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Nelson Iee: 1st, 2nd and 3rd New Series. Complete
sets .. .e i s e i e @ s

Monster Iibrary: Nos.l to 19 inclusive. Complete
set e e .. o .a 4. ate -

Schoolboy's Own ILibrary: 50 St. Pranks' dtories -
almost a complete set.. - i

Detective Uee : Nos. 1 to 250 inclusive ..
Thriller: Nos. 1 to 370 inelusive. .e .
Union Jack: Nos. 1300 to end. i Wi

The above are all in mint new condition

Nelson Iee: Origimal small scriea. Nos. 250 to
end. 10 numbers rough, rest very good - i

Many shorter runs and odd numbers of all the above
items excepting only Mons*cr Iibrary.. .

Marvel 14 Seritac iy very carly nwbors ..

Union Jack 14 Series: DMany very early numbers -
including No.l and first Xmas Number,. 3

. o

Details =and Prices upon application

J OHN MEDCRAPT
64, WOODIANDS ROAD : ELFORD : ESSEX
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LJOVELBIR 1950

Editor, liiscellansous Section
Herbert Leckenb Telephone sxehans
G/o Central Registry, lorthern Command, York:

FROI TI& DITOR'S CHAIR

Th2 Day Draws High. We'rs into the month of
fog, but alls clear whars our Annual is concernad.
Since last writing more fine contributions have come
to hand. One is Roger Jenkins “The Boxmder of
Greyfriars. As I anticipated its a worthy success-
or to his “Cardew' so popular last year. Then
here's “Down Gray's Inn Road’ by Tam Strype making
his first contribution to the Anmral. Tom has
walked the famous thoroughfare everyday for years
and knows every nook and cranny. Among others we'lv
splendid sketches for the Blake section by VWilfread
|Darwin, a real teaser of a ‘ulz by Jack Wood, and
a8 clever Sexton Blake Puzzle Corner by Rex Dolphin,

~- I am pleased to 8say orders so far are well in
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advance of last year, Ths gratifying part of it
is that a considerable proportion of the orders
have come from “"new chums”, so it locks as if we
can count on an incrcased circulation. If this
proves to be the case we should precbably be able
to afford a few nore pagss daspite our experience
of last year. But so far there's a2 number of our
friends who have not yet ordered., e fzal sure we
can count on them, but we should likz to be sure
for naturally we wust go carefully. A4 faw copies
left on our hands would be a serious matter. Last
year some ordered just too late. So the moment
you read this, ord:r without delay if you havn't
already done so. If you've lost the order form
send without it.

And thers's more vestionnsire forms still to
come in. Its a hugs job compiling the “hos “ho,
and we want everyone in.

arror, ‘e scem fated to make errors in Bill
Hartin's adverts just of lats. Despite scrutiny,
ong crept in last wonth for the price of Bullseyes
was given as 7/-. 1o doubt evaryons would recog-
nise it as a mistaks, for they lmow Bill better
than that. Anyway, it should have bsen a 1/-.
Sorry Bill.

Compliment! Laet wonth the C.D. was a few
days Tatc, though it wasn't actrally due to my holi
day, but to various othor unavoidable causes. Any-
way the consequence was I received quite a bateh of
lettors making anxious enquiries. Therc's a kind o
& hint of a compliment in that, I venture to thinlk
Anyway, we'll try and catch up with this number,

Lapss. In my holiday report last month T said
the Old Boy's Book Club was born in the nome of the
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Whiter brothers. Yhen too late I realised I had
made a mistake for, of course, the honour goes to
27 hrchdele Road, Zast Dulwich. Sorry Len. As I
said I was writing the account of my glorious holi-
day at 2 o'clock in the morning, so perhaps I could]
‘ve forgiven for“nodding.
Yours sincerely,
HERBERT . LECKENBY.

POPULAR PAPERS OF TH& PAST

10,12 - The Bad Boys' Papoer .
Cct, 5, 1889 - Harch 1, 1890 - 21 numbers.

By Herbert Leckenby.

By no stretch of the imagination could a papen)
with a name like that, and a run of less than six
months be termcd a popular cne; it would be more
appropriate to call it a peculiar paper. I had
heard of it, but until recently had nover scen a
copy; then it happcened a couple of coples ware
among a quantity of papers kindly lcanad by John
Mederaft for the Leeds zxaibition. Looking at
them after that event was over, it struck me it
wouldn't bo a bad idea to ineclude it in this seriocs
oven though it didn't gqualify, just as an cxample
of ths guaint ideas of soma of thoe Victorian pub-
lishars.

The onc responsibls in this instancs was Guy
Rayner (3.Dacre Clarke) who could claim to have
produced and killed more papers in less time than
any other publisher who ever lived.

there 'The Bad Boys' Paper was concerned ons
wonders whether he was a humourist, a cynic, or an
optimist.

Acecording to the copy bafore me the paper was
p ublished on’a Tucsday, and we can imagine this
exchanss of words on that day of the wack in some
Victorian home 60 odd years ago. Can I have my

s

Saturday pocket money today, father, nloasa?
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iTpdey my son!  Why its only Tuasdayl?

“Yes 1 lknow father. But I want to buy “The
Bad Boys' Paper. It comes out today and I can't
wait until Saturday.” .

iBad Boys' Papcer, eh!? Stern Victorian father|
tugs at his beard with one hand and reaches for his
glipper with the other. "Bad boys get no pocket )
money whether its Tuesday or Saturday. Come hera.’

