robby
end his good lady wes simply astonishing. I #m not eshemed
to ey that when T looked et thet heppy throng I felt e
tugging ot the heert strings. Mo wonder that when on
splitting up ot Victorie round sbout midnight the verdict of
us £1l wes "The vnd of e perfect dey".

Whilst there I had the pleesure of meeting for the first
time the "Fother of the House", Arthur Lewson, and also one
of our very youngest members, Roger Scouthwood. He hed
ecturlly travelled =11 the woy from Fermborough, e Jjourney
which would teke him threc or four hours essh wey. He wes
at Brighton first, too. There's enthusirsm for you.

4 t.ird member of the circle I met there for the first
time was Ron Crellie, of Romford. It wes his first visit to
¢ meeting. I've oen ides it won't be his lest. Moy I be
there on one of the occesions, Ron.

inother great thrill, with o delightful surprise in
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oddition, wrs £ visit to the ‘rsencl grie on the Srcturdey.
This thenks to tre genercsity snd scheming of thrt grest fcllow
with the beeming countenance — Herry Homer. I mzde my way to
my seat in the front row of the West stend there t find serted
in the adjoining ones - Rtex snd Mrs. Dolphin. .I h-ve corres-
ponded With Rex for ysrrs but this wes the firgt meeting.
Thet's e perfect example .f the plotting that goes on to make
memoreble £ fellow's holidey.  nd thet wean't all. . fter thd
game we were greeted by Harry Homer, who introduced us to
seversl well-known personelities, took us on a tour of the
femous "Gurmers' heedquerters, snd entertained us to tee. I
enjoyed every moment, even though I wes chaffed bacouse a York-
shire tecm hed been slrughtered.

Herc's on =ccount of rnother typieel dey. 4t 11 a.m. T
met Gric Lendy ot Liverpcol Street, renewing acqueintance sftey
two yeers. un enjcyrble chet sbout "ildines" ~ver o cup of
tes. 1-30 p.m. found me 2t Bill Mertin's where I gezed in swe
ot his vest stock, stocks #nd stecks of »11 the fevourites. I
won’er how meny cellers end eitics he hes emptied through his
enternrise during the pect few yeers. « long 'bus journey
ond st 4 ofclock I vies greeted by Tom Strype in Grays Inn foad
megic name to £11 Nelson Lee fans, 4 greet fellow. Tom! He
esccrted me to » cofo, where he-would heve me sit 2t the very
same toble I hed set et exretly e yeer before, snd where Herry
Dowler hed set in the meentimé.  Sentiment? Of course it's
sentiment, but oh how I love such touches. 6 p.m. beck st
Gruenvich where I found Chorlie Vennimere sweiting mu. Qver
tee 1 huerd something of his mervellous collection, ¢ collectign
of which you, too, will hesr something snon.

Net ¢ bol dey thetfor o votersn, but then whilst in Londod
I s¢um to be invigeroted with some Greyfriers elixir of youth.

Other memories come crowding - delightful evenings et
(mric Feync's end Jimmy Stewert-Tunter's, with Tom Setcholl
lookdng in ot the latter's, os he had done on two cerlier
ocessionsy @ return vieit to John Shew's with the minutes
speeding on wings. TR O

4nd, oh, I rustn't forget my vory first evening when my
fellow Yorkshiremsn, Clive Simpson, crme alonz to Greenwich.
"/c get jewing until the eerly hours, so much so thet Clive had
to stay t1171 breckfrat-time es it's ¢ long welk tc Twickenhom
An sbsorbing subject curs.

Another perfect afterncon with Arthur Richardson at heris]
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Huusc, Theobelds iord, telking not of syietions instesd the
golden deys of the Boys' Friend cnd other long desd papers.

The subject sgoin so fescineting thet I wes five minutes late
in my eppointment with Roger Jenkins et the liprble irch. More
tee with Roger, then o long walk through Hyde Park, Green Perk
rnd on to Weterloo, hearing on the say something ‘sbout Roger's
srticles on Vernon Smith for the Jinnurl.

né twice I had the pléssure of finding myself in that
room ot Wood Green, now elmost es femous es the fictitious ones
st Greys Inn eed end Beker Street, the room where the.0ld Boys:
Book Club first sow the light, the home of thope gtolwarts, Ben
2nd Bob Thiter, snd where now numercus trophies heng. 5

*  .n interlude wes & run to Southend tc-see the illuminations.
w11, not en interlude exrctly, for Cherlie Uright end I talked
211 the way there and all the woy, beck on the eternal subject.
Our only regret wes there wos no time to fix up cn orpointment
with Bill Colcombe.