However, in No.l the cditor tried to explain
his rcason for giving the paper such a titlas. It
wasn't very convincing. Heres is what he said.

iYmat a strang title! will be the first ox-
clamation of almost cvery person who sses this jourp
nal “The Bad Boys' Paper!" How shocking! But wait
a bit, lr. Critic! ot quite so fast; before you
condemn us just takoe a poop inside. Ilowadays it is
the fashion to deceive the public by goody-goody
titles, and wo have rosolved to depart from the
wicked custom. We a rc not going to preach, boys:
not a bit of it. Our onc aim and object is to pro-
vide a healthy and cntertaining journal, and we havg
choscn our new title in preference to any that have
boon suggested to us. Som: of our well-meaning
friends have given us an array of hoad-lines such
as "The Boys' Instructor” (this would frighten away
the avoerage boy); The Boys! Sunday Journal (what do
boys want with a Sunday Journal?) Thce Boys' Friond]
(Namby pamby); “The Boys' Bust Book” (great good-
ness, overy publisher has becn laying clainm to the
best book for a hundred years or more) ste. ste.,
and for a timec we were in a quandary. “hat should
wa do for a title? Vo wanted something attractive.
Our friends claimed that thore was no Sunday Journal
for boys, and that in conscguence faithful readers
peruascd all sorts of wickod things. This argumant
docided us to issuc a Journal for boys that could
not possibly bo mistaken for a Sunday School book,
bocauss six days out of seven arc quito sufficient
for amusemant.

low we flattor ourselves that with such a titld
our paper cannot be mistaken for a tract, although
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its contents are far superior to the majority of
papers supposad to be fit for study, on the Sabbath
Day. 'Mhat is our programme? Plenty of stirring
tales and pictures, and an enormous circulation.
That is what we want, and if any pcerson can point
out & single paregraph which contains a wrongful
thought or suggestion, we will forfelt our right tq
cater for faith again. ....Hurrah then for Guy
Rayner's "Bad Boys' Paper" and let us hope, if it
should fall into the hands of any bad boy, that he
will never again commit any worse action than is
found in its pages.”

There was more of it in similar strain, but I
think the above will suffice. Incidantally note
how disdainfully Guy Rayner dismissed "Boys' Friend)
as a title for a boys' paver. “iell as we know, a
more astute aditor started a naper with that title
six years later and it ran for more years than the
iBoys! Bad Paper’ did w:eks. '

Letuelly though, the Bad Soys' Paper wasn't
really a new paver at all. The previous week it
hed baen callad ‘Doys of the Isles“. It had been
running 36 weeks and, as evidently it wasn't proving
a success, guixotic Rayner simply made a startling
change in the title, and started again at No.l.

He had a habit of doing that kind of thing.

It may be sald that seeing it was such a flop
it should hava been callad thz “BDoys' Bad Papor”,
hut, to b2 perfectly fair, 1t would appear to have
buen much on a par with most of the boys papers of
its time. It had 16 pages of the usual siza, the
pap er was of dacent guality, and the type good,
and easily roadable.

The front page of No.l showed an cxciting sce
from & serial “Th: Brigands Rcvenge“. On page 2
the start of tho story was headsd "Rodney Ray the
scapegrace” or “Th. Drigands Revenge". PFollowed
another serial “Jack Robinson' or "A Struggls with
Fate’. A third was “Halcc the Distroyer' or, “Jacl
of the Jungle®, by John Holloway. The same author
also contributad the first story of a scerics “Brave
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was “Our Comic Story Clubs” - Hananiah Fudger - Th

|

Boys of London® - “Thas Red 3pectre”. fhau there 4

Tailor of llany Taless, by Zdwin 5. Hope.

In addition the paper carried in smaller type
short instalments of three serials which had bzen
running in "Boys of the Isles”, "Lion Jack" by
P.T. Barnum (the great Showman). The Bad Boy of th
Family“, and “Jack Selwyn". The latter was by none
other than by J.l. Pentelow who needs no introduct-
ion. I wonder what he thought ebout writing for
the "Bad Boys' Paper', However in No.l his contrib)
ution only ran to half a column, To complete
there were joltes, a competion with six half-guineas
worth of fireworlis as prizes, and a column of
enswers to corraspondents with no explanation as to
how they got into Ne.l of e “new” boys' paper.

In f0.10 a new ssrial, “Rolandc" by Cuy Rayner
himself started. He was described as the author of
“Caractacus the Unconguered”, “The ‘ueen's Shilling
“A Born Fool": “Ou the ./arpath”; "liat liarchmont" et
atec., A versatile, havpy-go~lucky, optimistic
sort of fellow Guy Raynar, but a failure at running
a paper for boys.

After a run of 21 weeks, the 'Bad Boys' Paper®
was replaced by one bearing thz more orthodox titlel
“The Boys' Graphic®, It was rather more suceessful
for it ren for a year, nearly a record for Cuy Reyn|

WAITID URGENTLY: Goms lLos. 819 and $46. Josaphine
Paclman, 27, Lrchdale Road, &ast Dulwich, London,
S.E., 22.

WANTED: SexXton Blake Librariss, lst series 13 .21
2nd series 405,407,and 513. also collecting Doys!
Friend Lioraries. ‘/hat have you? H.C.H. Prica,

22, Horthdown Road, llargate, Ient.

AYTED: Union Jacks (in good condition) issues
during years 1920 - 1924 inclusive. Josaphine
Packman, 27, Archdalc Road, Dulwich, London, $.%.22
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Olo Boys Book Club

Horthern Section
rorthern Sgction

Exhibition and iiseting.

Saturday Ssptember 30th was an eventful day
for the liorthern Section. Several of us met at
the Txhibition where we saw a contimmal flow of
visitors who, as was plainly evident, found much tg
interest them in our display. 'e were happy to
se3 there, too, srnest Hubbard of sheffizld, who
had come ovar for his first mesting. Thz othars
there were Clif{ Baardssll of Stoclport, Harry
Dowler who once agein had travelled from ‘iianchester,
Tom Pucitrin after a long Journsy from n:i.ddleabrou_g)],
myself, an sasy 25 miles, and the ‘locals’, Rag
Hudsen, Gerry Allison, Harry Berlos, and iorman
sinith.

After tea we proczaded to Hyds Parl Road-whergd
we found several uore members, and tWo prospeciiva
onas.oresent.

daturally there was a good deal of talk about
the esxhibition, but firm chairman Reg. Hudson soon
had everyons down to business. sscretary, treasun-
sr, and librarian gave their reports, and uattars
arisirg fron last mecting were discussed, A good
deal of corrsspondcnce wvas dealt with,

I then gave a brief account of Ly happy holidaly
amonz the mombers of the London Clu.

Then came a quiz with twelve questions, some
of them very thought orovoking, coinlled by Reg.
Hudson, who also gensrously gave two prizos, Cliff
Deardsoll cams out first, with Tom Puckrin a c¢losg
scecond.

The next m:ueting was arranged for Ocet.25th at
the same addrass,

ilombers oresent: iliss Verao Coates, Reg.iudson,
Gerald Allison, ¥.H,Williamson, Harry Dcdlor, Tom
Puckrin, Cliff Beardsell, Harry Barlow, W.H.Sawyer,
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Horacs Twvinhanm, sarnost Hubbard, S.F.Armitags and
Horbort Leckenby, lMorthorn Section Correspondant.
Note: It was stated in the report in the October
number that members could buy the Bunter Books
through the Club a2t a reduced price. This was duz
to a pmisunderstanding. and when purching the full
price must. be. paidi Any concession afterwards will
come out of Club funds. H.L.

LONDON CIUB
Yood Green Meeting. Sunday, 15th October.

Thore was & splendid attundance on this occas-
lon and a vory roeproscntoetive ons indced. “'ith L.
Jacobs from Italy, John Boland from Dublin, the
formidabls trio from ths Rooltvood county viz.Roger
Jenlkeins of ilavant, #.Cox of Southampton and Roger
southwood of Farnborough, the “Torrible Throct from
Surbiton and Kingston, John CGoal, Ien itmore and
Tony Plunden, Frank ond Lirs.Zooling of “tanuors,
Harry Houmer frou Sussox, llon Crollic of Romford and
J.Murrell of Chadwell Hoath and the loecals in Len
Paclaien, Charlic and Clive wright, Jim Parratt, C.
Wallis, L. Young, R.J.Godsave, .lan Stewart, Lrthuar
Lawson, P.Pedro, Ron and lloreo Doacon, &. Roynolds
and the throe Whlters 111 b . Bon, This modo a
grand total of 20 mcmbors. vt this 2id not detun
Chairmmen Len as ho defeated 2ll comors in the very
difficult :cuiz. Calling on ‘ob Llytic a w.oolk or
two ago to proescnt hia with his »rizs vhieh he won
oy proxy at the ilove macting I was amazod to sos he
had had a bash in cowdiling the quiz for the curren
month's moating. H: tried it out on me thors and
then and I tender my best thanks to him for such a
grand offort. Tho "Stinliers” westions were viory
good but as alrcady stated our Lon filloed first
placs onee again. Five points bcohind in the sacond
place was John Geal, Roger Jenkins was third and
Ian Mhitwmore, of the ponny “llagnets” fame, was fort

The formal busincss wes disposed of and in the

.

temporary absence of treasursr Bob, away with the
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Rezove Drawmatic Socisty rchearsing the ‘'Desert Song|
a very good financial statement was given by the
sccretary. -

The club's pric: lists for the ‘liagnot and Gon
wers rovised so as to bring thoem up to date. Thesc
can bs had on requast from the scerctary.

It was formally proposed to have -a- debate noxt
month on the merits of 3t. Franks and Greyfriars.
Roger Joilitins very kindly taking on the latter and
Chairman Luon taking up th. cudgels on bohalf of St.
Franks. It is to be hoped that this debatc will
be ths forerunncr of many mor: and scvoral useful
suggestions wore mede as regards subjects.

The club was pleascd to welcome the two ovar-
s¢as mambers Lh.Jacobs and John Boland. several
lottors and posteards of apologli:s wers read from
members vwnable to atiend.

Tho next mseting will take place ot ths homs of
Charlis and Olive Wright, 12,.Lshburnhan Place,
Grsenvich, London, 3.5.10 on Sunday, Fovember 19th.

lisntion must be mads horc once again of the YL

U

exccllent catering arrangomonts and thoe twd previo
hosts who donated tho catoring fas-to the funds of
the club.
“Forsam ¢t hoec olim meminisse juvebiti,
Benjamin G. “hiter.

For Sele or mxchange for Boys ?rieud Libraries 156
lodern Soys 183C, 127 Rangars, Nos.l to 130. H.C.W
Price, 22, Northdown Roed, ilargate.

Eric Fayne offers for sale certain Gems and llagnets]

of a 1l vinteges from 1007 to 1940 at prices accord-
iig to condition. Also a few copies of ilcdern Boy
and Boys' Cinema iu excellant condition at 1/~ each|.

The llodern School, Grove Road, surbiton, Surrey.

UARTEDI'! Collector's Digest innuals for 1947,
1948,1949. Also Collector's Digest monthly numbers
1-4G. 35ill llartin, 93, Hillside, Stonebridge Park,
London, i .¥W.10.
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THE COLLICTCRS' DIGAST ANNUAL

BILL OF FARE =~ [, FEAST FOR EVERYOUZ.

The Collectors' ‘ho's "ho (dozens of new chums).
The Popular Pooular .. .. s by Eric Fayne,

e T ise and Fall of the ”hoya Friend by Herbert
e B S T s wik Leckgnby.
Roc L T T by W.H.Gander,

The Magnet Serials .. .. . .. by J.Dreeze

. Bentley.

Yow they Arrived (St. Franks) Part II by J.P.Wood.
The Boundsr of CGreyfriars. . e by Roger i..
cv ae . Jenkins.

Serials from Victorian Journuls e by John liedcra
ilonogram on the “Confederation’ .. by Herry Ioner|.
They came to St. Jims. . «e .+« by L.Paclman.
Down Grays Inn Road .. i e s by Tom S.3tryo
The Artists Who's ino
Bold Robin ioccd .. e e by 77.T.Thurbon
They wrote of Sexton Blaxe e W by Herbert
T . Leclkenby.

‘hat might havs Been.. .. - by P... allken
Ln {mazing Pair, the Gen agnat by Herbert

. TR Leckenby.
They Possess i{o. 1's.
Sexton Blake Puzzle Corner .. £ by Rex Dolphin
Fun at School (a teasing wiz) .. by J.P. Wood.

I4VE YOU ORDERZD YOUR COPY ¥YIZT? TH& IDXLL COUPLITH
ION FOR THi CHRISTILLS FIRﬁSIDm.