.nd on the mejority of my journeys I wes accomponicd by
those frithful snd tireless guides, Len Peckman end Cherlie
Wiright. Len met me ot Kings Cross on my errivel, Chorlie would
have done so if he hed not hed en sppointment with the dentist.
They both seid su revoir to me on my departure. They had
plotted and planmed for déys vefere my errivel in order tc meke
1y holidey the heppicst yet. How well they succeeded! It~
went 1ike clockwork, there wes mot 2 hitch from start to finish
\jith them I must link Josie end Olive who locked efteér‘my. com-
fort in splendid frshion. It's indeéd a heevy Cebt Ivowe them

Vurily the streets of London ere peved with golden memoric
fOT CVErnure. ~ el

UAWPED ULGLNTLY: Gems No's 819 cnd 946. .Josephine Peckmon,
27 Lrchdele Road, Eest Dulwich, Iondon, S.%E.22. E

FOL SALE: 112 Detective Teeklies, No's 23-139. Only 5 capies
missing to complete run, 2 Greyfriars Holidey annuels, 1925-26
2 Chums Jnnuals, 1938-39, Offers, C. Baker, T Merine Terrsce,
Weterlco, Ceernervon.

.NTED: Union Jecks (in good condition) issues during yeers
1920-,1924 inclusive. Josephine packmen, 27 Archdale Roed,
Eost Dulwich, Léndon, 5.E.22. -~

FOI S.li: Bound volume Nelson'Lee Librery Sept.1928 to Dec.1928.
In good conditicn. Offers. Kenneth B, Show, 6 Swift Street,
Bernsley, Yorkshire.
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.show-cese, and we got going. Then they wanted o boy, so the

THE LEEDS EXHIBITION

No sooner wes I back from London thean I wes off to Leeds
to help srrenge this greet event. Reg. Fudson kindly put me
up and Sundey morning found us in o lerge, lofty hell in the
Leeds Centrel Librery, & rcom sdmirebly suited for our puspose.
Bill Sawyer, who hes worked like & Trojen to meke it a success .,
was already there, snd with him Vers Cc tes. e were joined
by Normen Smith end G rry .illison, and were soon at work fill-
ing the rows of glass cases. By tea~time we had finished, and
the result of our lebours looked good indeed. Perticularly
effective were the Hemilton end John Medereft scctions. Neticq
boards were filled with press cuttings and old time posters.
In the entrence hall were three well filled, lit-up ceses just
to give visitors & fore-teste of whet they were to see inside.
and now I will hand over to Bill Sewyer who will tell you some-
thing about the opening day.

By . F. Sewyer ‘s
The 25th at last! I sterted off with a pile of letters,

one from Frank lichards expressing his good wishes. Seversl
'phone cells, then drshed off to the .irt Gallery. There wes
grabbed by two fellows with "mechine guns" who wented to teke
my photogreph. .. A "llrgnet" and a "Gen" were removed from the

search sterted. Boys are not easily come by ot 10-30 in the
morning, but eventuelly omg wrs found. Lerge model of Bunter
wes then removed from cese,”snd morc photogrephs teicem, Report
ers now got busy. Meneged tc get home for lunch, v
interrupted by more 'phone calls. i

. - More interviews on getting -back to irt Gallery. Then
Mr. Shewcross, editor Yorkshire Evening News, Councillor
lrs. D. Murphy,:deputy chairmen, Librery Committee, end Sir
George Mertin, ex-Iord Meyor of Leeds, srrived. Inintroduced
them to the.crowd, snd Mrs. Murphy made 2 short speech. 'Thén
iir. Shewcress declered the Exhibition open, snd confessed thet
his boyhood favourites were Jeck, Sem end Pete. I then |
thenked the speskers. HMore reporters, more pictures end &

tphone erll {even herc I couldn't dodge them). .
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i hed ¢ steady crowd rll'dmy rnd during the dimmer hour
(before the Ixhibition was officirlly open) quite » rush.

The Exhibition is obviously geing to be # huge success,
en’ it is possible-it will be extended beyond the forinight
originelly srrenged.