7/6& each offered for any of the following iionster
Libraries in good condition 1,14,15,16,17,18,19.
1L.Packman, 27, lrchdale Road; sast Dulwich, London,
8.8.22.
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/. PALIOUS CRITIC AND THE BOYS' FRIEWD.

lleville Cardus (Cricketer’ of the Lianchaster
Guardian) whose articles and boolts on thas summer

game are a joy to read, has written his autobiograph,

in two volumes. In the sscond, called “Second
Innings”, in telling of his boyhood in lianchester,
he has quite a lot to say about the "Beys' Friend” .
Here are some extracts. I am sure they will inten-
est all story paper collectors, and old readers of
the CGreen 'Un especielly will heartily echo his
sentiments.

‘Yhen I was a boy I read nothing but school
end adventure stories in publications from the Jousle
of Harmsworth - [ 1fred Harmsworth, later Lord
Worthcliffe, who realised shrewdly and quickly thaty
a lower class of youth was rising from a poor resp-
ectability, rather above devouring the out-and-out
panny dreadful of the period, yet a youth that would
not go as far as a ready acceptance of ths Boys!
Own Paver, which was obvicusly for the sons of
gentleuen. Harmsworth, in ths "Boys' Friend
appealed to the products of the council or “board
Schools™“: this paper gave us school stories in which
the atmosphere of Talbot Baines Read w“as rendared
accommodatingly urban and not too ssotaric for
readers whosa social ambitions concenirated on
escape from thz artisan to the clerl:ly stratwa.

I was not allowed, aven in my seni-literats
home, to read about Deadwood Dick, in a frankly
lurid paper called “Pluck”, also a Harmsworth pub-
lication, for his nat was generously flung; my firsk
sense of mortal sin camz to me when one night T
stole to bed with a candle in my pock:t and "Plucki]
and in a dinm light oncourngad at the age of thirt:ch
2 galloping megopia. I would read with ay held
breath, tho bedclothes drawn over me lilko a curtain]
almost as though to conceal from the eye of God
himsclf vhat I was doing. One night my grandmothap
came suddenly into the room and I pushed the "droadr

L)
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fuld undusr mny pillow, picked up o school text-hoolz
and said I was preparing a losson, .8 far as I
romemboer, this was tho first doception I evor pract-
iced unrepentont. But the Boys' Fricnd was not
included on the family indcex of parnicious and de-
moralising litorature, probably because 1t coatain-o
2d school storics by an author named Ienry St.John,
and also because it was cdited by one named Hamiltom
Zdwards, a drawing of whom appoared at the top of
a column “From my Den® Tihls drawing depilcted a
man definitely arlstocrﬂtic of mien, in =& well-
stocked library. In the school storics of Henry
6. John tho masters wore presentsd as the sworn
cnemies of the boys, which was o refroshing change
from and trucr to life than “Zric, or Little by
Little’ by Deon Farrar, a gilt bound volum: used
as a school prize, in which the boys were frienmdly
with tho mastors to thae point of taking too with
them on Sunday aftsrncons and discussing their
futures, here and in the world to com:. I object-
od to all improving stories on principle.

Hamilton idwards cach weck addressed his 'doax]
recaders! man to man, ond from time to time he would
toake us into a sort of profcssional confidence and
tcll us he had roecently baen kept up all aight -
perusing the 1..5. of a new school story by Henry si.
John - a “ripoing" onc, far moro engrossing than
gven this author had ever befors written; and tha
first instalment would eppecr i a faow ek s, E0
please ordor from your newsagent 2 cop y of the
Loys' Fricnd to be delivered to your home avery
“ladnasday without fail.

Henry St. John's boys were dressced in &Aton
collars and jackets, but we could saslly recognisc
them as of our own breed and speoch; they usod onoo
matopocia such as “iI:llup! Cueh! Phew! Snaokes!

The French master was invariably called Frorgic,
and ha wore o capc and a tall hat that narrowvcd to-
wards the top. The sxtent of his Franch ranged frdm
iom de pisol!*t to Yia foil! Somctimes he camo
under the suspicion of boing a spy; apparantly the
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time devoted to hearing in Henry St. John's publit
schools was scenty and fortuitous,.

Hormsworth principle authors of adventure ser-
ials were ilaxwell Scott who invanted Jelson Lee the
detective, and Sidney Drew, 'erzator' as Hamilton
Edwards called him of Ferrers Lord the millionaire
who built o submarine that could 2lso fly and becaup
master of thz air and the sea, and of course dis-
closed his formule to the British Government in a
moment of severe international crisis. In the walks
of fietion explored by the Boys' Friend no allusion
was ever made to women or to any females of any age
whatsoever, young or old, except maybe to the matrop
in the tuckshop of Repminster Schocl. If any boy
of Henry St. John's foncy referred mersly to his
sister, he was promptly called “spooney”’ by his
companions. I the nore mature vniverses of llaxwesll
seott's and Sidney Drew's tihe man was. devoted
wholly and austarely to celibacy, their various
sctivities scemed to give them no time for anytilng
else. =mven at tha end of o serial, when Ferrars
Lord or Nalson Les had come triumphantly to fame .
and full accomplishments of the task they had put
their hand to, when villainy had bzen vanquished,
they did not marry ond live heopplily ever afterwands
The auvthor reserved to himself the right to use
them agein in any saqguel demandcd by Hamilton
Edwards ot any future time, according to taste,
circulotion and public demand. :

The Boys' Priend was printed on green pdper
and the pages large, and there was apparently an
abundence of them when cach Wednoesday nmorning I
wovld surrcnder mysa2lf to its alluremonts. Seldom
in after 1life have I k.oown literature to cast s0
potent 2 spell os this, at the end of a 'thrilling'
instalment, I would be brought wp with a shock by
the words "To be continued next week"; and tha distp
ance from now watil next ‘iedncsday was an abyss not
to be bridged, ha-dly to be endured.: The days would
pasf,tno doubdt this tims next wook' would socner
or later comec. I was philosopher 2no Ygs
support mysclf with th?s posiE:‘.;g Eglg.l%%;alﬁg%ygttghe
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onc's doings, 2ll one's conings and goings and cotq
ings ond sleceping and playings of games, all would
be vanity and an ache or numb oc uiescnecs, so much
stretchoed out patience in a void. One weelr I found
out thot if I went into the City and waited at the
roilvay bookstall until the London train eame in I
co-ld sometimes actually buy the Boys' Fricnd late
on Tussday ovening, towards nine o clock. Lfter an
cternity of suspensc the man bshind the bookstall
would opon a parcel, cnd there, behold and soal
wers the folds of the groen poper: and I would run
from the statio. in posscssion, almost before ony-
body elss of the secrst of whai happencé to Ferrcrs
Lord when it was discovercd (last weck) that the
suprly of oxygen had run out whilc they were all in
the submarine. But now and again the train would
arrive with no bundle of the London papers ona it,
and I had to go away ocupty, the summer avening
wasted, tho llanchestor str:sots desolats, miles of
them to tread before I reached home.

«....For long I remained loyal to Hoxwell Scott
Henry 8t. John and Sidney Drew. I loolked up their
nomes in ho's “ho, and when T couldn't find them I
did not think the less of thesc writers, but rogorad-
¢d "ho's “ho as an incomplets work of reforenca.”

(fell, hevills Cardus' memory 1st him down
once or twics. Pluck wos nover guilty of publish-
ing a story aof Deondueod Dick, and folr domsols oors
not altogothor missing from the pag of ths Boys'
Frisnd. ultc oftun the horo saved his umployor's
or tho hoadmastor's deughtor “hisn a runawvey horgs
was bearing hor towards the cdge of 2 cliff or
quarry.

Dut many an old-timer will sso thomsolves in
his graphie dsscription of that long,long wait
betwocn Lustalments. Lt the very time Hdarry Dowlor
was vaiting in anothor part of ianchester not faor
owey, and Frank Pottingell too. IF only they had
known sach other what chats they would hava had. Buff

wonent, aftor omerganés from bliss, I £olt that all{

-

thore was no C.D. then %o bring then together! H.IL.
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“Hamiltonia

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

I am indebted to John Stokes of Dublin for o
copy of “Times Pictorial® pnhl:.shed in that City.
In it is a2 article by 'Hichevo' o psn name, John
tells me, of the editor of the “Irish Timas", The
writer devotes rost of ais ertiecle to comments on
Ballantyne's “Coral Island“, but he 11lso has some-
thing to say about the boys' weelklies he used to
read. These includad the union Jeck, lognat and
the Gen. ‘hers the latter is concernsd, he makes
o shocking mistoke, for he says reminiscently; -
“Then there was an incredible boy called Skimpolsz -
whom we 211 hoted. He was the cad of the perty.®

e hoted skimpole, did we? .:'kimpole, that
decr old lovable crackpot who couldn't hurt a fly.
0f o truth ons's memory plays stmm.!;,e. tricks. Send
iitjichavo' o Gem somzone with “skimmy's" benevolent
features displaysd on the cover.

(Since writing ths abovas I have heard Frank
Richards hos sent “IMichevo” o Bunter Zook, mtch to
irichevo's" surprise and delight

————(m————

Some time ago alert Bob thiter spotted some
skatches by C.H. Chapman in “The Cyclist". A4s the
famous artist has besn out of ths limelight since
the llagnet closaed down, Lob sat up and took notilce.
He wrote to iir. Chapman through the paper, and to
his delight got o reply and an invitation to visit
iir. Chapman at his home, lisadless to say” cCob promp
1y acceptad. He had o very happy time and I cannof
do better than quote him in his own words.

ilir. Charles Henry Chapman is 72 ycears of age.
He started life as an architect. ‘then 28, draw
for Pearson's 'Big Budget'. In 1910 or 1911
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(tc ths hsst of his memory) toolr over ths ngnet
illustrations on the death of A.H. Clarks. He
confirms thot he was told to copy Clarkes's styl
He also worked on YAlly slovers Half Holiday',
From 1912 to 1928 he illustretod the lingnet
covers and interiors doing all his work in a hut
in an orchard at his home.

He and Leonord sShiclds were grent friends.
Leonard Shields could not alwoys cope with the
work sent hin by the L.P. ond he would sometimes
send uncompletd drawings to lr. Chapman to
finish.

lir. Chapmen olso said Fronk Richards in his
estination was tha finast author the L.P. aver
had. He could type off a story with tha type~
writer on his knoe, smoking and chatting et the
same time. “Lin cmosing follow',

ir. Chapmen is a charming man, full of
onergy, twinkling blus syes, end o Lkaen eyelist.
I is a brilliont artist, his rooms basing cover-
¢d with pointings of 211 descriptions.

He is no relation to 8.H. Chapman, whossa
work appscrcd in tho "Champion® cad othor L.P.
papears”.
Congrats. Bob, Through your kooness you've provid-
ed Fomiltonia with some finc cony. Thots particul-
arly interesting about lr. Chopmon completing worl
for lir. Shields. It cxplains why ons was somatimes
puzzled as to wiich onc hod becn at work,

————(m———

Thoss of you who have s.en or heard Douglas
(Coerdsw the GCad) Robinson on stoege or radio, mey
have wonderaed whother therc's any conncetion with
St. Jim's. ‘cll there is. Wailst in London I had
the pleasur: of an introduction to him, for he is
o friend of Iiarry Homer's. Tlorry told me oftorwards
that one day he hapoenad to display o Roolavood
story in front of the wircless favourite. Tho lotth
er excleimed "hy whore did you get thot?® hay

W

el
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are you intsrested?” osked Horry. “O0f course I am*
retorted “Cardew, “vhors do you think I got my
name from?* - Harry then told him something of the

cetivitios of the 01d Zoys' Book Club 2nd interest-
2d him still moru.

mm—ee(je———

On thoe first Saturdeay aftsrncon of the Lacd's
dxnibition cuite a group of peoplse got into conver-
sation at onc of the sicnds. Two or three wers mem
bers of the Club, but th: others wore naopls who
had just dropped in to s2g our disploy. And froum
what they said right woell thoey hod enjoyed it. lionc
of them had scen a legoet or Gem for years, but the
storics cvidently romained vividly in their memoric
Therc wes onc joviol follow whose facg foirly beecm-
¢d os ho recalled Coker, lLlonzo, D'Arey and othor

cmiliar oncs. The oyes of o lady with him twinkl-
2d through hor glasscs os she joined in. Undoubtud
1y she had road many iognets in hor younger days.
Another lady of mory serious miocn paid tribute to
the good influcnce the storics had had on the youth
of carlior generations and deplored the fact that
there was nothing to comparse with thom today.