T went home et 9 pam. tired, but heppy. ¢

OFF.S INVITED FOR: 4 bound vwolumes es follows:

1) 1d. tiexrvel's No's 25/29 rnd 31. . (6)

2) True Blue - 3 copies including cne Xmes Double Number.
1d. drrvel's Ho's 93/94, 113. (6). T

3) Union Jrcks No's 25/32. (8) .

4) 1d. Mervels No's 17/18, 21/24. (6)

411 sbove neatly bound with stiff covers and r1l pepers
complete except covers. AR

Nelson Lee Librery, 3rd lew Scries. complete 25 mambers in
mint condition. J. Hepburnm, 1 Sixth Ave., Blyth, N'lend.

COKKLCTIONS ‘ e 2
The Stptember nurber wes numbered No. 46 on the cover
in error. It should heve been 45. . :

Thzre werc some errors in tebulrting the Megnet vclumes
in Bill M:rtin's edvert. lest month. Seme items were rlso
i emitted. It soperrs this month &s it should have done in
{“eptember. It wes decided mot to sell roything until the
edvert. resopeercd. . o :

Eh {Tother Box contd.-from p.297)

iir. Gezl's rssumption thet the Cleverhouse House yerns, pur-
ported tc heve been written by Telly Hemmond, weré the work of]
funby Hedethk, snd sc enguired direct from:lir. Hedrth himself.
In & cerd:received from him tcdey from his hohe in the French
Zlps he tells me thet rost empheticélly he never used Telly
Lermond's neme.cs en cliss ond eeks me to correct Mr. Gerl's
stetoment. N, Hodeth told me some time ego that he had never]
written for boys' megrzines since the deys of the CLUTAIN, sc
it would seem thrt the "John Beresford" yerns sre not from
his pen either. B

Yours sinc.rely, o
L . ; SRTHUL I . SOUTHRAY

smssoo=soww
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More isbout Jeck of All Tredes

. liose Lewn, {ingsgate-cn-See,
September 9th, 1950. Broadstrirs, Eent,

Dear Ferbert Leckenby,

Koy tnenks for the C.D. which dropped in yesterdey. You |

have given us some very good items this time. I like very muclﬂ
4.K.Herris's orticle. Evidently he regerded the old paper es e |
"Gem of purest rey sorenc": though unaffected by the liagnetic |
ettrection of its comprnion! Bernerd Prime's srticle on our
plump old friend Mr. Prout is - to me £t least - vory enjoyable
resding. 4And T endorse every word in Tom Johnson's lectter re
the srticle last mcnth on the "Femous Five".

Thenks to Leonee~l Prekmen for his kind remerks on "Jrck
of 411 Tredes". Whet he ssys zbout the incumpletfulness, es
Hurree Singh wight cell it, of the book, is gquite correct; but
the fact is Tt the "Jeck of All Tredes" serics is somewhoé

in the nefure of #n experiment. In the old drys of the liegnet!,

o vast mejority of readers plumped for the "series" which prec
ticelly emounted to # serirl o dozen or o rumbers being

filled to make the story ccomplete. Fronk Richrrds hed the bright
icee — o8 he deemed it — of a series of books on the seme lines:

the story devcloping from book to book insterd of from mumber

to number 2s in the ol? Megnet. Boch book will give & definite

asection of Jeck's cereer; but the mein theme will be cerried

on from one volume to enother. T hove hed this ides in mind fop
meny yeers; ond I think T heve mentioned it to you before, somk
time or other; I don't think it had cver been done before, but
why mot o new dcperture sometimes?  So thure you sre, Lecnord!
72. T #m locking forwsrd to the Ammurl, rnd esnecislly to

Eric Feyne on the populer Popular.

“ith kind regerds, Llweys yours sincerely,

oii__.. FRINK RICH:KDS,
Gunby Hadzth Settles It 7
P.0. Box 8, Beeconsfield,

16th iugust 195Q. Cape Province, South ifrife.