Others joincd in and although it was very
illuminating ond intorssting, ong mors striking
proof that CGroeyfricrs ond St. Jims will nover foda
from the memorics of those who rond the storias in
the doys whon thoy provided o weckly foast,

__.._O___,_
_ IAGHET TITLES (continyad)
433. Kicked ocut of tho School; 434. Fronk Nugent's

TFolly: 435, Fighting to tho Finish; 436. Callcd to
the Colours; 437. Run to Zorth: 435, lonsicur Wible

439. The other Buntor. 440. The Giont at Grioyfriars}

441, THS Schoolboy Farmers: 442, Sticking to his

Guns: 445. His Own Foult; 444, The Trickstor Trickof

A Reke's Rival; 446, /. Split in the Study; 447,
The Setenc. of the School:-

B e

End of Hamiltonia
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Nelgore Jee Column.

=~ Conductod by.Robert Blytic.

(411 communications tomporarily to L.2cclman,
27,4rchdele Road, 3ast Dulwich, London,S$.s5.22)

I've lot nysolf ia for something, and hore is
howi ..t the last 0.B.B.C., meuting I challenged
Hamiltouians to o dsbate, with nysclf supporting
5t. Frank's, ogoinst Gr u,“r]. 'rs. Roger Junkins has
taken e on and, believe me, it should be good.
Mind you, os is woll known, I om just as ruech o
lovor cnd collsctor of Homiltonia as anyons, but I
cm eeally o St. Frasnk's fan., The rosult shoulé
prove intercsting and will, of coursc, b resorted
by the Club's bucrut"ry, ‘B..n {Sexton _:la_w) hitoer
in his "Raport ol the llovembur Uscting . The
objaet of this, the first of a sorics of dobn t\,s,
is twofold. TFirstly to prove thet diversity of
opinion can be oxpraesscd in o splrlt of fun ond
good followship. fThet is whoi “our Jobby" stands
for! Sceondly, to furthoer the lmo .'l,d" > of our losg
informed attoending Club mombors., 311, I'm in for
o tough tims - ut good:l This month brings the
Wolson Lie First o Soriust titlez wnto oction.
Cheor vp, Bob, only about ructher yeor ond the job
will b finisned!l
Welson Lec Library (1st wusw Scrics, Comm. 1.5.1926)

l.3ports lad ot St.Frank's: 2.Maondforth's Bad Day;
3.The Folly of St.Fronk's; 4.The 3alves of St.
fr._n_l_ s; b.Hendéforth the Lortyr:. 6.8t. Frank's Goas
ed; 7.Hondforth to the Ruscu,, 8. ondlorth gots
tha sack. 9.5t. Fronk's soves "Tho Lshas®:10.Ths
Yallow Tia at St.Fronk's; ll .8% . Froak's ot Lord's;
12..11 Luvoard i‘or Chine;13.Ia the Drogon's Cluteh;
14 .Handforth tokcs o Lh"nc 15.%he Pr:..,onors of
Foo Caow, 16 .Hx noforth h. Hostage.
| (Contd. page 326%
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Letter Box

Poter Walker Intrigucs Fronk Richards -
October 16th, 1950. Rose¢ Lawn,
Kingsgote-on-sea,

Broadstairs,
Kent,

Dear Horbort Leelionby, .
Hony thanks for the October C.D. I oo oxtrenct
1y interested by your rathor tentelizing rofercnce
to Poter Yalker's articlo in thao Annual, and shall
look forward to socing it. Pstur's doseription of
purchasing thoe Lognot and concenling it bubwoen the
Redic Timcs end the Listaner is Vury amusing ond o
curious thing is thot hoe was quite nnconseiously
following tho axample of rthur lugustus D'Lrey,
who us.d to put the licgnet inside o copy of tho
Times on o roiluey journcy as is-rolated in o vory
cerly Gom, —- I think somuwhere about 1910, as pear
as my reeollcccion saorvaes., .
I s¢s thot you are awar:s thot Tom erry's Own
<naval is oub, so I won't montion thet 2s an itoem of]
news., “Billy Bunter cmong the Gonuibals' i1s publisi-
cd today: better the letcfuliness thon the noevorful-
nsss, os Hurrcs Singh would soy.
Letely my lettor-vox hes had some rathor un-
usual contents: l.tters with Singholese stomps -and
postmarks. Tha couse, I learn, is an ortiele on th
subjoct of Billy Bunter ond his author in ths Cueylon
Obscrver of Colombo, writtun by lir. Tembimuttu, who
canme to suc me lest yerr. It is both surprising
and »lecsant to find sc many reedors of the old
peders in Ceylon: ond luckily thoy oll write in ox-
ccllont Znzlish, ---- Singhaless, I foor, would
leave mo guessing! Tith kind rogards,
Llways yours sincercly
Frank Richards.

172
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Chear in Coanterbury!

3, South Bank Lodge,
surbiton, Surrey.
Sept.23rd.

Decr lir. Lecksnby,

On a visit to Centerbury during my holidays
I pnid the almost unhecrd of sum of 1d ecch for
63 Lognets between the numbers 340 and 916. Thay
inelude 40 of the 800's, ond the following 'double”
nuubers -~ 93577 “Ths Return of the Prodigcl’ 48
poges, “374" “The Full of the Fifth" (&aster) 52
poges, ‘461" “the House on the Hecth" 44 pagses, ond
w23 UPha iystery of the Xuns Candles" 24 poges,
all in excellent condition.

iund regords,
Yours sincerely,
Ion Whitmore.

B e S YT

“elson Lea Library (lst . ew Seriss) Continued from
Pope 324,
17.The Legions of Foo Chow; 1l8.Handforth the Reck-
less: 19.St. Fronk's ot Bay: 20.Hondforth's bed
bergoin; 12.Vote for lcadforth; 22.Lord of the Re-
move: 23.0rndforth's Ileg Dey; 24.Handforth's Iron
Rule; 2..7nocked Off his Perch: 26.St.rrank's on
its Ionour: 27.ivory Loy uiis own jloster 258.The
school without Rules; 29.The Cods of St. Frank's;
30.Caught in the Lieshes! 31,411 ths Fun of the
Feir; 52.Uncle Handforth: 35.The Remove on the
Weorpath.

SN , S

Iast Minute Flash:

The. Competition Forms given separately with
this number have been kindly supplied by Eric
Fayne. He has also given the ze of £1.




Plecse address o1l Sexton Slrke correspondence to the
iditor of “likiana, .. Dond, 10 Irv ‘en sJThivbina,Cardiffs

TIE ROUD TALLE - [OVE DR 1950.

iost of the correspondence thet I have reccived of

lste are in praise of alter Vebb's excellent festure
dsaling vith the ecrly doys of Sexton Dleke., Renders will
be pleased to lmo- thet I hove just reccived further gand
n-terisl on the z-me subject from nlter ~nd all boing

—eld 411 ol the next instolment in the J nuwary 1951
e 2f the C.De I "o ld have included scome of it noext
mowth but smirk, if nosnible to make the dJocumbor 31.kiana
on nll Jmns ones I could like to ask any of you vhe vould
like to comtributc secrsonable material to let me have it
+ithin tho next counle of wecks, in any ease before the
12th of Hovember, Once arain dear old Gwyn Svans will

be in o1l our thouhts over tho fostive sciwon and once
in his vonderful Clrigtnes yarns vll be talien dovm fron
he shclves cnd devoured by mony a Bleke fan. Goodnoss
tnois vhy Anthomy Porsons and saic of his collenpucs do

not try and imtroduce a Christuassy flavour into the Xmes
month issucs of tho S.3.L. It would bo o troeat and no
mistokes DBut if things go on as they are at tho time of

oo




writing e sildl be lucky if - 2y Xpmas isoues of the
Library ot e1l, for with the poszibility of tho “ondon
gtrike being ca"'tl.mr'u thoro ill be little noborial coming
fron the A.P.

A forr doys ago uy collcague, lerbert Lockenby, sant
me nlong a porfeetly preserved copy of "Phe Joys' Hereld"
da'bcd Jomery 16th 1909 contoining on instalnont of the
sorial "Saxton Bluke at Oxford"  hich, csg vc oll knov ma
vrittan by thot old fovourite Ceeil iloytore  You 1411 all
be intcrosted in the following oxtructs from this ctory:~

Later ho (Blako) found hir ‘«"'i‘ mechenically wundering
to-nrds Spot's rooms o o “us a bit ovortired
snd in on undocided od altogether un <t isfuchory
frono of mind.  Spots, for ouce, in, snd Wy hio-
nelf, lounging in d capacious ruchiir, ond yoaming
profusely, "hilst his seowt wiciuliing voin ind noizy
~ttoapts to tidy wpe. On the ot s outside, Zlike
notiecd & =@anll, stubbly=heired weehin, ho locked
s 1f he hod been drowm through o kitchen flua
o had o nerry, tuinkling oxprossion=-
w5 visible throuth the grinie— o sub
nogo==r sort of plorificd bubtton-= nd wms liber:lly
befroekleds Lo Dlao ermo up, the urchin move a
sorning "Mistd® to the scout, and affaced hinsclf in
a cornor of the landing,
""n,'l.lo"' goid PBlokoe "hot did you do that for?w

M1y Losely don't like old Judkins cbewt hien he hag

fri:n:‘.s,“ soid the urchin promptly. e tne o truo
Coglmey youngstor, -dith 011 - coclng's i3 and
~ite

"Ohy ho docon®t, ch?" snid Slik: o “And hot did you

know I ~ts & friond of ilrs Lescly'g? Thero oro o
dozan other roms on theso stairs.”

"hys you'ro Jlkc," wns the sromt roply.

th, I ory m I7 Anyeny T'vo got o protty goed
nerory Jor frees, rnd I dom't rancitbor you. low
often hove you son nie?™

noneed  Thursdey, threo wecks agoe  You ond hin

-ac erossin' tho cuad, ond he eclled you by ncmce”
Dleko ~histled softly to hinsolf, struck dth cu idoa.
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ve you boen in Oxforg?™
Tucsday."

y <hops areo thcrc in Prositer Stractew
nd gide, threo right goin' from horo.
...:\rnm ciop cn rigr :zoller’s, next furniiure,
nird Tuaste J._".,, tho=—mmai

"oy on, LY sond" intrrupted 3likos "Do you Lnov:
bordcn -+ c11?

cowrtry

y 1tk ang ore
cnd liftod up his veices

"lore, Spots, sae owt licre, I -nmmb youlw
s;-v‘t.. emie outy still yoining.
hot's up, Dlu nent”
FTatroduce me to this infamt prodigy, cand ell me
21l you kno of his villainous pnstin
"The kid? Oh, ho's en irp nicked up in the
stroots by Judkins, 1y scout. Cute littlc begsar
Runs orr-nds for re sonctines. Tou young succp;
u lock zore lik2 o dinker thcon ovore Go cnéd
Jeit your hieed under o topl®
"Tinker! 3y Jo'irol" scid Bloko, chuekling. ™lore,
young 'un, nd serooe the supe
zad eonio: by ton nimutosi
rous"
The wrchin cactciod w the ecin

>zt uccting of
tory “,‘t'mn

nd thob, zocording to ilre Inpber oo
3lcke rnd Yinker, -hos zecording to the
-bowt nine or ton yoirs of ‘.so. As 3lnl:o ms not yot out
of his 'tcons '1: t]"‘ tire it - ¢ armerr t his now, |
fomous aswistat is hordy tho “uadsoro yo ng noa® vo are
led to »r vo in the currcat storics. In © et the orp
bot-rci nges of detective and assistext is veory norrois
Sut this, inry cstiition, is just on: msre i ce of
the lack of co-ordin-tisn botoreen oditors und cuihors in
tho old days wfore 3l.ko becomo the foious slouth we know
to=dye Lvon in 1608 ho tmas dn the molting Hot oz it  -ors
Holia Bonde
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LT ANZLIG AELESS 1l by CHARLLS WRIGT.