Deer Mr. Editor,
Further to Mr. John Geol's letter to the June DIGTST, and
to Mr. illen's reply in the July DIGEST. I rather doubted

(Contd. o, 295) — |
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hope thiat you +ill net think that +ve have entirely
dispensed with the now familiar heading o this section. T
had to leave it out last month ovi g to the length of the
- Tolter Tebb fecture, and findy as a result of that "one-
feature" Item that I have a lot to insert this nonth and so
st make use of all available IDAC .I hope the section
will lock normnl in the MNovenber issue of the C.De
Since vriting ny last Round T:ble chat T have h-od the
very great plessure of meeting, for the first time, one of tie
ost ardent Dlake funsg and a rogular cottributor 4o both the
C,De 2nd the Annuals  Accompanied by his vdfe, Irma, Rex . =
Dolphin ar:ived one Sundsy norning.. As you oY guese we had
sm:.:: delightful hours % 13g ovor our counon interest and
once agein it scemed to me that there must be some magicel
inflvence thin the Tlalte circle, for it soctied as though llex
and I had krowm ench other for years. Iver ything seomed so
whtiral ond confess thet I -rs Sorry to see Rex and his
wvife lewve uz on the .ond.» orninge Jon't forget, I -Adil
veilcome any 3lake fan -ho couss this TEY W
I would like to apologise to Leonard Pueglizan for the
i off of his fine littlc srtiele "ierlds weatost
in the Aumust issue. T cxpeet he +4ll hove
-elievo me it is no
all th n fact sometimes it is
ondache, vevey-the cenclusion of Leonardts
sors in this issue and I hepe that e mhall bo =bls
nenings in the Suture. . ¥
at you thiuk of sur new imovation. I rafey
13 of the §8.3.L. 3rd seriss vol s how
bublished. Qecetions to thig ang other fertures -A411 be
agoreciated. .
In conelusion let ne ioress wron all Bl-kians thei +he
CeDe Anvual fer this year "TLL def teoly contain the leng
i “Confedaration® fe.ture Yy ierry Homors I think you
1 all lite 'it. :

eg vas

He L.
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SLEXTON BL.KZ = WORLD'S GREATIST LCTOR-DETECTIVE

By Leenerd Pockmen
(Congluded from No. 44)

is could only be ex®ccted, Blake could not gu on chenging
roles ot such speed fur ever, end he had tc slow down consider-
sbly, being content with Yochtsuen (408). Hewker (424) Music
Hell Memeger (440), King's-Prizemen (458), end Leundrymen (467)

By this time Bleke had pretty well covered rll the parts
thet oven such ¢ grest ector o8 hc could pley. It is there-
fore not surprising that from this time cnwerd we find him in
¢nly o very cccrsionel rolc.

In between times, Blrke, of course, wes frr from idle.
However, we find him ot » leter dete in the role of Pirete (618
Lumberjeck (968), Gun Runner (992), Conviet (1250) - this mst
hrve been ¢ feveurite role of Blake's, for it wes the second
time Be had pleyed the pert! - Lord Meyor (1308), end finelly,
gengster (1414).

Tc sum up, it is definitely Mmown thet Sexton Bleke ployed
¢t loost 82 different rcles in the course of the 29 odd yuerrs
of this "Union Jack" series, snd I do not think snyone cen dis-
pute my title of - "Sexton Bleke - World's CGreetest Lctor-
Detective!

THE SEXTON BL i LIBicdlY — SUGUST 1950
Ho. 221. The »ystery of the Crocked Gift. .inthony Persons.

This st.ry cf blackmril hos = g.ol beginning, #nd when the
scene shifts tc¢ Indie the impression of plecc is rerlised quitd
e¢rdibly.

Bleke is well portreyed, but one wishes he had the adven-
tures himself, insteed of merely solving these complicrted
- "ho-=dun-its" . His ethiés et the end of this telc ere sur-
prising, tc say the lesst.

But Certer Sehib! Obsessed with "nifty bits of fluff",
end using cut-cf-dete vulgerisms, (titfers, cte), he revolted
ne. 4nd his execreblc end testcless pun in the Bomboy morguc.
. proper S-TINKERS
Ao 222, The Cese of L. A. C. Dickson. John Drummond .

A quite enjoyrblc tele, with one cosy little scenc in
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Brker Street, Some convineing choreeters, ond a plrusible
ivta
v Bleke's resistent wes more like the Tinker we used to knop,
but even here his mester hod to sey sharply, "Less flippaney,
plerse. It's bed eniugh, without heving to listen to your
Jokes tuo. Sit down."
Thet's the wey to trlk, sir.
G. L,

THE MYSTERY OF SEXTON BLAKE!
By Chrrles Beker

I wes :lwrys under thc impression thot the first Sexton
Bl:ke story ever publishe! rpperred under the title of -
"Sextin Bleke — Detective" in the "Union Jock", May 4th 1894
end thet it wes written by Hrrry Blyth. The plot centred
round & cocffin being exhumed from = grove in » churchyrr? =t -
derd of night; there wes #n illustrestion of Sexton Blrke hold-
ing up » lentern tu give light teo the sexton ~nd grrve diggers
tc work by. I thuught this spet of underteking hed given thd
suthor the ider of the nrme, "Sexton™. Howuver, now I under
stend that & much errlier sdventure «f Sexton Blake WeS pub-—
lished in the "Mrrvil™ in 18933 this hrs been recorded in ~n
interesting rrticle by ir. 7olter Tcbb.

.8 the serirl "Sexton Blake st School" hes slso been
mentioned by Mfr. Webb, I wowuld like +o sey ¢ few words on thig
metter. The scrirl coumenced in the "Boy's Hereld," Wo.238 |
Vel.V, Februsry 8th, 1908. The lad rfterwsrds kmowm 28 Scxtdn
Blrke, first oopusred in the story without » neme, living ¢
stronge life in ¢ grim forbidding mrrtello tower in £ loncly
spot, his only compenion being his guerdien, en eccentric men
known 28 Dr. Lenchester; the boy on returning to the tower
one night is horrified to find that Dr. Lanchester, his only
friend, hos been murdered. The boy discovers » letter tell
him tu go to a certein house in London where he will find
fricends, The house to which he goes is » magnificent builAd
in the heert of London. Tho boy's errivel is ranounced by =
footmen to twe distinguished looking men, one of whom springs
tc his feet with » stortled exclemetion, "Te must not tcll
his corrcet nemet!" he oxecleims. "fe will cell him Blakc -
Sexton Blrkel"
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The suthor, Cecil Heyter, sterted off in splendid style,
but tc my mind, did not menege to keen it up, for =fter the
reéder hed been filled with high expectations of finding that
Bluke might be heir to ¢ throne or something of the sort, the
story efter showing grest promise st the stert grows very wesk
et the end, #nd efter e11 the mystery ebout Bleke's neme, no
reel explenction is given, only thet Sexton Bleke's fother, =
Dr. Berkely Bleke, had discuvercd s formule end had been
murdercd by a certain Freneois Leroux, herd of o powerful gong
of ercoks. “het the formls was we ere not rerlly told; o
cuurse if it wes one fur the itom Bomb there might be something
in it! I have elweys thought that when Cecil Heyter commenced
the story that he intended it to heve quite o different ending
tc the insipid one he geve it. It wes never explzined why the
led's reel neme should we kept from him, or why the neme of
Dr. Lenchester shculd work such wonders whenever it wes men-—
tioned, or whet heppened to Sexton Blske's double?

"Sexton Blrke et Schecl" wes leter published in en
pbridged form es ¢ complete trle in the "Boy's Friend 3d.
Librery (first series) Nu. 102, snd in this edition Blake stil]
eppefred £8 ¢ boy of unknown naome,

Menmy yuers later in 1933, the story was sgrin re-published
in the Boy's Frien? 42, Librery (2nd serics) Ne. 388, but with
some £lterstions, Blake eoperrs right from the stert es Sexton
Blrke, the suthor is now given ss John indrews. In the two
former ecitions the heedmester of St. inn's wes Dr. Wilson,
but he has now become Dr. Locke!l

It is intervsting tc ncte thot in the Boy's Herel? p.672
of Nu.250, #nd egein un p.801 of Nc.258, June 27th 1908,
Hrmilton Edwerds stot.s thet "Sexton Blake st School" wes
written by Cecil Heyter.

NOTE i
Tv those sdmirers of Sexton Bleke who welk slong Baker
Street, wondering et which heuse their herc mey reside, I give
them this hope:-

In the "Boy's Hersld" Nc.225, Vol.V, Nov.9th 1907, in
"Your Editor's Ldvice" col.3; Hemilton Ecwords replies to readdr
T...M. (How to remove freckles) "Sexton Bleke is £ resl detec—
tive, is still rlive, as meny criminsls know to their cost,but
for obvious ressons, I cannot tell you his reel nsme, or the
precise eddress et which he resides." 11!

I em sfreid he must be rether en old gentlemen now, ss I
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se€ it has been mentioned that he wes in the Princess alice
disester f 1878. Cecil Heyter writes in the school tele of
Blake riding in ¢ motor ecer o o boy, but I do not think rny
cars were ebout in 1878, It is r£11 & greet mystery, ¢ mystexy]
that only Sextcn Bleke himself could sclve.