Could the crcator of Soxbton 3lrke rotwn to life, and
rocd the sggn of his creation, he rould be mazod ot the
eouplox Sexton 3Zlcko of to-dnye lio has becone, in the
honds of his one mudred ofd cuthors, & brillient deteetive
dth o world wide reputction, o doctor, e pethologist,
anadyticcl chomist, o brillinmt linguist and = suporb

chereetor cetor, and of courso, - finc boxer, a-doadly
revolver shot oad cther zecommlisiuicwts fao nmecrous to
potion in onc crticlo, ,

Yo hos boon overyihore in oructicilly evory guisc,
fror: Chine as o ccclior to Sofirenm dll in Clerkenwell ns
on icc ere: nan. ‘c has bcon in thc Jorecign Logion, beon
a ecb driver, o soaman at diffo-ont tinss, in faet hio has b
boon in aliod cvorything in overy -ulk of lifo, and yut,
wAthal, this tcll otheletie, arin focod nan, vhose cyos
ecn be 1ike Blue ieo on accesion, or trinkle quite nertily,
is & kindly hwen individual, o friond +o tho ox-convist
vho is grouino in his offerts +o & stroight, a indly helpap
at mumcrous tinws to the poor tho rro labouring undor in-
Justieo and wadbleo to afford high focs,

o has alrondy lived through thr. o wers, he wnag
presentod on the stoge in thoe oerly ninctom hundreds, has b
boen en the filns, and on the radie, still his nopularitl
nover soans to vmne, his fingor is ol s on the ‘ulse of
currant o ffnirs, ol -nys roady to step in tho broach to clocr
up dinlonctic tongles for the rov rrimt, o brilliamb neabor
of ¢ briliizat scergt sarvico, »on thi rers ocensions
thot ho is in deubt le hos alinys his fouous index to fall
beck on, lopt up to dote by the indofrtiguntlo Tinkor.

Quito = good mmber of the authors h-vo possed, but
3loko is =£ill -rith us to give oleasure, and in a lot of
casog cCuection, bociuse tho sccnog in forcign cowntrics
cad the eustens of differomt pooslos nre, in mosot Cr50a,
anazingky corroet, ond so through tho countles storics that
howve boen ~riiten one can gother o surp: ising -iiount of
knzilodgo of this old world of ourse .

Hig cesistont Tinker is no loss forous, pickod up in
the strocts rad troined by the forous dotcetive cnd brought




'z a cs ‘bo up tho iwmous sohold, st tic
othoer 40 washers of - h are Podro, t1c¢ flacus blsdh
and El-ko's housckocper trs. 3 .ndoll, -ho chucrfully ur
the ihings Englich on oy and cvay see.sions

Thaen Sexton Tl )¢ first nooired on the seeng, honson
cabs woro the order of the day, but to-d ¥ he follovws thurt
eor in his dcok steonlined Rolis "he “roy Panthor's
Dozons of his frmous cnd oft tincs ruthloss onononts have
poased on, but this rzeless non pocc on frow sueccss to
suecessy still scolving Lnetty problass for us, forgery,
robuory, urdor, ho tokos thas o1l in his stride, aliuyse
fiading the onc slender clue, overlasked by $he mueh nelignod
but Lord orking Seotlond Yord officinlse

Although merricd, so little is kvom of lig vife, ho
con be considerced o eclibote, but thet docsn't meon he is o
vened hetors o is clorys co rtoous nnd helpful to tho
oprosite zexe  Ho did hove o great fondncss for the frsaous
indanoisalle Yvonno Cortier, but os he stodfastly rofused
to let love imberforc 1itk his chosen voention, ho rutl unnly
set it nsides

Differomt outhors cronted differont ColeDe inmroctors,
vho <ere roxlly foils to his character, but worc also a
@reat help $o hin ot tives, tho wost faious being Detoctive
Inspoctor Coutts of the Yord; w01l knowm for his florid
ecomplexion, hisg hrd hat d his fondnysa for Blukes cigrrs,

S0 ve locve this geless men, tho zme Lo atholotie
figure in 1950 th 4 he wus in 1894, socted in
in hig old dressing govmy Tinker by his side
hiz fot, end ! Znrlell Heyasizg din th
f nous Index in s irovelving be £0y
a glew over all, this po.cciul sec o to last until tho noxt
ense concs aleng to gilveniso thon oll imbo ~obion still
once cgeine

und,
Lors
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- hon you try o colvo tho CeDe Lvausl Puzzle Corniors
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CERRY ALLI 501 rovicws -'

THI S3YTON DLAKS LIBR.TW. SEPTEIiER 1950.

tiost of tho stories in the preosemt sorics cre -Titdon
%o the follovding formulas  Pirst sone exciting -ction op
dronatie imdrigwos  Then Soxton Blake iz imtroduced ' fron
o diztoneo'. Groduslly ho troces his wmy to the scone of
tho opening netion.

It is then thot noy of the todes 5o to Dicees,. thon
the author hos Yo exploin ~11 the cxcitoment and activity
with wideh his otory besma, ho often porpetrites the wost
anlling rubbishe

loe 273. WRLN L JURY DESLGR.L.On by  JOINT UM

Entircly unconvincing, The ti%1c i ro
tho sory itnaelf, . Bkip .

e 224,

I OF 'y TY.LIL RUT 5w DUHEK 0C.

tion 4o the wbove formula, mrb +rith hunous wnd
ctoriantions

vefor Tryon (n
ito in the
ouldebe Iy

i
in
vory sol
Porgy Jioso, a
- 10TTe
™2 netiosn asverflogrnod; both Blola 2l Yinkew
fhmzelvos, v thore s a0 awrprises the
ThoTy ¢ g crodiblo,
noooly bits of hwiouslike the Tolloswring -
re-lly Jolicioug.
"oy, coppors  I'n Being follotedw,
"Don't cull nc ecopher’, scid the caoner coldly,

gool

to 1e) of Seotlond Topdy taa
ker/Cowtte tre dtion,  ong
firey Tognrt, 1 o+t stolo the
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srd if you discpgroo vith those criticisis PLULSE lot us knovy
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