ZENITH'S LOVE _FPAIRS
By 4. YOEE' ‘

The firat "Zenith" story, ". Duel tc the Desth", sppeared
in the U.J. in 1918, =nd the lest cnec spperred in the U.J.'s
successor, "The Detective Weekly" eerly in the Wer. Zenith
therefure flourished for sbout twenty-one years. During the
whole of thet pcriod, he seemed to hove only onme love offair,
end I don't think it wes with Freu Krenz. Judging from
inthony Skene's description of her, I should think Zenish's
essccirtion wes purely business end platonic. Zenith un—
doubtedly fell in love with s Merie Louise, however. She first
eopeared in "The Cese of the Six Clues" when Blake on holiday
accidentally stumbles intoc a country house st which Zenith is
giving & dimner perty. Merie Louise wes present st this party]
and Blake dined with them. I do not think the sweet wes evexr
reeched, since Orklchems Sem spporred on the scene with the
ennouncement thet Tinker hed been nebbed by him, snd in the
ensuing struggle Blrke not only custed some of Zenith's Jeps,
beck heeled Zenith into the fireplece, but set fire to his
e well. We next heer of lerie Louise in that fine yarn, the
"Cese of the Crystel Gezer". It will be recelled thet Tinkor
on the track of Zenith receives ¢ terrific blow on the hesd wi
8 heevy spenner, but es he is wearing @ cresh cep unier his ref|
cep he is only stunned. Zenish, who h~d just had en opium .
thought he wes killed, Merie Louise expresses sorrow that such
e fine lsd should be killed when so young, snd Zenith then
expresses his love for this ledy. He also hes en sssignetion
with her end when Blake uncomsciously seves her life, Zenith
returns the fevour by spering Bleke's, sc that he must have beeh
pretty fond of her. Merie Louise is mentioned indirectly in
the:"Cese cf the Elsinghem Legend”, but never sopeers actuelly
on any scene. In the "Cese of the Toxic Tulips", however, she
welks with Zenith 28 en egquel to the meeting of the Criminsls
Convention, and when Zenith is dying she bids him farewell. She
disappesred from the scene efter thet, es she nover apperred
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with Zenith in the "Return of Zenith the .lbino"” and sub 't
yerns.  Pavheps Zemith weeried of her or she found smother boyl
friend in Leon Kestrel or Waldo, or meybe some upright sort.

In e previous article I mentiomed how I thought Skene's
best work wes to be found the series renging from "i Duel
to the Death” to "Plague", yerns covered a period of sbou
three yesrs. The reasgn for this, or rsther cme of the ress
for this, is thet Bleke's ettitude towards Zenith chenged in
rather © peculiesr memner 'in the later yermms. For instence,
in Sexton Blake Librery 331, "The Fetel Mescot", Bleke sotuslly]
dines with Zenith in e public resteurent snd gives him time to
meke o getawsy. In w of the strocious ende Zenith had
devised for Blake in previous yerns,end more importent still
in view of Zenith's murderous ettempt on Tinkor in "The Cese
of the Crystel Geser", end his equrlly murderous sttempt on
Tinker in "On S t Sefvice" when Tinker is dumped into e
gosometer to suffocete from ges poisoning, it ie herdly con-
ceiveble thot Bleke would volunterily dine end wine with him.
Adui ttedly Bleke dined with fenith in “The Cese of the Six
Clues" alluded %o sbove, But here it wes for stretegy to gein
time. Agedn #n “The Fegel Mescot" yern Bleke end Zonith were
actuslly #llies, which pack & wrong litersry note with me.
However, Anthony Skene, feulte end rll, is my greet favourite.

-
COMTNG SOON! "“IHE NOVEIS OF NTHONY SKEWE"

»

Lo
W"""‘“"‘* er” Club exhibition of old Z
oot CAct Gitory it wil be Jorgee thn
ple Bave kept these |noks.
Hundreds of boys' bo- 5
poes,  and
seact-od the home of
Swwyer, eeetary
B shern Retion’, Yorkshire
answering wome of
u"'i.:"'gi.i:‘iﬁ Eﬁ;”"'l i Observor:
daniters. o
leried 10 The cxhiliecn 25.9.50

whierh shou'd Bring back m.any
entidhaod memnrisy )



